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Submission to the Senate Inquiry into Food Certification Schemes
I am a diabetic and my submission relates in part to food certification and labelling as it impacts 
diabetics

The point of certification is that an accredited body provides certainty to the consumer of the 
product (Terms of Reference #1)

The current mish-mash of certification schemes needs rationalising, consolidating and extending 
(Terms of Reference #1)

Foods should be clearly labelled where applicable as Low Glycemic Index (GI), and there should be a 
scheme where an accredited body can certify such foods, so that the consumer can have confidence 
that the food truly is Low GI. Current labelling is woefully deficient in this area, so that percentages 
of sodium, “energy” and sugar content have to be weighed up by the discerning shopper. 
Certification labels simplify this process (Terms of Reference #2, #3, #4 and #8)

The certification process needs more transparency. Certifiers should be subject to a competitive 
market, and food suppliers encouraged to seek competitive bids for their product to be certified. 
This will ensure that the mechanisms of the free market impact the cost to consumers (Terms of 
Reference #5 and #7)

Looking wider afield, there should be an agreed certification for egg production, for example. I want 
to know whether eggs are truly being produced by caged or free-range birds. Current labelling seems 
overly subjective, and a clear certification scheme with unambiguous labels will provide certainty 
(Terms of Reference #4)

It is said that one of Australia’s competitive advantages is its “fresh food” reputation. Certification 
schemes can only enhance this reputation (Terms of Reference #6)

Finally there should be warnings on food labelled “organic” to the effect that “There is no scientific 
evidence that there are any additional health benefits to consuming organic food over food grown in 
other ways” (Terms of Reference #1)
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From: Florence Corneloup 
Sent: Friday, 15 May 2015 11:19 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Food Certifications

Dear Senator,
First of all I would like to thank you for speaking up on behalf of the majority
 of Australians.

I am mainly concerned about Halal certification. I would like to know why this
 certification is in Australia for such a small minority of the population. 

I would like to see this particular certification abolished and recognised as a
 scam.
 I would like to know how much is passed on to the consumer and if we do buy
 halal certified because we have so little choice, will we be able to get a tax
 refund from the government as this tax does not apply to us. 

 I would like very clear labeling so I can choose not to support a death cult. 

I would like to know exactly where the money for this certification goes.

Regards,

--
Florence Corneloup :)
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Dear Sir/Madam, 

We would like to have our say on the issue of certification of our foods in Australia. 

Firstly we understand that there is a need for certain certifications to be applied to foods so that customers know 

whether the food is edible or to the standards for them and their personal beliefs. 

We like to buy free range and organic where we can so that we have a clearer conscience about the food we are 

eating and what impact it has had on the environment and indeed on the animal itself. We understand why allergy 

certification and labels are applied to food items for safety reasons for those with allergies. 

What we do not understand is what any religious certification is doing on any food item in this country. We are a mix 

Christian and atheist in our family and it is against our religious and non-religious beliefs to eat food that is sacrificed 

or funds from this food are set aside to a false idol (God). We find it discriminating that we have had to completely 

change our shopping items and even go without the basics of milk and bread (because there is none that is made by 

non-religiously certified companies). Our shopping bill has also increased by a lot because non-religiously certified 

foods are more expensive than religiously-certified foods. We are among hundreds of thousands of Australians who 

have gone to extraordinary measures to ensure we are not contributing financially to any religious institution who 

demands that food be certified for their followers to eat. 

We believe the monopoly from certifiers of religiously certified food and fast food needs to be removed. There 

should be equality of food for all people regardless of religious identification.  If a company want to say their food 

abides by religious laws then they should be free to say so without paying for certification. A label must be applied to 

the item to state this so those that who do not want it are not duped into buying it, as is the current standards for 

religious certification at the moment. Most religiously certified items are not labelled as such or the label is hidden in 

inside the packaging. 

If for export reasons food has to be compliant with certain religious laws, then this should be a user pays system and 

the certification done for free. This food should not be combined with any non-religious food because of possibility 

of mixing for those that are atheist or of a different religious denomination that cannot consume the religiously 

certified food. 

We believe that with a few simple changes everyone can get what they want out of the certification of food items. 

There is no need for one religion to be placed above any other like what is being done at the moment with Islam and 

halal certification. 

Thanks 

Paula Knight 

John Knight 

Madison Knight 

Amanda Bartz 

Matthew Bartz 
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From: Karen Fuller  
Sent: Friday, 15 May 2015 5:27 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Food certification

Dear Senate Standing Committees on Economics,

I am generally quite a moderate person.  However, I am truly concerned about the far reaching
 Islamisation of our Nation. 

As an Australian citizen and mother, I worry about Halal certification.  The food I buy doesn’t
 always state if it is Halal certified and I strongly oppose to funding what could potentially be a
 religious cause.  I worry about the possibility for Halal Certification to be used as a cover to get
 money illegally to fundamentalist Islamist causes.

I am not concerned about organic certification or any of the other matters you have listed to
 investigate.  I am only concerned about Halal Certification.

Yours faithfully
Karen Fuller
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From: paula mariel cianciarulo- LAGILLA  
Sent: Friday, 15 May 2015 5:57 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: halal certifications

To whom it may concern.
I am an immigrant who came to this country almost 20 years ago. I am also a Christian who
 practice her faith and I am devoted to the Lord Jesus Christ. I have been studying the bible
 for 30  years. I have also been studying Islam for the past 5 years. Bible teach us that Baal
 was the moon god, considered an idol to Jews and Christians alike and it was forbidden to
 them (us) to eat any food dedicated to him. The history of Islam tells us that Allah , even
 before Islam came around 600 years after Christ,  was worshipped by pagans as the moon
 god... and that is where the Islamic moon crest logo came from. It is very clear to me that
 even thou there is only one true God, there are many false idols (gods) and Allah is one of
 them. Muslims are entitled to believe whatever they want. But you cannot force “sharia
 law” on the rest of the citizens of this democratic country. When you find yourself doing
 your grocery shopping, as a Christian you want to avoid purchasing any item that has been
 dedicated to an idol (like in the case of meat.. when as part of the ritual slaughter of the
 animal, it is pray upon by a Muslim imam) or products that pay certification fees destined
 to the hands of people of one particular religion. I find it very deceiving, unfair and
 discriminatory the fact that the money pay towards Islamic certifications contribute
 Exclusively to the advancement of ONE IDEOLOGY (thru islamic only charities) opposed to
 mine while people from every other religion are paying for it at the cashier. I believe that
 there are many secular people that call themselves “Christians” of “Hindus” or “atheist”
 and they might not mind such discrimination committed against them in the name of
 “tolerance”. But I can assure you that it is very offensive for practicing religious
 Australians. There must be a clear separation of religion and government. What would
 happen if all of the sudden Christians will slaughter the animals dedicating it to Jehovah
 and will not label it accordingly?. I’m pretty sure that you would have antidiscrimination
 law suits everywhere... specially by the hands of Muslims who will feel “marginalized”. 
 Islamic scriptures talk about the case presented to Mohamed when they INVADED tribes
 and territories. People were given tree options: 1-convert to Islam, 2-not to convert to
 Islam but pay a high tax called jitzia (which was the main source of income for Mohamed’s
 people) . 3- die. So when people brought their taxes in the form of goods or supplies ,
 such as meat... Mohamed’s followers where concerned about the meat not being killed
 halal. Mohamed told them to simply pray over it before eating it and that makes it halal.
 Halal certification came around in the 80’s.. what did muslims eat before that?... they use
 to do what Mohamed told them to do.. pray. Why vegemite needs halal certification,
 when all along is halal by nature?. Can muslims read labels like any regular person that
 have food allergies ?. This is a scam forced upon us by the Islamic world movement. And
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 apparently we were very quick to bow down to an idol instead of upholding the values
 that are the foundation upon which this country has been build.
Yours sincerely,
Paula Cianciarulo.
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Inquiry: the Third party certification of food 
The Terms of Reference: 
On 13 May 2015, the Senate referred the following matters to the Economics References Committee 
for inquiry and report by 30 November 2015: 
 
a. the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not limited to, 
schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and general food safety 
certification schemes; 
b. current labelling requirements of food certification schemes; 
c. the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees; 
d. whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make 
informed purchasing decisions; 
e. details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and the 
potential for these to impact on prices for consumers; 
f. the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and returns to 
producers; 
g. the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including, but not 
limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any related matters. 
 
Response to the terms of reference in point order: 
A. The extent of halal certification is hidden from consumers. Many producers no longer display HC 
logo, so consumers can not choose to support this Islamic tax, or not. 

B. Labelling MUST be required to clearly display the producers support for halal certification. If any 
of their products (export OR domestic) carry halal certification, this should be displayed, so 
consumers can choose to support the Islamic tax, or not. This includes parent companies of the 
brand if any of the profits (and costs) are shared to or from parent companies that pay halal 
certification, as these costs will be spread across all brands indirectly. 

C. There is no “need” for halal certification. Muslim groups have agreed that “certification” is not 
required. It was devised PURELY to raise funds to grow islam. 

D. Current labelling does NOT allow consumers to make an informed choice as to whether they wish 
to contribute to the growth of islam in Western nations, including Australia. 

E. Producers are forced to sign non disclosure agreements to hide the fees paid, which are charged 
according to the producers “ability to pay”, not on any other basis. 

F. Halal certification is not important to exports. Producers have been deceived. The halal 
certification scheme was developed purely to tax westerners to fund Islam. 

G. Information is not forthcoming from producers that support halal certification. Many are 
deceiving consumers for fear of the boycotting movement, which will increase with exposure to the 
scam. The damage to Australia’s productivity through this deceptive religious tax will continue until 
it is banned. The Australian Government MUST BAN FEE COLLECTION for halal certification. Allow 
producers to certify if they choose, but require that their support for halal certification is CLEARLY 



shown on all labels of their brands, domestic or export. The “necessity” for halal certification will 
then be shown for what it is – not necessary. 

Conclusion for committee consideration: 
Committee members should spend some considerable time to become familiar with Islam and the 
Koran. Halal certification was developed purely to extract funds from non Islamic Westerners, to 
fund the growth and promotion of Islam. Islam is a death cult. Islam preaches death to non 
believers, and practices many barbaric and unacceptable ideologies that contradict modern civilised 
law. The only intention of Islam is to dominate the world, and the halal certification rort is funding 
that cause. Please be aware, when questioning any Islamic group or individual, that the practice of 
Taqiyya allows them, and encourages them to lie and deceive infidels, if it is in the best interests 
of Islam. The “Religion of peace” refers to the peace that will be upon the world when the whole 
world is dominated by islam, and controlled by Sharia law. 

There is no such thing as a “moderate Muslim”. All practicing Muslims will be called to act, and they 
will obey when called to act. 

Halal certification in Australia is a $billion+ industry. Globally, conservatively, $2.5trillion annually. 
Imagine if that productivity was returned to Australian producers, AND Australian consumers 
could once again support Australian producers.  

Halal certified producers will INCREASINGLY be boycotted, until the 
Government bans halal certification completely, or at very least bans fee 
collection for certification. 

Mosques breed radical Muslims.  
Hidden cameras in large mosques in the UK have shown how members of the congregation are 
selected, invited to closed meetings normally in private homes or smaller club rooms. These 
individuals are very slowly (over a period of months) “radicalised”. They are brainwashed to obey 
the Koran literally. Islam must be banned and all religious concessions removed including the 
banning of mosques, halal certification, and any attempt to implement ANY part of sharia into our 
own culture, as all every concession we make weakens our own culture, and strengthens Islam 
within our own communities. 

Islam currently has “no go zones” throughout the world, in Western nations including UK, Sweden 
and other parts of Europe. These zones START with a mosque. Muslims gradually move into the area 
and then systematically persecute the local residents and businesses until they leave. I can provide 
video of an Australian refugee – they were spat on, physically attacked and abused, until they had to 
leave their home and move – from Lakemba, Sydney. 

Japan does not have a “problem” with Muslims or Islam as they have banned Mosques and ALL 
Islamic following or practices. Please consider the future of Australia. Islam has only one plan, and 
that is the death to all infidels, world domination under sharia law. 

Solution 
Ban fee collection for halal certification. Australians do not wish to fund Islamic interests, directly or 
indirectly. If they do, it should be by choice and with knowledge they are doing so. Once fee 



collection has been removed from the practice, it will be very quickly established just how necessary 
halal certification is. It is not at all necessary. Some producers exporting to the Middle East have 
avoided halal certification fees because “Muslims already love your products, they don’t need to be 
certified”. It is purely a scam of gigantic proportions. 

Ban all mosques and give Islamic leaders a short period of time to sell the properties. Sale funds 
should be confiscated to reimburse Australian producers who have been extorted by this scam for 
many years. Mosques have been built largely by the proceeds of a rort, or government funding. 

Ban Islamic club rooms, community centres and meeting places.  

In the interests of Australia and loyal Australians, please act. This scam must be STOPPED. 

Thank you. 
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From: Nadene Morrell 
Sent: Friday, 15 May 2015 6:15 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal certification

Hello l am emailing you to voice my concerns in regards to Halal certification. As an Australian l feel
 my freedoms are being removed from me. l did not and do not approve of Halal methods of slaughter
 as the Halal method is animal cruelty. I did not and do not approve of the amount of money being
 paid by me to purchase essential food items due to the Halal tax. I am finding it difficult to purchase
 Australian made food goods, this has been made all the more difficult now that Halal certification is
 on such food goods l would normally purchase.  

Regards Nadene Morrell
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From: carol peirce 
Sent: Friday, 15 May 2015 6:56 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third Party Certification of Food

Dear Senators,

You have been charged, by the recent Senate vote, to investigate the halal certification of

 goods and services in this country. In doing so, I request that, among all things, you

 consider the following:

1. The Constitution makes it incumbent on the Federal Government to prevent religion
 being imposed on ANY Australian citizen. The protection of the Federal parliament is
 necessary to ensure that no form of cult or religion is imposed, through ANY means, on
 the citizens of this nation. Currently, the Islamic doctrine is being imposed both overtly
 and covertly, through various means on your constituents with the halal tax in the guise of
 a “certification” being one of the latest techniques being adopted.

2. Retailers are being coerced into joining the extorted halal tax rort. One that has come to

 my attention is that a local butcher was identified as supplying ONLY halal free meat on
 social media. Although never having a muslim customer in his remote location before,
 suddenly large groups of heavily clad muslims have come into his butchery and loudly
 demanded to know if he sold halal certified meat. Upon answering in the negative they

 cursed and stormed out of his establishment.
3. The halal “certifiers” are cornering the market on products and services, gradually. They
 brag, quite accurately, that they have cornered the market on sugar, for instance. This
 means that hardly a processed food that is manufactured MUST use a “certified” sugar in
 its’ processes.

4. Genuine believers in Sikhism, Hinduism, Christianity, Atheism etc. are unable to

 consume ANY product or service with the confidence that it is NOT halal “certified”
 because, even if an identifying label is placed on the good or service, there is no guarantee
 that it does not contain halal “certified” ingredients or components.

5. With the enormous variety of so-called halal “certifiers” currently in the market it is
 easy for the income to be hidden and the dispersal of the gained revenue distributed,
 anywhere in the world, in a clandestine manner, directly or through trusts, family
 members, groups, individuals, companies, “religious” enterprises, donations, charities, etc.
 etc. Payment may also be diverted through the “certified” organization, overseas, as a part
 of the contract arrangement with final payments or in the cost discount applied at the point
 of sale.

6. We, the people of this nation, demand that we are protected from rorting by any cult or

 religion or being forced to participate in ANY activities of these groups.

Thank you in advance for your consideration.

Carol Peirce

 A concerned Australian
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From: 
Sent: Friday, 15 May 2015 7:00 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal inquiry

I am not muslim. Why should I be subject to a religious certification fee, when I'm not part of a religion? What
 about other religions that Islamic halal beleifs tramples all over?

Richard Crew
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From: paul webley  
Sent: Friday, 15 May 2015 7:07 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal certification

To whom it may concern,
 I am not against halal certification but I am concerned about the way it's being done
 secretively. By not labelling products as such the people of Australia are being denied
 the freedom of choice which is our democratic right.

Sent from my HTC
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From: joe cosgrove 
Sent: Friday, 15 May 2015 8:08 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: third party certification of food

To the committee. My wife and I wish to add to the complaints regarding the halal
 certification on certain foods. We find ourselves concerned as to where money is going
 when money is paid for a halal certification. We do not want to be assisting the funding of
 terrorist activities. We believe that food labelling should be clear and legible to all, my
 wife is a diabetic and needs to be able to clearly read instructions/directions that are on
 food containers. Yours respectfully Joseph G Cosgrove & Irene Cosgrove.
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-----Original Message-----
From: 
Sent: Friday, 15 May 2015 9:01 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third party certification of food

     I respectively request you receive my submission to the Senator Cory Bernardi inquiry into third party
 certification scheme as attached below.

Dear Sir/Madam,

 I wish to have my say on the issue of certification of our foods in Australia.

 What I do not understand is, what any religious certification is doing on any food item
in this country.  Australia is a mix of many religions and atheistic beliefs,  it is also
against most genuine religious and non-religious beliefs to eat food that is sacrificed
or halal certified or allowing the funds from this food certification to be used to finance false idols
(God) or any religion conversions.

     I find it discriminating that we have absolutely no free and easy way of identifying
any goods processed in any special religious ways and have had to completely change my
shopping items and even go without the some favorites because there is none that is
made by non-religiously certified producers. My shopping cost has also increased
because the companies producing these specially prepared products have had to pay for
certification.

My family are among hundreds of thousands of Australians who have gone to extraordinary
measures to ensure we are not contributing financially to any religious institution who
demands that food be certified for their followers and all others to eat.

    I believe the need for certifies to religiously certify food needs to optional to the
producer, done at no cost to the producer or consumer ,obvious the consumer .
   There should be equality of food for all people regardless of religious identification.    If
producers  want to say their food abides by particular religious laws then they should be
free to say so without paying for certification.
    All labeling must be applied to the item to state any religious certification so those
that who do not want it are not duped into buying it, as is the current standards for
such certification at the moment.
 Today many religiously certified items are not labelled as such or the label is hidden in inside the packaging

 which is my biggest concern .
    I require that any certification is done in such a way that it is openly  and very
plainly obvious.

    If for export reasons food has to be compliant with certain religious laws, then this
should be a user pays system and the certification done for free. Any certification
should be done by the Australian Federal Government , not by private individuals who
charge for the certification putting the funds to their own personal  or there religious
development  usages.

 This food should not be combined with any non-religious food
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because of possibility of contamination for those that are atheist or of a different
religious denomination that cannot consume the religiously prepared/ certified food.

       I believe that with a few simple changes everyone can get what they want out of the
certification of food items without any additional cost. There is no need / reason for
one religion to be placed above any other like what is being done at the moment with
Islam and halal certification.

My  comments are not racially based, as we are talking about religious certification,  not race.

     All Australian product actually produced in Australia should be required to say so loudly and clearly, with
 those with Australian content saying so and in what percentage form, with other country inputs also shown in
 remaining percentage forms.

Thank you for your time in reading this submission.

Paul Galea.
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From: Nathan Bentley 
Sent: Saturday, 16 May 2015 12:18 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Submission to the review of Third party certification of food

Hi,

My name is Nathan Bentley. I live in 

I wish to lodge a submission to the third part certification of food review as follows:

As someone who does not identify as mainstream religious (Christian, Buddhist, Hindi, Muslim or Jewish) I believe that it is
 discriminatory to "Bless, certify, tax or endorse" any food item for sale in the marketplace, and then not inform me that this is the
 case at the point of sale.

In addition:

I also feel that any food or consumer item that carries religious certification should be made to display those certifications

 clearly on the front of their packaging, in a unified and standardized manner, and that food that is Blessed, certified, taxed

 or endorsed but not displaying this information (for example when new packaging is used or for old stock) it should be

 legally required to be removed from circulation and either re-packaged or destroyed.

I submit that religious Blessings,certifications, taxes or endorsements are offensive to me.

I believe that it is fraudulent to insist on monetary payment for any form of certification

I believe that if any financial transactions or exchanges of money are required for Blessing, certification or endorsements

 that these should be borne entirely by the organisations or religious groups demanding them

I believe that "Ritual Slaughter" is inhumane, abhorrent and completely inappropriate in all circumstances

I believe that if third party certification of food is to continue, then those organisations should: 

Not be given tax exempt status due to religious grounds

Be required to publicly and fully account for ever dollar that they earn and make this data available in easy to

 understand terms on forums that are accessible to at least 80 percent of the population of Australia

Must be mediated by a third party organisation to ensure that the money taken remains 100% within the country

The profits of which must not be allocated to only a single religious group or faith.     
In summary, I am completely opposed to Third party certification of food and believe that it is a basic human right for me to choose
 NOT to support religions, ideologies or groups that I do not identify with when making necessariy consumer decisions such as food
 purchasing in Australia.

Thank you for the opportunity to make this submission
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From: Pamela Williams  
Sent: Saturday, 16 May 2015 12:29 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal certification

I believe halal certification of Australian products should
 be banned as it in part funds terrorism and finances
 terrorist teaching in mosques and islamic schools.

If it is not banned, it should be clearly marked on the
 OUTSIDE of each item so purchasers can make an informed
 choice as to buy or not, unlike Coon cheese that has its
 halal certification information on the inner packet.

Yours faithfully

Pamela Williams 
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From: Erica Grace  
Sent: Saturday, 16 May 2015 12:38 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal Certification

Dear Sirs,

I’d like write concerning the “Halal” certification.

It is my understanding that “Halal” refers mainly to animal products and the way the
 animal has been slaughtered. They have to slit the throat and drain the blood. Stunning is
 forbidden. Even though I find this cruel, I’m not an animal activist so that is not my main
 concern.

One of my main concerns is that- whereas Jewish culture also has their meat laws- they
 don’t impose them on us.  Nevertheless “Halal” meat is imposed on all of us that shop at
 supermarkets whether we want it or not – we have no choice. I know for a fact that real
 practising Muslims buy their meat from their Islamic butchers only, not from Coles or
 Woolworths.

I also think we’ve been taken for a ride when even toothpaste has to be “Halal” – does
 toothpaste have animal products?? Why does chocolate have to be “Halal”? Somebody is
 making an awful lot of money out of ‘suckers’ like us who are so terribly scared of
 offending Muslims!!

The main concern I have about the ‘Halal’ certification is that it goes to fund their
 Mosques, their schools and their practices. You might think it doesn’t go to fund terrorists
 but indirectly it does. Mosques and madrasas are the places where these young people
 are radicalised.

One last thing that is particularly concerning to me is that “Halal” is a religious ritual where
 prayers are said – I find it abhorring that I have to eat meat that has been prayed over to a
 god I don’t believe in and I have no way of saying “Non Halal” please!

These are my concerns- and I regret to see Australia falling for the ‘hoax’. I know the
 Qur’an says that if a Muslim is offered pork they’re allowed to eat it if there’s nothing else,
 by just saying a phrase. Its in their book. This over abundance of “Halal” products are a
 modern invention to get $$$ in Western countries.

Thank you for your time,
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Sincerely,
Mrs Erica Grace
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Senate Standing Committees on Economics 
PO Box 6100 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600 

 

Saturday, 16 May 2015 

 

 

As a consumer I need to know my food is prepared in the most hygienic way possible. I need to know 
where it was produced and by whom. I need to know what additives are in it and how old it is. As a 
civilised human being I accept animals will be killed for my consumption but insist they are born and 
breed in the most humane way possible, and killed in the most humane way possible. Animals are 
born to live their lives on farms, they are not sailors and do not belong on ships. Live trade may be 
very lucrative and demand high. Blond virgins are also in great demand and very valuable but we do 
not round them up and sell them. Civilised people respect other living beings be they human or 
animals.   

It’s not hard to figure out right from wrong, or do we need Jesus to come and remind us? 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

Jim Heath 
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From: kaye greaves  
Sent: Saturday, 16 May 2015 8:16 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal certification

I demand that the practise of certifying "everything" and in particular FOOD to HALAL be
 stopped asap. I refuse to purchase any item that supports it. I demand MY FREEDOM OF
 CHOICE..this is a free country. The anti Halal members will send many companies to the
 wall. Cadbury are feeling it already.
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-----Original Message-----
From: Andy Otes  
Sent: Saturday, 16 May 2015 9:55 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal certification

Please arrange for an end to this Muslim tax; we pay enough taxes as it is.

A Otes
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Third party certification of food 
 
 
Senate Standing Committees on Economics 
PO Box 6100 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600 
 
 
To : Senate Economics References Committee 
 
 
 
Dear Committee Members: 
 
I write this Submission with the reference to Halal Certification applied to Domestic consumer 
goods . 
 
I believe individuals have the right to practice all legal value systems excepted by civilised society . 
 
I believe all people of  Australia have a right, and the Government of Australia has a duty of care to 
make sure all Australian consumers are able to purchase any and all product knowing that all 
reasonable attempt has been made to insure the consumer is able to make an informed decision on 
the make up of the individual product and what the product sale supports , funds or represents . 
 
It is my view the Halal value of a product is okay for members of the Islamic faith . The Qur'an 
clearly identifies Halal as meaning permissible . The Qur'an, excepted by followers of Islam is 
deemed as the literal word of Allah .  Allah has passed on to the Messenger Muhammad through the 
Qur'an, who said “ Today the good things are permitted to you, and the food of those who were 
given the Book ( being the Jews and Christians ) is permitted to you , and permitted to them is 
your food .” Allah also stated “ eat what they seize for you , and mention Gods Name over it”. 
Muslims need only to bless there consumer goods at the time of consumption and the goods are 
truly Halal ( permissible ). 
 
There is no reference in any English translated Qur'an or Koran from Allah mentioning any order 
to maintain a  Halal Certification scheme . 
 
The Halal Certification scheme in my view does not represent the word of the Qur'an and any true 
Muslim will tell you it is blasphemy to make profit from the word of the Qur'an . 
 
The value system I follow is a Christian one . My belief is my own private position and it is not for 
me to demand another to conform with my position or for me to submit to the demands of any value 
system that goes against my interest's or security. 
 
It is my view the Halal Certification scheme is a tool designed by those wishing to create funds to 
contribute to a value system I hold in contempt . I do not wish to support such a value system 
especially when I go to purchase consumer goods . It is my belief that a number if not all of the 
Halal Certification companies approved to operate in the domestic market have a direct affiliation 
with Islamic mosques and the promotion of the goal of Islam as recorded within the Qur'an . The 
Qur'an tells its followers to migrate and spread Islam throughout the world . It states Islam is the   
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one true religion and directs Islam’s followers to oppose all those who attempt to stop the expansion 
of Islam . Islam is a family who believe the Earth belongs to them as the superior people and its 
members are only allowed to submit to Allah and Allah's law the Sharia to find true peace. Muslim's 
may adhere to the laws of there host nation's so long as those laws do not conflict with Allah’s laws. 
 
My research from the referenced material highlights Allah as the High God who's history dates back 
to the Arab pagans who worshipped many gods with the Moon god having the highest rank .  Allah 
is the Moon god . This god in my view is a false idol and an a front to my value system to worship 
or consume goods that has been blessed on behalf of this god, a false idol. The Halal certification is 
seen as a written contract for Muslim's to confirm that consumer goods are deemed Halal 
( permissible ) as per the Qur'an and that items such as meat have been sacrificed and  blessed in 
accordance with Islamic values. Consuming these goods under the certification in my view is a 
confirmation of submission to the compliance and acceptance of Sharia Law. In my view it is a 
breach of the Australian Constitution and a failure of the Australian Government to protect Section 
116 . The Commonwealth shall not make any law for establishing any religion , or for 
imposing any religious observance!. See below example of Australian law designed for export 
market that also impacts on the domestic market. 
 
Issued by Authority of the Parliamentary Secretary for Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry.   
Export Control Act 1982   
Export Control (Prescribed Goods – General) Amendment Order 2013 (No.   ) 
Amendments of Export Control (Prescribed Goods – General) Order 2005   
Item 1 amends subsections 13.05(4) by inserting an extra small size for the official Halal mark with 
the following dimensions: 
Item Section of mark Size of mark (mm) 1 Width of mark 20 2 Height of mark 20 3 Maximum 
overall height of Arabic text (arched) 2 4 „Halal‟ in English text 6.5 5 „Halal‟ in Arabic text 2.5 6 
„A‟ = Establishment Registration Number 3 7 „Australia‟ in English text 2.5   
The purpose of the amendment is to provide industry with an option to use an extra small size 
official Halal mark to minimise problems faced by some businesses using the existing size options, 
including the mark interfering with barcode readability and the placement of information required 
by importing countries. 
 
The issue of the majority of consumer food products and other goods carrying the Halal 
Certification leaves me with a limited choice of product denying me an equitable choice . I can no 
longer walk into a Coles or Woolworth s and by meat exempting pork or most small business 
butchers either as most meat product is sourced from Halal Certified Arbitrators  . As with Coles 
most meat product is not labelled with the Halal Certification at all . You have to write to the 
company office to find out whether or not the product carries the certification such as Coles . This 
leaves me to source an alternative meat source such as killing my own potentially creating health 
issues or a expensive speciality butcher. 
Cadburys chocolates are another example were items are not labelled with the Halal Certification 
but do carry the Halal Certification and pay the annual fees. Other items Like Mars Bars simply 
hide there Halal symbol behind the package under the fold were it can not easily be identified .   
 
I also have an issue with the way livestock is slaughtered under the Islamic religious value system , 
bled out from a cut to the throat while the animal is still alive . Temporary stunning does not kill the 
animal outright and allows the animal to regain full conscience while bleeding out. This is a 
practice I do not wish to support by buying Halal certified goods. 
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Rodney Morrison 
 
16.05.2015 
 
 
 
 
 
References: 
 
The Koran : A New Translation By N.J. Dawood 1956. 
The Koran: Translated by Arthur J.Arberry , 1955. 
The Qua ran: A new translation by Tarif Khalidi, 2008 
Muhammad , A biography of the Prophet : By Karen Armstrong 1991 
Islam , An Introduction: printed 1967 ,Ebrahim Ahmed Bawany ,  Karachi - Pakistan 
A Guide to Prayer  In Islam by M.A.K 1996 Islamic Publishing House Saudi Arabia. 
 
 
The Bible , Acts 15:29 
 
Allah – False god and idol 
 
28"For it seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us to lay upon you no greater burden than 
these essentials: 29that you abstain from things sacrificed to idols and from blood and from 
things strangled and from fornication; if you keep yourselves free from such things, you will 
do well. 
 
The Second Epistle of John 
 
Halal Certification with symbol is a Sharia Law compliant act for Islam . Islam , denies Jesus as the 
Son of God : 
 
If anyone comes to you who does not not bring this teaching, do not receive him in your home 
nor extend him your greeting, 11- for he who bids him welcome makes himself a sharer of those 
wicked works of his. 
 
 
 

http://biblehub.com/acts/15-28.htm
http://biblehub.com/acts/15-29.htm
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From: Ruth Green  
Sent: Saturday, 16 May 2015 1:33 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Submission for Certification Inquiry

16 May 2015

Sir/ Madam

Regarding Certification of Items

It is my opinion that the current Halal Certification rort is a sneaky and
 underhanded way of forcing a particular religious ideology on to 
Australian consumers.  Personally, it is not only the usage of 
Certification fees to fund Islam-only endeavours, Mosques, schools etc, 
but I find it repugnant that my choices are being compromised.  I find 
that certification ensures that Sikhs, Buddhists, Christians and other 
religions are having their food selections decimated as they cannot eat 
foods dedicated to a false God.  Where are their rights?  I am not 
practising any religion, as is my choice, for the moment anyway, my 
objection to certification is purely because I reject being forced to 
support an ideology that I despise.  And it is not just food, sanitary 
items, pet food, transport trucks? This is beyond a joke now. People bring
 up the Kosher label, and the Heart Tick.  They are certainly not the same
 as Halal.  I have never had Kosher forced upon me, I have never heard of 
stand-over tactics being used to force payment for a Kosher label.  And 
the heart tick? Originally it was a way to assist people to make choices 
that would help their health, everyone has a heart. Halal is for Islam, 
and Islam only.

I would suggest that there be one (1) Government run certification 
company.  With one (1) logo that must be fully visible on the label, not 
some tiny little logo, one that people can see without having to get 
glasses.  That certification fees are used to benefit Australia, not just 
the Islamic communities.  

I understand that Muslims have dietary requirements, and I am not 
suggesting that that be ignored, but as they are a minority, they should 
not be able to force their beliefs on to us.  I have very strong opinions 
on the Islamic 'faith', which I will not air here, I want to keep this as 
brief as I can. 

The other major issue with Halal certification that has people concerned, 
is the money trail.  Just because our investigators haven’t yet found the 
link to groups like ISIS and Hamas, does not mean it isn't there. Canada 
found it, other countries have found it. Lets put a stop to it now.  The 
idea that Australian dollars may be funding weapons to be used against 
Australians is just appalling.  

Finally, it has been well documented, if you choose to look, that Halal 
certification is one of the ways to bring Sharia, very quietly, into non-
Islamic countries.  Many Islamic leaders have said this.  Slow, almost 
unobtrusive, little things that we accept, that eventually will be our 
downfall.  We are the lucky country, in this case because we can learn 
from Great Britain, France, Norway, Sweden, Canada and the like.  We are 
lucky that we still have a chance to stop this now.  And we must, we need 
our Government to stop pussy-footing around and being so politically 
correct, so some people get offended, so what?  If the Governments first 
stand is to curtail Islams quiet push via Halal, then we are on the right 
track.

Thank you for accepting my submission.  I do hope that this enquiry brings
 about the changes that are needed.

Ruth
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From: Barry Anstey 
Sent: Saturday, 16 May 2015 1:49 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Food certification

The Chairman,
Food certification committee.
Dear Sir,
I wish to submit my views to the committee in regard to food certification,
 preparation,costs and labeling.
As a practicing Christian I find it offensive to have to purchase meats that have been
 slaughtered in an inhumane manner as they are prayed over by someone who does not
 represent my God. It is an affront to my Christian beliefs. It is near impossible to purchase
 meats that have not been halal certified.
I have no objection to halal certification for people who are of the Islamic following but
 cannot see why 2% of the population can dictate to 98% how and what we shall eat.
I also cannot see why I have to unwillingly subsidise Islamic people in the building of their
 mosques and schools by the extra cost of halal certification. When we built our modest
 church it was paid for by the raising of monies from the local congregation and not by
 others of a different faith. Perhaps the local Muslims can contribute to the costs of
 churches, synagogues and temples in the future?
I also find it deceptive that most of the halal foods do not have a label on the product
 stating they are halal and the few that do the label is too small. I have noted that over
 recent times that foods that were labeled as such have had the labels removed even though
 they are still halal, the reason is obvious and should indicate that the producers are
 knowingly trying to hoodwink the public.
My comments apply to other food certifications if and where they are applicable; it is just
 that it is impossible to purchase foods and now other products that are not halal, I
 understand 80% of supermarket products are halal FOR 2% OF THE POPULATION,
 what on earth is going on?
I trust my comments will be available to the committee.
Thank you,

Barry Anstey
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Sent: Saturday, 16 May 2015 4:04 PM 
To: Economics, Committee (SEN) 
Subject: Third Party Certification of Food.

Dear Sirs,
I have noticed:-
On 13 May 2015, the Senate referred an inquiry into third party certification of food to the Senate Economics
 References Committee for inquiry and report by 30 November 2015.
Submissions close 31 July 2015.
Committee Secretariat contact:
Senate Standing Committees on Economics
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600

Phone: +61 2 6277 3540
Fax: +61 2 6277 5719

And thus duly ask as to why we should have a third party certifying our foodstuffs
If a third party Certifies our food......that will no doubt only add to the cost of the food we need to purchase
for the well being of our people.

I, for one, and many of my friends would also agree, that to pay even more for our food would be too much in
 this day and age.
There are too many that are not even employed at this time in history of Australia, and to have to pay even more
 for our daily sustenance would actually be a crime in my considered opinion
Especially if it is simply because a third party wants to extract "extortion" from the providers of food stuffs,
 whether
that food stuff has to go through a manufactured process or whether it is simply grown and known as "fresh
 food".

e.g. for some food items to have the "Weight Watcher's" sticker on it so that certain persons will purchase their
 goods, is again noticeably an extra cost on the foodstuff........yet in my ow experience I have found the non "
 weight watchers" stickered foodstuffs to be of more benefit to those watching their weight.  Thus the extra cost
 of such "weight watchers" stickered foodstuffs in not really warranted according to  my personal findings.

I do not want to be forced to buy food that is "Hallel" or for that matter "Kosher" where the provider of that
 foodstuff must pay a sum of monies to the governing body of the Hallel people or even the Kosher peoples.

This is a bit like the old extortion practices in the Roring 20's or whatever, of the standover merchants who had
 to be paid a huge sum in order for the trader to trade.!!!

Surely we have grown beyond such stand over tactics and extortion methods of a third party  "approval label" to
 be attached to our foodstuffs, and we, the consumer, have to pay more  in the end. 
Or Alternatively,   the business that doesn't want to pay the extortionists fees and attach their "approval stickers"
 just to pacify the minority, goes out of business.  Thus the  Australian Public lose in the end again........
1. business closing which means even less employment....
2. higher costing of food to cover cost of 3rd Party Approval Stickers which cannot be afforded by the majority
 of the Australian Public.
.
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I strongly object to Third Party Approval Stickers for Foodstuffs for the Australian Population/Public.

Sincerely
Eunice M Austin.
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From: Grzegorz Dzierbicki 
Sent: Saturday, 16 May 2015 6:25 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: third party certification of food

16/05/15

To The Senator.

My Name is Grzegorz (Greg) Dzierbicki, I am writing to you to let you know that I am
 concerned the Halal Certified products are forced on to Australia, under the constitution
 Chapter V. 116 Commonwealth not to legislate in respect of religion
The Commonwealth shall not make any law for establishing any religion, or for imposing any
 religious observance, or for prohibiting the free exercise of any religion, and no religious test
 shall be required as a qualification for any office or public trust under the Commonwealth, the
 Halal certification violates this.

Halal certified products collect founds I don’t like to use the word Tax, as I see it its not.
 But the way it is, it is at the moment  that Islam is forcing there believes on to us the non
 believers through these products, and as any donation it should be given in freewheel, this
 is not the case here as a lot of products are not clearly labelled and can be miss leading,
 and falsely advertised causing me to buy them thinking there 100% Halal free, this in
 itself is forcing to donate through the purchase of these products, so I am asking the
 Senate to Stop this or change the laws to clearly mark products not just clearly marked as
 halal certified, but any product that may contained Halal ingredients and any animal that
 has been brutally slaughtered for Halal consumptions. As an Australian citizen I want that
 freedom who I want to support and not, and have food free of any religion.

Thank you Grzegorz Dzierbicki.
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Third party certification of food. 
 

People like to know details of the food & goods they buy. 
 
In the interests of transparency it seems logical that we label food appropriately. 
 
Those needing Halal certification need to know which products meet this criteria. 
 
Those who do not want to purchase Halal certified products also need to have certification clearly 
shown. 
 
The same is applicable for Kosher food and genuine organic food. 
 
I support the idea that clear labelling of food in all of these areas, becomes mandatory. 
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From: 
Sent: Saturday, 16 May 2015 9:32 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal Certification

To Whom It May Concern,

I wish to voice my objection of having the products I consume certified by a religious
 organisation that I have no connection with or support, Namely the Muslim religion and
 the Islamic ,halal certification that has now invaded our food industry.
Perhaps Kosher foods should be exempt as the Jewish religion does not demand that all
 food stuff be certified to suit the Jewish Religion.

I see the Halal Certification as a Religious intrusion by a minority and is not supported in
 this country. 

Australia has no official religion and by allowing the Halal Certification it is going against
 that very important separation of church and state. If the government continues to support
 the religious certification by Muslims, then all creeds and faiths should then start issuing
 religious certifications for an unimaginable number of consumer items.

Please Reject all religious interference into our Australian way of life.

Yours faithfully,
Scott Phillips
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From: david segal 
Sent: Saturday, 16 May 2015 9:52 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATION OF FOOD

Senate Standing Committees on Economics
.............................................................................................................
Reference   : Third party certification of food

I wish to take this opportunity to make a submission on the subject of food certification .
I understand that Australians of Muslim faith , and who are devout in their religious beliefs , seek food products to be Halal certified .

My concerns are :-
1  Whilst there are approximatekly 480,000 people resident in Australia  of Muslim Faith ,
   there are 22,500,000 people resident in Australia who are not. ......2.1%Muslim  / 97.9% non Muslim .

2 As with all religions , not all people of Muslim faith are devout , and also do not require food products to be Halal certified .
   Assuming only 50% of the Muslim population are devout in their beliefs , that leaves 240,000 requiring Halal certification , or 1.04% of  Australia's total population .

 3  The indisputable fact is that Halal certification is thrust upon 22,500,000 non Muslim Australian consumers who neither require it nor want it .

4  I understand Halal certification is conducted by multiple  Halal Agencies allegedly under the control of the Australian Federation of Islamic Councils ,
   and who collect Inspection and Certification Fees from Australian Food Producers .

6  I understand the fees charged by the many Halal Certifiers are confidential under the terms of the Certifier's non disclosure requirement .

7  Firstly , why is there a requirement for a non disclosure agreement to be signed by the Food producer ?

8 Since Halal certification is strictly a commercial Service Operation , do the many Certifiers collect and pay GST to the ATO ?

9  Do the many Halal Certifier Organisations  pay Company tax just as the Food producer is required to do ?

10  Great secrecy surrounds the details of the Halal certification Business and needs to be made transparent to the Australian Regulatory Authorities and to the
 Australian buying public .

11 Halal labelling does not appear on many Halal certified products eg Cadbury Chocolate .

12  An excuse for Halal certification is that it supports Australian Food producers wishing to export to Muslim Countries .

13  What percentage of product from each Food producer is exported to Muslim countries ?

12  What price penalty does the Australian Consumer pay for the privilege of buying Halal certified food he does not want ?

..................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
Yours sincerely
David Segal

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=DERMODYK
mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au
mailto:davsegal@bigpond,com


ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 27

Submission Details: Ms Lindsay Townsend





From: Lindsay Townsend 
Sent: Sunday, 17 May 2015 6:36 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: HALAL CERTIFICATION

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

I STRONGLY OBJECT TO THIS ON THE FOLLOWING GROUNDS;

THERE IS NO TRANSPARENCY REGARDING THE FINAL DESTINATION OF THE
 FEES

SUPPLIERS ARE BLACKMAILED INTO AGREEING TO THE CERTIFICATION

THIS IS ANOTHER WEDGE BETWEEN MUSLIMS AND THE REST OF
 AUSTRALIA. 

--
Regards,
Lindsay Townsend

"TRUST BUT VERIFY"
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From: Debra Jordan 
Sent: Sunday, 17 May 2015 8:14 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third party certification of food

Dear Sir/Madam,

We would like to have our say on the issue of certification of our foods in Australia.
Firstly we understand that there is a need for certain certifications to be applied to foods
 so that customers know whether the food is edible or to the standards for them and their
 personal beliefs.

We like to buy free range and organic where we can so that we have a clearer conscience
 about the food we are eating and what impact it has had on the environment and indeed
 on the animal itself. We understand why allergy certification and labels are applied to
 food items for safety reasons for those with allergies.

What we do not understand is what any religious certification is doing on any food item in
 this country. We are a mix Christian and atheist in our family and it is against our religious
 and non-religious beliefs to eat food that is sacrificed or funds from this food are set aside
 to a false idol (God). We find it discriminating that we have had to completely change our
 shopping items and even go without the basics of milk and bread (because there is none
 that is made by non-religiously certified companies). Our shopping bill has also increased
 by a lot because non-religiously certified foods are more expensive than religiously-
certified foods. We are among hundreds of thousands of Australians who have gone to
 extraordinary measures to ensure we are not contributing financially to any religious
 institution who demands that food be certified for their followers to eat.

We believe the monopoly from certifiers of religiously certified food and fast food needs to
 be removed. There should be equality of food for all people regardless of religious
 identification. If a company want to say their food abides by religious laws then they
 should be free to say so without paying for certification. A label must be applied to the
 item to state this so those that who do not want it are not duped into buying it, as is the
 current standards for religious certification at the moment. Most religiously certified items
 are not labelled as such or the label is hidden in inside the packaging.

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=DERMODYK
mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au


If for export reasons food has to be compliant with certain religious laws, then this should
 be a user pays system and the certification done for free. This food should not be
 combined with any non-religious food because of possibility of mixing for those that are
 atheist or of a different religious denomination that cannot consume the religiously
 certified food.
We believe that with a few simple changes everyone can get what they want out of the
 certification of food items. There is no need for one religion to be placed above any other
 like what is being done at the moment with Islam and halal certification.

Regards

Debra Jordan
Nicole Jordan
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From:  
Sent: Sunday, 17 May 2015 12:18 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal Certification

I wish to make it plain, that I do not want to pay the Halal Certification Tax on any goods I
 purchase. I am not a Muslim, so why should I pay this onerous tax?

The slaughter of animals in the Muslim way, disgusts me in the extreme. It is cruel and
 barbaric. I resent the heck out of paying for animals to be killed in the name of  this
 religion.

Regards

Judy Rochester
--
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Senate Standing Committees on Economics 

PO Box 6100 

Parliament House 

Canberra ACT 2600 

Phone: +61 2 6277 3540 

Fax: +61 2 6277 5719 

economics.sen@aph.gov.au

Senate Inquiry into Food Certification schemes. 

The inquiry will have particular reference to the following matters: 

1. the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not limited
to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically modified food and general food
safety certification schemes;

i] To be halal/kosher certified a product must be inspected carefully and be subject to

certain Islamic/Jewish rituals, this could be an issue for all religious Christians, as these foods 

have been sanctified to pagan gods, in a manner that contravenes the cruelty to animals 

acts, yet is allowed for so called religious purposes, for a community that comprises less than 

1% of the total population. 

This can be construed as sharia by stealth in the case of halal, with the full knowledge and 

blessing of government.  

ii] Most importantly with Halal, a fee is paid to one of several of the Islamic certifying

organisations for this service. 

iii] The amount of the fee varies and not all companies choose to display the fact they have

paid this fee, the cost of which is then passed on to the consumer, without their knowledge. 

iv] There are food products have been halal/kosher certified, but, in some instances, the

consumer, wouldn’t know about it unless they rang the company and specifically requested 

the information, to which some companies often outright lie, or deliberately mislead.

2. current labelling requirements of food certification schemes;

i] Some products do display a certifying symbol for halal etc., and others, like Nestle, do not.

ii] Research shows some companies provide information freely, others have provided

conflicting information in direct communication; also any information for halal in labelling, is 

generally so small that one has problems reading it, along with the logo being placed in the 

least conspicuous places on the packaging, as if they are ashamed to admit to it. 
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3. the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees;

i] The labelling for ‘natural’/organic  is also very misleading, as country of origin is rarely

specified with the generic disclaimer being used of, “imported and local products”, which is 

of little or no value, due to lack of specificity.

ii] Products that pay a fee for third party certification, should state on the label clearly,
and in a conspicuous place, as to the organisation the fees are paid to, what additional 
cost there is to the consumer, and what benefit the consumer receives from this 
certification. 

4. whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make
informed purchasing decisions;

i] Labelling as per Food Standards Aust. &NZ are in the main uninformative to the
average consumer, who wouldn’t know an RDI if they fell over it, also the amount of 
information, which may, or may not, be relevant, is primarily required by law, 
therefore it is as small as possible, with the least amount of actionable information, 
often misleading. 

ii] The use of the term “imported and local products”, is of no value, as the items are not

listed regarding country of origin, which in turn call into question food safety, as was 

recently demonstrated with the imported fruit from China, which resulted in several cases of 

Hepatitis A, due to poor/non- existent, food screening or safety testing in the country of 

origin, and here in Australia by the importers.

iii] GMO content of packaged items is NOT stated on the labels; this is of concern as
imported and local products may contain GMO produce that the consumer is unaware 
of, also with the controversy surrounding the safety of GMOs, it should be up to the 
consumers to decide whether they are prepared to risk their health, and that of their 
families. 

5. details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers and the
potential for these to impact on prices for consumers;

i] With the number of certifying bodies in the industry, one is surprised to find
numerous logos of the bodies who do the certifying; this is disconcerting as it 
indicates that the price of these certifications has been included in the price of the 
goods, which appear to be ever increasing, yet there is no adequate explanation for 
the necessity of these bodies (especially in the private sector) considering that the 
Government already regulates the industry, which also charges for the services. 

How many times does something have to be certified, and where is the surety that the 
certification is not configured to meet the advertising requirements of the relevant 
companies? 
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6. the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and returns to
producers;

i] Certification for exported products, required by the relevant countries, is only to be
expected, this certification however, as in the case of halal, should not be across the 
board and foisted on an unwitting public, only for the countries where it is relevant. 

ii] Returns for the producers for such certification has yet to be demonstrated, as such
costs for certification have to be included in the price of the supplied product, which 
could reduce the amounts received by the producers, and possibly lower the amounts 
of exports due to pricing. 

7. the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including, but
not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and

i] This is of concern to the public as the information readily available is scant,
inquiries as to the above are met with either stonewalling, misleading, or outright 
refusal to supply such information. 

ii] In the case of halal certification, it has been alleged, that by the means of Islamic
zakat, funds are regularly transferred to Islamic charities, which have proven ties to 
terrorist organisations. Indonesia only recently advised Australian authorities that 
funds for terrorist organisation there, are coming from Australia, without elaborating 
on the source of funding. 

iii] From records available in the public domain, there is little or no transparency in
the financial dealings of halal certification, and information on this subject is almost 
impossible for the average person to obtain.  

8. any related matters.

i] The imposition of halal and kosher food stuffs, on an uninformed, unconsulted public,

which in turn increases prices, without conferring any benefit to the product, is procured in 

a manner that contravenes standard slaughter regulation is unacceptable, all for a so called 

religious necessity, which for halal in particular, lists only certain animal products in the 

Koran; naturally grown items such as honey, fruits nuts etc., require no such certification 

according to the Koran. 

ii] That being the case, then the certification of all foods NOT proscribed by the Koran is a

scam, and should be treated as such by law. 

Michael Lang-Davis 

Mob: 

E-mail:  



ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 31

Submission Details: Ms Ann Grocott





From: Ann Grocott 
Sent: Sunday, 17 May 2015 3:53 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Senate inquiry into third party certification of food. Submission.

I am a taxpayer who strongly objects to the Halal certification of our food.  I
 understand that the producer pays for this certification. If Muslims require such
 certification then they must pay for it themselves, NOT the producer of the food. 
 My family avoids any foodstuffs which bear the Halal label and it is outrageous
 that many producers who pay for the certification do not have the label on their
 products. Cadbury is one such example. 
Any arguments about the selling of Australian foodstuffs overseas and the need
 for the certification do NOT apply in Australia.  The producer for overseas markets
 can have the certification label added to the product when it reaches the
 applicable countries.
It appears that consumers pay more for their food because of certification and, for
 this reason, I also object to all third party certification – including the Heart
 Foundation. 

Ann Grocott
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From: Nick de Vries 
Sent: Sunday, 17 May 2015 4:11 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: halal certification

Senate Standing Committees on Economics
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600

Phone: +61 2 6277 3540
Fax: +61 2 6277 5719

Dear Senate Committee
It is with great concern that I witness in my community, a drift into muslim
 religious zealotry and the unwanted imposition of what can only be described as a
 halal tax on foods where even GST is not applied.

I wish to register my anger and frustration at this impost and ask that this
 committee drills down to the expectation of standards that we are accustomed to
 as a western nation to have the best and finest regulations and practices
 available that exclude inhumane, tortuous procedures that we are then asked to
 pay for against our will or the mandate of government!

Please, please, please do your level best to uncover the truth and necessity or
 otherwise of the halal tax system for the Australian market, we don’t want it, need
 it, or have the religious leanings to have such a tax system placed upon us.
Thank you for your time.

               Nicolaas Theodoor de Vries  
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From: Ken Evans  
Sent: Sunday, 17 May 2015 4:15 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: THIRD PARTY DERTIFICATION OF FOOD

To:  Committee Secretariat
Senate Standing Committees of Economics
CANBERRA  ACT 2600

I would like to express my concern that the cost of some food items are being affected by
 some certifications that seem to be quite irrelevant (in particular I refer to "Halal"
 certifications).  I believe that some of these certifications may be an extortion racquet and
 some organisations do not publish figures on their receipts and expenditures.

Kenneth George EVANS 
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From: Christine Scott 
Sent: Sunday, 17 May 2015 4:16 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: HALAL CERTIFICATION

Senate Standing Committees on Economics,

I have seen online that I can write to you regarding the Halal Certification (referred as HC
 hereafter) and I would love to add my many concerns.

I shall prioritise my concerns in order, no.1 being highest concern.

1. I DO believe that a % of money from HC is being funnelled to islamic groups via back
 doors of charities.

2. I definitely DO NOT want ANY religion, I repeat, ANY religion,  blessing my food before
 I purchase it. Especially allah!

3. I DO believe that HC increases the price of foods I would purchase if they are HC.

3. I have learned that all muslims can pray over their foods and it becomes halal. So, HC
 is actually not necessary.

4. I DO NOT believe that the export trade would be impacted if HC was abolished as they
 can, as mentioned in 3.,  bless the container load of foods when they arrive in their
 country. The country that requires HC foods can employ the muslim to do the blessing
 and those countries pay for that privilege. Not Australia.

5. I DO believe that this HC is affecting Australian workers as HC councils say a muslim
 must do the blessing and routine checks of companies who have paid for HC. I believe this
 is discrimination of Australian workers.

6. I have watched a few videos & read more of how animals are slaughtered for HC and
 am totally disgusted that Australia has let this happen. This barbaric HC slaughtering of
 our meat must stop.

7. I now, do not buy any HC products and I might add that it is outrageous that HC has
 dominated my supermarket shelves.

8. I am also VERY annoyed that I, an Australian, must search out and shop around for
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 foods that are not HC.

Thankyou

Christine Scott 
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-----Original Message-----
From: 
Sent: Sunday, 17 May 2015 5:51 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third Party Certification of Food

Dear Committee

I strongly object to payment for halal certification.
I do NOT have a problem with a halal symbol on a product
I expect my Government to legislate to prevent companies having to pay a fee for that symbol and thus protect
 me from having to pay more at the checkout for goods and further protect me from being forced to support
 Islam.
I believe it is my inalienable right to donate to the charities and/or religious groups of my choice and not to have
 that right forcibly taken from me.
In the past I have written (email) to Woolworths and Coles supermarkets asking for a list of companies who do
 not pay these fees?  Neither company replied to me.  I can no longer buy big brands like Nescafé coffee and am
 being pushed out of being able to buy products I used to buy, from supermarkets I used to buy from, without
 being forced to pay this donation, which I find un-Australian. 
I now pay more for food at farmer's markets and expend more of my time doing so. 
I do not understand why everyone from Atheists to Anglican, from Catholic to Hindu is being forced to pay for
 Islam. 
Whilst we live in a multicultural society and I have never considered myself a racist, I object in the strongest
 terms to having my right to choose taken away from me by the impost of this certification fee on goods I
 purchase.  I have no way of ascertaining where halal certification funds are directed and I do not want to
 support halal certification.

Regards
Lesley Willing

Sent from my iPad
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Thank you for the opportunity to put forward my objections in regards to the current food
 certification in this country.

Dear Sir

I object to the current standards of food labelling here. Some time ago I noticed the Islamic
 Symbol appearing on a number of food in the Supermarkets. I researched the symbol and
 found that the items had been certified Halal and as such being a devout Christian I am
 unable to consume foods offered to a false god. I am appalled that this had been inflicted
 upon me by stealth and the fact that after further investigations I found that many
 Australian Companies are hiding the symbol but paying the certification and denying me
 the choice to choose what food I buy. This is an insult to my faith, religion.

Because of my faith I cannot consume Halal food. I do not consume Halal Food. The
 current labelling system here in Australia is a joke. There are numerous companies both
 food and medication producers that have not labelled their products allowing me and my
 family the choice not to purchase Halal. Kosher and Heart Tick Foundation labels are on
 food products and I have the choice to refuse to purchase them. Companies are not doing
 enough to allow me to choose what food I buy and hide the Islamic Label to trick
 customers to buy their products. This needs to be addressed on the basis that this is
 allegedly a democratic country with the freedom to choose and speak.

Food companies are failing in their duty to the customer to label their products clearly.
 They do not provide enough information regarding the certification of their products. This
 in turn does not give Australians the freedom of choice in their purchasing decisions.
 Please, this needs to be addressed.

There is no information obtainable as to the certification fees that are collected. It is
 stated, and I will address the Islamic Certification, that the fees collected are for the
 building of Mosques, Islamic Schools and given to Islamic charities. Why is this so secretive
 and why will no one state what amount is collected? Time and time again I have written to
 producers asking about the product and every time they advise that they have not
 included the fees from the certification onto their product. That the Certification is a
 marketing tool and that they dont pass the fees onto the consumer. I find this offensive to
 my intelligence. Certain companies have reduced the size of their products but failed to
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 reduce the price on the items. So is that not passing on the fees and impacting on me as a
 consumer.

The Certification of the product may very well be important to the companies in some
 cases. However, it seems that the Halal Certification Scheme has not that long been
 imposed upon these companies and Australia has been importing to Islamic countries for
 many many years. So if the companies require Halal Certification or Kosher Certification
 and export to those countries requiring the certification of such then the companies
 should recoup the fees from those customers and not impose the collection from people
 that do not want to purchase certified food here.

There has been no advertising of the certifying certificates to the Australian public that I
 am aware of. As I have said I was shocked beyond belief when I saw the Islamic logo.
 Australians, I feel have been misled and misguided about the certification processes,
 financial records and the subsequent stealth this has moved into the food markets of this
 country.

There should be no discrimination regarding the food we eat and I feel I am now in the
 minority and being discriminated against because of my religion. The freedom of choice I
 have cherished but at this time can no longer cherish. Our family now has to shop for
 meat from country slaughter houses and spend many hours in the supermarkets looking
 for non halal food. The rights of the Australian Christian should also be heard.
Thank you
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11th November 2014

An Open Letter to all those trying to force Halal products, and 
the costs of Halal Certification on the Australian Public.

We do understand that the precious rules for their Halal requirements are a 
hangover from the past and from when they lived under unsanitary and 
unhygienic conditions.

They are now living in a civilised and sanitised country, where being fussy 
about their food is no longer required. All foods sold are produced under 
hygienic conditions and stored, where required, with modern refrigeration.

It is extremely rare for any members of the Australian community to suffer food 
poisoning from consuming any commercially available food.    So they can be 
reassured that they are in no danger from eating the same food as the rest of us.   
If they are concerned about alcohol in some food products, the % is so low that 
it would not even show up on a breathalyser, or a blood test.  So any concerns 
about alcohol are petty and precious.

The ‘religious’ excuse that consuming halal products somehow magically 
makes you a better person is absurd. Any right and just God is more concerned 
about your behaviour toward others than what you had for lunch. 

That leaves us with the only and obvious conclusion that Halal Certification 
fees are solely for the purpose of revenue raising. It is this aspect that we object 
to. We really don’t care what they eat – but we do object to paying for their 
feeding foibles.  If they wish to continue to delude themselves that Halal makes 
them good, that is OK, but we will continue to avoid buying Halal products, and 
continue with our objections. 

Thank you 

The Price of Liberty is Eternal Vigilance



IN RESPONSE TO POLITICIANS ARGUMENTS

Halal certification is highly valued by domestic and global markets.

Less than 3% of the Australian population requires this certification, yet all Australian shoppers are 
subject to it. If observant Muslims insist on Halal certification for their food, then Islamic community 
organisations should provide these services and cover the fees and extra expenses for our suppliers.

Consumers deserve the right to make informed choices through accurate and truthful labelling.

As very few products on supermarket shelves display the Halal logo, shoppers cannot make 
informed choices. I have been informed by various companies that information regarding Halal 
certification can be found on their web site which is neither transparent nor convenient.  This logo 
will, however, be found on most product from Indonesia, Malaysia and other Asian countries.

Government plays a role in ensuring packaging displays nutritional information, allergy warnings 
and country of origin.

If the ingredients are listed on the package, there seems to be no need to have the product certified. 
Any person with concerns regarding their diet, for whatever reason, will read the labelling carefully.



HALAL CERTIFICATION

I have attempted numerous times to discover how the monies raised from Halal certification are 
used.

Originally I was told that it was for charities but I have now been told that it is supporting mosques 
and Islamic schools.  If this is so it is completely unacceptable.  No other group, religious or other, is 
allowed to gather money from an unsuspecting public in this manner.

I believe that Islamic schools fall under the Independent schools banner and as such, receive some 
government funding.  I have not heard of other Independent schools raising money in a similar scam.

I sincerely hope that this questionable practice will be stopped very soon



1. Apply The 'User Pays' Principle 

If observant Muslims insist on special rituals and halal certification for their food, then Islamic 
community organisations should provide these services and cover the fees and extra expenses for 
our suppliers. Religion is always a contentious issue and should never be imposed onto others. 
Some Muslim clerics have already spoken out against those schemes, read "The Halal Certification 
Fiasco" to understand their concerns. 

2. Insist On Clear Labelling 

All products and services from halal-certified suppliers should be clearly labelled by one standard 
symbol. This way the consumer can recognise when meat, meat-based products or other products 
and services come from halal-certified sources. Australian consumers can then make a conscious 
decision. 

3. End Workplace Discrimination 

In many Australian abattoirs only Muslim males can now find employment as slaughterers. Non-
Muslims and women are considered haram - unclean. This is sharia law, manifest in discrimination 
on gender and religious grounds, applied with consent of AQIS and DAFF. However, we understand 
that ritually prepared meat is important to some religious Australians. To this end we propose that, 
similar to religious schools for which Australia permits some exemptions from non-discrimination 
laws, abattoirs wishing to conduct ritual slaughter must be owned and operated by a recognised 
religious organisation. 

http://www.qsociety.org.au/downloads/The%20Halal%20Certification%20Fiasco%20_%20The%20Zakat%20Pages.pdf
http://www.qsociety.org.au/downloads/The%20Halal%20Certification%20Fiasco%20_%20The%20Zakat%20Pages.pdf
http://www.qsociety.org.au/downloads/role_of_aqis.pdf
http://www.qsociety.org.au/downloads/DAFF_meat_notice.pdf


I question Halal certification for the following reasons:

 Halal means ‘hygiene’ or ‘pure’.  In Australia, our processing is hygienic and uses 
quality ingredients therefore certification for hygiene assurance is completely 
unnecessary.

 The range of products that are certified. Islam forbids the consumption of pork and 
related products and alcohol. Among products that have been certified are bread, 
pasta, dairy products, confectionary, tinned vegetables (already classed vegetarian), 
sun-screen and bottled spring water making the certification ludicrous. In fact, it is 
very difficult to avoid buying Halal certified products when shopping. 

 The lack of labelling. Shoppers should be provided with information to enable them 
to make informed choices, be that dietary or ethical, about the products they buy  eg 
sugar free, contains nuts, no added preservatives, gluten free, contains palm sugar, 
made in Australia, not tested on animals  etc. There is, however, no requirement for 
manufacturers to shown the Halal logo.  This denies the shopper choices. The 
information may be published on the company’s web-site, but that is not convenient 
for the shopper nor is it transparent. 

 As a requirement for the export market. Although the export market is vital to 
Australian producers, less than 3% of the Australian population requires Halal 
certified food. In this case, Islamic community organisations should provide these 
certification services and cover the fees and extra costs for our suppliers.



ACCREDITATION COSTS

The need for Muslims to avoid certain foods is well known and understood by thinking people.  The 
aspect of Halal certification which Australians do not accept is the fees incurred, whether passed on 
to the consumer or not.

We are fed the line that Halal certification is needed for the export industry and quoted the dollar 
value of this industry. The implication seems to be that it is un-Australian to question this 
certification. All Australians must applaud an expanding industry, especially when so much 
manufacturing is going off-shore but, why the cost.  In the interests of developing lucrative trade 
partners I would have thought this questionable fee would have been waved.

We are also told that the fees paid are to cover administration costs.  How does the visit from an 
accrediting member of an Islamic council, the completion of some forms by this accredited person or 
someone from the business and the issuing of a certificate cost anything other than the fuel and 
possibly lunch.

By reading the label on the tin or bottle, it could be established whether the product is Halal or not. 
One visit to the operation by an Islamic council member could ascertain the acceptability of the 
manufacturing process. Why then, the annual fees/ costs/ levies? 

Paying for a stamp of approval, whether this stamp is displayed on the product or not, is 
unnecessary. This applies to all organisations who use this process. 



From: 
Sent: Sunday, 24 May 2015 5:14 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third Party Food Certification

HALAL COSTING JOBS
Cadburys has persisted with Halal certification despite endless requests by many people for them not to
 continue with Halal certification. Their argument is that it increases their market share both internationally and
 domestically. Their products do not carry the Halal logo. It is on their web-site.
For over a year, Cadburys slabs have been heavily discounted, up to 50% at times.  They have even produced a
 Vegemite flavoured chocolate, presumably to attract Aussies back to their chocolate. I hear now that 80
 workers will be laid-off in Hobart. Tasmania can ill afford to lose jobs.
I would like to stress, again, that the certification for Halal is not the problem. If Muslims require Halal food
 then they are entitled to it. The problem is the unnecessary fees.
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MIKE HOLT SUBMISSION TO THE SENATE INQUIRY: 

I, Michael Thomas Holt, an Australian citizen and Vietnam veteran, submit that halal 
certification is a scam aimed at the Australian people. In effect, it is a religious tax on our 
food imposed without the permission of the Australian people. This has been done secretly 
over many years.  

We the People have been robbed by this illegal tax racket, and we want our money back 
if/when it is proved that halal certification truly is a racket. Everyone who has gone grocery 
shopping since the 1980's when the first halal certificate was issued in Australia should be 
repaid a lump sum by islamic halal certification companies to compensate us.  

It has been proved in Canada that halal certification companies were funneling their ill-gotten 
gains to terrorist organizations through front organizations. This is documented here: 

 

The islamists often proclaim that halal is good for us because the meat is supposed to be 
'clean'. That is arrant nonsense. When an animal is slaughtered without stunning, as required 
under sharia law, it dies in pain and fear. That produces huge amounts of adrenalin that is 
pumped into the meat while the heart still beats. This taints the meat, making it tough and 
bitter tasting. Large amounts of adrenalin and other chemicals produced by the animal’s body 
during slaughter are suspected of increasing the incidence of cancers we now face. 

Cleanliness on the killing floor is another concern. There are plenty of videos of slaughter 
houses that show the inhumane and filthy conditions animals are killed under. This page has a 
few such videos.  

The islamists also claim that halal certification is good for business. It is....for islam. The fact 
is, once one company goes halal, all the other companies up and down the supply chain are 
forced to go halal too.  

The islamists also claim that halal certification is needed to maintain and grow our export 
market to islamic countries. However, trade with islamic countries is very small compared to 
our major trading partners, as these trade figures from 2013 clearly show: 

 

The conditions imposed by the halal certification companies are onerous in the extreme and 
end up costing companies much more than the initial fee they are told. This page explains: 

 

The halal racket, however, goes much deeper than a mere religious tax on our food. It is part 
of an ongoing onslaught to impose islam on every sector of our society. The ultimate aim of 
islam is to impose it on every man, woman and child in Australia. Hizb ut-Tahrir has not 
been very subtle about this aim, as we can see from the Islamic Constitution for Australia that 
they have published. We have copied it onto our website here for everyone to read, as there 
appears to be an embedded virus in their own website whenever I have tried to visit their 
page: 

 



Hizb is the same organization that recently held a meeting in Sydney and demanded that the 
sexes be segregated according to islamic sharia law. This is AUSTRALIA, not some 
misbegotten islamic country. I was particularly angry that the Australians attending this 
meeting complied with their demands. If I had been there I would have refused to allow this 
segregation. It is discriminatory and the organizers should have been charged under our Anti-
Discrimination Act. Why haven’t they already been charged? 

We know that halal is just one prong of a concerted attempt to destroy our democracy and 
impose sharia law on us, as has happened in many countries before. Indonesia was once 
predominantly Buddhist and Hindu. It is now islamic. The same with Afghanistan, Iran, Iraq, 
Egypt, and many other nations that have all fallen to the islamic scimitar and been forced to 
become islamic. 

During police raids in Switzerland recently the police found a damning document called “The 
Project”. It laid out a plan for all islamists to follow to wage jihad (war) on the west to 
subjugate us under islam. We have published this document here: 

 

Hizb ut-Tahrir, the Islamic Council of Australia and its sub-branches in every state, are 
carrying out activities to the letter of “The Project” (This name sounds familiar, doesn't it? 
Waleed Ali is on The Project TV show....I suspect he is a Muslim Brotherhood operative). 
These islamic councils manage halal certification, as they also continue to carry out a 
concerted mosque building program....moslems comprise less than 2.5% of our population, 
yet they have over 300 mosques already around Australia. Buddhism is the 2nd largest 
religion in Australia, yet there are only seven Buddhist temples in the whole country.  

We know that mosques are actually the political and military headquarters for islam. They are 
used to teach youths "the true islam", as their imams and apologists claim. We have recently 
seen how these youths are going to join ISIS….yet the media and dhimmis (islamic 
apologists) continue to claim that these youths were “radicalized” on the internet. This is just 
laughable. These youths are merely doing exactly what islam teaches. They weren’t 
“radicalized” within weeks. It took a lifetime of islamic teaching for them to arrive at the 
point where they decided to become truly islamic and go fight for islam. 

Read the koran and it is clear that "true islam" demands that all moslems wage various forms 
of jihad on all non-moslems (infidels) until we either convert, pay the jizya tax to enable us to 
live as 2nd class citizens under islam, or all moslems are ordered by the koran to kill us. 
There is no other choice. The ultimate aim of islam is to convert the whole world to islam. 

As well as building too many mosques and running the halal racket, islam has established 
sharia banking here, which conforms to islamic sharia law. This is Australia and Section 44 
of our Constitution states clearly that there is only ONE LAW allowed here. Yet ANZ and 
Westpac banks, and possibly other banks as well, are already offering sharia financing. This 
is not only illegal, it is discriminatory, as only moslems can get this kind of financing. The 
Bendigo Bank and the Heritage Bank recently closed the bank accounts of two groups known 
for working to stop the spread of islam because our activities DO NOT CONFORM WITH 
THEIR COMMUNITY STANDARDS. Would those community standards be islamic 
standards? It looks like that to us. 



We have already seen the CIBT scandal and the bank’s resulting closure by ASIC. During my 
investigations of this now-defunct company I came across what looks like its successor, 
“Crescent Wealth”. This company needs to be investigated, as it supplies "international 
finance"....but to whom? Where does it get the money for these activities? There are many 
questions that need to be answered about this company. 

Senator Bernardi, as you can see from the above, halal is just the tip of the iceberg. I urge you 
to open up your investigation to cover every aspect of islam's incursions into our nation, 
including banking, finance, legal, political (how can a Senator swear an Oath of Office on a 
Koran in a country based on Christian principles?) and socially. Islam is a grave danger to 
Australia. It is not just a religion as many misguided souls believe.  

Islam is a total immersion, totalitarian legal, political, economic, social, and military system 
of government wrapped in a thin skin of religion.  

Our Australian government also has a legal, political, economic, social, and military system 
of government. But it is not wrapped in any religion. And that is what We the People would 
like to keep. 

Senator, if you would like me to testify further I have a wealth of information I can present. 
On its own, much of it seems innocuous, but when you look at the big picture it is clear that 
islam is waging a religious war on Australia. It must be stopped. We the People ask that the 
government declare islam a criminal organization and BAN ISLAM from our shores. If we 
don't, we will end up like Europe and the UK. Eventually, those nations will fall under the 
sword of islam unless they BAN ISLAM too and deport every moslem, as Geert Wilders 
bravely says. Let Australia lead the way please Senator, to BAN ISLAM, and deport all 
moslems who refuse to leave islam. We the People will back you to the hilt. If we don’t take 
this strong action we will end up like so many other nations that have fallen to islam because 
of weak political leadership. 
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From:  
Sent: Monday, 18 May 2015 9:24 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal certification

To whom it may concern,

I'm writing to you as a Australian citizen, to express my concerns over halal certification.
As we all know Muslims have to pay a amount to the mosque, and where the money goes from their we cannot
 trace.
We also know that halal is a part of sharia law, and with letting halal into the lives of everyday people we are
 opening the doors for sharia law in Australia.
Also Australia used to have animal right laws, when it comes to slaughter, that now are being left behind for
 halal slaughter. Letting any animal bleed to death, in fear, pain and nothing it can do, is INHUMANE.
So please consider what non Muslims in Australia want, Muslims are a minority in our country and as we've
 seen and heard, they do not want to assimilate into our way of life, and I for one will not adopt Islam because I
 believe that as a woman and as a consumer, I should have the resources get to choose and support my way of
 life and religion, without being forced to buy halal certified foods, when I do not know where my dollar goes,
 what's it being used for when we all can plainly see that Islam wants it own way, it's own laws and its own
 everything in Australia. From toilets, to prayer room, to schools and mosques.

I hope you understand my apprehension and unwillingness to buy halal foods, especially when the certification
 should only affect meats, not water and any other food items, naturally halal.

Regards
Kat Headford

Sent from my iPad
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From: Robert Pearce  
Sent: Monday, 18 May 2015 10:08 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: HALAL

Dear Committee,

As an Australian consumer I am frustrated and concerned by the practice of halal certification in this
 country.

I do not wish to support any brand that pays an Islamic religious tax to have their product halal
 certified.

Less than 2% of this population is Muslim and I do not want to fund special religious rituals or political
 campaigns to increase the presence of Sharia Law in Australia.

Despite this many companies are paying for halal certification and not displaying it on their labels or
 even on their websites.

Sometimes it is even difficult to get such information when calling the company directly.

What can be done about making it law to display halal certification on labels so consumers can make
 informed choices about the products they buy?

Yours Sincerely,

Robert M Pearce
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From: Wendy Carter  
Sent: Monday, 18 May 2015 11:28 AM 
To: Economics, Committee (SEN) 
Subject: Submission to Inquiry

May 18, 2015

Dear Sirs/Madams,

I wish to make this submission to the Senate Inquiry into Third Party Certification of foods within Australia.

An inquiry into Third Party Certification of Foods within Australia should be about truth in labeling of
 Australian Foods.  If foods that are certified by third parties for non-therapeutic reasons are clearly labeled as
 such, the Australian consumer will be able to knowingly decide if they wish to purchase such foods, thereby
 contributing to those certification organisations.

In the last six months I have become aware of the huge number of foods in our food supply chain that are halal
 certified.  Most of those foods are naturally halal and don’t need certification; items such as milk, seafood,
 cereals, breads, farinaceous foods, fruit juices, chocolates and sweets etc.  To be certified, the
 manufacturers/producers of these foods need to pay fees to a certification body.  As with all business expenses,
 these cost are inevitably passed on to the consumer through the purchase price. 

My concern is that most of the foods on our store shelves that are halal certified are not labeled as such. 
 Therefore the average consumer has no idea that their purchases of essential food items are supporting
 organisations, which in turn, support a religious ideal that very few Australians follow.  There are a small
 number of foods labeled as Kosher certified and the consumer can decide if they wish to support this religion
 by purchasing those products.

At present it appears that food manufacturers/producers are being told that they have to have halal certification
 if they wish to export their foods to Muslim countries.  If a company wishes to export their foods then they
 should label the foods as halal certified.   Without labeling how are Muslims, especially those overseas, to
 know if the food is certified or not?  If those manufacturers/producers find that clear labeling impacts
 negatively on their domestic sales then I am sure they will make the right business decision regarding
 certification for their business viability.  I do not object to people practicing their religion but I do object to
 being covertly forced to fund those activities. 

I therefore respectfully request that this Senate Inquiry find that all foods certified by third parties for any
 reason must be clearly labeled as such.  Once the Australian consumer is aware that in buying certain brands of
 foods they are supporting a religious ideal they may not want to support, they can knowingly stop buying that
 product and source another that is not certified.  The manufacturer/producer will see a drop in sales and will
 have to reconsider their support of these non-therapeutic certifications.  If they wish to export their products it
 should be law that certification fees are only passed on to the consumer via the appropriately labeled products. 
 This may result in two labels for some products, one for export and one for domestic use.  However, this will
 mean that the domestic consumer is not paying for third party certification that they do not want nor wish to
 support.
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I believe the Australian domestic consumer should be aware of what they are supporting when buying their food
 and this should be conveyed on the label of that food item.  Market forces will come into play to determine if
 food manufacturers/producers continue to pay fees to third party certification bodies for non-therapeutic
 certifications.

Thank you for your time in considering my submission to this enquiry.

Yours sincerely

Wendy Klein-Carter
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From: 
Sent: Monday, 18 May 2015 11:43 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Food Certification

Submission to the Senate Inquiry into Food Certification Schemes

Food labelling is of paramount importance to our health & well-being & also
 for our civil liberties.

I should have the right to know whether products are bone fide organically
 grown, genetically-modified or halal certified. I want to make informed
 choices & not be kept in ignorance about matters regarding my health or
 philosophical & religious beliefs.

Currently I always buy free-range eggs, not only for the health benefits but
 as a protest against the barbaric practices of factory farming. Similarly I do
 not wish to pay an Islamic religious tax on my food. As the Koran says food
 must be halal, then let such foods be labelled for the benefit of the less
 than 2% Muslim population in Australia. This extra cost, however, should
 not  be imposed on the vast majority of Australians who are not Muslims &
 may even be ideologically opposed to supporting any such aspect of Sharia
 law.

As a civilized nation, it is befitting that halal certified food is made available
 for a minority group, but it is not civilised to undermine the freedom of
 choice of the majority of citizens.

Kimberly Furst
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Thank you for inviting submissions on the subject of halal certification.

I have a deep concern regarding the invasive nature of Islam in Australia, and 
halal certification in particular.

With between two and three percent of Australia’s population being Moslem, it is 
outrageous that the entire population, without consent, is being tricked into 
donating to this religion.  When I buy food, I try to ensure that it is not halal 
certified, but frequently when I come home and check with the manufacturer, it 
transpires that it is.

This is a deceitful and fraudulent act.  

In America and Canada, and most likely in Europe as well, there have been cases 
of halal certification companies directing large amounts of their income to terror 
causes.  It should be thoroughly investigated.

As in Australia halal certifiers appear to be able to engage in their activities 
seemingly with no parameters to their conduct, it leaves many questions needing 
a response.  If indeed they are claiming some sort of exemption from tax on 
religious grounds, it should immediately be stopped.

As far as the export market is concerned, it should be user pays.  In any case, 
prior to the 1980’s, Moslems managed perfectly well without this scam tax.  They 
simply said a prayer over their food prior to consumption.

As taxpayers, I hope and expect that this inquiry will protect Australians from 
this expensive scam.



ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 44

Submission Details: Name Withheld





Submission re Certification in Australia.

d. whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian 
consumers to make informed purchasing decisions; 
Currently manufacturers can make claims without certification – Companies 
claim to sell free range eggs and free range chicken yet there is no guarantee for 
consumers that things labelled as free range are actually free range. I would like 
it if all products containing eggs were compelled to specify whether they were 
free range or not.
It would be splendid to have a reliable GM free certification. 
I would also like it if producers were prevented from making claims about being 
organic in the absence of certification.

Heart tick certification appears to be very expensive but the foods that have ticks 
aren’t necessarily healthy. For example I have seen the Heart Tick on margarine, 
a product barely deserves to be described as a food.  I have also noticed that the 
Heart Tick appears on some brands while identical products do not have it.  I 
think that consumers would benefit from labelling that indicates that the heart 
tick is not a guarantee of wholesomeness.

I think that halal and kosher certification is great. I’m glad to see Australian 
manufacturers being inclusive.  
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Halal Certification 

Australian domestic Halal Certification is a scam and must be government controlled. It has nothing 

to do with religion, it is financially discriminating in nature to all Muslim and NON-Muslim 

Australians. 

Everything from mouthwash, toothpaste, cosmetics, food, bathroom items, even plastic containers, 

are all halal certified (not to mention even Easter Eggs). 

What was once limited to meat slaughter has now crept into all products associated with day to day 

life, including non-food items. 

Opportunistic moneymen have identified a gap in the market where we are primed for exploitation. 

Australia’s best known household brands are among hundreds of food items, now funding halal 

certification schemes to the benefit of an Islamic agenda and personal wealth by fortune hunters. 

The Government is also losing income in company tax, and very few certifiers pay tax as it is claimed 

to be a religious related income. 

The controversial certification fee has become a local and global industry upsetting both non-Muslim 

consumers and devoutly religious Muslims, who are dismayed and angered that unscrupulous 

moneymen are profiting from misrepresenting Islamic teachings. 

There is no single halal certifying body in Australia, as there is in other countries. Our largest Islamic 

neighbour Indonesia has only one. Here there is a growing list of 33 certifying outfits all with varying 

motives, from expanding Islam to expanding private bank accounts. They madly compete with each 

other in a growing turf war. The end consumer (and beleaguered taxpayer) bankrolls it all. 

Consumer law has unquestionably been breached. The push should be on to regulate an 

unregulated national scam. 

Halal is an Arabic word meaning ‘permissible’ or ‘lawful’. The opposite of halal is haram, which 

means unlawful or prohibited. It is not required in any Islamic teachings, nor is it in Sharia law, that a 

fee be paid to ensure food is halal. In fact almost everything is already halal, and with very few 

exceptions. 

Halal food was lawfully mandated for Muslims for good health between the 5th and 10th Century 

when Islam was founded. There were no refrigerators, preservatives or health department 

regulations or inspectors. Halal was a guide to food cleanliness. Being Muslim is a way of life from 

worship, (Sharia) law, (holy) war, to politics and eating. It’s a holistic ideology. Eating is simply a part 

of this faith. Although eating halal foods is the pursuit of Muslims, certification fees are not part of 

Islamic teachings. Many Muslims say their religion has been exploited to make profits for greedy 

individuals. 

Muslim scholars are dismayed at the exploitation of their faith posting online excerpts from the 

Qur’an showing there is no need to certify food as ‘halal’, because most food is already halal. 

Halal certification is no longer about what’s permissible for Muslims, but is now about branding and 

stamping by Islamic certifiers for the benefit of the certifiers.  Everybody pays a cost uplift on food at 

checkouts, restaurants and takeaways, both Muslims and non-Muslims. The Government has looked 

the other way while allowing consumers’ rights to be abused. Food hygiene is already strictly 

regulated and monitored by food and health authorities; therefore halal standard controls should be 

under the umbrella of our health and food department inspectors (who could permissibly be halal 



compliance experts under Islamic law) with one official certifying stamp. Ironically our food 

preparation standards are already more stringent than in some Islamic countries where street and 

restaurant food is more susceptible to contamination.   

Halal certification has more in common with money and marketing and less to do with Islamic purity. 

Islamic scholars are calling the act of halal certification ‘Bid'ah’ (unlawful).  Bid’ah in Islam is the 

innovation, invention, creation, or addition of any religious matter which was not originally found in 

Islam. For aspects of worship or ritualistic behaviours in Islam there must be something in the Qur’an 

or the Hadith to explain and confirm its practice. The practice of “halal for cash” is not an Islamic 

practice, contrary to Islamic texts it is based on the Jewish Kosher certification.   

Lawful foods like honey, nuts, grains, milk and yes, even water are all now ‘halal certified’ with 

stamps and fees paid, simply to tell Muslims these items are “permissible” when they already know 

they are. The moneymen are profiting from a fraud, while not producing a thing. It’s the ultimate 

scam, powered by incorrect definitions of religious teachings. 

The government must act now before it gets completely out of hand.  
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I object to having to pay for halal certification on the food I buy. The cost is 

most certainly passed on to the consumer, how can it not be? I believe foods can 

and should be certified for health reasons but not for religious reasons. 

I would choose not to support companies that pay for halal certification 

however that is getting harder by the day. Companies are not compelled to label 

their products as halal certified so it takes serious research to uncover it 

sometimes.  

I have my own religious beliefs or non beliefs and do not want to support 

anybody else’s religion through my food shopping. If I want to support a religion 

I will donate directly to it. 

This is unfair to the majority of Australians. Halal is for what is currently 2% 

of the population. All of us have to pay for it. What do muslims do without halal 

certification? They say a prayer over it and move on. They can keep on doing 

that – no problem. 

Companies maintain that they need it for exporting and profits. So export it – 

don’t sell it in Australia. Don’t ask us to subsidise it. If muslims overseas are 

more important to your company than customers here in Australia that says a 

lot about your company’s ethics and we are entitled to be aware of that, so 

LABEL it. 

Please do something about this incredible imbalance that is occurring in our 

society. 
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Halal certification

I am concerned and alarmed about the 
legality of the Halal certification, as I feel 
it is compromising my democratic right as 
a citizen of Australia. Ideally I would like 
the Halal certification banned and if not 
at least labelled on all the products that it 
applies to. This would enable me to make 
an educated choice to buy or not to buy the 
article.

Albert Riester 
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The Senate

Federal Parliament of Australia.

Dear Senators,

 I wish to register my concern about allowing Hallal certification for food in Australia.  Normally I 
would consider this to be a matter involving only the certifier and the food producer/seller, but it is 
in fact one facet of the imposition of a whole foreign culture and religion on Australia, that of Islam. 
Islam is a culture and religion which is opposed at a very deep level to parliamentary democracy, 
free speech and freedom of religion.  I urge you to ban Hallal certification.

Respectfully yours

Peter Gilet.

15/5/15
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To whom it may concern,
                                              I, as many, have been following the issue of Halal Certification with interest 
for some time now. It is my belief that those that are responsible for calling this enquiry are doing 
the right thing and have the interests of all Australians at heart.

My family believe that we should all be supporting Cory Bernardi, Kirralie Smith, Q Society and the 
enquiry into Certification of our produce.

Up until recently Certification of our food/produce has been a subject that very few people were 
aware of, be this by intent, or an oversight, I cannot say, but since Halal Certification was brought to 
our attention, via alternative media not the MSM (Main Stream Media) it has now made this a 
contentious issue.

I do not see why we in Australia should be subjected to paying what can be considered a hidden tax 
if our food (?). Producers have to pay a fee for Certification from any supposed religious body to 
allow their product to be sold into our communities. To have any producer/manufacturer say that 
they absorb the costs is an affront to my basic intelligence, for any of them to say this they are either 
lying or running their business poorly.

As is, or at least should be clear, Halal Certification tops the list of concerns for those in Australia 
that have become aware of the supposed going’s on regarding Halal Certification, Islam and 
terrorism. I cannot see a way of separating these three (3) subjects; they are intertwined in a way 
that needs a major investigation to unravel their connections.

No matter what, Halal Certification, or the exposure there of, has opened a bucket of worms that 
stretches from the beginnings of Halal Certification in Australia sponsored by the Saudi’s back in the 
mid 80’s to Kosher in the Jewish faith beginning when? This is an enquiry a long time in the coming 
and needs to show what is happening when such interests push their costs onto us, the consumer.

I write you this in the hope that your enquiry be fair and just and is carried out without prejudice nor 
influence. This is a matter of Australian integrity and security and as such should be open subject to 
disclosure of facts found at intervals during this enquiry. I am aware that the enquiry in real terms is 
being conducted over a relatively short period of time but I feel that we as the ones who have 
requested this enquiry, via our representatives (Who I again give thanks to) deserve to be kept up to 
date regularly.

With respect

Dean Addison
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Good Afternoon,

I am struggling to make my submission via the website. It will not upload my document so I have instead added
 it to the body of this email. Please let me know if you need it submitted in a different way or require further
 information.

SUBMISSION TO THE SENATE INQUIRY INTO THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATION OF FOOD

I would prefer it if my name and email address is not published online because Witches still face both open
 hostility and ridicule in Australia.

I would like to put forward my opinion on parts c and d of the terms of reference as they relate to the sale of
 Abrahamic ritually slaughtered meat and the use of ritually slaughtered animal by-products in food. Under
 current halal and kosher certification schemes, there is a distinct lack of labelling for ritually slaughtered meat
 and animal by-products that are sold in the domestic market. That prevents me from making an informed
 purchasing decision in regards to my own faith.

Present labelling laws allow meat slaughtered according to the requirements of Islam and Judaism to be sold
 without any kind of labelling to that fact. The meat is not labelled as halal or kosher for a variety of reasons but
 that doesn't change the fact that the animal was killed as a part of a religious ritual. The lack of a religious label
 on meat has, up until now, implied secular slaughter because the introduction of ritually slaughtered meat–
 unlabelled – into the domestic market went unadvertised. The massive, nationwide transition from secular
 slaughter to ritually slaughtered meat was stealthy and it is only now that many consumers are learning of this
 change. Whatever the sellers reasons for the lack of ritual slaughter labelling, the omission of this information
 misrepresented the meat as secular.

I am a Pagan, specifically a Goddess worshipping Witch, so it was utterly devastating to find out that, without
 my informed consent, I'd been routinely sold meat where the animal had been slaughtered according to the
 rituals of an Abrahamic religion. Thinking it was secular, I had been dedicating and offering it to my Goddess,
 which is important to my magic and my spiritual path. To dedicate and offer food to her that has been
 previously used in a religious ritual for another deity is an insult to my Goddess. It diminishes her energy,
 weakens my connection to her and thus my magic. In order to provide an understanding of why that is the case,
 I first need to explain the concept of an Egregore. 

An Egregore is an energised form physically manifested by humans, from a collective idea, symbol or
 archetypal image. The concept of the Egregore, otherwise known as a thoughtform, has been described in the
 works of magical traditions like the Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawn (made famous by Aleister Crowley
 and A. E. Waite), Fraternitas Saturni and the Rosicrucians. It has been further referenced and expanded upon
 over the years by a myriad of magical practitioners, such as Melita Denning and Osborne Phillips from the
 Ordo Aurum Solis (an Ogdoadic Tradition) in their work “Foundations of High Magick: The Magical
 Philosophy.” Gods and Goddesses are vast Egregores that are charged with specific kinds of power through the
 repeated actions, ritual and worship of the members that created them. Once an Egregore is created it takes on a
 life of its own. It can communicate to its members and set the boundaries of their relationship. It can impose

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=DERMODYK
mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
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 conditions of worship, sacred objects, locations, rituals and the food or drink required of its members. These
 actions help to feed, strengthen and maintain its power in the physical world. An Egregore is dis-empowered
 when these requirements are not met and, in serious cases, can break the connection to it.

An offering of food is one of my Goddesses requirements of me as an act of worship and devotion
to her. I perform these rituals to build up her power as an Egregore and thus her ability to affect favourable
 change for me in this world. This is a large part of my magic. If the food offered has already been used in
 another religious ritual, in this case the slaughter of the animal, then it is feeding a different Egregore,
 especially if that ritual includes a dedication to their own deity. Thus my Goddess is left dis-empowered and
 this in turn weakens my magic.

Many faiths offer thanks for what they consume and make offerings of food to their deities and
ancestors. It is a common human tradition that spans cultures around the world, including the Pagan
traditions where we have, for example, blót. With my Goddess worship, I make a dedicated offering  from part
 of my own meal, in a special offering bowl reserved for her and consecrated using elemental magic. My meals
 have involved a variety of dishes, many of which were meat. Religious rituals involving food should never be
 considered the sole purview of the Abrahamic religions and it should never be assumed that eating their ritually
 slaughtered meat doesn't matter to anyone else.

I was so angry and upset when I found out that my offerings had already been used in another religious ritual. I
 tried to file a discrimination complaint with the Equal Opportunity Commission of Western Australia but, the
 description of religious discrimination is such that my situation fell outside of the strict definition and my
 complaint was dismissed. However, the sale of unlabelled ritually slaughtered meat and animal by-products
 was still an imposition of an unwelcome spiritual practice on me, that significantly impacted on my own
 spiritual practice. It elevated another religion's requirements above my own to the point where it directly
 interfered with and prevented my worship. Pagans like myself should not be put at such a serious disadvantage
 to suit the Abrahamic religions. Whatever people's opinion of my beliefs, as an Australian, I should have the
 right to peacefully practice my faith within my own home without interference. This practice of
 selling unlabelled ritually slaughtered meat and animal by-products took that right away from me.

That is why all ritually slaughtered meat and any of the ritually slaughtered animal's by-products, whether it is
 deemed halal or kosher after slaughter or not, needs to be labelled as ritually slaughtered so that people of other
 religions can make a properly informed purchasing decision.
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Inquiry: the Third party certification of food. 

I would like to express my opinion for consideration on third party certification.  

1. Product labelling. Involvement of a third party food certifier on food products 
should be clearly labelled to advise the buyer of their involvement. If it is Halal, 
Kosher or another religious group it should be clearly identifiable on the outer 
label. The information to be displayed should be that the product adheres to a 
particular religious code and who the third party certifier is and their details 
clearly labelled. I do not believe there is enough information currently on 
product labelling regarding their religious nature for me to make an informed 
buying decision. As I am not Muslim or Jewish or anything else and as such I 
do not require religious based foods. I do not believe that I should eat unlabelled 
religious foods and contribute my money via means od certification fees to such 
religious causes. 
 

2. Some ingredients in a product. Some products contain Halal ingredients but 
are not certified 100% Halal. For example Halal certified flour to make bread is 
not marked as “Halal Bread” because it has other non Halal ingredients that go 
into the dough. However the Halal flour is still certified and certification fees 
paid for on the flour. Certifying an ingredient even if the end product is not Halal 
seems unfair, unjust and discriminatory to non Muslims. 
 Why are part Halal ingredients going into regular non halal products?  
 Why do third party Halal certifiers collect fees for ingredients when the end 

product is not 100% Halal? 
 Can we see labelling to identify if a product has Halal ingredients in it even 

if the product itself is not 100% Halal? 
 

3. User pays system. For example, should a Muslim require Halal products in 
order to live in accordance with Sharia Law then only the Muslims should pay 
for this service. If it costs more to certify it as Halal then place that cost onto the 
people who require this religious product. I do not agree that the wider non 
Muslim population of Australia is currently paying for widespread Halal products 
when they do not follow Sharia Law. I believe this to be discriminatory against 
myself and the wider Australian population. 
 

4. Certification fee profits. I would like to see a transparent accountability for 
funds collected from religious certification. That funds are not being used to 
undermine Australian society and it’s values. 
 

From anonymous Australian Citizen 
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Dear Sirs,

I offer the following submission to the Senate Economics References Committee regarding third party certification of 

food.

I believe that food certifications programmes such as those used for/by Kosher, Halal & Heart Foundation serve a 

useful purpose for consumers and are entirely valid. Such schemes allow consumers to quickly choose if a product 

they see on the supermarket shelf meets a certain standard or criteria with the knowledge a process is in place to 

check the product meets those standards. The intent of certification, in its purest form, is to assist consumers. In 

addition, Halal Certification is useful for exporters to gain access to large Islamic markets overseas. This is good for 

Australia and Australians. 

Scope of Food Certification:

In recent times, it has come to light that the intent of certification schemes is not to assist consumers, but to raise 

money for private individuals and organisations. This may have always been the case but there appears to have been 

a dramatic increase in the scope of third party food certification largely driven by Halal Certification. By scope I 

mean:

1. Scale of Fees raised : There are at least 21 Halal Certifiers in Australia. One of them, The Australian 

Federation of Islamic Councils (AFIC) raised 650k in Halal Certification fees in 2012. The total fees paid in 

Australia could possibly be in the tens of millions of dollars. 

2. The scope of suppliers being certified: A significant amount of products in Australian stores are halal certified 

including food from SPC, Sanitarium, Cadburys, Nestle, Kelloggs, Master Foods, Mainland, La Ionica and 

Kraft. Supermarket chains such as Coles, Woolworths, IGA and Ritchies pay for certification for some 

products, as do dairy factories and meat processors. 

3. The scope of products being certified: It would appear a large proportion of supermarket products are being 

certified including items like pet food & water. 

4. Scope of markets: Australian domestic & export markets have been increasingly penetrated by third party 

food certification.

It is apparent that there is very little data available on the scope points I have raised above. On that basis I ask that 

your parliamentary committee would seek to answer the following:

1. What is the total amount of Certification Fees raised in Australia in the most recent financial year? Please 

split this total into the main certification types. (Kosher, Halal, Organic & Heart Foundation).

2. What proportion of suppliers is certifying and in what market sectors?

3. What products are being certified? And apply a logic or ‘sense’ test to products that an ordinary man might 

consider unsuitable for the certification in question. (E.g. Plastic products acquiring a food certification).



4. When export markets are used a justification for Halal or Kosher Certification what type and proportion of 

products from the supplier are actually destined for an export market?

I hope the aspects and questions of scope I have outlined above will be carefully considered by your committee. 

Principals

The right to privacy of individuals and organisations and the right of the public for transparency must be balanced. 

As the scale & scope of certification schemes increases so the right of the individual or organisation to privacy should 

recede and the right of the public to demand, and receive transparency should grow.

I offer the following principals that should guide and be used as a test when assessing third party certification 

schemes. 

The three principals:

1. Transparency – be easily seen, recognised and detected. To be open. 

2. Disclosure – a statutory or good faith revelation of a material fact. 

3. Fairness - treating people equally or in a way that is right or reasonable.

I think you would agree these universal principals are a suitable tool for assessment in this case.

I will now outline where I feel Halal Certification (these points may apply to all forms of third party certification) does 

not meet the three principals.

1. Due to miss-labelling (there may be evidence to suggest this is intentional) it is not possible for a 

consumer to determine if they are buying a certified product and are thus bearing the cost* of that 

certification. This is not transparent.

2. Suppliers are misleading the public (either unintentionally or intentionally) by giving conflicting 

information about certification via different communication mediums like product labelling, 

websites, social media, advertising and direct enquiry via phone.

3. Suppliers are being asked to sign confidentiality agreements to obscure the recipient, the amount 

and frequency of fees being paid. This step is deliberately designed to obstruct transparency.

4. Consumers have no choice in bearing the cost of certification. This is unfair.

5. Religious minorities like Sikhs who are unable to consume Halal products for religious reasons are 

misled as to the nature of products and due to the wide product scope of Halal Certification have 

their product choice limited. This is unfair.

6. Muslim’s are approximately 2.2% of the Australian population. Yet a full 100% of the Australian 

population is exposed to the cost of Halal Certification whether they like it or not. This is unfair.

7. It is not possible to determine the cost of halal certification at any level. This is important due to the 

large sums involved. There is a lack of transparency and disclosure.



8. Halal Certification fees are being applied to items such as plastic, water & cat food which is not 

based on any religious requirement. This suggests a profit motive which the entire community is 

exposed to for the benefit of a few. This is unfair.

9. Halal Certification schemes in Australia are run by Private Individual’s (Muslim’s) or Private Islamic 

entities. One can assume the vast proceeds of certification are spent on an individual’s private 

consumption or Islamic projects. This means that the 97.8% Non-Muslim Australian population is 

exposed to fees that benefit 2.2% of the population. This is grossly unfair.

10. It is not possible to determine where or how the funds are spent. The public have a right to know 

where the money they pay as fees is going. There is a lack of transparency and disclosure.

*n.b. Certification fees are passed on to the consumer. Certification fees are a cost of business like any other (light, heat, rent, 

wages etc.). Under the double entry accounting system and Australian financial reporting standards all costs must eventually be 

passed through the profit & loss statement and will crystallise as a profit or loss against the appropriate accounting period. They 

will then enter retained earnings and take their place as reserves on the balance sheet.  The assertion that certification fees are 

not passed on to consumers is therefore incorrect and disingenuous. 

It is obvious there is a lack of transparency, disclosure and fairness throughout the entire Halal Certification process, 

which may be acceptable given a smaller scale or scope. It is in the public interest to ensure the principals of 

transparency, disclosure and fairness are applied and enforced.

Statutory response: 

I propose that particularly the Halal Certification Schemes we see today run contrary to the public interest and as a 

result laws need to be changed to enact the following:

Near term response:

For certification schemes of a significant scale / scope:

 Ensure all products that have been certified are clearly labelled as such.

 Consumers must be given the ability and opportunity to choose non-certified products. This is to be 

monitored by the ACCC. 

 Certifiers are required to complete a monthly return detailing the total amount of fees collected and 

from whom.

 Certifiers must detail their nature of business and activities to the level of detail the regulator decides is 

necessary.

 Certifiers are required to undergo random / yearly audits to ensure compliance. 

 Certification should be not for profit.

Medium term response: 



For certification schemes of a significant scale / scope:

 Certification schemes are currently run by private enterprise and in effect ‘outsourced’ by the 

government. The government should bring such schemes into the public sector to be run on a not-for-

profit basis.

In the interest of Transparency, Disclosure and Fairness, third party food certification requires a regulatory overhaul 

in Australia and I do hope your committee finds as such and takes the appropriate action.

Kind Regards.
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Submission to the Senate Inquiry into Food Certification Schemes 
I am vision impaired and my submission relates in part to food certification and labelling as it 
impacts the vision impaired or blind community. 
 
I would like to know why there is an Halal certification in this country. We are a very diverse country 
and this is actually quite discriminatory. It is getting to the stage where the consumer who is of any 
other denomination cannot have access to the range of foods and goods that are not Halal certified. 
How did they get such a stranglehold? Which government allowed this to happen? Did the 
community at large get any say? I think not. 
 
The point of certification is that an accredited body provides certainty to the consumer of the 
product (Terms of Reference #1) and that it is presents clearly to enable consumers to easily read 
said certification. 
 
The current plethora of certification schemes needs rationalising, consolidating and extending the 
meaning of (Terms of Reference #1) 
 
The certification process needs more transparency. Certifiers should be subject to a competitive 
market, and food suppliers encouraged to seek competitive bids for their product to be certified. 
This will ensure that the mechanisms of the free market impact the cost to consumers (Terms of 
Reference #5 and #7) 
 
It is said that one of Australia’s competitive advantages is its “fresh food” reputation. Certification 
schemes can only enhance this reputation (Terms of Reference #6) Finally there should be warnings 
on food labelled “organic” to the effect that “There is no scientific evidence that there are any 
additional health benefits to consuming organic food over food grown in other ways” (Terms of 
Reference #1) 
I too would like to know where the money for certification goes 
 
Third party certification of food 
Submission 4 
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Dear Senators, 

When considering and investigating the Halal certification of goods in Australia, I urge you to give 

serious consideration to the following: 

Government protection is required to protect Australian citizens from having religious beliefs forced 

upon them against their will. In particular and not exclusively I refer to Halal certification, which has 

ballooned into a monstrous rort and currently over 20 “certifiers” are cashing in on this extortion 

racket. These “certifiers” are extorting fees from companies producing goods that have no meaning to 

Islam. i.e. tampons, beer, cheese and sugar to name a few. 

Your committee must address the issue of the use of funds extorted from our manufacturers. There has 

been credible evidence that some of these funds are channelled overseas to terrorist organisations such 

as Hamas and ISIS. In essence these funds are then responsible for the murder and maiming of 

thousands of civilians and soldiers. 

It is incumbent on our Government to ensure that Australian citizens are not exposed to the obvious 

fraud of Halal certification. 

It is worth noting that in Islamic countries there is only one body that certifies Halal products. In all 

cases this is a Government regulated body. I am sure that we Australians would accept a similar 

situation here.  

It is also worth considering that if only 2-3% of our population is Muslim, why is there such a huge 

amount of Halal certified products on the market? Please don’t think it has to do with exports as the 

figures still do not add up. 

In closing, I thank you for your consideration and trust you will act in the best interests of Australia. 

Stephen Szatmary 
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Why Australians object to halal certification 
 
 
I wish to raise my serious concerns regarding halal certification in Australia. 
 
1 I object that I am forced to be part an Islamic practice with which I do 
not want to be associated. 
 
2 I object that I am forced to subsidise halal certifiers to provide 
something I don't want or need. 
 
3 I object to un-stunned Islamic halal slaughter which is used in a small 
number of Australian abattoirs. 
  
4 I object to the employment-discrimination in Australian abattoirs, which 
have to employ Muslim men (with no women allowed) to carry out the animal 
and bird slaughter.  I object that an Islamic prayer is said over each animal, 
with the slaughtered animal being required to face Mecca. 
 
5 I object to Australia sending our live animals to Islamic countries where 
dubious halal slaughter methods are used.   If ever there is a case for  
Australian value-adding with packaged-meat, this is it. 
 
6 I object that I have to subsidise halal certification for various products 
and services which are intrinsically halal.   (eg halal certified water). 
 
7 I object that I have to subsidise the oxymoronic halal certification for 
various products and services which are intrinsically haram.   (eg halal Easter 
Eggs). 
 
8 I object that I have to subsidise a multiplicity of dubious halal 
certifications.   (eg halal delivery-trucks and halal factory-pipes). 
 
9 I object when shopping that I have to search each product, looking for 
various small Arabic halal logos, so when if found, I can return the product to 
the shelf. 
 
10 I object that there are more than 30 Australian halal certifiers - seems 
like an Islamic scam. 
 
11 I object knowing that Australians are providing big profits for Mohamed 
El-Mouelhy  (HFAA) who boasts that halal certification has made him a 
millionaire[1]   and with AFIC claiming it earns up to $1 million a year from their 
halal certification.[2] 
 
12 I object when the two largest halal certifiers:  

*  Mohamed El-Mouelhy of HFAA has, in my opinion, a very 
arrogant attitude to towards anyone who does not share his 
views.[1] 
*  AFIC has demonstrated they are inept in managing finances.[3] 

 
 
 



13 I object to not knowing where Australian halal money is going.  All 
Muslims (including halal certifiers) pay Zakat (being one of the mandatory five 
pillars of Islam - which is used to support other Muslims).  There are 8 
recipient-categories of Zakat.  The  Reliance of the Traveller,  says Zakat is to 
be distributed entirely and equally among the 8 recipient-categories.  
Recipient-category number 7 is for,  "Those fighting for a religious cause or a 
cause of God (Fī Sabīlillāh) or for Jihad in the way of Allah".[4]     Do Australian 
halal certifiers comply with this Islamic Zakat requirement ? 
 
14 I object to the lack of halal transparency.  As an example, Muslim Aid 
(possibly a zakat recipient of Australian halal monies), has apparently sent 
their funds to proscribed terrorist organisations.[5] 
 
15 I object where I know, Australian halal money is said to be supporting 
mosques and schools.  One of which has scrapped the Australian national 
anthem[6]  and another has prevented girls from running.[7] 
 
16 Finally, I am concerned that halal certification is a component of the 
ongoing Islamisation of Australia.  This is not in Australia's best interest. 
 
 
Recommendation 
If Muslims want halal certification, they can pay for it and to provide prominent 
labelling to allow prospective purchasers their choice. 
 
 
References 
[1] "Halal certification"   4 October 2013   (Today Tonight, Australia)      
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LX7FuJHoouI 
 
[2] "Halal food outrage from anti-Islam critics"   Masanauskas, John    18 
July 2014   (Herald Sun)     
http://www.heraldsun.com.au/news/halal-food-outrage-from-antiislam-
critics/story-e6frf7jo-1226992523050  
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muslim_Aid#Controversies 
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[7] "Girls at Islamic Al-Taqwa College banned from running over virginity 
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Nigel Basson 

 

Senate Standing Committees on Economics 

PO Box 6100 

Parliament House 

Canberra ACT 2600 

17
th

 May 2015 

Dear Sir or Madam, 

I write in reply to the matters referred by the Senate on 13 May 2015 to the Economics References 

Committee for inquiry and report by 30 November 2015, they are as follows:- 

a. the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not

limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and

general food safety certification schemes;

My submission relates to Halal Certification schemes and certifiers only. 

Halal food by itself is of no concern to me whatsoever and I fully understand the need for Halal 

certification of Australian organisations that serve export markets.   The concerns raised throughout 

my submission are solely aimed at the Australian domestic consumer markets. 

 We are a free nation and Australian individuals are at liberty to worship any religion or God they 

please, do as they please within the boundaries of Australian law and eat whatever food pleases 

them or their religious practises and belief systems.     

However, as a consumer and an agnostic, I find it abhorrent that I should contribute in any way 

shape or form to any religion without first being given the choice to do so.  We are told by Halal 

certifiers, Islamic Councils and respected Muslim community members that part of the certification 

fees go towards funding Mosques, Islamic schools and the Muslim community.  As a consumer and a 

non-Muslim why should I and my family support the Muslim community without firstly being given 

the choice to do so? 

We are not and never have been asked to support the Australian Buddhist community, the Catholic 

Church or the Australian Jewish community via our daily consumption, all of which are greater in 

number than the Australian Islamic community, so why then should we help the growth of Islam in 

Australia via the purchase of our weekly groceries?  It’s absurd, offensive and outrageous! 



 

 

There is a total lack of transparency when it comes to Halal certification.  Unlike Kosher certification 

(http://www.ka.org.au/index.php/FAQ_-_About_The_KA.html ) there are no published fees, fact 

sheets or publicly available information and in fact, it is my opinion that much of this information is 

purposely hidden which makes the whole process highly suspicious .  

It has been common knowledge over the years that some; if not all Australian businesses are 

required to sign non-disclosure agreements as part of the certification process.  Why has there been 

a need for certified organisations to sign non-disclosure agreements, it is also highly suspicious.  Why 

is there a need for Halal certifiers to hide anything? 

The fact that nearly all food is naturally Halal anyway and permissible under Islamic Sharia law also 

makes the Halal certification schemes look like a blatant money grab paid by 98% of the Australian 

population to help fund the progress of the other 2%.  Furthermore we have reached a ridiculous 

situation where items such as water, milk, cat food and dog food are now certified Halal which just 

further legitimises the money grab argument and the need for open and honest debate on creeping 

Sharia in Australia.  If 2% of Australians require Halal certified food to satisfy their religious beliefs 

then that same 2% should pay for the privilege, most things in life are under a user pay system.  

b. current labelling requirements of food certification schemes. 

The current labelling requirements of Halal certification schemes are at best appalling and at worst 

non-existent.  Australian meat products are the worst offender with no certification labelling that 

I’ve ever seen whatsoever, a disgraceful situation and especially as over 75% of Australian poultry 

suppliers, 60% of sheep processors and more than 50% of cattle abattoirs are all Halal certified.  This 

gives the Australian consumer little to no choice whatsoever and is highly offensive to devout 

Christians and other religions that forbid eating foods that are blessed by false Prophets or Gods.  

Where are their rights?  Plain to see Halal certified labelling on all meat and poultry products should 

be made law forthwith. 

Dairy products are the next biggest offender in Australia and not because they are not labelled Halal 

certified as many are but because it is plainly obvious to anyone with an ounce of common sense 

and intelligence that these companies make the labelling so small or difficult to find for very good 

reason, they are trying to hide the fact they are Halal certified, which of course, they will vehemently 

deny.  I have personally come across one or two products that have the Halal labelling on the inner 

packaging which is so blatantly trying to hide their certification it’s ridiculous! 

Dr Taj Hargey, who is the head of the Muslim Educational Centre at Oxford, England, describes such 

a lack of labelling as deceptive. 

“It turns out that the meat in many supermarkets is also halal – though there is no recognisable label 

to indicate this fact to consumers,”  Dr Hargey states and then goes on to say that “this is covert 

religious extremism and creeping Islamic fundamentalism making its way into Britain by the back 

door.” 

 

 



 

c. the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees 

Plain to see Halal certification labelling should be made Australian law for any domestic consumer 

products and always on the outer packaging. 

d. whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make 

informed purchasing decisions 

No they do not.  The information is either non-existent or difficult to find in many cases.  The 

labelling laws need to be changed so that certification logos are plain to see, easy to find and always 

on the very outer packaging. 

e. the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and 

returns to producers 

It is plainly obvious that Halal certification is imperative to the future success of Australian export 

markets.  However, my opinion is that all certification schemes should preferably be Government 

run or at the very least under very strict Government guidelines.  The schedule of fees should be 

standardized, transparent and Australians have every right to know exactly where these funds are 

going.  At the moment it would appear that the only pre-requisite to become a Halal certifier is that 

you are Muslim.  This is totally unacceptable, why should the population of Australia, both Muslim 

and non-Muslim, be the ticket to untold wealth for a handful of privileged Australian Muslims for 

simply buying their weekly groceries, a totally absurd situation. 

f. the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including, 

but not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any related 

matters. 

This TOR is by far the most concerning and controversial.  There is zero information available to the 

general public regarding certifiers, their fees, financial records and most important of all, where all 

this money goes in the longer term and therefore, the information available to the public is grossly 

inadequate.   

Related Matters 

It is fine for the left side of politics and organisations such as the ABC and their Fact Check to 

basically sweep concerns under the carpet and then ridicule anyone who questions their findings but 

the reality is there are huge, gaping holes that need to be filled which they refuse to see or even 

acknowledge. 

Just imagine the outrage from the screaming left side of politics if a Christian movement or the 

Church of Scientology said that only food blessed by their clergy could be consumed by their 

members and then set up a certification operation that food manufacturers could sign up to for a 

fee, paid for by the consumer, regardless of whether they followed that religion. 

 

 



 

As a member of the public and one who has followed the growth of Islam in the west for the last 12 

years I am greatly concerned at the lack of transparency surrounding Halal certification funds as well 

as other forms of Islamic funding in Australia such as Islamic schools and Mosques.  We have already 

had several recent investigations in to the potential misuse of millions of dollars of Tax Payer funds 

in Islamic schools.   

Whether we like it or not and whether our Governments are prepared to admit it or not western 

nations have an ever growing problem with radical Islam.  This fact can no longer be denied and 

unless Australia and her political elite are prepared to put aside political correctness, self-

advancement and vote hunting attitudes we will see Islamic issues in Australia of the same 

magnitude as Europe within a matter of a couple of decades.  There is nothing more certain! 

Just because our intelligence agencies, the Police and other Government departments say they have 

no evidence as yet of illegal misuse of Australian Halal certification funds most certainly does not 

mean it is not happening.  Without quoting references as there is no need, a simple Google search 

will show even the most basic computer user a myriad of examples where Muslim Brotherhood 

affiliates have profited from their dual roles as Halal certification boards in France and Canada.  The 

Union of the Islamic Organizations in France and the Muslim Association of Canada, both strongly 

associated with the Muslim Brotherhood, have made significant profits from certifying food as Halal. 

In the case of MAC, the money it made was subsequently given to IRFAN, a front charity for Hamas. 

In the USA, the Islamic Society of North America, an organisation involved in Halal certification, was 

named by the Justice Department, in 2007 and 2008, as a co-conspirator for two federal trials 

dealing with the financing of millions to terrorist group, Hamas. 

The Australian Institute of Criminology reported that in the US from 2001 to 2008, there were 26 

cases of charges against not-for-profit charities providing financial or material support to terrorist 

organisations. Direct links to Hamas and the Muslim Brotherhood were found.  

Considering the above and notwithstanding political correctness and the normal political pandering 

to minority groups, why are we being so naïve? 

Unfortunately and unbeknown to many Australians, whether it be through ignorance or nonchalance 

we, and many other western nations are yet to deal with the biggest threat to our freedom, values, 

freedom of speech and way of life that we have seen since Nazi Germany in the middle of the 20
th

 

century, Islam the ideology and its literal interpretation. 

As Bernard Lewis, the world renowned Middle Eastern historian said relatively recently, “I have two 

words for the west in regards to Islam’s growth in western nations, WAKE UP!!” 
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Dear Sir/Madam

I am contacting you today and on behalf of other members of my household  with our concern to 
the Halal Certification of food,  like all other certification why is this not governed by a Government 
department? 

 Our rights as Christians and consumers have been totally disregarded with companies not properly 
identifying whether our food has had some religious ritual performed on it.  ‘We do not want to be 
eating any food that has been slaughtered under the name of Halal this is such a cruel practise and 
to say that is not carried out here in Australia is a blatant lie.  As an Australian I am tired of having to 
be so accepting to be classed as a friendly multi-cultural country.  I am a fourth generation Australia 
with my children a 5th, why is it we are pandering to the minorities here?  

Having labels for dietary and safety is one thing but to change our food in accordance to one’s 
religion or so called ideology is another thing.  Muslims for example can say a pray over their food 
before consuming, so why do we need to have a tax imposed on us.  I call it a tax as I am pretty 
confident companies who pay for these yearly fees are passing it onto us the consumer.  

For export reasons then the user should pay, I’m sure export sales would not decrease.   We have a 
country that produces produce that these countries cannot match and that is why they want it,  not 
having Halal Certification isn’t going to change this fact.

Please stop the Halal Certification and the cruel slaughter that is taking place!!!  User should pay for 
the certification that they want on their food.  NO HALAL CERTFICATION FOR THIS AUSTRALIAN 
FAMILY

Regards
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Submission for Third Party Certification of Food. 

Please note my submission related to Halal Certification of foods and Halal Slaughter only. 

My submission is based on my personal knowledge and experience in shopping for non Halal 
Certified Goods. 

My question and comments are as follows 

Why are we the majority of the population paying for one small part’s needs? Why are we allowing 
the barbaric practise of non stun slaughter in a first world country like Australia? This is in relation to 
both Kosher and Halal Certified Meat. However the issue is that not all meat is Kosher, however the 
Halal killing seems to have been ingrained in our slaughter houses, why? Why is it acceptable for a 
Muslim to cut an animals neck and make it bleed out, in the 21st Century. What did Muslims eat 
before Halal Certification? Halal Certification of food, cat food, cleaning products, where does it all 
end? 

For years Australian workers have been pushed out of the slaughter house system. Due to the 
increased assumed demand for Halal Slaughtered meat, we have thrown all the work that we have 
done to kill animals quickly and without pain for the wants of a few. We do not need Halal 
Slaughters meat for domestic consumption, for Export this is sufficient, so why can’t this be done? 

Why are we contributing to the Muslim Community without knowledge? Why is every Halal 
Certification dollar put back into the Muslim Community and not shared with the rest of us? Why are 
we not being given a choice as to buy non Halal Certified goods or not? Why can’t the Muslim 
community make its own money instead of taking it from us is such sneaky ways? We don’t want to 
support more Muslim infrastructure, the same as we don’t want to pay for new Churches, or new 
Synagogues. 

We say that religion cannot be forced on others, however every time a non Muslim buys a Halal 
Certified good we are contributing to the Muslim Community. This is not right or fair, Hindus cannot 
Hindu certify food, can you imagine the uproar if we said lets certify everything Christian? This would 
not be acceptable, so why do we allow another religion Muslim to take money from the rest of the 
population for their own needs? 

This is not acceptable in a first world country like Australia, I am happy for people to have Halal 
Certified Foods, however I am not happy about companies being forced to be Halal Certified due to 
being told that they will miss out of sales if the products are Halal Certified. This is not right however 
as when food is Halal Certified I wont eat it, Hindus cant eat it , other religions cannot eat it so really 
this is only looking after one part of the population. 

Please take this Halal Certification out of these tax free entities, get the government to do it, or 
make it FREE for all companies. We need and want a choice, we want all meat clearly marked Halal 
Slaughtered so that we can make a choice. At the moment nothing is labelled correctly in Meat 
especially, why? This reeks of trying to pull the wool over our eyes , and we are not happy. 



My suggestion is as follows 

1) Take the tax free status from all these Halal Certifiers, they are running a business and need 
to pay tax on this income, this is unbelievable that they have charity status, they are not 
charities they are big business. 

2) Take the certification process away from any Muslim groups. Do this internally with the 
government so that you don’t have to charge for it

3) Do not halal kill meat for the domestic market, we don’t want or need it., you know a 
Muslim can make food Halal simply by praying over it before eating, there is no need for this 
certification to start with 

Please do some research on the Halal Certification movement worldwide and what it is trying to do, 
raise money from westerners, that’s it, refer to South Africa experience for proof. 

This is not about being racist or bigoted, it’s about giving cold hard facts and getting this money 
making exercise out of one Religions hands and into the government. 

Please do not discriminate on the base of religion forcing all of the population to eat Halal 
Slaughtered and Halal Certified goods to appease a few is not the way Australia is supposed to work, 
wealth for TOIL, not wealth by stealth!   
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-----Original Message-----
From: Peter Stockel  
Sent: Monday, 18 May 2015 4:22 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Food Certification.

economics.sen.

Dear Sir,

I feel it is very inappropriate for religious parties of any denomination to force companies to pay to have its
 certification on our food.

There seems to be a move by a certain religion to control our country although they have only recently come
 here.

I was brought up on Vegemite and it is an Australian icon, I just cannot bring myself to buy it while it has a
 Halal sign on it and I am not sure where the money ends up.
I find it hard to believe that Vegemite which is a by-product of making beer, an alcoholic drink, would be
 bought by any Muslim.
Our Forefathers fought for this country and we seem to be giving it away. I feel sorry for children growing up
 now as they are going to face an internal group who want to do them harm.

Yours,

Peter Stockel.

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=DERMODYK
mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
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From: Graeme Mac  
Sent: Monday, 18 May 2015 5:38 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third Party Certification of Food

Senate Standing Committees on Economics
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600

Dear Members

Please review one of the many articles published by Muslim groups around the world -
 it provides a balanced view of Halal Certification, which I'm sure will assist you in
 conducting this inquiry.

1. Halal Certification schemes around the world are raking in TRILLIONS of dollars.  If
 Muslims can’t de-radicalise themselves with funds from these rackets, then the
 Australian Government is kidding itself into thinking that tax payer funds will make an
 ounce of difference.  Throwing money at this problem will not fix it - just feed it.

2. When you allow one law for a religious sect and make another law for others, you
 will undoubtedly create a division in society - that's what's been allowed to happen
 surreptitiously.  The “don’t offend the Muslim policy” because of “Political
 Correctness” is over - we’re all sick of it!  Because of Government inaction on this and
 other Islamic issues, groups of "Aussies" across Australia are amassing in numbers
 and venting their displeasure at the incremental Islamisation of this country.  Expect
 that to increase and become more explosive as pockets of do gooders, bearded
 buffoons & paid performing seals try to disrupt these LEGAL rallies – irrespective of
 how the Media try to portray it.

3. It should NEVER be considered racist or illegal to raise concerns over this vile
 medieval cult; which incorporates a totalitarian political system and a barbaric & brutal
 legal system - masquerading as a religion.  It's time to realise that Islam will NEVER
 co-exist with any other religious group or culture on the face of the planet – and yes
 folks, it’s NOT THE RELIGION OF PEACE.  For the good of this country, the arrogant
 hypocrisy of Sharia Law needs to be eradicated, in all its forms.

4. Animals are sadistically slaughtered - in contravention of animal welfare guidelines,
 which view animal cruelty as; killing an animal in an inhumane manner.

5. Money paid for Halal Certification is only benefitting the future of Islam.

6. Money raised is almost certainly funding terrorist organisations around the globe

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=DERMODYK
mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au


 and a forensic examination of the Certifiers accounts should be conducted, including
 their so called aid agencies.

7. An inability to make a choice NOT to purchase Halal products because the
 products do NOT display clear labelling.

8. Failure to provide NON Halal food products - no longer able to purchase some food
 groups from local supermarkets that aren't Halal certified.  Other food groups are sure
 to follow leaving no choice but to comply with the insane religious laws of Islam -
 having Sharia Law forced down my throat, literally.

9. Discrimination against NON Muslim workers because of their religion – and
 therefore the inability to be recognised for employment in any part of the Halal
 Certification process.  This becomes more significant as the Halal process extends to
 all stages of the production cycle - from the earth to the supermarket trolley.  Halal
 certified food for livestock, Halal certified farms, Halal certified transport, Halal
 certified packaging – and, of course someone Halal certified to sell it.  That’s where
 this is headed.

10. Iconic food labels such as Vegemite & Anzac biscuits are now Halal certified & an
 insult to most Australians.  This is just an example of the “in your face” attitude of
 Islam.

11. Failure of Coles & Woolworths to declare and/or label their own products as Halal
 Certified.

12. Halal Certification is only ONE aspect of the incremental islamisation of this
 country.  Sharia Law is openly practised and the Parliamentary Inquiry should be
 extended to investigate other aspects, including the following;

a). FGM and arranged marriages.

b). Polygamy.

c). Breeding grounds of hatred (aka Mosques) being approved by Councils willy-nilly,
 with little or no community consultation.

d). The wearing of full face coverings in public - despite being illegal for others to wear
 balaclavas or full face helmets into same areas.

e). Closing down streets for prayers.

f). Closing down business for prayers.

g). Wanton display of ISIL death cult flags & banners to behead infidels - very different
 to displaying a National Flag for instance.

Proudly Australian. 

Graeme McIntyre 
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From: Joan Gray 
Sent: Monday 18th May 2015 
To: Economics, Committee (SEN) 
Subject: Food Certifications 
  
Dear Senator 
I am very angry that I have to purchase goods and food that are Halal Certified.  I 
am not a Muslim and take offence that we who are not have to purchase Halal  
Certified products. For 12 to 18% of our Australian population why do we have to 
cover the cost of Halal Certification?  
  
I had been purchasing Vegemite all my life, as did my parents and this Halal  
Certification has stopped that now. That is just one of hundreds of products that we 
purchase that are affected. How come this Certification only came in to being in the 
80’s and now we Australians have to pay for it?  I am sure the Muslim population ate 
prior to this and used goods and food that were not Halal Certified.  
  
This is getting out of control and I am glad that the Government are now looking at 
it and I hope they are looking at it seriously. It is a scam and I have seen some 
members of the Muslim faith say so themselves. It is bullying and against our laws. 
  
As for the so called export reason for Halal Certification, what happened prior to the 
bringing in of the Certification?  They still purchased goods and food from other 
countries. Surely they know what they can and cannot eat.  We are Australian and if 
they want our produce good, but not at the expense of our growers and producers 
who have to follow these strict and ridiculous rules.  If you really looked into it you 
would find out that they only follow their own rules when the inspectors are coming 
to see them.  
  
Thank you for looking into this. 
Regards 
Joan Gray 
  
 



ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 62

Submission Details: Ms India Hubbard





From: 
Sent: Monday, 18 May 2015 10:34 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Submissions Food Certification - Parliament of Australia

Dear people reading this,

I think it is ridiculously insensitive of you to agree with getting rid of the halal labelling (if you do agree with
 it), it is not some sort of terrorist scheme and you are just ignorant for thinking so. It is about respecting other
 people and their religious and cultural beliefs, not something that should be up for debate. Having this labelling
 is just like labelling the ingredients to make sure people with allergies can avoid foods they cannot eat this is
 the same. You should all take a bit of your time to actually discover what halal food is before you start
 assuming that it immediately leads to a "death cult" . Australia is about its acceptance of others and its
 multicultural community and we pride ourselves on it, so why are some of you finding it so difficult to to
 accept other people and saying things like if you don't like it leave, that is just so racist and not something that
 a country who is proudly multicultural should be saying. reading some of the other submissions and there
 stance on it is making me so sad, and I sincerely hope the majority of Australia is not thinking the same way as
 the people boycotting and saying things like if you don't like it leave. And to the people saying these things I
 get the feeling you don't realise you are the ones not particularly liking it so maybe take some of your own
 advice.

from India H.
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From: YVCC  
Sent: Monday, 18 May 2015 11:21 AM 
To: Economics, Committee (SEN) 
Subject: certifications

This is wonderful news – for far too long we have been paying Halal taxes – the supermarkets
 will NOT display Halal products – as shoppers for our family we are mortified by the amount of
 Halal items in the supermarkets – and we object to paying for this tax.  Sincerely trust this
 legislation is passed.

Yours truly
Y. CREAN
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Senate Standing Committees on Economics 

Inquiry: the Third party certification of food 

PO Box 6100 

Parliament House 

Canberra ACT 2600 

Phone: +61 2 6277 3540 

Fax: +61 2 6277 5719 

E-mail: economics.sen@aph.gov.au 

Web: http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/OnlineSubmission/Submit 

Dear Senate Committee, 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit, and I wish to register my concern in favour of Third Party 

Certification of Food (‘3PC’). 

I have first knowledge of the food industry being a supplier and auditor for some 25 years.  I have a B.Sc. 

double majoring in Biochemistry and Organic Chemistry, a Certificate IV in Workplace Training and 

Assessment, and an External Auditor in both QA and HACCP.  I have worked in and around all types of 

food production and manufacturing throughout Australia. 

Many or most organisations choose to allow, and actually, promote 3PC.  This can vary from ISO, e.g. 9001, 

HACCP, Heart Tick, Made in Australia, Kosher, Halal, etc. 

To isolate one or more 3PC and remove them from the food label is quite inward locally, and quite emotive 

in the reasoning as by not placing that one or more 3PC identifiers doesn’t mean that the food still doesn’t 

comply with that individual or more 3PC, as there is no compulsion for the label to be identified with 

discretionary labeling.  Food companies cold still make two lines of the same produce – one labeled with all 

the information, the other with reduced number of 3PC’s.  In fact, they could have multiple lines of the same 

produce with varying label information depending upon their target market. 

In the current emotive environment of Halal, the critics lack proper understanding of where the funds are 

directed inappropriately, and somehow end up funding possible military functions.  How absurd, what about 

Kosher – is that supposedly funding Israel military operations?  No, I have no belief in any of that belief. 

I would like to confirm that consumers would not know if a food was or was not Halal, Kosher, or similar 

3PC status if the food label dropped off that 3PC.  The consensus against the food is emotive and lacks 

knowledge. 

This inquiry should have never been allowed to have been formed, and only allows further fever of the 

xenophobic portion of Australia. 

Yours sincerely, 

John Hanley, B.Sc.   

mailto:economics.sen@aph.gov.au
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From:  
Sent: Monday, 18 May 2015 6:25 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Food Certification Inquiry.
Importance: High

Here are the reasons I am against halal certification and the questions I want answered.

1. Why are the fees paid by businesses for halal certification kept secret? Why do the
 business's have to sign non disclosure agreements?

2. Why are there 16+ privately run halal certification companies in Australia, all charging
 whatever amounts they want, when Indonesia only has 1 Government run halal certifier? If
 foods need to be halal certified, then let the Government run it and let the money go back
 into the whole Australian community.

3. For meat to be halal, the animal needs to be slaughtered a certain way. Throat slit while
 animal is conscious. Is it true that there are at least 15 abattoirs in Australia that
 slaughter animals using no stun? It is barbaric.

4. Australia is a predominantly Christian country, so why are we being forced to eat meat
 that has been preyed over to a “god” that we don't even recognise?

5. If halal certification is supposed to help Muslims recognise what they can and cant eat,
 then why do so many companies that pay for the certification stamp choose not to display
 it on their products?

6. Why are abattoirs paying a certification fee and then packing all the meat in one truck
 and delivering it to butchers and supermarkets who then put it all in the one fridge and
 display it all in the one display fridge. Once pork products are shelved, stored or
 transported with other meats, the other meats immediately become non halal anyway.

7. We are told halal certification monies goes towards to building of more mosques and
 Islamic schools. We know that there are quite a few mosques where the hatred of
 Australia is preached. As for Islamic schools, the same schools where a principal has said
 that girls are forbidden to run in races because it will cause them to lose their virginity.
 Do we need schools like that here?

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
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8. In Canada halal certification money was found to be used to fund organisations linked to
 extremist organisations. I have no doubt that would be happening here as well.

9. Halal is a part of sharia law and we DO NOT want any part of Sharia law in Australia.

So, what would I like to see?

 If Halal Certification IS required,  I would prefer certification to be a Government run
 organisation.

I would like every business who pays for halal certification to have to display the stamp on
 their products. I want all Australian abattoirs to stun before killing.

Respectfully Yours

God Bless Australia Forever.

mailto:malhedges@westnet.com.au
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From: Sternhell  
Sent: Wednesday, 20 May 2015 1:57 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: re Senate Inquiry in to certification schemes

Dear Madam/Sir,
I would like to submit some points for the committee
 to consider in the certification inquiry.

In my submission, I will be predominantly discussing
 Halal certification schemes, but will touch on aspects
 of organic certification and Kosher certification
 schemes.

Kosher certified products are almost always in a
 special section of supermarkets and clearly labelled.
 It is quite clear to consumers which products are
 Kosher. The customers are well aware they will be
 paying more for the products. Many items of fresh
 food in particular are intrinsically Kosher and thus do
 not require certification and do not have
 certification. Jews know the rules here. This is why
 the Kosher sections in supermarkets are quite small.
 The Beth Din are the certifying body in Australia.
 From what I gather, certification is a major source of

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
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 their revenue, but I do not have access to their
 financial records, so I am thus unqualified to
 comment on the amounts they make from this.
 Could the Beth Din survive without the certification
 section? Would the Jewish community support them
 via synagogues to allow Beth Din to do what they
 do? I do realize that if Halal certification is banned or
 made not-for-profit and not for direct religious
 activity funding, this should also apply to Kosher
 certification as well. Ironically, many of the rules of
 Halal and Kosher are the same, which is why some
 products have both Kosher and Halal certification.
 On the subject of meat, Kosher compliance is very
 similar to Halal, but with a couple of important
 differences. Kosher slaughter practice allows the
 animal to be stunned first, which is not done in Halal
 slaughter. It is interesting why animal liberationists
 do not scream about the suffering involved in Halal
 slaughter. Second important difference is that Halal
 slaughter demands that the slaughterman be
 Muslim. This employment practice discriminates
 against all non-Muslim potential slaughtermen. If the
 amount of Halal slaughtered meat for sale was
 commensurate with the Muslim population, this
 would be acceptable, but we are finding now that
 most meat sold is Halal. Thus, we are seeing



  employment discrimination- a non-Muslim potential
 slaughterman has very poor employment prospects.
 From what I gather, producers do not mind because
 there are lower hygiene compliance rules involved.
 Why should the 97.5% of Australians who are non-
Muslim have to have lower hygiene standards for
 their meat? Meat is usually not labelled Halal
 certified. Kosher certified meat is always well
 labelled and consumers pay a hefty premium for the
 meat.

My brother is in the organic produce field and tells
 me there are plenty of shops selling produce labelled
 “organic” which are not actually compliant with the
 very strict regulations. The regulations to be able to
 gain the coveted organic certification even go down
 to logging the fertilizers used. This is onerous and
 expensive, so it is easy to see why there would be
 cheating involved. The lure of charging unwitting
 consumers several times more for some food item
 (the extra being all profit) is obvious quite tempting
 for operators. I could see how such cheating
 effectively could raise the mark-up level by a factor
 of 5-10 times(500-1,000%.)

Given the very high cost of full organic compliance,



 perhaps there could be a half way certification- a
 semi organic classification that is still better produce,
 but affordable. To prevent fraud, inspectors would
 have to rove outlets to check fraudulent selling
 tactics. Realistically, it may have to be up to the
 department of Agriculture to oversee the levels of
 organic farming practices. Luckily, Australian food
 production methods are still vastly superior health
 wise to the US. Hormones and antibiotics used in
 meat production is not a big feature of this sector of
 the food industry in Australia. The treatment of
 wheat prior to harvesting with glyphosphate to make
 harvesting easier in the USA is something that all
 Americans should be protesting. Luckily, a lot of food
 in Australia is reasonably “organic” to begin with.
 The introduction of a semi-organic classification (eg
 pesticide free) could well help export sales.

Currently, some items are not labelled as Halal
 certified on the packaging in a way that can be seen
 by consumers without opening the package and thus
 rendering the product unsaleable should the
 prospective purchaser not wish to proceed with the
 purchase. Some religions stipulate that consumption



 of food that has been dedicated to another god is
 forbidden. By not giving these people adequate
 information, they are being deceived in to breaking
 the rules of their respective belief systems. Is this
 fair? Should the religious rights of other religions be
 compromised to appease ONE group? Where there
 are labels, they are often tiny. I often cannot see
 them without reading glasses.

Many products that are Halal certified are intrinsically
 Halal and do not require certification. In fact, ALL
 food is acceptable unless it is specifically Haram
 (forbidden.) The forbidden foods are alcohol, swine
 products(pork), carrion and blood. For example, ALL
 seafood is intrinsically Halal. Certification is simply
 unnecessary. Certifying bodies requesting payment
 to certify products which do not require certification
 are clearly engaging in deceptive conduct. In
 Australian vernacular, it is referred to as a “scam.”

There are instances of pressure being brought to bear
 on producers to pay for Halal certification. Dick
 Smith has publicly stated how pressure was put on to
 him to go Halal. Coercion is unlawful in Australia. It is
 interesting to note that Halal certification is a
 relatively new phenomenon- it has only been around



 for about 30 years. Why was it not required for the
 other 1370 years??  If a Muslim is unable to ascertain
 if food is permissible, under Islamic rules, they can
 simply say a prayer and consume the food. Muslims
 would not starve if Halal certification were to cease.
 Certification is simply unnecessary. It adds to the
 cost of food production. It will inevitably lead to
 higher prices for consumers, 97.5% who are not
 interested in the Halal compliance. This is going by
 the official statistic of the Muslim population of
 Australia being 2.5% .

I have seen the figure of 82% of Australian food being
 Halal certified. This to service 2.5% of the population.
 It is becoming difficult to find non-Halal to service
 the 97.5 % of the population who are non-Muslim.
 Discrimination against the majority-this is
 Democracy? It is the exact opposite of Democracy.
 This certainly fails the “pub test” as radio
 commentator Alan Jones puts it. It fails miserably.

Halal certification even extends to cat food and dog
 food. Dogs are despised by Muslims almost as much
 as pigs. Halal certified dog food-no Muslim would
 have a pet dog. The sales of Halal dog food to
 Muslims would be precisely zero. Those that have



 “sold” the certification to dog food producers have
 very clearly been misled. This is very clearly
 deceptive conduct . Halal certified Easter eggs
 (Cadbury in particular) would also not be sold to
 Muslims. Easter is a Christian festival which no
 Muslim would celebrate and certainly not with
 Easter eggs. To add insult to injury, Easter is based
 on the ancient pagan fertility festival, even more
 abhorrent than “People of the Book” in the eyes of
 Muslims. Cadbury have clearly been deceived in to
 paying for Halal certification of Easter eggs. Full
 priced sales to Muslims would have been zero. In
 fact, people who oppose Halal certification are
 boycotting Cadbury altogether. This would explain
 why the factory in Hobart had to close for several
 weeks over Christmas, yet sales of Lindt (who flatly
 refuse to go Halal)branded chocolate, which are
 considerably more expensive and of arguably only
 slightly better quality are surging.

King Island dairy Halal certification. The certifier did
 not want to fly to the island, so just gave the
 certification certificate without inspecting the
 facilities as long as the certification fee was paid. This
 is suspect conduct to say the least. No actual service
 performed, but fees paid.



It is absolutely essential to the inquiry to forensically
 investigate where the money goes. It is well known
 that many Halal certification schemes are run by
 mosques. This has allowed a veritable explosion of
 new mosques, Islamic schools and other Islamic
 institutions to promote Sharia law we see springing
 up across Australia. From what I gather, some of the
 certification money from independent certifiers goes
 in to the general Zakat pool. If you look at the Qur’an
 Sura 9 verse 60 , it states where this “charity” money
 goes. One of the 8 “charities” is “the cause of Allah”
 ie spreading Sharia law(observance of Islam, which in
 turn MEANS submission to Allah and the ways of the
 Qur’an.) In book 4 of the Hadith, the meaning of
 “cause of Allah” is also known as Jihad. Bottom line,
 Halal certification funds Jihad and promotion of
 Sharia law.

If one looks at just what Sharia law entails, it is pretty
 well the opposite of our Judeo-Christian cultural
 dictates. Women and homosexuals are very clearly
 discriminated against. A women’s opinion is looked
 at as vastly lower than a man’s. This is not in our
 culture at all. In a rape case, four males must testify.
 Call me a pessimist, but this is not very likely to



 occur. In Sweden in particular, there has been a
 massive increase in sexual assault with the increase
 in the Islamic population(3.6%), especially child
 rapes. The Qur’an clearly states that Muslims may
 rape non-Muslim women and steal their property.
 Sura 2 verse 191 commands Muslims to slay non-
Muslims. Blatant murder like this is not part of our
 culture. Christianity has almost completely grown
 out of this sort of behaviour. Islam has not. It is a
 well known fact that the Prophet Mohammad
 married Aisha when she 6 and did not consummate
 the marriage until she was 9. Under Sharia law that
 Halal certification promotes, child marriages would
 be allowed in Australia. Currently, sex with a 9 year
 old is clearly statutory rape. Under the Sharia law
 that is promoted by Halal certification funding, this
 would become normal practice. This is the cultural
 incompatibility that Halal certification promotes. It is
 not a racial issue. Sharia is clearly not the Australian
 way. As mentioned previously, Halal slaughter should
 be getting animal liberationists in hysterics. There is
 plenty of video footage of Halal slaughter on the
 internet. It is not pretty. Why should most meat
 slaughter in supposedly civilized Australia comply
 with these practices which are abhorrent to most
 Australians?



Halal certification is a round-about religious tax. It
 used to be called Jizzya or Dhimmitude- a tax on non-
Muslims to spare their lives. The money went to
 Islamic coffers to further squeeze Christians in
 particular out of the homelands. Effectively, this
 religious tax funds our own cultural destruction. In
 this supposedly Democratic nation, would over 50%
 of the population want this if they were properly
 informed? Is it Democracy in action to appease a
 (small) minority group at the extreme expense of the
 vast majority?  Remember, the “extreme expense” is
 the destruction of what our very society stands for.

Recommendations-
1)Investigate where Halal certification money goes. If
 there is evidence that it goes to groups such as
 Hamas or Hizb-ut Tahrir, Halal certification must be
 abolished immediately. Funding terrorism is illegal as
 far as I know. If evidence emerges of cultural
 subversion (Sharia law in particular) being funded by
 certification proceeds, then the certification process
 in question must be banned.
2)Make certification strictly voluntary. As with money
 in general, the financial incentives of certification
 schemes well and truly have the capacity to create



 unethical behaviour. Money for religious certification
 must not change hands. To avoid the “victim card”, it
 would have to apply across the board.  Most
 Australians would have no problem that various
 products comply with some religious code.
 Information about which products are complaint
 could very easily be distributed in the respective
 houses of worship and the social networks of the
 respective groups. Realistically, the sort of person
 who would only eat Halal or Kosher certified would
 be the same sort of person who would attend the
 Mosque or Synagogue regularly.
3)Clear labelling of certification should be mandatory.
 Consumers have the right to know what they are
 paying for. From those who might be offended by
 consuming food sacrificed to another god, they too
 have a right to informed consent. Preferably there
 should be designated areas of supermarkets for
 certified products-Kosher, Halal and organic.  
4)The public need to be informed about religious
 certification if they are still going to be
 surreptitiously be paying for it. It would have to be
 unbiased and truthful. Political Correctness has no
 place when telling things as they are.
5)Provision must be made for those who do not wish
 to pay for certification of products not aimed at



 them(97.5% in the case of Halal certified produce) to
 opt out of paying for a service they do not specifically
 want. Currently, people who do not want to pay for
 Halal certification have had no choice but to  boycott
 the products altogether. For our family, this has
 meant the banning from the house of a number of
 our favourite foods. Personally, I would like to
 continue my support of said fine Australian products,
 but I bear more loyalty for Australian cultural values
 than for example our favourite Tasmanian smoked
 salmon.  

Bottom line. If any evidence is found linking Halal
 certification with deceptive conduct, funding
 terrorism or funding cultural subversion, the practice
 must be banned immediately. If Kosher certification
 is found to be deceptive or funding terrorism(yet to
 see Beth Din promoting Judaism) it too would have
 to be banned. Organic certification may need
 differing levels to make higher quality food available
 without costing large amount of consumers’ money.
 Kosher and Halal slaughter practices must be
 reviewed in the interests of animal welfare
 standards. If they do not come up to scratch, then
 Halal and /or Kosher meat will just have to be
 banned for not complying with health or ethical



 standards. Like with the recent Johnny Depp dog
 fiasco, nobody is above the law.

I hope some of my points are of value to the inquiry.
 Please do not allow Political Correctness to influence
 what can be discussed. If the truth is supressed, all
 that would be left would be untruths.

I thank you for your attention.

James Sternhell B.D.S.
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From: Sue Groves  
Sent: Wednesday, 20 May 2015 11:47 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal Slaughter and Certification Committee

To the Committee,

for the enquiry into,

Halal Certification,

Dear Sir's/Madame's,

I am an Australian born citizen who does not want to pay a religious tax on my shopping
 items. I was raised Lutheran and find the ritual slaughtering of animals for any purpose
 abhorrent in every way. I also find it unacceptable to pay a non government tax on
 everyday items.

It has been claimed by senators in our government that halal slaughter and certification are
 needed for our cattle export. Then why are we as Australians being forced to buy domestic
 halal slaughtered meat. We are not eating our export meat, so there is no reasonable
 purpose for halal certification on our Domestic market. If Muslims want ritually
 slaughtered meat to comply with their religion, then there should be specific butchers and
 slaughter houses that only do this, as there should be for Kosher as well, that does not
 infringe on the rest of the Australian Citizens rights to have non halal/Kosher meats.

By doing my own research I have also found with in the Quran that Halal when in regards
 to the Islamic religion only applies to Meat, Meat Products, Blood, the consuming of dog
 or pig meat and of Alcohol. Why then am I being forced to buy products such as Halal
 certified toilet paper, sanitary products and foods such as honey and milk that is natural
 and therefore already halal. If you don't see this as a money making rort on the Australian
 people and in fact on the worlds non Muslim population, then you are blind to the facts.

It has also been claimed by a Senator that employee's of Meat works will lose their jobs if
 the halal slaughter is stopped within the majority of slaughter houses. This is just not true,
 as Australian slaughter-men will always be needed within these companies, the only one's
 that will lose their jobs are the Muslim slaughterers who can all find work at a specified
 halal only slaughter house, Therefore it will actually increase the jobs for Non-Muslim
 workers.
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It has also come to my attention that the Greens are demanding products be certified by
 them as well, this is unacceptable, if they want products to be deemed safe for the
 environment then this should be a free service to aid our environment not a money making
 rort by the Australian Greens.

Companies and members of Government world wide have jumped on this band wagon
 without thought to the millions of non Muslims that buy their products or place them in
 office. I for one do not and will not buy a halal certified product, which is my right as a
 citizen of this country and as a NON-Muslim. If something is not done by this committee
 to change or end this tax, that does not go to the people of Australia in the form of
 taxation, then many businesses will go bankrupt as more and more citizens become aware
 of what is going on.

Be aware there is a growing number of Australians who are researching this subject
 intensely, So any false or misleading evidence given by this committee in the final report
 can and will be exposed.

FACT:

Halal is an Arabic word that means "permissible." In terms of food, it means food that is permissible according
 to Islamic law. For a meat to be certified "halal," it cannot be a forbidden cut (such as meat from hindquarters)
 or animal (such as pork.)

The slaughter of a halal animal is called "zabihah" and there are certain guidelines to follow:

· Allah's (God's) name must be pronounced during slaughter.

· The instrument must be very sharp to ensure humane slaughter. The animal must be slit at the
throat.

· The animal must not be unconscious

· The animal must be hung upside down and allowed to bleed dry. Eating blood is not halal.

· These steps must be accomplished by a Muslim or the People of the Book (Christian or Jew.) Many
observant Muslims find kosher meat acceptable.

· The animal must have been fed a natural diet that did not contain animal by-products.

The above is the process and directions for halal permissible meat, in Australia our animals
 are suppose to be stunned unconscious so that they are not aware of their death. In
 Australia we have a slaughter house code of practice, which should apply to the killing of
 all animals. There should be no religious exemptions.

Below-



FACT:

Standard 6: Humane slaughter procedures Principles 1. Livestock are effectively restrained
 with minimal stress and for minimal duration prior to stun. 2. Livestock are effectively
 stunned with appropriate equipment for the species and class of livestock. 3. Where
 reversible stunning is used, sticking is applied promptly and in a manner that ensures
 animals do not regain sensibility. 4. Animals must be effectively stunned before sticking
 commences7 . 5. Procedures are in place to confirm that the animal has been effectively
 stunned and signs of insensibility are monitored to the point of death; corrective action is
 immediately taken as required. 6. The operation of stunning and associated procedures are
 designed and conducted to ensure that livestock are insensible when hoisted and will not
 regain sensibility on the bleed rail. 7. Dressing, excluding bleed out procedures, must not
 commence until the animal is confirmed to be dead.

Information on all to do with Halal slaughter and Certification is plentiful on the internet, I
 suggest you all do your part as Australian Citizens and study the truth. I do not want my
 hard earned dollars to go anywhere other than into Australian industries and infrastructure.
 It is up to you to make sure your are looking after all of the Australian people, not just a
 small minority of them. Please also take in to consideration that like every other religion
 Islam can pray over their food before they eat it, effectively cancelling out the need for
 Halal Certification. Everybody has noticed the cost rise of foods and other items, and
 every body knows businesses pass any extra costs onto consumers. This ridiculous
 religious tax has increased the cost of our foods and it needs to be eradicated from our
 country.

Solution:

Ban All ritual killings of animals for Domestic and Overseas Markets. (Even in their own
 countries they can pray over their own food)

Ban all companies from supplying halal/Kosher certified products in Australia. (Muslims
 and Jews can pray over their food and anything else they feel they need to pray over)

Ban All Domestic halal/Kosher slaughter in Australia. (Again meat can be prayed over before being
 consumed like every other religion)

If the export Market needs Halal or Kosher slaughter then it is to only be done for such purposes
 never for the domestic market. Or increase live trade so that they can slaughter the animals to their
 specifications in their own Country.

Ban All religious Taxes on all supplies within Australia.

Overseas suppliers must adhere to the domestic market rules, by clearly marking their products as
 halal/Kosher or supply Australia with non halal alternatives.

It is way past time, for this enquiry to look into the distribution of Halal certified fees, and
 the truth behind the so called halal slaughter. Prime Minister Gillard in her term stopped
 live export because of the outcry against this horrific slaughter, it's time for you to find the
 truth amongst the lies and stop this slaughter and certification from happening against the



 wishes of the Australian people. 

Kindest Regards

Mrs Susan Groves
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From: Judy Kennedy  
Sent: Friday, 15 May 2015 2:14 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Certification of products

Dear Sir

I am writing to object strongly to the certification of products.   There is so much money being spent on this and
 these are my very real concerns.

1. Many products are not clearly labelled  to allow us a choice that we have every right to make.

2. Companies in most instances are forced to sign a “non disclosure” form so we have no idea how much is
 paid.  This is not transparent enough and raises many concerns.

3. Where these monies actually end up is concerning also, as like all religions they support their own
 “charities”  Which charities? and Where?  I for one like many others believe that Hamas and the Muslim
 Brotherhood are terror groups yet they are also considered by the Islamic community as charities?

4. I can understand why many companies would want to export to overseas countries thus allowing for certain
 certifications and I have no problem with that.  Why then doesn’t the Government take over these
 certifications, charging a “normal” fee similar to what they do in Malaysia and the Government  actually being
 in charge of the certification. Then only export products would need to carry these certification.

I would dearly love to me kept informed on how this senate enquiry is being conducted.

Regards

Judy Kennedy
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From: Louise Zollo 
Sent: Tuesday, 19 May 2015 1:31 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: SENATE INQUIRY INTO FOOD CERTIFICATION SCHEMES

Dear Inquiry staff,

I am writing to say that I have several concerns regarding certified food in Australia and I
 wish the Government to make changes to policy to address these concerns.

Current Labelling Requirements:

I wish religiously certified foods to be clearly labelled so that I can exercise my religious
 freedom and not eat food that has been dedicated to deities other than my own beliefs. My
 religion forbids this. As an example, I am not against a kosher supermarket where Jewish
 people can shop but I do not wish to be financially supporting other religions in
 mainstream supermarkets. 

I also strongly believe that companies that pay certification fees need to be transparent and
 have this information readily available to consumers who do or do not wish to participate
 in that certification scheme.

The consumer needs to be given information of how much of this extra 'certification tax' is
 part of the overall price just like the GST component of prices was often kept separate.
 This allows consumers to keep abreast of their contributions to these schemes.

Why cannot Australian companies pay for schemes that are for off shore markets in that
 other country? That keeps the money in that particular country and does not allow for that
 money to affect the Australian economy or society.

Information on certification processes:

Are animals being ritually slaughtered being done in accordance with animal cruelty laws
 in this country? This information needs to be available to the Australian public and law
 enforcement organisations. 

On a related matter it should be ensured that those who speak against these schemes and
 the uses of their money must not be sued for this! This is a democratic country with
 freedoms to speak. This must be preserved and we the voters will ensure this by only
 voting for governments who uphold our freedoms.

Yours sincerely 
S and L Zollo 
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From: jan Brandt 
Sent: Tuesday, 19 May 2015 3:04 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third party certification of food

 I oppose halal certification. Due to the fact that it was only brought into being in recent
 times to ensure that cattle are slaughtered in a ritually acceptable way for muzlims, yet
 everyone irrespective of belief are made to pay and it is now not limited to meat but all
 foodstuffs and even some services. This makes a lie of the original premise. 
More importantly, I fear the monies made are being directed to some dubious muzlim
 organisations like the muzlim brotherhood. Australians are not benefiting from these
 underhanded 'taxes' obtained by standover tactics, the money is going overseas.
Australia is a land of freedom, to be and do whatever you want, whether that be a certain
 religion or otherwise but that freedom must also include the right not to do or be
 something. There lies the problem with halal.   I do not agree with having to pay for halal
 or for that matter kosher or the heart tick goods either, but the sales of these are restricted
 to certain shops or sections of shops. I have the choice not to buy, I have little choice
 concerning halal. Where is my freedom of choice?
Thanks.

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au


ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 74

Submission Details: Ms Sue Davies





From:  
Sent: Tuesday, 19 May 2015 11:03 PM To: 
Economics, Committee (SEN) Subject: Re 
hala

To whom it may concern
My concern to certification of hala food for all. I don't understand why more more items are hala when not
 needed the certification. I don't agree to the animal cruelty which is practice and having it forced on myself
 without asking as I'm christian and this is Australia and there is all different religions and to have one above all
 is not right. I am not a racist.This is Australia fair go user pay. What happens with the money?someone step up
 and do something about this crap they only need to say pray over their meat. Why are you allowing this to
 happen? 
Thank you Susan davies  
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From: Scott Sneesby 
Sent: Tuesday, 19 May 2015 11:10 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third party certification of food

Greetings and salutations,

I would like to make a submission to the inquiry regarding food certification schemes.

I speak on behalf of my family, all of whom have the same opinion as I.

With regard to GMO food, I believe that GMO foods and non-food organisms should be
 banned and not permitted in Australia.
The use of agrichemicals is skyrocketing because of these GMO’s and WE eat the residue
 from them.

With regard to Halal Certification, I find it incredibly deceiving that most of the food sold in
 supermarkets is not labelled as certified if it actually is.
There is an example of ‘Coon’ brand cheese that is certified Halal but you cannot see this
 until you open the packet!
Certification for Halal costs the manufacturers and they surely pass that cost onto
 consumers.
I and my family are part of the 97% of non-muslim people in Australia and we do NOT like
 that we pay, albeit indirectly, for the funding of all things Islamic.
I believe that any certification should be done free of charge for those that require it.
I believe that non-meat products should NOT be able to be certified as Halal. There are far
 too many goods/services able to be purchased that are certified Halal that need NOT be. 
I believe that the public has a right to know what certification costs a manufacturer so they
 can make an informed decision regarding value for money for the product they intend
 purchasing.

Thank you for your time.

Scott Sneesby
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From: David Hammelswang  
Sent: Wednesday, 20 May 2015 12:22 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Cc: Brough, Mal (MP)
Subject: Submission for Third part certification of food.

Dear senators of Australia

As an Australian citizen I am becoming a little concerned about the roll religion is playing in
 shaping this nation.  In particular Islam.  The fact that this is a minority movement in this country
 I am struggling to comprehend how much voice they are given in how food is prepared and the
 fact that they can charge to have this food ‘third party certified’.  The big multi-national
 companies claim that the cost of certifying doesn’t get passed on to consumers.  Does this mean
 that the cost of ‘third party certification’ is payed for out of the company’s profits?  I understand
 that in order for these companies to remain competitive in the export market they are required
 to have third party certification, I as an Australian citizen just want to know that should I
 purchase a product that is third party certified that I’m not paying a hidden ‘religious’ tax for
 ‘third party certification’ that is called for from a religion that I have no association with.  If it is
 found to be a hidden ‘religious’ tax.  Can I claim this back from the government or the third
 party certification company?  It may only be a very small amount of money per purchase
 however it is something I shouldn’t be forced to pay.

An example of my frustration with this possible ‘religious’ tax is Vegemite.  This product was
 developed in Australia many moons ago yet carries the mark of Halal certification.  Why should I
 wish to enjoy this product be forced to purchase it when it contains the mark of a religious view
 which is a minority group within this country? Because I know very little about what cost I am
 paying for this possible religious tax I have forgone purchasing vegemite and any other products
 that contain the Halal logo.  I feel victim to a religion I have nothing to do with because they feel
 I must purchase a product like vegemite that contains a stamp I do not care about. 

The next concern I have with this so called religious certification stamps is what are the funds
 that pay for the certifying go towards? Are they going towards helping the greater community,
 ie. every Australian?  Are they going to helping the religious community only for which the
 certifying stamps represents?  Are they going to support terrorism?  Are they funding religious
 places of worship that potentially harbour terrorism? 

As much as some religions are good and do their part to help the community in need history also
 tells us they have been the cause of many wars, past and present.  For this reason any religion
 should not be able to force upon any Australian resident a cost associated with it whether it be
 for good and especially for bad.  It should also have no bearing with decisions made in the
 government locally, state and federally. 

Please keep this country the great place that it is.  We welcome people from all walks of life
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 however they need to assimilate and learn the ways of a great nation that isn’t controlled by
 crazy religious views.

Regards

David Hammelswang
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From: 
Sent: Wednesday, 20 May 2015 5:23 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: 

To: Economics committee [Senate]
Date 20/ May /2015

Subject : Food certification

Dear Senator

I am very concerned about Halal certification.

I ask the Senate to amend the corporations act 2001 to ensure that :

1.Products and services from halal-certified supplier are clearly labelled as " halal
 certified" to ensure consumers can make a conscious choice.

2.Any extra costs and fees associated with Islamic halal certification are born by
 Islamic community organisations according to the' user pay' principle.

3.No discrimination on gender or religious grounds is practised in Australian
 workplaces .

Animals in Australia [ pigs excepted ] are now mostly slaughtered by Muslim men
 in accordance with Sharia law.
Infidels and non Muslim are mostly not employed in this area.
I feel this most unfair.

It is now very difficult to buy non-halal chicken , beef, or lamb.
All major suppliers are now paying Islamic organisation ongoing fees.
I regard halal slaughter as objectionable religious rite and idol worship.
I do not wish to be subjected to unwanted religious practice.
AS a Christian I am not allowed to eat food that has been sacrificed to other god.

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Natasha.Rusjakovski@aph.gov.au
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au


ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 78

Submission Details: Ms Gale Sommers





From: Gale 
Sent: Wednesday, 20 May 2015 5:32 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal

Submission

Third party certification of food
Committee Secretariat
Senate Standing Committees on Economics
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra ACT  2600

The following is my submission, they are my thoughts and opinions on Food Certification
 Schemes.   I

Halal is an Islamic Religious Tax, any food to be considered halal it must comply with the
 religious ritual and observance of Sharia law.  We don’t have Sharia law in this country. 
 Our Muslum population plus exports to muslum countries, I think is a minority compared
 to the demand for non halal products to Australian consumers.
Canned vegetables
Milk
Fruit Nuts
Condiments
Fish
I might be wrong but I don’t think any of the above items have had a religious ritual or
 observation and yet are certified as halal for a fee.
Slaughter - To be halal certified the animal must be facing Mecca, have its throat cut while
 still alive and then ritually sacrificed by a Muslim who recites a prayer dedicating the
 slaughter to Allah. Because the animals must be slaughtered alive, stun guns are often not
 an option as they can kill an animal before the heart pumps out all the blood. 
   I don’t know what country the clip is from but I was
 under the impression and I might be wrong again, all animals in Australia were stunned
 before death so where are all our animal activists?  How cruel that clip is.
Certification means that food has been subjected to approved certification systems which
 guarantee to consumers that nothing in the food has any forbidden components. Does a
 peanut have forbidden components?  Halal certificates are issued, by a certifying body for
 a fee.  These fees collected by the Halal Certifiers; Can my Government guarantee any of
 this money is not going to IS?  I DON’T THINK SO. 
Sharia goes way beyond food and halal but the point I want to make here is that all of the
 halal certification organisations are operating under sharia law and desire for sharia law to
 be accepted as a part of our mainstream society.

a. The extent of FCS:  Gone too far, none of these fees come back to the
 Government or benefit the majority Australians.  Organic - easily recognized
 and doesn’t worry me, Kosher – I have never seen a logo but Kosher doesn’t
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 worry me either, Genetically Modified – I have never seen a logo and don’t
 comprehend why we would be playing around with Genes, this worries me
 somewhat, Halal – Worries me a great deal, read my opening paragraphs.

b. Current Labelling requirements:  Its my opinion the current labeling is
inadequate as I have not come across a certification logo in my supermarket
and I know the products I buy, some are Halal.  I have lost my freedom of
choice and I don’t wish my money to go to any religious organization without
my knowledge or approval.

c. Need for labeling:  There is a definite need for labeling, I want to know if there
is a Certification fee applied to the products I buy as the price of the product is
passed on to the customer.

d. Whether current schemes provide enough information: No they don’t.  Refer to
b. & c. above.

e. Details regarding certification fees paid: Refer to b., c. & d. above.
f. The importance of FCS in relation to exports.  Using the example of Halal

certification, I don’t know the value of our exports of meat are to Muslem
countries are in comparison to our own consumption of meat, most Australians
don’t know and what peanuts, fruit & vegetables have to do with Halal I’ll
never know.

g. The extent & adequacy of information: Totally inadequate.
1. Who are the certifiers and how many?
2. Does anyone have a register of Certifiers?
3. What are the certification processors?
4. What are the fees?
5. Where are the financial records?

Yours truly, 
Gail Sommers 
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Senate Standing Committee’s On Economics 
PO BOX 6100 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600 
 
Phone:- 612 6277 3540 
Fax:-   612 6277 5719 
 
Economics.sen@aph.gov.au 
 
RE: HALAL CERTIFICATION 
 
Thank you for taking the time to peruse my submission. 
Halal certification imposed on the vast majority of daily grocery items has resulted in 
feelings of dishonor of my values, opinions, as an Australian. Feelings of submission and 
vulnerability as an individual from what I thought was a democratic society hence 
concerns for the countries future that I live in. 
 
Halal means “permissible” in Arabic. This does not mean “permissible” to Christians. 
Islam commands Muslims to eat only halal. I am an Australian Citizen and of Christian 
faith. 
 
The above mentioned feelings I have expressed has raised such concern that I contacted 
my pastor at my local church. As quoted to me under my faith is as follows. “In my 
humble opinion to you in this time of need is that if the food you eat causes you to sin, 
you should not eat it”. My response as quoted to my pastor as follows. “YES, IT DOES 
CAUSE ME TO SIN AND FEEL SIN. 95% of the products we consume and purchase 
are now all halal certified.” Unfortunately the pastor could not guide me any further. 
 
As a result I am left feeling like a minority and choice has been stripped as a consumer. 
Try to feed a family halal free now choosing strongly as my right NOT to participate in 
products that have been certified through a religious ideology that my Christian faith and 
personal beliefs do not condone. 
 
As quoted on the Halal Certification Authority Website, it states that more Muslim 
governments are making more demands for halal certification. It does not end there. Will 
our Government adhere to the Muslim governments demands for Sharia Law next? 
What were they eating before the high demand? 
What possible gain is so highly sought after by Australia that we could have lived quite 
happy and successful without? Why did it have to change like this and at this severity? 
 
Halal certification has links to “Taqiya” The concept of “Hiyal”, legalistic deception 
practiced not necessarily in a religious context but to gain political and legalistic 
advantage. In other defined terms, perception deception. 
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Halal certification is indirectly contributing to the domination of Islam within Australia 
and globally. 
 
A percentage of “Zakat” must go towards “jihad”. Zakat is a form of obligatory religious 
tax in Islam. If halal tax contributes to zakat, the collected amounts which is 2.5% of a 
Muslims total income goes to zakat collectors, new converts to Islam, to Islamic clergy, 
and to those fighting for Islamic causes. It is one of the five pillars of Islam and is 
considered a tax. I wonder if ”zakat” has any relation to the halal certification fee’s 
imposed to companies and consumers? 
 
Halal certification profits, which I assume in this booming sector would be of high 
figures, go towards charities which in turn funds Islamic mosques, Muslim schools and 
defending jihad, hence terrorism. 
 
Islam deems all other religions and ideologies as inferior and are not tolerated once Islam 
gains control and majority status. Halal certification plays an important role here. 
 
Islam has proven to promote dominance and strength through deception, intimidation, 
threat, violence. Halal certification therefore plays a role here. 
 
Why should I be made to contribute to an Islamic religious food tax (which I’m sure 
companies paying for the certification cover within the product pricing) when I do not 
want halal food and is against my beliefs and faith? 
 
When discussing Halal slaughter in animals, this is a whole new debate. 
To slaughter an animal by reciting the words “Allah is the greatest” appalls me. 
Not only for the well-being of the animal but again for my faith and beliefs, Australian 
values and my conscience. 
 
I will admit to you that I can not call myself an Australian and feel ill to think that I am 
eating meat that was sacrificed this way, regardless of the demand for it in other 
countries. 
We are NOT living in biblical times. We are living in the year 2015 where technology 
and humane practices can be carried out. There is no reason to ensure to me therefore that 
halal practices need to be carried out to ensure that the meat is “clean” and “pure” as 
Islam dictate it to be. We should not move backwards-we should move forward. 
 
This is the same for all products which are now halal certified. Our code of practice in 
manufacturing food is at high Australian standards and I do not see why therefore halal 
certification is imposed on all of us. These feelings will not go away. If companies wish 
to manufacture products as halal certified and incur the fees associated with it, perhaps 
they can contribute to food manufacture for those who do not wish to participate? 
 
 



 
Failure to provide a choice of non halal food in Australia holds discrimination. 
Halal certification on almost everything I purchase not only has affected me, but 98% of 
Australians and we only ask for some respect and freedom of choice. I have a choice to 
what car I drive, which I can vote for in an election, what clothes I wear and what 
industry I wish to work in, so why can’t I have the choice to choose what food I buy? It 
would not be a problem if the choice was there, but it has become very difficult. 
 
Our food manufacture industry is changing, having to hire Muslim workers and clerics to 
carry out halal practices which raises costs of the product and could lead to potentially 
jeopardizing Australian jobs. 
 
Australians DO NOT want halal food. We do not want to participate in it and we should 
not be made too either. 
I am sure Australia can manage without this halal certification. Perhaps we should not 
think about our “hip pockets” as the primary focus and focus about the future of 
Australians without having to submit to a certification they do not adhere too. 
 
It is promising that an investigation is taking place into halal certification; however 
Australians simply do not want it at all. 
This halal certification racket needs to stop. If you allow part of the religion of Islam 
through halal certification, what is to say you will then spread into and allow Sharia Law? 
With Islam you can’t pick and choose.  
 
Discussing halal certification brings unsettling and disturbing emotions. 
If I was asked to go into detail about how disturbing it really is I would respond by saying 
that forcing me to submit to halal certification (and yes the word force is correct with 
limited option) on the majority of grocery items, I would say that my government has 
failed me in this respect. I have been raped and violated and stripped naked of my faith 
and my freedom of consumer choice. I scream “NO NO NO” but no one cares to hear 
me. I am ignored and regarded as a bigot. I have therefore no choice left than to suffer 
and feel like a criminal instead of the victim. 
 
PAST 

” What was Australia doing before the Halal Certification became so demanding? 
 
PRESENT 
 

”Why are we being made subject and forced into a religious ideology? 
 
FUTURE 
 

• One could only assume having done independent research of the Muslim Agenda. 
• Sharia Law will dominate in Australia. 

 
 



 
I wish you well with your enquiries into investigating Halal Certification and hopefully 
justice will prevail. 
 
Leanne Davies. 
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Submission for an adequate and complete labelling of food

We live in such times that it is necessary for customers nowadays to see where their food 
come from or what its nutritional value is. The very same way, consumers might want to 
know if the products they buy comply to a certification or to certain standards such as 
biological or eco-friendly, religious standards such as halal or kosher, GMO free, etc.... 

Unfortunately, on many packagings, those indications are missing and could potentially lead 
to consumers going against their values or beliefs. 

Providing consumers with the information about certifications or compliances on the 
packaging would be more fair and ethical towards consumers, helping them choose their 
products without going against their values/beliefs.

Examples of GMO products: canola oil, starches, sugar, etc.. All other examples can be 
found on the Forming part of the Record of GMO and GM Product Dealings under 
Section 138 of the Gene Technology Act 2000.

Here is an example among many others of a GMO product that does not have any label 
mentioning it. Customers trying to live GMO free might be unconsciously going against their 
values by buying it.



And here, find an example of a product halal certified that does not have the label on all 
packagings.

The missing label might mislead people who do not want to eat halal as well as muslims who 
might think the product is not up to their beliefs.

For this reason, I encourage the parliament to evaluate the possibility of enforcing label 
mentions on products packages, encouraging more transparency from the producers as well 
as helping the customers make some conscious choices about their alimentation.

Veronique Induni
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Dear Senators 

 
 

 

I have noted your interest and concerns about Islamic Halal Certification in Australia. 

 

 

I refer to Senator Cori Barnardi’s website and the following terms of reference which I will 

address -  

 

As you may have heard in the media recently, I have been successful in 

setting up a Senate Inquiry into Food Certification schemes. 

The terms of reference for the inquiry are below: 

Terms of reference 

Food certification in Australia 

The inquiry will have particular reference to the following matters: 

1. the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia 

including, but not limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, 

halal and genetically modified food and general food safety 

certification schemes; 

2. current labelling requirements of food certification schemes; 

3. the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay 

certification fees; 

4. whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian 

consumers to make informed purchasing decisions; 

5. details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or 

manufacturers and the potential for these to impact on prices for 

consumers; 

6. the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export 

market access and returns to producers; 



7. the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about 

certifiers including, but not limited to, certification processes, fees 

and financial records; and 

8. any related matters. 
 

 

Senators, I can advise you that all my family, friends and associates have significant negative 

feelings towards Halal Certification and have adjusted our purchasing behaviour accordingly 

to the detriment of Australian business. Put simply the connotations associated with Halal are 

so negative that we simply boycott purchasing products that display the Halal symbol and 

also similarly boycotted supporting companies that we feel are supporting Islamic Sharia 

(Law) in our Westminster system. Some companies have recognised that Halal is evoking 

negative reactions from consumers and they have decided not to display certification symbols 

which is another disturbing matter. But if we believe they support the system we will also 

boycott. 

 

It is remarkable that many iconic Australian brands now support Halal. 

 

In a general and specific sense I convey to you and your following Senators the following 

community feedback -  

 

1. Australia is a Christian community and a 2% small Islamic community has overlayed 

it’s Islamic Sharia Certification Tax on our Australian Product and Produce and way 

of life. It is noted that Halal applies to foodstuffs and manufactured products 

including cosmetics and the like. 

2. We understand that the Sharia demands that certain rituals and procedures are 

required for Halal Certification including the blessing by a Muslim using the term, 

Allahu Akbar. Also we understand that under Sharia, neither a Christian or Jew can 

certify. This is discrimination and a mechanism preventing most Australians work 

opportunities through a religious Law. Under no circumstances are we prepared to 

accept those Sharia stipulations in our everyday Australian way of life. 

3. Australians are welcoming and accepting of those from other countries with a 

different way of life to ours. However we expect the Australian Government to 

protect the rights of the mainstream people. This is not evident or in practice with 

Halal Certification.   

4. It is not up to the entire Australian community to pay for a system that caters 

expressly for the beliefs of Islam and its followers.  

5. It is rather for Islam to sponsor its own people and for its own people to pay for their 

Islamic faith. 98% of Australians are not brothers and sisters of Islam. 

6. It is not for Islam to interfere with Australians and their faith or direction in life as a 

community. 

7. If the people of Islam wish non “Haram” product or produce or lifestyle it is up to 

their people, community and leaders to make those arrangements without the 

offensive and deliberate imposition of Halal Certification on all Australians. 

8. Pork and Alcohol are lawful and accepted in Australian culture and no Australian 

should be penalised or made to feel ashamed. 



9. The Certification Tax has no benefit for non Islamic people and removes our freedom 

of choice yet favours unfairly only 2% of the population. 98% of Australians are 

financially penalised and are against their will paying for Islamic practices that are 

against our moral and ethical viewpoints. Those companies, who are prepared to 

respond to our communication, signal that Halal costs are not passed onto to 

consumers. This is a nonsense explanation as companies through their operations pass 

on all costs to consumers one way or another. It is very clear that the Sharia demands 

that all non “Haram” products require special treatment and especially the 

slaughtering of animals.  

10. Since so many Australian companies have subscribed to Halal Certification it is no 

longer a freedom of choice mechanism in place as companies subscribing do not for 

the benefit of most Australians sell “non Halal” variants of their products. Thus the 

majority of Australians are being discriminated against. 

11. The fees that are charged by Halal certifiers is also a contentious subject and 

companies are reluctant to advise how much they pay and how frequently. There is a 

great deal of secrecy associated with Halal. 

12. Companies and Certifiers are also unprepared to advise where the monies are 

transferred to and what it is used for. In this environment of expecting transparency 

and honesty the secrecy associated with Halal money cannot be accepted by 

consumers, authorities and Government. In reality if any certification fee is collected 

it should be via Government agency and certainly not private people or organisations 

that may have contra intentions to good Australians. It is noted that in many Islamic 

Countries that certification fees are collected and controlled by the Government. 

13. Significantly it is also noted that some companies defend their position by stating that 

they export to Muslim Countries to gain extra business. It could be validly said that 

Australians are inadvertently and unknowingly supporting or sponsoring Islamic 

organisations and communities through paying the tax here. It should not be that 

Australians pay for the export aspirations of any company and nor should it be 

acceptable that non Islamic people have to support Islamic Sharia against their will. 

14. It is true that the matter of food labelling in Australia is also a very contentious matter 

and made significantly worse by Islamic Sharia by stealth on the Australian 

community. Australians have to in the modern age contend with many food labelling 

issues which include use by, best by, country of manufacture, country of origin, GM, 

Gluten Free, Kosher, Organic etc. All of these issues are reasonable in our Australian 

community but Halal is a significant variant and exception and is an imposition and 

cost burden on Australians who do not support Islam and Islamic Sharia. Those who 

do not actively support Islam in Australia numerate to 98% of the population and yet 

all 100% of the people have to accept defacto Islamic Sharia or what some describe as 

a religious tax. 

15. Companies are feeling the heat here in Australia, as they should and are deliberately 

making the Halal Certification symbol either very small on packaging or hidden in the 

creases or folds of the wrapping. Some companies have removed symbols all together 

but are still known to pay the certification tax. This type of stealth behaviour is 

unacceptable for many reasons. 

16. Whether a symbol is displayed or not, it is nonetheless important for consumers to 

know if a religious tax is being paid by the company and directly attributed and 

contained within product price. It is also paramount for consumers to know if 

companies support one way or another religious operations or organisations. 

17. Any concealing of the Halal Certification symbol or payment of fees can only be 

viewed as offensive with reasonable suspicion by consumers to be expected. 



18. With the current spate of Islamic terrorism through known organisations it is a 

reasonable for all Australians and the Government to know exactly the nature of Halal 

Certification fees and where they are directed to around the world and for what direct 

purpose. Since those fees are collected within Australia and from Australians it is also 

reasonable that the collected monies are used within Australia and scrutinised as to 

how the money is spent. 

19. The certifiers here in Australia pay no tax to Australia despite running a business and 

collecting vast sums of money. It is unreasonable that everyday members of the 

Australian community are continually scrutinised by Government whereas Halal is a 

protected species. Australians cannot accept such differentiation and protection of 

Halal. 

20. I have written to many companies requesting information about their involvement 

with Halal. Universally those who have responded are not declining to withdraw from 

paying the fees. None are aware what the money collected is used for and none 

undertook to say that they would find out. None admitted they deliberately concealed 

or removed symbols. None admitted that they made symbols smaller to again conceal 

certification. None were prepared to offer a view on the Islamic Sharia and its 

practices and special requirements to slaughter animals. None are prepared to offer 

non Islamic people a non Halal variant. 

21. I am concerned that much of the meat sold in butcher shops and supermarkets is Halal 

prepared but not stamped so. Thus there are 2 issues - one being deliberate deception 

and the other that consumers are left in the dark. Neither issue is satisfactory. I have 

had it told to me that meat unstamped Halal is thus transported in the same van as pig 

meat which would also be deceptive for Islamic people. 

22. The RSPCA on their website does not support Halal slaughter but somewhat 

sympathetically allows some Islamic slaughter provided it is carried out by certified 

slaughtermen. Many people feel that the RSPCA is displaying double standards and is 

not supporting adequately its role to protect animals and stamp out cruelty. They 

support the stunning of animals as do most Australians. Any method other than 

stunning is barbaric and opposed to by Australian society irrespective of the export 

dollars that may return to the Country. We do not expect that the Australian 

Government will sell our souls for money. 

23. We hold a universal view that we do not support Halal Certification of products sold 

in Australia. We also universally abhor the Islamic Sharia butchering of our 

Australian animals. We believe the process is particularly cruel and not in keeping 

with Australian standards or Australian animal husbandry or our moral foundations. 

24. I refer to the following website of a current Sydney based website and comment that 

in the detail of the description it states, “that the animal must not be unconscious.” 

This is a significant discontent between what is actual, advertised and promoted. As 

consumers we expect standards in health, hygene, slaughter and in common with 

agreed Australian community standards. http://tjhalalmeats.com.au/ 

25. We also expect that the Australian Government will properly control the slaughtering 

methods of our animals both here in and Australia and within our live animal export 

markets. It is very suspicious and dubious if any standards are regularly controlled 

and what abuses may take place as in the following video. 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/shopping-and-consumer-news/11384505/Secret-

halal-slaughterhouse-film-reveals-horrific-animal-abuse.html 

26. There is much information in the public forum but as consumers the lines of true 

understanding are being significantly muddied and it is difficult to know what is truth 

http://tjhalalmeats.com.au/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/shopping-and-consumer-news/11384505/Secret-halal-slaughterhouse-film-reveals-horrific-animal-abuse.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/shopping-and-consumer-news/11384505/Secret-halal-slaughterhouse-film-reveals-horrific-animal-abuse.html


and fiction within the realms of misinformation. I attach some sites. 

http://alltogethernow.org.au/news/halal-or-no-halal/ , 

http://muslimsaustralia.com.au/halal-accreditation-3  

 http://www.afgc.org.au/about-afgc/our-policies/halal-certification/  

http://www.halalsquare.com.au/groceries/index.php/ 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Halal 

http://www.icv.org.au/index.php/publications/what-is-halal 

http://kb.rspca.org.au/What-is-Halal-slaughter-in-Australia_116.html 

http://www.halalchoices.com.au/ 

From a consumer point of view Halal has left the Government behind and advanced in 

many respects out of control. The entire subject should be in the hands of the 

Government, properly regulated and controlled. 

27. The symbols used by Certifiers are confusing, not consistent, not uniform and many 

and varied. It is very apparent after a recent Supermarket inspection that some 

symbols are deliberately made to look inconspicuous and not Halal related. 

 

28. Concurrent with the above point 27 is the added problem that Australia imports 

products from overseas that are Halal identified but again symbols are not uniform, 

http://alltogethernow.org.au/news/halal-or-no-halal/
http://muslimsaustralia.com.au/halal-accreditation-3
http://www.afgc.org.au/about-afgc/our-policies/halal-certification/
http://www.halalsquare.com.au/groceries/index.php/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Halal
http://www.icv.org.au/index.php/publications/what-is-halal
http://kb.rspca.org.au/What-is-Halal-slaughter-in-Australia_116.html
http://www.halalchoices.com.au/


sometimes hard to identify and confusing for consumers. It is obvious that there is no 

standardisation and no common identifier amongst all and the many symbols in the 

marketplace. 

29. Australian and its citizens have every right to expect the Halal produce available from 

Australia and imported to Australia have undergone the proper rigorous testing 

,labelling standards and slaughtering techniques that Australia expects as being 

morally and ethically correct. Notwithstanding the significant principal that all 

Australian have the right to expect that most of our products and produce are 

non Halal as we as a community of 98% non Muslim. 

30. It has become evident that major companies such as Cadburys and Nestle have 

removed Halal symbols from their packaging but are still recognised on websites and 

other information as Halal producers. Given the range of symbols and not so pleasing 

marketing tactics being employed to hide symbols it is obvious that companies and 

the industry of Halal is deceptive, unethical and not very transparent. This industry of 

Halal has evolved into a very consumer unfriendly environment which at its head 

significantly for many reasons disadvantages most Australians who have no wish, 

desire or reason to support or otherwise the Islamic faith. None of the above realities 

are against the Islamic faith in as much as Muslims like Australians have a right to 

choice. It is a question of balance to enable harmony to suit the majority of 

stakeholders. Unfortunately Halal has attained a disproportionate advantage in the 

Australian landscape to the unfair detriment of most consumers. 

31. The slaughtering methods of animals is significantly important to Australians but 

made more contentious by the belief that even in Australia our animals are mistreated 

in some slaughterhouses and not stunned before their throats are cut to facilitate 

bleeding out as prescribed under Halal rules. The meat produce in supermarkets 

appears not to be stamped or labelled Halal but there is a notion that most abattoirs are 

Halal certified. The Government needs to achieve much clarity about this issue and 

about Halal in general. If in reality meat is Halal then as consumers we have every 

right to be informed and made aware through very strict labelling codes and control. 

But again I stress that every Australian has a right to choose Halal or non Halal but 

not to be taken advantage of or deceived in thinking that there purchase in congruent 

with their beliefs or knowledge. It is this as my final point, that Australians who are 

non Muslim and 98% of the population have no confidence or guarantee that what 

they are purchasing is Halal or non Halal and that any purchase may well be against 

their fundamental belief structure and democratic wish.       

The end result of all the above means that we Australians who are non Muslims are 

seeking to purchase products other than those that are Halal Certified. We do not believe 

that will be in Australia's best interests as we often are now buying substitute products 

from overseas. 

 

Whilst we welcome new cultures and people to our Country it is repugnant that 

Australians are being forced to pay a religious tax and fund Islam against our wills. 

 

We trust that the Australian Government will see fit to uphold the right of the majority of 

Australians to purchase food free of any certification fee and to also know that animals are 

slaughtered humanely and without cruel religious practices. It would not be unreasonable for 

select religious organisations to have special sections of supermarket that deal only and 

expressly with special needs foods that may be Kosher or even as with dietary products. 



 

As a mainly Christian Country it is also evident that Christian Churches do not make 

unreasonable demands on other religions. It is totally unreasonable that a component of 2% 

of the population forces money out of all Australians pockets to support their own religion or 

cause.  

 

The entire Halal Certification endeavour in this Country is totally dubious, corrupt and 

unethical. 

 

I trust that the Australian Senate will take appropriate steps to comprehensively investigate 

Halal Certification and its negative implications and return to Australians our freedom to 

choose non Halal products from all suppliers and especially our chosen suppliers.      

 

Significantly also the Australian Government should insist through law that mainstream 

Australians are not subjected to Islamic Sharia and that all Companies in Australia should 

produce non Halal products but if they desire to subscribe to Halal that it be a separate variant 

and restricted to areas in retail or wholesale display where they are clearly marked Halal. 

 

Allowing the present situation and happenings with Halal facilitate 

Australians being denied their rightful freedoms.  
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                                                  21st May 2015 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 

I am writing in regards to the third party certification of food.  
 

As a Christian I wish to be able to make informed choices regarding what myself, and my family, are 
consuming. The current labelling of food is insufficient. I wish to avoid items that have been blessed 
by anyone other than God (meat). In the unwilling buying of Halal products I am supporting a 
religion I do not wish to. I do not want to use my money to support a religion which has beliefs so 
different from my own (which I will not delve into here but are widely known, such as child brides 
and women being below men). And how does one make such an important choice when I cannot 
just look at the package and know I am paying for another religion to have the right to eat that item? 
 
While I understand that Muslim and Jewish people need to be able to make the same choices I feel 
that the minority are being put above those of a (mostly) Christian or atheist society. After all 96+% 
of Australians are not Muslim or Jewish and the majority are running out of choices so the minority 
can have theirs. This is unfair to the average Australian who should be able to make a decision based 
on the label and not have to send emails and hunt the internet trying to find out. 
 

I will focus mostly on Halal Certification as I do believe there is some level of stealth involved 
including businesses not disclosing how much is being paid for certification through to labels not 
showing that an item has been certified. 
 
As far as I am aware those who consume Halal should be given the choice to either choose it or not. I 
do not agree with the barbaric slaughter of animals which have not been stunned. While I know 
there is plenty of information out there about “reversible stunning” being used I know for a fact this 
is not always the case. My Aunt’s partner works in an abattoir which processes animals for Halal. He 
was informing us that the slaughterman was doing such a poor job that one animal was cut no fewer 
than 6 times before it finally passed on. And in all the cases NO STUNNING was used at all. I wish to 
have the choice to avoid buying meat where an animal has suffered but how is a consumer able to 
make that choice when the meat isn’t labelled? 
 

On this point I also wish to bring up free range eggs. When one thinks of free range they think of 
wide open spaces and freedom to roam. I would like to see that this is genuinely the case and not 
animals being given a tiny area in which to roam. I refuse to buy caged eggs and can only hope that 
“free range eggs” are really better for the animal. 

While I personally have no issues with GMO and use of chemicals being a farmer’s wife I do believe 
all people should be able to make a choice about what they believe is right for them and their family. 
To this end I do believe all food that contains all, or part GMO should be labelled as being so. All 
organic produce should have to have had no chemical use. I hope those items labelled as organic are 
truly so. 



 
I have seen many people accusing Halal certification as being a rort. I am beginning to feel this way 
as well. While I do not agree with the practise of Halal slaughter, I do see that it is important to their 
beliefs for animals to be slaughtered in this way (even if it is against our own animal rights to do so). 
However I cannot see why certification (which comes with fee’s) needs to apply to products which 
by nature at not Harem (or forbidden) under Islamic law. There are many items to which this fee 
now applies and yet I cannot see any person in their right mind would “consume”. So therefore why 
does toilet paper, cat food, ladies sanitary items, cleaning products need Halal certification? And 
why on earth is alcohol certified when it is Harem (not allowed)? This is the rort part I am sure. I 
have also not mentioned certification of fruit and vegetable products (thinking frozen and canned 
here) which should not need to carry, or pay, for certification.  
 

While I know certain products are being exported and as such may need to be certified, those fee’s 
and certification should not need to be paid and applied to those goods staying in Australia, If no 
money was changing hands I would not be so concerned, or if money was collected by the Australian 
Government and was being used to fund important things like Health and Education I would not 
have the same problem consuming chocolate, milk, bread ect. which are certified.  Surely all 
Australian’s should benefit from any “food tax” not just the minority. 
 
If products are being certified it should be up to the individual company to disclose in a big symbol 
(not hidden on the outer box like Nimbin cheese) on the actual packaging which the consumer will 
see. I should not have to go looking to find whether an item is against MY religion and beliefs falling 
in to the MAJORITY portion of Australia.  
 

I would like to see the funds from all certification to be used for ALL Australian’s benefit not just 
those who it applies to. Why do I need to pay a tax which is set by someone other than the 
Government knowing it will not benefit me in any way? Why are there no set fees for certification? 
Why do companies pay for it and then not display the certification? Isn’t taking away our choice as 
consumers? Why does a package NOT have to display the information as to whether it has been 
certified (whether Halal, Kosher or other)?  
 
In closing I really do hope this becomes sorted, I do not feel comfortable buying anything anymore 
and I cannot sleep at night knowing I am supporting another faith with my hard earned money. May 
the committee do the right thing for all of Australia and it’s people, not what is necessarily easy. It 
seems most people think “meat” when you mention Halal certification. My issue lies mostly outside 
of meat and why other products need to pay for something not even required under their own faith?  
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It seems that just any group can call themselves a Halal Certification Board, and 
thereafter, persuade Australian manufacturers, maybe by rather dubious means, to 
basically, donate to their coffers. 

This certification fee, a not insubstantial amount in dollar terms, is naturally passed on 
to the consumer in the purchase price. The Moslem community represents approx. 2% 
of the Australian population, yet the 98% non-Moslem sector is now being forced to pay 
this Halal tax via the purchase price. Please, explain to me, why the religious based 
dietary habits of a minority group should be fiscally inflicted on the majority non-
religious group? Especially when that non-religious group has concerns about where 
this money is being rerouted to, and exactly what it is being used for.

There is no issue 'per se' with products being marked Halal, but if the Moslem 
community wishes this, then surely it should be the one that is paying for it?
I understand Halal identified product is of consequence when trading with Moslem 
countries, and that it benefits the Australian producer to so identify their product. But 
why must they pay any fee, other than a modest one, to do so? 
Furthermore, why, despite paying the fee, do some Australian companies choose not to 
prominently, if at all, display the Halal logo on their products?
This does seem to be, in the main, merely a money-extorting exercise by all these 
registration boards.

The fact that anyone finds it acceptable for the majority of Australian consumers to have 
to contribute to this 'enterprise', in this way, is disappointing, unacceptable, indeed 
somewhat insulting to these consumers.
In effect, the non-Halal consumer is simply giving money to these boards, who have 
contributed absolutely zero to the production of the item.
It should be our choice whether we financially support any group, minority or 
otherwise. We should be free to choose to do so directly; certainly not in this underhand 
manner.

The Government could take over certification; control it, levy a more modest fee, and 
put the money into consolidated revenue. This way, we all benefit from it, not just the 
minority group that, having levied this tax, is the only one that reaps its largesse. This 
may well prove an acceptable outcome for the non-Moslem majority.

While ‘independent’ boards control this activity without any oversight, there is always 
the possibility of some untoward incident occurring that affects our international trade 
with Moslem countries. Without Government regulating this ‘industry’, it surely 
remains vulnerable on this point?

The existing registration boards – are they in fact legal entities? Are they registered 
companies/small businesses? Can anyone set themselves up as a Halal certifier? Who 
registers these boards? Who controls these boards? Why are there so many? How are 
the fees calculated? Where does the money actually go? Do the boards declare fees as 
income? Do they lodge tax returns? Do they pay income tax?
Have they registered themselves as ‘charities’ to avoid any tax?
So many questions. So few answers.

Where applicable, these comments may be equally relevant to any food certification 
agency.
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Submission regarding Food Certification 

1 Food suppliers should not have to pay for unnecessary labelling which is then passed 

onto unsuspecting consumers.  

2 Are consumers are being forced to fund a religious organisation (Islam, Through Halal 

certification), which has nothing to do with the vast majority of the Australian 

population. This is astonishing and concerning. 

3 Consumers are un-knowingly buying meat products (certified Halal) that have been 

slaughtered in a manner that is against the ethical treatment of animals but are not 

labelled as such in the supermarket. I want to buy ethically slaughtered meat ONLY. 

4 Who is benefitting from Halal certification within the Islamic community, that Australian 

consumers are paying for and do not wish to do so. Where does the Money end up and 

is there a paper audit trail to allow financial transparency. 

5 Why are so many goods certified Halal when Muslims are permitted to eat anything 

except that which contains pork and alcohol products. All they have to do is read the 

label that is already supplied. No certification needed.  

6 If any certification process is necessary, this needs proper regulation through 

Government channels. Get rid of Private certification which can be abused and amount 

to racketeering and mafia type bullying. 

 

 Garry Chambers 
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20/05/15

Dear Senator,

First of all I would like to thank you for speaking up on behalf of the majority

 of Australians.

I am a Christian and see this certification in direct opposition to what my bible tells me:  

Acts 15:29 “ abstain from things offered to idols, from blood, from things strangled, and from sexual 
immorality.  By keeping away from these things, you will do well”. 

This is what I consider the Word of God for my life.  How am I meant to do well, if I am inadvertently 
eating foods offered to an idol?  In this case the god of the Koran?  

Revelation 13:16&17 (speaking of a beast) 

“He also causes all – the small and the great, the rich and the poor, the free and the slave – to 
receive a mark on their right hand or upon their forehead. And so no one can buy or sell unless he 
has the mark – either the name of the beast or the number of his name”.

When I look at this verse, I can clearly see how the halal certification symbol comes into contact with 
a person’s hand, and into the thoughts of his head.  I believe we are at a crossroads, and soon we 
will not be able to buy or sell anything without this mark.

To me the God of the Holy Bible, is a totally different God to the god of the Koran.  I respect the fact 
that good muslims do everything they can to serve their god, whilst I expect the same respect in 
exchange.

What I really would like to see, so I can choose, is for all food with the halal tax paid to be labelled 
correctly, so I have an opportunity to choose to honour my God by abstaining from things offered to 
idols.

I want the Australian given right to choose what religion I will support, and which I will not.  The 
religion being totally different to the people who practice that particular religion.  I believe my God, 
the God of the Holy Bible, loves all people, regardless of their religion.

Please understand, that what I have written is my own person belief, which in no way would I want 
to push onto anyone else.  I am describing, how I as a Christian am finding it more difficult to 
purchase anything.

I have changed my grocery shopping habits to exclude anything I know is halal certified, and feel 
discriminated against because I am Christian.  I want to see products that I can buy on the grocery 
shelves that I can buy without feeling I am dishonouring my God.

Thank you for considering my view point.
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Third Party Certification of Food

I would like to make a submission for investigation on the basis that as an Atheist, I am of the 
opinion that all halal certification, labelling and associated fees are specific infringements upon my 
basic Human Rights

Introduction:

 The requirement of food to be Halal is specifically a religious 
requirement of Islamic Sharia Law. All Muslims are obligated to adhere 
to the sharia, hence the Islamic requirement of food to be Halal

 In a secular society my Human Right to be protected from religious laws 
is described within Article 18 of the ICCPR

 Freedom of Religion and Belief-Article 18 ICCPR

The following points will form the basis of the submission and will be related directly to the terms of 
reference outlined by the Committee

1. Article 18 establishes that I have the right of belief. My rights to Atheistic belief are 
specifically and equally protected by Article 18.

2. Article 18 establishes my Atheistic belief as a protected and fundamental Human Right
3. Article 18 establishes that my right to Atheistic belief is absolute, these freedoms are 

protected unconditionally
4. Article 18 establishes that I have an absolute right to Atheistic belief without interference
5. Article 18 establishes that activities of traditional religions, MUST NOT result in ANY 

impairment of the enjoyment of my Atheistic belief
6. Article 18 PERMITS restrictions on the freedom to manifest religion if the fundamental 

human rights of others needs to be protected

Terms Of Reference

a. The extent of food certification schemes
a. Mohamed Elmouelhy, Chairman of Halal Certification Australia claims that all of the 

following foods, but not limited, are Certified Halal (see page 2)
i. All sugar manufactures in Australia

ii. All big medium and most small Dairies
iii. All Gelatine

If halal certification has extended to this extent, my Human Rights have clearly been infringed as I 
am consuming religiously certified foods on a daily basis and my Atheistic belief includes my right 
NOT to have ANY aspect of Theism in my life.
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This basic Human Right must therefore be protected in accordance with article 18 ICCPR, as the 
extent of religious certification is now interfering with and impairing my basic Human Rights.

*Face Book post from Chairman of Halal Certification Australia 4/2/2015
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Terms Of Reference

b. Current labelling requirements
i. Based upon the comments above of the Chairman of Halal Certification 

Australia, current labelling requirements DO NOT reflect ingredient level 
certification

Any food that has any religiously certified ingredient must be clearly labelled as such. Once again my 
right to enjoy my Atheistic belief has been impaired as I cannot make effective choices with regards 
to avoiding affiliation/support of Theism. The inability to avoid religious affiliation/support is a clear 
breach of my Human Rights

c. Labelling of products that pay certification fees
i. See point b. above

The terms of reference with regards to (c.) also need to establish if religious certification fees are 
passed onto consumers by business/producers. 

*If so, due to the extent of halal certification, my human rights are being severely imposed upon by 
way of me being coerced to contribute unregulated fees directly to religious organisations, as such, 
my ability to enjoy my Atheistic belief is being severely impaired . This is in clear breach of Article 18.

Mr Elmouelhy asserts that halal certification has extended so far that we should “Eat Halal or 
Starve’. If the fees are being passed on to consumers, this necessarily implies, by way of the extent 
of the scheme, that I am paying unregulated religious fees on a near compulsory basis. I have a basic 
human right not to pay these fees.

d. Whether current schemes provide enough information to consumers
i. Mohamed Elmouelhy, Chairman of Halal Certification Australia claims that 

all of the following foods, but not limited, are Certified Halal (see page 2)
ii. All sugar manufactures in Australia

iii. All big medium and most small Dairies
iv. All Gelatine

Based upon Mr Elmouelhy’s own statements it is clear that current schemes do not provide enough 
information. Labelling is optional for producers and there is no requirement to reveal ingredient 
level certification. Consumers clearly have insufficient information

e. Potential impact upon consumer pricing

If religious fees are being passed onto consumers it is a clear Human Rights violation and also 
establishes an unregulated religious tax system within a secular society. The committee needs to 
questions the amounts being charged and investigate if these fees factor into any ‘Cost Of Goods’ 
based calculations.
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f. Nil

Conclusion

With regards to all breaches of Human Rights that broad scope religious certification imposes, it is 
important to note that article 18 permits restrictions on the freedom to manifest religion. The 
imposition of religious fess and certifications on foods in a secular society is a perfect example of a 
religion manifesting itself, and a perfect example of why such restrictions are permitted.

I would just like to quickly conclude by reiterating how seriously unwanted religious 
affiliations/donations/fees and labelling affects my right to enjoy my belief. I am an official apostate 
from a major religious organisation and demand that my Human Rights as described by Article 18 
ICCPR are protected.

Thank You for your consideration. 



To the Committee for Third Party Food Certification

As it relates to items  

a. the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not limited 
to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and general 
food safety certification schemes; and 

b. current labelling requirements of food certification schemes

Can the Committee specifically investigate and publicise the full extent of ‘basic ingredient level’ 
halal certification of foods/grocery. It is my understanding that basic food stuffs such as Sugar, 
Gelatine, Salt and many milk proteins are certified Halal. All companies paying for halal certification 
need to be approached to ascertain what products the fees/certification applies to.

On the basis of this information can the Committee please seek to determine if halal certified 
labelling requirements of foods/grocery are reasonably indicative of ALL foods/grocery that contain 
halal certified ingredients. I.e. Am I as a consumer, who wishes to avoid religious affiliations, able to 
make informed decisions on the basis of current labelling requirements?

Note: It is a basic Human Right that I am free to avoid religious affiliations (Article 18 ICCPR)

Can the Committee please form an opinion as to whether or not religious certification of all 
ingredient level foods/grocery becomes an infringement on my basic human right to be free from 
ANY other belief system?

Can the Committee form as to whether or not broad scope religious certification of basic ingredient 
level food stuffs is a means by which a belief system can manifest itself with priority above other 
belief systems?

As it relates to item 

e. details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and 
the potential for these to impact on prices for consumers;

I would like the committee to specifically investigate as to whether there is a likely hood for third 
party certification fees to be calculated on a ‘Cost of Goods Sold’ basis by ANY business paying the 
fees. This means that the costs of the certification fees are being calculated as part of production 
cost of the goods, and will be passed onto consumers, with margins applied.

If there is any likely hood of this occurring it means that consumers are paying the fees indirectly.

Implications: 

As it relates to religious certification fees this would mean that 

a. There is an unregulated religious funding/donation scheme operating that consumers are 
not being made aware of, nor are they being given an opportunity to avoid paying it due to 
insufficient labelling.



On this basis, and subject to the likely hood of certification fees being passed on to consumers, can 
the Committee please form an opinion as to whether this type of religious funding scheme is legal in 
Australia? 

1. If so, will the funding be deemed a deductable donation or legislated as a legitimate revenue 
stream for religious groups? 

2. If not, how will the funding schemes be legalised?

On this same basis, can the committee form an opinion as to whether or not my basic human rights 
as described by Article 18 ICCPR are infringed by coerced payments to religious organisations and/or 
by impairing my ability to exercise my own belief free from the beliefs of others?

Thank You for your consideration
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Senate Inquiry into the Third Party Certification of Food

I write to communicate my concerns with the halal-certification process in Australia. 

Firstly, as a secular atheist I object to my having to participate in and pay for what is a religious 
imperative of a minority of Australians.  Kosher-certification, again a religious imperative 
pertaining to a minority of Australians, is not something that I pay for due to distinct “kosher” 
labelling and kosher-certified items being primarily sold in specialty kosher produce stores.   

Secondly, via my purchase of Halal-certified goods I am providing funds that exclusively profit and 
benefit the members of the Islamic faith to the exclusion of non-Muslim Australians. A recent 
ABC Fact Check1 investigation reported that the recipients of Halal-certification funds were 
mosques, Islamic clerics, Muslim youth education and mentoring, Islamic schools and Islamic 
charities.  A halal-certification provider representative stated that “the Australian Muslim 
community are getting the benefit of the certifications. All money from halal services goes to the 
community.” This exclusivity in the distribution of halal-certification funds to benefit only Islamic 
recipients is mandated by Islamic Sharia (law) which states not only that charity (zakat) is a 
mandated duty of all Muslims but that the provision of charity to non-Muslims is forbidden.2 

Thirdly, the Sharia states that a mandated distribution category of Islamic charity is “those 
fighting for Allah:”

h8.17 The seventh category is those fighting for Allah, meaning people engaged in Islamic military operations for 
whom no salary has been allotted in the army roster (but who are volunteers for jihad without remuneration). 
They are given enough to suffice them for the operation, even if affluent; of weapons, mounts, clothing, and 
expenses ( for the duration of the journey, round trip, and the time they spend there, even if prolonged. Though 
nothing has been mentioned here of the expense involved in supporting such people's families during this period, it 
seems clear that they should also be given it).3

Islamic State fighters and other jihadist groups would fall into this category and as such I am 
concerned that my supermarket purchases are potentially funding violent extremism.  

Fourth. Halal-certified items now number over a thousand4 in major supermarkets and halal-
certification services are reportedly being provided to the four major dairy companies; over 
seventy five percent of poultry suppliers; over sixty percent of abattoirs processing sheep; more 
than fifty percent of abattoirs processing cattle; and generalists like Simplot, Unilever, Nestle, 
Kraft and many more.5 Also I have been informed by supermarket staff and local butchers that 
food staples like meat and dairy are increasingly halal-certified despite not being labelled so.  This 
growing prevalence in supermarkets of halal-certified items (labelled and not), means that 
purchase of certified items is increasingly unavoidable. And given that certification is performed 
for a fee it is a component of the production costs that would figure in the price paid by 
consumers. This means that Halal-certification is not a user pays scheme as it is being paid for not 
only by Australian Muslims but also by Australian non-Muslim consumers.  Therefore the greater 
Australian majority are paying for a service they do not require but are excluded by religious 
proscriptions from benefiting from charity that they have in part paid for. 

Fifth. A frustrating outcome of the growing universality of Halal-certification is that I increasingly 
have to pay a premium to purchase items that are not Halal-certified.  While I could purchase 
major supermarket brand milk for a dollar a litre I am paying around $2.50 a litre for milk that is 
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not Halal-certified.  I resent that adhering to my secular values means it costs significantly more 
each week to feed my family. †

† Note: A question is why do Australian businesses participate in Halal-certification when the issue is contentious, 
especially in a secular nation such as Australia where Islam is a minority faith. The increasing prevalence of not 
explicitly labelling certified goods indicates that businesses are aware of growing consumer opposition to Halal-
certification. A common explanation I am given is that businesses are imposing Halal-certification on the non-
Muslim majority because in doing so the costs of certification are subsidised by having non-Muslim Australians 
paying for the certification process. And In doing so domestic Australian consumers are also meeting the costs of 
halal-certification of goods destined for export markets. 

Sixth. As mentioned above many supermarket items are reportedly not labelled as having been 
Halal-certified when in fact they have been. This means that Australian consumers are being 
denied the ability to make an informed choice when purchasing products.  Knowing that a food 
item has been Halal-certified does not mean I will not purchase that item but I believe I have a 
right to know when I am paying for such certification.

Recommendations

I ask the Senate committee to consider: 

1. A User Pays system of Halal-certification. If observant Muslims require Halal-certification 
for their food, then Islamic community organisations should provide these services and 
cover the fees and extra expenses for Australian suppliers. If Australian producers require 
halal-certification for goods destined for export markets then those producers should pay 
for the certification service. 

2. All products and services from Halal-certified suppliers should be clearly labelled as Halal-
certified. This would facilitate consumer recognition as to when products and services 
come from Halal-certified sources, in turn allowing non-Muslim consumers to make a 
conscious decision around what they choose to purchase. 

Sincerely

Name withheld.

1 Fact check: Does halal certification fund terrorism? (April 2015). Available from: http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-
04-14/fact-check-does-halal-certification-fund-terrorism/6383238
2 Keller, N (editor) (2011). The Reliance of the Traveller: The Classic Manual of Islamic Sacred Law ‘Umdat al-Salik’ 
by Ahmad ibn Naqid al-Misri. Amana Publications: Beltsville, USA.
3 Keller, N (editor) (2011). The Reliance of the Traveller: The Classic Manual of Islamic Sacred Law ‘Umdat al-Salik' 
by Ahmad ibn Naqid al-Misri. Amana Publications: Beltsville, USA.
4 Halal Choices 2014 Shopping Guide. www.halalchoices.com.au.
5 Halal Certification Schemes. Available from: http://www.qsociety.org.au/halalcertification.htm
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Dear Sir/Madam,

Please find below my submission to the Food Certification In

Third party food certification should be opened up to any individual and any organization.

There should be no government regulations made governing the certification of food. All current 
regulations pertaining to food should be rescinded.

A nominal administration fee capped at ten dollars should be charged by the certifier for each item 
of food, that fee should be immediately  donated to any charity deemed worthy by the certifier.

Religious charities of any denomination should pay a tax of 100% on the donation of the certification 
fee.

Charities specifically set up for Corgi dogs are to be exempt from this tax.

We believe that with a few simple changes everyone can get what they want out of the certification 
of food items, charity can benefit, saving the government millions while generating millions in 
revenue, this is a win/win situation for all Australians, especially Corgis.



ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 89

Submission Details: Mr Charles Mollison





From: Charles S Mollison  
Sent: Thursday, 21 May 2015 4:07 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal Certification

 Dear Senators

Please be advised that I want the Halal Certification racket STOPPED!

Apart from the fact that at least some of the money collected through the

 Halal Certification racket is almost certainly funding terrorism at home and

 abroad,

Halal Certification is just one more of the many subtle ways Muslims are

 using in their quest to Islamise our society.

We don’t need it – and we don’t want it!

Regards

Charles Mollison

This email is free from viruses and malware because avast! Antivirus protection is
 active.
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mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au
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From: Megan 
Sent: Thursday, 21 May 2015 7:25 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal Certification

Halal certification is so widespread in the domestic market that it has now
 become quite difficult to source non halal products. Halal certified unlike
 kosher, gluten free, and general food safety certification schemes does
 not allow for consumer choice.

Certification is supposed to be mostly for export considerations yet the
 domestic market is being overwhelmed with it. There is no transparency
 with where the funds are used. It is said that funds are channelled into
 Islamic only communities and interests like schools, mosques etc but as
 a non muslim ,why am I required to support this.

Is it Islamic schools like the one being investigated for breaching not for
 profit rules by giving government issued funds to the Islamic Council or
 breaching Australian educational standards by banning female students
 from vigorous sport for fear of losing their virginity? I deplore the lack of
 accountability that has been conceded and I most certainly do not
 support it.

Some producers have taken to removing the halal label from the product
 or hidden it inside the packaging purportedly because of concern over
 consumer backlash. If halal certification is supposed to be for muslims to
 identify a product as permissible and meeting the religious requirements
 then hiding the label is counter productive is it not? This does nothing for
 consumer confidence and only encourages further speculation
 /suspicion as to why they feel the need to deceive the general public,
 consumers need to be able to make an informed choice on their
 purchases. Many companies also refuse to provide halal certified
 information on their products by direct requests or are deliberately
 misleading.

Halal certification allegedly provides the export market with access to
 lucrative Middle Eastern markets and good returns to producers
 although in saying this I believe that regardless of certification these
 markets would still continue to buy from Australia as they had done prior

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=DERMODYK
mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au


 to the 1980's. There are also other global markets to consider as well
 that are just as lucrative and that do not require or want halal
 certification.

I also strongly object to the practice of halal slaughter without prior
 stunning. There are already exemptions in place for some abattoirs
 which have been conceded. It is inhumane and contravenes our animal
 welfare laws. I would like to take this opportunity to ask why a minority in
 Australia have taken precedence over a majorities preferences.

You may ask yourself why consumers are very upset over halal
 certification and not kosher or others for example. Kosher does not force
 consumers to buy their product. It is also a user pays system . Gluten
 free, organic is also available to the general public if they wish to
 purchase it but it is not all encompassing on the supermarket shelves.
 There is choice. To voice objections against halal certification is to be
 called a racist, a bigot and misinformed. It is a non discussion where
 consumers valid points are immediately shot down and dismissed.

Regards

Megan Ansley
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From: dale broughton 
Sent: Friday, 22 May 2015 1:13 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third party certification of food

My name is Dale Broughton,

to the Committee Secretariat:

PLEASE STOP/BAN THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATION OF FOODS.

I’m a hard working tax paying Australian. I have a family of  7, father to 5 kids. I’m non
 religious. I have a boy in Boy scouts,  a Girl in Girl guides.. all of them have swimming
 lessons, music lessons and School.  I buy my food from my local supermarket Coles or
 Woolworths and support my local community. I work very hard to make ends meet and
 provide a life for my young family. It is already hard enough as you can imagine with
 having 5 kids. Kids that are growing and a starting to enter into teenage years.

When I hear that Coles,Woolworths, Kraft foods, Tip Top  etc etc etc. Are all paying or
 allowing third party certifications, it makes me sad, knowing that products become more
 expensive for me the end consumer. Supermarkets would have to pass this cost on to the
 everyday customer surely it’s just logical that their product prices would have to suit
 business running & manufacture costs and their profit margins on top. Adding a third
 party certification payment means that the costs are sent to the customer... To me and my
 family..

It doesn’t make sense to pay someone else money to stand and pray over the top of food or
 an animal then slit (inhumanely) the animals throat. Seams like a scam to me, one that I
 have to pay for. I don’t want to pay for it, I wasn’t asked if I wanted to. I should not have
 to. If  someone else want to pray over their food then they can do it at they own cost, at
 their own dinner tables, in there out house, I don’t care.. As long as it is $0.00 cost to me
 and my family...

Here is a very key point. Supermarkets and business pay or allow third party certification
 etc and then secretly pass the cost onto me.. They didn’t ask me if I wanted to pay it, the
 main reason is: ‘they knew I would have said no.’ So they have been dishonest and
 hidden it from us. I’m a contractor, if I start to hide things and add fees to my clients that
 are fictional and unexplained, don’t you think my customers would be asking questions?
 then if I kept doing it they would get angry and want their money back? So why is it okay
 for supermarkets and food businesses to do the same to me and my family?.

Businesses are in fear of losing export rights unless they pay these fees But they don’t bat
 an eyelid when more money comes out of my pocket. Its a ransom, it’s Blackmail. It’s
 Un-Australian

I come from a Long Military family.. My ancestors would be turning in their graves with
 shame.

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=DERMODYK
mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au


Dale J Broughton 

On 13 May 2015, the Senate referred an inquiry into third party certification of food to the
 Senate Economics References Committee for inquiry and report by 30 November 2015.

Submissions close 31 July 2015.

Committee Secretariat contact:

Senate Standing Committees on Economics
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600

Phone: +61 2 6277 3540
Fax: +61 2 6277 5719
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To the Inquiry on labelling on foods: 

My name is Michelle Hall; I am 59 years old and the mother of six children. I 
am a house wife and a patriot. I am of not particular religious persuasion.  I am 
opposed to the certification of any foods and the costs of this unnecessary 
practice for the Australian domestic market. 

My concerns are in relation: Halal certification. 

1. The lack of transparency in the additional costs of this particular 
certification on all foods, in the Domestic market. 

 
2. The lack of identification of this certification on meat in particular displayed 

at point of sale. 
 
 

3. The distribution of funds collected by the certifiers to an exclusive group 
but forced upon the wider community to fund.  

 
4.  The transparency of the financial gain and distribution of funds collected 

for the certification of Halal. The status of the Charity organisation or non 
for profit, when it is a business enterprise and out of the arms reach of 
Taxation and the ASIC, because of this classification. 

 
 

5. The imposing of a religious requirement on the wider community by a 
minority group. Halal food is simply a religious food tax imposed by 
Muslims on non-Muslims. 

 
6. The Introduction/ infiltration of a different law system on the wider 

community by stealth.  
 

7. The lack of consideration towards other religious groups, this requirement 
of Sharia law method of slaughter and part of the certification process, 
stands against their other religious practices. 

 



8. The reduction of other slaughterman who are of a  different religion, whose 
jobs have been filled by the demand of this certification requirement. As 
the certifiers demand that it must be by a person of the same religion for 
certification to be granted. ISLAMIC.  

 

 

 

In closing this for consideration, I would like to direct questions 
to my issues raised.   

1. What did the Islamic group do for food prior to the 
application of Halal certification Is Halal certification for the 
domestic market required?  

2. Why is the certification applicable to items that are not for 
human consumption? 

3. If it be deemed necessary for the purpose of export only. How 
will you apply the costs to the export market only, and regulate 
that all costs apply to export goods only and do not transfer to 
the domestic market? 

4.  Due to the lack of control on the money taken as a result of 
this certification practise,  Will you recommend, to change the 
classification of the certification business from a charity based 
model to a business so that regulatory and scrutiny of activities 
can apply? 

5. Will you recommend that any Halal product that is sold 
within the domestic market is clearly and without exception 
offered as a fee free product and is clearly labelled as a Halal 
product at point of sale? 

6. Will you recommend that, the unnecessary and inhumane 
slaughter of all animals comply with Australian standards pre 



Halal and any other religious practice, both for domestic and 
export regardless of religious demands within Australia? 

 

 

 

Kind regards  

 

Michelle Hall. 

 

 

I will attempt to expand on my concerns: 

1. There is no need for the domestic market to be bearing the costs of this 
certification process that has developed for the purpose of export. Small boutique suppliers 
have met the demand for the Jewish community for their religious requirements for years. 
Halal is not a cost for the wider community to cover. Halal is only required for a 2% of the 
domestic market. The basis for certification may have been for quick identification of 
unknown product, but not required by 98% of the population. It is unjust to impose this on 
the wider community  Please find attached religious requirements for what is Halal and 
what is deemed correct in order to eat foods  attachment .( 1A) 

 

2. When I go to the supermarket, the only indications of Halal certified foods are the 
small symbol on a label or the RSPCA approved sign on the chicken. . I have asked 
about other meat products and have been told that the boxes that the meat arrives 
at the store has Halal certified label on it, but the individual pre packed, do not have 
any reference to this process.  My freedom of choice along with the rest of the 
community to enable an informed decision as to the ethics to purchase a product 
that is Halal certified has ceased.  Why then, should the majority of consumers be 

forced to seek this information individually, when it is clearly available 
to the seller?  

 

 

http://www.halalaustralia.com.au/HalalAuthorities_Details.asp?OrgID=2


 

Failure to adequately label food is against the Competition and Consumer Act 2010 (CCA) 
(formerly known as the Trade Practices Act 1974) which contains a general prohibition 
against conduct that misleads or deceives or is likely to mislead or deceive. 

 

3. I have looked at the charity statement available to the public on the charities site. I use in 
point of reference the Islamic council of Victoria’s statement.  The collection of funds by this 
certification process is not seen to be distributed back into the wider community, yet the 
costs and fees associated with the certification on products for both the domestic and 
export market for a minority group in Australia is collected from the wider community. As 
this is for the sole benefit of a 2% minority it needs to be collected from the community for 
which require the certification and not forced upon the wider community to fund. 

4 A. I do not have a degree in business or economics, as far as I can see it is for the 
benefit of this particular group to be a charity or non for profit organisation. When the 
concept of certification developed, I could see how, the above organisations may have 
undertaken this as an arm of a community service for the minority group that resided in 
Australia. As the Halal is now a multi- million dollar business globally. It needs to be 
reclassified. A crack down on multi-National companies evading taxation obligations and 
this is one.  

B. GST is identified on a sales docket; to display the amount has been collected. 
There are no references to the costs attached to the product for this certification.  In my 
opinion it is a tax / donation and should be identified at point of sale. Donations to 
charitable organisations are tax deductable and a receipt should be given. NOTE: not that I 
consider this to a wider community cost and should be removed with exception to the 
people who may require it. Or by voluntary donations. 

5&6. If 98% are not of this religion and therefore do not require this practice, why is it being 
forced upon the 98%? It is also against other religions to consume foods that have been 
sacrificed to an Idol. This is also part of the biggest religious group The Christians. This also 
pertains to the issue of non-discloser and only for the benefit of one 2% minority group.  
This is a question of ethics. 

 Life is sacred 

Islam places great emphasis in the way in which an animal's life ends, which has to be in 
accordance with Islamic regulations. Life is a sacred blessing of God to creation, animals as 
well as humans. 

If the life of an animal has to be ended for human survival, then its life should only be taken 
in the name of God. Hence, the phrase bismillah ('in the name of God') must be uttered just 
before slaughtering an animal. 



Muslims cannot consume the meat of animals that are sacrificed in a name other than God. 
Any animal slaughtered in the name of a person alive or dead, any deity or idol will be 
considered as haram and therefore it is not permissible for Muslims to consume that meat. 

Again taken from the Islamic councils own writings. It  is the same values given to other 
religions ,yet ignored by the permission of the government who need to consider all of the 
community.  

"Every human being is responsible only for his own works." 53:39 . This also allows the 
people of this group to bless their own food to make it lawful. Again rendering this 
certification un necessary.  It is also a requirement on all food to be consumed. 

 This is the definition given by the Islamic council on what is Halal.  I, question the part B.  
When referencing both of the religious text, no reference to the process is defined. This has 
been included as part of the UN necessary practice to validate the costs and need of 
certification. 

. Definition 

In general every food is considered halal in Islam unless it is specially prohibited by the 
Qur'an or the Hadith . By official definition, halal foods are those that are: 

a. Free from any component that Muslims are prohibited from consuming according to 
Islamic law (Shariah). 

b. Processed, made, produced, manufactured and/or stored using utensils, equipment 
and/or machinery that have been cleansed according to Islamic law. 

7. This whole certification and the application to the wider community, places us under the 
requirements of Sharia Law. This is not the legal system in this country. Other areas of this 
have started to emerge and it is and should not be allowed to flourish and establish its self 
within our culture. The contrasting of aspects of this practice are in direct opposition of the 
fundamental principles we hold in all aspect of our daily lives. I as one reject this system, and 
its development on our food supply is concerning.  

8. I challenge all of this as none of it appears in the books of 
faith. It has been contrived to create the need for certification 
and the Tax placed upon Non-Muslims. Remembering that the 
instructions on the whole of this ideology came from 630ad 
and have been re-written by the so called scholars’ and 
interpreted daily to meet the every changing environment to 
suit that of the Islamic person alone. If one accepts the 
changes made by the scholar ,then one must accept the decree 
of late.” It is perfectly alright to eat your dead wife if hungry”. 

 This is taken from the Islamic councils own page. Halal/Haram 



Foods containing ingredients such as gelatin, enzymes, emulsifiers, and flavours 
are questionable, because the origin of these ingredients is not known. 

In the meat and poultry food industry, animals such as cows, veal, lamb, sheep, 
goats, turkeys, chickens, ducks, game birds, bison, venison, etc, are considered 
halal, but they must be prepared according to Islamic laws in order for their 
meat to be suitable for consumption (see below). None of these appear in in any 
text. 

Fish and seafood (with the exception of crocodiles, alligators and frogs) are 
generally acceptable for Muslims but as always check first, as there may be a 
personal dietary preference or allergy. The preparation of the fish or seafood 
should not include alcohol (ie batter or wine, or anything considered haram). 

In cases of necessity, prohibited things may become permissible (halal) for the 
duration of the emergency or need, as Islam puts a priority on life over death. 
Refer to Qur'an at Chapter 2:173 (Al Baqarah). 

Islamic Halal Meat Preparation and Supervision 

In Australia, the Australian Federation of Islamic Councils (AFIC – the peak Muslim body) 
certifies and trains Islamic slaughtermen for the meat and poultry industry. AFIC's Halal 
Service Manager travels throughout Australia to various abattoirs/farms, meat and non-meat 
food companies, drugs, cosmetic establishments to perform Islamic supervision, 
audit/inspection, and halal preparation. 

Halal products are derived from animals and/or poultry that have been prepared according to 
Islamic law under the following statement, “In the name of God – God is the 
Greatest/Bismillahi Allahu Akbar”. 

Halal products and production are properly separated and clearly identified from non-halal 
products. 

Islamic Slaughter 

Muslims are only allowed to eat meat that has been prepared according to Islamic law. This 
method is often challenged by animal rights activists as ‘causing unnecessary suffering to the 
animal’. Muslims disagree and say that Islamic law on killing animals is designed to reduce 
the pain and distress that the animal suffers. 

AFIC has strict rules with regards to Islamic slaughter. These rules state: 

1. The slaughterer must be a sane adult Muslim. 
2. The slaughterer must say the name of God before making the cut. 
3. The name of God is said in order to emphasise the sanctity of life and that the animal 

is being killed for food with God's consent. 



4. The animal must be killed by cutting the throat with one continuous motion of a sharp 
knife. 

5. The cut must sever at least three of the trachea, oesophagus, and the two blood vessels 
on either side of the throat. 

6. The spinal cord must not be cut. 
7. Animals must be well treated before being killed. 
8. Animals must not see other animals being killed. 
9. The knife must not be sharpened in the animal's presence. 
10. The knife blade must be free of blemishes that might tear the wound. 
11. The animal must not be in an uncomfortable position. 
12. The animal must be allowed to bleed out and be completely dead before further 

processing. 

 Part 1. This is work place discrimination, as only 2%   of the domestic market 
requires this practice and the largest percentage do not .It is again for the export 
market and as the whole of the export market is only 2o% global export, for the 
sole purpose of the Halal certification practice and has eliminated jobs via 
religion. An employer can not engage in the services of a non-Islamic qualified 
slaughterman if they are certified for Halal slaughter under these demands 
which are not of direct religious writings, but derived for the purpose of 
imposing an Islamic tax on the food.  

 There is also a section that requires the animal to be blessed prior to slaughter, 
not the slaughterman be of this faith in the religious texts. If the beast is 
slaughtered without the certification practices, the consumer should also bless 
food prior to consuming. It again shows the whole certifying practice to be 
unnecessary. 

Therefore eat of that on which allah's name has been mentioned if you are believers in his 
communications 

This can be done before consuming the food. 

 

 

 

 

 

Attchment 



1A. The following are taken from the Quaran. And have been use to formulate my opinion on 
this matter. These are in relation to Halal and Haram pro’s and con’s. 

1.   
  

Halal and Haram Foods according to Quran 
 
In Quran, in the following verses, it has been described what foods are known as 
halal (lawful) and also haram (unlawful) foods: 
 

 

say: i do not find in that which has been revealed to me anything forbidden for an 
eater to eat of except that it be what has died of itself, or blood poured forth, or flesh 
of swine-- for that surely is unclean-- or that which is a transgression, other than (the 
name of) allah having been invoked on it; but whoever is driven to necessity, not 
desiring nor exceeding the limit, then surely your lord is forgiving, merciful 

 

therefore eat of what allah has given you, lawful and good (things), and give thanks 
for allah's favor if him do you serve 

 

he has only forbidden you what dies of itself and blood and flesh of swine and that 
over which any other name than that of allah has been invoked, but whoever is 
driven to necessity, not desiring nor exceeding the limit, then surely allah is 
forgiving, merciful 

 

and, for what your tongues describe, do not utter the lie, (saying) this is lawful and 
this is unlawful, in order to forge a lie against allah; surely those who forge the lie 
against allah shall not prosper 

 

forbidden to you is that which dies of itself, and blood, and flesh of swine, and that 
on which any other name than that of allah has been invoked, and the strangled 
(animal) and that beaten to death, and that killed by a fall and that killed by being 
smitten with the horn, and that which wild beasts have eaten, except what you 
slaughter, and what is sacrificed on stones set up (for idols) and that you divide by 
the arrows; that is a transgression. this day have those who disbelieve despaired of 
your religion, so fear them not, and fear me. this day have i perfected for you your 
religion and completed my favor on you and chosen for you islam as a religion; but 
whoever is compelled by hunger, not inclining willfully to sin, then surely allah is 
forgiving, merciful 

 

they ask you as to what is allowed to them. say: the good things are allowed to you, 



and what you have taught the beasts and birds of prey, training them to hunt-- you 
teach them of what allah has taught you-- so eat of that which they catch for you and 
mention the name of allah over it; and be careful of (your duty to) allah; surely allah 
is swift in reckoning 

 

this day (all) the good things are allowed to you; and the food of those who have 
been given the book is lawful for you and your food is lawful for them; and the 
chaste from among the believing women and the chaste from among those who have 
been given the book before you (are lawful for you); when you have given them 
their dowries, taking (them) in marriage, not fornicating nor taking them for 
paramours in secret; and whoever denies faith, his work indeed is of no account, and 
in the hereafter he shall be one of the losers 

 

therefore eat of that on which allah's name has been mentioned if you are believers 
in his communications 

 

and what reason have you that you should not eat of that on which allah's name has 
been mentioned, and he has already made plain to you what he has forbidden to you-
- excepting what you are compelled to; and most surely many would lead (people) 
astray by their low desires out of ignorance; surely your lord-- he best knows those 
who exceed the limits 

 

and do not eat of that on which allah's name has not been mentioned, and that is 
most surely a transgression; and most surely the shaitans suggest to their friends that 
they should contend with you; and if you obey them, you shall most surely be 
polytheists 

 

o you who believe! do not forbid (yourselves) the good things which allah has made 
lawful for you and do not exceed the limits; surely allah does not love those who 
exceed the limits 

 

and eat of the lawful and good (things) that allah has given you, and be careful of 
(your duty to) allah, in whom you believe 

 

o you who believe! intoxicants and games of chance and (sacrificing to) stones set 
up and (dividing by) arrows are only an uncleanness, the shaitan's work; shun it 
therefore that you may be successful 

 



lawful to you is the game of the sea and its food, a provision for you and for the 
travellers, and the game of the land is forbidden to you so long as you are on 
pilgrimage, and be careful of (your duty to) allah, to whom you shall be gathered 

 

say: tell me what allah has sent down for you of sustenance, then you make (a part) 
of it unlawful and (a part) lawful. say: has allah commanded you, or do you forge a 
lie against allah? 

 

and he it is who has made the sea subservient that you may eat fresh flesh from it 
and bring forth from it ornaments which you wear, and you see the ships cleaving 
through it, and that you might seek of his bounty and that you may give thanks 

 

o children of adam! attend to your embellishments at every time of prayer, and eat 
and drink and be not extravagant; surely he does not love the extravagant 

 

o messengers! eat of the good things and do good; surely i know what you do 

 

o men! eat the lawful and good things out of what is in the earth, and do not follow 
the footsteps of the shaitan; surely he is your open enemy 

 

allah is he who made the cattle for you that you may ride on some of them, and 
some of them you eat 

 

 



ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 93

Submission Details: Name Withheld





 
I do not understand why tampons or milk, to name a few items, have to be Halal certified, it 
is preponderant.  I am against paying a religious tax to anyone, religion should be kept out of 
our food, I’m finding it increasingly difficult to eat as it involves much research so as not to 
pay into this scam.  It is wrong to pander to 2% of the population and make it so difficult for 
the other 98% should they wish to avoid Halal products.  I now pay a lot more for my meat to 
make sure it is NOT Halal certified, I will not pander to this scam for an ideology that thinks 
it’s normal to mutilate females’ genitalia, that 8 year old brides are acceptable, oppresses 
women, that Sharia law must be imposed on the whole world, I’m just not that gullible, 
reckless or stupid.   
 
It is also infuriating that sometimes – as in Honey Macadamia Nuts in Coles, the box is 
labelled Halal and yet the product is not, that Dominos pizza sauce is Halal on the delivery 
box  that arrives at the franchise, but this does not show up in the end product anywhere, 
that Coon cheese hides their certification inside the product and you do not know it is there 
until you actually open the plastic container once you have the product home, this is 
misleading and deceptive conduct, charges should be laid, products need to be clearly 
labelled so that consumers can make an informed choice about their purchases.  Surely this 
is against the Competition and Consumer Act or the Trade Practices Act? Surely this is 
illegal. 
 
Halal certification should be kept within specified Halal stores, I wont buy them, I wont play 
into the corruption and I think it’s abhorrent to the wider community that government and 
companies do feed into this scam. 
 
Destructive religious beliefs should not have to be such a huge consideration when I shop, it 
is beyond a joke.  This scam should cease, as should the deceptive and misleading conduct 
by supermarkets, take-away franchises and the like.  I purchased milk this week that said 
‘suitable for vegetarians’, such a welcome relief, such a non-offensive label, I am offended to 
the core by Halal labelling or lack of on some products, and the ideology it stands for in 
general, it should not be tolerated by civilised countries. 
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From: Peter Astridge  
Sent: Friday, 22 May 2015 12:33 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Muslim certification scheme Halal submission

Economics Senate enquiry

Muslim Halal certification scheme enquiry.

Food is the essence of life without it we starve so why should we all have to pay more
 than is necessary for it. All Australians have to pay for the Halal Muslim religious
 Certification fees in our food bills that the Australian Government allows to satisfy
 exports to Muslim countries. This extortion racket manufactured by evil extremists
 should be outlawed immediately.

As it is now all the food distribution outlets (supermarkets etc) are increasingly halal
 compliant, and the food sources are Halal compliant (as they increasingly are thanks to
 people like the greatest Scam Master, it only remains for the transport/conduits to be
 completely forced into halal compliance and the entire food chain is then in the hands
 of Islamists. Own the food - own the country and the people. While our Government sits
 back and remains silent conned by the left wing few.

Halal is paid by Australians through the manufacturer to finance a scam instrumented
 by extremists. It is plain stupid to say that meat would cost more without it. Any profits
 from it go to the manufacturers and certifying organisers not the people of Australia.
 Therefore there is no benefit for ordinary Australians, only higher prices.

It is quite noticeable how the Woolworths and Coles meat isles in their shops are
 becoming smaller and smaller as the price of meat becomes most unaffordable as
 customers are increasingly rejecting Halals’ certification scam on our products. I object
 to any form of certification fee scheme charges that infringes on the rights of ordinary
 Australians to be able to buy products of food and beverages at reasonable prices.

Peter Astridge Clr

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=DERMODYK
mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au


ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 95

Submission Details: Ms Tanya Jonas





From: Tanya Jonas 
Sent: Friday, 22 May 2015 11:36 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal certification

I am Australian. Everything I buy is halal certified. Which means the Islamic council are paid for the halal
 stamp. I do not wish for my food to be halal. It's against the law to force the practices of other religions upon
 us. I also don't want my meat killed in such a barbaric manner. Makes me sick to my stomach. Surely as
 Australian citizens we have rights. Please end this as its a proven take over by the Muslim radical. It's scary to
 think of Australia as a Muslim country within years. Please stop this before its too late.
Sent from my iPhone
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From: Colin Russell  
Sent: Saturday, 23 May 2015 2:21 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third Party Certification Schemes in Australia.

Dear Senator(s),

I can remember years ago on Cigarette Packets the Surgeon General’s Warning, it was plain and simple and
 straight to the point, it would be nice to see something that simple in the food industry.

I believe we should have a standard labelling system, that is plain and simple, making it easy to view and
 understand, for all Australians, I suggest , for your consideration,

1) Australian Made, that is 100% Made and Assembled in Australia.

2) Australian Product, that is 100% Australian Product, zero imported products or Assembly.

3) Natural Product, that is 100% Natural Product free from preservatives and artificial ingredients.

4) Generically Modified Product (GM), a product that contains any percentage of ingredients that are GM, plus
 the min./max. percentage of Ingredients.

5) Religious Certified Product, there is no other way to describe the current Halal trend within Australia,
 although Kosher, will also fall into this category, it has never staged a presence the same as Halal.

a) it should also state that, This Product has been Independently Certified, on behalf of a Religious Group.

b) The Certification of this Product requires a fee to be made by the Manufacturing Company to the Religious
 Certifying Group.

c) The cost of the Certification of this Product is covered partly or in whole, by the sale of this Product.

d) Monies raised due to the cost of this Certification are not traced by the Australian Government and may not
 always remain in Australia.

Maybe a bill should be passed, The Australian Consumers,  Mandatory Information bill, regarding Food
 Products and Food Processing.

Clear labelling in all the above categories should be a compulsory Government Requirement.

The Labelling should be on the front of the packaging as it was for the 'Surgeon General’s Warning’  for
 consumers to study and to choose accordantly.
With a Standard Percentage size of the Packaging dedicated to this Labelling, similar to the current labelling on
 cigarette packets.

I should also be able to tell at a glance if a Product is 100% Australian Product or not, and if not what is the
 percentage of imported ingredients.
Unlike the current labelling system, where it is stated, that This Product contains Local and Imported
 Ingredients.
If that Percentage is a variable, which I am sure most Food Processing Companies will try and defend

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=DERMODYK
mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au
mailto:colinrussell61@icloud.com


 themselves by saying, then it should be stated as a minimum and a maximum percentage. e.g. The fruit in this
 Muesli Bar can be as low as 0% Australian fruit to as high as 100% imported fruit.

I am not a Religious person, I feel as a consumer I have a right to be informed via the labelling on the packaging
 if a Product is likely to be costing me more to buy due to its Religious Certification.
I believe that there maybe other groups and religions that could not, or would not want to consume Halal
 Products, based upon their beliefs.

In the case of ‘Coon Cheese’ Slices there is noway of knowing that you have purchased a Halal Product till you
 open the packaging at home, and find the individual slices displaying the very small Halal symbol.

I am fully aware of the current Slaughter Practices here in Australia and around the world in order to obtain and
 Maintain the Halal Certification.

The first job I ever had when I left school in the mids 70’s was working in an Abattoir, I believe Halal
 Certification is cruel to Australian Animals.
Australian Animal Husbandry Standards have been jeopardised in this process, that is Halal Certification. Based
 upon this fact alone, No Australian Meat Products should be Halal Certified. We should return to the Humane
 Practices of processing Australian Meats.

I thank you for your time and your consideration of my views, I look forward to following this Senate Inquiry
 and the results in November.

Colin Russell.
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From: Syd Ellis  
Sent: Saturday, 23 May 2015 6:07 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal Certification inquiry

I submit information for your consideration.  It is in relation to, 'The importance of food certification schemes in
 relation to export market access and returns to producers'. My information will show that the certification is not
 a religious requirement.  Halal Certification started I believe in the early nineties and we had Muslims living in
 Australia before then.  What did they eat before the certification?  Did not Muslim women use tampons before
 they were certified?  Why do we need certified dog and cat food or bubble wrap?  Halal in Arabic translates as
 permitted or allowed.  Halal Certification, we are informed is a requirement of the Islamic faith and also to
 make our food inclusive of our diverse and multicultural society.  So let us look at some facts about halal food. 
 The Koran states that all things on earth are halal unless mentioned otherwise like pork or alcohol.  The Koran
 also states that the food of the ‘People of the Scriptures’ (Christians and Jews) is also halal, unless mentioned
 otherwise like pork or alcohol.  The Koran also states that if a Muslim inadvertently eats something non halal,
 then there is no harm done.  The Koran also states that to make sure food is halal a Muslim only has to say
 ‘Bismillah’ over the food, similar to a Christian saying grace.  Sikhs, Buddhists, Hindus and Jews are forbidden
 by their religion to eat halal food. Indonesia has one ‘Certification’ body controlled by the government and
 charges only a small fee.  Halal Certification is not needed or wanted.  Halal food is not the contentious issue; it
 is the unnecessary fee that is paid and passed on to the consumer.  Thank you for your time to read this.
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From: Richard Bartolo 
Sent: Sunday, 24 May 2015 6:03 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal Certification

Dear Senator

I am appalled to think that there are religious fees attached to the majority of items I purchase from my local
 grocery store.
Also, that most of these items do not even have a label on them confirming this.
Can you prove 100% that a good percentage of this money collected as Halal fees is not ending up in the hands
 of the Islamic terrorist groups?
The big companies that are paying these fees, say that the cost is not passed on to the costumers, I say bollocks,
 as if a company can pay these fees and not add the cost to their product.
They also claim they will lose millions in the export market without Halal certification, but that won't mean a
 thing if the Islamic Cult takes over the whole world with their Caliphate.
I say these fees should be made illegal along with anything else that has to do with Islamic beliefs in this
 country.

Yours faithfully,
Richard Bartolo
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From:
Sent: Sunday, 24 May 2015 12:16 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third party certification of food

Third party certification of food Submission

Dear Senator,

In relation to the issue of certification of food in Australia, I would like thank you for speaking up
  for  those Australians who are concerned  regarding  the Halal  certification and  I would  like    to
 make the following

Submissions:-

1. A person when purchasing food should be able to make a choice in relation to the nature

and  extent  of  food  certification  schemes  which  relate  to  organic,  kosher,  halal  and
genetically-modified food and general food safety certification schemes;  i.e. for safety
reasons for those who have allergies. etc.  but not for a specific religious order.

2.  Have clarification relating to current labeling requirements of food certification schemes
  and  why  the  need  for  any  religious  organizatons,    albeit  be  Christian  or  any  other
 religion to be financed because of religious beliefs and the cost of the labeling adding to
  the  end  cost  of  the  products  being  purchased  ultimately  causing  an  increase  to
 consumers shopping items.

3. Have knowledge through clear  labeling on products produced by companies  that pay
 certification fees and the extent of that payment and to whom ultimately is benefited.

4. Whether  those  current  schemes  provide  enough  relevant  information  for  Australian
 consumers to make informed purchasing decisions with a knowledge of the nature and
  details  of  such  current  schemes  in  order  that  consumers  can  make  an  informed
 purchase.

5.  Details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers of food
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 and the potential of these fees paid having an impact on prices for consumers and for
 consumers making a clear choice.

Regards

P.  Clarkson
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From:
Sent: Sunday, 24 May 2015 2:20 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: food certification and labelling

Senate Standing Committees on Economics
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600

Phone: +61 2 6277 3540
Fax: +61 2 6277 5719
economics.sen@aph.gov.au

To the commitee members sitting on these important and frustrating issues. As a consumer of the foods in
 Australia I need labelling to give me information more than currently exists. 

I need to know who grew it, where it was grown and if animal produce how it was killed. I do not ever it meat
 that has been killed with its throat cut and bled to death, this to me is a MOST inhumane and unnecessary
 way of providing meat products to consumers.

I have a right to know if the meat or fruit and vegies I am buying are grown in a manner against my personal
 ethics. Many of us still do have ethics when it comes down to it, I sincerely hope that the members of this
 committee still have theirs and are prepared to standby them.

As for certification of products such as meat those certifications should be held within OUR standards and
 laws not others, as we are Australians and the last I heard we aussies, do not tolerate animal cruelty, so why
 should we start to now?

yours respectfully

 R.Courtnell
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From: Mike  
Sent: Sunday, 24 May 2015 3:05 PM 
To: Economics, Committee (SEN) 
Subject: Third party certification of food

Senate Standing Committees on Economics
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600

To : Senate Economics References Committee

Dear Committee Members:

I write this Submission with the reference to Halal Certification applied to Domestic consumer
 goods.

I believe all people of Australia have the right, and the Government of Australia has a duty of
 care, to make sure every Australian consumers is able to purchase products knowing that
 every reasonable attempt has been made to make sure the consumer is able to make an
 informed decision on the make-up of their purchase and what the product sale supports,
 funds or represents.

I believe the Halal status of a product is okay for members of the Islamic faith. The Qur'an
 clearly identifies Halal as meaning permissible. Allah has passed on to the Messenger
 Muhammad through the Qur'an, who said “Today the good things are permitted to you, and
 the food of those who were given the Book (being the Jews and Christians) is permitted to
 you, and permitted to them is your food.” Allah also stated “eat what they seize for you, and
 mention Gods Name over it”. Moslems need only to bless their consumer goods at the time of
 consumption and the goods are truly Halal (permissible).

The Halal Certification scheme in my view does not represent the word of the Qur'an and any
 true
Moslem will tell you it is blasphemy to make profit from the word of the Qur’an.

There is no reference in any English translated Qur'an or Koran from Allah mentioning any
 order to maintain a Halal Certification scheme.

I follow the Christian value system. My beliefs are my own and it is not for me to demand
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 anyone to conform to my beliefs or for me to submit to the demands of any value system that
 goes against my interests or security.

It is my view the Halal Certification scheme is designed by those wishing to raise funds to
 contribute to a value system I detest. I do not wish to support such a value system especially
 when I go to purchase consumer goods. It is my belief that a number if not all of the Halal
 Certification companies approved to operate in the domestic market have a direct affiliation
 with Islamic mosques and the promotion of the goal of Islam as recorded within the Qur'an .
 The Qur'an tells its followers to migrate and spread Islam throughout the world. It states Islam
 is the one true religion and directs Islam’s followers to oppose all those who do not support
 the expansion of Islam. The followers of Islam believe the Earth belongs to them as the
 superior people and its members are only allowed to submit to Allah and Allah's sharia law to
 find true peace. Moslem's may adhere to the laws of their host nations so long as those laws
 do not conflict with Allah’s laws.

My research from the referenced material highlights Allah as the High God whose history
 dates back to the Arab pagans who worshipped many gods with the Moon god having the
 highest rank. Allah is the Moon god. This god in my view is a false god and it is an affront to
 my value system to worship or consume goods that has been blessed on behalf of this god.
 The Halal certification is seen as a written contract for Moslem's to confirm that consumer
 goods are deemed Halal ( permissible ) as per the Qur'an and that items such as meat have
 been sacrificed and blessed in accordance with Islamic values. Consuming these goods
 under the certification in my view is a confirmation of submission to the compliance and
 acceptance of Sharia Law. In my view it is a breach of the Australian Constitution and a
 failure of the Australian Government to protect Section 116. The Commonwealth shall not
 make any law for establishing any religion, or for imposing any religious observance. See
 below example of Australian law designed for export market that also impacts on the
 domestic market.

The certification system has only been in place in this country for around 30 years. Islam
 survived the previous 1370 years with no certification system. Presently approximately 2%
 domestic and 8% export markets are moslems. This minority no way justifies the expanse of
 the certification system.

Issued by Authority of the Parliamentary Secretary for Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry. 
Export Control Act 1982 
Export Control (Prescribed Goods – General) Amendment Order 2013 (No. ) 
Amendments of Export Control (Prescribed Goods – General) Order 2005 
Item 1 amends subsections 13.05(4) by inserting an extra small size for the official Halal mark
 with the following dimensions: 
Item Section of mark Size of mark (mm) 1 Width of mark 20 2 Height of mark 20 3 Maximum
 overall height of Arabic text (arched) 2 4 „Halal‟ in English text 6.5 5 „Halal‟ in Arabic text 2.5
 6 „A‟ = Establishment Registration Number 3 7 „Australia‟ in English text 2.5 
The purpose of the amendment is to provide industry with an option to use an extra small size
 official Halal mark to minimize problems faced by some businesses using the existing size
 options, including the mark interfering with barcode readability and the placement of
 information required by importing countries.



The issue of the majority of consumer food products and other goods carrying the Halal
 Certification leaves me with a limited choice of product denying me an equitable choice. I can
 no longer walk into a Coles or Woolworths or most small business butchers and buy meat,
 exempting pork, as most meat products are sourced from Halal Certified Arbitrators. Most
 meat product are not labeled with the Halal Certification at all. You have to write to the
 company office to find out whether or not the product carries the certification. This leaves me
 to source an alternative meat source such as killing my own, potentially creating health issues
 or an expensive specialty butcher.

Cadburys chocolates are another example were items are not labeled with the Halal
 Certification but carry the Halal Certification and pay the annual fees. Other items Like Mars
 Bars simply hide their Halal symbol behind the package under the fold were it cannot easily
 be identified.

I also have an issue with the way livestock is slaughtered under the Islamic religious value
 system, bled out from a cut to the throat while the animal is still alive. Temporary stunning
 does not kill the animal outright and allows the animal to regain full conscience while bleeding
 out. This is a practice I am strongly against, and do not wish to support by buying Halal
 certified goods.

Michael Rose

24.05.2015

References:

The Koran: A New Translation by N.J. Dawood 1956.
The Koran: Translated by Arthur J.Arberry, 1955. 
The Qua ran: A new translation by Tarif Khalidi, 2008
Muhammad, A biography of the Prophet: By Karen Armstrong 1991
Islam, An Introduction: printed 1967, Ebrahim Ahmed Bawany, Karachi - Pakistan 
A Guide to Prayer In Islam by M.A.K 1996 Islamic Publishing House Saudi Arabia.

The Bible, Acts 15:29

Allah – False god and idol

28"For it seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us to lay upon you no greater burden than
 these essentials: 29that you abstain from things sacrificed to idols and from blood and from
 things strangled and from fornication; if you keep yourselves free from such things, you will do
 well.

The Second Epistle of John



Halal Certification with symbol is a Sharia Law compliant act for Islam. Islam, denies Jesus as
 the Son of God:

If anyone comes to you who does not bring this teaching, do not receive him in your home nor
 extend him your greeting, 11- for he who bids him welcome makes himself a sharer of those
 wicked works of his.
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From: Kevin Freer 
Sent: Sunday, 24 May 2015 5:31 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: ECONOMICS REFERENCE COMMITTEE

Food Certification.

CONTACT:  
Mobile : 
Kevin N Freer.

24/05/2014.
Chairperson,
Economic Reference Committee
Third party certification of food.

Dear Senator Dastyari,
        I am a 70 years of age a veteran with 22 years military service (Army). I am deemed by the

 Department of Veterans' Affairs (DVA) to be Totally and Permanently Incapacitated (TPI) as a result of
 (service related) Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD)  I also suffer from Osteoporosis, Emphysema and
 Impotence. I am separated from my wife and live alone. I hope regardless of the above that my opinions may
 be of assistance.

        My observations and comments are limited to the Halal Certification aspect of your enquiry. Further I
 make my comments on the assumption that to gain Halal Certification requires the manufacturer/supplier and
 or retailer to pay for the certification.

 I have no objection to the sale of Halal Certified produce in Australia.

 I address the issues then in the sequence of your Terms of Reference.

a. the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not limited to, schemes
 related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and general food safety certification.

        Based on the premise that Halal Certification involves a cost to the producer (a premise that when asked
 the producers and retailers all agree occurs ) and then regardless of their protestations to the contrary that cost
 must inevitably be passed onto me the consumer, I am finding it most difficult to justify paying more for my
 Coopers beer, Cadburys chocolate, Vegemite and Smarties ( and many other products )  for a Certification that
 I resent and for me serves no purpose. The concept appears to have evolved from a Muslim based aversion to
 pork into a cynical fund raising exercise.

b. current labelling requirements of food certification schemes;

        I do not want to buy or consume or have in my home any product that is Halal Certified. However more
 often than not the identifying badge is seemingly hidden away and in at least one case is not revealed until the
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 product is opened. The identifying badges are often very small, sited in packaging folds and in colours that
 blend with the package background making identification almost impossible. I do use use barcode identifiers
 but this is a a time wasting inconvenience. Prominent Halal Certification labelling would greatly enhance my
 quality of life. This apparent hiding of logos must also make it most difficult for those wishing to find and
 purchase Halal Certified goods. Why hide the logo? Can we not at least have easily located and readily
 readable logos in a prominent location on the product in prominent readable colours?

c. the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees;

I would certainly expect that Certified products would be prominently identified. I believe this is not
 presently the case? I do not want or need any product or produce that is Halal Certified. As it stands more than
 once I have purchased a product only to find when I get home it is Halal Certified necessitating another super
 market trip to return it. Also I do not believe I should be subsidising those whom do want Certification. That
 surely is unfair? By all means if you want your purchase certified that is great but surely any associated costs
 should remain with you? Further surely it is my right not to be forced, tricked or coerced of be put in a position
 where it is unavoidable to purchase products that are Halal Certified. For example although  there are like
 product to Vegemite they are NOT Vegemite yet I can presently only purchase Halal Certified Vegemite ( I
 now go with out my Vegemite)

d. whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make informed
 purchasing decisions;

        There is much conflicting information circulating as to why products should be Halal Certified, what
 benefits result, what processes are involved, what is the actual unit cost of Halal Certification on, for example a
 175 gram jar of Vegemite?

        The slaughtering processes are presently portrayed as being almost prehistoric and barbarous and most
 repugnant by our standards. Is what is portrayed in the media accurate? What are the processes? At present if
 what is portrayed as Halal slaughter methods is indeed true I would no sooner eat Halal Certified meat than I
 would eat my Granny.

e. details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and the potential for these
 to impact on prices for consumers;

        I have contacted over a dozen organisations, Woolworths, Bega Cheese, Aldi amongst them, the response
 to my questions invariably that no Certification costs are passed on to the consumer they are absorbed by the
 relevant companies. Now even I am not silly enough to to accept the implausibility of such a statement. That is
 just a ridiculous and naive response communicated through a largely irrelevant form letter. I believe if I am
 required to pay this impost surely I have a right to know the magnitude of the impact on my cost of living? It is
 totally childish to say that any costs that are incurred in production be they transport, the supply of electricity or
 indeed Halal Certification are not passed on to the consumer, of course they are!

f. the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and returns to producers;

I am most keen that where an export market requires Halal Certification that the producer exporter whom
 ever acquires in the proper manner Halal Certification. I however see no relationship between this however and
 the Domestic market or domestic consumption. Surely I should not be contributing to the cost of Certification
 of a product consigned for an overseas market? Further because a product must be Halal Certified to meet the
 importers demands thus increasing cost of production I see no reason to have the product sold on the domestic
 market certified. Certify it for those that want it certified and not for those whom don't. Those whom want it
 certified pay those whom don't; don't. Like the man said; " not rocket science."

g. the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including, but not limited
 to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any related matters.

        It could be said that what happens to the funds accrued through Halal Certification are none of my business
 and that may well be true however, street talk media and indeed statements by some politicians is quite strong
 that at least some of the monies collected go toward funding hardline radical Muslim terrorist organisations and



 toward the cause of destroying Democracy in this country and imposing a Sharia Law state. Hard line Muslim
 Cleric have indeed made such statements I believe.

         The current lack of verifiable information on the dissemination of the funds accrued adds coals to the fire
 of these concepts. I find it most offensive that even the possibility of funds that I expend on food could
 contribute to the death of either innocent civilians or indeed any of our military personnel to be grossly
 repugnant in the extreme. This matter needs to be addressed in detail and as a matter of urgency.

In conclusion;
 If memory serves when the GST was introduced it was deemed inappropriate to impose a tax,

 impost or levee on food, it was even adjudged to be an obscenity to even consider it. Now it appears a minority
 of people enter our country and are permitted to levee a tax on what appears to be an ever expanding range of
 basic food stuffs. I resent this and to me it appears as simply a revenue raising exercise with all the legality of
 an Al Capone caper. It appears also as an extortionate criminal act that should be stopped forthwith.       

 respectfully,

 Kevin N Freer.
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From: David Roberts  
Sent: Friday, 22 May 2015 2:46 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Cc:
Subject: Inquiry into third party certification of food


Dear Sir or Madam,

I am asking you to investigate the halal certification of goods and
 services in Aust . 

I am concerned that Sharia Law and Islamic doctrine is being imposed
 both overtly and covertly through halal certification/tax.  It has been
 reported that some sugar has halal certification, meaning by extension
 that many products now are indirectly paying this tax. Could the
 investigation please clarify who is paying the halal tax and ensure that
 products are clearly labelled so show this. 

I am concerned about reports of producers being pressured to get halal
 certification by Muslims. Please investigate as to whether this is
 happening or not. 

Please investigate so-called halal “certifiers” currently in the market and
 find trace all money collected by them to find out where the money is
 being used, and ensure that money isn't being siphoned off for
 anything that it wasn't support to be used for, or for promoting or
 support terrorism in any way, or supporting any school, mosque etc
 that encourages illegal activity, discrimination, animal cruelty, students
 not to complete school subjects etc. Any certifiers who have done such
 activity should be prosecuted and prevented from ever being a certifier
 again. I raise this as it has been reported in The Australian today that

A senior official in the Australian Federation of Islamic Councils has
 been accused of attempting to embezzle hundreds of thousands of
 dollars from the Islamic College of Brisbane and falsifying school loans
 worth almost $1million…

The school receives about 80 per cent of its funding from taxpayers…

Islamic schools around Australia — including the nation’s largest, Malek
 Fahd in Sydney’s southwest — have been involved in numerous
 financial scandals.

Malek Fahd was forced to repay $9m to taxpayers after The Australian
 revealed it had been funnelling profits to AFIC.
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Rissalah College in Sydney’s southwestern Lakemba had its funding
 frozen in 2013 amid allegations it misused hundreds of thousands of
 dollars in school funds and that a gun was pulled on a whistleblower.

Three other Muslim schools have had their funding frozen by the NSW
 Education Department or have been the subject of police investigations
 in recent years…

AFIC president Hafez Kasseem did not return requests from The
 Australian for comment.

It was also raised in The Australian on May 16 that more than 100
 angry parents have picketed the Islamic College of South Australia,
 worried it is becoming too fundamental after it cut music and sport
 from its curriculum, described pianos as evil and stopped singing the
 national anthem at assemblies.

Any and ALL "certifications" should be in the domain, control and
 oversight of the Australian Federal Government to prevent criminal
 conduct, partisanship and divisiveness.

Thank you for your time,

Yours sincerely,
David Roberts
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Senate Standing Committee on Economics
Third party certification of food

As an animal lover, I am sickened that animals for the Australian meat market are slaughtered in the 
cruel Halal way. It is appalling that those of us who choose NOT to buy Halal-slaughtered animals – and 
other products containing animal products e.g. ice cream, cream and others containing gelatin - are 
finding it increasingly difficult to buy NON-Halal. (Terms of Reference #8)

That Halal certification also applies to meat such as pork and bacon that Muslims cannot eat is simply 
ridiculous. One would think that, since Muslims don’t eat pork or bacon, pigs would be safe from 
disgusting Halal slaughter and those of us who will not buy Halal-slaughtered food animals could at least 
eat pork and bacon. Why are the food choices for a nation being dictated by a very small minority – even 
when that group doesn’t eat the product? Where is OUR choice in NOT eating Halal-slaughtered 
animals? (Terms of Reference #8)

Food labelling in Australia is very clear as to the ingredients. Diabetics, coeliacs, vegetarians, those who 
won’t eat products containing palm oil or other foods for health or religious reasons can CLEARLY read 
the listed ingredients and make an informed choice without the need for specific labelling.  (Terms of 
Reference #3)

Perhaps if a specific group wants a product Halal certified, they should pay the company concerned 
rather than vice versa. This would help the companies (ie Cadbury) that are losing trade due to being 
blackbanned by those of us who refuse to eat Halal certified food on principle. (Terms of Reference #1)
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Third Party Inquiry into Certification

Ref: A)  Halal certification is so widespread in the domestic market that it has now become quite 
difficult to source non halal products. Halal certified unlike kosher, gluten free, and general food 
safety certification schemes does not allow for consumer choice. Certification is supposed to be 
mostly for export considerations yet the domestic market is being overwhelmed with it. There is no 
transparency with where the funds are used. It is said that funds are channelled into Islamic only 
communities and interests like schools, mosques etc but as a non  muslim , why am I required to 
support this.
Is it Islamic schools like the one being investigated for breaching not for profit rules by giving 
government issued funds to the Islamic Council or breaching Australian educational standards by 
banning female students from vigorous sport for fear of losing their virginity?  I deplore the lack of 
accountability that has been conceded and I most certainly do not support it.
Ref: D) Some producers have taken to removing the halal label from the product or hidden it inside 
the packaging purportedly because of concern over consumer backlash. If halal certification is 
supposed to be for muslims to identify a product as permissible and meeting the religious 
requirements then hiding the label is counter productive is it not?  This does nothing for consumer 
confidence and only encourages further speculation /suspicion as to why they feel the need to 
deceive the general public, consumers need to be able to make an informed choice on their 
purchases. Many companies also refuse to provide halal certified information on their products by 
direct requests or are deliberately misleading.
Ref: F) Halal certification allegedly provides the export market with access to lucrative Middle 
Eastern markets and good returns to producers although in saying this I believe that regardless of 
certification these markets would still continue to buy from Australia as they had done prior to the 
1980's.   There are also other global markets to consider as well that are just as lucrative and that do 
not require or want halal certification.
I also strongly object to the practice of halal slaughter without prior stunning. There are already 
exemptions in place for some abattoirs which have been conceded. It is inhumane and contravenes 
our animal welfare laws. I would like to take this opportunity to ask why a minority in Australia  have 
taken precedence over a majorities preferences.
 
Ref: E) Certification fees and extra costs imposed by Muslim-only slaughtermen are considered a 
compliance cost by the “client”, therefore they become a tax-deductible cost against general 
revenue, so even buyers of products which are not halal certified, but produced by the same ABN 
entity, contribute to the bottom line. Likewise, the profit and tax liability decreases as a 
consequence of the certification cost; so it’s an extra tax burden for everyone, including a tax loss for 
the Government.
 
From <https://www.change.org/p/australian-government-ban-halal-certification-in-australia> 
You may ask yourself why consumers are very upset over halal certification and not kosher or others 
for example. Kosher does not force consumers to buy their product. It is also a user pays system. 
Gluten free, organic is also available to the general public if they wish to purchase it but it is not all 
encompassing on the supermarket shelves. There is choice.  To voice objections against halal 
certification is to be called a racist, a bigot and misinformed.    It is a non-discussion where 
consumer’s valid points are immediately shot down and dismissed. Even the media are unwilling to 
be impartial, quick to blame those asking for answers as Islamaphobic and seemingly intent on 
heavily editing any interviews so as to portray anti halal supporters as widely ignorant.
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Private Submission; Religious Ritual certification Inquiry Australia;

1. I see that the Halal meat industry issues are different and separate from all other items.
 If both live animal export and Halal export is banned, the Muslim countries would still buy

our amazing, well fed humanely killed meat, our reputation of quality precedes us.
 Existing exception grants given to Halal/Kosher are designed for local consumption only and

paid for by that minority group consumer not the rest of the community.
 Allowing the meat industry to have Muslim only workplaces is unacceptably not Australian

on many levels and these abattoirs need close monitoring to say the least.

2. Regarding removing Halal/Kosher on any other grocery item or restaurant environment…

 I propose a holistic approach to labelling foods Vegetarian (V) being one universal logo.
Could also cover - Gluten Free (G) Low GI (GI) or Sugar Free (SF) Nut Free (NF)

 Alcohol products should be clearly labelled and (AF) ‘Alcohol Free’ can also be applied
in unusual cases.

 Catering to ALL foreigners, kids and vegetarian, covers the various Religious
requirements of Halal & Kosher, without alienating any of the other religions or non-
religious community.

 More marketing room for products/Co. and Less packaging space needed when using
one universal logo (V).

 An appointed board responsible for the upkeep all the standards and run by the
government.

3. Affirmation…
 All religions are able to bless their food after purchase, especially of Australian

quality standard ‘permissible’ food.
 Knowing food is ‘permissible for all consumers’ is the actual & logistical

problem
 It is our responsibility not to allow religion to dominate our market place,

instead promote good health practices.
 Replace and ban these religious logo systems with a well looked after

Vegetarian Logo solution.
 Religious Logos like Halal is not truly required. Proven by way of being hidden

inside packaging or not displayed at all on some products… leaving the
consumer unsure either way so not effective atm.

 Plus Halal/Kosher organisers offer website page & pamphlet solutions, to
assist their followers to shop in accordance to their religion.

4. The spotlight needs to be on Halal certifications as they have unnecessarily
monopolised, manipulated and intimidated the market by charging for a service that
should be free or paid by them especially if inspections or special production needs are
required by a religious sect.

5. Charging Halal fees to certify products that are already permissible or unnecessary,
should be classed as an illegal act.

6. Companies/products should submit their product to the Vegetarian board with video
proof of processing methods to obtain this (V) certification at no charge.

7. Update every 12 months and pay for their own packaging changes.
8. Compensation to all businesses who have paid unnecessary Halal Certification, paid by

the Halal business. Plus a large Government fine; help launch the new board.

Thank you for taking the time to investigate and read this submission,
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Senate Inquiry: The Third Party Certification of Food 

 

Dear Senators, 

I am most concerned about the Halal Certification process in this country and welcome your 

inquiry! 

It is my understanding that Halal Certification in neighbouring, Muslim countries, such as 

Indonesia, is Government controlled and restricted to those items specifically mentioned in 

the Koran and/or accepted by Islamic religious leaders as legitimate products requiring 

Certification. 

I also understand there is a single, government body, in each of these countries 

administering the certification process and charging modest annual fees. (Say $400 per 

annum, per item). 

Why then, does Australia allow multiple, private, authorising bodies to charge outrageous 

fees and certify non Halal products such as Vegemite and Tampons.  

Clearly such products are not mentioned in the Koran and just as clearly, have no relevance 

to the original intent of Halal interpretation.  

The prices charged by third party certifiers would appear to reflect market forces rather than 

a nominal fee. As more Australian companies export or wish to export to Muslim countries, I 

would respectfully submit, this could leave the process open to extortion or blackmail.  

As the vast majority of Australians  are not Muslims and the number of products now certified 

, seem to be growing exponentially, why should we, who do not follow the teachings of the 

Prophet, have to pay this insidious tax?  

The argument put forward by the Prime Minister in a recent, personal response to me, 

proposes we are free to choose what we buy,  however as the percentage of Halal certified 

items available on our supermarket shelves increases, (most having nothing whatsoever to 

do with Halal),  the argument holds less weight and the impost on our grocery bills, grows 

proportionately higher. 

I understand the Canadian Government has recently investigated Certifying bodies in that 

country and discovered rorting by unscrupulous operators and some funds being 

disseminated through charities, ending up aiding ISIS in the middle east. I also am lead to 

believe this has resulted in the closing down of some certifying agencies in Canada and the 

seizure of funds. Rightly so! 

 



If the recommendations made at the conclusion of this inquiry result in; 

(a) A similar investigations, (as has occurred in Canada), being initiated in Australia, 

(b) The number of Certifiers reduced to one Government controlled body, 

(c) The prices charged, reduced to nominal amounts and  

(d) The number of products approved for Certification, restricted to legitimate items;  

I believe this inquiry will have fulfilled its obligations to the people of Australia on Halal 

Certification. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to state my concerns 

John Marsh 

Vietnam Veteran 
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Dear Sir/Madam,
We would like to have our say on the issue of Halal certification of foods in Australia.

Firstly we understand that there is a need for certain certifications to be applied to foods so that 
customers know the food quality standards are met.
We also understand that Halal food is only different from non-halal food for an Islamic person, due 
to their religious beliefs and we may be wrong but as we understand it, an Islamic person can also 
pray over the food before preparing or eating it, to certify it as Halal. 
If this is indeed the case and an Islamic person can privately certify food Halal with a prayer before 
eating it, we don’t see the need for a religious certification on any food item in this country unless it 
is for export. 

We have a problem with any money from Australia being funnelled off to another country and used 
to fund terrorist activities as is currently being committed.
Regards,
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Submission for Inquiry: the Third party certification of food.

I have been following the increasing growth in  halal certification industry over 
the last few years.

It appears to me that that the muslim community view halal certification as an 
major growth industry ie as a way for the religious community to raise funds 
rather than something that is strictly necessary to meet religious 
requirements. This point of view is actively promoted on muslim halal 
certification websites, who also make it clear that as the certification process 
extends to food consumed by ‘non-muslims’ as that presents a great 
opportunity (for profit) to muslim halal certifiers. 

Examples of these opportunities to grow and increase profits are seen in 
claims to expand halal certification to pharmaceuticals, cosmetics, even hotel 
rooms.

The expansion of halal certification appears to be driven by the need to ensure 
that food and other items are prepared in a clean environment. It appears that 
Australian muslims do not accept that the standards imposed by local 
councils through food premises inspection programs and Australian 
standards etc are sufficient and therefore additional inspections must be 
conducted by muslims and that that cost must be absorbed by the food 
producer and the Australian community.

 In that way halal certification appears to operate as a parallel Food Premises 
Inspection Program.

It seems to me that if the muslim community desires to conduct such parallel 
food premises inspection audits it should be done at their own expense rather 
than at the cost of the producer and the general Australian community. 

There are websites and apps currently available to muslims to check if an item 
is halal without every producer of food in Australia being required to submit to 
halal certification. They would also be aware that many foods are naturally 
halal such as dairy foods and sea food. Items that are marked as suitable for 
vegans and vegetarians are also halal.

By not discriminating between goods intended to be consumed by the 
domestic muslim community and everyone else it appears that the cost of 
halal certification is consciously being expected to be borne by the Australian 
community at large. It seems a nonsense that the to claim that the cost is not 



being passed on to the consumer as ultimately this has to happen if the 
producer were to continue to derive a profit. It might be that individually the 
costs are insignificant but I personally object to be expected to directly fund 
religious beliefs that I do not share.

I also note that in reading the halal certification rules of the Islamic Council of 
WA it appears that the impost of halal certification in the meat industry is in 
the form of a tithe per beast slaughtered whether or not the meat is destined 
for the muslim market. If people were to draw the conclusion that they were 
paying a fee to muslims for the privilege of eating meat such a tithing fee 
might be a some sound basis for thinking so. Halal slaughtermen are expected 
to report the numbers of animals slaughter or packages of meat produced on a 
weekly basis to the council. The councils also operate closed shop 
arrangements for people to be employed in the industry with no rights of 
review or appeal if registration is revoked.

It is simply unreasonable to advise those that object to purchasing halal meat 
to purchase meat from alternative sources when most of the large grocery 
chains source their meat from the big abattoirs that are now all set up for halal 
slaughter.

The fees and charges of the halal certifiers are not provided on their various 
websites, this lack of transparency is also of concern especially when reading 
between the lines about the fees charged in the meat processing industry. 

I note that other third party certification schemes are generally much easier to 
avoid, especially as they simply do not extend to the broad range of foods 
consumed by Australians and also that there is no evidence that items are 
certified without being labelled as is the case with much of the halal 
certification industry.

In conclusion I believe that the halal certification program is driven not so 
much by religious requirements but as a profit making enterprise and an 
unreasonable demand that seeks to set muslim community requirements for 
food hygiene as separate and superior to those of the rest of the Australian 
community. 
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THIRD	PARTY	CERTIFICATION	OF	FOOD	
 
 
I understand that the statement below has been issued by Dick Smith Foods, a fine Australian company. I would 
like to endorse the statement by Dick Smith Foods and hope the Committee will note the comment that Halal 
certification does not improve food quality, it merely increases the cost. 
 
I understand that in the last Census, only 2.2% of Australians declared that they were Muslim, yet the entire 
population is paying what is effectively a bribe to Muslim organisations through the actions of giant foreign-owned 
food corporations like Cadburys, Kraft, Nestle, etc. I strongly object to this unwarranted impost. 
 
We elect governments who appoint food authorities to act in our interest in monitoring the quality and safety of 
the food we consume. There is no place in the food chain for third parties unilaterally to insert themselves, 
particularly those that are affiliated with religious groups of any kind. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
David Jones 
 
 
A MESSAGE FROM DICK SMITH FOODS. 
 
"We at Dick Smith's have received a number of letters from people asking if we will be putting the Muslim  
Halal logo on our food. 
 
To acquire Halal certification, payment is required to the endorsing body (the Islamic Council) and involves a  
number of site inspections of both our growers and processors in order to ensure that our practices comply  
with the conditions of Halal certification. 
 
It is important to note that this does not reflect the quality of the food being processed or sold – it only  
means that the products are approved as being prepared in accordance with the traditions of the Muslim  
Faith. 
 
We are aware of an increasing number of large companies both in Australia and overseas, such as Kraft and  
Cadbury, who have obtained accreditation to use the Halal logo. We don’t believe they have done this because 
of any religious commitment but rather for purely commercial reasons. Perhaps these large organisations  
can afford to do this. 
 
While we have a choice however, we would prefer to avoid unnecessarily increasing the cost of our products  
in order to pay for Halal accreditation when this money would be better spent continuing to support important  
charitable causes where assistance is greatly needed. 
 
We point out that we have never been asked to put a Christian symbol (or any other religious symbol) on our  
food requiring that we send money to a Christian organisation for the right to do so.” 
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Ziggy Moroz 

 

25th of May 2015 

Senate Standing Committees on Economics 

PO Box 6100 

Parliament House 

Canberra ACT 2600 

Phone: +61 2 6277 3540 

Fax: +61 2 6277 5719 

Email: economics.sen@aph.gov.au 

I hope Senate inquiry will be impartial despite the two parties voted bluntly against it but now taking a major 

part in work of the commission deciding on final outcome. Food safety and proper food labelling should be a 

priority for any politician and Australian citizen.  

Article 18 of the ICCPR states: 

Everyone shall have the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion. This right shall include 

freedom to have or to adopt a religion or belief of his choice, and freedom, either individually or in 

community with others and in public or private, to manifest his religion or belief in worship, observance, 

practice and teaching. 

No one shall be subject to coercion which would impair his freedom to have or to adopt a religion or belief 

of his choice. 

Freedom to manifest one's religion or beliefs may be subject only to such limitations as are prescribed by law 

and are necessary to protect public safety, order, health or morals or the fundamental rights and freedoms 

of others. 

The States Parties to the present Covenant undertake to have respect for the liberty of parents and, when 

applicable, legal guardians to ensure the religious and moral education of their children in conformity with 

their own convictions. 

Above should be a base for your enquiry….. But if you are not familiar with it you will find more information 

on: 

https://www.humanrights.gov.au/freedom-thought-conscience-and-religion-or-belief 

I am sure you are aware of it anyway. If not, please go to above webpage and read all the information 

available for you. 

Here are my points to be investigated and I expect the answers from my elected representatives: 

mailto:economics.sen@aph.gov.au
https://www.humanrights.gov.au/freedom-thought-conscience-and-religion-or-belief


 

1 Halal certification has been imposed on the Australian consumers without any consultation. It is insult to 

the people with different to Islam beliefs.  

 

2. Halal certification giving employment to people based on religion not qualification which is racial as it is 

discriminating people from different religious backgrounds despite qualification they might have. Are you 

going to introduce a halal TAFE courses where everybody can learn a new skills and apply for this halal 

overseeing job? 

“We are all halal inspectors – Nurul Ismawi” 

 

3. Halal food is mostly unmarked (check any supermarket meat section) or it’s marked with little logos which 

are not clear and written in foreign language denying consumers right to choose the product. Clear Halal sign 

or logo should be displayed on every halal product without any exception. Halal certification should be also 

included in the product bar code. 

 

4. If Australian can eat halal food without any moral consequences, on the same token Muslim people can 

eat pork and any other none halal food. How 98% of population, suddenly need to comply with 2% minority? 

If 2% of the population want halal they can pay companies to make it for them on the user pay basis. What 

are the figures of MacDonald burgers export to the Middle East since some outlets become halal certified? 

 

5. Halal slaughtering is unethical and barbaric. 

 

6. Halal is a compounding tax and is applied progressively to product from the time is born, transport, 

logistics etc. Products which are naturally halal like milk are certified again.  

 

7. Halal certifiers mostly registered as a charity or religious organisations so they are not paying any tax and 

just leaching money out of the system without contributing anything at all. 

 

8. Halal banking with no interest or stamp duties will shift this burden on other Australian people. 

 

9. Profit distribution. Please investigate the Zakat part of Islamic tax, as possible; Australians are paying 

unwillingly for the bullets which are killing Australian soldiers in Afghanistan, Iraq and other Middle East 

countries where Australian troops are deployed. 

 

10. Halal tax is nothing else but religious GST introduced through the back door in Australia as halal 

certification has nothing to do with science but everything to do with religion. What is wrong with our 

scientific ISO quality certification? 

 

 

11. You can brand people as islamophobs but if you come to the conclusion that nothing is wrong with halal 

certification, please make compulsory to put a halal “universal” logo on every halal product, including meat 

on supermarket shelves.  Next to halal logo, please make compulsory for certified product to have a 

Christian’s logo (sample attached and would mean permissible to eat for Christians). This will prove real 

intention and tolerance of Muslims towards people whose country, resources and social welfare they are 

sharing. 

Till a few years back, there were no halal certification at all and Muslim people survived without it as they 

are allowed to eat anything, including pork, when nothing else is available. 

This is the fraud and if companies don’t want to make a non halal product for domestic market they can 

concentrate on the halal food export. We want science not the religion to decide what we are going to it. 



 

 

 
 

 
 

GM food. We heard a horror stories on the Monsanto GM food. Please make sure this GM food is clearly 

marked as it should be. 

I am not really worrying about Kosher food as they are not really pushing it through my throat and not asking 

for donations either. 

 

  

Sincerely yours 

 

 

Ziggy Moroz 
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From: Paul Myers  
Sent: Monday, 25 May 2015 3:53 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: "Third party certification of food" submission

My idea would be to regulate and rationalise the (religious dietary) Certification industry. 
 Currently there isn't just one Halal or Kosher Certifier -  there are many.  As such, I would
 suggest rationalising this by setting up a section under the appropriate Department or
 Agency to regulate certifiers and perhaps to implement a cap on the fee that can be
 charged either by legislation or regulation.  The books of certifying organisations should,
 if not be made totally public & transparent, must at least be made available on a regular
 basis (say quarterly) for proper inspection by either an independent Government agency or
 a Government (Senate, House or Joint) Committee.  Where possible and in time, perhaps
 all the certifiers for a given "group" (ie Halal, Kosher, etc) should be required to
 amalgamate into a  single certifier for each with a single Halal, Kosher, etc, symbol that
 can be printed on a food product to signify that the product meets the requirements of that
 religion's "dietary laws".  However, organisation might also be encouraged to advise their
 "followers" via a website rather than via a symbol on a label which some in the
 community might not appreciate.

Based on my own personal experience (where ever possible, my mum will not purchase
 anything that has a Halal label on it unless it also has a Kosher label on it or it is an
 essential item with no available alternative), perhaps these organisations should be
 required to put this information on ready accessible webpages (as above) as I have heard it
 mentioned that as much as 90% of the products on supermarket shelves are Halal certified
 but some companies don't want to publicise this other than through the approved Halal,
 etc, websites.

Thank you.

Paul Myers

"The only thing we have to fear is fear itself" 
- Franklin D. Roosevelt's First Inaugural Address, 04 March 1933
FEAR - "False Evidence Appearing Real" 
See my favourite quotes by clicking here

This email has been checked for viruses by Avast antivirus software. 
www.avast.com
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mailto:prmyers@acslink.net.au
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http://pmyers.pcug.org.au/General/EmailQuotes.htm
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From:  
Sent: Monday, 25 May 2015 4:07 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: HALAL TAX

Dear Senators , 

I understand there is an Inquiry to be done on HALAL Certification . As I see it , it's
 becoming more evident that Companies are being forced into paying this Tax ,Extortion
 Tax .  . This is money that leaves Australia free from paying Income Tax to the Government
 , yet the Government allows this to occur . We are talking $$$Millions and $$$ Millions
 going overseas .  The HALAL Extortion business fetches $3.2 TRILLION annually just to
 Saudi Arabia 

AS per World Halal Council   http://www.worldhalalcouncil.com/about-us
"The Dubai exhibits estimates halal market to be US$3.2. Trillion dollars annually;
 whereas, Malaysian experience also estimates on the Malaysia target to be between
 500 – 600 million of U.S. dollars annually.
This is because, in reality, halal certification did not stop only on food and non-food
 products, but it also includes services such as logistics, hotels, restaurants and many
 others. 

I would like to know why Australians have to consume  HALAL at all .?
 Since when do Companies like Sara Lea Cakes have to be HALAL .
Vegemite HALAL 
Canned fruit HALAL 
Bread HALAL 
Biscuits HALAL 
SOAP HALAL
Toothpaste HALAL
Meat , HALAL .....Abattoirs has to employ now Muslims to treat and pray over meat .  A
 non Christian  is not permitted to work in Abattoirs 

ETC ETC . The list is endless 

It seems like nearly everything and every Company are being forced to pay this tax . I want
 to know why the Government sits on it backsides and allows this to be forced on the
 Australian People . ?

What did Muslims do before the HALAL Extortion Tax forced  on Companies  and the

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au
mailto:Natasha.Rusjakovski@aph.gov.au
http://www.worldhalalcouncil.com/about-us


 Australian way of life ? 

WHERE DOES this "Extortion" money go and to whom and WHY isn't this money being
 taxed by the Australian Government ? I want to see a full investigation and I want to see
 this RORT stopped . 

Thank You 
This is my Submission to the Senate Inquiry 

M.Heath 

...................................................................................................................................
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From: Sandra Ferguson  
Sent: Monday, 25 May 2015 8:12 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal Food Certification

Halal Food Certification

I have become aware that a lot of our food is becoming Halal Certified.  I understand that
 the muslim community require their meat to be processed in a particular way the same as
 for the jewish community.  There are special butcher shops for this.   I do not however
 understand why chocolate, milk and other non meat products need this.  One theory is
 that it would guarantee that the food industry would have to employ people of muslim
 faith to make sure that the food is halal, thus ensuring jobs for that community.  What
 about everyone else?

As the articles I have read confirm there is much confusion as to why this certification is at
 all necessary. I understand that the koran does not require this.   The public have a right to
 know where the product they are buying is from and if it is organic or GM but why the
 need to have something okayed because of religious beliefs?

This is not be an issue of being “anti-islamic”.  This is an issue about “what is happening to
 our country that we have to be making such changes to our everyday needs for one
 group”.

Thank you
Sandra

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
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mailto:Natasha.Rusjakovski@aph.gov.au
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From:
Sent: Tuesday, 26 May 2015 3:30 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal Identification for Religious minorities in secular places of purchase.

Dear members

Thanks for your consideration.

I would like to draw your attention to an unfortunate side effect of the mass adoption of
 Halal Slaughtering practices at bulk slaughterhouses which supply many large secular
 retail locations where people of all faiths shop including my wife who is of the Sikh
 Religion and chooses to occasionally eat meat.
My understanding is that Hindus and Sikhs are strictly forbidden from eating KUTHA
 meats(meats slaughtered in the Muslim way) It is more than a serious sin to do so,
 however many Hindus, Sikhs and Buddhists are unaware they are eating KUTHA meats
 when purchasing without giving it a second thought from SECULAR locations.
This is no different than somebody expecting a Halal or Kosher product being served or
 sold a Haram product.
I have tried to draw attention to this fact to various chains and they ignore the issue or send
 a generic response. 
I now cannot shop in secular locations with confidence however providing a "traditionally
 slaughtered meat section" or a "non ritual slaughter section" in SECULAR locations
 would be a big relief.
Surely this is possible in a multicultural society, It appears in the rush to appease and
 support one section, 3 or 4 other sections of the community have been trodden upon, 
Thanks for your consideration
Name and address withheld.
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From: RHONDA BLOGG  
Sent: Wednesday, 27 May 2015 7:26 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Have your say to labeling & Halal

Yes we should know products are Halal etc, we as Aussies should have the same rights .
 After all it is our country, if they want to live here that's fine but stop trying to change
 Australia . We have given enough now it's time to say no more. The government are the
 blame for a lot of what has gone on regarding many issues. Every one is Afraid they may
 offend some one, well I am offended that all these changes are taking place just to suit
 others when no one has considered our feelings on these issues and we can't do any thing
 about it please pass this on if you dare. 
What next Aussies won't be aloud to eat pork, bacon, a few years ago where I work we
 sometimes have Christmas lunch catered for but the Muslims said no pork , so we all took
 a stand and we got are pork as usual .
The reason we were all upset is because we always had pork and it was always done
 properly using different food tongs for each meat and different plates for the meats as
 well , nothing was cross contaminated .
Labeling the correct way is the right thing to do for everyone the company must take
 reasonable steps in declaring Halal, spices glutens etc. And shame on CADBURY
 CHOCOLATES for going halal, a lot of Aussie are very upset buy this and are refusing to buy
 them.
I don't care what other people  think of me i have better things to do than worry about
 offending someone, it is quiet clear that the muslims are running Australia SHAME SHAME
 SHAME.
 STAND UP FOR US AUSSIES MAKE IT CLEAR NO MORE CHANGES TO SUIT THE MUSLIMS
 OTHER NATIONALITIES COME LIVE HERE AND NO COMPLAINTS SO WHY MAKE
 EXCEPTIONS FOR JUST THE MUSLIMS.

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=DERMODYK
mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au
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Submission:   Food Certification Scheme. 

According to government statistics less than 8% of Australia's exports are to Muslim dominant countries and 

therefore believe that a more pragmatic approach would be to insist adequate and explanatory labelling allowing 

the democratic process of choice to be available to people of ALL denominations both within Australia and overseas. 

 Given that a reported 90+-% of Australian chicken meat and approximately 60+-% of red meat is NOT exported and 

consumed by the 97.8% non-Muslim Australians we are concerned that the halal and kosher certification rorts do 

not truly represent a commercially significant proportion of Australian and world-wide consumers and therefore 

does not warrant the explicit backing of our government. 

 If you think halal certification is not a rort or intrusive how do you explain the certification of Christian Easter eggs 

and hot cross buns? 

 A). There is no doubt whatsoever that the ritual slaughtering as practiced in most Australian abattoirs for both Halal 

and Kosher certifications where un-stunned or temporary stunning occurs is barbaric cruel and violent to the 

extreme with no regard whatsoever to the health and well-being of animals. 

I believe that this method of slaughter is in contravention of the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act 1979. 

 Noting that the RSPCA has unsuccessfully drawn the government's attention to this cruelty. 

 B). We are incensed with the knowledge that meat rejected by the Muslim slaughter-men as "unfit for Muslim 

consumption" and therefore haram is sold to wholesalers and retailers as "non-halal" despite having been ritually 

slaughtered with those inhumane techniques. 

 Therefore if we purchase non-halal meats there remains the strong chance that the meat has still been devoted to a 

"God" which we do not worship and may in any case be unfit also for non-Muslim consumption. 

 You will be aware that such meat is wholesaled and retailed anyway even if a cancer or other health issue is 

discovered and we (the non-Muslims) are buying this meat unaware that it is been rejected for health or other 

reasons. 

 C). We are disgusted by the fact that a few years ago exports of live animals to Indonesia were ceased on the 

grounds of extreme animal abuse while such abuse continues here in Australia seemingly with the approval of our 

past and present governments. 

 D). We are thrilled that Senator Cory Bernadi, Mr. George Christensen (MP for Dawson) and several other MPs 

around Australia have agreed to present to parliament a request for a Parliamentary investigation into the halal rort. 

 E). We are extremely agitated that the plethora of evidence suggesting that a part (up to 1/8th) of Australia's halal 

fees is destined to add financial support to jihadist activities and/or terrorist organisations both in Australia and 

overseas. To those who may argue that this information is false one needs to educate oneself on the the sources and 

purposes of zakat. 

 F). The  member for McPherson suggested that a "self-regulatory approach to consumer values" was more 

pragmatic than a regulatory approach. 

 We would agree with this statement if not for the clear and obvious fact that retail outlets are being threatened 

and/or coerced by the halal certification companies if they do not also obtain certification. 



 If you require examples and proof of these stand-over tactics and the inability of individual retailers to self-regulate 

such information is regularly quoted on the Internet and can be provided. 

 G). We  acknowledge the rights of businesses to make a commercial decision to purchase halal certifications. Your 

government however denies US the right to make a commercial decision not to purchase non-halal toothpaste, 

 sanitary  pads, chicken meat, milk and other such products. 

 H). Our Freedom of Conscience under International Human Rights legislation is violated by our being forced or 

unwittingly participating in the religious rites of one or two religions to which we do not belong. 

 To the contrary the Islamic community has been provided with that Freedom which is discriminatory against the 

Jews Sikhs Christians and those of other or no faiths which represents 97.8% of our population. 

 I). The refusal by many manufacturers to properly label and the lack of compulsory labeling is contrary to the 

Competition and Consumer Act 2010 which contains prohibitions against deceiving and misleading 

advertising/packaging. 

 J). Our Prime Minister gave a condescending response to our group explaining that Australia was a "secular 

country". It seems that giving religious preferences to only 2.2% of our population does not counter the definition of 

secularism. 

 97.8%+- of our population do not worship Allah. 

 It is against my religious beliefs to buy products dedicated to a God that I do not worship and yet our government 

makes no attempt to protect our religious rights by demanding labelling which would allow us to choose. 

Sincerely 

Susan Henderson  
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Submission to the Senate Inquiry into Food Certification 

Firstly thankyou for finally looking into this for the Australian public, so many people are 

unaware of what they are paying for when purchasing goods. 

I understand some religious fractions may need their food assessed as to meet their 

religious requirements but surely one or two groups should not be allowed to monopolise 

the market so the rest of us have no choice. I believe the some of the money earned by 

certification is donated to the particular religions in regards to building of churches schools 

that teach that religions core values, this only benefits that religion not the whole 

community this is wrong and biased.  

As Australians we need a choice when I go to coles 95% of the cheese is halal certified, 

cream is 100% certified even if I go to hospital certain medial item are only certified this is 

wrong where is our choice.  

These food companies frequently don’t label their goods IE: Cadbury, the only way you find 

out they are halal certified is go to their website which is hard when you are out shopping. 

Meat and chicken is a prime example no clear labelling even though most of coles meat 

comes in boxes marked halal certified then it’s taken out of the box and no one knows. 

Surely there must be some sort of regulation in regards to labelling that companies follow or 

should be introduced so we the public can make an informed choice and not be conned into 

buying a product that does not meet our expectations.  

I don’t expect much will change but I don’t support any religion in any form and don’t see 

why I should be force to look harder and harder for product when religions have to ability to 

eat food under the haram law which is if nothing else is available it is ok to eat. 

Yours truly Dave Wilson family of 3 
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Submission to the Third party certification 
of food Enquiry 
Halal means what is permissible under Sharia which is Islamic law. It does not just apply to foods and 

beverages but every aspect of life. If something is halal it is part of Islam. Making things, foods, 

actions etc halal means they become part of Islam. 

Halal is the process by which Islam replaces the social, economic, political and legal structure of a 

host society. 

Other ways Islam subsumes the host society are through the building of Mosques and visible 

symbols such as the burqa.  

There are over 370 mosques in Australia which, per capita, is more than six times the number of 

Buddhist and Hindu temples. It is much more than the conventional (sic) religions such as 

Catholicism and Anglicanism. The Prime Minister of Turkey, Recep Tayyip Erdogan stated: “A mosque 

is our barracks, the domes our helmets, minarets our bayonets and the faithful are our soldiers." 

In 2010 France banned the burqa based on a Parliamentary Commission to Study the Wearing of the 

Full Veil in France. This Commission had found the burqa was an infringement of the principle of 

freedom, a symbol of subservience and a negation of the principle of equality. 

In 2014 the European Court of Human Rights (ECHR) upheld France’s banning of the burqa. In 

addition to the principles found by France the ECHR also found the burqa was an an affront to the 

country's tenets of secularism and a security risk, preventing the accurate identification of 

individuals. 

Other European nations have followed or plan to follow France’s lead in banning the burqa but a 

limited ban in Queensland has failed. 

The building of Mosques and the wearing of the burqa as well as food certification are part of the 

halal process. 

Section 116 of the Australian Constitution says: 

The Commonwealth shall not make any law for establishing any religion, or for imposing any 
religious observance, or for prohibiting the free exercise of any religion, and no religious test shall be 
required as a qualification for any office or public trust under the Commonwealth. 

Section 116 has four limbs. The first three limbs prohibit the Commonwealth from making certain 
laws: laws "for establishing any religion"; laws "for imposing any religious observance"; and laws "for 
prohibiting the free exercise of any religion". The fourth limb proscribes the imposition of religious 
tests to qualify for any Commonwealth office or public trust.  

The first limb is of relevance to halal. In Attorney-General (Vic); Ex Rel Black v Commonwealth 
("DOGS case") [1981] HCA 2; (1981) 146 CLR 559 (2 February 1981) the High Court found that 
Section 116 did not encompass laws that benefit religions generally; it only proscribed laws that 
established a particular religion.  

http://www.loc.gov/law/help/france-veil.php#t8
http://www.loc.gov/law/help/france-veil.php#t8
http://hudoc.echr.coe.int/sites/eng/pages/search.aspx?i=001-145466#{"itemid":["001-145466"]}
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2688602/Spain-s-Catalonia-region-push-ahead-burka-ban-following-EU-ruling-French-restrictions-legal.html
http://www.brisbanetimes.com.au/queensland/queensland-mps-burqa-bill-voted-down-20140521-zrkh6
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/cases/cth/HCA/1981/2.html
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/cases/cth/HCA/1981/2.html


Islam is a particular religion. Halal certification is the process by which Islam establishes itself. In 
Quick and Garran (1995) [1901]. The Annotated Constitution of the Australian Commonwealth. 
Sydney: Legal Books. ISBN 1-86316-071-X establishment means "the erection and recognition of a 
State Church, or the concession of special favours, titles, and advantages to one church which are 
denied to others." (page 951) 

Allowing halal to continue could be construed as conceding special favours, titles and advantages to 
Islam. 

It would seem that there are 2 possible legal principles affronted by halal. The first is described by 
the French banning of the burqa. The second is described by S.116.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/1-86316-071-X
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Senate Standing Committees on Economics
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600

I respectfully make this submission to the Senate Standing Committee on Economics enquiry 
into food certification schemes in Australia. My focus will be on the Halal certification of 
foods, goods and services in Australia, although I will at times discuss other food certification 
schemes.

A. the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia 
including, but not limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, 
halal and genetically-modified food and general food safety 
certification schemes;

Halal Certification.

In 1983 legislation was enacted in the Export Control (Meat and Meat Products) Orders 2005, 
for the export of halal slaughtered meat in accordance with Islamic Sharia law practices. The 
term halal meaning permissible and the slaughter of meat according to Islamic custom was to 
slit the throat of a live animal by a Sharia law compliant Muslim whislt facing Mecca.  

Since then there has been a progressive drift  from just the Islamic ritual slaughter of beef for 
export markets to the current situation where almost all of the beef, lamb, chicken sold in 
Coles, Woolworths and IGA supermarkets is halal slaughtered, although not sold as such and 
halal certification of most essential groceries on our supermarket shelves. 

There is a higher cost associated with a halal certified slaughter house and meat works due to 
certification of the premises, employment of Sharia compliant Muslim slaughtermen and 
meat workers, time off for 5 times a day prayers etc. 

An important question to be asked is why is the Australian domestic meat now halal 
slaughtered and not sold accordingly in Australia’s major supermarkets? The boxes sent to 
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the supermarkets state “Halal” and “Not sold as halal? This is a matter for this committee to 
determine.

The Islamic word halal means “permissible” and the word “haram” means forbidden. The 
only foods haram under Islamic law are pork products and alcohol. Up until the 1980’s 
Muslims had no problems with any foods in western countries and avoided alcohol, pork, 
ham & bacon accordingly. 

Since then, Islamic councils in Saudi Arabia, Indonesia, Malaysia and now Australia have 
effectively turned this definition on its head and deemed all food haram, unless it is halal 
certified. This now requires the food producer to obtain a halal certificate from an Islamic 
halal certification company. 

There are approximately 33 halal certification companies in Australia, most of which are 
authorities for the issuing of halal certification of food for export to Islamic countries such as 
Saudi Arabia, Indonesia and Malaysia. 

Whilst some of these organisations certify export meat, a far more entrepreneurial exercise 
has taken place without the knowledge of the Australian government or people, until know. 

As previously mentioned, the Islamic councils altered the definition of permissible food to 
that which was halal certified instead of natural halal and place Australia non-meat exporters 
in a dilemma. The choice being to either not export there product to these countries or obtain 
a halal certification for their product which enabled them to export the product. What does 
the certification mean? 

From a manufacturers point of view, when dealing with contracts that may be worth millions 
of dollars, certification is purely a part of doing business. From the Halal certification 
companies perspective, this is easy money. By tightening the thumbscrews, halal certifiers in 
conjunction with Islamic councils have turned this into a very lucrative money making 
scheme. 

For example a loaf of bread which was once naturally halal is not so unless the flour is 
certified halal, the salt is certified halal, the yeast is certified halal, the milk is certified halal, 
the butter or margarine is certified halal and last of all the manufacturing premises is certified 
halal. Lucrative to say the least given the millions of loaves of halal certified bread produced 
each week in Australia and for sale on our supermarket shelves (albeit not displaying a halal 
symbol). 

Halal certification companies have devised a business model where the entire supply chain 
from farm through production to retail sale and transport can be certified. 

For a retail premises to be certified halal is must not use or sell alcohol or pork products, the 
food it sells must be halal certified etc. For the local kebab shop or halal butcher this is not a 
problem. 

The issue arise when we come to mainstream supermarkets that cater for the 98% of the 
Australian population who are not Muslims. Approximately 70% of all goods sold in Coles, 
Woolworths & IGA supermarkets are now halal certified whether they carry a halal symbol 
or not.
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Almost all bread, milk, butter, cheese, yoghurt and margarine are halal certified. All of these 
products are naturally halal, but are now certified. Many Coles and Woolworths home 
branded products are also halal certified. Kellogs cereals and other products are halal 
certified. Sanitarium Wheat-Bix are also halal certified, even though Sanitarium is own by 
the Seventh-day Adventist Church. This is an obvious religious conflict, but apparently 
money rules.  

All Cadbury’s chocolates are halal certified (including Christmas and Easter product ranges 
even though Muslims do not celebrate either of these Christian events). Cadbury’s do not 
place a symbol on the packaging but have a webpage listing these and their other 
confectionary brands that are halal certified. All Nestle products including chocolates 
including chocolates, coffee’s and condensed Milks are halal certified. Carnation condensed 
milk displays the halal symbol, whilst coffee and chocolates do not to my knowledge. All 
Mars confectionary are halal certified with most not displaying the halal symbol. An 
exception is Mars pods which do carry the symbol (albeit quiet small). 

Last but not forgotten is the Kraft owned Vegemite which is halal certified. I doubt that any 
Muslim would buy Vegemite as it is very much an acquired taste.  Cadbury’s, Mars, Nestle, 
Nescafe, Kellogs all have their halal certification information listed on their respective 
websites. These are just some examples, but what I have listed amount to many of the staples 
that fill a typical Australian supermarket shopping trolley. 

Most meat pies sold in supermarkets and convenience stores are halal certified. 7Eleven 
recently introduced a “100% Aussie Beef” pie with the word “Halal” in large print featured 
prominently. I find this a complete contradiction of values and cultures. However, I am led to 
believe that the owner of 7Eleven is a Muslim himself, this does not come as a surprise. 
Krispy Kreme doughnuts which are sold through 7Eleven stores are also halal certified and 
once again owned by a Muslim.   

Fast food business including. McDonalds, KFC, Hungry Jacks, Red Rooster, Subway, 
Domino’s all use halal certified chicken and cheese, even though the majority of stores are 
not halal certified. McDonalds and KFC having the majority of their foods certified, but not 
sold as such. McDonalds in a halal certified store sells even halal certified bottled water. Yes, 
the bottled water contains no traces of pork or alcohol. If this is not a scam, what is?

A number of Australian hospitals have also gone Halal in their food services to accommodate 
Muslims. However, in doing so they are discriminating against the 98% of the Australian 
population who are not Muslims. I personally enjoy a sandwich with my meal on when in 
hospital. 

Because Islam bans the use of what is the financial lending with interest in Australia, 
Muslims have been pushing for Sharia finance in Australia. Whilst Muslims have had their 
own bank, the MCCA, recently the National Australia bank and Westpac bank have begun 
offering Sharia financing. The long tentacles of halal certification have not bound with halal 
certified real estate, non-food businesses. Halal certification companies have no ethical or 
moral boundaries along with the companies they certify.

Halal food certification in Australia is part of a strategy to spread halal certified foods 
throughout the world. This is at the behest of Saudi Arabia who is seeking to establish a fund 
to promote Islamic in countries who are signatories, including Australia.
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 “Dr Turki had brought the figures, including embattled Australian Federation of Islamic Councils 
president Hafez Kassem and “Mr Saudi” in Australia, Shafiq Khan, to Mecca to conquer and divide 
the multi-million-dollar halal certification market.” (Source: http://www.theaustralian.com.au/in-
depth/community-under-siege/halal-certification-charter-signed-in-secret-in-mecca/story-
fnubfp6c-1227367563146) 

When reading this article, the agreement is not about Halal certification to make foods clearly 
identifiable to Muslims, but an outright money making scheme perpetrated on businesses that 
seek to trade with Islamic countries. When there is an international pool of funds available for 
division amongst member signatories for the establishment of new mosques and the 
expansion of Islam, Australia has a serious problem with its sovereignty and maintaining its 
secular society. 

Halal certification is little more than a monumental money making scheme instigated by 
Saudi Arabia on its trading partners with a view to not just the spread of halal certified food 
throughout the entire food chain, but also Sharia Law, as halal does not exist without Sharia 
Law.

To make matters worse, all the money paid to these Halal certification companies is deemed 
religious, not-for-profit and tax free. No GST is collected and no tax records are known by 
the ATO to truly assess this. 

B. current labelling requirements of food certification schemes;

From personal observation, Vegan, Heart Tick and Kosher products display the symbol on 
their products and are easily identifiable. In respect to Halal certified products of which there 
are some 31 halal certification companies with great variation on the  symbols and wording. 
Some contain the word “Halal” in the symbol, whilst others use the word halal in the name of 
their company. For others there is Arabic writing in part or with English wording or in total 
with no English wording.

The Halal symbols are what would colloquially terms a “dog breakfast” in Australia. This 
highlights the free for all being played out by halal certification companies in this country 
vying for their share of certifying every aspect of the Australian food supply chain from farm 
gate to processor, packaging, transport and retail premises. 

What I have discovered from my own experiental research, albeit preliminary in terms of a 
full research project, is that many products sold locally such as milk, yoghurt, cheese, bare 
halal certification symbols. Bread although halal certified in many cases, does not bare the 
halal certification symbol. 

Most Nestle and no Cadbury products do not bare any symbols. Why? The answer is because 
the export markets such as Saudi Arabia and Malaysia do not require them as they have seen 
the annual halal certificates. 
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Many halal symbols and kosher symbols appear small on packaging, ten millimetres or less 
and are easy to miss. In the case of Coon cheese, the halal symbol is on the back of the 
package, hidden under the folded seam. 

Inspecting a packet of M&M’s the halal symbol was approximately 7mm in diameter, in fine 
print and on the back of the bag. Had I been not specifically been looking for the symbol, I 
would not have noticed it. The symbol on the bag of Mars Pods was only faintly more 
legible. Obviously Mars also have something to hide from Australian consumers. 

C. the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay 
certification fees;

From anecdotal evidence, it would appear that there is no compulsion for a food 
manufacturer or business to display a food certification symbol. 

Kosher, Heart Tick, Vegan symbols appear on a limited number of products in the major 
supermarkets. The food manufacturers display the symbols as a marketing tool so that their 
niche consumers can identify the product.

The same cannot be said for Halal Certified products which vary considerably. For example 
Cadbury’s, Nestle chocolates do not display halal symbols. Of the many supermarket 
products that are certified such as milk, cheese, yoghurt, those that do have halal symbol, it 
will normally be small and on the back or side of the packaging 

Certification symbols should appear on the front of a product in a size no less than 25 mm 
and in legible print on a contrasting background.

D. whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian 
consumers to make informed purchasing decisions;

The one question that needs to be asked is why Australian consumers being flooded with 
religiously certified food for Muslims to eat when they are approximately 2% of the 
Australian population. 

I personally am of Spiritual beliefs and find this breadth of food certified to Islamic beliefs 
offensive. Consequently, I refuse to buy halal certified products at any and every opportunity. 
Instead I choose to purchase Australian made non-religiously certified food manufactured by 
companies such as Dick Smiths brands, Arnotts biscuits and Allens confectionary. I along 
with many Australians will now buy any imported non-halal certified product in preference to 
an Australian made halal certified product. Halal certification invalidates Australian made in 
the eyes of many Australians. How can an Australian made products for sale in Australia be 
religiously certified by Muslims when we are not a Muslim nation. What a contradiction!

Those Australians who are aware of the halal certification of our supermarket foods have 
mounted a significant boycott to halal certified brands. Cadburys for example are now laying 
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off 80 workers due to a downturn in Australian sales. I can only imagine that our local 
Islamic population did not buy big on halal certified chocolates over Christmas and Easter to 
offset those Australians who choose non-certified chocolate brands such as Lindt and Aldi 
brands.

I would believe that if the majority of Australians were aware of the extent of the halal 
certification of naturally halal food products and the fees paid to Islamic halal certifiers, there 
would be a massive backlash against our meat industry and major supermarket lines. 

E. details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or 
manufacturers, and the potential for these to impact on prices for 
consumers;

Kosher certification details and costs are available online.

Vegan certification is run by the UK vegan society. 

Heart Tick involves a royalty fee of not less than $2000 with information available online.

Halal fees are subject to non-disclosure clauses. However, information I was provided from a 
person claiming to work at an abattoir stated that a meatworks paid $27,000 per month based 
on a figure of fifty cents per head. This was in addition to the annual fee and the employment 
of Muslim slaughter men and meat workers who were paid at higher rates than non-Muslims. 
In addition these workers stopped five times a day for prayers, in their specially constructed 
prayer room. He also stated a number of these workers were on 457 visa’s which excludes 
non-Muslim meat workers from employment.

If this meat was destine solely to the export meat market in an Islamic country, this would not 
be an issue. However, some issues do arise. Firstly, a significant proportion of halal 
slaughtered meat is supplied to non-Islamic countries such as China, would this country have 
an issue with ritual slaughtered meat if it was disclosed as such? This could impact our export 
meat trade if truthfully disclosed.

Secondly, all Coles meat products, excluding pork, is halal slaughtered including beef, lamb 
and chicken. This is similar for IGA and a slightly lesser degree Woolworths as they sell an 
organic roast chicken that is not halal slaughtered. Since when did Australian consumers turn 
Muslim? They did not. And yet they are expected to pay extra for the certification and ritual 
slaughter of these animals.

If the Australian consumer was made aware they were buying beef, lamb or chicken that was 
ritually slaughtered with its throat cut while an Islamic prayer was being said, I suspect there 
would be serious questions asked of the supermarket employees and management. More so, 
there is an additional cost involved and the 98% of the Australian population who are non-
Muslims are paying an addition fee for this. Whilst it may only be a few cents per steak, lamb 
or chicken, multiplied millions of times, this adds up to be millions of dollars in halal 
certification fees per year on meat alone.

In the news recently has been the Fleurieu Milk and Yoghurt Company who to secure a 
$50,000 contract to supply yoghurt to the  Emirates airline were required to pay a $1,000 
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halal certification fee. This equates to 2% of the gross value of the contract and if this is an 
indicator of what a small business is charged on a product that is naturally halal, the mind 
boggles if similar fees are levied on small and medium businesses throughout Australia.  

The question then needs to be asked as to how much do businesses such as Cadbury’s, Mars, 
Nestle, Kellogs pay in annual certification fees and inspections? I suspect the combined fees 
would run into millions of dollars per annum.

F. the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export 
market access and returns to producers;

In 1983 the Islamic ritual slaughter of beef etc was enacted into Australian legislation for 
export purposes. This has been of benefit to Australian livestock producers and remains so.

However, any religiously certified meat should be limited for exported to Islamic countries as 
per the intention of the original legislation in 1983. 

Halal slaughtered meat should not be finding its way to non-Islamic countries, even if it is not 
packaged or sold as halal. 

There is a double dip within Islamic slaughter and certification in that if they do not say it is 
halal certified on the packaging, then who is to know? I am sure China, Japan, Korea & North 
America would be most upset to know that its beef shipments from Australia are likely to be 
halal ritually slaughtered. 

There has been a rush by many Australian meatworks to adopt halal slaughter and 
certification well in excess of both export demand from Islamic countries and any demand 
from Muslims in Australia. All other meat slaughtered outside specific demand should be 
slaughtered according to Australian standards which are less cruel and not religiously 
offensive to the majority of the Australian population.

G. the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about 
certifiers including, but not limited to, certification processes, fees and 
financial records; and any related matters.

In respect to aspect of the inquiry, there is less information available to the Australian public 
than there is about the inner workings of ASIO. 

What do we know about the certifiers? 

AFIC or the Australian Federation of Islamic Councils has a subsidiary company that 
provides halal certification services. AFIC of course are one of the signatories to the halal 
certification charter signed in Saudi Arabia. AFIC has had its bank accounts frozen over a 
number of financial irregularities and its state based affiliates. 
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It is the controlling body of six Islamic schools, of which several are in trouble with relevant 
government authorities. One last year was ordered to repay $9 million in government funding 
after it was discovered that the money have been transferred to AFIC over several years.

The leadership of AFIC are currently is disarray rocked drug an increasingly hard line 
approach in its Islamic schools, questionable accounting practices and drug arrests and has 
lost the trust of state Islamic councils and many Muslims in general. There are currently calls 
for this 60 year old Islamic peak organisation to end. 
(Source: http://m.theaustralian.com.au/in-depth/community-under-siege/peak-islamic-group-
missing-and-beyond-saving/story-fnubfp6c-1227368999404)

Parents of students at the Islamic College of South Australia are currently calling for the 
AFIC appointed school board to be sacked over the board taking the school in a hard line 
Islamic direction. (Source: http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-05-07/protest-outside-an-
islamic-school-in-south-australia/6453574)

Halal Australia lists on its website that it is affiliated at a national level with Muslim Aid 
Limited and Human Aid Appeal. Both agencies are believed to fund terrorist operations with 
the cover of humanitarian aid.  (Source:  http://www.halal-australia.com.au/recognition-and-
affiliation/)

The president of the WA Islamic Council Dr Rateb Jneid, 43, faces charges over a $8 million 
methamphetamine trafficking syndicate and firearms charges.       
(Source: http://www.watoday.com.au/wa-news/wa-police-crack-perth-methylamphetamine-
supply-chain-20140529-zrrg8.html)

Last but not least is Mohammad El-Mouehly who is the Chairman and sole employee of the 
Halal Certification Authority. Unlike other Halal certification companies he does not employ 
a food scientist to test products, but has openly stated on A Current Affair that halal 
certification has made him a millionaire and keeps his wife in shoes. He is currently suing the 
QSociety and Ms Kirralie Smith of halal choices for defamation in the State Supreme Court 
of NSW. El-Mouehly has no affiliation with AFIC or international Islamic councils. He is a 
lone wolf in the halal certification industry and his certificates are questionable at best. And 
yet he managed to issue halal certificates to the McDonalds store in Lidcome NSW and 
Hungry Jacks in Roxburgh Victoria. He even managed to certify the water halal at the 
McDonalds store. His company also issued a certificate to Goodman Fielder halal certifying 
their products including Crisco oils, Eta branded products, Meadow Lea spreads. Given that 
he is the sole employee and does not employ a food scientist for testing, is this man a scam 
and his certificate not worth the paper it is printed on? Maybe he merely highlights that the 
halal certification business of naturally halal products is a scam on the Australian public?  

What information that is available, is that halal certified premises must pay an annual fee and 
the cost of inspection. There is no standard schedule of fees, nothing is published and 
effectively all details are kept secret by way of non-disclosure agreements.

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-05-07/protest-outside-an-islamic-school-in-south-australia/6453574
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-05-07/protest-outside-an-islamic-school-in-south-australia/6453574
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I wish the committee good luck in obtaining the financial records of these Islamic 
certification companies given the material I have listed above. 

In closing

In the 1980’s there was a report that warned the government of the time of this very situation 
where halal certification would get out of hand and was ignored. This is the “I told you so” 
moment for the author.

The massive extent of the halal certification scheme begs the question is the religious 
certification of foods specifically for Muslims or is this something else? I believe it is for a 
far greater reason. 

There is a worldwide Islamic aggression taking place for Muslims to exert more and more 
Islamic dominance over non-Muslim countries such as the UK, France, Germany etc. 
Expanding halal certification, is not just a money making scheme, but is a means to making 
non-Islamic countries Sharia Law compliant. 

“The Grand Mufti of Bosnia Herzegovina declared at a world halal conference in Karachi in 2010 that 
the halal industry was all about dominating the world economy .“  
(Source: http://australianchristians.com.au/is-promoting-halal-really-promoting-tolerance-vickie-
janson/) 

Halal does not exist except under Sharia law. The current halal certification of foods that 
were naturally halal or permissible was everything except pork or alcohol. Australian food 
standards would require that naturally halal products were in fact free of any pork or alcohol.  
If a processed food contained pork or alcohol they would be included on the ingredients list. 
Now everything haram (forbidden) unless halal certified. Our international Islamic trading 
partners have held us to ransom by saying our businesses must pay a fee to sell them meat 
and non-meat product that are of the highest food standards and quality in the world. Some 
may call this the cost of doing business, other would call it a form of extortion. Personally, I 
believe the Calabrian Mafia would be in awe at this scheme. 

I contend that the Halal certification scheme is out of control and costing Australian 
consumers tens of millions of dollars in unnecessary certification fees every year. Our food is 
of the highest standards and quality and maintains that reputation. Over the past three decades 
this would be many hundreds of millions of dollars in unnecessary certification fees that have 
gone untaxed and a significant portion overseas to the Halal council in Saudi Arabia and halal 
certification authorities in Indonesia and Malaysia.

Halal certification schemes, either for ritual meat slaughter and non-meat halal certification 
are not driven by local consumers, but by Saudi Arabia government officials in cooperation 
with AFIC to place a premium on any food exported to them, in addition to spreading the 
Islamic influence throughout Australia. This is no conspiracy. This is fact. The current halal 

http://australianchristians.com.au/is-promoting-halal-really-promoting-tolerance-vickie-janson/
http://australianchristians.com.au/is-promoting-halal-really-promoting-tolerance-vickie-janson/
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certification of Australia’s food chain is extensive and unnecessary impost on Australian food 
producers, manufacturers and general public.

In the Koran, there is a term for the fee’s non-Muslims are paying for certification of our 
foods. It is called the Jizya or Islamic tax on non-Muslims. We in Australia, a secular nation 
are paying what is effectively a Jizya to halal certification companies for foods, including 
water that are naturally halal to Muslims in Islamic nations. Halal certification does not exist 
in Islamic nations; it only exists in non-Muslim nations seeking to export foods to Islamic 
nations.

The hypocrisy of the halal certification scheme is that if a Muslims are required to say 
prayers over their meals with the word bismillah. This blessing makes all food halal, even 
non-ritually slaughtered meats.

My request to the committee is to bring an end to the Halal certification scam being 
perpetrated on Australian food manufacturers and the Australian population. Not to take 
corrective action now will have dire consequences for the social fabric of our society. A 
religious population of less than 3% of the total Australian population should not be 
permitted to religiously certify our domestic food supply and export food product.

I believe there is an way of removing the control by Islamic officials overseas and locally on 
our food supply by making changes to Australian legislation. These are as follows:

Recommendations.  

 That an Australian Food Standard is created to meet the current halal certification on
products. I.e. “Free from alcohol or pork products or contamination”.

 This Standard can be tiered to apply to food manufacturing, transport and retail premises
selling such food products. (Shopkeepers, transport businesses can claim to be halal
compliant and subject to inspection by local councils etc.)

 A similar Standard could be introduced for Kosher certification so to not to show bias.
 In fairness to Vegans there should be an Australian food standard to ensure they are not

misled by food manufacturers.
 The Australian Government sets up a Food (Ritual Slaughter) Certification Authority within

the relevant government to take control of the oversight of ritual slaughter of livestock,
sheep & chickens for export and domestic consumption by Muslims and Jews. All other meat
and poultry slaughtered for domestic consumption is to be according to (non-ritual)
Australian Standards.

 An Australian Food Standard be introduced that ensures that meat ritually slaughtered meat
must be sold as ritually certified meat as applicable.  It is to be an offence to sell ritually
slaughtered meat unlabelled to persons of other faiths or beliefs.

 That all halal certification services conducted by the various Islamic councils and independent
certifiers be terminated under the new Australian Food Standards.

 The similar termination of any religious kosher certification authority if it exists.
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 Advisory boards of the relevant religious faith be established to be consulted with when
required by the Food (ritual slaughter) Certification Authority.

Whist there will be quite a bit of division amongst the community, mainly from a minority of 
Muslims, AFIC and other Islamic councils, this is expected. There will also be considerable 
posturing from Indonesia, Malaysia, Saudi Arabia etc., but then this is really calling their 
bluff. The European Union is also seeking to create a non-religious food certification scheme 
to the angst of Islamic groups in the EU and the Middle East.   

Australia is a sovereign national. We are secular nation and halal certification is changing this 
country to rule under an aspect of Sharia law. This was not unintentional.  This is how Islam 
works.

Australia needs to return to being secular and allowing all Australians the freedom to 
purchase foods that are not certified by a single minority religion in this country.

Thank you for considering this submission.
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In regard to Halal certification on food products I see no need for it all.
Most who follow Islam would have gone without such certification for decades or centuries  
knowing which foods were suitable for them or not. They should surely be able to continue 
in this way.
The fact that I know companies and business’ pay to certain parties to place the 
certification on food products seems, to me, to be counterintuitive.
Rather, one would suppose the Islam community would be the ones to pay for or fund 
companies and business’ to have the certification placed on their products if it is deemed 
necessary.
In short, the flow of money should be from Islamists to the producers and not the other 
way around.
This would stop any suspicion about the volume of money involved and where the funds 
go.
As far as discrimination goes, I feel as a Christian, that I am the one discriminated and 
offended by the practice of certifying food products for one particular religion. 
A religious reason is not a health concern. To my mind the only worth of certification on 
food products is to point to health benefits or dangers and for no other reason. 
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Submission to the Economics and References Committee – 

An inquiry into third party certification of food

To the Senate Committee,

CONCERN: Halal Certification;

Arabic definition of Halal: lawful ‘permissible’, definition of Haram: unlawful 
‘prohibited’.  In the Ancient Hebrew language definition of Halal: Lucifer; and

Certifications pertaining to foods are truthful in labelling.

BREIF: I have sincere concerns that I am been discriminated against as my own religious 
Christian belief discourages that I eat foods that have knowingly been offered up to 
an idol, in this case Allah, referring to the 1st of the ten commandments from The 
King James Version EXODUS Ch 20V2,3 – 2. I am the Lord your God, who brought 
you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. 3. You shall have no other 
gods before me;

There is concern regarding the monies from this scheme not been transparent to 
community scrutiny; and 

That there is truth in labelling that needs to be simplified and standardised.

CONTENT: Terms of Reference # in topics listed below: 
Ritual Slaughter # 1, 2, 3 & 4
Labelling # 2, 3 & 4
Monopoly # 4, 5 & 7
Ideology - Bible # 3 and Koran # 4
Freedom of Choice # 4
Disclosure # 5,6 & 7

CONTEXT:

 Ritual Slaughter – Animal Abuse – Reversible Stunning.  Morally I oppose this method of 
slaughter and believe it to be animal abuse which I believe goes against everything that 
Australia stands for, especially in matters of best practice.
Ritual Slaughter: meaning any formal action which is set apart from profane action and 
which expresses sacred and religious meaning, to the process of slaughtering meat. Ritual 
Slaughter requires that the animals throat to be sliced open without cutting the spine to 
bleed out until dead, as the slaughterer prays over the dying animal to a God of which I do 
not believe in, in fact to the God of the religion Islam which I also morally oppose. 
The Stunning national guidelines CSIRO published 2002 Section 2.6.2 states that stunning 
requires 1.5 amp volts for 2 seconds only to render the animal totally unconscious, 
depending on the animal, there can be and is confusion around stunning and to what 
technique of stun method is used.  It’s suggested that halal slaughter stunning uses less than 
1 amp volt which is not sufficient to completely stun the animal hence the animal remains 
conscious or regains consciousness.



Suggested Pre and Post Stunning techniques are questionable as to their effectiveness and it 
does not line up with the RSPCA views, which say the slaughter of conscious animals is 
completely unnecessary http://rspca.org.au/search/node/halal
The need for this certification for meat export is also questionable; the majority of our 
export market is to non-muslims countries that don’t require the certification. Why is 
Australia being held to believe that we need certification to the extent they claim, when we 
really don’t? In fact I believe it also discriminates, for example; it discriminates against sex 
and all religions other than Islam. As a female I could not be a halal slaughterer. In halal 
certified slaughterhouses only Muslim males can slaughter the animal. That is discrimination 
in the workplace.  These workplaces are not religious establishments which may allow 
discrimination.  How can the process of halal certification be allowed to continue when it 
indicatively goes against all our rights, privileges and responsibilities as well as our beliefs, 
values and freedoms?  I say no to animal abuse!  The process of this type of slaughter of 
animals is to cater for very few in this country and for an apparently the export market, this 
should be on a USER PAYS system so those who want it pay for it.  And also that the method 
of kill be made general public knowledge so consumers can be free to choose.
Halal certified meat is the biggest offenders of non-disclosure to the end buyer, the public 
and me.  As far as I understand from my research, 90% of chickens in Australia are halal 
slaughtered. These birds are not stunned as this is deemed not necessary for chickens. Again 
they only employ Muslim men to pray the ritual over the slaughter process; I find this 
discriminative and completely unnecessary.  According to Islam Muslims can pray over their 
food at home before eating to make it halal.  The 90% market is mostly taken up by two 
major chicken suppliers Ingham and Steggals, both of which are halal certified. Therefore all 
chickens cooked and sold by Woolworths, Coles and all other major chicken chains are using 
halal slaughtered birds. If an enquiry is made to the butchers or staff at shop level it has 
revealed that they don’t know this. The Halal logo for meat is not on the end consumer 
packaging.

 Labelling Laws should require companies to display details of certification/s on packaging if 
they are paying for any such certification. For example, the heart foundation tick, GMO free; 
surely it makes sense that you would want your target market to know in an instant what it 
is they are buying.  I have wondered why many companies spend the money to be halal 
certified yet do not advertised the fact?  Are they not proud of their business decisions?  
Why as a consumer must my only option to find out about the majority of products is to 
contact the company directly? If a call centre operator can get access to that information to 
answer correctly either way, then why can’t I have access to that information? 
Further to this we need more truth in labelling, a basic standard that can be trusted. For 
example: A recent Hep A cluster revealed that an advertised product marketed Australian 
Made and Owned actually had their FRESH produce come from another country. Tamar 
Valley yoghurt is advertised and labelled as Tasmanian made and owned when the truth is 
that only the dairy product comes from the Tamar region and the rest of the process 
happens in other countries and again with fresh fruit which is not Australian. It’s a slight 
truth to deceive me into thinking I am supporting a Tasmanian made and owned product.  
For all the marketing and business representation it’s hard to verify these days, by just using 
a product label, to truly identify what it is I am buying.  I am left still not convinced of what is 

http://rspca.org.au/search/node/halal


truly halal or not because even within a range of products, for instance Cadburys Chocolate, 
there are many items are halal certified while others are not. This is something I cannot 
possible remember while doing my shopping, so in turn I do not buy any Cadbury’s 
Chocolate and by this I am then not supporting my local Tasmanian community supporting 
jobs for people in general and including friends!

There are many different halal logos, why so? With 21 certifying bodies (excessive) in this 
country, it would make more sense and surely add value if the halal logo was nationally 
rationalised?  How do I know what logos are current and or are even genuine?  New 
legislation is required around truth in labelling.  A question for truth in labelling would be - 
What is the usefulness of the claim to the consumer to be able consolidate the information 
so it can be presented clearly and truthfully.

 Monopoly – Why has 80% of the market over a 15 – 20 year period been taken up by this 
certification process? Meat slaughter, fresh foods, dairy, container packaging, makeup and 
even water?  From the primary source all the way down the chain to me, the purchaser, 
monies are paid. That is a lot of money.  The Domestic market need for this certification 
process is less than 3% of our population.  For 3% there are 21 Islamic certifying bodies in a 
Country with a population of only 22 million http://www.halal-
zertifikat.de/englisch/worldwide/halal_certification_bodies.htm#Australien

I was very surprised when I recently received a letter back from Bega an Australian company 
notifying me that they have been paying for this certification for the past 20 years. Whatever 
their business rational behind that I was simply shocked by that claim and am left wanting to 
know why in 2014 is this the first we are hearing of this?  For such an important and 
apparently needed certification process, which we all fund, people don’t know anything 
about?  The need for certification appears to be a farce, for example: Ovaltine is not halal, 
which I found out upon request, however the operator did say although it is not halal 
certified ‘a fee paid to say so’ the product is halal compliant.  Again where is the value in this 
certification?  There also appears to be no limit on what can be halal certified. All was halal 
as per their term in the first place, bar the obvious Pork & Alcohol products and again I can’t 
emphasise enough that this has been carried out in a majority Secular, Christian Country 
without the populous having any general knowledge of it and still don’t.  

 Due my own religious Christian belief I feel discriminated against by this ENTIRE 
monopolising scheme.  The bible gives strong advice to Christians in 1 Corinthians Ch8 and in 
Ch10 v19.  It states that we are not to eat foods knowingly been offered up to an idol.  In this 
case Allah being the idol.  The basis to all my concerns is the discrimination factor. That the 
need to cater for one ideology takes up practically the whole market and in turn 
discriminates against other ideologies, it discriminates due to lack of business/labelling 
disclosure.
The Koran commands that non-Muslim pay a tax (Koran 9.29).  Halal Certification is a food 
tax. For every single certified product from these companies a fee is charged and paid to one 
of the various Islamic certifying bodies in this country. This is completed with no scrutiny of 
the proceeds of those funds, other than to say they further the Islamic cause, schools and 

http://www.halal-zertifikat.de/englisch/worldwide/halal_certification_bodies.htm#Australien
http://www.halal-zertifikat.de/englisch/worldwide/halal_certification_bodies.htm#Australien


mosques.  I question what percentage of profit from this certification is donated to the 
Islamic community and how do the profits benefit Islamic communities if at all. For instance 
our local Muslim community managed to build the Hobart Mosque paid for by the Malaysian 
and Saudi Arabian Governments with substantial donations in 2004. 
http://www.utas.edu.au/library/companion_to_tasmanian_history/M/Muslims.htm 

 My freedom of choice has been diminished due to the volume of companies who have 
signed up for certification.  I believe there should be limits on this, what can and can’t be 
certified, for example; all fresh food is considered halal therefore certification should be 
unnecessary. Singular companies and Australian brands should be left alone and a stop been 
put on further certifying more brands.  An example is the Australian Iconic Vegemite, a food 
that uniquely Australians like to eat, is now halal certified, why? Kraft products are now off 
the family shopping list along with a multitude of other brands and products.
I feel I am being discriminated against as now I avoid halal products and I am in some cases 
paying more for other products relying and hoping on the fact that it is actually not Halal. 
Even with labels claiming to be Australian made and owned this is very subjective.  An 
example is that I am lactose intolerant and there is no halal free lactose free milk on the 
market.  I pay $3.00 for 1ltr compared to the price of the average milk at 1.00 a Litre. User 
pays in this case as I wear the apparent extra costs of producing lactose free milk and then 
hit again as Paul’s brands as do many others, pay for all their products to be halal certified. 
There is no choice at all in this range for me in my area of need, so I have to buy the milk I 
would rather boycott therefore my freedom diminishes with each product halal certified. 
Then there is also another dilemma, because the lion’s share of the market has been 
certified, other businesses are having to use halal certified ingredients for their own 
products for example, the use of Sugar; from the source this product is now certified so 
everyone who buys sugar are consuming a halal certified product/s.  
As an Australian born I would like my continue freedom as to which religious establishment 
and entities I choose to support or not support.  When my choices to products are denied to 
me because of this halal certification, by default I am forced at times to support the Islamic 
religion and I oppose this. 

 Wanting disclosure of the processes, the fees, the profits, returns and investments is not an 
unreasonable request or expectation of the people.  Personally I boycott all halal products 
where I can and will continue to do so as that is my only freedom of choice left to me when 
purchasing and supplying my family with the essential foods they need and receive.  In my 
view there is no need for halal certification in Australia, it is not fair, however any insisted 
certification required by the Islamic community for the Islamic community should be at the 
cost to the Islamic community and not funded by Australian businesses, Government and 
ultimately the people.

http://www.utas.edu.au/library/companion_to_tasmanian_history/M/Muslims.htm


ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 128

Submission Details: Mrs Sally Green





Dear Sir,

I wish to lodge my objection to the Halal Certification fee which has been imposed on a 
huge percentage of our day-to-day requirements and which, in fact, has been in place for 
many years.  It is almost impossible to buy weekly household requirements without buying a 
‘halal certified’ product.  

Halal certification is discriminatory towards non-Muslims, as Muslims only want muslims to 
touch “their” halal products.  Halal certification is discriminatory towards people of other 
religious faiths, as many faiths forbid the handling/use/consumption of items that have 
been offered to a god/idol other than their own.

If I wish to make a donation to a religious group, place of worship, school or charity, I will do 
so at my discretion. I object most strongly to being subversively manipulated into 
contributing to ANY organisation.

I consider that tax refunds for payment of Halal certified products should be permissible.

The Halal method of ritual slaughter of animals is barbaric and has no place in 21st Century 
Australia. The ‘irreversible stun’ BEFORE the throat is cut is the ONLY method of slaughter 
that is acceptable to me.  This barbaric treatment of animals contravenes animals’ rights to 
be treated in a humane manner at EVERY stage of their lives, including the manner in which 
their life is ended.

In addition to the Halal method of slaughter being barbaric towards the animals, it is also 
discriminatory towards employees; as ‘halal’ slaughter can only be performed by Muslim 
men.  

The Halal Certification fee is a direct contravention of the Australian Constitution Section 
116.    

I respectfully request that the Halal Certification Religious Fee be immediately, completely 
and permanently abolished. If a religious group wishes to have a certification/logo in place 
on items which are purchased/consumed/used by the general public, then that religious 
group should be paying for the certification, NOT profiting from it.

 Yours faithfully,

S.T.  GREEN 
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To Whom It May Concern,

I believe Muslims and Jews should be able to buy certified food products if their religion 
requires it.  However, I have a few problems with the current system.  If food has been 
certified for religious purposes it should be labelled as such so people have a choice about 
which products they are eating.  I try hard to source ethical meat.  Halal and Kosher meat is 
killed in an inhumane way and I don’t want to consume it.  That should be my choice.  There 
is a population of Sikhs in Australia.  Their religion forbids them to eat any meat which has 
been ritualistically slaughtered, ie Halal and Kosher meat.  If the food is not labelled and they 
unknowingly eat Halal or Kosher meat I believe this encroaches on their rights and religious 
beliefs.

I have read that the fees for religious certification can be very high and that some small 
businesses struggle to come up with the thousands of dollars required to maintain their 
certified status each year.  I am not sure if this is true but the enquiry should be looking into 
whether the fees are fair.  

And how much extra is a weekly grocery bill due to the fact that consumers are absorbing the 
cost of high certification fees? There are young families and old age pensioners who are 
struggling to make ends meet, who don’t eat meat very often because they can’t afford it.  
Should they be absorbing a religious fee?

According to Islam some products are already halal (which means permissible) without 
requiring any ritual or prayer.  For example, milk and honey.  So why are manufacturers of 
these products paying certification fees?  I know the export industry is important so maybe we 
should try to communicate directly with these countries and find out whether we really do need 
to certify Australian honey.  According to Islam alcohol and pork are never halal. So why are 
some beers and some packaged foods containing pork paying for certification?

Basically, as long as food is clearly labelled and the fees are fair for manufacturers and 
consumers then I am really happy for people to eat what their religious beliefs require them to.

Yours Sincerely,

Elizabeth Norton
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From: 
Sent: Friday, 29 May 2015 9:37 AM
To: SeniorClerk, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Make a Submission - Parliament of Australia

Make a Submission - Parliament of Australia,
 http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/OnlineSubmission/Submit

Dear Sir/Madam,

I wish to submit to you my objection to the current apparent obligation by certain
 manufactures and producers of food in Australia to have halal certification of those
 products. I am a Christian and I do not believe that It should be requirement for me to
 financially support through the purchase of certain foods, another religion that in many
 areas of the World is attempting to destroy Christianity. To me, there has been no clear
 qualification as to where this money that has been raised through the halal certification of
 food, is being used. Is it being used to support acts of terrorism? One does not know. For
 this reason I object strongly to any form of third party Certification Schemes of food
 products in Australia.

Yours Sincerely, Brian Stokes.

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au
mailto:Natasha.Rusjakovski@aph.gov.au
mailto:judy.brians@bigpond.com
http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/OnlineSubmission/Submit
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To: the Senate Standing Committees on Economics
PO Box 6100
Parliament House, Canberra ACT 2600

With regard to the extent of certification schemes, I believe that the most socially 
divisive scheme is Halal Certification. Currently, in Australia, 100% of goat meat, 
85% of lamb, 65% of chicken and 50% of beef is Halal (according to the Australian 
Meat Industry Council 2011 statistics). 

Organic food is for a specialist health conscious market and its elevated price demands 
clear display to justify the extra.

Kosher foods are often marketed through specialist suppliers.

Genetically modified foods are a source of contention to many people concerned 
about contamination of organic crops but they are the product of scientific research 
and commercialisation, not of religious ideology.

General food safety is an ongoing issue particularly with regard to production 
standards in countries of origin. Labelling (or at least its lack of clarity) is clearly an 
issue here.

In the interest of being able to provide my family with meat products that are not 
Halal certified I have rung many Perth suppliers and been able to locate only 3 that 
can guarantee their meat is NOT Halal. I currently travel to the other side of the city 
and purchase my meat from Princi Butchers. In each case, those suppliers who can 
guarantee a NON-Halal product have their own abattoir. I asked my local butcher 
(who is within walking distance from my home) if he was able to supply NON Halal 
meat. After 2 weeks of enquiry to his suppliers he informed me that he was not able 
to do so. 

Given that Muslims represent under 3% of Australia’s population, I find this situation 
extraordinary. I regard myself as a ‘rational’ Christian. In other words a person who 
believes that one’s religious views are personal, and that while private religious 
choices will influence one’s moral view they should be of no strategic interest in the 
affairs of civil governance. Australian law has primacy. Certainly I would protest 
most vigorously if the Christian establishment attempted to levy a virtual tax on 
products.

Halal Certification is not limited to meat as we all know, but labelling is inconsistent 
and often missing. My wife shops with a copy of the ‘Halal Choices 2015 shopping 
guide’ booklet, an inconvenience she could well do without. Halal Certification 
penetration of the Australian market has reached a level where it is currently 
extremely difficult to purchase NON Halal food products of any description.



When questioned on the use of Halal Certification fees, spokespersons will often say it 
is used for charity and the building of Islamic schools and mosques. Imagine the 
outcry if Christians, Jews, Hindus or Bhuddists announced a religious tax on food to 
further their religious views by building churches or temples and schools? It is now 
more important than ever to enact more strict labelling laws.

I refer the committee to: http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-04-14/fact-check-does-
halal-certification-fund-terrorism/6383238
and I quote: Muhammad Khan, CEO of Halal Australia … said Halal Australia 
donates some of its profits to Islamic schools and mosques … "We don't fund the 
mosques, but we take care of their expenses, like electricity, water, things like that," … 
"The Australian Muslim community are getting the benefit of the certifications. All 
money from halal services goes to the community."

One suggestion I would like to propose is to establish a government (or privately) 
funded ‘NRC’ (‘No Religious Certification’) sticker/stamp/imprint which may be the 
simplest way around this. The benefits would be:

1. Those companies choosing to resist pressure to pay Halal Certification would
be able to benefit commercially from their stance.

2. To reform the current labelling fiasco is a huge task. In the absence of a
quick and definitive solution, the ‘NRC’ label would cut to the heart of the matter and 
allow consumers the choice they are increasingly demanding.

3. The ‘NRC’ sticker would be non-discriminatory. It is not saying it is not
Halal or Kosher. It simply states that no religious certification FEE has been paid.
To gain the right to use the ‘NRC’ sticker, a manufacturer should need to sign an 
agreement that the misuse of the sticker/imprint would have legal ramifications.

Finally, on the issue of the extent of Halal Certification, I would comment that anger 
in the community is building at an exponential rate. Unless the government acts 
decisively on this matter, I believe that this issue could destabilise our social fabric. 
Australia’s multi racialism and ethnic diversity  are among our great strengths and 
while Islam is an ideology, not a race, there are elements in our community who seek 
to exploit public confusion on this distinction. We stand as a beacon of hope to the 
world that a diverse society is possible and it is important that we take steps to 
preserve our social cohesian and harmony, which are essential components of our 
liberty.

* * *

With regard to the current labelling requirements of food certification schemes, I 
believe there is growing discontent among Australian consumers with current 
labelling. Organic products are by nature more expensive so the ‘Organic’ designation 
tends to be prominently displayed to justify to the consumer why they should spend 



the extra. Country of origin and Halal labelling, however, appear to be the most 
absent or difficult to read. One cheese manufacturer (Coon) actually places the Halal 
label inside the packaging so the consumer will only know post-purchase.

* * *

With regard to the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay 
certification schemes, the consumer is entitled to know if a fee has been paid to 
aquire religious certification. This is self evident.

I refer the committee to the RSPCA web site: http://kb.rspca.org.au/What-is-Halal-
slaughter-in-Australia_116.html
and I quote: “...There are a small number of abattoirs in Australia that have been 
granted permission from the relevant State or Territory food authority to conduct 
religious slaughter without prior stunning – for either Halal or Kosher (Jewish 
slaughter) purposes. These ‘approvals’ are effectively exemptions to standard 
Australian slaughter practice. The proportion of animals slaughtered under these 
exemptions is very small, but nevertheless that any animals are slaughtered without 
stunning is of concern to the RSPCA...”

Any abattoir that slaughters without prior stunning is circumventing our laws. That 
State of Territory governments have granted permission to conduct religious slaughter 
without prior stunning is deplorable.

A very serious issue which is seldom discussed is the issue of discriminatory 
employment practices. I refer the committee to the Islamic Council of WA at: 
http://www.islamiccouncilwa.com.au/halal-certification/halal-guidelines/

Point 6:3 clearly states: "The slaughterman must be a mature, pious Muslim of sound 
mind who understands fully the fundamentals and conditions relating to Halal 
slaughter and be approved by the religious authorities."

With clear labelling and user pays principle, this would be of no more significance 
than a Christian school employing Christian teachers. But given the market 
penetration of unlabelled Halal meat (100% of goat meat, 85% of lamb, 65% of 
chicken and 50% of beef as I stated at the beginning of this submission), this must be 
a serious and blatant contravention of Australian employment law.

* * *

With regard to whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian 
consumers to make informed purchasing decisions, in the case of country of origin 
issues and Halal Certification, it is patently obvious that they do not.



If labelling were obvious there would not be the explosion of interest that we see in 
the media and on the internet. Kirralee Smith’s Halal Choices website 
http://www.halalchoices.com.au and the Halal Choices 2015 shopping guide have 
attracted enormous interest. With clear labelling, none of this angst need have 
occured.

With less than 3% Muslim population in Australia, it is clear that companies aquire 
Halal Certification for the export market primarily. With clear unambiguous 
labelling, consumers will have the choice they are entitled to.

I return to the idea of an ‘NRC’ (No Religious Certification) label as one way of 
cutting through and defusing the issue.

* * *

With regard to the cost of certification and whether this impacts negatively on 
product pricing, this is difficult to ascertain as charges appear to vary based on the 
capacity of a producer to pay. We are told that producers absorb the fees but one 
would have to be naive in the extreme to believe that production costs are not passed 
on to consumers. It is clear that there are only two reasons to justify religious 
certification.

1. For export to societies that require certification: Not all companies export to
a substantial degree but for those that do, I believe they are making the labelling as 
subtle as possible (or in may cases absent) to ‘have a bit each way’.

2. To cater to the needs of Muslim and Jewish Australian consumers: Surely
this can be achieved on a user pays basis? In the case of Kosher, I believe that this is 
the case as Kosher foods are more expensive than non-Kosher, not as widely available 
and tend to be marketed through specialist suppliers and outlets. Coles markets Kosher 
food in around 50 of its supermarkets but its Kosher products are clearly listed on its 
website. 

In conclusion, I acknowledge that I have confined myself to the issue of religious 
certification, particularly Halal. Understandably, the terms of reference for this 
enquiry need to be seen as non-discriminatory and therefore wide, however, I believe 
that Halal Certification poses problems that are significant and unique among 
certification schemes in our diverse society.

We live in a disintigrating world with Islamic terrorism becoming the greatest threat 
to global security since the rise of 20th century Fascism and Communism. In 2007, in 
the United States, government prosecutors alleged that the Islamic Society of North 
America (ISNA) and the Holy Land Foundation had ties to the terrorist group Hamas.

From the FBI website - http://www.fbi.gov/news/stories/2008/november/hlf112508
"The FBI’s fight against terrorism funding paid a big dividend yesterday when five 



former leaders of a U.S.-based Muslim charity were convicted of funneling more than 
$12 million to the Palestinian terrorist group Hamas. … For many years, the Holy 
Land Foundation used the guise of charity to raise and funnel millions of dollars to 
the infrastructure of the Hamas terror organization."

From the New York Sun website - http://www.nysun.com/national/islamic-groups-
named-in-hamas-funding-case/55778/
"Federal prosecutors have named three prominent Islamic organizations in America as 
participants in an alleged criminal conspiracy to support a Palestinian Arab terrorist 
group, Hamas.
Prosecutors applied the label of "unindicted co-conspirator" to the Council on 
American-Islamic Relations [CAIR], the Islamic Society of North America [ISNA], 
and the North American Islamic Trust in connection with a trial planned in Texas next 
month for five officials of a defunct charity, the Holy Land Foundation for Relief and 
Development."

Campbell Soups developed a Halal product and received Halal Certification from the 
ISNA. While Australian law enforcement have investigated links to terror and found 
‘no direct links’, given the extent of Halal Certification in Australia and the lack of 
accountability, it is imperitive to follow the money trail more closely than we 
currently do.

Because of 9/11, American investigators are more deeply involved in the tracking of 
money being funnelled from Islamic charities to terrorist organisations and given the 
proven links, in today’s world, with western governments becoming more proactive 
in the ‘war on terror’, it is imperitive that we investigate Halal, (a huge source of 
charitable funding designed to aid the Islamic community but paid for by the broader 
Australian community) and at the very least make it more transparent.

I do not seek to outlaw Halal Certification, only to see clear and unambiguous 
labelling with regards to Halal Certification and country of origin issues to enable true 
consumer choice and product transparency.

Yours sincerely 

Michael Nelson 
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Dear Senators,

You have been charged, by the recent Senate vote, to investigate the halal certification of goods and 
services in this country. In doing so, I request that, among all things, you consider the following:

1. The Constitution makes it incumbent on the Federal Government to prevent religion being imposed
on ANY Australian citizen. The protection of the Federal parliament is necessary to ensure that no form 
of cult or religion is imposed, through ANY means, on the citizens of this nation. Currently, the Islamic 
doctrine is being imposed both overtly and covertly, through various means on your constituents with 
the halal tax in the guise of a “certification” being one of the latest techniques being adopted.

2. Retailers are being coerced into joining the extorted unable to consume ANY product or service with
the confidence that it is NOT halal “certified” because, even if an identifying label is placed on the good 
or service, there is no guarantee that it does not halal tax rort. One that has come to my attention is that 
a local butcher was identified as supplying ONLY halal free meat on social media. Although never having 
a muslim customer in his remote location before, suddenly large groups of heavily clad muslims have 
come into his butchery and loudly demanded to know if he sold halal certified meat. Upon answering in 
the negative they cursed and stormed out of his establishment.

3. The halal “certifiers” are cornering the market on products and services, gradually. They brag, quite
accurately, that they have cornered the market on sugar, for instance. This means that hardly a 
processed food that is manufactured MUST use a “certified” sugar in it’s processes.

4. Genuine believers in Sikhism, Hinduism, Christianity, Atheism etc. are forbidden by their beliefs to
consume any products that contain halal “certified” ingredients or components.

5. With the enormous variety of so-called halal “certifiers” currently in the market it is easy for the
income to be hidden and the dispersal of the gained revenue distributed, anywhere in the world, in a 
clandestine manner, directly or through trusts, family members, groups, individuals, companies, 
“religious” enterprises, donations, charities, etc. etc.  Payment may also be diverted through the 
“certified” organization, overseas, as a part of the contract arrangement with final payments or in the 
cost discount applied at the point of sale.

6. We have developed, over the years, comprehensive Australian/New Zealand standards covering the
humane killing and slaughter of animals intended for human consumption. Similar standards are in 
practice for health and hygiene. Yet, we are succumbing to the barbaric, primeval slaughter of millions 
of animals every year, in the name of cult practices to appease the needs of these cults and to continue 
a practice that has been scientifically disproven to have ANY benefit to the end product. This evil and 
unnecessary practice is opposed by every single animal rights organization known to me. The practice 
must be stopped immediately to prevent the torture and pain inflicted on these poor animals that must 
die in order to sustain us.

7. Halal “certification” is being used to circumvent our laws and introduce Islamic law into the industrial
arena. In particular, in the area of work in the abattoirs, ONLY muslims carrying accreditation from their 
mosque can be employed as slaughterers in halal “certified” abattoirs. This is illegal under current 
Australian law which should be immediately enforced. As halal certification becomes entrenched in 
other industries, this employment discrimination will be extended to the exclusion of all but muslims. 



8. Jews, and other “religions”, have, for many years lived in this country without imposing kosher, or
other, goods and services on the rest of society. They largely bare any additional costs of any special 
requirements without burdening the country with their doctrine. We should expect no less of the 
Islamic ideology.

9. The only way that our government can curtail this insidious ideology and prevent it from destroying
the fabric of our society and its’ laws is to ban it completely in this country. Any country requiring halal 
“certified” meat, for instance, should carry out the live slaughter of animals in their own countries 
through live export. We should look toward markets in those countries who, covertly, oppose halal 
“certification” such as China, Vietnam and India. It is clear, to me at least, that muslim countries are 
deliberately targeting and controlling the entire food chain from paddock or farm to plate, including 
transport. This must not be allowed to happen by ANY group let alone one that has this stated objective.

10. No cult, welfare organization, charities or religion should gain special exemptions under the law that
gives them an advantage over those carrying out similar businesses legitimately.

11. It has been made clear by one Muslim group that the Islamic movement has over 2,500,000
supporters who, upon instigation, flood facebook with complaint in order to shut down ANY postings 
that they determine to be against their interests. I have no doubt that this tactic is being used to force 
manufacturers and suppliers into accepting a Halal tax.

12. We, the people of this nation, demand that we are protected from rorting by any cult or religion or
being forced to participate in ANY activities of these groups.

Thank you in advance for your consideration. 
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Dear Sir/Madam, 

I would like to express my opinion on the issue of food certification in Australia.  

I believe, regardless of religion, political stance, and social status, every Australian has the basic rights 

to the lifestyle choice, including what to eat and what not to eat. As such, vegans reserve their rights 

not to eat meat, and of course Muslims do have their rights to eat what they see as permissible to eat.     

However, it seems that we, the majority of Australians, are deprived of freedom in our choice of food. 

Many of us are suspicious of the direct/indirect link from halal certification organisations to Islamic 

terrorism,  and  unless  how  all  the money  such  organizations  sent  overseas was  used  is  publicly 

disclosed in full detail, I personally would very much like to boycott all halal certified products.   

In addition, I saw on supermarket shelves as well as on the internet a number of products that are in 

fact halal certified but not showing the labels clearly; and even some plastic containers and cat food 

are halal certified. I wonder why we have to pay for their certification fees when we never agreed to. 

Rather,  I  would  like  to  support  true  Australian  businesses  serving  Australians  instead  of  those 

businesses mainly catering to the  foreign Muslim population. Of course, Muslims  in Australia have 

their rights to their food. So if they want their food certified, they should pay for it, not us. Not fully 

showing  third‐party  certification makes us pay  for  their  food, which  I don’t  think  is  a  reasonable 

business practice. Hence,  I would  like to see clear  labelling of third‐party certification on each and 

every product presented to general consumers.  

Animal cruelty is another problem. Unlike the common misconception that halal slaughter is hygienic 

and more considerate of animal welfare, it is in fact very unhygienic and known to cause tremendous 

pain  to  animals.  Some  studies  found  that  the  pain  caused  brings  about  very  negative  hormonic 

reactions, which eventually humans get to eat, and  in my opinion, that  is  just as bad as genetically 

modified food. Again, for whatever reason, if any Australian wants to avoid it, I believe every one of 

us has the right to do so. And, clear  labelling of third‐party certification, at  least at this stage, will 

provide the minimum security and peace at mind.    

Some worry that not getting halal certified would  lead to a decrease  in export. While  it might be a 

valid argument, then I have to ask why they are asking Australians to pay for the certification. If they 

really have to, let the foreign consumers pay for the fee. As an academic in the field of Economics and 

Business, I am very certain Australian products sold overseas are of high quality, which I am very proud 

of, and this little fee incurred will not affect their sales.   

With warm regards, 
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Committee Secretariat contact: 
Senate Standing Committees on Economics 
PO Box 6100 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600 
Phone: +61 2 6277 3540 
Fax: +61 2 6277 5719 
economics.sen@aph.gov.au 
 
To whom it may concern. 
 
Thank you to Senator Cory Bernardi for requesting an inquiry into paid for certifications of food.  
Please include the many inedible products and services which are halal certified. 
 
I find it very distressing, disturbing and threatening that I am supporting a religion which I do not 
have any belief in and actually disagree and dislike their beliefs totally.  I am being forced to pay 
through stealth in that the halal certified logo is often not displayed on a product so I cannot be 
aware that it’s certified and unable to make a choice to buy or not unless I research prior to 
shopping.  I do not carry the Internet with me when I shop so the difficulty in deciding to purchase or 
not is very hard. 
 
In my church, I contribute willingly as is quite normal in this country.  I don’t put money in the 
collection boxes of other religions.  The religion I support helps people of all walks of life through 
that collection box, not just their own faith.  Paid for halal certification only assists one religion to 
the exclusion of all others, but we are all being forced to contribute.  I do not wish to contribute. 
 
Their method of slaughter is far from as humane as it could be.  I’m surprised the RSPCA doesn’t 
have anything to say.  Their silence is deafening. 
 
Why are feminine hygiene products, plastic containers, chocolate, milk, cheese, transport and so 
many things that are naturally halal, halal certified?  I think there are people making money out of 
everyday Australians and certainly those Australians are getting no benefit for paying for this 
certification.  They were able to use and buy the products before this paid for certification became 
so rife.  If I require a service, be it a service on the car, (just an example), I pay for that service and I 
wouldn’t expect anybody else to pay for me, so another of my questions is, why is it that we are 
being forced to pay for a service that somebody else demands?  If the managers of the companies 
are not passing on these costs they would be sacked. 
 
As with any religion, a prayer is the only thing required before eating food.  This is the same for halal. 
 
Before paid for halal certification came in did people eat?  They prayed over their food.  Was this 
wrong?  No.  Proving this is a terrible injustice to the majority of citizens who are not of this religion, 
and who are being forced to pay for a religion they absolutely do not support through stealth where 
there are very few labels on products which indicate the products are halal certified.  
 
Below I answer the terms of reference but I am a little disappointed that all the schemes are lumped 
together. There is only one that really sticks out with it being a huge scam and that is paid for halal 
certification. 
 
TERMS OF REFERENCE - 
 

mailto:economics.sen@aph.gov.au


The extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not limited to, 
schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and general food safety 
certification schemes; 
 
Organic certification – anybody who wants to buy organic can easily decide to buy.  This should be 
labelled. 
Kosher – There seems to be far fewer products Kosher certified affected. This should be labelled. 
Halal – An overwhelming number of products are Halal certified.  This should be labelled.  With 
meat, or unsealed halal certified products, for the final product to be certified halal, every link in the 
chain must be halal certified. The fact you can ask a butcher/ restaurant/ take away if their meat is 
certified halal and they can legally so ‘no’ if they don’t pay for their own certificate, even though – 
the animal was ritually slaughtered by a muslim at a halal certified abattoir, who has to pay an 
islamic organisation for his licence, and I suspect this fee is tax deductible.  This is very important 
because there are many religions who cannot rightfully partake of something honoured to another 
god.  I give an example of Christians and Sikhs. This certification is very discriminatory.  
Genetically Modified – This should be labelled.   
If we must be subjected to these certification schemes, would it not be possible to have a 
certification scheme run by the Federal Government, and the monies (if any monies need to be 
collected), distributed and shared amongst all of the Australian citizens?   
 
Current labelling requirements of food certification schemes; 
 
All the above mentioned schemes should be labelled clearly.  As there are faiths that cannot 
rightfully partake of something honoured to another god it is imperative that the products are 
labelled.  This would apply to all stages of the certification process.  A logo needs to be on the front 
of the certified product where it can be quickly and easily seen. 
 
The need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees; 
 
They should all be clearly labelled on the front of the products and if transport or other processes 
are used in the process of production and are certified, that should also be on the label.  
 
Whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make informed 
purchasing decisions; 
 
Current schemes do not provide enough information for Australian consumers to make an informed 
purchasing decision as labelling is either non-existent or too small to see easily. The logo should be 
on the front and clear.   
 
Details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and the potential 
for these to impact on prices for consumers; 
 
Without a shadow of doubt, it would be a very poor manager to not pass on these costs.  Even if the 
cost is small on each item, I have no desire whatsoever to support something I utterly do not believe 
in. 
 
The importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and returns to 
producers; 
 
I know a lot of importance has been placed on the certification for the export market and I have a 
feeling, bearing in mind the number of slaughterhouses there are, that something could be done to 



separate the export market from the home market. There is another point which I would like to 
make here that there is discrimination against Australian workers in that the slaughtermen are from 
another country. They are taking away employment from the residents of our own country.   
 
The extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including, but not 
limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any related matters; 
 
This is a big one.  Where is the money going, what is it being used for?  There is no question that an 
audit is essential on every type of certification and while we’re at it any other, eg, Heart Foundation, 
RSPCA, etc. 
 
Thanking you, 
 
Gwenda Miller. 
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From: Maurice McGahey 
Sent: Monday, 1 June 2015 3:18 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: With reference to the lack of and/or misleading labelling of foodstuff in Australia.

Committee Secretariat contact:
Senate Standing Committees on Economics
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600
Phone: +61 2 6277 3540
Fax: +61 2 6277 5719
economics.sen@aph.gov.au
With reference to the lack of and/or misleading labelling of foodstuff in Australia.

I am concerned that the lack of clear labelling on foods that in my cultural and religious
 belief are prepared in a way that is barbaric and/or inhumane. I am forced to purchase
 and support companies that I would not normally purchase from under my cultural
 beliefs.

To clarify my cultural beliefs, I have been nurtured in a Northern European culture. Our
 beliefs are that we are the welfare custodians of animals and the environment. Any animal
 that must die whether for food or to end its pain and suffering must be put to death in as
 quick and painless way as is possible. Halal and many other systems have no care or
 respect for the animal. The recent abhorrence and outcry over live animal greyhound
 baiting is proof of our disgust at animal cruelty. Many European men were responsible for
 those acts, but the acts were rejected and by the community and those people are being
 brought to justice under our laws.

I also object to being forced to buy Halal certified products that are clearly not Halal or
 have no reason to be classified as Halal. Bacon and fruit and vegetables are among those.

My objection is not just with Halal, any other cultural system that requires animal cruelty
 or false labling I also object to. 
Maurice McGahey
Phone 

Registered electoral address
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Submission to the Senate Inquiry into third party certification of food. 
 

Preliminary Remarks 

This submission is primarily in respect of Halal food certification. 
 
It is my understanding that “Halal” in Arabic, in reference to food, means that the food is “approved”, 
“acceptable” or otherwise suitable for consumption by persons of the Muslim faith.  Only food which is 
“Halal” may be eaten by a person of the Muslim faith. 
 
It is my further understanding that most foods, with the notable exceptions listed below, are 
automatically “Halal” and may be consumed with no further ministrations or actions required on behalf 
of the person requiring to ingest them.  In the case of dubiety regarding the Halal status of any foodstuff 
(Haram), a prayer may be said over it to render it “Halal”. 
 
The major exceptions to automatic Halal status are alcohol and animal flesh or animal products or foods 
that may animal products. 
 
Some animals, such as pigs, can never be rendered Halal.  However beef, lamb, chicken and other 
animal flesh can be rendered “Halal” during the slaughtering process that, amongst other things, 
ensures no blood remains in the carcass by allowing the animal to bleed to death.  No comment is made 
here regarding the humaneness or not of this process. 
 
Thus, with the exception of animal flesh or products and alcohol, all foods are automatically “Halal”.  
However, here in Australia many companies have been persuaded, or coerced, into paying a fee to non-
government “certifiers” to meet the “demands” of a market of only 2% of the Australian population on 
the pretext that this will allow the goods to be exported to and freely accepted in countries where the 
Muslim religion is practiced. 
 
This has resulted in a very large number of foods that are automatically Halal being “certified” as Halal 
by a range of unofficial and non-government certifiers.  Foods such as chocolate (Cadburys), fruit (SPC), 
bread (Abbotts) and cheese (Bega) are examples of this.  There are hundreds, if not thousands, of other 
examples. 
 
I will now deal with the specific matters referenced for this inquiry. 
 

1) The extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia, including but not limited to 
Halal. 

My preliminary remarks above cover this item.  Our examination of goods on supermarket shelves 
indicates that a significant percentage of items that are automatically Halal have been “certified” 
formally and labelled as such.  This certification process in not free and food manufacturers pay a “Halal 
Certification” fee to whomever claims to be an “official certifier”. 
 

2) Current labelling requirements for Halal certification schemes 
As Halal certification is not a government or other recognised scheme, there is no conformity to 
labelling of Halal foods.  In some cases a very small Arabic logo can be seen somewhere on the label.  In 
other cases the logo is inside the outer pack on an inner wrapping, meaning that it cannot be recognised 
until after the product is purchased and opened for consumption.  Clearly, for those who refuse to 
purchase food products that have been “Halal certified”, checking each item on the shelves is time 
consuming and, in many cases, ineffective as the certification logo, if present at all, may be concealed. 
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3) The need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees. 
It is my contention that Halal certification is not required for 98% of the Australian population and that 
no company involved in the production of food products that are already Halal, that is suitable for 
consumption by Muslims, should be involved in Halal certification or paying of fees for such certification.  
In the case of meat products for the export market to Muslim countries, these products may need to be 
labelled and an appropriate fee paid for certification.  But the fees for this process should only be 
applied to the products due for export, not for the Australian market.  Where Halal certified meat is sold 
to the Australian market for consumption by Muslim Australians, it should be clearly labelled as such 
and sold from “Halal” specialty shops or “Halal” sections of conventional shops, as is Kosher food.  Thus 
the cost of certification will be borne only by those who require such foods. 
 

4) Whether current schemes provide enough information for Australians to make informed 
purchasing decisions. 

The Australian public has absolutely no information as to who or what the “Halal certification bodies” 
are, what authority, if any, they may have and whether Halal certification is a legitimate enterprise in 
this country, as it is applied to a large range of food products that are, by default, already Halal. 
 
As mentioned above, it is very difficult, even for those who are aware of Halal certification, to identify if 
a product has been “certified” as Halal, what fees have been paid in the certification process and 
whether those fees have been passed on to the consumer, whether Muslim or not.  Only those who 
know what to look out for have any chance of identifying a “Halal” food product.  As Halal certification 
has no official status in this country, there is no mandatory requirement for advisory labelling and no 
standard method of labelling. 
 

5) Details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers and the 
potential for these to impact on prices for consumers. 

The entire “Halal certification” business is shrouded in secrecy.  Manufacturers will not release details of 
the certification process that they have been persuaded to undergo and do not disclose the fees paid or 
how these fees are recouped from consumers.  It is my understanding that, in some cases, they are 
expressly forbidden to do so, as a term of their “certification”. 
 
Additional comments regarding the collection of fees and their ultimate destinations are expanded upon 
in (7) below. 
 

6) The importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and returns 
to producers. 

The issue of export markets has been the main justification for engaging in Halal certification by some 
sectors of the food industry, when any justification has been offered – most producers refuse to discuss 
the issue.  The current Minister for Agriculture has reportedly refused to discuss Halal certification when 
attempts have been made to do so by some journalists or well know bloggers. 
 
Thus, as only about 2% of the Australian community require certain foods to be Halal certified, the need 
to meet the export market requirements is claimed to be the major justification for such widespread 
certification. 
 
As detailed in the Preliminary Remarks above, realistically, ONLY meat products need to be Halal 
Certified to meet customer requirements in some overseas countries.  That producers of products such 
as chocolate, cheese, custard powder, milk, tinned fruit and many other non-meat products have been 
convinced to pay a fee to “certify” produce that is already “Halal” is a travesty that has absolutely 
nothing to do with the export market.  Enormous sums of money are reportedly involved in this 
extortion process and those costs are born by 98% of the Australian community for no good or 
necessary purpose. 
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7) The extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including, but 
not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records. 

This the crux of the Halal certification issue.  There is little information available to the public with 
regard to how the “certification” process works, by whom or what organisations it is “authorised” or 
what happens to the fees collected. 
 
It is clear that no Halal “certifiers” are approved to carry out this process by the Australian Government.  
There appear to be dozens of “certifiers”, many in competition with each other. 
 
Although there is some understanding in the public arena as to how animals are slaughtered to conform 
to Halal requirements (and that in itself appears to be contrary to the public’s expectations of a humane 
process) there is no understanding of how products that are already “Halal”, such as those mentioned in 
the Preliminary Remarks and (6) above, are “certified”  It appears that in many cases, such as chocolate, 
milk, cheese and many others, the payment of a fee and a visit from the “certifier” on a regular basis is 
all that is required, making a mockery of the whole process. 
 
I am deeply concerned, as are many of my friends and acquaintances, as to the final destination and 
uses of the considerable funds that are coerced from the food industry in this way.  Who benefits; 
what organisation get the funds and what do they do with them; are these funds used for peaceful 
purposes or are they used for subversive activities against the interests of the Australian people in our 
own country; are they channelled through illegal routes to terrorist organisations overseas? 
 
There is no definitive information publicly available on this very important factor of the Halal 
certification process in this country. 
 
There is no doubt that very large sums are being garnered by certification of hundreds, if not thousands, 
of individual food products.  With the exception of products based on meat most of the foodstuffs sold 
in Australia need not be “certified” as Halal.  How could SPC tinned fruit, for example, be anything else 
but “Halal”?  We have our own standards of food production hygiene that meet or exceed Halal 
standards. 
 
Thus 98% of the Australian public are paying for a service that is neither required nor wanted.  Although 
we pay what is basically an illegal tax on our food, we have no say as to what happens to those funds 
and have no ability to question its application and extent, as we do, for example, with the GST. 
 

8) Final comment. 
I would strongly recommend that the Senate Committee make a decision to fully investigate the Halal 
Certification persons, organisations and processes that are endemic in Australia.  In particular I would 
like to see the process, only where required, brought under formal government control. 
 
Most importantly, we need an exposition of what happens to the funds collected for this purpose. 
 
Disclaimer 
I am a concerned citizen, currently retired.  I have no connection or affiliation with any organisation 
involved in the food industry or food certification processes. 
 
 
Peter R Meadows. 
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From: Dave Atfield  
Sent: Sunday, 31 May 2015 4:55 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third party certification of food

SENATE INQUIRY SUBMISSION -

THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATION OF FOOD :

As a member of the CHRISTIAN-JUDEO community which makes up ninety-eight per cent of the
 Australian population, I find it OFFENSIVE and TOTALLY UNACCEPTABLE that, whenever I
 purchase meat and/or groceries from  our supermarkets, I am being FORCED to pay HALAL TAX,
 which is used to fund the following ISLAMIC IDEOLOGICAL ACTIVITIES being pursued by the
 Muslim community in my country :

The promotion of Islamic culture and principles

The building of mosques and Islamic schools

The provision of on-going support to Syria through the "Al Imdaad" Charity

The payment of HALAL TAX by our PRODUCERS and MANUFACTURERS needs to be
 DECLARED ILLEGAL, and greater emphasis needs to be placed on ACCESSING EXPORT

 MARKETS in which TRADE AGREEMENTS are NOT CONDITIONAL upon the PAYMENT of
 CERTIFICATION FEES.

Yours Faithfully

David A Atfield

(Retired Engineer)
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From: Bob Pitt 
Sent: Sunday, 31 May 2015 1:07 PM 
To: Economics, Committee (SEN) 
Subject: Halal Certification

R.S. Pitt

31st Mat 3015

Third party certification of food
Senate Standing Committees on Economics
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600
To : Senate Economics References Committee

Dear Committee Members,

re  Halal Certification

Let's suppose I only want to eat organically certified food from organically certified
 suppliers across the whole supply chain, ie organically certified wheat, organically certified
 flour, and organically certified bread.  Is it reasonable for me to expect the general
 community to pay for all that certification?  I'd say no.  After all, if I want organically
 certified food, shouldn't I be the one paying for it?

So how is it that the followers of  Islam expect me to pay for Halal certification even
 though I am not a Muslim?  That certainly isn't fair and needs to be stopped.

Yours sincerely,

R.S. Pitt

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=DERMODYK
mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au


ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 140

Submission Details: Mr Owen Nugent





From: Owen Nugent  
Sent: Saturday, 30 May 2015 10:20 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal Certification Inquiry

Dear Senators,

You have been charged, by the recent Senate vote, to investigate the halal certification of goods and services in
 this country. In doing so, I request that, among all things, you consider the following:

1. The Constitution makes it incumbent on the Federal Government to prevent religion being imposed on ANY
 Australian citizen. The protection of the Federal parliament is necessary to ensure that no form of cult or
 religion is imposed, through ANY means, on the citizens of this nation. Currently, the Islamic doctrine is being
 imposed both overtly and covertly, through various means on your constituents with the halal tax in the guise
 of a “certification” being one of the latest techniques being adopted.

2. Retailers are being coerced into joining the extorted halal tax rort. One that has come to my attention is that a
 local butcher was identified as supplying ONLY halal free meat on social media. Although never having a
 muslim customer in his remote location before, suddenly large groups of heavily clad muslims have come into
 his butchery and loudly demanded to know if he sold halal certified meat. Upon answering in the negative they
 cursed and stormed out of his establishment.

3. The halal “certifiers” are cornering the market on products and services, gradually. They brag, quite
 accurately, that they have cornered the market on sugar, for instance. This means that hardly a processed food
 that is manufactured MUST use a “certified” sugar in its’ processes.

4. Genuine believers in Sikhism, Hinduism, Christianity, Atheism etc. are unable to consume ANY product or
 service with the confidence that it is NOT halal “certified” because, even if an identifying label is placed on the
 good or service, there is no guarantee that it does not contain halal “certified” ingredients or components.

5. With the enormous variety of so-called halal “certifiers” currently in the market it is easy for the income to be
 hidden and the dispersal of the gained revenue distributed, anywhere in the world, in a clandestine manner,
 directly or through trusts, family members, groups, individuals, companies, “religious” enterprises, donations,
 charities, etc. etc.  Payment may also be diverted through the “certified” organization, overseas, as a part of the
 contract arrangement with final payments or in the cost discount applied at the point of sale.

6. We, the people of this nation, demand that we are protected from rorting by any cult or religion or being
 forced to participate in ANY activities of these groups.

7. ANY and ALL "certifications" should be in the domain, control and oversight of the Australian Federal
 Government to prevent criminal conduct, partisanship, divisiveness and concern through an inspection service
 in accordance with Australian/New Zealand standards (to be developed).

Thank you in advance for your consideration.

Kind Regards,

Owen Nugent
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 May 30, 2015 

Senate Standing Committee on Economics, 
P.O. Box 6100, 

Parliament House  , 
Canberra, ACT, 2600. 

Dear Committee, 

Food certification as I see it has one purpose – diet. How many food certification schemes exist in this 
country and how many different organisations are involved?  What is their justification for certification and 
how do they justify their fees?  How many of these organisations are profit-making enterprises operating 
under the guise of religion?  It is unreasonable for any food certification scheme to be privately operated 
(particularly in the case of religious certification), considering it affects 100% of the population often for the 
benefit of a small minority.  The public is NOT being fully informed.  All consumers should be concerned 
about any costs being inflicted upon them without justification. 

I have no particular religious beliefs but respect the rights of others to their own.  I should not, however, be 
forced to bear the cost of the religious beliefs of any other person via my purchases. My current 
understanding of halal certification in particular gives me the distinct impression that it is a religious, profit 
making tax being imposed upon all consumers by private individuals and/or organisations ostensibly for the 
benefit of approximately 2.5% of the population.  As a taxpayer, I am already funding tax concessions and 
grants to many religious groups.  I do not appreciate the “double dipping” that I suspect is occurring. 

A few cents on a wide range of products has the capacity to generate millions of dollars every year – like a 
tax that is gathered beneath our awareness.  And we don’t really know what happens to that money.  We 
need and deserve the truth so that we can make informed decisions. 

The government must take a secular approach to the issue.  It is not reasonable that any political or religious 
movement be able to profiteer at the expense of the majority of the population.  It is undemocratic and with 
our production standards and labelling laws, it is also completely unnecessary.   

All ingredients must be listed on packaging for consumers to be fully informed.  This enables people with food 
allergies to make informed decisions about things such as MSG, nuts, gluten etc.  I am at a loss to 
understand why these very comprehensive and compulsory ingredients lists cannot supply the information 
needed for those consumers who have particular dietary requirements, whether they be physical or religious.  
Every consumer with a dietary requirement learns how to read labels.  Nothing else is needed. 

Take salt, for example.  Whether or not you look at it from a health or a religious viewpoint, salt is salt.  You 
either may consume it or you may not.  It should not incur any certification fee, either domestically OR for 
export.  Capilano Honey pays food certification fees.  Ingredients:  Honey.  What is there to certify?  There 
are also certification symbols on bottled water.  Several other items that fall into this category and it leads me 
to wonder if suppliers are being given all the information they need to decide whether or not they need to pay 
to certify.  This should be considered a form of fraud. 

As this is a “Food Certification” enquiry, I expect that the halal certification of other consumables including 
cosmetics, baby lotion, cleaning products, disinfectants and dishwashing products will not even come into it, 
but they should! 

I have a moral and justifiable objection to cruelty to animals and yet the ritual slaughter carried out in the 
name of religion is not clearly conveyed to me at the supermarket, or any butchers in my local area.  Halal 
slaughter is horrendous.  My choice to only support and encourage humane procedures is difficult due to lack 
of ready information.   

-2- 

Increasingly I am finding that companies are failing to display their certification symbols.  Any food 
certification symbol MUST, by law, be displayed CLEARLY ON THE PRODUCT PACKAGING AT RETAIL 
LEVEL, so that shoppers can see it.  It should be a punishable offence not to display the certification symbol. 
If certification is meant to assist consumers, not displaying it is hypocritical.  We need some honesty in 
advertising.  The current practice of hiding tiny symbols obscurely on the back of packaging is extremely 



annoying but the failure to display the symbol at all is inexcusable.  Full disclosure must be compulsory. 

Any organisation or individual wishing to provide any form of food certification should be required to prove the 
necessity for the certification to an independent body and explain clearly why the well established laws in this 
country regarding food production, processing, storage and labelling are insufficient to meet their needs.  
This process should be strict for all certifications and also involve financial disclosures about the funding of 
such schemes and distribution of all proceeds.  Food certification schemes should not be private businesses 
and all should be subject to regulation and complete disclosure as they affect 100% of Australians, not just a 
small minority. 

Consumers should not be manipulated into contributing to any cause without their knowledge and to which 
they may be opposed.  If any religious group wishes to raise money to further its cause, it should openly ask, 
as the Salvation Army does. 

I have read of Imams who are against halal certification as they say it is contrary to the Qu’ran.  So even 
within the Islamic community, there is discord on the subject.   

It is not inconceivable that Christians (still the majority religion in this country) may require some type of 
certification to ensure that they are not consuming goods processed in the name of what to them is a false god 
and that the proceeds are not funding anything that is contrary to their beliefs.  

The Sikh community is not permitted to consume meat that has been “ritually slaughtered” but as far as I am 
aware, they do not have a certification system in place.  Nor do many other religious minorities.  They read 
labels. 

I also believe that the volume of export which goes directly to muslim countries must be taken into 
consideration when examining the massive fees paid in the name of export dollars.  Is it correct that around 
8% of our exports go to Islamic countries?  China, Japan and South Korea are major trade partners and none 
of them is muslim.  

A system whereby taxpayers who are non muslim (approximately 97.5% of Australians) are able to claim a 
tax rebate on the cost of their hidden contributions to halal certification and thereby the promotion of Islam 
would no doubt be welcomed.  That rebate should fully cover any cost incurred by the objecting taxpayer and 
be funded by whoever is making the profits from this unnecessary scheme. 

I look forward to the results of this enquiry and hope that we can receive open and honest information at last 
as the current practice of hiding certification labels and private profiteering in the name of religion I believe is 
against the wishes of the majority of Australians and is a violation of our rights.  I also believe the addition of 
a charge relating to any religious certification is against my constitutional right to political and religious 
liberty – most particularly when I am not being clearly informed about it, and about where and why 
the funds are distributed. 

Yours faithfully, 
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From: McLay  
Sent: Friday, 15 May 2015 9:55 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third party certification of food

Dear Senators,

You have been charged, by the recent Senate vote, to investigate the halal certification of goods
 and services in this country. In doing so, I request that, among all things, you consider the
 following:

1. The Constitution makes it incumbent on the Federal Government to prevent religion being
 imposed on ANY Australian citizen. The protection of the Federal parliament is necessary to
 ensure that no form of cult or religion is imposed, through ANY means, on the citizens of this
 nation. Currently, the Islamic doctrine is being imposed both overtly and covertly, through
 various means on your constituents with the halal tax in the guise of a “certification” being one
 of the latest techniques being adopted.

2. Retailers are being coerced into joining the extorted halal tax rort. One that has come to my
 attention is that a local butcher was identified as supplying ONLY halal free meat on social
 media. Although never having a muslim customer in his remote location before, suddenly large
 groups of heavily clad muslims have come into his butchery and loudly demanded to know if he
 sold halal certified meat. Upon answering in the negative they cursed and stormed out of his
 establishment.

3. The halal “certifiers” are cornering the market on products and services, gradually. They brag,
 quite accurately, that they have cornered the market on sugar, for instance. This means that
 hardly a processed food that is manufactured MUST use a “certified” sugar in its’ processes.

4. Genuine believers in Sikhism, Hinduism, Christianity, Atheism etc. are unable to consume ANY
 product or service with the confidence that it is NOT halal “certified” because, even if an
 identifying label is placed on the good or service, there is no guarantee that it does not contain
 halal “certified” ingredients or components.

5. With the enormous variety of so-called halal “certifiers” currently in the market it is easy for
 the income to be hidden and the dispersal of the gained revenue distributed, anywhere in the
 world, in a clandestine manner, directly or through trusts, family members, groups, individuals,
 companies, “religious” enterprises, donations, charities, etc. etc. Payment may also be diverted
 through the “certified” organization, overseas, as a part of the contract arrangement with final
 payments or in the cost discount applied at the point of sale.

6. We, the people of this nation, demand that we are protected from rorting by any cult or
 religion or being forced to participate in ANY activities of these groups.
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Thank you in advance for your consideration

Yours Truly 
Bronwyn McLay 
Mobile:  



From: McLay 
Sent: Saturday, 27 June 2015 12:47 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: The Inquiry into Third Party Certification of Food

The Inquiry into Third Party Certification of Food

In my opinion and my morals, I do not believe an animal should be killed in the name of
 a religious symbol.  For those that do follow particular religions, there should be
 specialized foods to meet their needs, but not all foods, as now with Arnotts,
 Cadbury’s, Nestles, Kraft and many many more advertising that any meat products that
 have been included in the process of making biscuits, chocolate or vegemite etc. have
 been killed in a particular manner.

My choices of food have now been limited to a large extent.  I am sure Christians do
 not want to eat Halal and Muslims don’t want to eat Kosher.  Religion is a personal
 choice, not something that is advertised on packaging in a supermarket, where ALL
 cultures need to go to get their food products.  If this continues, I can imagine
 someone creating product labels stating ‘Fit for Christian consumption” 

All monies paid by companies to any religion for advertising on their products, should
 be disclosed, so consumers can see the added expense that has been passed on to the
 consumer 

In a multicultural society, we don’t need segregated food labeling.

I personally have taken a stand, and I now refuse to purchase any products that pay a
 religion for certification, whether that be Halal, Kosher or Christian.

As for Food Certification Schemes, demanding money from companies; they remind me
 of American movies that I have seen, where there are stand-over men, demanding
 money in return of not being bashed, robbed or burnt out. 

Yours truly

Bron McLay
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From: Kenny Walther 
Sent: Saturday, 16 May 2015 6:00 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: investigate the halal certification of goods and services in this country

Dear Senators,

You have been charged, by the recent Senate vote, to investigate the halal certification of goods and services
 in this country. In doing so, I request that, among all things, you consider the following:

1. The Constitution makes it incumbent on the Federal Government to prevent religion being imposed on ANY
 Australian citizen. The protection of the Federal parliament is necessary to ensure that no form of cult or
 religion is imposed, through ANY means, on the citizens of this nation. Currently, the Islamic doctrine is being
 imposed both overtly and covertly, through various means on your constituents with the halal tax in the guise
 of a “certification” being one of the latest techniques being adopted.

2. Retailers are being coerced into joining the extorted halal tax rort. One that has come to my attention is that
 a local butcher was identified as supplying ONLY halal free meat on social media. Although never having a
 muslim customer in his remote location before, suddenly large groups of heavily clad muslims have come into
 his butchery and loudly demanded to know if he sold halal certified meat. Upon answering in the negative
 they cursed and stormed out of his establishment.

3. The halal “certifiers” are cornering the market on products and services, gradually. They brag, quite
 accurately, that they have cornered the market on sugar, for instance. This means that hardly a processed
 food that is manufactured MUST use a “certified” sugar in its’ processes.

4. Genuine believers in Sikhism, Hinduism, Christianity, Atheism etc. are unable to consume ANY product or
 service with the confidence that it is NOT halal “certified” because, even if an identifying label is placed on the
 good or service, there is no guarantee that it does not contain halal “certified” ingredients or components.

5. With the enormous variety of so-called halal “certifiers” currently in the market it is easy for the income to be
 hidden and the dispersal of the gained revenue distributed, anywhere in the world, in a clandestine manner,
 directly or through trusts, family members, groups, individuals, companies, “religious” enterprises, donations,
 charities, etc. etc. Payment may also be diverted through the “certified” organization, overseas, as a part of
 the contract arrangement with final payments or in the cost discount applied at the point of sale.

6. We, the people of this nation, demand that we are protected from rorting by any cult or religion or being
 forced to participate in ANY activities of these groups.

7. ANY and ALL "certifications" should be in the domain, control and oversight of the Australian Federal
 Government to prevent criminal conduct, partisanship, divisiveness and concern through an inspection
 service in accordance with Australian/New Zealand standards (to be developed).

Thank you in advance for your consideration.
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From: Karen Antrobus  
Sent: Tuesday, 19 May 2015 9:24 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal certification

Please consider the discrimination of all people in Australia I as a Christian am tired of feeling that our values
 are not as significant as that of a Muslim       It is time Australia stood up and be counted and let the Muslim
 return home if they want things done their way.   If the can't assimilate with us then why are they here.    We
 should be worried about them be a terrorist threat and they need to be deported.  We saw at the Lindt cafe siege
 what sort of threat they were here so if they can't live here without changing us then send them packing back to
 where they belong and let Australians keep their own culture instead of cow towelling to others.  You are never
 going to change a radical     I love Australia let's make it Christian again at least we can live in peace where
 they only play lip service to it    God that is our Heavenly Father bless us and we will prosper not fail like we
 are doing at the moment in some areas.  Let us stand tall and stand up for ourselves

Thanks Karen

Sent from my iPad
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From: Ray Johns  
Sent: Friday, 15 May 2015 3:28 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal Certification- Senate Enquiry Submission.

Dear Senators,

You have been charged, by the recent Senate vote, to investigate the halal certification of goods
 and services in this country. In doing so, I request that, among all things, you consider the
 following:

1. The Constitution makes it incumbent on the Federal Government to prevent religion being
 imposed on ANY Australian citizen. The protection of the Federal parliament is necessary to
 ensure that no form of cult or religion is imposed, through ANY means, on the citizens of this
 nation. Currently, the Islamic doctrine is being imposed both overtly and covertly, through
 various means on your constituents with the halal tax in the guise of a “certification” being one
 of the latest techniques being adopted.

2. Retailers are being coerced into joining the extorted halal tax rort. One that has come to my
 attention is that a local butcher was identified as supplying ONLY halal free meat on social
 media. Although never having a muslim customer in his remote location before, suddenly large
 groups of heavily clad muslims have come into his butchery and loudly demanded to know if he
 sold halal certified meat. Upon answering in the negative they cursed and stormed out of his
 establishment.

3. The halal “certifiers” are cornering the market on products and services, gradually. They brag,
 quite accurately, that they have cornered the market on sugar, for instance. This means that
 hardly a processed food that is manufactured MUST use a “certified” sugar in its’ processes.

4. Genuine believers in Sikhism, Hinduism, Christianity, Atheism etc. are unable to consume ANY
 product or service with the confidence that it is NOT halal “certified” because, even if an
 identifying label is placed on the good or service, there is no guarantee that it does not contain
 halal “certified” ingredients or components.

5. With the enormous variety of so-called halal “certifiers” currently in the market it is easy for
 the income to be hidden and the dispersal of the gained revenue distributed, anywhere in the
 world, in a clandestine manner, directly or through trusts, family members, groups, individuals,
 companies, “religious” enterprises, donations, charities, etc. etc.  Payment may also be diverted
 through the “certified” organization, overseas, as a part of the contract arrangement with final
 payments or in the cost discount applied at the point of sale.

6. We, the people of this nation, demand that we are protected from rorting by any cult or
 religion or being forced to participate in ANY activities of these groups.
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Thank you in advance for your consideration. 

Regards,
Ray Johns 
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Sent: Friday, 15 May 2015 2:31 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal certification

 Hello,

When I first found out that I was being forced to buy products that were halal, I was very
 angry.
Because I knew that anything Islamic would not be for the better of people like me.
I do not want to support terrorism, so I have stopped buying from companies that are halal
 certified.
I will not be surprised if your inquiry will find a connection between the fee being paid by
 companies & terrorism. You will have to follow a paper trail though and it will be a long one,
 because I am sure that they are hiding their trail very well.

The certifiers have to pay a zakat tax on what they earn to their "clergy"
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zakat

I hope this inquiry has a good result for the government to get back some of the money which
 is going straight out of Australian taxes.

Thankyou.
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From:   
Sent: Sunday, 19 July 2015 8:33 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATION INQUIRY SUBMISSION

Please note that I would like my name be withheld from the
 submission. 
Please consider my request.

I would like to add my submission to the inquiry regarding third

 party certification of foods. My concern is with HALAL

 certification.

The constitution states - The Commonwealth shall not make any law for

 establishing any religion, or for imposing any religious observance, or

 for prohibiting the free exercise of any religion, and no religious test

 shall be required as a qualification for any office or public trust under

 the Commonwealth “

The first time that I noticed the symbol I knew straight away what it was.(That it
 was for muslims to eat). After starting to research what this was about I found that
 some researchers had discovered a link with the companies that support and pay
 for the privilege of being halal certified and terrorism. This is a fact.
All the money that is collected by the fee collectors is totally tax free, due to the
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 certification body using a charity as a front, so no tax is recovered. Imagine how
 much debt can be paid off if the charities were investigated. None of it is declared
 income.
There are a lot of abattoirs that carry out halal slaughter, because it is sharia law
 to do this, endorsed by the government, which is barbaric because the animal
 dies slowly. This is unconstitutional. The RSPCA cannot rectify this because there
 is a clause about allowing halal slaughter due to religious reasons.

In this country, muslims do not consider themselves Australians, because they do
 not recognize any pledge to this country. To them Allah comes first, before
 anything else. The islamic council found a way to get money out of consumers
 without them knowing that they were buying halal certified products. When only 2
 % of the population follows islam and hundreds of companies have signed up to
 the scheme where the other 98 % non muslims are unknowingly buying these
 products, it gives the impression that muslims are rorting Australians, because we
 all buy halal certified products. Especially when consumers are unaware that a
 product is halal certified, because there is no symbol on the product. Every non
 muslim does not have dietary requirements that requires a halal seal of approval.
Companies pay the fee, so therefore it would be passed on to the consumer,
 which makes a product more expensive. All for the sake of being halal certified.
Muslims are taking jobs that Australians can do, but, because the animals have to
 be killed the halal way, only muslims can do the slaughtering. This is pure
 discrimination against Australian workers.

This country is based on Judeo Christian values and halal slaughter goes
 directly against what is written in the Bible.

In Acts 15:29 it states - 
"You are to abstain from food sacrificed to idols, from blood, from the meat of
 strangled animals and from sexual immorality. You will do well to avoid
 these things."

This is in conflict with all halal certified products which are prayed over by
 imams. Many Christians support their own church organisations through
 monetary contributions. I find it offensive that Christians are also paying a
 fee to islam, when they choose not to, as they are already contributing to a
 church organisation.

There has also been a lot of negative feedback to certain groups who are
 educating ordinary Aussies on the insidiousness that is halal certification. The
 negative comments are from people who are not happy that we know we are
 being rorted & conned.

I will not purchase anything that I know is halal certified, because I will not support
 an organization which has no regard for Australia and it's citizens, as the halal
 certification does not benefit any one except muslims.
The halal certification scheme is only one part of the islamic caliphate. (To take
 over the world and make it Islamic) There are four stages and Australia is at stage
2.



As this is a country with freedom to make a submission like this I am choosing to
 do so.

I am asking for a law to be tabled stating that all companies that have received
 their certification, certificates, to have the halal symbol label on all their products.
OTHER FOOD PRODUCT ISSUES
Other labels that should be on all products:
GMO certified ingredients. - which ingredients are genetically modified.
Country of origin - where the food originated from and where it was packed

Please accept my submission to the Third Party Certification Inquiry.

Thank you.
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From: mkennedy  
Sent: Friday, 15 May 2015 2:23 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third Party Certification of Food

Dear Sir/Madam,

This is an extremely important issue. 

There is deep concern as to the way the certification services are
 handling it.  The money they make is tax free,
and the extent of products and services being confronted with these
 charges is becoming totally irrelevant to the
actual meaning of halal.

Please consider all submissions carefully.
The services are being handled by independent parties, claiming
 immunity to tax on a religious basis.  However,
one cannot accept this, when items like tampons, pet food, and many
 items that are naturally halal, are being
added to the never ending list of everyday items.

The Government needs to take charge of the certification of all
 products, taking into consideration the needs of
other religions, that forbid the use of or eating of anything halal ...
 thousands of Christians, Jewish People, Hindus,
and others are in the majority, are denied the very same products we
 have all enjoyed, before halal certification
was suddenly invented and inserted into the moslem agenda.

The Government should be charging a tax on all money made,
 dispensing with the religious exemption.  The
moslem community should be organising their own shops, just as
 other groups have done over the years, and if they
were able  to 'bless' their food with the use of just one word, prior to
 this unacceptable scam starting, there is no
reason why they cannot continue to do so.

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au


Sincerely,
M. A. Kennedy
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From: 
Sent: Wednesday, 20 May 2015 3:58 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third party certification of food

Dear Secretary,

Just have two questions for the committee. How is it acceptable for me to eat "blessed" meat of
 another religion that is different to my own? Is Islam in particular prioritised over my own?

Kind Regards

Andy Semple
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From: Suzi Perryman 
Sent: Friday, 29 May 2015 8:58 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Extra considerations - food inquiry

Hello, 

I'm happy that there is going to be further research into food labelling, though I'm concerned a few
 things may be overlooked as crucially important issues.

1. Labelling of meat that has been slaughtered halal style, certified or not.
2. current unnecessary halal certification on foods that are already considered "allowed" by Muslims
3. NOT to focus on money from halal certification going to extremists, but rather reveal it as the
 unnecessary (in most cases) scam that it is. 
4. Discover if any of the halal certifying business or owners, give to Muslim charities (as this is most
 likely to be where the money is fed to extremists according to results in America and Canada and
 Europe).
5. Compare with Kosher foods, which really do cater for the population of Jewish people. No more
 than necessary.
6. Consider the amount of halal food saturation in the food market compared to the AUSTRALIAN
 Muslim population (2.1%) vs those who, for religious reasons cannot eat halal (Buddhists and Sikhs)
 which, Buddhists alone are 2.5% of the population that are now WITHOUT an option for supermarket
 and butcher shop meat. WITHOUT A CHOICE of thickened cream and yoghurt etc, because it's ALL
 halal (save 1 or 2 regional and independent companies).

7. GM food labelling on fresh food.

I hope you will take these issues into consideration. I don't want this review to be laughed at because,
 "Ofcourse halal certification doesn't give money to IS". Muslims pay a tithe like most Christian
 religions do, there may be a paper trail, there maybe not. But there are much much richer Muslims in
 Australia than the halal certifiers.

We need to be CLEAR, halal certifying all of our food makes us uncomfortable because it is
 spreading the acceptance of an element of Sharia law in Australia. Sharia law is the end goal for
 proactive mid stream Muslims. Extremism is a name for their basic beliefs, and yes I've reaserched
 that and spoken to many Muslim friends about their beliefs. 

Good luck with the inquiry.

Thanks

Suzi Perryman 
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From: Patrick Mcgrath  
Sent: Tuesday, 2 June 2015 12:23 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: halal tax

Thank     you senator Bernardi for giving us a chance to block yhis muslim halal tax.     The Australian government sets taxes why do
 we AUSTRALIANS HAVE TO PAY THIS HALAL TAX TO THIS SO CALLED RELIGION mUSLIM . WHY Should I an Australian go to an
 Australian store to buy Australian goods and have to pay this halal tax.  This halal tax should be discontinued from our Australian
 stores immediately.  If this  halal tax is allowed to continue all producers paying it should be made to endorse on their product in
 LARGE print that they are  charging all Australians this tax so people can choose to buy products not paying this tax 

    Yours Patrick McGrath at 

This email is free from viruses and malware because avast! Antivirus protection is active.
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From: Julie Hoskin  
Sent: Tuesday, 2 June 2015 12:57 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Reject Halal Certification in Australia

To whom it may concern.

Dear Sir / Madam,

I write to you today to express my vehement opposition to Halal certification in Australia.

Halal certification is Sharia /Islamic law and it has no place and no right to be operating in this
 country.

Australia has its own laws. How dare anyone permit a parallel system of law to exist in here.

Islam  is NOT a religion. It is a political ideology and a system of government in itself. It operates
 under the veil of the Muslim faith.

Islam (political ideology and system of government) and Muslim (belief system) are two different
 words BECAUSE they are two different things.

To accept Halal certification in Australia is to accept a hostile, parallel system of government
 (Islam) because Halal is just one aspect of the Islamic political agenda.

I also vehemently oppose the forced impost of the extra cost for Halal certification in our food
 bill at the checkout. I DO NOT WANT TO PAY FOR HALAL CERTIFICATION IN ANY WAY, SHAPE OR
 FORM.

Furthermore, it is a widely known fact that millions of dollars that are being raised by Muslims
 through Halal certification are also being funnelled out of Australia to fund Islamic terrorism and
 the like.

A full and thorough inquiry MUST be conducted URGENTLY to stop the exploitation of
 Australians who do not want ANY PART of the Islamic agendas in Australia or anywhere else.

BAN HALAL AND BAN ISLAM. NEITHER OF THESE THINGS HAS ANY PLACE IN AUSTRALIA OR ANY
 OTHER DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY.

Thank you,

Julie Hoskin
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From: Duncan Willis  
Sent: Tuesday, 2 June 2015 6:34 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third Party certification of food

Dear Senators,

I urge you to make no changes to the third party certification of food, especially Halal
 labelling. Do not bow to the whims of a bigoted minority and make changes to the current
 laws. Most non-Muslims, like myself, have no problem consuming food that has been
 labelled Halal, in the same way that I have no problem eating food that has been labelled,
 Kosher or Organic. 

Halal labelling is good for our economy and fosters a rich multicultural society. Giving the
 bigots what they want would come at a disastrous consequences. Opponents of halal have
 no answer to the free market, having their food certified opens companies up to new
 consumers and markets. 

Yours sincerely,

Duncan Willis 
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Iain Robertson 

 

Committee Secretariat 

Senate Standing Committees on Economics 

PO Box 6100 

Parliament House 

CANBERRA  ACT  2600 

By email to: economics.sen@aph.gov.au  

Dear Committee, 

Submission to the Inquiry into Third Party Certification of Food 

Thank you for the opportunity to make a submission.  My submission to the Committee addressing the terms of reference is below. 

I am a resident citizen of Australia, with an interest in ensuring a fair and equitable society for all, irrespective of race, creed, colour, 

or gender.  I have no particular affiliations to any organisation affected by this inquiry. 

The Extent of Food Certification Schemes and Certifiers in Australia 

The current series of – predominantly privately-organised – food certification schemes is adequate, and suitably supports individuals 

in making an informed choice, appropriate to their personal beliefs, as to food suitable for their consumption.  No government 

regulation of current schemes is warranted or appropriate. 

Current Labelling Requirements of Food Certification Schemes 

The current labelling laws pertaining to food certification is adequate.  No additional government regulation is warranted or 

appropriate pertaining to labelling requirements. 

The Need for Labelling on Products Produced by Companies that pay Certification Fees 

Companies entering into commercial relationships with other entities, in return for the right to include particular labelling elements 

on their product, is something into which no additional government regulation is warranted or appropriate.  If an organisation wishes 

to pay a third party for the right to include a logo on their product, to allow their consumers to make more informed choices about 

that product, then this is not something that should require more than a modicum of governmental oversight.  Having paid for the 

right to include a particular logo or mark should necessarily allow a manufacturer to then display that logo or mark in accordance 

with the as-contracted agreement between the manufacturer and the licensor. 

Informed Purchasing Decisions 

As the current schemes work now, any reasonable consumer has the ability to make decisions on consumption of a product relevant 

to their beliefs.  For example: should a particular individual feel strongly about consuming GMO products, labels pronouncing a 

particular product’s GMO-free status are hardly difficult to spot; people who have particularly strong feelings about the avoidance 

of food certified by religious entities can always choose to consume a product not displaying the relevant mark or symbol.   

Certification Fees and Impacts 

Given that current certification schemes are, generally, voluntary in nature (being as they are not currently enshrined in law), it is a 

purely commercial decision made by a company as to whether or not to seek certification under a given scheme.  Surely given this 

fact, the companies in question have clearly made a commercial decision that the cost of any certification scheme is outweighed by 

the breadth of the market that will result from having said certification – and that in a market with suitable competition, pricing will 

be taken into appropriate consideration. 
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Food Certification and Export Markets 

It is clear to me that, in order to sell to particular international markets, certain certifications become useful if not essential to an 

organisation’s ability to successfully trade.  This is especially true for particular religious certifications.  Given this, it’s possible 

that the banning or restricting of access to particular religious certification schemes would in fact reduce a company’s ability to 

trade successfully in particular markets, with the possible side-effect of an increase, rather than a decrease, in the cost of those same 

goods in Australia.   

The Extent and Adequacy of Information about Certifiers 

Certification schemes in Australia are presently voluntary: organisations can at their option choose whether or not to utilise their 

services, based on a rational commercial decision.  These arrangements are, reasonably, commercial-in-confidence, in the same 

way that many business dealings are: something that applies equally to the processes, fees, financial records, and any other related 

matter covered here.   

Australia has suitably strict controls on financial dealings – including international money movements – that are more than 

adequate to deal, specifically, with any concern about the routing of fees to overseas locations. 

Summary 

It is troubling to me that this inquiry is worthy of the time of our currently elected officials, particularly given that the tone of the 

inquiry is set to a level that might be seen to encourage more, rather than less, regulation around business dealings.   

Yours sincerely 

Iain Robertson 
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From: K J  
Sent: Tuesday, 2 June 2015 10:13 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Re: 3rd Party Certification Of Food Enquiry

ATTENTION: Committee Secretary 

Further to my telephone conversation today with the Senior Clerk Of Committees [Ph: 02
 62773506], please see below my submission to the '3rd Party Certification Of Food
 Enquiry', chaired by Senator Sam Dastyari. I would particularly like to address my
 concerns with regard to:

1. The certification of Halal food.
2. The fees paid by Australian companies to these certification bodies.
3. The proliferation of such certifying bodies, their unregulated nature & lack of
 accountability.
4. Openness & transparency/disclosure of where these fees go [i.e. Islamic 'charities' etc].
5. Why the Australian gov't has not set up a single unified body to oversee certification.
6. Discussion of the morality & legality of an Islamic faith-based tax on food, when
 Christians, Buddhists, Hindus, Sikhs & other religions in Australia have no similar fund
 raising 'technique' to build churches in Australia. [P.S. Kosher food is specific to very few
 foods & is also self-funded].
7. Role of the main stream media in presenting unbiased, objective data for readers to
 assess & make an informed decision upon.
8. Is a Halal fee discriminatory or elitist towards other faith-based religions? [i.e. Sikhs in
 particular, who cannot eat Halal or blessed food, which is a 'sin' in their eyes...no-one is
 talking about this 'food' discrimination towards another minority religion in Australia].
9. The unfairness of shutting down freedom of speech by branding people as 'racists, bigots
 or Islamophobes', purely in the interests of preventing conversation on a valid topic that
 affects all Australians, regardless of belief.
10. Plus several other topics in relation to the legality, equitability & religious necessity of
 a Halal fee or certification requirement on food for Australian domestic consumers, all
 points of interest to me & many fair-minded Australians.

Please do not share any of my private information or details with the World Wide Web,
 however I do give you my permission to publish my name only, if so required by the
 dictates of freedom of information & the Senate Enquiry guidelines etc.

SUBMISSION:

It appears at 1st glance that Halal fees are a religious based tax that 98% of Australians are
 paying for only 1 religion's benefit, & representing only 2% of our population. Halal
 Certification fees may not fund terrorism or have any links to terrorism in Australia as yet,
 even if some of the fees have been proven in overseas examples to have gone to so-called
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 'charity groups' with links to The Muslim Brotherhood, an outlawed terrorist group in
 many countries, i.e. this example in Canada is very relevant & fact-
based: http://www.torontosun.com/2015/03/06/muslim-brotherhood-under-the-
microscope-in-canada

At the very least, & indeed one of the stated objectives of Islamic Councils, portions of
 Halal fees go towards the building of Mosques & Islamic education for Muslim children
 in Australia. So in the interests of fairness & inclusiveness, & if we must have these fees,
 why doesn't the gov't set up a single agency so that certification funds are then able to be
 used equitably for all Australians? e.g. elderly, sick, education etc. Surely all Australians
 would then benefit? And if certain companies have an opportunity to export overseas &
 see inherent in this an 'obligation' to have Halal-compliant food by paying a fee to certify
 it as such, surely a gov't run body is the sensible option for coordinating said certification
 for exports?

Halal fees that go to the various 25-30 'nebulous' certification bodies in Australia are
 difficult to account for & one body would actually streamline all the duplication surely? In
 fact, please explain why in Islamic States where Islam is the main religion & Sharia law is
 instituted, there is usually only 1 religious/non-secular/gov't body certifying food as
 Halal? Could it be that it is more accountable & easier to funnel into projects without fear
 of confusion, coercion or corruption?

Also, who certifies the 'Certifiers' in Australia? It appears to be relatively easy to set up
 one of these bodies, & almost anybody can do it currently. And why, if we must do this,
 can't the money trail be more transparent? At the moment, rather than being logical & fair,
 it seems quite the reverse to any reasonably minded person living in a free country, as it is
 applied to everybody who purchases a product? Why can't these funds [call it a levy, call
 it a fee, call it a tax...call it a Food GST if you must!!] be used for all Australians? Rather
 than the anti-Halal fee supporters being unfair & ignorant, as the media constantly
 suggests, it seems to me that the current system is more unfair, elitist & unaccountable to
 no-one, except those who stand to collect the fees.

By all means open up export 'opportunities', but can I ask why Halal fees are on items sold
 purely domestically? In fact, to get to the base of the problem, why do we even need items
 certified Halal that are naturally Halal? Why would a devout Muslim observing his/her
 faith to the letter even need such foods to be labelled so, when they themselves know that
 it is is not necessary as per the Koran? e.g. water, milk, pepper, honey, nuts...to name but
 a few examples. Could it be a fund raising or money making venture? Where is the choice
 for domestic consumers if all products are Halal certified?

Speaking of choice, I am tired of politicians, main stream media & outspoken media
 commentators trying to conflate & confuse the issues of Halal fees & Kosher food as one
 the same process, when it is demonstrably & patently not. To clarify: “Kosher is primarily
 for a Jewish market and is usually very clearly identifiable on the label or is in a separate
 section all together. There are also Kosher supermarkets so consumers have a choice as to
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 whether or not they wish to purchase products where a product has been subject to kosher
 practices or fees have been paid. Consumers have a choice.

This is not the case with halal certification. Many companies are paying the fees but not
 displaying the fact on their labels. There is no ability to choose whether or not you want to
 support and fund halal practices. There is often not a separate section for halal and so
 many products are halal certified that would already be considered halal (permissible)
 without the certificate! The consumer is left with very little choice.

Kosher is not about undermining the principles and values the majority of Australians
 uphold and they are not trying to change or dominate Australia in any way. I have never
 heard a Rabbi preach death to democracy or kill the infidel. However there are many
 Imams in Australia and around the world who have preached these very things. Last year
 it was reported that children as young as six were reciting these things in an Australian
 mosque!

Synagogues in Australia are not preaching sermons of hate toward westerners or
 unbelievers. They are not radicalising their youth with messages of violence and death.
 Terrorist plots are not being uncovered in synagogues. How many photos have you seen
 of Jewish people holding the severed heads of their enemies?

However the money raised via halal certification is funding mosques and Islamic preachers
 in some cases who do in fact promote messages of violence and death toward unbelievers.
 Their teaching upholds Mohamed as the perfect human and all must follow his example.
 Children in Islamic schools are facing segregation, having pianos banned as 'evil' and girls
 can't compete in athletics lest they lose their virginity!

Kosher is for a Jewish market targeting Jewish consumers. Halal certification targets all
 consumers in an effort to transfer wealth from non-Muslims to Muslims.” [SOURCE:
 Halal Choices website]

As an example of how an intellectual, secular & moderate Muslim thinks about Halal food,
 here is but one British article, written by a 'British Muslim' [Dr. Taj Hargay] who says
 categorically A. “the idea that Muslims cannot eat non-halal food...food that is suitable for
 Christians, is completely wrong, and it has no theological basis in the Koran, the supreme
 text of Islam.” B. “I eat whatever food is placed before me, with the obvious exception of
 pork”, & most importantly to this discussion C. “I eat what is available...At the point of
 consumption, before I put the food in my mouth, I give thanks, with a brief prayer that
 Muslims have been saying for more than 1,400 years.”

Can we can deduce from this that the compulsion for Halal fees is largely a device
 employed in Western societies by 'radical' Muslims “through overt religious extremism
 and creeping Islamic fundamentalism?”. The full article:
 http://www.dailymail.co.uk/debate/article-2623879/We-Muslims-appalled-sale-halal-
meat-stealth.html
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Most companies state that costs are 'absorbed', but this is patently untrue, as all costs must
 be passed back to the consumer. I'm not even going to ask why cat food, tampons & other
 ridiculous examples of non-food products are Halal certified & why this is irrelevant to
 the nature of what is Halal & what is Haram under Islamic scripture, because it should be
 obvious to reasonable & critically thinking person. Here is just ONE example of many,
 where a sensible company has refused to pay or be coerced into paying a Halal
 certification fee because they admit it DOES increase prices for the consumer:
 http://malenydairies.com/halal-certification-part-business-model-maleny-dairies/

Most gluten free people, to use an example where there is a actually separate product line,
 expect to pay more for their product due to legitimate adverse health concerns, & if
 uncertain, read the food ingredients contained within. Unlike Halal certification, which
 seems to have crept in on everything in order to be 'politically correct', due to fear of
 'offending' a religion, or worse still, failure to generate a profit overseas if perceived to be
 Haram, when in fact Muslims just have to read carefully if there is any concern regarding
 pork, blood or alcohol present. To continue the dietary analogy, if a Muslim accidentally
 eats something he/she should not [& indeed is even aware of this], he is forgiven, whereas
 the gluten free person or coeliac has a bout in hospital.

Also, I would like to state that the mainstream media [in my humble opinion] have often
 portrayed the facts incorrectly & indeed, paint many of those opposed to Halal fees as
 racists, bigots or Islamophobic, a nonsensical word if ever I heard one. There have been
 many instances of this, but I use as just one example a 24-5-15 Sunday Mail article or
 'opinion piece' by one Paul Syvret: http://www.couriermail.com.au/news/opinion/opinion-
halal-certification-is-not-so-different-to-organic-gluten-free-or-kosher-labelling/story-
fnihsr9v-1227366667134 , in which he opines that Halal fees "do not underwrite ISIS, go
 toward the upkeep of the secret Nazi moon base, bankroll the Agenda 21 conspiracy or
 any other lunatic twaddle you can think of."

Far from being an objective commentator on the subject [even if his 'opinion' was meant to
 be ironic], all this statement does is paint people who are promoting discussion on the pros
 & cons of Halal fees & certification etc as conspiracy theorists & by definition, mentally
 unstable. So who is being 'phobic' here, the supporters of an Enquiry into '3rd party
 certification of food', or the supposed unbiased news reporter? [who seems to be the one
 whipping up fear, negative emotion & distrust here by the unfair use of his words].

No rational facts or objective data were presented in Mr. Syvret's article, other than
 hearsay. At another point he says to readers "can I ask how you feel about eating Weet-
Bix of a morning? After all, this Sanitarium product is owned by the Seventh Day
 Adventist church (arguably one of the more fundamentalist Christian faiths) & is also
 halal certified."

May I respectfully point out that Mr. Syvret has totally misled the reader here, as it does
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 not matter whether Sanitarium choose to pay the Halal fee or not, it's his analogy that the
 'Seventh Day Adventist church' is 'arguably one of the more fundamental Christian faiths'
 that is inflammatory & irrelevant. What exactly is he trying to say here, & how does his
 assertion that they are 'fundamentalist' have any bearing whatsoever on the Halal fee
 debate?

Is he tarring them all with same brush & implying that this religion is harmful, dangerous
 or fundamentalist? This is counter-productive in my humble opinion, disingenuous &
 completely misdirected. Any uninformed or new readers of this article should not be
 subjected to one reporter's 'perceived' stance or jaundiced view of one religion [Seventh
 Day Adventists] being used to prove a tenuous point on another unrelated issue regarding
 a religious tax.

To repeat my point, he is making non fact-based statements, which only engender hatred &
 misconceptions about Seventh Day Adventists. Absolutely off topic, & incidentally Halal
 fees are paid to Islamic bodies, who are not related to any company who chooses to pay it,
 whether owned by the Seventh Day Adventists, BHP, or even perhaps Microsoft. In fact,
 it is my contention Mr. Syvret is being 'phobic' by attempting to paint another religion in a
 bad light, which should be totally irrelevant to any discussion of Halal fees etc.

Finally, & on the points of equality, multiculturalism & fairness for all races, religions &
 creeds in Australia I submit my following statement for consideration and/or debate:

If I wholeheartedly embrace 179 different ethnicities, language groups, nationalities,
 religions, philosophies or cultures, but choose to challenge just 1, or to challenge one or
 two aspects of just 1, does that make me a bigot? Or can I still happily claim the title
 "multicultural"?

Possibly the missing link in this argument is that people are positively scared of criticising
 one particular religious or cultural community. They fear a backlash either from the
 community itself or from the well-meaning but not-very-clear-thinking social/TV/political
 'expert' commentariat who immediately cry, "bigot" or “racist”. It's that irrational &
 unreasonable outcry or backlash which kills the discussion in the first place & allows
 particular communities to go unchallenged. 

Surely it is reasonable to acknowledge that not every culture will fit comfortably into our
 multicultural model. Surely in a country with 'freedom of speech' we must be free to make
 that comment & to level specific criticism [whether constructive or otherwise], or to say,
 "No, that kind of segregation is inconsistent with the culture of inclusion, freedom &
 personal choice that we have been developing for hundred of years in Australia," without
 being accused of deserting the mainstream & somehow becoming by definition racist or
 bigoted? 

Regards,

Kevin James.
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From: Kylie Neumann  
Sent: Wednesday, 3 June 2015 11:54 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third Party Certification of Food Inquiry Submission

Dear Senate Standing Committees on Economics,
As someone who suffers from Coeliac disease food labelling is important to me as good,
 clear labelling makes my life and the life of my family members easier.

I assume for those that wish to eat organic, non-GM, GM, Kosher or Halal this is also the
 case and as such I support the idea of clearer, easier to use labelling as it will ensure those
 that need, wish to eat or not eat products of a certain kind will be able to do so with
 confidence.

However the scare tactics being used by the anti-Halal movement disturb and alarm me,
 for the following reasons.
For a product to be Halal, it must be as a whole, and in part:

free from any substance taken or extracted from a Haram animal or ingredient (e.g.
 pigs, dogs, carnivorous animals, animals not slaughtered in compliance with Islamic
 rites);
made, processed, manufactured and/or stored by using utensils, equipment and/or
 machinery that has been cleaned according to Islamic law (e.g. not cleaned with
 alcohol); and
free from contact with, or being close to, a Haram substance during preparation,
 manufacture, processing and storage (e.g. blood, alcohol, poisonous and
 intoxicating plants and insects such as worms and cockroaches).

(Taken from http://www.afgc.org.au/about-afgc/our-policies/halal-certification/)
Due to modern labelling practices it is exceptionally hard to know if something is Halal or
 not UNLESS it has been certified as such, as many substances used during food production
 do not have to be listed on the label of the product if they are not present in the food
 item at the time of packaging. For example the label on Golden Circle Apple Juice does not
 list any animal products or alcohol and as such many Halal/Kosher/Hindu people would
 assume it is ok for them to eat. But beef-derived gelatine and small amounts of alcohol
 are used to produce the final product and as such this item would not meet the standards
 for those following the afore mentioned religious traditions. (Source:
 http://www.brisbanetimes.com.au/queensland/no-beef-or-alcohol-in-our-juice-says-
golden-circle-20140728-zxu6k.html). People who follow these religious principles rely on
 Halal/Kosher certification to know what is and is not ok for them to consume. Removing
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 Halal certification would make their lives and choices much more difficult than it has to
 be.

As for prices companies that have been certified Halal have seen no price jump in their
 products and the Federal Police found no links between Halal certification bodies and
 funding terrorism. Source(http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-04-14/fact-check-does-
halal-certification-fund-terrorism/6383238)

If people do not want to buy Halal certified products, that is their right. I support clearly
 labelling Halal certified products for this and ease of identification for those who do wish
 to buy them. But removing Halal certification all together will negatively impact Muslim
 and other religious minority members of our community which is unfair.

This inquiry is clearly aimed directly at Halal Certification, with all others listed in the Terms
 tacked on as a convenient cover.
Please do not let the ignorance and fear of a small minority of vocal Australians carry our
 great nation further into bigotry and tribalism.

Yours Faithfully,
Kylie Neumann
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Dear Sir, Madam 

 

I would like the government to perform a full investigation into Halal Certification schemes in 
Australia. 

Nearly all food is naturally halal (permissible to eat under Islamic sharia law without any kind of halal 
certification label) and Muslims can make food of unknown origin halal by pronouncing 'bismillah' 
over their meal. I am totally concerned about the recent invention of halal certification schemes.  It 
is now difficult to buy supermarket products that do not have halal certification.   

a) We should not have to support a scheme and pay a tax for a religion and god that we do not 
serve.  It is totally wrong to force this religious 'practice' on the 97% of Australians that are 
not Islamic. 
Why should the halal certification schemes (and the muslim religion) be forced on the 97% 
of Australians that are not muslim and have no need or desire to eat halal certified foods?  
The certification should be for those who need it, and the ones that request the certification 
should also be paying the cost for this certification that they wish to have. 
 

b) Most items are already halal (permissible under Islamic sharia law) and yet these same 
companies are persuaded that they need the halal certification.  Muslims’ only issue with 
halal should be in relation to meat and meat by-products, and with avoiding alcohol in food 
products. 
However, items such as bottled water (e.g Cape Grim) and honey (e.g Calipano) are Halal 
Certified.  Honey and water are already halal (permissible) to muslims without any 
certification payment.  We would not expect a heart tick label on water as everyone knows 
water is healthy, and it is the same thing with this halal certification.  Because people remain 
ignorant and think halal certification is required, they have no idea of the corruption. 
 

c) The halal certification is often not labelled or not clearly labelled 
 
Companies like Cadbury have now removed the certification logo from the packaging, but 
still are certified.  This is deceiving, and unclear, and I am aware of this only because I 
contacted them to clarify.  In my liaison with Cadbury regarding the certification, I was 
labelled as a racist and a bigot, simply because I am concerned about halal certification and 
do not want to eat products that are halal certified.   
 
All halal certified products should have very clear and unified labelling so that the consumer 
is aware and able to make other choices if possible. 
 

d) Most meat in Australia is slaughtered via the halal method and halal certified, yet not 
labelled as such.   
 
This totally limits my choice to eat non halal certified meat or know whether the meat I am 
eating is halal certified or not.  I have had to contact the producers directly to find out 



whether the meat is halal slaughtered/certified or not.  I would expect that muslims would 
want a clear label on it too, or otherwise why is it being halal slaughtered if nobody knows? 
 
The halal slaughter houses are discriminatory in that only muslims males are allowed to 
perform many tasks.  Non-Muslims and women are considered haram - unclean. This is 
sharia law in Australia, and its discrimination on gender and religious grounds, applied with 
consent of AQIS and DAFF.   
 
Slaughter house cannot do some halal certified and some not halal certified in the same 
slaughter house, as the halal certification for meat demands that the place is ONLY used for 
halal slaughtered meat. 
 
I do not want to eat halal certified/slaughtered meat and thereby support discrimination of 
97% of the population and do not agree with the halal methods of cruelty. 
I also do not agree with the methods of halal killing the animals and the cruelty which it can 
inflict on the animal (which is also why I would not eat kocher meat).  However, I am able to 
clearly identify Kocher meat (there is generally only enough for the Jewish community) but I 
struggle to find meat producers that do not use the halal slaughtering methods. 
 

e) We have no idea what the halal certification money is being used for.  There are indications 
that it has been used for terrorism and advancing the Islam agenda of bringing Islam to the 
world (or at least helping with the financial aspect of this propagation), which is a holy duty 
for muslims.  This is not something that I want to unknowingly support by eating unlabelled 
halal certified items. 
 

f) Halal certification is a hidden Islamic tax on goods and services.  
Certification schemes began in the 1980s and are funded by consumers through a multi-level 
system of one off and recurring fees, paid by suppliers to Islamic organisations.  What did 
muslims eat prior to the 1980's?  I assume the world was still running smoothly then, and 
the muslims living in Australia did not starve to death for lack of certification. 

Please investigate the halal certification scheme and have it regulated and also not forced on the 
majority of the population who do not want or need to pay for this certification.  In addition, please 
make it mandatory that all halal certified items are clearly labelled with a large single identifiable 
label (the same label) with clear English writing so everyone knows what it means.  Please also 
investigate why halal food is being certified when there is no need for this (for example, water and 
honey), and why/if companies are being coerced to have the halal certification symbol on their 
products. 

 

Sincerely 

 

Krista Etheridge 
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From: Christian Traders  
Sent: Thursday, 4 June 2015 10:11 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Food Certification Scheme

Dear Sirs,

We write to voice our concern about the Halal certification scheme for food. We
 understand, from many sources, that this scheme is used to raise funds for
 activities contrary to Australia's interests. May we ask that you undertake a most
 thorough investigation into these issues, which have particularly concerned
  to name but one business.

Yours faithfully, 
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From: Phillip Cole  
Sent: Thursday, 4 June 2015 10:15 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: halal certification extortion

The Senate inquiry into halal certification of food (and other products!). 
 4/6/15

To whom it may concern,

it is obvious to anyone who has done a basic investigation into the so called 'halal
 certification' movement that it is purely a contrived way of extorting money from Western
 nations such as Australia in order to advance Islamic agendas. Currently it is raking in
 billions of dollars globally and there is zero justification for it's existence. The grand mufti
 of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Dr. Mustafa Ceric, openly stated at an Islamic global halal
 congress held in Pakistan the following; that Muslims "conquer the world through the
 halal movement as halal means pure and hygenic and the non Muslim world will
 have no choice but to accept it". There are also numerous allegations that some money
 even finds it's way to the psychopaths in Islamic state and other terrorist groups. I'm also
 aware that groups such as the Q Society and Halal Choices have been dragged into court
 by a halal certifier who no doubt is trying to stifle any opposition and questioning of this
 extortion. Are there any politicians left who actually honour their oath of allegiance to
 Australia? If there are a total ban on this palpable threat to our way of life must be enacted
 now. 
I'm also curious to know if live trade animals sent to Muslim countries, to be cruelly
 slaughtered, attrack this halal tax.

Phillip Cole
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From: Eddie Fennell  
Sent: Thursday, 4 June 2015 8:54 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third party certification of food

Dear Sir/Madam,

I am hopeful that this enquiry will address some of my concerns when out
 shopping. We spend considerable time reading labels to decipher where our food
 is actually coming from, whether the company is Australian owned, and whether
 we are paying for absurd certification schemes.

My concerns are:

GM foods - I would like to see clear labelling so I can decide for myself whether to
 consume it. I believe that nature knows best, and to change it will be a mistake. 

Halal certification - I have dire concerns as to where and who this illegitimate tax is
 going to. I have no desire to eat halal blessed food, and resent having to pay for
 the process.
I can't decide for myself as many companies don't label it anymore as it is so
 unpopular. Many irrelevant products are certified e.g Christmas and Easter
 goods. We have also heard first hand from suppliers, of stand over tactics used
 on suppliers that dictate using halal certified or don't supply at all. 

Country of origin - I want to know if it says product of Australia..it's Australian
 produce. It's very important to us to buy home grown, and support our farmers.
 Just because its canned here shouldn't be enough to earn that label. E.g Chinese
 produce canned in N.Z is product of N.Z. China has appalling food growing
 conditions and we wish to avoid it.

I sincerely hope that these concerns are resolved, and eagerly await the findings.

Regards,

Eddie Fennell 

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
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From: douglas molloy  
Sent: Thursday, 4 June 2015 11:47 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATION OF FOOD

Hi I would like to make a couple of points on the
future inquiry of above subject.
1. After reading some of the previous submissions
I believe the correct term we all want is TRANSPARENCY
on this topic.
2. The other point I would to bring up is WHY australia
needs 8  ISLAMIC CERTIFYING BODIES FOR HALAL CERTIFICATION 
when USA HAVE 2 & ENGLAND HAVE 2 . AT the 24th july 2014 
australia had the most
RECOGNISED FOREIGN HALAL CERTIFICATION BODIES & AUTHORITIES 
IN THE WORLD
THANK YOU
D MOLLOY
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From: Ron Raab 
Sent: Thursday, 4 June 2015 11:59 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Submission to the Senate inquiry into food certification schemes

Submission to the Senate inquiry into food certification schemes
Senate Standing Committees on Economics
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600

We object to Halal certification on the basis that it involves a religious blessing
 procedure and my family and I do not want the food products we normally
 purchase increasing subject to a “compulsory” religious blessing procedure,
 which also results in higher cost to the consumer.

Only Halal certification does this. Kosher does not.

In addition, the Kosher labelling process on mainstream products does not mean
 higher costs for the purchaser, unlike the Halal certification process. 

Our above objections relate to the following terms of reference

c. the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees;

d. whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make
 informed purchasing decisions;

e. details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and the
 potential for these to impact on prices for consumers;

g. the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including,
 but not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any related
 matters.”

Sincerely

Ron Raab OAM
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From: Don Frommer  
Sent: Thursday, 4 June 2015 12:20 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal certification

Dear Committee members,

I feel the committee should endorse the following:-

The costs of having halal food should be borne only by those who wish to eat such food, not by the general
 community. This involves the costs of halal certification of foods from a manufacturer be only applied to that
 part of their output  bought my obsevant Muslims. As Muslims are only a small part of the population, and
 observant ones an even smaller part, this would allow the user pays principle to apply as in the case of
 kosher food.

Discrimination against employment of non-Muslims in abbatoires should be illegal.

Yours sincerely

Dr. Donald Frommer

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au
mailto:Natasha.Rusjakovski@aph.gov.au


ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 168

Submission Details: Mr Bruce McDonald





From: Bruce McDonald  
Sent: Thursday, 4 June 2015 9:12 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third party certification of food

Hello

I write regarding my concerns and desire to be able to choose food that meets my
 requirements for consumption. I am particularly concerned about Halal certification as I
 wonder why this is so important as nearly all food is naturally halal (permissible under
 Islamic sharia law) and observant Muslims can make food of unknown origin halal by
 pronouncing 'bismillah' over their meal. Why then is it so important that food consumed
 by Muslims have an AFIC, or some other type of, Halal certification for which they
 charge the manufacturer to have and then the manufacturer passes this cost on to me? If
 Muslims want Halal certified food it should be imported food only for which the
 certification is carried out overseas. This will also save additional cost to my and all other
 Australian families.

I wonder regarding the profits made from Halal certification. I wonder where does it all
 go? Does any go to fund terrorism or ISIS? I know there have been investigations into just
 this which have not proven anything; however, this is no guarantee it is not happening and
 no guarantee it will not happen in the future.

I also understand some food manufacturers choose to have their product/s certified Halal
 but then do not display the AFIC symbol to indicate this. If I am to make an informed
 choice as what food I purchase and then consume manufacturers should be made to
 indicate all/any special certification their product has been deemed compliant with. I know
 we live in a multicultural society but I wonder why we are so prepared to lay down and
 allow all other religions and races force their values on to us. It is not right. There are so
 many things not right about Halal Food certification. Please do not allow this to be forced
 upon me or my family any longer. I do not want to eat Halal Certified food. I am Christian
 and have no requirement for this and I am insulted that I am being forced to do just that.
 Please, please do the right thing for Australia and the Australian people.

Regards

Bruce  McDonald

'All that is necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men to do nothing'
Edmund Burke
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5th June 2015 
 
 
Committee Secretariat 
Senate Standing Committees on Economics 
PO Box 6100 
Parliament House 
CANBERRA ACT 2600 
 
 
By email to: economics.sen@aph.gov.au 
 
 
Dear Committee, 
 
I am a resident and citizen of Australia, with an interest in ensuring a fair and equitable society for all, 
irrespective of race, creed, colour, or gender. I have no particular affiliations to any organisation 
affected by this inquiry.  I am concerned that a number of submissions I have read to date are based 
on racial prejudice to a specific certification rather than an overall rational discussion on economic 
concerns or facts to food certifications as a whole. 
 
Submission to the Inquiry into Third Party Certification of Food 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to make a submission. My submission to the Committee addressing the 
terms of reference is below. 
 
 
The Extent of Food Certification Guarantee and Certifiers in Australia 
The current food certification guarantee is adequate, and suitably supports individuals in making an 
informed choice, based on dietary requirements and on personal beliefs, as to food suitable for their 
consumption. No government regulation of current schemes is warranted or appropriate. 
 
 
Current Labelling Requirements of Food Certification Guarantee 
The current labelling laws pertaining to food certification is more than adequate. No additional 
government regulation is warranted or appropriate pertaining to labelling requirements. 
 
 
The Need for Labelling on Products Produced by Companies that pay Certification Fees 
If a Company makes the choice to expand their potential market for their product by paying a third 
party for the right to include a logo on their product, as an indication that their product meets certain 
guarantees in manufacturing and production, in an effort to allow their consumers to make more 
informed choices about that product, then this is not something that should require more than a 
modicum of governmental oversight. Having paid for the right to include a particular logo or mark this 
should allow a manufacturer the right to then display that logo or mark in accordance with the as-
contracted agreement between the manufacturer and the licensor. 
 
Companies entering into a commercial relationship with other entities, in return for the right to include 
particular labelling elements on their product, are something into which no additional government 
regulation is warranted or appropriate. 
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Informed Purchasing Decisions 
As the current programme’s work now, any reasonable consumer has the ability to make decisions on 
consumption of a product relevant to their beliefs. For example: should a particular individual feel 
strongly about consuming Organic products, labels pronouncing a particular product’s Organic status 
are hardly difficult to spot; people who have particularly strong feelings about the avoidance of food 
certified by religious entities can always choose to consume a product not displaying the relevant 
mark or symbol. 
 
 
Certification Fees and Impacts 
Given that current certification guarantees are voluntary in nature (being as they are not currently 
required and determined by legislation), it is then a purely business decision made by the individual 
company as to whether or not to seek certification under the given programme’s.  Based on this fact, 
the companies in question have clearly made a commercially driven decision that the cost of any 
certification is outweighed by the increase of the market that will result from having the said 
certification – and that in a market with suitable competition, pricing will be taken into consideration.  
 
 
Food Certification and Export Markets 
It is clear to me that, in order to sell to particular international markets, certain certifications are 
essential to an organisation’s ability to successfully trade, with a widest range of international 
countries possible.  This is especially true for particular religious certifications. Given that, a number of 
companies have stated that “greater market share reduces product pricing”, it is highly probable that 
the banning or restricting of access to particular religious certification schemes would in fact reduce a 
company’s ability to trade successfully with particular markets, and would result in an expected 
increase, rather than a decrease, in the cost of those same goods in Australia. 
 
 
The Extent and Adequacy of Information about Certifiers 
Certification Guarantee Programme’s in Australia are presently voluntary: organisations can at their 
option choose whether or not to utilise their services, based on a rational commercial decision. These 
arrangements would naturally be, commercial-in-confidence, in the same way that many business 
dealings are: something that applies equally to the processes, fees, financial records, and any other 
related matter covered here. 
 
Australia has suitably strict controls on financial dealings – including international money movements 
– that are more than adequate to deal, specifically, with any concern about the routing of fees to 
overseas locations. 
 
 
Summary 
It is concerning to me that this inquiry is worthy of the time of our currently elected officials, 
particularly given that the tone of the inquiry is set to a level that might be seen to encourage more, 
rather than less, regulation around business dealings.  That would involve additional red tape and 
possible additional costs to the companies that may be passed to the Australian Consumer. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Pamela Krause  
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From: Steve Busch  
Sent: Friday, 5 June 2015 8:50 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal.

Regardless of whether or not halal certification funds terrorism I don't like the idea
 that the certification of halal, which means permissible under sharia law, is telling
 me that I'm allowed to use a product because Islam says so.

I would reject it if the church was doing the same thing, which it never has, and I
 hate that when I go shopping that I , a part of the 98% of our population, have to
 sift through products in order to avoid halal certified products.

Other religions do have rules for certification for products they can use but the
 followers of those other religions have to select shops to buy them.

I don't like that I have to pay to fund Islam. I don't like that I haven't been given a
 choice and I don't like that it was kept hidden from us for so long. I have done my
 own research and I know that not one single cent of that money goes to
 mainstream Australia. It goes 100% back in to the Islamic community and that's it.

 It doesn't go to building churches or non denomination youth centres. It goes only
 to Islamic community and that makes it a religious tax on non muslims in
 accordance with sharia law. Halal certification is also supposed to be to tell
 muslims what they can and can't consume but now plastic, and the vehicles and
 anything as such must be halal certified. It is also placed on cat food and even
 tampons. I'm not Islamic.I reject being told by islam that I'm allowed to buy
 something and I reject paying for that permission. We got along just fine without
 halal certification. At the very least there should be a referendum on whether or
 not we as a nation want it especially as the inquiry is chaired by an Islamist.

Steven Busch

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au
mailto:Natasha.Rusjakovski@aph.gov.au


ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 171

Submission Details: Name Withheld







ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 172

Submission Details: Ms Heather  Sanchez





SUBMISSION TO THE SENATE ENQUIRY ON FOOD CERTIFICATION SCHEMES 

 

I wish to submit this Submission as a very concerned Australian citizen mainly regarding the Halal 
Certification Scheme. 

In my youth I spent a great deal of time travelling and working around the world, especially in the 
tourist industry.   On my visits to Muslim countries, the only difference in the food they ate from 
western countries was pork.  Alcohol was also not permitted for Muslims, but it was always served 
to tourists.   Jewish people also had the same food requirement as Muslims.  Halal was never 
mentioned and Halal Certification has certainly become a new inventive idea that started to take 
place possibly circa 1980 or so to raise revenue, beginning in the United Kingdom and Europe.      

With Muslim friends we shared our meals and a prayer was said before consuming the food at the 
table.  There was never a problem with socializing together and eating together.  Whilst in Muslim 
countries and in Israel I did not consume meat due to my knowledge of the slaughtering which was 
contrary to my Christian belief and also in regards to my strong love for animals and knowledge of 
the slaughtering methods in these cultures.  It is a great sadness for me that this has become now a 
divisive issue. 

 I therefore would like to add this article written by a Muslim Academic, Dr Taj Hargey, stating his 
sentiments about this same problem in United Kingdom.     

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/debate/article-2623879/We-Muslims-appalled-sale-halal-meat-
stealth.html 

I only recently discovered the existence of Halal Certified products fairly recently and could not 
believe the amount of products that hold this Certification.   Many of these products have no meat 
or meat products in them or contain alcohol.   In fact, many are not even food products.  The 
majority are unlabelled and not displayed with signs in supermarkets, leaving consumers without 
knowledge or choice of purchase.  Shopping for food, meat and everything else, has become a 
nightmare for a senior like myself, and is truly overwhelming and unfair.   

Certified Kosher products and Certified Organic foods are clearly labelled in the supermarket and 
also have large signs in certain designated areas of the supermarket, so these are not a problem.  
The people who wish to purchase them are able to make choices easily.   Genetically modified food 
is not easily read on the labels, and if it is there, appears in writing that needs a magnifying glass to 
decipher. 

The specific matters referenced for this Enquiry are as follows: 

1. The Extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia, including, but not 
limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and 
general food safety certification schemes. 

If Halal Certification is required to give people of the Muslim faith the guidance to purchase 
products that do not have pork, pork products or alcohol in them, surely these products 
would be very clearly labelled as Halal (with designated large signs in areas where they are 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/debate/article-2623879/We-Muslims-appalled-sale-halal-meat-stealth.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/debate/article-2623879/We-Muslims-appalled-sale-halal-meat-stealth.html


displayed) so that they can find them in the supermarket.   Why would Halal Certification be 
required for milk, cheese, yoghurts, bread, breakfast cereals, chocolate, cat food, vegemite, 
toiletries, cosmetics, sanitary products and even bottled water?    

Many of these products are not labelled at all, and if they are labelled it is in difficult spots 
hidden on packaging and there are so many Halal Certifiers with different little labels that 
the average person just could not see it until further examination at home after purchasing.  
Why are there so many Certifiers operating in Australia?    Why are products that are only 
intended to be sold for the Australian domestic market all Halal Certified, irrespective of 
whether they are clearly free from meat, alcohol and in many cases are not food at all?  

Why is the labelling and display areas for Halal Certification hidden so that it is difficult for 
people of Muslim faith to find it and seems to be placed so that the 98% of us who are not of 
Muslim faith will be unable to choose not to purchase it?   

Why has this Halal Certification crept into our food supplies over a long period of time 
without the knowledge of the Australian people?   I think this is unfair and unethical.  

In regard to Kosher and Organic Certifications.  These are both displayed in clearly signed 
areas of most supermarkets and have labels on them that are clearly able to be read.   They 
are definitely placed so people wishing to purchase them can do so.   Genetically modified 
food is not easily identified or clearly labelled and should be.  Also, products that are 
packaged in Australia with products that are imported from a few different countries, should 
be labelled with the identity of those countries on it.   This is so that people can have a 
choice of whether they want to purchase imported foods grown overseas using unsafe or 
unhygienic farming methods.   (Reference here to the Sara Lee frozen berries which was 
involved in the Hep A scare recently.  Also to fruit and nuts I bought recently from a 
supermarket which had small larvae and insects inside which looked different to anything I 
had seen before.   The retailer gave me a list of countries theses were sourced from and I see 
that the product was changed and taken off the shelves after I reported it.  Are all food 
products like this that come in from overseas checked like we are all checked at the airport?)  

2. Current labelling requirements for Halal Certification Schemes 

As mentioned above, current labelling requirements for Halal Certified products is absolutely 
unsatisfactory.  I have spent hours telephoning food manufacturers to ask whether their 
product is Halal Certified.  Their responses are sometimes extremely vague.  So that has 
meant that I now have to carry lists with me every time I go shopping.  I also have an App on 
my Smartphone that is able to read barcodes which tells me which products are Halal 
Certified, are Genetically Modified or have used Animal Testing in their products.   It is 
outrageous that at my age shopping has become so very difficult and time consuming and I 
have lost my trust in the businesses I used to believe in. 

 

 

 



3. The need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees 

There should be mandatory labelling by law on all products that have Certifications, and that 
Certification large enough and placed so as to be easily seen by customers.   Halal 
Certifications should have the same signs in supermarkets in any areas where they are sold 
in order to assist people of Muslim faith to find them.  However, for the 98% of Australians 
who are not Muslim, there should not be any Halal Certifications on any foods or products 
without pork, meat, or associated animal products or alcohol in them.     

 
4. Whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make 

informed purchasing decisions 

Halal Certified products need to be totally transparent with labelling and display shelves set 
up so that all customers can make an informed decision whether to purchase or not.  At the 
moment, that is just not happening and people do not know what Halal Certified is all about.   

In the meat and delicatessen departments, there is no indication of what is halal and what is 
not.  I have had to find out which abattoirs nearby to our area supply to which supermarkets 
and have found out that unfortunately, most of the supermarkets are selling halal 
slaughtered meat and chickens.   (One young butcher employed by a large supermarket told 
me that he was working for years in a Queensland abattoir and overnight all the slaughtering 
staff were dismissed and Muslim slaughtermen replaced them, so why are constant 
references being made in the press to losing Australian jobs because in this industry 
Australians are obviously being removed when an abattoir changes to halal slaughtering).  
There is only one abattoir nearby who supplies the Woolworths supermarkets in our area 
and is not Halal slaughtered or Halal Certified.    Halal Certifications with meat pose another 
problem.  They are often with multi-level Halal Certification fees charged for each stage from 
the abattoir, processing, transportation and the retailer or restaurants to where the 
products end up being sold.   So the Halal Certification fees for meat are very high indeed 
but a nice money earner for the Certifier.  What is concerning for me is that even though 
these Certifications are being paid all the way through as halal, many times they have 
broken some halal ruling in the transportation (i.e. being transported or displayed alongside 
pork products), so when they arrive they are sold as not halal to the customer, even though 
they have been cruelly slaughtered and prayers administered which would make then 
unacceptable to many customers who are not of Muslim faith.   Due to my animal welfare 
concerns and religious beliefs, I am personally buying meat from a Certified Organic butcher 
(where meat is not halal slaughtered) and all my dairy products are locally sourced from 
farms and I only buy products that are not Halal Certified.   Also, I personally do not wish to 
pay forced donations to ANY religious organizations on my food purchases. 

In addition, there are many restaurants and takeaways who serve halal slaughtered meat or 
chicken.  I have a list of those as well, but have found that when we go out I have had to 
change my choice of menu and either eat fish or vegetarian and do not eat meat.    

 



5. Details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and the 
potential  for these to impact on prices for consumers 

These certification fees should be made fully transparent by food producers and 
manufacturers, and the increase on the bottom line for their products fully disclosed.  

6. The importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and 
returns to producers 

It is understood by most consumers that for the export market areas, especially in the meat 
export area, a Halal Certification has been imposed for business purposes.  These abattoirs 
should have CCTV cameras placed in strategic areas to find out what unnecessary suffering is 
happening with the animals.  However, I do not think that this will ever occur but it should.  
(Domestic abattoirs should be investigated as well).   However, I do not understand why so 
many abattoirs are using the halal slaughtering method for the domestic market, with no 
respect for the beliefs and concerns of a very large proportion of Australians who have been 
unaware of this practice and as they find out are clearly irritated and upset.  The fact is that 
most butchers are quite forthcoming in saying that their meat is halal.  Also many 
restaurants, clubs and takeaways will also be very upfront in saying that their meat is halal 
slaughtered.  

7. The extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers, including, 
but not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records;  and any related 
matters 

Halal Certification, in particular, is just not transparent enough.  All aspects should be fully 
transparent, the number of Certifiers made public, the fees and financial records both within 
Australia and any proceeds going offshore to Islamic Charities should be thoroughly 
investigated at the highest level.  All other related aspects should also be fully investigated 
by qualified independent investigators.   

The most important problems I have with Halal Certification are: 

(1) Freedom of choice in purchasing and clear labelling and display. 
(2) Why have our abattoirs changed radically to supply our domestic population with halal 

slaughtered animals?  This is absolutely unacceptable to me based on humane animal 
welfare reasons and religious reasons. 

(3) Why do so many products (many with no food associations whatsoever) need Halal 
Certifications?  This is puzzling and needs an explanation. 

(4) Are Halal Certifications on domestic Australian products being applied to inform Muslims on 
which goods to purchase?  If this is the reason, then they should be displayed the same as 
Kosher, Asian and Indian products are displayed.  

(5) Or are Halal Certifications being deliberately imposed on non-Muslims to raise money for a 
plethora of Certifiers and placed and labelled so that people have no choice? 

(6) Absolute transparency of where funds raised by Halal Certifications are going is very 
important and is of extreme concern to me, especially in the current climate of international 
terror and conflict taking place overseas at this time.    



 

I am hopeful that the Senate Committee fully investigate the entire process of Halal Certifications, all 
the Certifiers with investigations as to why so many are required and the where the funding is going 
throughout Australia or offshore.  If any Halal Certifications are required at all they should be 
controlled by the Australian Government.   

 

 

HEATHER SANCHEZ 
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Senate standing committee on Economics. 

Submission re: Senate enquiry into food certification schemes. 

 

A: Extent of schemes. 

The enquiry should establish the extent, content, scope & intent of all current certification practices & 
make public the necessity or otherwise of such schemes & both negative & positive impacts on the 
community as a whole & the specific consumers of the various products affected. Including investigating 
obvious certification rorting, ie, products like Tampons, cat food, paracetamol, easter eggs, needlessly 
subjected to unnecessary Halal certification. In fact any product other than Pork or alcohol can be 
rendered Halal simply by reciting a prayer over it prior to consumption, just like a Christian pre-meal 
ritual. 

B:C:D: Labelling requirements, the need for, lack of information. 

Recommendations should be considered for compulsory labelling detailing the certifications applied , & 
possibly the contact details of the certifying body. All consumers have the right to make informed 
purchasing decisions for them & their family’s benefit. It would be easier if supermarkets set up 
Halal/Kosher/GM/Organic sections for consumers ease of identification, however this measure may not 
be practical for some retailers. 

E: Details regarding certification fees paid, impacts on prices. 

More transparency is required regarding the sums involved in certification fees & to whom & where 
these funds are paid/transferred & to what aim & also duplicity of fees throughout the supply chain. 

F: Importance of food Certifications for export markets access. 

The enquiry needs to determine if indeed these certifications are necessary to export our products to 
halal/kosher destinations & what portions of our exports are really at risk from non compliance, if any. 
There have been unconfirmed reports of intimidatory practices by some certifying authorities in regard 
to export eligibility without certification, any instances of this type need to be vigorously investigated. 

G: Extent & adequacy of Information availability, Fees, Taxes, processes, records. 

Certification agents need to offer total disclosure of their income from certification fees & complete 
transactional accountability for their disbursements & taxation status, as would any other “for profit” 
enterprise, regardless of whether they were operating under the guise of a religious entity. 
 Any funding supplied by these agencies for charitable institutions or associated religions should be 
investigated fully to determine that they are registered institutions and not diverted to undesirable 
entities, organisations, destinations or endeavours. 
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4 June 2015

Senate Standing Committees of Economics

PO Box 6100

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Email : economics'sen@aPh'gov'au

Dear Members

RE: FOOD CERTIFICATION SCHEMES - DANGERS OF PREJUDICE

lwishtoenterthissubmissiontotheSenatecommitteefortheabove.

I am deeply concerned to the extent and practice of Food certification in Australia in particular relating

to organic, halal and genetically-modified food and certification schemes.

For example As an Australian I believe the practice of having food items widely undergoing 'halal

certification' an injustice and undemocratic'

I hold christian beliefs and foods that have been certified and slaughtered by'halal' lslam' methods

Are absolutely contrary and deeply offensive to my faith and my beliefs'

AIso, as an Australian living in a democratic society t absolutely and unequivocally object to having this

practice undertaken on foodstuffs that I wish to consume and purchase and feel it is being carried out

without my consent and knowledge. My choice is being taken from me and I find this alarming and

distressing. These sorts of practices only serve to fuel bigotry and prejudices and resentment in

communities'

Due to my democratic rights and own refigious faith r find this viorates my rights as a consumer and as

an Australian citizen.

Alternativelv, a large food chain could be required to have a clearly defined area set aside for ,halal

certified, products just as they do fo|. ,o,gani" products, and for ,gluten free, products within their

stores. This way if the consumer is seeking this type of labelling they can source it and purchase it

without prejudice and if the consum", i, r,-ot wanting this certification on their goods then they are

not forced to purchase this type of certified product also suffering no prejudice or offence'

This may seem simplistic but sometimes the simple way is the easiest and less offensive way to

legislate and proceed and it would serve to protect everyone's beliefs and rights in the process'

chains iust as Jewish based faiths in nearf everv countrv have 'kosher procerv and food stores'

where one who fottows the Jewish faith and eats their dietary requirements can happily do so without

it being imposed on a whole country and through every grocery chain (to give an acceptable example)



rf a rarge chain store wishes to accommodate various certifications this gives them clear guidelines on

how to do this without prejudicing any of their customers regardless of race' belief' colour gender'

r trurv berieve my rights and Austraria,s own freedoms and democratic rights need to be carefully

considered in this whore scenario of food rabeiling and certification. Again this cannot be allowed to

becomeawidespreadpracticebyfoodcompaniesbutitrequireslawsandrulestobeintroduced
whereapersonofanyfaithnon-faith,colourorgenderisn'tbeingcompromisedandtheirfreedoms
and rights being diminished whire ailowing the practice of harar certifications to exist without prejudice

in the community. some people are pushed into angry prejudice type of behaviour when they feel

theirrightsarebeingwalkedoverandnotprotectedandwheretheywouldn'tnormalobjectatall'

rf raws aren,t adopted then this nation runs the risk of deep divides and divisions up ahead as grocery

stores will start operating calling themselves 
. non halal certified, grocer etc etc and Then they could

become the target of possibre terror acts and extreme acts carried out in prejudice against them in a

countrythatshouldhavedonethingstherightwayfromthebeginningtoavoidprejudicesoccurring
in the first Place.

I also utterly object to companies being required to certify foods as 'halal' or 'organic' or non halal or

non-organic if thev do not wish to sell their product underc o':tl::':: ::l:t:::::"::::i:iffiIi::
general community if they so choose' lh

  

ialorie and nutritionalvalues acceptable also as

they applY to the whole communitY'

Yours faithfullY
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shop and consume b;s'lc eoods like food w'lthout preiudice and without cost and taxes bo
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             SUBMISSION   TO   THE   SENATE   COMMITTEE   INQUIRY   INTO   FOOD   
CERTIFICATION 

                               BY                      D.       A.       WARD.               
DATED                          JUNE   2015 

 

The certification of food has at least four sections which apply to distinct sections of the food industry. 

One is the regulatory certification required by governments of all levels to protect the health and 
wellbeing of the population. 

The second is the HACCP type certification of processors and growers,usually on a voluntary basis and 
again to protect health and wellbeing. 

The third is certification obtained on a voluntary basis, after expenditure of both time and 
money,relative to the non-use of chemicals or possibly harmful products.      This is generally refered 
to as 'organics' and the  products are again generally labeled as organic when offered for sale. 

The fourth is that of certification for religious or ideolgical purposes. 

The writer is familiar with the first three types of certification from personnal experience and is of the 
opinion that they serve the purposes for which they were designed and do not warrant an investigation 
by a Senate Committee and so are not further refered to in this submission. 

Again refering to the fourth classification that of certification for religious or ideolgical purposes it 
appears, at least in Australia, to have two main proponents; that of Judaism "Kosher" and that of Islam 
"Halal".     The similarity between these two is very great and probably arises from pre-abramic 
times; however when it comes to modern application there appears to be a wide difference.     
Kosher certification certainly exists with application forms, rules and fees but it evidently applies only 
within the Jewish community for the upholding of religious requirements.     Halal certification 
commences with the same objectives as kosher does but for the Muslim community. 

Halal then however extends itself and makes the certification part of the the Islam ideology on a world 
wide basis, even if the terms of the inquiry are limited to Australia the Committee should note the 
ramifications of such a large and financial conglomeration.       Should the organisers of the halal 
certification  have confined themselves to providing only for their religion it is doubtfull whether this 
inquiry would have been initiated,   but they did not and it is now intruding into the lives of infidels or 
kuffar like me who find it offensive. 

My family and I still purchase and use items which are halal and which are packed in some overseas 



countries where one might expect to find halal certified food.      But I do find particularly offensive 
the certification of easter eggs and easter bunnies which relate to a Christian festival and to the 
certification of items like bread and fresh milk which are never going to be exported to a Muslim 
majority country.    This is an objection which I feel can be raised in a country in which the population 
is over ninety seven percent non-Muslim and of which a goodly proportion will find it repugnant and 
difficult to reconcile with their beliefs. 

Another major objection is to the charging of fees for the certification of food eaten by the general 
populace,  my understanding is that some fees  charged by the over twenty certifiers in Australia are 
not high, whilst others such as meat works are high and of course they are all recurring and non of them 
are transparent.     Literature I have read puts the world wide income from such certification in the 
high millions of dollars  and I do tend to believe it,  money from such income, whether tax is paid or 
not, can be used anywhere and I have read that some Moslem directives are that one eighth of income 
is to be used for jihad.      I am not in a position to verify this, I doubt if any one other than the 
certifiers are, but I do know that contributing to such funds, even in small amounts is extremely 
distasteful and will be to many Australians. 

Aside from any moral or financial matters I can refer to the labeling of halal certified food, this being 
almost non-existant,  just prior to writing this submission I, again, carefully examined the packaging of 
three brands of bread which are listed as halal and could not find a halal symbol on any;  vegemite now 
has the symbol even if too small to identify and a when opening a package of Bega cheese some time 
ago the symbol was on the inner package, why not on the outer package?     If halal certification is 
good for companies finances as some have claimed to me then they should not be ashamed, as they 
appear to be, to show it. 

I only became aware of halal certification some six or seven months ago through the web site of a 
Federal politician and since then have eschewed certified products where possible even though 
alternative products cost more, are difficult to source and may not be quite suitable to my needs.        
This is simply because it is against my beliefs and I find such general certification, which is hard to avoid, 
very very offensive.     Neither do I wish to contribute to funding  an ideology which rates 
non-Muslims in disparaging terms and of which some parts at least seem intent on promoting 
themselves at the expense of others to put it mildly. 

When I first started enquiring into halal certification I was extremely disconcerted at the levels of 
ignorance, false impressions, pontification and gross stupidity to name but a few which surround this 
subject, still,  and I hope sincerely that I do not fit into anyone of these catagories.      As a result of 
this I prepared a summary of reasons why I considered halal certification on a large scale as unsuitable 
for Australia, though prepared months ago I still find it relevant and reasonable and append it to this 
submission. 

In preparing this submission I have tried to set out the position of a mature aged Australian, not too 
weighted to one position or another but who does not like, and whose whole family does not like the 
present world wide situation and its extensions occurring in Australia.    I hope I succeed. 



 

                          D.       A.        WARD.                                                               
28th     MAY,       2015. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

      HALAL      CERTIFICATION       IN        AUSTRALIA        AND         THE         
WESTERN         WORLD  

 

Whilst it appears that halal certication has been around for a number of years its existance was not 
known the majority of Australians, and possibly still is not, until towards the end of 2014 when some 
publicity appeared regarding it.        As at the least it can have some financial impact on all 
Australians and as much misinformation  appears on the internet about it this document has been 
prepared in the hope that it will help clarify the matter as seen  from the perspective of one Australian.          
In this perspective no advantage in having halal certification can be found for the general Australian 
population but various disadvantages can be found, five of these disadvantages are set out below,      
these adverse effects are most likely to exist in the western world as well as Australia. 

1.          The methods used in the halal slaughter of require the cutting of the  throats of animals 
whilst they are still living, this killing to be performed by a member of the Islam religion.       In 
Australia it is a legal requirement that the animals be temporally stunned before their throat is cut, they 
can however recover from the temporary stunning before dying;      such stunning does not take 
place in many countries.              This method is distinct from that previously used in Australia 
where the  animal was killed before being cut, and is now understood to be becoming prevelent. 

2.            Halal certification is different from the religious requirement which is that animals be 
killed in a certain fashion and that blood and certain varieties of animals not be eaten.        It is a 
the result of brainstorming by some far sighted muslin clergy that a certificate is sold to food companies,   
the certificate stating that the food products prepared by the particular company are 'halal' despite the 
fact that most of the foods that are certified do not require a religious certificate to make them 
allowable for muslims to eat.       It is understood that that this certification is being extended to 
plastics, equipment, vehicles and possibly personnel.         Companies embrace this certification 
hoping  it will increase sales,     the costs of the certification will undoubtedly be passed on to all 
consumers increasing the cost of the products and will not be borne by the companies themselves.                                       
The amounts of money received by the certifying bodies,  of which there are more than twenty,  are 
said to be large,  totalling millions of dollars world wide despite the relatively low application fees 
listed on certfiers sites.     The destinations of these monies is presently under query with 
possibilities that a reasonable  proportion of the cash is paid to militant organisations opposed to 
western interests.    

3.             This certification, where required and if required, relates to some 2% to 3% of the 
Australian population but is being applied to the other 97% to 98%  of the population, generally 
without their knowledge;    this should not be so,  should a religion based certification be made on 
foods it should be made known widely so that all persons may be aware of it.       At present very 



few of the foods that are certified carry the appropriate logos making it difficult to ascertain whether 
the food is certified or not, some companies actually put a logo on the inner packaging so that 
purchasers are unaware the product is certified until it is opened,  however most companies do not 
use the logos at all.   

4.                Queries have been raised as to why such halal certification has been introduced.           
The most benign reason known suggests that it is solely a revenue riser to meet the needs of the religion 
and to help its charities, this may seem innocent enough but in Australia why should every person 
contribute to a   religion in which they have very little, if any, interest, a proportion of the population 
may even object to making such contributions.            An extension of this reason considers the 
fact that there is very little transparency in how the large sums of money which become available are 
spent;  and that some of it may be used,  with various figures quoting that  up to one eighth of it,  
is very likely to be supporting  jihadist type organisations.                               Other 
theories suggest that a widely used certification system can be used to infiltrate the religion into the 
culture of various countries and to give a boost to the perceived prowess of the religion and its 
followers.       The extension of this theory is that the eventual aim of the certification/infiltration is 
to make it easier to introduce sharia law, either for a section of the populace or all of it.                                                                                                           

5.               Australia boasts of its multiculturism and how no minority should be adversely 
affected by other cultures or religions  yet the introduction of halal certification generally, which suits 
the muslim population works against the religious prohibitations of other religions.       The 
following extract has been copied from the Wikipedia entry on Sikh history  and culture and shows 
how halal certification does affect members of that religion:                                                                                                                         
"There are a number of religious prohibitations in Sikhism ......         Prohibited are:                                       
ix       Eating meat killed in a ritualistic manner [Kutha meat].       Sikhs are strictly prohibited 
from eating halal meat from animals slaughtered in a religiously prescribed manner  [such as dhabihah 
or shechita, known  as Kutha meat]  when the animal is killed by exsanguination via throat cutting, 
........."                                     



 

 

ADDENDUM TO SUBMISSION NO: 176 

SUBMITTED IN RESPECT OF 

THE SENATE INQUIRY INTO THE THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATION OF FOOD 

 

The Senate Committee of Inquiry into 
The Third Party Certification of Food 
Parliament House 
CANBERRA ACT 
 
 
Senators, 

 

This is an addendum to and constitutes the second part of a submission made by me, Douglas Ward,  
the first part having been received and posted by you as Submission No. 176 ('the Submission'). 

Since the lodgement of the first part of the Submission, several articles have been reported as news 
items in Australia which I consider should be highlighted as these do have a bearing on the Committee's 
deliberation into the certification of food and goods. 

BACKGROUND 

The most relevant of these appeared in the 'Australian' on 25th May, 2015 which particularized a 
meeting held in Saudi Arabia of halal certifiers from around the world. At this meeting, those attending 
considered the final disposal of money received by halal certifiers. While the article did not go on to 
specify whether any decision was reached on the disposal of these funds, it is very ironic that such a 
group of certifiers should at this type of meeting raise - let alone discuss and decide – on how such funds 
should be disposed. If the true basis of halal certification was to further religious endeavour, then surely 
the disposal of funds would have already been predetermined. This draws into the question the very 
motive of halal certification – is it truly to better religious beliefs or is it a skillful ploy disguised in 
religious fervor to simply raise money for commercial gain? 

One can't help but liken the latter to a meeting of mafia dons deliberating on how to divvy up the 
proceeds of their activities or members of a cartel with similar intent. Neither is palatable nor lawful 
under Australian law. But here some of the funds derived from halal certification  collected in Australia 
are apparently sent overseas beyond the effect of Australian law. 

I say this as a report aired on the ABC which stated a Moslem Iman had in fact confirmed that Moslem 



charitable fund receipts had indeed been sent overseas yet no further details were made available. 

By further comparison another article, again in the 'Australian' but on 27th June, 2015, dealt with the 
Heydon Royal Commission which is among other things looking into the way unions entered into 
agreements with businesses to the detriment of Australian workers. Again comparisons with food and 
goods certification in Australia can be made with the general public being likened to the workers.  

PURPOSE OF SUBMISSION 

Having outlined the background of this second part of my submission, I now turn to the purpose of this 
second part that being as a Parliamentary inquiry has been called for and is in the throes of being held, 
many people, organisations and bodies will be waiting for the publication of a report. 

Of those taking particular interest, Australian halal certifiers and other like certifiers will take as tacit 
governmental approval a report which recommends no action be taken and they will undoubtedly look 
for more inventive ways of applying religious 'taxes'. 

I appreciate though if recommendations are made to restrict such certification, the suggestion of such 
restrictions will meet condemnation from some sections of the Australian public as well as the certifiers 
and other religious leaders on the grounds the recommendations are not only racist but anti-religious. I 
see such will even be argued that any such restrictions actually offend those parts of the Australian 
Constitution dealing with religious freedom. 

Any decision reached by this Inquiry will affect some group in some way. 

Therefore I suggest a possible solution, which I hope could be taken up in some small way. 

1.     Initially the Inquiry acknowledge that the religious certification of food already exists in 
Australia but in an unregulated and non-transparent manner. Further the Inquiry feels this current 
position needs to be addressed so as to make such certification transparent to the Australian public and 
in turn more readily accepted by the majority of the Australian public. 

2.      The Inquiry should then move to call for the establishment of a regulatory body to investigate 
food certification sought by all religious bodies which following the completion of the investigation 
would make and administer regulations for the religious certification of food. Such certification would 
be strictly in accordance with the religious tenents of that religion, while prohibiting the certification of 
foods, goods etc., for monetary/in kind gain which are not a religious requirement of that religion. 

3.        The regulations would be administered by either a governmental, semi-governmental body 
or a body comprising nominated persons from each concerned religion with a governmental appointed 
chair. 

4.        All money/in kind payments received or expended would be subject to audit and the body 
to be created as referred to in item 3 above, would be self-financing with its and any associated costs 
being appropriately apportioned between each religious body seeking certification of food/goods. In this 



way the costs could be treated as a religious matter and still retain various governmental discounts and 
not be subject to normal taxation without being a cost on all Australians or being used in inappropriate 
ways. 

To conclude, I would like to thank those Parliamentarians who instigated this Inquiry without whom the 
issues of religious certification on foods and goods may not have been addressed. 

 

DOUGLAS WARD 
10-07-2015 
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From: Holly  
Sent: Friday, 5 June 2015 5:56 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third Party Certifcation on Food

Holly Snell 

June 5, 2015

Senate Standing Committee on Economics
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra, ACT  2600

Re:  Third Party Certification on Food

To Whom It May Concern:

I would like to take this opportunity to express my opinion about the halal certification
 process in Australia.  I am very much against halal certification for the following reasons:

1. Cruelty to animals by slaughtering them in an inhumane manner, causing the animal
 undue stress and pain.

2. Halal certification seems to have become a huge racket where by many are raking in
 funds for a totally unnecessary certification process and companies and manufacturers
 are being pressured into paying these fees in order to stay in business.

3. Consumers are unknowingly purchasing products that have been certified due to
 proper labeling not being a requirement by the government.  Products should be clearly
 marked so consumers know what they are buying and can make an informed choice.

It is very sad when you can’t go to your local grocery store and purchase any beef, lamb,
 chicken or dairy as you don’t know what has been halal certified and you don’t want to
 unknowingly support an organization you don’t believe in.  And these aren’t the only

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=DERMODYK
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 products effected…sauces, cereal, toothpaste, baby food, etc. are also being halal
 certified; the list is growing larger all the time!!!

Please put a stop to this halal certification process and don’t allow these organizations to
 wield this power over companies and manufacturers.  It seems like extortion is going on. 
 If you choose to allow this certification to continue in our beautiful country, at least
 require ALL companies to label ALL their products with the halal certification symbol so we
 consumers can choose to NOT buy them. 

Thank you for your time.

Holly Snell 
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From: Barry & Anne  
Sent: Friday, 5 June 2015 7:41 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Senate Inquiry Into Food Certification Schemes

Dear Sir/Madam,

By all accounts it is estimated that over 90% of Australian meat, including beef,
 lamb, chicken and fish, is “halal certified” as well as thousands of our supermarket
 products including bread, dairy, fruit and vegetables, bottled water, shampoo,
 dog-food, even chocolate Easter eggs, have been halal certified. 

The rapidly expanding halal certification industry is imposing its Islamic tax on
 farmers, industry, transportation, retailers and customers in Australia.  Halal
 certification is a multi million industry, predominantly catering for the Muslim
 population. 

In Australia, the majority of citizens are being discriminated against and have not
 been given their democratic rights or their freedom of choice. 

Our labelling standards must be clear so that consumers can make informed
 decisions in accordance with their dietary requirements and religious beliefs. 
 There are many people who choose not to consume halal products and it is wrong
 that the Government has allowed Islamic Sharia law to impose its rituals and
 religion on every Australian citizen.

According to the 2011 census, the Muslim population in Australia is around 2%. 
 Therefore, 98% are non Muslim and non halal.  Therefore this is discrimination
 against the non-Muslim population who do not want to consume food and buy
 products which have been prepared, handled, transported and prayed on in
 accordance with Islamic Sharia law. 

We strongly opposes the imposing of Sharia law in Australia, including halal
 certification while food manufacturers must ensure that their packaging/labelling
 should  clearly define halal and non-halal on all of their products products.

Yours faithfully

Barry & Anne Mulquin
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Senate Standing Committees on Economics 
PO Box 6100  
Parliament House  
Canberra  
ACT  
2600 

To Whom It May Concern: 

SENATE INQUIRY INTO FOOD CERTIFICATION SCHEMES 

On 13 May 2015, the Senate referred the following matters to the Economics 
References Committee for inquiry and report by 30 November 2015 

a. The extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but
not limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food 
and general food safety certification schemes;  

b. current labelling requirements of food certification schemes;

c. the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification
fees; 

d. whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to
make informed purchasing decisions; 

e. details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers,
and the potential for these to impact on prices for consumers; 

f. the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and
returns to producers; 

g. the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers
including, but not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and 
any related matters. 

I wish to provide the following submissions IAW the above terms of reference: 

a. I am very concerned about the different food certification schemes here in
Australia and how they impact upon the cost which is passed on to consumers. Any 
religious body that imposes a cost to certification MUST be made accountable with 
regards to the use of the funds. 

b. If a certification scheme is to be applied to food it must be clearly labelled as such
in order to give the Australian consumer all the facts about what the consumer is 
purchasing. The reasons for this are varied and include religious requirements, non 
participation in religious food, and general consumer confidence in the product they 
are buying. 

c. All products are to be labelled so as to give ALL Australians relative information
about what process the product has been through, especially products that are subject 
to religious procedures. 



d. I do not believe that the current labelling takes into account the concerns of those
who do not wish to participate in religious observance that is applied to the products 
they buy. The Australian consumer needs to have all the information in order to make 
an informed choice when purchasing the products they want. 

e. If people in Australia wish to buy food that has some form of religious observance
placed upon it then they, and only they, should have to pay for it. I have heard that 
providers have stated that when they pay for their products to be certified do not pass 
this cost onto their consumers but beg to differ. Since when is a company in the habit 
of losing money? No company is in business to provide a free lunch to any consumer 
in the form of a discount. 

f. Regardless of whether a company decides to export its product or not it must be
made to display all information regarding any religious observance that is imposed 
upon it. This is beneficial not only for the domestic market but also for the export 
market. 

g. I wish to see all those bodies that impose a religious certification fee upon a
company to be taxed in accordance with Australian tax law. Since this money paid for 
the certification fee is not a voluntary but is classed as a fee it is therefore a form of 
income and must be made to be declared as income. 

I trust that the Senate will consider these requests from a concerned Australian 
consumer. 

Thank you, 

Submitted by: 

Mark Hall 
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M.B.& D.E.Richardson 

 
 

Phone/Fax , email:  

 
 
 
Senate Standing Committee on Economics 
PO Box 6100 
Parliament House  
Canberra ACT 2600 
10/7/15 

Regarding enquiry into halal Certification schemes. 
 
 

a. The extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not limited to, schemes 
related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically modified food and general food safety certification schemes: 
The main issue to us are the halal certification schemes whereby unrecognised and unqualified individuals set 
themselves up to extort money from businesses. This is just a protection racket similar to those favoured by 
mafia and bikie gangs. 
IF certification is deemed necessary, for meat only, the simple solution is to do it through one Government 
agency, just like the Indonesian government. The government would have full control, cover their expenses, 
cost producers and the customers less and put the extortionists out of business. 
 
b&c Current labelling requirements of food certification schemes; 
All ‘certified’ products should be clearly labelled 
 

d. Whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make informed purchasing 
decisions; 
Clearly companies like Cadburys and many others avoid placing the halal logo on their products as they know 
it will detrimentally affect sales. 
 

e. Details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and the potential for these 
to impact on prices; 
Again, if the public knows that a company has paid for halal certification then the products will be avoided as 
far as possible. The impact on Cadburys has been quite marked already with staff layoffs occurring. 
 

f. The importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and returns to producers. 
 
It should be up to the exporters to charge the Muslim export market for any certification. And this should be 
restricted to meat, not cardboard containers and similar products. 
 

g. The extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including, but not limited to, 
certification processes, fees and financial records and any related matters. 
There is virtually no information provided to the public. The fact is that around 98% of the population have no 
idea what halal stands for let alone the myriad schemes and self appointed certifiers. Go into any supermarket, 
as we have done and ask an employee what products are free of halal certification and all you get is blank 
looks. ‘What is halal’? they ask. 
 
Michael & Diane Richardson. 
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From: 
Sent: Friday, 5 June 2015 10:57 PM 
To: Economics, Committee (SEN) 
Subject: Halal Certification

To The Senate Standing Committees on Economics

I do not support halal certification, I feel very strongly about this and ask that this
 certification be removed as the funds do not benefit the consumer or the Nation, it
 reduces company profits and that must reduce tax paid to our Government, these fees
 benefit only Muslims which is (currently) a small proportion of the population. I am a
 Christian and do not want my food blessed by what I believe is a false God, I am offended
 by this, nor do I want to pay money for an ideology that is violent and against my religion
 and the Western way of life. I am scarcely able to find any items on the shelf that are not
 halal certified and Most are not labeled as such in any way, a clear example is Coles peas,
 Australian grown but Halal certified Why?.  Meat sold at the butcher is marked Australian
 meat and when we ask “where does your meat come?” we find that it is halal slaughter.
 This is deceiving the consumer who do not support Certification or cruelty to animals by 
 Halal slaughter.  I am an Australian and as an Australian want to have a choice. Christians
 pray over their food before they eat and for centuries Muslims have not had this
 certification and in the absence of such food ..... are permitted to eat it. When you
 immigrate to another country you make adjustments.
Prices are already going up we don’t need additional costs passed onto us for something
 we do not support at all. Money to Islam should be by choice, Christians make donations
 in their church, I do not see Crosses being placed on food to tell us its ok to eat.  We don’t
 ask them to pay for and eat food we have blessed nor should we be forced to eat and pay
 for theirs. Why cant companies just write on the label “contains No Alcohol or Pork “and
 not have certification at all?
If companies want to say it is fit for Muslims to eat they should also be free to print that
 and not have to pay for an ideological fee to be put on.  Prayer is as individual as choice
 and Christians are having that choice taken away from them and we are actually forced
 into contributing to Islam.
I am not supporting Halal certified companies, I use the Buycott app and shop very
 carefully, when in doubt I put it back. I will only invest in the future for this country and
 my children and I see that this certification is a scam. Many of my friends feel the same
 and have got this app but some items are not listed and change so frequently we can’t
 keep up.  I try to buy Australian and support Australian only to find out the money is going
 to fund Islamic Culture. Our Government must stand now and I ask that those who can,
 will, make a difference.
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Susan Heinrich
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From: Peter Laffrey  
Sent: Saturday, 6 June 2015 11:47 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Submission - Third Party Certification of Food.

DEAR HON. REPRESENTATIVE OF THE AUSTRALIAN NATION,

Kindly consider this our Submission concerning Halal Certification.

1. Australian citizens of all nationalities & religious faiths are being subjected to
a tax by stealth through “Halal Certification”.

2. The supreme irony is that “Halal Certification” has nothing to do with the
Religious requirements of the true Muslim faith and in modern times is
nothing but a disingenuous method of collecting revenue. Refer:
 http://www.quran-islam.org/home_(P1).html

3. Even the ritual of Halal meat is deceptive let alone products like cheese, milk,
vegemite, cereals, sauce or chocolates etc. And yes; even Muslims are
unaware of this much less people who are not of the Muslim faith.

4. Australian society is a mix of many minority religious groups e.g. Buddhism,
Hinduism, Shintoism, Sikhism etc. etc. that do not demand any type of
certification.

5. “Halal Certification” of supermarket food products is a discriminatory
ideological tax or “jizya”. Almost every product on the Supermarket shelf is
covered by this “tax”.

6. The only beneficiary of this lucrative revenue stream [estimated @ AUD 13.0
million] is the Australian Federation of Islamic Councils Inc. and its
subsidiaries while genuine organisations like Legacy, Red Cross or Cancer
appeals etc. are reliant on public donations.

7. Halal Certification has been withdrawn in Sri Lanka where there are 2 million
Muslims or 9.7% of the population compared to 500,000 or 2% of the
population in Australia.

8. Food Standards Australia & NZ [FSANZ] is the official Government body that
protects the quality of the food we eat and no other form of Certification is
necessary.

9. There is no objection to Australian companies seeking Halal Certification as a
marketing tool for export to Muslim Countries.  But the associated cost must
be apportioned to the goods exported and not on products sold within

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=DERMODYK
mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
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 Australia.

THE GOVERNMENT PETITION:

v  Based on the above rationale we appeal to all the Political Representatives of
 the Australian Nation for intervention to ban any form of Religious
 Certification of products manufactured & sold in Australia.

v  There is ample precedent to Government Intervention to protect the majority
 from exploitation by vested interest groups.

Sincerely

Peter & Cynthia Laffrey    
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From: Denis Mouttet  
Sent: Saturday, 6 June 2015 11:59 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal Certification.

Dear Senator(s),

Our proud country was founded on Christian values and the vast majority of Australians,
 whether they practice their religion or not, are Christians.  The Halal tax, imposed on
 certain Australian products, falls on every Australian because the tax paid to Islamic
 communities by the producers is certainly added to the cost of the product and passed on
 to every consumer.  Can you imagine this, in reverse, in an Islamic country?

I am not in objection to exported products being Halal certified – our cattle, etc. – but I
 object strenuously to this tax in our proud country.  It is onerous, vulgar and a disgrace. 
 Do you doubt that every non-Islamic Australian is opposed to this tax? 

Denis Mouttet, 
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RE: Third party certification of food 

Dear Senators, 

I am struggling to understand the relevance or necessity of this inquiry. 

Third-party certification is a voluntary scheme entered into by Australian farmers in 

order to maximise export sales and command a price premium domestically. This 

applies whether the certification type is halal, kosher, organic, fair-trade, free-range 

or otherwise. 

There is no more justification for a Senate investigation into this than there is into 

any other kind of voluntary industry marketing scheme.  

I feel that the only explanation for spending the Senate’s valuable time on such an 

investigation is to pander to scaremongering lunatics and bigots who (ridiculously) 

believe that pre-stunned halal or kosher slaughter is any crueller than regular 

industrial farming, and that the inquiry is therefore a national embarrassment. 

Kind regards, 

John Band 
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Re: Third party certification of food. 

From:                                                                                                                                                                   
F.P.& G.J.Mckenna. 

To:                                                                                                                                                                          
Economics Committee, (SEN). 

Subject:                                                                                                                                                              
Halal Certification – Senate Enquiry Submission. 

I would like to make a submission to the enquiry about the Halal certifcation process and scam 
currently in Australia. 

Why are we as Australians being forced to pay taxes to Islamic organisations.                                    
Halal certification schemes are widely imposed on non-Muslims.It is in effect a hidden Islamic tax on 
goods and services. 

Why do businesses have to pay for a certificate to say their products are Halal?                                       
It should be the other way around. The Halal Certifiers should be paying the producers etc for the 
right to put a Halal Logo on that producers products.                                                                                     
Apply The 'User Pays' Principle.  If observant Muslims insist on special rituals and halal certification 
for their food, then Islamic community organisations should provide these services and cover the 
fees and extra expenses for our suppliers.                                                                                                                                                         
Some Muslim clerics have already spoken out against those schemes. 

Why are Australian workers being panalised because they are not Muslims? I thought jobs were 
supposed to go to Australians first.                                                                                                                                    
End Workplace Discrimination :                                                                                                                          
In many Australian abattoirs only Muslim males can now find employment as slaughterers. Non-
Muslims and women are considered haram - unclean. This is sharia law, manifest in discrimination 
on gender and religious grounds,                                                                                                                      
All products and services from halal-certified suppliers should be clearly labelled by one standard 
symbol. This way the consumer can recognise when meat, meat-based products or other products 
and services come from halal-certified sources. Australian consumers can then make a conscious 
decision. 

Cadburys have just reduced the size of 250 gram chocolates to 200/220 gram with no reduction in 
cost. This the second time they have done this sort of thing. They reduced the Freddo Frogs not long 
ago.                                                                                                                                                                             
They claim it is because of production costs. Is it actually because of the fees they are paying to Halal 
Certifiers? 

Christians and other non Islam believers are not to consume Halal products. So why is this minority 
standing over the 97% of Australians by forcing this phony tax upon us.  

F.P. & G.J. McKenna 
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From: Sealife Charters  
Sent: Saturday, 6 June 2015 5:27 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATION OF FOOD

Committee Secretariat
Senate Standing Committee on Economics
Parliament House
Canberra
ACT 2600

My Name is Craig Kennedy and I am a business man in Broome Western
 Australia.
I run a successful Charter Boat business, Sealife Charters pty ltd for over 40 years
 and we serve food to our guests on both day and extended charters. We get
 feedback from a growing number of guests now that do not wish to be served
 Halal certified food so we have made it a company policy now not to purchase
 any product with the Halal logo or certification. We as an Australian family
 strongly agree with their stand and support their actions as we ourselves now
 avoid any Halal food.We are a majority Christian country not some Middle
 Eastern country and do you ever see Christian minorities getting special
 treatment over there,no.
This impost is imposed by a 2% minority on the 98% majority and for me it does
 not make any sense at all and this Halal certification should outlawed by
 Government legislation forth with.
There a many business tacking action like mine and thousands of other
 Australians refusing to buy Halal certified food. So when we shop for the boat and
 we feed 130 passengers at a time it takes us an age to sort it out but we will
 continue to do this as this Halal certification is nothing but a underhanded food
 tax. 
This in turn will affect Australian food producers as most of what we buy now is
 foreign owned not Australian,we try whenever we can to buy Australian but there
 a precious few now that about 90% of our food purchased is from foreign owned
 companies.
It really is quite a simple issue for the Government to solve just have the balls to
 Govern for the Majority not the minority.

Craig Kennedy
Director
Sealife Charters pty ltd
Broome 6725.
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SECURE AUSTRALIA PARTY  
&  

AUSTRALIAN HALAL 
& 

  208 co-signers 
 

HALAL INQUIRY SUBMISSION 
 
I, as interim leader / founder of Secure Australia Party and Principal of Australian Halal, 
should know more than most the submitters on this matter as I have certified Halal as a 
non Muslim in which exposed many interesting matters. 
 
Whilst I call for a ban on local domestic Halal certification, I actually evidenced that 
anyone can certify as Halal or even as non Halal, and deliberately exposed that 
certification can be done at almost zero cost and without burdening companies with very 
restrictive contracts. 
Also very relevant, is section 116 of the constitution pertaining to religious observance 
and impositions, whereby 116 does not only mean a restriction on government to impose 
a religious observance or belief.  
It was designed to protect citizens from such forced impositions, this includes companies 
forcing these upon citizens. 
 
Islamics, as we have seen, have of late, created many divisive issues, many stem from 
them claiming rights under sect 116 as an alleged religion when it does not fit what 
constitutes a valid religion per the wordings of the Koran, thereby, Government may soon 
denounce Islam as a religion and thereby change this whole Halal game, so we must keep 
this in mind, as it forms one of my recommendations to Government in which will affect 
these matters if adopted. 
 
Halal, is not an item or substance, it is a mere process, it is not a belief in itself, but 
serves a belief, therefore, this is a very critical point, furthermore, it is alleged it is 
classified as permissible, however, so are all foods, therefore this permissible theme is 
irrelevant. 
 
It is established fact that Halal is a process only, and then secondary becomes a belief 
that the process should be applied, but is not compulsory as many have been deluded into 
assuming.   Firstly, it can be countered by saying two Islamic words, and secondly, as 
witnessed in supermarkets in my heavy Muslim populace suburb, that many Muslims 
were seen by myself to often buy non Halal meat in preference to Halal, just as many 
seem to smoke cigarettes but tell us it is forbidden. 
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Per sect 116 of our constitution, Myself or any citizen has a right not to recognize the 
Islamic religion and its select religious observances, inclusive of Halal or certification, 
and 116 forbids Government or its agencies etc from imposing such or legislating such 
upon the people. Government would be wrong to grant companies a right to infringe 116 
upon the people. Most companies imposing these religion alleged beliefs upon consumers 
have no legal standing to do so unless they are themselves that religion, however, 
companies are not a religion. It can not be justified on local domestic produce in which is 
not import/export, whereby businesses can part justify the latter import/exports 
 
Nobody, even Government, has to recognize certification of Halal on local domestic 
produce, but international laws and regulations make it acceptable for imports/exports 
where it can be more justified. 
I read the following article in 6 various major newspapers, of an abattoir paying an 
astounding $27,000 per month for Halal certification. 
http://www.couriermail.com.au/news/queensland/religious-levy-costs-queensland-
abattoirs-thousands-each-month/story-fnihsrf2-1226743106235 
 This without doubt showed this to be extortion, moreso as it was the reason why I setup 
AUSTRALIAN HALAL and started certifying Halal, and created a world first NON-
HALAL certification, general Halal and Islamic Halal, “a choice”. 
And evidenced, I could do it for a fixed price of $10 or even for free, the same level of 
certification as the company that paid $27,000 per month for same, however, if we add up 
all companies paying these excessive fees, it is a drain on our economy, an extortion in 
most cases, and done using several tax exempt scenarios, furthermore, the exploitation 
and tax evasion became more worrying, as not only are most certifiers a tax exempt 
entity, but their mates in the meat industry can deliberately pay excessive certification 
fees like $27,000 as they too claim it back off the taxpayers as a tax deduction, so the 
certifier gets $27,000 and the company also gets a separate return of it’s $27,000, an 
outright cash printing mechanism at huge loss to our economy and a drain on taxpayers 
via exemptions and tax deductions to entities who mostly do not qualify for such status, 
and the ACNC turning a blind eye and wrongly accepting companies who did not fit its 
application criteria. 
 
AUSTRALIAN HALAL only needed to sell a handful of certificates to evidence its case, 
then ceased doing certifications which were for a $10 donation fee to cover admin, and 
was fully legal and we made them valid indefinitely. 
As for the Islamic Halal, it is a mere procedure which any company can do or choose not 
to do regardless of religion or beliefs, therefore no need for certifications, and an 
endorsed label would easily suffice, and not force our companies into restrictive 
expensive contracts and market controls. 
 
Islam does not hold global control of procedures or processes, nor does it hold control 
over what is permissible as that decision is up to the buyer not the seller. 
 
The divisiveness caused by Halal is of massive scale as witnessed by myself and many 
thousands in my party and groups who in majorities far outnumber Islamics, whereby 

http://www.couriermail.com.au/news/queensland/religious-levy-costs-queensland-abattoirs-thousands-each-month/story-fnihsrf2-1226743106235
http://www.couriermail.com.au/news/queensland/religious-levy-costs-queensland-abattoirs-thousands-each-month/story-fnihsrf2-1226743106235
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government is to listen to the majority or wear their wrath at elections, and we see two 
huge groups in particular, one being boycott Halal Australia, with over a million 
boycotters registered and over 80,000 facebook likes, plus many more whom are not 
involved with these groups.  This should tell the inquiry a very wise factor, and my 
investigations into the boycotts show they have been extremely effective, but companies 
like Cadbury/Kraft avoid making admissions it is via the boycotts, and their sales just 
keep rapidly dropping, and people are exercising their rights to not buy, and are more 
concerned at local domestic produce, moreso how it has extended to thousands of other 
items other than meat, and also the taxation implications and also adding certification 
costs to the price of goods, particularly the aforementioned $27,000 per month will not be 
worn by the company, and that’s a huge $324,000 per year at $27,000 per month, 
therefore the inquiry will not be able to assure that the certification costs are not being 
recouped in sales.. 
 
The Federal Agriculture minister seemed anti Australian on the Halal issue and quite 
misleading, firstly, the minister without any public application process, listed a large 
group of  hearsay Halal certification authorities on the government website, merely on 
their say-so, however, as a certifier myself, I requested AUSTRALIAN HALAL be added 
to that list, and as expected, NO RESPONSE whatsoever, seemingly because he assumed 
I may not have been Muslim. 
The minister later tells the public and Government that removing certification will lose 
Australia much business, this is incorrect, as Halal trade is not that large and mostly are 
Muslim companies whom do not inject into our economy and only inject into Muslim-
only economies, and then comes an overnight doubling of meat prices when wholesale 
prices hardly jumped, the excuse was overseas demand was so high, but same week, 
many abattoirs put off staff saying there is not enough trade. 

This also needs deep investigation. 
Minister says over-demand is the cause but same day many got stood down 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-05-04/meat-processor-jbs-australia-stands-down-
hundreds-of-workers/6443464 

 
In fact, I put to this inquiry, the same I Put to the PM, that Muslims have taken over our 
meat markets and using certificate and other schemes to do so in breach of several trade 
regulations with a blind eye turned to them just like the animal stunning exemptions for 
Islamics-only in which upsets a majority of our populace. 
 

THIS IS IMPORTANT: 
I ran Halal certification in which could be done at no cost, with no restrictive contracts on 
businesses, leaving compliance upon their own undertaking/onus, and if Islamic Halal, let 
the business choose who blesses, and only regular food and safety inspectors allowed on 
site rather than radical control mobs under strict conditions. 
What I found, is local / domestic certificates had no value or effect, any citizen of any 
religion can start supplying or selling them and can even still comply to Islamic desires 
but not obligated in Australia to observe religious beliefs unless freely choose to do so 
without disadvantage. 
 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-05-04/meat-processor-jbs-australia-stands-down-hundreds-of-workers/6443464
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-05-04/meat-processor-jbs-australia-stands-down-hundreds-of-workers/6443464
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Halal certification and Halal itself, has become so extreme, that it caused my religions 
charity-not-for-profit status to be rejected when not even remotely related to such 
application, even in the rejection the ACNC called me and our party racist when this is 
not true nor is Islam a race, and the ACNC spewed out a pile of race and Halal related 
assumptions used to reject our non related application, WHICH IS UNDER 
CONSIDERATION TO SUE FOR RETRACTIONS, and I behold evidences on this in 
writing if required to be supplied,  nor did it apologize upon complaint nor retract it’s 
wording and accusations, the point being, Halal has become too controversial and 
personal, and very divisive within the business world and community. 
AUSTRALIAN HALAL had many businesses making enquiries, many said they were 
pressured by Halal reps and did not like contract controls over their business, and stated 
many public customers had told them if they go Halal they shall boycott them, and as 
evidenced, boycotts have been highly effective. Furthermore in rural towns this can cause 
big divides unduly. 
Lets take note, unlike certifying grades of actual items like seeds, gluten free etc, Halal is 
instead a procedure to a certain belief which is not mandatory and can be bypassed by a 
blessing, as witnessed by many Islamics purchasing non Halal meats and other products 
in the supermarkets. 
 
I put to this inquiry, that it is no ordinary light matter that a large majority of  Australians 
of all races and cultures, evidentially have a problem with Halal certification on local 
domestic produce, not only just many huge groups, but just one on its own has over a 
million supporters and 80,000 likes on facebook alone, and been very effective in 
boycotting some big companies, thus a disharmony created, indicating they do not 
condone companies forcing these matters upon them and is logical certification costs 
have to be recovered in prices.  Many boycotters say they miss their favorite foods but 
hold out until it is banned. It should never come to this or to such divisiveness or religion 
interventions and added costs to produce which can’t be evidenced that it does not occur. 
 
In politics, petitions over 40,000 signatures are deemed a majority matter and taken 
seriously as such, but these groups far exceed this into the millions, however, I supplied a 
petition and over 40,000 signatures to the PM and every minister, but have not even 
received one reply as obligated by their charter and accountability, why this is so, is 
called avoidance of treading on hot coals, therefore this inquiry is the first intelligent step 
towards sorting these matters out in many areas. 
 
It is, I think, quite absurd for a non Islamic country to enforce Halal certification upon it’s 
people by stealth, at a time when the biggest Islamic populace country, being Indonesia, 
saw its own Government can not even yet decide on these matters, whereby, in recent 
months, the Indonesian government rightly stated it should be in control of Halal 
certification not wayward self interest companies whom can exploit it and the religion, 
therefore, Australia is hardly qualified to ignore this important factor.  
 
Halal certification is not essential, and compliance can be done by other means, 
furthermore, it is a drain on the taxpayer because it is out of control. 
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It cannot even be justified to the taxpayer as viable, as it is their right to assume without 
counter evidence to disprove it, to assert certification costs are going onto their purchase 
prices but also a tax loss, whereby, exploitation is very open via the following situation of 
Islamics working a tax scam in unison in the following scenario. 
 

A) an abattoir, pays B) the certifier $10,000 per month in certification fees, whereby 
B) has setup to be tax exempt so the taxpayer loses out on revenue, but this then 
doubles, as A) Then claims his $10,000 certification as a business tax deduction 
per operating costs, therefore a great little scam to get large funds to certifiers 
with no cost to the payee or certifier, and with so many of these deals, this could 
get into the $billion arena, thus also a loss to govt revenue whereby if certification 
was rightly outlawed then government and its taxpayers are better off tax wise and 
store price-wise. 

 
I proved this can all be done without certification even though I certified to prove a point, 
and this can be achieved in many ways, such as, Islamics can seek companies who satisfy 
them they will voluntarily be Islamic compliant in production, and earn consent to label 
the products as Halal approved and can withdraw that approval if found to breach that 
undertaking or even be sued.  Simple as that. 
 
Also noted, is shiftiness and deception by places like Cadbury, whom via boycott 
backlash, they still pay certification but removed reference on products that they are 
Halal, so why certify if not declaring the product as Halal? 
 
 
It is a must for this inquiry to at minimum adopt the following or be seen as a whitewash: 
 
 
Demand inquiry to force disclosure of Halal fees paid 
 
Demand tax status of payers and payees 
 
Demand tax deduction statuses and figures of both 
 
Determine how many times an item is Halal taxed from its origin, to delivery, to 
wholesale, to inspection, and in the stores, when items can only be taxed once 
 
Determine if certification costs are a tax which is later converted and diverted to 
charities 
 
determine if a) pays b) $10,000 per year certification fee to b) is that tax exempt and 
is a) able to claim it as a business tax deduction so one makes $10,000 and taxpayer 
pays the other $10,000 making taxpayers out of pocket. 
 
Determine if certifier funds get distributed to Muslim-only causes, request audit of 
certifier books 
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I think we also need to address how the transport, delivery, & packaging etc all have to be 
certified and raking in huge dollars from our economy. 
 
This article by a Muslim meat trader disputing our current Halal system has some grave 
relevance to these matters 
http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/news/nsw/islamic-community-leader-jamal-rifi-has-
called-on-halal-certification-groups-to-fund-deradicalisation-programs/story-fnpn118l-
1227378785140 
 
This holds two conflicting points of view, the first being, he states the certification 
entities are not proper, but then in contrast opens another admission that the certification 
aim is to fund Muslims ONLY and no others. 
 
Passage quotes: 

1) Ahmed Fettayleh's family has owned a butchery in Punchbowl for more than 20 years. 
He says he is happy to pay fees for halal certification but he'd also be happy for greater 
transparency.  

• Halal certifiers listed as charities and claiming tax breaks 
• Financial statements reveal organisations make large profits 
• Community leader Jamal Rifi suggests they fund support programs 

PROMINENT Islamic community leader Jamal Rifi has called on halal certifiers — 
some collecting millions of dollars a year — to help fund the deradicalisation of 
young Muslims, including the children of notorious terrorist Khaled Sharrouf.  

Dr Rifi said revenue collected by Halal certifiers belonged to the “Muslim 
community”. 

END QUOTE 

This raises charities, however, their criteria does not fit Not-for-profit charity status 
application criteria, whereby my application did but rejected outlandishly by being called 
racist by the ACNC when Halal had nothing to do with our not-for-profit ACNC 
application, and this discrimination has stopped us running our charity elements to help 
the needy by forcing any donations to be classified as income. Furthermore, the words of 
the ACNC to me, clearly accuses this inquiry of being racist also in the terms they used.  
 
The ACNC illegally imposed a religious belief upon myself and religion and actioned it, 
thereby in breach of 116. 
 
It raises and concurs with me that auditing and payment transparency is of grave concern 
and open to abuse and evasions 
 
The above article admits all funds are for the Muslim community only. 

http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/news/nsw/islamic-community-leader-jamal-rifi-has-called-on-halal-certification-groups-to-fund-deradicalisation-programs/story-fnpn118l-1227378785140
http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/news/nsw/islamic-community-leader-jamal-rifi-has-called-on-halal-certification-groups-to-fund-deradicalisation-programs/story-fnpn118l-1227378785140
http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/news/nsw/islamic-community-leader-jamal-rifi-has-called-on-halal-certification-groups-to-fund-deradicalisation-programs/story-fnpn118l-1227378785140
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Funding Muslim-only schools for example, is not a charity act, in fact most are very 
oddly funded by Government and the taxpayers whom are forbidden to enroll in them. 
 
Why would non Muslim taxpayers wish to pay a Halal price recoup to fund Muslims-
only,  And, is this not really a Muslim tax in which adds to the zakat tax and others?  
 
Therefore, he is right to suggest they all be audited and transparent, and Government has 
obligations to do so on behalf of all taxpayers. 
 
Who are all these self proclaimed Authorities and councils? Where is their legislated 
validation of being the Authority type they claim to be? Is this not misleading? 
 
So tomorrow I can create a public name as HALAL GOVENOR of Australia. 
These entities need legitimacy or shall be misleading to the public. 
 
Further quotes from Mr Rifi as follows: 

The Supreme Islamic Council of Halal Meat in Australia (SICHMA), which has a 
partnership with Coles, and Australian Federation of Islamic Council (AFIC) each 
collect close to $1 million per year from Halal operations.  As listed charities, both are 
eligible to receive GST concessions, income tax exemptions and the FBT rebate.  
SICHMA received more than $1.5 million last year from certification income and Halal 
audits, adding to assets worth more than $1.5 million.  AFIC, rebranded as Muslims 
Australia, has registered steady growth in halal revenue, collecting more than $860,000 
according to its 2012 financial statements.   The organisation, founded in 1964, collected 
a further $5.5 million from management fees, rental income and other revenue streams. 

END QUOTE 

A partnership with Coles?  Very likely a breach of the trade practices Act in several 
areas.    What exactly is this alleged partnership we ask this inquiry to determine? 

Coles collects over $1 million per year in Halal operations? What are these 
operations? Please identify them in findings. 

Why so many double dipping tax deductions and concessions / exemptions? 

A final quote from that article: 

AFIC and SICHMA did not respond to questions about their Halal operations and charity 
status. according to the ACNC register, SICHMA and AFIC revenue is put towards 
assisting refugees, the Islamic community and youth, ethnic groups and natural disasters. 

END QUOTE 
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Hiding their status?  And the ACNC who rejected our more valid charity not for profit 
application as an actual religion, instead accepts a non religion body certification group, a 
group who the ACNC have not audited on what it alleges above.  In fact, my 
investigations showed they did not even fit ACNC application acceptance criteria. 

We need evidences of charity funds distributed rather than just take someone’s word, as 
this could be huge tax evasion and huge tax deduction fraud upon the taxpayers. 

It was pointed out via Muslim council website declaration information’s circulating 
public, which listed some organizations on international terror suspect lists as charity 
recipients in which seemed to anger many people who read these materials, but it seems 
the ACNC does not wish to validate this. 

I am the leader of a religion named Disciples, and can assure everyone, that if tomorrow I 
setup a certification on meat and all supermarket produce, then Halal issues shows 
nothing can stop me from doing so, and can name it a disciple belief tax of gods 
command rather than Halal tax. 

What if I HAVE JUST DONE THIS, how would it affect this inquiry?  Why would my 
religion and beliefs be rejected? Why would I get tax exemptions on profits?  What if 30 
others start doing the same guise? How would the recoup imposition on shelf prices be of 
benefit to the consumer? 

Do not be surprised if I create this difficulty just how I started certifying Halal, so please 
consider this scenario as if in progress already. 

We see the main certification Authority Chief in public calling many people racist bigots, 
he is suing Q-society for similar remarks to his own, is this what people need to see from 
Halal? 

Who is he ? officially ? as the structure seems like this 

1. Muslim council leader / distributor of it all 
2. certificate authority man is their collector 
3. certifiers feed no2 whom feeds no1 
4. companies pay certification fees that get passed to 3, 2 and 1 then elsewhere to 

Muslims-only, much admitted goes overseas out of our economy 

Each level seems to have tax deductibility, triple dipping on the tax purse is this not 
correct? 

4 pays $20,000 then claims it as a business deduction 

3 receives it, and claims it as exempt and deduction after its passed on to no 2 who 
duplicates this exemption / deduction by passing most onto no1, whereby NO1 duplicates 
this using the same methods of allegedly passing it onto another charity source. 
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A charity passing to charity to charity is free money printing of taxpayer exemptions and 
deduction claims. 

The Inquiry needs to clarify this and many things to submitters so as they can re-submit 
on the full story not the blinded one. 

The easy solution is to ban certification on all local domestic produce and only allow it 
on import/exports. 

Another important incident was the Jihad threats on Cadbury for breaching Halal rules, a 
very real threat that went very public, do we want this? Likewise Lindt café may have 
been a similar result that no longer can be determined, as it had just stopped certification, 
is across the road from head certifier office, and controversial reports that the certifier 
chief was in the area at the time of the siege then after admissions later denied it and he 
went missing overseas from that day. So, are threats to companies protected? 

Many Muslims are saying the certification is out of control, causing divisiveness amongst 
them and ran by greedy power players, and there is much that seems to support their 
concerns, therefore, people involved in the scheme hold a conflict of self-interest in their 
submissions.  One in which I read already submitted here was astounding in fact and 
simply a cheek of submitting for extra funding and exemptions. 

Overseas was more Halal controversy as well as here in regards to food in schools, 
hospitals and prisons, a NSW prison was recently sued for not supplying Halal, but until 
now our usual systems were acceptable to Islamics. Does Australia and the world need 
these divisions? What are the ongoing implications on this and leaving our people and 
governments open to be sued? 

Some countries recently banned Halal in schools etc to stop these problems. 

HALAL WARS AND TERROR ACTS? 

Investigations show that Islamics now control our meat trade, moreso for import/exports 
and the Chinese have strict rules on Islamics, virtually forbid them, therefore, what if this 
article becomes a reality of China taking over a big production slice of our meat industry? 

http://farmlandgrab.org/post/view/24863-chinese-investor-plans-to-spend-100m-on-beef 

“Australian Financial Review | 4 May 2015 
 
Chinese investor plans to spend $100m on beef 

One of China’s largest beef producers is looking to buy up to $100 million worth of cattle 
property in Australia over the next 12 months 

http://farmlandgrab.org/post/view/24863-chinese-investor-plans-to-spend-100m-on-beef
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As Chinese will never accept Halal certification or stand-over tactics, but this is a very 
real future consideration, and what if china wants to exploit our religion tax exemptions 
and claim production as exempt/deductions under Buddhism rules ? Where does it all 
stop?  

Please read what Saudi Sheikh Mohammed al-Jazlani’s former judge told Al Arabiya  

http://www.albawaba.com/editorchoice/halal-food-muslim-462768 

All food, except meat, that is cooked or prepared by non-Muslims is “halal” (permissible) 
for Muslim to eat, a Saudi Sheikh and former judge told Al Arabiya in an interview 
Wednesday.  
 
Sheikh Mohammed al-Jazlani’s statement came after another religious scholar, Sheikh 
Abdullah Al-Manie who is member of Saudi Arabia’s Council of Senior Religious 
Scholars, issued an edict banning food prepared by foreign non-Muslim maids 
working in Saudi Arabia. . 
 
“Muslims are allowed to eat food prepared or cooked without prayers… and this is 
agreed on by Muslims scholars,” Sheikh Jazlani told Al Arabiya. 
 
He stressed however, that Muslims should be careful not to eat in dishes previously used 
for serving pork or alcohol.  
Sheikh Manie had called for recruiting less non-Muslim maids from abroad. He urged 
immigration agencies to be more selective in their recruits. He said maids from non-
monotheistic religions should only be hired to do non-cooking jobs such as cleaning. 
“Do your own cooking and eat whatever you like. You have nothing to do with non-
Muslim maids and those who are of non-monotheistic religions, because they are 
pagans,” Sheikh Manie said in his Fatwa.  
 
When asked about Muslims eating at restaurants, he said: “do not ask or be suspicious 
about it except if you were told that the workers in the restaurant were Buddhist; 
only then, it will be a sin if you buy food from there.” 

END QUOTES 

Take note also of Buddhism statement 

What if Christians etc request the same ban on Islamic food and preparations and 
migration restrictions? 

What if a recall placed on Cadbury like the following occurs where the issue does not 
affect non Muslim consumers, why a total recall when no health regulation was breached, 
or do we stupidly spend a fortune to warn Muslims only of the discovery. But this article 
raises far more: 

http://www.albawaba.com/editorchoice/halal-food-muslim-462768
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Halal
http://www.albawaba.com/news/behead-saudi-arabia--462616
http://www.albawaba.com/news/behead-saudi-arabia--462616
http://www.albawaba.com/news/behead-saudi-arabia--462616
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http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2640423/Jihad-declared-Cadbury-Malaysian-
Muslims-upset-confectionery-giant-two-batches-chocolate-ended-pork-DNA.html 

It raises possible reprisals like some suspect on Lindt after withdrawing certification, and 
just like the aforesaid article, at the time, many radicals made calls to blow up or attack 
Cadbury, is this what we want here, or deliberately sabotage food to force a costly recall 
whereby hard to evidence if deliberate or innocent, see too, Kraft recall etc,  

http://www.independent.co.uk/news/business/news/kraft-cadbury-and-kelloggs-in-total-
recall-how-pulling-a-product-affects-business-10120090.html 

Do we want a repeat of the old fruit supplier wars etc? Are we protecting our companies 
from fear tactics commonly used by Islamic radicals? Such as, Charlie massacre to instill 
fear in media not to knock them, suing radio announcer or Q-society to scare others not to 
knock them, product recalls or odd acts on companies that breach certification or cease to 
certify, in order to scare others from doing same. Threats on our parliament house and to 
behead the queen uncovered, designed to instill fear in politicians not to scrutinize 
Islamics. 

When such things are left to flourish, they grow into uncontrollable levels, whereby we 
can stem this early.  It is not to say general Muslims make these threats etc, as that wont 
stop radicals targeting such people or companies, this issue has nothing to do with general 
Muslims but is to do with a radical Halal Industry and those whom back them, 
furthermore, some of these matters can occur in non Muslim produce matters. 

All these situations either have occurred or can easily occur from any threatening 
company or organization. We must safeguard this. 

 

HALAL IN DECLINE, COMPANIES DROP IT AS BEING TOO BURDENSOME 

http://speisa.com/modules/articles/index.php/item.808/norwegian-slaughterhouses-stops-
producing-halal-food.html 

Let’s not assume this won’t happen here, as it is extremely likely between the burden and 
certification fees and public divide / boycotts. 

DO WE WANT ALL THE TENS OF THOUSANDS OF VARIOUS PRODUCTS 
CERTIFED TO RESTRICT OUR PEOPLE ON JOBS? 

THIS IS THE ISLAMIC PLAN TO DO SO AND DECIDED AT GLOBAL HALAL 
MEETING RECENTLY 

http://www.worldhalalcouncil.com/ 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2640423/Jihad-declared-Cadbury-Malaysian-Muslims-upset-confectionery-giant-two-batches-chocolate-ended-pork-DNA.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2640423/Jihad-declared-Cadbury-Malaysian-Muslims-upset-confectionery-giant-two-batches-chocolate-ended-pork-DNA.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/business/news/kraft-cadbury-and-kelloggs-in-total-recall-how-pulling-a-product-affects-business-10120090.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/business/news/kraft-cadbury-and-kelloggs-in-total-recall-how-pulling-a-product-affects-business-10120090.html
http://speisa.com/modules/articles/index.php/item.808/norwegian-slaughterhouses-stops-producing-halal-food.html
http://speisa.com/modules/articles/index.php/item.808/norwegian-slaughterhouses-stops-producing-halal-food.html
http://www.worldhalalcouncil.com/
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It stated, No non Muslims to be involved in production of anything Halal, need I say 
more. 

CONCLUSION / SUGGESTED OUTCOMES: 

First round submissions to be investigated and results of investigations or restrictions fed 
back to submitters so as a more aware starting point exists. 

A second round of submissions should occur to be based upon the initial inquiry 
discoveries and answers received. 

This round, I request the inquiry consider, investigate and seek answers on the following 
and feed the answers etc back to submitters to again re-submit upon. 

Has Halal and its certification become divisive between Muslims and non Muslims, and, 
Muslims and Muslims? And why? 

• Is Halal, is an item or substance, or, is it a mere process 
• Does section 116 of the constitution forbid this religious observance being 

forced upon the people? 
• Is an abattoir paying an astounding $27,000 per month for Halal certification 

classified as reasonable 
• Is an abattoir paying an astounding $27,000 per month for Halal certification 

likely to pass that cost on to the next level towards purchase price? 
• Can the inquiry factually assure people that certification costs are not added 

to produce prices beyond doubt? 
• Does Islam hold global control of procedures or processes, or control over 

what is permissible in regards to items and food? 
• Please discover and inform on the taxation scenario below: 

1. Muslim council leader / distribuitor of it all 
2. certificate authority man is their collector 
3. certifiers feed no2 whom feeds no1  
4. companies pay certification fees 

Each level seems to have tax deductibility triple dipping on the tax purse, is this not 
correct? 

4 pays $20,000 then claims it as a business deduction 

3 receives it, and claims it as exempt and deduction after its passed on to no 2 who 
duplicates this exemption / deduction by passing most onto no1, whereby NO1 
duplicates this using the same methods of allegedly passing it onto another charity 
source. 
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A charity passing to charity to charity is free money printing of taxpayer 
exemptions and deduction claims. 

The Inquiry needs to clarify this and many things to submitters so as they can re-
submit on the full story not the blinded one. 

REQUESTS UPON THE INQUIRY 

Demand inquiry to force disclosure of Halal fees paid 
 
Demand tax status of payers and payees 
 
Demand tax deduction statuses and figures of both 
 
Determine how many times an item is Halal taxed from its origin, to delivery, to 
wholesale, to inspection, and in the stores, when items can only be taxed once 
 
Determine if certification costs are a tax which is later converted and diverted to 
charities 
 
determine if a) pays b) $10,000 per year certification fee to b) is that tax exempt and 
is a) able to claim it as a business tax deduction so one makes $10,000 and taxpayer 
pays the other $10,000 making taxpayers out of pocket. 
 
Determine if certifier funds get distributed to Muslim-only causes. 
 
Request audit of certifier books 

• Investigate ACNC granting of not for profit charity status when criteria has 
not been met, and also if it is failing its investigation obligations, and 
investigate ACNC religion discrimination on Halal matters in which I can 
supply evidences upon request.  

============================================================ 

This submission has been public for co-signee’s from our membership and 
groups of several thousand people whom await this Inquiries investigation and 
outcomes.  

Sincerely 

Brian Woods Secure Australia Party leader/founder & principal of 
AUSTRALIAN HALAL and mutual signatories below. 
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ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 188

Submission Details: Mr J Cannon





From:
Sent: Sunday, 7 June 2015 9:46 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: halal Certification of food

Dear Sir/Madam,
I do not belive that we as Australians should be paying for halal Certification for less than
 2% of the population within Australian.
Can you tell me where this money goes to and what it is used for?
Why do we as Australians have to pay a Religious tax on our food when 98% of us do not
 belive in Islam at all?
Please take this tax off our food.
e.g. Vegimite is made form the used yeast from making beer, alcohol and any part of
 alcohol is not allowed in Islam so why is Vegimite halal certified ???????????

Your J. Cannon

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au
mailto:Natasha.Rusjakovski@aph.gov.au
http://www.incredimail.com/?id=621159&did=10501&ppd=2820,201206281812,9,1,92549201804073160&rui=159725232&app_test_id=0&sd=20150607
http://www.incredimail.com/?id=621159&did=10501&ppd=2820,201206281812,9,1,92549201804073160&rui=159725232&app_test_id=0&sd=20150607
http://www.incredimail.com/?id=621159&did=10501&ppd=2820,201206281812,9,1,92549201804073160&rui=159725232&app_test_id=0&sd=20150607
http://www.incredimail.com/?id=621159&did=10501&ppd=2820,201206281812,9,1,92549201804073160&rui=159725232&app_test_id=0&sd=20150607


ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 189

Submission Details: Mr John Gibbon





From: John Gibbon  
Sent: Sunday, 7 June 2015 1:33 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal Certification and other certifications fee's.

Dear Sirs,

My family and my self wish to protest against Halal and other certifications fee's

It is inconsistent for Australia, a secular country, to permit a costly imposition on food producers and/or
 manufacturers that benefit those of minority religious persuasions to the detriment of the majority of the
 Australian community.

All items that attract Halal or any other certification fee's should be clearly marked as such to enable the public
 to make an informed decision as to whether they wish to financially contribute to the organizations that benefit
 from these certification fee's.

How does the Australian Tax Department monitor certification fee's paid by food producers and/or
 manufactures that benefit religious not for profit religious entities or other organizations to see that they
 comply with relevant tax laws in the disbursement of these vast sums obtained through certification.

Any extra costs and fee's associated any type of certification should be born by those requiring the
 certification according to the 'user pays' principle and not imposed on the Australian public.

There is also an impact on employment for those not of the Islamic faith in obtaining employment in abattoirs
 this is not consistent with equal opportunities for all Australian workers.

Yours sincerely,

John William Duff Gibbon and family.

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au
mailto:Natasha.Rusjakovski@aph.gov.au


ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 190

Submission Details: Ms Maida Baldwin





From: Maida Baldwin  
Sent: Sunday, 7 June 2015 4:14 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Senate Standing Committees on Economics

7 Jun 2015

Senate Enquiry into Food Certification Schemes

Dear Sirs,

I would like to submit my comments for consideration by the Committee.  They relate only to
 Halal Certification.

I will only buy non halal certified items, where it can be ascertained, because I will not contribute
 to the Zakat fund, and I believe that to be my choice.  As you are probably aware the Zakat  is
 one of the five pillars of Islam - that is the collection, (of which Halal certification fees are a part
 ), payment, and distribution.  The distribution of moneys collected, is determined in this way,
 and paid to:

(1)    Zakat collectors
(2)    Poor Muslims
(3)    To attract the hearts of those considering conversion to Islam
(4)    Islamic clergy
(5)    Those fighting for Islamic causes (another interpretation is “those fighting for Allah’s cause”,

 or another “Fi Sabeelillah – in jihaad”)
The  Koran promises “fires of hell”  to Muslims who do not comply and we must not
 underestimate the importance the Zakat has for them.

The other reason that I will only buy non halal certified products is that while the Koran
 dictates that haram or forbidden foods are “blood, carrion (animals which have died
 naturally, or been strangled, or killed by blunt instrument) and flesh of the swine (and
 alcohol) there is a stunning array of items in supermarkets which have bought halal
 certification with no apparent need to do so eg breakfast cereals, milk, sugar, bread etc etc 
 ….and I understand that some of these companies do not display the halal stamp. (Also
 please keep in mind in your considerations that all processed foods in our shops require a
 table of contents and proportions to be included on the label so that everyone can be
 aware of the contents.)  Most food is naturally halal, and nobody knows better than a
 Muslim, what a Muslim may eat.  Most  Australians that I have spoken to, who resent halal
 certification and all that it represents,  have very little knowledge of the facts in these
 matters and I have friends who happily buy halal certified also  with very little knowledge of
 the facts.

I respect the concerns of Muslims in reference to meat slaughter, however it seems strange
 that the majority of us are running about trying to find a non halal butcher, and halal meat

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au
mailto:Natasha.Rusjakovski@aph.gov.au


 apparently is available in every supermarket.   I also respect the need to obtain halal
 certification for meat to be exported to Muslim countries.

I  therefore submit:

· Companies that pay certification fees should label their products accordingly, so as
not to deceive.

· Australians should be educated about halal and haram foods so they can make
educated purchasing decisions and be alert to fraud.

· Details concerning certification fees paid by Australian companies should be made
available and the extent to which it impacts on fees paid by customers for the
products.

· All information regarding halal certifiers processes, fees and financial records and all
related matters to be regularly audited and reported to the Australian people.

· Ascertain why some corporations have found it necessary to obtain halal
certification for their  food products when it is clearly quite unnecessary to do so.

· Investigate the meat slaughter industry and the impact it has had on the
employment of Australians who are not Muslim in that occupation, to establish
there has been no discrimination based on religion and gender.

Thank you,

Maida Baldwin
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From: Hugh Scrine  
Sent: Sunday, 7 June 2015 7:06 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Senate Enquiry into Food Certification Schemes.

The Chairman
Senate Standing Committees on economics
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600

Dear Sir

Senate Enquiry into Food Certification Schemes.

Please accept the following submission for your enquiry.

I strongly object to having my food prices increased due to costs involved
 in satisfying the requirements of a religious group – of any sort – by
 requiring that the food supplier pays for certification to advertise this fact.

If religious people ( I am an atheist) wish their followers to be advised of
 religious considerations regarding a food I believe it is their responsibility
 to provide some sort of information booklet to be made available to the
 followers not insist that this cost be levied on all and sundry – by
 increasing the food suppliers production costs - most of whom like me
 are not interested in their special religious views on food suitability. In
 other words..”let the user pay”.

I understand that in Canada, where schemes of food certification have
 been sold, it was discovered that some of the funds derived were sent
 by devious money routes to Middle Eastern militants who were fighting
 and killing Australian soldiers. I do not want the risk of my money being
 used to support this treachery.

I believe also that “certification schemes” like the halal schemes for
 Muslims can cause smaller traders who are not involved in religious
 commerce, to be forced out of business.
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I also object strongly to the fact that Australian abattoirs have now
 appear to have been caught up in certification issues with the result that
 I am being forced to buy meat that has been ritually killed. I am not
 interested in other peoples religious preferences. The only authorities in
 Australia that should have authority over meat production in my opinion
 should be RSPCA and the Health Dept. I did not emigrate to Australia to
 have my meat choices being dictated by Middle Eastern religious
 fanatics. Religious people who want special killing methods ( subject to
 RSPCA approval) should do their own killing not force their methods on
 the public in general.

Finally if food has been tampered with in any way – such as GM Foods –
 Kosher – Islamic halal, I ask that this be advised on the label so that I
 can avoid support for this nonsense by not buying the food, not hidden
 from the consumer as is the case at present.

Thank you.

Mr Hugh Scrine
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From: Ian Kilminster  
Sent: Monday, 8 June 2015 8:46 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: undefined

Senate Standing Committees on Economics
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600

,
Thank you Senators for allowing submissions on this important subject

Certification for foods is acceptable for religious reasons, but the charging
 of fees should be illegal.
This should apply to all religions.

Blessings

Ian Kilminster 
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From: Dan Russell 
Sent: Monday, 8 June 2015 8:52 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Submission To Third Party Certification Of Food Enquiry

I wish to make this submission to the Parliamentary Enquiry into Third party certification
 of food. Firstly, I agree that all religions should be allowed to practise their beliefs
 unhindered, with one proviso – “That these beliefs do not impinge on or affect other
 religions or people who are not religious.” In the case of Halal certification as it is
 currently practised in Australia there are a number of issues with which I and a growing
 number of Australians, strongly disagree. To a growing degree, Halal certification is now
 affecting the 98% of Australians who are not Muslim, as we are being forced to pay the
 Halal tax, or Jizya.   Millions of dollars are raised annually, here in Australia, by the many
 and various Islamic bodies that have set themselves up, to charge exorbitant fees for Halal
 certification. These fees are being used to fund Mosques, Islamic Schools and Charities,
 some of which are fron ts for sending money to support Jihadist groups. Well I, and many
 Australians are waking up to this and we refuse to finance our own demise. More and
 more Halal certified products no longer show the Halal label, so we the 98% are not able
 to avoid purchasing these products. This indicates that this is not a marketing ploy but
 rather that companies are being pressured to pay these fees for certification, or risk a
 backlash. The Halal industry in now operating in every industry, with the latest being
 bottled water. Water from a local spring here in Australia is now paying a fee to be
 certified Halal. This is proof of the rort that is Halal certification in 2015. When it was
 introduced many years ago, it applied only to the way that meat is slaughtered. It has now
 spread to all aspects of our lives. I ask that the whole Halal certification industry be
 investigated and a new Government managed system be introduced. Otherwise, I fear this 
 ; process, which is a part of Sharia Law will grow and grow, until Islam achieves its long
 term goal and that is to occupy each and every western country and create one global
 Caliphate.

Regards, 
Dan Russell.
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Jessica Collins

8 June 2015 

Senate Economics References Committee 
Re: Third Party Certification of  Food  

Thank you for the opportunity to make a submission. 

This submission largely relates to the terms of  reference (f) and (g) as well as related 
matters regarding this inquiry.  

(1) It appears to me very unlikely that the growing use of  halal certification has any 
connection with people trying to impose their religion on others or to gain funding for 
terrorist activities. Rather, it is highly likely it is driven by an entirely separate group -
producers trying to market their goods to appeal to a broader range of  consumers in 
order to grow their profit and/or remain competitive both locally and globally. 

(2) Increasingly, products are being labelled as 'gluten free'. This is excellent 
information for those with Coeliac disease. But producers also appear to be doing so 
for the same marketing reasons they terms 'healthy', 'light' or 'permeate-free', which is 
to entice our irrational selves into thinking we are making a better choice over a 
competitors product. Potentially, this is also why producers are getting items such as 
water and pet food certified as 'halal', (as well as 'gluten free'). 

(3) Anything that sounds like a conspiracy theory is probably not a good basis for a 
senate inquiry. I think there are other more worthy economic matters for investigation 
and I find it disappointing that resources are being wasted on this topic. It goes to the 
heart of  the problem of  Australian politics at the moment. Politicians (of  all political 
persuasions) are too often focused issues of  lessor consequence or importance.  

Sincerely, 

Jessica Collins 
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From: John & Carol Richter  
Sent: Tuesday, 9 June 2015 8:39 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal certification

Senator Joyce

I totally agree that this tax is unjust and needs to be outlawed immediately.

1. It is perfectly reasonable for Australian Manufacturers to seek Halal
Certification if necessary for products exported to Islamic countries. But this
cost should NOT be imposed/amortised on goods sold WITHIN Australia.

2. Food Standards Australia & NZ [FSANZ] is the official Government body that
protects the quality of the food we eat and no other form of Certification is
necessary.

3. Any form of religious based certification imposed by a minority [2%] on the
majority is unjust.

4. The only beneficiary of this lucrative revenue stream is the Australian
Federation of Islamic Councils Inc. and its subsidiaries while genuine
organisations like Legacy, Red Cross or Cancer appeals etc. are reliant on
public donations.

5. Australian society is a mix of many minority religious groups e.g. Buddhism,
Hinduism, Shintoism, Sikhism etc. etc. that do not demand any type of
religious certification.

6. Based on the above rationale we appeal to all the Political Representatives of
the Australian Nation for intervention to ban any form of Religious
Certification of products manufactured & sold in Australia.

7. There is ample precedent to Government Intervention to protect the majority
from exploitation by vested interest groups.

John Richter
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From: David Appleby  
Sent: Friday, 5 June 2015 7:04 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Food certification. with addendum

Dear Senators

Food certification is an unnecessary.

1. The heart tick, explained in the Telegraph, September 25, 2011. ref
http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/the-tick-that-broke-heart-of-foundation/story-

e6freuy9-1226145340644
2. Religious certification. We are supposed to be a secular society. Why is there this type of

certification at all.
a. Slaughter. I do not want any mumbo jumbo displayed over my meat. By practicing

one or two different religious beliefs over animals to be slaughtered, there is no
consideration for the other 20 religious groups within the country, let alone the
atheists. Does not the government or state governments have their own set of
animal welfare and health regulations? Employment within this industry is now
restricted to someone of a certain religious belief. Is this not discriminatory?

b. Everyday grocery purchases. Within the supermarket, products are increasingly
becoming certified by Islamic groups. Brands such as Kraft, Cadbury and Nestle
which are worldwide are certifying products. Coon cheese was also certified but was
only noted after the package was opened and the symbol was displayed there.
Vegemite, an acquired taste of Australians for many years, hated by almost the rest
of the world is certified Halal and Kosher. I would guarantee that this product
services less than 1% of these two religious groups of alone.

c. Pricing. Irrespective of the cost per unit, if I add my shopping cart up over a 12
month period, without taking into account the religious certification, let me say I
spend $50 a year, at the minimum towards the religious certification. That is directly
against my beliefs. Multiply it by 1 million households.

d. There was no religious certification 50 years ago, did these groups starve then? No,
they must have had another method of ensuring their food was Halal or Kosher. If
there is a necessity, there is a market for specialty stores catering for these markets.

e. By some research of the Quran. Everything is Halal (permitted), unless it is Haram
(not permitted) and if the consumer is not sure, all they need do is offer a prayer
over their meal. I am not sure of the Torah however, as previously mentioned in 2.d.
what did those that practiced Judaism do then?

f. The levels of certification. Manufacturer, wholesaler, distribution centre, retailer.
One would assume if I purchased chicken for instance, from a distribution centre
that was certified, then I could say I am selling certified chicken, however, this is not
the case. Not only do I have to be certified, the whole chain needs to be certified.
We also have to look at the hypocrisy involved. Woolworths for instance has stores
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 all over Australia and must distribute it in an economical method. You do not see a
 separate truck for pork products and beef or lamb products and at the opposite end
 of the spectrum, you do not see a separate truck for Spam and Vegemite, yet they
 say their product is certified.

g. Funds. One certifying company who prominently told his story on TV, says It has
made him a millionaire and his wife has lots of shoes. I will make myself clear. It is
not about Tall poppy. If this certifier is a true Muslim, He will donate some of his
earnings to an Islamic fund of some description. This is perfectly fine for any other
business, If Cadbury want to donate money to an Islamic fund, good on them. I do
not want to donate money to an Islamic fund yet through 1 product, that can’t be
copied, I am forced to. There is a myriad of products of which I always purchased a
particular brand for the Taste or its effectiveness that is now certified and this gives
me no choice whatsoever.

h. How many companies are there that are certifying Halal? If this were a genuine
scheme, there would be 1. This is not the case. One country for instance say Saudi
uses Smith certifiers, Indonesia uses Jones certifiers, Neither will use the same
certifier yet both are certifying the same thing. Let’s say Jones certifies Vegemite.
This would mean Saudi would never buy vegemite because it is not certified by
Smith.

i. Government involvement. The Australian Constitution section 116 clearly states the
government will not assist in the establishment of a religion yet is involved in the
certification schemes. They have approved a number of companies through the
department of trade. If the funds go to Islamic institutions, which they do, they are
assisting and are in direct conflict with the constitution. All religions need to
establish themselves, not with the assistance of the government.

I was on a ship in the Caspian sea with Muslim workers. The food was abysmal and the only
 decent item on the menu was pork belly. I watched this guy raise his hands to his face. I
 asked, “Aren’t you Muslim, why are you eating pork?’ He responded, “what am I supposed
 to do, starve?” He explained the prayer.

It is a hypocritical racket, no product should carry a label that says it is permissible to eat for
 any religion. It was not necessary before and it is not necessary now. The prayer fixes this.

Sincerely
David Appleby

addendum

It has just come to my notice, these funds raised are considered “Muslim Community
 Money”
“Halal certification money should be invested in engaging with the frustrated youth and in
 deradicalisation programs. After all, this is Muslim community money” Dr Jamal Rifi
http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/news/opinion/halal-fees-should-combat-
radicalism/story-fni0cwl5-1227378496816

and another article from the Daily Telegraph, “The Daily Telegraph can reveal two of the
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 country’s largest halal organisations are listed as charities allowing them access to tax
 breaks.”
“The Supreme Islamic Council of Halal Meat in Australia (SICHMA), which has a partnership
 with Coles, and Australian Federation of Islamic Council (AFIC) each collect close to
 $1 million per year from halal operations.
As listed charities, both are eligible to receive GST concessions, income tax exemptions and
 the FBT rebate.”
If they are charities and I am paying these “charities”, who is getting the donation Tax break?

And also within this article,

“Australia’s two major kosher organisations — the Kashrut Authority in NSW and Victoria’s
 Kosher Australia — are also eligible for tax breaks.
The Kosher organisations told the Telegraph the bulk of money raised through food
 certification was put towards operating costs.
Both groups said the bulk of their income was delivered via kosher-catered functions, kosher
 butchers and shops, with only about 10 per cent of revenue linked to certification.”

Simply the money raised by the certification helps run the Kosher specialty shops.

http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/news/nsw/islamic-community-leader-jamal-rifi-has-
called-on-halal-certification-groups-to-fund-deradicalisation-programs/story-fnpn118l-
1227378785140

Why am I paying for this?

Thank you for your time
Sincerely
David Appleby.
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From: 
Sent: Tuesday, 9 June 2015 10:30 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third party certification of food - Parliament of Australia

Third party certification of food - Parliament of Australia,
 http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Economics/Food_Cert_Schemes
Sirs/Mesdames
In response to halal meat in Australia;
1. I am an Australian first, Christian second. I have paid my Australian taxes ever since I started work. I live in
 Australia, when I lived in France and England I paid their taxes, I do not live in an Islamic country so why
 should I pay Islamic taxes in Australia.

2. My rights as an Australian citizen have been violated, I no longer have the choice of whether or not to eat
 ritualistic killed meat. I do not want to eat halal meat.

3. Why are foods not being clearly labeled if they are halaled, we are being deceived as a Nation.
Surely food to be eaten by the majority of Australians does not have to be halal. The Jews have their own
 speciality stores on butchers, they have coexisted in Australia  for decades.
Why does all food we consume now have to be halal food for a minority population, what about the majority

4. Halal taxes go to support Muslim schools and mosques, they do not support the Australian people in general,
 we are a one nation country of many cultures but now it is the Muslims and infidels. They are not assimilating
 anymore, decades ago they did and I had Muslim friends but now they are not allowed to speak with me.

5. Can all of this money be audited to show exactly where it is going. All taxes should be distributed by the
 Australian Government in support of this great country.

Please consider my petition and may God bless you
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From: John Schwerdt  
Sent: Tuesday, 9 June 2015 10:46 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal

Dear Sir Madam

Could you please outlaw the "certification" of food and other products under the Halal
 certification.
This is nothing but a scam and is costing us , the consumer more while the Halal scammers
 raise millions.
If Halal certification is so important to sell to Muslims, then let them pay, not us.
Sincerely

John Schwerdt

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au
mailto:Natasha.Rusjakovski@aph.gov.au
mailto:lelenejohn@gmail.com


ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 200

Submission Details: Mr Mark Shay





From: Shay  
Sent: Tuesday, 9 June 2015 11:29 AM 
To: Economics, Committee (SEN) 
Cc:  
Subject: Third party food certification

Dear sir, I wish to lodge my objection to the above item and in particular halal certification of foods sold in
 Australia ( and the Jewish equivalent). This is an unwanted tax funding Islam and has been shown here in
 Australia and overseas to be fraudulent and of supporting terrorism. As a Roman Catholic, I find it offensive
 that I should support a morally bankrupt religion that persecutes Christians through out the world. These
 offensive taxes have no place in Australia and should be terminated at the earliest possible time. It is a tax
 without representation. It is a tax by a faith that has been shown to be intolerant of Australian values and
 freedoms.

Mark Shay

Sent from my iPad
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From: Bernard Einoder  
Sent: Tuesday, 9 June 2015 3:34 PM
To: SeniorClerk, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Product labeling on imported goods

Sir.
My family and I immigrated to Australia in 1954 from Austria. We immediately learned to speak English .

 Mum and Dad got a job within weeks and were never unemployed. We assimilated ASAP and without loosing
 our Austrian and French values and culture we happily adopted "the Australian way". We tolerated being called
 names and later accepted the nick name we were given. My brother and sister and I studied hard to get to the
 University on a Government scholarship. We are proud Australians and are still working and paying our taxes
 today.
We are disappointed at the steady demise of our industries because the Australian products can't compete with
 imports. Nevertheless I make every effort to buy Australian. My problem is the deceptive and usually  abscence
 of clear and readable labeling eg.  orange juice. " made of Australian and imported goods" when the only
 Australian content is the water. I bought a child's dress. Clearly labelled " Australian product" only to find later
 at home that it was imported by an Australian company but made in China. I refuse to support organizations
 that spend the money earned in Australia overseas especially when I suspect it may go to a cause I do not agree
 with like "Halal". Despite using 3to1 reading glasses I usually can't decide if this product is supporting
 Australian jobs and not overseas organizations. Please legislate that labeling must be clear, precise, accurate
 and in particularly easily readable and not deceptive.         

My second concern is the cheap imports. In Australia it is illegal to employ children and/or  grossly underpaid

 staff. So why is it legal to import goods that were illegally made overseas which put Australians out of work.  
 You loyal subject;

 Bernard Einoder. AM.  
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Senate Standing Committees on Economics                                                         9th June 2015 
PO Box 6100  
Parliament House  
Canberra ACT 2600  
To : Senate Economics References Committee  
 
 
Dear Committee Members: 

I wish to voice my total disgust and opposition with the ‘Halal” certification scam based on these three 
simple but important points. 

Firstly, whether I am a Christian or an Athiest I should, as an Australian, be given a choice to buy my 
food as I always have without subsidizing an ideology involving Sharia Law, Jihad, Sex slavery and 
intolerance, all of which are at odds with basic Australian values. Halal certification has reduced my 
choices dramatically in supermarkets and this is causing hardship. 

Secondly, I also have an issue with the way livestock is slaughtered under the Islamic religious value 
system , bled out from a cut to the throat while the animal is still alive . Temporary stunning does 
not kill the animal outright and allows the animal to regain full conscience while bleeding out. This 
is a practice I do not wish to support by buying Halal certified goods. I am surprised the RSPCA and 
the do gooders have not tried to stop this barbaric religious practice. 

Thirdly, I believe it is a money making scam perpetrated by an avaricious group of individuals that 
even most Australian Muslims say it is not mentioned in their Koran and is not needed. The 
enormous costs nationwide to our food processors falls into the millions and this extra cost is 
passed on to the consumers. It is an unjust tax that this Government must put a stop to now. 

Yours Sincerely 

John M Sullivan 
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From: Julie McDonald  
Sent: Tuesday, 9 June 2015 3:39 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN); JM & GM McDonald 
Subject: Senate Inquiry Into Food Certification Schemes

To:
Senate Standing Committees on Economics
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
CANBERRA ACT 2600

From:
Julie McDonald

Re: Senate Inquiry Into Food Certification Schemes
My submission regarding the points below is as follows:

a. the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not limited
to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and general food
safety certification schemes;

b. current labelling requirements of food certification schemes;

All labelling relating to organic, kosher, halal & genetically-modified should be clearly
 displayed on all products that come under these headings so that consumers can make
 informed decisions on whether these products are purchased or not. Also whether they are
 prepared to pay the extra costs that are usually entailed in paying for certification.
The current labelling is not clear for all consumers to see. As a matter of fact at least one
 such product which was labelled ‘halal’ has since had the ‘halal’ emblem removed from the
 label; therefore I am left to wonder if the product is no longer ‘halal’ certified or if the
 labelling has been removed so that I will no longer know if the product is ‘halal’ certified.
If companies are paying to have ‘halal’ certification or any other certification, I have a right to
 know so that I am fully aware of all certification.  Organic, kosher & halal food are generally
 more expensive, therefore clear labelling allows me to know if I am paying more than is
 actually necessary.

c. the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees;

Any producer and/or company that pay another organisation a certification fee needs to
 plainly mark all products as such. Clear marking, clearly visible so that all consumers can
 read without a magnifying glass. Consumers have a right to know if they are paying an
 inflated price due to certification fees.
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d. whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make
informed purchasing decisions;

Current schemes to not provide enough information for Australian consumers to make
 informed purchasing decisions. Much information is hidden or so minutely small that
 consumers cannot readily read and understand what companies are doing. If companies are
 not ashamed to be paying certification fees then they should readily advertise the fact that
 certification fees are paid.
One anomalies that amazes me: why should I as a consumers pay increased costs for halal
 dog food? I doubt very much if my dog is at all interested in whether its food is halal or not. I
 should not need to pay increased dog food prices for halal certification.

e. details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and the
potential for these to impact on prices for consumers;

Producers and/or manufacturers should be up front with the costs/fees of all types of
 certification especially where increased costs are incurred and these costs are always passed
 onto the consumer.
The producer and/or manufacturer should be prepared to produce certified and uncertified
 products. The uncertified products should/must reflect the reduced costs due to not
 requiring certification. The producer and/or manufacturer should/must not spread the cost
 over all their products.
Consumer cannot/should not  be left to bear the financial burden of huge halal certification
 fees paid by producers and/or manufacturers; all should be clear and above board.

f. the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and returns
to producers;

If producers and/or manufacturers required food certification to export goods, then the cost
 of these certifications should be passed on to the end user and not the Australian
 consumers who do not feel the need to have their food certified halal.
Interestingly Allah’s word states, “It is He who created for your, everything that is on the
 earth.” Everything on the earth is for us to make used of, is halal, except for what Allah and
 His Messenger tell us is haram (sinful). Allah also states, “You who have iman! Do not make
 haram (sinful) the good things Allah has made halal for you.”
There seems to be a growth industry is halal certification. The above statements by Allah are
 from the Quran: (i) Why is there a need for halal certification? (ii) Where do the profits from
 halal certification end up?

g. the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including, but
not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any related matters.”

As I mentioned in point (f) above there needs to be a clear indication about certifiers and
their qualifications to be a certifier: The cost of certification and how the cost is passed onto
consumers: Financial records by producers and/or manufacturers of costs incurred for halal
certification should be available to consumers upon request and how costs are passed on to
consumers: The financial records of certifiers should also be available to government



 departments and consumers upon request so that we can see that it is not just a profit
 making concern for certain people and were the money goes, especially if it is sent overseas
 to charitable causes. As Australian consumers we have a right to know which charitable
 causes are receiving these profits.

Thank you for the opportunity to voice my concerns on this matter.

Julie McDonald
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From: Jane McIntosh  
Sent: Tuesday, 9 June 2015 3:58 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Submission about Food Labelling etc

I would like to make these points about food labelling:-

1) If the food is halal, organic, kosher etc it should be clearly labelled as such. It should not
be the responsibility  of the shop assistant to inform the customer.

2) Food that is not certified should also be available so that people are not forced to eat
certified food. It should be illegal to supply unlabelled certified-food in this category.

I would like the committee to investigate:-

1) Is pressure being placed on producers to register as halal; especially in relation to food
 such as bottled water, apples, honey etc.

2) Is it right that inspectors other than Government inspectors should be deciding if
 production meets satisfactory standards (especially when it comes to not using alcohol
 or alcohol containing compounds for cleaning and sterilisation?

3) Is it difficult for someone who has previously been certified to become uncertified by
 choice (not  by being failed)?

4) Is it  necessary for the carriers, storers etc to be halal certified for the end product to
 be certified?

5) What is happening to the money paid for certification? In particular what happens to
 the money that is paid as zakat as an Islamic tax. (2.5% of income. This tax is supposed
 to support jihad and the poor—Muslims only)?

6) How much is added to the cost of products by the time they reach the consumer and
 the cost of certification down the line; producer, transport to processing plant,
 processing plant,  transport to the wholesaler, storage at the wholesaler, transport to
 the retailer and retailer storage is added together?

Halal certification seems to be quite flexible as there are no definite rules as to what is halal. It
 seems that the standard can be raised at anytime. For example, at first it is permissible for food
 to be carried in a truck containing pork products but later  it is not.

A Jane McIntosh
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Subject: A Submission to the Senate Inquiry into Third Party Food Certification 
(Halal, Kosher, Organic and genetically modified foods) 

Submitter: Abdul Ayan 

Date:  9 June 2015 

Status: Senate Committee’s Discretion. (Not confidential unless otherwise determined by the Senate 
Committee). 

Introduction 

I am critical of this inquiry, how it was conceived, developed and passed by the Senate because I believe 
it is tainted by anti-Islamic prejudice. I have set these reasons in more detail in a letter I have written to 
the Minister for Agriculture which is attached here and would like it to be considered as forming part of 
my submission. I also believe that there is nothing of substance that the senate inquiry can reveal, or 
recommend which could not have been by an independent or expert investigation. Given the 
background of the inquiry it is highly likely the latter would have been more appropriate, more thorough 
and more objective in its findings than a tainted Senate inquiry. Whether the anti-Muslim anti-halal 
origins of establishing this inquiry is going to reflect its report and findings remains to be seen.  

My submission is wholly about halal and halal certification. The former refers to the standard which 
producers, manufacturers & other businesses have to meet; the latter to the compliance regime to 
achieve the required standard. One can not talk about one without the other. Most of the points I make 
about halal are relevant to Kosher, but because of my limited knowledge of it, I will make only passing 
references to it. It is also important to say that my submission contains some repetitions for the purpose 
of emphasis or for relevance to a point under discussion or both.  

The most commonly quoted definition of halal in Islam is the following Quranic definition: “They ask 
thee what is halal (or Lawful). Say: lawful unto you are all things good wholesome and pure… (Al Quran 
5:5)”. Islam does not specify halal products because they are vast and almost unlimited. However Islam 
specifies Haram products. They are the opposite of halal and are defined as products or actions that are 
among other things either harmful to society or impure. Please see attached (p.16) definitions and 
related verses which throw light on the concept of halal and drawn from my book on the subject. The 
Committee may also consult my book on halal certification titled “Accessing the Global Halal Market” 
published in 2013 by following this link http://www.amazon.com/Accessing-Global-Halal-Market-
Abdullahi/dp/1479217778. The introduction and chapters 2, 6 and 7 are most relevant to the inquiry. 
Other chapter also are but not to the same extent. All references to it in this submission shall be 
“Accessing Global Halal Market”.  

This submission responds to the terms of reference from (c) through to (e). It assumes very basic 
understanding of halal certifiers and halal certification otherwise the Committee may rely on the 
Department of Agriculture and/or read the above book to gain insight into how the system works in 

http://www.amazon.com/Accessing-Global-Halal-Market-Abdullahi/dp/1479217778
http://www.amazon.com/Accessing-Global-Halal-Market-Abdullahi/dp/1479217778
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theory and in practice. The word “government” or “the government”, whenever used in this submission, 
is always a reference to the Australian Federal Government.  

I don’t think genetically modified foods should have been included in this inquiry. They involve altering 
the genetic material in natural products by for example inserting foreign genes.  The issues involved in 
this field of science are highly controversial particularly the actual and potential impacts GM foods can 
have on the environment and on human health. Halal, Kosher and organic foods have much in common. 
In contrast with GM foods they are natural foods whose genetic material have not been altered. In my 
view their differences are so great that it would have more appropriate had they been the subject of 
separate inquiries.  

Context 

Context is extremely important. That is why, how and why the inquiry came about and for what purpose 
are important questions to ask because they can have considerable bearing on the outcome and findings 
of the inquiry. That is also why I will refer to the content of my letter to the Minister from time to time 
and question the necessity of one term of reference or another in relation to halal food. 

There is also a broader more fundamental context which needs to be taken into account. Firstly it is 
important to have a good understanding what halal, Kosher and other certification schemes and 
standards are before we look at the mechanics of their application in situ. One can not make informed 
decisions about halal and halal certification without such understanding. Essentially one need to know 
what halal is, how it is utilised and for what purpose and towards what end. It is in that context we need 
to consider the terms of reference. The terms would not make good sense without their context being 
apparent. My concern is that the terms of reference appear to have a striking resemblance to the 
preoccupations and demands of anti-halal groups and also reflect their success in having their way by 
establishing this inquiry.  

In Islam halal is conceived as a universal principle, because it is based on permissibility. Some people 
refer to it as the principle of permissibility. It means that God’s bounty is almost unlimited and that He 
has made everything halal except a few actions and products that are specified. The concept of halal is 
not unfamiliar to Judaism albeit under a different but equivalent term- Kosher. The same I understand is 
true of Christianity although it is no longer extant.   

There is one basic truth about halal food; it is overwhelmingly about products that Humanity (Muslims 
and non-Muslims) consumes everyday. Halal therefore is not peculiar to Muslims even if the term may 
make it seem as if it is. What is peculiar to Muslims (& Jews) is that they do not consume products like 
pork etc. To say that a particular food is halal is to say that Islam places no barriers on consuming it. That 
in fact is the fundamental definition of halal: that everything is halal except A,B ,C ( a small number of 
specified products such as pork that are prohibited). The purpose of halal certification is not in fact 
about halal itself but about validating the absence of haram in the composition of the products that are 
sold or offered for consumption. What must be pointed out is that there should be no objection to halal 
at all, because to do so is to object to the very products that we all consume on a daily basis including 
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water, bread, fruit vegetables and rice etc. The “NO to Halal” “No to Islam” campaign does not make any 
sense at all, except for the fact that it is anti-Muslim campaign.  

Another important fact is that the practice of halal certification is a modern development barely fifty 
years old. Islam itself does not in fact prescribe or mention halal certification. It has been necessitated 
largely by modern methods of food production and globalisation. Its primary function is to convey a 
powerful message which is that the item(s) being offered for sale are free from haram products or 
constituents. Importantly halal certification is not solely about meeting religiously based standards, it is 
also increasingly about marketing and market access (See chapter 2  “Accessing Global Halal Market”). 
Without halal certification many of Australia’s close trading partners would not allow some specific food 
products enter their markets. The absence of certification can also create security and commercial 
problems in these countries. Importantly the application of halal certification removes barriers to 
market access and among other things increases the appeal of products to consumers. These are some 
of the reasons why some companies want halal certification for their products even when such 
certification is not necessary or mandatory in importing countries. It attracts halal consumers, raises the 
products appeal and gives them advantage over other products that do not carry halal certification. This 
combined with halal certifiers determination to expand their clients base  has sometimes led to 
excessive and unwarranted certification thus disregarding whether a product needs to have halal 
certification or not (See chapter 5 of my book).The Senate Committee must take these considerations 
into account, particularly the marketing value of halal (and Kosher) certification for operating in these 
markets. But government must rein in excessive certification and not allow certifiers to extend their 
certification beyond prescribed limits. (“Accessing Global Halal Market” refers to products such as 
soccer boots and balls that have been certified halal which should not have been P.113). This task can be 
performed by establishing an oversight office of halal certifiers whose brief will include other important 
reform measures. (See chapter 6 “Accessing Global Halal Market”).   

Lets us look at halal certification of Vegemite, a product which has been the focus of attention of anti-
Muslim groups (consider this also in the light of Fleurieu Milk and Yoghurt Company in South Australia). 
Vegemite has relatively recently chosen to “become” halal certified. In so doing it has displayed a halal 
certification label (alongside other certification labels including kosher certification) on its products. 
Vegemite, unlike water and grain which are Asl (or in their original state) in halal terms, needs halal 
certification to be offered for sale in halal and halal related markets. Now it is important to make the 
point that the integrity of the product, its composition and design have in no way been compromised or 
changed. The only change is the addition of certification labels and not only halal. The same is 
presumably true of the Yogurt product of Milk and Yoghurt Company of South Australia. Like all other 
halal certified products, the product composition and packaging design have not changed or altered. Yet 
Yoghurt and Milk Company was subjected to a vicious public campaign of intimidation and bullying in 
the social media which forced it to terminate its supply contract of Yoghurt to Emirates Airlines. The 
reason: the company’s decision to certify its product halal. And the government did nothing to counter 
these continuing vicious attacks and protect the trading interests of companies such as this one.  

It is also important to emphasise that the vegemite product is halal and has probably been always halal, 
even when it has not used the halal certification label. This is the same with thousands of products in 
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the market that do not carry and do not need to carry halal certification. Another important point to 
make is that halal certification is a legal activity which businesses must be free to utilise as they see fit.   

From a commercial perspective companies can label or not label their products in accordance with their 
own interest and the demands of the market where they want to sell their products and services. The 
government is duty bound to help them do that to the extent it can. Consumers can buy or not the 
product. The global halal market is robust and dynamic market. One of its most outstanding features of 
halal certification is that it can capture and is intended to capture both this market as well as others that 
do not characterise themselves as halal markets. Halal certification is an effective and sought after 
instrument that enables companies to expand the scope of their customers worldwide. Arguably no 
other instrument has the capacity to do so than halal because essentially it removes barriers of entry to 
markets. Australia would be at a considerable disadvantage to do anything to undermine halal or its 
utilisation by Australian business. Using the halal certification label can bring about a massive expansion 
of both halal and non-halal exports and result in significant improvements in Australia’s terms of trade if 
in fact it has not already done so.  

Terms of Reference 

(c) The need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees 

There are many types of halal certification labels on products. Halal certification of raw meat is different 
from packaged and bottled products. Halal meat is required to have two consecutive certifications. The 
first is the certification of carcass by way of a stamp on carcass (for ex. VIC MS stamp in Victoria & 
similar ones for other states) and the other is by way of a certificate of authentication or validation 
which accompanies the product to its export destination or sales outlet.  These are mandatory official 
certificates. One relates to in-house processes, the other outward validation. There is another certificate 
called an Interim/ Transfer certificate which accompanies the movement of the product in 
transportation and storage. This however is not an official stamp but one intended for internal 
management by halal certifiers (to insure that the integrity of the halal product is not compromised). 
(For these and other types of certification and how they are used please see chapter 2: “Accessing 
Global Halal Market”). 

Halal certification of packaged and bottled products is less controlled than halal meat. In fact it would be 
fair to say it is barely controlled. At present there are about four certifiers in this area. Most of the 
certification labels they provide are traceable to source although the script is not always or clear or as 
legible as it needs to be. Often the certification symbol   comprises the logo (or emblem), the name of 
the certifier and the inscription of word halal on the product label. There are also other certification 
labels that make use of the halal inscription (in Arabic or English or both) whose source is not stated 
(sometimes deliberately) and its origin is therefore unknown. This kind of certification is common with 
products imported from Muslim or Muslim majority countries and is one of the major weaknesses of 
halal certification. However I know of one instance in which an Australian cheese company used the 
halal symbol as described above with no attribution to source. In other words there was no mention of 
who issued the certificate. The halal certification constituted only the word “halal “which was hidden 
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under the top cover of the product package. I refer to this example in “Accessing the Global Halal 
market” (pp.30-31).It is highly improper, if not illegal, for certification to be used in this way. It will be 
interesting to know what processes, procedures and programs certifiers follow in managing this sector 
and to what extent the Committee will be satisfied with what it finds out. Major certifiers must appear 
before the Senate Committee to explain how they operate the system and how they adhere to required 
standards.      

It is fair to say that halal certification, and particularly how certifiers practice it, has many deep seated 
problems. Their audit and supervision as well as their service provision are poor. There are also credible 
reports that some engage in corrupt, unethical and improper practices. The system allows them to do so 
and some therefore take full advantage of it. Halal certification has been widely described by leading 
members of the Muslim community, aptly in view, as a cash cow whose function is to collect as much 
money as possible in exchange for little or no provision of services beyond signing and issuing 
certificates. Each halal registered establishment is required to have a halal program to serve as its 
operational manual. Halal programs are seldom examined by certifiers to ascertain if they are fully in 
line with the standard with which they are supposed to comply, or reviewed to ensure that the system is 
working well to standard. Some of them appear out of date and not relevant to the importing countries 
requirements. This is what I found in some of my investigations. They should be reviewed every few 
years or as need be but they are not. It is not uncommon for example to find that there are serious 
discrepancies between the program a company is supposed to follows and its actual operations on the 
factory floor. In one of these investigations I have also found that the only halal supervisor of a boning 
company was regularly absent from work yet he was paid fully for the work he had not done. When I 
asked why? I was told not to worry about it (implying that it was not my problem). It is difficult to 
comprehend how the company in this case could claim that his products are halal when his system of 
validation has completely broken down. The problem was that the supervisor was the brother of the 
General State-wide halal supervisor/Manger of the certifying organisation responsible for this company 
(please see chapter 7 “Accessing Global Halal Market”). Both brothers have no formal education.  

One of the major pillars of the system of certification is the mandatory auditing which AQIS requires 
halal certifiers to perform of halal meat registered establishments on a quarterly basis. For this reason it 
had developed a pro forma audit report document to be completed by the certifier. While the document 
is actually completed and sent to AQIS the fact of the matter is that in many cases the audit may not 
have been done or done properly (see same chapter). What is done is that the same content is repeated 
for each quarter without an actual audit being performed (at best with some minor, superficial variation 
if at all).  It is difficult to pinpoint what gives rise to these problems. No doubt this is partly due to 
reducing the costs of supervision to the certifier to ensure maximum returns and higher profit margins. I 
believe also that the widespread absence of professionalism in the operation and conduct of these 
organisations is a major cause. (Refer to chapter 2, 6 and 7 “Accessing…”and to Tempo 2 March 
2014).This is one malpractice among many other major corrupt practices which must be eliminated and 
can be the subject of a broadly based reform of halal certification. 

The problem faced by many halal registered companies is that sometimes there are not many options 
open to them to act in a way that is contrary to the certifiers’ wishes in in matters relating to halal 



7 
 

certification. They are sometimes tempted to conform to the certifiers’ practices even when they do not 
necessarily agree with them. But it is also the case that existing arrangement however unprofessional or 
improper they may be in some circumstances suit the companies’ own interests. Less supervision and 
keeping costs as low as possible are highly advantageous to them. I doubt however that a halal 
registered company would resist (or be able to resist) the demands of the certifier to act against his 
wishes on certification issues. The registered company would be averse to making difficulties in the 
relationship with the certifier. Any tension or turbulence in in the relationship can adversely affect the 
halal registered establishment. The certifier can increase his fees. He may exert other pressures and for 
example make supervision and certification unnecessarily more stringent and more time consuming 
than they normally are. In the extreme he may also threaten or completely withdraw his services 
abruptly or at short notice. It would not be easy for the company to find a replacement certifier because 
there are so few around- and competent ones are rare. Thus the company finds itself in a bind: remain 
in a relationship that is improper or difficult to handle or leave it without knowing whether an 
alternative certifier would be better or materially different. In the case cited above the government 
knew of the fraudulent practices by the certifier yet it did nothing about it. In case government might 
claim it did not know I made sure it did by writing to it and including the issue as one of the topics 
discussed in “Accessing the Global Halal Market” (Chapter 7).        

In principle, it does not necessarily follow that companies that pay certification fees must always label 
their products- they may and they overwhelmingly do so. Halal certification is not all about the 
certification label itself or a measure of its authenticity. Certification is the result of a long and complex 
process of validation including supervision monitoring and auditing. The fees paid to the certifier must 
reflect this process. There are serious questions whether these are done properly or in some cases 
whether they are done at all. For these and other reasons many certification labels are not as genuine or 
as halal compliant as they appear to be and do not satisfy the basic rules and procedures of certification. 
Some can be deficient, wrong or deceptive. (Please refer to chapters 2,6 and 7 “Accessing Global Halal 
Market). There are many other deficiencies in the operational aspects of halal certification. These 
matters can be addressed by reform not by false and wildly racist claims that halal certification is a 
religious tax, a fund to raise money for terrorism or a hidden agenda for Islam to achieve global 
supremacy or to take over Australia.  You have an opportunity to debunk and discredit these outrageous 
claims in your report. 

The question is not so much whether fees paid to halal certifiers are high or low. These are an integral 
part of commercial agreements between two parties who are providers and recipients of services. The 
parties can enter into, remain in or terminate them at any time of their choosing. (However the fees 
must not be arbitrary but related to cost).  The only proviso to this is that a certifier must not be allowed 
to refuse to certify or threaten to withdraw certification from a halal registered businesses or in other 
ways be allowed to discriminate against them without compelling or justifiable reason- for example 
failure to comply with a prescribed halal standard or program. The question is do the certifiers perform 
and are they capable of performing  all the task they are accredited to do to the required standard or do 
they cut corners or not do them at all? In other words do they satisfy the requirements of the job for 
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which they accredited? In my view many of them do not or else they do it poorly. (Refer to chapter 6 
“Accessing….”).  

(d) Whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make informed 
purchasing decisions 

The current halal certification scheme(s) or more appropriately halal certifiers do not on the whole 
provide enough information to consumers (not just Australian consumers) or the general public. In 
reality however whether they do or not depends on what constitutes “enough information” and what is 
meant by informed decisions other than that products are properly labeled halal compliant or not halal, 
Kosher or not kosher. I would have thought that a halal or kosher product label would constitute 
sufficient information to satisfy prospective customers who may wish to buy or not buy the product.  It 
does internationally; there is no reason why it should not in Australia. This is particularly important in 
view of the fact that the products character, attributes and composition have not changed. 

 In principle I support that consumers should normally have information about the products they buy or 
that appropriate information be made available to them. Consumers can also make themselves 
informed particularly if that information is readily available say on the internet. But to be informed or 
make oneself informed about a product does not begin with objecting to it on the basis preconceived 
ideas and prejudices. And if the product one is seeking information about is the same product he/she 
has always or often consumed, then what is it does he/she really want to know that is new or different 
from that which he/she has always known? But if information needs to be had then it must be simple 
useful and relevant information. A manufacturer, producer or certifier’s website normally includes a 
customer inquiry page and other pages which the customer may consult to obtain information he/she 
needs about halal certified products. Perhaps such websites may be designed with a view to providing 
“adequate” information.  Depending on what information is required this will add to the cost companies 
pay for certification and ultimately to the prices of products at the point of sale.   

What relevant information should a manufacturer or producer offer about halal is the question? Other 
than saying that it is halal and that it is certified in Australia by such and such organisation what other 
relevant information can be given about the product itself? In my view, very little that can be of value. 
Take again the example of Vegemite. Unless there are changes to the composition of the product 
vegemite is vegemite is vegemite.  In fact by saying that it is halal or kosher or Australian-made, these 
labels offer more information about it by virtue of these certifications than had been the case in the 
past. To give you another example if I were to say to you tomato or lettuce is halal (which in fact they 
are) what information do you rally want to know that you have not always known? This raises questions 
why the terms of reference are framed in the way they are and what is the purpose behind them. Is 
there an implicit notion in this term of reference that there should be discrimination in the way we 
provide information about different products on the basis of whether they are halal (or kosher) certified 
on the one hand or the same products that do not bear these certification labels on the other?  

There are other ways in which the consumer can make himself informed. One way is by searching the 
relevant standards of overseas halal authorities on the internet. Another is by contacting halal 
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businesses or halal certifiers or the Department of Agriculture or Aus-Meat. All these organisations have 
more or less information about and have direct or indirect responsibility for halal production and export. 
The halal standard is not uniform standard but multiple standards each pertaining to different countries 
that import halal food. It comes in different forms and reflects the needs and/or preferences of different 
halal importing countries who devise these standards. This is true of the major halal importing countries. 
The most fundamental reform in halal certification would be to establish a uniform halal standard. 
Current multiplicity of standards is confusing, inefficient and time consuming. They distort what halal 
certification is about. Multiplicity has weak foundations in Islam and many halal importing countries 
know it or should. Australia would be in a good position to discreetly facilitate  bringing about this major 
reform initiative.   

Some national standards are readily available on websites like Malaysia and Singapore. Others are not 
codified and substantially rely on the injunction in the Quran like Saudi Arabia and can not be readily 
accessible. The main source of information about these would be the Department of Agriculture or halal 
certifiers. The department has useful information about halal on its website including the list of halal 
certification organisations in Australia. But they should not be required to provide this information 
directly to customers partly because of the costs they would entail which are likely to be passed on to 
companies and consumers. At any rate it is doubtful much of information about halal is useful to the 
consumer in determining his/her preferences. However it is imperative for the halal manufacturer or 
producer to the extent that they devise their halal programs or operational manual in accordance with 
the required standards. That program becomes their compliance document on which their registration 
as halal registered establishments is based and which informs their processes and procedures. There is a 
great need however for the development of a uniform halal standard. I have been calling for this 
initiative to be advanced and “Accessing the Global Halal Market” contains how it can be done. But no 
one seems to be listening. (Please refer to Accessing the Global Halal Market Ch. 6).The involvement of 
Australia in this reform project would be so important that it can lead to it being recognised as a 
prominent leader in the international halal landscape.  

Both the standards and programs are largely for red meat. Government and certifiers rely on these 
documents to ensure that the needs of global halal consumers and halal importing countries are being 
met. In particular they show if specific compliance requirements are being adhered to. As with the halal 
standard I doubt that the halal program of a company constitutes a highly significant public interest 
solely on account of the fact that it is halal.  By contrast with red meat there appears to be no standards 
or compliance programs for packaged and bottled halal products.  I propose strongly that this sector be 
brought under more effective and transparent control in a way that is closely aligned with the control of 
red meat products. At present it appears there is no control or transparency of non meat processors. 
They are not properly registered as the red meat halal registered establishments are, nor do they have a 
halal programs or processes as do registered establishments.  

The issues which the inquiry must focus on should not be halal and halal certification per se but halal 
certifiers and the operational and management aspects of halal certification. The questions that should 
be asked include the following: How competent are these halal certifiers? What qualifications do they 
have? Who supervises them and how? Are supervision, monitoring and audit effective? Are the services 



10 
 

they provide up to standard and are businesses that receive these services satisfied with them?  These 
and other issues of similar importance should be given urgent attention and so too should fraud and 
corrupt practices which seem to be not uncommon practices in these organisation. There is little doubt 
that many of the halal certifiers are neither transparent nor accountable. There should be greater effort 
to make them more so than they are at present. Many Australian Muslims and the Federal Government 
are aware of credible allegation regarding the prevalence of corrupt practices, including the payment of 
bribes to overseas halal authorities. I would like to draw your attention in particular to the investigative 
article in the well known Indonesian English language Journal Tempo of 2 March 2014 titled “The High 
Cost of Halal labels” and its sequel “Other Aspects of Halal and Haram”. This report confirms some of 
the major observations in my book. While these problems appear obvious to many in the local 
community and overseas Muslim groups, the government for reasons only known to itself, remains 
unconcerned and unwilling to carry out an investigation. There is no reason why it should not.        

(e) Details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and the 
potential for these to impact of prices of consumers.  

This term of reference like the one before it, in my view, reflects the objectives of Senators with anti-
halal bias that have initiated and campaigned for this inquiry. I put it to you that some of the 
certification and monitoring fees of the government are much higher than those charged by halal 
certifiers for similar tasks of compliance. This information could have been easily obtained by the inquiry 
from the government or from the actual businesses that pay these fees. They are neither hidden fees 
destined for terrorists nor are they religious taxes as claimed by anti-halal groups. Instead they are 
generally known fees that are in fact modest and low by comparison. I doubt that that you will find 
many businesses that will agree with the proposition that they are high or extremely high. In a normal 
commercial environment one could have expected them to be significantly higher- probably between 50 
or 100% higher than what they are now. It is important to point out in this respect that certification fees 
per se have barely risen for the past 20 years. Where a particular certifier has substantially raised his 
fees, it would be the exception rather than the rule. But you must bear in mind these are based on 
commercial agreements that are subject to change or termination as the parties may determine. 

Some halal certification fees may be regarded as too low to raise suspicions that they do not reflect the 
full costs to the certifier and profit expectations to remain in business. For example a certifier in 
Queensland who   certified for Fleurieu Milk and Yoghurt Company admitted that he charged $1000 a 
year for certification. If you add supervision, monitoring, certification and audit as well as airline tickets 
and other transport costs to and from  South Australia, these costs are likely to add up  close to or more 
than a thousand dollars. The question then is what is in it for the certifier? It would have made more 
sense had the certifier been in Adelaide. It would also make sense if returns to scale were a 
consideration in the fees charged. But that appears not to be the case in this instance and in many 
others. Perhaps supervision, monitoring and audit are not adequately performed or are not performed 
at all in which case the fees would be reasonable. This is not to argue for a rise in fees but an 
observation to show that on the whole fees are not high and have in fact remained low. I know from 
past experiences there had been other considerations in determining fees which included expanding 
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client base and the ability to pay where small businesses with limited capacity to pay full fees are 
concerned.   

On the whole halal registered companies have enjoyed continuous fee stability, if not reduction of fees 
over a long period of time (from the 2000 onwards). To illustrate this point an industry organisation that 
registers halal slaughtermen has increased its registration fees by more than100 per cent in one year in 
mid to late 2000s- from approximately about $55.00 to $110.00 per slaughterman. I understand that 
that figure has risen again by another one hundred percent to $220.00 in 2012/13. This was not justified 
in terms of CPI or rises in inflation but on a general notion of cost recovery. Unless the original base 
costing was utterly wrong, it is doubtful that these high percentage increases are due solely to rising 
cost inputs related to registration of halal slaughtermen. There are at times some serious exceptions 
regarding fees charged by halal certifiers. There is for example the case of the certifier who has asked a 
company to pay $80,000 a year in advance for anticipated services he will provide and at the same time 
threatened not to certify his products for export to a particular country (for which the certifier had sole 
accreditation to certify)  if he did not comply. I know of this case because I have helped draft the 
response by the representative of the halal authority to the certifier informing him in no uncertain terms 
that his conduct was unacceptable. This kind of stand-over tactic and intimidation is limited to one or 
two halal certifiers and the government not only knows about this incident but has repeatedly failed to 
do anything about it and other potentially illegal and irregular practices. That is one of the reasons why I 
have consistently called for reform and development of halal certification.  

No other department (or indeed organisation) would have a clearer or more accurate picture of the 
value of halal to the national economy than the Department of Agriculture and its Minister the Hon. 
Barnaby Joyce.  Mr. Joyce has been highly critical of those groups who want to boycott or denigrate 
halal certification because he sees their campaigns as being dangerous for Australia’s International trade 
and diplomatic relations. He sees these groups as provocative spoilers wanting Australia to pick a fight 
“with our nearest neighbours and some of our best trading partners”; a fight which “we never need to 
have”. He is reported to have said that the impact of their actions on the economy would be disastrous 
such that for example “beef prices could increase threefold or thousands of meatworkers could be 
sacked unless protesters cease their campaign against halal certification” (The Guardian & the Australian 
13 April 2015). He is also reported to have said that the effect of halal certification on prices is to reduce 
them rather than increase them. He was clear and unambiguous about the value and importance of 
these market for Australia stating that “in the rural sector, we know these are really strong markets for 
us, big markets, reliable markets that stood the test of time, and we work very well [with them]. They 
don’t ask us to become Islamic, we don’t ask them to become Christians, we trade extremely well and 
we get along very well and we understand each other very well and we don’t want any unnecessary 
heat brought into this space because the only people who [will] lose in this will be us”. This indeed is an 
impressive and candid appraisal of our trade relations with these countries and a warning signal to those 
who want to trash it. It is not easy to find a more unequivocal and indeed more sobering endorsement 
of halal certification and its importance for this country than Mr. Joyce’s.  

The certification landscape appears at present to be overcrowded compared to the number of certifiers 
Australia had in the recent past. Sometime In 2011 or 2012 there were approximately 13 registered halal 
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certifiers in Australia. According to the current list of May 2015 there are approximately 22 
http://www.agriculture.gov.au/export/food/meat/elmer-3/list-islamic-halal-certification. This 
overcrowding may have led to over certification or excessive certification where commodities that do 
not need certification are certified. It has also led sometimes to lax, inappropriate or fraudulent 
practices in order to make the certification business economically viable. Due to the above consideration 
and for purposes of efficiency the number should be significantly reduced but not to the extent that it 
can adversely affect competition. The numbers for 2011/12 would be reasonable or can even be made 
slightly lower (say reduced to ten). Competition should also be made open so that a certifier can operate 
in most States or at least two States rather than be limited to one State as is the current practice 
endorsed by some overseas halal authorities. Companies that operate across State jurisdictions must 
also be allowed to choose one certifier to cover all their certification requirements. On the whole 
Australia must have greater control over the number of halal certifiers and at least some of the essential 
criteria of their selection in terms of professionalism integrity and competence. And it is imperative that 
this be made transparent. There should also be an independent oversight office that monitors and 
reports on the activities and performance of halal certifiers. It can also be responsible for reform and 
development of halal certification. One of the most urgently needed reforms which this office can do is 
to act as “reserve’ or back up office to certify halal food in the event of a certifier being deregistered or 
failing to meet certification needs of halal registered establishments. If this kind of office is established, I 
believe, the standard and performance of halal certifiers and their certification practices will be 
significantly improved. It will also enhance Australia’s leadership role and reputation in halal markets. 

(f) The importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and returns to 
producers 

The global halal market is a huge, robust and lucrative international market. There are more than 1.6 
billion consumers in this market. It is one of the biggest food markets in the world. Consumption of halal 
is no longer limited to Muslim consumers and is increasingly becoming popular or accepted by non-
Muslims world wide except perhaps certain groups in countries like Australia who are hostile to halal 
and Muslims. According to research commissioned by the Dubai Chamber of Commerce the halal food 
industry was worth US $ 1.1 trillion dollars in 2013. It estimates that the global share of the food and 
beverages market accounted for 16.6 percent. The UAE halal food market alone (dominated by 
unpackaged red meat at 78.7 per cent) was valued at $ 20 billion dollars in 2013. The outlook is even 
more impressive. The global halal food market is expected to be worth 1.6 trillion dollars in 2018, 
growing at a compound growth rate of 6.9 percent. There are also higher estimates which claim that the 
halal market was worth US$ 2 trillion dollars 2008, when halal food is combined non-food halal products 
(i.e. cosmetics & pharmaceutical products etc.). What this shows is that the halal market is one of the 
fastest growing and lucrative food markets in the world.    

Australia is good at producing for and exporting to this market. It can even do better by seeking a 
leadership role in it. To progress towards this objective Australia’s performance must improve 
considerably. Its current foothold in the market is not very strong. The growth in Australia’s trade in this 
market is largely due to its natural endowment more than it is to concrete or farsighted efforts to 
capture a larger share of the global halal market. Australia needs better and targeted strategies than we 

http://www.agriculture.gov.au/export/food/meat/elmer-3/list-islamic-halal-certification
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currently have to do this. What we must desist from doing in particular is to undermine the dynamism of 
this market by engaging internally in racist and anti-Muslim antics. People will notice and decide to go 
elsewhere to satisfy their import needs. In other words a Bernardian (a reference to Senator Cory 
Bernardi) world view of halal is extremely dangerous for Australia trade relations. We must refrain from 
doing anything that will jeopardise our position and or stand in the way of our objectives of playing a 
constructive role in this market. The international halal market is highly sensitive to the unnecessary 
interventions and biased views advocated by anti-Muslim groups. 

I am not aware of the existence of independent and reliable source of statistics for halal exports in 
Australia. What is available in my view is not integrated but scattered. The department of Agriculture 
and the Department of Trade are in a better position to provide such statistics as may be relevant to this 
inquiry than I. And on this score I look forward to their input on this matter to the inquiry. It would have 
been a good idea if the Bureau of statistics were to collate statistical information on halal certified 
exports and their destinations including volume and value by country, which I understand it does not do 
at present. This would have been far more readily accessible than any other source.   

(g) The extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including, but not 
limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; any related matters 

According to the Department of Agriculture’s “List of recognised Islamic bodies for halal certification of 
red meat” of 12 May 2015 (and reviewed on 26 May 2015) there are 22 such entities in Australia. This is 
the complete list of halal certifiers in Australia http://www.agriculture.gov.au/export/food/meat/elmer-
3/list-islamic-halal-certification . This kind of information is very useful for the public and consumers 
despite its serious deficiencies. However two inaccurate and misleading terms stand out in this heading. 
Firstly all halal certification organisations are said to be Islamic societies secondly there is the suggestion 
that (red) meat is the only product they certify.  Neither is true. It is important to point out that all the 
halal certifiers are not Islamic societies, even though some may disguise themselves as being so and 
even though the government claims that they are. Secondly, red meat is not the only product they 
certify. Packaged and bottled products are increasingly being certified as halal by some of these 
organisations. But there is no list one can find anywhere for this category of certification.  

If the organisations in the list are authorised to certify only red meat as the list suggests then why is it 
are they certifying bottled and packaged food and on whose authority are they doing so? The fact is that 
they have no such authority from Australia or from anywhere else. This is characteristic of the 
haphazard way halal certification has developed and is applied in this country. And it has to change. 
(Please see chapter 6 “Accessing Global Halal Market) 

Halal certification organisations have long ceased to be wholly or even predominantly Islamic societies, 
if in fact they ever were. There are three categories of halal certifiers. Firstly those that are 
unambiguously mosque or in other ways religiously based societies; secondly those that are privately 
owned family concerns and thirdly those that are sole traders or partnerships. Sometimes the 
boundaries seem blurred. It gives lie to the insidious claims by anti-halal groups that all are Mosques 
that charge a religious tax or support terrorism.   

http://www.agriculture.gov.au/export/food/meat/elmer-3/list-islamic-halal-certification
http://www.agriculture.gov.au/export/food/meat/elmer-3/list-islamic-halal-certification
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I have no criticism of halal certifiers being any of these categories. Such diversity may even be desirable 
in some circumstances. What is wrong and deceptive is that many of them claim to be that which they 
are not or deliberately disguise the fact they are not Islamic societies. They do this out of excessive self 
interest and deceit. Most overseas authorities insist on halal certifiers to be Islamic societies, otherwise 
they would not be or may not be accredited to certify.  I have serious reservation that this is good for 
halal certification and it is an issue that can be taken up with halal authorities as part of a broader 
reform agenda. There are many other things halal certifiers also disguise or misrepresent. Disguise and 
misrepresentation are rife in and indeed characteristic of these societies. (See chapter, 5, and 7 of 
“Accessing Global Halal Market”). For example halal authorities such as Majelis Ulema Indonesia (MUI) 
require that “Islamic societies” that certify food incorporate into their structure a Fatwa (legal) and 
technical/scientific Committees. It is questionable whether this is necessary to have although it is not an 
issue that is necessarily relevant to this inquiry except in terms making a case for a broadly based 
reform. What is extremely relevant is that all halal certification organisations claim that they have done 
so- that is to say they have incorporated these committees. The reality is however sharply different. The 
overwhelming majority do not and most probably can not. Some are so small and have so little money it 
is not possible for them to incorporate the committees required by Indonesia. One would have thought 
that the halal authority would be duly concerned about the disjunction between the claim and the 
reality but this appears not to be the case. In any event the list that is actually submitted to the 
authorities is fictitious. The overwhelming majority (or all) of the halal certifiers can not substantiate the 
claim that their committees have expertise or Knowledge in Islamic law and/or Science.  I have heard 
that some ordinary people are included in the list without their knowledge or consent and without them 
being part of or having anything to do with the organisation making the claim. This is yet another 
disguise to hide widespread malpractices. But they get away with it, because they are not called to 
account. 

These matters and others like them are not in the public domain nor are they easily discoverable. They 
are matters also that the public or halal consumers do not necessarily need to know whereas the 
government does. They can however be the focus of reform and development of halal certification 
organisations. The condition of the halal certifiers is analogous to that of a car which while being driven 
parts of the engine are falling off, and no one seems to be concerned about it or attending to its repair. 
Ultimately it is reasonable to expect that the engine will cease to operate. Perhaps a patch up job will do 
to extend its operation. But a complete overhaul will be vastly better and more enduring solution.  

The public does not need extensive information about halal certifiers or about halal certification. The 
adequacy of information depends on the extent to which such information is relevant or necessary for 
reform. Importantly this should not be anymore than that which is required of other businesses in the 
same category, with due sensitivity to and consideration for the international character of this trade. 
That however should in no way detract from the fact that halal certification and halal certifiers who 
operate it have a lot of problems that need to be sorted out. The problems start with and generally end 
up with the halal certifier(s), particularly how they manage, control and render halal in the market place. 
At the outset we need to know what kind of organisations they are and what kind of products they are 
accredited to certify. At present everything about them appears obscure, ill-defined & opaque, 
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sometimes perhaps deliberately so. There is nothing wrong with current arrangements in term of 
categories such as Islamic, private business, sole trader or a partnership organisations becoming halal 
certifiers. Professional competence and educational profile of those who manage them must be high on 
the criteria of selecting who can be a halal certifier. The higher the standards of competence, the better 
the delivery and provision of services are likely to be.  One of the major weaknesses of current 
certification organisations is that the standard of communication of certifiers with their clients is 
extremely weak except where the collection of fees and charges are concerned in which case they are 
robust.  Rudimentary organisations with a generally low educational profile such as they are can hardly 
be expected to satisfy the needs of complex and sophisticated organisations which form a significant 
proportion of their clients.  

The certification process for meat in its written form can be sound in most cases but not in some. 
However, sometimes there are sharp disparities between the processes as they appear in the halal 
program of a particular company and their application on the ground. It would indicate among other 
things that auditing by halal certifiers is either lax or is not being conducted at all. This is one of the most 
serious matters in halal certification of red meat. What makes it even more serious is that the 
government which has a significant control and oversight over these organisations appears to have 
chosen not to intervene or look the other way when it knows fully well that in some circumstances 
things are getting seriously out hand. This aversion to intervene has become so entrenched in the 
psyche of government officers they are quite happy to let matters drift. I refer in particular to the halal 
processes of a particular company I have investigated on 20-22 April 2009 and another investigated by 
the famous Indonesian magazine Tempo and published in its issue of 2 March 2014. Information of this 
kind is not relevant to or useful for the public least of all for the Australian public or consumers. These 
are however extremely important issues which governments have to deal with and a good reason for 
conducting a broadly based reform. 

Abdul (Abdullahi) Ayan   

International Halal Consultant 
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Preface 

(From “Accessing the Global Halal Market” by Abdullahi Ayan) 

They ask thee what is halal (or lawful) to them as food. 
Say: “Lawful unto you are all things good, wholesome and pure… 
(Al Quran 5:5) 

They ask thee concerning wine (alcohol &drugs) and gambling. 
Say: [O Prophet] in them there is great harm and some benefit for human 
beings, but the harm is far greater than the benefit.  
(Al Quran 2:219) 

O ye who believe! Do not prohibit (make haram) the good thing which 
God has made halal (lawful) for you  
and do not transgress. Lo! God loves not transgressors. 
(Al Quran 5:90-91) 

Do you not see that God has subjected to your (use) all things 
in the heavens and on earth, and has made His bounties flow to you 
in exceeding measure, both seen and unseen…? (Al Quran 31:20) 



 

27 May 2015 

The Hon. Barnaby Joyce 

Minister for Agriculture 

Re: A fair Senate inquiry or one tainted by anti-Islamic Prejudice?  

I am deeply saddened as many Australian Muslims are that the Australian Senate & the Government 
have thrown caution and rationality to the wind by approving an inquiry into halal certification that is 
rooted in prejudice & paranoia. It is most disingenuous Sir, to dress it up as a broadly based inquiry into 
various certification schemes not just halal certification when in fact the others are at best incidental-- 
conveniently attached to mask the real purpose. The approval of the inquiry marks the culmination of a 
long running campaign by anti-halal, anti-Muslim groups against halal certification. The initiative to have 
this inquiry has been campaigned for initiated by and pushed through the Senate by Senator Cory 
Bernardi, , some of his cross bench colleagues,  Q Society,  Australian Independence Party and other 
openly anti-Muslim anti-halal  groups.  The support of the Liberal & National parties made it possible to 
pass the senate. Whatever justifications you may make for this inquiry the origins, purpose and intent of 
this inquiry are obvious and nothing you can do or say will change its anti-Muslim character.  

It is the view of many Muslims that those who have pushed this agenda are doing a great disservice to 
Australia and its international reputation. This inquiry is unnecessary and potentially damaging to 
Australian multiculturalism, to international trade, to Australian business, to Australian Muslims and to 
halal consumers worldwide. Halal trade is a highly lucrative and dynamic international trade. It depends, 
like trade in other products, on a great deal of goodwill, which through the aggressive and high profile 
attacks by these groups has now been trashed. Acting in this way is a monumental folly that can not be 
easily undone. It is most unfortunate that the government did nothing to combat these damaging 
campaigns including the approval of the Senate inquiry.  

Halal certification is an issue that least requires a Senate inquiry of the kind that has been established. 
What it required was a departmental or an independent investigation, free from the political overtones 
of the current Senate inquiry. And I must stress I have been very much in favour of such an investigation. 
In fact I have written to you, your department and your predecessor of the need for reform and 
development of halal certification. In a number of articles and in my book on the subject 



http://www.amazon.com/Accessing-Global-Halal-Market-Abdullahi/dp/1479217778 I identify many of 
the problems of halal certification and propose that urgent attention be given to reforming its structure, 
performance and management. The purpose of doing this is to make halal certification more efficient 
and more responsive to the needs of business and halal consumers worldwide. It is indeed an approach 
that envisages Australia to assume a leadership role in the global halal market. This is markedly different 
from the kind of changes which anti-halal groups are calling for. Whereas anti- Halal groups call for 
abolishing halal certification I call for strengthening it. Whereas they misrepresent and misinform people 
about halal I offer an authentic understanding of it which can enable business take maximum advantage 
of the opportunities which this market offers.  

There is one basic truth about halal food; it is overwhelmingly about products that Humanity (Muslims 
and non-Muslims) consumes everyday. Halal therefore is not peculiar to Muslims even if the term may 
make it seem to be. What is peculiar to us Muslims (Jews & others) is that we do not consume products 
like pork and alcohol etc. To say that a particular food is halal is to say that Islam places no barriers on 
consuming it. That in fact is the fundamental definition of halal: that everything is halal except A,B ,C ( a 
small number of specified products such as pork that are prohibited). The purpose of halal certification 
is not in fact about halal itself but about validating the absence of haram in the composition of the 
products that are sold or offered for consumption. What must be pointed out is that there should be no 
objection to halal at all, because to do so is to object to the very products that we all consume on a daily 
basis including water, bread, fruit vegetables and rice etc. The “NO to Halal” “No to Islam” campaign” 
does not make any sense at all, except for the fact that it is anti-Muslim campaign. Another important 
fact is that halal certification is a modern development barely 50 years old. It has been necessitated 
largely by modern methods of food production and globalisation. Importantly halal certification is not 
solely about meeting religiously based standards, it is also increasingly about marketing and market 
access. I shall make a submission to the Senate inquiry for what it is worth about these matters even 
though I consider its formation and membership (if known anti-Muslim senators are part of it) as being 
tainted by prejudice.    

I presume you can not undo the establishment of the Senate inquiry. However what you can do is not to 
rely solely on this inquiry but to conduct your own departmental or independent investigation and to 
carry out any reforms that may be necessary. It is my conviction that a Senate inquiry is not the 
appropriate form of inquiry in this instance. There is in my view nothing of substance that a Senate 
inquiry of this kind can find, reveal or recommend which an ordinary independent or expert 
investigation can not; so, why a Senate inquiry in the first place? I am particularly concerned about the 
participation in the Senate Committee of individual senators whose bias against halal certification is well 
known such as Senators Cory Bernardi and Lambie or the influence they may have over the inquiry. The 
question is how can such an inquiry be fair or objective? How can people appearing before it have 
confidence in it?  I repeat Sir, you could have investigated any issues of concern about halal certification 
without the need for a tainted inquiry of this kind. I want to place my views on record and hope that you 
would not mind me forwarding this letter as part of my submission to the inquiry.  

http://www.amazon.com/Accessing-Global-Halal-Market-Abdullahi/dp/1479217778


Yours sincerely 

Abdul Ayan 

Aus-Halal Pty Ltd. 

Mobile:  
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From: julie rook  
Sent: Wednesday, 10 June 2015 8:19 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: halal

Hello, why are we paying an extra tax on some items, to a religious group
which is bringing havoc, death and destruction within the world, Where does
this money go????
I try not to buy Halal  products as it is supporting Muslims no one should
have to pay a tax on someone else's religious beliefs, you are probably
funding terrorism, dont laugh, we are all like sheep being led astray
BE WISE STOP THIS
Julie rook 

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au
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From: Kev  
Sent: Wednesday, 10 June 2015 8:42 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Re the third party certification of food.

To whoever receives this email.    I and many of my friends oppose the halal blackmailing of
 businesses for thousands of $$$$ or they will boycott
their products.    This is absolutely obscene in every facet.      All this does is put the price of
 every item for the honest consumer up.    There is  no
accountability for halal to explain where this money goes although it is suspected that most or all
 of it goes to finance isis or other home grown
terrorist activities.    When only 2% of the community are islamics, why should they have the
 right to hold the community, particularly the food industry to ransom.    This halal certification
 must stop now and the islamics told, if they do not like the food as it is produced prior to halal,
 then don’t eat it.    The meat works now have to Slaughter the animal while facing mecca.    
 What does cadbury’s chocolate need to do to appease these
blackmailers?     If they are not stopped now, then all businesses that have succumbed to halal’s
 bribery should have the warning in large capital letters printed so consumers know that that
 supplier pays bribery money and can then boycott that product.    I hope and pray that you can
 see through this agenda to fleece honest hardworking Australians and ban halal altogether.  

Yours faithfully;

K. Gilchrist.

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au
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From: Cheryl Rudd  
Sent: Wednesday, 10 June 2015 10:51 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: third party certification of food

Senate Standing Committees on Economics
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600

Dear Senators,

First of all I would like to thank you for speaking up on behalf of the majority of Australians. I am
 very concerned about Halal certification. I would like to know why this certification is in Australia
 for such a small minority of the population. I would like to see this particular certification
 abolished and recognised as a scam. The cost of this is always passed on to the consumer and so
 we have little choice about where our money is going and who is being supported by my
 contribution. Perhaps consumers should be able to apply for a refund from the government for
 contributing to something we don’t support.  I would like very clear labelling so I can choose not
 to support Islam. I would like to know exactly where the money for this certification goes.

Regards

Cheryl Rudd

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au
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From: Annie  
Sent: Wednesday, 10 June 2015 11:56 AM 
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: re Halal certification

June 10th, 2015

TO:

Senate Standing Committees on Economics
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600

As an Australian, born and bred, I would like to voice my total disgust at the Halal
 certification of food products which are on the shelves of our supermarkets etc. 
 There has obviously been no thought or discussion on how this impacts on the
 thinking Australian.  I now make every attempt to avoid any food products which
 bear the Halal label and what makes me even more furious is that many
 manufacturers/producers who are paying the certification fee for their products
 are NOT labelling their products  as such.  This galls me as I have every right to
 know if a portion of the cost of the product which I choose to buy is making its
 way directly into the pocket of terrorists and many other institutions that directly
 support Islam.

I am also disgusted with the way in which animals are being ‘slaughtered’ for the
 sake of Halal.  The Australian government voiced their disgust when Indonesia
 was caught red handed treating animals, which Australia had exported to their
 country, in the most appalling and barbaric ways.  I have not seen or heard of any
 such comment from the Australian government regarding the way in which
 animals are being treated i.e. throats cut and left to bleed out without any
 sedation etc. 

Halal certification is just the tip of the ice berg but it is the focus of this discussion.
 Before we know it Sharia law will have been introduced into our country and all
 our fundamental rights as Australian citizens will cease as we know them now.

You only have to look at countries such as Britain, Norway, Sweden, France and
 Canada to see what a devastating effect Islam has had on their countries. Do we
 want that to happen to Australia, NO NO NO.

It is about time the Australian government stopped being ‘nice’, grew some balls
 and did something positive about this NOW.  

If the Halal certification was stopped the Islamic leaders/community might realise

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au
mailto:Natasha.Rusjakovski@aph.gov.au


 that we as a country are not going to stand for this anymore, nor will we stand for
 any other way they choose to try and infiltrate this country i.e. with their
 beliefs/religion etc.
 
Enough is enough.
 
Thank you for the opportunity to voice my opinion and I look forward to the
 outcome of  this discussion.
 
Yours faithfully,
 
Lesley Anne Sullivan
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From: Craig Masterton  
Sent: Wednesday, 10 June 2015 12:39 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal certification

Please look into the rort which is Halal certification. Why is it even
necessary for domestic food products? Halal certification is a new
thing, Islam is NOT! What have the Muslims been eating for 000's of
years without halal certification? Why is it necessary for items such as
chocolate? Every business owner KNOWS that a cost like this gets passed
on to the consumer. There is nowhere else for it to go.

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
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From:  
Sent: Wednesday, 10 June 2015 12:39 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal Inquiry

To whom it may concern

I am writing this letter to advise you that I do not agree with Halal certification on the
 following points 

1. Why are products like Water , Honey , Milk and many others that are naturally Halal  ,
 being certified ? When there is no need to have them certified.

2. Why are the certification fees that are collected privately  being used to fund the rise of
 Islam in Australia ? And to build Islamic schools In this country and other countries
 also. They only support Islamic charities here and overseas no others.

3. We Australian's who do not believe in their religion or any religion for that matter are
 being forced to support the religion called Islam through the Halal certification fees
 which are added to the cost of the products that we purchase weekly .I don't care what
 big business say about them not passing on the cost , NO business can afford not to pass
 costs on.

4. I personally do not want to pay for someone else's religion or dietary requirements .

5. I demand that these companies that pay for certification be required by law to inform
 us the consumers if their product is certified Halal , so that I and many others will then
 have a choice if we purchase their products . We the consumer are being lied to on a
 daily basis about what is certified and what is not . We demand to know the truth .

6. Why is it that nearly ALL abattoirs  in Australia pay up to $27,000 a month in
 certification fees and meat that is consumed In Australia where only 2% of the
 population required Halal ? Why cant I buy and meat in country Northern New south
 Wales  that isn't halal ?

7. Do my beliefs matter to this Government ? Or do they only care about 2% of the
 population ?

8. Halal certification is nothing more than a religious scam , that we Australian's are
 being forced to pay. I demand that it stops

9. If people need special religious requirements it should be a user pay , if you need it you
 pay for it , I shouldn't be forced to pay for other religious people's requirements .

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au
mailto:Natasha.Rusjakovski@aph.gov.au


Please  investigate this issue , we Australians demand real action.

Paul Ryan

http://www.incredimail.com/?id=621159&did=10501&ppd=2820,201206281812,9,1,1955346835775356927&rui=154323091&app_test_id=0&sd=20150610
http://www.incredimail.com/?id=621159&did=10501&ppd=2820,201206281812,9,1,1955346835775356927&rui=154323091&app_test_id=0&sd=20150610
http://www.incredimail.com/?id=621159&did=10501&ppd=2820,201206281812,9,1,1955346835775356927&rui=154323091&app_test_id=0&sd=20150610
http://www.incredimail.com/?id=621159&did=10501&ppd=2820,201206281812,9,1,1955346835775356927&rui=154323091&app_test_id=0&sd=20150610
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Submission to the Senate Enquiry into Third Party Certification of Food

Introduction

Australia was founded on Christian values and as far as religion is concerned is still 
predominately Christian with 61% of the population identifying as such. As Australians we 
are accepting of all religious beliefs, even when they may conflict with our own values.  I 
have tried to keep this in mind whilst constructing this submission as much as possible by 
regarding differing religious beliefs accordingly and trying to come to a considered 
conclusion where one group’s beliefs impinge on another’s. Where a clash of beliefs has been 
identified I have referred to  relevant scriptures to identify the root cause and then determined 
an outcome based on as much fact as possible with the least amount of subjective influence. 
The majority of my extended family is Christian however I am an Atheist.

Religious Food Certification in Australia

Religious food certification in Australia only started in the 1980’. Prior to this Australians 
with religious beliefs relating to the food they consumed were able to make choices based on 
common knowledge and the listed ingredients on packaging - where available. Everyone 
survived and there was no additional cost passed on to the consumer and no bias shown 
towards any particular group.

 Religious food certification has since grown into an industry worth many millions of dollars 
and not only certifies food products themselves but now the entire foods supply chain. Other 
products that are not even human food products, such as cosmetics and cat food, are now also 
being certified along with other supply services such as transportation.  With the certification 
fees charged at many stages during the supply process the total cost is cumulative and ends 
up being passed to the end consumer. 

Individual Religious Requirements

Religious food certification is based directly on specific requirements as indicated in the 
individual religious scriptures. As such these should be looked at to determine where a type 
of certification may or may not be required.

Islam

The Quran indicates in (5:5)13 that “Today all good things have been made lawful for you. 
The food of the Ahlul Kitab (Christian) is lawful for you as your food is lawful for them.”  

The Quran also, in 2:172-173, specifically identifies food that is Haram (not permitted) with 
“You who believe, eat the good things we have provided for you and be grateful to God, if it 
is Him that you worship. He has only forbidden you carrion, blood, pig’s meat, and animals 
over which any name other than God’s has been invoked.” 



As for drinks the Quran states in 2:219-10, “They ask you [Prophet] about intoxicants and 
gambling: say, ‘There is a great sin in both, and some benefit for people: the sin is greater 
than the benefit.”

These Islamic passages indicate that all food that is permissible to Christians is also 
permissible to Islamic people with the exception of carrion, blood and pig, anything that has 
been dedicated to another god, and the consumption of intoxicants such as alcohol.

On the Halal page of the Islamic Council of Victoria’s web site it notes ‘In general every 
food is considered halal in Islam unless it is strictly prohibited by the Quran or the Hadith.

Furthermore when an Islamic person is unsure if a food is permissible they are able to 
dedicate it to Allah by saying ‘Bismillah’ over the food before eating it.

Christianity

The Christian Bible says, in ACTS 15:29, ‘For it seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us to 
lay upon you no greater burden than these essentials: that you abstain from things sacrificed 
to idols and from blood and from things strangled and from fornication’.  

For Christians the problem comes when Allah’s name is pronounced over the food during the 
process. Many interpret this to mean the animal has been sacrificed to a false god—an idol – 
and cannot be eaten.

Hindu and Sikh

Hindu and Sikh followers, who make up 1.6% of the Australian population, are specifically 
forbidden to consume meat that is slaughtered slowly, as in Halal and Kosher rituals, as the 
meat is considered Kuttha

Comparison of Religious Requirements

When considering the religious scriptures it is clear that an Islamic person may eat any food 
that a Christian may eat, with the exceptions of the specifically Haram products, and that a 
Christian, Sikh, or Hindu followers is not able to eat food that has been dedicated to Allah. 

Labelling

There is currently no labelling requirement permitting consumers to identify whether or not a 
food product has been certified and in many cases manufacturers are choosing to not label 
their products due to some consumers avoiding certain types of certification due to their 
beliefs.

Finance Concerns

I have concerns in relation to funds raised through certification schemes and how those funds 
are utilised, primarily with the Halal certification schemes.  I acknowledge that federal 
investigations have not been able to make any direct links between Certifiers and Listed 
Terrorist Organisations however;  that does not address funds that are passed through 



charities such as ‘Al Imdaad’ who then pass money onto organisations as they see fit. Using a 
third party charity to pass funds through delinks the Australian organisation and avoids 
recriminations against that organisation in Australia. This practice must be stopped with 
legislation requiring any funds procured from Australian Consumers for religious 
certification to be fully auditable throughout the entire process, from the point of sale to end 
use, through all third party charities. To permit this the Australian Government should 
produce a list of approved charities to receive such donations. It should be up to the group 
wishing to make the donation, with the assistance of the receiving charity, to show that the 
charity is on the level and not just a forwarding house to send funds to terrorist groups. This 
can be funded by removing the charitable status of these businesses.

Personal Choice

My immediate family refuses to support any religious groups, we do not want to eat food that 
has been sacrificed to any god, and do not support inhumane slaughtering of animals, such as 
reversible stunning. The RSPCA is currently ignoring the fact that Halal slaughtering is an 
inhumane practice that causes excessive distress and pain to the animal at the time of 
slaughter. I believe that there should not be any exemptions in relation to slaughtering 
practices based on religious belief.

Due to the widespread use of Halal certification my immediate family are boycotting Halal 
certified products as much as possible. This has proven to be extremely difficult and costly as 
it appears the majority of food products in our supermarkets are Halal certified. For example 
just about all dairy, bakery and meat products in the local supermarkets are Halal certified 
with very few items actually being labelled. I do not have a choice in many instances and am 
forced to buy religiously certified products as there is no alternative.

Export Requirements

Foreign markets may request religious certification on products for import. The requirement 
should be examined and if deemed appropriate by the manufacturer/exporter the products 
certification costs should be passed to the export market. Liabilities incurred to meet export 
requirements should not be passed to the Australian consumer.

Summary

The current practices for Religious certification of products and services in Australia are 
directly impinging on the religious rights and beliefs of the majority of Australians. 
Religiously certified products are not legally required to be labelled, the current majority of 
products do not show that they are certified, and the consumer is not able to make an 
informed decision at the point of sale. 

Clearly the scope of certification practices has expanded for financial gain with no 
demonstrated basis for the certification in many cases.

Religious slaughter processes should meet the standards set by the RSPCA with no 
exemptions on religious grounds.



If the current certification practices are allowed to continue then funds raised by certification 
agencies from Australian consumers should be fully auditable to prevent them being 
channelled through third party charities to Listed Terrorist Organisations. As such any charity 
receiving funds raised from the Australian consumer should be on an Australian Government 
approved charitable organisation list. Any charity on the list should make available on request 
of the Australian Government all of the beneficiaries of the charity. This process should 
continue through any further transactions until the funds have been expended.

The most suitable outcome that would suit all religions groups would be for the Religious 
Certification of food to cease on products for consumption in the Australian domestic market. 

The religious certification of services and other products cannot be justified and should not be 
allowed to continue.

Note: All data relating to religious population has been taken from the Australian Census of 
2011.
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Dear Committee,

There is obviously a lot of information circulating about halal certification, and many people are 
responding emotionally to this issue. We may never know for sure whether halal certification fees 
are funding terrorism. We may never know for sure whether tactics used to get companies to pay 
certification fees are lawful or not. But what we can know for sure is whether companies are having 
their products halal certified.

The current labelling requirements (TOR point B) seem to be grossly inadequate as many companies 
are already paying halal certification fees yet there is nothing on their packaging to indicate this. Is it 
just me, or do you also find it interesting that a company would pay for halal certification yet then 
not advertise that fact? If halal certification is necessary for Muslims, how do they know which 
products they are allowed to eat if there is no label stating the product is halal certified? Maybe, just 
maybe they don’t actually need products to be halal certified in the first place.

This brings me to the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification 
fees (TOR point C). Whilst there are many questions surrounding halal certification that may never 
be answered, labelling is one area that can definitely be resolved. It should be mandatory for any 
company that pays halal certification fees to clearly display this fact on the packaging of ANY 
products they manufacture (not just the products that are certified, but also the rest of their product 
range).

My hope is that, with mandatory labelling on packaging, consumers will be able to make an 
informed buying decision – and isn’t that the right of every individual?

Thank you for the opportunity to make this submission.
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The Economics References Committee’s inquiry into food certification

Thank you for the opportunity to make my submission to the Committee and 
thank you Senator for  initiating  the inquiry into Halal, Koscher,Organic food 
labelling ,certification processes , fees and any related matter.

I am an ordinary retired 66 yr old married 3rd generation Australian man with 2 
sons and several grandchildren, I was bought up as a Christian, married in a 
Christian Church and although not a church goer I still try to live by the 
principals of the Christian Church.

According to the 2011 Australian census we had 13,150,672 persons who 
identified as Christians 61.1 % of the Australian population or 66.9 % of 
responders.   

The number of persons identifying as followers of Islam 476,291 or 2.2% of the 
Australian population or 2.4 % of responders. 

The number of persons who identified as followers of Judaism 97,335 or 0.5 % 
of the population.

The number of persons who identified as followers of Hinduism 275,533 or 
1.3% of the population or 1.4% of responders. 

So in Australia we have 13,523,540 persons indentified as following 3 of the 
larger religions  Christianity, Judaism, Hinduism ,  also we have 4,796,786 
persons that claim to follow no religion!

Altogether we have 21,031,428 of the population who follow other religions or 
no religion as against 476,291 followers of islam or 2.09 % of the Australian 
population.

So how do they demand and get away with this dodgy scheme ??? 

A NUMBER of the region’s top Muslim leaders signed a secret deal in Mecca 
last year to tie up more of the $1 trillion halal certification market.
The meeting was called by a Saudi-born ultra-orthodox Wahhabi leader in a bid 
to set up a new umbrella organisation and investment fund to control the 
booming market, The Australian reported today.

Ok by now you realise I am not happy with the halal scheme!!!!

http://www.theaustralian.com.au/in-depth/community-under-siege/halal-certification-charter-signed-in-secret-in-mecca/story-fnubfp6c-1227367563146


I as an Australian of the majority Christian Faith want to know how have our 
ELECTED government allowed 2.09 % of the population hold to ransom the 
other 97.91% of the country by allowing this religious so called symbol to be 
forced on us without any say about it. 

This is covert religious extremism and creeping Islamic fundamentalism making 
its way into Australia by the back door. It is completely wrong that the food 
sensitivities of Australian Muslims — who amount to just 2.09 per cent of the 
population — should take precedence over the other 97.91  per cent.

Ok some other questions.
Why are some companies paying the halal tax but not showing it on their 
products?
Where is the tax going ? Overseas ? 
Do these companies really believe that Australians are that stupid that although 
they are paying the tax that none of it is passed onto the unsuspecting Aussie 
consumer???
Why are so many products covered under the halal umbrella when they are 
already halal by definition such as milk , butter ,cheese etc. the list goes on & 
on.
The process of gaining the certificate is shrouded in secret.
The financial records of those collecting the tax is hidden under a cloak.

Until the tax is removed we will, because of the lack of open  knowledge 
suspect that it is being used against us .
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I would prefer not to buy products certified to a religion I don't 
follow
where possible. To that end, I ask that it be mandatory for all 
religiously
certified products be registered in a centralised, publicly 
available database.
That will help everyone.
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When I am forced to buy halal, some of my money goes to Islamic schools.  In one 

such school (in Melbourne) children are told Jews poison our bananas and that Jews 

are implicated in both 9/11 and ISIS.  Please check the sources cited in '  

Wikipedia.   

 

Senate Committee on halal - please stop this. 

 

H Miller 
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Halal certification ought to be banned as soon as possible. It hinders religious freedom, and it's 
unfair. Due to its sometimes vague labelling, it hinders the freedom of choice of people who don't 
want to buy halal-certified products. Halal certification may also support people who mean to harm 
Australia.

In Australia we have freedom of religion. People are free to follow their own religion, as long as 
that religion is not an anti-social cult which can cause harm to the country. Halal certification (HC) 
raises money for only one religion, namely Islam. But it raises that money from people who are not 
Muslims, i.e., the vast majority of people in this country. I think most ordinary people don't know 
much about HC, and don't research their purchases much. In any case, it's hard to know which items
are halal-certified, because not all halal-certified items have the certification logo on the packaging.

By forcing ordinary people to support Islam by buying groceries at the supermarket, HC impedes 
those people's freedom of religion and freedom of choice. Why should anybody have to undertake 
research to know whether or not their weekly shopping trip to the supermarket will be in aid of a 
religion they not an adherent of, or are against? We never had to before. 

Also, it is not clear where exactly the money raised by HC goes. It's clear that it goes to Islam, but 
more than that it is hard to say. If people are going to be supporting a religion that is not their own, 
they have the right to know what the money will be used for.

If Muslims really want items sold in this country to be certified as religiously clean, then there is no 
reason why they should not take on the financial burden of that for themselves. They should not 
impose the cost of HC on non-Muslims. That is unfair. Is there any good reason why they do not do 
this already?

All other religions make their own money from their own adherents, or their own businesses. Why 
can't Islam do the same? Why can't Islamic businesses produce and sell their own products, to 
customers who really want to buy them? Why not in this way participate freely in Australian 
business life?

Of halal-certified food, halal meat is in a special category. It stifles freedom of religion in another 
way. Halal meat is food which has literally been sacrificed to an idol. The idol in this case is the 
black stone housed in Mecca, which the slaughterer must face when killing the beast. While doing 
so, he must also dedicate the slaughter to 'Allah', which is a pagan god to Christians and Jews. 
Christians are not supposed to eat anything that has been sacrificed to an idol.

So it is blatantly against religious freedom to sell halal-certified meat openly to people as ordinary 
meat. The simple act of buying meat at a supermarket should not hamper Australians' freedom of 
religion. Halal meat should only be available at special butchers. Its cost should reflect its scarcity 
and its small customer base, i.e. the laws of supply and demand. But at the moment it seems to be 
widespread in ordinary supermarkets. Many people are unaware of that.

The last reason that HC should be banned is that in 2015, Islam is if nothing else, dubious. Nobody 
wants to say this, because it's not PC. But the truth is that Muslim terrorist organisations mean to 
harm our people, our country and our allies. People might compare HC to kosher certification, but 
the bald fact is that in 2015, terrorist organisations are Muslim, not Jewish, or any other religion. 
Where do those terrorist organisations get their money from? Do they get any money from HC? 
Any at all? Because it's plausible that they do. In the interests of protecting the Australian people, 
the Government simply must find out whether this is true. 

The question of whether banning HC will upset our trade partners is really secondary. The first 



priority of the Australian government is to the people of Australia, to our long term wealth and well 
being. 'Asking no questions' for the sake of a steady stream of export dollars simply won't do. That 
is craven behaviour. 

Obviously I don't expect the Government to ban HC on the basis of one citizen's letter. So, in the 
name of protecting our freedom of religion, our freedom of choice, our fairness, our safety and our 
country, the Government should find out everything it can about HC. It alone has both the means 
and the responsibility to do find the answers to questions, such as: Is there anything dubious or 
criminal about HC? Exactly how much money is made by it, and from whom? What is the money 
used for? Why is HC done at all? Is there any alternative that will satisfy Islamic religious rules (for
example, I have read that to say 'Bismallah' over food is enough to 'cleanse' it sufficiently. If true, 
what is the purpose of HC?) Is any aspect of HC criminal, or against the interests of the Australian 
way of life? Is HC connected in any way to broader aims of Islam, namely to spread itself 
throughout the world?

There should be perfect transparency on all aspects this issue, and the results should be made 
known to everyone in Australia. The Australian people have a right to know these facts.

If you ban halal certification, you will increase religious freedom, freedom of choice, and fairness in
Australia. You will eliminate an income stream that no religion has a right to in a free society like 
ours, and force Islam instead to take part in free enterprise, which is one of our country's values. 
You may also be protecting Australia's way of life, and Australian lives.
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I believe third party food certification is nothing more than a 
money grab by certain groups.
Food certification should only be allowed for safety reasons. 
Various other reasons including religions is speculative and open to 
interpretation. Money is paid to certifying groups who will have 
different outcomes to other certifying groups. There is no one 
definitive outcome so they should be abolished. Obviously in the 
case of safety there is an outcome which is achievable.

Good reasons to ban the practice of religious certification:
1. It can be done for free, call your product christian friendly, 

halal friendly or kosher friendly. It can then be a simple 
consumer choice to support or not support the product.

2. Certification opens a plethora of other certifications eg based 
on country of origin, whether you are female or male, more 
religious certification. What if christians wanted to certify 
all foods free of meat for Good Friday? If most food companies 
had to pay most religions a certification fee to get their 
product supported the cost of food would skyrocket. “Here is 
your salmon it is certified to comply with most religious 
beliefs including but not limited to Islam, Christianity, 
Judaism etc.”

3. Food is a necessity, as such it should not be exposed to any 
corporate or political hijacking.

4. It is discriminative. My personal choice is to support whatever 
religion I want. With religious certification of our food 
supply, I have no choice but to support other religions that I 
do not wish to donate to.

5. There is no real purpose to it. If you don't want to eat a 
certain food, don't eat it. If you feel a certain food is 
contaminated, check with the company. It is just common sense 
stuff.

6. Halal certification of bread flour, cows milk and Tasmanian 
salmon. This point needs no clarification.

7. If certification is allowed I will set up my own company to 
certify food for christians, sikhs or followers of the dalai 
lama, or all three.

In summary the religious certification of food is not democratic and 
the practice should be banned. It can be replaced by a free system 
so that companies and consumers are protected from having to hand 
over money to groups or individuals for no real purpose.
The main point is that our food supply should not be used as a cash 
cow for religions or any other group craving finances.

I do have to add that it is very disappointing that anyone who 
criticises this practice is shouted down and labeled a racist or a 
bigot etc. To me it is an obvious rort that needs to be squashed now 
before it grows exponentially. I am merely stating an honest opinion 
that I should be free to express.

Thank-you for reading my submission.
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To whom it may concern,

I am proud naturalised citizen of Australia who also has loved this 
country since I landed on its sunny shores in 1994.

I find the debate surrounding Halal certification to be a form of 
dog whistling- a practice where a politician says one thing that 
sounds unobrustive to most, but is a secret call to their more 
radical elements within their constituants.

As a quick fact check:

Halal certification is simply a method by which foods are decided to 
be suitable for Muslims by adhering to the exclusion of porcine 
products or alcohol, and if it contains meat, that the meat is 
killed appropriately. What this means is that any meat killed by 
Jews, Muslims, or Catholics [1] is Halal, and automatically, most 
Kosher foods are considered to be Halal as the dietary rules, 
excluding alcohol consumption, are the same [2]. Interestingly, the 
number of products in Australia with Kosher certification actually 
exceeds the number of Halal certified products [3], mainly because 
Kosher certification requires more standardised testing including 
the ingrediant having to be certified as well.

Going back to the point of contention: The people who have a problem 
with Halal certification tend to have an issue with it on three 
fronts, in order of validity:

1. The claim that Halal certification is a tax on foods that 
business owners must absorb.

This is somewhat true, as the costs of Halal certification are about 
$1,500 per year; however, Halal certification increases the 
likelihood that Muslims will buy your product, and even increase 
revenue streams by opening up an export market. The Byron Bay cookie 
company, for example, forfeited a 50,000 dollar a year contract with 
air Emirates after public pressure to drop their certification. The 
cost of Halal certification was $1,500, which meant that they would 
have stood to gain 48,500 dollars a year by having the 
certification. This ignores the potential market of Muslims.

However, it is noted that the cost may cause financial pressure on 
smaller businesses, so that is a point which will be extrapolated on 
later.

2. The claim that profits from Halal certification fund terrorism.

As far as every investigation has shown, this is wholy untrue [4]. 
The only issue that could come from this is the fact that each one 
of these Halal certifying organisations are non-for-profit with 
agreements with the government to provide certification. This means 
that the books are not entirely open, and as such they do not have 
to disclose how much money they get from certification.



My suggestion to the council is to enact legislation saying that if 
an organisation is to provide any form of certification- be it 
Halal, Kosher, Heart tick, Organic- to report to the ATO exactly how 
much comes from certifying businesses and organisations. It would be 
simple, and non-discriminatory against any group.

3. The claim that Halal products mean Christians can't eat them.

This is completely untrue. Christian products are halal, as per [1], 
so certification has nothing to do with that. It is not like the 
food changes in quality or is prayed on by anyone at all to make it 
holy or blessed. And if people were afraid of this, then they would 
have a problem with Kosher certification, as Kosher actually needs 
Rabbi blessings. But I have yet to see a single person raise an 
uproar about that.

Overall, all I can say to the Senate is that the opposition to Halal 
certification is merely a moral panic, a flavour of the day 
opposition to an easily targeted ethno-religious group due to 
outside circumstances. If you vote for banning Halal certification, 
you not only marginalise Muslim voters, you also increase intergroup 
hostility toward Muslims in general.

Additionally, if you do ban Halal certification, you will also have 
to ban Kosher certification on the same exact grounds as Halal. I 
keep Kosher, and will be taking this to court if you ban Kosher or 
Halal, because it's not very far away from banning Kosher after 
banning Halal.

I do hope my words have impacted you today, and I implore you to 
vote with the information in mind.

Kind regards,
A Jewish person from Deakin University.

[1] Quran, Verse (5:5), Verse (5:5) This day (all) the good things 
are allowed to you; and the food of those who have been given the 
Book [i.e. Jews, Christians] is lawful for you and your food is 
lawful for them.

[2] a comparision between guidelines for Kosher certification in 
Australia (seen at 
http://www.ka.org.au/index.php/Kosher_Certification_Guidelines.html) 
and Halal guidelines are extremely similar. Kosher is stricter about 
seperation, but more lax on Alcohol inclusion.

[3] 
http://www.ka.org.au/index.php/component/option,com_kosherdb/Itemid,
61/

[4] http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-04-14/fact-check-does-halal-
certification-fund-terrorism/6383238
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Date 6th June 2015

To: Economic, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Food Certificate 

Dear Senators 

[Australia does not need a label or certificate for HALAH food as all of its food Halal]

A great attention has been given to Halal food nowadays and the term started to conquer 
Australia widely. Different variety of food started to be labelled Halal while the term is 
limited in meaning to meat and some forbidden food in Quran like pork and non-slaughtered 
animal flesh.  Halal food is considered a commitment to Islamic doctrine and its culture 
obliged by Muslims. I consider that a  misleading, over exaggerated and not reflect the reality 
of Islam doctrine  particularly in communities where Muslims are living in harmony with  
Jewish and Christian[people who are given the scriptures]. I am going to prove and confirm 
that Halal food term is misinterpreted by the Australian Islamic Organisation. My guide to 
prove that is based mainly on {Quran} the original source of Islam and its official 
interpretation. Then I will follow to present how is this misleading can inflict a negative 
consequences on both Muslim and Australian society from social and economic perspectives.

Also before I proceed, I have to acknowledge two points 

1. 90% of Muslim read the English version of Quran which is pretty different 
from the Arabic in connotation. the English language cannot provide the 
cultural meaning in Quran, and the English version designed Quran far 
moderated than one can thought and below is a vivid example how the English 
interpretation is misleading 

 
    

Sahih International/ interpretation 

Fight those who do not believe in Allah or in the Last Day and who do not consider unlawful 
what Allah and His Messenger have made unlawful and who do not adopt the religion of 
truth from those who were given the Scripture - [fight] until they give the jizyah willingly 
while they are humbled.

Humble is a wrong interpretation and the right word to consider here is  humiliated.  In this 
Phrase, God targeted the Jewish and Christian only and God ordered Muslims to humiliate 
them without mercy [Al-Qaeda theological philosophy]

Reference
http://quran.com/9/29

http://quran.com/9/29


2. Muslim Community is culturally following a clerk, sheik, elderly who 
interpret and give Fatwa in any matter... The ignorance of people in Arabic 
Language, Connotation of Quran words and its interpretation, and the fear of 
faith and last day judgment [religion Phobia] make those abovementioned 
people have a powerful influence on their communities far away from the 
effect of government or rule of law. Muslim communities are much easier to 
manipulate than other communities under the blatant, blind allegiance to their 
religion.

Finally, before I present my input; I would like to acknowledge that a partial interpretation 
from Arabic to English for the Phrase related to Halal food in Quran and its interpretation has 
been done, and they distinguished by Block letters. I copied the whole Arabic Script from 
both resources and the reference for further information, if it is required for more facts and 
knowledge.

As I mentioned, I am going to present my point view from three perspectives which are 

• Religion perspectives 

• Social perspectives

• Economical perspectives 

a) Religion perspectives 

1. My present here is to show  that Christian and Jewish food are Halal  for Muslim as 
mentioned and cited  in Quran in  Surat Al-Mā'idah 

Translation /They ask you, [O Muhammad], what has been made lawful for them. 
Say, "Lawful for you are [all] good foods and [game caught by] what you have 
trained of hunting animals which you train as Allah has taught you. So eat of what 
they catch for you, and mention the name of Allah upon it, and fear Allah ." Indeed, 
Allah is swift in account..

Translation/ these day, [all] good foods have been made lawful, and the food of 
those who were given the Scripture is lawful for you and your food is lawful for 



them. And [lawful in marriage are] chaste women from among the believers and 
chaste women from among those who were given the Scripture before you, when you 
have given them their due compensation, desiring chastity, not unlawful sexual 
intercourse or taking [secret] lovers. And whoever denies the faith - his work has 
become worthless, and he, in the Hereafter, will be among the losers..

Reference 
http://quran.com/5

2. Hereby my presentation is to show three different interpretation of Quran and a 
Fatwa that confirm Christian and Jewish food is definitely Halals. 

 Interpretation 1

Translation /This is unanimous approval[agreement] between  scientists ; 
that their sacrifices (Christian and Jewish)Halal for Muslims ; Because 
they believe in God  and the prohibition of slaughter to other than Allah 
,and  they do mention Allah name on their  sacrifices , , though they 
thought the Almighty is far above what they say , exalted and sanctified

Reference 
http://quran.ksu.edu.sa/tafseer/katheer/sura5-aya5.html

 Interpretation 2 

Translation/ the food of those who were given the Scripture are definitely Halal     

       

Reference 
http://www.nabulsi.com/blue/ar/art.php?art=5851&id=97&sid=101&ssid=249

&sssid=250

http://quran.com/5
http://quran.ksu.edu.sa/tafseer/katheer/sura5-aya5.html
http://www.nabulsi.com/blue/ar/art.php?art=5851&id=97&sid=101&ssid=249&sssid=250
http://www.nabulsi.com/blue/ar/art.php?art=5851&id=97&sid=101&ssid=249&sssid=250


 Interpretation 3 

Translation /Jewish and Christian / food of people who were given the 
Scripture

Translation /God permit dinning and marriage with the people of the 
books 

Translation /Food of those who were given the Scripture, Jews and 
Christians, is permitted to you under the original scripture; God has 
never forbidden or prohibited it 

Translation / Food of those who were given the Scripture means all their 
food



Reference 
http://www.qaradawi.net/new/library2/265-2014-01-26-18-45-50/2123-

 Islamic Fatwa 
According to the two below mentioned references, Muslims can buy and 
eat any food exempt the food forbidden by Quran if they have tolive in 
foreign countries.

http://fatwa.islamweb.net/fatwa/index.php?page=showfatwa&Option=Fat
waId&Id=1564

http://fatwa.islamweb.net/fatwa/index.php?page=showfatwa&Option=Fat
waId&Id=107329

3. Hereby to show that Halal slaughtering in Australia are not as declared in Islam 
official method.

The concepts of providing Halal food in Islam is to recite the name of god 
before performing the slaughtering process on each animal. Any other 
methods do not imply this are not going to provide Islamic Halal food at 
all.  

Translation / When is to mention God name

Translation / The important thing is to recite the name of God to thank 
him or recite what is  it called  the Basmala [In the name of God, the Most 
Gracious, the Most Merciful] – 

The recite must be in audible voice 

Reference 
http://www.ahl-alquran.com/arabic/show_article.php?main_id=10220

http://www.qaradawi.net/new/library2/265-2014-01-26-18-45-50/2123-
http://fatwa.islamweb.net/fatwa/index.php?page=showfatwa&Option=FatwaId&Id=1564
http://fatwa.islamweb.net/fatwa/index.php?page=showfatwa&Option=FatwaId&Id=1564
http://fatwa.islamweb.net/fatwa/index.php?page=showfatwa&Option=FatwaId&Id=107329
http://fatwa.islamweb.net/fatwa/index.php?page=showfatwa&Option=FatwaId&Id=107329
http://www.ahl-alquran.com/arabic/show_article.php?main_id=10220


b) Social , Economic and political  Perspectives:
 Muslim people have great ignorance in Quran and its interpretation and 

generally they leave their fate to the hand of scholars who manipulated the 
interpretation according to their agenda. This started to create a subculture 
and sometimes counter culture. the conflict of cross cultures generated  
between home environment  and main stream society have influential 
negative impact on Muslim communities. An example of their segregation 
well distinguished in Australian cities [Melbourne and Sydney], also a 
good example from overseas as is France.
 I consider this conflict and segregation of these communities is the main 
reason for generating Terrorist individuals fighting with ISIS..
Generally Muslims groups are happy to give all belonging as part of the 
allegiance to the religion, which have been imposed and planted in their 
minds religiously and emotionally by Clerks influential and power.
 Islamic Schools and religious men and the misleading teaching of doctrine 
can have negative consequence by creating a counter culture. This culture 
will be converted to political, economic, and social power in the future .

Final, the Halal food culture which imprinted in head of Muslim people 
convey a dangerous implicit message. The implicit message is that 
Muslims community cannot share other community food because they are 
infidels, and that will create more segregation of these communities far 
away from the main stream. 

c) Economical perspective:
 It imposes an extra burden on these people especially the vulnerable that 

lives on benefits for example one kilo of breast fillet at major stores like 
Woolworth and Coles is $10 while Halal breast cost more than $13 for 
lower quality. 

 It enables these organisations to be a powerful player in the Australian 
society as mentioned through the society segregation and destroy the 
democracy concepts.

  They are covered by the charity and no profit law which is not right at all..
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Senate Standing Committees on Economics
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600

SENATE INQUIRY INTO CERTIFICATION OF FOOD

Halal certified products have been introduced into our food chains. To acquire halal 
certification, payment is required to an endorsing body (there are many in Australia) and 
involves requirements to ensure that practices comply with the conditions of halal 
certification. It is important to note that this does not reflect the quality of the food being 
processed or sold – it only means that the products are approved as being prepared in 
accordance with the traditions of the Muslim faith.
The following are comments and examples based on the terms of reference of the enquiry;

A. the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not 
limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food 
and general food safety certification schemes; 

Australian cheese and other dairy products are seldom marked as halal even though most 
are halal certified. Consumers with religious or other reasons for not desiring such products 
should be able to identify products suitable to them. It is compulsory for food products to 
have the contents itemised and listed for the information of consumers so they can make 
informed decisions in the supermarket.
Likewise other matters important to consumers should be made available.
Cheese and dairy products are only an example - many other products and services are 
involved.

The World Halal Council (WHC) web site reports (para V.);
“Halal Certification does not stop on the food products. It is also important in non-food 
products including personal care, utensils, fashion and clothing’s, shoes and the like and 
lately halal certification is now made mandatory to animal and poultry feeds, packaging 
materials such as tin cans, drums, plastic bottles and the like which are in contact with the 
halal quality products.”  http://www.worldhalalcouncil.com/about-us

If it is deemed that halal products are not required to be identified as such then the 
supermarket or supplier should be required to have these products positioned on halal 
identified shelves or areas. Kosher specialty stores are identified as such.

B. current labelling requirements of food certification schemes;

C. the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees;
I object strongly to providing involuntary assistance to any religious organisation especially 
Islamic ones or purchasing products that have been subjected to any religious process and I 
have as much right to be able to identify particulars of a product as any religious person.

D. whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to 
make informed purchasing decisions;

There appears to be no current requirement to provide information for Australian consumers 
to make informed purchasing decisions concerning halal matters. There are many certifiers 
and the producers/suppliers provide halal information as they see fit.

http://www.worldhalalcouncil.com/about-us


As in A. there is very little information either on the product or in the supermarket to advise 
the consumer on certification status of products on the shelves. Suppliers only put halal 
identification where they think it may increase sales or they give the excuse (not a reason) 
that it is for export sales. 
As most of the 98% non-Muslim Australians would not knowingly support this religious tax it 
should be compulsory for religious processes to be identified. Just as Muslim followers 
require certain practices concerning product content and processing so the other 98% of the 
population have their desires and requirements. These 98% have the same rights to have 
knowledge of a product as the other 2%.

E. details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and 
the potential for these to impact on prices for consumers;

Certification cost of meat processing does not just cover use of a label. Muslims must be 
employed to carry out certain halal required processes. Normal Australians or aboriginals 
cannot do this. This borders on discrimination as most meat is consumed by non muslims.
Costs to a producer would also include any audit inspections that the certifier decides to 
carry out.
Where does all the money raised through halal certification go?
Who benefits from the millions of dollars raised annually throughout the Western world by 
this Sharia tax that is sanctioned by various governments? 
Do we see donations to music, art, Australian charities, hospitals, medical research, state 
education, indigenous Australians, pensioners or disabled veterans?  No we don’t, so where 
does this enormous amount of money go? 
Is it of any benefit to 98% of Australians who are not Muslim and who provide money for this 
scheme?

F. the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and 
returns to producers;

A reason (excuse?) for halal certification given by producers is to aid export to Muslim 
countries. An example of this deceptive justification is that almost all chicken meat produced 
in Australia is consumed locally, with just under five per cent being exported. Australian 
chicken meat is exported primarily to South Africa, the Philippines, Hong Kong, Singapore 
and the South Pacific islands (DAFF, 2011).  These are not countries where Islam is a 
primary religion or market. Ref para 5.3 of;
http://www.chicken.org.au/industryprofile/downloads/the_australian_chicken_meat_i
ndustry_an_industry_in_profile.pdf

G. the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers 
including, but not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and 
any related matters.

The Islamic Council of WA  ICWA  ANNUAL REPORT 2013
“During the year ICWA has made ongoing donations to Syria because of the difficult civil 
conditions. The donations were through Al Imdaad charity, to ensure that no recriminations 
could be directed at ICWA.”   http://www.islamiccouncilwa.com.au/presidents-report/ 
What recriminations were they expecting? 
If a person goes to Syria to provide support (to either side of the conflict) he would be under 
extreme suspicion. Why should an organization providing financial support be treated any 
differently? 
Due to the extent of halal certification the costs must be available and transparent to the 
Australian consumer.
ICWA is a halal certifier   http://www.islamiccouncilwa.com.au/wp-
content/uploads/2014/06/list-recognised-islamic-bodies.pdf-JUNE-2014.pdf

http://www.chicken.org.au/industryprofile/downloads/the_australian_chicken_meat_industry_an_industry_in_profile.pdf
http://www.chicken.org.au/industryprofile/downloads/the_australian_chicken_meat_industry_an_industry_in_profile.pdf
http://www.islamiccouncilwa.com.au/presidents-report/
http://www.islamiccouncilwa.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/list-recognised-islamic-bodies.pdf-JUNE-2014.pdf
http://www.islamiccouncilwa.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/list-recognised-islamic-bodies.pdf-JUNE-2014.pdf


COMMENTS 
Islam and halal are primarily middle eastern cultural traditions. 

A person would have to be extremely naïve to believe that with so many halal certifiers in 
Australia that financial matters involving this practice would be all above board. 
The Indonesian magazine Tempo reported on corruption concerning the Indonesian Council 
of Ulamas (MUI) profiting from its authority to issue halal labels. They also commented on 
Australian involvement in bribery.
http://en.tempo.co/read/news/2014/02/25/080557322/Going-the-Whole-Hog

According to Tempo Magazine, MUI accepted money in the form of bribes from Australian 
certification companies. Mohamed El-Mouelhy, head of Sydney Halal Certification said his 
organisation and six other Australian companies collectively paid MUI officials.
http://stream.aljazeera.com/story/201402262102-0023511

“Haram materials should be avoided at every step of the production process, including in 
packaging, storage, transportation, and distribution.”  
http://www.halalfoundation.org/certProcess.htm
How does Woolworths for example obtain halal certification for their bakeries when they 
make and distribute hot cross buns? These are Christian traditions and ‘haram’ to muslims. 
The cross on these buns is made from gelatine which is basically a processed and refined 
animal protein, derived from bones, hides and collagenous connective tissues and is ‘haram’ 
as it usually cannot be confirmed as not containing pork.

Meat sold in supermarkets may have been slaughtered as halal but because it is 
transported with pork it cannot be identified or sold as halal. This would defeat the 
purpose of employing muslims in abattoirs to enable halal certification and paying for 
certification. 

SUMMARY 
I object strongly to providing involuntary assistance to any religious organisation especially 
Islamic ones or purchasing products that have been subjected to any religious process.

Most Australians would consider halal certification to be a scam or a rort to finance muslim 
interests. 

RECOMMENDATION
Halal or any other religious certification must be a user pays system. 
Any religious organisation that receives payment for a process applied to a product 
must identify the product so a consumer can make a decision to purchase based on 
his/her desires and beliefs.

http://en.tempo.co/read/news/2014/02/25/080557322/Going-the-Whole-Hog
http://en.tempo.co/read/news/2014/02/24/055557064/Halal-Certificate-for-Sale
http://www.thejakartaglobe.com/news/ulema-council-denies-halal-certification-graft/
http://stream.aljazeera.com/story/201402262102-0023511
http://www.halalfoundation.org/certProcess.htm
http://www.halalfoundation.org/certProcess.htm
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Submission To Third Party Certification Of Food Enquiry

I wish to make this submission to the Parliamentary Enquiry into Third party 
certification of food. This is also based on an email I sent to Prime Minister 
Abbott recently.

Firstly, I agree that all religions should be allowed to practise their beliefs 
unhindered, with one proviso – “That these beliefs do not impinge on or affect 
other religions or people who are not religious.”

In the case of Halal certification as it is currently practised in Australia there are 
a number of issues with which I and a growing number of Australians, strongly 
disagree.

To a growing degree, Halal certification is now affecting the 98% of Australians 
who are not Muslim, as we are being forced to pay the Halal tax, or Jizya.   
Millions of dollars are raised annually, here in Australia, by the many and various 
Islamic bodies that have set themselves up, to charge exorbitant fees for Halal 
certification.

These fees are being used to fund Mosques, Islamic Schools and Charities, some 
of which are fronts for sending money to support Jihadist groups.

Well I, and many Australians are waking up to this and we refuse to finance our 
own demise.

I would have no problem if there is one government appointed Halal certification 
body (as there is in Turkey and most other Muslim countries) that oversees the 
certification of products. The fees would be collected by and for the government 
and not to be sent overseas.

More and more Halal certified products no longer show the Halal label, so we the 
98% are not able to avoid purchasing these products. This indicates that this is 
not a marketing ploy but rather that companies are being pressured to pay these 
fees for certification, or risk a backlash.

The Halal industry in now operating ion every industry, with the latest being 
bottled water. Water from a local spring here in Australia is now paying a fee to 
be certified Halal. This is proof of the rort that is Halal certification in 2015.

When it was introduced many years ago, it applied only to the way that meat is 
slaughtered. It has now spread to all aspects of our lives.

I ask that the whole Halal certification industry be investigated and a new 
Government managed system be introduced. Otherwise, I fear this  process, 
which is a part of Sharia Law will grow and grow, until Islam achieves its long 
term goal and that is to occupy each and every western country and create one 
global Caliphate.



Stuart Fish
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10th June 2015

Dear Senators,

IN REGARD TO FOOD CERTIFICATION, IN PARTICULAR HALAL CERTIFICATION

I am writing to express my opposition to Halal Certification in Australia.

My main disapproval is the fact that this certification forces me to “donate” money to a religious 
organisation.  I am not in any way religious, and do not wish to promote or financially support any 
religion, but particularly one that I abhor, one that supports Sharia Law ( not to mention the fact that 
by purchasing any product I am supporting a group of people who consider me an Infidel).  If there 
were a Christian certification I would feel the same, I am not Muslim and should not have to 
financially support the religion.

You may say that I am not “forced” to support Halal Certification, and therefore a religion I do not 
follow.  But I am.  The majority of food businesses are now paying for Halal Certification.  I do not 
know, off the top of my head, any cheese that is not Halal Certified.  There are no baby formulas that 
I could use that aren’t halal certified!!  I do not have a choice with many food items.  Sure, I could 
not eat cheese, and if I am unable to breastfeed my baby I can let it starve, but really… these are not 
realistic solutions.

Only approximately 2% of the Australian population “needs” it’s foods to be Halal.  NONE of it NEEDS 
to be Halal Certified – did you know that by saying the word “Bismallah” over food and beverage 
items these items become instantly Halal.  Without certification.  Muslims have been doing this for 
years, and there is no need for fees and charges to be paid for by businesses when the certification is 
no needed.  While I understand that some businesses seem to think they need this certification to 
export, they do not.

Also, it is obvious that Halal Certification has been going on for decades, but has been hidden and 
hushed up.  Businesses still to this day HIDE the halal certification, some not displaying it at all, and 
even going so far as to saying they are not Halal certified when they are.  They are doing this 
because they know that the majority of the Australian public do not support this certification, and as 
they have recently seen, we have boycotted purchasing Halal certified products.

Did you know that even some water is Halal Certified?  Do you know why?  Water is already Halal, 
without the certification.  And I have heard that there are feminine hygiene products that are Halal 
Certified.  While I cannot confirm that, I am sure you could look into that while you are investigating 
this issue.  Things like the water just show what a farce this certification is!  

Lastly, I’d like to reiterate – saying Bismallah over food makes it Halal, and therefore the certification 
is not needed.  I shouldn’t have to pay money to a religion that I do not support.

Regards

Katie Squire
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First of all I would like to start it by clarifying the meaning of "Halal". Halal is an Arabic word which 
means permissible or allowed.  In terms of food items Halal means food that is sourced from a 
permissible source which has been defined in the Holy Book of Quran.  

For a product to be Halal, it must be as a whole, and in part:

free from any substance taken or extracted from a non permissible animal or ingredient (e.g. pigs, dogs, 
carnivorous animals, animals not slaughtered in compliance with Islamic rites);

made, processed, manufactured and/or stored by using utensils, equipment and/or machinery that has 
been cleaned according to Islamic law (e.g. not cleaned with alcohol); and

free from contact with, or being close to, a Haram substance during preparation, manufacture, 
processing and storage (e.g. blood, alcohol, poisonous and intoxicating plants and insects such as worms 
and cockroaches).

So in reality Halal certification is not different to labeling the food as Vegan, or Vegetarian etc.  This 
certification allows Muslim consumer to use this food while ensuring its not against their faith. 

Yes, obtaining or maintaining this certification may increase the production cost as you need to source 
the ingredients for the Halal sources e.g. Galitine a commonly use food ingredient which normally 
derived from Pigs but to manufacturer food which is suitable for Muslim consumer this galitine must be 
sourced for Beef (compliance with Islamic methods of slaughter).  

Now this is the business call that any business can make if they want to seek for this certification or not. 
It's purely a maths game as Australia is one of the biggest export to   South East Asia and Middle East 
where this food is consumed by 90% of Muslim population.  

I strongly suggest that this honorable Senate should not politicize this issue and let the business make 
this call if their business case suggest that they seek for Halal certification 
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Submission To The Inquiry Into Food Certification Schemes

Dear Sir/Madam

HALAL FOOD CERTIFICATION FOR THE DOMESTIC MARKET SHOULD BE BANNED

Here are the reasons why:

1. Halal certification adds to the cost of food

Halal certification imposes an unnecessary extra cost on all food bought by the general public regardless of their 
religion. Food that is perfectly acceptable in its normal form and which we have been eating all our lives without 
the certification now carries this extra cost burden. This is especially hard on low income families.

2. Halal certification is unnecessary

Muslims who have lived in the West for centuries know there are only 4 prohibited foodstuffs for them (pork, 
alcohol etc) and are allowed to consume all other products in their original uncertified form. 

3. Halal certification provides no valued added to the product for around 99% of the Australian population

The intrusion of religion into the commercial food production process (Halal in particular) is unacceptable and is 
simply an Islamic religious tax forced upon the total population. Kosher is different as it does not impact on the 
wider commercial production of foodstuffs. Halal certification appears on so many supermarket items and most 
meat slaughtered in Australia is now Halal. The government should legislate abattoirs and food producers to 
either abandon the costly halal certification or provide non-Halal alternatives at a cheaper price.

4. There is commercial secrecy surrounding Halal certification

Companies appear to sign non-disclosure contracts whereby the cost of certification is confidential. This is 
unacceptable and seems to have nothing to do with normal commercial confidentialities but everything to do 
with keeping the consumer in the dark as to the extra cost burden being applied to a specific product or range 
of products. 

5. Inconsistency of labeling on packaging

Labeling is a big concern as consumers should have the right to know which products are carrying the religious 
tax in order to decide whether or not to buy that product and pay the impost. There is a belief in the 
community that many companies now pay the Halal tax but have been reluctant to put the Halal label on their 
products or indeed have even removed the label in the face of consumer protests (Cadbury). This is completely 
unacceptable. If a product is Halal certified (and carrying the extra cost burden) it must be labeled. Either that 
or the scheme is simply made illegal.

6. Lack of information regarding certifiers, fees charged and their financial activities

Fees and normal commercial practice should be open to public scrutiny. How are companies persuaded into 
paying undisclosed fees for offering a Halal certified product when 98.5% of Australians are not Islamic? How 
much is collected and how is it distributed are questions I imagine many Australians would be keen to have 
answered.

7. Do exports really require Halal certification at all?

Food marked for the Islamic international market should be monitored to see if it requires Halal certification at 
all. Australia was exporting to Indonesia and the Middle East long before these new certification schemes 
appeared. 

Regards

Concerned Citizen
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Inquiry: the Third party certification of food.

As an Australian consumer I am frustrated and concerned by the practice of halal certification in 
this country.

I do not wish to support any brand that pays an Islamic religious tax to have their product halal 
certified. Less than 2% of this population is Muslim and I do not want to fund special religious 
rituals or political campaigns to increase the presence of Sharia Law in Australia. I am also 
concerned about possible animal cruelty in the halal slaughter process. The Koran does not 
stipulate anywhere that a product must undergo certification for it to be halal.

Despite this many companies are paying for halal certification and not displaying it on their labels 
or even on their websites. Sometimes it is even difficult to get such information when calling the 
company directly. Please make it a legal requirement to display halal certification on labels so I can 
make informed choices about the products I buy.
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4th June 2015

SENATE INQUIRY INTO FOOD CERTIFICATION SCHEMES

Submission

As an Australian consumer and a non-Muslim I am frustrated and concerned by the practice 
of halal certification in this country.

I do not wish to support any brand that pays an Islamic religious tax to have their product 
halal certified. Less than 2.5% of the Australian population is Muslim and I do not want to 
fund special religious rituals or political campaigns that may increase the presence of Sharia 
Law in Australia. I am also concerned about possible animal cruelty in the halal slaughtering 
process. The Quran does not stipulate anywhere that a product must undergo certification for 
it to be halal.

Despite this many companies are paying for halal certification and not displaying it on their 
labels or even on their websites. Sometimes it is even difficult to get such information when 
calling the company directly. What can be done about making it law to display halal 
certification on labels so consumers like myself can make an informed choice on food 
products I buy?

Thank you
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RE: Inquiry: the Third party certification of food. (name provided in submission but withheld on this 
document)

Terms of reference in point order:

Inquiry: the Third party certification of food The Terms of Reference: On 13 May 2015, the Senate 
referred the following matters to the Economics References Committee for inquiry and report by 30 
November 2015: 

a. the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not limited to, 
schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and general food safety 
certification schemes; 

b. current labelling requirements of food certification schemes; 

c. the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees; 

d. whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make 
informed purchasing decisions; 

e. details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and the 
potential for these to impact on prices for consumers; 

f. the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and returns to 
producers; 

g. the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including, but not 
limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any related matters.

Dear Sir, Madam:

Response to the terms of reference in point order:

a. Although meat (pork) is mentioned in the Quran, Halal certification has been applied to all 
sorts of products.  Transport companies in Australia are starting to be threatened and 
harassed to separate products. This is the “rule” according to one certifier.
http://www.iccv.com.au/transport.htm

All Halal product must be segregated from non-Halal product at all times.  Segregation 
can be provided by leaving ample space between Halal and non-Halal products or by 
providing a physical barrier or by providing totally separate storage areas for Halal 
and non-Halal products.

http://www.iccv.com.au/transport.htm


 At no time can any exposed pig or pig by-products be stored in the same storage area 
as Halal product.

 Chillers or freezers containing any pig or pig by-products cannot have Halal product 
stored in them.

 Halal and non-Halal, excluding any pig product, product may be stored in the same 
chiller/freezer so long as there is adequate separation between the product as 
discussed above.

 Transportation of Halal and non-Halal product must meet the same criteria mentioned 
above:  that is, no pig or pig-byproducts must be transported in the same 
truck/container and any Halal or non-Halal product transported in the same 
truck/container must be correctly segregated as mentioned above.

b. A simple Contains no Pork should be sufficient. Imagine have certifiers for Nut Allergies, High 
Fat content, Chilli Allergies etc..  Its insane and must be governerned. Many products do not 
show Halal certification on their packaging. This makes it hard for consumers to choose. It is 
also again the religion of Sikhs to eat halal meat products.

“An Amritdhari Khalsa Sikh is not allowed to eat the meat of an animal slaughtered the Muslim 
way.

In Punjabi the word "Kuttha" specifically means meat prepared according to the Muslim ritual 
slaughter.

Punjabi-English Dictionary, Punjabi University, Dept. of Punjabi Lexicography, Published Dec. 
1994. "Kuttha: meat of animal or fowl slaughtered slowly as prescribed by Islamic law."

Punjabi English Dictionary, Singh Bros., Amritsar "Kuttha: Tortured, killed according to 
Mohammedan law."

http://www.sikhs.org/meat.htm

I suggest the need to separate religious certification in stores. With separate aisles of fridges. 

Labelling MUST be required to clearly display the producers support for halal certification. If any 
of their products (export OR domestic) carry halal certification, this should be displayed, so 
consumers can choose to support the Islamic tax, or not. This includes parent companies of the 
brand if any of the profits (and costs) are shared to or from parent companies that pay halal 
certification, as these costs will be spread across all brands indirectly. 

Certifiers should not be able to charge per company as is the case but per product and the prices 
should be regulated. 

http://www.sikhs.org/meat.htm


C. This is not necessary but if the case, government should regulate the price and be the once 
responsible to allocating profits with Australia and ensure choose the charities that will get the 
allocation. Eg: Health foundation Tick used for heart research. 

 There is a non-disclosure clause involved with companies that sign up for the certification and 
that this amount seems to vary from company to company. If the Government took control over 
this. 1. We would know and understand where the money is going and 2. There would be a 
standard fee structure to all companies. There seems to be no register of fees paid for this 
certification and this denies Australian companies the ability to verify whether or not the fees 
from Australian companies are higher than their competitors. Therefore, the lack of 
transparency in the calculation and collection of fees for certification leaves the process open to 
potentially discriminatory trade and competition practices, for both individual companies and 
Australia as a whole.

d. All schemes should have full disclosure available to consumers to know what they are 
supporting. If certification is to be for religious purposes and if this is the case I suggest that it 
must be non-profit.  And that the extent of certification is a direct % of the population. There is 
no need for a large % of meat certified for 2% Muslim population.  There should only be 
specialty abattoirs catering for that 2%.

e. Halal fees are paid throughout the food chain.  Manufacturers have to show that every one of 
their products used in manufacture is also Halal certified. This is a way to increase the amount of 
certification for products that are clearly not Pork related eg: salt, sugar, etc.. So looking at the 
price paid for 1 manufacturer is not did enough as all the ingredients also need to be halal 
certified.  So even when buying a non-halal products, the chances are that the ingredients were 
certified for other manufacturers and Australians are funding Islamic causes.

As far as Meat is concerned, the animal must be killed by a prious Muslim. This is against 
Australian Employment law to discriminate on the basis of religion. However due to the wide 
spread of Halal certification for meat it is happening on a greater scale than what is needed for 
export to Islamic countries or 2% of the population. I think that is it not constitutional for 
Australia having to eat meat due to lack of choice that has been provided or the lack of clear 
labelling.

f. Halal certification is not important to exports except meat. Producers have been deceived. The 
halal certification scheme was developed purely to tax westerners to fund Islam. This is driven 
by the country exported to that demand payment for it’s own certification.

g. Information is not forthcoming from producers that support halal certification. Many are 
deceiving consumers for fear of the boycotting movement, which will increase with exposure to 
the scam. The damage to Australia’s productivity through this deceptive religious tax will 
continue until it is banned. The Australian Government MUST BAN FEE COLLECTION for halal 
certification. Allow producers to certify if they choose, but require that their support for halal 
certification is CLEARLY Third party certification of food Submission 6 shown on all labels of their 
brands, domestic or export. The “necessity” for halal certification will then be shown for what it 
is – not necessary.



The Halal certification is seen as a written contract for Muslim's to confirm that consumer goods 
are deemed Halal ( permissible ) as per the Qur'an and that items such as meat have been 
sacrificed and blessed in accordance with Islamic values. Consuming these goods under the 
certification in my view is a confirmation of submission to the compliance and acceptance of 
Sharia Law. In my view it is a breach of the Australian Constitution and a failure of the Australian 
Government to protect Section 116 . The Commonwealth shall not make any law for establishing 
any religion , or for imposing any religious observance!. See below example of Australian law 
designed for export market that also impacts on the domestic market. 

Issued by Authority of the Parliamentary Secretary for Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry. 
Export Control Act 1982 Export Control (Prescribed Goods – General) Amendment Order 2013 
(No. ) Amendments of Export Control (Prescribed Goods – General) Order 2005 Item 1 amends 
subsections 13.05(4) by inserting an extra small size for the official Halal mark with the 
following dimensions: Item Section of mark Size of mark (mm) 1 Width of mark 20 2 Height of 
mark 20 3 Maximum overall height of Arabic text (arched) 2 4 „Halal‟ in English text 6.5 5 
„Halal‟ in Arabic text 2.5 6 „A‟ = Establishment Registration Number 3 7 „Australia‟ in English 
text 2.5 The purpose of the amendment is to provide industry with an option to use an extra 
small size official Halal mark to minimise problems faced by some businesses using the existing 
size options, including the mark interfering with barcode readability and the placement of 
information required by importing countries. 

The issue of the majority of consumer food products and other goods carrying the Halal 
Certification leaves me with a limited choice of product denying me an equitable choice as 
currently over 50% of products are already Halal certified. Anything from make up to transport, 
to chocolate, to milk. There is nothing in the Quran except for meat. The rest was made up as a 
scheme to make money.

Finally I must say that I find disgraceful that the Saudi Arabian Government that controls the 
majority of Halal certification is DOES NOT recognise freedom of religion. Under no 
circumstances should any funds from Australia Halal schemes find its way to that country, The 
answer is simple.

According to the latest report on the Human Services Centre:

http://www.hscentre.org/press-releases/press-release-first-annual-report-state-freedom-
religion-belief-ep-intergroup/

 The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is one of the worst violators of FoRB in the world. The degree to 
which the country restricts the right of freedom of religion or belief other than Sunni Islam is 
unique and extreme even by the standards of other violators. Not a single church or other non-
Muslim house of worship exists in the country and in 2014 they passed a new law which effectively 
defines atheism as an act of terrorism.

http://www.hscentre.org/press-releases/press-release-first-annual-report-state-freedom-religion-belief-ep-intergroup/
http://www.hscentre.org/press-releases/press-release-first-annual-report-state-freedom-religion-belief-ep-intergroup/


Certifying food halal constitutes a religious practice runs contrary to Section 116 of the Constitution.

“COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA CONSTITUTION ACT - SECT 116

Commonwealth not to legislate in respect of religion

The Commonwealth shall not make any law for establishing any religion, or for imposing any 
religious observance, or for prohibiting the free exercise of any religion, and no religious test shall be 
required as a qualification for any office or public trust under the Commonwealth.”

Given that we have Muslim population of around 2.5% and the concept of halal itself transcends 
food preparation are we not inflicting a religious practice of Islam on the other 97.5% of the 
population? If we are, then this is clearly a breach of Section 116 of the Constitution.

Nowhere in the Constitution does it promote, authorise or endorse one group of Australians as 
having special rights, freedoms or privilege over any other group, regardless of social status, class, 
skin colour, sexuality, religion.

Now imagine this.

A scheme called “Aussie Bogan Approved” where meat must be slaughtered to the sound of ACDC,  
while the slaughterman (must be certified bogan) wears a Bogan approved singlet, thongs and a cap 
with Australian flag. Prior to packaging an ”Aussie Aussie Aussie Oi Oi Oi” must be chanted. 
Recordings use to be OK, but new “regulations” say that this is now not good enough. 

To bypass Australian Employment law, all slaughtermen are contracted from the Aussie Bogan 
council as employment discrimination based on race or religion is illegal.

Companies overseas are also pressured to do this else, they cannot import into Australia; this 
includes Lamb from NZ and all products sold at “the Reject Shop” . Soon all Non-meat Australian 
companies do not want to exclude the 2% of Bogans in the country so oblige as they support 
Multiculturalism. All ingredients and transport must be “bogan approved” to get this certification. 
This is done by hanging a fluffy dice in the truck and separating Bogan products from non-Bogan 
certified products.

Fees from this certification are kept secret and the money is used for Bogan only causes. People 
report that it is sent to Bali or used to fund the drug ICE, but no one really knows and they people 
are called racist and bigots for speaking up. Other people claim that certifiers are paying themselves 
a lot prior to handing out what is left to Bogan groups at their headquarters in Bali.

Sounds insane and not applicable I agree .. but does it not make you think ? 

Kind regards
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My submission in regard to Halal Certification states that the 
following caveats must be applied to the certification process.

1. Apply the 'User Pays' Principle 

If observant Muslims insist on special rituals and halal certification for 
their food, then Islamic community organisations should provide these 
services and cover the fees and extra expenses for our suppliers. Religion 
is always a contentious issue and should never be imposed onto others.

2. Insist On Clear Labelling 

All products and services from halal-certified suppliers should be clearly 
labelled by one standard symbol. This way the consumer can recognise 
when products and services come from halal-certified sources. Australians 
can then make a conscious decision. Certification fees are paid from 
general revenue before taxes, so whatever product or service you buy 
from a halal-certified company, in a small way you contribute to the 
spread of Islam and minimise the tax-contribution for the ATO.

3. End Workplace Discrimination 

In halal-certified abattoirs only Muslim males can now find employment as 
slaughterers. Non-Muslims and women are considered Haram - unclean. 
This is overt sharia law, manifest in discrimination on gender and religious 
grounds, and applied with full consent of Australian government agencies 
AQIS and DAFF. However, we understand that ritually prepared meat is 
important to deeply religious Australians. To this end we propose that, 
similar to religious schools for which Australia permits some exemptions 
from non-discrimination laws, abattoirs wishing to conduct ritual slaughter 
must be owned and operated by an accredited religious organisation.

http://www.qsociety.org.au/downloads/role_of_aqis.pdf
http://www.qsociety.org.au/downloads/DAFF_meat_notice.pdf
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Re: Third party certification of food.

Through social media, I have recently become aware of the extent of Halal Certification on our food, 
which I had previously believed to be limited to the slaughter of animals. Upon further enquiry, I was 
absolutely shocked at the amount of products in our supermarkets that are certified. It did not make 
sense to me why certain products are certified, such as: cat food, bottled water, sanitary products 
and even batteries! I now refuse to buy these products and will continue to do so until this money 
making scam is stopped.

I disagree that the whole of our population has to pay for food to be blessed for the supposed 2% 
that require it. If they want it, they should pay for it, NOT the companies.

I have always had a dislike for the teachings and beliefs of this religion. For my food to be blessed in 
this way is a complete insult, especially the fact that it has grown to this extent without our 
knowledge or consultation. If this was happening in the name of Christianity or other religions, I’m 
sure many more people would be outraged.

I believe it is in the best interest of the future of our country to investigate where the profits go from 
these schemes. One fact I know to be true is that the profit from Halal Certification is funding the 
growth of this religion through the buildings of more Mosques and Islamic schools. If this continues, I 
am extremely concerned for the future of my children and future generations.

Yours Sincerely

Lisa Clayton
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Dear Mr Secretary,

I am a 41 year old married man with a wife and five children. For the past 20 years I have practiced 
the tenets of my Judeo-Christian religion and now raise my family in accordance with those values. 
Like most religions, my faith has doctrines concerning interaction with other religious practices and 
concerning other gods. In particular, for the benefit of this submission, we are instructed to abstain 
from foods offered to and blessed by other gods or representatives thereof.

On May 27, 2015 I took my family to a supermarket owned by a large retail chain located in Biloela, 
Central Queensland for our fortnightly shopping. In keeping with our faith system, we are unable to 
purchase products that carry halal certification as these have been blessed by an Islamic authority as 
compliant with Islamic law in contravention to our beliefs. Consequently, we were unable to 
purchase any bread products as all of the lines on the shelf were halal certified, including the in-
store bakery’s products. The vast majority of these bread products failed to display one of the many 
different halal certified logos seen in the marketplace. We were able to purchase milk but had to 
settle for a premium brand as again the majority of lines were halal certified with many again not 
displaying a halal certified logo. Other dairy products such as cheese and yoghurt are also 
predominantly halal certified. As such, this reduces our product choices to just one or two brands of 
the many on offer. In the meat department, our choice is limited to pork products only, due to beef, 
lamb, and poultry being sourced from suppliers who use halal ritual slaughter methods. Again, very 
few of the packaged meat products are identifiable as halal certified or ritually slaughtered. This 
shopping excursion is typical of what my family faces on a fortnightly basis.

I am very concerned that practitioners of non-Islamic religions that have prohibitions on food 
products carrying the blessing of another faith are being misled into purchasing items in violation of 
their religious conscience due to a lack of labelling, concealed labelling, and/or inconsistent 
standards of labelling with regard to identifying halal certified products. As has been frequently 
pointed out, if an item is halal certified for the benefit of Muslims, how can Muslims identify a halal 
certified product if it carries a concealed label or none at all.

I am very concerned that practitioners of non-Islamic religions are being forced to violate their 
religious conscience by purchasing halal certified products because there is no non-certified choice. 
This is a situation my family encounters when making a purchase decision concerning baby formula. 

I am very concerned that practitioners of non-Islamic religions are experiencing a significant 
reduction in consumer choice options since the proliferation of halal certification schemes. 

I wish to stress to the Committee the difficulty and the time consumed in researching and identifying 
products that are halal certified. In addition to the labelling issues raised above, companies are not 
always cooperative when contacting them regarding their certification status. Living in a rural 
community as I do in many cases does not offer me a range of local alternative product providers 
from which I can purchase products not found at the retail chain supermarkets. 

It is my belief that all citizens regardless of their religious affiliations should have equal access to all 
food products as was the case up until relatively recently, and to not be discriminated against by 
companies that endorse one religious ideology to the exclusion of others. To this end, I request that 



the Committee abolish all forms of religious certification and uphold the rule of law concerning 
animal welfare and ethical slaughter.

Yours sincerely,

Cameron Evers



ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 233

Submission Details: Mr Rick Morris





It is really wrong to allow religious organisations to tax our foods 
and services within Australia. 

If Australian producers wish to export, then by all means, allow 
them to have their products certified. But for export only.  

Please do not apply an Islamic tax  or a Kosher tax to Australians. 

Rick Morris 
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From: NNaattiioonnaall  SSiikkhh  CCoouunncciill  ooff  AAuussttrraalliiaa  IInncc  
 

Voice of the Sikhs in Australia (Inc No:  INC9877869) 

 

Tuesday, 9 June 201516 10:55 AM 

To: Economics, Committee (SEN) 

Subject: THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATION OF FOOD 

Senate Standing Committees on Economics 

  

Honourable Senators, 

Sikh Council of Australia is the peak representative body of the Sikhs in Australia. It caters 

for the religious, spiritual, educational, cultural needs of the Sikhs and resolves the issues 

facing the Sikhs. It is also a member of the Global Sikh Council which is spokes body of the 

Diaspora Sikhs. 

Background  

I, on behalf of the Sikh community in Australia, am writing to bring to your notice that we 

the Sikhs do not eat Halal Meat or the food containing Halal ingredients, for the simple 

reason that the animal has been cruelly and inhumanly slaughtered to give it the seal of 

Islamic religious approval, “fit for the Muslims to eat and drink.” I have carefully considered 

this very controversial subject also from a holistic perspective as almost 98% of the 

Australian are not Muslims. Yet, we are forced to pay to make food fit to eat for only 2% of 

the population. As a result of strong Muslim lobby groups, it is not just the Sikh who these 

days unknowingly consume halal meat and no longer have a freedom of choice.  We have no  

objection if just under 2% of the Australian population wants to eat Halal food, slaughtered  

according to their religious requirement, yet we do vehemently object if  the same religiously 

slaughtered food is surreptitiously being sold to us by the supermarkets, as non Halal food, by 

not labelling the food as such  and we eat something which is against  our faith and we  are 

made to pay for   Halal certification, something we don’t eat and thereby depriving us of our 

right to have a choice.    

I believe it is the duty of the government to provide its citizens with a choice of food and 

introduce a system where by every citizen knows what he is eating and has a choice when it 

comes to eating food. But if you go to any supermarket here in NSW almost every product 

such as bread, oil, flour, frozen finger food produced in Australia, biscuits, chips all dairy 

products, you name it, are Halal certified and even now the medicines are Halal certified. 

This restricts the Sikhs in terms of what they can purchase and consume... Most of the 

food sold to the students in NSW school canteens, Sports venues, to the patients in the 

Hospitals and to commuters on XPT train is Halal. We have written letters to the Minister of 

Schools and the Department of Education and the Minister of Health; had a few meetings 

with the so called Directors which was a wastage of our time, because unfortunately the 

bureaucrats either don’t understand or don’t want to understand and resolve the issue, or 

maybe they   respect the tenets of just one particular religion, which is against the Australian 

Constitution.  



Tax or duty on consumables in Australia 

There is a tax or duty on certain goods we buy, but that tax or duty is paid only by those who 

buy those goods, those who don’t buy don’t’ pay the duty or tax. Similarly there is a toll tax 

on certain Highways, it is only paid by those who use those Highways and those who don’t 

use it don’t pay. This is a system which aims to promote fairness for every citizen 

irrespective of his religious orientation, and the money thus collected is used for the 

maintenance of the roads, for the benefit of the Australians.       

 “Jazia” according to Sharia Law is a Tax paid by the non Muslims  who live in the Muslim 

Countrries, but we are living in Australia, which is not an Islamic country but are forced   to 

pay “Jazia”  to make Halal food and food products for the Muslims. The community wants to 

know who approved this scam, when and why; and why “Jazia” is being imposed on 98% of 

the Australians in their own country. Community wants to know where do those millions of 

dollars thus collected from us as, Mr. Mohammad Al Mohali, one of the proponents of the 

Halal Certification Authority boasts of becoming Milliner on the Youtube. So why, not only 

the Sikhs but other 98% of the Australian population should pay for the dietary requirement 

of 2% of the population. Any food which has to be Halal certified must be paid  

by those who want to eat Halal food. This is a scam  

 

Back to the Basics of the Australian Constitution 

 
“The Commonwealth shall not make any law for establishing    any religion, or for imposing 

any religious observance, or for    prohibiting the free exercise of any religion, and no 

religious    test shall be required as a qualification for any office or public    trust under the 

Commonwealth.” 

Then why  the   Govt. has been, not only  promoting the religious  doctrine  of one religion 

and taxing the 98% of the people  to promote the Sharia Law for  2% of the population,  but 

is facilitating and imposing covertly and overtly , Jazia” the Halal Certification tax on the 

Australians. .Agriculture Minister Hon.  Barnaby Jones said that Halal is the way for the 

export. Why can't the Federal government make it a ruling whereby only the meat which is to 

be exported to Muslim countries is made Halal and for the local use it should be non Halal. 

The same ruling should apply for other food stuff manufactured in Australia. This will save 

us   from paying the unnecessary Jazia (Halal Certification tax) in our non Muslim country.  

Denmark, Norway and Sweden which export poultry, dairy and dairy products have done it, 

where the Muslim population is greater than in Australia. 

Companies pay tens of thousands of dollars to get the Halal Certification stamp, which 

according to Habib Bewley who is an Imam in South Africa is a scam to collect 

money by fooling Muslim; Sikh Community wants to know where those millions of 

dollars go. Because of the no discloser clause in the scam even the taxman cannot find out as 

to how much money he had earned from the companies for the use of Halal Certification 

Stamp. One of the proprietors of this scam Mr. Mohammad Al Mohali (if I have correctly 

spelled his name) was boasting on the Youtube that he has become millionaire.  , Does he pay 

any tax on his income? and when asked if he pays to the terrorists, he said that he doesn’t 



give to the terrorists but it all goes to buy shoes for his wife. We want to know where that 

money goes, definitely not to buy a pair of ladies shoes.   

It is most inequitable that we, living in a non Islamic country   should pay “Jazia”   an Islamic 

religious tax and submit ourselves to eating what is forbidden to us by our faith. 

To demand Halal Food is the first step in the implementation of Sharia law, next will be 

religious education, as it is happening in America. The Council of Islamic Education in the 

USA has prepared and introduced a  three week Social Study course for the7
th

 grade students 

in public schools in the USA(Ref:   Google, Tabool Article for the Tennesseas --   Brigtcove) 

Which is  very scary and I am sure you must have seen this video talk of Bridigitte Gabrial 

Denver. This will ultimately be introduced here in Australian Education system to the 6th or 

7
th

 grade students, because most of our leaders are not visualising or imagining as to what is 

happening here and what is being pushed covertly here in Australia to the Education system 

behind the scene. All food sold in school canteens in NSW, even if there is not one Muslim 

Student, is Halal. We have tried our best to get an equitable system but failed and our 

children are forced to eat Halal food which is forbidden by our faith.  Next will be 

compulsory knowledge of the Arabic language to be introduced clandestinely in Grade 2 or 

three. If we did not wakeup now it will be too late to do anything as it has happened to the 

Halal Certification, which according to Muslim scholars and Imams, is the biggest scam to 

get rich overnight. ( Ref: 9 Khutba on Halal Certification Fiasco 27.01.2012 
|| By: Imam Habib Bewley who is an Imam in South Africa) 

 

The National Sikh Council of Australia proposes that   

1. The label should clearly show whether the product is Halal Certified OR non Halal 

certified and   it should also be in the list of ingredients. 

2. Those who want to eat Halal (2% of the Australian) should pay for the Halal 

certification stamp, and this Jazia, the Islamic religious tax shouldn’t be imposed 

indiscriminately on 98% of the Australian. This can be done by making only the meat 

which is meant for export as Halal. All the meat and meat products for the local 

consumption should be non Halal, because there are plenty of butcher shops in every 

city who supply ONLY HALAL MEAT so they will pay for the Halal Certification. It 

is also a fact that no devotee Muslim will ever buy meat from Woolworths, Coles or 

other supermarket because they (a Muslim friend of mine told me that they, 

Muslims, do not buy meat from the supermarkets because he Pork is placed next 

to beef and Lamb which contaminates the whole meat in the supermarket and 

they only buy from Halal butcher shop, of which there are many). 
3. The products which have been subjected to Halal certification should be clearly 

marked on the products in English as the Stamp is usually in Arabic language, which 

is deceptive as not very many Australians can read Arabic Language. It has become a 

fashion that the shops which sell Halal products write Halal in Arabic language only, 

but they must write in English because the official language of Australia is English 

and not Arabic, and as the Australian cannot read or understand Arabic language they 

cannot understand whether the food is Halal or Non Halal. 

4. We the consume must  know, that what we are eating  is permissible for us to eat or 

not, and we must have a choice to buy  and eat Non Halal product, especially if you 

go to the restaurants all meat hey serve is Halal and they don’t tell or display that only 

Halal is served. Even if they write that only Halal is served then where is our right to 

have a choice of Non vegetarian Non Halal meat? So the restaurants must display 

what meat they are serving and must have both Halal and non Halal dishes.  



5. As the Hon. Minister of Agriculture says that Halal, for the export is the only way 

otherwise Australia might lose that trade for the Middle East countries. To overcome 

his concern make only those products Halal which are meant for export purposes and 

non Halal food for the local consumption, those who do not eat Halal products. We 

have no objection if Muslim wants to eat Halal but they should pay to make it Halal. 

6. We want to know where those billions of dollars, collected by the proponent of the 

Halal Certification Stamp, go to definitely not for buying lady’s shoes as Mr. 

Mohammad Al Moholi claims on the You Tube interview.  

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LX7FuJHoouI ) 

 

Once again many thank for the Senate inquiry to listen to our grievances. 

Yours Sincerely 

 

 

Baw Singh Jagdev OAM       

Secretary   

For and on behalf of the National SIKH Council of Australia Inc 

Postal address  
 

Tuesday, 9 June 2015 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LX7FuJHoouI
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Dear Chairperson

Halal certification is a scam, it could also be called protection money. Islam does not require halal 
certification. It is a very recent scheme run by dozens of businesses to extract money from non-
muslims to support Islam.  Does the government know where the money paid to Islamic 
businesses/individuals goes? Does it support public hospitals, public schools etc or is it channelled 
into Islamic only organisations?

Halal only applies to pork and alcohol and yet even Vegemite is halal. Muslims merely need to say a 
prayer at meal time for the food to be “clean”.

Clear labelling is also required. The current logos mean nothing to most people and a lot of halal 
food is not labelled at all. I do not want to eat meat that has been halal slaughtered.

The employment of muslim only staff on the slaughter line also needs to be investigated. 
Discrimination on religious grounds seems wrong to me.

Get rid of halal certification. If some food must be halal then the Islamic community should pay the 
processor/exporter for the privilege. Non-muslims should not be paying what is effectively an Islamic  
religious tax.

Yours faithfully

Peter Nunn
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Dear Sir, Madam

I would like the government to perform a full investigation into 
Halal Certification schemes in Australia.

Nearly all food is naturally halal (permissible to eat under Islamic 
sharia law without any kind of halal certification label) and 
Muslims can make food of unknown origin halal by pronouncing 
'bismillah' over their meal. I am totally concerned about the recent 
invention of halal certification schemes.  It is now difficult to 
buy supermarked products that do not have halal certification.

a) We should not have to support a scheme and pay a tax for a 
religion and god that we do not serve.  It is totally wrong to 
force this religious 'practice' on the 97% of Australians that 
are not Islamic.

Wny should the halal certification schemes (and the muslim religion) 
be forced on the 97% of Australians that are not muslim and have no 
need or desire to eat halal certified foods?  The certification 
should be for those who need it, and the ones that request the 
certification should also be paying the cost for this certification 
that they wish to have.

b) Most items are already halal (permissible under Islamic sharia 
law) and yet these same companies are persuaded that they need 
the halal certification.  Muslims’ only issue with halal should 
be in relation to meat and meat by-products, and with avoiding 
alcohol in food products.

However, items such as bottled water (e.g Cape Grim) and honey (e.g 
Calipano) are Halal Certified.  Honey and water are already halal 
(permissable) to muslims without any certification payment.  We 
would not expect a heart tick label on water as everyone knows water 
is healthy, and it is the same thing with this halal certification.  
Because people remain ignorant and think halal certification is 
required, they have no idea of the corruption.

c) The halal certification is often not labelled or not clearly 
labelled

Companies like Cadbury have now removed the certification logo from 
the packaging, but still are certified.  This is deceiving, and 
unclear, and I am aware of this only because someone in my family 
contacted them to clarify.  In her liaison regarding the 
certification, she recieved notification from Cadbury that she was a 
racist and a bigot only because she is concerned about halal 
certification and does not want to eat products that are halal 
certified.
All halal certified products should have very clear and unified 
labelling so that the consumer is aware and able to make other 
choices if possible.

d) Most meat in Australia is slaughtered via the halal method and 
halal certified, yet not labelled as such.



This totally limits my choice to eat non halal certified meat or 
know whether the meat I am eating is halal certified or not.
The halal slaughter houses are discriminatory in that only muslims 
males are allowed to perform many tasks.  Non-Muslims and women are 
considered haram - unclean. This is sharia law in Australia, and its 
discrimination on gender and religious grounds, applied with consent 
of AQIS and DAFF.
Slaughter houses can not do some halal certified and some not halal 
certified in the same slaughter house, as the halal certification 
for meat demands that the place is ONLY used for halal slaughtered 
meat.  Once again, why is the minority 'rules' being forced onto the 
entire Australian population?
I do not want to eat halal certified/slaughtered meat and thereby 
support discrimination of 97% of the population.

I do not agree with the methods of halal killing the animals and the 
cruelty which it can inflict on the animal (which is also why I 
would not eat kocher meat).  However, I am able to clearly identify 
Kocher meat (there is generally only enough for the Jewish 
community) but I struggle to find meat producers that do not use the 
halal slaughtering methods.

e) We have no idea what the halal certification money is being used 
for.  There are indications that it has been used for terrorism 
and advancing the Islam agenda of bringing Islam to the world 
(or at least helping with the financial aspect of this 
propagation), which is a holy duty for Muslims.  This is not 
something that I want to unknowingly support by eating 
unlabelled halal certified items.

f) Halal certification is a hidden Islamic tax on goods and 
services.

Certification schemes began in the 1980s and are funded by consumers 
through a multi-level system of one off and recurring fees, paid by 
suppliers to Islamic organisations.  What did muslims eat prior to 
the 1980's?  I assume the world was still running smoothly then, and 
the muslims living in Australia did not starve to death for lack of 
certification.

Please investigate the halal certification scheme and have it 
regulated and also not forced on the majority of the population who 
do not want or need to pay for this certification.  In addition, 
please make it mandatory that all halal certified items are clearly 
labelled with a single identifiable label (the same label) with 
clear english writing so everyone knows what it means.  Please also 
investigate why halal food is being certified when there is no need 
for this (for example, water and honey), and why/if companies are 
being coerced to have the halal certification symbol on their 
products.

Sincerely

Klaas & Henriette Wolters



ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 237

Submission Details: Mr Dale Francis





10 June, 2015

To the Senate Enquiry into Halal Certification.

As a democratic country I don't believe we should all be paying for Halal Certification, the certifiers are disorganized, not just one group but more do the certification, some with no qualifications whatsoever. Some 
countries like Sri Lanka have banned Halal Certification.

If the goods are for export label them separately. The muslims didn't have halal certification a decade ago and had no problems eating, so what's the big change……money, money, money…..which can't be traced. The 
USA and UK have done a report into the money chain of Halal certification and have come up with some unanswered questions about were some of the money ends up.

Why should we all be paying for the building of mosques and islamic schools?

The Halal meat industry is a crying shame, in this day and age this cruelty should be banned, animals have their throats cut without stunning……just read the koran or do some research.

In reality the koran would be banned if it had to go through Australian Censorship laws.

Regards,
Dale Francis
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SUBMISSION TO THE INQUIRY: 
THE THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATION OF FOOD

_______________________10TH June 2015______________________________

F.R. Grigg

Re: Islamic Halal Certification

Firstly, I have no objections to food products bearing an Islamic ‘Halal Logo’ as a guide for our 
Muslim citizens. I also have no objections to our Jewish citizens identifying their ‘Kosher’ food 
products, or anyone else for that matter..

However, what I do object to is the deceitful ways in which some Halal producers ‘hide’ the 
Islamic Halal Logo from the consumer. An example is the way in which Dairy Farmers hides the 
Halal Logo in  their 12 Slice package of their Coon Tasty Cheese! Nowhere on the outside of the 
packaging does the Halal Logo appear? It’s not until one gets home and opens the pack do they  
find a large Halal Logo, with the word ‘HALAL’ printed underneath it ! I object to this deceptive  
practice, as it removes one’s choice of not to buy Halal certified products!

Secondly, I am told that about 80 percent of our Australian food or its the ingredients are  
certified as Halal. Halal is an Islamic Sharia Law requirement for Muslims and I object to paying 
their ‘hidden religious tax’ on goods that are not clearly marked as being Halal. My freedom of 
choice has been violated!

Thirdly, I object to having to pay a tax to a religion to which I do not and never will belong!

Fourthly, I speak to Committee Members to make themselves aware of the real Islamic agenda 
being pursued in Australia, and other countries, behind  the introduction of Sharia Law – which 
is only relevant to less than 2  percent of the population!

In closing, I wonder if the Committee Members are aware of the Muslim practices of ‘Taqiyya 
and Kitman’?   Muslim scholars teach that Muslims should generally be truthful to each other, 
unless the purpose of lying is to "smooth over differences." There are two forms of lying to non-
believers that are permitted under certain circumstances, taqiyya and kitman.  These 
circumstances are typically those that advance the cause Islam - in some cases by gaining the 
trust of non-believers in order to draw out their vulnerability and defeat them. 1    

I request that common sense be applied in your deliberations and that this unrealistic tax that has 
been thrust upon our society, be open by having products that are certified ‘Halal’ be clearly 
branded as such, so that our Freedom of Choice can be restored!

Yours respectfully,

FRG    

1 http://www.thereligionofpeace.com/quran/011-taqiyya.htm 10 Jun 2015
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From: walter kapcejevs  
Sent: Wednesday, 10 June 2015 4:47 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal certification.

As a Christian I am not supposed to eat things to idols. In consumer law is it not fraudulent
 to not label products with a religious tax. Let the consumer decide what charities they
 support, the lack of clear labeling is underhanded.

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au
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Committee Secretariat 
Senate Standing Committees on Economics
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600
Phone: +61 2 6277 3540
Fax: +61 2 6277 5719
economics.sen@aph.gov.au

To whom it may concern,

Thank you for the opportunity to enter a submission to the inquiry into paid 
certifications of food.

It is my humble belief that all products and services, which pay a halal certification 
fee, should be included in this inquiry, and that the inquiry should not just be limited 
to food products.  

Preamble.
It is extremely offensive that I, as a committed Christian, am being forced to purchase 
items that are halal certified.  Of course I do try to buy products, which are not halal 
certified, but at this time not all companies display the halal symbols, or logo, on their 
halal certified products.  I do not wish to buy halal certified products because it is my 
opinion that funds raised in this manner exclusively support, directly or indirectly, the 
promotion of the Islamic religion and specific Islamic charities.  I find it very 
annoying, disturbing and threatening that, by purchasing halal certified products, I am 
supporting a religion, which I do not have any belief in and actually find myself in 
direct opposition to. 

The fact that the halal certified logo is often not displayed on a product that is 
certified is in my opinion deceitful and effectively removes my right to choose a 
product that is not halal certified.

I support my church through regular weekly donations, through community support 
activities and by giving of my time as well as my finances.  It is normal for my church 
to support people from all ethnicities and all walks of life regardless of colour, culture 
or background. 

This is not so with the fees and monies raised through halal certification as it is used 
exclusively to support the promotion of Islam at the exclusion of all other faith or 
beliefs.  I do not wish to contribute to this in any shape or form.

I find the method of slaughter to obtain meat products to be unacceptably in humane. 
I have submitted a request to the ACNC to review the “charitable status” of the 
Supreme Islamic Council of Halal Meat in Australia as in its own annual report for 
2014 it has listed that it has distributed funds for other than charitable purposes.  This 
review is on going and I await the ACNC decision. 

1
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I am at a loss to understand why feminine hygiene products, plastic containers, 
chocolate, milk, cheese, transport, pet food, bottled water and so many other items 
that are naturally halal, need to be halal certified?   The whole current halal 
certification system appears to be nothing more than a scam that is set up with the 
sole aim of making money out of everyday Australians and certainly Australia is 
getting no benefit from this certification. 

People of the Islamic faith were quite able to source halal (permissible) foodstuffs 
from “the people of the book” long before these certification schemes were 
established. 

Many senior clerics in the Islamic communities of Arab countries have stated publicly 
that halal certification is not necessary as it is only those items that are haram, or not 
permissible, that need to be avoided.

I refer to the terms of reference of the Inquiry:

The extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not 
limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food 
and general food safety certification schemes;
Organic certification – anybody who wants to buy organic produce can easily decide 
to buy. It is my understanding that these products are already clearly labelled to 
enable easy identification. There are many shops and markets where organic produce 
is identified and sold.

Kosher – There seems to be far fewer products certified as Kosher. It is my 
understanding that there are some kosher food stores in major centres, which are 
readily identified as being exclusively kosher.  The Jewish community have, no 
doubt, a well-established practice of identifying those items, which need to be 
prepared in a religiously accepted manner.

Halal – An overwhelming number of products are now halal certified. These should 
all be clearly labelled, but unfortunately many staple items, meat, bread, milk, cheese 
and confectionery are not. 
It has recently become obvious that each step in production, delivery, storage, and 
eventual presentation of the product is now being forced into being halal certified.  
Surely this is now encroaching upon the workforce and placing unrealistic and indeed 
“unlawful” demands on employers to exclusively employ only Islamic employees 
thus creating “religious discrimination” in the workplace at every level of 
production.

The ritual slaughter of an animal to provide meat for human consumption is a very 
specific problem for some religions.  I personally find the halal or kosher methods of 
slaughter repulsive and I am particularly offended when the animal is killed whilst 
prayers to a false god are said over the carcass.  There are many religions that cannot 
consume foods that have been dedicated to another god. Amongst them are Sikhs, 
Christians, Hindus, etc.
This is discrimination against all other religions.  It is becoming difficult for 
individual butcher shops to source carcasses from non-halal slaughter houses.

2



Genetically Modified – All genetically modified foodstuffs should be clearly labelled. 
There are many Australians who oppose genetically modified foods on moral and 
ethical grounds.  
I, for one, caution against the use of genetically modified foodstuffs.  It is morally and 
ethically repugnant that large companies such as Monsanto, in the USA, are selling 
genetically modified “sterile” seeds to the third world and thereby holding these poor 
nations to ransom when they need to purchase more seed to feed their starving people.

Current labelling requirements of food certification schemes;
All the above-mentioned schemes should be labelled clearly. This is the only way that 
a purchaser can exercise their freedom to choose the type of product they purchase 
and whether or not they wish to support a particular ideology.
As there are faiths that cannot partake of something honoured to another god it is 
imperative that the products be clearly labelled. This would apply to all stages of the 
certification process. A logo needs to be on the front of the packaging of the certified 
product where it can be quickly found and easily recognised.

The need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees;
They should all be clearly labelled on the front of the products and if transport or 
other processes are used in the process of production and are certified, this should also 
be indicated on the label.

Whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to 
make informed purchasing decisions;
Current schemes do not provide enough information for Australian consumers to 
make an informed purchasing decision, as labelling is either non-existent or too small 
to see easily. The logo should be clearly displayed on the front of the packaging. It is 
not good enough for a large company like Cadbury’s, Mars, Nestles or Kellogg’s to 
expect the consumer to search for them on the internet to ascertain whether or not 
they are halal certified, suitable for diabetics, nut or gluten free.
I am aware that certification authorities donate to “Islamic Charities” and other 
“Islamic Organisations” that promote the spread of Islam in Australia and overseas 
but I personally have no desire whatsoever to support an ideology that I utterly 
despise.  Why must 98% of Australia, who do not believe in the Islamic ideology be 
forced, by this immoral certification scheme, to support something that they detest?

Details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and 
the potential for these to impact on prices for consumers;
It has been reported in the media that large sums e.g. $27,000 per month is normal for 
an average medium to large business to pay as a certification fee.  One has only to 
look on the ACNC website, at the Supreme Islamic Council of Halal Meat in 
Australia Inc. annual report to see that this is a multi-million dollar business.  Any 
management would definitely have to pass on these substantial costs to the unwitting 
Australian consumers.  Recently Cadbury Australia has reduced the size of basic 
products, whilst maintaining the price for these items. The bottom line is that the 
consumer pays for these “overheads”.

The importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and 
returns to producers;
There has been a lot of importance incorrectly placed on the halal certification 

3



requirements to secure export markets.  Many of the items previously mentioned do 
not need halal certification they only need be identified as not being haram.  For 
example water, sugar, tea, coffee, cereals, canned fruits, tampons etc do not contain 
pork products or by-products.
It is not necessary for every slaughterhouse in Australia to be halal certified as not all 
meat products are sent to Islamic countries and we do have a substantial live meat 
export trade.
 Again I ask “Why must 98% of Australia, who do not believe in the Islamic ideology 
be forced, by this immoral certification scheme, to support something that they 
detest?”

The number of halal only slaughter houses has created a problem whereby there is 
now active discrimination against Australian male and female workers in preference 
for Islamic halal certified slaughter men only.  

The extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers 
including, but not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and 
any related matters;
This is a big question. Where is the money going, what is it being used for? 
I am aware that certification authorities donate to “Islamic Charities” and other 
“Islamic Organisations” that promote the spread of Islam in Australia and overseas 
but I personally have no desire whatsoever to support an ideology that I utterly 
despise.  It has been proven that halal certification fees, from Indonesia and some 
Western Countries, have been used to support Hamas and other similar terrorist 
organisations.  This is the greatest fear amongst the Australian community.  Are these 
funds, that are raised from within Australia being used illegally?  If so are they being 
used to help terrorist organisations to kill Australian Soldiers or our Allies?
Again I ask, “Why must 98% of Australia, who do not believe in the Islamic ideology 
be forced, by this immoral certification scheme, to support something that they 
detest?”
It is essential that the Australian Tax Office and the ACNC carry out investigative 
audits on every type of certification scheme and also on every Registered Australian 
Charity.  This is necessary to ensure that:
a. Any funds raised from certification are used to improve the lot of ALL

Australians and not just a select few,
b. That any funds raised from certification are easily traceable and remain in

Australia,
c. That No funds raised from certification can be used in the support of terrorism

either here in Australia or overseas.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comment in this inquiry.
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From: 
Sent: 4th June 2015 
To: Economics, Committee (SEN) 
Subject: Submission to Inquiry for Third Party Certification of Food

Dear Sirs/Madams, 

I wish to make this submission to the Senate Inquiry into Third Party Certification of foods within 
Australia.  My main submission issue is that I would like to see amendments to our food labelling 
laws in relation to religious certification schemes.

I am a non-religious Australian whom buys organic, wheat free and gluten free products for those in 
my household.  This produce is labelled for health and safety reasons and is absolutely necessary  to 
ensure to the consumer we are buying what we pay for.

However, it recently came to my attention of certification bodies such of kosher and halal and I was 
appalled at how many food items is halal and found many that are, are totally unnecessary.  I also 
found it very hard to know which items were and were not halal certified.  

So I researched FSANZ labelling laws and found that they exempt religious certification because they 
are only a regulatory body for health and safety.  I believe religious certification exemption on food 
packaging is unacceptable to the consumer and changes must be made to ensure all religious 
certification logo’s are displayed clearly on packaging to give back consumer choice.  Whether this 
can be done under FSANZ or not I am unsure but a bill needs to be passed to disclose this 
information to consumers.

I recently contacted a yogurt company to find out if they were halal certified.  Yes they are halal 
certified but choose not to disclose the logo.  They stated they are already halal but due to 
exportation requirements are certified by default.  This is totally unnecessary for produce that is to 
be sold in Australia.  I have found so many of our foods i.e. yoghurt, milk, cheese, do not need this 
certification as they are already permissible AND we only have 2% population of Muslims in 
Australia.  

I also question if a manufacturer decides not to put the certification logo on their packaging then 
how does the Muslim know what they are purchasing without having to research their product like I 
have to?  

I recently went to a park and noticed a group of Muslims drinking coca cola, eating arnotts biscuits, 
which isn’t halal certified, I seriously don’t think they take it as serious either!  They can bless their 
food/drink before consumption and it becomes “permissable”.

I wish to see labelling laws, whether FSANZ is the body to do this, make amendments to have a 
special clause that religious certification labelling to be mandatory.  This will give the consumer the 
choice whether they want to support religious certification schemes and it will allow manufacturers 
to gauge whether their business needs this certification for growth and profitability.

I believe religious certification is starting a rift in Australian society and is fuelling division amongst 
the people.  Action must be taken to dissolve the deception.

I hope this inquiry has enough support and evidence to make amendments to food labelling laws 
and give back consumer choice.  

Thank you for your time reading my submission.
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To: Senate Economics References Committee 

Dear Committee Members: 

 

 

I write this Submission with the reference to religious certification 
applied to domestic consumer goods and services. 

 

The implementation of Halal food in Australia.  

 

We are subverted into buying Halal certified foods and house hold 
goods and services necessary for ongoing living without our 
knowledge, input or consumer choice into the matter. Kosher 
certification is only applied to certain food items, mainly meat, they 
do not require certification to export their products overseas. 

 
Halal Certified Foods, yes the Islamic Certifying bodies will say that 
the money they charge for certification does not increase the price of 
everyday items, but yes it does, just ask any Australian how much 
more they continually having to pay each week just for the basics, 
items such as toilet paper, milk, dried herbs, even honey these items  
are halal by nature, but are being made Halal Certified and sold as 
such, without our knowledge or consent, 80% of halal certified foods 
in Australia are not shown to be so, i.e. no identifiable markings on 
the product, the consumer does not have the information to be able 
to make an informed decision. 
 
The Islamic Council will also tell you that the monies paid by 
businesses for these certificates does not support terrorism, ask the 
Australian people for their opinion on this, I think you already know 
the answer.  
 

1. The Halal industry experts believe the size of the total global 
Halal market including all types of Halal products, 
consumables and services to range from a minimum of 
US$1.2 trillion to US$2 trillion per annum (Global Halal 
Congress, 2010) 
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2. According to the World Halal Forum 2009, Time Magazine 

(May, 2009) reported that the total size of global Halal food 
market is worth about US$ 632 billion a year. This figure 
would be higher still if the non-Muslim consumers market is 
included. 

 
3. Greater profit market share: no loss of non-Muslim markets. 

The International Halal food trade has been estimated to be 
worth at least US$580 billion a year (Halal Journal, 2007). 

 
4. Certification assists domestic Halal food and consumable 

industries in the developments and promotion of Australia 
as an International Halal Hub, consequently exploiting a 
global Halal food market of about 1.8 billion people. 

  
5. Since Halal certification is not mandatory, how is a 

competitive advantage, gained over companies with no Halal 
certification. 

 
6. Halal certification imposes strict personal sanitation 

requirements in addition to manufacturing premise hygiene 
practices, complimentary to the HACCP program 

 
7. If having Halal certification is so important, how did 

manufacturers manage to export their products since 1974 
(when the term halal certification was first introduced in 
Australia by AFIC) without such certifications in place? 

 
 

Isn’t it interesting as point 5 says not mandatory, but basic extortion 
over suppliers to have them become Halal Certified? The monies 
charged to the supplier have to be recouped somehow, by higher 
prices, as does the $8000 charged annually for Woolworths to give 
their Woolworths Quality Guarantee symbol; these prices are 
charged even though our regulation body HACCP has already 
inspected the premises. 
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The forced implementation of Halal Certified food and other 
essential items.   

a. Halal is a religious procedure to make food acceptable 
for a minority culture, but now many products, not 
only food, bear the Halal certificate. This is a blatant 
money making scam using religion to fool companies 
into believing they will get more sales by pandering to 
Muslims. As Muslims comprise only 2.2% of the 
population at the last census I fail to see how much 
Halal certification will increase your sales. 

 
b. Some companies, like Kraft  and  Cadburys  have 

admitted  that because of the controversy over Halal 
certification they are no longer going to label their 
product with the Halal symbol. Instead, they are 
‘hiding’ the fact on their website so that consumers 
cannot make an informed choice at the point of sale. 
As a result, we are being forced to purchase and 
consume food and other products certified Halal 
without our knowledge and choice. 

 
c. The fees imposed for this Certification have to be 

recouped by the manufacturer. As a result we are 
forced to pay higher prices in the supermarket.   I 
consider this is unfair and unjust and it goes against 
our Fair Trading practises, as manufacturers must not 
engage in misleading conduct about the nature of their 
manufacturing process. 

 
d.  April 2004, Food standards Australia  and New Zealand 

(FSANZ) and the ACCC signed  a  memorandum of  
understanding to facilitate an agreement about how 
food labeling  complaints would  be addressed, 
Regulation  MR 068/04. The Food and Industry Trade 
Practices ACT the three keys roles of FSANZ are: 
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i. protecting public health and safety 

ii. providing  adequate  information about food to enable        
consumers to make informed choices.     

            iii. preventing  misleading  or deceptive conduct in  relation     
                  to the food and beverages industry. 
 

In regards to Halal, Kosher etc., without the compulsory labeling of 
food to show that it is Halal or Kosher, point 2 of the regulation, 
enabling consumer choice is not being adhered to. 
 
Part 2 of the Food and Industry Trade Practices ACT dated November 
2006 shows the key principles of misleading and deceptive conduct; 
Food and Beverage labeling may potentially breach the consumer 
protection provisions of the Act if the label conveys misleading or 
deceptive impression or representation. This can also occur if a fact 
relevant to the sale of that good is not mentioned (i.e. condition or 
some product content). 
 
The failure to mention an important fact in the content of an overall 
presentation can sometimes be misleading conduct. Labels which 
omit key consumer information can mislead consumers and distort 
consumer choice. 
 
Part 2.2 of the Act, Process/preparation/production claims, referring 
to a specific process or preparation of a product, Part 2.4 claims 
implying a relationship with a particular standard or style, this would 
cover the product being sold as Halal. 
 
While an average consumer may not be concerned by this type of 
representation, such a claim would be of concern to the intended 
target audience and could be in breach of the Act. 

Sharia Law in connection with Halal Certification in Australia, 
Australians did not ask for this law here and we don’t want it here, 
Sharia Law has no place in our culture or our country.The teaching of 
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Sharia Law in our public Universities, this is Australia and as such is 
ruled by the Australian judicial system, not the Islamic system. One 
law and justice for all.  

Sharia means the ‘way’ or ‘path’. Islamic sharia law refers to the 
whole system of principles and rules which a Muslim is required to 
live by. It relates to both criminal and civil justice, and it also 
regulates personal and moral conduct.  

Sharia Law is based upon the teachings of the Koran as well as the 
teaching and example of Muhammad: the rules of sharia exist 
because Muhammad either commanded or actually did what the 
rules require. 

Sharia goes way beyond food and halal but the point we want to 
make here is that all of the halal certification organisations are 
operating under sharia law and desire for sharia law to be accepted 
as a part of our mainstream society.  

Money that is paid out in fees for halal certification is used to fund in 
part or whole the push for sharia law in Australia. On the Islamic 
website muslimvillage.com (June 11) the secretary of the Australian 
Islamic Mission, Siddiq Buckley is quoted as saying,  

"There are practical examples of [sharia] here already. We have 
Islamic schools, mosques, funeral parlours, shops and businesses. 
We’ve got abattoirs that only employ Muslim workers on temporary 
visas, Islamic charities, and Islamic financial institutions. There are so 
many things – halal meals served on airlines. This is all part of Sharia 
Law.  

Conclusion: Many Australian food manufacturers seek Halal or 
Kosher certification of their facilities, processes and supplies in order 
to label their products as Halal/Kosher to ensure they are able to be 
enjoyed by Religious consumers. In the same way that food labelled 
as vegan or gluten-free is suitable for consumption by a broad range 
of consumers, Halal certified foods as such are commonly forced on 
non-Muslims, whereas Kosher is not forced on those, that are not of 
the Jewish faith. 
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So if the manufacturers and suppliers of services are convinced it is 
an honour and a necessity to be halal certified, why are they not 
proud enough to have the halal symbol displayed on their items so 
we, as Australian consumers can make an informed decision of the 
product or service, we choose to purchase or support. 

Why is the Government and major manufacturers abiding to the 
demands of a minority in this matter? 

1 As a concerned citizen my request would be that all 
religious certifications be banned. 
 

2 If this is not a possibility then all goods and services for 
Halal or Kosher that are certified are for export only. 

 
3 If these religious certifications are to remain in place, 

then I request that all products and services be labelled 
as such, and advertised widely so consumers can decide 
for themselves if they choose to purchase and support a 
religion that is not compatible within Australia. 

Full disclosure of all monies received and paid for these 
certifications, inclusive of GST, as most of the certifying bodies under 
the umbrella of AFIC are tax exempt.    

 

 

Patricia Cook 
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Senate Standing Committees on Economics Thursday, 4 June 2015
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600

SENATE INQUIRY INTO FOOD CERTIFICATION SCHEMES

Hi

I would like the committee to consider the following.

Recently my wife had a baby at the RPA in Sydney and the only food available was all Halal Certified. 
When we ask for food that was not Halal certified as we are not muslims we were advised they had 
none and that I would have to provide food myself. For 1 day my wife received no food after having 
a baby. If the hospital can cater for muslims and Halal why are we not catered for in our choice to 
not eat Halal food. 

 Companies are now hiding the fact they are Halal Certified and I cannot make an informed
decision. A muslim can sue if he is feed non halal food so why cant I sue if im feed Halal
certified food?

 If there is a separation from state and church Why isn’t our food also separated?
 Some companies have changed how they process certain foods to confirm to these Islamic

Halal Law’s, Mc Donalds now pre cooks bacon and then packages it up and send it to stores
to  be warmed by microwave. They are not advising they are doing this and it is done to
become Halal certified.

 In the Koran it states a Muslim can simply say Bismallah over there food to make it Halal, so
why are we having everything Halal certified?

 I have started buying baby food and most products do not show an Islamic symbol on the
package, however after ringing the companies 1 out of 9 were all Halal Certified yet none
had the symbol on their packaging. My baby now is forced also into this as we have limited
options available to us.

 I do not want to fund Islam, Scientology or any other religion. I should have a choice, this
choice is being taken away from me.

 It is a known fact that money from Halal gets sent overseas and we don’t know where it gets
spent from there. Its also a known fact the money goes only into the muslims community to
build more Mosques and build enclaves in our society.

Thankyou for taking the time to read my submission 

Kind regards
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10 June 2015 

To: Economics, Committee (SEN)   

Subject: SENATE INQUIRY INTO FOOD CERTIFICATION SCHEMES 

 
 
I am writing to voice my concerns with regards to Halal Certification.  As my 
husband and I are of another faith, whereby we are instructed to not eat foods that 
have been sacrificed to false gods.  Therefore, this is an abomination to our Creator 
and is not to be eaten.   See 2Ch 33:16; 2Ch 33:22; 2C 28:23; Rev 2:14; Rev 2:20.   
 
This has affected the majority of the foods that we are able to eat, the list gets longer 
and longer each week.  It would seem that we, as non-muslims , are being unfairly 
treated because of our wish not to consume anything halal.   
 
Since the time of finding out about halal, approximately two years ago, we, as 
pensioners, now find that our health is suffering because of the shortage of non-
halal items in the supermarkets.  Also, we find our weekly shopping is taking up our 
precious time in seeking non-halal food and products, and one stark reason for this 
is that suppliers are not openly displaying, to the public, a halal stamp on foods. In 
fact, all the time we have been shopping over the two years, we have seen only 2 or 
3 halal stamps on items.  Fortunately, we have purchased an app that assists us 
somewhat, however, it is pretty stressful to do the correct thing by our faith.   
 
We have read that muslims have a word ‘Bismallah’ that they are able to speak over 
haram (which means not permissible) foods/products, whereas our bible has not 
bestowed any word/s that would have the same effect.  In mind of this, we cannot 
understand why islamists needs to have halal certified goods/foods at all, and am 
seriously thinking that this whole halal scheme is a sham – just a way of making 
money for all things Islamic. 
 
We ask that it be made mandatory for suppliers of food and goods to clearly stamp 
each and every halal item that is sold in Australia.   
 
Sincerely 
 
 
Maureen O’Loghlen-Kidd 
Albert Kidd 
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From: David Caddie  
Sent: Friday, 31 July 2015 8:54 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Cc: 'David'
Subject: Senate Inquiry into Halal Certification in Australia
 
Dear Senate Inquiry into Halal Certification in Australia:

On 13 May 2015, the Senate referred the following matters to the Economics References Committee for
 inquiry and report by 31 November 2015:

a.     the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not limited to, schemes
 related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and general food safety certification
 schemes;

This must be addressed because, neither The Government nor the electors has any knowledge on the extent
 of these schemes, ie, which individual products are involved and which are not, nor is there any easily found
 information on the dollar costs to us, as consumers, nor to fiscal costs to you as Tax Collectors for
 ‘religiously exempt’ practices. This information must be readily available to all so we can make decisions
 based on knowledge.
b.     current labelling requirements of food certification schemes;
Consumers need to know if products they are selecting to buy are “Halal Certified” or not and how much of
 the purchase costs go to support a religion they support or not. This must be shown on the labelling. Note,
 Muslims make up less than 3% of Australia’s population, about the same amount as Buddhists and they do
 not make demands for Australian customs and practices to meet their beliefs.
c.     the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees;
Australian Culture is the way it is because of the lifestyle choices we make. We can’t make free choices
 without free access to the knowledge about Halal Certification.
d.     whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make informed

 purchasing decisions;
Current schemes do not provide enough information for Australian consumers to make informed purchasing
 choices because they are not always available on the packaging, eg, Cadbury Chocolates do not show on the
 packaging that they are “Halal Certified” but they are. I know this, so I buy Lindt Chocolates instead. To
 make choices clear there must be a “Certified NON-HALAL” label on ALL products not wishing to be part of
 the unnecessary “Halal Certification” scheme. Perhaps even a “Caution: may contain traces or pork and/or
 alcohol”.
e.     details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and the potential for

 these to impact on prices for consumers;
This information must be freely available to The Australian Government for Revenue purposes, and it must
 available to consumers so they (we) can make informed decisions about where our money can be saved and
 where we chose to send our money to. Remember that Muslims believe that a certain proportion of their
 wealth goes to support ‘jihad’, which is part of Islam’s goal to kill, convert or subjugate ALL mon-Muslims.
f.      the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and returns to

 producers;
Muslims make up about ¼ of the world’s population, and apart from oil exporting countries, the poorest ¼
 of the world’s population. Therefore, it would make economic sense for Australia to concentrate on
 exporting meat to non-Halal export markets. In addition to this argument, the Muslims’ Holy Book, The
 Koran, (Surah 2:172 and 173 among others, Google it) says to all Muslims “Believers, eat of the wholesome
 things which We have provided you and give thanks to Allah, if it is Him you worship.” Carrion, blood and
 the flesh of swine are forbidden, but if a Moslem is driven by necessity and with good intentions eats
 forbidden foods, they” shall incur no guilt. God is forgiving and compassionate.” In other words Allah does
 not support “Halal Certification”.
g.     the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including, but not limited

 to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any related matters.
So that Governments and Citizens can access information about certification and everything associated with
 the whole scheme, it is essential to have all Halal Certification done under an Australian Government
 Scheme, with one overarching Australian Government Logo affixed to any meat product that Halal
 Certification was deemed necessary for.
 
While there is much more that can be said about the whole Halal ‘scheme’ or ‘rort’ issue, please contact me



 if you have any more questions.
 
 
 
 
 
Kind regards
David Caddie
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SUBMISSION TO THE INQUIRY INTO FOOD CERTIFICATION SCHEMES 
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
 
I am extremely concerned about the Halal certification schemes which seem to 
impose an unnecessary impost on all food consumers regardless of their religion. 
While the burden of paying what appears to be a religious tax would be small on 
each item, it is in my opinion unreasonable to expect the wider community to 
pay anything for the certification of food that is perfectly acceptable in its normal 
form. Indeed foods we have been eating all our lives without the certification and 
as such cheaper in price.  
 
Indeed it is also perfectly acceptable for Muslims as well who are allowed to 
consume these products in their original uncertified form. The cost to people 
while small on each item (presuming here that the producers pass on this impost 
to the consumer) works cumulatively and adds an unnecessary and unfair price 
rise. This halal certification should be opposed by the Government. 
 
 
The intrusion of religion into the commercial food production process (Halal in 
particular) is unacceptable to me as a Christian and I imagine it rankles 
Buddhists, Hindus etc.. Kosher food is different as it does not impact on the wide 
commercial production of foodstuffs. Halal certification appears on so many 
supermarket items and most meat slaughtered in Australia is now halal. The 
government should legislate abattoirs and food producers to either abandon the 
costly halal certification or provide non halal alternatives at a cheaper price. 
 
I an also concerned that companies appear to sign non-disclosure contracts 
whereby the cost of certification is confidential. This is unacceptable and seems 
to have nothing to do with normal commercial confidentialities but everything to 
do with keeping the consumer in the dark as to the extra cost burden being 
applied to a product.  
 
Labeling is a big concern as consumers should have the right to know which 
products are carrying the religious tax in order to decide whether or not to buy 
that product and pay the impost. There is a belief in the community that many 
companies now pay the Halal tax but have been reluctant to put the label on their 
products or indeed have even removed the label in the face of consumer 
protests. This is completely unacceptable. If a product is Halal certified (and 
carrying the extra cost burden) it must be labeled. 
 
What really is Halal as far as the wider community is concerned? A complete 
irrelevancy yet it is being promoted to us as a benefit. It is not a benefit at all. 
 
Fees and normal commercial practice should be open to public scrutiny. How are 
companies persuaded into paying undisclosed fees for offering a Halal certified 
product when 98.5% of Australians are not Islamic? How much is collected and 
how is it distributed are questions I imagine many Australians would be keen to 
have answered. 



 
Food marked for the Islamic international market should be monitored to see if it 
requires Halal certification at all. Australia was exporting to Indonesia and the 
Middle East long before these new certification schemes appeared. I question 
whether or not it is actually necessary. 
 
Alan Biggs 
Concerned Citizen 
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Senate Standing Committee on Economics                                                                                       
Parliament House                                                                                                                                 
Canberra ACT 2600 

11/06/15 

Please find following notes re: Halal Certification Schemes for your consideration. 

After reading the Koran I am unable to find any instructions to support Halal Certification 
Schemes. Rather, for a Muslim, it would appear mentioning the name Allah over food makes it 
lawful. “They will ask, Mohammed, what is lawful for them to eat. Say: all good things are lawful 
to eat. Teach your trained hunting animals – your birds and beasts of prey – as Allah has taught 
you. Eat what they catch for you, and make mention of the name Allah over it. Fear Allah, for he is 
swift to reckon” (Chap 5:4). “Say: In what has been revealed to me I do not find any forbidden 
food except that which died itself; or blood that poured forth; or swine flesh for that is 
abomination, being slain in the name of other than Allah. But whoever is forced to eat by necessity, 
not desiring or exceeding the limit, the Lord is forgiving and merciful” (Chap 12:45).                      
It would appear all food is OK to eat for a Muslim, even forbidden food in certain circumstances. 
Why then the need for special Halal Certification Schemes? 

Terms of Reference: A,B,C,D,E                                                                                                             
Is this Halal Certification Scheme then, no more than a financial tax on Australian food for the 
benefit of a select religious few? If a certificate is required to indicate processed food contains no 
“ingredients” that offend a particular religion, why can’t the food be labelled with the complete list 
of ingredients included in manufacturing – therefore not requiring special certification and extra 
costs to those who don’t require special certification. Alternately, if certification is unavoidable, it 
would only seem fair those requiring the special certification (Islamic Religion) be responsible for 
the extra fees incurred.  

It would seem appropriate that the product thus certified as “Halal” display information/symbols to 
inform the consumer - the consumer can then make an informed decision on purchasing. Extra 
costs involved for labelling to be accepted by the Islamic community. 

With regards to the certification process, would not a single qualified governing body be preferable 
for the certifying of various food products? As I understand, there are a number of various 
individuals and groups presently involved – which gives the impression of inconsistency. Can these 
various individuals and groups be investigated for authenticity and compliance to ensure correct 
procedures for Halal Certification?  

It has been reported “the global market for halal-certified products and services is estimated to be 
worth more than USD2.3trillion, expanding by 20% per year” – you could expect the Australian 
market to be in the millions - it appears a very lucrative market. Where is all this money going? I 
believe there needs to be an investigation into the amounts raised and where all these proceeds 



from Halal Certification are being spent. The fees already paid by ninety eight percent of 
Australians who do not require the specialist certification to be refunded accordingly (I understand 
the Islamic religion makes up approx. 2% of the Australian population). 

It appears to me the Halal Certification Scheme is questionable and requires investigation.         
Only the certifiers of this dubious scheme gain financially from the average hard working 
Australian. Australian food is of world standard. If Muslims want their food Halal Certified, let 
them be responsible for all costs involved.  

 

Yours faithfully 

Mark Breed 

 

References: 

1) A Simple Koran by Bill Warner 
2) Q Society of  Australia 

 

 

 



ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 255

Submission Details: Mr Roger Harrison





Senate Standing Committee on Economics 
PO Box 6100 
Parliament House 
Canberra, ACT, 2600 

Dear Senators, 
I submit the following for your proper consideration during the 
forthcoming Senate relative to the listed TOR for the Food Certification 
Enquiry: Items a. through to h.  

Introduction 
The Constitution makes it incumbent on the Federal Government to 
prevent religion being imposed on Australian citizens. The protection of 
the Federal parliament is necessary to ensure that no form of cult or 
religion is imposed, through any means, on the citizens of Australia.  
Currently Islam is being imposed both overtly and covertly, through 
various means on your constituents via Halal Certification, which is inter 
alia a Jizra or Islamic submission tax. The tax is, in Islamic culture a 
form of Sharia. Thus, the Australian Government is now under Sharia 
whether they wish to acknowledge that or not! 

Why do Manufacturers & Suppliers Pay for Halal Certification? 
Manufacturers and retailers are being coerced into joining the Halal Food 
Certification scheme by Imams and others telling them their goods would 
not be bought locally or internationally without the Halal symbol being 
present on the goods’ labeling. The government of Australia is complicit in 
this coercion by also encouraging suppliers to do what is considered 
necessary to sell their produce in foreign markets. The government is 
naïve to think this is purely a commercial tax when it is in reality a 
religious tax being imposed by International Islam on all non-Muslims to 
bring them into submission to Allah via acceptance of Sharia. This is not a 
load of religious clap-trap but a well-known fact.  
I personally know a multi-million dollar manufacturer who sells via Coles, 
Woolworths and others and, who exports to many countries – some Islamic 
some not. They have told me that no one checks their processes to 
validate their farm produce & factory is Halal yet they are invoiced 
annually for the ‘privilege’ of being able to say (if asked) their products/  
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/comply with Sharia. Their products are not Halal labeled! The owners of 
this company are close relatives and they do not agree with challenging 
Islam as they believe it may cause them to lose some of their markets. 
They would not support my submission. 

Why Halal Certification ‘stinketh’ in some circles? 
Genuine believers in Sikhism, Hinduism, Christianity, Atheism, Judaism et 
al are forbidden by their scriptures and beliefs to consume any products 
that contain halal “certified” ingredients or components. Halal being any 
food offered to a god other than their own. You will no doubt have been 
appraised of what is involved in formal certification so I shall not 
elaborate upon this. 

What happens to the money generated by Halal Certification? 
There are hundreds, perhaps thousands, of Muslim Halal certifiers; some 
legal some not, some qualified, some not. There are many ways to pay for 
certifications other than cash or funds transfers. Google data informs us 
that world-wide the Halal Certification Scheme raises in excess of a 
Trillion Australian dollars annually. (The scheme now in place was ‘hatched’ 
in Saudi Arabia not long ago to raise funds for Islam to proselytize itself 
and to bring the world under Sharia. I have no direct evidence of this 
information, as, I expect, any such gathering would not want to advertise 
their intentions).  
With the enormous variety of so-called halal “certifiers” currently in the 
market it is not difficult for those with a mind to hide such funds, to 
easily disperse it anywhere in the world; indirectly or through trusts, 
family members, groups, individuals, companies, “religious” enterprises, 
donations, charities et al.  
Payment may also be diverted through the “certified” organization 
overseas, as a part of the contract arrangement with final payments, or in 
a discount applied at the point of sale. 

Current Australian/New Zealand Standards & Work Practices 
We have developed, over the years, excellent and comprehensive 
Australian/New Zealand standards covering the humane killing and 
slaughter of animals intended for human consumption. Similar standards/ 
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/are in place for health and hygiene, and for food handling in factories 
and food processing plants. All worked very well before World Islam 
decided they has sufficient numbers to push for change and to impose 
their will and Sharia upon the world as in times past when much of the 
world was under the House of Islam: Dar al Salaam. Now we are almost at 
a point of no-return with this modern-day scheme. 

Halal “certification” is being used to circumvent our laws and introduce 
Islamic law into the industrial arena. For example, at a majority of 
abattoirs, only Muslims with accreditation from their mosque can be 
employed as slaughterers. (Pork, of course, is not slaughtered according 
to Sharia.) This is illegal under current Australian law and should be 
immediately investigated and remedied. As Halal certification extend 
further into other industries, employment discrimination will be, of 
necessity to Islam, extended to the exclusion of all but Muslim employees. 
How to our unions feel about this? 

Who pays for Kosher Food and Special Food for other Religions? 
Jews, and other “religions”, have, for many years lived in this country 
without imposing kosher or similar certification standards on the rest of 
society. They have by and large born the additional Rabbinic costs of any 
special requirements without burdening the general population. A religious 
Jew will gladly pay extra for Kosher food, as do those of other faiths 
whose needs are not aligned with those of the general public  

Sincerely, 

(Roger Harrison) 
SQNLDR (rtd) RAAF 
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From: Hos Jacob 
Sent: Friday, 12 June 2015 2:22 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: halal certifying tax

Hos Jacob

To the committee looking under Kosher and halal certifying tax

I would like to expresses my feeling and my believe about the halal certifying tax

1) Should be clear label in pack this product is halal. To give us the choice to buy
 it or not.
2) The Moslems in Australia only 2% and almost every thing you buy it been
 collected the halal certifying tax 
3) All breads sold in Australia payed halal certifying tax even KFC MacDonald
 Hungry Jack Woolworth Cools I started baking my own bread.
4) Honey and other products it consider halal but they con the producer and got
 money from them.
5) Mohamed use the ward taqiyya (meaning  deceiving, lying, dishonesty) and
 that what the Islamic leader use to telling you they give it to charity and
 building Musk  that is all taqiyya  the actual troth it helping terrets
 ozonization like ISIS ( nobody know if they telling the truth or lying as the
 taqiyya playing a big parts in there live. You an I we do not like to support
 the terrest organisation!   
6) The halal it is malty millions dollars business it should pay tax to
 Australian government  like any other business  and no Tax free because
 coming under Islamic.

Best regards

Hos Jacob

--
Silence in the face of evil is itself evil: G-d will not hold us
 guiltless. Not to speak is to speak. Not to act is to act.”
― Dietrich Bonhoeffer

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
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From: Fiona Cahill 
Sent: Friday, 12 June 2015 3:43 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Submission to the Senate Enquiry- Third Party Certification of food

To whom it may concern,

I would like to add my input to the current Senate Enquiry into Third Party certification of
 food. I have addressed the Terms of Reference below:

a. the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but
not limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified
food and general food safety certification schemes;

There are three schemes I would like to see addressed:

Genetically Modified Foods- I would like the enquiry to investigate the extent of
genetically modified food being produced and sold in Australia. I am aware that the
Office of the Gene Technology Regulator oversees the development and environmental
release of GM organisms in Australia. I would like there to be a review of the criteria
used to assess the safety of these organisms and have these criteria available for public
input.

I would also like to enquiry to look into the import of GM foods into Australia to ensure
there are controls in place so that no GM foods can enter Australia without the correct
checks.

Organic Foods- I would like the enquiry to assess the authenticity of the “Certified
Organic” label on foods. There are currently seven different certifying bodies in
Australia, all operating to different variations of the standard. I would like the enquiry to
investigate if there needs to be more regulation in this industry before the food can be
certified as such.

Free Range Eggs and Poultry- I would like the enquiry to investigate why there are so
many producers labelling food as “Free Range” when they are not operating within the
standards set out for this title. I would like the enquiry to determine if there needs to be
more regulation in this industry before foods can be sold under this title.

b. current labelling requirements of food certification schemes;

I would like the enquiry to address the issue of GM food being correctly labelled.
According to Food Standards A/NZ, goods, foods where the GM ingredients are “highly
refined”, food made at bakeries, restaurants and takeaways, and foods that are
produced from animals who have been fed GM feed do not need to be labelled as

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au
mailto:Natasha.Rusjakovski@aph.gov.au


 containing GMOs. I would like the enquiry to review this practice and ensure controls
 are in place to prevent large amounts of GM foods being sold to consumers without
 their knowledge.

c. the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees;

I don’t see the need to investigate this. If a company pays for the certification it should
be up to their discretion as to how and when they use it.

d. whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make
informed purchasing decisions;

As above, I don’t feel that the three schemes listed above provide enough information
for Australian consumers to make informed purchasing decisions. The lack of standard
requirements to certify foods as being Certified Organic or Free Range makes it difficult
to decide which product to purchase.

e. details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and
the potential for these to impact on prices for consumers;

I don’t think that this is of value to be investigated. Food producers set their prices based
on overheads, wages paid etc, and make business decisions around certification
schemes to increase their profits. As Australia is a capitalist society I don’t think there
needs to be added regulation to this process.

f. the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and
returns to producers;

Once again, I don’t see the value in investigating this. I trust that Australian Producers
can do their own research into what certifications are required to gain greater exposure
to export markets.

g. The extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers
including, but not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any
related matters.

I don’t understand what the enquiry would be investigating in this instance. If a member
of the public would like to find out how much certification costs and what it entails, I am
sure that they can contact a certifying body to obtain that information, or do some basic
online research.

I am sure that all Certifying bodies in Australia are operating under the exact same rules
as all other businesses in regard to reporting of their profits etc. I don’t think the
financial records of Certifying bodies are a matter of public interest, or of benefit to be
investigated by this enquiry, unless required by the ATO or any other government body
to whom they would normally report.

Best regards,

Fiona Cahill
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From:   
Sent: Friday, 12 June 2015 4:23 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Fwd: A Denial of Constitutional Rights

Dear Sir,
I fail to see why vegemite and a raft of other products need to be halal certified.One hears
 that the companies have to pay exorbitant fees for this privilege but as I don’t like to pass
 on unsubstantiated facts I thought that this e-mail which I received would more than
 adequately sum up my thoughts on this matter.
Yours faithfully,
Gordon Egan.

Gordon Egan,

 If we are against halal certification, we need to be
 contacting our representatives to express our
 displeasure or God help us, our children,
 grandchildren and great grandchildren in 30-40 years
 time!!! 

-------- Original Message -------- 
Subject: A Denial of Constitutional Rights



Subject:  A Denial of Constitutional Rights

This letter is addressed to a selection of members of
 Parliament whose responsibility and duty it is to the protect
 the entire population of Australia.
It seems that our government has made a political decision
 not to adopt a stance against halal certification and
 naturally, that is your right.
Unfortunately for most, your opinions seem to contradict the
 thinking of a rapidly growing percentage of Australians.
In our various Facebook based groups of 200,000+
 members we are of one voice, demanding proper

 labelling and - 

a). We are not in favour of our government spending

 $500,000 of our money to support an Islamic Museum,

 remembering of course that the vast majority of the

 remaining costs (whatever that may be) will also be

 paid for by non-Muslim Australians when they

 unknowingly buy halal certified products from meat to

 sanitary pads and dog food.Never in our Nation's

 history, have the taxpayers been forced to fund any

 similar facility to any other religious group, and

 considering the contributions that Hindus, Buddhists,

 Orthodox Christians, and others have made to the

 Australian way of life and culture, we believe this

 decision to be discriminatory and offensive in the

 extreme. 

b). We are not in favour of the government spending

 $10+- million of our money via Centrelink on a Muslim-

only old peoples home, simply because Muslims refuse

 to share such accommodation with non-Muslims, and



 particularly because the remaining cost (whatever that

 might be) is also funded by Non-Muslims in the same

 manner as above.

We despairingly await our government's

 announcement that similar allocations of our taxes are

 to be given to every other religious denomination

 within our population, or at least, to those religions

 that represent more than 2.2% of our population. 
 
c). We agree with the Prime Minister's recent comment
 while in Tasmania that Australia's export market is worth
 developing.
We acknowledge however that according to government
 statistics, less than 8% of Australia's exports are to

 Muslim dominant countries, and therefore believe that

 a more pragmatic approach would be to insist

 adequate and explanatory labelling, allowing the

 democratic process of choice to be available to people

 of ALL denominations both within Australia and

 overseas.

Given that a reported 90+-% of Australian chicken meat

 and approximately 60+-% of red meat is NOT exported

 and consumed by the 97.8% non-Muslim Australians,

 we are concerned that the halal and kosher

 certification rorts do not truly represent a

 commercially significant proportion of Australian and

 world-wide consumers, and therefore, does not

 warrant the explicit backing of our government. 

If you think halal certification is not a rort or intrusive,

 how do you explain the certification of Christian Easter

 eggs and hot cross buns?
 
d). There is no doubt whatsoever, that the ritual

 slaughtering as practiced in most Australian abattoirs

 for both Halal and Kosher certifications, where un-

stunned or temporary stunning occurs, is barbaric,

 cruel and violent to the extreme with no regard

 whatsoever to the health and well-being of animals.

We believe that this method of slaughter is in

 contravention of the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals



 Act 1979.

We note that the RSPCA has unsuccessfully, drawn the

 government's attention to this cruelty. 
 
e). We are incensed with the knowledge that meat

 rejected by the Muslim slaughter-men as "unfit for

 Muslim consumption" and therefore haram, is sold to

 wholesalers and retailers as "non-halal" despite

 having been ritually slaughtered with those inhumane

 techniques.
Therefore, if we purchase non-halal meats, there remains
 the strong chance that the meat has still been devoted to a
 "God" which we do not worship, and may in any case, be
 unfit also for non-Muslim consumption.
You will be aware that such meat is wholesaled and retailed
 anyway, even if a cancer or other health issue is
 discovered, and we (the non-Muslims) are buying this meat
 unaware that it is been rejected for health or other reasons.
 
f). We are disgusted by the fact that a few years ago,

 exports of live animals to Indonesia were ceased on

 the grounds of extreme animal abuse while such

 abuse continues here in Australia, seemingly with the

 approval of our past and present governments. 
 
g). We are thrilled that Senator Cory Bernadi, Mr.

 George Christensen (MP for Dawson) and several

 other MPs around Australia have agreed to present to

 parliament a request for a Parliamentary

 investigation into the halal rort. 
 
h). We are extremely agitated that the plethora of

 evidence suggesting that a part (up to 1/8th) of

 Australia's halal fees is destined to add financial

 support to jihadist activities and/or terrorist

 organisations both in Australia and overseas. To those

 who may argue that this information is false, one

 needs to educate oneself on the the sources and

 purposes of zakat. 
 
i). The member for McPherson suggested that a "self-



regulatory approach to consumer values" was more
 pragmatic than a regulatory approach. 
We would agree with this statement if not for the clear and
 obvious fact that retail outlets are being threatened and/or
 coerced by the halal certification companies if they do not
 also obtain certification.
If you require examples and proof of these stand-over
 tactics and the inability of individual retailers to self-
regulate, such information is regularly quoted on the
 internet and can be provided. 
 
j). We acknowledge the rights of businesses to make a
 commercial decision to purchase halal certifications. Your

 government however, denies US the right to make a

 commercial decision not to purchase non-halal

 toothpaste, sanitary pads, chicken meat, milk and

 other such products. 
 
k). Our Freedom of Conscience under International

 Human Rights legislation is violated by our being

 forced or unwittingly participating in the religious rites

 of one or two religions to which we do not belong.

To the contrary, the Islamic community has been

 provided with that Freedom which is discriminatory

 against the Jews, Sikhs, Christians and those of other

 or no faiths which represents 97.8% of our population. 
 
l). The refusal by many manufacturers to properly label and
 the lack of compulsory labeling is contrary to the
 Competition and Consumer Act 2010 which contains
 prohibitions against deceiving and misleading
 advertising/packaging.
 
m). Our Prime Minister gave a condescending response

 to our group explaining that Australia was a "secular

 country". It seems that giving religious preferences to

 only 2.2% of our population does not counter the

 definition of secularism.

97.8%+- of our population do not worship Allah.

It is against my religious beliefs to buy products

 dedicated to a God that I do not worship, and yet, our



 government makes no attempt to protect our religious

 rights by demanding labeling which would allow us to

 choose.
 
May I conclude?

1). We are neither racists nor bigots. Islam is not a

 race, and a "bigot" is a person who entertains no other

 religion than their own.

Those who use those terms are simply uneducated in the
 English language.
The vast majority of Australians are completely accepting of
 all peoples of all religious persuasions, particularly to the
 vast proportion who are seriously attempting to assimilate
 into the Australian society and culture.We simply demand

 the right to choose products based on our personal

 preferences, a right which has existed for over 200

 years and only removed when our governments

 approved the halal certification rort which provides

 unconstitutional preferences to one religious group

 over all others. 
 
2). We believe that the preferential treatment provided

 to less than 2.2% of Australia's population

 is discriminatory, is unconstitutional, that the

 certification fees are treasonous, and that the inherent

 animal abuses are totally unacceptable in the modern

 Australian society. 
 
Perhaps if enough people read this our voice will be

 heard.

Thank you for your time
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Sent: Friday, 12 June 2015 6:56 PM 
To: Economics, Committee (SEN) 
Subject: Third Party Certification of Food 
 
Dear Senators, 
 
This is in regard to the halal certification of goods and services in this country. In doing so, I 
request that, among all things, you 
consider the following: 
 
1. The Constitution makes it incumbent on the Federal Government to prevent religion 
being imposed on ANY Australian citizen. The protection of the Federal parliament is 
necessary to ensure that no form of cult or religion is imposed, through ANY means, on 
the citizens of this nation. Currently, the Islamic doctrine is being imposed both overtly 
and covertly, through various means on your constituents with the halal tax in the guise of 
a “certification” being one of the latest techniques being adopted. 
 
2. Retailers are being coerced into joining the extorted halal tax rort 
 
3. The halal “certifiers” are cornering the market on products and services, gradually.  
 
4. Genuine believers in Sikhism, Hinduism, Christianity, Atheism etc. are unable to 
consume ANY product or service with the confidence that it is NOT halal “certified” 
because, even if an identifying label is placed on the good or service, there is no guarantee 
that it does not contain halal “certified” ingredients or components. 
 
5. With the enormous variety of so-called halal “certifiers” currently in the market it is 
easy for the income to be hidden and the dispersal of the gained revenue distributed, 
anywhere in the world, in a clandestine manner, directly or through trusts, family 
members, groups, individuals, companies, “religious” enterprises, donations, charities, etc. 
etc. Payment may also be diverted through the “certified” organization, overseas, as a part 
of the contract arrangement with final payments or in the cost discount applied at the point 
of sale. 
 
 
Peter Beissmann 
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From: 
Sent: Sunday, 14 June 2015 5:38 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third party certification of food.

Inquiry into third party Halal certification.
To Whom It May Concern.
I would like to withhold my name from this submission.
I am resubmitting this, as I didn't put my address on my previous submission, so it would not count.
The reason I'm writing this submission is because of my concerns about Halal certification, which is taking over
 almost every product on the supermarket shelves.
I do not wish to support an Islamic religion who's trying to impose their Sharia Law onto us all.
I object to the Sharia & Kosher way of slaughter deeming it both cruel & unnecessary . It should be stopped.
 Also the loss of jobs in the slaughterhouses of Australian workers, as only Muslim slaughter men are allowed
 to carry out this cruel act. Also Muslims have to drive the transports, be the certifiers, etc, so that's more of our
 jobs lost.
I will not buy Halal certified products & because of my belief, I am finding it increasingly difficult to find
 products that are not Halal certified. I now have to spend endless hours wandering around supermarkets
 checking products, looking up websites for information, emailing & writing letters to companies to find out if
 they are certified, because now some companies are removing the Halal logo off their products or hiding it.
 Companies should be made to clearly display whether their products are Halal certified or not, so we can make
 an informed decision on the products we want to buy. Supermarkets are now going to the extent of taking non
 Halal items off their shelves in a further bid to force us to buy Halal certified products.
I'm in my later years & I find this very distressing & it's to the point now where it's affecting my sleep. I'm
 constantly researching products, etc, & now for the last few weeks I've been eating a Vegetarian diet because
 I'm unable to buy products that I normally buy.
Surely this can't be allowed to continue.
Certification of foods brings trillions of dollars to the Muslim religion, to supposedly build more mosques, more
 Islamic schools & who really knows for sure where all that money is going.
This is Australia, we don't want more mosques, more Islamic schools.
I'm getting off the subject of Halal certification here, but the two subjects are linked. 40 years ago I lived in
 Cabramatta. There were two only shops in the whole street that had Vietnamese writing on their shop fronts.
 Now I would feel uneasy & unsafe walking or living in this area.
Different cultures are taking over complete suburbs in our country. Chinese are buying huge amounts of
 housing, farmlands, etc. Indians are taking over more & more service stations, roadhouses, cafés, etc.
My point is, if all this has happened in the last 40 years & Muslim religion is only two percent of our population
 & are dominating us now to the point of having a stronghold over everything we eat, god help our
 grandchildren in 40 years time when their numbers increase.
Australia the free country. Fast becoming not so free, I'm afraid to say.
We as consumers are now being blackmailed into not having a choice in the most important area. Food. This
 country is catering to every religion & belief, but our own.
Every get together, BBQ, etc, we have , the subject always turns to certification, Islamic religion, terrorism, of
 losing our country & our way of life. Many of my friends agree that the Halal certification is a complete racket
 & don't wish to buy those products, but just don't have the time to constantly sift through every product to see if
 it's certified. My own sister will not comment on social media regarding this subject for fear of being targeted
 in someway.
Yes this is a free country.
I would like to see companies be made to put logos on all their products to give consumers an informed choice
 whether to buy those products.
I would like to see, NO - I demand the government, that I helped elect, put a stop to the paying of a religious tax
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 to certify the products that we consume.
What did the Muslim & Jewish communities eat before certification was allowed to take over our country. I'm
 sure they ate McDonalds, KFC, drank water, etc, without knowing if it was certified Halal.
This subject is causing more racial tension & trouble for us all & for our future generations. Being an ordinary
 citizen I can see this, why can't companies & our government see this.
It all goes back to the old saying. Money talks.
This is all a money making racket, as anyone can see, as certification is even on water, pet food, honey, milk.
 Items that are already classed as Halal & allowed to eat without such certification.
If the Muslim & Jewish religions want products certified, then they should have to pay for it. Most people
 wouldn't object to products being marked as being Halal, but do object to having to pay a tax on these items.
We do object to being held to ransom over the choice of food items we can now buy.
We do object to the cruel way animals are being slaughtered to appease a god & religion not our own.
Please I urge you to consider this matter & do what the majority of the population would like to see. Stop this
 Halal certification Rort, before it's to late. If it's not already.
One more item I'd like to mention. These submissions would not be a true figure of the amount of people who
 would object to Halal certification. There are so many people that don't know a thing about what's happening
 with Halal certification, they just think it's a logo on the products, but are shocked when they know companies
 have to pay a tax for this privelige & the amount of money that is amassed by the Islamic religion by doing
 this. Unless you already know about it or stumble across it on the websites or are told about it, people are none
 the wiser. It hasn't been in the papers or on the television. It hasn't been put out there for people to know about
 Halal certification is & what it all means, or that theres even an inquiry into this matter. Also theres a huge
 amount of people commenting on social media that they have tried to put in a submission, but the page can't be
 found or they have tried to send it through, but it won't send or they have submitted one, but it hasn't shown up
 on the submission site.
Not a true figure at all.

 Thank You.

Sent from my iPad
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From: anna and paul  
Sent: Friday, 12 June 2015 7:21 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Cc: Broadbent,Russell (MP)
Subject: Against Halal certifying tax

Dear Australian Federal Senate,

My wife Anna and I do not support in any shape or form Halal certifying taxes imposed on
 Australian consumers.

We are proud Australian citizens who would like our interests put first by our elected members
 before that of foreign powers or one particular religion. The 2016 Federal election is fast
 approaching and we request more decisive leadership on this matter.

Regards, Anna and Paul O’Hare
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From: Rosalind Jones  
Sent: Saturday, 13 June 2015 7:12 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal certification

To whom it may concern
I wish to express my concern about Halal certification as I believe that the certification has gone to far and is
 now a money making venture.Foods,water ,toiletries ,cosmetics and vitamins that have no need to be certified
 are certified with companies paying for symbol .  I am writing to the committee in  the hope that the members
 investigate the certification of the the ever increasing goods that are constantly being added to the list .I have
 no religious affiliation and believe I should not have to pay for someone else's beliefs . I have made a decision
 to not purchase any Halal certified goods but am finding it more and more difficult to know what is and is not
 okay to purchase .
I also believe this is against our constitution where religion should not be part of governing or laws .
Yours Sincerely
Ros Jones
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From: Ted Gaida  
Sent: Saturday, 13 June 2015 12:10 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: halal

If we want something adapted or made to our specifications we have to pay for it. How is
 it that muslims can demand, and get paid for allowing others to claim something is to
 theirs ?
I object to paying an unwanted, unwarranted tax to a religion which I have serious
 reservations about.  Namely the halal certification fees paid by companies and inevitably
 passed on to consumers. I also object to being effectively forced to accept food dedicated
 to a violent and intolerant “god”.

These fees are a creation without any grounding in text, history or tradition. They were
 invented in the 1980’s as a method of extracting money from infidels. Monies which have
 been linked to islamic expansion.. read terrorism. Monies which are now estimated to total
 several trillion dollars every year worldwide.
Having read the koran, which ticks every box for hate speech and inciting violence, along
 with a couple of books by the former Professor of Islamic history at Al-Azhar University,
 Cairo, I have above average knowledge of what islam stands for and how it proposes to
 enact those aims.

My worry is that most non muslims know little about islam's political doctrines. They
 know nothing of it's tactics of "taqiyya" (deceiving the infidel or non-believer) and are
 refusing to accept the reality of what is driving terrorism.

Having been to Europe and seen what bowing to muslim bullying has resulted in, it seems
 inevitable we will shortly have the same problems. Unless we put political correctness
 into the bin where it belongs and cease appeasement we will also have muslim controlled
 no go zones. Even “tolerant” Sweden has areas where we would be openly robbed, where
 emergency services and police are attacked if they dare enter.

A start to limit this so called religion, in reality an aggressive and controlling ideology,
 would be to ban these fees.

Bluntly, halal fees are actually funding the undermining of everything that democracy and
 being Australian stands for.

Yours sincerely

Ted Gaida
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From: Edmund gaida 
Sent: Tuesday, 21 July 2015 8:02 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: halal

I resent having to eat food dedicated to an "allah".
I resent the intrusion of it to the point where it is near impossible to
determine whether or not it has been dedicated.
I resent having to have the cost of this included in the cost of the
food, or whatever else they decide should be hallal.
I resent that some of this inevitable finds its way into funding the
undermining of our way of life.

The best mistakes to learn from are those made by others.
By now it’s obvious; despite claims to the contrary; that
multiculturalism is a failure in Europe and England. That it, along with
political correctness causes division and destroys a country’s
cohesiveness and character. We should be taking note of what is
happening, both overseas and here.

The Cronulla riots were a reaction to the unrepentant excesses of a
particular group of immigrants. A wake up call that is being ignored.
Bluntly, they were self inflicted and a precursor of where current
ideology will lead.
What many find galling is denial of ethnic gangs existing, along with
disparity in charges and sentencing.

On a related matter, I have read the koran along with some of the
hundreds of  thousand of hadiths. This has convinced me that islam is to
be feared and despised.

One component of that jihad consists of nonviolent initiatives which can
be classified as stealth (or "soft”) jihad, whose goal is the imposition
of Islamic law, Sharia, over every region of the earth by
non-confrontational means. Under the banners of "tolerance" and "civil
rights," stealth jihadists introduce, in piecemeal fashion, elements of
Sharia into Western societies and then demand that non-Muslims make
allowance for those elements. Moreover, stealth jihadists smear those
who dare to discuss the negative aspects of Sharia (and Islam) as
"racists" and "Islamophobes."

Whilst politicians are known to be hard pressed for time, may I
recommend the books by a writer now calling himself Mark Gabriel. A
former Professor of Islamic history and lecturer at Cairo’s top Islamic
university.  He is now exiled, under death sentence for what was
exposed. It will shatter any illusion of islam as a “Religion of Peace”
or that Muhammad was God’s messenger.

Do not underestimate the anger that is developing against the way the
country is being driven and at the ideological fantasies of some
politicians.
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Since politicians are supposedly here to implement the will of the
people, it is my wish that the wishes of the general population be noted
and acted upon.

Ted Gaida
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Dear Secretariat, 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit my concerns on third party certification of food in Australia. 

Introduction 

This submission is constrained to halal certification in Australia.  The following headings reflect the 
terms of reference of the Economics References Committee. 

The extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia 

Halal certification is effectively an involuntary Islamic tax that we all now pay at the supermarket 
checkout, cafes, bakeries, fast food outlets, restaurants, and beyond.  What was once limited to 
meat slaughter has now crept into many food products and may even be described as ‘Sharia creep’.  
Since about 2% of the Australian population is Muslim, it seems to me unfair that the remaining 98% 
should pay for something they neither want nor need. 

The Halal certifiers have identified a gap in the market where ‘infidel idiots’ are primed for 
exploitation.  It is also alleged that the Government is foregoing company tax deductions as the 
certifiers claim their turnover as religious related income, and hence a ‘charity’. 

The controversial certification fee has become a local and global industry upsetting both non-Muslim 
consumers and devoutly religious Muslims, who are dismayed and angered that unscrupulous 
persons are profiting from misrepresenting Islamic teachings. 

Certifiers can set up a private business, approach producers and food outlets, tell them an appealing 
but misleading story about Islamic law, sell them a stamped certificate and get them to sign a 
confidentiality agreement. 

There is no single halal certifying body in Australia, but a growing list of certifiers all with varying 
motives, from expanding Islam to expanding private bank accounts. The end consumer (and the 
beleaguered taxpayer) bankrolls it all and consumer law has probably been breached (misleading 
and deceptive conduct). 

Current labelling requirements of food certification schemes 

Halal certification is no longer about what’s permissible for Muslims, but is now about branding and 
stamping by Islamic certifiers for the benefit of the certifiers.  Everybody pays a cost on food at 
checkouts, restaurants and takeaways, both Muslims and non-Muslims. Governments have looked 
the other way while allowing consumers’ rights to be abused. 

Food hygiene is already regulated and monitored by food and health authorities; therefore halal 
standard controls should be under the umbrella of our health and food department inspectors (who 
could permissibly be halal compliance experts under Islamic law) with one official certifying stamp. 

In recent years, as the certifiers have been allowed to operate in  the Australian markets 
unregulated, halal certification has grown from ‘user pays’ to ‘everyone pays’. 

My objection is not with halal food per se, but with paying an added Islamic tax on foods, goods and 
services to private or religious entities with the funds funnelled to either the pockets of private 



scamsters and/or to funding the promotion and growth of Islam in Australia, or for other more 
sinister causes (depending on the certifier). 

The need for labelling on products 

Australians should be free to choose products based on their personal preferences.  Currently, it is 
not always possible to choose a non-halal product as many producers seem reluctant to advertise 
their products’ certification status. 

It is possible to obtain lists of halal products through the ‘Halal Choices’ website.  However, why 
should a consumer have to consult a guidebook in a supermarket to determine the certification of a 
product? 

The obvious conclusion is that freedom of choice should be mandated by clear halal labelling. 

Whether current schemes provide enough information 

Australian consumers deserve accurate information and a choice as to whether or not they want to 
fund Islamic religious practices.  

As discussed at the heading immediately above, the current schemes fall well short in promoting 
freedom of choice. 

Details regarding certification fees paid by food producers 

I have no need to know the cost of certification to the producer as that is a commercial-in-
confidence matter.  However, every business must recover its costs and I therefore assume that 
halal certification costs will eventually be borne by me. 

Similarly, the certifiers are ‘charities’ and therefore do not pay tax to the Federal Government.  This 
means that both the consumer and the Government are subsidizing organisations whose motives 
may well be inimical to Australia’s interests.  

The importance of food certification schemes in relation to export markets 

My understanding is that less than 5% of all Australian chicken is exported and yet more than 80% of 
it is halal certified. The majority of the export destinations are not even Islamic. So more than 80% of 
our chicken is subject to Islamic religious practices and fees, yet only 2% of the population could  
possibly require it. 

In the case of bread, sales from exports account for less than 1% of turnover. Yet most of the major 
supermarket bread brands in Australia pay halal certification fees. 

Australia produces significant quantities of milk with around 40% exported.  The major brands such 
as  Parmalat, Lion and Dairy Framers pay the Islamic religious fees and one might therefore believe 
that most of that 40% must end up in the Middle East or the predominantly Muslim Asian countries. 
However, as I understand it, the biggest market after Australia is China, Japan, and then Singapore. 
Way down the list is Malaysia and Indonesia.  



The biggest customers for frozen or chilled meat exports are the USA, Japan, and Korea who 
combined account for about 70% of the total. The Middle East and Asia make up less than 20%. 

The extent and adequacy of information available to the public 

I would suggest that there is currently little information available to the public that provides any 
transparency on the ultimate destination of certification revenue. 

With around 33 ‘charitable’ organisations involved in the scam, it would be difficult to audit the 
activities. 

The Government might therefore consider establishing a single, commercial organisation through a 
tender process to conduct all halal certification throughout Australia.  The advantages would be the 
ability to ensure that only those items deemed by the Koran to need halal are indeed certified and 
that the commercial organisation would operate under Australian law and be duly taxed. 

Halal and Harem 

Halal is an Arabic word meaning ‘permissible’ or ‘lawful’. The opposite of halal is haram, which 
means unlawful or prohibited. 

It is not required in any Islamic teachings, nor is it in Sharia law, that a fee be paid to ensure food is 
halal. In fact almost everything is already halal.  For example, the following products are already 
halal: 

• Milk (from cows, sheep, camels, and goats) 
• Honey 
• Fish 
• Plants which are not intoxicants 
• Fresh or naturally frozen vegetables 
• Fresh or dried fruits 
• Legumes and nuts like peanuts, cashew nuts, hazel nuts, walnuts, etc 
• Grains such as wheat, rice, rye, barley, oats, etc. 

 Haram foods are: 

• Meat and by-products from swine. 
• Animals improperly slaughtered, or those already dead. 
• Animals killed in the name of anyone other than Allah   
• Intoxicants (alcohol, drugs and mind altering substances) 
• Blood and blood by-products. 

Halal food was lawfully mandated for Muslims for good health between the 7th and 10th Century 
when Islam was founded. There were no refrigerators, preservatives or health department 
regulations or inspectors. Halal was a guide to food cleanliness.  

Although eating halal foods is the pursuit of Muslims, certification fees are not part of Islamic 
teachings. Many Muslims say their religion has been exploited to make profits for greedy individuals.  



The following excerpts from the Quran are instructive: 

• Quran 5:3 

Prohibited to you are dead animals, blood, the flesh of swine, and that which has been dedicated to 
other than Allah , and [those animals] killed by strangling or by a violent blow or by a head-long fall 
or by the goring of horns, and those from which a wild animal has eaten, except what you [are able 
to] slaughter [before its death], and those which are sacrificed on stone altars, and [prohibited is] 
that you seek decision through divining arrows. 

• Quran 5:5 

This day [all] good foods have been made lawful, and the food of those who were given the Scripture 
is lawful for you and your food is lawful for them. 

• Quran 5:90 

O you who have believed, indeed, intoxicants (alcohol), gambling, [sacrificing on] stone altars [to 
other than Allah], and divining arrows are but defilement from the work of Satan, so avoid it that 
you may be successful. 

• Quran 16:115 

He has only forbidden to you dead animals, blood, the flesh of swine, and that which has been 
dedicated to other than Allah. But whoever is forced [by necessity], neither desiring [it] nor 
transgressing [its limit] - then indeed, Allah is Forgiving and Merciful. 

Conclusions 

It is concluded that: 

• The current unregulated certifier market adds costs to consumers and forgoes revenue for the 
Government 

• One certifying organisation should be established to conduct activities throughout Australia 
• Only those items specified by the Koran should be subject to certification 
• All halal certified products should be clearly labelled as such to allow freedom of choice for non-

Muslim consumers. 
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From: Peter Cavanagh  
Sent: Sunday, 14 June 2015 4:42 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: submission re food labelling

B Vital information is omitted from labels
   Halal and kosher omit the fact that the type of slaughter they use toughens toughens the meat, you
 can
 Check with CSIRO who have done the research.
 Organic vegetables are a source of Listeria and E,coli.
 Free range eggs are a source of salmonella.
All these products should have warning labels attached after all when our diet contained these items
 only 5% of the population made it to pension age.

Peter Cavanagh 
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Submission to Senate Inquiry – Subject: Third Party Certification

There is a huge amount of discontent amongst many Australian consumers with 
regards to the lack of clarity in the labeling of food products and packaging sold 
in our retail outlets.

For example, Halal certification has caused a level of concern and frustration 
amongst consumers who are unable to make a choice not to buy Halal certified 
products, their reason being in many instances the Halal logo is not displayed  
clearly on some packaging of food products.

For example, Cadbury has now removed the Halal logo from all of it’s  packaging 
which in my opinion is against the packaging labeling laws of this country.  There 
is a lack of freedom of choice not to purchase Halal goods as now we see about 
82% of products bought in our retail outlets are for some reason Halal certified.

One has to ask the question as to the validity and credibility  of Halal certified 
goods, for example, why is it that Purina cat food, female hygiene products,  and 
bottled water has to comply to Halal certificaton. 

The definition of  Halal is an Arabic word meaning ‘permissible’ or lawful.  The 
opposite of Halal is ‘Haram’ which means unlawful of prohibited  My research 
indicates that it is not required in any Islamic teaching nor is it Sharia law that a 
fee must be paid to ensure that food is Halal, in fact, our food safety regulations 
and production laws ensure that most of our food products are already by the 
definition above Halal approved with very few exceptions.

We have here in Australia employed hundreds of meat inspectors and therefore 
in my opinion there is no reason to include a licensed Islamic certifier.  I have 
read that apparently amongst the Muslim trading community that is has been 
stated Halal certificaton is nothing but a fraudulent impost on all honest 
businesses.

One of my main concerns is that there appears to be no credible entity that is  the 
Halal certfication body that displays the amount of fees charged nor is there 
clarity in its audit or transparency as to where these fees end up and why do we 
need 33 separate Halal certification bodies competing for  and charging 
producers in Australia when, in fact, Indonesia has now one governmental body 
administering these fees and charges.  I beg to ask the question as to why this is 
not so in Australia.

In some cases it has been exposed the Halal certification fees have been 
laundered through sham Islamic charities to fund terrorist groups such as Hamas 
and ISIL.  In fact, the Canadian minister for Public Safety and Emergency and 
Preparedness, Steven Blaney, discovered that $14.5 million were transferred to 
organisations including Hamas, ZamZam Foundation, a Somali charity run by 
Saudis and a Saudi funded Muslim Brotherhood laundered through a global 
Islamic charity IRFAN (International Relief Fund for the Afflicted and Needy) in 
which in turn receives monies from Halal certification bodies in Canada via the 



Al-Imdaad Charity, there is every possibility the same is the practice here in 
Australia.

 
 

 

Due to the secrecy of some Halal certification bodies, in light of the evidence 
above, how many more certifiers are fraudulently acquiring monies through fees 
imposed on many consumers here in Australia.

Further to this argument what are the qualifications required for a Muslim to 
become an Halal certiflier ???  and what authority approves them to be certified?  
In my opinion by enforcing non Muslim people to pay a contribution/impost to 
the Islamic faith through Islamic Certification fees is a form of racism and that I 
have concerns for the future of this nation, its freedoms, its human rights do we 
continue to allow a 2% Islamic minority to impose upon us a brutal, and 
tyrannical Sharia law which is unwittingly supporting the demise of Western 
culture and civilisation.

We are living in a world that now sees the ever growing cloud of terrorism, 
radicalisation of Islam, a barbarity not seen since the invasion of Europe by a 
tyrannical dictator who murdered millions of Jews.  By allowing Halal 
certification and its obvious connections with Sharia law and radical Islam to 
grow here in Australia, then our future is of considerable concern and uncertain.

We whether we like it or not are at war with Islam, proven by over 4,0000 years 
of historical conflict with Judaism and Christianity and in this modern age ,still 
so.  It is how we now deal with this conflict that will prove if we did enough.  I 
call upon all senators to really consider the situation that are we doing enough to 
ensure the safety, the freedoms,  of Australian society in protecting them against 
the ever growing incursion of  Radical Islam.

Regards Brian Haselum 
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From: 
Sent: Friday, 3 July 2015 10:17 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Inquiry into third party certification of food.

I would like to withhold my name from this submission.

To the senate inquiry. Dear Sir/Madam,

I would like to quote section 116 of the constitution. The commonwealth shall not make any law for
 establishing any religion or for imposing & religious observance or for prohibiting the free exercise of any
 religion & no religious test shall be required as a qualification for any office or public trust. It is open for any
 government interpretation.

By the governments endorsement of any Halal certification, is in fact forced observance. This in itself breaks
 the law of our constitution & section 116. All authorities for Halal is illegal under our constitution. The
 requirement of Muslims only in many jobs is also illegal under section 116 which says no religious test be
 required as a qualification for any office or public trust. The imposing of Halal food on all non Muslim people
 is also illegal under the constitution section 116.

Now our prime minister is going to rescind section 116 of the constitution in the guise of the referendum on the
 indigenous recognition. Why get rid of section 116 when the referendum has nothing to do with religion. The
 changes states - ensuring the constitution does not discriminate against anyone, will not give any Australians
 more rights than others.

It's a way to protect the minority & have a legal argument against all people opposing Halal certification.

As it stands now Halal certification breaks every rule of the constitution, section 116.  Imposing halal
 certification onto us all. Discrimination against non Muslim workers, no religious test for qualification of these
 jobs. Or for imposing the free exercise of any religion. Halal certification has taken away our free choice of
 foods.

This inquiry starts before the changes are made to the constitution section 116, so this law should still apply to
 this inquiry.

I totally oppose Halal certification, as its not needed on most, if not all items. Where is this going to end. Its
 getting to the point where it's just plain ridiculous.

Halal certification should be totally banned or at least, the certifiers & Muslim community should have to pay
 for this service. I do not object to the Halal symbol on products, but I do object to fees being paid, for
 groceries, transport, abattoirs, goods & services, restaurants, motels, airlines, hospitals, schools, etc, etc, etc,
 etc,  Money that lines the pocket of no one, but Muslims.

I do not want to give a cent of my money to an Islamic state, who are trying to take over & dominate the
 western society,  through the control of food. I will not buy anything Halal certified.

Thank you for a chance to have my say.
Sent from my iPad
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To:  Senate Committee 

Subject: Third party certification of food 

Date:  16
th

 June, 2015 

Specific Topic: Halal Third Party Certification;  

Amended Submission as few errors in the previous submission 

Discussion 

Background; Process for preparing equipment for use in the preparation of Halal food 

Whilst I was the Chairman of a smallgoods operation which was export certified by AQIS we 

considered the preparation of Halal certified food.  In consultation with AQIS and the local Mufti we 

discussed the possibility of doing this.   

For processing equipment to be made suitable for the preparation of Halal food we would have been 

required to do the following: 

1. Wash the item 6 times; we washed 1
st

 with a detergent based solution, then a bleach, then 

rinsed in 80
0
 C water; the washing process was to be repeated the 6 times 

2. Then the local Mufti would throw dirt (yes dirt, but I think they used sand) 

3. Then we would wash the 7
th

 time. 

The item could then be used for the preparation of Halal Certified food. 

You can imagine my surprise at item 2 because we ran a very strict hygiene process and the thought 

of throwing dirt on the item was very strange. 

This impressed on me the religious nature of this certification. 

This equipment is to prepare food for the use by Muslims according to their religious instruction 

from the Koran. 

Issues regarding Food Costs 

Whilst I am not a Muslim and I am happy for them to have food prepared in such a way I see no 

need for the cost of doing this to be imposed on a non-Muslim.  

  

The cost can be quite significant because you cannot have a piece of equipment or a part of a plant 

set aside for Halal Certified Goods one day and normal western food the next.  The plant must be set 

aside exclusively for, in this case, Halal Certified Goods.  The certification must also include the 

grease used in the plant.  The grease and oil must also be certified.  Thus you can see any 

commercial enterprise will try to use the plant for all items and so the Halal will win because the 

secular consumer generally does not care about such religious procedures. 

On the other hand many Christians do, and Jews definitely do care.  Their choice of food is 

effectively reduced for the reasons below. 

…..continued on the next page 

  



Religious/Moral Conflict 

Food prepared in such a way is food offered to Allah.  The meat and meat based product are blessed 

by an appropriate Islamic person.  The equipment is set aside for the specific manufacture of Halal 

products.  This means that you are forcing Christians to eat products not offered the Christian God 

but to Allah.  When Christians realise what is happening, they often are not comfortable with this 

and many feel they cannot eat it in the same way as Muslims do not feel comfortable with eating 

non Halal products.  About 65% of the Australian population identify as being Christian in the 

Census.  About 2% of the Australian population identify as being Muslim. 

 

Vegetable Products being Certified 

Foods that contain only vegetable products are also certified Halal.  This is where it is clear that the 

Certification authority is acting deceptively because they should be saying to the organisation that 

certification for that product is not necessary, as it does not contain any meat products.  They 

appear not to be doing this.  eg Vegemite is a Halal Certified Product.  It is a vegetable extract and so 

should not need to be certified.  Next thing they will want to certify honey. 

 

Use of Halal Certification Funds 

The other more persuasive issue is the revenue from these items from most of the community is 

used to propagate Muslim views often without the knowledge of the consumer (often through 

ignorance; although this is changing).  It is not morally correct to take money from one group 

without their knowledge and use it to propagate an alternative belief system, in this case Islam. 

If the funds were used just to cover the costs of the certification, that would be acceptable, but I 

have seen no evidence this is the case and I doubt such an external audit to verify this has ever taken 

place. 

Freedom to select non Halal Certified foods 

I personally like cheese but I have noted that Bega, Mainland, and Kraft products are Halal Certified.  

Cheese can use animal based Rennet but there are non-animal forms of this product so I can 

understand why they have the certification.  I have no interest in paying extra for the cheese to have 

this certification.  For the Rennet to be Halal the slaughtering has to be Halal so we pay at every 

stage of the production chain and then we are forced to eat Halal Certified meat which we do not 

want to eat.   

 

I do not want to pay for something I do not need or want and which conflicts with my religious 

beliefs.  I feel my product choices are being significantly limited when I carefully consider the Halal 

issue. 

Michael Lawson,  
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Dear Senators,

 My inquiry is for Halal Certification.

Why in multi-cultural and multi religious country like Australia Islamic tax is allowed.
Visiting numerous web pages of Halal certifiers, I came to an alarming discovery that
only Muslims can slaughter Halal food, only Muslim can issue Halal certification, Muslims have to be 
present at all times during slaughter.

Now UNIONS have to give notice to visit any site but apparently Halal certifiers can just walk in.
As you know senators that is religious discrimination. You cannot discriminate on Gender, Race and 
Religion. We have seen this in USA when a Muslim lady wearing a hijab was refused a job in the 
department store because it tarnishes the store image. She won the discrimination case. Why is 
religious discrimination allowed in Australia?

There should be a clear labelling of all halal foods so people can make a choice.
You should also force Australian food and grocery council to remove offending articles from their 
site that non- Muslims can consume food blessed and devoted to false god.
The noise coming from Islamic council is that certification does not affect prices in Australia and help 
our export. Only a naïve person would believe that our exporters can compete in Muslim countries 
with our prices starting at $37 a kilo. That tells me that Islamic tax is fully passed on to Australian 
consumer not export.

Now we are having companies like  lying to consumers that they are not certified, but all 
of their food is Halal certified. It comes in boxes with a Halal logo on it. This deceiving tactics have to 
stop as we do not live in Middle East but Australia.
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To whom it may concern

How can Halal certification take precedence, over Federal and state legislation?

(Regarding anti-discrimination laws)

 Considering the Halal slaughter of a beast can only be done by a practicing Male Muslim. 
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Dear Sirs,

I wish to proffer a number of comments regarding halal and Kosher certification of many of our 
foodstuffs produced for local  Australian consumption.

Firstly, I respect the right of peoples to insist on certain methodologies with regard to how their food 
is prepared. If a Muslim wishes to have his or her animal slaughtered, while facing Mecca, then it is 
not for me to interfere in their beliefs. I do have the right however, to comment on the unnecessary  
and deliberate cruelty  inflicted , by failing to sever the spinal cord of animals when cutting their 
throat, which would obviate any pain suffered.

Likewise, I have also to respect the right of Jewish people to partake of Kosher  foodstuffs or for 
others to insist on organic foods for health or ethical reasons.

I am of the firm belief, that the abovementioned people do not have the right to impose upon all 
others, the impost of additional costs associated with their food preparation methodologies and 
certification of same. Once a certification fee is levied, by whatever authority, such fees must be 
passed on to the consumer. The same consumer might well object to the methods the Third Party 
engages in and yet , is required to fund those practices, via the certification charges.

Various  statutory authorities dictate that much information is provided on our foodstuffs, including 
nutrition, ingredients, genetically  modified,  weights and measures, together with manufacturer 
identification and addresses. It is not unreasonable for the consumer to expect clearly identifiable 
labelling regarding any certification charges that have been levied.

The purposeful omission of such indicators on their products,  by many of our food manufacturers 
and suppliers,  does not reflect well on their honesty. If paying certification fees was honourable and 
defendable, then they should proudly proclaim their corporate decision and allow the consumer an 
informed choice. 

When halal certification extends to a vast number of products, which in no way could be associated 
with pigs and slaughtering methods, it would appear to be a form of extortion, paid for by an 
uninformed consumer.

Constituents have the expectation, that their elected Government Representatives, act in a manner 
that is ethical and in the best interests of the majority as against behaving in a politically correct way 
and catering to vocal minorities.

Yours Sincerely,

Dan O’Keefe

30th May, 2015
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To whom it may concern,

My friend who is a strict Muslim parent look for products that are complaint with her religion and 
have relied on the AFIC Halal Certification to guide her and her family to  avoid foods that are 
Haram (a sin). In particular, she has to be careful about  meat selection, as food laws are very 
significant to her. She has been shocked to learn that a friend working in a large abattoir in NSW 
informed her about the practices that are claiming to be Halal.

The AFIC claim to have strict rules with regards to Islamic slaughter but they are falling well short 
of any Muslim consumer expectations. The AFIC – the peak Muslim body) certifies and trains 
Islamic slaughter men for the meat and poultry industry. The actual practices in these slaughter 
houses are well documented by other groups such as the RSPCA and Animals Australia.

AFIC has strict rules with regards to Islamic slaughter. These rules state:

1) The slaughterer must be a sane adult Muslim.

Currently in machine Halal slaughter houses, there is no slaughterer. It's a machine/automatic blade.
Any human slaughterer only picks up what the machine misses because of the huge amount of 
chickens passing them at any given time. 200 a minute

2) The slaughterer must say the name of God before making the cut.

Again, because of the huge number of chickens passing the slaughterer, they simply cant have time 
to say the prayer in time, if at all. 200 chickens a minute

3) The name of God is said in order to emphasize the sanctity of life and that the animal is being 
killed for food with God's consent.

No human is going to recite “Bismillah” 200 times a minute over an eight hour shift. Workcover 
would not allow this.

4) The animal must be killed by cutting the throat with one continuous motion of a sharp knife.

It is mandatory in Australia that “All Halal slaughter of chickens in Australia includes prior 
stunning.” - RSPCA The most common form is gas and electric stunning, and many chickens are 
not only unconscious, but dead and therefore the animal cannot be killed by cutting the throat.

5) The cut must sever at least three of the trachea, esophagus, and the two blood vessels on either 
side of the throat.

This is done in such a hurried, mechanical and unskilled manner, most are decapitated. (Note 
pictures)

6) The spinal cord must not be cut.
(Note pictures All these chickens are decapitated)

7) Animals must be well treated before being killed.

8) Animals must not see other animals being killed.

Look at the chickens on the conveyor belt. They are shoulder to shoulder and can see.

http://muslimvillage.com/2014/06/05/54221/hand-v-machine-slaughter-halal-chicken/
http://muslimvillage.com/2014/06/05/54221/hand-v-machine-slaughter-halal-chicken/
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http://muslimvillage.com/2014/06/05/54221/hand-v-machine-slaughter-halal-chicken/
http://muslimvillage.com/2014/06/05/54221/hand-v-machine-slaughter-halal-chicken/
http://kb.rspca.org.au/what-is-halal-slaughter-in-australia_116.html
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9) The knife must not be sharpened in the animal's presence.

10) The knife blade must be free of blemishes that might tear the wound.

11) The animal must not be in an uncomfortable position.

12) The animal must be allowed to bleed out and be completely dead before further processing.

The AFIC is not a state regulated body and has no right to impose charges for a service that is 
deceitful in the extreme. They are in breach of basic consumer laws. They so-called Halal standards 
mislead every Muslim consumer and the body themselves are receiving mal al-harem (ill gotten 
money) funds through deception. My Muslim friends no longer buy Baiada and Red Lea chicken 
products anymore and have no confidence in the Halal certification program.

Regards
James Mader

References
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 Third party certification of food 
Senate Standing Committees on Economics 
PO Box 6100 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600 

To : Senate Economics References Committee 

Dear Committee Members:

a.  Food certification schemes, in particular halal, have become very contentious in 
society. Difficulties in identifying food products which have  been halal certified for a fee 
are overwhelming, especially for senior citizens. Most food processors who have paid for 
halal certification display no visible notification on the product packaging. If these 
companies fear a backlash from non-Muslims in Australia then why would they pay for 
certification in the first instance then hide the fact. Only a small proportion of food is 
exported, and Australia’s Muslim population is estimated at 2.2% .  It would seem halal 
certification is totally unnecessary for the domestic market.

b. Current labelling requirements appear non-existent. Searching food labels for 
information is an exercise in frustration. In many cases the printing is 6 point on a non-
contrasting background. A person with normal eye vision finds it impossible to read. It 
should be regulated that contents, origins and certification information be a minimum 10 
point black print on white background. Contentious schemes like halal should also be 
identified on food price displays on supermarket shelves. This rule should also apply to 
meat in butcher shops . Such displays would allow rapid customer identification of the 
product, price per kg. and any other certification without the need to closely examine the 
product label.  

c. Food consumers have a right to know the origin, ingredients, processes and other 
information clearly marked on the products they buy. This includes any certification of the 
product. Consumers can choose whether or not to buy the product based on that 
information. It should be printed clearly in readable size text on the product label.

d.  Current labelling laws are a farce. Food manufacturers and retailers seem to be 
working their way around current laws to deliberately confuse or keep the consumer 
ignorant. What does “Made in Australia from local and imported ingredients” mean?  The 
trusting shopper might think that as Australian company has used some Australian 
ingredients and some imported ingredients to make the product at an Australian factory 
using Australian workers. In reality, it usually means that the food product is wholly 
manufactured overseas, imported in bulk to Australia and packaged locally. The sole 
Australian component that is made here is the package and the packaging process. This is 
deliberate deception by the food company. But it is complying with the current food 
labelling laws. Re-read the opening sentence of this paragraph.

e.  Food producers/manufactures vehemently deny that the fees they pay for certification 
result in higher prices. This defies logic. Every cost incurred in the manufacturing process 
is included as part of the process- be it ingredients, labour costs, machinery maintenance, 
administration or certification fees. AQIS levies fees for meat exporters and those fees are 
incorporated into the costs paid by the purchasers of the meat. It is ludicrous for food 
producers/manufacturers to claim that fees paid to halal certifiers do not impact on the final 
price paid by consumers.  The amount charged by the certifying person/organisation 
should be commensurate with the work involved in certification and have nothing whatever 
to do with the size of the company or its ability to pay. However, evidence suggests that 



this is not the case. Reports have surfaced where the halal certifier sets the fees based on 
the size and success of the company.

f.  It is recognised that those food manufacturers/processsors who export to Muslim 
markets (Indonesia, Malaysia, Borneo, Southern Philippines, Southern Thailand) are 
required to have halal certification on their goods before they are landed in these 
countries. I representatives from those countries do not certify the imported goods then 
that certification should be handled by an Australian Government organisation or a branch 
of AQIS which is above corruption. The regulations of the importing country are recognised 
by AQIS and the appropriate inspection instructions detailed in writing by AQIS. That 
authority shall be the only one to provide halal certification and the cost of the process to 
be borne by the importing country, not the processor. In other words, those foreign 
importers requiring halal certification pay the fees required to AQIS.

g.  Information available to the public regarding halal and other certification procedures is 
non-existent. Time-consuming trawls through the internet reveal only very limited data, but 
nothing about the certifiers, certification procedures, going certification regulations, fee 
structures, fees paid, what processes the fees cover, or financial details about certifier 
companies or individuals. It seems to be a very secretive operation and even those 
companies which have agreed to pay the fees are reluctant to reveal any details about the 
money paid to the certifiers or the fee structures imposed. In fact, companies contacted by 
the author refused to divulge any details about the halal certification or fees,  but tried to 
play down its significance and, in most cases, denied that the fees paid had any impact on 
the products’ prices to consumers.

In conclusion, food product labelling is hopelessly inadequate for consumers to make 
informed choices about the products they buy. All certification processes should be clearly 
legible on the labelling of the product and on the shelf price tickets. All food certification 
should only be undertaken by Australian Government departments and non sub-let to 
private organisations so as to minimise opportunities for graft and corruption.
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Submission To The Inquiry Into Food Certification Schemes

Dear Sir/Madam

HALAL FOOD CERTIFICATION FOR THE DOMESTIC MARKET SHOULD BE BANNED

Here are the reasons why:

1. Halal certification adds to the cost of food

Halal certification imposes an unnecessary extra cost on all food bought by the general 
public regardless of their religion. Food that is perfectly acceptable in its normal form 
and which we have been eating all our lives without the certification now carries this 
extra cost burden. This is especially hard on low-income families.

2. Halal certification is unnecessary

Muslims who have lived in the West for centuries know there are only 4 prohibited 
foodstuffs for them (pork, alcohol etc) and are allowed to consume all other products in 
their original uncertified form. 

3. Halal certification provides no valued added to the product for around 99% of the 
    Australian population

The intrusion of religion into the commercial food production process (Halal in 
particular) is unacceptable and is simply an Islamic religious tax forced upon the total 
population. Kosher is different as it does not impact on the wider commercial production 
of foodstuffs. Halal certification appears on so many supermarket items and most meat 
slaughtered in Australia is now Halal. The government should legislate abattoirs and 
food producers to either abandon the costly halal certification or provide non-Halal 
alternatives at a cheaper price.

4. There is commercial secrecy surrounding Halal certification

Companies appear to sign non-disclosure contracts whereby the cost of certification is 
confidential. This is unacceptable and seems to have nothing to do with normal 
commercial confidentialities but everything to do with keeping the consumer in the dark 
as to the extra cost burden being applied to a specific product or range of products. 

5. Inconsistency of labeling on packaging
 
Labeling is a big concern as consumers should have the right to know which products are 
carrying the religious tax in order to decide whether or not to buy that product and pay 
the impost. There is a belief in the community that many companies now pay the Halal 
certification cost but have been reluctant to put the Halal label on their products or 
indeed have even removed the label in the face of consumer protests (Cadbury). This is 
completely unacceptable. If a product is Halal certified (and carrying the extra cost 
burden) it must be labeled. Either that or the scheme is simply made illegal.



6. Lack of information regarding certifiers, fees charged and their financial activities

Fees and normal commercial practice should be open to public scrutiny. How are 
companies persuaded into paying undisclosed fees for offering a Halal certified product 
when 98.5% of Australians are not Islamic? How much is collected and how is it 
distributed are questions I imagine many Australians would be keen to have answered.

7. Australian Companies are simply paying an unnecessary cost and it impacts Australia’s 
economic situation

The 10’s of millions of dollars paid by companies that is then transferred as a cost 
burden to consumers, is taking a large sum out of the discretionary spending of the 
economy. Esp at a time when consumer spending is down. It is another unnecessary 
burden on the economy and as such should be banned.
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Halal Certification Submission

Submission: Food Certification Schemes
In Relation
To: Third party certification of food

Submitted by: David Clark
Contact:
Document ID: 20150608dcfcs
Date: 8 June 2015
URL: http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Economics/Food_Cert_Schemes

In good faith, to the honourable members of the senate in relation to submissions regarding the parliamentary inquiry
into Australian based Food Certification Schemes, moreover the overwhelming amount of domestic product that is
halal certified.

Content Items:

1: Disclaimer
2: My personal view on halal certification
3: How I became aware of the hidden halal certification scheme on our domestic product
4: Market Resistance: My personal campaign to voice my opposition to halal certification
5: The 'canned' replies received from companies I contacted
6: Why does a consumer product need a certificate?
7: What choices do I have - a perspective on my daily shopping
8: Conversations with various supermarket customers and staff
9: Incorrect media and political comments made to support halal certification
10: Halal certification of transport companies
11: Funding terrorism
12: Summary - Closing comments

1: Disclaimer

Please be advised that I submit my own findings into the halal certification of our domestic goods here in Australia,
with some comparison to other food certification classifications in Australia.

Please note that this submission is in no way intended to defame or willfully discriminate against any person, persons,
companies or certifying government/private entities.

2: My personal view on halal certification

For a country that currently hosts only 2.09% of the population identifying themselves as Muslims I fail to even
remotely comprehend how an Islamic tax/fee scheme can be imposed on over 90% of Australia's non-export domestic
food product.

Regardless of the rhetoric published to attempt to justify why almost all of our domestic goods, particularly the vast
majority of supermarket goods, carry an Islamic food certification, given the vast majority of the population is
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non-Muslim; I remain unconvinced that it is necessary to halal certify our domestic consumer products and I cite the
companies, governing bodies and supporters of this 'scheme' as unethical and discriminative towards non-Muslims -
that being over 97% of the Australian population.

My personal goal is to see this deceptively hidden certification removed from our domestic products. Please note here
I fully agree with the need to halal certify export goods marketed to Islamic countries, if truly needed, as trade is
indeed vital to every country's economic survival, and to this end I hold the unwavering view that halal certification,
if at all really necessary, should only apply to export goods.

It has been my personal undertaking to advise as many people whom I am in contact with to boycott paying towards
this Islamic scheme imposed on the Australian people.

3: How I became aware of the hidden halal certification scheme on our domestic product

I first became aware of the extent of halal certified goods, particularly those in the supermarkets, in early 2015 when I
noticed a product I purchased had a halal certified label on it. This was not an imported or overseas product. I
mentioned to someone who worked on shelf filling/stacking at a local supermarket, upon seeing this label, who
remarked halal certification is on a lot of goods.

I then started to investigate how much of our domestic local product is halal certified. To my astonishment I found
that I had been paying for halal certification on almost all of my domestic non- export goods purchases for quite some
time, and in one case, dating back to 1993.

Following this discovery I began to check with some suppliers if their products were halal certified even though I
could not find halal certified labels on their products. I discovered there were numerous products on our local
domestic supermarket shelves that were in fact halal certified despite the absence of a clear label stating the products
were indeed carrying this Islamic certification.

4: Market Resistance: My personal campaign to voice my opposition to halal certification

As I do not support the Islamic religion, without prejudice, I began a personal campaign to request the food supplying
companies place a clearly visible label on any products on our local domestic supermarket shelves that are halal
certified. I did so through the said food supplying companies Contact Us links on their websites, e-mail addresses
and in some cases directly via telephone.

Some of the companies initially replied to my enquiry stating that they are not required to place labels on their
products showing their goods are halal certified. To this end I elevated my enquiry to the various food standards
governing bodies who confirmed they do not require or enforce food suppliers to place a halal certified label on
domestic supplied goods.

I cite in this first instance that failing to disclose to the consumer that they are paying a halal certified tax/fee on their
domestic product purchases is completely unacceptable, deceptive and unethical.

I started to publish my findings on social media and before long had found a large number of Australians had already
been doing the same thing with regards to protesting paying this hidden tax/fee on our domestic product. I was able to
take advantage of the invaluable works of people like Halal Choices, Boycott Halal in Australia and Boycott Halal
Certification in Australia and the website nonhalal.com.au. These good people gave an end user/consumer like myself
the ability to easily use websites and mobile phone apps to determine if the products I am purchasing are halal
certified or not.
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It was at this point I created a web page regarding my findings in direct relation to the halal certification of our
domestic product, which I refer companies and people to that I am in contact with so they are made aware of this
issue and to help reduce the repetitive 'canned' replies to my enquiries from the various companies that support halal
certification on our domestic goods.

My web page on this issue can be visited at:

http://www.dmc1961.id.au/halalcertification.php

5: The 'canned' replies received from companies I contacted

The feedback from companies and governing bodies to date have been completely unsatisfactory.

Please find detailed herein items 5.1-5.6 being the 'canned' replies section noted in my web page and my points of
contention in response to their unsatisfactory responses to my complaints:

5.1: The company/organisation does not support any religious or political group

My response: In supporting halal certification of products on our Australian shelves, companies/organisations are
supporting the Islamic religion.

5.2: There is no cost to the consumer as the halal certification is paid for by the company.

My response: By a customer paying for a halal certified product this enables the company/organisation to then pay for
halal certification, so essentially the customer is paying for the certification through paying for the certified products.

5.3: We hope that you continue to support our Australian product

My response: By having a halal based product on our domestic shelves is not providing an Australian product,
moreover it is providing a specific group of people in Australia with a product. Non-muslims do not need to eat halal
nor should they be expected to.

5.4: We provide halal certified products in the same regards as kosher, heart smart, sugar free etc...

My response: As seen in our supermarkets most products; gluten free, Asian foods, Mexican, Italian, sugar-free, heart
smart all have their own sections and believe this should also apply to halal based products. In this way the average
consumer of mainstream products is only buying those non-certified products and those seeking halal products can go
to the respective section.

5.5: Our products do not bear any halal certified labeling as we do not use this as a selling tool.

My response: By not clearly showing products are halal certified tends to indicate that by not having the label present
is a marketing tool as the average Australian will most likely not purchase a halal/Islamic product in as much as they
would not necessarily purchase a product carrying a fee that supports any other religious, political or social group.

5.6: We have halal certification to be able to market to overseas Islamic countries.

My response: This is fine with me, we need international trade and this is vital for our country to be able to market
our locally produced goods overseas, but I still fail to see that I have to pay for a locally produced product that carries
with it the halal certification, why is the Australian consumer forced to pay for an overseas certification?
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6: Why does a consumer product need a certificate?

I have been witness to the constant comparison of halal certification on goods to those of other categories such as
gluten free, Australian Owned, Heart Smart, dairy free and various others. While these other categories are dietary
observances for those who need to observe them for health reasons, halal certification is a religious observance so
cannot be identified as the same. The overwhelming number of goods that are halal certified in our domestic
supermarkets far outnumber the here stated categories which are mostly shelved in their own sections. At my current
supermarket of choice, were halal certified goods to be placed in their own section, I estimate this would occupy
between 80-90% of the store. From the vast number of products that I can now no longer purchase, it would appear
that the reverse would be necessary and that would be to have a non-halal certified section in the local supermarkets.

I also note the direct inference to kosher certified goods in the supermarket also needing review. The amount of
kosher goods represented in supermarkets is in a vast minority and falls into a small category, as do the previously
listed certifications, as opposed to halal certified products which occupy most of the supermarket shelves.

Consider the humble apple - the apple is 'allowable' for most if not all consumers regardless of their dietary or
religious/non-religious observance. It does not need a piece of paper to certify it is allowed to be consumed and to this
end, given halal certification has only been around these past two decades, I question what Muslims did before we
had a halal certification schemes in place.

As I have observed first-hand Muslim and non-Muslim consumers know by the ingredient listings displayed on
product labels as to whether a product is able to be consumed/used. A product does not need a certification of any
description when reviewing the product in hand based on the ingredient listing itself. This has been something I have
used at times throughout my life when following a specific diet for any particular reason.

7: What choices do I have - a perspective on my daily shopping

The reality for me now is that I have gone from having a multitude of product choice to being reduced to a very
limited selection of goods that I now purchase. This has been quite an educational process but to put things into
perspective, as I refuse to pay the Islamic tax/fee on my domestic food purchases, here is a general summary of what
brand based choice remains for me in my supermarket purchases:

- 2 brands of milk
- 1-2 brands of cheese, cream and dairy
- 2-3 sauces and condiments
- 1 spices and food additives
- 1-2 choices of biscuits
- 1-2 choices of chips, crisps
- 0-1 choices of chicken
- 0-1 choices of meat products
- 1-2 choices of coffee, tea
- 1 choice of jam/spread
- 1-2 choices of vegemite styled product
- 1 choice of peanut butter
- 1-2 choices of confectionery

Please note the above figures, were they represented in percentages, would indicate I now have lost well over 90% of
my product choice owing to the proliferation of halal certification on our domestic product.

I have now been able to skillfully remove halal certified goods from my purchases but I have now lost most of my
traditional favourite products, some I have purchased since I was a young boy.

Halal Certification Submission 4



8: Conversations with various supermarket customers and staff

As indicated earlier in this report, I have taken time to alert my fellow shoppers of the amount of halal certified
product on our shelves and most people are completely unaware, as I was, that they were paying halal certification
fees on their domestic food choices.

I have been met with gratitude for my alerting them and have shared with them the tools I use to identify halal
certified goods when shopping.

My interaction with store staff has been varied from them being completely unaware of anything being halal certified
to some expressing their admiration for my stance on this issue and fully encouraging me to continue, as they are
appalled at the amount of goods that are halal certified.

Two of the meat industry people I have spoken to are fully aware that our beef industry has been halal certified for a
very long time but they cite the often absence of an imam to pray the shahadah over the livestock shows this vital part
of halal certification is not being done. Gleaning from their intonation in the conversation they too do not approve of
this scheme on our domestic beef market.

Most of the supermarkets I have complained to about their own internal bakery and selected goods being halal
certified have not bothered to respond.

9: Incorrect media and political comments made to support halal certification

For quite some time now I have observed a sustained attempt, particularly by the media, to present Australians who
oppose halal certification as bullies, racist, ignorant and uneducated. In one instance I complained about a reporter
from Adelaide who started to share a story about high school students filming fights, or more so films of physical
bullying, and posting this on Facebook. And in the next sentence the reporter launched into a discussion that people
who boycott companies for selling halal certified foods are the same kind of bullies. I still to this day fail to see how
protesting against paying a mostly hidden religious tax/fee on our domestic food as bullying - I have yet to fully
determine why the media are so keen to support halal certification on our domestic good.

Such unbalanced reporting by the Australian media at large, with the exception of a slim few, have tainted people like
myself who simply wish to boycott paying this tax/fee, as being bullies, Islamaphobic, racist, bigoted... and the list of
unjust and incorrect insults goes on.

Broadcast statements from some politicians seem to follow the media slur on people who protest against halal
certification on domestic goods. They cite unfounded outcomes such as food prices going up on food if this is
removed and that it will affect our export market. Firstly reducing a company's burden to only paying halal
certification on their export goods will certainly see a reduction in food pricing as this tax/fee will be removed from
domestic goods. Secondly the products in question are not export goods but domestic goods, so have nothing to do
with requiring halal certification as the said products are not marketed or sold to Muslim countries - they are
purchased here in Australia by non-Muslim consumers.

Again drawing on my own experience whilst overseas, I have seen some of our export products and also seen the
same product supplied from the specific countries I visited. While the labels on the products look familiar, the units of
measure (fl .oz, pounds etc) are different on the label to our domestic product and the distribution and contact
information on the products shows the details for the local country's details, not those of Australia. To this end
companies trying to use the excuse of different labelling costs for their product as being the core reason their products
do not bear a halal certified symbol is completely false and deceptive.
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A comment from one politician that halal certification on our domestic goods is here to stay demonstrates a political
representative, or party, that is completely out of touch with their electorate on this issue. If halal certification is here
to stay, then so is my continued boycott of these products as I, and many like me, refuse to pay towards an 'entity' that
we do not support. Citizens can demonstrate their rights through dollars and votes (or lack thereof as the case may
be).

10: Halal certification of transport companies

What most Australians are unaware of is in addition to the hidden halal certification on our domestic goods is the fees
the transport companies are expected to pay if they are involved in the shipment of halal certified products. So again
the extortion of fees from transport companies, and possibly other related services, serves to add to the income of the
halal certifying entities.

Again, this is completely unacceptable and highlights the feeling most people feel that the halal certification schemes
are a rort.

11: Funding terrorism

There has been a lot of speculation on where the fees for halal certification goes and there is a strong undertone
amidst the Australian people, based on what we see happening throughout the world in the name of Islam, coupled
with the often intolerant and inflammatory statements made within Australia by their local imams, that these said fees
fund terrorism.

Whilst overseas there have been qualified and proven cases that the fees received through Islamic entities within the
respective countries, be they fees or donations, have funded the Islamic Brotherhood, there is still no published proof
that this is happening in Australia.

Given that investigations undertaken in Australia to date have not been able to determine if halal certification fees or
mosque based donations fund known terrorist groups (as it has been seen in some countries overseas), as a consumer
it is my view this is best left to the Australian authorities to qualify. My stance is against paying a fee towards an
entity that I do not support and my concern is how this deception of funding Islam through our domestic food sources
has been allowed to function for so long.

12: Summary - Closing comments

It is my hope that this enquiry sees the removal of halal certification fees on our domestic products, which has been
my focus since undertaking this personal campaign, now joining many others, to see the removal of this deceptively
hidden money scheme attached to our domestic non-export product.

Australia is a non-Muslim country, with only 2% of the population being Islamic, and regardless of how the whole
halal certification system on our domestic goods is 'spun', I and many like me remain unconvinced this to be a fair and
just fees system to be imposed on the Australian people and its companies. Australians see this conduct much like that
seen in the resulting class actions against the banks for their unfair fees. Perhaps Australians will start to seek
compensation against companies that have been deceptively charging people for halal certification for a very long
time without their knowledge?

Based on our already high standard of domestic Australian goods detailing product ingredients, warnings (may
contain nut products etc) and consumer contact information on the product labels, individuals following any kind of
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dietary observance are completely informed and do not necessarily need certifications to help them determine if a
particular product is allowed to be consumed/used. The now extensive ingredients listings seen on our products
always serves to give the consumer 'peace of mind'.

I cite the conduct of governing food bodies and the companies selling halal certified goods without clear labelling to
inform consumers that they are paying towards the Islamic entity as deceptive, unethical and un-Australian.

I cite any boycotting of halal certified products by myself and my fellow Australians as showing Market Resistance,
not bullying. The deliberate and hateful vilification of individuals, or groups, for not wishing to pay for halal certified
goods is discriminatory and leaves one to continually question the motives by those perpetrating such behaviour?

I cite that enforcing the average non-Muslim Australian to be expected to pay for halal certification, regardless of how
the justifications are presented, as simply un-Australian and contravenes a consumers rights and freedom of choice as
indicated in Item 7 of this report.

I state that under no circumstances would I expect _any_ Australian consumer to pay a fee on any food or consumer
good that represented a religious, social or political group that I was part of without the would-be consumer being
completely informed that they were paying towards the said group. In this case it would be through a notification on
labelling of the respective food or consumer good clearly showing something to the wording of "Proudly Supporting"
or "XYZ Certified".

No other religious representation affecting domestic foods and consumer goods is as prolific as halal certification and
I fail to see nor be convinced that it is anything that needs to be in Australia other than something required for only
our export goods.

Regardless of the outcome of the senate enquiry, were it not to see the removal of halal certification on our domestic
products/goods, I will continue to not support a tax/fee scheme that pays towards an entity that I do not support.

The failure for the companies, media outlets and some political groups to hear the consumer complaints and concerns
of the Australian people opposed to halal certification demonstrates a lack of bias and naturally will result in the
downturn of financial income for companies, the loss of readership/following for various media outlets and votes for
politicians. Australia is still a democracy and every Australian deserves the right of the freedom of choice.

End of document: 20150608dcfcs
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Dear committee, thank you for the opportunity to submit my reasons of concern.

Being a third generation Australian I find it insulting that the majority of companies 
that now choose to certify their products as Halal, and claim they do not pass on any 
additional cost to the consumers, that they absorb this cost, which I believe is 
substantial. If that is the case, my family members who have been supporting and 
purchasing their products for decades have never experienced these companies 
passing on any discount, especially during the difficult years, mid to late 80”s just to 
mention one period. But now, all of a sudden they can afford to absorb a religious 
certification.

In the press recently there has been discussion how so many of the larger 
international companies operating in Australia are moving profits off-shore. 
Basically, tax evasion, Is this how they can afford to subside the cost. Indirectly to the 
Australian tax payer! 

Please expose these companies and have all details of food certification, labeled 
addressed as per the points below.

 The extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, 
but not limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-
modified food and general food safety certification schemes.

 Current labelling requirements of food certification schemes.

 The need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay 
certification fees.

 Whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian 
consumers to make informed purchasing decisions.

 
 Details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or 

manufacturers, and the potential for these to impact on prices for consumers.

 The importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market 
access and returns to producers.

 

mailto:economics.sen@aph.gov.au


 The extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers 
including, but not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records, 
and any related matters.

Yours sincerely,
John Walden
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To the committee.

I wish to add to the complaints regarding the halal certification on foods & even mineral water, 
sanitary items & pet food. We find ourselves concerned as to where money is going
when money is paid for a halal certification. We do not want to be assisting the funding of 
terrorist activities. 

We believe that food labelling should be clear and legible to all.

What I do not understand is, what any religious certification is doing on any food item in this 
country. Australia is a mix of many religions and atheistic beliefs, it is also against most 
genuine religious and non-religious beliefs to eat food that is sacrificed or halal certified or 
allowing the funds from this food certification to be used to finance false idols (God) or any 
religion conversions.

I find it discriminating that we have absolutely no free and easy way of identifying any goods 
processed in any special religious ways and have had to completely change my shopping 
items and even go without the some favourites because there is none that is made by non-
religiously certified producers. My shopping cost has also increased because the companies 
producing these specially prepared products have had to pay for certification.

My family are among hundreds of thousands of Australians who have gone to extraordinary 
measures to ensure we are not contributing financially to any religious institution who 
demands that food be certified for their followers and all others to eat.

I believe the need for certifies to religiously certify food needs to optional to the producer, 
done at no cost to the producer or consumer, obvious the consumer.

There should be equality of food for all people regardless of religious identification. If 
producers want to say their food abides by particular religious laws then they should be
free to say so without paying for certification.

All labelling must be applied to the item to state any religious certification so those that who 
do not want it are not duped into buying it, as is the current standards for such certification at 
the moment.

Today many religiously certified items are not labelled as such or the label is hidden in inside 
the packaging which is my biggest concern. I require that any certification is done in such a 
way that it is openly and very plainly obvious.

Any certification should be done by the Australian Federal Government , not by private 
individuals who charge for the certification putting the funds to their own personal or there 
religious development usages.

This food should not be combined with any non-religious food Third party certification of food 
Submission 12 because of possibility of contamination for those that are atheist or of a 
different religious denomination that cannot consume the religiously prepared/ certified food.

There is no need / reason for one religion to be placed above any other like what is being 
done at the moment with Islam and halal certification.

All Australian product actually produced in Australia should be required to say so loudly and 
clearly, with  those with Australian content saying so and in what percentage form, with other 
country inputs also shown in remaining percentage forms.

Thank you
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From: Keely  
Sent: Monday, 15 June 2015 3:49 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third party certification of food

Hello,

I’d like to add my opinion/input on the “Third party certification of food” inquiry.

A lot of Halal certified products on the supermarket shelves aren’t labelled as such, so all
 Halal certified foods MUST be legally obliged to show a label
so I can make an informed purchase without having to contact the manufacturer before I
 buy. I don’t NEED to buy Halal so why should I?

I would like to see a thorough investigation into these certifying companies as well.

Thank you

Keely Worth
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I have some issues that I would like to be addressed in regard to halal certification. 

• Why is the sourcing of non halal-slaughtered meat now becoming difficult for consumers given 
that the Australian Muslim population is less than 3 percent and Australia currently has a live 
export meat industry exporting to Muslim countries?   What percentage of halal slaughtered 
meat is actually exported to Muslim countries which require halal certification and how much 
remains for the Australian domestic market.  Is the Australian domestic market 
disproportionately being supplied with halal-certified meat and therefore are non-Muslim 
Australians unwittingly being coerced into purchasing this certified meat some of which may be  
from slaughterhouses which do not stun and continue to operate in Australia and are associated 
with abject cruelty? 

• Given than over 70% of Australian poultry is now halal slaughtered, how much of this certified 
product is exported to countries requiring halal certification and how much is for domestic 
consumption?   Is the Australian domestic market being disproportionately supplied with halal-
certified poultry products and therefore are consumers unwittingly being coerced to purchase 
this certified meat? 

• How does the employment of "Muslim only" slaughter men in Australian abattoirs resonate with 
Australia's anti-discrimination laws? Since the percentage of halal-certified meat has grown 
exponentially in Australia, has there been a decline in the number of non-Muslim slaughter 
persons being employed in Australian abattoirs?  What qualifications does a Halal certifier 
require and are they required to be of the Muslim faith and, if so, is that contrary to Australia’s 
anti-discrimination laws. 

• Halal certification is often described as being comparable to other third-party certifications such 
as the Heart Foundation tick, organic certification, gluten free etc.  These products are clearly 
labelled usually on the front of the product as these certifications can sometimes provide 
important health information to consumers.  As a religious endorsement, halal certification does 
not do this.  Given the quantity of halal-certified produce that is now saturating Australian 
supermarkets, and that certification of products is now being undertaken on many products 
which are intrinsically already deemed to be “halal” has any modelling being undertaken to 
determine what percentage of certified  products are actually being exported to countries;  do 
they require certification; and is the Australian domestic market disproportionally being flooded 
with halal-certified produce that by its very nature does not require certification? 

• Is it morally acceptable or even constitutional for Australia's food chain to be hijacked by a 
religious ideological certification with all the proceeds funding the advancement of one religion 
within Australia?   Is an overall lack of regulation and transparency with the allocation of funds 
being raised aiding to divisiveness within the Australian community and are Australians who do 
not require halal-certified produce now being discriminated against. 

• If the core intention of halal certifying products is to inform the customer as to a products' 
permissibility, why are there so many products not carrying the certification symbols?  Given 
that the cost of certification is most likely added to the cost of doing business, do non-labelled 
halal-certified products increase the cost of the product to consumers without serving any useful 
purpose?  Are those consumers not wishing to purchase halal-certified products being deceived 
into purchasing these non-labelled halal-certified products and therefore is their right to 
freedom of choice when purchasing being impeded? 



• With the exclusion of meat products, are Australia's ingredient labelling laws able to effectively 
address this issue without the need for a businesses to pay for a product to be halal certified?  
Some consumers are allergic to nuts and required to carefully read the label.  Why is this not the 
case with religious endorsement? 

Thank you 
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Senate Economics References Committee 

Inquiry into Third Party Certification of Food 

This submission is primarily concerns halal certification 

a) The extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia, ... in particular halal

certification. 

Most (at least two thirds) of the foods purchased by consumers today in Australia are certified 

‘halal’, although  few food products are labelled as such. A significant majority of staple foods such 

as meats, bread, milk, cereals, cheese etc. are certified ‘halal’, and the certification process extends 

to non-human foods, such as Purina cat food and non-food products, such as Johnson & Johnson’s 

Baby Shampoo, and even transport. Supermarket house brands may well be manufactured by a 

certified ‘halal’ company, but in most cases there is no way the consumer can know this. 

The halal certification of foods is totally unnecessary, even for Muslims in Australia, with the 

possible exception of meat. It is an imposition on many companies and a cost for consumers. The 

Quran and Islamic law state that all foods are automatically halal (permitted) unless there is very 

good reason to doubt it, in which case Allah is forgiving.  

Halal certification has all to do about making money, not the religious dietary requirements of 

Muslims. 

See below: 

Muhammad the prophet of Islam said on several occasions that all foods, except certain meats 

and alcohol, are lawful for Muslims to consume. For example “This day are all good things (food) 

made lawful to you. The food of those who have received the scriptures (Jews and Christians) is 

lawful to you and your food is lawful to them”.  Quran Sura 5:5, also Sura 5:4, 2:173, 6:145, 16:115 

all confirm that halal certification is unnecessary. 

The authoritative text of Islamic jurisprudence The Reliance of the Traveller J16.0 to 16.7 makes 

three points : 

1) All foods are assumed to be halal, unless one has a very good reason to doubt it;

2) the remote possibilities that the food is not halal are to be ignored or it will just cause trouble and

3) Muhammad said “complete certainty that something is lawful (food) is only conceivable about

rain water falling from the sky onto ones hand.” 
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b)  Current labelling requirements of food certification schemes. 

In the case of halal certification there are no requirements for labelling, see point c) below. 

 

c)  The need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees. 

There are two points here,  

1) Conscientious objection to supporting Islamic Sharia law; and  

2) objection to paying a tax to Islamic religious organisations. 

 

1 Concientious objection: 

Many Australians have a conscientious objection supporting a practice which is totally unnecessary  

– see point a) above; and is seen to be supporting Islamic Sharia law. All certifiers are operating 

under Sharia law, which is incompatible with the Australian political system based on the principles 

of our constitutional democracy of freedom and equality, and the separation of church and state. 

Most Australians and animal welfare organisations such as the RSPCA  also oppose the cruel 

ritualistic slaughtering of animals in conformity to Sharia law; see point g) below.  Some religions, 

such as the Sikh religion, forbid followers to consume meat slaughtered in a ritualistic way.  Without 

clear labelling, it is very hard for consumers to know how meat or poultry has been slaughtered. 

 

2) Objection to paying a tax to Islamic organisations or individuals. 

Because halal certification carries a cost that is totally unnecessary for 97.8% of the Australian 

population, it is to be expected that Australians object to an unauthorised tax, perceived as a 

religious tax from a faith they do not follow and may even oppose. The tax or certification fee is paid 

either to an individual or a company, or to a mosque or Islamic charity, for the purpose of promoting 

Islam.  Therefore those Australians, who understand  halal certification as a method used by multiple 

certifiers to raise money for religious causes, oppose it. 

 

Recommendation 1 

In the light of the above : All foods, including meat, produced by companies that pay certification 

fees, and sold to the Australian consumer, should be clearly labelled as such so the consumer can 

make an informed choice.    

 

d)  Whether current schemes provide sufficient information for consumers to make informed 

purchasing decisions. 

See point b) above. There are no schemes advising consumers on halal certification.  
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e)  Certification fees paid by food producers/manufacturers and the potential for these to impact 

on prices for consumers. 

 

Why would 97.8% of Australians willingly or unwittingly pay millions of dollars to Islamic institutions, 

to support a religion they do not follow, and may even oppose.  Australians do not unknowingly pay 

millions of dollars to other religious or political institutions.  

In the absence of a prominent label to indicate that a fee has been paid to a halal certifying body, 

consumers have no option other than to purchase a product they might otherwise have avoided.  

The consumer bears the cost of certification that is passed on to them by the producer. Most 

Australians are unaware they are paying for such certification.  

Most consumers would be perplexed, perhaps even horrified, to learn they pay an Islamic tax on 

Easter eggs or hot cross buns. It is a hidden cost.  

 

The total amount paid in Australia for halal certification fees is probably unknown. It varies from 

about $700.00 a year passed to a mosque to certify spices as ‘halal’, to over $300,000 a year for a 

large abattoir. Although the cost of halal certification is small per item the consumer purchases, over 

a year, the fees collected for this certification amount to tens of millions of dollars (see The 

Australian 25 May 2015 ‘Halal charter signed in secret’). The Australian consumer pays because 

these millions of dollars are added to the cost of the items purchased.  Only  Islamic institutions 

benefit from the monies raised.  

Halal certification, as shown in point a) above, is unnecessary, and in most cases (particularly if 

export is not a significant proportion of a company’s business), is purely a money-making scheme. It 

has absolutely nothing to do with health or hygiene as this is covered by Australian health laws. 

 

The fees paid by Australian consumers for halal certification is a tax they do not need or want, and 

does not benefit the consumer in any way.  The cost of halal certification should only be incurred by 

those consumers who demand the certification, theoretically Muslims.  

 

Recommendation 2 

The fees for halal certification should not be paid by 97.8% of Australian consumers, but by the 

Islamic community, through a representative body, such as the Australian Federation of Islamic 

Councils). AFIC can recover the costs by a levy on their mosques.  
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f)  The importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access. 

The fact that halal certification is unnecessary for food other than meat, is not relevant in some 

Islamic countries. Because halal certification by a third party is a way to make money, not a religious 

requirement, in some countries (Malaysia and Indonesia) the government has made halal 

certification mandatory and in some circumstances have made it a condition that a producer uses 

the government’s certification authority. 

As per point e) above, the cost should be picked up by Islamic consumers and not every other 

Australian consumer. 

 

g) Related matters concerning the certification of meat. 

For years Muslims in Australia have eaten meat  not killed in strict accordance with Islamic law and 

have not suffered ill effects or religious condemnation. However, with a growing Muslim population 

and increased community pressure for Islamic observance, a case can be made for halal certification 

of meat. 

Other than all meat killed in accordance with Islamic law must be labelled as such    Point c) above, 

and non Muslims should not bear the cost point e) above, two other points need be considered. 

 

1) Method of slaughter. 

Mandatory irreversible stunning of animals prior to slaughter is required by law, for all non-

halal/kosher registered abattoirs in Australia. For halal slaughter, an exception is made and 

reversible stunning is permitted in most halal abattoirs.  However, with reversible stunning, 

depending on the degree of stun and the particular animal, the animal may recover consciousness 

prior to death, and will thus experience extreme pain and anguish. For Muslims the problem 

however unlikely with irreversible stunning, is that the animal may be dead before slaughter, this is 

contrary to Islamic law which forbids the consumption of carrion (See Quran 2.173). This is a rare 

occurrence, and even the Halal Advocates of America (halaladvocates.org), say death will occur in a 

few minutes giving the slaughterman ample time to do his job.  Further, in the unlikely event that 

the animal may die and not bleed out correctly, the abattoir can just reject that carcass. 

 

Islamic law does however allow the consumption of meat that is dead prior to butchering. For 

example, if the animal was killed whilst hunting with hawks or dogs or shooting. In particular,           

”a cow, sheep or camel that cannot be retrieved can be made lawful to eat if it is shot and mortally 

wounded.” (See Quran Sura 5:4; Reliance of the Traveller j:17.9 and j:17.11), so reversible stunning 

or no stunning is more a point of religious dogma than any logical argument. 
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For religious reasons a very small proportion of animals are killed without any stunning, or by 

stunning after the throat has been cut, as for kosher meat. However this practice has been banned 

in some countries, notably Denmark, without any serious social problems. 

Recommendation 3 

In the interests of animal welfare, and uniformity of compliance, all animals should be irreversibly 

stunned prior to slaughter.  (A view supported by the RSPCA of Australia.) 

2) Discrimination of employment in abattoirs.

The majority of abattoirs in Australia are certified ‘halal’, and it has been accepted that meat 

slaughtered in halal-approved abattoirs must only be slaughtered by a good Muslim, in good health 

etc., who must say a prayer over the animal prior to slaughter. This rule is discriminatory against 

non- Muslims and contrary also to Islamic jurisprudence. It is clearly stated in the guide to Islamic 

jurisprudence The Reliance of the Traveller (see  j17.2) that “ ... it is a necessary condition that the 

slaughterer should be of a people whose women we are permitted to marry, whether Muslims, Jews 

or Christians.” 

Recommendation 4 

Therefore the job of slaughtermen in halal approved abattoirs should not be restricted to Muslims, 

but to include Jews and Christians. 

JJ Bryant and MJ Hercock 
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From:  
Sent: Tuesday, 16 June 2015 4:47 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: certification of food

Dear all as a former UN staffer (11 years) and an ADF member for 11 years can only
 elaborate on the limited scope of this enquiry.

Aceh province of Indonesia=All non halal (refer to 'in accordance with sharia law) is
 segregated (usually at the back of the store or shop (most are chinese who operate
 mixed food areas and in aceh tend to get blackbanned by shariat police (two police
 entities).

Saudi (all non halal are separated by store). As for ISIS areas (they control over 4
 million inhabitants). All non halal is banned and this is food only.

Australia= I have to note halal water as in bottles? food items and at best the halal or
 even kosher community is nationwide 2 percent. This as an end state that encourages
 or demands the question? why are the majority paying for the minority and vegemite
 still refuses to provide sales figures in so called halal states (I am not going to waste
 money re freedom off info act nor will I get anywhere re what should a yearly report).

The use off food as exclusive with a small population off well Kosher/halal or should be
 clearly segregated (religious food both kosher and halal). In addition to segregation, the
 wording should be in English 'in accordance with or ritually slaughtered etc'. The
 concept that water is or needs be halal or kosher or any other is no appropriate nor
 should the majority be subjected to this approach.

In conclusion, let the Australian public decide by segregating religious food and be
 subjected to an imposition. Sincerely and just an opinion.

Gordon Cimiratic (name is quotable and like the youth who refuse to engage no
 employable.

-- 
This message is confidential. It may also be privileged or otherwise 
protected by work product immunity or other legal rules. If you have 
received it by mistake, please let us know by e-mail reply and delete it 
from your system; you may not copy this message or disclose its contents 
to anyone. Please send us by fax any message containing deadlines as 
incoming e-mails are not screened for response deadlines. The integrity 
and security of this message cannot be guaranteed on the Internet. 
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From: Paul Clifford  
Sent: Tuesday, 16 June 2015 4:51 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal certification submission

I am opposed whole heartedly to the certification of any foods that I may purchase as being
 halal. I feel that any food having certification fees paid upon them should be labeled such.
 I feel that companies that pay these fees should make this relationship transparent.

I am a Christian and find the very idea of purchasing foods that have been dedicated to a
 false God as an invasion of my religious freedom in Australia. I expect my Government to
 stand up for me as an Australian.

Paul E Clifford 
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From: Elizabeth Butler 
Sent: Tuesday, 16 June 2015 8:41 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: SENATE INQUIRY INTO FOOD CERTIFICATION SCHEMES

To Whom it May Concern

I would like for you to accept my submission on the following  matters.
"On 13 May 2015, the Senate referred the following matters to the Economics References
 Committee for inquiry and report by 30 November 2015: 
a. the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not
 limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and
 general food safety certification schemes; 
b. current labelling requirements of food certification schemes;
c. the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees;
d. whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make
 informed purchasing decisions; 
e. details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and the
 potential for these to impact on prices for consumers; 
f. the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and
 returns to producers; 
g. the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including,
 but not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any related
 matters." 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
----------------------- 
a. I am 5th generation Australia catholic and resent having to pay a halal tax for a
 religion I find horrendous. 

b. All products that are halal certified should be clearly marked on every product.
 Many today aren't labelled or the mark is well hidden until you open the box.

c. The halal symbol should be clearly seen. As a Australian living in Australia, I
 should have the choice as to the product I buy and the religion I support.

d. Current schemes do not.  Hiding a symbol or not labelling is dishonest and
 misleading the buyer.

e. Details of the cost of halal certification to companies and what is passed on the
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 customer should be public knowledge. How the funds raised from halal taxes
 should also be public knowledge.

f. if companies clearly mark their products halal it covers for their exporting to
 muslim countries that way everyone knows what they are buying.

g. I cant find any information on how its done and how much it cost the company
 or the customer. Everything including the finacials should be public knowledge. 

Thankyou for your time. I have never done this before but feel very strongly on
 the halal issue. Considering muslims only need to say a prayer over any thing
 that is allowed, I find it offensive they rake in money at our expense.

Yours Sincerely,

Elizabeth Butler. 
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From: H Hogan 
Sent: Tuesday, 16 June 2015 10:25 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal certification .. and associated matters for your consideration.

Senate Enquiry into Food Certification Schemes in Australia

Greetings to you.

I am emailing you to share my concerns, and the concerns of friends and family
 members, regarding halal certification in Australia.  I am requesting an urgent
 review of this certification.

I love to see the range of foods available from the many cultures that comprise
 our local community - they offer rich diversity and present interesting varieties to
 choose from.  However, as a non-Muslim, I don't require halal foods. Neither
 do about 97% of the Aussie population; yet this certification seems to apply to
 about 80% of the food in the supermarket - some without any distinctive

 labelling. (These figures obtained from personal observation over a number of
 years, research and following ‘Halal Choices’ and other similar websites)

This is a great concern to me on a number of fronts: 

1.lack of clear labelling is deceptive.  One standard symbol could clean up
 this uncertainty.

2. the diminished number of other foods (foods without halal certification) to
 choose from is disappointing

3. my shopping time has been extended as I try to see where things have
 been made, and if they have been dedicated/certified to a foreign god.  I
 know of quite a few other people who have the same distress and dilemma.
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4. cruelty of halal slaughter methods.  it is likely that there is
 discrimination in the employment of slaughterers, indeed that non-Muslim
 men and women may have lost jobs in the abattoirs .  Again, by all means,
 have dedicated abattoirs for the slaughter of animals for those who
 need ritually slaughtered meat - problem solved.  Please leave the other
 abattoirs for the rest of us!

5. the cost of purchasing what is available non-halal is often much more
 than the 'regular' (now halal) items

6. concern about the destination of these many and varied certification

 fees

7. concern that halal certification may be “the thin edge of the wedge” in a
 push towards brokering sharia law in Australia – this ought to be of
 concern to us all.  (We frequently read of horrific treatment of "infidels" by
 Islamic State, Boko Haram and the many other militant Islamic groups who
 rape and murder, spreading terror throughout entire regions, and wantonly
 destroying historically important significant sites.  Daily these truly atrocious
 activities are splashed across social media as well as TV and newspapers. 
 Persecution of Christians in these places is not uncommon.  And we
 remember the Lindt café siege and aftermath clearly in Australia.)

I am aware the some of our overseas markets are Islamic cultures - but
 surely, in Australia where non-Muslims would be the predominant

 customers, halal certification is an invasion of our own culture. 

In no way am I saying there ought to be no halal foods available – just I am
 very concerned at the amount of food that is halal certified.  And the fact
 that I am paying for the privilege of having something that I don't want.

1. As a Christian Australian, I find halal certification offensive. (I
 know that some people couldn't care less - that is up to them.)

2. Label foods honestly, clearly and distinctly
3. Ensure that food is available for people from all cultures -

 including in public food malls, cafes and eating places not
 specifically designated as halal providers

4. Reduce and regulate the number of authorized halal certifiers,
 and monitor them more closely

5. Check the destination of halal certification funds to ensure - as far
 as it is possible - that mosques, illegal activities and terrorism
 are not the beneficiaries of our food dollars   Christians do not
 build churches with the raked off of proceeds from selling food to
 everyone, and neither should they, so why is it ok for Muslims to
 use the public purse to establish their places of worship?



Other matters, connected but maybe only background information for

 this Enquiry.

8. the notion that Islamic culture and studies could be promoted in
 schools is very concerning.  (As there is increasing pressure for
 secularization of education, to the point where some of our known history
 has been "sanitized" and rewritten, and certain aspects have been
 omitted.   I am aware that some Christian schools have had their curriculum
 offerings scrutinized and they have been criticized for presenting Biblically
 sound and justifiable Christian viewpoints.)  Would this degree of scrutiny
 also apply to Islamic schools?  Or is it not politically correct to ask such a
 question?

9. Sharia finance?  Please say "No" to this.

10. Apartheid and segregation in public places should not be allowed.
 Some years ago my family were requested to leave a public swimming pool
 so that the Islamic girls could come and swim there.  We had to pay full fees
 for half an hour of swimming to take the grandchildren, who were quite small
 at the time, swimming ... on a hot day.  It is a council pool and I thought it
 should have been open at the appointed hours to the public.

Thank you for reading and responding to this plea for urgent action on halal
 certification in Australia.

Yours faithfully,

Heather Hogan



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Economics, Committee (SEN)
The Halal certification industry needs greater scrutiny 
Tuesday, 28 July 2015 10:23:17 PM

Dear Senate Standing Committee on Economics,

With reference to the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about halal certifiers, the
 possibility that Australian businesses are unwittingly funding Islamic terrorism through this means concerns us
 greatly. We therefore ask the committee to ensure that our national security is not being compromised by
 permitting these schemes to operate in Australia.

Terrorist groups have been funded by the proceeds of Halal certification before. For example, in 2007 and 2008
 the Islamic Society of North America, an organisation involved in halal certification, was named by the Justice
 Department as a co-conspirator in two federal trials dealing with the financing of the terrorist group Hamas.
 Whilst no Australian groups have yet been implicated, many of the certifying bodies operating here are
 subsidiaries of overseas Islamic organisations making it very difficult to determine where some of the money
 ultimately ends up.

And the money Australian companies pay to Islamic certifying bodies is considerable. It is reported that fees
 range from as much as $300,000 a year for an abattoir, $40,000 for a chicken processor to $5000 for a suburban
 take-away. Even if only a small fraction of these sums are used for nefarious purposes, it would still amount to
 a significant funding source for terrorist groups and would materially increase the risk to Australian civilians
 and soldiers.

We therefore ask that the committee recommend that the Federal Government put in place mechanisms for
 more closely regulating and monitoring Australian Halal certification bodies, as well as their overseas parent
 bodies, to ensure that no portion of the considerable money paid to them by Australian businesses funds
 Islamic terrorism.

Yours faithfully,

Bruce and Heather Hogan
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Senate Standing Committees on Economics 
Committee Secretariat contact: Mr Colin Rixon  

Wednesday, 17 June 2015 

Sir/Madam  
May I present a submission to you committee on my concerns about the intrusion of so 
called Halal foods on Australian life 

1. Barbaric slaughter of animals for consumption .

There has been lots of arguments over whether they feel pain but basically the process of 
fight and fear applies to all living things  
and the triggers are so simple n heard animals such as noise smell and the noise of death 
throes . These then in turn release a multitude 
of toxins into the blood system (simple explanation https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fight-or-
flight_response) Thus all vertebrates killed in this 
manner becomes tainted by these toxins the greater the fear he greater and more toxic the 
results. There is only one reason why game  
should be killed and bled in this way is preservation of game meat in the field to prevent 
rapid decay in very hot climates 
(Ask any hunter's or farmers among you what does an unbled carcass smell like after a day 
in 40c Putrid )  
In conclusion the only reason to kill animals in this way is preservation of a practice from the 
dark ages which is shown to be nether beneficial, Or of a religious nature unless you 
consider sacrifice to the gods still acceptable in a secular country with a proud history of 
animal husbandry and welfare. 

2. The application of a religious fee on food and drink

Firstly there is the costs to companies with in Australia this though denied by certain 
companies is of considerable cost one small dairy producer ( Fleurieu milk company ) 
payed what it stated was a low fee by Halal standards , yet as I see it where does the 
production of Yogurt  come near any pork products .  
By the way that small fee was $50,000 one mans wages and the employment of another just 
to mumble prays. In the other cases Cadbury’s and Kraft both deny payment but are 
certified , yet as we see a minnow has to pay so what will some whales pay the sharks . Then 
what is this affair with Coles and their Halal certification both claiming to have made a 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fight-or-flight_response
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fight-or-flight_response


Million dollars out of it. We know one certifier with no religious connections has made this 
claim on ABC current affairs years ago (making Millions of Dollars through certification that 
is neither needed nor required in a secular country). As to Charity status or claiming tax 
against these certifications cost that to me is very dubious and ranks with other scams 
current in the corporate world . Charity is the gift of giving not taking and we the public 
have no choice at all in payment of this religious tax. Example 90% of all chickens in 
Australia are slaughtered by one company and to make the fowl Halal it must start at death 
(Though for the Life if me I cannot see the genetic makeup of an Avian as being close to a 
Swine but may be they do believe pigs can fly ) then Passed on to Companies like Steggles or 
Lilydale who both claim Halal certification Steggles even marked it among the listed 
properties such as energy sugars salt carbohydrates on one product. How much is payed 
against our will and how much extra do we pay. These modern companies don’t  
 and never will bear costs of this extent without passing them on through tax loop holes and 
customer costs  > Australian Banks have led by example for too long   

3.The Law and Halal 

This is not a question that should perplex many it is common sense Halal is a religious tax 
that takes advantage of the gullibility of both Christians and others Many years ago the 
Catholic church banned the parish collection of tithes though a tax of non Muslims in Islamic 
countries the Jizya was also banned or fell into disuse, it seems to have appeared under a 
new disguise in even non Muslim countries the Halal surcharge. Now Halal comes under a  
Hadith which as you will know are a collection of writings that Islamic Law is based on thus Halal is 
Sharia law which is illegal in Australia . We cannot have parallel laws in Australia or a state within a 
state there are two factors  

1 It is an Alien State requirement of public obedience 

2 It is a religious law being enforced on a secular country. 

PS  on a personal note I object to arriving home and finding some of the items that I have bought 

have a very small Halal symbol on them or to find out on social media that products such as milk or 

salted peanuts are Halal yet no indication on package but once again whose going to milk a pig but 

nuts that is nuts 

Comments made on social media  commentators  names removed but available 

1. Muslim ONLY, male ONLY halal slaughter men.

Consider this for the Third Party Certification of Food Inquiry. Why not ask the government

what percentage of our meat actually ends up being purchased by Muslim consumers, both

export and domestically?

Ask if the amount of abattoirs and Muslim only, male only slaughterers reflect this figure.

Ask them to investigate whether or not non-Muslim abattoir workers have lost employment

because the abattoir they worked for became halal certified. Ask the government what sort

of protection there is for non-Muslim and/or female abattoir workers.

Perhaps point out that at least 70% of Australian chicken is slaughtered halal, and yet less



than 3% of our domestic population is Muslim. Also point out less than 5% of chicken is 

exported, mostly to non-Muslim countries. If Muslim only, male only slaughterers can be 

employed by these chicken processors isn't there a chance of discrimination against non-

Muslims and female wanting to work there? 

A great deal of Australian meat is halal slaughtered, with fees paid for certificates and 

Muslim only, male only slaughterers being employed, and yet the meat is not retailed as 

halal. Why the discrepancy? 

Ask questions of this committee, which is one of the reasons it was set up. 

Comment 

( It is known that over production runs end up on Australian tables being sold as non Halal and all 

exported lamb from New Zealand is Halal though why that should end up on Australian tables 

amazes me ) 

2. Tip Top We are sorry you feel that way Michelle. We are proud that Tip Top products

can be enjoyed by all Australians. In the same way we provide information for dietary

requirements, we also provide information to let people know if our products meet the

requirements for Kosher and Halal standards. We certainly hope that you don’t stop

buying Tip Top products because of this as we would be sad to lose you.

Like · Reply · 6 hrs

Michelle Izisme I most definitely will never touch or buy another tip top product as 

long as it is halal certified, I completely and totally refuse to pay an Islamic tax and 

fund Islam in any way at all. You say your proud that tip top products are enjoyed by 

all Australians well you are wrong there more and more Australians are boycotting 

your products because of halal certification. 

Yours Respectfully 

Col Rixon 
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From: Marc Guttenberg  
Sent: Wednesday, 17 June 2015 7:11 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Hala certification

Senate Standing Committees on Economics

Dear Sir / Madam

Hala certification is a private company operating like mafia and blackmailing manufacturers into believing they
"need" to pay this religion tax in order to keep their customer base.
The excuse of export to muslim countries used by manufacturers is invalid, since products for export are
 packaged and labeled according to the buying country requirements and keep no relation to Australian market. 
The operation of a private entity that collects money under false pretenses since the "certification" represents no
 difference with products that are not certified, should be outlawed and the funds already collected should be
 traced to verify that the allegation of support to foreign fighters has not occurred and apply the full extend of
 the law if it has.
Please stop this farce. Sharia law has no place in Australia. We are one country united with one set of laws. No
 foreign laws should be valid on our land. No Australian should pay tribute to Islam without knowing it. and for
 dubious purposes at best or unlawful ones at worst. 
Yours truly
Marc Guttenberg
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From: Kaye Bonato  
Sent: Wednesday, 17 June 2015 9:56 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal Certification

Dear Sir/Madam,

I am deeply concerned that so much of our foods are now halal
certified.  I am not a Muslim and find it quite offensive that I am now
forced to eat halal foods if I want to continue eating products that I
have purchased all my life.

Why are so many of our products being halal certified?  Surely Muslims
only make up a small percentage of our population and this certification
is quite offensive to a lot of people.  In particular the methods they
use for slaughter of animals for consumption is totally barbaric.  I
don't understand how they are allowed to treat our animals in this way
here in Australia.

The next thing is our supermarkets are buying halal meats..........but
the meat on the shelf isn't labeled halal, so for people like me who
won't buy anything halal, it means I am left with only pork meat which I
can purchase knowing it isn't halal and not butchered in the barbarous
way Muslims like to kill their meat.

Please consider the religions who do not agree with halal.......there
are plenty of religions here in Australia, apart from Kosher meat (which
usually have their own butcher shops) we have always been free of these
sort of religious practices that halal is now imposing on so many of our
foods.

I have left my most serious concern to last, but is it by no means
least.  Exactly where is all the money being made by halal certification
going?  Can we know for certain, without a shadow of a doubt, that it is
not being funneled into terrorist hands?  I don't think we can be all
that sure.

Please, please, please.......reconsider where we are heading with this
halal certification.  I am not against peoples having things that suit
their religion, but I am totally against it being forced upon all of us,
which is exactly what is being done.

Sincerely
Kaye M Bonato 
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From: Margaret Sands  
Sent: Wednesday, 17 June 2015 10:13 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Enquiry into Third Party Food Certification

Good morning

I welcome the enquiry into third party food certification.

I understand third party food safety certification as the company in which I
 am involved consults to businesses wanting to achieve food safety
 certification. We provide assistance to the companies to have their systems
 in place and then they are audited by a JAS-ANZ registered certifying
 organisation.

My concern is with halal certification. It seems that many of the products
 appearing on supermarket shelves are carrying the halal certified logo (in
 my supermarket on the Gold Coast, I cannot buy butter or chicken which is
 not halal certified). I accept that the Muslim population would be happy
 with this, but would they be just as happy if the food products available to
 them were marked with a Star of David or a crucifix? We all should have a
 freedom of choice and the food manufacturers are not giving non-Muslims
 that choice. Given that the proceeds of halal certification go to fund
 projects within the Muslim community, I feel I am being forced to support a
 faith which is not my belief. This near monopoly of halal certified food
 products is a means of imposing sharia law on non-Muslim Australians.

I therefore propose that:
· halal certified products should be clearly marked and manufacturers

should be required to offer products which are not halal certified;
· halal certification comes under the umbrella of JAS-ANZ and is open

and auditable in its operations;
· Sam Dastyari, a Muslim whose parents are Islamic preachers be

replaced as the Chair of the Enquiry as this is a conflict of interest,
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 given the proportion of Muslims in Australia and in the Parliament.

Yours sincerely

Margaret Bishop
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People in Charge of Everything including Cory Bernardi 

The Senate 

Canberra 

Re: Third Party Certification of Food 

Dear Sirs, 

I am most alarmed. 

I don’t want these funny labels on my food! Words like “Christmas” and 
“Easter” and “Halal” all belong in churches, not at my breakfast 
table! 

I mean, what is the world coming to when we can’t eat vegemite off a 
teaspoon without having to be reminded of the atrocities that are 
going on in some Catholic-run boys home right this minute! 

And what is “Halal” anyway? No one at the Upper Mogareeka Bowls club 
seems to know. 

Make it stop. Do something about it. 

The alarm has stopped ringing now. I think it was to do with Frank 
Hilderbrund’s Daihatsu Charade – the remote has been playing up all 
week and completely ruined the Ladies May Day Penant against Ettalong. 
(Congratulations to Daphne Lowe, by the way!!) 

Yours sincerely, 

Colin Perchnock 
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From: 
Sent: Wednesday, 20 May 2015 4:41 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: No to Halal

I am not religious

Why am i forced to eat food made according to an Islamic ideology. 

I cannot even buy food now that is not made according to islam for my baby.

Keep religion out of our food. 

Thanks

Kind Regards

Ralph Cerminara

This e-mail and any attachments may contain confidential information intended only for the

 individual or entity to whom it is addressed. If the receiver is not the intended recipient, you

 are hereby notified that any distribution, dissemination, or copying of the e-mail is strictly

 prohibited and will result in us telling your mum. If you have received this e-mail in error,

 please contact us immediately so we can send the men in black to wipe your memory. The

 sender of this e-mail accepts no liability for any damage or loss in relation to its unauthorized

 use
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From:  
Sent: Wednesday, 3 June 2015 11:43 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal Rort Submission

Hi

I believe in separation of state and church. And i also believe in separation of Religion and
 Food. When the Koran states and muslim can simply say "Bismallah" over their food to
 make it Halal why are we paying for it? 

What about people's right to not be religious at all ? Companies are now hiding the islamic
 logo from their products like cadbury have done and many others. I have the right to
 know if my food is made in accordance with something i don't believe in. If its got nuts
 and i have a nut allergy i don't buy it. If its made according to Islam, i am not a muslim i
 dont buy it. 

If companies want to be Halal Certified they should and must show this on their
 products so consumers can make informed decisions.
With the Halal Scam worth well over a Billion dollars all this money is going into
 Islam funded Islam supporting business people or Mosques, which i do not
 support.  

Thanks

Kind Regards

Ralph Cerminara

This e-mail and any attachments may contain confidential information intended only for the

 individual or entity to whom it is addressed. If the receiver is not the intended recipient, you

 are hereby notified that any distribution, dissemination, or copying of the e-mail is strictly

 prohibited and will result in us telling your mum. If you have received this e-mail in error,

 please contact us immediately so we can send the men in black to wipe your memory. The

 sender of this e-mail accepts no liability for any damage or loss in relation to its unauthorized

 use
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From: Alex Portnoy  
Sent: Thursday, 4 June 2015 9:53 AM 
To: Economics, Committee (SEN) 
Subject: Submission.

Dear Sir/Madam,

I am making a Submission to the Inquiry regarding "Third Party
Certifications of Foods".

PLEASE ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT **BY POSTAL MAIL** TO:

Alex Portnoy

Yours Sincerely,

Alex Portnoy
------------
Dear Madam/Sir,

Regarding the Halal Third-party Certification of Foods.

Please ban Halal certification of foods.

It is practically impossible to buy non-Halal chicken, beef or lamb. All
major players in our supply chains are now paying Islamic organisations
ongoing fees.  Halal slaughter is seen by non-Muslims as objectionable
religious rite and idol worship. We do not wish to be subjected to
unwanted religious practices.

Furthermore, working in the retail industry, it is an unwanted cost
burden on retailers that flows on to all consumers including myself.
Why should I pay for something I do not want?

Please write to me when done:

Alex Portnoy

Yours Sincerely,

Alex Portnoy
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From: Shriyan 
Sent: Sunday, 7 June 2015 9:37 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Submission - Third Party Certification of Food.

DEAR HON. REPRESENTATIVE OF THE AUSTRALIAN NATION,

Kindly consider this our Submission concerning Halal Certification.

1. Australian citizens of all nationalities & religious faiths are being subjected to
a tax by stealth through “Halal Certification”.

2. The supreme irony is that “Halal Certification” has nothing to do with the
Religious requirements of the true Muslim faith and in modern times is
nothing but a disingenuous method of collecting revenue. Refer:
 http://www.quran-islam.org/home_(P1).html

3. Even the ritual of Halal meat is deceptive let alone products like cheese, milk,
vegemite, cereals, sauce or chocolates etc. And yes; even Muslims are
unaware of this much less people who are not of the Muslim faith.

4. Australian society is a mix of many minority religious groups e.g. Buddhism,
Hinduism, Shintoism, Sikhism etc. etc. that do not demand any type of
certification.

5. “Halal Certification” of supermarket food products is a discriminatory
ideological tax or “jizya”. Almost every product on the Supermarket shelf is
covered by this “tax”.

6. The only beneficiary of this lucrative revenue stream [estimated @ AUD 13.0
million] is the Australian Federation of Islamic Councils Inc. and its
subsidiaries while genuine organisations like Legacy, Red Cross or Cancer
appeals etc. are reliant on public donations.

7. Halal Certification has been withdrawn in Sri Lanka where there are 2 million
Muslims or 9.7% of the population compared to 500,000 or 2% of the
population in Australia.

8. Food Standards Australia & NZ [FSANZ] is the official Government body that
protects the quality of the food we eat and no other form of Certification is
necessary.

9. There is no objection to Australian companies seeking Halal Certification as a
marketing tool for export to Muslim Countries.  But the associated cost must
be apportioned to the goods exported and not on products sold within
Australia.
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THE GOVERNMENT PETITION:

v  Based on the above rationale we appeal to all the Political Representatives of
 the Australian Nation for intervention to ban any form of Religious
 Certification of products manufactured & sold in Australia.

v  There is ample precedent to Government Intervention to protect the majority
 from exploitation by vested interest groups.

Sincerely

Sandeep & Rajani Shriyan 
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From:  
Sent: Wednesday, 17 June 2015 12:47 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATION OF FOOD

17 June, 2015<?xml:namespace prefix = o ns = "urn:schemas-microsoft-com:office:office"
 />

Committee Secretariat,
Senate Standing Committees on Economics
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra   ACT   2600

Submission for the Inquiry, closing 31 July, 2015.

THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATION OF FOOD

I am so disgusted with Australian companies paying for halal certification.  My
 understanding through research is that it is not required.  A prayer is all that is needed to
 make it halal.  Why are we being subjected to a religious practice that is not of our
 choosing?  Also, through research, other religions are excluded from buying the products
 with halal certification because that goes against their religion.  Also inspecting products
 that are halal certifies some companies do not put the logo on.  WHY IS IT NOT
 DISPLAYED?  Are they worried that the public will not buy their products?  The consumer
 needs to have all the information to make an informed purchase.  What did Islam
 followers eat, wash with, transport food etc. before halal certification?  I believe everyone
 has a right to believe in what they want, but not at the expense or impinge on others
 beliefs or rights.  How many Islam believers will donate to other religions or charities?  Yet
 this is what we are doing through halal certification, donating to Islam.  Why is the RSPCA
 not being harsher on the treatment of livestock as to their slaughter?  It appals me that

st
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 the animal can regain consciousness while it is being bled.  This is the 21  century with
 humane practices yet the halal/kosher method hasn’t changed in hundreds of years. 
 Again, why isn’t the RSPCA concerned with these practices?  I cannot believe that any god
 would want any of its creations in distress, so why would mankind assume these practices
 in god’s name?  I’m dumbfounded that our politicians are so blind to this.  This makes me
 question if they are getting a $$$ kickback.  I am so disgusted with the ugly side of
 mankind.  Seems we just don’t learn from the ugly parts of history.

I remain,

Yours sincerely,

Milda Pazereckas

PH:  
Email: 

PS  I will also be forwarding this letter in hard format via Australia Post.

Email sent using Optus Webmail
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From: Geoff Gellert  
Sent: Wednesday, 17 June 2015 1:21 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Concerns about food being labelled Halal Certified

To Senate Standing Committees on Economics,

As an Australian consumer, I am frustrated and concerned by the practice of halal certification in this country.

I do not wish to support any brand that pays an Islamic religious tax to have their product halal certified. Less
 than 2% of this population is Muslim and I do not want to fund special religious rituals or political campaigns
 to increase the presence of Sharia Law in Australia. I am also concerned about possible animal cruelty in the
 halal slaughter process. The Koran does not stipulate anywhere that a product must undergo certification for it
 to be halal.

Despite this, many companies are paying for halal certification and not displaying it on their labels or even on
 their websites. Sometimes it is even difficult to get such information when calling the company directly. What
 can be done about making it law to display halal certification on labels so consumers can make informed
 choices about the products they buy?

Yours Sincerely,

Geoff & Lois Gellert
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From: 
Sent: Wednesday, 17 June 2015 1:41 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Concerns about food being labelled Halal Certified

To Senate Standing Committees on Economics,

As an Australian consumer, I am frustrated and concerned by the practice of halal certification in this country.

I do not wish to support any brand that pays an Islamic religious tax to have their product halal certified. Less
 than 2% of this population is Muslim and I do not want to fund special religious rituals or political campaigns
 to increase the presence of Sharia Law in Australia. I am also concerned about possible animal cruelty in the
 halal slaughter process. The Koran does not stipulate anywhere that a product must undergo certification for it
 to be halal.

Despite this, many companies are paying for halal certification and not displaying it on their labels or even on
 their websites. Sometimes it is even difficult to get such information when calling the company directly. What
 can be done about making it law to display halal certification on labels so consumers can make informed
 choices about the products they buy?

Yours Sincerely,

Heidi Gellert
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From: Vicki Hohenhaus  
Sent: Wednesday, 17 June 2015 10:36 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: third party certification of foods

Dear Senate Committtee

As an Australian citizen I wish to state that I am against Halal Certification.

This is Australia.  If newcomers to our country do not like our way of life or food then they
 should just go somewhere that they do like.  It is not up to us to change to suit them.

It is getting harder and harder now when grocery shopping as I refuse to buy anything that
 is halal certified. 

I would also like to know why things like, horse rugs, vitamin pills etc have to be halal
 cert.  This certification is not necessary as I believe they can say a prayer over anything
 they eat to make it ok.

Please stop this certification.   Stop employers from sacking Australian workers so that
 muslims get their jobs.  This is not right.

Muslims do not own this country.  We should not have to bend over backwards to please
 them.

Regards
Vicki Hohenhaus
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Senate Standing Committees on Economics: Third party certification of food 

 

Religious Certification 

Australia is officially a secular country with no official religion and the population is made up of various 

religious, non religious, anti-religious and secular adherents and practitioners. 

 

Religious certified foods & goods may cause offense to large sections of the diverse Australian 

Community if they are unaware of the certification, the nature or purpose of the certification or a 

reasonable ability to purchase a non-certified product that better suits their belief system. 

 

Food manufacturers, preparers, importers and distributers are currently entitled to seek certifications 

and there are limited options available to prevent this as companies are entitled to seek & pay for such 

certifications, however, the consumer is entitled to be protected from such certifications if they are 

offended by them or do not wish to purchase, consume or support such certification. 

 

OPTION 1:  Limit Certified Food stuffs by demographic proportion at Point of Sale.  If a specified 

proportion of a population is 5% then a maximum of up to  5% of shelving space should be reserved for 

such certified food stuffs at Retail Outlets. 

 

Example: Australian Islamic population is 2.09% and general retails should at their discretion make 

2.09% of a single shopping aisle available to a accommodate needs of that group. This limit should not 

apply to retailers whose purpose is to supply goods to that specific demographic such as a butchery that 

caters to Halal Meats or a Kosher Deli. 

 

REASON: Point of Sale labeling of that aisle means that the ONLY CERTIFIED food is located in that clearly 

marked area of the supermarket. The consumer knows the remainder of the food stuffs is not religiously 

certified. 

 

OPTION 2:  Certified and non-certified product duplication, companies seeking a certified product must 

label the product on the front, in English in large letters “THIS PRODUCT IS “HALAL/KOSHER” CERTIFIED” 

and offer the consumer a non certified alternative. 

 

Example: Coles & Woolworths if deciding to stock Halal baked beans, must alongside this product offer a 

non Halal product from the supplier. 

 

OPTION 3: Naturally Halal products (milk, eggs, cheese, honey) could naturally carry labels (without 

certification) stating “NATURALLY KOSHER” 

 

The extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers 

 

Australian Consumers must be made aware of what the certification fees charged are being used for. It 



is not relevant if the food producer does/does not pass on the cost of certification as costs of good sold 

are always recovered from the consumer. 

 

The certifier must disclose if funds go off-shore or if certification proceeds remain in Australia and for 

what purpose. 

 

  

GMO Certification 

 

The issue of genetically-modified food is extremely important and the risk:value ratio is heavily in favor 

of the owner of the GMO technology and the consumer carry’s 100% of the risk. The risk carried applies 

to consumption of the foodstuffs, but also an environmental risk of allowing ‘genetically-modified food’ 

to permeate the environment. 

 

Unlabelled genetically-modified foods are already consumed by Australian’s unwittingly through pre-

prepared foods, highly refined food such as oils, sugars and starches derived from GM crops ie. canola 

oil or corn syrup do not need labeling.  GM food additives or processing aids, flavours , accidental 

contamination, remain unlabeled unless modified DNA is present (1%?) or modified protein. Food from 

restaurants currently exempted completely. 

 

Products with any GM content must be labeled. GM Technology and contamination has exceeded the 

consumers’ ability to differentiate and make an informed decision in their dietary intake. 

 

- Food importers must test for GM and clearly label the product as GM on the FRONT OF PACKAGE 

- Food importers must label country of origin on FRONT OF PACKAGE 

- Food importers must be liable for punitive damages for non-compliance 

 

If food importers find these requirements onerous, the option to source Australian/NZ produce that is 

GM Free is always available. 

 

EXAMPLE: 

 

Coles Tinned Beans – FRONT LABEL 

CHINA / GM Foodstuff 

or 

CHINA/  non GM Foodstuff / HALAL 

 

Edgells Tinned Beans – FRONT LABEL 

AUSTRALIAN  

*HALAL version in HALAL section of supermarket or HALAL added to front label, next to non HALAL tins 

of the same product. 

 



Coles Black Tinned Cherries  FRONT LABEL 

USA / non GM Foodstuff (+ Kosher if certified) 

 

Restaurant using Chinese Coles Beans – Must label on menu “Contains Chinese GM beans” 
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From:  
Sent: Monday, 29 June 2015 3:48 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Submission to Senate Inquiry on Halal.

Dear Senate Economics References Committee,

My name is                              . I am 59 years of age having lived in Melbourne all my
 life and currently living in the outer south east.

My wife and I are profoundly concerned about the takeover of Australia's food
 industry and other products and services for example transport, cosmetics, water by
 Muslims using Halal Certification.

What began back in the 1980's as Halal Certification has covertly, subtly and
 insidiously enveloped with octopus like tentacles virtually the entire food industry in
 Australia for example 80% of beef and chicken products, nearly all dairy, bread etc.
 One director of a Halal Certification Organisation currently in litigation in NSW
 courts against a group opposing Halal has said that water will become Halal.

The Koran says that in order for something to be Halal it only needs a simple Muslim
 prayer prayed over it. It does not require Certification. This is only done for making
 money ... nothing to do with the actual Muslim religion. It is a trillion dollar Global
 Industry and it is : Robbery, Fraud, and Extortion. Legislation must be passed to
 outlaw it and shut it down, penalties to be introduced and all money taken
 fraudulently to be paid back.

Muslims are 2% of Australia's population yet the other 98% of Australians are
 forced to submit to their Halal racket. My wife literally can not find non Halal
 chicken in the supermarkets. She can not find non Halal cheese either. Iconic
 Australian brands our now Halal such as, Vegemite, Kelloggs, Cadbury's and many
 others.
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The Companies, in order to afford the ridiculous and outrageous fees, have to pass on
 costs to the consumer and so we end up paying the Muslims for Halal food we do not
 want.

As a Christian my wife and I do not want to eat meat from an animal that has been
 faced towards Mecca, had a ritual Muslim religious prayer prayed over it and had
 it's throat slit.

Abbatoirs have to be re layed out and orientated to face Mecca which is a huge cost to
 the businesses involved. Also, the Muslim's discriminate as only Muslim Halal
 qualified and trained personnel are now employed.

The stated aim and agenda for Halal Certification in Australia is to take it all over
 entirely as well as the progressive takeover of Sharia Law as we see now occurring in
 the UK and Europe. Halal is part of Sharia law. Make no mistake.

The Koran specifically states more than once that the aim of Allah and the Muslim
 religion is to convert and change the whole world whether by covert or overt means.
 The insidious octopus of Halal is doing that economically to Australia and you are
 the Economics Committee.

Labelling is all over the shop. Some Halal is labelled, some are not, yet still Halal;
 other products like ice cream that have gelatine as an ingredient are not labelled
 Halal but the gelatine is Halal and so a Halal ingredient is being consumed
 unbeknown to the consumer. This is the case with cheeses and rennert which is a
 common ingredient of cheeses. Some cheeses are not labelled Halal but they are
 Halal because there is an ingredient in them that is Halal. (This is very deceptive.)

I would like to say to the Senate Committee and to the Parliament of Australia and to
 all non Muslim Australians to wake up and see what is really happening. The time
 for being overly polite and politically correct is over, as is tip towing around on
 eggshells and being terrified to offend or upset anyone is over.

If you do not act now it will be too late, (as they are now realizing in Britain and the
 UK.)
This Halal Certification must be exposed for what it is : fraud, robbery and extortion
 and legislated against and stopped. Muslim people can have their Halal food if they
 wish and their Halal shops but their food should not be forced down the throats of
 the other 98% of the Australian population and we should not be forced to also pay
 for what we do not want or did not choose. I read an excellent submission from a 41
 year old Queensland farmer who explained very accurately and in detail how the
 choice for non Halal food is running out. If this continues, we will have no choice but
 to eat Halal and so in this way it will be very literally forced down out throats.

As for funding terrorism I have heard many claims they are but have not rigorously
 tested these for myself so I will not make a big song and dance about it as if it's the
 only thing wrong with Halal ... there is much more, most of which I have outlined in
 this submission already. Having said that, I believe that some proceeds from  Global
 Trillion Dollar Muslim Halal Certification Organisations could end up funding
 violent and extreme quasi military type outfits or terrorists.

I would like to leave you with an interesting thought. What if I was to go over to a
 Muslim country in the middle east for example and try to sell a Christian
 Certification scheme for food blessed and sanctified to the God of Abraham, Isaac,



 Jacob and the God and Father of our Lord and Saviour the Lord Jesus Christ ... you
 know ... the ONE you say prayers to in Parliament House all the time? I would be
 chased out of town in a cloud of dust to the whooshing sound of meat clevers and
 sabers whizzing around my ears.

Now that I have prosecuted my case, the prosecution rests. Over to you. You have all
 the power and authority to do something about it because you are in Parliament
 House in Canberra running the country.

Thank you for reading my submission and for your participation and work in this
 very important and necessary Senate Inquiry.

Kind Regards to all and a special cheerio to Senator Cory Bernadi, Senator Nick
 Xenophon and Senator Jacqi Lambie.

Yours Faithfully,
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Noel W Jackson PhD  

 

16
th

 June 2015 

 

Honourable Members of the Economic References Committee 

For the Inquiry into the Third Party Certification of Food. 

 

(Please Note :- My name may be listed on web regarding my submission; but please 

do NOT list my address, email or telephone number.) 

 

Dear Honourable Members, 

 

My overall opinion is that any third party certification of food, if allowed, should 

not under any circumstances result in any payment, whatsoever, to the third party 

certificating organisation. I propose that such payments be unlawful. Such third party 

certification should be done purely as service to the consumer for the consumer’s 

information. Further that the Australian Tax Office monitor for compliance regarding 

no payments; if the above proposal is adopted 

 

A. These certification schemes whether they be organic, kosher, halal, genetically 

modified or other nature again should be for consumer information and not 

some “back door” money raising scheme. 

B. Current labelling requirements for food stuffs from these third party certifiers 

for the benefit of a small section of society. There appears no clear system for 

placing these third party certifying labels on food stuffs. 

C. This labelling seems to operate on an ad hoc means. Some food companies’ 

pay the certifying third party and in particular I cite halal certification; but 

then do not label their goods for fear of consumer backlash or the food 

producer hides the, for example, halal certification inside the package that the 

consumer cannot see until they arrive home and open the food packaging. 

Alternatively, consumers may need a magnifying glass to see such labels – 

usually these certification labels are not prominent, if they exist at all.  

This is clearly an effort to deceive the consumer. 

D. There is no clear advice in these third party certifications as to what they mean 

in order to assist the vast majority of consumers to make their purchase 

decisions. Citizens should not need a Degree in Consumer Law to go 

shopping. These third party certifications are making life complicated. 

E. Details of fees paid to third party certifiers are not readily accessible. Only 

when person or persons take significant time and personal resources to 

investigate such matters that some idea of such fees are discovered. Clearly, 

any cost to the producer/ manufacturer from these third party certifications 

entails passing this cost onto the consumer. This then becomes a pseudo tax on 

consumers who are forced to pay for this tax-like fee  or additional cost, 

whether they support the certification organisation or not. Only the Australian 

Federal, State and Local Governments have the right to impose taxes and not 

some third party food certifiers by some “back door” method.  

Some third party certifiers exist to serve a tiny minority of the consumer 

public; but all consumers end up paying for these certification. Some of these 

third party certifications may offensive to consumers and it should be their 

choice whether to buy such certified products or not. 



It should be noted that not all third party food certifiers demand a fee to use 

their certification. 

F. There might be an argument to use third party certification for exports. 

Perhaps exported goods only need be labelled, or as I stated in my opening 

remarks that no third part certification under any circumstances should result 

in any payment whatsoever to the certificating organisation. This would mean 

that there was no additional cost to pass on to consumer, since fees to third 

party certifiers would cease; which would result in lowering of costs to the 

consumer and simplify packaging of products.  

G. Financial information and details about third party certifiers of their financial 

activities should be publically available. These details, in particularly, should 

show how the funds were used and the Australian Tax Office should have 

official oversight and monitor their financial activities. I understand that, in 

some cases, significant sums of money are involved. 

 

In summation, I strongly urge that the making of any payment whatsoever to 

third party certifiers for such certification be made unlawful. Further that the 

Australian Tax Office monitor these third party food certifying organisations to 

ensure that the proposed no payment provision for third party certification be 

upheld.   

 

 

 

 

End of Submission 
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My submission is based on making an informed purchasing decision in relation to 
purchasing food. I am unable to do this in relation to halal products.   I am strongly 
opposed to halal certification based on the fact that it is a  tax associated with a 
religion which I find anathema to my values.  In many cases the food is not labelled 
as halal  and I am unaware that I could be purchasing a product that has money 
being paid by the manufacturer to an Islamic organisation.  There is no ability for 
me to choose or reject the product.  By buying the product I am financing Islamic 
values in various ways and in the case of meat condoning the cruelty of Islamic 
practices.  I do not wish to do this.  Trying to monitor which products are halal or not 
through websites and pamphlets is virtually impossible. "
 Legislation should enshrine that halal products be clearly labelled as such to 
enable consumers to make an informed choice.  "
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Inquiry into Third Party certification of food

To the Senate Committee,

Please consider my submission

I am specifically against Halal certification for the following reasons:

It is to do with Islam and I am not a muslim.
It is completely unnecessary – I cannot emphasise this strongly enough.
All products that are certified halal are not necessarily labelled as such, so how can a consumer 
know?
The whole process and point to certification discriminates against other religions and cultures.
It is taking away from my freedom choice.
And that the funds are not transparent to community scrutiny.

Senators, I ask you this question that if the Catholics demanded the same, would Muslims be happy 
to pay for it via their food purchases?  I think not.

Thank you for your time and consideration? 

J.Burge
June 2015.
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Re; Certification fees 
  
Many companies eg; Kraft, Cadbury, Bega, Sanitarium, Kellogg’s etc. certify some of their products and not 

others but often label none.  By not labelling their products that ARE certified (for which fees are paid) they 
deny me the option to pick and choose, therefore I choose to buy neither their products nor those of their 
affiliates.   

 
The presented argument that economics of a single packaging line for both Australian and overseas products 

is made moot by NOT labelling these products as halal, as this is the given reason for paying the certification 
fees in the first place.  This lack of labelling is simply to blindside Australian consumers to the fact we are being 
ripped-off.   By far the greatest percentage of these “certified” products are sold either in Australia or into other 
non Islamic countries.  Allowing this rort to continue is NOT IN THE BEST INTEREST of the Australian public. 
Annually millions of dollars are ripped out of consumers’ pockets paying the fees charged by these organisations 
with little or no taxes paid on these fees collected, so we lose twice.  First individually, when we pay at the 
supermarket, then again, when these funds are sent overseas ALL of Australia loses again. 

 
Whether these funds raised from certification fees are used to build Mosques, Islamic schools, pay the legal 

fees of criminals like Haron Monis, channelled to Terror organisations as has been proven in other countries 
(Canada, US, EU. We have just turned a blind eye and not investigated it) or simply lining the pockets of some 
rip-off merchant.   Some of these “Certifying Agencies” employ neither an Islamic scholar nor a food scientist, 
and so are not recognised by many Australian or overseas Islamic authorities, therefore certifications offered by 
these companies are invalid, yet are still allowed to operate and impose fees.   I DO NOT wish to donate ANY 
monies to ANY RELIGIOUS IDEOLOGY, Halal, Kosher or otherwise, You want it, YOU PAY.   I will not support those 
that inflict these unwanted and unnecessary extra costs upon me, nor those that allow it to continue! 

 
The animal treatment and slaughtering practices associated with these certifications are condemned by any 

civilised culture. I have worked in slaughterhouses for several years and have seen this first hand.  I do not wish 
for more animals to suffer in this way nor have MY meat prepared in this manner. 

Many foods, such as Fish, Milk, Fruits and Vegetables & products are naturally Halal, WHY are we paying 
certification fees on these??  This practice is even against Islamic Law; Al-Qur'an [Al-Ma'idah: 87, 89] "O those 

who believe, do not make unlawful good things that Allah has made lawful for you, and do not transgress. Verily, 

Allah does not like the transgressors. And eat any lawful, good thing from what Allah has provided for you, and 

fear Allah whose believers you are."   If someone is in doubt about what to eat, one simply says a prayer 
(Bismillah).    

 
The list is endless; clothing, cosmetics, pharmaceuticals, cleaning products, packaging, tins, plastic 

containers, toothpicks, Easter eggs, pet food, plastic wrappers and even truck drivers are being charged 
certification fees which must (by law of economics) then be passed on to consumers, and still we are told this is 
not a rip-off??  Simply put... This is no more than a global 3 trillion per annum rort.  

  I am totally sick of these issues constantly being swept under the carpet, MY RIGHTS, the RIGHTS of 98% of 
AUSTRALIANS, DENIED...  One Australia, One law... for ALL who wish to live here. (United we stand...)  

 
 “Dhimmitude” -- Type it into Google and have a read. Pretty interesting; Dhimmitude is the Muslim system 

of making subservient and controlling non-Muslim populations, by the TAXING of non-Muslims in exchange for 
tolerating our presence AND as a coercive means of converting people to Islam. 

Halal Certification = Dhimmitude, by stealth, aided and abetted by businesses and an Australian 

Government that seem to have forgotten “WE VOTE”! 

Sold Out. 
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Third Party Certification of Food

Dear Sirs and Madams,

I am writing in relation to the proposed Senate inquiry into food labelling. As a concerned Australian there are a 
number of issues that I would like you to consider. I also have some concerns that I hope the results of your enquiry 
will allay.

Firstly I am worried about how eating halal certified foods will affect me. Being a rather brave and inquisitive woman 
(even if I do say so myself,) I recently tried a few different brands of crunchy peanut butter; Kraft, Sanitarium and 
Dick Smith. I discovered that while all three brands tasted good, the two halal ones (Kraft & Sanitarium) spread 
better on my toast. For reference I have included photos:

 My questions in relation to this are as follows:

1. Is it the halals in Kraft & Sanitarium crunchy peanut butters that make them so much easier to spread? 

2. Sanitarium is supposed to be owned by the Seventh Day Adventist church. Yet they have halal certification!!
 Does this mean ISIS has taken over Sanitarium? 

3. Will eating halal certified peanut butter turn me into a mooslem?

My second question is with regards to sugar. You are no doubt aware that Australian Sugar is all halal certified. 
Because Australian made sugar is halal, to avoid nasty halals I can no longer eat any sweets made using sugar 
produced in Australia. 



My concern is that Australia Sugar's halal certification is a lefty conspiracy to force us all to eat better. This is no 
doubt in retaliation to Fiona Nash effectively canning the healthy food rating website because of pressure from 
Alastair Furnival. Could you please investigate? I don't want to stop eating sweets or eat halal peanut butter as I’m 
worried that if I do it might turn me into a mooslem. (I really don't have time to pray 5 times a day and I can't speak 
Arabic.)

Thank you for considering my concerns. It is comforting to know that you speak on behalf of REAL Christians. May 
the Lord grant you peace in knowing that True Believers like myself back you 100 percent and are ready to take up 
the sword in a new crusade against the evil mooslems any time you command it. We will not take this mooslem halal 
rort without fighting back.

Regards 

Kathryn

P.S. Please change the law to allow us to bear arms. Personally I prefer swords and bows and arrows but a machine 
gun would suffice. I’m great at shooting the turtles in Mario Brothers so I think I would be an effective killing 
machine if needed. However, I’m not up on zombies so in the event of the zombie apocalypse, I’ll just have to pray 
for the second coming of Jesus.
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Third party certification of food
Senate Standing Committees on Economics
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600

16th June 2015 

To: Senate Economics References Committee

Dear Committee Members:
I write this Submission with reference to Halal Certification to Domestic consumer 
goods. As a citizen I find it deeply concerning that I am made to pay more for my 
groceries just so that the Islamic community can meet their dietary requirements.
The Islamic community make up only 2% of the Australian population so then why are 
the 98% of us paying for their lifestyle choice? And it is a lifestyle choice, they chose to 
be Muslims, they chose to follow the religion of Islam and they chose to follow the 
teachings of the Qur’an. 
I do not follow the Qur’an, I am not a Muslim, and my food does not need to be halal. So 
why am I paying for something that I do not need or require? I am of the belief that it 
should be user pays. If they require special dietary requirements then they pay for it. It’s 
their choice. Also, having done much research I have found that halal certification is only 
a recent phenomenon having been around for just the last 30 years. Why was it not 
required the previous 1370 years? I can tell you why, it was because back then all they 
had to do was pray over it. That word is “Bismillah.” Also the Qur’an clearly identifies 
halal as meaning permissible and since the Qur’an is the literal word of Allah, Allah 
passed on to the messenger Muhammad through the Qur’an, who said “Today the good 
things are permitted to you, and the food of those who were given the Book (being the 
Jews and Christians) is permitted to you, and permitted to them is your food.” 
Allah also stated “Eat what they seize for you, and mention God’s name over it.” 
Muslims need only to bless their consumer goods at the time of consumption and the 
goods are truly halal (permissible) and that blessing is “Bismillah.” Nowhere in the 
Qur’an does it state to have and maintain a halal certification scheme.
In any case Muslims do not require halal food at all as they are free to eat anything that 
isn’t deemed haram (not permissible) and yet increasingly all our food is halal.
The Australian population is being ripped off with the compliance of slaughter houses 
and manufacturers for they now carry out processes which are inspected by a Muslim and 
a Muslim group issues a halal certification certificate if it complies with sharia law. So 
we pay for this even though we, the ordinary Australian do not require our food 
production to comply with sharia law.

Australia should not under any circumstances be complying with these religious food 
laws of Islam or allowing sharia law to be enforced over us by stealth. 



Why are food producers being co-opted as agents of Islamization and pathways to 
transfer an Islamic religious food tax from unwilling consumers (being us) to Islamic 
groups?
Also in my view it is a breach of the Australian Constitution and a failure of the 
Australian Government to protect and enforce section 116. “The Commonwealth shall 
not make any law for establishing any religion, or for imposing any religion observance.” 
Halal food is simply a religious food tax imposed by Muslims onto non-Muslims. Food 
prices are increased as manufacturers pass this totally unnecessary set of extra costs onto 
unsuspecting consumers. Our freedom of choice is taken away as food becomes halal and 
more expensive and failure to provide non-halal food is discrimination against the 
majority (98%) of Australians. Many immoral manufacturers who sign up to halal 
certification do not even label their food as halal. So they are misrepresenting their 
product under labelling guidelines which is illegal. Failure to adequately label food is 
against the competition and Consumer Act 2010 (formerly known as the Trade Practices 
Act 1974) which contains a general prohibition against conduct that misleads or deceives 
or is likely to mislead or deceive.

The whole halal system is a rort and I can tell you why: Halal certification is a 
commercial market: The rort continues as certifying agencies only have access to certain 
markets, so if a producer wants access to many markets do they pay multiple halal 
certifiers?
Since some overseas countries also want to charge fees for market access you can easily 
see that this is simply a rort on us non-Muslims as Muslims are providing nothing at all. 
They simply look and dictate and hand out a certificate but the do not produce anything, 
they just charge and idiotic companies pay and we pay because companies pass on the 
costs.
Some claim this benefits Australia because we reach the Islamic market but this is sheer 
nonsense as the non-Islamic market covers 80% of the world and therefore companies 
should be producing for that market so there is no need for us to be made adhere to sharia 
law and to pay for the imposition of sharia and halal certification which we do not want.

In my opinion if companies want to tie themselves to the Islamic world and submit to its 
control they should separately produce their products to suit, at the cost of their Muslim 
purchasers/consumers but do not pass those products and extra costs onto us the 80% 
world population and 98% of Australians who are not Muslim. Muslims in Australia 
make up 2% of our population so let them import their special dietary halal requirements 
if they are incapable of eating ordinary food. In which their Islamic texts and laws allow 
anyway!

Some people claim that his no different to Kosher food which is rubbish. Jewish food is 
produced in small amounts, is clearly labelled, is sold in separate areas of supermarkets 
or specialty shops and not forced onto others. The Jewish population has a bigger 
population here in Australia then the Islamic community.
Indeed Jews never force or impose their specific dietary needs onto others while Muslims 
aim to impose and force Islam and sharia law onto everyone! 



As for Islamic countries themselves, my investigations have noted the instability and 
economic failure of these countries despite oil (Libya & Iraq being the most recent of 
examples). And with the very high cost of food as a percentage of income, for example: 
Egypt, Tunisia, Pakistan pay 3 to 5 times what we pay as a percentage of income so the 
obvious thing would be that this is a bad market to be tied to and that most of these 
Muslims would happily buy cheaper food, halal certified or not. If you are starving and 
you got to eat, then you can’t be choosy. All the costs involved in this halal rort make 
their food as well as ours unnecessarily more expensive whilst these Islamic halal 
certifiers pocket the cash for their own nefarious agendas. This is a worldwide rort where 
businesses’ are told they must buy halal certification to sell to the Islamic market here or 
overseas while certain Muslim groups make a financial gain. The halal food industry is a 
falsely created market that Muslim countries would buy our food, halal or not.

Halal food is like the absurd halal makeup and halal applications for computers and halal 
pet food schemes. So what you’re telling me now is that Muslims eat this stuff as part of 
their dietary needs? Give me a break. It’s a word that we a forced to pay for when we 
don’t want it. We pay more, so does the ordinary Muslim who is also subjected to mind-
manipulation and fear tactics to force them to buy only halal certified food while their 
laws note that such obsessive insanity is blameworthy extremism.

We must not be subjected to or made to pay for Islam’s dietary requirements/ food 
fetishes/ halal/ haram et al. This is a totally unnecessary rort on non-Muslims (and poor 
Muslims) to benefit certain Islamic individuals and groups and to put us all under sharia 
law. If businesses are stupid enough to tie themselves to this market then let the end user, 
the Muslims, pay for their food fetishes but we must not tolerate an Islamic religious food 
tax being passed to us via failure to label and identify the product as halal or failure to 
provide an alternative.

I have some questions for this committee and the Senators which I require answering:

1. Why do we allow an Islamic religious food tax to be charged on our food with 
the resulting higher prices when we do not want Halal inspections or Halal 
certification?

2. Why are laws not protecting us from companies who mislead us by failing to 
label all their products Halal?

3. Why are we allowing Islamic control of our food production?
4. What inducements are used and what control is exercised to make our food 

producers/manufacturers agents of Islamization and collection agents for 
Islam’s religious food tax?

5. How did Muslim’s eat before Halal certification?
6. How were we able to sell into the Islamic world before Halal certification?

If it is ok to establish a halal market then is should be ok to establish an anti-halal market, 
am I right? Because you can’t be discriminatory about these things now can we? 
I await manufacturing entrepreneurs who recognise an Australian market for food that is 
not halal and the growth of this market in England, Europe, USA, Japan, China, Thailand 



and other Buddhist nations, South Korea, Christian Africa, central and south America and 
others who do not want to fund an ideology that has slaughtered and enslaved people in 
the past and the present.

Let it be known that every time we buy halal food we are paying an imposed Islamic food 
tax that goes straight into the coffers of Islamic groups to be used to further their cause 
and not for the benefit of the wider community, you know, the 98% of us!
We are also aware that these taxes do not go to charities as they tell us but to build more 
mosques, which are command and control centres as told to us by the President of Turkey 
himself Recep Tayyip Erdogan when he said “The mosques are our barracks, the domes 
our helmets, the minarets our bayonets and the faithful our soldiers.”  Does that sound 
like a house of worship to you? I don’t hear the Jews and the Christians saying that.
The taxes also go the Islamic schools which again are recruitment and indoctrination 
centres for soldiers of Islam and the halal taxes are used as Islamic influence and 
infiltration in the unending quest for absolute dominance and the rule of sharia. You think 
I am kidding? Have a read of the Qur’an.

In conclusion ‘Food Standards Australia/ New Zealand’ (FSANZ) determine the labelling 
code and therefore enforcement and interpretation of the code is the responsibility of  
Stat/Territory Health Departments within Australia and New Zealand to make it clear 
that all halal food  and products are clearly labelled in large print where every consumer 
can see it on all products whether they be packaged or unpackaged goods at no further 
and additional costs to the consumer so that we as consumers can at least have a choice 
not to buy them.

Regards

Troy Anthony Holt  
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Dear Sir, I read with interest that you have forced a parliamentary inquiry into halal and kosher 

certifications.  I believe this is a good move. 

 

I wish to make a couple of points on this matter. 

 

- Money raised is said to be used for funding Islamic schools and purposes. Some of those purposes 

are support of Islamic charities, however it is true that some of these charities are overseas. It is 

generally accepted that these charities overseas allow the funds to become 'unseen' and that they 

can then be sent on to IS and other nasty Islamic terrorist organisations. I believe your inquiry should 

look at this and not limit itself to just the Australian apparent disposition of the funds. 

 

- There are more than 30 Islamic halal certification agencies in Australia. I believe there is just one in 

Indonesia, and just one in Saudi Arabia, to name a couple of other countries. Why should we need so 

many in Australia?  A while ago on ABC there was an interview with one of these certifiers and he 

bragged about being in it 'for the money' and that it had made him a millionaire. This would appear 

at odds with the actual Islamic principals and also at odds with the religious tax exemption applied to 

these bodies. Why so many certifiers in Australia? How many of these are accepted by our Islamic 

trading partners?   

 

- On a visit to the Middle East (for work) I noted that not all the products for sale were halal certified. 

A more broad range of products (some questionable) are certified in Australia. Why? For example: 

tampons, plastic containers, milk, and many other weird items...  Why is this? I believe the enquiry 

should make comparison with certified goods in Australia with what is actually certified in Islamic 

countries that Australia trades with. 

 

- While we see meat as necessary to be halal certified for export, why is meat for local consumption 

certified when only 2.5% of the population is needing halal products?  Not all abattoirs export their 

meat but these remain halal certified. Is all meat Kosher or just that potion destined for the Jewish 

market. How does Kosher and Halal certification compare when the markets are compared? 

- When meat is killed it is destined for a particular market. The abattoirs do not determine which 

market the meat is headed for after killing, but before. This begs the question of why halal certified 

meats are forced upon the 97.5% of the Australian population that does not need it. 

 

- What products that are certified do not get exported at all? Why are these then certified?  

 

- Some institutions refuse the certification process. For example, Maleny Dairies and Lindt Chocolate 

(and there are others of course). What is the impact of this failure to certify?  What pressure has 

been put on these companies to certify halal by the certification agencies? Is this pressure fair if it 

exists? 



 

- In the case of Lindt Chocolate. It was reported in The Courier Mail on the day of the infamous siege, 

that a certifier (named in the report) was present in the café before the siege commenced and that 

the siege began after he left. Given that Lindt Chocolate had steadfastly refused certification, and a 

major certification agent was in the café minuted prior to the siege, is there a connection and is this 

something that the Australian Government and people should be concerned about? (I am 

concerned...). 

 

-Reviewing the website http://www.halalchoices.com.au/ shows a large range of products certified 

that one has to wonder about. Will you review this and make a determination on the efficacy of this 

list and the reasons why such a broad range of seemingly everyday items not for export should be 

certified and whether coercion is used to gain this certification? 

 

- Please be aware that the cartoonist and writer, Larry Pickering, has performed  a large amount of 

research into this topic. A search of his website is here http://pickeringpost.com/search/halal                 

Will the Senator review this research with a view to examining the efficacy of it and whether this 

research is valid as input to his inquiry? This would be recommended. I am sure Pickering will 

accommodate the inquiry with his evidence. 

 

Senator, I fear that this is a form of 'tax'. When I speak to my federal member, Mr Keith Pitt, he 

assures me this is not the case and appears to see this as a nothing. However in instituting this 

inquiry you clearly share concerns with many of the public and wish to learn the facts. I implore you 

to be wide ranging, to not restrict your inquiry to the Australian mainland and to look further afield; 

i.e. what does happen to the funds sent overseas to charities? What are the external links of those 

charities? Is this really a storm in a teacup? Why is this measure forced upon a population that is 

97.5% non-Islamic? It may be stated that this measure is not forced upon the suppliers but once in 

place, the costs are certainly forced upon the consumers, no matter how much denial ensues from 

those suppliers; they remain in profit and must cover all their costs. 

 

* Labelling Transparency – certifications are hidden from consumers as a means of lying due to 

publicity and perceived loss of sales to those who do not support that certification. This is 

unacceptable. Consumers must be able to make an informed decision about their purchases without 

being lied to by manufacturers and/or distributors and packaging companies. If the companies 

concerned (one example is Cadburys chocolate) are so sure that having a halal certified product is all 

right then why must they hide the fact from the local consumers. 

* Monopoly – aren’t these illegal? With almost every abattoir certifying meat as Halal then there is a 

religious monopoly that should be illegal as monopolies are. With a mere 2.5% of Australians 

requiring Halal certification this is unacceptable. Certainly meat for export to Islamic countries will 

need to be halal, but not domestically consumed meat. The result is that 97.5% of Australians are 

being forced to contribute to Islamic needs when most would probably choose not to contribute to 

others’ religious wants if there was a choice.  Can we imagine the uproar if the Catholic Church were 



to place a 1% surcharge on all our bills for household goods and groceries. The poor feeling about 

Halal is the same issue. 

* Relevancy of goods being certified as Halal.  By definition, Halal describes what is lawful for 

Muslims to eat. Halal food laws are based on interpretation of the Quran, the Muslim 
scripture, and set out the range of beverages and foods (including meat) that are acceptable 
for Muslims to eat.  Given this definition, why is it that consumer goods purchased by all 
Australian are certified as Halal when they are non food items? For example, tampons and 
other women’s hygiene products, plastic containers, etc. [see halal choices web site for a  
list].  How can these inanimate items be not permissible in the Quran and require 
certification? This leads to the perception of Halal in Australia being a rort; an impost upon 
the people in the manner of a Jizya. Such a perception is creating much of the current 
unhappiness of this topic. 

 

[* Jizya. Under Islamic law, jizya or jizyah  is a per capita tax levied on a section of an Islamic state's non-
Muslim subjects, who meet certain criteria. The tax is and was to be levied on able-bodied adult males of 
military age (but with specific exemptions).  This Halal certification when seen as an impost becomes 
also seen in this form. Any such Islamic tax is clearly illegal under Australian Law. ] 

 
 

 

Thank you Senator for initiating this inquiry. I wish you luck and a clear result. 

 

Kind Regards 
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Submission to the Senate regarding Third Party Certification of Food

To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
 
Subject: Food Certification

IMPORTANT: Do not publically include my name, 
 or any contact details on this Submission.

Good Morning, 

I am writing to express my opinion on Third Party Certification and Food Labelling

For consumers, knowledge is king when it comes to the the products we buy – for example 
What is the country of manufacture? How long ago was it made? What is it made of? Is there 
particular instructions for use? Who made it etc? This is especially important when people 
require full disclosure on foods and goods that may impact their dietary or medical 
conditions. 

Likewise it is important to know if there have been additional costs added onto the base-price 
of the product through Certification - the heart foundation tick, halal, organic, kosher, genetic 
modification etc. It is important to know these things, so as a consumer I can either support or 
deny that product or producer or retailer my purchasing dollar.

For people of different religions and cultures, information is also important – for instance a 
Sikh or a Hindu cannot eat meat killed in a ritualistic manner – which means all halal and 
kosher certified meat is denied to them. Devout Christians too feel uncomfortable eating halal 
foods for similar reasons. Muslims and Jews likewise require informed choice because they 
have particular dietary requirements as enforced by their cultures and religions.

Since I do not fall into a specific religous or cultural type other than an ordinary Australian 
consumer, my particular problem lies with money raised via Halal Certification; although I 
likewise have concerns whether or not other Certifications – in particular, the heart 
foundation tick is accurately applied, or if the Certification was purchased, but the product 
does not really meet the standards of Certification, e.g. that the product is not ‘heart-healthy’ 
yet bears the tick.

My particular concern lies with Halal Certification. I am particularly concerned about where 
Certification fees go, and if by buying a halal certified product I am unwittingly funding both 
the spread of militant Islam in Australia, and terrorist groups overseas. To even have a single 
cent of mine funneled to such activities is abhorrent to me. 



Also concerning is hearing about bullying and intimidation of growers, farmers, 
manufacturers, retailers, and transport companies by certain people when these groups either 
fail to renew Halal Certification, or do not take it up in the first place. In a free Australia there 
should be no place for intimidation and bullying of ordinary people.

Other people have legitimate concerns about the methods of halal slaughter – about animal 
pain and suffering, and do not want their dollars funding such slaughter techniques.

What I would like to see is not only complete and truthful labelling of products, but also full 
transparancy on the Halal Certification scheme. I would like to be able to go to a Government 
website and type in the name of a Certifier (taken from the label of a product) and find out 
the following details: 

How much money has been raised by that Certifier; Where the money has gone locally – for 
example as political donations, and as religious or other donations to individuals, mosques, 
Islamic bookshops, Islamic schools, and other Islamic centres and organisations. I would also 
like to know if money has been channeled overseas. In short, I would like to know who 
exactly is benefitting from money raised from ordinary Australian consumers via religious 
taxation without the consumers’ knowledge or consent.

Given the rise and rise of militant and extremist Islam in the West, it should be common 
sense to find out if Halal Certification groups are helping to fund militant and extremist 
activities.

These are my concerns, I would also like the following questions raised at the Senate enquiry.

Q. What right does 2% of the Australian population have to inflict a religious tax on the 
majority non-Islamic population?

Q. Why are foods and products that are naturally ‘Halal’ or permitted, required to have Halal 
Certification in Australia?

Q. Why are certain products that are not for human consumption (e.g. cat food), required to 
have Halal Certification in Australia?

Q. Given that Halal Certification is only a relatively recent phenomenon in Australia, what 
did Muslims in Australia eat before official Halal Certification?

I ask that you will give my submission due, complete and proper consideration.

Thanking you in advance.
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Submission to the Senate Inquiry into Halal Food Certification Schemes 
 
Dear Senator Bernardi and Members of the Senate Inquiry, 
 
As a proud citizen of a strong Christian Australian nation I have been made 
aware recently that Halal certification affects many of the products I choose 
to own and purchase from the big chain supermarkets. There is even Halal 
certified water, why, there are also processes underway to certify salt, flour, 
fruit juices, soup, sugar, milk… even children’s ice cream. 
 
Do you know when certification first began? 
 
Two thousand and one. September 2001. How does that coincide with your 
post-9/11 conspiracy. It’s incredibly obvious (after it was pointed out to me 
on the Reclaim Australia website). A foreign substance is introduced into our 
precious bodily fluids without the knowledge of the individual. Certainly 
without any choice. That’s the way your hard-core extremist works. 
 
I first became aware of this during the physical act of love. 
 
A profound sense of fatigue and a feeling of emptiness followed. Luckily I 
was able to interpret these feelings correctly. Loss of essence. I can assure 
you it has not recurred. Women sense my power and they seek the life 
essence. 
 
I do not avoid women Senator, but I do deny them my essence. 
 
Yours Sincerely, 
 
MH	  
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by Jack Cade

If there was ever any doubt in your mind about the real intentions of Muslims, both in Australia and 
around the world, then no doubt should remain after the truth about Halal certification is exposed.

Do Muslims have a right to procure Halal food and products for their own consumption? Yes they 
do. Do Muslims have the right to impose Sharia law upon the whole of the Australian population and 
demand extortionate fees for Halal Certification resulting in higher costs? No, they don’t!!!

At a recent meeting of the Islamic Global Halal Congress held in Pakistan, the Grand Mufti of Bosnia, 
Mustafa Ceric called upon all Muslims to, “Conquer the world through the Halal movement, as Halal 
means pure and hygienic and the non-Muslim world will have no choice but to accept it.”  He went 
on to say, “The Halal certification movement has the strength to lead Muslims to rule the global 
economy, as food and other services are the basic need of every human being”.

Therein we see the truth of their intentions. Ceric claims Halal means ” . . . pure and hygienic . .”  
That is the first part of the lie.  Halal simply means permitted or lawful in accordance with Sharia law 
and that Halal products don’t contain ingredients/components forbidden under Sharia. It has 
nothing to do with purity or hygiene and besides, they are already covered by Australian laws.

Ceric then went on to say that Pakistan could become a Halal hub in the region and it has the 
potential to earn billions of dollars through Halal certification and that Pakistan is held in high 
esteem for its role in ethnic cleansing. Ethnic cleansing?  So, forcing non-Muslims to consume Halal 
products is ”ethnic cleansing”?

If you asked the average Australian if they would agree to the introduction of Sharia laws to replace 
our existing laws or to rule parallel to Australian laws, the majority would answer with an emphatic 
no. Yet, when there is mention of halal certification all that can be heard is a pathetic whimper 
about resulting higher prices. Is that because the average Australian isn’t aware that Sharia law is 
being surreptitiously imposed upon them through halal certification?

That’s right, halal is part and parcel of Sharia law and we have been unwittingly subjected to Sharia 
law since around 1983. And, our various governments have been complicit in allowing this aspect of 
Sharia law to expand into a completely unnecessary and immoral financial impost upon Australian 
citizens who are in the main unknowingly financing the intended Islamic domination of Australia and 
the Western world.

Let us not forget the underhanded deceit being practiced by some Australian businesses who at the 
first sign of a backlash against Halal certification either failed to put the Halal certification symbol on 
their products, or removed the symbol to hide the fact that the product was subject to Halal 
certification, or placed the symbol in places on their product that would make it difficult to detected.  
One business put the symbol on the inside of their packaging so that consumers didn’t see it until 
after they had opened the package.  That is plain and simple gutless dishonesty.



Recalling that Halal is required by Muslims as a means of ensuring that the food they eat is not 
contaminated by swine or swine by-products, animals not slaughtered in accordance with Sharia and 
Halal, etc then why is there a need to have Halal certification on bottled water, coffee beans, nuts, 
toothpaste, mouthwash and plastic packaging, just to name a few?  Go to the following link and look 
at the list of Halal products:  www.halalchoices.com.au

Ask yourself where all the money raised through Halal certification goes.  Who benefits from the 2 
trillion dollars raised annually throughout the Western world by this Sharia tax that is sanctioned by 
our various governments?

Do we see donations to music, art, Australian charities, hospitals, medical research, state education, 
indigenous Australians, pensioners or disabled veterans?  No you don’t, so where does this 
enormous amount of money go.

Regardless of what Islamic leaders want to tell you, they consider the payment for Halal certification 
a tax, or as they call it ‘Zakat’.   According to the Qur’an, the Zakat funds must be used for the 
following purposes for Muslims alone.

1.The Fuqara poor. They are the poor who do not beg for support.

2.The Masakin. The destitute; They are the poor who beg for support.

3.Amil’ Zakah.  Those who administer the collection and distribution of the Zakat funds.

4.Mu’Allaf. Those who may be enticed to Islam as well as new converts who need financial support.

5.Riqab.  Those in bondage; Those Muslim slaves who may have their freedom purchased.

6. Fi sabi `Lillah. Those who are fighting in the Cause of Allah, e.g., the Mujahideen.

7. Ibn as’Sabil. The wayfarer; Muslim travelers who need assistance while on a journey.

8.Gharimun – ‘people burdened with debt’

Does this mean that Australians are contributing to Islamic wars and terrorism aimed at the takeover 
of the Western world? In my opinion, yes we are. Are the young radicals departing Australia to fight 
with ISIL having their fares paid from this tax?  In my opinion, yes they are.

Let us not start on the disgusting cruelty to animals to ensure that they are dispatched in accordance 
with Sharia law and Halal.  But, please think about it because it is sanctioned by our governments 
and animal cruelty organisation view it with one eye half closed.
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Subject:  Halal certification. 
Date: Sunday 24th May 2015, 11am, just after mass. 
 
Dear Mister Senator Cory Bernardi, 
 
First of all I would like to thank you for speaking 
up on behalf of the majority 
of upright, uptight, right thinking, morally superior 
Australians. Me and the 3 other submissions at the 
submission interwbz URL site page. 
 
I am glad you have raised the important issue of 
halal certification at this important juncture in the 
maturing Australian political climate. 
 
Of course I noticed the outrageous halal 
certification of Vegemite. VEGEMITE!!! That 
bastion of important Australian cuisine and 
important culture. This is morally prehensile!!! And 
an assault on our refined pilates.  
 
If this wasn’t enough of an encroachment on our 
white Australian heritage! During the Easter 
festivities it came to my attention that my local 
bakery were selling halal certified Hot Cross 
Buns!!!!!!!!! The horror!! The travesty!!!! Trying 
to convert us to their religion through our 
traditional Easter treats and apparently as you so 
rightly highlighted, funding a terrorist war with the 



certification fees. I bought some just to sample 
this abomination and I can assure you the taste 
and sensation was everything I had expected. The 
after taste, pure evil. 
 
I don’t know where these Muslims get off 
poisoning the body of Christ with their weird 
religious death cult spices. How do they import 
this halal from their country anyways??? And how 
does it pass our strict quarantine laws?? I’m sure 
Barnaby would have something to say about this 
also, what with the poison berries and the Boo and 
Pistol scandals compromising our border security. 
 
What next? Halal in our Cherry Ripes? Halal spiked 
Clinkers, Violet Crumbles? Sunny Boys? In baby 
food or baby formula? Yes, that's where they will 
start, on our impressionistable youth. 
 
Trusting you will right this assault on the 
Australian way of life and our important family 
values. 
 
Regards, 
Yours in collective bigotry, 
Dame Ethel Yarwood (*Ms)-- 
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Dear Corgi Bernardi –  
 
First of all, I’m thrilled that you’ve finally been given a job! I know 
you’ve been busy flogging books for the last two years, but it’s 
hardly our $195k/annum’s worth, so six months investigation into 
conspiracies already disproven by the Australian Crime Commission 
is really bringing home the bacon … or tins of non-Halal PAL, or 
whatever.  
 
I would simply ask that the committee broaden the inquiry to 
uncover the real hidden truths in the underbelly of Astrayan society. 
For example, “The Voice” judge Ricky Martin has a beard and is 
clearly a Muslim and not reflecting Astrayan values. Did we learn 
nothing from 9/11 when re-badged Qantas planes flew into the War 
Memorial in Hyde Park and the lefty ABC media distracted us by 
focusing on New York ?  
 
Richard Wilkins is another one to watch out for, he was actually the 
only person ever to land on the moon, with those who are credited 
with such actions all being Muslim and insane and never having 
landed there at all. Guy Sebastian’s family own all of the peanut 
butter franchises in Australia, some under false names, and are 
ripping off mums and dads and cricket fans and ceiling fans and 
fatuous families out there in Struggle Street in the real Astraya. It’s 
got to stop and you are the only one who can stop it. Stop it. Stop 
it.  
 
Yours Sincerely,  
 
Ms Pauline Pantsdown  
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20 June 2015

Senate Economics References Committee
www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/OnlineSubmission

Dear Sir/Madam,

Senate Inquiry Into Third Party Certification Of Food

Thank you for the opportunity to make a submission to the captioned Senate inquiry.  I refer below to 
the Terms of Reference ’a’ thorough ‘g’ for this inquiry.

a. the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not limited to, 
schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and general food safety 
certification schemes;

Domestic and export markets appear to have a high and growing demand for a variety of food 
certifications.

Where demand is high, the economy of scale related to an increased market for a product should 
absorb the incremental cost of certification on a per unit basis.  If the new market generated by the 
certification is so small as to not absorb certification cost through economy of scale, the unit cost will 
increase.  This increase is unlikely to be sustainable in a competitive environment and in this case it is 
possible that a business would apply certification costs to the portion of the market requiring such 
certification.  The certified production would then essentially produce a specialized product sold at a 
higher unit cost than their non-certified products to recover certification costs.  The continuing 
availability of that certified product in this case would be subject to sufficient market being willing to 
pay the necessary certification premium.

A premium can be observed for some certified products in local shops, such as organic certification 
where there are many non-organic alternatives competing with a lower retail price.  Kosher 
certification of a product may be a specialty item with a premium retail price due to limited market.  
Halal certification of a product may reduce the retail price of a product where the market is 
significantly expanded as a result of certification.

There are reportedly some whose beliefs prevent them from consuming foods prepared under one 
or more certification schemes related to religions.  For example, if one product is predominantly 
certified for halal, those prohibited from consuming halal products may have to pay a premium to 
purchase non-halal products, if available at all.  Market forces should ensure suitable product 
availability for those individuals if they form a large enough domestic and, if applicable, export 
market.  Only in specific cases where basic needs are unavailable on reasonable terms to meet 
legitimate requirements should the government need to address this non-certified supply issue.

b. current labelling requirements of food certification schemes;

Current labelling of certified foods is often not clear or difficult to find, such as hidden inside the 
product packaging and sometimes appears to be missing altogether.



c. the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees;

Clear identification of certifications is important for those that insist on certain certifications or 
absence thereof.  Food products that have been subjected to fees by an accredited certifier or are 
marketed and sold under a food certification scheme should have a formal label or symbol that 
clearly identifies the specific certification on the outside of the product packaging.  

d. whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make informed 
purchasing decisions;

Current information is insufficient.  Certification schemes need to be based on published standards 
so that consumers of certified products can be confident that the relevant manufacturing standards 
and restrictions have been applied.  These published standards should form the basis for typical food 
industry compliance audits which food companies must pass from time to time in order to maintain 
their products’ certifications.  

For example, there is anecdotal evidence of cases of cruel treatment of animals related to halal 
certification of meat products.  Published standards must conform to Australian law.

e. details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and the potential 
for these to impact on prices for consumers;

Companies producing certified products should be encouraged but not mandated to disclose costs of 
certification fees paid to accredited certifiers.  This would help ensure that certification costs are 
competitive and reasonable.  The impact of these fees on unit sales prices would depend on 
production volumes and other information which may be commercially sensitive and variable by 
location.

f. the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and returns to 
producers;

Certification schemes such as halal are important for many export markets and create higher 
exports, higher returns for producers, more income for service providers, higher employment and 
higher tax revenues for the benefit of many.

g. the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including, but not 
limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any related matters.

The public should have access to sufficient information to confirm that;
o Certifiers are accredited.
o Certifiers do not have to meet specific religious, race, gender or other discriminatory 

standards to be accredited.  
 For example, it is important that non-Muslim organizations and individuals 

irrespective of their gender, race or sexual orientation are able to be accredited 
to certify halal processes.  This will help promote competitive certification costs 
and prevent monopolistic behaviors that might otherwise require ACCC 
regulation.  Unfortunately, there appears to be requirements to limit Halal meat 



preparation to Muslims approved by a religious authority.  
www.islamiccouncilwa.com.au/halal-certification/halal-guidelines/ 

 Representatives from about 32 countries, including Australia, recently met in 
Istanbul for a conference “against non-Muslims interfering in Halal issues.”  “All 
participants agreed that the interpretation, standardization, regulation and 
application of Halal is regarded as an act of worship. The crafting of Halal 
standards requires inter alia the skills of qualified Muslim theologians who 
possess in-depth knowledge of Islamic Law, which is based on Qur’an, Sunnah, 
Ijmah and Qiyas. Halal Certification by non-Muslim entities is deemed null and 
void in terms of Islamic Law.” 
http://www.halalcertificationturkey.com/en/2015/06/muslims-gathered-in-
istanbul-against-non-muslims-interfering-in-halal-issues/

 Should a religious blessing by a religious practitioner form part of a certification 
process, then consideration should be made to allowing an accredited religious 
practitioner to be subcontracted by the certifier for that part of the process for 
a reasonable fee.

o Certification processes are audited as per normal industry guidelines and practices
o Certifiers and certification organizations must behave in accordance with Australian law.  

Financial records need to be maintained and are subject to audit as required by law.   

This Senate Inquiry is encouraged to make it clear to the public that foreign laws including 
Islamic Law have no standing in Australia and that the Australian Government will not bow to 
Islamic Law or other foreign laws with respect to Third Party Certification of Food in Australia.

Sincerely,

Wayne Karlen

http://www.islamiccouncilwa.com.au/halal-certification/halal-guidelines/
http://www.halalcertificationturkey.com/en/2015/06/muslims-gathered-in-istanbul-against-non-muslims-interfering-in-halal-issues/
http://www.halalcertificationturkey.com/en/2015/06/muslims-gathered-in-istanbul-against-non-muslims-interfering-in-halal-issues/
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It concerns me deeply, that today we don’t know enough about our food.  Recently, 

we’ve had scares with imported food, concerns about genetic modification, Halal 

certification, country of origin, Kocher, artificial preservative, artificial colours and 

preservatives.  

 

One of the most concerning thing, is that manufacturers of packaged food continue to 

try and hide details from the consumer using confusing terms or do not label.  I 

personally spend a lot of time trying to find fine print on country of 

manufacture/origin and it is often buried somewhere in small print amongst a myriad 

of irrelevant information. 

 

I believe this enquiry has the power to mandate that all the above concerns are printed 

with symbols on the barcode of the product along the lines of the below: 

 

 
 

I believe that with all the concerns, at least all of the above should be compulsory to 

be provided to the consumer clearly on the barcode, so it can be easily seen.   

 

Sugar, Salt, Energy(KJ) etc. are always displayed clearly in the nutritional 

information and I believe that system is working well to inform the consumer. 
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Inquiry: Third party certification of food

    I object to any product being Halal certification paid to dubious authorities by 
manufacturers and then the cost passed onto consumers. The legality of that cost, being a 
religious endorsement, being passed onto consumers has to defy some law in Australia’s 
legal system. Non believers, Religious believers such as Christians, Buddhists, Hindu’s and 
many other religious sects may not know they are funding Islamic organisations including 
funds being filtered to terrorist groups around the world. I am sure the general public do 
not know they are paying this tax and where that money is distributed to.

    The companies that pay for the Halal certification seem to want to conceal the fact they 
are paying for this tax and conceal that the cost is being passed onto consumers.                                                                                                         
Manufacturers have the right to pay for Halal certification but they should have no right to 
pass a religious tax onto the consumers, which 98% of the Australian populations are not 
Muslims. The fact they are passing this cost and if illegal may have to refund consumers, 
which will count for millions of dollars for each product.

The logos are so small and hidden, in one case coon cheese hide the logo inside the 
wrapping! The stores that then sell this Halal certified food should be required to inform 
consumers that that product is Halal certified, what it means and how much in cost, then 
the consumer would have a choice but not one retailer is doing this. We have 
manufacturers doing their best to conceal the logo, and retailer’s not informing people of a 
hidden tax on the products they sell.

Is this Halal certification money legal to be passed onto to consumers.

Do the Manufacturers have the right to place minuet logo’s on their labels, instead of 
larger Logo’s with a warning or information on what Halal means

Do the retails have the responsibility to inform the consumers of an Islamic tax, or 
information warning consumers what the tax is used for.

The legality of this tax is of great concern to myself and many consumers.

Rob Harrison
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Submission to the enquiry into the Third party certification of food.

Dear Sirs,

Whilst I object to the extent of the Halal Certification of products, I do not object per 
se to Halal Certification as it is the right of every person to be able to comply with the 
rules of their religion, be they Jewish, Buddhist, Hindu, Christian or Muslim.

Having said that, I believe the current situation with regard to Halal has become 
exploited along the way. The original requirement for Halal Certification was both 
reasonable and organised, but in the past few years it would appear the companies 
being approached to have Halal Certification on their products have no link to the 
Halal laws within Islam and it has become a money making scheme for a small 
number of individuals and small groups with no basis in Islamic law.

The main laws involving Halal surround food with many being the “type” of food 
rather than how the food is killed. For example fish do not require any special killing 
ceremony or packing system, the rule decrees that certain types of fish are off limits 
to practicing Muslims and others are OK. Yet, some Smoked Salmon producers 
(Tassal for example) have been approached and persuaded to add the Halal 
Certificate in order to be ”acceptable” to Muslims and to open up their market to an 
extra 300,000 potential clients in Australia and even more overseas. This is a fallacy, 
but the companies are evidently unaware of the Halal rules and pay out substantial 
sums for this fake “bonus” market.

The main area where the Halal rule is required for Muslims is in the slaughter of 
meat. As these specific laws were written around 1400 years ago – before electricity 
was invented – the slaughter entails a single cut to the neck of the animal and a 
specific process of cleaning and treating the meat beyond that. This was perhaps the 
kindest method of slaughter in its day and due to the unsanitary conditions of the 
time, the whole Halal (and Kosher of course) process was actually very useful to 
protect against illness and worse. In those days pigs were dirty animals and so were 
off the menu, but today times have changed and there are no risks today as there were 
back then. It is perhaps sad the religious rules cant be updated now that we have more 
humane methods of slaughter, but as they cant it is essential that Halal Certification is 
allowed and protected for the slaughter of meat destined for consumption by those 
who want it. 

However, two conditions should be applied to this availability. Firstly, the product 
MUST be clearly marked on the outside of any package that contains Halal Certified 
or Kosher meats and secondly, there HAS to be an easily available source of NON 
Halal or Kosher for those that want it or who object to the considerably crueller 



method of slaughter required for Halal. It is ridiculous in a country of 22 million that 
virtually all meat should be Halal when less than 3% of the population want it. 

To stop the potential rorting of the system in regard to other products, there should be 
ONE board for Halal Certification and it should not “sell” its services to companies, 
but offer them free as it is a service to a religious minority and as such should be paid 
for BY the religious institution assuming they want it. The religion is subject to tax 
avoidance and therefore has untaxed funds which they should set aside for the 
purpose.

The Halal laws should be written up and made very clear so that companies cant be 
“fooled” into believing their product could gain by being certified. A recent case 
reported a Horse blanket manufacturer being approached on the basis of having 
certification adding 300,000 potential new customers. Of course OBVIOUSLY there 
is no law in regard to Horse (or camel) blankets in the Muslim faith. 

In closing, I would emphasise that ALL food that is produced for ANY specific 
dietary requirement MUST be clearly marked on the outside of all packaging for 
display in store. This would include, Peanut Free, Gluten Free, Sugar Free, 
Vegetarian, Kosher and Halal and at this time, while most of these ARE displayed, as 
it is in the interest of the company as well as the purchaser, Halal is far more difficult 
to identify and I suspect that is a part of the reason it has attracted such an extreme 
reaction from the public. 

Thank you for your time.

David Hanison
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Hi - as a Muslim it is very important for me to ensure that the meat 
I am taking is prepared according to the way I am allowed to. The 
Halal certification is just a way for me to ensure that all the 
principles are followed. When I go out to dinner I just look for the 
Halal certificate from the restaurant and that is usually good 
enough for me to believe that all is good. In its absence I will 
have no way to find out that the raw meat I am buying or a 
restaurant I am eating in is offering the meat as per my 
requirements. I actually don't know what I will do if this 
certification is not there. There is definitely no way Muslims will 
start buying meat from non-halal outlets - probably what will happen 
is that it will just redirect consumers to a few handful shops who 
individuals will know personally that it sells halal meat. In my 
personal case I will definitely stop eating out or will reduce it to 
really a minimum.

I am surprised to see the bias and hatred people have demonstrated 
against this certification - it is beyond understanding how a simple 
thing s turned into a huge hype and fobia.

Regards,
Farhan Zia
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Ladies and Gentlemen of the Committee for Inquiry into Food Certification Schemes 

I would like to bring to your attention an article in the Guardian UK: 

http://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2014/may/08/what-does-halal-method-
animal-slaughter-involve 

The article states that 12% of the animals slaughtered in UK are not stunned before 
killing.  As per the above article, to prepare halal meat, “the animal has to be alive … 
and the animal's throat must be cut by a sharp knife severing the carotid artery, 
jugular vein and windpipe in a single swipe”. 

While I do not have statistics on what percentage of animals are killed in Australia 
while still conscious and, obviously, alive, even a small percentage of animals killed 
while still conscious is most inhumane.  It would not be an excuse to say that “only” a 
small percentage of animals are killed while still conscious.   

We, as humans, are better than that.  On the one hand the public is clamouring for ban 
on export of live animals because of the way the animals are being treated in the 
country of import, one the other hand, we seem to be no better and do the same here 
in Australia, but in the name of religion. 

Halal and any similar method of killing animals should be banned.  Animal cruelty in 
the name of religion or any other reason is not acceptable.  Animals deserve better 
treatment and humans owe it to other species.  Animals deserve to be treated the way 
humans are treated, with care and compassion.  This is what differentiates an animal 
in the jungle killing its prey and humans. 

Thank you for your time. 
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RE: Economics References Committee into Third Party Certification of Food

I believe that for society to be free and open, that fundamentally citizens of that society 
must be allowed to freely exercise their individual choices, and that this is most 
important in commerce of all things. It is within this context that we are faced with Halal 
certification, which is no less than a formal way to certify that the meat from an animal, 
or more commonly that the animal by-products contained in a product, have been 
prepared in such and such a way, or the animal slaughtered in a fashion, that is 
compliant to Islam. That is that an animal has been killed in a way that is in agreement 
to Allah, and that this symbolizes a sort of sacrifice to Allah, or his will, implied in the 
following of the way of slaughter instructed by Allah himself through his prophet 
Mohammed.

I believe that in a free society citizens should have a choice whether they consume 
animal meat, or products containing animal by-products, prepared in this way. I support 
certification in that it confirms that this is the case for the hypothetical products in 
question, so that an informed choice can be made. However, without mandatory labeling 
of such certification there really is no benefit to the end consumer, and so begs the 
question, what purpose otherwise could certification serve? Particularly when there is 
an exorbitant tax levied on such certification, which microeconomics tells us is passed 
on to the consumer (without their knowledge) the extent of which depending on the 
elasticity of the demand curve. In any case, consumers now are paying an effective tax, 
which the government has never levied, and which the consumer is not informed of. 
She/ he is not given necessary information 1. concerning the preparation of the product 
and 2. of the tax which is levied onto the consumer. This must be remedied.

Notwithstanding the tax that is levied, information on how a product is prepared is 
necessary, particularly when it goes to what a free and liberal society is and the secular 
nature of free societies, in which citizens are free to practice their religion without 
discrimination from government. That is, every man, women and child should be free to 
choose to follow his/ her religion and its teachings. If there are citizens in Australia who 
choose to follow the religion of Islam’s teachings that they must consume Halal meat 
and animal by-products then they should be allowed.  However a free society that 
allows the free practice of one religion is neither a totalitarian states that imposes 
the religious beliefs of the few onto the many. It is therefore very important that the 
citizens of that society be given the freedom of choice as to whether they too want to 
follow these teachings and consume these products, a choice that can only be made with 
information. That information would only come through clear and transparent and 
visible labeling of the Halal.

For example, as a Christian, I believe in Christ and scripture, which explicitly instructs 
me not to follow foreign Gods. I believe that in a free and open society that I should be 
free to practice my religion. However, as a Christian I am not able to practice my 
religion, because I cannot discern between Halal and non-Halal products because there 
is no information clearly labeled that a man or women could identify as such or 
otherwise. I believe that as a follower of Christ I should not be consuming meat 
that has been sacrificed in the name of a foreign God, Allah, while Quranic verses 
or prayers are recited as the animal slowly bleeds out. In principle this is following a 
foreign God and goes against the teachings of Christ. However, freedom to practice my 
religion within Australia has been taken away by the presence of Halal and without 
labeling. I am in effect forced to consume these products, a practice which through not 
requiring proper labeling the government is endorsing and which is indirectly 
discriminating against me as a Christian citizen. This is unacceptable government 
religious discrimination.



I also believe in the rights and welfare of animals, and so as I choose to buy eggs based 
on information present in clear labeling of non-cage eggs, similarly I demand to know 
how the animal was slaughtered, and I personally don’t believe that slaughtering an 
animal by cutting its throat and waiting for it to bleed out as strict adherence to 
the 7th century Islamic practices demands is humane. 

In relation to taxes. I believe I should have a choice of where my taxes go to, and in a free 
society with representative government I vote based on this important principle of no 
taxes without representation, which is a governing principle of the modern free and 
secular state. When it comes to Halal taxes then I have no say. The say of where these 
taxes go to is left to Muslim clerics, whom do not represent me. For there exists evidence 
that these taxes are being spent on the Muslims exclusively, specifically through the 
teaching of Islam within society through the funding of prayer halls and Muslim schools. 
The most troubling aspect of this is that the taxes gained from undisclosed taxing of 
society are being used towards proselytizing of Islam within society, so taxes are 
being used to fund the spread of a religion that most of society I don’t even believe 
in. 

For those of us who have chosen to look into important questions for ourselves, rather 
than believing what we are told by others, or forming opinions based on what we want 
to believe and then holding onto them emotionally defending them but yet never 
checking their authenticity by studying source texts; we have studied the Quran as well 
as the teachings and life of the prophet Mohammed within the Hadith and the Sunnah, 
and studied medieval Muslim texts on the history of Islam and how Mohammed himself 
and the first followers of Islam themselves interpreted Mohammed’s life and teachings 
and personal acts of spreading Islam by the sword. If Mohammed were alive today he 
would be a member of ISIS. That Islam teaches imposing Islam’s will onto others. This 
is simple fact, which the bigots will scream with venom is “racist”, but not checking for 
themselves whether this may be true or not, or realizing that an ideology of multi-
ethnicities is not a race of people but an ideology exactly as Communism or Nazism is an 
ideology. For it is the very same texts that we have studied that ISIS point to as their 
inspiration and instruction. For example, Al Baqdadi, the self-appointed caliph of Islamic 
State, was born and raised as a Muslim, and he has a PhD in Islamic Law. And a great 
number of Muslims agree with his interpretation of Islam. ISIS is now enjoying 
increasing shows of solidarity from the Middle East and from across the Muslim world – 
and also from Western countries such as Australia. These Muslims know their religion. 
There is nothing that Islamic State is doing that is un-Islamic. They follow the Sunnah 
(examples set by their prophet) to the letter. Muhammad raided villages and towns, 
destroyed temples, massacred his captives, enslaved and sold their women, tortured his 
enemies, and as he repeatedly bragged, he cast terror in the hearts of unbelievers. I do 
not support Islam, through the fundamental ‘Trojan Horse’ teachings of Al-Hijra 
found in the Hadith, imposing itself onto free Western society. 

I am not Muslim. I support Muslims free right to consume Halal. I do not support 
Islam’s right to impose Halal onto me. when a man’s freedom is taken from him, when 
he finds himself oppressed and the political mechanisms for free and open discourse 
broken by leftist bigotry, he will find other channels which history has shown us. It is 
time for the Australian government to have the courage and strength to put down these 
minority of totalitarian Stalinists who want to control the debate towards their own 
political ideology of political correctness by shutting down free inquiry and to give the 
Australian people back their freedom once more. This is a critical test for our childrens’ 
future.
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Iris Tisdale 

It is my will to officially voice my concerns and opinions regarding 

Halal certification and the impact on Australia.

Points I need to highlight;

MAJORITY - This is Australia, why should the majority pay more for 
something that has nothing to do with the majority? If the Government 
decided to place an extra tax on food, there would be a revolt.

DISCRIMINATION – Forced and non-labelled halal is discrimination 
against non-Muslims and against Human Rights.  The public’s choices are 
being affected, and this is unacceptable.

JOB LOSSES – Discriminates against Australians as jobs are being lost, 
and more are jeopardised as a result of Halal certification.

ETHICAL AND MORAL GROUND - It is against my ethical, moral and 
religious beliefs to consume food which has been blessed by any 
God/ideology/belief.

HALAL ESSENTIAL - If only halal can be consumed by Muslims, how did 
they ever travel to non-Muslim countries?

ANIMAL CRULETY IGNORED - The animal cruelty involved in non-
stunning is a disgrace and religion/ideology, is no excuse for ignore 
animal or human rights. 

LABELLING - Labelling is now deceptive and misleading to the general 
majority.  Halal product should be labelled so individuals have choices as 
they once were.  

FOOD QUALITY REPUTATION - Australia’s reputation for quality food 
must not be compromised in any circumstances.

HALAL DOMINATION – This is a very disturbing trend and if Halal 
Certification is not controlled, Australia producers and consumers will 
loose control over their products and the food market.  

WHERE IS THE MONEY TRAIL? – An extremely disturbing fact that no 
one knows who or where they money is going.
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Those are my concerns and with my 80 years of wisdom and knowledge into 
Australian culture and the Australians way of life, I have some very valid 
concerns where this country is heading.  I will also add here I thank my 
daughter for her skills to allow my voice to be heard.

I am a pensioner who has worked hard from the age of 15 to contribute to 
the growth of this great country. With recollections of how the community 
went without and pulled together after the war (WWII), I am astonished and 
appalled, how we are allowing other countries cultures to colour and form and 
distort Australian culture.

This is Australia; this is our country, our laws and our culture.  I see a not so 
gentle push to manipulate what has made this country great.

Never before have I seen the ‘Wogs’, far from a derogatory term, with the 
true meaning being Western Oriental Gentleman, make demands when they 
migrated to Australia.  They were grateful for the opportunity afforded them.  
They worked hard, and contributed greatly to the growth of Australia.  For 
their efforts, they were able to build a solid and prosperous future for their 
families.  Such gratitude that saw names Australianised in an effort to be 
more Australian.  A little gesture that spoke volumes for the gift they were 
given and the appreciation they felt.

This is a far cry from what I see today.  I see a culture that constantly makes 
demands, and Halal certification for food to be suitable to eat for whom?  I 
object to eat meat, which has been treated with such cruelty, not stunned 
before killed, is nothing short of an animal rights disgrace.  

NON-MUSLIMS SHOULD NOT BE MADE TO PAY MORE!   I have no 
problem with Muslims doing what they want in Muslim countries, this 
is Australia, it is not a Muslim country, I am Australian, and I object. 

We have a world-renowned reputation for safe and quality food.  I believe this 
is not be luck, but by good standards required by the food industry.  Will the 
next demand by Halal certifiers for Halal certified food inspectors?  This is not 
such a far-fetched idea, and the possible repercussion to Australia’s food 
quality and has an impact on our exports globally. 

LAST TIME I CHECKED THIS IS STILL AUSTRALIA.  

If Muslims could not eat food, which was not halal, how did they ever 
travel from Islamic countries?  This is nothing but a sham to raise 
revenue and hold western countries to blackmail.

This is a push to take control of the food industry and I have heard from 
many sources of Australians loosing their jobs because this certification, as 
there is now a push moving Australians out of jobs to comply with Halal.  It 
appears initially it was only slaughterman who were loosing their 
jobs, now there is evidence the supply and delivery chain is also 
being affected.  
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I have concerns about suppliers now removing the halal certification 
from products.  Products that I would avoid because I could identify them 
are now not on packaging. This is immoral and unethical and it is 
nothing short of deception.  

Another point of charging a tax on Australian food is there is no clear 
indication of where the money is going.  I have heard vague references 
to money going to fund schools and mosques, but that is not adequate 
information for the public or the tax department.

I believe my basic human rights are being abused as stated in article 
18 of the ICCPR, Human Rights Freedom of Though, Conscience and 
Religion or Belief, Point 2

https://www.humanrights.gov.au/freedom-thought-conscience-and-religion-
or-belief

1. Everyone shall have the right to freedom of thought, conscience and
religion. This right shall include freedom to have or to adopt a religion
or belief of his choice, and freedom, either individually or in community
with others and in public or private, to manifest his religion or belief in
worship, observance, practice and teaching.

2. No one shall be subject to coercion, which would impair his
freedom to have or to adopt a religion or belief of his choice.

3. Freedom to manifest one's religion or beliefs may be subject only to
such limitations as are prescribed by law and are necessary to protect
public safety, order, health or morals or the fundamental rights and
freedoms of others.

4. The States Parties to the present Covenant undertake to have respect
for the liberty of parents and, when applicable, legal guardians to
ensure the religious and moral education of their children in conformity
with their own convictions.

I trust the committee with seriously consider the ramification and they 
will review and assess without bias, as I believe several persons on the 
committee did not agree with the inquiry.

Thank you,

Yours sincerely 

Iris Tisdale
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From: Mukhtiar Singh  
Sent: Friday, 19 June 2015 8:09 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third party certification of food

Dear Sir,

I am sick and tired on Halal food being forced onto us. The major supermarkets and other
 corporations sell only Halal food which is certified by the Halal certification
 authorities. Besides paying these extortion money to the Halal authorities, which
 ultimately adds to our cost, no one knows where this money ends up.

Sikhs are prohibited to eat meat cut/ prepared according to any religious rites including
 Halal and Kosher. We need an option where non-Halal/ Kosher or meats is
 prepared without religious rites being read.

Regards,

Mukhtiar Singh

Phone:

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au
mailto:Natasha.Rusjakovski@aph.gov.au
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From: Zachary Martin 
Sent: Sunday, 21 June 2015 10:45 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Submission to "Third party certification of food" inquiry

Dear Sir/Madam,

I would like to make a submission to the "Third party certification of
food" inquiry, as follows. You have my permission to publish my
submission:

On the one hand, some people opposed to halal or kosher food base
their opposition on alarmist and hateful ideas.

On the other hand, some people have a genuine religious objection to
eating halal and kosher food, which objection must be respected.

For example, Sikhs are prohibited by their religion to eat Kutha meat,
which is defined as halal and kosher meat. According to the Sikh Code
of Conduct (Sikh Rehat Maryada), the second cardinal sin is "Eating
the meat of an animal slaughtered the Muslim way" (source:
http://www.gurunanakdarbar.net/sikhrehatmaryada.pdf page 21). (While
in the Indian context in which Sikhism originates, Halal meat is very
common and Kosher meat rather rare, I am led to understand that this
prohibition applies to Kosher just as much as to Halal.)

Among Hindus, while many Hindus are vegetarian, many of those who do
eat meat are also opposed to eating Kutha meat.

It is concerning that in this country that meat produced by
halal/kosher slaughter is often sold without being clearly labelled as
such.

I am informed that most chicken is hallal slaughtered, and it is
difficult to source non-hallal chicken.

I also understand that Kosher abbatoirs sell the hindquarters of the
animal for non-kosher consumption, since there are tissues in that
part of the animal prohibited in Kosher (the "chelev" fats), and
selling the entire hindquarter is considered more cost effective than
separating the prohibited from the permitted tissues within it.
However, this results in Kosher slaughtered meat being sold without
being labelled as such - it will not be labelled as Kosher since it
contains the prohibited tissues unseparated.

For a person who wishes to follow the Sikh/Hindu religious practice of
refraining from eating Kutha meat, these practices make it very
difficult to do so. If all meat slaughtered in the Hallal and Kosher
manner were clearly labelled as such - including meat from
Kosher-slaughtered hindquarters - it would be far easier for those who
wish to refrain from Kutha meat to do so.

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au
mailto:Natasha.Rusjakovski@aph.gov.au
mailto:maratreans@gmail.com
http://www.gurunanakdarbar.net/sikhrehatmaryada.pdf


I am neither a Sikh nor a Hindu, but my own religious practices
include refraining whenever possible from eating Kutha meat. I have
been inspired to do this by the Sikh religion, and incorporate that
into my own religious practice.

I do not bear any ill will towards Jews or Muslims: while I disagree
with their religious beliefs, they have my respect. But I would say in
response to the suggestion that refraining from Kutha meat as a
religious practice is somehow anitsemitic or Islamophobic: that
suggestion itself is a form of religious hatred, more specificially
Sikhophobia and Hinduphobia.

Sincerely,
Zachary Waldino Martinez
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From: Judy Crane  
Sent: Sunday, 21 June 2015 1:25 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third party certification of food

I was unable to download the submission form in any of my three browsers so have to

 email it
I am strongly critical of the practice of being forced to pay, against my wishes, for

 something that only 2% of the population want. I understand that kosher certification is 
 paid for by the Jewish community so I don’t have a problem there but Halal is paid for by 
 everyone. There does not seem to be any one body overseeing this. Where do all the 
 profits go? I have spoken to people in the food industry who say they are advised to get 
 halal certification and told ring this mobile number, send the guy $2 000 and you will get 
 it. No inspection at all. Easy extortion money for some. Sounds illegal. Most of our 
 abattoirs are muslim dominated with add-on costs of $28000 being spoken of. Why does 
 it need to cost so much? Our meat prices are exorbitant now- lamb used to be cheap now 
 I never eat it because of the price. I eat mainly chicken and pork. Pork is so much cheaper 
 than beef & lamb as is not eaten by muslims. I see a real connection there.  It’s also a 
 sneaky tax as many  foods which are halal are not labelled as such. How then do the 
 muslims know whether to eat it or not? This also makes me think that is is more for 
 extortion to raise money for islam than for any direct benefit to muslims. I don’t know 
 why companies try to keep it secret- we can’t boycott their foods as most seem to be 
 halal- but you can only find out by researching on the net, so that you are unaware that 
 you are paying for this. I don’t like animals being submitted to the cruel slaughter 
 methods used by muslims. I have visited many muslim countries and seen the lack of 
 humanity shown to animals by them and feel this insensitive and barbaric attitude has no 
 place in Australia or indeed in the 21st century. Food prices are so high in this country I 
 don’t know how pensioners can afford extra costs for religions which also conveniently 
 don’t pay any tax. Are the ‘halal enforcers’ paying tax on all their profits? Does the gov’t 
 even know who all of them are? If we must have it it should be gov’t (Australian) 
 controlled and subject to compulsory labelling. This can all be paid for by the muslim 
 community. I am sick of having to pay extra for my food for this religious rubbish. I’d really 
 like to know where the money goes, too. Discrimination against the majority on a high 
 scale, but of course ignored because of fear to speak out. The argument that we are 
 getting foods cheaper because of more export opportunities does not seem to have any 
 historical basis if you look at the increase in export v the cost of buying food. Anyway if 
 the food is not labelled halal overseas consumers won’t know it is compliant. This is a new 
 thing that has come in in the last decade or so which also makes me suspicious of the 
 motives- what did the muslims eat before then?  Perhaps they hadn’t worked out how  
easy it was to extort money from infidels to further their own cause.

Regards
Judy Crane
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From: Garry  
Sent: Sunday, 21 June 2015 2:05 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third Party Certification of Food Inquiry

I would like to express my opinion on the issue of food certification in Australia. I believe,
 regardless of religion, political stance, and social status, every Australian has the basic
 rights to the lifestyle choice, including what to eat and what not to eat. As such, vegans
 reserve their rights not to eat meat, and of course Muslims do have their rights to eat
 what they see as permissible to eat .However, it seems that we, the majority of
 Australians, are deprived of freedom in our choice of food. Many of us are suspicious of
 the direct/indirect link from halal certification organisations to Islamic terrorism, and
 unless how all the money such organizations sent overseas was used is publicly disclosed
 in full detail, I personally would very much like to boycott all halal certified products. In
 addition, I saw on supermarket shelves as well as on the internet a number of products
 that are in fact halal certified but not showing the labels clearly; and even some plastic
 containers and cat food are halal certified. I wonder why we have to pay for their
 certification fees when we never agreed to. Rather, I would like to support true Australian
 businesses serving Australians instead of those businesses mainly catering to the foreign
 Muslim population. Of course, Muslims in Australia have their rights to their food. So if
 they want their food certified, they should pay for it, not us. Not fully showing third‐party
 certification makes us pay for their food, which I don’t think is a reasonable business
 practice. Hence, I would like to see clear labelling of third‐party certification on each and
 every product presented to general consumers. Animal cruelty is another problem. Unlike
 the common misconception that halal slaughter is hygienic and more considerate of
 animal welfare, it is in fact very unhygienic and known to cause tremendous pain to
 animals. Some studies found that the pain caused brings about very negative harmonic 
 reactions, which eventually humans get to eat, and in my opinion, that is just as bad as
 genetically modified food. Again, for whatever reason, if any Australian wants to avoid it, I
 believe every one of us has the right to do so. And, clear labelling of third‐party
 certification, at least at this stage, will provide the minimum security and peace at mind.
 Some worry that not getting halal certified would lead to a decrease in export. While it
 might be a valid argument, then I have to ask why they are asking Australians to pay for
 the certification. If they really have to, let the foreign consumers pay for the fee. As an
 academic in the field of Economics and Business, I am very certain Australian products
 sold overseas are of high quality, which I am very proud of, and this little fee incurred will
 not affect their sales.
Garry Nevins
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An inquiry into third party certification of food. 

Name and address of Author withheld. 

Summary 

a. Extent of food certification schemes 

- Country of Origin Labelling (CoOL) is more than just informed choice it is also about food 

safety. 

- Labelling for ethical views and personal values is seen as only ‘a concern to smaller 

proportions of consumers’ is incorrect. 

- Large multinational food manufacturers have strongly opposed labelling elsewhere. 

What other certification schemes exist that are not general knowledge? 

b. Current food certification labelling requirements 

- Do any such requirements exist? 

- Halal symbols cannot be found on a lot of products known to be halal certified. 

c. Need for food certification labelling 

- Only so much information will fit on a label. If it won’t all fit it needs to be readily 

available in stores either in reference guides or on-line. 

d. Enough information to make informed purchasing decisions 

- Better use of smart phone technology is required to be able to scan the code on the 

item and get a data sheet about it through an app. 

e. Impact of certification fees on price to consumers 

- With ever increasing grocery costs and diminishing package sizes this has to be a given 

that people want to know what they are paying for and what their money goes towards. 

f. Export markets and returns to producers 

- What has halal certification got to do with live cattle exports to Indonesia?  

- How will this cause a threefold increase in domestic meat prices if exports were not halal 

certified? 

- The largest market for Australian meat is the domestic market (35%) where only 5-6% of 

the population want it halal certified. Why do the major grocery and fast food outlets 

demand it for the all their meat requirements for the domestic market? 

- Employment of non-Australians has increased dramatically at some meatworks due to 

increased pressure for all meat to be halal certified by major grocery and fast food 

outlets. 

g. Publicly available information regarding certification processes, fees and financial records 

- The Australian Crime Commission (ACC) statement does not exactly say that no links 

were found between halal certification and funding of terrorists. 

- The Eligo Task Force’s objectives were to look at organised crime not supposedly 

‘legitimate’ halal certifiers. 

- Saudi funding of Muslim schools in Australia has been questioned by some and warrants 

further investigation due to the reported Saudi links with the funding of the Islamic 

State. 

- Muslim schools in Australia are funded by halal certification as reported in a statement 

by the Australian Federation of Islamic Councils (AFIC). These schools have also been 

accused of misappropriating millions of dollars of government funding. 

- Links between halal certification and funding of terrorists has been found in Canada. The 

same organisations operate in Australia. Do we really have better law enforcement and 

legal system here? 



 

 

 

Responses to the Terms of Reference 

On 13 May 2015, the Senate referred the following matters to the Economics References Committee 

for inquiry and report by 30 November 2015: 

a. the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not limited 

to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and general food 

safety certification schemes; 

- With regard to general food safety certification schemes I have a concern over the 

Country of Origin Labelling (CoOL) as detailed in the Review of Food Labelling Law 

and Policy (2011).  

http://www.foodlabellingreview.gov.au/internet/foodlabelling/publishing.nsf/conte

nt/48C0548D80E715BCCA257825001E5DC0/$File/Labelling%20Logic_2011.pdf 

This policy document states that: 

 

- In light of recent food contamination issues with imported foods that can easily be 

linked to short-term and long-term health risks, I suggest that CoOL is seen by many 

Australians as very important. I also do not understand why water has been 

excluded as water borne diseases kill large numbers of people in countries where 

these foods are produced and water treatment is poor. 

 

- I also have issue with the above policy where it states that labelling for ethical views 

and personal values is seen as only ‘a concern to smaller proportions of consumers’. 

Even though the majority of Australians identify themselves as Christians I would 

also object to having to pay for the food or manufacturing plant to be ‘blessed’, if I 

knew it was occurring, just as I object to paying for halal or kosher certification, now 

that I am aware of it. 

 

- How many other certification schemes are in place that are not general knowledge? 

International food manufacturers such as Mondelēz International (previously Kraft 

Foods) had reportedly contributed $1,950,500 to a $46 million political campaign 

known as "The Coalition Against The Costly Food Labeling Proposition, sponsored by 

Farmers and Food Producers" that was set up to oppose a California citizen's 

initiative, known as Proposition 37, demanding mandatory labelling of foods 

containing genetically modified ingredients. How many other similar incidences are 

http://www.foodlabellingreview.gov.au/internet/foodlabelling/publishing.nsf/content/48C0548D80E715BCCA257825001E5DC0/$File/Labelling%20Logic_2011.pdf
http://www.foodlabellingreview.gov.au/internet/foodlabelling/publishing.nsf/content/48C0548D80E715BCCA257825001E5DC0/$File/Labelling%20Logic_2011.pdf


 

 

there where information with regard food manufacture is hidden from the 

consumer? 

 

b. current labelling requirements of food certification schemes; 

- Is there a current labelling requirement for food certification schemes?  

 

- If so, I haven’t been able to find it on a lot of products that are supposedly halal 

certified. Perhaps that is due to the minimum font size of 1.5mm on small packaging 

which the vast majority of Australians over 40 would not be able to see if they don’t 

have their reading glasses on them.  

 

- If there isn’t enough room on the labels then a reference guide should be readily 

available in stores to identify products that are certified in some way. 

 

c. the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees; 

- Only so much information will fit on a label and still be legible. A number of products 

now have labels that are extremely difficult to read due to the non-contrasting 

colours used.  

 

- The information should be readily available on the manufacturer’s website or in 

reference guides in stores if not included on the label. 

 

d. whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make 

informed purchasing decisions; 

- Some people don’t care what it is made from, where it comes from or what 

detrimental health effects it can cause but more and more people today do and 

want to be able to make an informed choice. 

- If it is not practical to put the information on the label then as I have said above it 

needs to be readily available in the store or on-line. 

- The majority of Australians now have smart phones and the technology to scan a 

code on a product has been around for decades, as such an app to look up its details 

should not be difficult. 

 



 

 

e. details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and the 

potential for these to impact on prices for consumers; 

- At the end of the day all costs are passed onto the consumer. We do not know what 

regulatory requirements such as compulsory PPE, electrical safety tests, food 

preparation area inspections, etc. cost but there is general knowledge that these 

costs are incurred in foods manufactured in Australia that are passed onto the 

consumer. 

- What we don’t know and what I object to is:  

a. how many certification schemes are in place,  

b. for what reason,  

c. what does this cost me,  

d. where does the money go and  

e. why do I have to subsidise it? 

 

f. the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and returns 

to producers; 

- I have a major issue with halal certification of beef exports in this regard. 

- It has been reported that Barnaby Joyce has declared that domestic beef prices will 

triple if we don’t have halal certification of beef to Indonesia. Why is this so? 

- According to his own department’s trade figures over 90% of beef to Indonesia are 

live exports. Of what possible need is there for halal certification if the slaughtering 

is not done here? 

- According to the Meat Livestock Australia website the single biggest market for 

Australian meat is the domestic market at around 35% yet only supposedly 2.5-3% 

of the domestic population want their meat halal certified. Some media have 

suggested that the 2011 census figures are way under as Imams have reportedly 

indicated that as many possibly half did not declare their religion due to fear of 

abuse. That still only amounts to 5-6% of the population. 

- According to a neighbour that works as a Meat Inspector for the self-proclaimed 

largest meat producer, their biggest demand for halal certification comes from the 

large grocery outlets and major fast food chains for the domestic market. He also 

has said that they now mainly only employ Asian slaughtermen that can do halal 

killing. The guidelines developed by The Ag department in conjunction with the 

Muslim leaders requires it to only be done by a Muslim. 

- http://www.agriculture.gov.au/export/food/meat/elmer-3/notices/2009/mn09-08   

- I have no issue whatsoever about halal certification for processed meat for the 

export market so long as the cost is not passed onto the domestic market 

particularly considering that the Ag department guidelines require that it be done on 

a separate processing line. 

http://www.agriculture.gov.au/export/food/meat/elmer-3/notices/2009/mn09-08


 

 

g. the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including, but 

not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any related matters. 

- Much faith has been placed in the Australian Crime Commission’s (ACC) statement 

that no links have been found that halal certification is funding terrorism. This isn’t 

exactly what the ACC statement says. 

- The actual statement is in the following link. 

- https://www.crimecommission.gov.au/media-centre/release/australian-crime-

commission-media-statement/acc-statement-halal-industry  

-  The Eligo Task Force’s objectives was to look at serious and organised crime. Does 

that then mean they did not look at supposedly legitimate organisations such the 

Australian Federation of Islamic Councils’ (AFIC) funding of Islamic schools through 

halal certification and the reported misappropriation of millions of dollars of 

government funding and where that money went? 

- http://www.nationalobserver.net/pdf/2007_secret_saudi_funding_of_radical_islam

ic_groups_in_australia.pdf 

- http://australian-news.net/articles/view.php?id=156 

- http://muslimsaustralia.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/Public-Statement-

from-AFIC-re-AFIC-Schools.pdf 

 

- Direct links have reportedly been found in other countries such as Canada, why then 

is Australia different? Do we think our law enforcers and legal system is that much 

better that it can’t happen here? Surely not.  

 

https://www.crimecommission.gov.au/media-centre/release/australian-crime-commission-media-statement/acc-statement-halal-industry
https://www.crimecommission.gov.au/media-centre/release/australian-crime-commission-media-statement/acc-statement-halal-industry
http://www.nationalobserver.net/pdf/2007_secret_saudi_funding_of_radical_islamic_groups_in_australia.pdf
http://www.nationalobserver.net/pdf/2007_secret_saudi_funding_of_radical_islamic_groups_in_australia.pdf
http://australian-news.net/articles/view.php?id=156
http://muslimsaustralia.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/Public-Statement-from-AFIC-re-AFIC-Schools.pdf
http://muslimsaustralia.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/Public-Statement-from-AFIC-re-AFIC-Schools.pdf
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-
From:  
Sent: Sunday, 21 June 2015 9:30 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third party certification of food.

 I wish to withhold my name from this submission.
I would like to submit a few points & concerns to the inquiry.
Firstly, I object to paying an Islamic & kosher tax on just about every product on the supermarket shelves, as
 well as butchers, other stores, etc.
I do not wish to support a Muslim or kosher religion by purchasing these certified products.
If Muslims & Jewish people want things certified, then they should have to pay for it, not companies, then
 consumers.
This wasn't a problem in past years, when certification wasn't in place. For Muslims most things are naturally
 halal & if unsure, saying Bismillah before eating, made it acceptable to eat.
Why are things like plastic ware, water, milk, honey, bread, pet food, tampons, & many other items certified.
 These things don't need to be, so I can see why most people consider this a money making Rort, as certification
 of these items is unnecessary.
I don't want to support an Islamic religion by paying this tax, which is helping them build more mosques, more
 Islamic schools. We would be crusified if we went to their country & wanted schools for just Christians, or
 churches built for our faith alone.
All products that are certified should be clearly labelled as such, so we can make an informed decision whether
 to purchase.
I find it so unfair that we the majority, are being blackmailed, forcing us to purchase these items, giving us less
 & less choice in what we can purchase for a 2% minority. And in our own country. If products are not clearly
 labelled as halal, how do Muslims know what IS halal.
My answer is, just about everything is halal with just a few exceptions, so these products don't need to be
 certified in the first place.
Can you give me the answer why all these already halal items need to be certified.
Being the majority, why are our choices & wants being ignored in favour of the minority.
Why can an Islamic religion dictate & dominate companies & consumers by having them pay a tax for their
 benefit alone.
This is Australia. This shouldn't be allowed.
Secondly I object to the cruel way animals are slaughtered using the halal method of conscious kill or reverse
 stunning. This was not allowed in Indonesia, with the government stepping in, so why is it allowed in our own
 country.
I would also like to know what percentage of our meat actually ends up being purchased by Muslim consumers,
 both export & domestically.
Does the amount of abattoirs & Muslim only, male only slaughterers reflect this figure.
Please investigate whether or not Non Muslim abattoir workers have lost employment because the abattoir they
 worked for became halal certified. I have heard this is happening.
What sort of protection is there for Non Muslim & female abattoir workers.
70% of Australian chickens are slaughtered halal, yet 3% of our population is Muslim. Only 5% of these are
 exported, mostly to Non Muslim countries.
If Muslim only, male only slaughterers can be employed by these chicken processors & abattoirs, isn't there a
 chance of discrimination against Non Muslims & females wanting to work there.
A great deal of Australian meat is halal slaughtered with fees paid for certificates & Muslim only, male only
 slaughterers being employed & yet the meat is not shown in the supermarkets as halal. Why the discrepancy.
Consumers are not in an uproar about the halal symbol being put onto a product, but do very much object to the
 Muslim religion earning trillions of dollars through this halal certification racket to help with their cause to
 dominate the western world & bring Sharia Law to Australia.

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au
mailto:Natasha.Rusjakovski@aph.gov.au
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I would like government to really consider consumers concerns & ban halal certification fees.
Our constitution gives us freedom of choice, a free Australia, but the minority have taken that choice away from
 us.
I urge you to fix this problem before more issues arise.
Thank you for a the chance to submit my concerns.
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Senate Standing Committees on Economics 
Submission of Gavin John THOBAVEN, police officer, of 

Food labelling and processes. 

I wish to make a submission to the sub-committee dealing with Food labelling and 
processes. 

The website for your committee raised the following statement; 

On 13 May 2015, the Senate referred the following matters to the Economics References 
Committee for inquiry and report by 30 November 2015: 

a. the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not limited to,
schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and general food
safety certification schemes;

b. current labelling requirements of food certification schemes;
c. the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees;
d. whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make

informed purchasing decisions;
e. details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and the

potential for these to impact on prices for consumers;
f. the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and returns

to producers;
g. the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including, but

not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any related matters.

In line with this statement I wish to make this submission. 

SUBMISSION 

I am an Australian by birth, of Scottish/European heritage, and my wife is an Australia citizen 
of Chinese heritage. Both my wife and I are followers of the Buddhist religion. Our religion 
does not demand specific food labelling or certification schemes, but our beliefs include the 
belief that all animals should be treated with respect and humanity.  

Certain religious beliefs demand forms of animal slaughter that are abhorrent to our religious 
beliefs and offend against those beliefs. Consumption of meat slaughtered inhumanely 
would therefore be in direct conflict with our religious beliefs and we should be 
entitled to equal consideration to that provided to religions that are currently 
receiving a greater consideration in this process. 

Food processed and certified under religious doctrine is not a process that is historically the 
norm in Australia. Torture of animals for religious satisfaction is alien to the Australian ethos 
and as a people we have historically treated our animals with great respect.  

The vast majority of Australians (over 97%) do not require food to be processed according to 
these abhorrent religious dictates and most would be offended if they knew the extent of 



suffering perpetrated on animals in this country to satisfy religious rules that are alien to the 
general beliefs of the nation. 

My submission relates to items that directly affect my life and that of my family and I will 
make comments on each relevant item from the terms of reference. 

Conflicts of interest 

In opening I respectfully submit that members of the standing committee should declare all 
conflicts of interest in this process. I would expect this to be done in all cases, however there 
has been no public declaration of any conflict of interest from the panel despite obvious 
conflicts existing. 

Conflicts would include, but not be limited to; 
• membership of a religion that demands religious doctrine being applied to food

processing, 
• any interest in a company that processes food that would relate to this inquiry
• any association with persons/organisations that engage in the certification of foods

TERMS OF REFERENCE 

Item “a” 

The extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not limited 
to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and general food 
safety certification schemes 

The halal and kosher processes of animal slaughter are specifically contrary to our Buddhist 
religious and moral beliefs.  

Kosher food makes up a very small percentage of food produced and is well labelled 
enabling consumers to make an informed choice. 

It has become common knowledge that the vast majority of meat processors now slaughter 
to the halal process, despite the fact that the religion that demands this abhorrent process 
makes up only 2% of the population.  

There is no transparency in the certification of halal food and the widespread adoption of 
halal certification makes it imperative that all halal certified produce and products are clearly 
labelled. This would enable members of religions that are offended by the process to be able 
to comply with their own religious and moral beliefs. 

Item “b” 

Current labelling requirements of food certification schemes 

Kosher meat products are very rare and tend to be sold only in specific stores and aimed at 
that portion of the community. Kosher products are generally well identified removing the risk 
of inadvertent acquisition of this produce, by persons offended by its processing method.  



Halal meat produce is generally not identifiable and retailers of the product are evasive when 
questioned on the process of slaughter applied, making it impossible to identify it. Major 
supermarkets refuse to honestly respond to requests for information on food certification and 
religious processing. This means that my wife and I are not able to acquire meat that meets 
our religious/moral beliefs, other than pork or derivatives of pork. This deprives my wife and I 
of equal consideration and treatment within our own country. 

Halal certification is being applied to many foods other than meat. This requires that 
ingredients in the products comply with the halal processes. All animal by products (common 
in many products) therefore must come from animals slaughtered in the inhumane halal 
process.  

Labelling on these products is becoming more and more covert, to avoid being identifiable to 
people who find the process abhorrent. Some producers (i.e. Coon Cheese) have reverted 
to hiding certification symbols inside the packaging with no external identifier at all and some 
simply don’t display a symbol at all, despite being certified as halal. 

All Australians have an equal right to be able to identify and acquire food products that meet 
their religious and moral beliefs. To allow a single minority religion (2% of the population) to 
deprive the vast majority of the population of this basic human right, by stealth, is contrary to 
the intent of our forefathers when they composed the constitution of this nation.  

Item “c” 

The need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees 

All products certified as being produced under religious rules and directives must be clearly 
identified to consumers who may use those identifiers to assist their choices to comply with 
their own beliefs. 

The payment of a certification fee indicates that a certifiable process and ingredients have 
been used in the manufacture of the product and both of these may affect the suitability of 
the product for individual consumers. 

Item “d” 

Whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make 
informed purchasing decisions 

Current schemes allow for covert labelling of certifications and non-labelling of products that 
would be contrary to the moral and religious beliefs of many members of the community. 
This must be corrected. 

I would think that a minimum standard should be adopted, whereby any product produced in 
line with a specific religious doctrine, or certified as complying with said doctrine, be required 
to display a clear and prominent label on the front of the package for ready identification. In 
the case of bulk products the clear and prominent label to be displayed at the point of sale 
and clearly directed towards the product displayed. This would allow all consumers to be 
properly informed of the history and content of the product. 



Item “e” 

Details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and the 
potential for these to impact on prices for consumers 

All certification fees should be recorded and submitted in returns (to the ATO) in the same 
way that any other income/expense is recorded. The payments should be cross reference by 
the ATO to identify the receiver of these payments to enable full tax to be paid on the 
income. 

Extortionately high certification fees paid by companies are an expense in the production of 
produce. Those costs will necessarily be passed on to the consumer for the business to 
remain viable. Any business claiming that they absorb certification fees are blatantly lying as 
no business refuses to cover costs in their final price. 

The certification fees are then compounded by the fact that every business anywhere in the 
chain is charged a fee to be certified, all the way down to the truck driver delivering produce 
or the small fast food store selling the final product. The fact that each individual fee runs 
into thousands of dollars means that every one of those businesses will, in turn charge more 
for their services to cover those fees.  

All companies/businesses paying certification fees should be required to provide clear 
labelling to advise customers that the price of their produce is inflated by payments of these 
fees. 

In addition fees collected for food certification, regardless of the fairness or necessity, are 
not and never should be tax exempt income and must not be entitled to tax exempt status, 
even if the fee is charged by a religious organisation. These fees are not a part of any 
normal religious doctrine and as such must not be provided that protection.  

All food certification should be performed by government agencies within a legislative 
framework and charged at a standard rate. No outside group should be permitted to charge 
a fee for any certification of food under any circumstance. 

Item “f” 

The importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and returns 
to producers. 

In most countries that certify food, as suitable for religious groups, that certification is 
controlled by government agencies and without extortionate fees. This should be the case in 
Australia, with licenced inspectors working for a standard fee at a single level of the process. 

If a company wishes to export to countries that desire halal certification then they could be 
certified by the government agency tasked with that role. They could then distribute the 
produce anywhere they desired as long as it is appropriately and prominently identified if 
presented for sale within Australia. 



Item “g” 

The extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including, but 
not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any related matters 

Currently any person/organisation can claim to be an inspector and charge any fee that they 
desire. They apply the fee to all companies at every single level of food distribution despite 
there being no religiously dictated need for such oversight.  

To charge a halal certification on a company that does no more than transport already 
packaged food is nothing short of fraud. 

Currently there is no publicly available information on any of the following items; 
• the costs of food certification,
• the details of qualifications of those people performing said certifications
• the full extent of demanded certifications from each level of the process, i.e.

processor, supplier, transporter, retailer etc
• the distribution of monies collected in the certification process

There is so much secrecy in the whole halal certification system that the general public can 
not have any faith in the honesty of the whole process. 

To resolve this issue the only option is that all food certification should only be permitted 
within the following restrictions; 

• All inspections only to be performed by government authorities
• All inspections to be conducted within a legislative framework with an appropriate

oversight process
• All fees to be charged at a standard rate as approved by the government of the

country
• All certification to be prominently identified in labelling for all food sold in Australia

CONCLUSION  

Wide spread food certification and religious doctrine for food processing has only been 
demanded by members of a single minority religion (2.21% of population on 2011 figures, 
see graph ATTACHMENT “A”). 

The Buddhist religion has a greater representation in the Australian community (2.46%) but 
makes no such demands for animal torture to be applied for food processed for all 
Australians. No other religion has asked, or more specifically demanded, this barbaric 
process.  

The only group, other than muslims, that desire a different food process is the Jewish 
religion. While strict Jewish doctrine demands the kosher process to be applied, the reality is 
that the vast majority of followers of the Jewish faith do not demand this at all. Those that do 
source their produce from stores stocked for this specific purpose, at a price that indicates 
that the individual consumer of that product pays the increased cost of the product caused 
by the process and they are fully informed that they are paying more for the product, for that 
reason. 



The halal process is not required by the vast majority of Australians and many are 
vehemently opposed to it. The fact that the abhorrent process also creates higher costs for 
the production and supply of these products, meaning higher costs at the checkout is a 
double slug for ordinary Australians to appease a miniscule portion of the community. 

All Australians are entitled to equal standing regardless of religious/moral beliefs. Currently 
the vast majority of Australians are not being provided equality with a very small minority.  

My wife and I are entitled to the right to be able to purchase and consume food that does not 
offend our religious and moral beliefs. The intentionally hidden halal production of food in 
this nation prevents us from having that right.   

Thank you for the opportunity to make this submission. 

Regards 

Gavin Thobaven 

(Submission by email as provided) 

ATTACHMENT “A” 

Major religions in Australia 2011 
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From: Berk Toluk 
Sent: Monday, 22 June 2015 1:25 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Constitutional Validity of the Senate Inquiry into Third-Party Certification of Food

Monday, 22 June 2015

Senate Standing Committees on Economics
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600

By Email: economics.sen@aph.gov.au

Dear Sir/Madam;

I refer to the Senate Inquiry into Third-Party Certification of Food (publicly known as the “Halal
 food Investigation”).

I am writing to express concern as to whether the inclusion of Kosher and Halal meat
 certification in the subject Senate Inquiry infringes section 116 of the Commonwealth
 Constitution which stipulates as follows: “The Commonwealth shall not make any law for
 establishing any religion, or for imposing any religious observance, or for prohibiting the free
 exercise of any religion, and no religious test shall be required as a qualification for any office or
 public trust under the Commonwealth”.

Given that Kosher and Halal dietary rules are well known religious dictates of Judaism and Islam
 respectively, the Commonwealth would have no power to enact any legislation which would
 restrict or prevent such labelling (as this could be perceived as prohibiting the free exercise of a
 religion). Accordingly, does the Commonwealth have the legislative power to expropriate funds
 for an inquiry which will yield no legislation on the topic?      

Yours faithfully;

Berk Toluk (LL.B (NE), GDLP, MAICD, JP)
Solicitor and Barrister

For and on behalf of:

Midwest Legal Lawyers

A. Suite 2, 8 Civic Road, Auburn NSW 2144
T.  
F.  
M.    (*All calls to and from this number are recorded for security purposes)
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From: marten forrestal  
Sent: Monday, 22 June 2015 2:20 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject:

dear sir/madam,
i would like to voice mine and my families opinion re food certification fees.
i feel that i should be given the choice as an australian not to buy food or goods that carry
 certification of a religious type.
i feel that halal cert. is a con by stealth and needs to be abolished immediately.
halal cert. is a rort to gather money which countries like canada have proved that it is
 financing terrorism,
this i find totally un-acceptable.
muslims can prey over their food just as any other faith can to make their food halal.
i ask...
1 why are tampons halal cert.?
2 why are trucks and transport halal certified ?
3 why are easter eggs halal certified when muslims dont believe in christmas or easter ?

why do the majority in australia have to pay for a minoritys belief ?
no where in the koran does it say foods and goods have to be halal certified.
halal cert. was meant to be for export purposes in the 80's,why then is it that now non
 export
goods are attracting this tax?

this halal tax offends me and is against my beliefs as an australian.
i feel that there needs to be an australia wide referendum regards halal certification.

regards
marten forrestal
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From: Julian Sortland  
Sent: Monday, 22 June 2015 3:30 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Submission - Third Party Food Certification.

I fully support food certifications such as halal and kosher.

While the racist and/or gullible correspondents will have cited a figure of 2% Muslims in the population,
 certification is vital for Australian businesses, and overseas companies employing Australian workers to
 produce food for the vast export markets to the north.  Clearly this also benefits the Australian primary
 producers who supply them, and the economy, budget and balance of trade.

Further, it is important that certification is via third parties, as if companies self-certifying can erroneously mark
 a clearly haram product as halal, I am certain that they can make mistakes with minor ingredients or processes,
 including cleaning of the production lines.

There is an attempt to link the current non-halal status of Lindt to the events in Martin Place.  It is far more
 likely that the locality was chosen due to its location among legal chambers, or near a major media
 organisation.  (Lindt have had products certified in the past, to obtain airline contracts.)

Finally, as a Christian I have absolutely no objection to eating halal or kosher products.

As an aside, I do not think that third party certification is required for claims for freedom from Genetically
 Modified ingredients, but do think that GM ingredients should be listed, not for the hazard which they pose to
 consumers (eaters) of the product, but due to the excessive chemical use in the production of some products.

Yours sincerely,
Julian Sortland.

==============================
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From: Ray and kym Tomkinson  
Sent: Monday, 22 June 2015 4:02 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Stop Third Party Certification of food

 To :- Senate Standing Committees on Economics ,

As an Australian consumer I would like to make an informed choice about the purchases I
 make. I ask that you would clearly identify on any products which ones have been subject
 to halal certification.

I do not wish to support any brand that pays an Islamic religious tax to have their product
 halal certified. Less than 2% of this population is Muslim and I do not want to fund
 special religious rituals or political campaigns to increase the presence of Sharia Law in
 Australia.

Please respect consumers and give them/us the necessary information so we can make our
 own choices. Please, also consider carefully what firms that buckle under the pressure
 from certain certification sources, are funding, when  they pay halal certification fees. The
 Koran says food must be halal but certification is a modern day tax imposed on a majority
 of people who do not submit to the Islamic religion and Sharia law.

My entire extended family have stopped buying products that show the Halal approved
 certification and refuse to purchase them due to our objection. Please be aware that we are
 serious about our objection and thus informing you today.

Do not let our country be dictated to by a 2% minority, that usually gets violent once their
 2% becomes over 5%...

Yours Sincerely,

Ray Tomkinson
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Dear Sir 

I would like to add my submission to the enquiry regarding third party certification of foods.  My 
concern is with HALAL and KOSHER certification. 

RELIGIOUSLY CERTIFIED MEATS

The constitution states The Commonwealth shall not make any law for establishing any religion, or 
for imposing any religious observance, or for prohibiting the free exercise of any religion, and no 
religious test shall be required as a qualification for any office or public trust under the 
Commonwealth “

The Commonwealth has endorsed Halal certification on our meats through the export industry body 
AQIS – because almost all abattoirs are exporting halal meat it is impossible for the domestic market 
to also avoid it this is against our constitution. 

According to Meat and Livestock Australia http://www.mla.com.au how we used to slaughter 
animals in Australia with the non reversible stun gives us the best product for the least amount of 
suffering for the animal. 

If HALAL or KOSHER meat is to be forced on the population despite the majority of Australians not 
being Muslim or Jewish, all meats need to be clearly labelled so those of us who wish to stay away 
from a product that a) is a lesser product (see livestock report) and b) are against animal cruelty so 
we can avoid it easily in fact I would prefer Australia to revert back to upholding our own animal 
welfare laws and refer back to non-reversible stun slaughter.   OTHER FOOD PRODUCTS

All foods need to be clearly labelled with the ingredients that are in the product and where the food 
originated from and where it was packed from.   There should be NO religious labelling of food 
products. 

SHARIA LAW 

Food laws under islam do NOT include labelling of food and in fact every muslim I have spoken with 
are outraged that something like this is happening.   All muslims know that sugar, salt, honey, 
chocolate, are available to them to eat according to the prophet.    Now we are seeing toothpaste, 
plastic etc being certified as halal.   According to Mohammed ElMouelhy of a halal certifying business 
in Australia he stated on facebook that :” he is laughing all the way to the bank” and has also stated 
“ we will eat halal and like it or starve. “   

Australia is not under Sharia Law we are under Australian Law and as such we should not have to 
support financially any Islamic organisation who wants to slap a certification label on anything that 
may be edible.   

I appreciate that Australia is a multi race country and for that I am grateful for, we have a thriving, 
vibrant country which has become this lovely melting pot of peoples.  Growing up in Darwin where 
there was no segregation we were lucky enough to experience real multiculturalism and appreciate 
all the wonderful things that embraces.   However, those immigrants did not force us to financially 
contribute to their churches or their religious schools etc.   The way Islam has slapped halal 
certification on most food/medical/etc items and using that certification money to build mosques 
(which most people are protesting against) to build Islamic schools (which have a history of rorting 

http://www.mla.com.au/


the system even AFIC had to pay back $9 million ) you can understand WHY people are NOT buying 
the products that are certified. 

DISCRIMINATION IN THE WORKFORCE

Halal certified meats can only be slaughtered by a Muslim – since when did we allow discrimination 
in the workforce? 

Companies are feeling the effects of boycotts – for the good of the nation and the good of industry 
as a whole I ask the government legislate that NO FOOD product should be religiously certified – it’s 
utterly ridiculous and non-inclusive of all peoples of Australia. 

Regards 
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Third Party Certification of Food 

Dear Senator, 

I would like to see certification labels clearly visible so that I know for sure what I am buying. I would 
love to eat Halal Certified meat not only because of religious reasons but also because of the health 
benefits and because it is merciful for the animals.  

Studies have shown that halal slaughter protects consumers from many diseases which are not 
possible in the conventional methods used in many countries. The way the slaughtering process is 
carried out is of significant importance for both human health and safety and quality of the meat. Halal 
slaughter facilitates draining of blood from the animal and thus prevents growth and multiplication of 
harmful micro-organisms. 

Thanks 

Ahsan Majeed 
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Dear parliamentary inquiry committee, 

As a Muslim, I obviously believe halal food is the prime example of healthy and right food.  

The religion Islam has one of the most comprehensive eating and dietary habits.  

Summary of some of the example could be: 

 Alcoholic drinks, intoxicants are not allowed in Islam 

 Do not sit for food unless you are hungry 

 Do not leave the table but you still have an appetite for it 

 Chew your food in your mouth well 

 Eating with washed, wet hands 

 Islam recommends one-third of stomach to be reserved for water 

 Sharing food with poor and guests etc. 

 For every healthy adult should fast for one month annually etc. 
 

But there are many incorrect and misconception about Islam in media.  

It’s the cleanliness, quality and ethics Islam always goes for. I have no doubt, halal is the cleanest food you can find (if it’s true halal). 

I personally think halal certification process will help the Australian economy grow in Middle East and South East Asia. 

Please don’t close door on food choices for a small minority in Australia. 

Thanks in advance. 

Peace be upon you. 
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May I express my concern at the extent of food certification schemes and 
certifiers in Australia including, but not limited to, schemes related to organic, 
kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and general food safety 
certification schemes.

The current labelling requirements of certification schemes are inadequate and 
do not provide enough information for Australian consumers to make 
informed purchasing decisions.

Details regarding food certification schemes should be available on the product 
label and in greater detail and easily accessible on the internet ( there is not a 
lot of room on a label ).  

What details you might ask?

My answer is details such as : -

1) The acknowledgement by a food producer and/or manufacturer that it 
pays certification fees and the potential impact on the price of the 
product.

2) The influence of the food certification schemes in relation to export 
market access and returns to producers.

3) The availability of extensive and adequate information to the Australian 
public about certifiers including but not limited to certification 
processes, fees and financial records and any related matters.
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From: Bruce Hambour  
Sent: Monday, 22 June 2015 6:31 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Enquiry into Food Certification

We object to all food certification schemes unless in benefits the entire population of
 Australia.  In particular we strongly object to Halal certification on our supermarket
 products as we do not wish to be associated with the Muslim religion because of our
 own religious belief which asks for nothing in regards to food certification.  We find it
 difficult to find products that are not Halal certified so we have become victims from a
 minor part of our population.  It is also difficult to understand why many of the items we
 wish to purchase have halal certification when there is no requirement written in the
 Koran to do so, therefore this must just be an enforced money earner for the Muslin
 religion.   We also understand that with any product for sale, all marketing costs are
 included so we must assume the halal certificate fee is also included in the sale cost.
In respect of the above we recommend that Halal certification be banned.

Bruce and Penny Hambour 
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From:  
Sent: Monday, 22 June 2015 8:32 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third Party Certification of food

Dear Sir/Madam,
I am against this certification. As an Australian Sikh I think I do have the right to know what I
 am eating and the right of choice. My religious faith  forbids me to to eat anything thats
 HALAL meat or or any contents of it. Every supermarket has everything label Halal and that
 does not give a choice I want from schools  sports canteen  and hospital . Thats injustice
 forced upon me and my family .
My details  are are as follows and not to be published.

With Kind Regards
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From: Johninbkk 
Sent: Tuesday, 23 June 2015 9:09 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Spam: Third party certification of food

Committee Secretariat

Senate Standing Committees on Economics
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600

Phone: +61 2 6277 3540
Fax: +61 2 6277 5719
economics.sen@aph.gov.au <mailto:economics.sen@aph.gov.au>

Dear committee,

Thank you for the opportunity to submit my reasons of concern.

Being a third generation Australian I find it insulting that the majority of companies that now choose to certify
 their products as Halal, and claim they do not pass on any additional cost to the consumers, that they absorb
 this cost, which I believe is substantial. If that is the case, my family members who have been supporting and
 purchasing their products for decades have never experienced these companies passing on any discount,
 especially during the difficult years, mid to late 80”s just to mention one period. But now, all of a sudden they
 can afford to absorb a religious certification.

In the press recently there has been discussion how so many of the larger international companies operating in
 Australia are moving profits off-shore. Basically, tax evasion, Is this how they can afford to absorb the cost.
 Indirectly to the Australian tax payer!

Please expose these companies and have all details of food certification, labeled addressed as per the points
 below.

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au
mailto:Natasha.Rusjakovski@aph.gov.au
mailto:johninbkk1@hotmail.com
mailto:economics.sen@aph.gov.au


* The extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not limited to, schemes
 related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and general food safety certification schemes.

* Current labelling requirements of food certification schemes.

* The need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees.

* Whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make informed
 purchasing decisions.

* Details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and the potential for
 these to impact on prices for consumers.

* The importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and returns to producers.

* The extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including, but not limited
 to, certification processes, fees and financial records, and any related matters.

Yours sincerely,

John Walden

http://www.mailscanner.info/
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SUBMISSION TO SENATE STANDING COMMITTEES ON ECONOMICS INQUIRY 
INTO FOOD CERTIFICATION SCHEMES

SUMMARY

It is essential that Australian consumers have enough information available 
about any food certification scheme so that they can make a sensible decision 
whether to purchase such products or not. If any product has been certified it 
must be clearly labelled to show that such is the case. Food Certification by 
individuals or organisations is a commercial service and must be subject to G.S.T.  

RESPONSES to the TERMS of REFERENCE

a. The number of food products identified as organic or halal has increased 
greatly in recent years. Concerns have been raised that some products labelled 
as 'organic' may not meet any particular standard that would justify the label. 
Clearly to protect consumers from fraud there must be set standards.
Halal certification is apparently to meet the needs of a small Muslim cultural 
group in Australia.  Where Australian produce is exported, halal certification   
may also be significant for some overseas markets.  However, halal certification 
has been extended to a large number of products almost entirely consumed by 
non Muslim Australians, often without any indication that a fee for halal 
certification has been paid. The argument here is not whether the food product is 
safe, but the right of consumers to choose between halal certified products and 
those on which halal fees have not been paid. 
Kosher food has been available in Australia for many years and is usually clearly 
identified, often in a separate section of the store or supermarket. This gives 
customers a clear choice. Halal food products should be treated similarly. 
It has been reported that Halal certification is being extended to products that 
traditionally did not need formal certification and that halal certification is 
required at every step from the farm to the supermarket, multiplying the total 
fees paid. Further, the number of organisations and individuals claiming to be 
able to certify products as 'halal', is a matter of concern. In Canada, I understand, 
there are only two main organisations involved. 

b. The current labelling systems appear to be inconsistent and inadequate. 
It may be a commercial decision by companies to have their products certified as 
halal but the public must be informed when this is the case so they are given a 
choice. Many companies might find that there is a considerable market for 
products without halal certification and where no halal fees have been paid.

c.  All products that have been halal certified, genetically modified or are 
genuinely organic, must be clearly labelled as such, to allow consumers choice. 
Standard logos on the packaging should be mandatory for any form of food 
certification. These logos must be large enough to be easily seen when the 
products are on shop shelves.



d.  The current schemes clearly do not provide sufficient information for 
Australian consumers to make informed purchasing decisions. Proper regulation 
is definitely needed.

e.  There is considerable public concern about the fees paid for halal certification. 
The total sums involved have been stated to amount to millions of dollars. This 
clearly must have some impact on prices.  To reassure the public, there must be 
transparency on the level of fees charged for all types of food certification.

f.  I understand that most, if not all, meat sold in Australia is currently halal 
certified because of the importance of export markets in islamic countries to the 
meat industry. However, the cost of certification should be passed on to those 
markets and not borne by Australians. Australian law in relation to humane 
killing of animals must be strictly adhered to.
Similarly, Australians should not pay any part of certification charges for other 
exported products. If any halal certified product is sold in Australia, it must be 
clearly labelled as halal.

g.  Current information about certifiers appears quite inadequate. What 
qualifications are required to certify products as organic or halal? In relation to 
halal, it appears that a number of certifiers are self-appointed. The fees charged 
appear excessive given that the proceeds from certification appear to make this a 
multi-million dollar business. Accurate records must be kept by food certifiers, 
with the same rules that apply to any other business. 
As a commercial service, the fees raised must be subject to the GST, whether the 
service is associated with a 'religion' or not. Some of the proceeds are said to be 
given to support Muslim organisations and charities. Although there has been no 
proven link between these organisations and overseas terrorists in Australia, 
there is considerable public disquiet that money from these organisations can be 
transferred overseas and eventually end up supporting terrorist organisations. 
This is known to have occurred from similar organisations in Canada. It also has 
been reported that certain Muslim centres in Australia have supported people 
holding extreme views. In any case, the consumer must have the right to choose   
which charities they want to support.
Protection needs to be given to small businesses who have sometimes been 
reported to have been subject to undue pressure to pay large halal certification 
fees, which they then have to pass onto the consumer.  Big businesses may state 
that insignificant sums are involved. They clearly have much more power to 
negotiate favourable terms, but the total sums involved may still be quite large.
The public also needs to be informed how often a business needs repeat halal 
certification. Once a business has been certified as fulfilling halal requirements, it 
should be clearly stated how often re-certification is necessary and re-
certification fees should be much less than the fee for the initial certification. 

CONCLUSION
There needs to be some independent oversight of all food certification schemes 
to prevent fraud or profiteering. Food certification is a commercial service and 
must be subject to the GST. Consumers must be given all necessary information 
through labelling on the products, for them to be able to make informed choices.
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SUBMISSION TO THE INQUIRY INTO FOOD CERTIFICATION SCHEMES 
 
Dear Chairperson 
 
I am very concerned about the halal certification schemes which impose an 
unnecessary and unwanted cost on all food consumers regardless of their religion. 
While the burden of paying what appears to be purely a religious tax would be small 
on each item, I believe that it is unreasonable to require the mainstream community to 
pay anything for the certification of food that is perfectly acceptable in its normal 
form. Foods we have been eating all our lives without the certification and much 
cheaper in price are now being classed as halal with an included certification cost.  
 
It is also acceptable for followers of Islam who are allowed to consume these products 
in their original uncertified form. The cost to consumers, while small on each item 
(presuming here that the producers pass on the cost which I believe they must), works 
cumulatively and adds an unnecessary and unfair further cost to the product. This 
halal certification should be opposed by the all Governments. 
 
The move of religion into the commercial food production process (halal in particular) 
is unacceptable to me as a Christian and I imagine it also upsets Buddhists, Hindus 
etc. Halal certification is levied on many supermarket items and most meat 
slaughtered in Australia is now halal. The government must legislate so that abattoirs 
and food producers either abandon the costly halal certification or provide non halal 
alternatives at a cheaper price. 
 
It seems that producers are required to sign non-disclosure contracts where the cost of 
certification cannot be disclosed. This is not acceptable in a free and open society and 
seems to have nothing to do with normal commercial practice but everything to do 
with keeping the consumer uninformed as to the extra cost being applied to the 
product.  
 
Labeling is of great concern as consumers should have the right to know which 
products are carrying the religious tax in order to decide whether or not to buy that 
product and pay the halal certification provider. What is really halal, as far as the 
general community is concerned, is irrelevant yet it is promoted as a benefit when it 
clearly is not to most Australians. 
 
Many in the community believe that most companies now pay the halal tax and 
purposely do not put the halal symbol on the label of their products, or have removed 
the symbol in fear of consumer reaction and rejection. This is completely 
unacceptable. If a product is halal certified (and carrying the extra cost burden) it 
must be mandatory that it is clearly and prominently labeled as such.  
 
This will give consumers a clear choice as to whether they are prepared to purchase 
the product or not. Suppliers and retailers will then learn very quickly which products 
to stock and which are not being accepted by their customers.  
 
Food marked for the Islamic international market should be monitored to see if it 
requires halal certification at all. Australia was exporting to Indonesia and the Middle 
East long before these new certification schemes appeared.  



Halal fees, under normal commercial practice, should be open to public scrutiny, 
particularly when 98% of the Australian community is not Islamic. How it is collected 
and distributed should be required to be disclosed in annual reports of the producers 
and the certifiers  
 
I believe that this must be resolved as a matter of urgency. 

 
Donald Kilpatrick 
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From:   
Sent: Tuesday, 23 June 2015 1:06 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Spam: Third Party Certification of Food

To the Senate Standing Committee on Economics

As Australians we strongly object to the imposition of Halal Certification on a vast range of consumer
 products.  Many of the products are intrinsically halal (permissible) anyway, and therefore do not require any
 certification to be halal.  As consumers we will exercise our democratic right not to purchase products on
 which this impost has been applied.  Because so many companies choose not to supply the consumer with the
 information about whether or not their products are halal certified, we have at times found it necessary to return
 products to the retailer. 

We all have the right to purchase any goods we wish, halal included.  However, we also deserve to be treated
 with respect and honesty, as most companies try to deceive by withholding the required information.  We do
 not deny companies their right to voluntarily pay for Halal Certification, but it should be MANDATORY to
 inform the consumer.

We call on the Committee to make it MANDATORY that all Companies supporting Halal Certification
 PROMINENTLY label their products as such. 

Martin Hiscock
Joan Hiscock

________________________________
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From: Graeme Robinson  
Sent: Tuesday, 23 June 2015 4:00 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third Party Certification

To Senate Standing Committee on Economics 
I and many of my friends are becoming very concerned about Halal Certification in Australia. It
 is now almost impossible to purchase food from any supermarket including meat from the
 butcher which isn't Halal certified. This certification is legalised extortion. When purchasing
 food from the supermarket you have no option but to pay the Halal tax. I don't see why I or
 anyone else who does not support Halal HAVE to pay their tax on the food we buy.  Some
 Australian food producers are very devious in concealing their Halal certification so you are
 unable to check if those foods are certified. Halal certification should be outlawed on food in
 the Australian domestic market. I have no objection for Halal certification for food in the
 EXPORT market but I do protest in the strongest manner of being forcibly taxed on the food I
 purchase in Australia. 
We need to get rid of Halal Certification tax on our food in Australia. Why should over 98% of the population
 pat Halal tax on essential food when the income from that tax benefits less than 2% of the population. I also
 need to ask WHY is the income from Halal Certification  tax free.
 I recommend you peruse the following website which will indicate the huge amount of Halal
 certified food on our supermarket shelves leaving the consumer very little choice of non Halal
 food.
http://www.halalchoices.com.au/
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From: Graham Poulsen  
ent: Tuesday, 23 June 2015 4:39 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal tax

To Senate Standing Committee on Economics 
I and many of my friends are becoming very concerned about Halal Certification in Australia. It
 is now almost impossible to purchase food from any supermarket including meat from the
 butcher which isn't Halal certified. This certification is legalised extortion. When purchasing
 food from the supermarket you have no option but to pay the Halal tax. I don't see why I or
 anyone else who does not support Halal HAVE to pay their tax on the food we buy.  Some
 Australian food producers are very devious in concealing their Halal certification so you are
 unable to check if those foods are certified. Halal certification should be outlawed on food in
 the Australian domestic market. I have no objection for Halal certification for food in the
 EXPORT market but I do protest in the strongest manner of being forcibly taxed on the food I
 purchase in Australia
Regards,
Graham.
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From:  
Sent: Tuesday, 23 June 2015 4:50 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal

To Senate Standing Committee on Economics 
I and many of my friends are becoming very concerned about
 Halal Certification in Australia. It is now almost impossible to
 purchase food from any supermarket including meat from the
 butcher which isn't Halal certified. This certification is legalised
 extortion. When purchasing food from the supermarket you have
 no option but to pay the Halal tax. I don't see why I or anyone
 else who does not support Halal HAVE to pay their tax on the
 food we buy.  Some Australian food producers are very devious
 in concealing their Halal certification so you are unable to check
 if those foods are certified. Halal certification should
 be outlawed on food in the Australian domestic market. I have
 no objection for Halal certification for food in the EXPORT
 market but I do protest in the strongest manner of being
 forcibly taxed on the food I purchase in Australia. 
We need to get rid of Halal Certification tax on our food in Australia. Why
 should over 98% of the population pat Halal tax on essential food when the
 income from that tax benefits less than 2% of the population. I also need to
 ask WHY is the income from Halal Certification  tax free.
 I recommend you peruse the following website which will indicate
 the huge amount of Halal certified food on our supermarket
 shelves leaving the consumer very little choice of non Halal food.
http://www.halalchoices.com.au/

Regards
John Field
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SUBMISSION to SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ON ECONOMICS 

FOOD CERTIFICATION SCHEMES 

I wish to make a submission to the Committee on the issue of third party certification schemes on 
food products. 

My main concerns with the issue today are as follows: 

• There are many products on supermarket shelves which have no indication of having been
certified.  If I am unable to determine what is kosher or halal, how are Jewish or Muslim
believers able to identify what is suitable for them to consume?

• I believe that producers that wish to have certification need to pay for that service.
Therefore, the cost would be forwarded on to the consumer making the prices of products
higher than it would be otherwise.

As a consumer this means that I have little choice at present in determining what products I feel 
confident purchasing if information on certification is not included clearly on the packaging. 

I have found it incredibly difficult to find out which companies are halal or Kosher certified.  Most of 
the emails I sent to companies have been ignored leaving me still uninformed.  It is almost as if the 
companies are not proud of their certification status. 

I believe that all companies which certify their products should mark it clearly on the packaging for 
any purchaser to see.  In this way, a purchaser is able to make an informed decision regarding 
purchase. 

I have read on an Islamic Council website that part of the income from certification fees “goes to the 
building of mosques and spreading the Islamic ideology both domestically and overseas.”  As a 
consumer, I do not wish to contribute to the building of mosques, churches, temples or any other 
place of religious worship, or the spreading of Christian, Jewish, Moslem, Sikh, Buddist or any other 
religion.  I should be free to be able to exercise that choice. 

Thank you for taking my views into consideration. 
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Senate Standing Committees on Economics, 
PO Box 6100, 
Parliament House, 
Canberra,  
ACT 2600. 
Email: economics.sen@aph.gov.au 
 
Dear Senators 
 
Re: Enquiry into Food Certification Schemes 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to respond to the Enquiry on Food Certification Schemes 
which is currently open for submissions.  
 
I have read the terms of reference of the Enquiry carefully and note the emphasis on 
provision of information to consumers to enable them to make informed purchasing 
decisions (e.g. term of reference d.) 
 
My concern relates to the inadequate way in which vegetable oil is portrayed on packets 
of food. A packet of the ubiquitous Jatz crackers, for example, shows that vegetable oil is 
one of the major ingredients. However, the packet does not indicate what type of 
vegetable oil this is, where it is sourced and how it is produced. 
 
My understanding is that much vegetable oil in food sold to Australian consumers, where 
not specifically labeled, is in fact palm oil – which comprises nearly 40% of the world’s 
vegetable oil output, almost the largest single type of oil consumed by humans.  
 
There are a number of problems with this situation: 
 

• Palm oil’s environmental impact: much of the world’s palm oil is grown in 
Asia on land which is cleared for the purpose – thus creating a host of 
environmental problems and affecting the habitat of animals and plants 
particularly. There are well-documented examples of orangutans in Kalimantan 
brought to the edge of extinction by the clearing of land for oil palm plantations. 

• The effect on the people of the country where the palm oil is grown: much 
of the land cleared for oil palm plantations effectively involves dispossession of 
existing (often traditional) landowners. The land ownership systems of rural Asia 
are not as sophisticated as those in Australia in preventing such land grabs. 
Organizations such as Oxfam Australia have documented this well. Refer to 
Banking on Shady Ground released in 2014, which documents the involvement of 
Australia’s major banks in land grabs.https://www.oxfam.org.au/wp-
content/uploads/site-media/pdf/2014-. Pages 47 – 48 provide a specific case 
study on palm oil. 

• Australian consumers do not know what they are eating. Palm oil, when 
used in foods such as crackers and margarines, has high levels of saturated fats – 
much higher than olive oil or canola oil. There are thus a range of health impacts 
on Australian consumers which are presently disguised by the inadequate 
labeling. 
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My understanding is that there are now certification systems such as those linked to the 
Roundtable on Sustainable Palm Oil which aim to deal with the first two of these issues. 
Changes to labeling requirements should deal with the third of these issues. 

I therefore suggest that the Enquiry: 
• Determines and recommends the most appropriate food certification system to

ensure that palm oil used in Australia does not lead to land grabs or clearing of 
habitat. 

• Recommends that all vegetable oil listed on food labels clearly disclose the type
of oil used in those foods. 

Yours sincerely 

Peter Croft, 

Email:  
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I respectively request you receive my submission to the Senator Cory Bernardi inquiry into third party 
certification scheme as attached below. 

 

By; Michel Conlon 

 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

 I wish to have my say on the issue of certification of our foods in Australia. 

What I do not understand is, what any religious certification is doing on any food item in this country. 
Australia is a multicultural midfield, with religions and atheistic beliefs, it is also against most genuine 
religious and non-religious beliefs to eat food that is sacrificed or halal certified or allowing the funds from 
this food certification to be used to finance false idols (God) or any religion conversions. 

I find it discriminating that we have absolutely no free and easy way of identifying any goods processed in 
any special religious ways and have had to completely change my shopping items and even go without the 
some favourites because there is none that is made by non-religiously certified producers. My shopping 
cost has also increased because the companies producing these specially prepared products have had to 
pay for certification. 

My family are among hundreds of thousands of Australians who have gone to extraordinary measures to 
ensure we are not contributing financially to any religious institution who demands that food be certified 
for their followers and all others to eat. 

I believe the need for certifies to religiously certify food needs to optional to the producer, done at no cost 
to the producer or consumer, obvious the consumer. 

There should be equality of food for all people regardless of religious identification. If producers want to 
say their food abides by particular religious laws then they should be free to say so without paying for 
certification. 

All labelling must be applied to the item to state any religious certification so those that who do not want it 
are not duped into buying it, as is the current standards for such certification at the moment. 

Today many religiously certified items are not labelled as such or the label is hidden in inside the packaging 
which is my biggest concern. 

 I require that any certification is done in such a way that it is openly and very plainly obvious.  If for export 
reasons food has to be compliant with certain religious laws, then this should be a user pays system and 
the certification done for free. Any certification should be done by the Australian Federal Government, not 
by private individuals who charge for the certification putting the funds to their own personal or there 
religious development usages. This food should not be combined with any non-religious food Third party 
certification of food Submission 12 because of possibility of contamination for those that are atheist or of a 
different religious denomination that cannot consume the religiously prepared/ certified food.                                
I believe that with a few simple changes everyone can get what they want out of the certification of food 



items without any additional cost. There is no need / reason for one religion to be placed above any other 
like what is being done at the moment with Islam and halal certification. 

My comments are not racially based, as we are talking about religious certification, not race.  All Australian 
product actually produced in Australia should be required to say so loudly and clearly, with those with 
Australian content saying so and in what percentage form, with other country inputs also shown in 
remaining percentage forms. 

Thank you for your time in reading this submission. 

Michel Conlon 
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From: 
Sent: Wednesday, 24 June 2015 1:13 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: I believe that all Australians have the right to chose what we eat and what we pay for this
 means the should know what the product not only clearly be labelled it should inform us of its
 content and any certifications should be mandatory & compulsory

Sent from Windows Mail
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Dear Sir. 

I am writing to you regarding my concerns about the numerous Australian Businesses who subscribe 
to Halal Certification of foods sold here. FREEDOM is the hallmark of all free and enlightened 
nations of the world; FREEDOM of speech, FREEDOM of religion, FREEDOM of lifestyle and 
related choices, the food we eat, the clothes we wear, the kind of work we do, the friends we make etc. 
etc. Inherent in this FREEDOM is a clear and unmistakeable understanding and acceptance that the 
FREEDOM of any individual, community, or religion will not encroach, intrude upon or offend other 
individuals, communities, or religions. It is the responsibility of all politicians who represent the 
citizens of this country to do all that they can to ensure the integrity of this FREEDOM. 

It is very disappointing to see so many Australian businesses which cherish and enjoy this very 
FREEDOM, forcing the majority of their clientele to eat the halal food which is nothing more than the 
choice of a small minority group. By not labelling the halal food clearly, by mixing it with a host of 
other non-halal foods, these businesses are in a very subversive way undermining the freedom of 
choice of all Australians. Current discussions on naming the country from where the food comes has 
NOTHING to do with halal food. Halal is NOT A COUNTRY but an Islamic way of preparing food, 
and as such no sane government should force this on non-Muslim section (which is far larger than the 
Muslim section), of the Australian population. In clearterms it is nothing less than a shameful 
discrimination against non-Muslims. 

All Australian consumers should be able to make an informed choice about the purchases they make. 
If the supermarkets are hell bent on having halal certified food on their shelves they can demarcate a 
section of the supermarket as the halal section. In this way only those who want halal certified food 
will go to the halal section. The others can then shop peacefully in the non-halal section of the 
supermarkets without the fear of being duped into buying halal food.. 

The majority of decent Australians do not wish to support any business that pays an Islamic religious 
tax to have their product halal certified. Less than 2% of Australian population is Muslim and 
Australians should not be compelled to fund special religious rituals or political campaigns to help 
introduce Sharia Law in Australia or any other free country. 

I am sure you are aware of the grave doubts and concerns that we all have about the usage of funds 
acquired by payment of halal certification fees. Have a look around the world to see what has 
happened to it, and is continuing to happen. This is nothing more than a thin wedge of radicalisation 
which has already created so much problems and heartaches for all of us. Halal certification is 
nothing more than a camouflaged tax imposed on a majority of people who do not support the 
ideology of Islam, Sharia law, and the terrorist activities that continue to happen around the world. 

Please use your position, your influence with your colleagues, to introduce measures in the 
parliament, to nip this evil insidious practice in the bud. Prevention is better than the cure. 

Yours Sincerely, 

A.S. Randhawa  



ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 366

Submission Details: Mr Colin Robertson





From:  
Sent: Wednesday, 24 June 2015 3:57 PM To: 
Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal Certification of food

Dear committee,

I hereby register my objection to the Halal Certification racket that has consumed such a huge percentage of
 food in Australia.
I am a non muslim & have an objection to eating food of Halal food. The current data available to me indicates
 only (2%) two percent of the Australian population is muslim. Why then is ALL chicken sold in Coles &
 Woolworths Halal?  Why is Soy Sauce Halal? Why can’t I find a butcher that sells non halal beef & lamb?
 Even Mc Donald’s is halal. The list is endless. It is extremely difficult, if not sometimes impossible to find
 food of my choice (like Vegemite) that does not have the halal approved symbol (written in Arabic) & even
 then, not having the label doesn"t guarantee its not halaI certified anyway.
One only has to watch the current affairs programs to see the halal certifiers gloating about the millions they
 make from this scam. Well we know where the money comes from, don’t we.
I now find my basic right of choice as an Australian has been taken away from me due to a minority religion;
 that may I add, has designs on becoming the ONLY religion in my country.
For a muslim to make their food Halal, they are only to say muslim prayer over it before eating. This is what my
 Muslim wife tells me. There is NO religious justification for these certifiers at all. This is nothing more than a
 money making scam, which to reiterate, is taking away my basic right of freedom of choice.
Removing this certification scam will have zero impact on the choice of food of any muslim living in Australia,
 as to reiterate, a simple prayer makes all their food (except pork) halal; but it makes a massive difference to the
 choices available to those of the remaining 98% of Australians who have an objection to eating halal food.
The obvious other side benefit is I would expect to see a reduction in the cost of all food for everyone. Wouldn’t
 that be desirable?
We are a democratic country. Surely the good of the masses is most important, as is religious freedom. I want
 the freedom to buy food that is not of another faith.
For your consideration.

Regards,

Colin Andrew Robertson
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From: Ken Brookes  
Sent: Thursday, 25 June 2015 9:00 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third party certification of food - Halal

Submission:

Possibly most easy-going Austraians don’t notice or care about Halal certification of many foods
 in the supermarket.

However I object to the certification practice on the following grounds:

1. Certification comes at a cost and is conducted by numerous self-appointed bodies. In some
 cases funds are channelled away to doubtful causes.
2. The concept of halal is has much wider application than food certification. ‘Halal’ means
 permissible and is also applied to things such as the booty of jihad such as women or wealth.
3. For those in the population who respect this ‘forbidden’/‘permissible’ idea, formal certification
 is not necessary. Any devotee can eat uncertified foods after having recited prescribed prayers.
4. Food labelling should be restricted to food content aspects. For example “contains no pork”,
 “contains traces of nuts”, etc.
5. In the interest of respect for the broader population, Halal certification should be discouraged
 if not disbanded.

Regards,

Ken Brookes

T 
M 
email: 
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From: Ken Brookes [mailto:winabi@iinet.net.au] 
Sent: Thursday, 30 July 2015 8:39 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Enquiry into Halal Certiication

Senate Standing Committees on Economics,

I submit that Halal certification is unacceptable as it is a religious practice and has nothing to do
 with the quality or content of food.

Furthermore, Halal is a religious practice with much wider implications than just food.

Halal (permitted) is also applied to booty from war such as wealth and women.

Halal as part of Sharia law is incompatible with democratic law.

I therefore submit that the Committee should use all powers vested in it to remove halal
 certification from product made or sold in Australia.

Yours faithfully.

Ken Brookes

T 
M 
email: 

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au
mailto:winabi@iinet.net.au


ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 368

Submission Details: Ms Kim Rayner





From:  
Sent: Thursday, 25 June 2015 12:22 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third Party Certification.

Ms Kim Rayner

25th June 2015.

To the members of the select committee,
I am writing to express my concerns of Halal Certification that is now being applied
 to nearly all foods and other products in Australia.
I am well aware that Muslim's and Jewish religious people require some food to be
 prepared along religious grounds.Kosher products are made available to the
 jewish members of our society but these products have remained steady and only
 apply to certain foods and very rarely do the impeach on every day food
 items.However this does not apply to Halal.
Halal certification has now spread to nearly all meat products including beef,lamb
 and chicken.It has spread to sanitary product transport and many many other
 products including chocolate,dairy products including milk and cheese and ice
 cream,vegimite and other spreads and preserves.One example that shocks me is
 there is no longer any baby food left in australia that is not halal certified.The lists
 goes on and on.
I have spoken to many muslim's who have advised that certification is not
 required.That they do not look for labels to see if it is halal certified and see no
 reason for the certification.They advise if they are unsure if the item is halal or not
 the say a prayer and the food is then halal.They advise the only items they are
 not allowed to eat or drink is pork and alcohol and they don't need certification to
 tell them what is pork or alcohol.If members of this ideology,and this is what it
 is,know what is allowed and what is not why do we require certification?
Most of the cerification companies run as charities yet it is clearly seen they are
 not charities.Recent events have shown one certifying company has dropped the
 charity label as it did not want to show its books.How many more are using the
 charity exemption to allow them from not paying tax.If they continue to practice as
 a charity their books should be made available so we can see to which charitable
 organisation's this money goes to.No such records have been produced as I know
 of.Mr El Mouehly the director of one certifying company in Australia brags as to
 how much money he makes from his halal certification company.Is he the only
 recipetent of this charities money?
Halah certification has far reaching tentacles from the farmer who has to pay for
 certification of his livestock ie one farmer has advised he pays over $40,000 each
 year to get certified otherwise he can not sell his meat.Then the abattoirs have to
 pay for certification,as they have to sign non disclosure forms it is hard to find out
 the exact amount but we have been told it is upwards of $25,000.Now transport is
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 being targeted by the halal certifiers.No company can continue to cover these
 types of costs and continue to run profitably.These charges must be passed on to
 the consumer.One point that worries me is why these companies are made to
 sign non disclosure forms if the certifier's have nothing to hide.This requirement
 alone is a worry to any law abiding person and should be investigated thoroughly.
I have not been able to find out why sanitary pads and tampons require
 certification nor can i find out why toilet paper,toothpaste and other hygiene items
 need halal certification.No where in the Quran can I find any mention of these
 items they only mention is made of meat and alcohol that is all.So why now has it
 spread to so many items.
I am not a religious person but I accept some people are but I see no reason why I
 should have to pay for another's religious beliefs.My freedom of choice has been
 taken from me and many others with out us being advised what was happening.
I have never supported Sanitarium foods as it is owned by a religious organization
 and I chose not to support a religion I do not belong to,that is my choice but with
 Halal I do not have a choice.
There is only a small percentage of the population in Australia that follow this
 ideology yet the majority is being forced to pay for this small majority.
One point raised by the supporters of Halal Certification advises it brings in great
 wealth from our exports again this is not true and in fact brings very little to the
 table in regards to exports.As most of our meat is sent live to these markets they
 are killed in the islamic tradition in the country they are sent to therefore Halal
 Certification is not required from Australia.I am also convinced that they would still
 require our meat with or with out certification.
We now see that due to Halal Certification that jobs are now only available to
 muslim's.This is discrimination in its purest form and should not be allowed.If a
 employer advertised a vacancy and it was for a christian or some other religious
 group he would be taken to court yet abottoirs now advertise for muslim's
 only.How is this not discrimination?
If Halal Certification is required in this country,I along with muslim's I have spoken
 to believe it is not required, then the certification should be paid by the certifying
 company not the supplier of the product.Or at least non halal items should be
 made available so consumers have a choice a choice we now no longer have.
Companies are paying for the halal certification but not labeling their
 products.When I have contacted some of these companies they state they have
 done so for their export market and to get bigger sales, yet when asked who can
 this be when they do not mark the product as halal they can give no answer than
 it will cost us to much to change our packaging.How can they get more sales by
 being halal if they don't mark their product?
I hope this committee really looks into the Halal Certifying companies.Request
 their books, find out why companies are made to sign non disclosure forms, the
 true amount of extra money made supposedly for exports by being certified and
 why every day items that have nothing to do with this ideology are being made to
 be halal certified.
Please help us get our choice back this halal certification is discriminatory to all
 non muslims and must be halted.

To another subject Free range eggs people like myself care about the animals that
 produce our food and the labeling of eggs that are not true free range needs to be
 looked into and only given to those that abide by the guide lines.
Also we need better labeling of items marked made in Australia.In some cases the



 item may only have a very small portion of the item grown or made here and the
 rest is imported but yet is marked as made in Australian.This label should only be
 allowed to those companies that are 100% Australian products.We want to
 support our local business's and better tighter labeling will help us make our
 choices.
I thank the committee for taking into my consideration my concerns of Halal
 Certification and other concerns in regards to labeling.
Yours Sincerely
Kim Rayner
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From:  
Sent: Thursday, 25 June 2015 1:44 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: HALAL CERTIFICATION LAWS

It is with great disappointment that I have learnt that many products are now Halal
 CERTIFIED. 

My family and I will not continue to purchase products where a fee is being paid to a
 religious organisation. It is not of my concern what their (fee) money is spent on after that -
 however, I will not support Islam or any aspect of their business dealings.

It is also a great concern that Australian consumers are no longer being given the CHOICE
 whether we wish to purchase Halal Certified products or not, as the companies are not
 being made (by law) to display the certification symbol on their packaging. This needs to be
 changed!

A productive idea might be that if a religious organisation requires a certain procedure to be
 followed in order for them to purchase certain products - THEY should pay the company the
 fee, for being so accommodating. 

Kind Regards

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Matthew & Sarahjane Cromarty   |    | 

P   |   Matt:     |   Sairzy: 
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Senate Standing Committees on Economics  GMO ID Australia       

PO Box 6100   No.3 Ridgewest  Building 

Parliament House   1 Ridge St.       

CANBERRA ACT 2600        NORTH SYDNEY NSW 2060 

 25th June 2015 

Dear Secretaries, 

 Reference:  Inquiry Into Food Certification Schemes. 

Thank you for the invitation for submissions relating to the above inquiry. 

I will preface my remarks by giving some background on the company, GMO ID Australia. 

GMO ID Australia was launched in 2013 to exclusively deliver the CERT ID Non GMO Certification system to Australia. 

We are a subsidiary of HACCP International Pty. Ltd, a JAS-ANZ accredited body that has specialised in product 

certification for the food industry since 1998. All principals and employees have extensive Australian food industry 

experience with all qualified auditors having Food Science or an associated discipline such as Food Microbiology. 

GMO ID Australia offers non- genetically modified certification against the renowned, non- gmo standard, CERT ID. 

This standard is recognised globally, particularly in advanced markets throughout Europe, Asia, Japan and Korea. 

Most companies within Australia and New Zealand who have sought or have expressed interest in non- gmo 

certification have done so due to requests from countries wishing to import their products or from an increasing 

consumer demand in the Australian market. 

Organic certification, which is not covered by GMO-ID Australia, is also being requested by importers of Australian 

products and by an increasing demand by Australian consumers. 

Comments in relation to the Terms of Reference only in relation to NON GM Certification: 

a) Non GM certification is a non-religious standard and was established to inform customers/consumers about

a product/ingredient that current labelling legislation does not adequately cover. Many consumers are

concerned about genetic manipulation of different crops, by products and animals.

b) Current labelling requirements for non- gmo foods does not exist. The Australian standard (FSANZ) permits

up to .9% of genetically modified material in any food product. If an Australian produced product or an

imported product has in excess of .9% of gm material (DNA), the product label would have to declare that

the product was genetically modified. Australia only grows two gm crops, cotton and canola. There are

numerous imported products that are or have the risk of being genetically modified. There is no routine

testing of imported products for gm DNA or for secondary contamination from herbicides/weedicides.

c) A company will only pay to have their product certified as being non gm if the owners believe there is a

marketing advantage or they believe that their customers have a right to know. Major segments of the US

market demand that any imported food product has been certified or verified as being non- genetically

modified.  A certificate with a unique number is issued to a grower/producer who achieves certification for

his products. This also permits the producer to incorporate a CERT ID Non GMO logo on his label/pack. The



unique number on the certificate is registered in a global data base which allows importers to check if a 

certificate is legitimate. CERT ID certificates have been known to be forged by companies within a country 

that Australia has established FTA with in recent times. These companies had their products rejected once 

the importer checked on the legitimacy of their non-gm claims. 

d) Current labelling requirements for gm/non gm are sufficient. However, the monitoring of these

requirements by either the importer, producer or Food Authorities is insufficient. Certification by a third

party is the best option when a consumer/customer has some doubt about the current legislative

requirement for non-gmo.

e) Pricing for non gm certification is based upon the potential risk of a product/ingredient being genetically

modified. Pricing could vary from $1200 p.a. for something like honey from Tasmania (no gm risk) to $13,000

p.a. for a product such as Manuka Honey produced in Turkey from corn sourced from the USA. Fees

incorporate auditing costs plus a cost for certification and registration with CERT ID, Europe. It is up to the

grower/producer as to whether costs are passed onto the consumer. Market forces will determine whether

these costs are passed on.  GMO ID does not impose a levy/unit sold as occurs with some certification

schemes.

f) A Non GMO Certification scheme for exports and imports is very important. With most of the countries that

Australia has established FTAs , they require that the products which they import meet certain standards.

Non GMO is a requirement with the majority of the importing countries. Australia should impose the highest

possible standards on Australian grown and produced products. The same high standards should also be

applied to any imported products. Along with FTAs come responsibilities. Checks and balances should be in

place and responsibility correctly apportioned. Producers will always achieve a greater return for their

certified non gm products than those who do not certify. Non gm canola consistently gives greater returns

than gm canola. Australia is in a prime position to become a major supplier to the US and Chinese domestic

markets where genetically modified food are being rejected. Australia will also acquire export markets

where the US and China have previously supplied due to the proliferation of genetically modified crops in

China and the US.

g) In the case of GMO-ID Australia, there is a web site that the public can enter to obtain a better

understanding of non-gmo certification and also the benefits for producers being certified. The majority of

consumers are more comfortable with 3rd party non- gm certifiers rather than

processors/growers/manufacturers ‘self- declaring’. GMO-ID Australia also have products tested analytically

if there is suspicion that there are genetically modified risk ingredients present. GMO ID Aust. is not

comfortable with the idea of the public having access to fees and financial records of a food science based,

Australian registered company such as GMO-ID / HACCP International.

Yours faithfully, 

Terry Moore 

General Manager 

HACCP International Pty Ltd T/A 

GMO-ID Australia 

No. 3 Ridgewest Building 



1 Ridge Street  

NORTH SYDNEY NSW 
2060 
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26 June 2015 
Senate Standing Committee on Economics 
Third Party Certification of Food 

Dear Committee Members, 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the investigation into Third Party Certification of Food. I am 

interested in both the make-up of the food I purchase and consume (organic, genetically modified) and 

prepared for or by a religious organisation or in the name of a religion. I do not think the current practice of 

our food producers provide enough consumer information. An easily recognised and prominently placed 

label that identifies certification will allow all consumers to make informed purchases. 

Organic 

In my understanding there is no good, fully accepted definition for the term ‘organic’ while at the same time 

this term is used on many food items. If the term organic is used, it should be related to a certain standard 

that consumers know and understand. There should also be one logo or label endorsed by our government 

to advertise the fact. 

Genetically Modified 

At this time, I don’t think I have seen any food advertised as genetically modified. To me, this is an issue 

which should be rectified. I prefer not to consume any food that is genetically modified and desire that this 

information is conveyed to me simply and easily so I can make an informed purchasing decision. 

Religious Preparation 

For foods prepared for various religions, I have no issues with followers of the religions to be able to 

purchase and consume food in support of their beliefs. However, I believe that the food clearly needs to be 

labelled as such so that those consumers who do not or cannot, due to their own religious beliefs, consume 

those foods. 

Food labelling 

Food labelling is important regardless of the topic of the committee. Currently, when a food producer 

decides to label their food as organic or affiliated with a religious certification, it is often hidden away on the 

back of the container. I believe that in order for the consumer to make a quick and informed purchase 

decision, any third party certification needs to be clearly and plainly stated on the front (part facing the 

consumer on the store shelf) of the packing. It should be on a white background and in red; making it easily 

identifiable – for example a red O for Organic, a red G for Genetically modified, and red H for Halal, and a red 

K for Kosher. The logo should be big enough to be easily recognised by consumers including those with vision 

problem – no little logo sitting in an obscure corner of the packaging. This should be a legal standard and all 

food producers forced to comply. Such a logo would help consumers make an informed purchase decision. 

Consumer pricing 

If independent third party organisations are creating these ‘certifications’ and charging the food producers, 

are the food producers passing the cost to the consumer? As most businesses aren’t in the charity business, I 

assume so. Is this extra cost to me or the consumer good value for the investment?  That is a question each 



consumer would need to ask and answer. Seeing the certification clearly labelled would help in the purchase 

decision. 

A question should be asked if the Australian government should be the certifying agency for any food 

certification scheme. Standards could be developed and consumers would know that a product they 

purchase as ‘organic’ or ‘kosher’ of ‘halal’ have been prepared by one standard rather than a third party 

organisation which may use their internal ‘standards’.  The government could then charge a fee which the 

food producers could pass along to their consumers. The size of the government agency and the cost to the 

consumer would then be directly proportional to the consumption of those certified goods. 

Australian Exports 

We should support our Australian export market clearly labelling food consumables when they have been 

certified. The same label for Australia could be used on our export along with the kangaroo in the green 

triangle. The one, government sponsored, certifying body (bodies as necessary for the different certification 

types) should give confidence to our export market that the certification they see is related to the Australian 

standard for that certification.  

Certification concerns 

I do have some concerns about certification as follows: 

 Ritual slaughter of some animals seems to be harsher to the animal than current non-ritual

slaughter. Whilst I understand a religious follower may feel the need to consume meat slaughter

according to their religious traditions, I don’t. I prefer to consume meat where the animal has been

slaughtered as humanely as possible. The certification logo on the meat package would help me in

my purchase decisions.

 Certification of some food products requires that a person of a certain religious faith perform the

slaughter. I believe this is discriminatory to other Australian citizens and residents.

 I am concerned about the cost of the certifications schemes and where the money goes, which I

assume is rolled up into the purchase price. Opinions vary. As many of these organisations are non-

profit, one can make the assumption they go to charity. If money I earn goes to charity, I want to

make the informed charitable contribution, not someone else.

 Some certification schemes seem to be extending to food products that in the past did not need

certification and are permissible naturally including but not limited to dairy, sauces, confectionary,

pet food, and non-food products. I fail to understand the need for this certification and will not

willing support it and thus the need for a logo.

I appreciate the opportunity to comment. 

Kind Regards, 

Robert Harris 
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From: Ian Brookes  
Sent: Friday, 26 June 2015 1:14 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: 3rd party certification on food

Dear Sir/Madam
   My main concern is halal certified companies not labelling so on their goods.As a non
 Muslim I do not wish to support these brands but at the present hardly any of them mark
 it on their items.There needs to be transparency so we know what companies are
 involved with this accreditation and the consumer can make a free choice, also Muslim
 people can also easily identify what is fine for them to purchase as all members of society
 need to be considered.
Thanks Ian
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From: Ian Brookes  
Sent: Thursday, 9 July 2015 12:06 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: 3rd party certification

Hi Senator, I believe halal certification on items should be labelled accordingly. I am not a
 Muslim and don't agree with having to pay any kind of fee which serves just one part of
 the community. This is just one area where the Islamic religion wants to impose its way of
 life on Australia. As we see everyday, their religion promotes violence and hatred against
 non believers, also against other Muslims who aren't the same as them. Why in any way,
 shape or form would we want to promote any part of their religion? Our country is built
 on Christian values and freedom. The Muslim community need to adapt to the Australian
 way and not the other way around. If they don't like the way of life offered here then
 there are plenty of like minded countries for them to choose from whose residents also
 eat the halal way.
When companies don't label their items as being halal certified we are being deceived and
 are losing our freedom of choice. It is very time consuming searching for products that
 aren't halal. Please Senator help make Australia beautiful again. Help to stop this
 unjustified rort or at least let the Australian public know who or what we are giving our
 hard earned cash to each week. Halal certification needs to be labelled. We label gluten
 free, sugar free, low fat, low GI, lactose free, organic and so on so that the consumer can
 freely make the choice of what products suit their lifestyle. With halal there is not choice
 because the consumer is poorly informed. 
There are abattoirs in Australia that don't require to stun the animal at all, I don't wish to
 be a part of this.all animals should be irreversibly stunned.If not, inform us.
Thanks
Ian Brookes
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From: 
Sent: Thursday, 25 June 2015 9:33 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal certification on food

My name is Rob Avery.  I am writing to you to express my concerns about the halalification
 of our food. I am not a muslim and I find it offensive that I have to pick and choose what I
 can and can’t eat.  98% of the population are non muslim. I also have concerns where the
 funds are going, no one is accountable for this, it needs to be regulated by the
 government.  There have been links to the building of mosques, and although not
 substantiated links to terrorist groups. I think this enquiry is a good if done correctly.

Rob Avery
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As an Australian consumer I would like to make an informed choice about the purchases I make. I ask 
that you would clearly identify on your products which ones have been subject to halal certification.

I do not wish to support any brand that pays an Islamic religious tax to have their product halal 
certified. Less than 2% of this population is Muslim and I do not want to fund special religious rituals or 
political campaigns to increase the presence of Sharia Law in Australia.

Please respect consumers and give them/us the necessary information so we can make our own choices. 
Please, also consider carefully what you are funding when you pay halal certification fees. The Koran 
says food must be halal but certification is a modern day tax imposed on a majority of people who do 
not submit to the Islamic religion and Sharia law.

Rob Avery.



From: Rob & Annette 
Sent: Saturday, 4 July 2015 8:09 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATION FOOD INQUIRY

In reference to the matter of HALAL certified food please find my submission to this
 inquiry regarding the third party certification of foods. It is for the following reasons that I
 wish to suggest changes to third party certification schemes. I am completely against third
 party certification with my main concern specifically being HALAL certification. Should
 third party certification continue, I wish to request more transparency from third party
 certifiers in the HALAL industry, and also additional changes to the current legislation on
 these issues. My concerns relate to the whole HALAL industry from the slaughter to the
 sales as well as the third party certification scheme.

A CALL FOR TRANSPARENCY The HALAL Certified foods, services, consumable and
 non-consumable product global market has advanced from what was a religious
 requirement of Islam to a global organisation worth trillions of dollars annually. Products
 that were not required to certify are now mandated to certification for the individual
 company’s introduction and expansion into this global market. The HALAL global market
 trades less than 3% to HALAL consumers overseas? and I feel the majority of HALAL
 food is forced upon non - moslem Australian citizens by stealth with no separation of
 HALAL & NON HALAL products in most supermarkets & shops where there is no clear
 labelling of products as well as sometimes no labelling at all for NON HALAL
 consumers. Labelling needs to be clear on the front of the product and HALAL & NON
 HALAL goods separated so that NON HALAL consumers can make an informed choice.

On the internet I have come across a certain HALAL certifier publicly degrading
 Australian citizens while goading a quote "Water is done, petrol is done, what next...me
 think electricity" To me this attitude to HALAL certification clearly shows that HALAL
 certification to this well known certifier is nothing more than a money making scam
 hidden beneath a cloak of religion forced upon our community. (I have screen captures of
 the above confirming this)

HALAL is no longer centralised over the ritual blessing of consumable products but rather
 a three stage certification stemming from production, transportation and marketing. There
 is discrimination on non - moslem Australian job seekers stemming from the slaughtering
 process right up to the transportation process of the HALAL industry food chain. The so
 called religious rules on the previous statement is causing economic consequences and
 little or no job prospects where the HALAL industry is concerned, for our non-moslem
 Australian community. The HALAL industry is creating a domino effect of problems for
 NON HALAL consumers and job seekers of Australia in the chain of certified HALAL
 rules & events. One conjecture point within Australia is the growth of Islamic control
 within our local economic market and the global market as a whole. This growth extends
 away from the religious preparation of consumables with its origins of the slaughtering
 and preparations of consumable meat to its contemporary empire of wealth. While

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
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 HALAL certification of Australia continues to bath in its wealth in the name of religion it
 continues to be shrouded in secrecy and is protected from disclosure. The non-
transparency of HALAL certification, corporate complexity, profits and distribution of
 religious tax can no longer be sanctioned solely under its very organisations, religious
 clerics and the Australian Federation of Islamic Council. The Australian Government
 needs to ensure transparency of all organisations and Institutions within Australia
 regardless of religious and economic standings.

On behalf of Australians I am asking for an inquiry into HALAL certification and its
 governing bodies. The fundamentals of such an inquiry will ensure transparency from the
 certification process, fees, and memberships to the distribution of the so called" religious
 tax" with the aim of ongoing transparency.

Current schemes do not provide enough information for consumers to make informed
 purchasing decisions. Most of the major brands in Australia are paying HALAL
 certification fees and yet do not clearly mark it on the labels such as Sanitarium,
 Kellogg's, Nestle and most of the bread and dairy products. Sometimes it is even difficult
 to get the information from their websites. It has become a rollercoaster of chasing
 information on where to purchase if possible NON HALAL certified products as well as
 now being more time consuming with further travel expense to source these products for
 the NON HALAL Australian citizen this in turn leads to a disadvantage of practically no
 choice for NON HALAL consumers with disabilities who are unable to travel further to
 source their needs.

FROM SLAUGHTER TO SALE & ANIMAL WELFARE In reference to the ritual
 HALAL slaughter of animals in Australia being reversible stunning or no stunning at all I
 oppose this method for the following reasons:

The sanitary aspect (written by a veterinarian), that in HALAL slaughter, the animal is
 turned towards Mecca, bled without being stunned, a very large incision from the throat to
 the vertebrae sectioning all organs from the jugular and the carotid but also the trachea
 and the oesophagus. This practice brings on anatomo-physiological consequences. These
 are as follows:

1. A regurgitation of the contents of the stomach through the oesophagus which is
 anatomically beside the trachea 2. The animal continues to breath very hard from the
 agony that can last a quarter of an hour where it inhales faecal matter, rich in germs of all
 sorts. 3. This matter that was inhaled all the way to the pulmonary alveoli distributes the
 germs in the blood much more easily because the membrane there is very thin and the
 circulation, let’s remember, is always working during this period of agony and even
 accelerated by the stress at the level of essential organs. 4. Enormous risk of
 contamination in the depth of the meat is consequently there. 5. We observe also from the
 intense stress, two physiological phenomenon which conjugate the fall of all immune
 systems. And the concentration of blood in the essential organs, you can say that the
 animal retains its blood. This is a natural process of survival that brings on also a bleeding
 that is not as good. This is opposing the allegations of people doing this practice. There is
 in fact, a greater production of toxins. 6. The longer the agony finally brings on violent
 convulsions accompanied by defecation and urine, all of it splashing the whole
 slaughtering area. We clearly see the consequences for the nutritional well being of the
 consumers. We infringe the sacred idea of the precautionary principle to respect an exotic
 practice that is irrational, unsustainable on all plains. Based on a superstition from the
 middle-ages that is observed. In these conditions, the actual derogations to the European



 rules permitting ritual slaughter, are they acceptable? The multiplication of cases of toxic
 infections was predictable… and will touch mostly non-Muslims that are not conscious of
 the risks that are not controlled and of the culinary habits that makes consumers eat meat
 that is much more raw. (than Muslims eat meat)

I oppose the fact that one specific religion be imposed upon or take precedence over all
 other chosen religions and I am now finding it increasingly harder to source NON
 HALAL meat & food products with most Supermarket chains & butchers bending to this
 what I feel has become an easy money making and possibly money laundering HALAL
 scheme aimed to extract large amounts of funds from both moslem and non-moslem
 Australian citizens by stealth.

Rob Avery
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From:  
Sent: Thursday, 25 June 2015 5:48 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal certification

We r paying hidden halal tax when we dont want or need it needs to b stopped its pathetic
 ban it at once  ...

 ....Victor Evans

Sent from Windows Mail

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au
mailto:Natasha.Rusjakovski@aph.gov.au


ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 382

Submission Details: Mr Justin Seabrook







ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 383

Submission Details: Ms Kerry Marks





From: kerry marks 
Sent: Friday, 26 June 2015 9:58 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third party certification of food - Parliament of Australia

I want to voice my disgust at having halal certified food forced upon the unsuspecting and
 uninformed Australian public. I do NOT eat kosher food. I do NOT eat sanitarium for the
 same reason. I do not give money or participate in any MANS religion yet I cannot buy
 food or products  in a Christian country that is not halal certified. What about my choice.
 Why has choice for 98% of the Australian population been removed? Where does all that
 money go. One certifier often brags on Facebook how rich we have made him and if we
 don't like it then we can eat pork and drink beer as that is all we have left uncertified.
 Attached is a link to a report from a W.A certifyer who makes donations to Syria via a
 charity to avoid repercussions. That charity in UK is linked to the muslim brotherhood.
 We wants ANSWERS and CHANGE.

http://www.islamiccouncilwa.com.au/presidents-report/

Sent from my Samsung GALAXY S5
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From: Fay Christie 
Sent: Friday, 26 June 2015 10:20 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Submission to the Inquiry on Third Party Certification of Food

The  Chairman
Food Certification  Committee

Dear Senator
 I write to you to convey my feelings about halal

certified meats. I am a Christian
 I live in a Christian Country and I am guided by Christian Ideals. You
could say I am biased
 because I do not approve of  Muslims especially since they are leaving
this Country that they chose to live in  to fight  and slaughter most
violently other Christians living overseas. Teaching  their  small children
to murder and decapitate and be proud of what they have done to innocent
people.

This wonderful Christian Country does not need halal food and if Muslims
do not like that
they should go and live elsewhere.  It is absolutely impossible  to
purchase  non Halal
meats and that offends  millions of Christians.  We do not have a
choice  and are bowing
to 2% of a population that hate us and threaten to kill us and take over
our country.
Their Qur'an  tells them to spread Islam all over the world and that is
what is happening
and the Australian Government is aiding this horror by bowing to their
every wish.

Not only do we have to put up with the above BUT  have any of you ever
witnessed
the frightful way in which  the animals  are slaughtered?   One could
say it is similar  to the way they  slaughter  their enemy ( I refer to
the young boy holding the severed head of
another human)
Where I shop I do not have a choice. If I want meat it has to be Halal
.  No I can not look for somewhere else.  I am 82years old suffer with
severe arthritis Bi lateral hip replacements
and severe pain 24/7. I am forced to purchase Halal from my local shop.
I believe that some chocolates have the Halal certification.  Now how
ridiculous is that.
How many people would know that?
    It is my understanding   that many producers do not display the logo
for Halal there by
fooling consumers into buying what they don't realize  is Halal.
I fully believe our Constitution  prevents  any religion  being  forced
on  any Australian Citizen and yet with Halal it is being forced and to
Hell with our Constitution.
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What is the Government thinking to allow this to happen

        In my opinion Halal is there to raise funds for  the growth and
promotion of Islam
Get rid of it  as it is evil.

Fay Christie
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From: D&A Stanley  
Sent: Friday, 26 June 2015 10:24 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Submission into Halal certification

I write to express my concern about halal certification.  I feel the public has not been
 properly informed about the process of halal certification, which includes, but is not
 limited to, the treatment of the animals, what halal actually means and where the money
 goes.

It would be good to have enforced clear labelling on products so they public can make
 informed choices.  Those products that currently have the halal certification symbol on
 them are not always obvious and the symbol should be larger. 

Yours faithfully

Alison Stanley
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ndra 

Letter to Senate Inquiry into Third Party Certification of Food 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I write as a very concerned citizen about the growing system of “Halal Certification” on 
food and other products. 

I understand and respect the need of the muslim community to have food that meets 
their strict religious food laws.  I also respect the needs of the jewish community, 
bhuddists, seikhs, vegetarians and others with special dietary needs and requirements.  
I have no problem with these products being available in my local supermarket and 
other stores. 

Where I do have a problem is when these items are not identified as meeting particular 
dietary or religious requirements.  When I shop I look for identifying logos such as 
“gluten free”, “vegetarian”, “heart tick”, to assist me in my shopping decisions.  I 
struggle when I need to make meat (and other grocery items) purchases and 
everything in the display is labelled “halal certified”.  Or I discover after I have made a 
purchase that that product is actually halal certified but was not labelled, such as 
Nestle products. 

While I respect the right of people of various faiths to have their beliefs respected and 
their needs catered to, I would like the same respect shown to me in return.  I am a 
Christian and the teachings of my faith prohibit me from eating anything “halal 
certified”.  

Quote from the Bible:  1 Corinthians 10:28 
‘But if anyone says to you, “This was offered to idols,” do not eat it for the sake 
of the one who told you, and for conscience’ sake; for “the earth is the Lord’s, 
and all its fullness.”’ 

If I choose to purchase an item with a “Heart Tick”, I know that the fees paid by the 
manufacturer go directly to the Heart Foundation and are used to fund research.  I 
have no such information regarding halal certification to inform me about what I am 
supporting if I purchase that particular product.  With proper labelling and associated 
information I can make intelligent choices as to which products I purchase or not. 

According to the muslim community halal involves an act of worship (prayer) “So the 
halal way of slaughtering an Animal which is regarded as halal to eat is having a sharp 
knife saying Bismillaah, wa Allaahu akbar (In the name of Allaah and Allaah is Most 
Great).” [from a number of muslim sources].  This is a prayer said over every animal. 
This quote is from a conference held in Turkey by Muslims about halal certification: 

All participants agreed that the interpretation, standardization, regulation and 
application of Halal is regarded as an act of worship. The crafting of Halal 
standards requires inter alia the skills of qualified Muslim theologians who 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians+10:28&version=NKJV


possess in-depth knowledge of Islamic Law, which is based on Qur’an, Sunnah, 
Ijmah and Qiyas. Halal Certification by non-Muslim entities is deemed null and 
void in terms of Islamic Law. 

http://www.halalcertificationturkey.com/en/2015/06/muslims-gathered-in-
istanbul-against-non-muslims-interfering-in-halal-issues/ 

(Bold and underline are mine.) 

There also seems to be some confusion between Kosher and Halal: 

Many people wrongly assume that Halal and Kosher are one and the same. If a 
product is Kosher certified, it does not mean the product is Halal. The Kosher 
process differs from what is allowable by the Islamic Shariah. 

Another example of the difference between Halal and Kosher is the slaughter 
process. For Halal meat and poultry processing, the Muslim slaughterman is 
required to acknowledge God's Creation and to thank God for providing 
sustenance by reciting a prayer before each and every slaughter with the 
statement, “In the name of God – God is the Greatest - Bismillahi Allahu Akbar.” 

The Shochet, or Jewish slaughterman does not and is not, required to invoke 
God's name on each animal before each slaughter. 

http://www.isaiowa.org/content/Halal-Information/Halal-Education/Why-Kosher-
is-not-Halal.aspx 

As a Christian, I am permitted to eat Kosher because there is no act of worship 
involved in the preparation of the food or its certification. 

In this wonderful country of Australia, I find it strange that a minority group can erode 
my freedom to choose what I do and do not purchase to eat.  The widespread 
occurrence of Halal certified products means that my choices are being quickly reduced 
and I am being forced to participate in their acts of worship (prayers).  This happens 
when I purchase products that are not properly identified as being Halal and I discover 
later that they are actually halal certified; or when there is no alternative product 
available. 

My submission to this inquiry is simple – 
1. Make it mandatory for halal certified products to be clearly labelled as such.
2. Ensure that the fees paid for such certification is channelled in to the broader

Australian Community.  If everyone is forced to purchase halal certified
products, then everyone should benefit from the fees paid.

3. If at all possible, remove halal certification from products and food that is by
its very nature already halal.  Eg. Fruit and vegetables (both fresh and
processed) cheese, milk, etc.

4. Make sure your inquiry understands that halal and kosher are two entirely
different things.

Thank you for taking the time to read my submission. 
Regards, 

Andra Blanchard 
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ttp://www.isaiowa.org/content/Halal-Information/Halal-Education/Why-Kosher-is-not-H
ttp://www.isaiowa.org/content/Halal-Information/Halal-Education/Why-Kosher-is-not-H


Phone: 
 Or:  
Fax:  lanchard 

ndra 



ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 387

Submission Details: Robin Swinbourn





From: Robin Swinbourn  
Sent: Friday, 26 June 2015 11:28 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third Party certification.

To whom it may concern.

It is my view that any product is okay for members of the Islamic faith. The Qur'an clearly
 identifies Halal as meaning permissible. The Qur'an, excepted by followers of Islam is
 deemed as the literal word of Allah. Allah has passed on to the Messenger Muhammad
 through the Qur'an, who said “Today the good things are permitted to you, and the food
 of those who were given the Book (being the Jews and Christians) is permitted to you, and
 permitted to them is your food.” Allah also stated “eat what they seize for you, and
 mention Gods Name over it”. Muslims need only to bless their consumer goods at the
 time of consumption and the goods are truly Halal (permissible).

There is no reference in any English translated Qur'an or Koran from Allah mentioning any
 order to maintain a Halal Certification scheme.

A true Muslim will tell you it is blasphemy to make profit from the word of the Qur’an.

 Also there are other faiths that are forbidden to eat halal food and by either not having a
 label on the food for these people to be able avoid it we are compromising their beliefs
 and denying them the choice to purchase appropriate food.

As stated above there is absolutely no reason for halal certification to exist, it is not
 required under their own religion and is in fact against the teachings of their own religion.

There are items that are being certified that do not require certifying like water or
 tampons even catfood. Who eats cat food? Do cats follow Islam? This can only lead me to
 assume that this is all about money. Which in turn leads me to ask where does this money
 go and how much is passed on to consumers? Is there an open and transparent flow that
 shows who gets this money?

I know for a fact that this government would save hundreds of thousands of dollars if they
 stopped the practise of halal certification. It would save money on any purchase of
 food/products supplied to hospital, prisons and even detention centres where we
 currently are forced to supply halal food.

One other area of halal that bothers me greatly is the halal certification requirements for
 Abattoirs. The Australian method of irreversible stunning is not acceptable to these
 certifiers and animals are suffering torture at the hands of slaughterers. Animals under

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
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 the Islamic/halal method are given a light stun only, allowed to wake up where they are
 then forced to their knees to then have their throats slit and in some cases are hung up to
 bleed out whilst alive and fully aware. This is highly offensive to me as a human being and
 against all welfare laws for animals in Australia.

I could go on but I really see no need to with the fact that all any devout follower of Islam
 needs to do would be to say a one word blessing over any product that they have any
 doubt about to make it permissible to eat. It would be no different to any other family of
 faith sitting and saying a prayer at the dinner table before eating.

No other religion requires that money change hands to have a label on food, like kosher
 labels.

Every single one of these problems can be fixed by banning halal certification. A food can
 have a label on it but absolutely no money should change hands..

I thank you for giving us the opportunity to have a say in this issue.
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From:  
Sent: Friday, 26 June 2015 1:00 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third party certification of food.

Dear Committee Secretariat, I would like to state that I would like my
personal information kept confidential on this matter.

 Re- Third party certification.

1}      Halal meat and other halal food is a violation of my basic human
rights.
  I do not follow islam which is sharia law, and by stealth it has been
slowly creeping into our food chain.
2}     97% of Australia's population has had their own belief system
trampled on. Be it christian, jew, buddhism, atheist, etc.
3}     Australia is not an islamic country. We, the people of Australia
come from many countries with varied beliefs and Australia is a
democratic nation and will always be. Australia has its own law and it
is called Australian Law NOT sharia law.
4}      NO religion or ideology has any right to require fees to be paid
to them on the grounds to make something permissible for a select few.
5}    The monies paid for halal certification go to the rise of islam in
our country and not for the benefit of all Australians.
6}    There is basically  no accountability or taxes paid on halal
certfication. It is hiding under the guise of religion when in fact it
is an ideology.
       ALL FEES PAID FOR HALAL CERTIFICATION ALREADY must be made open
and transparent so all Australians know quite clearly how much has been
paid and where this money has been spent.
7}      Australian muslims have lived here for 100+ years and up until
the 1980"s did not need a piece of paper to make their food permissible
to eat. Muslims like Christians said a prayer over their food before
eating.
8}    When pet food, toothpaste, sanity items etc. start having halal
certification you really can see how far this has got out of hand.
9}      Halal certification has become nothing less than the transfer of
wealth from the infidels to those that follow islam.
10}    The heart foundation and gluten free products are a health issue
and as such come under a different category than Halal which is an ideology.
11}   As more and more Australian's start to realise the full extent and
impact that halal certification brings, the more pressure will come to
bare on all politicans past and present. Australian's  in their own
country are now having to change their shopping habits, I, for one
refuse to support any company that is Halal certified. Australia has the
best food and health standards in the world.   All politicians are
responsible for up holding Australia's  value's, democracy, and freedom
of choice. We are now at the point where our freedom of choice for our
most basic need [food]  has been hijack by those with there own agenda.
It is my understanding that now it is near impossible to find a baby
formula that is not halal certified. Please do not try and tell
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Australian's that halal cetification is O.K.  IT IS NOT.  and NEVER WILL
BE. to the other 97% of its population that do not follow islam.
12}   I will no longer accept the excuse that we need all this halal
certification for our export market. A small percentage of our overall
trade goes to muslim countries. If the muslim countries want our produce
and lets not forget that all countries want our produce not just muslim
countries ,then those wanting certification pay for their own
certification and all costs incurred for that certification.  All of our
trading partners have their basic human right NOT to have their food
blessed by a false idol or god according to their own belief.

            In Summary : I would like to say that those wanting halal
certification are to pay for their own certification and all cost that
it incurs to be halal compliant. All products must be labeled very
clearly and boldly that is Halal.  All halal certifier's must open their
books and show all fees that have been paid and where that money has
been spent.

 Thank you for allowing me to express my view.
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From: maurie  
Sent: Saturday, 27 June 2015 2:45 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject:

Senate Standing Committees on Economics
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600
    So-called halal certification along with any other of this
 mongrel style legislation, would constitute the most
 insulting ever, to the intellect of the average Australian!
Not only should the members of parliament who legislated it
 but all subsequent yellow backed individuals
who either endorsed or ignored it should be forced to front a
 high court judge facing charges of treason! Not since
 Whitlam assumed our nation should be subjected to his
 dangerous version of socialism has our society been
 categorised as such a bunch of idiots!

Maurice Holstein.
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From: Valerie 
Sent: Saturday, 27 June 2015 3:13 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third Party Certification of FoodI

I wish to object to the third party certification of food for the following reasons :-  

(1) this is an unauthorised/ illegal tax on food

(2) Halal certification /tax may be used to fund terrorism

(3) there has not been any, nor should there be any Government Legislation to authorise these taxes

(4) as some food items are taxed(e.g. GST) , this becomes a tax on a tax
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From: Jessica Dirks  
Sent: Saturday, 27 June 2015 6:12 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal Certification- we don't want it

I would like to express my opinion about the 'Third party Certification of Food' in reference
 to Halal Certified foods. 
I first came across this certification maybe 2 years ago, the first food product I found out
 was halal was Cadbury. There began my journey of learning about this certification, which
 helped me to choose if I wanted to support it or not. Along the way I discovered that
 Cadbury was to take out a certain ingredient of their chocolate because it contained dna
 of pig, ever since then I've heard of people saying their chocolate had tasted very different
 in a bad way.
After having done many hours of research into the scam and the in-humane slaughter I've
 concluded that it is completely unnecessary, not only for non-Muslims but actually
 Muslims themselves. They are able to bless their food at their very own kitchen table,
 there has been absolutely no need to certify foods and to slaughter animals inhumanly.
 There is also no need to put a tax on it. Do you realise how much the Director of Halal
 boasts about how much money he has made from this tax? A lot! And he loves it, he is
 clearly doing it for the money. 
I've been told that a portion of the money has been going to Mosques and Youth Groups,
 these places have caused nothing but trouble since they've opened and we really do not
 need anymore. We are doing far too much for a RELIGION and it really does need to stop.
 Put your own citizens first, listen to those that have been on this beautiful land for
 decades and listen to how much we don't want Halal Certification. So many great
 Australian food products are Halal! Vegemite, Cadbury, Mars.. The list goes on. We don't
 need this religion, it's bad enough that preachers come up to you in the streets with
 pamphlets but now we're being forced to eat their food?
Did you know that the horrible and barbaric Halal slaughter requires a proper Muslim
 Slaughterer? That means more and more Australians lose a job because of this tax scam. 
If you don't plan to ban this money stealing scam then I suggest you bring in a law that
 requires companies that are Halal certified to clearly and rather largely, label their
 products, giving us the choice we deserve. We have that right don't we? 
I do hope you plan to do something about this Halal scam. Ever since more and more
 companies have become Halal, more and more Australians have become angry about it.
 It's not going to stop. We will continue to boycott, it's our money we choose where it
 goes. 

Jessica Dirks
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From: susan clarke  
Sent: Saturday, 27 June 2015 11:54 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal Certification

Good morning

I wish to express my concerns over Australian government  condoning the Halal
 Certification tax. 
I am deeply frustrated that when i go to the supermarket i do not have a choice because of
 the food lables . Most of our food is Halal and i dont want to contribute  to this
 religious tax that funds IS.I Have written to food companies and the replys state
 mostly  the export dollar  
I would like to see Non Halal on the food  lable along with the heart tick etc . 
I am replused also on the way our animals are slaughtered in the Halal fashion its so cruel
 and more and more Muslms are buying up our abbitors .supply of non Halal  chicken
Beef . Lamb will not exists in the future if we dont complain .  I dont see why Australians
 have endure this religious tax .  

Your  Sincerely
Mrs SA. Clarke
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From: Phillip H  
Sent: Sunday, 28 June 2015 1:51 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal Certification

To whom it may concern.

I would like to support the inquiry of halal certification in Australia, I believe there is good
 reason because the Islamic community has made it quite clear that it is not required by
 their standards (prayer can make any acceptable food product halal for their consumption)
 and also they publicly admit to being made millionaires by its  proceeds and yet it is tax
 free also.

The fact that it amounts to a religious "tax" and why the government has not already
 inquired about it is mystifying, given the facts made public by muslims.

Halal certification has been proven in many countries to be supporting terrorist groups and
 is making trillions of dollars around the world under the guise of "fund raising" but the
 funds are being channeled in to building mosques and the support of Sharia law to be
 introduced in to countries that already have fundamental laws for everyone, yet it appears
 they are winning this war slowly but gradually. The conception of fund raising was to
 assist those in need and other than furthering Islam states, halal has no proof of assisting
 those disadvantaged needing aid.

The prime minister has asked for "heads to roll" at the ABC whilst allowing the media to
 label the general public of Australia "Racist" or "Islam phobics", That needs to be stopped
 for 2 reasons, first islam is a radical religious cult not a country and second a phobia is a
 fear, our opposition is not a fear it is a dislike or intense dislike of the discrimination acted
 out by this cult to our way of life.

I am not an Australian but have been a resident here since 1979, I love this country, I love
 my way of life and I will defend this nation in any way possible as required.

Halal is not "fair Australian" and clear understanding and labeling of food products so we
 have a choice is imperative to Australians.

Your Sincerely

Phillip hall
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28 June 2015 

Senate Standing Committees on Economics 

PO Box 6100 

Parliament House 

CANBERRA ACT 2600 

Dear Senators 

Re: SENATE INQUIRY INTO THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATION OF FOOD 

Reference A: Economics References Committee Terms of Reference dated 13 

May 2015. 

I thank the Senators for the opportunity to provide a submission into the “Senate Inquiry 

into Third Party Certification of Food” in particular those issues relating to the burgeoning 

industry of Halal Certification of food here in Australia.  

Background on Halal Certification: 

Halal Certification was first introduced into Australia in 1974 by the then Federal 

Government to enhance the opportunities for export of Australian exporters, mainly meat 

products.  Under that initial legislation an organisation known as “The Australian 

Federation of Islamic Councils” (AFIC) was approved to authorise the standardisation of 

Certification and to oversee the practices associated with Halal Certification particularly 

for the export market. 

Since 1974 the number of certification organisations has ballooned out to some 24 Halal 

certification authorities with the four biggest being: 

1. The Australian Federation of Islamic Councils (AFIC);

2. Halal Certification Authority Australia (HCAA);

3. Supreme Islamic Council of Halal Meat in Australia (SICHMA); and

4. Islamic Coordination Council of Victoria (ICCV).

It is interesting to note that all of the above organisations are registered as “not-for-profit” 

religious organisations and are beneficiaries of Australia’s generous taxation laws 

applicable to religious groups, including taxation laws. 

There is no doubt that Halal Certification is beneficial to Australian producers and 

exporters who wish to sell their products to the Middle East markets and should continue 

to be an important economic sanction to those that wish to continue sales to that area. 

The question that needs to be asked is does Halal Certification have a place within the 

broader domestic market?  The answer to that question is a resounding “NO”, especially 

when it is introduced without the knowledge and permission of the Australian consumer. 

Understanding Islam: 

The Certification authorities would have you believe that Halal Certification is essential 

for Islam because Islam is a religion that has specific dietary requirements not unlike 

those of the Jewish, Sikh and Buddhist religions but we do not have (to my knowledge) 

certification authorities for those religions, however I may stand corrected if this is the 

case. 

The truth of the matter is that Islam is not so much a religion as a whole of life ideology 

that provides guidance to the followers of Islam on how to live their lives, what to eat, 

when to eat, when to pray and who to marry as well as providing guidance in finance and 

law (Shari’ah). 

Islam means “submission to the will of God”, or Allah as he is referred to by believers. 

The Qur’an is Islam’s holy book and is considered to be the literal word of God (Allah) as 

revealed to the Prophet Muhammad 1,400 odd years ago. Since Allah is seen as perfect 

his words are seen as perfect too and cannot be questioned or challenged because doing 
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so would be viewed as questioning or challenging Allah himself. Besides, Allah and his words are 

perfection personified and perfection cannot be improved upon. Indeed, not one of the Qur’an’s 114 

Surah’s (chapters) has been changed over the centuries. Islam requires believers to unconditionally 

accept and obey Allah’s words as given in the Qur’an, even if that brings them in conflict with the wider 

society they live in. There are terrible consequences for those who don’t. 

Islam teaches that it is the one true religion and that all other religions and belief systems are false and 

not accepted by Allah. Believers are seen as inherently superior to unbelievers. There is no respect or 

tolerance for people of other faiths or beliefs in Islam, who are thought of as contemptible, unworthy, 

enemies of Allah and less than human. Islam teaches that it is a sacred duty of believers to convert, 

subjugate or kill all unbelievers in order to purify the earth, which belongs to Allah alone. It justifies any 

act which leads to their conversion, subjugation or death. There is no mention of Allah’s love or regard 

for unbelievers in the Qur’an. Allah’s hatred for them and cruelty towards them are mentioned over 500 

times however. 

Islam’s purpose is to have everyone on earth live under Islamic rule and Islamic law, Sharia. The fact 

that this means destroying all non-Islamic societies and shedding vast amounts of blood is irrelevant. 

The command comes straight from Allah through Muhammad to the Qur’an and is non-negotiable, like 

everything else in the book. All other forms of government are seen as a sin and an insult to Allah and 

striving to institute Sharia worldwide is an Islamic imperative. Jihad is the individual and communal effort 

to expand the territory ruled by believers, to spread the rule of Islam and Islamic law throughout the 

world by whatever means are necessary. Believers have conducted jihad against unbelievers from 

Islam’s beginning to the present time. Indeed, every single day that goes by is full of examples of 

believers conducting jihad against unbelievers and carrying out horrific acts in the name of Islam, up to 

and including mutilation, torture, homicide and mass murder. 

Islam permits lying by believers to unbelievers and is in fact the only major religion with a well-developed 

canon sanctioning this. Lying to unbelievers takes one of two forms in Islam, Taqiyya or Kitman.  

Taqiyya is lying or deceiving by saying something which isn’t true and Kitman is lying and deceiving by 

omission, by telling only part of the truth and withholding the rest. Both come from Allah and the Qur’an 

and may be used in a wide variety of circumstances, one of them being to gain the trust of unbelievers 

to make them weaker and more vulnerable prior to defeating them, another being to comply with any of 

Islam’s myriad imperatives.  

Taqiyya and Kitman have been used extensively throughout Islam’s history to deceive unbelievers and 

to gloss over Islam’s true nature and intentions and spread the rule of Islam and Islamic law. Our time 

is no exception. Believers are constantly lying to unbelievers to bring them under Islam’s yoke.  This is 

no different now with Certification Authorities glossing over the true reason for Halal Certification and 

where the money paid for such certification goes to. 

Mohamed El-Mouelhy who is the sole director of Halal Certification Authority Pty Ltd has said openly 

that Halal Certification has made him a millionaire and that the only thing that his money goes to is to 

keep his wife in shoes!  Perhaps the ATO needs to do an in-depth investigation into Mr El-Mouelhy to 

see what organisations he supports and whether any of them have links to known terrorist organisations. 

The Extent of Global Certification: 

Unlike the older and more complex Kashrut (Jewish dietary laws) designed to serve the small observant 

Jewish community, Halal certification schemes are widely imposed on non-Muslims. Certification 

schemes began in the 1970’s and are funded by consumers through a multi-level system of one off and 

recurring fees, paid by suppliers to Islamic organisations.  It is in effect a hidden Islamic tax on goods 

and services. 

The extent of this Islamic 'tax' becomes clear when we understand who contributes to these schemes: 

The four major dairy companies 

 Over 75% of poultry suppliers

 Over 60% of abattoirs processing sheep
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 More than 50% of abattoirs processing cattle

 Generalists like Simplot, Unilever, Nestle, Kraft and many more

The global market for halal-certified products and services is estimated to be worth more than USD2.3 

trillion, expanding by 20% per year. These schemes are not limited to food alone, with products and 

services ranging from halal certified cosmetics to water, trucks, warehousing and sharia finance there 

is no limit to the schemes. Plans are in place to certify every step of the market from suppliers of animal 

feed, to food processing and eventually the transport to your supermarket and shopping bag. 

Companies who believe non-Muslims do not care, pass on the extra cost to consumers. Few products 

are labelled as certified halal, when in fact most meat and dairy produce bought in supermarkets, or 

when eating out, are now halal certified for a fee. There is no other religious group imposing such a 

broad, tax-like scheme on our supply chain. 

What many people may not know is that in 2014 there was a meeting in Mecca Saudi Arabia of some 

of the world’s most influential Muslim leaders convened by a leading Saudi born Wahhabi sect leader 

to sign an agreement that would establish an overarching organisation that would take control of the 

funds created by the booming Halal Certification “racket” and to direct those funds as it saw fit. 

Amongst those that attended the meeting and signed the accord were Abdallah Ben Abdel Mohsen al-

Turki from Sydney’s Malek Fahd Islamic School, Hafez Kassem the embattled Australian Federation of 

Islamic Councils, Mr Ahafiq Khan who is known in Australia as “Mr Saudi”, New Zealand’s hard-line 

Islamic Imam Sheik Omar El-Banna and Australia’s Grand Mufti Ibrahim Abu Mohammed. 

At the meeting is was decided that 70% of profits from Halal Certification would be given back to the 

signatories and 30% would be given to the World Muslim League (WML).  Whilst there is no evidence 

to suggest that WML is linked to terrorism the Wahhabi sect of Islam is well known for its desire to 

establish a world-wide Caliphate living under the strict interpretation of Shari’ah Law which is also the 

aim of the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant and the Islamic State of Syria both of whom the Australian 

Defence Forces are fighting at present.  Perhaps this is the case of Taqiyya or Kitman at work? 

Halal Certification in Australia: 

It seems ironic that Australia’s 22 million citizens are being held to ransom by less than 0.2% of the 

population and are being subjected to a tax by stealth through “Halal Certification”, a tax that has nothing 

to do with the Religious requirements of the true Muslim faith and in modern times is nothing but a 

deceptive method of collecting revenue to fund what – shoes or Jihad?  

Halal means to be from pork, blood or alcohol and for animals to have been slaughtered according the 

Islamic way (facing Mecca and having their throats cut whilst still alive).  I have witnessed the slaughter 

of animals in this manner and it is not a pleasant sight to see them squirming and trying to escape whilst 

at the same time having their blood flow from deep cuts to the neck.  It can sometimes take several 

minutes for the animal to die from loss of blood. 

Whilst I can acknowledge that here may be a need for Certification in the export market I believe that if 

Muslims wish to purchase Halal foodstuffs then limit it to small items that are prepared in the correct 

manner according to their requirements. 

With respect to foodstuffs other than meat I am not convinced that items such as oatmeal, ANZAC 

Biscuits, jelly, fish and all other grocery items need to be Halal Certified just to appease a minority group. 

Australian society is a mix of many minority religious groups including religious groups such as 

Buddhism, Hinduism, Shintoism, and Sikhism etc. that do not demand any type of certification.   

Halal Certification of general supermarket food products is a discriminatory ideological tax or “jizya”. 

That is imposed on the people of Australia without their knowledge or permission ad does not have a 

place in Australian Society.  The only beneficiaries of this insidious tax her in Australia is the Australian 

Federation of Islamic Councils Inc. and its subsidiaries many of which openly supports the introduction 

of Shari’ah Law into Australia and to replace our unique culture with that of an archaic and barbaric 

culture that belongs in the dark ages. 



4 Submission – Senate Inquiry into Food Labelling 

Recommendations: 

The Northern Suburbs Veterans Support Centre, on behalf of Veterans throughout Australia make the 

following recommendations in relation to the Senate Inquiry into Food Labelling that: 

1. Producers and manufacturers adopt a “user pay” system whereby those religious organisations

that require specific certification for their food provide the necessary services to comply with their

requirements and that that cost be borne by the organisation requiring it and not the whole

consumer base.

2. If as a requirement of legitimate trade between countries Certification is required then that

arrangement should be between the exporter and importer and any costs associated with that

certification should not be levied against the domestic market.

3. All packaging on food products that have been certified for whatever reason must be clearly

labelled with a standard symbol large enough for consumers to see.  This will allow the consumer

a choice as to whether or not to purchase a certified product.  The cost of Certification must be

allocated to that product alone and not to similar articles that are not certified.

4. All products must carry logo’s or information relating to the product being sold with respect to

certification, place of manufacture, origin of product, type of product (organic etc.) and chemical

content so that consumers can make an informed decision to purchase the product or not.

5. Certification authorities be denied religious not-for-profit status as it is quite obvious that these

organisations are reaping in huge financial benefits, in excess of $2 bn here in Australia and are

not paying their fair share of taxes because of the so called not-for-profit status that they are

claiming on religious grounds.

6. All Certification Authorities regardless of what religion or cause that they purport to represent

need to be investigated by the Australian Security Intelligence Organisation or the Australian

Security Intelligence Service to ensure that they are not supporting or have links to known terrorist

groups.

7. Finally, all supermarkets in Australia as well as independent outlets must declare whether the

products that they sell are certified or not for whatever reason and that this acknowledgement

must be clearly visible for all consumers to see.

Yours sincerely 

Arthur W. Ventham RFD MBA CD AFAIM 

Chairman 

Northern Suburbs Veterans Support Centre 
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From:  
Sent: Sunday, 28 June 2015 5:18 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal certification

We are writing this in the hope that something will be done about Halal Certification.

1. Why should companies pay for Halal Certification. I can understand the Islamic rite for
 beef and cattle for export but am at a loss as to why it is being done in the domestic
 sector.

2. The argument that this is not a cost for consumers is fanciful.
Companies would show the cost in their P/L sheet, so their Profit will go down as a
 result. To make up for the loss in Profit, the consumer has to bear it.

3. Why does Barnaby Joyce think the country will fall on it's face if we don't support
 Halal Certification. We, the consumers, have every right to spend our cash any way we
 choose and if we don't want to pay for Halal Certification then we shouldn't have to.

4. Just as an example. Yesterday we bought an apple pie, AN APPLE PIE, and on the
 wrapping was the Halal logo and the word Halal. This was a small local company in
 WA.

So we are asking for this to stop. We do not need Halal on our everyday shopping and
 personally we, as Catholics, would like to see the Cross on our goods. How does that
 sound.? Thank you for the opportunity to have our say.

Mary and John McGinnis

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au
mailto:Natasha.Rusjakovski@aph.gov.au


ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 396

Submission Details: Ms Janice  Ginder





From:  
Sent: Sunday, 28 June 2015 7:48 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third Party Certification of Food

Parliament of Australia,
 http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/OnlineSubmission

Submission to the Senate Inquiry into Food Certification Schemes

Halal certification is not in Australia's best interest.

The damage to Australia’s productivity  of a lot of companies is suffering as more and
 more Australians boycott products labelled with the halal certification. So far there are
  Five websites calling to Boycott Halal totalling 110621 Likes and growing.  

Most Australians do not want to buy items from companies which are supporting a islamic
 ideology in the guise of a religion. Is it not discrimination to be forced to do so?
 The collection of this forced donation MUST be banned by our Government.

Why are so many Aussie firms paying inflated prices to have Halal certification
 when they know the islamic market is not more than 3% of the buyer
 population? 
Are they coerced with threats of product tampering? Why is there a non-
disclosure clause in the contracts companies sign?  Does the cost of
 certification not also increase the price of food to all consumers?

There is a growing awareness that the collection of fees for certification is BIG
 BUSINESS and because it is claimed to be a religious non-taxable profit, a charity based
 scheme, the money benefits only the islamic population. There are close to two dozen
 Halal certification organisations operating in Australia, with the four biggest certifiers
 (classed as not-for-profit enterprises) being the Australian Federation of Islamic
 Councils (AFIC), the Halal Certification Authority Australia (HCAA), the Supreme
 Islamic Council of Halal Meat in Australia (SICHMA) and the Islamic Co-ordinating
 Council of Victoria (ICCV). A number of businesses also provide Halal certification
 services.
 How does this benefit either our broader Australian community or our Government's
 resources?  The Australian Government does not have a formal role in labelling Halal
 food for domestic consumption. WHERE DOES THE MONEY GO?

We ask our Government to stop the big con that raises money to spread the ideology of
 islam.  The islamic ideology is not compatible with the Australian culture.
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Countries that have banned halal where it means ritual slaughter of animals are:
 Luxemburg, Sweden, Norway, Holland and Switzerland. Please Australia, put a ban on
 halal slaughter. Please Australia put a ban on the collection of halal fees being charged on
 ALL products.
 
"Those that control food, control the world."
 
Janice Ginder
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From: Stephen Chase 
Sent: Sunday, 28 June 2015 9:21 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third party certification of food

Dear Senator,

Please be supportive of clear labelling of food certification. Please implement a
 requirement for transparency regarding exactly where respective funds are sent, and for
 what purpose, and how much money.

Please do whatever is possible to reverse this strange trend of Western Governments that
 seemingly increasingly curtail rights of normal decent people by submitting to whims and
 perversion of hateful religious cults, queer groups, deviant radical groups and the
 infanticide industry.

It is more or less obscene that Halal ever be imposed upon people who would otherwise
 prefer not to fund terrorists or any other morbid religious agendas, and therefore I would
 hope Governments regard integrity with some priority and thus consider genuine
 representation of Australian people.

Stephen Chase.
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From: Anne  
Sent: Sunday, 28 June 2015 10:23 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Inquiry ino Food Certification schemes

My objection to Halal Certification we have today, is that not only is it totally unnecessary, it
 also increases the cost of food.    No business is going to absorb fees it pays for certification
 any more than it absorbs the various other costs of manufacturing its product – it will pass
 those fees on to an unsuspecting public.   If it were only the Muslim community who paid this
 cost, it would obviously not be a problem to the many thousands of Australians of other faiths
 and for whom Halal is in direct conflict with their religion.

Mr Mohamed El-Mouelhy , sole director of Halal Certification Authority Pty Ltd., made it very
 clear in his TV appearance, that we are all idiots and bigots because we have all been eating
 Halal all our lives and that is true -  because everything except pork, blood, animals that have
 died of themselves or been strangled and animals or birds that are scavengers, IS Halal.  It
 quite clearly states that in the Koran.   The only thing that has changed is that in the mid
 1980’s someone in the Muslim world decided it would be a good money maker to insist that
 everything had to be “certified” and, of course, at a cost.  I don’t think anyone really knows
 that cost, but it is estimated to be in the billions, worldwide.       If the Government were to
 increase GST and make it across the board so that it covered all food, fresh or otherwise,
 there would be the biggest outcry even though an increase would obviously assist in lowering
 the budget deficit.   Halal Certification fees DO NOT BENEFIT THIS COUNTRY!!  It benefits
 only Muslims and makes the owners of the incredible number of certification bodies in this
 country into millionaires.  These organisations are registered as charities and so do not pay tax;
 their financial books are not open to inspection and they are not honest about what fees they
 charge.   In fact, they make the companies who give way to what it tantamount to blackmail,
 sign a secrecy agreement.   They are not open and truthful about what happens to that money
 either, whether it all stays in Australia or some of it makes it way to countries like Syria.     If
 bikie gangs were to canvas companies offering “protection” the Federal Police would have a
 field day but, this is exactly what is happening with Halal Certification.   Pay up and we will
 ensure you can sell your goods to Muslim countries.   If you don’t pay up, we will make sure
 Muslim countries do NOT purchase your products.

Then we have the horrific methods of slaughtering to comply with Muslim requirements.   There
 are slaughter houses around Australia who gain exemption from using stunning and in these
 places, animals die a prolonged and horrific death – which in my book is torture and certainly
 against Australians’ views of animal welfare  We are told that the other accepted method for
 Muslim slaughter is the use of the “Mushroom” stun method.   This renders the animal semi-
conscious for 4/5 seconds but they are fully conscious when their throats are cut, as required
 by the Muslim religion.  So in reality, they are dying a similarly horrific death as the non
 stunned animals – it is just a bit easier to get them into the position where the slash to the
 throat can be made.  Before Islam moved into slaughter houses, the stun gun used not only
 rendered animals fully unconscious but by the time it was slaughtered, it was almost certainly
 already dead.   As a Pet Shop owner many years ago, in a previous life in the UK, I visited a
 slaughter house on a weekly basis to purchase fresh tripe, and it was there that I was able to
 actual witness the use of the stun gun.   I never saw any sign of life after it was used.

Muslims make up roughly 2% of this country’s population and yet 98% of non-Muslims are finding
 it almost impossible to purchase goods that are not Halal certified and so are therefore forced
 into contributing to this Muslim tax.  We are not only a multi-cultural society, we are also a
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 multi-religion society, and we should all be given equal treatment when it comes to religious
 requirements.  We also have incredibly tough laws when it comes to cleanliness in the
 production of food and the selling of food whether that be in shops or in restaurants.  I am
 pretty certain that Halal certification does nothing to enhance this.

Moving past the certification of food products, I really would like to know why tampons;
 sanitary towels; shampoos; shower gels; dishwasher liquid; floor cleaning products; WATER -
 etc., etc., need Halal certification!!  We also now have Halal certified transport, Halal certified
 truck drivers – the list is endless.    So many non Muslim slaughter men have lost their jobs
 because only a Muslim can carry out Halal slaughter.

As you will have gathered, if you have read this far, I am totally against any form of Halal
 certification, simply because IT IS NOT NECESSARY!!    The lack of identification on the
 wrappings of Halal Certified products is also totally unacceptable because it takes away choice. 
 Incidentally, how do Muslims know what items are Halal certified if they are not properly
 labelled?  Is it a case of “it doesn’t really matter because everything is already Halal?”.  Stop
 the scam, because that is what it is, and we can all go back to consuming and using the products
 that we are familiar with.

Thank you for reading my submission – I hope you come to a sensible decision that is acceptable
 to ALL Australians.

Anne Lacy-Herbert
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From: Reezy Smith  
Sent: Monday, 29 June 2015 1:32 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Inquiry; Third Party Certification of food

Dear Sir/Madam

I am writing in regards to the inquiry into halal certification, and would like to submit the
 following for consideration in this inquiry. 

To commence I would like to make it clear that the salient issue is the certification fees
 and process, sharing equal importance with the slaughter methods. As a non religious
 Australian the matter of halal certification is of great concern to me, and many other
 Australians I have communicated with. My concerns are detailed as follows. 

Certification Fees;
“The global market for halal-certified products and services is estimated to be worth more than
 USD2.3 trillion, expanding by 20% per year. These schemes are not limited to food alone, with
 products and services ranging from halal certified cosmetics to water, trucks, warehousing and
 sharia finance there is no limit to the schemes. Plans are in place to certify every step of the
 market from suppliers of animal feed, to food processing and eventually the transport to your
 supermarket and shopping bag.” Q Society Australia.

The fees demanded by certification bodies to acquire the certification are not only
 extensive, but in many cases of pressure on the company targeted, are nothing better than
 extortion. These costs are passed on to the consumer, no matter how much a company
 may deny such. All operational and marketing costs are paid for in the purchase of the
 product. Having made the informed and well researched decision to refrain from
 following any religion, I strongly object to my purchases contributing funds to a
 religiously motivated scheme. In a democracy, there is freedom of religion and freedom
 from religion. By a vast majority of the products available in not just supermarkets but an
 increasing amount of other stores being halal certified, my right to freedom from religion
 is compromised by way of the cost of certification, particularly where the product is not
 labelled as certified which removes my choice as a consumer to avoid the scheme. I do not
 donate or contribute funds towards any religion voluntarily, and I highly resent being
 forced to as outlined. 

Slaughter Process;
In Australia, the national standard for meat production requires that all animals
 must be effectively stunned (unconscious) prior to slaughter. The vast majority of
 halal slaughter in Australia (including at export abattoirs) complies with this
 standard, that is, all animals are stunned prior to slaughter. The only difference is
 that a reversible stunning method is used, while conventional humane slaughter
 may use an irreversible stunning method. - RSPCA
The main concern with halal slaughter is the reversible stun being used, if any stun is used
 in the first place. Many of the animals have in fact regained semi to full consciousness by
 the time they are slaughtered, resulting in them experiencing unimaginable pain before
 death. And this is assuming that the stun is applied. Whether the government and food
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 authorities would like to believe it or not, there are halal slaughterers who are not stunning
 the animals at all. As found in the standards outlined on the RSPCA website, not all cattle
 are required to be stunned at all;
For cattle and sheep, the requirements for religious slaughter without prior stunning are set
 out in a nationally adopted guideline Ritual Slaughter for Ovine (Sheep) and Bovine
 (Cattle):

· For cattle, stunning is still required but this occurs immediately after the throat is
cut. Two separate slaughter men must be present: one to perform the cut (which
must sever both the carotid arteries and jugular veins) and one to perform the
stunning.

· For sheep, stunning is not required except where the animal is distressed or does
not rapidly lose consciousness, in which case they must be immediately stunned.

The animals die slowly, bleeding out, scared and in pain. This is not ethical slaughter, this
 is not acceptable. The standards set in Australia in regards to slaughter are to humanely
 kill the animal, avoiding any unnecessary pain and suffering. Halal slaughter is
 incompatible with these values. 

The next concern in this area is the discrimination and religious bias that is being applied
 in the workplace on the insistence that only Muslims can oversee the process, and
 undertake the slaughtering. This counteracts core Australian values of fairness and
 equality. Hard working Australians should not be divided by religious inclinations, and
 certainly should not find themselves losing employment opportunities based on religious
 bias. 

Labelling;
Many of the products on shelves are now halal certified. And of those, many are not
 labelled. It is not legally required for them to be labelled. This is unfair to the consumers
 wishing to avoid the certification and the religious element. It also causes one to ponder
 what the point of the certification is if the consumers requiring halal certified products do
 not know it is halal certified. If these companies insist on partaking in religious
 mythology, and are comfortable in forcing the wishes of the few on the many, a label
 declaring such should be applied. Surely this is a breach of the consumers rights and a
 lack of transparency. 

Certification Dishonesty;
As outlined in the religious doctrine, the Qur'an, most consumables available are
 automatically halal (permissible) with very few, clear exceptions. Muslims are, or should
 be, well aware of what they can and cannot consume according to their religious
 requirements, as are the followers of other faiths. When items like water or fruit and
 vegetables are certified (read; fees), the certification is not only unnecessary, but rather
 useless. The real insult is found in certain alcoholic or even pork items being certified –
 items which are clearly haram (not permissible) under any circumstance. Of even more
 concern is cat food, cosmetics, cleaning supplies, etc being halal certified. This can only
 be received as a blatant and shameless cash grab by the average consumer. Muslims are
 not consuming cat food, and cats do not follow religion. 

Lack of Financial Transparency;
It remains unclear where the large profits gained from certification end up. Many claims
 have been made about certification schemes funding extremist or militant groups, and
 studies in other countries have clearly found and proven the links, validating these claims.



 At the very least the funds are being used to advance Islam in Australia and non islamic
 countries inn the way of islamic schools, islamic centres and places of worship, all of
 which is once again breaching my rights to freedom from religion. Considering quite a
 few islamic schools, centres and charity store-front operations have been and continue to
 be under investigation for financial fraud, I am not comfortable in the lack of transparency
 as to where the halal certification fees are going. 

Hidden Motives;
Halal certification is much more than just fulfilling a religious requirement. The following
 is an indication of the darker of the certification;
“The Grand Mufti of Bosnia Herzegovina, Dr Mustafa Ceric urged the Muslim Ummah to
 conquer the world through Halal movement as Halal means pure and hygiene and non-
Muslim world has no hesitation to accept it.”
Halal is a part of sharia law, and halal certification is a thinly veiled implementation of an
 aspect of sharia law, particularly with the imposition of the certification falling on non
 muslims. 

All of the concerns I have detailed in this document are easily validated through research,
 with a vast array of information available if one takes the time to look. With a growing
 number of Australians concerned about halal certification, I strongly suggest that the
 government, the food authorities and the corporations make it a matter of urgency to do
 some thorough research into the issue.

Yours Sincerely,
R. Smith
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From: Adam Beaven  
Sent: Monday, 29 June 2015 10:38 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third Party Certification of food

Good Morning,

I would like to make a submission to the committee and I do appreciate the opportunity to
 provide my feedback.

Whilst I understand the religious need for members of the Islamic community to consume food
 prepared a certain way, they are a minority in this country. I. personally, find the inhumane
 treatment of animals to meet this requirement, abhorrent. Whilst I am not in any way, an
 activist, the modern Australia that we live in has undergone many legislative changes to ensure
 that animals do not suffer during the preparation process. These changes have been for the
 betterment of our livestock and the operators of abattoirs etc. They also provide a humane
 basis for which the consumer can feel safe that the preparation has been to Government
 standards. They are regularly monitored and managed via a Government body for the security
 of all Australians.
There are laws in how packaging is presented to the consumer and how labelling is to occur. All
 of which are for the benefit of all Australians.

Halal certification is a private certification that is not sponsored by the government, it is not
 regulated and it is not held to standards. The funds that the private certifications process
 generates do not develop the food industry nor anything else within Australia. It is not clear
 where the destination of these funds is but it is quite safe to assume they leave Australia. So
 Australian businesses are being made to invest in a private certification that does not promote
 nor develop the Australian industry and which the funds are channelled overseas for a 2% share
 of the buying public.

Judaism has strict dietary requirements as well but there are no similar schemes in place for
 them.

May I suggest that if Islamics require food prepared a certain way, that they have their own retail
 outlets that serve their food and they do not insist that 98% of the Australian population
 contribute to inhumane slaughter and the possible funding of terrorist activities. The
 Government is for the majority of the population and should step in and ban this on Australian
 soil. Certification for food is the remit of the Australian Government and needs to be clearly
 labelled and supported.

I do not wish to invest in terrorism nor do I wish to support animal cruelty or any changes to the
 food I wish to consume.
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It is time for the Australian Government to continue the hard line against the potential threat of
 terror and prevent any potential unwitting support by the Australian public.
 
 
 
 
Regards
 
Adam Beaven
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From:  
Sent: Monday, 29 June 2015 4:08 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject:

To

Senate Standing Committees on Economics

Ill keep it brief

I wish to make submission in regard to the 3rd party certification of food.

The certification be it Halal, Kosher or whatever is based on religious beliefs for which
 there is no evidence.

I see no reason why  anyone would even consider giving certification on a groundless
 basis other than ,,Have faith..

 It is forcing non religious people or people of other religions to follow a particular
 practice of food preparation which is based on faith only.No evidence and no proof.

Food items that have been subject to paying certification fees are not labeled and therefore
 do not give the public the right to choose. I feel we should have the right to choose.

 Fees that I have been made aware of are exorbitant and appear to be set to extract
 as much profit as possible for the certifying body. I personally do not with to donate to
 any certification body , 

I wonder what these people did before certification. They evidently didn't starve.

 Before the committee makes any decision. It should ask itself ,

What is the evidence that supports certification.
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 Should you as a person be subject to my non founded ideology. 

Pat Formston
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From: Peter Askerow  
Sent: Monday, 29 June 2015 4:31 PM
To: SeniorClerk, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Submission to Third Party Food Certification Inquiry

It is perverse to think that if any group,religious or otherwise,requires modification,in any
 way,of a product offered for sale and accepted by the Australian public,requiring the
 manufacturer,and so in turn the general public, to pay for this modification.

If a religious group requires modification of a foodstuff,it must ,first and forermost,adhear
 to the laws of Australia,and  then negotiate with the manufacturer as to costs involved in
 compliance.We would expect the additional cost of compliance be borne by the party
 requesting modification.

The general purchasing public would expect clear markings on the product to determine
 whether they support the modification,but must also be offered a non-compliant product.

We find it unethical that manufactures and producers are passing the charges of
 halal adherence on to consumers, who most times, are unaware of the
 adherence, or are not given a viable alternative.

The cost of selling into a market that requests adherence can be negotiated by
 the parties involved,not born by the Australian public.

Australians who find some religious tenets unconscionable are forced to provide
 a means for their own subjugation if the religious texts that all Muslims follow is
 used as a criteria.

This is the first step. Where will our beautiful country, with its unborn
 generations, end up?

Peter Askerow
LNP Petrie Q.
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Sent: Monday, 29 June 2015 6:26 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Cc: 
Subject: Halal Certification

I would like to put forward some questions regarding Halal certification

* Do we sell that much to Islamic country's to justify the growing list of products being Halal Certified in
 Australia

* If we for some unknown reason we need Halal Certification the product or service must be clearly marked on
 the packaging

* Every product or service containing a Halal Certified ingredients must also be clearly marked on the
 packaging

*Is the whole world having the same halal Certification forced upon them to

*As a non Muslim I am offended by the thought of the ingredients of my day to day food items being changed
and religious rituals being performed over my food and products . Eg when slaughtering live stock

* I am starting to feel apron investigation of Halal Certification that it is just a money making scam being forced
 upon the unsuspecting  non Islamic Australian public

*The cost and ongoing cost of Halal Certification must be adding to the coast of our weekly shopping producers
will say the cost is absorbed by them THAT WOULD BE A FIRST

*If Halal Certification is so important to Muslims they should be doing the Halal Certification for free why
must money change hands in favour of Islam and at a cost to the greater majority of non Muslim Australians

* Surely products can be manufactured to Halal guidelines without the need for money to change hands the way
 all other Australian products are made

Finally what is stopping Halal Certifiers insisting on a percentage of employees being Muslims to hold the
 Halal Certification as we see in abattoirs around Australia 

Thank You
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Senate Standing Committees on Economics
PO Box 6100
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600

Dear Sir/Madam

I would like to put my point of view on food certification in Australia

(a)  Where all food certifiers must be registered with the appropriate Government body 

(b)  That all certified products must be clearly labelled on the outside of the packaging 

(c)  That where fees are paid for certification, those monies be collected by the Government body 
responsible and a collection fee charged and then passed to the third party certifier and that 
labelling is mandatory and easily seen and not hidden on the inside of wrappers as in some cases 
now 

(d)  That current schemes do not provide enough information as in the case of Halal and Kosher 
certification, where allot of those products are not marked so not allowing the consumer to make 
an informed decision  Also in the case of GMO there must be clear labelling as to what is in all 
foods containing any genetically modified product 

(e)  Details of why certification fees need to be paid by food producers and/or manufactures and if 
so for what purpose, Where it is for health and nutrition not a problem but where it is paid for as a 
religious/faith certification it must be on a user pay system not as now with halal which seems to 
cover most products and most are not clearly labelled if at all. The reason this inquiry has come 
about is because ordinary Australians of all persuasions became aware of halal certification which 
is a requirement of sharia law which is to have their food sacrificed or blessed by a deity or idol and 
by such is taking away our freedom of choice as regard to other religious and non-religious beliefs 
which in some instances are forbidden to eat food which have been sacrificed to Idols. As with 
regard to sharia law for the Government to approve halal certification I believe would bring into play                          
Freedom of Religion Act in the constitution - sect 116 and I would hope that what has already been 
approved dosen’t run foul of sect 116 with regard to the domestic market. Not the export market.  
         

(f)   We understand the need of certification schemes in relation to our export markets in allowing 
access to certain countries then the producer/manufacturer must be able to keep domestic and the 
export products apart so that they can be priced accordingly 

(g)  That all reasons as to why certification fees should be paid on domestic products be made 
available to the public and that the Government body responsible has the power to check all 
certifiers and there financial records  

Comment

This inquiry has come about because ordinary Australians found out that third party certifiers were 
receiving certification money for what is a religious based tax and to my understanding is based on 
sharia law. To my knowledge Australia is still under secular law and not any religious law so how 
can this be happening, Australians have every right to ask as to what is going on. 

Thank you for a chance to have my say on this matter

David Heal
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From: wilfred parmar  
Sent: Monday, 29 June 2015 9:53 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: halal certfication

Dear sir
, iam against halal certification. I can not accept food having any religious input.
Also I do not want to finance running of an religious organization.
Please stop halal certification.
Regards wilfred  armar
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From: John Harris  
Sent: Tuesday, 30 June 2015 12:19 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal Certification

DEAR COMMITTEE SECRETARIAT,
Senate Standing Committees on Economics
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600
economics.sen@aph.gov.au
MY DETAILS;
Name:              John Harris
Residence:       
Phone:                  
SUMMARY
I add my submission to the inquiry regarding third party certification of foods for the
 following reasons and suggest the following changes. This submission outlines that I am
 against third party certification such as Halal. If third party certification is continue, I
 request more transparency from third party certifiers, as well as request additional changes
 to current legislature on the issue.

Economics:
Transparency; any food or consumer item that carries religious certification must be made
 to display those certifications clearly on their packaging in a unified, standardised,
 transparent manner.

o I buy products expecting my money support only the company I bought it
from,

o I need to know who or what I’m supporting when I buy a product.

Any food or consumer item that has been blessed, certified, taxed or endorsed in
 affiliation with a religious entity is required to be labelled so and if it is not, removed from
 circulation and either re-packaged or removed completely.
The requirement of Halal certified foods to include the prayer of a Muslim is
 discrimination in the workforce on the basis of an employee’s belief system. There must
 be a crackdown on this unlawful employment system.
I believe it to be fraudulent to insist on monetary payment for any form of certification.
Personal Beliefs:
I am opposed to the idea of my purchase of goods funding religion, religious affiliation, or
 contributing to an ideology I do not support (clearly certified products and uncertified
 products).
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o I find the idea of eating a product that has been prayed  over, abhorrent

I believe animals bred for slaughter are to be killed in the most humane possible way.

o Information leads me to believe this to be non-reversible stun method,
which is not utilised in the way of Halal certified slaughterhouse meat,

I believe the current situation with certification, for this example Halal, has reached a
 point of extortion, and is in need of reform.

o Products such as honey that by Islam law are Halal by default and already
available to eat according to the prophet are becoming Halal certified – an
unnecessary fee to companies who certify in order to please a minority.

If third party certification of products is to continue:
I believe that if third party certification of food and consumer products is to continue,
 then those organisations must:

o acquire funds from the people of their faith – and not charge the producer
(possibly leading to increased costs to the eventual consumer),

§ People of Islam must pay for the costs involved in Halal foods, etc,

§ People of the Jewish faith are to pay for costs involved in kosher
foods, etc.

o not to be given tax exempt status due to religious grounds,

o fully account of every dollar earned and make this data available and
accessible to the public,

o be monitored, audited, and investigated by an independent third party
regulatory body to ensure all activities are legal, and transparent to the
public in an easy to understand way,

o funds made are to remain within Australia, contributing to that religion,

o become or established as a not-for-profit organisation.

CONCLUSION
It is unconstitutional and immoral to force me to unwillingly fund religion with;

· my purchase of goods due to lack of labelling,

· my purchase of goods due to lack of choice.

I am completely opposed to Third Party Certification of goods (including but not limited to
 food goods). Ideally, I believe that the complete removal of third party certification such
 as Halal certification be the most efficient and cost-effective solution. 



If certification is to continue; I believe that as an Australian living in Australia, I have the
 right to choose NOT to support (including but not limited to) a religion, Ideology, or
 group when making consumer decisions on products (food or otherwise). 
When I purchase products, I read an ingredients list to make health related decisions on
 what I eat; I require there to be labels on consumer products so that I can make decisions
 on what I want to support (if any).
Kind Regards.
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From: Salome Argyropoulos  
Sent: Tuesday, 30 June 2015 1:01 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Comments re food certification.

I stongly believe that all food should be accurately and clearly labelled:  this includes all Organic food, and GM
 food and ingredients.  As for halal and kosher certification, in the first instance I strongly believe that these
 methods for killing innocent animals should be banned, and in the second instance, they should in any case be
 clearly labelled as such so that people like myself can abstain from buying such abominations whereby
 innocent animals are treated worse than insane serial killers are in jail!  I have gone to all the trouble of reading
 and researching these so-called killing methods, and it does not say anywhere in the Koran, nor the Jewish
 scriptures that animals are meant to be killed by being treated abominably, and having their throats slashed and
 allowed to slowly bleed to death while gasping desperately for air!  The Netherlands did the right thing and
 banned all kosher and halal killing in their great nation last year, and the same should be done in Australia also;
 these nonsensical, cruel and violent methods have no place in this country.

Sincerely,

Salome Argyropoulos 
Ph:
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From: Elif YLMZ  
Sent: Friday, 26 June 2015 10:51 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third party certification

We are satisfied with the current laws regarding Third Party Certification of Food in Australia and don't wish
 for them to be changed or altered in any way, shape or form.

Thank you
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Dear Senator.

Ref; 

On 13 May 2015, the Senate referred the following matters to the Economics References 
Committee for inquiry and report by 30        November 2015.

We are a mix Christian and atheist in our family and it is against our religious and non-religious 
beliefs to eat food that is sacrificed or funds from this food are set aside to a false idol (God). We 
find it discriminating that we have had to completely change our shopping items and even go 
without the basics of milk and bread (because there is none that is made by non-religiously certified 
companies). Our shopping bill has also increased by a lot because non-religiously certified foods are 
more expensive than religiously-certified foods. We are among hundreds of thousands of Australians 
who have gone to extraordinary measures to ensure we are not contributing financially to any 
religious institution who demands that food be certified for their followers to eat.  

Most religiously certified items are not labelled as such or the label is hidden in inside the packaging, 
I would like to see it displayed as one logo in bold to allow myself and my family to make our own 
choice rather than a choice that is placed on us.
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From:	  	  Ronnie	  Harris	  
Sent:	  25/06/2015	  
To:	  Economics,	  Committee	  (SEN)	  
Subject:	  	  Food	  Certification	  
	  
Dear	  Committee	  Members,	  
	  
I	  am	  addressing	  this	  committee	  as	  I	  am	  concerned	  about	  some	  aspects	  of	  food	  certification	  in	  
Australia,	  namely	  the	  Halal	  certification.	  
	  
As	  I	  buy	  my	  groceries,	  labeling	  informs	  me	  of	  several	  aspects	  of	  the	  food	  and	  goods	  that	  I	  purchase;	  a	  
list	  of	  ingredients,	  country	  of	  manufacture,	  hopefully	  which	  country	  the	  food	  was	  grown	  in	  or	  
imported	  from,	  whether	  a	  product	  contains	  genetically	  modified	  ingredients,	  whether	  the	  product	  is	  
organically	  grown	  or	  produced	  etc.	  	  I	  make	  my	  choices	  based	  on	  these	  things.	  
	  
I	  have	  Christian	  beliefs	  as	  do	  my	  family	  and	  friends,	  although	  many	  friends	  who	  do	  not	  share	  these	  
beliefs	  are	  in	  agreeance	  with	  our	  extreme	  concern	  about	  foods	  and	  goods	  being	  Halal	  certified.	  
	  
I	  am	  very	  concerned	  about	  the	  way	  our	  food	  industry,	  in	  a	  free	  country	  such	  as	  Australia,	  has	  been	  
hijacked	  by	  stealth	  by	  the	  Islamic	  religion	  and	  a	  Shariah	  law	  attribute.	  	  I	  object	  strongly	  to	  paying	  for	  
another	  religion’s	  food	  choices	  especially	  when	  that	  religion	  is	  only	  approximately	  2%	  of	  our	  entire	  
population.	  	  I	  object	  strongly	  to	  our	  meat	  and	  poultry	  industries	  bowing	  to	  pressure	  to	  slaughter	  our	  
animals	  in	  a	  disgusting	  manner	  contrary	  to	  our	  animal	  cruelty	  laws.	  I	  refuse	  to	  eat	  meat	  slaughtered	  
and	  offered	  up	  to	  a	  god	  of	  a	  different	  religion.	  	  I	  find	  it	  very	  puzzling	  that	  our	  industry	  will	  support	  the	  
practices	  of	  a	  religion	  that	  is	  waging	  war	  (jihad	  in	  their	  own	  terms)	  against	  the	  ‘west’,	  while	  not	  
recognizing	  or	  respecting	  the	  beliefs	  of	  it’s	  own	  citizens.	  
	  
I	  don’t	  believe	  enough	  investigation	  has	  been	  done	  to	  know	  exactly	  where	  the	  funds	  from	  the	  Halal	  
certification	  scheme	  ends	  up.	  
	  
I	  do	  not	  want	  to	  support	  unwittingly	  an	  ideology	  that	  I	  totally	  disagree	  with,	  namely	  Islam.	  
	  
Our	  basic	  Christian	  heritage	  is	  a	  tolerant	  one	  and	  one	  of	  freedom	  of	  speech,	  and	  freedom	  of	  choice.	  	  I	  
don’t	  believe	  we	  have	  that	  while	  there	  are	  schemes	  like	  this	  operating	  within	  our	  Australian	  borders.	  	  
I	  don’t	  want	  to	  be	  bullied	  by	  big	  business	  into	  buying	  goods	  that	  are	  Halal	  certified.	  	  Even	  many	  
moderate	  Muslim	  people	  object	  to	  the	  ridiculous	  enforcement	  of	  Halal	  on	  objects	  that	  are	  naturally	  
halal	  to	  them	  anyway.	  	  I	  believe	  if	  they	  are	  in	  doubt,	  by	  their	  own	  admission,	  they	  can	  say	  a	  statement	  
over	  the	  food/item	  in	  question,	  thereby	  making	  it	  halal	  for	  them.	  	  	  
	  
This	  Halal	  certification	  scheme	  is	  a	  fund	  raising	  scheme	  by	  stealth	  as	  many	  companies	  choose	  to	  not	  
label	  their	  food	  informing	  the	  consumer	  that	  they	  are	  paying	  a	  religious	  tax.	  	  I	  DO	  NOT	  want	  to	  
support	  Islamic	  schools	  or	  churches	  or	  perhaps	  even	  terrorist	  activities	  on	  our	  own	  shores	  or	  
overseas.	  	  I	  support	  organisations	  of	  my	  own	  choice	  when	  I	  choose.	  	  It’s	  MY	  CHOICE!	  
	  
I	  don’t	  just	  want	  labeling,	  I	  want	  this	  practice	  banned	  from	  our	  industries,	  our	  shops,	  our	  schools.	  	  
Islamic	  certification	  must	  stop	  in	  this	  country.	  	  Our	  government	  must	  not	  subject	  its	  free	  citizens	  to	  
Shariah.	  	  We	  are	  not	  an	  Islamic	  country!	  	  Give	  us	  our	  rights	  and	  feedoms	  please.	  
	  
Sincerely,	  
	  
Mrs	  Ronnie	  Harris.	  
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Senate Inquiry into Food Certification Schemes 

Halal certification is not in Australia's best interest. 

The damage to many Australian businesses and companies is becoming evident as more and more 

Australians boycott products labeled with halal certification. So far there are five websites calling to 

“Boycott Halal” - totalling 110 621 likes on Facebook, and growing daily as people take action to 

ensure their money does not go to islam. 

Most Australians do not want to buy items from companies which are supporting an islamic ideology 

in the guise of a religion. It is discrimination to be forced to do so. 

The collection of this forced donation MUST be banned by our Government. 

Many Australians ask - 

 “Why are so many Aussie firms paying inflated prices to have Halal certification when they 

know the islamic market is not more than 3% of the buyer population?”  

 “Are businesses coerced with threats of product tampering?” 

 “Why is there a non-disclosure clause in the contracts companies sign?”  

 “Does the cost of certification not also increase the price of food to all consumers?” 

There is a growing awareness that the collection of fees for certification is BIG BUSINESS and 

because it is claimed to be a religious non-taxable profit, a charity based scheme, the money benefits 

only the islamic population.  

There are close to twenty four halal certification organisations operating in Australia, with the four 

biggest certifiers (classed as not-for-profit enterprises) being:  

 Australian Federation of Islamic Councils (AFIC),  

 Halal Certification Authority Australia (HCAA),  

 Supreme Islamic Council of Halal Meat in Australia (SICHMA) and the 

 Islamic Co-ordinating Council of Victoria (ICCV). 

 A number of businesses also provide Halal certification services. 

This raises more and more questions:  

 How does this benefit either our broader Australian community or our Government's 

resources?  

 The Australian Government does not have a formal role in labeling Halal food for domestic 

consumption, so WHERE DOES THE MONEY GO? 

We ask our Government to stop the big rort that raises money to spread the ideology of islam. Their 

teachings simply instruct to “Mention the name of Allah (over it) and eat.” 

The islamic ideology is not compatible with the Australian culture. 

Countries that have banned halal ritual slaughter of animals are: Luxemburg, Sweden, Norway, 

Holland and Switzerland. Please Australia, put a ban on cruel ritual halal slaughter.  

Please Australia:  Put a ban on the collection of halal fees being charged on ALL products. 

“Those that control food, control the world.” 
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The Inquiry into Third Party Certification of Food 

 

Thank you for accepting my submission to the above inquiry.  I would like to 
see some changes to the way food and other items are marked in our 
supermarkets. 

 

More specifically, I would like the arabic halal logo which appears on many 
items to be removed or replaced with the words  ‘Suitable for Muslims’ written 
in English, and paid for by the Muslim religion.     

 

I do not believe that the current schemes are open enough for all Australians 
to understand and that, especially with religious markings,  they should be paid 
for in total by the religion.  I think it is unfair for people, not of the marked 
religions, to be expected to support them.   In fact, I am offended by the Arabic 
logo,  as my Protestant family have lived here for five generations and I am not 
at all interested in Islam.    

 

Other markings, such as the itemised vitamin and mineral content of the 
products have been extremely useful for my family, as has the heart 
foundation tick.   I have raised two children with severe allergies, and my 
husband has diabetes and heart disease, so I use this information a lot.   I also 
like to know what all of the chemicals and additives within the products are, 
for the same reasons. 

I believe the costs, fees and financial records of all of these markings should be 
open to scrutiny, and checked by some independent authority. 

As I am older now, I would like these markings to be in larger print, so that I 
can read them more easily. 

 

Thank you again for accepting my submission. 
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From:  
Sent: Tuesday, 30 June 2015 9:43 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third Party Certification Inquiry Submission

Dear Sir/Madam,
Please accept my submission to the Third Party Certification Inquiry.

I believe we should always be aware of any certifications on the food we buy so we can
 make an informed choice, likewise if our food has been genetically modified. 
While I have a problem with ritual slaughter of our food animals ( more information on
 this below ), I have not had a any further problems with kosher foods as they're easily
 avoided & do not saturate our supermarket shelves & also give us much further choice. 
I feel quite strongly against halal certification of our foods since, as well as the following,
 choices are strictly limited due to the saturation of certification & at times there is no
 choice as I discovered recently when helping a friend who had to have an emergency
 appendectomy only 3 weeks after giving birth by caesarian section - a very stressful time
 made more so by the complete inability to find a non halal formula for her newborn.
Slaughter
Over nine million cattle are slaughtered in Australia each year, the majority of these by a
 Muslim due to their insistence of this, stating that only a Muslim can slaughter halal meat.
 I find this discriminatory & has already lost a lot of jobs in the meat industry. This
 continues to trickle down to everything from the slaughter to delivery people & vehicles,
 packers etc all also requiring certification.
I understand many of this is done by the reversible stun method, there are even non stun
 methods in some areas. When did we agree to this? Why did we agree to this? Why has
 the fight for animal rights been negated? 
I do not like my meat being flooded with high levels of stress hormones as this practice
 allows, nor do I appreciate being sold meat that Muslims consider unfit for themselves.
 While I understand the export meat market is quite lucrative for Australia, it should be
 labelled as such in the domestic market to allow informed choice.
A great many products currently certified are needlessy so according to the description of
 halal ie pet foods, make up, plasticware, toilet roll etc, as well as a great many products
 that are naturally halal.
It was reported in The Pakistan Daily Mail that the Bosnian Grand Mufti, at a Karachi
 seminar, urged all Muslims to "conquer the world through the halal movement". This
 greatly concerns me as do the many practices of Islam which I find abhorrent & as such I
 refuse to support the halal industry & will continue to do so, more so since it goes against
 my own beliefs.

Regards

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
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Dear Sir/ Madam,

Re:  Third Party Certification Scheme Inquiry

My submission is in regards to HALAL CERTIFICATION.

There seems to be quite a few different versions of HALAL especially for slaughter of 
animals.

Islamic HALAL Slaughter is where the poor animal is slaughtered with no stunning.  In 
Australia we have some abattoirs that have exemptions to our animal rights laws and do this 
slaughter.  I have not been able to find out what the volume of animal slaughter is or how 
many abattoirs have this exemption.  

I oppose this totally and feel the exemption clause should be removed and Australia should 
have better animal welfare rights, especially considering we have the ability to reduce the 
suffering of the animal.

Export / Domestic HALAL slaughter, this is where most abattoirs are certified and pay for 
certification as well as employ only muslim slaughter men, these abattoirs use reversible 
stun.   This supplies both the domestic market and the international market.   The majority of 
this market is not Muslims and in fact our largest importer of meat is the USA. 

I oppose this and feel reversible stun is cruel  as per the findings in the meat and livestock 
report on www.mla.com.au

The money the abattoirs pay for certification is quite significant, some reports have it at 
$24,000 per abattoir, per month, plus the added costs of employing muslim slaughter men 
this must be borne by the consumer and goodness knows food in Australia is very expensive. 
But there are also the add on certification costs too, transport, etc etc.  All adding to the cost 
for the consumer to bear.

As a consumer of Australian lamb, beef, chicken, why should I have to pay more for my food 
to financially support an ideology that I don’t believe in.

http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mla.com.au%2F&h=wAQEfal1-&s=1


As an Australian I feel betrayed the government has sanctioned the loss of Australian 
Slaughter men’s jobs, I feel betrayed the government has backed down on animal welfare 
rights and I feel a minority is having a divisive effect on the Australian multicultural 
mindset.   HALAL needs to be removed from products in Australia. 

Regards
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From: 
Sent: Wednesday, 1 July 2015 12:41 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATION FOOD ENQUIRY

TO THE COMMITTEE SECRETARIAT, Senate Standing Committees on Economics PO
 Box 6100 Parliament House Canberra ACT 2600 economics.sen@aph.gov.au

My Details

Name: Given but witheld

Address: Given but witheld

Dear Senate Standing Committees on Economics,

Regarding Third Party Certification Inquiry:

SUMMARY

In reference to the matter of HALAL certified food please find my submission to this
 inquiry regarding the third party certification of foods. It is for the following reasons that I
 wish to suggest changes to third party certification schemes. I am completely against third
 party certification with my main concern specifically being HALAL certification. Should
 third party certification continue, I wish to request more transparency from third party
 certifiers in the HALAL industry, and also additional changes to the current legislation on
 these issues. My concerns relate to the whole HALAL industry from the slaughter to the
 sales as well as the third party certification scheme.

A CALL FOR TRANSPARENCY The HALAL Certified foods, services, consumable and
 non-consumable product global market has advanced from what was a religious
 requirement of Islam to a global organisation worth trillions of dollars annually. Products
 that were not required to certify are now mandated to certification for the individual
 company’s introduction and expansion into this global market. The HALAL global market
 trades less than 3% to HALAL consumers overseas? and I feel the majority of HALAL
 food is forced upon non - moslem Australian citizens by stealth with no separation of
 HALAL & NON HALAL products in most supermarkets & shops where there is no clear
 labelling of products as well as sometimes no labelling at all for NON HALAL
 consumers. Labelling needs to be clear on the front of the product and HALAL & NON
 HALAL goods separated so that NON HALAL consumers can make an informed choice.

On the internet I have come across a certain HALAL certifier publicly degrading

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au
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 Australian citizens while goading a quote "Water is done, petrol is done, what next...me
 think electricity" To me this attitude to HALAL certification clearly shows that HALAL
 certification to this well known certifier is nothing more than a money making scam
 hidden beneath a cloak of religion forced upon our community. (I have screen captures of
 the above confirming this)

HALAL is no longer centralised over the ritual blessing of consumable products but rather
 a three stage certification stemming from production, transportation and marketing. There
 is discrimination on non - moslem Australian job seekers stemming from the slaughtering
 process right up to the transportation process of the HALAL industry food chain. The so
 called religious rules on the previous statement is causing economic consequences and
 little or no job prospects where the HALAL industry is concerned, for our non-
moslemAustralian community. The HALAL industry is creating a domino effect of
 problems for NON HALAL consumers and job seekers of Australia in the chain of
 certified HALAL rules & events. One conjecture point within Australia is the growth of
 Islamic control within our local economic market and the global market as a whole. This
 growth extends away from the religious preparation of consumables with its origins of the
 slaughtering and preparations of consumable meat to its contemporary empire of wealth.
 While HALAL certification of Australia continues to bath in its wealth in the name of
 religion it continues to be shrouded in secrecy and is protected from disclosure. The non-
transparency of HALAL certification, corporate complexity, profits and distribution of
 religious tax can no longer be sanctioned solely under its very organisations, religious
 clerics and the Australian Federation of Islamic Council. The Australian Government
 needs to ensure transparency of all organisations and Institutions within Australia
 regardless of religious and economic standings.

On behalf of Australians I am asking for an inquiry into HALAL certification and its
 governing bodies. The fundamentals of such an inquiry will ensure transparency from the
 certification process, fees, and memberships to the distribution of the so called" religious
 tax" with the aim of ongoing transparency.

Current schemes do not provide enough information for consumers to make informed
 purchasing decisions. Most of the major brands in Australia are paying HALAL
 certification fees and yet do not clearly mark it on the labels such as Sanitarium,
 Kellogg's, Nestle and most of the bread and dairy products. Sometimes it is even difficult
 to get the information from their websites. It has become a rollercoaster of chasing
 information on where to purchase if possible NON HALAL certified products as well as
 now being more time consuming with further travel expense to source these products for
 the NON HALAL Australian citizen this in turn leads to a disadvantage of practically no
 choice for NON HALAL consumers with disabilities who are unable to travel further to
 source their needs.

FROM SLAUGHTER TO SALE & ANIMAL WELFARE In reference to the ritual
 HALAL slaughter of animals in Australia being reversible stunning or no stunning at all I
 oppose this method for the following reasons:

The sanitary aspect (written by a veterinarian), that in HALAL slaughter, the animal is
 turned towards Mecca, bled without being stunned, a very large incision from the throat to
 the vertebrae sectioning all organs from the jugular and the carotid but also the trachea
 and the oesophagus. This practice brings on anatomo-physiological consequences. These
 are as follows:

1. A regurgitation of the contents of the stomach through the oesophagus which is



 anatomically beside the trachea 2. The animal continues to breath very hard from the
 agony that can last a quarter of an hour where it inhales faecal matter, rich in germs of all
 sorts. 3. This matter that was inhaled all the way to the pulmonary alveoli distributes the
 germs in the blood much more easily because the membrane there is very thin and the
 circulation, let’s remember, is always working during this period of agony and even
 accelerated by the stress at the level of essential organs. 4. Enormous risk of
 contamination in the depth of the meat is consequently there. 5. We observe also from the
 intense stress, two physiological phenomenon which conjugate the fall of all immune
 systems. And the concentration of blood in the essential organs, you can say that the
 animal retains its blood. This is a natural process of survival that brings on also a bleeding
 that is not as good. This is opposing the allegations of people doing this practice. There is
 in fact, a greater production of toxins. 6. The longer the agony finally brings on violent
 convulsions accompanied by defecation and urine, all of it splashing the whole
 slaughtering area. We clearly see the consequences for the nutritional well being of the
 consumers. We infringe the sacred idea of the precautionary principle to respect an exotic
 practice that is irrational, unsustainable on all plains. Based on a superstition from the
 middle-ages that is observed. In these conditions, the actual derogations to the European
 rules permitting ritual slaughter, are they acceptable? The multiplication of cases of toxic
 infections was predictable… and will touch mostly non-Muslims that are not conscious of
 the risks that are not controlled and of the culinary habits that makes consumers eat meat
 that is much more raw. (thanMuslims eat meat)

I oppose the fact that one specific religion be imposed upon or take precedence over all
 other chosen religions and I am now finding it increasingly harder to source NON
 HALAL meat & food products with most Supermarket chains & butchers bending to this
 what I feel has become an easy money making and possibly money laundering HALAL
 scheme aimed to extract large amounts of funds from both moslem and non-
moslem Australian citizens by stealth.

1st July 2015
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From: Lyn Smolarek,
Sent: Wednesday, 1 July 2015 
To: Economics, Committee (SEN) 
Subject: Submission to the review of Third party certification of food 

Dear Senators, 

You have been charged, by the recent Senate vote, to investigate the halal certification of 
oods and services in this country. In doing so, I request that, among all things, you consider 
the following: 

1. The Constitution makes it incumbent on the Federal Government to prevent religion
being imposed on ANY Australian citizen. The protection of the Federal parliament is 
necessary to ensure that no form of cult or religion is imposed, through ANY means, on the 
citizens of this nation. Currently, the Islamic doctrine is being imposed both overtly and 
covertly, through various means on your constituents with the halal tax in the guise of a 
“certification” being one of the latest techniques being adopted. 

2. Retailers are being coerced into joining the extorted halal tax rort. One that has come to
my attention is that a butcher was identified as supplying ONLY halal free meat on social 
media. Although never having a muslim customer in his remote location before, suddenly 
large groups of heavily clad muslims have come into his butchery and loudly  demanded to 
know if he sold halal certified meat. Upon answering in the negative they cursed and 
stormed out of his establishment. 

3. The halal “certifiers” are cornering the market on products and services, gradually. They
brag, quite accurately, that they have cornered the market on sugar, for instance. This 
means that hardly a processed food that is manufactured MUST use a “certified” sugar in its’ 
processes. 

4. Genuine believers in Sikhism, Hinduism, Christianity, Atheism etc. are unable to
consume ANY product or service with the confidence that it is NOT halal “certified” 
because, even if an identifying label is placed on the good or service, there is no guarantee 
that it does not contain halal “certified” ingredients or components. 

5. With the enormous variety of so-called halal “certifiers” currently in the market it is
easy for the income to be hidden and the dispersal of the gained revenue distributed, 
anywhere in the world, in a clandestine manner, directly or through trusts, family 
members, groups, individuals, companies, “religious” enterprises, donations, charities, etc. 
etc. Payment may also be diverted through the “certified” organization, overseas, as a part of 
the contract arrangement with final payments or in the cost discount applied at the point of 
sale. 

6. We, the people of this nation, demand that we are protected from rorting by any cult or
religion or being forced to participate in ANY activities of these groups. 
It is my understanding that “Halal” refers mainly to animal products and the way the 
animal has been slaughtered. They have to slit the throat and drain the blood. Stunning is 
forbidden.  I find this unnecessary and cruel. 

 One of my main concerns is that- whereas Jewish culture also has their meat laws- they 
don’t impose them on us. Nevertheless “Halal” meat is imposed on all of us that shop at 
supermarkets whether we want it or not – we have no choice. I know for a fact that real 

mailto:eonomics.sen@aph.gov.au


practising Muslims buy their meat from their Islamic butchers only, not from Coles or 
Woolworths. 
I also think we’ve been taken for a ride when even toothpaste has to be “Halal” – does 
toothpaste have animal products?? Tassell Salmon, Sanitarium peanut butter, Milk, Orange 
Juice, Kelloggs, Pascall, Vegemite, Why does chocolate have to be “Halal”? Somebody is 
making an awful lot of money out of ‘suckers’ like us who are so terribly scared of offending 
Muslims!! And yet it is perfectly acceptable for them to offend the infidel.... US !!! 
The main concern I have about the ‘Halal’ certification is that it goes to fund their 
Mosques, their schools and their practices. You might think it doesn’t go to fund terrorists but 
indirectly it does. Mosques and madrasas are the places where these young people are 
radicalised. 
One thing that is particularly concerning to me is that “Halal” is a religious ritual where 
prayers are said – I find it abhorrent that I have to eat meat that has been prayed over to a 
god I don’t believe in and I have no way of saying “Non Halal” please! 
These are my concerns- and I regret to see Australia falling for the ‘hoax’. I know the 
Qur’an says that if a Muslim is offered pork they’re allowed to eat it if there’s nothing else, by 
just saying a phrase. It’s in their book. This over abundance of “Halal” products are a modern 
invention to get $$$ in Western countries. 
, 

I have no objection to halal certification for people who are of the Islamic following but 
cannot see why 2% of the population can dictate to 98% how and what we shall eat. 

I would also like to suggest that if this 2% want Halal, let them grow it, catch it, manufacture 
the product, and have their own slaughterhouse and staff, that is of course if it does not 
interfere with praying five times a day and producing more welfare dependents.  

. 
Halal certification came around in the 80’s.. what did muslims eat before that?... they used to 
do what Mohamed told them to do.. pray. Why does vegemite needs halal certification,when 
all along is halal by nature?. Can muslims read labels like any regular person that have food 
allergies ?. This is a scam forced upon us by the Islamic world movement. And apparently 
we were very quick to bow down to an idol instead of upholding the values that are the 
foundation upon which this country has been built. 

I also hope that you do your job properly for the people of Australia, not for the rise of Islam. 



ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 417

Submission Details: Name Withheld





Senate Inquiry into the Third Party Certification of Food 
 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to share my concerns with the halal-certification process in Australia. 
To start with I object to having to participate in and pay for what is a religious imperative of a 
minority of Australians. Kosher-certification, again a religious imperative pertaining to a minority of 
Australians, is not something that I pay for due to distinct “kosher” labelling and kosher-certified 
items being primarily sold in specialty kosher produce stores. 
Then, via my purchase of Halal-certified goods I am providing funds that only profit and benefit the 
members of the Islamic faith to the exclusion of non-Muslim Australians. A recent ABC Fact Check 
1 
 investigation reported that the recipients of Halal-certification funds were mosques, Islamic clerics, 
Muslim youth education and mentoring,  Islamic schools and Islamic charities.  A halal-certification 
provider representative stated that “the Australian Muslim community are getting the benefit of the 
certifications.  All money from halal services goes to the community.” This exclusivity in the 
distribution of halal-certification funds to benefit only Islamic recipients is mandated by Islamic 
Sharia (law) which states not only that charity (zakat) is a mandated duty of all Muslims but that the 
provision of charity to non-Muslims is forbidden.  
2 
The Sharia states that a mandated distribution category of Islamic charity is “those fighting for 
Allah:” h8.17 The seventh category is those fighting for Allah, meaning people engaged 
in Islamic military operations for whom no salary has been allotted in the army roster 
(but who are volunteers for jihad without remuneration). They are given enough to 
suffice them for the operation, even if affluent; of weapons, mounts, clothing, and 
expenses (for the duration of the journey, round trip, and the time they spend there, 
even if prolonged. Though nothing has been mentioned here of the expense involved 
in supporting such people's families during this period, it seems clear that they 
should also be given it).  
3 
 Islamic State fighters and other jihadist groups would fall into this category and as such I am 
concerned that my supermarket purchases are potentially funding violent extremism. 
Halal-certified items now number over a thousand  
4 
 in major supermarkets and halal certification services are reportedly being provided to the four 
major dairy companies; over seventy five percent of poultry suppliers; over sixty percent of abattoirs 
processing sheep; more than fifty percent of abattoirs processing cattle; and generalists like Simplot, 
Unilever, Nestle, Kraft and many more. 
 5 
Also I have been informed by supermarket staff and local butchers that food staples like meat and 
dairy are increasingly halal-certified despite not being labelled so. This growing prevalence in 
supermarkets of halal-certified items (labelled and not), means that purchase of certified items is 
increasingly unavoidable. And given that certification is performed for a fee it is a component of the 
production costs that would figure in the price paid by consumers. This means that Halal certification 
is not a user pays scheme as it is being paid for not only by Australian Muslims but also 
by Australian non-Muslim consumers. Therefore the greater Australian majority are paying for a 
service they do not require but are excluded by religious proscriptions from benefiting from charity 
that they have in part paid for. 
A frustrating outcome of the growing universality of Halal-certification is that I increasingly have to 
pay a premium to purchase items that are not Halal-certified. While I could purchase major 
supermarket brand milk for a dollar a litre I am paying around $2.50 a litre for milk that is not Halal 
certified etc. etc. 
I resent that adhering to my christian values it means it will cost significantly more each week to 
feed my family. † 
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† Note: A question is why do Australian businesses participate in Halal-certification 
when the issue 
is contentious, especially in a secular nation such as Australia where Islam is a 
minority faith. The increasing prevalence of not explicitly labelling certified goods 
indicates that businesses are aware 
of growing consumer opposition to Halal certification. A common explanation I am 
given is that businesses are imposing Halal-certification on the non Muslim majority 
because in doing so the costs of certification are subsidised by having non-Muslim 
Australians paying for the certification 
process. And In doing so domestic Australian consumers are also meeting the costs 
of halal certification of goods destined for export markets. 
As mentioned above many supermarket items are reportedly not labelled as having been Halal 
certified when in fact they have been. This means that Australian consumers are being denied the 
ability to make an informed choice when purchasing products. Knowing that a food item has been 
Halal-certified does not mean I will not purchase that item but I believe I have a right to know when I 
am paying for such certification. 
Recommendations 
I ask the Senate committee to consider: 
1. A User Pays system of Halal-certification. If observant Muslims require Halal-certification for their 
food, then Islamic community organisations should provide these services and cover the fees and 
extra expenses for Australian suppliers. If Australian producers require halal-certification for goods 
destined for export markets then those producers should pay for the certification service. 
2. All products and services from Halal-certified suppliers should be clearly labelled as Halal certified. 
This would facilitate consumer recognition as to when products and services come from Halal 
certified sources, in turn allowing non-Muslim consumers to make a conscious decision around what 
they choose to purchase. 
 
 
 
Sincerely 
 
 
Name withheld. 
1 Fact check: Does halal certification fund terrorism? (April 2015). Available from: 
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015- 04-14/fact-check-does-halal-certification-fundterrorism/ 
6383238 
2 Keller, N (editor) (2011). The Reliance of the Traveller: The Classic Manual of Islamic Sacred Law 
‘Umdat al-Salik’ by Ahmad ibn Naqid al-Misri. Amana Publications: Beltsville, USA. 
3 Keller, N (editor) (2011). The Reliance of the Traveller: The Classic Manual of Islamic Sacred Law 
‘Umdat al-Salik' by Ahmad ibn Naqid al-Misri. Amana Publications: Beltsville, USA. 
4 Halal Choices 2014 Shopping Guide. www.halalchoices.com.au. 
5 Halal Certification Schemes. Available from: http://www.qsociety.org.au/halalcertification.htm 
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TO THE COMMITTEE SECRETARIAT, 
Senate Standing Committees on Economics 
PO Box 6100 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600 
economics.sen@aph.gov.au 

My Details 

Name: Given but witheld  

Address: Given but witheld 

Dear Senate Standing Committees on Economics, 
  
Regarding Third Party Certification Inquiry: 
 
SUMMARY 
 
In reference to the matter of HALAL certified food please find my submission to this inquiry regarding the third party certification of foods.  It 
is  for the following reasons that I wish to suggest  changes to third party certification schemes.  I am completely against third party 
certification with my main concern specifically being HALAL certification.  Should third party certification continue,  I wish to request more 
transparency from third party certifiers in the HALAL industry, and also additional changes to the current legislation on these issues. My 
concerns relate to the whole HALAL industry from the slaughter to the sales as well as the third party certification scheme. 
 
A CALL FOR TRANSPARENCY The HALAL Certified foods, services, consumable and non-consumable product global market has advanced from 
what was a religious requirement of Islam to a global organisation worth trillions of dollars annually.  
Products that were not required to certify are now mandated to certification for the individual company’s introduction and expansion into 
this global market. The HALAL  global market trades less than 3% to HALAL consumers overseas? and I feel the majority of HALAL food is 
forced upon non - moslem Australian citizens by stealth with no separation of HALAL & NON HALAL products in most supermarkets & shops 
where there is  no clear labelling of products as well as sometimes no labelling at all for NON HALAL consumers. Labelling needs to be clear 
on the front of the product and HALAL & NON HALAL goods separated so that NON HALAL consumers can make an informed choice. 

On the internet I have come across a certain HALAL certifier publicly degrading Australian citizens while goading a quote "Water is done, 
petrol is done, what next...me think electricity"  To me this attitude to HALAL certification clearly shows that HALAL certification to this well 
known certifier is nothing more than a money making scam hidden beneath a cloak of religion forced upon our community. (I have screen 
captures of the above confirming this) 

 
HALAL is no longer centralised over the ritual blessing of consumable products but rather a three stage certification stemming from 
production, transportation and marketing. There is discrimination on non - moslem Australian job seekers  stemming from the slaughtering 
process right up  to the transportation process  of the HALAL industry food chain. The so called religious rules on the previous statement is 
causing economic consequences and little or no job prospects where the HALAL industry is concerned,  for our non-moslem Australian 
community. The HALAL industry is creating a domino effect of problems for NON HALAL consumers and job seekers of Australia in the chain 
of certified HALAL rules & events. 
One conjecture point within Australia is the growth of Islamic control within our local economic market and the global market as a whole. 
This growth extends away from the religious preparation of consumables with its origins of the slaughtering and preparations of consumable 
meat to its contemporary empire of wealth.  
While HALAL certification of Australia continues to bath in its wealth in the name of religion it continues to be shrouded in secrecy and is 
protected from disclosure. 
The non-transparency of HALAL certification, corporate complexity, profits and distribution of religious tax can no longer be sanctioned 
solely under its very organisations, religious clerics and the Australian Federation of Islamic Council.  
The Australian Government needs to ensure transparency of all organisations and Institutions within Australia regardless of religious and 
economic standings.  
On behalf of Australians I am asking for an inquiry into HALAL certification and its governing bodies. The fundamentals of such an inquiry will 
ensure transparency from the certification process, fees, and memberships to the distribution of the so called" religious tax" with the aim of 
ongoing transparency. 
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Current schemes do not provide enough information for consumers to make informed purchasing decisions. Most of the major brands in 
Australia are paying HALAL certification fees and yet do not clearly mark it on the labels such as Sanitarium, Kellogg's, Nestle and most of the 
bread and dairy products. Sometimes it is even difficult to get the information from their websites. It has become a rollercoaster of chasing 
information on where to purchase if possible NON HALAL certified products as well as now being more time consuming with further travel 
expense to source these products for the NON HALAL Australian citizen this in turn leads to a disadvantage of practically no choice for  NON 
HALAL consumers with disabilities who are unable to travel further to source their needs. 
 
FROM SLAUGHTER TO SALE & ANIMAL WELFARE In reference to the ritual HALAL slaughter of animals in Australia being reversible stunning 
or no stunning at all I oppose this method  for the following reasons: 
The sanitary aspect (written by a veterinarian), that in HALAL slaughter, the animal is turned towards Mecca, bled without being stunned, a 
very large incision from the throat to the vertebrae sectioning all organs from the jugular and the carotid but also the trachea and the 
oesophagus. This practice brings on anatomo-physiological consequences. These are as follows: 

1. A regurgitation of the contents of the stomach through the oesophagus which is anatomically beside the trachea  2. The animal continues 

to breath very hard from the agony that can last a quarter of an hour where it inhales faecal matter, rich in germs of all sorts.  3. This matter 

that was inhaled all the way to the pulmonary alveoli distributes the germs in the blood much more easily because the membrane there is 

very thin and the circulation, let’s remember, is always working during this period of agony and even accelerated by the stress at the level of 

essential organs.  4. Enormous risk of contamination in the depth of the meat is consequently there.  5. We observe also from the intense 

stress, two physiological phenomenon which conjugate the fall of all immune systems. And the concentration of blood in the essential 

organs, you can say that the animal retains its blood. This is a natural process of survival that brings on also a bleeding that is not as good. 

This is opposing the allegations of people doing this practice. There is in fact,  a greater production of toxins.  6. The longer the agony finally 

brings on violent convulsions accompanied by defecation and urine, all of it splashing the whole slaughtering area.  We clearly see the 

consequences for the nutritional well being of the consumers. We infringe the sacred idea of the precautionary principle to respect an exotic 

practice that is irrational, unsustainable on all plains. Based on a superstition from the middle-ages that is observed. In these conditions, the 

actual derogations to the European rules permitting ritual slaughter, are they acceptable? The multiplication of cases of toxic infections was 

predictable… and will touch mostly non-Muslims that are not conscious of the risks that are not controlled and of the culinary habits that 

makes consumers eat meat that is much more raw. (than Muslims eat meat) 

I oppose the fact that one specific religion be imposed upon or take precedence over all other chosen religions and I am now finding it 

increasingly harder to source NON HALAL meat & food products with most Supermarket chains & butchers bending to this what I feel has 

become  an easy money making and possibly money laundering HALAL scheme aimed to extract large amounts of funds from both moslem 

and non-moslem Australian citizens by stealth. 
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Sent: Wednesday, 1 July 2015 8:02 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Regarding Halal Certification

TO THE COMMITTEE SECRETARIAT, Senate Standing Committees on Economics PO Box
 6100 Parliament House Canberra ACT 2600 economics.sen@aph.gov.au
My Details
Name: Given but witheld
Address: Given but witheld
Dear Senate Standing Committees on Economics,

Regarding Third Party Certification Inquiry:

SUMMARY
In reference to the matter of HALAL certified food please find my submission to this
 inquiry regarding the third party certification of foods. It is for the following reasons that I
 wish to suggest changes to third party certification schemes. I am completely against third
 party certification with my main concern specifically being HALAL certification. Should
 third party certification continue, I wish to request more transparency from third party
 certifiers in the HALAL industry, and also additional changes to the current legislation on
 these issues. My concerns relate to the whole HALAL industry from the slaughter to the
 sales as well as the third party certification scheme.

A CALL FOR TRANSPARENCY The HALAL Certified foods, services, consumable and non-
consumable product global market has advanced from what was a religious requirement
 of Islam to a global organisation worth trillions of dollars annually. Products that were not
 required to certify are now mandated to certification for the individual company’s
 introduction and expansion into this global market. The HALAL global market trades less
 than 3% to HALAL consumers overseas? and I feel the majority of HALAL food is forced
 upon non - moslem Australian citizens by stealth with no separation of HALAL & NON
 HALAL products in most supermarkets & shops where there is no clear labelling of
 products as well as sometimes no labelling at all for NON HALAL consumers. Labelling
 needs to be clear on the front of the product and HALAL & NON HALAL goods separated
 so that NON HALAL consumers can make an informed choice.
On the internet I have come across a certain HALAL certifier publicly degrading Australian
 citizens while goading a quote "Water is done, petrol is done, what next...me think
 electricity" To me this attitude to HALAL certification clearly shows that HALAL
 certification to this well known certifier is nothing more than a money making scam
 hidden beneath a cloak of religion forced upon our community. (I have screen captures of
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 the above confirming this)
HALAL is no longer centralised over the ritual blessing of consumable products but rather a
 three stage certification stemming from production, transportation and marketing. There
 is discrimination on non - moslem Australian job seekers stemming from the slaughtering
 process right up to the transportation process of the HALAL industry food chain. The so
 called religious rules on the previous statement is causing economic consequences and
 little or no job prospects where the HALAL industry is concerned, for our non-moslem
 Australian community. The HALAL industry is creating a domino effect of problems for
 NON HALAL consumers and job seekers of Australia in the chain of certified HALAL rules &
 events. One conjecture point within Australia is the growth of Islamic control within our
 local economic market and the global market as a whole. This growth extends away from
 the religious preparation of consumables with its origins of the slaughtering and
 preparations of consumable meat to its contemporary empire of wealth. While HALAL
 certification of Australia continues to bath in its wealth in the name of religion it continues
 to be shrouded in secrecy and is protected from disclosure. The non-transparency of
 HALAL certification, corporate complexity, profits and distribution of religious tax can no
 longer be sanctioned solely under its very organisations, religious clerics and the
 Australian Federation of Islamic Council. The Australian Government needs to ensure
 transparency of all organisations and Institutions within Australia regardless of religious
 and economic standings.
On behalf of Australians I am asking for an inquiry into HALAL certification and its
 governing bodies. The fundamentals of such an inquiry will ensure transparency from the
 certification process, fees, and memberships to the distribution of the so called" religious
 tax" with the aim of ongoing transparency.
Current schemes do not provide enough information for consumers to make informed
 purchasing decisions. Most of the major brands in Australia are paying HALAL certification
 fees and yet do not clearly mark it on the labels such as Sanitarium, Kellogg's, Nestle and
 most of the bread and dairy products. Sometimes it is even difficult to get the information
 from their websites. It has become a rollercoaster of chasing information on where to
 purchase if possible NON HALAL certified products as well as now being more time
 consuming with further travel expense to source these products for the NON HALAL
 Australian citizen this in turn leads to a disadvantage of practically no choice for NON
 HALAL consumers with disabilities who are unable to travel further to source their needs.

FROM SLAUGHTER TO SALE & ANIMAL WELFARE In reference to the ritual HALAL slaughter
 of animals in Australia being reversible stunning or no stunning at all I oppose this method
 for the following reasons:
The sanitary aspect (written by a veterinarian), that in HALAL slaughter, the animal is
 turned towards Mecca, bled without being stunned, a very large incision from the throat
 to the vertebrae sectioning all organs from the jugular and the carotid but also the
 trachea and the oesophagus. This practice brings on anatomo-physiological
 consequences. These are as follows:
1. A regurgitation of the contents of the stomach through the oesophagus which is
 anatomically beside the trachea 2. The animal continues to breath very hard from the



 agony that can last a quarter of an hour where it inhales faecal matter, rich in germs of all
 sorts. 3. This matter that was inhaled all the way to the pulmonary alveoli distributes the
 germs in the blood much more easily because the membrane there is very thin and the
 circulation, let’s remember, is always working during this period of agony and even
 accelerated by the stress at the level of essential organs. 4. Enormous risk of
 contamination in the depth of the meat is consequently there. 5. We observe also from
 the intense stress, two physiological phenomenon which conjugate the fall of all immune
 systems. And the concentration of blood in the essential organs, you can say that the
 animal retains its blood. This is a natural process of survival that brings on also a bleeding
 that is not as good. This is opposing the allegations of people doing this practice. There is
 in fact, a greater production of toxins. 6. The longer the agony finally brings on violent
 convulsions accompanied by defecation and urine, all of it splashing the whole
 slaughtering area. We clearly see the consequences for the nutritional well being of the
 consumers. We infringe the sacred idea of the precautionary principle to respect an exotic
 practice that is irrational, unsustainable on all plains. Based on a superstition from the
 middle-ages that is observed. In these conditions, the actual derogations to the European
 rules permitting ritual slaughter, are they acceptable? The multiplication of cases of toxic
 infections was predictable… and will touch mostly non-Muslims that are not conscious of
 the risks that are not controlled and of the culinary habits that makes consumers eat meat
 that is much more raw. (than Muslims eat meat)
I oppose the fact that one specific religion be imposed upon or take precedence over all
 other chosen religions and I am now finding it increasingly harder to source NON HALAL
 meat & food products with most Supermarket chains & butchers bending to this what I
 feel has become an easy money making and possibly money laundering HALAL scheme
 aimed to extract large amounts of funds from both moslem and non-moslem Australian
 citizens by stealth.
Regards:
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From: 
Sent: Wednesday, 1 July 2015 8:09 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Inquiry into third party certification of food.

I wish to withhold my name from this submission.

Dear Sir/Madam,
Please accept my submission to the Third Party Certification Inquiry.
Listed are the main points I would like addressed in this inquiry.
1. IS HALAL CERTIFICATION NECESSARY ON ALL ITEMS?
2. ARE CONSUMERS BEING DECEIVED?
3. DO WE NEED THE AMOUNT OF CERTIFIERS CURRENTLY IN AUSTRALIA?
4. IS HALAL CERTIFICATION LEGAL AND ABOVE BOARD?
5. DOES HALAL CERTIFICATION FUND TERRORIST ORGANISATIONS?
6. DOES HALAL CERTIFICATION COST PEOPLE JOBS?
7. INVESTIGATE CERTIFIERS, MOSQUES, ETC, FOR FRAUDULENT ACTS.
8. IS HALAL SLAUGHTER CRUEL AND UNNECESSARY?

1. Is Halal certification necessary on all items.
The answer is NO.
Halal certification is ONLY for consumable products according to the Qur'an. So why is 100's of NON
 consumable products being certified. Clothing, shoes, cutlery, hotels, restaurants, logistics pet food, condoms,
 cleaning products, make-up, transportation, packaging, accommodation, the list is endless. Naturally Halal
 items shouldn't require certification from a board.
Seeings the Muslim population in Australia in the 2011 census was 500,000 , so why is Halal dominating all
 grocery items, catering to approximately 24 million Australian citizens. When approximately 97% of people do
 not require Halal and more importantly are FORBIDDEN to consume Halal.
ALLAHS words. It is he who created for you everything that is on the earth. Everything on the earth is for us to
 make use of, Is Halal except for what Allah and his messenger tell us is Haram. But Halal certification works
 on the exact opposite principle, that everything is Haram unless it is declared by them to be Halal. This is clear
 when one examines their operating procedures.
For example: One of these organisations on its website stipulates the following conditions for businesses that
 want to obtain their Halal certificate. Only Halal food and beverages approved by us are to be served, sold,
 stored and or processed on the approved premises AND in the event of private purchases by stores, this will be
 permitted only from suppliers who have been explicitly approved by us. They are expressly forbidding
 businesses, shops and restaurants from purchasing goods from sources other than those approved by them. And
 by extension, they have declared all non approved goods are forbidden, Haram. They do exactly what Allah
 commands them not to do. Allah says Mankind, eat what is Halal and good on the earth. The food that we eat
 must be wholesome and good, as well as Halal.
2. Are consumers being deceived.
The answer is YES.
Companies are deliberately withholding labelling from packaging. ( Isn't the whole point of certification is so
 Muslims know what is Halal. ) Certified companies are going so far as to not display that they are Halal
 certified on their websites. Some companies contacted by phone or email, when asked if their products were
 Halal certified, said NO, only to later find out their products were indeed Halal certified.
Also we're being deceived by social media with sabotages regarding this inquiry.
FAKE BOYCOTT PAGE: These Halal boycotters are an intelligent bunch of people, if they put their sensible
 ideas up to this government inquiry it will be the end of certification in Australia. Any ideas on how to stop
 this?
ANSWER BY MEMBER: How about we pretend to be boycotters and make up really stupid submissions to
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 make them look like idiots.
FAKE BOYCOTT PAGE: Great idea. We'll get right onto it.
ANSWER BY MEMBER: Ummm, maybe we shouldn't talk about this in such a public place. They might get a
 screenshot of it.
FAKE BOYCOTT PAGE: Don't worry, I'll delete it before anyone can see.
TO LATE: SCREENSHOTTED. I can send a copy if needed.
3. Do we need the amount of certifiers in Australia.
The answer is NO.
There are 33 known certifiers in a country of around 500,000 Muslims. A relatively small market. There are 55
 Muslim majority countries in the world and less than five have Halal certification schemes and yet in Australia
 certification organisations are growing, with no government oversight.
4. Is Halal certification legal and above board.
The answer is NO.
Halal dominates approximately 80% of the whole Australian market in items. Dominating 100% of the Halal
 production lines. Only 3% is necessary to cater to Muslims in Australia. When you have tampons and cat food
 certified you know it is a scam, with nothing to do with food. Halal certification is a mafia style shakedown of
 the food industry with small companies and delivery drivers who do not want to be Halal being in some cases
 forced to comply or lose business. We have Halal certified plastic wrap for example, if they don't want to
 certify their plastic it cannot be in the food chain.
One distributor who asked not to be named, was prepared to offer an opinion. "They really don't care if the
 Halal sign is there or not, they only insist it's on the exported product and as long as the supplier pays the
 monthly fee, everything's sweet. If they refuse to pay, then their exports are at risk.
5. Does Halal certification fund terrorism organisations.
The answer is YES.
Many people do not realise that in addition to there being proof of Halal money being funnelled towards
 terrorism ( eg, IRFAN - Canada for giving money to Hamas ) the Halal industry is controlled and employs
 mainly Muslims and ALL devout Muslims must regularly pay 2.5 % of their accumulated wealth ( not income )
 to Zakat. Furthermore 1/8 of the money they give must , according to Sharia Law be specifically given to
 fighters of Jihad, in other words, terrorists. These facts are clearly laid out in " A Summary of Islamic
 Jurisprudence" and " The Reliance of the Traveller"- both reputable sources accepted by Muslims of many, if
 not all factions. Islamic charities fund Jihad because Islamic Law compels it. Every cent collected from Halal
 and other means goes directly to building the Islam empire. An empire that I don't agree with as being good.
 The very successful empire spreading Islam globally. Islamic Relief Worldwide ( IRW ) was in November
 2014 designated a terrorist group by the UAE ( United Arabs Emirates ) the second middle eastern country to
 do so. In June 2014 Israel declared IRW a financial conduit to Hamas and it was banned from Israel and the
 West Bank. The British based IRW is the largest international Islamic charity in the world with a $250 million
 operating budget. It has over 280 employees and is active in more than 45 countries including Islamic Relief
 Australia run out of Lakemba. NSW. IRW also maintains many affiliate charities throughout the world, each
 with multi million dollar operating budgets.
6. DOES HALAL CERTIFICATION COST JOBS?
The answer is YES.
Example letter sent in by a worker, name withheld. "I worked for a large transporting sub contractor as a diesel
 mechanic up until recently. The company we subcontracted for was bought last year and gained a Muslin CEO.
 Mid last year we were approached to ascertain our Halal standards by said company representatives and failed
 miserably. As we had no Muslim drivers or mechanics. We lost the contract in October with said company and
 now I'm looking for work, with no income and a family to look after. If you don't think Halal certification has
 every chance of costing you your job, think again. I have 30 years experience in my field. No Muslim even
 comes close with their skill set, yet I've lost my job to Muslims over this Halal scheme. It's veiled apartheid.
 They now have enough of the market share under their control to start forcing in the next step, which is taking
 the jobs they want for themselves".
That is just the start, trucks and vans are Halal and on and on. Some jobs are restricted Muslims only, so more
 and more workers are losing their jobs to accommodate this. Halal is pushing people out of work as they are
 NON Muslim. Slaughter houses, transport drivers, diesel mechanics, general staff. Will it eventually go to the
 production line, packaging and stocking shelves. I'll correct that, it is already on packaging.
7. Investigate certifiers, mosques, charities, etc.Is there fraudulent acts.
The answer is YES.
Example is Mohamad El Mouelhy. Sole Director of the private company Halal Certification Authority P/L. On
 Dec. 4, 2014 Mr El Mouelhy posted this online. I am one Muslim that brings $10 billion a year to this country.
 Mr El Mouelhy also claims on another website, in a letter signed by him as Chairman Halal Certification
 Authority Australia ( HCAA ) generates $8 billion dollars for the economy of this country for exports. The
 department lists 21 Islamic Halal certifying bodies approved for red meat products for export. There are other



 Halal certifiers not listed with the department for red meat exports, but who certify local take always,
 restaurants and local supermarket items. Red meat is our biggest Halal market export. Mr El Mouelhy's Halal
 Certification Authority P/L is not shown as one of the certifiers for red meat exports to our largest markets (
 Indonesia, Malaysia, Saudi Arabia, Singapore, Qatar and the United Arab Emirates ) but is under the minority
 general category of "others". How does this only one Muslim bring $10 billion ( or even $8 billion ) a year to
 this country if he's not a red meat Halal certifier to our biggest Muslim export markets. He also makes the
 claim in his international promotional spiel that his business has 8 % market share of Halal certification in
 Australia alone. No figures are available to verify such a claim and Mr El Mouelhy won't open his accounts to
 prove it. With limited qualifications ( he is not an Islamic scholar nor food scientist. ) there is no board of
 directors of his business. He's the sole Director and Shareholder of the business. Clearly his business
 representation is a breach of Section 18 of the competition and consumer act 2010
( formally Section 52 of the Trade Practises Act of 1974 ). In overseas publications such as Tempa and the
 Jakata Post, Mr El Mouelhy is referred to as the President of the Halal Certification Authority Australia. He is
 no President of any authority except his own private business with a deliberate misleading name. Mr El
 Mouelhy is no Islamic cleric or scholar. So how can this private businessman claim to be. AQIS is not
 enforcing it's own rules in allowing a private opportunist to masquerade as an Islamic body or organisation.
The government should introduce a Private Members Bill that would enforce Halal certifiers to open their books
 to see where money is coming from, going to or funding terrorists. In defence and prevent scrutiny Mr El
 Mouelhy now claims he is not operating as an Islamic body, but a private business. Even without necessary
 qualifications there is always a way for an enterprising businessman of the ilk of Mr El Mouelhy to achieve his
 ends. Mr El Mouelhy also delights in taunting us Bigots with a never ending array of comments on his
 webpage. Example: " He who laughs last, laughs longest. I have been laughing at the feeble cockamamie ideas
 of the bigots and their ilk, now I am laughing even more and I will never stop laughing at them in the future,
 this is a promise and I always deliver on my promises. Halal is here to stay, it will grow and prosper, despite all
 the feeble plots they think I'm not aware of ( And I laugh all the way to the bank ). Weep you dole bludgers
 bigots.
And another example: Halal will grow and prosper despite your feeble efforts and I will continue to rub the
 noses of the bigots in it. I am here to stay and be twice as rich as I am now, despite your noses and if you don't
 like it, go to where your ancestors came from you sons of convicts. I will stay here and rub your noses in it as I
 am doing now on a daily basis. He is also quoted as saying the only thing Halal goes to is his wife's shoes. And
 the insults and name calling keeps going. This sort of behaviour from a prominate so called Businessman,
 Director, Chairman, President is fuelling racial tension in this country.
8. Is Halal slaughter cruel and unnecessary.
The answer is YES.
Allah says the animals should be treated well and with mercy. Undercover video shot by an animal welfare
 group show the brutal treatment of sheep. The footage shows sheep being kicked, threatened with knives and
 thrown into solid structures. The Food Standards Agency ( FSA ) has launched an investigation into the footage
 saying there is no excuse for treating animals in a way shown on the video and adding that prosecutions could
 follow. Over 3 days hidden cameras were used which showed. A worker hacking and sawing at animals
 throats, in direct contravention of Islamic practice. In one instance it took 5 attempts to sever blood vessels.
 Sheep being kicked in the face and head, lifted by the ears, fleeces or legs and hurled into solid structures. A
 worker standing on the neck of a conscious sheep bouncing up and down. Staff erupting in laughter over a
 sheep bleeding to death with spectacles drawn around her eyes in green paint. Employees taunting and
 frightening animals by waving knives, smacking them on the head and shouting at them. Under the Halal code,
 animals are supposed to be killed quickly, with a single sweep of a surgically sharp knife. They should not see
 the knife before they are slaughtered or witness the death of other animals. The video footage appears to show
 that rules were not adhered to where more than 4,000 sheep were filmed being killed. Sheep appeared to have
 knives sharpened in front of them and watched their flock mates bleeding to death before being shackled and
 hoisted. Four slaughter men have had their operating licences suspended. This is just ONE abattoir. Halal
 slaughter is cruel and inhumane. Animals killed Halal ( according to Islamic Law ) cannot be stunned before
 their throats are cut, which means that many animals fight and gasp for their last breaths, struggling to stand
 while the blood drains from their necks. This could take up to 5 minutes. Also animals are mistreated during
 transport. In many cases they are transported in overcrowded trucks and are generally not fed or watered during
 their journey. Animals are badly beaten while they are herded together and driven fast to reach markets or
 abattoirs. It is an excruciating sight to watch them stumble and fall, and then be whipped until they get up.
 Similarly needless suffering is inflicted on animals that have to travel 3-4 days together in overcrowded, ill
 ventilated, humid, hot trucks. Animals are often housed or confined in primitive conditions without proper
 shade and kept tightly tethered. They are treated as a commodity rather than living beings. All areas of
 transport, confinement, treatment of and slaughter, Halal or otherwise should be looked into. Halal slaughter
 should be banned. It's not necessary in today's world. All slaughterhouses should have independently monitored
 CCTV cameras fitted. These should be compulsory and checked regularly.



Also points to consider:
Apply the user pays principle. If observant Muslims insist on special rituals and certification for their food, then
 Islamic community organisations should provide these services and cover the fees and extra expenses for our
 suppliers. Religion is always a contentious issue and should never be imposed on others.
Insist on clear labelling.
All products and services from Halal certification suppliers should be clearly labelled by one standard symbol.
 Only meat, meat products and those products that need to be known as Halal for Muslims, should be certified.
 All other items, that are naturally Halal, should not be certified.
End workplace Discrimination.
In many Australian abattoirs only Muslim males now find employment as slaughterers. Non Muslim and
 woman are considered Haram - unclean.
This is Sharia Law, manifest in discrimination on gender and religious grounds applied with content of AQIS
 and DAFF.
Also in supermarkets, where are the Halal sections. There are no Halal sections, there are vegetarian or gluten
 free sections. Why can't there be specific Halal sections. The amount of items that need to be certified as Halal,
 wouldn't take up much space.
In Ending.
Halal is discrimination against every religious person worldwide. As with good spiritual conscious cannot
 except Halal. It should be banned.
Thank you for accepting my submission to this inquiry.

Sent from my iPad
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From: joan  
Sent: Wednesday, 1 July 2015 8:43 PM 
To: Economics, Committee (SEN) 
Subject: Halal Certification

Sirs,
I respectfully submit that Halal Certification appears to be totally out of control.  From
 what I understand, the only requirement for Halal Certification is that of meat - that it be
 slaughtered in the correct way (which, incidentally, is fairly cruel as it involves the animal
 being conscious) and that there be no contamination from non muslims or from dogs or
 any pork meat.  Unfortunately, this certification racket has been carried much further than
 this.  According to the Koran, a muslim has reason to believe that his food may be
 contaminated by any of these things, all he has to do is utter a prayer before eating and the
 food is then halal and he is able to eat.  

At this time in Australia, it is difficult to purchase almost anything in our supermarkets that
 has NOT been certified as halal.  This certification is being applied even to things such as
 baby wipes, cosmetics and toothpaste.  

As a portion of Halal Certification fees have to be given to the Islamic Council so that a
 portion of these fees is to fund new Mosques, Islamic Schools and Islamic charities.  It is
 highly probable (considering the investigations into so many Islamic Schools finances) 
 that some of this cash is flowing to those organisations which would do harm to this
 Country.

My main reasons for objecting to Halal Certification is that 
1. I do not wish to support the spread of Islam in any way, shape or form
and
2. Very few products that have been certified are labelled at all - some have the
 Certification label displayed AFTER the pack is opened.
and
3. Most of the Certification is totally unnecessary  considering that it is only meat
 products which should be certified as halal.
and
4. Being unwilling to help support the rise of Islam, I am restricted to niche products
 when purchasing Breakfast cereals, Milk, Butter or Margarine, Tinned Fruits and Soups,
 Ice Creams, Yoghurt, Jams and even Honey.  In fact almost all supermarket products and
 this has a huge financial impact on me.  

Sincerely,
(Mrs) Joan Davidson JP 

1st July 2015
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Amelia Scully 

To whom it may concern 

Re Senate Inquiry into Food Certification Schemes 

Halal certification is not in Australia's best interest. In the US, France and Canada it has been 
proven that halal certification schemes directly funded Hamas and the Muslim brotherhood. It 
was found in Canada that $14.8 million dollars over a short a short period of time was 
funnelled into Hamas from halal certified money. The Canadian halal certifier MAC sent 
funds to IFRAN Canada (an Islamic front charity), which in turn contributed to terrorist 
organisations. These scams have now been broken up and its ringleaders charged. 

The damage to Australia’s productivity is that a lot of companies are suffering; as more and 
more Australians boycott products labeled with the halal certification. So far there are five 
websites calling to Boycott Halal totaling 110621 Likes and growing. Most Australians do 
not want to buy items from companies which are supporting an Islamic ideology in the guise 
of a religion as the money goes towards funding for current; and the building of more 
mosques and Islamic schools. Some of these mosques and Islamic schools have been proven 
to have had Imams preaching hate toward the non believer.   

Is it not discrimination to be forced to pay a religious fund to an incompatible ideology in 
your normal everyday food items?  The collection of this forced donation MUST be banned 
by our Government. Why are so many Aussie firms paying inflated prices to have Halal 
certification when they know the Islamic market is not more than 3% of the buyer 
population? Are they coerced with threats of product tampering? Why is there a non-
disclosure clause in the contracts companies sign? Does the cost of certification not also 
increase the price of food to all consumers? 

There is a growing awareness that the collection of fees for certification is BIG BUSINESS 
and because it is claimed to be a religious non-taxable profit, a charity based scheme, the 
money benefits only the Islamic population. There are 33 known Halal certification 
organisations operating in Australia, with the four biggest certifiers (classed as not-for-profit 
enterprises) being the Australian Federation of Islamic Councils (AFIC), the Halal 
Certification Authority Australia (HCAA), the Supreme Islamic Council of Halal Meat in 
Australia (SICHMA) and the Islamic Co-ordinating Council of Victoria (ICCV). A number 
of businesses also provide Halal certification services. 



How does this benefit either our broader Australian community or our Government's 
resources? The Australian Government does not have a formal role in labelling Halal food for 
domestic consumption. The Government is losing large amounts in company tax deductions 
and very few certifiers pay tax as it is claimed to be a religious related income. 

The controversial certification fee has become a local and global industry upsetting both non 
Muslim consumers and religious Muslims who are upset and angered that unprincipled 
moneymen are profiting from misrepresenting Islamic teachings. It is not required by Islamic 
teachings, nor is it in shariah law, that a fee should be paid to ensure food is halal. The fact is 
that almost everything is already halal. Halal means permissible.  There are a few harem 
foods which are meat or by products from swine, or anything with intoxicants and blood and 
blood byproducts. Muslims say they already know what foods is harem, if there is a doubt, 
they can say a simple prayer (bismillah) over the food before consumption. 

We ask our Government to stop the big con that raises money to spread the ideology of Islam. 
The Islamic ideology is not compatible with the Australian culture. Countries that have 
banned halal where it means ritual slaughter of animals are: Luxemburg, Sweden, Norway, 
Holland and Switzerland. Please Australia, put a ban on halal slaughter. Please Australia put 
a ban on the collection of halal fees being charged on ALL products. 

Halal slaughter is extremely cruel; we as a nation used to use the non reversible stun method 
of slaughter, now it is very difficult to find an abattoir that utilises that particular method. 
Where is the RSPCA? The beasts are killed whilst they are conscious, their throats are slit 
and it can at times take up to 7 minutes to bleed out before they are dead; all the while 
thrashing about and moaning in extreme pain and agony. 

Please reconsider this absolute scam that has all Australians, Muslim or otherwise in total 
disarray, Islam is not compatible with our nation, halal is part of the jizya tax that has Islam 
wanting to establish a worldwide caliphate 

Regards Amelia Scully 
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2/7/2015 

Senate Standing Committee 
PO Box 6100 
Parliament House  
Canberra ACT 2600 

Dear Sir 

I wish to make a submission regarding the 3rd party certification of food. 

We are a farming family (2 adults and 2 children) on the South Coast of Western 
Australia. We do not follow any prescribed religious belief.  

Summary: We believe the labelling of certification schemes is totally inadequate. 

Food is for health and sustenance. The politicising of food by religious bodies is the 
antithesis of being Australian and is setting a dangerous precedent. 

We also have concerns regarding genetically-modified food and the health aspects of 
produce imported from overseas.  

If producers are proud of their produce then surely they would voluntarily declare 
their certification or country of origins on the packaging. Clearly, they are not so 
proud and hence legislators must step in. 

Australia tries to portray an image of clean and green. We should also set an example 
to the world our produce if free of corruption or political interference. 

a. The extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia
including, but not limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and
genetically-modified food and general food safety certification schemes.

I believe that certification schemes have gone too far. We have gone from
a situation from producers willingly enter into not-for-profit certification
schemes from a common interest to a situation where a fee is required to
overcome barriers of entry into markets.

Given that many companies do not label religious affiliations nor
adequately show country of origin I believe companies are demonstrating
they have something to hide from the consumer. As a consumer and
producer I want to be able to make choices about companies I associate
with and foods I give to myself and children.



b. Current labelling requirements of food certification schemes.

Current labelling schemes are totally inadequate for consumers make
informed choices about the produce they buy.

1. I do not wish to financially support any religious ideology whether that
be Halal, Kosher or any other kind of religious doctrine.

2. As a farmer I do not wish to support cruel slaughtering practices of
some religious faiths. I also do not wish to be placed in a position that
in order to sell my stock that I too be coerced into some sort of
religious certification or otherwise be excluded from markets.

3. Also as a consumer and farmer I also wish to avoid purchasing
genetically modified food. I do not wish to consume food that has been
routinely sprayed with chemicals.

4. I am also concerned of the cleanliness and chemical contamination of
foods being imported from overseas that have a less stringent
regulatory regime. “Local and imported” is not sufficient. In my view,
some companies are trying to conceal from consumers actual countries
of origin.

c. The need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay
certification fees.

It would stand to reason that companies who voluntarily undergo
certification and pay whatever fees required would be proud to display
their certification to their consumers. It is open to conclude that companies
that do not disclose their certification have done so under duress or
intimidation. Disclosure of certification needs to be compulsory. If we do
not, corruption will flourish.

d. Whether current schemes provide enough information for Australians
consumers to make informed purchasing decisions.

There is clearly a need for better labelling. I have no idea where my food
comes from, what chemicals have been used and what a particular
certification may mean.

e. Details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or
manufacturers, and the potential of these to impact on prices for
consumers.

There is clearly a lack of transparency. I believe this would be of
importance to shareholder investment decisions of the companies
concerned – not just consumers.

f. The importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market
access and returns to producers.

We also have a reputation as a clean and green producer. We should also
lead the world on ethical treatment of animals particularly at slaughter. To



have standards for local consumption but abandon those for export is 
hypocritical and tarnish the whole primary production industry.  

g. The extent and adequacy of information available to the public about
certifiers including, but not limited to, certification processes, fees and
financial records; and any related matters.

There is clearly a lack of information regarding certification schemes.

However with stricter labelling I think it would be in the interests of those
being certified to enquire into the accountability and practices of the
certifying agencies.

Yours faithfully 

Neville Davidson 
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From: John n Sue Faust 
Sent: Thursday, 2 July 2015 8:29 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Enquiry into third party certification of food submission

1. the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but
not limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified
food and general food safety certification schemes;

Food certification in Australia should not be applied for any religious
 purpose. Especially for general sale to the public and specifically if it
 requires a cost of certification or fee! Donations to religious groups or cults
 should be a free will offering and not in the form of a religious tax for all
 consumers!

2. current labelling requirements of food certification schemes;

There must be clear indicators on any product available to the General
 Public if fees or taxes by a third party are part of the retail cost of any
 product available in Australia, whether manufactured here or not!

3. the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification
fees;

Any company paying certification fees, such as Halal or Kosher
 should clearly show what proportion of the cost is for that
 certification and whether there is an obligation for additional cost (
 GST)

4. whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to
make informed purchasing decisions;

The addition of a small logo representing a certification scheme for
 products freely available on Australian retailers shelves is not good
 enough! If it is for a religious certification it should be in clear bold
 wording and highlighted as to what religion or cult the fees are for
 and what percentage of the retail cost they add.

5. details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers,
and the potential for these to impact on prices for consumers;

As there are quite a number of religions registered in Australia, fees
 for certification and from what religion or cult should be clearly
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 legible and if a fee has been charged for this certification, should be
 clearly stated on any labelling of products. If there are fees charged
 for certification, it should also be clearly shown what GST has been
 paid for such certification service.

6. the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access
and returns to producers;

If as a requirement for export to other countries a certification is
 required and this incurs a cost? This cost and certification must be
 only for products sold in those other countries! Products sold for
 consumption in Australia should have no certification for religious
 entities or cults as fees for such certification are another form of tax,
 not applied by government and therefore should be rendered illegal.

7. the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers
including, but not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records;
and any related matters.

As I understand, fees for halal in Australia are solely the property of
 those registered as religious certifiers? Are these fees and their
 accumulation subject to tax charges from the government tax office?
 If not, why not? GST should apply as it is a supplied service! The
 requirements for certification and the process required should also be
 made public on any labelling and also be available for inspection for
 religious purposes. If the fees collected are subject to a religious
 requirement, the religion or cult should be clearly identifiable and
 open to scrutiny by the tax office or its agents! Halal in particular
 appears to have been a late addition to Islam's requirements as a
 religion and as such must be questionable as to why now? It would
 seem there are contradictions within this religious cult that allow
 consumption of food products especially by prayers before
 consumption! So the need for Halal apart from a scam to raise money
 from the general Australian public for religious or other purposes
 could be and probably should be made illegal in Australia!
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From: Steven Watson  
Sent: Thursday, 2 July 2015 11:09 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal Certification

Senate Standing Committees on Economics
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600

Dear Sir/Madam,

Why am I, why is anyone paying a religious surcharge on food?  That is fundamentally wrong on any account.
  If the Muslims want Halal Certified food, fine, let them pay for it.  But it should not be paid for by those who
 don't want Halal certified food.

Yours sincerely,

Steven Watson
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From: diane hughes 
Sent: Thursday, 2 July 2015 12:42 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATION INQUIRY SUBMISSION

     Please accept my submission to the Third Party Certification Inquiry
 To whom it may concern

Re Senate Inquiry into Food Certification Schemes

Halal certification is not in Australia's best interest. In the US, France and Canada it has been
 proven that halal certification schemes directly funded Hamas and the Muslim brotherhood. It
 was found in Canada that $14.8 million dollars over a short a short period of time was
 funnelled into Hamas from halal certified money. The Canadian halal certifier MAC sent funds
 to IFRAN Canada (an Islamic front charity), which in turn contributed to terrorist
 organisations. These scams have now been broken up and its ringleaders charged.
The damage to Australia’s productivity is that a lot of companies are suffering; as more and
 more Australians boycott products labeled with the halal certification. So far there are five
 websites calling to Boycott Halal totaling 110621 Likes and growing. Most Australians do not
 want to buy items from companies which are supporting an Islamic ideology in the guise of a
 religion as the money goes towards funding for current; and the building of more mosques
 and Islamic schools. Some of these mosques and Islamic schools have been proven to have
 had Imams preaching hate toward the non believer.

Is it not discrimination to be forced to pay a religious fund to an incompatible ideology in your
 normal everyday food items? The collection of this forced donation MUST be banned by our
 Government. Why are so many Aussie firms paying inflated prices to have Halal certification
 when they know the Islamic market is not more than 3% of the buyer population? Are they
 coerced with threats of product tampering? Why is there a non-disclosure clause in the
 contracts companies sign? Does the cost of certification not also increase the price of food to
 all consumers?

There is a growing awareness that the collection of fees for certification is BIG BUSINESS and
 because it is claimed to be a religious non-taxable profit, a charity based scheme, the money
 benefits only the Islamic population. There are 33 known Halal certification organisations
 operating in Australia, with the four biggest certifiers (classed as not-for-profit enterprises)
 being the Australian Federation of Islamic Councils (AFIC), the Halal Certification Authority
 Australia (HCAA), the Supreme Islamic Council of Halal Meat in Australia (SICHMA) and the
 Islamic Co-ordinating Council of Victoria (ICCV). A number of businesses also provide Halal
 certification services.

How does this benefit either our broader Australian community or our Government's
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 resources? The Australian Government does not have a formal role in labelling Halal food for
 domestic consumption. The Government is losing large amounts in company tax deductions
 and very few certifiers pay tax as it is claimed to be a religious related income.

The controversial certification fee has become a local and global industry upsetting both non
 Muslim consumers and religious Muslims who are upset and angered that unprincipled
 moneymen are profiting from misrepresenting Islamic teachings. It is not required by Islamic
 teachings, nor is it in shariah law, that a fee should be paid to ensure food is halal. The fact is
 that almost everything is already halal. Halal means permissible. There are a few harem
 foods which are meat or by products from swine, or anything with intoxicants and blood and
 blood byproducts. Muslims say they already know what foods is harem, if there is a doubt,
 they can say a simple prayer (bismillah) over the food before consumption.

We ask our Government to stop the big con that raises money to spread the ideology of Islam.
 The Islamic ideology is not compatible with the Australian culture. Countries that have banned
 halal where it means ritual slaughter of animals are: Luxemburg, Sweden, Norway, Holland
 and Switzerland. Please Australia, put a ban on halal slaughter. Please Australia put a ban on
 the collection of halal fees being charged on ALL products.
Halal slaughter is extremely cruel; we as a nation used to use the non reversible stun method
 of slaughter, now it is very difficult to find an abattoir that utilises that particular method.
 Where is the RSPCA? The beasts are killed whilst they are conscious, their throats are slit
 and it can at times take up to 7 minutes to bleed out before they are dead; all the while
 thrashing about and moaning in extreme pain and agony.
Please reconsider this absolute scam that has all Australians, Muslim or otherwise in total
 disarray, Islam is not compatible with our nation, halal is part of the jizya tax that has Islam
 wanting to establish a worldwide caliphate
Regards

     Regards
 Diane Hughes
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To: Senate Economics References Committee 

Dear Committee Members: 

 

 

I write this Submission with the reference to religious certification 
applied to domestic consumer goods and services. 

 

The implementation of Halal food in Australia.  

 

We are subverted into buying Halal certified foods and house hold 
goods and services necessary for ongoing living without our 
knowledge, input or consumer choice into the matter. Kosher 
certification is only applied to certain food items, mainly meat, they 
do not require certification to export their products overseas. 

 
Halal Certified Foods, yes the Islamic Certifying bodies will say that 
the money they charge for certification does not increase the price of 
everyday items, but yes it does, just ask any Australian how much 
more they continually having to pay each week just for the basics, 
items such as toilet paper, milk, dried herbs, even honey these items  
are halal by nature, but are being made Halal Certified and sold as 
such, without our knowledge or consent, 80% of halal certified foods 
in Australia are not shown to be so, i.e. no identifiable markings on 
the product, the consumer does not have the information to be able 
to make an informed decision. 
 
The Islamic Council will also tell you that the monies paid by 
businesses for these certificates does not support terrorism, ask the 
Australian people for their opinion on this, I think you already know 
the answer.  
 

1. The Halal industry experts believe the size of the total global 
Halal market including all types of Halal products, 
consumables and services to range from a minimum of 
US$1.2 trillion to US$2 trillion per annum (Global Halal 
Congress, 2010) 
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2. According to the World Halal Forum 2009, Time Magazine 

(May, 2009) reported that the total size of global Halal food 
market is worth about US$ 632 billion a year. This figure 
would be higher still if the non-Muslim consumers market is 
included. 

 
3. Greater profit market share: no loss of non-Muslim markets. 

The International Halal food trade has been estimated to be 
worth at least US$580 billion a year (Halal Journal, 2007). 

 
4. Certification assists domestic Halal food and consumable 

industries in the developments and promotion of Australia 
as an International Halal Hub, consequently exploiting a 
global Halal food market of about 1.8 billion people. 

  
5. Since Halal certification is not mandatory, how is a 

competitive advantage, gained over companies with no Halal 
certification. 

 
6. Halal certification imposes strict personal sanitation 

requirements in addition to manufacturing premise hygiene 
practices, complimentary to the HACCP program 

 
7. If having Halal certification is so important, how did 

manufacturers manage to export their products since 1974 
(when the term halal certification was first introduced in 
Australia by AFIC) without such certifications in place? 

 
 

Isn’t it interesting as point 5 says not mandatory, but basic extortion 
over suppliers to have them become Halal Certified? The monies 
charged to the supplier have to be recouped somehow, by higher 
prices, as does the $8000 charged annually for Woolworths to give 
their Woolworths Quality Guarantee symbol; these prices are 
charged even though our regulation body HACCP has already 
inspected the premises. 
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The forced implementation of Halal Certified food and other 
essential items.   

a. Halal is a religious procedure to make food acceptable 
for a minority culture, but now many products, not 
only food, bear the Halal certificate. This is a blatant 
money making scam using religion to fool companies 
into believing they will get more sales by pandering to 
Muslims. As Muslims comprise only 2.2% of the 
population at the last census I fail to see how much 
Halal certification will increase your sales. 

 
b. Some companies, like Kraft  and  Cadburys  have 

admitted  that because of the controversy over Halal 
certification they are no longer going to label their 
product with the Halal symbol. Instead, they are 
‘hiding’ the fact on their website so that consumers 
cannot make an informed choice at the point of sale. 
As a result, we are being forced to purchase and 
consume food and other products certified Halal 
without our knowledge and choice. 

 
c. The fees imposed for this Certification have to be 

recouped by the manufacturer. As a result we are 
forced to pay higher prices in the supermarket.   I 
consider this is unfair and unjust and it goes against 
our Fair Trading practises, as manufacturers must not 
engage in misleading conduct about the nature of their 
manufacturing process. 

 
d.  April 2004, Food standards Australia  and New Zealand 

(FSANZ) and the ACCC signed  a  memorandum of  
understanding to facilitate an agreement about how 
food labeling  complaints would  be addressed, 
Regulation  MR 068/04. The Food and Industry Trade 
Practices ACT the three keys roles of FSANZ are: 
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i. protecting public health and safety 

ii. providing  adequate  information about food to enable        
consumers to make informed choices.     

            iii. preventing  misleading  or deceptive conduct in  relation     
                  to the food and beverages industry. 
 

In regards to Halal, Kosher etc., without the compulsory labeling of 
food to show that it is Halal or Kosher, point 2 of the regulation, 
enabling consumer choice is not being adhered to. 
 
Part 2 of the Food and Industry Trade Practices ACT dated November 
2006 shows the key principles of misleading and deceptive conduct; 
Food and Beverage labeling may potentially breach the consumer 
protection provisions of the Act if the label conveys misleading or 
deceptive impression or representation. This can also occur if a fact 
relevant to the sale of that good is not mentioned (i.e. condition or 
some product content). 
 
The failure to mention an important fact in the content of an overall 
presentation can sometimes be misleading conduct. Labels which 
omit key consumer information can mislead consumers and distort 
consumer choice. 
 
Part 2.2 of the Act, Process/preparation/production claims, referring 
to a specific process or preparation of a product, Part 2.4 claims 
implying a relationship with a particular standard or style, this would 
cover the product being sold as Halal. 
 
While an average consumer may not be concerned by this type of 
representation, such a claim would be of concern to the intended 
target audience and could be in breach of the Act. 

Sharia Law in connection with Halal Certification in Australia, 
Australians did not ask for this law here and we don’t want it here, 
Sharia Law has no place in our culture or our country.The teaching of 
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Sharia Law in our public Universities, this is Australia and as such is 
ruled by the Australian judicial system, not the Islamic system. One 
law and justice for all.  

Sharia means the ‘way’ or ‘path’. Islamic sharia law refers to the 
whole system of principles and rules which a Muslim is required to 
live by. It relates to both criminal and civil justice, and it also 
regulates personal and moral conduct.  

Sharia Law is based upon the teachings of the Koran as well as the 
teaching and example of Muhammad: the rules of sharia exist 
because Muhammad either commanded or actually did what the 
rules require. 

Sharia goes way beyond food and halal but the point we want to 
make here is that all of the halal certification organisations are 
operating under sharia law and desire for sharia law to be accepted 
as a part of our mainstream society.  

Money that is paid out in fees for halal certification is used to fund in 
part or whole the push for sharia law in Australia. On the Islamic 
website muslimvillage.com (June 11) the secretary of the Australian 
Islamic Mission, Siddiq Buckley is quoted as saying,  

"There are practical examples of [sharia] here already. We have 
Islamic schools, mosques, funeral parlours, shops and businesses. 
We’ve got abattoirs that only employ Muslim workers on temporary 
visas, Islamic charities, and Islamic financial institutions. There are so 
many things – halal meals served on airlines. This is all part of Sharia 
Law.  

Conclusion: Many Australian food manufacturers seek Halal or 
Kosher certification of their facilities, processes and supplies in order 
to label their products as Halal/Kosher to ensure they are able to be 
enjoyed by Religious consumers. In the same way that food labelled 
as vegan or gluten-free is suitable for consumption by a broad range 
of consumers, Halal certified foods as such are commonly forced on 
non-Muslims, whereas Kosher is not forced on those, that are not of 
the Jewish faith. 
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So if the manufacturers and suppliers of services are convinced it is 
an honour and a necessity to be halal certified, why are they not 
proud enough to have the halal symbol displayed on their items so 
we, as Australian consumers can make an informed decision of the 
product or service, we choose to purchase or support. 

Why is the Government and major manufacturers abiding to the 
demands of a minority in this matter? 

1 As a concerned citizen my request would be that all 
religious certifications be banned. 
 

2 If this is not a possibility then all goods and services for 
Halal or Kosher that are certified are for export only. 

 
3 If these religious certifications are to remain in place, 

then I request that all products and services be labelled 
as such, and advertised widely so consumers can decide 
for themselves if they choose to purchase and support a 
religion that is not compatible within Australia. 

Full disclosure of all monies received and paid for these 
certifications, inclusive of GST, as most of the certifying bodies under 
the umbrella of AFIC are tax exempt.    

 

 

Patricia Cook 
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From: scott meyer 
Sent: Thursday, 2 July 2015 5:25 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: halal inquiry/certification

DEAR COMMITTEE SECRETARIAT, Senate Standing Committees on Economics PO Box 6100
 Parliament House Canberra ACT 2600 economics.sen@aph.gov.au 
MY DETAILS;
 Name: SCOTT MEYER
Residence:   
Phone: 

SUMMARY I add my submission to the inquiry regarding third party certification of foods
 for the following reasons and suggest the following changes. This submission outlines that
 I am against third party certification such as Halal. If third party certification is continue, I
 request more transparency from third party certifiers, as well as request additional
 changes to current legislature on the issue. Economics: 
· Transparency; any food or consumer item that carries religious certification must be
 made to display those certifications clearly on their packaging in a unified, standardised,
 transparent manner. 
o I buy products expecting my money support only the company I bought it from,
o I need to know who or what I’m supporting when I buy a product.
· Any food or consumer item that has been blessed, certified, taxed or endorsed in
 affiliation with a religious entity is required to be labelled so and if it is not, removed from
 circulation and either re-packaged or removed completely. 
· The requirement of Halal certified foods to include the prayer of a Muslim is
 discrimination in the workforce on the basis of an employee’s belief system. There must
 be a crackdown on this unlawful employment system. 
· I believe it to be fraudulent to insist on monetary payment for any form of certification.
Personal Beliefs: 
· I am opposed to the idea of my purchase of goods funding religion, religious affiliation, or
 contributing to an ideology I do not support (clearly certified products and uncertified
 products). 
o I find the idea of eating a product that has been prayed over, abhorrent
· I believe animals bred for slaughter are to be killed in the most humane possible way.
o Information leads me to believe this to be non-reversible stun method, which is not
 utilised in the way of Halal certified slaughterhouse meat, 
· I believe the current situation with certification, for this example Halal, has reached a
 point of extortion, and is in need of reform. 
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o Products such as honey that by Islam law are Halal by default and already available to eat
 according to the prophet are becoming Halal certified – an unnecessary fee to companies
 who certify in order to please a minority. 
If third party certification of products is to continue: 
· I believe that if third party certification of food and consumer products is to continue,
 then those organisations must: 
o acquire funds from the people of their faith – and not charge the producer (possibly
 leading to increased costs to the eventual consumer), 

 People of Islam must pay for the costs involved in Halal foods, etc, 
 People of the Jewish faith are to pay for costs involved in kosher foods, etc. 

o not to be given tax exempt status due to religious grounds,
o fully account of every dollar earned and make this data available and accessible to the
 public, 
o be monitored, audited, and investigated by an independent third party regulatory body
 to ensure all activities are legal, and transparent to the public in an easy to understand
 way, 
o funds made are to remain within Australia, contributing to that religion,
o become or established as a not-for-profit organisation.
CONCLUSION It is unconstitutional and immoral to force me to unwillingly fund religion
 with; 
· my purchase of goods due to lack of labelling,
· my purchase of goods due to lack of choice.
I am completely opposed to Third Party Certification of goods (including but not limited to
 food goods). Ideally, I believe that the complete removal of third party certification such
 as Halal certification be the most efficient and cost-effective solution. If certification is to
 continue; I believe that as an Australian living in Australia, I have the right to choose NOT
 to support (including but not limited to) a religion, Ideology, or group when making
 consumer decisions on products (food or otherwise). When I purchase products, I read an
 ingredients list to make health related decisions on what I eat; I require there to be labels
 on consumer products so that I can make decisions on what I want to support (if any). 
Kind Regards.  Scott Meyer
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From: BigPond  
Sent: Thursday, 2 July 2015 7:16 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Food labelling

In regard to the new revised laws for food labelling for all foods sold in Australia, I believe that,

1- All print defining the food item needs to be of a clear readable size not small print.

2 - Maybe a Square colour background with a large conspicuous capital block letter in the middle e.g. A =
 100% , all Australian content that includes food and packaging. A = 60 % IMP = 40 % Thai , the first symbol
 must be the largest quantity of the food product first. This product should be printed on a different colour
 background.

3 - If less than 60 % Australian then a letter on a different colour round defines 50% or more is imported and
 need a food country origin and the % form all countries of origin.

4 - A  compulsory, very clearly round coloured background with a symbol printed that's readable. e.g. GM for
 genetically modified and particularly H for Halal. K for kosher, O for organic, this marking would assume that
 fees maybe paid for certification of this round colour.

5 - No legal avoidance of any food product certification Symbol allowed so that consumers can make a fully
 informed  decision at time of their purchase.

6 - Labelling needs to be much more basic about all the  ingredient so there is no names that consumers don't
 understand. Sugar is all similar sweeteners etc.

Regards,

Richard Tallents
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From: Dianne McNair 
Sent: Thursday, 2 July 2015 8:29 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Submission to the Senate Inquiry into Food Certification Schemes

To whom it may concern
Re Senate Inquiry into Food Certification Schemes

Halal certification is not in Australia's best interest. In the US, France and Canada it
 has been proven that halal certification schemes directly funded Hamas and the
 Muslim brotherhood. It was found in Canada that $14.8 million dollars over a short a
 short period of time was funnelled into Hamas from halal certified money. The
 Canadian halal certifier MAC sent funds to IFRAN Canada (an Islamic front
 charity), which in turn contributed to terrorist organisations. These scams have now
 been broken up and its ringleaders charged.

The damage to Australia’s productivity is that a lot of companies are suffering; as
 more and more Australians boycott products labeled with the halal certification. So
 far there are five websites calling to Boycott Halal totaling 110621 Likes and
 growing. Most Australians do not want to buy items from companies which are
 supporting an Islamic ideology in the guise of a religion as the money goes towards
 funding for current; and the building of more mosques and Islamic schools. Some of
 these mosques and Islamic schools have been proven to have had Imams preaching
 hate toward the non believer.  If I had to pay any sort of tax I would prefer to pay a
 farmers tax, which would go towards our farmers who are struggling year in year out
 and who also have one of the highest levels of suicide due to the issues they face. Or
 why are we using this money to support the Islamic community what about all the
 other community's that could benefit from it. This is just causing a divide between
 us.

Is it not discrimination to be forced to pay a religious fund to an incompatible
 ideology in your normal everyday food items? The collection of this forced donation
 MUST be banned by our Government. Why are so many Aussie firms paying
 inflated prices to have Halal certification when they know the Islamic market is not
 more than 3% of the buyer population? Are they coerced with threats of product
 tampering? Why is there a non-disclosure clause in the contracts companies sign?
 Does the cost of certification not also increase the price of food to all consumers?

There is a growing awareness that the collection of fees for certification is BIG
 BUSINESS and because it is claimed to be a religious non-taxable profit, a charity
 based scheme, the money benefits only the Islamic population. There are 33 known
 Halal certification organisations operating in Australia, with the four biggest
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 certifiers (classed as not-for-profit enterprises) being the Australian Federation of
 Islamic Councils (AFIC), the Halal Certification Authority Australia (HCAA), the
 Supreme Islamic Council of Halal Meat in Australia (SICHMA) and the Islamic Co-
ordinating Council of Victoria (ICCV). A number of businesses also provide Halal
 certification services.

How does this benefit either our broader Australian community or our Government's
 resources? The Australian Government does not have a formal role in labelling Halal
 food for domestic consumption. The Government is losing large amounts in
 company tax deductions and very few certifiers pay tax as it is claimed to be a
 religious related income.

The controversial certification fee has become a local and global industry upsetting
 both non Muslim consumers and religious Muslims who are upset and angered that
 unprincipled moneymen are profiting from misrepresenting Islamic teachings. It is
 not required by Islamic teachings, nor is it in shariah law, that a fee should be paid to
 ensure food is halal. The fact is that almost everything is already halal. Halal means
 permissible. There are a few harem foods which are meat or by products from swine,
 or anything with intoxicants and blood and blood byproducts. Muslims say they
 already know what foods is harem, if there is a doubt, they can say a simple prayer
 (bismillah) over the food before consumption.

We ask our Government to stop the big con that raises money to spread the ideology
 of Islam. The Islamic ideology is not compatible with the Australian culture.
 Countries that have banned halal where it means ritual slaughter of animals are:
 Luxemburg, Sweden, Norway, Holland and Switzerland. Please Australia, put a ban
 on halal slaughter. Please Australia put a ban on the collection of halal fees being
 charged on ALL products.

Halal slaughter is extremely cruel; we as a nation used to use the non reversible stun
 method of slaughter, now it is very difficult to find an abattoir that utilises that
 particular method. Where is the RSPCA? The beasts are killed whilst they are
 conscious, their throats are slit and it can at times take up to 7 minutes to bleed out
 before they are dead; all the while thrashing about and moaning in extreme pain and
 agony.

Please reconsider this absolute scam that has all Australians, Muslim or otherwise in
 total disarray, Islam is not compatible with our nation, halal is part of the jizya tax
 that has Islam wanting to establish a worldwide caliphate
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From: Charles Schwab 
Sent: Thursday, 2 July 2015 8:26 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: My objection to paid food certifications on a religious basis

To:
The Senate Standing Committee on Economics
Senate Inquiry into food certification schemes

Dear committee members,

I write to ask you to doing all you can to halt the Halal certification of foods that is happening in
 Australia.

The payment of money by food producers to gain Halal certification must be brought to an end.
It adds to the cost for the consumer to purchase such products.
And it make no sense that any religious organisation should collect a fee so that products can be
 stamped with its imprimatur.

If religious organisations require their followers to eat certified foods, then let those
 organisations pay for any such certification.
But let us no longer put up with costs imposts on all Australians because any religion in Australia
 is placing pressure on food producers to pay fees to gain that religion’s approval.

In addition, Australian producers should be dissuaded from seeking religious certification being
 stamped on their products which are made for sale overseas.
No religion should be allowed to charge money to certify food as suitable for sale in other parts
 of the world.

Thank you for considering my submission.

Charles Schwab

M: 
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From: Tony Lucas 
Sent: Thursday, 2 July 2015 9:14 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATION SCHEME INQUIRY.TO THE COMMITTEE SECRETARY.docx

To the Senate Inquiry: 
Third party certification of food.
Dear Sir / Madam
I am writing this submission to voice my opposition, primarily against Halal Certification,
 which has been allowed unfettered access to force it's religious practices on our
 manufacturing and food producers and supply chains.  My opposition is in the main due to
 the removal of a consumers right to informed choice when it comes to the buying of
 products and food items, this right to informed choice is taken away when items
 (supposedly) prepared in accordance with islamic practices are not clearly labelled as
 Halal Certified, the ironic thing is how do those of the muslim community know what is
 Halal as well without clear labeling.
Following on from this concern of clear labeling is my further concern of Halal
 Certification funds being send abroad to countries such as Syria with no oversight as to
 where those funds end up, and as was again evident by their own admission the Western
 Australian Islamic Council set up a sham charity to divert halal funds to Syria, where that
 money goes once it reaches these countries is anyone's guess, it is not beyond the realms
 of possibility for those funds to find their way into the hands of Islamic extremists and
 terrorists such as isis, al shabaad or boko haraam, proper oversights must be put into place
 to negate this from happening, as it has already happened by the admission of this Islamic
 council itself.
I feel the rights of the majority in Australia have been pushed to one side to allow for islam

 to enforce it's religiosity on all and sundry, regardless of the opinions of those consumers
 in regards to contributing to islam by purchasing halal products whether knowingly or
 unknowingly due to a lack of clear labeling, my concerns are not for Kosher foods or
 Organic foods, it is solely targeted at Halal Certified foods and products, it would seem
 very clear to me that the vastness of the items that halal certifiers would have fall under
 their umbrella, that this is nothing more than an attempt to profit from the Australian
 consumer and has nothing to do with their religious observances at all, and as such should
 be approached with a great deal of skepticism, whole industries such as beef and chicken
 processing plants are totally Halal Certified now, and considering muslims make up about
 2% of the population, this would seem a very disproportionate thing to happen.

I hope that serious consideration is given to this very important issue, the rights of the

 consumer to be able to make an informed decision on where they spend their consumer
 dollar should take precedent over this mostly hidden islamic tax, that at the end of the day
 all producers will be passing on to the consumer or user, and that can be anything but
 right.

Thanks for taking the time to read my submission.

Regards

Tony Lucas
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From: Kaye Russell  
Sent: Thursday, 2 July 2015 9:27 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal certification

My concern is why are products that obviously don't have animal products in the halal certified. For instance
 Prochef canola cooking spray, Mitani Vegetarian Chicken salt, Cardia Bioplastics (yes a plastics company),
 Safe Soda which is used for soda blasting. This is just the tip of the iceberg. To pay to have these products
 certified can only be called a con.
My other concern is the barbaric way that they slaughter the animals. They have no concern for the pain or
 suffering that the animals go through and if I was to kill an animal this way it would be classified as animal
 cruelty and I would be charged, fined and possibly gaoled. I don't think just because it is for 'religious purposes'
 is an acceptable reason.  I understand that the RSPCA has set conditions that the animals must be under some
 sort of anaesthetic but how is this regulated or enforced. If this practice is to continue the Australian
 Government needs to ensure that their 'rituals' are supervised by independent parties.
It's not about their race or religion it's about their believes and practices being within our laws and way of life.

Thank you

Kaye Russell

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Kerrie-Ann  
Sent: Thursday, 2 July 2015 9:33 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATION INQUIRY SUBMISSION

Dear Sir/ Madam,

Re:  Third Party Certification Scheme Inquiry

My submission is in regards to HALAL CERTIFICATION and I respectfully request you read,
 consider and reply. The comments below are my opinions.

Islamic HALAL slaughter is where the poor animal is brutally slaughtered with a reversible or
 no stunning. In many instances it is conscious and allowed to suffer for several minutes until it
 finally dies. We are a nation of animal lovers, yet this barbaric slaughter is allowed, in fact,
 seems to be being encouraged!! What on earth is going on? Where is the RSPCA in this?
 Recently there was (rightfully) an uproar when it was found that animals were tortured and
 used as live bait in greyhound racing.....so how can we allow the barbaric slaughter in the
 name of religion? How can it be bad for one group to cruelly kill animals yet another, in the
 name of religion, be ok? In Australia we now have abattoirs that have exemptions to our
 animal rights laws and do this slaughter.  I have not been able to find out what the volume of
 animal slaughter is or how many abattoirs have this exemption.  I oppose this totally and feel
 the exemption clause should be removed and Australia should have better animal welfare
 rights, especially considering we have the ability to reduce the suffering of the animal. I
 believe we are obligated to reduce their suffering.

Export / Domestic HALAL slaughter, this is where most abattoirs are certified and pay for
 certification as well as employ only muslim slaughter men, these abattoirs use reversible
 stun.   This supplies both the domestic market and the international market.   The majority of
 this market is not Muslims and in fact our largest importer of meat is the USA. I oppose this
 and feel reversible stun is cruel  as per the findings in the meat and livestock report
 on www.mla.com.au

The money the abattoirs pay for certification is quite significant, some reports have it at
 $27,000 per abattoir, per month. Then they demand even the trucks are halal certified... these
 costs must be borne by someone and I feel this is me, the consumer. Then add to this the
 fact that they only employ muslims therefore discriminating against others- if I were to place
 an ad stating no muslims can apply I would be in a lot of trouble and rightly so.
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I recently went to buy a hamburger and asked for bacon. They informed me they were halal
 certified and no longer offered bacon. In this to become the norm in Australia? Is pork to be
 outlawed by a minority in the name of their religion? Seventh Day Adventists also dont eat
 pork but I have never seen anything like these demands come from them. Halal certification
 seems to be everywhere and overwhelming all others.

As a consumer of Australian produce, why should I have to pay more for my food to financially
 support an ideology that I dont believe in, have no part of and will never accept. My lack of
 religious support is not limited to Islam, but Islam seems to be the only religion making
 certification demands.  Now I find that many non food items are also halal certified. How on
 earth does plastic need to be halal? Or tampons? I have read the Facebook page of one of
 the certifiers, Mr M. Elmoulelhy and he openly states he is laughing all the way to the
 bank...with such a small number of muslims in this country in order to make the amount of
 money it would take to "laugh all the way to the bank" I feel that halal certification has gone
 way beyond the claimed need to clearly show muslims what they can or cant eat. It must be
 coming from the average Australian and this, in my opinion, is extortion.

As an Australian I feel betrayed that the government has sanctioned the loss of Australian
 slaughter mens jobs. I feel betrayed the government has backed down on animal welfare
 rights and I feel a minority is having an adverse effect on the Australian multicultural mindset
 and way of life.  

HALAL needs to be removed from products in Australia and Australia return to all religious
 groups being equal, instead of being dominated by one.

Regards

Kerrie-Ann Nicholls
2 July 2015
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From: Tek Chong  
Sent: Thursday, 2 July 2015 10:55 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: halal certification

Dear Friends, I write to protest about the many companies that are paying fees to have halal
 certification. Because they pay these fees all consumers are made to pay higher prices.  I want
 correct labelling on products by companies that pay certification fees so I can avoid buying
 them.  I will buy from companies that do not have the extra fees added because of certification. 
 If Muslims want halal, let them pay for them.  Why should the rest of us also pay for something
 we do not want.
Thank you for your kind attention. 
Yours sincerely,
Mrs Goldie Chong
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From: Dylan Boyd-Tomlinson  
Sent: Friday, 3 July 2015 12:38 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third party certification of food

Dear Sirs, 

I would like to add my submission to the inquiry re 3rd party certification of foods
 specifically Halal and Kosher.

I oppose Halal/Kosher certification of foods for many reasons:

 Most important to me are the animal welfare concerns. 

Until recently I, like most Australians, assumed that this country had laws ensuring a
 high standard of ethical animal treatment. 
The significant proportion of our citizens outraged by overseas treatment of Australian
 live exports would be understandably horrified to see video footage of Halal/Kosher
 slaughter in our own abattoirs. Animals have reversible stun (where they may wake up
 during butchering process) or have no stun at all.
The ritual dissecting of animals (no only is throat cut but chest is sliced open and organs
 sliced away from blood vessels) while still alive and aware so that the poor animal may
 hear the prayer being said over it is a barbaric practice that belongs back in the Dark
 Ages, not in Aussie abattoirs.
Muslim and Jewish faiths may say a prayer over their meal at the dinner table to
 "cleanse" the food, making animal torture for certification purposes unnecessary. These
 faiths have survived for centuries without certification, so why is it now needed?  
Helpless animals are no longer protected from torture by our laws. Please reinstate our
 laws and insist on full irreversible stun in all slaughters to reduce animal suffering.

 Lawfulness of collecting religious certification fees.

As Halal is a term used under Sharia Law to denote permissible food. Sharia law is not
 part of the Australian Law system, so how can a fee collected as part of this law be
 legal?

        Freedom of Religion.

It is the constitutional right of all Australians not to have the beliefs of another religion
 forced upon them. Halal and Kosher certification fees on general food items and meat
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 are forcing me to support and financially aid Islamic and Jewish religions when I do not
 agree with their ideologies.
I understand these certification companies are registered as tax free religious charities,
 and therefore profits benefit only Islamic/Jewish religions, but the fees are paid by all
 Australians regardless of faith.
I want to agree with the values and goals of a charity before I give them money.
Most of the products certified are naturally permissible in these faiths, so why are they
 being certified. My only conclusion is fundraising for these religions at the expense of
 other religions.

 Freedom of Choice.

The extent of products on the supermarket shelves that are Halal/Kosher certified,
 makes freedom of choice a near impossibility. How can I boycott the products of one
 certified company when all the alternatives are also certified.
Many companies that pay Halal/Kosher fees and pass these fees on to their customers
 will not clearly and prominently label their product saying that monies have been
 collected to support these religions. They also don't bother telling consumers when they
 change their ingredients or processes to conform with Islamic/Jewish religions.
Grocery shopping is now a prolonged ordeal, having to carefully read packaging of
 every item, even when that packaging may not tell the full truth.

 Pricing of food.

Food is a large part of household costs and unnecessary fees added to the cost of most
 foods is a burden most families don't need in these financially tough times.
The food bought (indeed it has now spread to plastic manufacturing, cutlery, cosmetics,
 pet food and even bottled water) is costing more in all Australian homes due to
 Halal/Kosher fees and benefits only a small minority of the population.

 Transparency of the use of Halal/Kosher certification fees.

Who is auditing these religious fees collection agencies? Do we know who the end
 beneficiaries are? Is there any chance these fees charged to all Australians could be
 used to promote unlawful or terrorist activities against the very people paying this
 money?

 Quality of meat ritually slaughtered according to Halal/Kosher beliefs.

From studies I have read meat sourced from a non reversible stunned animal is better
 for the consumer.
Animals that don't receive non reversible stun die slowly while they are being butchered.
 The animal feels unimaginable pain, fear and stress. Their bodies flood with stress
 hormones that are pumped to the muscles. They also have seizures due to the pain
 and thrash about in their own urine and faeces, creating airborne germs which,
 because they are still alive they inhale.
Halal/Kosher slaughter methods are inhumane but also unclean and not good for the
 health of the consumer.



 Unfair employment issues.

Equal opportunity laws are being broken by abattoirs, transport companies and food
 outlets when they advertise for Muslim workers only.
Non Islamic Australians are losing their jobs (see Bilolela, Qld abattoir where Muslims
 replaced 400+ jobs) in the name of one minority religion, and this is obviously being
 condoned.

 Australian companies choosing to pay Halal/Kosher fees.

Companies pay these large certification fees and then do not display the fact that they
 are certified permissible. So how do Muslims/Jewish people know that these foods are
 Halal/Kosher? Companies paying these fees, often on naturally permitted (therefore
 certification is not needed) or not permitted products (example: Mitani Pork Crackling
 salt is Halal certified? Pork is not allowed to be consumed ever in these religions so
 how can it be certified as Halal?)
Are these companies being promised inflated new markets? Are they coerced or
 harassed into signing non disclosure contracts with these collection agencies? Is
 protectionism a factor? I am at a loss to understand why Australian companies are
 becoming Halal/Kosher certified when they know they will lose some of their current
 customer base. These numbers are increasing as the general public becomes more
 aware of the meaning of these fees.  

The above concerns make me believe Halal/Kosher certification fees are unlawful,
 unfair, inhumane, costly to consumers and un-Australian.

Ideally I would like the outcome of this inquiry to lead to a ban of all Halal/Kosher
 certification fees, a resumption of the non reversible stun in all our abattoirs, stopping
 live exports of animals and a refund of all monies collected by these rorts, to then be
 spent for the benefit of all Australians.

At the least I hope this inquiry will lead to clear labelling laws, allowing consumers some
 freedom of choice. I would hope there would be introduction of tighter controls over
 animal suffering in abattoirs with independent bodies to oversee. Perhaps
 encouragement of a Non reversible stun abattoir, so people such as myself can source
 a chop where the animal was not tortured first.

Thank you very much for the opportunity to express my opinions in this forum. I know
 my submission is quite long, but I wanted to give you an idea of all the concerns these
 certification fees have created in just one Aussie household.

Regards,

Dylan Boyd-Tomlinson 
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From: Gosia Walus 
Sent: Friday, 3 July 2015 1:01 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third party certification scheme enquiry

Dear sir,
I would like to voice my concern at the rise of halal certification in Australia, this  religious tax practice has
 somehow imposed itself  on Australian soil , its business community and its citizens, under the noses of our
 political leaders who have blindly let it spread its tentacles.
This religious tax must be stopped, it has no place in Australia.

Yours sincerely
Mrs Margaret Walus
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From: Les Catterwell 
Sent: Friday, 3 July 2015 12:30 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Fwd: The senate - halal certification submition ; Extent ... A

Sent from my iPad

Begin forwarded message:

From: Les Catterwell 
Date: July 3, 2015 
Subject: The senate - halal certification submition ; Extent ... A

The senate standing committee  halal certification submition ;
A/ the extent of halal certification;-
I am extremely concerned with the extent of the instance of halal certification
 of everyday food items as well as products & services.
I am equally concerned about the manner in which the halal certification
 system has been implemented, and would claim that the majority of australian
 consumers do not know about it. I am confident that this inquiry will bring
 the extent & process of halal certification to the attention of our domestic
 consumers, and, like myself , they will then become aware of how their
 choice to purchase non halal food & products has been severely reduced.
I , and many other australian consumers greatly value our freedom of choice,
 and would consider that the extent of halal certification for domestic
 consumption, which I estimate at significant, or in excess of 65% by volume
 of food line items,has been achieved by stealth - without the consent of most
 of the community.
When I became aware of the extent of the proliferation of halal certified food
 & products late in 2014 in several of the supermarkets in which I shop, I
 immediately sought to purchase non halal alternatives. In many cases and in
 several supermarkets I was unable to find non halal product or goods. Broadly
 speaking staff at most supermarkets were unable to assist me to find non halal
 food or products because the did not have any. These halal certified foods
 included milk, water, baby food & baby food formula, chocolate & Vegemite
 . There were many others that did not have a non halal option or alternative.

As I understand it, food and product suppliers pay a certification fee in order
 to class their product halal. Akin to a pyramid style of selling technique, this
 has, in my opinion, resulted in a direct reduction of non halal alternatives &
 options.
This, therefore has affected the extent of certified products & food available to
 domestic consumers. The result of this proliferation severely reduces the non
 halal choices of domestic consumers.
Another outcome involves the cost burden of halal certification upon the
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 products so certified. The domestic consumers who would choose not to buy
 the halal alternative suffer the burden of these higher costs.

Labelling of food
-,cert schemes

- need for more readily identifiable labels when Halal cert

Insufficient now for informed  decision -
Egs
-
-

Fees for halal cert are 
. Sig
. Akin to product-distribution exp t f must increase cost to consumer

Exports & cert schemes re profit returns ......
Correct sep of cost to export v domestic 

Extent
Adequacy on info to
Public about
- certifiers 
   & their processes 
Fees fin records
Xxx disclosure xxx
Must incl detail gift recipient , approved donee & destination of local &
 overseas tax free funds 

Senate standing committee economics
P o box 6100
Parl house
Canberra act 2600

Economics.sen@aph.gov.au

From
Sent date
To 
Subject
Third part cert of food
And products

Sent from my iPad
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From: Les Catterwell  
Sent: Friday, 3 July 2015 12:36 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Fwd: B/ .. Labelling of food & products

Sent from my iPad

From: Les Catterwell 
Date: July 3, 2015 

Subject: B/  ..submition Senate Inquiry Labelling of food & products

B/  .. Labelling of food & products re certification fees - Halal

I wish to detail my concerns about the labelling ( or non existence of same), in
 regards to halal certified food, products and services for domestic
 consumption in australia.

My experiences with product labelling issues commenced in August 2014
 when I attempted to identify non halal food, goods & services to make
 purchases. 
I chose to purchase items that were non halal certified.

The food items at my local supermarkets (a Coles & Woolworths), in
 Adelaide that failed to identify the items in terms of their halal certification
 were ;

Milk & Dairy products, flavored milk, yogurt cream & cheese.
Baby food & baby food formula
Water, simply bottled water
Chocolate products
Domestic cleaning products
Toilet paper & paper rolls
Sanitory products
Plastic bags
Toiletries deodorants & toothpaste

Several products had no outside labelling to identify as halal ; they were -

Butter, margarine & cheese spreads
Salad cream, vinegar & food additives such as yeast
Breakfast cereals
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Other products such as Vegemite, Cadbury chocolate & some breakfast
 cereals had various & differing halal symbols on the product.

Throughout my visits to supermarkets over an extended period of 6 months,
 staff when requested to assist in the identification of halal- non halal product
 labels, were, in the majority of cases, unable to find a clear & concise
 identifying label.
Conclusion;
No consistent labelling system exists to identify food in supermarkets to lead
 to an informed choice.

Sent from my iPad



From: Les Catterwell  
Sent: Friday, 3 July 2015 7:03 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Fwd: Submission inquiry - third party certification E

Sent from my iPad

Begin forwarded message:

From: Les Catterwell 
Date: July 3, 2015 
To: 
Subject: Submission inquiry - third party certification E

Submission inquiry - third party certification of food and products-
Terms of reference - E
certification scheme fees & their effect on prices that domestic consumers pay

Firstly, the fees that food & product providers pay to provide halal certified
 products.
Based upon research of the printed & electronic media, the value of the
 certification fees paid are often significant. As a primary example, an
 australian resident abattoir is reported to pay a monthly certification fee in
 excess of $25,000. Another example is that involving a kebab shop at $5000
 per annum. There is sufficient evidence to support the claim that substantial
 fees are being paid to certifiers.
The amounts, like any other business input expense, or overhead, must be
 recovered in the selling price. The selling price paid by the consumers thus
 includes a certification fee component.
Another problem exists when researching certification fees. There appears
 there is no set fee method used to calculate a fee, nor does there appear to be
 a consistency in what similar business's pay for certification. The provision of
 a certificate of compliance varies from one certifier to another. The
 certificates often fail to contain what processes have been used to arrive at or
 verify the certification. This results in a lack of information about what
 certifiers actually do to receive an outcome (certification). 
Several food & milk processors have reported the unscrupulous conduct of
 certifiers in regards to such practices.
Many other australian domestic business's claim that certifiers inflate the
 likelihood of sales volume increases. Evidence exists to support that certifiers
 have used these stand over measures to coerce producers into having halal
 certification on their goods or food.

What is evident is that some processors of products or food that is, in itself
 halal ( without requiring certifying to make it so ), are duped into paying a
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 certification fee. 
Some of many examples of this are milk and water .

Some certifiers are not compelled by any australian law to disclose the gross
 revenue that they receive from providing certification services. 
We are to presume the fees are often significant. However, due to the nature of
 gift recipients and methods of business structure in use combined with the
 channelling of profits or proceeds to local not for profit, as well as over seas
 charitable organizations, we cannot ascertain the degree of the significance.

The other issue that creates a multiplier effect of fees, thus increasing total
 costs and eventual cost price to the consumer, is the application of a
 certification fee to a number of the processes leading up to the final
 production of a particular item.
Imagine, as an example, that product XyZ requires the following processes,
 say by different business entities ;-
Raw material A - plus
Raw material B
Process - mix materials with liquid-L
Freight to plant no 2
Addition of final ingredients F
Freight to packaging for sale 

The application of halal certification fees to each of the aforementioned 6
 processes creates a significant multiplyer effect , accumulating the 6 sets of
 halal certifying costs.

Should, as an example, the business performing process A or L want to choose
 to refuse to obtain halal certification, the chain or pyramid would be broken. 
This may lead to the non certification of the entire product at the end of all
 processes.
A business within the chain of processing events could be the subject of stand
 over, coercion or other illegal methods to remain halal certified.
Examples of this, including the perceived need to obtain certification (even
 when the item does not need it when naturally halal), are evident.
The additional cost to the consumer can therefore be subject to the multiple
 application of halal certification fees. These may each be significant, the
 result on the domestic consumer price paid can be very significant and in
 some cases unnecessary.

Sent from my iPad



From: Les Catterwell  
Sent: Monday, 6 July 2015 11:08 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Fwd: The senate halal certification inquiry-

Sent from my iPad

Begin forwarded message:

From: Les Catterwell  
Date: July 6, 2015 at 10:25:49 PM GMT+9:30 
To: 
Subject: The senate halal certification inquiry-

The senate halal certification inquiry-

Item - F/
The importance of food certification schemes re export market access, &
Associated effects to Returns to producers

As a nation, Australians export market performance is vital and extremely
 important in regards to our balance of trade.

We must be extremely cautious about the choice provided to our domestic
 market.
I believe that all export market goods, food & products, should be viewed in
 isolation.
Correspondingly, the choice, range and availability of which goods, food &
 services that are provided for domestic consumption should be determined by
 australian consumers. I say that an australian consumers choice should never
 be dictated by a product that is produced for export, whether halal or non
 halal certified. In short, decisions involving the choice of which products &
 goods to export, should never be placed ahead of  the choice of Domestic
 consumers.
They are mutually exclusive to me.

Where the choice factor does align, and a producers output has a high ratio of
 that of a combined domestic choice with an export appeal , we have economy
 of scale.

May I repeat here that the choice of a domestic consumer should never be
 reduced by the producers willingness to make a product for export that the
 australian consumer refuses to choose.
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There may be a number of reasons why australians choose a certain product ,
 good or service.
Many have core religious beliefs as I have, many have their own rules in
 regards to meat production and the stunning of animals. Animal cruelty issues
 are a significant issue in the export of meat ( live and prepared in Australia
 for export)
There are many deep seated views about freedom of choice in our society. The
 protection of consumer freedoms is also contained in our constitution.

I think that, from a commercial viewpoint, a Domestic consumer should never
 bear the burden or additional costs associated with a product that is produced
 for an exclusive export market.

What is currently happening in a wide  and national scale of shops and
 supermarkets is that a significant number of halal certified exclusive product
 are offered without any real choice or alternatives. 
I think this is because of two market forces. Firstly producers who may have
 fallen for the halal certification trap, and have opted to produce only halal
 certified versions of their product. This producer will flood the domestic
 market with their product, disregarding consumer choice, opinion or request.
 Cadbury are a good example of this phenomenon. They have recently
 experienced lower demand resulting in australian job loss and lower
 economic performance.
Australian consumers are not choosing their product because they are making
 a conscious decision not to buy halal certified products.
Most domestic supermarkets have only a few non halal certified chocolate
 products on their shelves. However, sales of non halal certified products, such
 has Lindt chocolate, have experienced significant volume increases.

The second market force at work is that poor product labelling is creating a
 massive problem for consumers. The consumer does not have the information
 to make the most important decision to them !- halal or non halal - a label to
 provide this information is urgently required.
The availability of halal food should be reduced massively to equal that of
 kosher food from specialty sales outlets - not mainstream super markets. Our
 normal food supply for domestic australians must be non halal. Why has this
 changed ?
A majority of Australian consumers require halal food to be removed from
 mainstream supermarkets and shops without delay.

In regards to the Returns to producers ;-
The return that a producer must generate is a key factor in determining the
 export market development potential of a food good or Service.
Once again, as with the above argument on the costs of a product, domestic
 consumers should not be expected to contribute in any way to the return of an
 export producer. 
Should economy of scale exist and the choice of the domestic consumer is
 satisfied, that economic gain will appear as increased returns to the producer.

What has happened in Australia over the last 5-10 years is what I like to call
 putting the cart before the horse. Many Australian Producers have put Halal
 certification before the choice that Australian consumers once had.
It must be asked why both a producer and a seller would conduct their
 business that way ?



I maintain that aussie producers have been enticed, rightly or wrongly ,to take
 what may be a soundly produced & domestically distributed food or service,
 to the international market place. This has been achieved by, (& what has
 been self described within), the halal certification business model.
The certification business model operates by placing often unrealistic or un-
obtainable volume predictions, usually to export markets, to local australian
 businesses. 
Under the guise of this scheme that purports the theory that to certify is to
 prosper by way of the acceptance and correctness of the halal chain of
 certified business or network.
Halal is deemed as being better than non halal or haram. 
For a majority of Australian producers who have tried the halal promise, the
 outcomes have proven to be purely a halal 'dream scheme'.
It is widely held to be a Rort or scam on a worldwide scale.
Usually the outcomes are -
Promised sales volume (predominantly actual export ) or output far less than
 those proposed (by the certification industry)

Results in an increase in costs re those associated to the export market
 development & other direct costs of exporting. 
The disproportionate recovery of total costs recovered upon and by the
 domestic product. This usually results in an increase in the selling price,( to
 maintain margins ),to domestic consumers and loss of market choice and
 reduction of viable alternatives.
The rate of business failures and downturn has become an ever increasing
 statistic as the halal model moves throughout the western world, exasperating
 the overall rate of return for an increasing number of producers.

My claim that halal cert is a Rort or sham lies in the fact that certifiers have
 'significant ' fees to reap from producers. Many producers have trusted the
 word of a 3rd party certifier in regards to entirely new export markets and
 volumes.
There are many producers paying halal certification fees for food or produce
 that is, in itself, halal. Items such as milk, sugar, water and salt are examples
 of this. This is a sham.
Instead of the due diligence required to achieve such diverse business
 developments, many have succumbed to the certifiers claims. The fact that
 the certifiers generate a demand in this way for their own fees, and often
 provide certification with no clear identification of the process that they carry
 out.

In my opinion, Australia has sufficient resources in place to identify legitimate
 cases for real access to export markets.
The regulations should be bolstered to prevent the dubious business practices
 involving the halal certification industry.

The importance of fostering legitimate export market developments is
 obvious.
Our export future is so very important that we don't want to place any obstacle
 's barriers or prejudices in its way. 
As I understand the situation, a number of australian halal certification
 businesses are not recognized by the leading halal certifiers in Malaysia.
Our export market aspirations deserve more than the 'market led, provocative
 and manipulative ' group of individuals that have self-emerged, unchecked on



 the australian business landscape.

With significant non halal markets in our region (China & Japan), we may, in
 fact, be over playing the halal market demand. 

Sent from my iPad



From: Les Catterwell  
Sent: Wednesday, 22 July 2015 3:58 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)

Sent from my iPad

Begin forwarded message:

From: Les Catterwell  
Date: July 22, 2015 at 3:21
Subject: Submition no 438....Les Catterwell attachment 4

Submition no 438....Les Catterwell
Attachment number 4 -
The senate inquiry into halal certification schemes
Item G
The extent and adequacy of information available to the public about halal
 certifiers; including , but not limited to, the certification processes, fees for
 certification, the financial records of the certifiers, any related matters ;

There is very little information about halal in general terms, and even less
 about halal certification available in australia today.
Halal, in a general sense, is a misunderstood term by the vast majority of
 australian domestic consumers. Some say it involves the slaughter of meat,
 however the term now has much wider Application in Australia than ever
 before.
Given this premise, very much less information is available to the general
 public about what halal certification actually is.
And
What halal certifiers actually do.

A large majority of australian domestic consumers do not understand the
 religious significance of halal, and therefore, have even less understanding of
 what a certifier does and why they do it.
This has caused many domestic consumers, when they discover that a halal
 certification process exists, that they are in fact purchasing goods that are
 certified, cause for alarm. 
The lack of information has resulted in an increasing belief that the entire
 halal certification system has been installed in a deceitful and underhanded
 manner. 
As australian consumers have found out, ( often by their own inquiry and a
 limited way), that a wide range of there staple foods, products or services are
 halal certified. 
The australian consumer is increasingly becoming angered about this issue.
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This anger is justified in my opinion, and is not such a direct consequence of
 the lack of information, but the manner in which halal certification has been
 permitted to be applied for domestic consumption.
In summary the general domestic population, non Muslim,has never been
 consulted, informed or advised about halal certifiers and the extent of halal on
 their everyday purchases.
If they had, this would have come to light much earlier.
Is is generally accepted that approximately 98% of Australia's population is
 non Muslim.
Further, not only is halal information completely in-adequate, it would be, in
 fact, even less were it not for the modern day communications by electronic
 means.
Recent examples whereby producers of their product have agreed to certify as
 halal, but then have not adequately labelled their product so to avoid
 consumer back-lash is evident.
Some producers even state their product is not halal, when questioned about it,
 by phone and in writing. Yet it clearly is and the certification process is
 evidenced by the certificate.
Most meat distributed by Coles and Woolworths domestically is halal. 
The majority of this meat is not labelled as such on the shelves.
And we also have the instance whereby goods are certified, when they are
 naturally halal in the first instance. There is evidence that producers are
 forced to sign non disclosure agreements about the certification process and
 fees. 
Some halal certifiers have even gone into print to gloat to concerned
 consumers, making claims of their large and increasing levels of certification
 income, insisting this process will continue on indefinitely- no matter what
 australian consumers think or say.
These issues have caused gross distrust amongst a growing number of
 consumers. They know the forceful application of what is a religious belief on
 them is wrong.
It is obvious to me that my right, as a consumer to have non religious foods &
 products has been diminished significantly under the halal schemes that have
 flourished without controls. There are greater than 20 halal certifiers in this
 country.

I am totally disappointed in my lack of choice to buy non halal at all of the
 supermarkets in Adelaide.
I also wish to question the secrecy of halal itself and the certifiers behavior.
I say the systems that dictate that the predominant food on our shelves is halal
 amount to one of coercion, installed by stealth.
The processes that a halal certifier uses are not known to the consumer.
I doubt that the producer really understands what the process is either.
The halal process has no value add for the consumer, however, they are
 paying for it against their wishes.
The certification fees paid are also often subject to a non disclosure agreement
 with halal certifiers - this just adds to the secrecy.

The financial records of all certifying bodies require more transparency.
My gravest fear is that the fees that are unwillingly paid by australian
 domestic consumers, on halal product, often unlabeled as such, will find their
 way to terrorist organizations here or overseas.
An uneasy level of distrust exists now whereby halal certifiers freely admit to
 using certification fee income, only on Muslim infrastructure, charities and



 Islamic religious pursuits.
I have read examples of the annual reports of certifying business's that contain
 these details.

Given two important factors -

1- the very poor record of Australian halal certifiers to provide transparent &
 adequate financial records in the past. This is particularly in regards to the
 accurate identification of the ultimate beneficiary of the fees -

And 

2 - the conclusive proof regarding international halal certifying bodies are
 channelling fees to terrorist organizations elsewhere in the world.
Suggests that a massive change is necessary in the degree of disclosure by any
 certifier of any food & product in australia.
Strengthening the governmental controls in this area is essential, combined
 with making the outcomes of any investigations more public.
It's important to note that evidence could not 'currently' be produced to link an
 australian based certifier with international terrorism organizations.
No real investigations in this country have taken place.

I think it is only a matter of time before a thorough investigation reveals to us
 that an australian based certifiers fees have ended up in the hands of terrorist
 organizations.
I would advocate that no private company be permitted to be in the business of
 any certification process in Australia, thus including halal certifiers.
Not for profit entities involved or linked in any way must provide the source
 of the donations.
Gift recipient rules may also need to be tightened to stop this threat.
The disclosure of the ultimate destination of all certification proceeds & funds
 via a reliable and trusted government body would then be possible.

Thank you for including the information that I have provided & I look forward
 to the outcome-

Sent from my iPad
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From: sab
Sent: Friday, 3 July 2015 3:03 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third Party Certification Inquiry Submission

TO THE COMMITTEE SECRETARIAT,
Senate Standing Committees on Economics
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600
economics.sen@aph.gov.au

Name:  
Address: 
 mobile:    

TO THE SENATE ENQUIRY

Regarding Third Party Certification Inquiry:

Regarding the matter of HALAL certified food please find my submission to this inquiry
 regarding the third party certification of foods.  I am completely against third party
 certification with my main concern specifically being HALAL certification.  I request
 more transparency from third party certifiers in the HALAL industry, and also additional
 changes to the current legislation on these issues. My concerns relate to the whole
 HALAL industry from the slaughter to the sales as well as the third party certification
 scheme.

A CALL FOR TRANSPARENCY The HALAL Certified foods, services, consumable and
 non-consumable product global market has advanced from what was a religious
 requirement of Islam to a global organisation worth trillions of dollars annually. 
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Products that were not required to certify are now mandated to certification for the
 individual company’s introduction and expansion into this global market. The HALAL
 global market is less than 3% to HALAL consumers overseas? the majority of HALAL
 food is forced upon non - moslem Australian citizens by stealth with no separation of
 HALAL & NON HALAL products in most supermarkets & shops.There is no clear
 labelling of products as well as sometimes no labelling at all for NON HALAL
 consumers. Labelling NEEDS to be clear on the front of the product and HALAL & NON
 HALAL goods separated so that NON HALAL consumers can make an informed choice.
On the internet there is a certain HALAL certifier publicly degrading Australian citizens
 while goading a quote "Water is done, petrol is done, what next...me think electricity"
  This clearly shows that HALAL certification to this well known certifier is nothing more
 than a money making scam hidden beneath a cloak of religion forced upon our
 community. 

HALAL is no longer centralised over the ritual blessing of consumable products but now a
 three stage certification stemming from production, transportation and marketing. This is
 discrimination on non - moslem Australian job seekers stemming from the slaughtering
 process right up  to the transportation process  of the HALAL industry food chain. The
 HALAL industry is creating a domino effect of problems for NON HALAL consumers
 and job seekers of Australia in the chain of certified HALAL rules & events.
One conjecture point within Australia is the growth of Islamic control within our local
 economic market and the global market as a whole. This growth extends away from the
 religious preparation of consumables with its origins of the slaughtering and preparations
 of consumable meat to its contemporary empire of wealth. 
While HALAL certification of Australia continues to bath in its wealth in the name of
 religion it continues to be shrouded in secrecy and is protected from disclosure.
The non-transparency of HALAL certification, corporate complexity, profits and
 distribution of religious tax can no longer be sanctioned solely under its very
 organisations, religious clerics and the Australian Federation of Islamic Council. 
The Australian Government needs to ensure transparency of all organisations and
 Institutions within Australia regardless of religious and economic standings. 
As an Australian I am asking for an inquiry into HALAL certification and its governing
 bodies. The fundamentals of such an inquiry will ensure transparency from the
 certification process, fees, and memberships to the distribution of the so called" religious
 tax" with the aim of ongoing transparency.
Current schemes do not provide enough information for consumers to make informed
 purchasing decisions. Most of the major brands in Australia are
 paying HALAL certification fees and yet do not clearly mark it on the labels such
 as Sanitarium, Kellogg's, Nestle and most of the bread and dairy products. Sometimes it is
 even difficult to get the information from their websites. It has become a rollercoaster of
 chasing information on where to purchase if possible NON HALAL certified products as
 well as now being more time consuming with further travel expense to source these
 products for a NON HALAL Australian citizen this in turn leads to a disadvantage of
 practically no choice for NON HALAL consumers with disabilities who are unable to
 travel further to source their needs.

FROM SLAUGHTER TO SALE & ANIMAL WELFARE In reference to the ritual
 HALAL slaughter of animals in Australia being reversible stunning or no stunning at all I
 oppose this method  for the following reasons:
The sanitary aspect (written by a veterinarian), that in HALAL slaughter, the animal is
 turned towards Mecca, bled without being stunned, a very large incision from the throat to
 the vertebrae sectioning all organs from the jugular and the carotid but also the trachea
 and the oesophagus. This practice brings on anatomo-physiological consequences. These
 are as follows:



1. A regurgitation of the contents of the stomach through the oesophagus which is
 anatomically beside the trachea  2. The animal continues to breath very hard from the
 agony that can last a quarter of an hour where it inhales faecal matter, rich in germs of all
 sorts.  3. This matter that was inhaled all the way to the pulmonary alveoli distributes the
 germs in the blood much more easily because the membrane there is very thin and the
 circulation, let’s remember, is always working during this period of agony and even
 accelerated by the stress at the level of essential organs.  4. Enormous risk of
 contamination in the depth of the meat is consequently there.  5. We observe also from the
 intense stress, two physiological phenomenon which conjugate the fall of all immune
 systems. And the concentration of blood in the essential organs, you can say that the
 animal retains its blood. This is a natural process of survival that brings on also a bleeding
 that is not as good. This is opposing the allegations of people doing this practice. There is
 in fact,  a greater production of toxins.  6. The longer the agony finally brings on violent
 convulsions accompanied by defecation and urine, all of it splashing the whole
 slaughtering area.

I oppose the fact that one specific religion is taking precedence over all other chosen
 religions and I am now finding it increasingly harder to source NON HALAL meat, food,
 & other products with most Supermarket chains, butchers, airlines and other industries
 (transport) bending to what has become a virtual money making and possibly money
 laundering HALAL scheme to extract large amounts of money from both moslem & non-
moslem Australian citizens by stealth.

Regards

Sharon Benedict

Sent from my iPad
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From: Warwick Robertson  
Sent: Friday, 3 July 2015 4:32 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Re: Public submissions regarding Halal certification

From: Warwick Robertson 
Address: 

 

 Dear Senate,
 Australia is founded on the rule of law ( common law) and its subsequent

 maxims.
    The antithesis is Sharia law, and all other forms of extremism that seek to control all
 people by 
    various unlawful forms of force and violence. Perhaps those of the islamic faith can be
 moderate in
    their beliefs and conform to the law of Australia.  Equality of all citizens is important to
 the fabric
    our nation.  However Australians must have the freedom to support or not support any
 group,religion
    or political platform that they find disagreeable.  As it stands Halal certification is an
 indirect religious
    tax being levied on non muslims by various companies, often without any labeling on
 their products.
    Every purchase is helping to fuel a religious/political structure that is against the beliefs
 of many

 Australians, myself included.
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5 July  2015 

Senate Standing Committees on Economics 
PO Box 6100 
Parliament House 
Canberra, ACT 2600 

 economics.sen@aph.gov.au 

Dear Committee Members, 

In relation to points a, b, c, d, e, f & g of the Inquiry's terms of reference, I make comment specifically in regard to 
Halal Certification Schemes. Unlike Organic & Kosher which are easily identified on supermarket shelves, Halal 
certified products are not. 

a. the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not limited to, 
schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and general food safety 
certification schemes; 

Halal certification in Australia is unregulated and runs uncontrolled through our domestic consumer market. 
While Indonesia with 210 million Muslims, 85% of the population, has one government appointed halal certifying 
body.  Australia with 500,000 Muslims, 2.2% of the population, has 33 listed halal certifiers.  
 
According to Islam, everything is ‘halal’ (permitted) unless there is proof that it is ‘haram’ (forbidden). Haram 
relates only to; blood, alcohol, meat or any products from a forbidden animal, including pigs and any carnivorous 
animals or birds or prey or meat or any products of an animal that has not been slaughtered in the correct 
manner in the name of Allah. However, halal certification in Australia works on the exact opposite principle, i.e. 
everything is ‘haram’ unless it is declared by the certifiers to be halal.  Hundreds of products that are naturally 
‘halal’ and perfectly acceptable for consumption by Muslims are now being certified e.g. fresh herbs, water, flour, 
bread, honey, fish, sugar, nuts & grains. All baby formula in Australia is now certified. Unfortunately, the list 
grows daily. In fact, only today I was advised that Mitani, a South Australian company had certified their pork 
crackling salt.  

In addition, non-food products are also now being certified in Australia. Examples are; halal underwear and 
panties, sanitary pads, cosmetics, knives and forks, ink, sex toys, clothing, swimming pool salt, soap, dog food, 
cat food, dishwashing powder and resins.  

Clearly, there is something very wrong with the way the system is currently operating when products that are 
naturally halal are being certified, and non-food products are receiving certification.  

b. current labelling requirements of food certification schemes; 
In the case of halal certification there are no requirements for labelling. 

c. the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees; 
I believe in free trade, and if  Australian businesses want to certify their products when certification is not 
necessary, then that is their prerogative. However, as a consumer, I demand clear labelling so that I can make 
informed decisions on what products I choose to buy.  I do not want to pay for certification fees when it is a 
requirement necessary for only  2% of the population. Food in Australia, especially Western Australia, is 
expensive enough. There are currently hundreds of Australian companies who have chosen to certify their 
products, but not display the logo. Why would  a company pay for certification fees and not display the logo? 
How do their ‘target market’ i.e. the Islamic community know that their products are permissible to eat? 

If the Islamic community requires food certification, then it needs to be ’user pays’. A simple solution is 
mandatory labelling on all packaging, which will allow consumers to make an informed buying decision and clear 
up the current discontent.  In addition, supermarkets need to have Halal/Kosher/GM/Organic sections for ease of 
identification by consumers. 

mailto:economics.sen@aph.gov.au


d. whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make 
informed purchasing decisions;

The current information available to Australian consumers is insufficient and there needs to be the immediate 
introduction of  compulsory labelling of all halal certified foods together with all meat that has been ritually 
slaughtered.  Nearly ALL abattoirs in  Australia have now become slaughterhouses where halal ritual slaughter 
is the norm, i.e. either NO STUNNING, or REVERSIBLE STUNNING is used, rather than traditional stunning 
that renders the animal irreversibly unconscious and permanently insensitive to pain. There are at least 15 
abattoirs who are using the Exemption from Stunning legislation and are slaughtering animals with no stunning 
at all. The rest of the halal slaughterhouses use the reversible stunning method which is completely 
unacceptable given that the animal regains consciousness within 15 seconds, but is unable to move or vocalize 
its pain while it is being bled out. There are currently ~ 100 abattoirs operating in Australia and ~ 80% are paying 
halal certification fees from a few thousand dollars a year upwards, depending on the size of the abattoir and 
throughput.  Are you, or your family and friends aware that the meat being sold in Coles and Woolworths and 
most IGA stores is being ritually slaughtered and not labelled accordingly? I have a moral and justifiable 
objection to cruelty to animals and yet the ritual slaughter carried out in the name of religion is not clearly 
conveyed to me at the supermarket, or any butchers in my local area. Halal slaughter is horrendous and my 
choice to only support and encourage humane procedures is difficult due to lack of ready information.

e. details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and the 
potential for these to impact on prices for consumers;

All consumers should be concerned about any costs being inflicted upon them without justification and the 
certification fees need to be fully transparent by food producers and manufacturers, and the increase on the 
bottom line for their products fully disclosed.

f. the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and returns to 
producers; 

While certification is required for some exports, what is happening in the Australian domestic market has nothing 
to do with the exports.  

For your information, more than 70% of all chicken, slaughtered in Australia is slaughtered according to Sharia 
Law i.e. Islamic principles and rituals, yet only 2% of the consumers are Muslim. Most chicken meat produced in 
Australia is consumed locally, with just under 5 per cent being exported primarily to South Africa, Philippines, 
Hong Kong, Singapore, Papua New Guinea & the South Pacific Islands (DAFF, 2011) The Australian Chicken 
Meat Indusrty: An Indusrty Profile, (AMCF Inc March 2015). These are not even primarily Muslim countries. This 
means that nearly all chicken meat produced in Australia is eaten in Australia.

Baiada/Steggles and Ingham have more than 70% of the market share and all of their chickens are certified. 
Other companies like Red Lea also pay certification fees. How is it that Baiada/Steggles and Ingham are paying 
certification fees when only 2% of the population is Muslim and just under 5% of chicken meat is exported? 

g. the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including, but not 
limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any related matters.” 

Halal certification is now ~ a 2.5 trillion dollar industry worldwide. The Australian Government needs to ensure  
transparency of all organisations and institutions in Australia regardless of their religious or economic standings. 
The non-transparency of halal certification, its corporate complexity, profits and distribution of its fees can no 
longer continue to be sanctioned solely by the religious clerics and the Australian Federation of the Islamic 
Council. Nor can it continue to be shrouded in secrecy and protected from disclosure. There is now ample 
evidence in the public arena both in Australia and overseas to support the theory that funds from halal 
certification do go to  dubious causes / charities. In fact, the Islamic Council of Western Australia in their 
President Report 2015, stated “During the year ICWA had made ongoing donations to Syria because of the 
difficult civil conditions. The donations were through Al Imdaad Charity to ensure that no recriminations could be 
directed at the ICWA”. 

Thank you for considering my submission,

http://www.chicken.org.au/industryprofile/downloads/the_australian_chicken_meat_industry_an_industry_in_profile.pdf
http://www.chicken.org.au/industryprofile/downloads/the_australian_chicken_meat_industry_an_industry_in_profile.pdf
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To the Senate Inquiry:

Third party certification of food.

 

Dear Sir / Madam

 I wish to express my opposition to the certification of food and non-consumable products.  
The broad coverage of Halal Certification has rendered consumers with little to no option but 
to purchase Halal Certified products.

Whilst I understand, and respect, that Halal is a requirement of Muslim practices, it remains 
unclear to me why the certification has emerged, and now deemed a necessity, to meet those 
requirements.  As we understand it, Halal refers to foods permissible to Muslims.  The citings 
of the Qu’ran clearly state that which is Halal and that which is Haram (not permissible). 

[The Quran 2:173]  He only prohibits for you the eating of animals that die of 
themselves (without human interference), blood, the Meat of pigs, and animals 
dedicated to other than GOD. If one is forced (to eat these), without being 
malicious or deliberate, he incurs no sin. GOD is Forgiver, Most Merciful.

[The Quran 5:5] Today, all good food is made lawful for you. The food 
of the people of the scripture (Jews & Christians) is lawful (halal) for 
you......

There is nothing in the Qu’ran about non-consumables or to suggest that a 
certification is necessary for any food products.  This brings into question the fees 
attached to such certification.  Halal certifiers insist that Halal Certification provides 
opportunities for companies to expand profit margins in the export market.  Whilst 
many foods are naturally Halal, and practising Muslims are aware of what is what is 
permissible and not permissable, how is such a claim supported?  This suggests that 
practising Muslims did not eat prior to the alleged certification requirement.  Given 
that Halal refers to foods that are permissible, how have Halal Certifiers supported the 
need for non-consumables to be certified?

The Halal Certification is not only unnecessary, but also negates the spiritual or 
religious requirements of the broader population.  Halal Certified products are 
imposed on everyone.  This suggests that everyone should forgo their own religious or 
spiritual beliefs to cater to those of Muslims.  This is not indicative of a country that 
embraces multiculturalism and freedom of choice.  Non-Muslims who choose to 
exercise their rights are being labelled bigots.  Who are the real bigots here?

The labelling of Halal Certification is not consistent which also prevents consumers 
from making an informed choice about their purchasing.  Labels are either too small, 
inside the packaging, or non-existent.  All consumers deserve the right to make 
informed choices about personal expenditure.  The current labelling doesn’t afford this 
right.



Whilst this certification is imposed on the broader Australia, it only serves to benefit a 
minority group in what is suggested to meet a religious requirement.  The profits from 
such certification are also only of benefit to them.  Non-Muslims are not only 
expected to forgo their own beliefs, but are basically forced to support a scheme 
which has neither a religious or financial benefit.

Freedom of choice applies to all and it appears that the non-Muslim population are to 
sacrifice individual beliefs and choices to appease the Muslim population.  

Under the Commonwealth of Australia, “Australian citizenship is a great privilege 
requiring a continuing commitment to Australia. When you become an Australian 
citizen, you pledge to share Australia’s democratic beliefs, freedoms, and equalities 
and respect the rights and liberties of the Australian people”.

I believe that there is more evidence to question the legitimacy of food certification 
than there is to support its validity.  This warrants a thorough investigation with 
consideration to the freedoms of all Australians.

Regards
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Senate Standing Committee on Economics 

PO Box 6100 

Parliament House 

Canberra ACT 2600 

 

 

Senate Inquiry into Food Certification Schemes. 

 

 

Firstly I request that all members of the standing committee declare any 

affiliation to a particular section of the population and any vested interest in the 

outcome of the Inquiry. This should be made public knowledge. 

 

Terms of Reference 

 

a. the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia 

including but not limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and 

genetically modified food and general food safety certification schemes. 

 

I am concerned that the food certification schemes which are run by third party 

certifiers have mushroomed in the past few years, in particular the halal certifiers. 

Australia has a far greater number of certifiers than larger populated countries. 

Certification of food should come under Government control so that any corruption 

and / or rorts are stopped. As Australia already has a very good record of food safety 

for our locally produced food all of this certification currently being done is 

questionable. Halal certification has spread to the majority of products leaving 

consumers very little choice of products to purchase if they are opposed to any 

certification be it halal, kosher or any other. 

 

 

b. current labelling requirements of food certification schemes. 

 

The current labelling is totally inadequate for consumers to make valid choices.  At 

present it is virtually impossible for consumers to find out if products are certified (in 

particular halal certification) by either it being marked on the packaging or by 

researching the relevant company website. Making direct contact with companies also 

fails to get satisfactory answers. The halal certification appears to be a covert and non 

transparent scheme.  

 

c. the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay 

certification fees. 

 

If a product has certification for any scheme it should be mandatory that the 

certification be displayed prominently on the packaging. This would give consumers 

of whatever faith or need to positively identify and make informed choices of what to 

purchase. This does not happen for halal certified products which takes away a 

consumers ability to make informed choices. 

 

. 



d. whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian 

consumers to make informed purchasing decisions. 

 

Current schemes do not provide enough information for Australian consumers. There 

are vast selections of products in supermarkets etc which are known to be halal 

certified but do not carry any such label. This is not so for Kosher as most if not all 

Kosher certified products carry the label. It is also true for products which have a 

label “made from local and imported products” there is no information on what is 

local and what is imported. 

 

 

e. details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or 

manufacturers, and the potential for these to impact prices for consumers. 

 

Fees paid by producers and manufacturers must have an impact on prices consumers 

pay. It is inconceivable that any company would absorb the costs which they pay for 

this certification. While some companies say that it is paid for by overseas importers 

of the goods I very much doubt that this would be the case. What happens in the case 

of Woolworths and Coles home branded products as they are not exported. This 

should be investigated.  

If this was government controlled then it would remove all doubts as to the fees paid 

and where the money goes. A simple solution would be for all certification money to 

be paid to the Government which rather than go into general revenues could be 

distribute on an equitable basis to all schools, charities, aboriginal facilities etc. The 

Government would control and appoint certifiers who would have specific 

qualifications to do these tasks. 

 

 

f. the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market 

access and returns to producers. 

 

While it may be important to some companies to have products certified for export 

trade it would not apply to the majority of companies which produce only for local 

consumption. For example Woolworths and Coles in house products do not get 

exported. Therefore the costs of certification is being borne by the majority of the 

population to appease the requirements of  the minority, not withstanding the many 

people who have religions which do not permit them to partake of certain rituals 

under which food is certified. I find it difficult to comprehend that halal certification 

is required on export products when our main markets would surely be China, Japan 

and places in Europe and America. I believe as a percentage of the export market food 

exported to Muslim countries would be a lot less than 50% of the total exports and 

questionable if it is needed at all. Meat exports to Muslim countries consist of mainly 

live cattle exports so why is our meat halal certified? 

 

 

g. The extent and adequacy of information available to the public about 

certifiers including, but not limited to certification processes, fees and 

financial records and any related matters. 

 



There is very little information available to the public about certifiers and companies 

paying certification fees. The majority of the Australian public are carrying the 

burden of the certification schemes, as well as the ATO losing revenue from taxes 

paid on certification schemes as they would be classed as an expense by companies.  

Is GST being charged on the services? The receiving entity is more than likely classed 

as a not for profit entity or makes charitable deductions for giving money to schools, 

religious organisations, churches, Mosques etc. The halal certification fees supposedly 

go to fund Islamic youth centres, schools and Mosques. The Government also funds 

these out of our tax dollars therefore the Islamic section of the community are at a far 

greater advantage than the general population as far as financial support for these 

facilities are concerned..  

 

It is also asserted that in the majority of abattoirs in Australia have Muslim male 

slaughtermen and that these jobs are no longer available to other people or women. 

This is discrimination and against the law yet it is happening. Australia is supposed to 

be an advanced country which has compassion for the slaughter process and has 

implemented strict rules for slaughter by irreversible stunning yet apparently this is 

not how it is done in some abattoirs as they use reversible stunning so the animal is 

still alive when its throat is cut.  As Australia is NOT a Muslim country we should not 

be changing our rules of slaughter for a religious reason.   

 

The ultimate outcome of the inquiry would be to recommend a ban on any form of 

religious certification of food, but this would be wishful thinking. The whole issue 

should be thoroughly investigated and if needed moderated to only certain items 

which could be justifiably required to be certified.   

 

I await the outcome of this inquiry with interest. 
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To whom it may concern
Re Senate Inquiry into Food Certification Schemes

My right of choice has been taken away when I buy goods I have always enjoyed to find they 
are stamped Halal Certified of which I do not agree! More and more foods are becoming 
Halal and Australian people of other religions or non religious are forced into supporting this 
Middle Eastern Religion. Is this against our constitution? Is it not discrimination to be forced 
to pay to a religious fund that is incompatible with my ideology in normal everyday food 
items? The collection of this forced donation MUST be banned by our Government. 

A person can opt out of their child attending Scripture in schools, yet we are forced to submit 
to Islam through Halal?

How does this benefit either our broader Australian community or our Government's 
resources? The Australian Government does not have a formal role in labelling Halal food for 
domestic consumption. The Government is losing large amounts in company tax deductions 
and very few certifiers pay tax as it is claimed to be a religious related income.

We ask our Government to stop the big con that raises money to spread the ideology of Islam. 
The Islamic ideology is not compatible with the Australian culture. Countries that have 
banned halal where it means ritual slaughter of animals are: Luxemburg, Sweden, Norway, 
Holland and Switzerland. Please Australia, put a ban on halal slaughter. Please Australia put 
a ban on the collection of halal fees being charged on ALL products.

Halal slaughter is extremely cruel; we as a nation used to use the non reversible stun method 
of slaughter, now it is very difficult to find an abattoir that utilises that particular method. 
Where is the RSPCA? The beasts are killed whilst they are conscious, their throats are slit 
and it can at times take up to 7 minutes to bleed out before they are dead; all the while 
thrashing about and moaning in extreme pain and agony.

Regards

Leslie Elliott
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Dear committee members,

Thank you for establishing this much needed inquiry. I am grateful to have the 
opportunity for my opinions to be considered.

All food products should be clearly labelled with country of origin and any 
certification the producer has deemed necessary. It is then up to the consumer to 
make an informed decision.

Earlier this year there was an outbreak of hepatitis a due to contaminated berries. 
We need to know where our food is sourced so we can decide whether we think 
that countries food safety standards are on par with our own.

Many businesses are paying a halal certification fee and are not required to clearly 
label it as such. The majority of consumers do not require this certification and yet 
we are being duped into paying for it.

The current certification and labelling implementation needs an update so any 
questionable schemes can be abolished and replaced with honest and transparent 
consumer advice systems which take all members of the general public into 
account.

Thank you for your consideration and I wish you much success with this inquiry.

Sincerely,

Sonia Wieckowski
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I would like to add my submission to the third party certification inquiry.  My concern is 
with Halal and Kosher Certification. 

Halal literally means "permissible" in Arabic, and refers to food items that are permissible to 
consume under Sharia law, and Haram (lit. unlawful) refers to any substance not permitted 
to consume. 

It is my belief that Australia is governed by Australian Law and NOT Sharia Law. This 
applies to Muslims living in Australia as well.   If there are two sets of laws applying in 
Australia the population should be notified and we should be concerned as to what other laws 
according to sharia apply.

 

According to the Australian Food and Grocery Council, Halal must be "free from any 
substance taken or extracted from a Haram animal or ingredient (e.g. pigs, dogs, 
carnivorous animals, animals not slaughtered in compliance with Islamic rites); made, 
processed, manufactured and/or stored by using utensils, equipment and/or machinery that 
has been cleaned according to Islamic law (e.g. not cleaned with alcohol); and free from 
contact with, or being close to, a Haram substance during preparation,manufacture, 
processing and storage (e.g. blood, alcohol, poisonous and intoxicating plants and insects 
such as worms and cockroaches)."[2]

The above paragraph (from Wikipedia) does not apply to a country that is not governed 
under sharia law.   According to the above, even trucks should be certified! How far 
does this go and in each stage of preparation, manufacture processing and storage, the 
product would be in touch with people who are not muslim ( non muslims are haram) so 
are we all out of work with this strange certification? I also understand that Islam 
recognises there are different types of alcohol and Quran simply states it’s not for 
drinking, there is nothing in the Quran about alcohol for cleaning and that is  reflected 
in the fatwa issued here 
http://www.islamweb.net/emainpage/index.php?page=showfatwa&Option=FatwaId&Id
=100318 which states It is permissible to use alcohol for disinfecting and cleaning or 
mixing it with another product for this purpose in case of necessity. Or here 
http://www.islamweb.net/emainpage/index.php?page=showfatwa&Option=FatwaId&Id
=90939which states “We do not see any harm in using cleaning detergents which 
contain intoxicants”

Clear labelling of foods ensures that there is no need to certify a product that is 
naturally halal. 

 

Australia is  a multi-race country, we are a melting pot of different cultures, what has 
happened in the past is those cultures have melted into the Australian lifestyle their foods and 
festivals have become entwined with other festivals and as a whole this has worked. In places 
where segregation is not possible the process of integration has probably been quicker.   All 
of the migrants in the past have not tried to force their culture on us like Islam has.   With 
halal certification all of Australians are helping to finance their mosques and their Islamic 
schools.  

http://www.islamweb.net/emainpage/index.php?page=showfatwa&Option=FatwaId&Id=100318
http://www.islamweb.net/emainpage/index.php?page=showfatwa&Option=FatwaId&Id=100318
http://www.islamweb.net/emainpage/index.php?page=showfatwa&Option=FatwaId&Id=90939which
http://www.islamweb.net/emainpage/index.php?page=showfatwa&Option=FatwaId&Id=90939which


 

 

Halal and Animal Cruelty

 

The Quaran states that animals should be tortured to death in full view of other animals to be 
slaughtered as to maximize the fear of the animal.

Prior to halal slaughter, our abattoirs employed non reversible stun slaughter. This gave us 
the best meat product with the least amount of suffering.   I can no longer find an abattoir that 
does non reversible stun slaughter or non-certified meat. Since when did we all have to eat 
under sharia law?

Our constitution guarantee’s us the right to freedom of religion as Non Muslim I feel those 
rights are no longer guaranteed or protected by our government.  

 

Then of course there is a question of where the money for certification goes this has been 
popular in the press but for me I don’t care where the money goes.   The issue for me is I 
should not have to support any religious organisation should I chose not to.   In the case of 
halal, its impossible to make that choice as no meat is labelled and other food or medical 
products are not labelled.

 

I trust the inquiry will take a hard look at the halal industry and decide that Australians do 
NOT live under sharia law and halal certification has no place in Australia.

 

Regards

Colleen 
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Dear Sir/ Madam,
I would like to add my submission to the third party certification inquiry.   My concern is 
with Halal and Kosher Certification.
Halal literally means "permissible" in Arabic, and refers to food items that are permissible to 
consume under Sharia law, and Haram (lit. unlawful) refers to any substance not permitted to 
consume.
It is my belief that Australia is governed by Australian Law and NOT Sharia Law.  This applies to 
Muslims living in Australia as well.   If there are two sets of laws applying in Australia the 
population should be notified and we should be concerned as to what other laws according to 
sharia apply.
According to the Australian Food and Grocery Council, Halal must be "free from any substance 
taken or extracted from a Haram animal or ingredient (e.g. pigs, dogs, carnivorous animals, 
animals not slaughtered in compliance with Islamic rites); made, processed, manufactured and/or 
stored by using utensils, equipment and/or machinery that has been cleaned according to Islamic 
law (e.g. not cleaned with alcohol); and free from contact with, or being close to, a Haram 
substance during preparation, manufacture, processing and storage (e.g. blood, alcohol, 
poisonous and intoxicating plants and insects such as worms and cockroaches)."[2]
The above paragraph (from Wikipedia) does not apply to a country that is not governed 
under sharia law.   According to the above, even trucks should be certified!  How far does 
this go and in each stage of preparation, manufacture processing and storage, the 
product would be in touch with people who are not muslim ( non muslims are haram) so 
are we all out of work with this strange certification?  I also understand that Islam 
recognises there are different types of alcohol and Quran simply states it’s not for 
drinking, there is nothing in the Quran about alcohol for cleaning and that is  reflected in 
the fatwa issued here 
http://www.islamweb.net/emainpage/index.php?page=showfatwa&Option=FatwaId&Id=100
318 which states It is permissible to use alcohol for disinfecting and cleaning or mixing it 
with another product for this purpose in case of necessity. Or here 
http://www.islamweb.net/emainpage/index.php?page=showfatwa&Option=FatwaId&Id=909
39 which states “We do not see any harm in using cleaning detergents which contain 
intoxicants”
Clear labelling of foods ensures that there is no need to certify a product that is naturally 
halal. 

Australia is a multi-race country, we are a melting pot of different cultures, what has happened in 
the past is those cultures have melted into the Australian lifestyle their foods and festivals have 
become entwined with other festivals and as a whole this has worked.  In places where 
segregation is not possible the process of integration has probably been quicker.   All of the 
migrants in the past have not tried to force their culture on us like Islam has.   With halal 
certification all of Australians are helping to finance their mosques and their Islamic schools.   

http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.islamweb.net%2Femainpage%2Findex.php%3Fpage%3Dshowfatwa%26Option%3DFatwaId%26Id%3D100318&h=PAQFMpBK4&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.islamweb.net%2Femainpage%2Findex.php%3Fpage%3Dshowfatwa%26Option%3DFatwaId%26Id%3D100318&h=PAQFMpBK4&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.islamweb.net%2Femainpage%2Findex.php%3Fpage%3Dshowfatwa%26Option%3DFatwaId%26Id%3D90939&h=TAQHK0-Sm&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.islamweb.net%2Femainpage%2Findex.php%3Fpage%3Dshowfatwa%26Option%3DFatwaId%26Id%3D90939&h=TAQHK0-Sm&s=1


Halal and Animal Cruelty
Prior to halal slaughter, our abattoirs employed non reversible stun slaughter.  This gave us the 
best meat product with the least amount of suffering.   I can no longer find an abattoir that does 
non reversible stun slaughter or non-certified meat.  Since when did we all have to eat under 
sharia law?
Our constitution guarantee’s us the right to freedom of religion as Christian I feel those rights are 
no longer guaranteed or protected by our government.  
My beliefs do not allow me to eat animals that have been horrifically tortured and killed. I have 
the right to choose.
Then of course there is a question of where the money for certification goes this has been 
popular in the press but for me I don’t care where the money goes. The issue for me is I should 
not have to support any religious organisation should I chose not to.  In the case of halal, it’s 
impossible to make that choice as no meat is labelled and other food products are not labelled.

I trust the inquiry will take a hard look at the halal industry and decide that Australians do NOT 
live under sharia law and halal certification has no place in Australia.

Regard
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Dear Sir/ Madam,
I would like to add my submission to the third party certification inquiry.   My concern is with Halal 
and Kosher Certification. 
Halal literally means "permissible" in Arabic, and refers to food items that are permissible to consume 
under Sharia law, and Haram (lit. unlawful) refers to any substance not permitted to consume. 
It is my belief that Australia is governed by Australian Law and NOT Sharia Law.  This applies to 
Muslims living in Australia as well.   If there are two sets of laws applying in Australia the population 
should be notified and we should be concerned as to what other laws according to sharia apply.
According to the Australian Food and Grocery Council, Halal must be "free from any substance taken 
or extracted from a Haram animal or ingredient (e.g. pigs, dogs, carnivorous animals, animals not 
slaughtered in compliance with Islamic rites); made, processed, manufactured and/or stored by using 
utensils, equipment and/or machinery that has been cleaned according to Islamic law (e.g. not cleaned 
with alcohol); and free from contact with, or being close to, a Haram substance during preparation, 
manufacture, processing and storage (e.g. blood, alcohol, poisonous and intoxicating plants and 
insects such as worms and cockroaches)."[2]
The above paragraph (from Wikipedia) does not apply to a country that is not governed under 
sharia law.   According to the above, even trucks should be certified!  How far does this go and in 
each stage of preparation, manufacture processing and storage, the product would be in touch 
with people who are not muslim ( non muslims are haram) so are we all out of work with this 
strange certification?  I also understand that Islam recognises there are different types of alcohol 
and Quran simply states it’s not for drinking, there is nothing in the Quran about alcohol for 
cleaning and that is  reflected in the fatwa issued here 
http://www.islamweb.net/emainpage/index.php?page=showfatwa&Option=FatwaId&Id=100318 
which states It is permissible to use alcohol for disinfecting and cleaning or mixing it with 
another product for this purpose in case of necessity. Or here 
http://www.islamweb.net/emainpage/index.php?page=showfatwa&Option=FatwaId&Id=90939 
which states “We do not see any harm in using cleaning detergents which contain intoxicants”
Clear labelling of foods ensures that there is no need to certify a product that is naturally halal.  

Australia is a multi-race country, we are a melting pot of different cultures, what has happened in the 
past is those cultures have melted into the Australian lifestyle their foods and festivals have become 
entwined with other festivals and as a whole this has worked.  In places where segregation is not 
possible the process of integration has probably been quicker.   All of the migrants in the past have not 
tried to force their culture on us like Islam has.   With halal certification all of Australians are helping 
to finance their mosques and their Islamic schools.   

Halal and Animal Cruelty
The Quaran states that animals should be tortured to death in full view of other 
animals to be slaughtered as to maximize the fear of the animal.
Prior to halal slaughter, our abattoirs employed non reversible stun slaughter.  This gave us the best 
meat product with the least amount of suffering.   I can no longer find an abattoir that does non 
reversible stun slaughter or non-certified meat.  Since when did we all have to eat under sharia law?
Our constitution guarantee’s us the right to freedom of religion as Non Muslim I feel those rights are 
no longer guaranteed or protected by our government.  
Then of course there is a question of where the money for certification goes this has been popular in 
the press but for me I don’t care where the money goes.   The issue for me is I should not have to 
support any religious organisation should I chose not to.   In the case of halal, its impossible to make 
that choice as no meat is labelled and other food products are not labelled.

I trust the inquiry will take a hard look at the halal industry and decide that Australians do NOT live 
under sharia law and halal certification has no place in Australia.

Regards

Signature_Paul Snell

http://www.islamweb.net/emainpage/index.php?page=showfatwa&Option=FatwaId&Id=100318
http://www.islamweb.net/emainpage/index.php?page=showfatwa&Option=FatwaId&Id=90939
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Here are the reasons i am against halal certification and the questions i want answered.

1. Why are the fees paid by businesses for halal certification kept secret? Why do the 
businesss have to sign non disclosure agreements?
2. Why are there 16+ privately run halal certification companies in Australia, all charging 
whatever amounts they want, when Indonesia only has 1 Government run halal certifier? If 
foods need to be halal certified, then let the Government run it and let the money go back into 
the whole Australian community.
3. For meat to be halal, the animal needs to be slaughtered a certain way. throat slit while 
animal is conscious. Is it true that there are at least 15 abattoirs in Australia that slaughter 
animals using no stun? It is barbaric.
4. Australia is a predominantly Christian country, so why are we being forced to eat meat that 
has been preyed over to a “god” that we don`t even recognise?
5. If halal certification is supposed to help Muslims recognise what they can and cant eat, 
then why do so many companies that pay for the certification stamp choose not to display it 
on their products?
6. Why are abattoirs paying a certification fee and then packing all the meat in one truck and 
delivering it to butchers and supermarkets who then put it all in the one fridge and display it 
all in the one display fridge. Once pork products are shelved, stored or transported with other 
meats, the other meats immediately become non halal anyway.
7. We are told halal certification monies goes towards to building of more mosques and 
Islamic schools. We know that there are quite a few mosques where the hatred of Australia is 
preached. As for Islamic schools, the same schools where a principal has said that girls are 
forbidden to run in races because it will cause them to lose their virginity. Do we need 
schools like that here?
8. In Canada halal certification money was found to be used to fund organisations linked to 
extremist organisations. I have no doubt that would be happening here as well.
9. Halal is a part of sharia law and we DO NOT want any part of Sharia law in Australia.

So, what would i like to see? Id like halal certification to be a Government run organisation. 
Id like every business who pays for halal certification to have to display the stamp on their 
products. I want all Australian abattoirs to stun before killing.
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Third party certification of food

Senate Standing Committees on Economics

PO Box 6100

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

To: Senate Economics References Committee

I would like to express my opinion on third party certification.

Currently the majority of meat and dairy products available in Australia are 
produced according to the religious based standards of the minority; therefore 
the rights of the majority to eat according to their personal preferences are 
being violated.

Under both Kosher and Halal certification laws, it is a requirement that animals 
be slaughtered only by practitioners of those religions; therefore a non-
practitioner of these religions wishing to gain employment in those fields is 
once again disadvantaged by the minority.

The largest export markets for Australian beef according to Meat and Livestock 
Australia are Japan and the United States, neither of which would require third 
party certification, the majority of the Australian population does not require 
third party certification, therefore the costs of certification should be dictated 
by supply and demand not though the majority subsidizing the minorities 
religious food requirements.

According to the Islamic Council of Perth Western Australia

The concept of Halal in Islam has very specific motives;

1. To preserve the purity of religion

2. To safeguard the Islamic mentality

3. To preserve life

4. To safeguard property



5. To safeguard future generations

6. To maintain self-respect and integrity.

In view of these Islamic motives which equally apply to Judaism, it follows that 
members of these faiths should bear the costs of certification.

Companies that pay these certification fees should by law be required to 
display the logos clearly on their products, there are many that either do not 
display the logo at all or, ensure that the logo is on the inside of the product 
packaging which clearly disadvantages those that do not wish to support these 
religious certifications.

I find it offensive that that Government facilitated the abilities of these 
companies to deceive the Australian public regarding Halal certification by 
passing the following legislation, while it states it is for importing countries, it 
has now become widely used in domestic products making it almost impossible 
to read.  

Issued by Authority of the Parliamentary Secretary for Agriculture, Fisheries 
and Forestry.
Export Control Act 1982.
Export Control (Prescribed Goods – General) Amendment Order 2013 (No. 
)Amendments of Export Control (Prescribed Goods – General) Order 2005Item 
1 amends subsections 13.05(4) by inserting an extra small size for the official 
Halal mark with the following dimensions:

Item Section of mark Size of mark (mm) 1 Width of mark 20 2 Height of mark 
20 3 Maximum overall height of Arabic text (arched) 2 4,Halal‟ in English text 
6.5 5,Halal in Arabic text 2.5 6, A= Establishment Registration Number 3 7 
Australia in English text 2.5,The purpose of the amendment is to provide 
industry with an option to use an extra small size official Halal mark to 
minimise problems faced by some businesses using the existing size options, 
including the mark interfering with barcode readability and the placement of 
information required by importing countries.



The Australian Constitution Section 116 clearly states that The Commonwealth 
shall not make any law for establishing any religion, or for imposing any 
religious observance, in my opinion this Amendment shows the Government 
compliance and acceptance of  Sharia Law within Australia.
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Dear Senator, 

I would like to raise my concern in regard to the food certification. I understand that any kind of 

certification is considered by consumer as a sign to purchase specific product due to specific reason. 

Also I presume that there potential financial obligations for the certified party to comply with terms 

of certification.  

By having earlier described in mind, I have concerns that mass Halal certification of not only food but 

also other consumables will be treated as support of one religion and violation of others. In my 

opinion to avoid the producers’ food labelling war it would be reasonable not to get into limitation 

of consumer rights of having variety of products (label free).  

The second part of my inquiry is related to my concerns of the financial side. If Halal certification go 

ahead in mass production, money received will be spend only for Muslims’ goals and not wider 

community. Therefore, I’m against of any religion based certification. 

Kind regards 
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On 13 May 2015, the Senate referred the following matters to the Economics References Committee 
for inquiry and report by 30 November 2015:

a. current labelling requirements of food certification schemes;

 I am not concerned by the extent of certification schemes. The nature of food these days is that 
processing and packaging has created uncertainty. For those who require certainty about the nature 
of their food, certification schemes are necessary. I don’t mind having more information about the 
food I purchase and if I think a food is overpriced (organic, for example) then I know I can chose not 
to buy it.

 b. the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees;

For those who want to consume certified foods for any reason, they should be able to have 
confidence in the labelling. Certification of any kind should be conducted by an independent 
accredited auditor, knowledgeable in their field, and the food should be clearly labelled as certified 
whether or not a fee has been paid.  

I am concerned that any requirement for labelling on the products produced by companies that pay 
certification fees might be extended to the products of companies that pay for other certification 
fees, (ISO certified quality systems for example). I am concerned that the cost of labelling will add to 
the cost of an enormous range of goods and services, not only food.  As the director of a non-food 
importing company, I would hate to see a requirement to relabel all our products. We have chosen 
to invest in ISO certification because it is a consideration for acceptance of government tenders. We 
cannot afford to increase our costs further with relabelling.

c. whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make 
informed purchasing decisions;

As a consumer, I am of the opinion that current labelling schemes, in combination with ingredients 
and nutritional information are entirely adequate for making informed purchasing decisions. My 
needs are for natural ingredients and sound nutrition. I have no religious requirements and I 
recognise that religious certification such as halal or kosher does not make food unsuitable for me to 
consume. If I think a food is overpriced, due to certification or other factors, I will choose something 
else.

d. details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and the 
potential for these to impact on prices for consumers;

The choice of a company to invest in any certification and the fee they pay is their concern alone. A 
company’s costs are commercial in confidence information. The public has no right or need to know 
what a company pays for any raw material or service required to produce their product to the 
standard required by their customers. The price that a company asks for their product is the result of 
many factors including market forces. If the price is too high, buyers can chose not to pay. It is 
entirely irrelevant for a buyer to know the breakdown of a business’ costs.  Indeed, the 
administration of such a declaration will only lead to further increases.



e. the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and returns to 
producers;

 If our potential trading partners have certification requirements and we, as a country, wish to trade 
with those countries, we must recognise their requirements for the good of Australia’s economy. It 
would be a great benefit to food producers for the government to support Australian business by 
funding the required certifications. This could be done via the taxation system. In the same way that 
Medicare rebates are only payable to accredited medical providers, there could be an accreditation 
or registration scheme for certifiers (of all kinds) in order for a business to claim a tax rebate or 
additional deduction. 

f. the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including, but not 
limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any related matters.

I assume certifiers are registered Australian companies. They are therefore subject to Australian 
companies’ and financial laws which include annual reporting and control of funds leaving the 
country. I have confidence in our current security arrangements and I believe that the AFP, ASIO etc 
are correct when they say there is no evidence to suggest funds from the certification of food are 
being diverted to illegal activities. I refer specifically here to halal and the disinformation currently 
being disseminated by certain groups who seem to be irrationally afraid and hateful of Muslims 
living in peace in Australia.

In addition to the terms of reference, I am more concerned about the exploitation of animals and 
humans within our food production chain. I seek to buy food sourced from animals that have been 
treated as humanely as possible – free range whenever possible. I would like to have confidence in 
these labels.

I would like to purchase fruit and vegetables that have not been harvested by exploited young 
travellers on working visas, who speak little English and, not knowing their rights under Australian 
employment law, cannot stand up for themselves. Rather than this enquiry I would like to see an 
inquiry into the operations of agricultural labour hire agents who prey on vulnerable workers.

Related to this, I would like to see an inquiry into the operations of the major supermarkets and 
their intimidation of farmers which leads to cost cutting and the use of labour hire agents.

I think this Senate Enquiry onto food certification is a waste of taxpayer time and money. It has been 
brought about by a senator who is too close to known religious bigots and who suffers the irrational 
fear I mentioned earlier. 

With regards

Name withheld
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Dear Senators

This submission is in relation to your enquiry into “food certification schemes” in the Australian 
market. I ask that you consider the following:

Section 116 of the Australian Constitution makes it the Government’s responsibility to provide the 
citizens of Australia freedom of religion, which ultimately means that they need to ensure any 
specific observations/laws of a particular religion should not be imposed on any citizen & should be 
the choice of the individual. Under the current Halal certification schemes no requirement for 
appropriate labelling is in place which denies people the ability to make a choice whether to 
purchase halal or non halal certified goods as they see fit.

In relation to the Terms of Reference

a- Until the recent explosion of Halal certifiers that are gouging money from all consumers, 
other certification schemes that are in place were done so to provide those who wanted 
this product to be able to buy the products happy with the knowledge they were getting 
what they wanted. These products were labelled & even separated from other goods to 
ensure no confusion about the products occurred. In addition to this, only the quantity 
of goods that were required by those who wanted/needed the goods were produced & 
the cost of such certification was contained to a user pays principle.

b- Current labelling schemes are definitely inadequate as I have trouble trying to find 
products I can be sure are not halal certified. Companies have now taken to hiding the 
fact they are certified to deceive those who do not want to purchase halal certified 
products

c- Labelling of products is a necessity & should be similar to 
a. HALAL CERTIFIED
b. CONTAINS HALAL CERTIFIED PRODUCTS
c. NON HALAL

d- See above
e- Halal certification for domestic sales should be a user pays scheme & only sufficient 

goods to service the needs of the minority Muslim community should be produced. All 
other goods should be free from halal certification. The Kosher food market works 
successfully in this fashion.

f- If halal certification is required for export goods they should be produced separately for 
export purposes & not sold locally.

g- To date, certifiers are just opportunistic people who have taken advantage of the 
general publics’ lack of awareness of this scam & the greed of large corporations who 
believe anything in pursuit of more profit. These certifiers are business operators, not 
religious entities, therefore they should be made to comply with all of the laws any small 
business in Australia does. :ie pay tax on all income, keep full & transparent records of 
all transactions & be held accountable for any inconsistencies as any business is. 



In conclusion 

From my efforts trying to purchase non halal goods, it appears that a significantly high proportion of 
supermarket products are halal certified & increasing. This is a ludicrous situation that a minority 
Islamic community in this country has been allowed to have religious observances/laws over food for 
the majority of citizens who are not Islamic/Muslim. Imagine the complaining by the Muslim 
community if they were forced to contribute to a Christian church with every purchase they made.

So based on the above, the majority of Australians are not Muslim but are providing huge amounts 
of money to the Islamic community via many halal certification organisations which continue to pop 
up & fight for a share of this bonanza. These certifying organisations are cloaked in secrecy with no 
transparency of anything they do, how much money is received or how they disperse it. To add salt 
to the wound, as a so-called religious group it receives tax exemptions. All we can be sure of is this 
money is used to further the Islamic religion which is in direct conflict with all other religions, not $1 
of this money is put into the greater Australian community. However these people are only too 
happy to line up & further drain the national purse by accepting as much welfare as they can from 
taxpayers, we just keep on paying for this religion with nothing in return.

Halal certification is a growing industry being used by Muslim organisations (typically with extremist 
views) worldwide to take control of the food chain with the help of the greedy corporations who 
think they might make a few more sales in these countries. By placing these fees on all of the world 
food supplies the financial windfall to these organisations is astronomical. 

I have also seen that halal has now gone way past food items & has cat food, hygiene products and 
much more being added by this mafia style operation. It must be halted. 

The next step for halal if we allow it to continue (which has already started in the abattoirs & 
transport industries) is that non-Muslims will be excluded from all aspects of the halal process from 
manufacturing through to delivery. So to put it bluntly non-Muslim Australians will be systematically 
put out of work by this discriminatory process.

It is evident both here & around the world, Islam has an abnormally high percentage of extreme 
followers who cannot peacefully co-exist with others (or themselves). Therefore we are effectively 
funding a religion that has contempt for us. Muslim extremist leaders around the world have said 
they are at war with the western world of which we are a part. It is time we believed them & acted 
accordingly.

ISLAM IS NOT A RELIGION it is an IDEOLOGY, which like Nazism & Communism must also be rejected.

Sharia law is Islamic law & must not be allowed in Australia. Halal is part of this law & another 
reason why Halal certification should not be allowed in Australia. The Australian Government is the 
only body who can introduce & enforce laws in Australia, we cannot tolerate any organisation that 
puts itself above the laws of the country.

Australia can show true world leadership by banning Halal certification & putting our national 
security ahead of any individual or minority groups’ interests.

The Australian Government needs to carry out its duties & act in the interest of the majority of its 
citizens to stand up & put a stop to this immediately.

I hope this committee makes its recommendations to ensure we remain a safe, peaceful & free 
country for all. Our armed services have fought & died for us to have this privilege. Don’t let their 
sacrifices be for nothing.
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TO THE COMMITTEE SECRETARIAT,
Senate Standing Committees on Economics
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600
economics.sen@aph.gov.au

My Details

Name: Given but witheld 

Address: Given but witheld

Dear Senate Standing Committees on Economics,
 
Regarding Third Party Certification Inquiry:

SUMMARY

In reference to the matter of HALAL certified food please find my submission to this inquiry regarding the third party certification of foods.  It 
is  for the following reasons that I wish to suggest  changes to third party certification schemes.  I am completely against third party 
certification with my main concern specifically being HALAL certification.  Should third party certification continue,  I wish to request more 
transparency from third party certifiers in the HALAL industry, and also additional changes to the current legislation on these issues. My 
concerns relate to the whole HALAL industry from the slaughter to the sales as well as the third party certification scheme.

A CALL FOR TRANSPARENCY The HALAL Certified foods, services, consumable and non-consumable product global market has advanced from 
what was a religious requirement of Islam to a global organisation worth trillions of dollars annually. 
Products that were not required to certify are now mandated to certification for the individual company’s introduction and expansion into 
this global market. The HALAL  global market trades less than 3% to HALAL consumers overseas? and I feel the majority of HALAL food is 
forced upon non - moslem Australian citizens by stealth with no separation of HALAL & NON HALAL products in most supermarkets & shops 
where there is  no clear labelling of products as well as sometimes no labelling at all for NON HALAL consumers. Labelling needs to be clear 
on the front of the product and HALAL & NON HALAL goods separated so that NON HALAL consumers can make an informed choice.

On the internet I have come across a certain HALAL certifier publicly degrading Australian citizens while goading a quote "Water is done, 
petrol is done, what next...me think electricity"  To me this attitude to HALAL certification clearly shows that HALAL certification to this well 
known certifier is nothing more than a money making scam hidden beneath a cloak of religion forced upon our community. (I have screen 
captures of the above confirming this)

HALAL is no longer centralised over the ritual blessing of consumable products but rather a three stage certification stemming from 
production, transportation and marketing. There is discrimination on non - moslem Australian job seekers  stemming from the slaughtering 
process right up  to the transportation process  of the HALAL industry food chain. The so called religious rules on the previous statement is 
causing economic consequences and little or no job prospects where the HALAL industry is concerned,  for our non-moslem Australian 
community. The HALAL industry is creating a domino effect of problems for NON HALAL consumers and job seekers of Australia in the chain 
of certified HALAL rules & events.
One conjecture point within Australia is the growth of Islamic control within our local economic market and the global market as a whole. 
This growth extends away from the religious preparation of consumables with its origins of the slaughtering and preparations of consumable 
meat to its contemporary empire of wealth. 
While HALAL certification of Australia continues to bath in its wealth in the name of religion it continues to be shrouded in secrecy and is 
protected from disclosure.
The non-transparency of HALAL certification, corporate complexity, profits and distribution of religious tax can no longer be sanctioned 
solely under its very organisations, religious clerics and the Australian Federation of Islamic Council. 
The Australian Government needs to ensure transparency of all organisations and Institutions within Australia regardless of religious and 
economic standings. 

mailto:economics.sen@aph.gov.au


On behalf of Australians I am asking for an inquiry into HALAL certification and its governing bodies. The fundamentals of such an inquiry will 
ensure transparency from the certification process, fees, and memberships to the distribution of the so called" religious tax" with the aim of 
ongoing transparency.

Current schemes do not provide enough information for consumers to make informed purchasing decisions. Most of the major brands in 
Australia are paying HALAL certification fees and yet do not clearly mark it on the labels such as Sanitarium, Kellogg's, Nestle and most of the 
bread and dairy products. Sometimes it is even difficult to get the information from their websites. It has become a rollercoaster of chasing 
information on where to purchase if possible NON HALAL certified products as well as now being more time consuming with further travel 
expense to source these products for the NON HALAL Australian citizen this in turn leads to a disadvantage of practically no choice for  NON 
HALAL consumers with disabilities who are unable to travel further to source their needs.

FROM SLAUGHTER TO SALE & ANIMAL WELFARE In reference to the ritual HALAL slaughter of animals in Australia being reversible stunning 
or no stunning at all I oppose this method  for the following reasons:
The sanitary aspect (written by a veterinarian), that in HALAL slaughter, the animal is turned towards Mecca, bled without being stunned, a 
very large incision from the throat to the vertebrae sectioning all organs from the jugular and the carotid but also the trachea and the 
oesophagus. This practice brings on anatomo-physiological consequences. These are as follows:

1. A regurgitation of the contents of the stomach through the oesophagus which is anatomically beside the trachea  2. The animal continues 

to breath very hard from the agony that can last a quarter of an hour where it inhales faecal matter, rich in germs of all sorts.  3. This matter 

that was inhaled all the way to the pulmonary alveoli distributes the germs in the blood much more easily because the membrane there is 

very thin and the circulation, let’s remember, is always working during this period of agony and even accelerated by the stress at the level of 

essential organs.  4. Enormous risk of contamination in the depth of the meat is consequently there.  5. We observe also from the intense 

stress, two physiological phenomenon which conjugate the fall of all immune systems. And the concentration of blood in the essential 

organs, you can say that the animal retains its blood. This is a natural process of survival that brings on also a bleeding that is not as good. 

This is opposing the allegations of people doing this practice. There is in fact,  a greater production of toxins.  6. The longer the agony finally 

brings on violent convulsions accompanied by defecation and urine, all of it splashing the whole slaughtering area.  We clearly see the 

consequences for the nutritional well being of the consumers. We infringe the sacred idea of the precautionary principle to respect an exotic 

practice that is irrational, unsustainable on all plains. Based on a superstition from the middle-ages that is observed. In these conditions, the 

actual derogations to the European rules permitting ritual slaughter, are they acceptable? The multiplication of cases of toxic infections was 

predictable… and will touch mostly non-Muslims that are not conscious of the risks that are not controlled and of the culinary habits that 

makes consumers eat meat that is much more raw. (than Muslims eat meat)

I oppose the fact that one specific religion be imposed upon or take precedence over all other chosen religions and I am now finding it 

increasingly harder to source NON HALAL meat & food products with most Supermarket chains & butchers bending to this what I feel has 

become  an easy money making and possibly money laundering HALAL scheme aimed to extract large amounts of funds from both moslem 

and non-moslem Australian citizens by stealth.
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Dear Sir/Madam

I am writing in regards to the inquiry into halal certification, and would like to submit 
the following for consideration in this inquiry. 

To commence I would like to make it clear that the salient issue is the certification 
fees and process, sharing equal importance with the slaughter methods. 
As a non religious Australian the matter of halal certification is of great concern to 
me, and many other Australians I have communicated with. 
My concerns are detailed as follows.

Certification Fees;
“The global market for halal-certified products and services is estimated to be worth 
more than USD2.3 trillion, expanding by 20% per year. These schemes are not 
limited to food alone, with products and services ranging from halal certified 
cosmetics to water, trucks, warehousing and sharia finance.
There seems  no limit to the schemes.  Plans are in place to certify every step of the 
market from suppliers of animal feed, to food processing and eventually the transport 
to your supermarket and shopping bag.” Q Society Australia. 

The fees demanded by certification bodies to acquire the certification are not only 
extensive, but in many cases of pressure on the company targeted, are nothing more 
than extortion. These costs are passed on to the consumer, no matter how much a 
company may deny such. All operational and marketing costs are paid for in the 
purchase of the product. Having made the informed and well researched decision to 
refrain from following any religion, I strongly object to my purchases contributing 
funds to a religiously motivated scheme. In a democracy, there is freedom of religion 
and freedom from religion. By a vast majority of the products available in not just 
supermarkets but an increasing amount of other stores being halal certified, my right 
to freedom from religion is compromised by way of the cost of certification, 
particularly where the product is not labelled as certified which removes my choice 
as a consumer to avoid the scheme. 
I do not donate or contribute funds towards any religion voluntarily, and I highly 
resent being forced to as outlined. 

Slaughter Process;
In Australia, the national standard for meat production requires that all animals must 
be effectively stunned (unconscious) prior to slaughter. The vast majority of halal 
slaughter in Australia (including at export abattoirs) complies with this standard, that 
is, all animals are stunned prior to slaughter. The only difference is that a reversible 
stunning method is used, while conventional humane slaughter may use an 
irreversible stunning method.-RSPCA
The main concern with halal slaughter is the reversible stun being used, if any stun is 
used in the first place. Many of the animals have in fact regained semi to full 
consciousness by the time they are slaughtered, resulting in them experiencing  
unimaginable pain before death. And this is assuming that the stun is applied. 
Whether the government and food authorities would like to believe it or not, there are 
halal slaughterers who are not stunning the animals at all. As found in the standards 
outlined on the RSPCA website, no tall cattle are required to be stunned at all;
For cattle and sheep, the requirements for religious slaughter without prior stunning 



are set out in a nationally adopted guideline Ritual Slaughter for Ovine (Sheep) and 
Bovine (Cattle):

 For cattle, stunning is still required but this occurs immediately after the throat 
is cut. Two separate slaughter men must be present: one to perform the cut 
(which must sever both the carotid arteries and jugular veins) and one to 
perform the stunning.

 For sheep, stunning is not required except where the animal is distressed or 
does not rapidly lose consciousness, in which case they must be immediately 
stunned.

The animals die slowly, bleeding out, scared and in pain. This is not ethical 
slaughter, this is not acceptable.  The standards set in Australia in regards to 
slaughter are to humanely kill the animal, avoiding any unnecessary pain and 
suffering.  Halal slaughter is incompatible with these values. 

The next concern in this area is the discrimination and religious bias that is being 
applied in the workplace on the insistence that only Muslims can oversee the 
process, and undertake the slaughtering.  This counteracts core Australian values of 
fairness and equality.  Hard working Australians should not be divided by religious 
inclinations, and certainly should not find themselves losing employment 
opportunities based on religious bias. 

Labelling;
Many of the products on shelves are now halal certified.  Of those, many are not 
labelled. 

It isnot legally required for them to be labelled. This is unfair to the consumers 
wishing to avoid the certification and the religious element. It also causes one to 
ponder what the point of the certification is if the consumers requiring halal certified 
products do not know it is halal certified. If these companies insist on partaking in 
religious mythology, and are comfortable in forcing the wishes of the few on the 
many, a label declaring such should be applied. Surely this is a breach of the 
consumers rights and a lack of transparency. 

Certification Dishonesty;
As outlined in the religious doctrine, the Qur'an, most consumables available are 
automatically halal (permissible) with very few, clear exceptions. Muslims are, or 
should be, well aware of what they can and cannot consume according to their 
religious requirements, as are the followers of other faiths. When items like water or 
fruit and vegetables are certified (read; fees), the certification is not only 
unnecessary, but rather useless. The real insult is found in certain alcoholic or even 
pork items being certified – items which are clearly haram (not permissible) under 
any circumstance. Of even more concern is cat food, cosmetics, cleaning supplies, 
etc being halal certified. This can only be received as a blatant and shameless cash 
grab by the average consumer. Muslims are not consuming cat food, and obviously 



cats do not follow any religion. 

Lack of FinancialTransparency;
It remains unclear where the large profits gained from certification end up. Many 
claims have been made about certification schemes funding extremist or militant 
groups, and studies in other countries have clearly found and proven the links, 
validating these claims. At the very least the funds are being used to advance Islam 
in Australia and non Islamic countries in the way of Islamic schools, islamic centres 
and places of worship, all of which is once again breaching my rights to freedom 
from religion. Considering quite a few Islamic schools, centres and charity store-front 
operations have been and continue to be under investigation for financial fraud, I am 
not comfortable in the lack of transparency as to where the halal certification fees are 
going.

Hidden Motives;
Halal certification is much more than just fulfilling a religious requirement. The 
following is an indication of the darker of the certification;
“The Grand Mufti of Bosnia Herzegovina, Dr Mustafa Ceric urged the Muslim 
Ummah to conquer the world through Halal movement as Halal means pure and 
hygiene and non-Muslim world has no hesitation to accept it.”
Halal is apart of sharia law, and halal certification is a thinly veiled implementation of 
an aspect of sharia law, particularly with the imposition of the certification falling on 
non Muslims. 

All of the concerns I have detailed in this document are easily validated through 
research, with a vast array of information available if one takes the time look. With a 
growing number of Australians concerned about halal certification, I strongly suggest 
that the government, the food authorities and the corporations make it a matter of 
urgency to do some thorough research into the issue. 

Yours Sincerely,

Jurgen Oehme
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Dear Sir/Madam

I would like to add my submission to the inquiry regarding third 
party certification of foods. My concern is with HALAL and KOSHER 
certification.
RELIGIOUSLY CERTIFIED MEATS
The constitution states The Commonwealth shall not make any law for 
establishing any religion, or for imposing any religious observance, 
or for prohibiting the free exercise of any religion, and no 
religious test shall be required as a qualification for any office 
or public trust under the Commonwealth “
The Commonwealth has endorsed Halal certification on our meats 
through the export industry body AQIS – because almost all abattoirs 
are exporting halal meat it is impossible for the domestic market to 
also avoid it this is against our constitution.
According to Meat and Livestock Australia http://www.mla.com.au how 
we used to slaughter animals in Australia with the non reversible 
stun gives us the best product for the least amount of suffering for 
the animal.
If HALAL or KOSHER meat is to be forced on the population despite 
the majority of Australians not being Muslim or Jewish, all meats 
need to be clearly labelled so those of us who wish to stay away 
from a product that a) is a lesser product (see livestock report) 
and b) are against animal cruelty so we can avoid it easily in fact 
I would prefer Australia to revert back to upholding our own animal 
welfare laws and refer back to non-reversible stun slaughter.

OTHER FOOD PRODUCTS
All foods need to be clearly labelled with the ingredients that are 
in the product and where the food originated from and where it was 
packed from. There should be NO religious labeling of food products.

SHARIA LAW
Food laws under islam do NOT include labeling of food and in fact 
every muslim I have spoken with are outraged that something like 
this is happening. All muslims know that sugar, salt, honey, 
chocolate, are available to them to eat according to the prophet. 
Now we are seeing toothpaste, plastic etc being certified as halal.
Australia is not under Sharia Law we are under Australian Law and as 
such we should not have to support financially any Islamic 
organisation who wants to slap a certification label on anything 
that may be edible.
I appreciate that Australia is a multi race country and for that I 
am grateful for, we have a thriving, vibrant country which has 
become this lovely melting pot of peoples. Growing up on the Gold 
Coast where there was no segregation we were lucky enough to 
experience real multiculturalism and appreciate all the wonderful 
things that embraces. However, those immigrants did not force us to 
financially contribute to their churches or their religious schools 
etc. The way Islam has slapped halal certification on most 
food/medical/etc items and using that certification money to build 
mosques (which most people are protesting against) to build Islamic 
schools (which have a history of rorting the system even AFIC had to 
pay back $9 million ) you can understand WHY people are NOT buying 



the products that are certified, if they can figure out which 
product is certified!.
DISCRIMINATION IN THE WORKFORCE
Halal certified meats can only be slaughtered by a Muslim – since 
when did we allow discrimination in the workforce? Small towns such 
as Biloela are suffering as Australian workers are forced out of 
work and muslim 457 workers are shipped in. When did Australia cast 
aside their own like that???
Companies are feeling the effects of boycotts – for the good of the 
nation and the good of industry as a whole I ask the government 
legislate that NO FOOD or MEDICAL product be religiously certified – 
it’s utterly ridiculous and non-inclusive of all peoples of 
Australia.

Regards

Bryan McLennan
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Phone: 

Submission to Certified Foods Enquiry

29th June 2015

Dear Sir/Madam

I would like to add my submission to  the enquiry regarding third party 
certification of foods. My concern is with HALAL and KOSHER certification.

RELIGIOUSLY CERTIFIED MEATS
The constitution states that the Commonwealth shall not make any law for 
establishing any religion, or for imposing any religious observance, or for 
prohibiting the free exercise of any religion, and no religious test shall be 
required as a qualification for any office or public trust under the 
Commonwealth.
The Commonwealth has endorsed Halal certification on our meats through 
the export industry body AQIS. Because almost all abattoirs are exporting 
Halal meat, it is impossible for the domestic market to avoid it. This is against 
our constitution.
According to the Meat and Livestock http://mla.com.au, how we used to 
slaughter animals in Australia with the non reversible stun gives us the best 
product for the least amount of suffering for the animal.
If HALAL and KOSHER meat is to be forced on the population, despite the 
majority not being Muslim or Jewish, all meats need to be clearly labelled so 
those of us who wish to stay away from a product that:
a) is a lesser product (see livestock report), and this is evident in the quality

of meat we now get
b) is slaughtered in the most barbaric way
c) is killed in the name of a religion we don’t support
I would prefer Australia revert back to upholding our own animal welfare laws,
with the use of non-reversible stun slaughter. I wonder at the silence of the 
RSPCA with regard to this matter! They can be very vocal when they want to 
be!

OTHER FOOD PRODUCTS
All foods need to be clearly labelled with the ingredients contained in the 
product, where the food originated from, and where it is packed. There should 
be NO religious labelling of food products.

http://mla.com.au
http://mla.com.au


SHARIA LAW
Food laws under Islam do not include labelling of food. That it has been 
perpetrated on Australians in this covert way is reprehensible. All Muslims 
know that sugar, salt, honey, chocolate etc are available to them to  eat 
without Halal Certification. Now we’re seeing items such as toothpaste, 
plastic and all manner of ridiculous things certified. This is obviously a very 
lucrative money making exercise, with companies being coerced into paying 
for this scheme without necessity.
Australia is not under Sharia Law, we are under Australian law, and as such 
we shouldn’t have to support financially any Islamic organisation who wants 
to slap a certification label on everything it can.
I appreciate that Australia is a multi-race country. Many migrants who came 
here in the past worked hard to make something of themselves. They 
integrated into our society and made real contributions, without the help of 
Government benefits. They did not force the rest of us to contribute to their 
churches or their religious schools. The way Islam has slapped Halal 
Certification on most food/medical/general items and using that certification 
money to build Mosques (which most people protest about), to build Islamic 
schools (which have a history of rorting the system - even AFIC had to pay 
back $9 million), it’s no wonder Australians aren’t buying the products that are 
certified. That is if they can figure out which product is certified!

DISCRIMINATION IN THE WORKFORCE
Halal Certified meats can only be slaughtered by a Muslim - since when was 
it acceptable to allow discrimination in the workforce? It isn’t allowed 
anywhere else. Small towns like Biloela are suffering because Australian 
workers are forced out and replaced by Muslims, who are shipped in regularly 
to keep up the numbers coming into  our country. Australia has never cast 
aside their own like that, but it has happened under our very noses. It must 
stop. Companies are feeling the effects of boycotts, and rightly so. Australians 
get very upset about their freedoms and rights being curtailed!

For the good of the nation and the good of industry alone, I ask the 
government to  legislate that no food, personal or medical product be 
religiously certified. Islam is not compatible with the Australian way of life, and 
as an Australian I object to  any contribution I have to make toward this 
regressive ideology. And it would also be good if those people who are 
growing fat on the back of this rort are prosecuted and made to pay back all 
money made from it.

Wendy Miller
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Dear Senator, 

As an Australian consumer and citizen , I am frustrated and concerned by the practice of halal 

certification in this country. 

I do not wish to support any brand or company that pays an Islamic religious tax to have their product 

halal certified. Less than 2% of this population is Muslim and I DO NOT want to fund special religious 

rituals , Islamic schools  or political campaigns to increase the presence of Sharia Law in Australia. I am 

also concerned about possible animal cruelty in the halal slaughter process. The Koran DOES NOT 

stipulate anywhere that a product must undergo certification for it to be halal, this has only been 

introduced since about 1980’s and is a modern day tax ie. money raising farce. I must also make a point 

to ask that it should be revealed as to where and how this money is dispersed.   

Many companies are paying for halal certification and NOT DISPLAYING it on their labels or even on their 

websites. Sometimes it is even difficult to get such information when calling the company directly. What 

can be done about making it law to display halal certification on labels so consumers can make informed 

choices about the products they buy?  

I would like to see these fees banned altogether but if that is not the case then I feel the fees should be 

removed from religious status and taxed as normal income to the recievers.  

 

 

               Your Sincerely 

              A Very Concerned Citizen 
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Submission to the Senate Committee on Third Party Certification of Food

a.the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia 
including, but not limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, 
halal and genetically-modified food and general food safety 
certification schemes;

Certification schemes are not necessary.  Australia has existing legal and 
regulatory systems that are adequate for enforcing ‘truth in labeling’ and 
food safety. Companies found not to accurately label their product can be 
penalized and will be further penalized by consumer backlash and 
damage to their brand. Certification schemes appear to offer little in the 
way of competitive advantage but can impose significant cost on 
companies seeking certification.
If certification systems exist, they should be not for profit only as is the 
case with international standards organisations such as BSI.  Certification 
should be seen as a public service. Allowing certification schemes to 
profit from certification provides and incentive for underhanded 
practices.  For example one certifier has an incentive to damage he 
reputation of another certifying body in order to profit from a larger 
market share.  Ideally food certification should be undertaken by a single 
regulatory body which charges only the fees required to cover the cost of 
the business.
Having many different certifiers leads to variation in the quality of 
certification and the standards imposed by each body.

b.current labelling requirements of food certification schemes;

Symbols indicating certification should be standardized and clearly 
displayed on the label.  Products paying for certification must display the 
certification on the label in order that consumers are given the choice of 
whether or not they wish to pay for the service of certification.

c.the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay 
certification fees;

Labelling of food that has been certified should be compulsory in order 
that the consumer can make a choice as to whether or not they wish to 
pay for the cost of the certification. Labelling should be standardized and 
clearly visible to inform the consumer.

d.whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian 



consumers to make informed purchasing decisions;

Labelling should be standardized.  Consumers should be able to look up 
the particular certification scheme in order to access and adverse reports 
about the particular certifying agency.  This allows customers to be 
informed about how reputable that particular certification organization is.  
If certification schemes are allowed to profit from their services, the 
consumer should be informed about where the profits of the certifier are 
directed. The consumer should also be able to access information on the 
cost of certification.  This would encourage competitiveness between 
certifying agencies.

e.details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or 
manufacturers, and the potential for these to impact on prices for 
consumers;

Certifications fees paid by food producers/ or manufacturers should be 
transparent in order to promote competitiveness and drive down prices of 
certification.  Transparency in certification scheme fees is important to 
give public confidence in schemes and to ensure food producers/ or 
manufacturers are not extorted.
Consumers should be able to make informed decisions about whether or 
not the cost of certification is worth the money they are paying.  
Consumers must have access to information about the cost of certification 
fees.
 
f. the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export 

market access and returns to producers;
the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about 
certifiers including, but not limited to, certification processes, fees and 
financial records; and any related matters.

Certification should be centralized into a single agency.  If not a single 
agency should report on certification schemes.  Food producers/ or 
manufacturers should have access to reports on certifying bodies in order 
to make an informed decision about which body to use and be aware of 
any complaints made against certifying bodies.
Certifiers should be not for profit. If certifiers are making profits the 
financial records and where the profits are directed should be publicly 
available.  Likewise certifications fees charged should be public so the at 
food producers/or manufacturers can select the most competitive 
certifying body.  Making fees publicly available will also prevent the 
charging of unreasonable fees for service.



Regulation of certification schemes should prevent schemes charging a 
fee for unnecessary certification. 
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Third party certification of food Submission 212  

Submission to the Senate Enquiry into Third Party Certification of 
Food 

In making day to day life easier for all of us to be informed and make conscientious 
choices about what we purchase and how we eat, proper food labelling is essential. In 
choosing to eat Organic, Kosher or Halal a registered and independent organisations 
certification makes this choice much, much easier. You can know that the food you’re 
eating has been grown, farmed or prepared in a specific way, without having to contact the 
supplier/distributor yourself, or forgo the item through doubt about its origin or 
specification. These certifications are a benefit to the consumer, as long as there is no 
obligation upon the makers or distributors themselves to comply. 
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To the Senate Committee 

 

In the last few years, Australia has become a playground for terrorist activities and has also become 

the mockery of other countries that have more brains then the politicians.  I say this because they 

have had the sense to bring the Islamic communities into line and refuse to allow them to make 

demands that things change.  I say they have the right of it.  I appreciate the fact that Australia is a 

multinational country and I have been proud to be an Australian. But now, with all the unrest with 

the Islamic communities and already having had at least one terrorist attack on our soil, I am 

beginning to wonder what this country is coming to. 

With that being said, I turn your attention to the Halal Certification scam.  Yes I say scam because 

that is exactly what it is.  If you know anything about Halal and what it is, then you will understand 

that it is meat and meat products only that should ever have been certified for export.  Yet i am 

seeing things such as chocolate, noodles, frozen veg, coffee, tinned goods with no meat product and 

much more being Halal Certified.  These are products that should never have come into 

consideration.  More and more each day on facebook I am seeing a leather works business being 

approached to become certified, but I ask you why?  Saddles and horse blankets are not meat, nor 

meat product, so why should they have been approached.  This is why I implore you to see this as 

exactly what it is a scam! 

There is one more issue with Halal Certification that I would like to address with you and that is 

where does the money from it go?  This I can answer with all confidence and honesty.  The money is 

transferred to charity organisations that are known fronts for terrorist organisations.  And If A.S.I.O 

is worth their salt as the forefront of Australian Security then they should already know this and be 

combating it as we speak.  Already the organisation cannot provide the proper accounts to show 

where the money has gone.  Either that or they are deliberately shielding their activities in order to 

hide their criminal activities. 

I say no to Halal Certification as do many thousands of Australian people, including those who are 

yet to gain citizenship.  I have seen comments on facebook by Muslim people who are also disgusted 

with the Halal scam and have by their own admission said that only meat or meat products should 

have been certified. 

As a concerned Australian, I ask you this; will you, the first line of defence against this type of 

injustice, allow this to stand and make a mockery of our fine nation? 

Yours Sincerely 

 

 

Kylie Howsan 
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Senate Inquiry into the Third Party Certification of Food  

Thank you for the opportunity to share my concerns with the halal-certification process in Australia.  

To start with I object to having to participate in and pay for what is a religious imperative of a 

minority of Australians.  Kosher-certification, again a religious imperative pertaining to a minority of 

Australians, is not something that I pay for due to distinct “kosher” labelling and kosher-certified 

items being primarily sold in specialty kosher produce stores.  

Then, via my purchase of Halal-certified goods I am providing funds that only profit and benefit the 

members of the Islamic faith to the exclusion of non-Muslim Australians. A recent ABC Fact Check 1 

investigation reported that the recipients of Halal-certification funds were mosques, Islamic clerics, 

Muslim youth education and mentoring, Islamic schools and Islamic charities.  A halal-certification 

provider representative stated that “the Australian Muslim community are getting the benefit of the 

certifications.  All money from halal services goes to the community.” This exclusivity in the 

distribution of halal-certification funds to benefit only Islamic recipients is mandated by Islamic 

Sharia (law) which states not only that charity (zakat) is a mandated duty of all Muslims but that the 

provision of charity to non-Muslims is forbidden. 2    

The Sharia states that a mandated distribution category of Islamic charity is “those fighting for 

Allah:” h8.17 The seventh category is those fighting for Allah, meaning people engaged in Islamic 

military operations for whom no salary has been allotted in the army roster (but who are 

volunteers for jihad without remuneration). They are given enough to suffice them for the 

operation, even if affluent; of weapons, mounts, clothing, and expenses (for the duration of the 

journey, round trip, and the time they spend there, even if prolonged. Though nothing has been 

mentioned here of the expense involved in supporting such people's families during this period, it 

seems clear that they should also be given it). 3  Islamic State fighters and other jihadist groups 

would fall into this category and as such I am concerned that my supermarket purchases are 

potentially funding violent extremism.  

Halal-certified items now number over a thousand 4 in major supermarkets and halal certification 

services are reportedly being provided to the four major dairy companies; over seventy five percent 

of poultry suppliers; over sixty percent of abattoirs processing sheep; more than fifty percent of 

abattoirs processing cattle; and generalists like Simplot, Unilever, Nestle, Kraft and many more. 5 

Also I have been informed by supermarket staff and local butchers that food staples like meat and 

dairy are increasingly halal-certified despite not being labelled so. This growing prevalence in 

supermarkets of halal-certified items (labelled and not), means that purchase of certified items is 

increasingly unavoidable. And given that certification is performed for a fee it is a component of the 

production costs that would figure in the price paid by consumers. This means that Halal-

certification is not a user pays scheme as it is being paid for not only by Australian Muslims but also 

by Australian non-Muslim consumers. Therefore the greater Australian majority are paying for a 

service they do not require but are excluded by religious proscriptions from benefiting from charity 

that they have in part paid for.     

A frustrating outcome of the growing universality of Halal-certification is that I increasingly have to 

pay a premium to purchase items that are not Halal-certified. While I could purchase major 

supermarket brand milk for a dollar a litre I am paying around $2.50 a litre for milk that is not Halal-

certified. I resent that adhering to my secular values means it costs significantly more each week to 

feed my family. †  



† Note: A question is why do Australian businesses participate in Halal-certification when the issue 

is contentious, especially in a secular nation such as Australia where Islam is a minority faith. The 

increasing prevalence of not explicitly labelling certified goods indicates that businesses are aware 

of growing consumer opposition to Halal certification. A common explanation I am given is that 

businesses are imposing Halal-certification on the non Muslim majority because in doing so the 

costs of certification are subsidised by having non-Muslim Australians paying for the certification 

process. And In doing so domestic Australian consumers are also meeting the costs of halal-

certification of goods destined for export markets.  

As mentioned above many supermarket items are reportedly not labelled as having been Halal-

certified when in fact they have been. This means that Australian consumers are being denied the 

ability to make an informed choice when purchasing products. Knowing that a food item has been 

Halal-certified does not mean I will not purchase that item but I believe I have a right to know when I 

am paying for such certification.  

Recommendations  

I ask the Senate committee to consider:  

1. A User Pays system of Halal-certification. If observant Muslims require Halal-certification for their 

food, then Islamic community organisations should provide these services and cover the fees and 

extra expenses for Australian suppliers. If Australian producers require halal-certification for goods 

destined for export markets then those producers should pay for the certification service.  

2. All products and services from Halal-certified suppliers should be clearly labelled as Halal certified. 

This would facilitate consumer recognition as to when products and services come from Halal-

certified sources, in turn allowing non-Muslim consumers to make a conscious decision around what 

they choose to purchase.  

Sincerely   

Name withheld.   

1 Fact check: Does halal certification fund terrorism? (April 2015). Available from: 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015- 04-14/fact-check-does-halal-certification-fund-

terrorism/6383238  

2 Keller, N (editor) (2011). The Reliance of the Traveller: The Classic Manual of Islamic Sacred Law 

‘Umdat al-Salik’ by Ahmad ibn Naqid al-Misri. Amana Publications: Beltsville, USA.  

3 Keller, N (editor) (2011). The Reliance of the Traveller: The Classic Manual of Islamic Sacred Law 

‘Umdat al-Salik' by Ahmad ibn Naqid al-Misri. Amana Publications: Beltsville, USA.  

4 Halal Choices 2014 Shopping Guide. www.halalchoices.com.au.  

5 Halal Certification Schemes. Available from: http://www.qsociety.org.au/halalcertification.htm 

http://www.halalchoices.com.au/
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Dear Secretariat
Thank you for the opportunity to make a submission on the third 
party certification of food.
I am concerned with the current lack of governance over Halal 
certification. While I appreciate and support the religious 
requirements of those of the Islamic faith to eat Halal food, I am 
appalled that there seems to be a gathering momentum to apply it 
even to foods that are in no need of such certification…milk, honey, 
nuts, chocolate for example. There is even Halal pet food. 
Also the labelling on products that are Halal certified often does not 
supply this information, despite I am sure the cost associated with 
the annual registration of products being surely passed on to ALL 
consumers. One is therefore unable to make an informed choice of 
whether to support companies that pay this fee.
From my understanding and research, there does not seem to be a 
central governing body overseeing this practice so it obviously 
stands to reason that any monies generated are clouded, making it 
difficult to follow where this revenue is actually allocated. 
Undoubtedly tax would be difficult to track if indeed any is due given 
that the waters are muddied with religion. 
I am not aware of any kosher requirement that is passed on to the 
broader community. The market that is targeted pays for the 
products so why should the public be paying for the Halal tax?
I am perplexed at the softly, softly approach that seems to surround 
this issue. It appears that if there is any question raised about Halal 
certification it is regarded as anti-Muslim or Islamaphobic, which is 
not the case. 
I do not take issue with Halal food but I am vehemently opposed to 
paying any portion of what amounts to an Islamic tax on food and 
services…for humans or pets …when I regard it as unnecessary, 
especially as there are no control measures in place for monitoring 
and regulating. Given that the percentage of the population in 
Australia that is Muslim is NOT a majority I fail to see why the bulk of 
the population should contribute. If we were in Indonesia or Saudi 
Arabia the story would of course be different. We are Australian and 
choice of religion is a matter for the individual .We should not be 
duped, pressured or coerced into financially supporting any religion, 
particularly in this secretive and potentially subversive manner.
Thank you.
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1 Introduction

While this submission is formulated in accordance with the seven line items of enquiry a. to g. which is 
laid out by the Senate Committee, it specifically relates to the HALAL component referred to in item a. 
as it is associated with the Islamic religion. In Islam, halal means permitted, licit. My area of major 
concern is that while this halal matter is an Islamic religious and Sharia Law parameter, nevertheless it 
has drawn in and thereby directly effects the wider non Islamic community about Australia – yet this 
vast majority of Australian citizens have not been asked to participate in this Islamic religious exercise, 
nor do they have any say in this.   

In its enquiry into this subject area, it is essential that the Senate Committee does recognise and 
understand the direct connection between the Islamic religion with its divinely specified halal food 
requirement, and how this requirement directly feeds through to increased food prices for each and 
every non Muslim citizen in modern Australia. This is the case even though this latter majority has, as I 
believe, no desirability to understand or adhere to these particular requirements of the Islamic religion. 
To assist the Committee in this area, in this submission I will present some relevant information 
concerning the nature of this halal requirement within Islam itself. 

My submission will also refer to some areas where these halal requirements of the Islamic religion, as 
they are manipulated and implemented by some, would be clearly objectionable to otherwise genuine 
Australians if they were aware that this is happening. 

I put the case that, to the extent that Islamic halal certification is a religious based food requirement for 
certain Australian citizens, the non Muslim component of that citizenry should not have to contribute 
even one cent of any associated costs. In the cause of freedom of religious association, these costs 
should be 100% met by those who require (and even demand) this divinely prescribed food processing 
setup with its certification overhead. But as I write, this is not the case and to the extent that this is not 
the case, non-Muslim Australians are effectively being subjected to an element of Sharia Law, a 
subjection I shall demonstrate in this submission. This is an abhorrent situation being forced upon me 
and my fellow citizens by Islam and certain food suppliers and in its meek acceptance of Islamic 
sovereignty in this area, possibly even by the government of Australia.

My submission follows.
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2 Item a. the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not 
limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and general 
food safety certification schemes

Submission for Item a. As advised in the Introduction above, this submission specifically addresses the 
halal food requirement of the Islamic religion and how this impacts on the broader Australian 
community. On behalf of that broader community, as this submission will canvass, I have very particular 
concerns regarding this subject area.

I am comfortable that any food certification requirements that may be associated with other non 
government non-Muslim elements in Australia, if they exist, do not impose a direct cost overhead to the 
supplier, and thereby filtering through to the shelf price, as halal certification does. However if I am 
mistaken here then I accept that, as for halal certification, circumstances should change so that those 
community elements which require any such certification overheads meet the full  associated costs 
themselves.

The Committee cannot genuinely weigh up the pros and cons of this subject area without being at least 
generally aware of the religious nature of this halal food requirement with respect to Islam. This is not 
to presume that I or any Committee member should think they might come to know as much in this area 
as trained Islamic clergy. Yet for the most part this same Islamic clergy simply interpret the very verses 
and clauses within the Islamic texts which I and other non Muslims have also referred to. That I and 
these other non Muslims have made the effort to access and study these Islamic texts has created a 
serious problem for modern day halal certification agencies which make huge profits in this area. This is 
because these agencies and representatives rely on non Muslim Australians being entirely ignorant of 
these texts. To this end, I will use this Item a. submission to provide a minimum amount of detail in this 
theatre. As I do this, the Senate Committee may be assured that I make no running commentary about 
these Islamic texts. I just quote them and where it is relevant, in plain English, I interpret them.

A prerequisite is that it is essential for the Committee to understand that in its totality, the Islamic 
civilisation is in fact a theocracy where there is little to no separation between its divine (i.e. religious) 
nature and its wider community governance of the daily life of every practising Muslim, every aspect of 
which is regulated by Sharia Law. In Islam there is no separation between these elements as is the case 
within a Western Democracy. Islamic Sharia Law emanates directly from its religious texts being the 
Koran and Hadith. Sharia Law is simply the manmade codified law book of God’s will for humankind as 
was delivered via His messenger Muhammad in the 7th century. 

The early verses of the Koran’s Sura 5 hold God’s instructions regarding suitable food for the Muslim. 
[FN1] These are reasonably wide-ranging and apart from livestock meat, with respect to fees being paid, 
in themself put the lie to just about all halal food certification schemes currently in operation for non 
meat food products. There is no Koranic verse, advice or even inference that justifies Australian food 
producers handing over large amounts of money to Islamic representatives for the purpose of attaching 
a simple logo to their packaging. This the Koranic fact. This is what God informs His believers about food 
in His Koran “All wholesome things have this day been made lawful to you.” (God, Koran  5:5)

Sharia Law is slightly more prescriptive in this area. [FN2] Of the 600 pages of the English translation of 
Sharia Law regulation, just seven pages of this are dedicated to Food under the following clause 
headings: Avoiding Doubtful Foods, Animals Lawful and Unlawful To Eat, Other Substances Unlawful To 
Eat, Hunting and Slaughtering [FN3]. This legal document divides food into three different categories (a) 
Halal - permitted foods (b) Makruh - foods that may be eaten but which Muslims are not encouraged to 
eat, and (c) Haram - forbidden foods. More specifically, Sharia Law instructs that Muslims must make 
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sure not to eat the following: pig meat, the meat of carnivorous animals, any form of blood, animals 
strangled to death and animals not killed for food in the correct way which is called Dhabihah. Dhabihah 
requires that the slaughterer must be a sane Muslim, Jew or Christian who in the act of slaughtering 
with a sharp knife so that the blood flows freely, must ensure that the animal is facing Mecca whilst 
proclaiming that they are killing it in the name of God. God instructs His believers about this in His 
Koran. [FN4]  Game hunted or fished by oneself is ok to eat. Other prohibited food products are jelly that 
contains gelatine because this is made from the horns and hooves of animals which may be haram 
(unlawful, forbidden), and certain sorts of cheese because animal products are used in making them. 
Anything which causes addiction is also forbidden to ingest which includes drugs and alcohol. But more 
particularly, this law book includes this ‘plain English’ advice about food “This section is an explanation of 
what is lawful (halal) and unlawful (haram), the knowledge of which is among the most important concerns of the 
religion, since knowing it is personally obligatory for every Muslim ...... The case of meats is exceptional in this, 
since most other foods are initially permissible, and one assumes they remain so unless one is certain something 
has occurred which has made them unlawful” [FN5]. 

As for my earlier comment about the Koran, meat and gelatine based products and some cheeses aside, 
within these seven pages there is no Sharia Law regulation, advice or inference that justifies Australian 
food producers handing over large amounts of money to Islamic representatives for the purpose of 
attaching a simple logo to their packaging. Sharia Law does not prescribe this transfer of money nor 
does it authorise this nor does it deem it in any way necessary. This is the Sharia Law fact. So the 
justification for annual ongoing halal certification fees has to be found elsewhere outside any Islamic 
religious or legal association.

It is my view that the multitude of agencies which demand these halal certification fees are essentially 
fraudulent. Meat, cheese and gelatine based products aside, formal certification is hardly necessary and 
given some certified products do not actually carry the logo, neither is the caper orientated towards the 
practising Muslim. Rather it is orientated towards the financial welfare of the certifier (see section 9, 
Jizya Tax commentary to follow).  

So we arrive at the main stadium: in religious terms, halal certification of meat is very important to the 
practising Muslim - it is a Sharia Law obligation [FN6]. But I object to this process as it applies to halal 
certified meat products supplied to the wider domestic market in Australia. My primary objection is with 
the Sharia Law regulation which, whilever it is applied in this country, designates many Australian 
Aboriginals and all other non Jewish/non Christian Australians as second class human beings who 
because they are of this lesser worth than the Muslim/Christian/Jew, are unfit to labour in the halal food 
processing chain. So this class of Australians must not (i.e. cannot) participate in live meat slaughter and 
processing for the wider Australian community. The Committee should understand that this prohibition 
is exactly what the Islamic halal logo represents. This is an abhorrent and distasteful set of 
circumstances and in our modern times it should not be allowed to continue. So although Sharia Law 
codification was drawn up and signed off on in the Middle Ages, via the existing halal meat processing 
processes in modern Australia, this ancient law is very much in play here and, as it stands, this logo 
carries with it this disgraceful and demeaning association. I shall elaborate this aspect in my Item d.

3 Item b. current labelling requirements of food certification schemes

Submission for Item b. As this wider submission demonstrates, on a number of basis I object to the 
status quo re halal certification in Australia. To this end I do inspect products on the supermarket 
shelves to ascertain if they carry the halal logo. If they do, I put them back on the shelf. I do not buy 
them given the seriously negative inference the Islamic halal logo carries with respect to many 
Australian Aborigines and other non Christian/non Jewish Australian citizens. 
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This personal pre purchasing inspection exercise is not straightforward wherever the logo is not clearly 
or obviously marked. However this is an overhead I have to wear as I stand up for my fellow Australians 
in this domain where, to now, our government has not. 

If halal food product certification is to continue to take place in Australia where ongoing fees are paid to 
the Islamic quarter, then each and every such product must be clearly labelled to this effect. Australians 
like myself must be given the choice, and the means to make that choice, to buy or not buy this category 
of product. We should never be in a position where we are in effect supporting a Sharia Law 
requirement and funding Islam, without our knowledge or consent. 

4 Item c. the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees

Submission for Item c. However what should not be acceptable or allowable is where halal certified 
food products are not halal logo labelled. My understanding is that in certain circumstances some halal 
certified products do not carry any halal logo. I believe this is because the supplier is aware of people 
like me who will refuse to purchase their product if we were provided with this information. 

This scenario arises where the food supplier pays the Islamic certifying agent its demand for the large 
sum of certification money, but which agent then does not go the final step and demand that the halal 
logo appear on the product. This is because the agent is only interested in the money going into their 
pocket or to fund the Islamic cause. This type of circumstance demonstrates that “halal certification” is 
not a religious matter given, as put here, the welfare of practising Muslims is clearly immaterial – no one 
knows that the product is suitable for Muslims to consume because that is not what this is about. It is 
about money changing hands. This is in line with the Islamic Jizya Tax which I shall separately refer to 
later on, but when I do, please refer back to this paragraph. 

Now wherever this ‘non logo display’ may be so, this is both unprofessional and sneaky. In such a 
scenario, it is probable I could be assisting the Islamic cause and adhering to Sharia Law, all without my 
knowledge.  A clearly placed halal logo on all halal certified products would eliminate any such 
unwelcome possibility. 

5 Item d. whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make 
informed purchasing decisions

Submission for Item d. I accept that a practising Muslim would find it convenient to have an assuring 
halal logo placed on all food packaging that meets their religious requirements. This would make life 
easier for them. So at the end of the day, setting aside for now my serious objection regarding meat 
supply certification, elsewise I have no objection to the halal logo being placed on food products 
available to the general population provided the Islamic quarter itself (such as it is) meets 100% of any 
associated financial costs. No other non Muslim Australian has any responsibility to pay any costs which 
might accrue directly as a consequence of benefiting or placating Islam and its followers. 

Therefore the halal logo must implicitly imply to the purchaser that all associated costs are met by the 
Islamic quarter and that thereby this logo does not add to the shelf price. If this is not the case then the 
halal logo must be accompanied by a statement next to it to the effect that the halal certification costs 
inherent with this product have been included within the purchase price. The buyer must be made 
aware of this additional purchase price component. 

At the earlier Item a., I advised of the Sharia Law requirement that for meat to be fit for Muslim 
consumption, the animal must be killed in a certain way (Dhabihah) which involves a number of 
conditions. One of these conditions is that the slaughterer must be a sane Muslim, Jew or Christian 
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person. So in order for a halal logo to be attached to meat products supplied to the Australian domestic 
supermarket shelf, the foregoing Sharia Law specified preconditions must be met. My understanding is 
that they are. Where this is so, Sharia Law is being implemented within Australia. This implication is 
horrendous. Let me explain.

What is disgraceful about this situation is that the non Muslim majority of Australians buy these meat 
products from our supermarkets. No problem here. But when we buy these products, unbeknown to 
most of us who are non Muslims, we are participating in a system which designates many of our fellow 
citizens as being second class and even sub human. I know these are powerful words, but they are 
accurate. For example, if an Aboriginal Australian who believes in their dreamtime spirituality had a job 
at an abattoir, then Islam would refuse to have anything to do with any meat supply (such as 
slaughtering) which he or she processed. This is because in Islam’s eyes, this Australian has 
contaminated the meat. They have contaminated the meat not by any earthly means, but just because 
they are who they are. This human discrimination also applies to all other Australian citizens who are 
not Muslim, Christian or Jewish. This is what the halal logo implies when it is attached to a meat product 
on an Australian supermarket shelf. It makes me ill to know that this disgraceful human discrimination is 
formally encouraged in our modern Australia. Let me be clear about this: the halal logo on meat 
products directly implies that large numbers of Australian citizens, inclusive of many native Aborigines, 
are sub human and that their very presence is repugnant to Islam to the extent that they contaminate 
any food products they might be involved in processing. With respect to the Aborigine here, I recognise 
that in our past white Australia did not always treat them as an equal citizen, but that inequality under 
the law has long since passed us by.... but now the human discrimination inherent within Sharia Law has 
actively taken its place in Australia today. 

The Senate Committee now has an opportunity to address this abhorrent human discrimination 
currently existing in Australia. So will the Committee encourage Islam to enter into modern Australia or 
will it appease it? To assist the Committee in this application, I have tabled a suggestion in the later 
section 10 RECOMMENDATION area of this submission.

6 Item e. details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and 
the potential for these to impact on prices for consumers

Submission for Item e. I have no direct knowledge of what halal certification fees are paid to whom. My 
only access here is to third party information sourced by others as is made available by them on the 
internet. I have no doubt that these “others” will make their separate submissions which will include a 
significant amount of information made available to the Committee in this financial aspect area. 
However what I can generally add is that these amounts which I have read about are phenomenal. 
Incredible in fact. In my submission Item g. to follow, I refer to a recent front page newspaper article 
quoting Islamic representatives mentioning halal certification fees in the $millions. I would put it that 
those who are charging and collecting these halal certification fees have located the goose that lays the 
golden egg because for little to nil outgoing cost or effort on their part, they are in return directly given 
enormous amounts of money by Australia’s food producers (which indirectly comes from the wider 
Australian community). But the best part of this is that it is recurring each year. It will never end. This 
river of money will never run dry. Where is that end of the rainbow >> if you can locate something that 
everyone needs - like fresh air - and then put a tax on it? Food comes immediately after fresh air and is 
the goldseam where even the smallest cut from a population of say 23 million people......... well an aptly 
descriptive term for such a gold mine would be “a never ending halal food certification scheme which is 
funded by all Australians”. 

If the food supplier is making recurring payments to Islamic agents, there can be no argument that this 
ongoing financial outgoing must flow through to the shelf price. This is how business works. To argue 
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otherwise is to not have any practical knowledge of the business world. Only a Canberra based public 
servant or a politician who has never worked in private enterprise could contend that every food 
associated company in Australia can, each and every year, pay a very significant amount of money to an 
external third party and then argue that this financial outgoing does not increase their products’ 
ultimate shelf price. So it is a taken that halal certification increases the shelf price. Now the Muslim 
population aside, given that a halal certification logo will not increase sales by even one unit among the 
majority non Muslim population in the wider Australia (using myself as an example, it is more likely to 
lose sales), we can rule out increased sales as an argument to offset the commercial overhead with 
respect to halal certification for the domestic market. Thus halal certification increases the price of food 
products for all purchasers Australia wide. We consumers have a right to be made aware of this cost 
aspect and that ultimately it is all Australians who are contributing to and paying for this Islamic based 
requirement.

7 Item f. the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and 
returns to producers

Submission for Item f. I have no problem with halal certification being applied to food exports from 
Australia, inclusive of meat products. In fact I support this where it leads to healthy or increased exports. 
As I will now explain, I do not see this position being in conflict with this wider submission which surely 
does have serious concerns about halal certification for food products made available for domestic 
consumption. This is because there are clear differences between the two scenarios. 

If halal certification is a prerequisite on exported food products in order to access a foreign market, in 
the business interests of Australian producers, I would support this certification process. In commerce, 
the buyer is entitled to get what they want and what they are prepared to pay for. If we do not or 
cannot meet their purchasing specifications, then they will sensibly go elsewhere. If halal processing 
procedures and associated certification incurs additional cost, then this will be passed onto the overseas 
buyer in the normal commercial manner. It is the buyer who will cover this cost, not the general 
Australian public. The Australian public is not affected here and Australia as a whole benefits from a 
healthy export food industry.

Where the foregoing includes meat products, in this circumstance I do support the Islamic slaughtering 
requisites of the slaughterer being a sane Muslim, Jew or Christian. Using my previous example, in this 
situation an Australian Aboriginal who is not a Muslim, Jew or Christian, could not be hired as the 
slaughterer. So a human discrimination would be in place but this it is a result of the demands of the 
overseas buyer, not because of any Australian based regulation, legislation or community perception. It 
is not Australians who are refusing to eat this meat because a dreamtime orientated Aboriginal might 
have had the slaughterer’s job. I know this is not right but sometimes a situation calls for a resolution 
where that resolution does not suit each and every combination of circumstances. 

This may not be the best example, but a woman or a non Catholic cannot become a Catholic priest, 
however this prohibition/discrimination does not degrade or devalue the woman or the non Catholic. 
Sometimes in special interest situations there are discriminations which we accept and just get on with 
it. To recap, if in order to maintain our export markets and thereby provide jobs and income for a large 
numbers of Australians, we have to meet overseas buyers’ particular requirements, then it is sensible to 
do so. This export related requirement does not degrade certain Australians, including Aboriginal 
Australians, with respect to other Australians who might be Muslim, Christian or Jewish. 
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8 Item g. the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including, 
but not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any related matters

Submission for Item g. This brings me to my second area of major concern with halal certification. I 
refer to the scam aspect of fees and costs. My preamble is that if this is simply a religious based 
parameter so that genuine Australian Muslims may find it easier to ascertain if a particular food item is 
religiously ok for them to consume, it is my view that most Australians would have no objection or any 
real worry about facilitating such an outcome - provided all associated costs were separately met by 
Islam itself. So this brings us to the “actual cost” aspect. To cut to the quick, annually recurring costs are 
a scam. If a food processing company must rearrange its internal procedures so as to satisfy the Islamic 
quarter in this sphere, these set up costs are largely one off and should only draw a single one off 
upfront cost overhead. As well, this set up cost is surely attributable to the company itself in 
restructuring some of its internal procedures and mechanisms to comply with Islam’s particular food 
related Sharia Law requirement. So where does this annual recurring cost to Islam come from, totalling 
in many cases hundreds of thousands of dollars to be handed over to Islam’s agents each year? Largely 
nowhere.

It is a scam where some people are getting a lot of money by using Sharia Law as a justification to stand 
over Australia’s food supply industry. To this end, I would be very interested to see what Australia’s 
Grand Mufti, Dr. Abu Mohamed, has to say regarding why Australia’s food suppliers should be paying 
Islamic representatives way over the odds, and continuing this payment each and every year, to satisfy 
an Islamic Sharia Law requirement that, as I have explained in Item a. above, is largely not applicable. 
Another name for this is extortion because the only money that should ever be involved should be 
directly related to an actual or real cost parameter. The next question is who pays this actual/real cost 
overhead? As I have already put, it should be Islam itself who meets such costs. If Islam is a genuine 
member of our pluralist society, I cannot see why it would not agree and that genuine Australian 
Muslims would not want to burden their fellow non Muslim citizens with their own particular inhouse 
religious associations.

To add some value to the foregoing argument, fairly recently on Tuesday 2 June 2015, there was a front 
page story in the Sydney Daily Telegraph outlining a position presented by a lately high profile Islamic 
community representative, Dr Jamal Rifi. [FN7] To quote from the story “Jamal Rifi has called on halal 
certifiers.... Some collecting millions of dollars a year, to use the money to keep disaffected youths from being 
drawn to terrorism.” So Dr Rifi knows that halal certifiers are making millions of dollars. Dr Rifi also knows 
these certifiers are making these millions each and every year. Dr Rifi implies that these certifiers are 
able to direct these millions to wherever they please (so why not their own pockets I wonder?). But Dr 
Rifi stops short of telling us where he believes these millions of dollars each year should be directed 
after all the de-radicalisation is completed, which transformation by the way will be done by Islamic 
representatives for which, as per Dr Rifi, they will be compensated by all who purchase halal certified 
food (which is most of us). In his own article in the same newspaper edition, Dr Rifi then went much 
much further when he said “... After all this is Muslim community money”. [FN8] But it isn’t. It is money which, 
in its most significant source, is coming from the pockets of non Muslim Australians like myself when we 
buy our food to feed ourselves. But more the case, we are paying Islam this overhead largely without 
our knowledge or agreement. In his arrogant manner of arbitrarily claiming halal certification fees as 
Muslim community money, Dr Rifi is simply applying Islam’s Jizya. He assumes the Jizya is appropriate 
and is rightfully inplay in Australia. It’s a scam and even though Dr Rifi may be genuine in his endeavour 
here, he has unintentionally highlighted that he accepts as normal that Islam is entitled to millions of 
dollars each year from Australia’s non Muslim food purchasers and also that Islam is free to do what it 
will with this enormous amount of never ending income. This is clearly a multi carriage gravy train. 

Yet I do not charge Australian Muslims in general with applying this scam. In fact I have put it above that 
they would not want to impose this impost on their fellow non Muslim citizens. While I might give him 
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some benefit of the doubt, I remain worried by the ease with which Dr Rifi has assumed that Islam is 
entitled to directly profit from all Australians via halal certification fees income and is also entitled to 
use these fees as it sees fit. At its most innocent end, non Muslim Australians should not be, without 
their permission, paying any costs associated with expanding the Islamic religion in Australia. This is 
surely Islam’s responsibility. However at the other end of the spectrum is this river of gold likely finding 
its way to violent areas which we know are associated with Islam and which can only exist if they are 
financially funded. I have no doubt that a number of other submissions will cover off this area of serious 
concern in a much more detailed and knowledgeable manner than I am able to do here.

9 Islam’s Jizya. This short form paper explains Islam’s Jizya Tax and its history. This information 
lays bare the halal certification phenomena as it exists in our modern Western societies. The 
Senate Committee determination will never be accepted as being genuine unless it can advise 
that yes, it understands what Islam’s Jizya represents and how it relates to the Islamic mindset.

Jizya means penalty and is the poll tax paid by non Muslims who have historically been subject to Islamic 
governance. This class of people are referred to as dhimmis. A consequence of not being Muslim was 
that dhimmis had to pay this ongoing annual Jizya remuneration to their Islamic governor lest there be 
dire (i.e. final) consequences. The genesis of the Jizya goes back to Muhammad’s time and is as follows. 

A number of Jewish tribes resided in separate fortifications at Khaybar, ninety odd miles north west of 
Medina, Arabia. This included the Banu Nadir who in 625 had previously been exiled from Medina. With 
the extermination of the Banu Qurayza in 627 finally ridding Medina of its core Jewish population, 
Andrew Bostom writes of Muhammad’s way forward [FN9]

‘For example, within a year of the massacre of the Jewish tribe, the Banu Qurayza, Muhammad, according to a 
summary of sacralised Muslim sources, waited for some act of aggression on the part of the Jews of Khaybar, 
whose fertile lands and villages he had destined for his followers, to furnish an excuse for an attack. But no 
such opportunity offering, he resolved in the autumn of this year [i.e. 628] on a sudden and unprovoked 
invasion of their territory. Ali (later, the fourth “Rightly Guided caliph,” especially revered by Shi’ite Muslims) 
asked Muhammad why the Jews of Khaybar were being attacked, since they were peaceful farmers, tending 
their oasis, and was told by Muhammad he must compel them to submit to Islamic Law. The renowned early 
twentieth-century scholar of Islam David Margoliouth observed aptly: ‘Now the fact that a community was 
idolatrous, or Jewish, or anything but Mohammedan, warranted a murderous attack upon it.’

After sequentially overcoming these Jewish enclaves via warfare and siege, some Banu Nadir prisoners 
were executed and their women and children enslaved. Muhammad agreed to let the remainder go into 
exile. He allowed them, as he had done when the Banu Nadir were originally exiled from Medina, to 
keep as much of their property as they could carry with the exception that he commanded them to 
leave behind all their gold and silver. [FN10] A hadith records the fall of Khaybar.  

Bukhari hadith, Volume 5, Book 59, Number 512: Narrated Anas: The Prophet offered the Fajr Prayer near 
Khaibar when it was still dark and then said, “Allahu-Akbar! Khaibar is destroyed, for whenever we approach a 
(hostile) nation (to fight), then evil will be the morning for those who have been warned.” Then the inhabitants 
of Khaibar came out running on the roads. The Prophet had their warriors killed, their offspring and woman 
taken as captives. Safiya was amongst the captives, She first came in the share of Dahya Alkali but later on she 
belonged to the Prophet. The Prophet made her manumission as her Mahr.

But some farmers begged him to be able to stay if they gave him half their annual yield. 
Bukhari hadith, Vol 3, Book 39, Number 531: Narrated Ibn Umar: Umar expelled the Jews and the Christians 
from Hijaz. When Allah’s Apostle had conquered Khaibar, he wanted to expel the Jews from it as its land 
became the property of Allah, His Apostle, and the Muslims. Allah’s Apostle intended to expel the Jews but 
they requested him to let them stay there on the condition that they would do the labor and get half of the 
fruits. Allah’s Apostle told them, “We will let you stay on thus condition, as long as we wish...” 
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Muhammad recognised this potential at Khaybar and relented, however he warned these remaining 
Jews that if the Muslims so wish, they will expel them. [FN11] This was the prototype for what was to 
become the common arrangement between Islam and its Jewish (and Christian) subjects. They would 
live as lower class residents. They would pay an effective non-Muslim tax (to be called the Jizya), as rent 
if you like, for continuing to be able to live and work on what used to be their own property and land. 
They no longer had any ownership rights and continued to depend on the goodwill and sufferance of 
Muhammad and his Muslims and then down through the centuries, at the pleasure of the current 
Muslim governor which, as history has demonstrated, could be fleeting. [FN12] This uncertainty and 
insecurity for non-Muslim dhimmis has remained where they could be murdered or exiled at any point 
in time and on any pretext. As we saw with Armenia early in the 20th century and as we see in Pakistan 
and Egypt today (and with ISIS at Mosul), whenever the Muslims’ patience or disposition undergoes an 
aberration or a change of heart, the dhimmis pay, either with their land or their lives. In Muhammad’s 
time they paid variously with both and at Umar’s later pleasure, the Jews ultimately paid with all of their 
remaining land holdings in Arabia where the few who had remained at Khaybar were banished to Syria 
with the rest of their land being seized by Islam. 

Bukhari hadith, Vol 3, Book 39, Number 531: Narrated Ibn Umar: Umar expelled the Jews and the Christians 
from Hijaz... So, they (i.e. Jews) kept on living there [Khaybar] until Umar forced them to go towards Taima and 
Ariha.

God then conveniently locked in this revenue stream for Islam, forever. 
“Fight those who believe not in Allah nor the Last Day, nor hold that forbidden which hath been forbidden by 
Allah and His Messenger, nor acknowledge the religion of Truth, (even if they are) of the People of the Book, 
until they pay the Jizya with willing submission, and feel themselves subdued.” (God, Koran 9:29) 

 
The Jizya is one of the practical consequences of Islam’s supremacy and inherent superiority over all 
other non-Muslims. It formed the central plank of Islam’s income during its many centuries as captain of 
its vast empire and was essential early on when Islam was little more than a war machine. Francesco 
Gabrieli writes ‘The Moslem State drew its greatest revenues from the tribute of the subjugated infidels, in the 
first place the personal tax or poll tax, and the land tax.’ [FN13] No doubt other empires throughout history 
demanded and received similar types of income from their conquered peoples but what makes Islam’s 
Jizya quite different from these is its divine accreditation. To have God Almighty, the Creator of the 
universe, lower Himself and get involved in and get His hands dirty in prescribing a discriminatory 
standover taxation to be levied upon parts of His human creation so that other parts of it can benefit, is 
quite different. In fact it is incredulous. 

The terms Jizya and Jizya Tax are part and parcel of Islamic history and the Koran’s verse 9:29 enshrines 
this tribute from the non-Muslim world as eternally valid. So it is forever due. While not presently in the 
ascendency and so not in a position to demand this payment from all of non-Muslim mankind, Islam in 
the modern West has adapted to this status quo. In a 2013 Egyptian TV program discussion on the U.S. 
and foreign aid to Egypt, an Islamic cleric articulated Islam’s way forward where he

‘insisted that the U.S. must be treated contemptuously, like a downtrodden dhimmi, or conquered infidel; that 
Egypt must make the U.S. conform to its own demands; and that, then, all the money the U.S. offers to Egypt in 
foreign aid can be taken as rightfully earned jizya... According to the sheikh, Egypt must be less cooperative 
with the U.S. and at the same time insist for more monetary aid.  If so, the sheikh believes that “America will 
accept; it will kiss our hands; and it will also increase its aid.  And we will consider its aid as jizya, not as aid.”’ 
[FN14] 

Western welfare payments are not generous assistance in difficult times but are a Muslim’s right. 
‘Just last February, for example, Anjem Choudary, an Islamic cleric and popular preacher in the United 
Kingdom, was secretly taped telling a Muslim audience to follow his example and get “Jihad Seeker’s 
Allowance” from the government - a pun on “Job Seeker’s Allowance.” The father of four, who receives more 
than 25,000 pounds annually in welfare benefits, referred to British taxpayers as “slaves,” adding, “We take the 
jizya, which is our haq [Arabic for “right”], anyway. The normal situation by the way is to take money from the 
kafir [infidel], isn’t it? So this is the normal situation. They give us the money - you work, give us the money, 
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Allahu Akhbar [“Allah is Great”]. We take the money. Hopefully there’s no one from the DSS [Department of 
Social Security] listening to this.”’ [FN15]

But the real 21st century Jizya is Halal Certification (HC). HC is a replica of Muhammad’s 7th century Jizya 
Tax where it catches 100% of non-Muslims across the Western world who are all dipping in to pay Islam 
directly from their pockets. HC is where the Western world food producers and supermarkets are 
‘encouraged’ pay an annual fee to Islam for Islam to issue HC approval to attach the halal logo to their 
product’s packaging. If they don’t roll over and pay this money, they run the risk of being blackballed as 
being anti Islam, and in our modern politically correct driven climate, that could be a commercial death 
sentence. So on behalf of Islam, the food supplier puts their hand in their pocket and then simply passes 
on this financial overhead to the consumer via a higher shelf price. So we non Muslim consumers are all 
paying for this HC. And of course we all have to eat, so it’s the Holy Grail of the Jizya. But where it 
becomes a real earner is the annual nature of this payment - just like the Jizya Tax. You see the food 
supplier must pay Islam the HC fee on an annual recurring cost basis. So it never ends. I mean once the 
food supplier has organised their infrastructure such that God above is happy that all is unfolding in this 
process down on Earth according to His Koranic dictates, why/where does Islam incur an ongoing cost 
such that every non-Muslim must continue to pay to it an ongoing overhead for the food products they 
want to purchase in the supermarket? No, there is no continuing cost upon Islam. Islam is simply 
running an extortion racket on an eternal basis. And everyone in the West meekly hands this money 
over, year by year, money which of course is then unaccounted for.  

10 My Recommendation

I present this sensible suggestion to the Committee: that the Senate Committee invite Australian’s 
Grand Mufti, Dr. Ibrahim Abu Mohamed, to attend as an advocate on behalf of Islam in Australia. The 
Grand Mufti should be asked to explain to the Committee how or why Australians who are not Muslim, 
Christian or Jewish, could contaminate meat products such that they were then unfit for human 
consumption (and the halal certification logo), if these Australians were employed as the slaughterer in 
an abattoir where the halal certified source animals were processed. Supplementary question: are these 
large number of Australians somehow morally dirty or otherwise subhuman? This is a quite fair query 
because this is exactly what the halal logo on meat products sold from our supermarket fridges implies 
and upholds. Every Australian who then purchases this halal certified meat, either knowingly or 
unknowingly, upholds this Sharia Law regulation - and thereby encourages it. I think it is a terrible 
situation that this disgraceful human discrimination is allowed to freely exist in my country, and the 
Grand Mufti should be asked to explain why Islam is centrally involved in this demeaning of my fellow 
Australians, including many native Aborigines. 

If placed on the spot, there is always the possibility that the Grand Mufti might distance himself from 
this Middle Ages Sharia Law regulation and thereby bring Islam in Australia into the 21st century. If so, 
why should we stop here? It might be that, with some encouragement, our Grand Mufti could lead a 
spearhead internationally to remove this human discrimination from the wider Islam. He could take this 
initiative to the next meeting of the Organisation of the Islamic Conference....... and it would have all 
started in Australia, driven by Australia’s Parliament. This potential should not be readily cast aside and 
it would be our very own Grand Mufti who would be changing Islam’s outlook and way forward inside 
Australia and then possibly even on a world wide scale. This is a serious proposition made on my behalf. 
Given the Grand Mufti had no problem travelling to Gaza to meet with Hamas (see this reference in the 
next section 11), I cannot imagine that a short road trip down the highway from Sydney to Canberra 
would be a stopper for him.
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11 Conclusion

What is wrong with my fellow Australian citizens who are not Muslim, Christian or Jewish? Why are they 
second class humans who are somehow morally and/or ethically dirty such that they have an ability to 
make food unfit for human consumption just because they handle it? This is what the halal logo 
represents on meat products in our domestic supermarket fridges. Why are all Australians, each and 
every one of us, being forced to make a contribution of millions and millions of dollars, recurring, to 
Islam? - an amount which is unaccountable and which can be used to fund anything inclusive of personal 
advantage for a fortunate few. I and my fellow Australians are entitled to adequate answers from the 
Senate Committee.

In its seeking of answers about where the halal certification money goes, I implore the Senate 
Committee not to assume for the sake of convenience or political correctness that your starting point is 
that Islam as an entity is a genuine citizen of Australia, ready to integrate with and live by our society’s 
ways and regulations. The Committee should assume no such thing. Yet if in fact this is truly the case 
with Islam, which we would hope it to be, then Islam’s representatives will have no issue with fully 
explaining themselves and truthfully answering any manner of potentially intrusive halal related 
questions. Surely as a good Australian citizen, Islam would want to do this? 

However it is with no sense of insincerity that I put the foregoing. When he was appointed Australia’s 
new Grand Mufti in September 2011, via his interpreter, Dr. Ibrahim Abu Mohamed’s opening 
statements included ‘Australians should not be scared of Sharia law because it is consistent with our own culture 
and values’. [FN16] Now why would he say this? Well what I do know is that Sharia Law is in Australia with 
respect to halal food labelling and more particularly meat processing. Then just 15 months later at Xmas 
time, Dr. Mohamed led a delegation of Australian Muslims across the seas to meet with Hamas’ 
leadership in Gaza City. [FN17] As part of a fulsome speech to the senior Hamas representatives, our 
Islamic leader expressed his happiness at being in Gaza describing it ‘I have the honour to be among the 
people of Gaza...the land of pride and martyrdom ...we feel like we are on cloud nine. We feel like we are on top of 
the world’, but most tellingly ‘I am pleased to stand on the land of jihad to learn from its sons...We came here to 
learn from Gaza’. [FN18] Eighteen months later in July 2014, an 18 year old Australian boy became our first 
suicide bomber blowing himself up in Iraq killing a number of innocent people and injuring many others. 
[FN19] Since then, hundreds of Australian Muslims have gone to join ISIS in Syria and Iraq to kill and die. 
But while our Grand Mufti seemingly talks about ‘our own culture and values’ with some ownership 
authority, as at 2011 and after 16 years living in Australia, he had not bothered to genuinely learn the 
country’s language and more the case, has never had to. His life revolves around an Arabic Koran and as 
learned as he may be, he obviously has no need to speak the national language fluently. This was also 
the case with one of his predecessors, Sheik Taj El-Din Hilali who relied on his interpreter Keysar Trad. It 
seems not speaking English is a key criterion for Islam’s top job in Australia. So what example does this 
set for young Muslims about integrating into Australian society?

In its management of this subject area, I trust the Committee will show a whole lot more intestinal 
fortitude and decency than the International Olympic Committee (IOC) did at the opening ceremony of 
the 2012 Olympic Games when it supported Saudi Arabia in forcing the only two women members of 
their team to walk at the rear behind all of the male Saudi athletes. The IOC then had the indecency to 
promote this as a win for women - yes, a real positive it reckoned. [FN20] So down the back of the bus is 
ok with the IOC. In Australia we note that this IOC example has been absorbed into our culture when in 
2015 (yes this very calendar year), women were corralled down the back of the hall when Islamic 
students held a meeting at the University of Western Sydney campus. [FN21] As for the IOC, down the 
back of the bus is now acceptable within modern Australian academia. So how much decency and 
determination and fortitude does this Senate Committee have? In this investigation, please do not 
assume anything or take everything at face value. Thankyou for accepting this submission.
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12 Footnotes

FN1 Koran sura 5, verses 1 to 5
FN2 An English translation of Sharia law exists. It is titled ‘Reliance of the Traveller – A Classic Manual of 

Islamic Sacred Law’ (RofT). It is authored by Nuh Ha Mim Keller and was first published in 1991. RofT text 
consists of 1232 pages plus 22 pages of introduction. Within the text, books (or chapters) e through o 
across pages 48 to 648, are Sharia law. The remaining 650 odd pages contain an enormous amount of 
additional interesting information which complements the front end Sharia segment with respect to 
gaining a genuine insight into the psychology of Islam. This translation is a direct copy of the 14th century 
Arabic Sharia recension by Ahmad ibn Naqib al-Misri (d 1368) titled ‘Umdat al-salik wa ‘uddat al-nasik’ 
[The reliance of the traveller and tools of the worshipper]. Throughout the law book are direct references 
to the source materials for particular Sharia laws and regulations, these being God’s Koranic verses and 
ancient ahadith. Additionally, the regulations are supplemented with occasional explanative comment 
from a number of Islamic scholars, both past and more recent. The originating source for this text is the 
Shafi school of Sharia which is regarded as the orthodox Islamic intellectual and spiritual heritage. A 
revised edition of the English translation of ‘Reliance of the Traveller’ appeared in 1994. Since then there 
have been regular reprints in 1998, 2002, 2005, 2008 and 2011. Clearly the book is in demand in the 
English speaking Muslim world. This is the demonstrated fact. So it cannot be claimed that Sharia law is an 
ancient code which is now out of date and of no consequence to Muslims.  

FN3 Reliance of the Traveller, j16.0 to j17.11 across pages 361-367
FN4 Koran sura 22, verses 34 to 36
FN5 Reliance of the Traveller, j16.0 and j16.1 at p361
FN6 ibid, all of j17, p364-366
FN7 Sydney Daily Telegraph, 2 June 2015, pages 1 and 4
FN8 ibid, 2 June 2015, p23, ‘Halal Fees Should Combat Radicalism’
FN9 Andrew Bostom, pii, Preface to the paperback edition, ‘The Legacy of Jihad – Islamic Holy war and the 

Fate of Non-Muslims’
FN10 Ibn Warraq, p98-99, ‘Why I Am Not a Muslim’. Additional source references for this Khaybar episode of 

Islamic history are the Ibn Ishaq/Ibn Hishan account, as reproduced in Andrew Bostom’s book ‘The Legacy 
of Islamic Antisemitism’ at page 279-281 and also the Ibn Sa’d account in the same Bostom book at p285-
286, plus the additional Bukhari ahadith Vol 5, book 59: Nos 510, 512, 522, 523, 537, 540, 541 and 550, 
plus Robert Spencer, p139-140, ‘The Truth about Muhammad’  

FN11 The Ibn Sa’d account at p291 in Andrew Bostom’s book ‘The Legacy of Islamic Antisemitism’
FN12 Andrew Bostom’s book ‘The Legacy of Islamic Antisemitism’ at page 279-281 and also the Ibn Sa’d 

account in the same Bostom book at p285-286
FN13 Francesco Gabrieli, p79, ‘A Short History Of The Arabs’
FN14 FRONTPAGE MAG, March 19, 2013, ‘Muslim Cleric Calls U.S. Aid to Egypt ‘Jizya’, 

http://frontpagemag.com/2013/raymond-ibrahim/muslim-cleric-calls-u-s-aid-to-egypt-jizya/
FN15 ibid
FN16 The Sydney Daily Telegraph, p12, 20 September 2011, ‘New Mufti assures us Muslim law fits with 

Australian culture’, http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/news/nsw/new-mufti-dr-ibrahim-abu-mohamed-
assures-us-muslim-law-fits-with-australian-culture/story-e6freuzi-
1226141253597?nk=99c54ced50ce85de4b884b6fd966a59d  

FN17 ibid, 31 December 2012, p9, ‘Australia's Grand Mufti meets Hamas’, 
http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/news/national/australias-grand-mufti-meets-hamas/story-fndo28a5-
1226545439343

FN18 ibid
FN19 ibid, 19 July 2014, p11, ‘Sydney teen kills three in suicide bombing on crowded Iraqi market’ and ibid, 22 

July 2014, p11, ‘Ordered to die by terrorist network’
FN20 ibid, p5, 10 August 2012, ‘Last place a big win for female equality’
FN21 ibid, 14 May 2015, ‘Radical group Hizb ut-Tahrir segregates males and females at UWS Muslim group 

meeting’, http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/news/nsw/radical-group-hizb-ut-tahrir-segregates-males-
and-females-at-uws-muslim-group-meeting/story-fni0cx12-1227355751307 

http://frontpagemag.com/2013/raymond-ibrahim/muslim-cleric-calls-u-s-aid-to-egypt-jizya/
http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/news/national/australias-grand-mufti-meets-hamas/story-fndo28a5-1226545439343
http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/news/national/australias-grand-mufti-meets-hamas/story-fndo28a5-1226545439343
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From: Annette Hollingsworth  
Sent: Friday, 3 July 2015 11:04 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Cc: Annette Hollingsworth
Subject: Inquiry into food certification schemes.

Hi there, just emailing my concerns in regards to Halal
 certifications.
I am very much against this being attached to many
 thousands of food & non food products. It is very difficult to
 shop to avoid purchasing certified items and quite
 expensive too.
There are many questions that need to be answered
 regarding this rort. 
Where does the money go that is accumulated from this?
Why does nearly all meat produce have to be certified even
 though a lot of it is for local market?
Only Muslims are allowed to do the slaughter, so how is this
 fair to ALL workers? It is a clear discrimination against
 anyone that isn't a Muslim.
Why do foods that are naturally halal need to be certified?
 Nuts, honey, sugar, milk, cream, butter, salt, seafood are all
 pretty much certified, how is this fair to ALL consumers?
Why are companies not labelling their products if they
 certify? This should at least be mandatory, giving us the
 choice to purchase or not. Seems fair??
Why can't the government have a hand in the running of
 these companies that certify and why do they not have to
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 pay a tax on monies collected? 
I do not care that there are halal products for muslims BUT
 there also needs to be non halal for those that want this
 too, surely that is fair and reasonable. 
Please take on board what people are saying as it is a big
 problem.
Kind regards, Annette Hollingsworth
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Dear Madam/Sir, 

I would like to add my submission to the Inquiry regarding the third party certification of food, 
specifically Halal and Kosher. 

I oppose Halal/Kosher certification for many reasons: 

Most importantly to me is the animal welfare concerns. 
Until recently I, like most Australians, assumed that this country had strict laws ensuring a high 
standard of ethical animal treatment. 
If footage of Halal/Kosher slaughter was made public, imagine the outcry from those citizens 
horrified by media reports of overseas animal cruelty to our live exports. 
Animals in Australian Halal abattoirs now have reversible stun (where they may wake up while 
being slaughtered) or no stun at all. 
Full, non reversible stun was the standard practice to reduce animal suffering and should be 
reinstated to protect helpless animals by law. 
The ritual dissecting of animals while still alive and aware, so it can hear a prayer being said over it 
is a barbaric practice that belongs in the Dark Ages, not in a civilised modern country like Australia. 
Animal torture for certification purposes is unnecessary, when a prayer said over the meal at the 
dinner table will cleanse any but prohibited meat i.e. pork.  
Muslim & Jewish faiths have survived for centuries without certification of food. Why now? 

How lawful is collection of religious certification fees? 
Halal is a term used under Sharia Law to denote permissible to people who abide by this Law. 
Sharia is not a recognised part of  Australian Law. So how is this  fee collection legal? 

Freedom of Religion. 
It is the constitutional right of all Australians not to have the beliefs of another religion forced upon 
them. 
Halal/Kosher certification fees on meat and groceries force me to support and financially aid Islamic 
and Jewish religions when I do not agree with their ideologies. 
The money from these certification agencies profit only minority Islamic/Jewish religions, but are 
paid by all Australians regardless of their faith. I want to agree with the values of a charity before I 
give them money. 
There are so many anomalies  in this certification process, I can only come to the conclusion that it 
is fund raising for these religions at the expense of all other religions. 

Freedom of Choice. 
The extent of product on the supermarket shelves that are now Halal/Kosher certified, makes 
freedom of choice a near impossibility. How can I boycott the product of one certified company 
when all the alternatives are also certified. 
The companies that pay these high certification fees pass them on to customers via higher prices, 
then they do not label their product clearly to tell consumers that they are supporting a certain 
religion. 
They also do not tell customers when ingredients or processes have been changed to meet 
Halal/Kosher standards. 



Freedom of choice now involves a prolonged grocery shop, having to read every packet, even when 
the packaging may omit the truth. It also means doing without some items that used to be enjoyed 
by the family. 

Pricing of food. 
Groceries are a large part of the weekly budget and unnecessary fees added on to the cost of most 
foods is a extra financial burden in these tough times.  
Food (or indeed plastics, cutlery, cosmetics pet food and water) is costing more due to Halal/Kosher 
fees and yet benefits few. 

Transparency of use of profits from halal/Kosher certification fees. 
Who actually audits these collection agencies as they claim tax exemption? Are the end 
beneficiaries people who promote terrorist activities against the very citizens paying these fees? 

Quality of meat ritually slaughtered according to Halal/Kosher beliefs. 
Studies show that meat sourced from an animal killed while under non reversible stun is healthier 
for the consumer. 
Animals that do not receive non reversible stun are awake and aware while being slaughtered. They 
suffer unimaginable pain, fear and stress. Their bodies flood with stress hormones which are 
pumped to the muscles. They also have seizures due to the pain levels and thrash about in their own 
faeces and urine, creating airborne germs which, because they are still alive, are inhaled. 
This makes the Halal/Kosher slaughter methods not only inhumane but unclean and bad for the 
health of the end consumer. 

Unfair employment issues. 
Equal employment opportunity rules are being broken by abattoirs, transport companies and food 
outlets that advertise for Muslim workers only. (example 400+ Non Islamic workers replaced by 
Muslims in abattoir at Bilolela, Qld) This activity is obviously being condoned. 

Fee paying companies. 
Why are so many Australian companies paying these large certification fees and then not displaying 
the fact that they are a permissible item on their product. How do Muslim/Jewish consumers know 
that these foods are Halal/Kosher? 
Products where fees are charged are often naturally permissible to these religions (therefore why 
certify?) or not permitted at all(Mitani Pork Crackling salt is Halal certified). 
Are these companies being promised inflated new markets? Are they harassed and coerced into 
signing non disclosure contracts with these collection agencies? 
I am at a loss to understand why Australian companies are becoming Halal/Kosher certified when 
they understand that they will lose some (an increasing number) of their current customer base.  
Perhaps this is why they are so reluctant to prominently label their products. 

Ideally, I would like the outcome of this inquiry to lead to a ban of all Halal/Kosher certification 
fees, resumption of humane non reversible stun in all abattoirs, stop of live export and refund of all 
monies gained to be spent for benefit of all Australians. 

At the least I hope this inquiry will lead to clear labelling laws allowing customers some freedom of 
choice, independent animal welfare inspections of abattoirs and the support of any abattoirs that 
wish to be non Halal/Kosher, so that people like myself can source a chop for dinner where the 
animal was not tortured first. 



When you look at my long submission please understand the time and passion that went into 
sending it, I wanted you to have an idea of all the concerns these certification fees have created in 
just one Aussie household.   
There is only now a growing awareness that this inquiry even exists and if you are unimpressed by 
the number of submissions received please extend the closing date. Many people I have spoken to  
are unsure of how to actually send in a submission, do not have the facilities to do so, or are 
frightened to put their names down in an official form that may bring reprisals. 

I want to thank you very much for the opportunity to express my opinions in this forum. 

With Regards 

Sue Crowe 
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Linda Gilmore

Dear Sir/ Madam,
I would like to add my submission to the third party certification inquiry.   My concern is
 with Halal and Kosher Certification.
Halal literally means "permissible" in Arabic, and refers to food items that are permissible to
 consume under Sharia law, and Haram (lit. unlawful) refers to any substance not permitted to
 consume.
It is my belief that Australia is governed by Australian Law and NOT Sharia Law.  This applies
 to Muslims living in Australia as well.   If there are two sets of laws applying in Australia the
 population should be notified and we should be concerned as to what other laws according to
 sharia apply.
According to the Australian Food and Grocery Council, Halal must be "free from any
 substance taken or extracted from a Haram animal or ingredient (e.g. pigs, dogs, carnivorous
 animals, animals not slaughtered in compliance with Islamic rites); made, processed,
 manufactured and/or stored by using utensils, equipment and/or machinery that has been
 cleaned according to Islamic law (e.g. not cleaned with alcohol); and free from contact with, or
 being close to, a Haram substance during preparation, manufacture, processing and storage
 (e.g. blood, alcohol, poisonous and intoxicating plants and insects such as worms and
 cockroaches)."[2]
The above paragraph (from Wikipedia) does not apply to a country that is not governed

 under sharia law.   According to the above, even trucks should be certified!  How far

 does this go and in each stage of preparation, manufacture processing and storage,

 the product would be in touch with people who are not muslim ( non muslims are

 haram) so are we all out of work with this strange certification?  I also understand that

 Islam recognises there are different types of alcohol and Quran simply states it’s not

 for drinking, there is nothing in the Quran about alcohol for cleaning and that is 

 reflected in the fatwa issued herehttp://www.islamweb.net/emainpage/index.php?

page=showfatwa&Option=FatwaId&Id=100318 which states It is permissible to use

 alcohol for disinfecting and cleaning or mixing it with another product for this purpose

 in case of necessity. Or herehttp://www.islamweb.net/emainpage/index.php?

page=showfatwa&Option=FatwaId&Id=90939 which states “We do not see any harm in

 using cleaning detergents which contain intoxicants”

Clear labelling of foods ensures that there is no need to certify a product that is

 naturally halal.
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Australia is a multi-race country, we are a melting pot of different cultures, what has happened
 in the past is those cultures have melted into the Australian lifestyle their foods and festivals
 have become entwined with other festivals and as a whole this has worked.  In places where
 segregation is not possible the process of integration has probably been quicker.   All of the
 migrants in the past have not tried to force their culture on us like Islam has.   With halal
 certification all of Australians are helping to finance their mosques and their Islamic schools.  

Halal and Animal Cruelty
Prior to halal slaughter, our abattoirs employed non reversible stun slaughter.  This gave us
 the best meat product with the least amount of suffering.   I can no longer find an abattoir that
 does non reversible stun slaughter or non-certified meat.  Since when did we all have to eat
 under sharia law?
Our constitution guarantee’s us the right to freedom of religion as Christian I feel those rights
 are no longer guaranteed or protected by our government. 
Then of course there is a question of where the money for certification goes this has been
 popular in the press but for me I don’t care where the money goes.   The issue for me is I
 should not have to support any religious organisation  should I chose not to.   In the case of
 halal, its impossible to make that choice as no meat is labelled and other food products are
 not labelled.

I trust the inquiry will take  a hard look at the halal industry and decide that Australians do
 NOT live under sharia law and halal certification has no place in Australia.

Regards

Linda Gilmore
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From: Lesley Ward  
Sent: Saturday, 4 July 2015 4:05 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Food Certification Schemes

To Honourable Members of the Senate Standing Committees on Economics

We wish to make the following submission in relation to the following matters:

a), b), c), d), e) f) and g).
We as consumers fervently believe it is a “fundamental right and need”, for all products offered
 for sale to the public, to be clearly labelled as to their contents, country of origin, and whether
 genetically-modified, organic etc.    And as such, our Governing bodies have wisely implemented
 laws requiring adherence to most of these, (even if some producers are deceiving the public in
 their administration of these laws, i.e.free range eggs).  However this system does provide the
 consumer with the information to choose products that meet their individual needs (whether of
 a health or spiritual nature).

BUT equally important we believe, is the need to have this same labelling legally mandated to
 ensure that any company that is paying for (non-Government) private “Certification” schemes,
 i.e. Kosher or Halal also come under this umbrella.     We as consumers believe that private
 certification (not always marked on products), is inadvertently applying an “unofficial additional
 layer of cost” to all such goods, and passed on to consumers. 
Of more concern, Australians are being forced to fund private religious bodies, to comply with
 traditions not applicable to the majority of purchasers! 
We find this deeply offensive, and respectfully request that all products provide clear labelling to
 allow “choice” at the point of purchase, and not be compelled to make donations to these
 religious faiths/institutions.    This is of particular concern with the current rampant spread of
 this certification and funding of Halal and the Islamic faith.  

As to Halal/Kosher or any other certification requirements of a religious nature, both for
 domestic or Export purposes, we propose that the Australian Government be the ONLY
 Certification Board, and all costs for such certification would then flow to the Australian coffers
 and thereby benefit all Australians thru the revenues raised.    This would also provide a twofold
 benefit, by removing the concern as to where such monies are being spent, as relates to current
 issues being raised of funding of terrorism, Islamic schools etc!  And secondly, this would then
 remove the “offensive” stigmatism of funding a religious custom contrary to one’s own religious
 views, and surely remove most Australian non muslim objections?

Yours sincerely,
Barry & Lesley Ward, 
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From: Barry Tideswell  
Sent: Saturday, 4 July 2015 6:01 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Ban Halal slaughter

 Ph 

Halal and Animal Cruelty
Prior to halal slaughter, our abattoirs employed non reversible stun slaughter.  This gave us
 the best meat product with the least amount of suffering.   I can no longer find an abattoir
 that does non reversible stun slaughter or non-certified meat.  Since when did we all have
 to eat under sharia law?
Our constitution guarantee’s us the right to freedom of religion as Christian I feel those
 rights are no longer guaranteed or protected by our government.  
Then of course there is a question of where the money for certification goes this has been
 popular in the press but for me I don’t care where the money goes.   The issue for me is I
 should not have to support any religious organisation  should I chose not to.   In the case
 of halal, its impossible to make that choice as no meat is labelled and other food products
 are not labelled.

I trust the inquiry will take  a hard look at the halal industry and decide that Australians do
 NOT live under sharia law and halal certification has no place in Australia.

Regards

Signature_Barry Tideswell____________

Barry Tideswell
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From: JASA  
Sent: Saturday, 4 July 2015 6:49 PM 
To: Economics, Committee (SEN) 
Subject: Halal Certification

To Whom it may concern
I would like to know why I'm paying an extra expense on food items that i mite purchase to
 have them Halal approved, i have stopped getting these items because i would like to
 keep my money in Australia, it offends my beliefs that these are hidden from me when
 shopping & not displayed on the label of the product & am disgusted like many others at
 the extra expense it costs, i love Australia, always will & have done my best to support
 local business weather it be a supermarket or local butchers or green grocers,
The Halal expense added is a rout & a huge unnecessary expense to the Australian industry
 & public, we as Australians don't benefit from it, i would hate to see hundreds of
 thousands of Australians unemployed because of us boycotting certain products that are
 locally made but certified to paying this when it is not supporting local industries.
Pleas this must stop, the expense is a totally unnecessary & offends a great deal of us
 greatly, I can not think of any other religion looking for approval to do with food products
 or adding extra expenses to our weekly shopping bill that you along with me & many
 others have to go out of our way to dodge, it is absurd & i find it un-Australian for it not to
 be advertised on products when shopping
Please stop this unnecessary nonsense with this halal approval that offends many & adds
 hidden additional expense to us all

Yours Sincerely
Jason Kettles
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From: 
Sent: Sunday, 5 July 2015 12:37 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal certification

My objection to halal certification can be summed up in one sentence:

If a Muslim is not satisfied that a meal is certified Halal he has only to pronounce
 ‘Bismillah’ over it and then he is free to eat it.

Why then is the community at large forced to pay millions of dollars for the item
 to be certified?

I am unhappy that merchandise and foodstuffs are not clearly labelled so we do
 not know whether or what we are paying for.

I cannot see the sense in items other than food stuffs being certified Halal.

I want to know where the money is going that is paid to Islamic organisations
 and to be assured it is not channelled back to ISIS.

You will note that I am referring only to Halal. This is because the practice is
 growing aggressively and I cannot see any harm in the others.

Finally I cannot see how Forward-thinking and established companies have
 allowed themselves to be drawn into paying millions of dollars
for what I consider to be a scam.

Sincerely

Doris Hicks 
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From: 
Sent: Sunday, 5 July 2015 10:43 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATION FOOD ENQUIRY

Dear Sir / Madam

I am writing this submission to put forward my deep
 concerns with the certification of halal food labelling.

I am truly appalled that so many foods including many that
 are naturally halal have this certification. These foods
 include  Vegemite, milk, butter, salt, sugar, honey, etc..I am
 required to read labels to ensure my needs are being met
 and I fail to see why the Muslim population can not also
 read the labels, I am sure they are as capable as I am. I also
 find it concerning that a number of companies are halal
 certified and have removed the labelling from their food
 items ie Cadbury chocolates. This makes a nonsense that
 the labelling is to allow Muslims to be confident food is
 permissible for them. I object in the strongest possible
 manner to supporting mosques and Islamic schools which
 we have been informed,  is where any money made from
 certification is going to, I wish to choose my own charities
 and not be forced to pay at the checkout. I do not think in a
 multicultural, mulch-racial and multi faith society, we
 should have any religious labelling at all, to do so would
 surely insult one other faith.

I am extremely unhappy that some faiths require animals

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au
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 slaughtered in ways that a civilized country should surely
 not be condoning, we no longer live in the middle ages
 where religious ritual went before animal welfare. Australia
 should not allow  Reversible Stun or as I understand in
 some cases no stun at all, this is beyond cruel with the poor
 creatures taking 60 seconds to minutes to finally 'bleed out'
 causing pain and fear.

I also would like to ask why the discrimination allowing
 Muslim men only, to work in these abattoirs and who
 exactly are certifying them as sane which is a prerequisite?  

Muslims were able to eat previous to certification which has
 only been around for possibly 30 years.

This certification seems to me to have been stealthily
 introduced and it is only in recent times we, the consumer
 have been made aware of just how far this rort has gone,
 with transport and factories also being halal certified along
 with women’s hygienic products, haircuts!!!! and clothing.

We do need to know what is in the product and where the
 ingredients come from ie .AU .UK .NZ 

Is it also true that The halal “business” is a charitable
 organisation and pays no tax?

I do not believe halal has any place in Australia. We are not
 an Islamic society.

Thank you





 
 
From:  
Sent: Friday, 31 July 2015 9:33 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Labeling
 
We need to have food labelling to cover:

1.Place of origin.
2.Ingredients and where they originate.
3.Whether Kosher or halal i.e. Plainly obvious and not some
 tiny symbol.
4. If halal, we need to know what fees are charged and
 where they go.
5. All halal and Kosher  should be removed from tax
 exemption and pay   
    tax like the rest of us.

Ph 
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5 July 2015 

 

 

Senate Standing Committees on Economics 

PO Box 6100 

Parliament House 

Canberra ACT 2600 

 

 

Dear Members of the Senate Committee 

 

The following information addresses point (c) in the 'Terms of Reference'; "the need for labelling 

on products produced by companies that pay certification fees;", the LACK of point (b) "current 

labelling requirements of food certification schemes;" and point (d) "whether current schemes 

provide enough information for Australian consumers to make informed purchasing decisions;". 

 

We supposedly live in a free country with freedom of choice.  Therefore, I recognise that companies 

have the RIGHT to pay for religious certification if they so choose. It would be violating their right 

to do so if we demand that they cease. 

  

However, if companies want to pay for religious certification then at the very least it should be out 

in the open. Companies that pay for ANY religious certification MUST DISPLAY it prominently 

both on their website to show that the COMPANY itself is supporting Halal Certification (HC) and 

on the products which should be CLEARLY labelled with a STANDARD logo in a prominent 

place. Then people who want to support the product/company can support it, and those to do NOT 

want to support it may refrain from supporting it.  IMPORTANTLY, products that incorporate raw 

materials that are HC should also be made to display a label stating that the product CONTAINS 

ingredients that are HC. 

 

The biggest problem is that this has been deceptive. Most of the products that are certified are NOT 

clearly labelled with a Halal Certification logo/symbol and many of them are not labelled at all, 

thus, the consumer does NOT have a choice! Therefore, OUR freedom of CHOICE and freedom of 

RELIGION has been ROBBED/STOLEN from the consumer! It is a violation of our rights! 

 

To clarify this point, for some religions (e.g. Islam or Judaism) it is an abomination to eat pig, 

however, for other religions it is an abomination to eat food that has been sacrificed to false gods. 

So, for example, for a fundamentalist Christian it is AGAINST their religion to eat Halal certified 

food because any food blessed in any way or sacrificed to Allah is an ABOMINATION to them; 

this could also include money being sent to support, and thus promote, that religion.  The problem 

is that because there is NO MANDATORY labelling of food which is Halal Certified, the food is 

often not labelled as Halal, therefore, consumers cannot distinguish what food is certified halal and 

what is not certified halal and thus they are being FORCED to break their religious beliefs to satisfy 

another groups religious beliefs!!!  This also stretches to products that are not Halal certified BUT 

all or some of the raw materials or INGREDIENTS used to manufacture the finished product are 

Halal certified.  I have contacted companies to find companies to support that do not have Halal 

Certification, nor use ingredients that are Halal Certified.  However, most of them have at least 

some ingredients that are Halal certified!   

 

Do you realise that for some other religions this is the equivalent of putting PORK into products 

and expecting Muslims, Jews or Hebrew Roots Christians to eat it?  This would be a clear violation 

of their religious rights.  In the same way there is a BIG problem with halal certification in the eyes 

of those (e.g. fundamental Christian and other groups) who see Allah as a false god.  In the SAME 



WAY it would be wrong to put pork in sporadic foods for sale and NOT LABEL them, thus 

deceiving and forcing Jews or Muslims to eat pork, halal certification is forcing fundamental 

Christians (and other groups) to go against their religion. Muslims overseas were horrified when 

they thought they had ingested pork DNA - https://pickeringpost.com/story/-cadbury-cops-a-

jihad/3304 . Just translate that horror to a fundamental Christian (or other religion) in this situation.  

This is discrimination in reverse!  I am grieved to my very core of my being that I cannot find 

products that are free of Halal Certification!  It goes against my conscience and against my religion 

and I am NOT alone!  This is VIOLATING the RELIGIOUS rights of others to satisfy the religious 

practises of one religion. 

 

There are other people who are simply angry that this has been allowed to happen, and they are 

NOT willing to pay money to companies that spend money on HC, which ultimately will be passed 

onto the consumer.  In this case the freedom of choice has been robbed from these people because if 

they do not wish to pay for goods that are HC or support companies that do pay for HC, then these 

people should be given that choice.  Many people are also angry that they are being forced to pay 

money that will end up funding other religions.  The posts in this vein that I have read are by people 

who are NOT religious in any way. 

 

The problem, as I see it, is that so many things are now HC that it is almost impossible to purchase 

ANY processed food without being forced to pay for HC in some way.  Therefore, perhaps an extra 

labelling system may be introduced that could identify those products that are NOT HC so that 

people can quickly and easily identify non-HC products/companies.  At the moment it takes a 

LONG time to do shopping if you are trying to only purchase non-HC products!  

 

In addition, no religious entity should determine an inhumane end to the life of an animal, 

especially when there are more humane ways of killing them.   It is inappropriate that meat that has 

been slaughtered using halal or kosher methods is not always labelled as such and therefore the 

Australian public can be paying for meat that has been slaughtered in an inhumane way and they are 

not given the choice NOT to support this.  Most Australians do NOT know this, so it is taking away 

their right to only support companies that slaughter their animals in a more humane way.  Again, it 

is violating the rights of other religious groups who cannot eat meat sacrificed to idols (Allah). 

 

Point (f) in the 'Terms of Reference' states "the importance of food certification schemes in relation 

to export market access and returns to producers;".  Of course companies should be free to certify 

their foods for export if they wish, to deny this would be robbing them of their freedom of choice.  

For some manufacturers this may be important for their export market, however, it should NOT 

PREVENT TRANSPARENCY of INFORMATION.  A manufacturer may provide certified foods, 

however, this should not preclude them from stating clearly on their website that they provide these 

certified foods; and foods supplied here in Australia that are certified must be labelled as such.  

People in Australia should have the information so that they decide if they want to support 

companies that pay for certification.  To prevent this is to uphold the freedom of choice of a 

company but to deny the freedom of choice to all Australians. 

 

As for points (e) and (g) in the 'Terms of Reference'; "details regarding certification fees paid by 

food producers and/or manufacturers, and the potential for these to impact on prices for 

consumers;" and "the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers 

including, but not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any related 

matters.".  This information should be freely available so that consumers are informed as to the 

amount of money spent on certification and WHERE EXACTLY the funds go. 

 

The following information of MY findings addresses point (a) in the 'Terms of Reference'; "the 

extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not limited to, schemes 

https://pickeringpost.com/story/-cadbury-cops-a-jihad/3304
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related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and general food safety certification 

schemes".  It also addresses point (d) in the 'Terms of Reference'; "whether current schemes provide 

enough information for Australian consumers to make informed purchasing decisions;".  I add the 

following information that demonstrates that the extent of food certification is far beyond what the 

average Australian person would expect and there is definitely NOT enough information provided 

so that Australian consumers can make informed purchasing decisions.  This is because there is 

inadequate labelling, no information on the websites of companies and most companies do not 

disclose information when requested.  It also demonstrates how far reaching this issue has become. 

 

I have not been able to find even ONE food company in Australia that is COMPLETELY FREE of 

Halal Certification both with their finished product and their raw ingredients (including animal 

feed).  At this present time it is virtually IMPOSSIBLE to know what is Halal Certified and what is 

not; especially since companies are NOT writing back to me!  In addition, with Halal Certification 

being in just about every product in some way, it is also virtually impossible to purchase food in 

this country that is not HC. I have yet to find ONE COMPANY that is not in some way linked to 

Halal Certification and I have been writing to find them and support them!  

 

The reason I am trying to find HC free companies is that the COMPANY pays for the certification 

and ultimately EVERY product they are selling would be affected since the company pays for the 

certification and it is not via a percentage profit of the individual item.  In addition, if a company 

buys halal certified ingredients, then they are paying for halal certification and the consumer is 

inadvertently paying for halal certification - the flow on effect.  So, to that end I have written to 

various companies a very honest letter telling them that I want to support companies that do not 

have products that are halal certified and work with ingredients that are not halal certified.  Most of 

the companies I have written to have NOT responded to my emails.  I have only had THREE 

responses! 

 

Bulla responded saying that they are halal certified (I already knew that because of the Halal 

Choices website).  I had to write to them because Bulla vanilla is my favourite ice cream! 

 

McKenzies had already responded to another person saying that their finished products were not 

Halal certified, but I pushed to determine their raw material status and this was their response...... 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------- 

"Thank you for contacting us via our website. 

 

We do not have any Halal certified finished product however some of our raw materials do carry 

the Halal certification. Halal certification is not a consideration when selection suppliers or raw 

materials rather our focus is on good quality raw material, and long standing supplier relationships. 

 

I hope that I have been able to satisfactorily answer your query. If you need further information, 

please do not hesitate to contact me. " 

------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

I also wrote to various egg companies to ask about eggs and if their finished product and raw 

ingredients used are halal certification free.  I received this response from Pirovic eggs............... 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

"Thanks for your enquiry. 

 

I am not quite sure what you mean as Halal free. We are Halal certified for pasteurized  Liquid egg 

products used in food manufacturing, but you cannot to my knowledge get Halal  certification for 



fresh table eggs." 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

I thought I had a chance at least with eggs to find a place that does not have anything to do with 

halal certification!  However that is not the case!  IS there an egg company that is completely free 

of Halal Certification both in product and ingredients (including animal feed)? 

 

They are the ONLY responses I have had so far and I have sent FAR more emails! 

 

Now, I used to eat Jalna greek yoghurt, but then discovered that all Jalna is Halal certified, so I 

switched to Chobani only to discover that Chobani is Halal certified!  Harris Farm yoghurt contains 

halal certified gelatine, so I didn't bother asking any further.  So, I decided to try and ask Farmers 

Union.  I already knew that they did not have halal certification BUT I didn't know the status of 

their raw ingredients.  

  

I was feeling frustrated because I was not getting any reply back from Farmer's Union. You see, 

they are on the "safe" list on the Halal Choices website. However, I found that Farmers Union is 

under the PARENT company Lion Co. (http://www.lionco.com/).  Lion Co. is the PARENT 

company of a stack of brands which include ones that we KNOW are Halal certified such as Dairy 

Farmers.  It is VERY CLEVER.  If a company has a multitude of subsidiaries, they can halal certify 

all the subsidiary companies and leave one group without halal certification. Then if a group of 

people protest against halal certification they may decide to not purchase the halal certified products 

or company in favour of the non-halal certified products/company....which is OWNED by the 

SAME PARENT company! 

 

In addition, I was looking for cheese and thought of Mainland because I didn't see it on any list. 

However, I decided to try and find the PARENT company. I found that the parent company is 

Fonterra (http://www.fonterra.com/au/en) which also owns well known halal certified brands such 

as Bega cheese and Ski yoghurt! 

 

Trying to find yoghurt I looked at Tamar Valley Dairies which is on the Halal Choices website as 

not being halal certified.....it is also owned by Fonterra! http://www.abc.net.au/news/2013-12-

08/tas-foreign-investment-feature-dairy/5139758 

 

Then I found out that Fonterra was a major sponsor at the World Halal Forum in Malaysia 

(http://www.smh.com.au/comment/halal-easter-eggs-and-cat-food-where-big-money-meets-

religion-20130327-2gujc.html).  So, the question is this, do the profits of the brand that is not halal 

certified goes to a company that sponsors the World Halal Forum? 

 

Nearly EVERY dairy in Australia appears to be halal certified and certainly all the major ones 

appear to sell HC products!  Thus nearly every dairy product is in some way affected by Halal 

certification!  I have only found ONE dairy (Maleny Dairies) that is free of halal certification and 

they are in QLD!  They are a small dairy and we don't have access to them.  However, I have 

written a letter of support to them!  If we could purchase their products I would be supporting them 

BIG time!  They OPENLY spoke out that they would NOT become Halal Certified and copped a 

HUGE amount of flack!  http://www.couriermail.com.au/news/queensland/halal-maleny-dairies-

facebook-post-on-halal-certification-sparks-customer-backlash/story-fnn8dlfs-1227111032417 

 

However, I'd say even Maleny Dairies are affected.  I did write to them to ask if not only were they 

halal certification free, but if all their ingredients are halal certification free.  They also have NOT 

responded.  You see, they have products like flavoured milk which requires sugar.  Now please note 

that I am NOT picking on Maleny Dairies.  They are doing their best and so far are the best of all 
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the companies I have found, and they have refused halal certification, however, it goes to show that 

everyone is affected!   

 

Sugar is interesting.  I read a boast by Mr El Mouelhy (which has since been taken down off the 

Internet) stating that all processed sugar in Australia is HC!  I looked this up and found it to be true.  

All the large sugar processors in Australia that I looked up are HC e.g. NSW Sugar 

(http://www.nswsugar.com.au/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=2:products&catid

=17&Itemid=305).  Anyway, if all processed SUGAR in Australia is HC, then that affects EVERY 

product that contains processed sugar! 

 

Bottom line, at the moment I cannot even find ONE milk, yoghurt, cottage cheese, cheese, feta 

cheese, or ice cream that I can buy that is not in some way affected by halal certification!  I have not 

looked into meat since I don't eat it, but from anecdotal evidence on the Internet it appears to be a 

large problem finding HC free meat. 

 

Of the top confectioners in the world, depending upon the list, the top ones are Mars (e.g. M&M's, 

Snickers etc.), Mondolez (e.g. Cadbury chocolate) and Nestle (e.g. Crunch, Kit Kat etc.) and ALL 

THREE CERTIFY their products as Halal!  Mondolez was acquired by Kraft and it also has Halal 

certified products and this is the boast by Kraft on their website: "Our products are in 98% of North 

American households!" (http://www.kraftfoodsgroup.com/home/index.aspx). 

 

This is just a small sample of my research, however, it demonstrates just how far reaching HC is, 

and how little people know about it.  You could argue that if people don't know about it, then it is 

too bad.  However, that would be equivalent to putting pork into most foods for sale, not telling 

people which foods they were in and then expecting Muslims, Jews and Hebrew Roots Christians to 

eat it unknowingly and to just put up with it once they have discovered the truth. 

 

In summary, this halal certification is violating the rights of animals and their right to a more 

humane death; violating the rights of other religious groups who are not allowed in their religion to 

eat food sacrificed to idols (Allah); and violating the rights of the Australian public who are not 

given the opportunity to choose to support or not support these certified products due to 

insufficient, non-existent or minuscule labelling. 

 

Please, at the very least, could you table and support legislation ensuring CLEAR PROMINENT 

STANDARD LABELLING of all companies, products and their ingredients that have Certification, 

and particularly Halal Certification.  We Australians live in a supposedly free country and are 

supposed to have freedom of choice, however, due to the laxities in this area this freedom of choice 

has been effectively stolen from us. 

 

Thank you.  

 

http://www.kraftfoodsgroup.com/home/index.aspx
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From:  
Sent: Sunday, 5 July 2015 1:42 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third party certification of food

To the Senate Inquiry:
Third party certification of food.

Dear Sir / Madam

I am writing this submission to voice my opposition, primarily
 against Halal Certification, which has been allowed unfettered
 access to force it's religious practices on our manufacturing and
 food producers and supply chains. My opposition is in the main
 due to the removal of a consumers right to informed choice when
 it comes to the buying of products and food items, this right to
 informed choice is taken away when items (supposedly) prepared
 in accordance with Islamic practices are not clearly labelled as
 Halal Certified, the ironic thing is how do those of the Muslim
 community know what is Halal as well without clear labeling.

Following on from this concern of clear labeling is my further
 concern of Halal Certification funds being send abroad to
 countries such as Syria with no oversight as to where those funds
 end up, and as was again evident by their own admission the
 Western Australian Islamic Council set up a sham charity to
 divert halal funds to Syria, where that money goes once it reaches
 these countries is anyone's guess, it is not beyond the realms of
 possibility for those funds to find their way into the hands of
 Islamic extremists and terrorists such as Isis, al shabaad or boko
 haraam, proper oversights must be put into place to negate this
 from happening, as it has already happened by the admission of
 this Islamic council itself.

I feel the rights of the majority in Australia have been pushed to
 one side to allow for Islam to enforce it's religiosity on all and
 sundry, regardless of the opinions of those consumers in regards to
 contributing to Islam by purchasing halal products whether
 knowingly or unknowingly due to a lack of clear labeling, my
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 concerns are not for Kosher foods or Organic foods, it is solely
 targeted at Halal Certified foods and products, it would seem very
 clear to me that the vastness of the items that halal certifiers
 would have fall under their umbrella, that this is nothing more
 than an attempt to profit from the Australian consumer and has
 nothing to do with their religious observances at all, and as such
 should be approached with a great deal of skepticism, whole
 industries such as beef and chicken processing plants are totally
 Halal Certified now, and considering Muslims make up about 2%
 of the population, this would seem a very disproportionate thing to
 happen.

I hope that serious consideration is given to this very important
 issue, the rights of the consumer to be able to make an informed
 decision on where they spend their consumer dollar should take
 precedent over this mostly hidden Islamic tax, that at the end of
 the day all producers will be passing on to the consumer or user,
 and that can be anything but right.

Thanks for taking the time to read my submission.
Regards

Marie Matthews
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From: Shirley Hollister  
Sent: Sunday, 5 July 2015 3:22 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Regarding Third Party Certification Inquiry.

Dear Senate Standing Committees on Economics. My objection to Halal Certification begins with why, does a
 minority religion get to change my way of living. As a 72 year old Christian Australian citizen I am struggling
 to purchase anything non halal. Our country has been a great multicultural success. Everyone who has migrated
 to this country have integrated as well as keeping their own culture & festivals & none have forced their beliefs
 upon us, until Islam! As a Christian I believe there is only one God & I object to my food being blessed to
 another god. I believe that certification is a scam & is putting unnecessary pressure on Australian businesses.
 Fleurieu Milk & Yoghurt proved that when they were told that they would lose their contract to Emerites if
 they didn't certify. Milk & yoghurt are naturally halal, therefore permissible without certification. In my view
 that is extortion. Water is another permissible that doesn't need certification. And the list goes on. There is one
 certifier who openly scoffs about the millions he is making at our expense. I am deeply offended by this. I can't
 understand why these people who are such a minority are afforded so much consideration. None of the
 certification monies go to Australian charities yet we Australians are held to ransom. Australian jobs will
 diminish as Muslims move into businesses. Pork is slowly being taken off menu's. Buddhists, Sikhs, Jews etc
 take care of their own religious needs & have never tried to force their customs on us. Islam does! Our culture
 is threatened. This is Australia! All are welcome! But as a Christian Australian I demand my rights as well.
 Thank you.
Shirley Hollister
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Third Party Food Certification in Australia. 

 

To whom it may concern, 

 

My concern is the lack of transparency in the food labelling industry in Australia.  There are a 
number of reasons why there needs to be a better system.   

Firstly, for health reasons a lot of consumers are choosing to eat non-genetically modified foods but 

are often unable to find suitable foods to a lack of labelling.  To have foods receive the Heart 

Foundation Tick they have to gonthrough certain tests and scrutinise and are only then certified 
through one company, which brings me to my second concern. 

Secondly, food that is certified for religious purposes such as halal or kosher need to have only one 

certifying body able to issue the certification.  Currently there are a number of companies and/or 

businesses that are performing halal certification on food in Australia.  They don’t all use the same 

symbol to indicate food is halal and often don’t even display the symbol at all making it difficult for 
consumers.   

Christians, Sikhs, Buddhists and other groups are religiously against the consumption of food that is 

prepared according to Muslim Sharia law and halal certified.  Yet in Australia, a country founded on 

Christian principles, makes it easier for a religious minority to eat food than for all other groups.  

Meat that has been killed according to halal requirements is killed in an inhumane manner and 

against the way the RSPCA would allow for meat in Australia. 

If food is to be halal certified it must have regulations surrounding it with only one certifying body 

and all food that is certified for religious purposes must be shown clearly on all food labelling.  This 
would allow customers to make their own informed choice to eat or not eat halal food.  

The Australian consumers pay a lot of money through halal certification on foods when they don’t 

want it or need it.  The head of the largest halal certification body in Australia made the comment 

that as soon as non-Muslims open a packet of halal certified food that it is no longer halal so why do 
we have to pay for halal certification? 
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From:  
Sent: Sunday, 5 July 2015 6:52 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal certification in Australia and why I don't support it.

To whom it may concern

RE: Inquiry into food certification schemes.

Formal Submission:

Thank you for giving me opportunity to express my personal views regarding Halal certification in
 Australia.

My name is Cassandra Hamel and I’m 36 years old, I’m married, have a little boy and a baby on
 the way. I’m a business owner of 2 companies and have a very strong education. I’m not
 religious but have my own spiritual views. My husband was a sheep farmer from Armidale
 before changing careers in the last 7 years.

One thing I’m passionate about is Australia, our freedoms, equality and treating animals and
 people with respect. I could write 20 pages explaining why I feel the Halal slaughter of animals is
 inhumane and why I’m shocked and personally saddened that after all the years of fighting for
 animal rights this practise is gaining more popularity in our abattoirs, unbeknown to most
 normal meat consumers. All because of Halal Certification for only 2% of the population
 religious needs. It’s heart breaking that after all these years of fighting and improving animals
 rights in this western country this can be completely disregarded and indeed hidden from
 consumers to the point that now all Coles & Woolworths meats are secretly Halal certified –
 BUT why would we know this? Why would we be given a consumer choice by labelling this meat
 Halal, OH no it has to be done in a hidden secret manner.

Over the last few weeks I downloaded an App called Buycott and started to scan my every day
 grocery products. Now I’m already Coeliac “Gluten Free” and so is my 3 year old son. Our
 grocery bill already exceeds approx $70 more than most of my friends as Gluten Free is always
 more expensive, sadly this isn’t a choice for our family and eating Gluten results in serious illness
 so we have no choice but to buy these products. This type of life style inhibits our daily food
 choices but I cannot express how angry I am to find out that a large percentage of our grocery
 products are also Halal certified. Now I’m a successful Business manager and have over 21 years
 of high level retail management experience so I certainly know how expenses are absorbed into
 the pricing of products that retails pricing has to be reflective of business costs if you don’t want
 to go out of business. I find it hilarious that most people who support Halal or rather think they
 do because they don’t want to be seen as Racist or a bigot truly believe that major companies
 simply absorb the cost of Halal certification and these costs are not passed onto the consumer.
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 These people certainly haven’t ever worked in retail or managed a business because this
 argument is completely naive.

In a country which is proud of its heritage, in a country who are trying to be one of the leaders in
 women’s equal rights, in a country which should be representing a firm stand on holding onto
 our core values and beliefs which have enabled us to life such a glorious life,  I feel all these
 things are in jeopardy right now. Now before you or anyone label me a racist or a bigot let me
 just say I have no problem with Muslims, I have no problem with a multicultural society but I do
 have a major problem with people who have no intention to integrating into the Australian way
 of life.

I don’t believe that we should change our way of living which is obviously attractive or why
 would people be coming to this country in the first place, to appease a culture which is
 completely the opposite of ours. Why should my groceries now have a hidden Halal symbol or
 no symbol displayed at all?? I’m not Muslim? I don’t believe in Halal slaughter, I find it repulsive,
 inhumane, degrading and I’m angry! No I’m furious that this is now the meat I’m secretly
 offered off the Coles shelf to appease less than 2% of the population just to make the Halal
 certifiers rich....... is this money passed onto the Australian people, of course not it is only given
 to the Muslim population, why on earth would they want to support the country they live in no,
 instead it is used for Muslim charities, mosques. So 98% of us pay for Halal certification in our
 Retail price and then not a cent of that money comes back to support us, why? Because we are
 Christian, Anglican, Hindus, Atheists????? Are we not deserving, you only have to read some of
 the tweets from the Mohamed Elmouelhy himself to hear why he already believes that Halal
 food will take over this country and we “Normal” Australians will be forced to eat it whether we
 like it or not or we will starve.

I recently expressed my opposing views on a face book advert for McDonalds apple pies which
 are now halal certified, I was called all the names under the sun simply because I expressed I
 didn’t feel it was required for such a product. Most argued that Muslims need to know that they
 can eat it as it doesn’t have pork in it? What a ridiculous argument I’m coeliac and have made it
 a day to day activity to read all labels before consuming a product, I eat lots of products which
 do not have a Gluten Free symbol on it by simply reading the ingredients. Why can’t Muslims do
 the same?? I’m sorry why on earth would a Apple pie have pork in it anyway???? It’s a apple pie
 for goodness sake. And why should pool salt, sauces, bread? Is it because of the milk products
 and they have to be blessed first???? My understanding of the difference between halal and
 haram is that Muslims are allowed to eat non-halal products if they conduct a blessing first, why
 on earth should everyday other Australians who are not Muslim pay for this blessing..... On this
 face book site, I was told “the blessing doesn’t change the taste”....again I’m not an idiot and
 realise that, but taste is the furthest thing from my argument, my concern is money, my concern
 is integration of people into Australian society, my concern is animal rights depleting at a rate of
 knots to appease 2% of the population, my concern is the attitude against people who oppose
 religious activities like Halal certification which have a direct effect on our everyday life and
 expenses. My concern is the deliberate non-labelling of products being Halal certified which
 results in consumers like myself standing for over 2 hours in a grocery store scanning every
 product they pick up to ensure they are not supporting a religion which isn’t their own. They do
 this not because they hate Muslims, they do this because they love Australia and they want to
 try to ensure their children have the same equal rights as they grow up in this country.



Why are school canteens only providing halal food, why are food packs sent overseas to our
 soldiers Halal appropriate? WHY ON EARTH are Anzac cookies halal certified. Why is my Gluten
 Free cookie from the local Cafe which already costs me $5.00 halal certified.... Why is my Gluten
 free bread which costs me nearly $7.00 halal certified?????????????? I’m don’t even have the
 right as a Australian consumer to buy another product, I guess coeliacs will be the first to starve
 if we continue to campaign again halal products? The only way we feel we can fight it is by not
 buying these products because if we speak up against it we will receive a tsunami of abuse
 stating we are racist & bigots.

I’m a proud white Australian woman and I’m worried about all of the above. I’m worried for my
 children, I’m worried about the secrecy, I’m worried about where this money goes to and who
 chooses what it is used for. I know most people jump on the band wagon that this money goes
 to fund terrorism, I think like all big business there can be a bad egg, I don’t believe all this
 money is funded for terrorism but I do feel it is funnelled in religious bias activities purely used
 just to support and growth of the Muslim communities. I hate how Muslims can now get
 housing loans tax free? We are continually told we need to support integration but housing
 loans tax free are the exact opposite of this is actually encouraging segregation. But this is a
 whole other argument entirely.

In summary
· I do not believe in halal slaughter of Australian animals in our Australian Abattoirs.
· I find it personally offensive and against my religion to be forced to eat these products

which do not have clear labelling
· I do not believe that 2% of the population should dictate what I eat and how much I pay

for it.
· I believe Halal certification costs are included in our retail pricing of our goods and this

affects all of Australian consumers
· I do not believe Halal certification is required for anything like bread, yoghurts, cheeses,

milk, pool salt, chocolates, confectionary etc
· I do not believe any animal in Australian should be slaughtered in the halal way
· I do not believe Halal certification should be applied to non-food items at all
· I do not believe that the majority of Australians understand the impact of Halal

certification
· I do not believe Halal certification is good for the economy except the Muslim

community themselves
· I’m concerned that all proceeds of Halal certification are only used for the Muslim

community and in fact funding a religion which is completely opposite to the Australian
way of life for the other 98% of the population.

· I’m concerned if we don’t take a stand now this countries way of life won’t be sustained
for the future.

· I’m deeply concerned that canteens in school only serve Halal certified foods? This
process is completely disrespectful to other peoples religions. Why are Muslims the only
people who have a religion which requires respect & understanding?

Thank you for taking the time to read my submission. I apologise if this isn’t the format which
 you require for a formal submission. This is the first I have written as I feel very passionate about
 this issue.



Kind Regards

Cassandra & Christopher Hamel 
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From:  
Sent: Sunday, 5 July 2015 8:33 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal certification

I am the addressee above but am sending this for my friend Johanna Munut
 who signed the petition from the Q Society but does not
 know how to do this.
Her daughter is married to my son and we share grandchildren. Doris Hicks,
 

Subject: Halal certification

My objection to halal certification can be summed up in one sentence:

If a Muslim is not satisfied that a meal is certified Halal he has only to pronounce
 ‘Bismillah’ over it and then he is free to eat it.

Why then is the community at large forced to pay millions of dollars for the item
 to be certified?

I am unhappy that merchandise and foodstuffs are not clearly labelled so we do
 not know whether or what we are paying for.

I cannot see the sense in items other than food stuffs being certified Halal.

I want to know where the money is going that is paid to Islamic organisations
 and to be assured it is not channelled back to ISIS.

You will note that I am referring only to Halal. This is because the practice is
 growing aggressively and I cannot see any harm in the others.

Finally I cannot see how Forward-thinking and established companies have
 allowed themselves to be drawn into paying millions of dollars

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au
mailto:Natasha.Rusjakovski@aph.gov.au
mailto:johannamunut@gmail.com


for what I consider to be a scam.

Sincerely

Johanna Munut 
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From: Philip Griffin 
Sent: Monday, 6 July 2015 9:44 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: halal certification

My objection to halal certification can be summed up in one sentence:

Why  is the community at large forced to pay millions of dollars for the item to
 be certified?

 I want to know that the money being paid for halal certification is not
 channelled to Muslim terrorist organisations . 

As Islamic races consider that our Western Style countries are corrupt, a] why
 the hell are they here and,  b] how are they allowed to practice such a corrupt
 practice as halal anyway.

Sincerely

R.P.Griffin
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From: Craig Litchfield  
Sent: Monday, 6 July 2015 10:27 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATION INQUIRY SUBMISSION

Dear Sir/ Madam,

Re:  Third Party Certification Scheme Inquiry

My submission is in regards to HALAL CERTIFICATION.

There seems to be quite a few different versions of HALAL especially for slaughter of animals.

Islamic HALAL Slaughter is where the poor animal is slaughtered with no stunning.  In
 Australia we have some abottoirs that have exemptions to our animal rights laws and do this
 slaughter.  I have not been able to find out what the volume of animal slaughter is or how
 many abattoirs have this exemption.  
I oppose this totally and feel the exemption clause should be removed and Australia should
 have better animal welfare rights, especially considering we have the ability to reduce the
 suffering of the animal.

Export / Domestic HALAL slaughter, this is where most abattoirs are certified and pay for
 certification as well as employ only muslim slaughter men, these abattoirs use reversible
 stun.   This supplies both the domestic market and the international market.   The majority of
 this market is not Muslims and in fact our largest importer of meat is the USA. 
I oppose this and feel reversible stun is cruel  as per the findings in the meat and livestock
 report on www.mla.com.au

The money the abattoirs pay for certification is quite significant, some reports have it at
 $27,000 per abattoir, per month, plus the added costs of employing muslim slaughter men
 this must be borne by the consumer and goodness knows food in Australia is very
 expensive.  But there are also the add on certification costs too, transport, etc etc.  All adding
 to the cost for the consumer to bear.

As a consumer of Australian lamb, beef, chicken, why should I have to pay more for my food
 to financially support an ideology that I dont believe in.
As an Australian I feel betrayed the government has sanctioned the loss of Australian
 Slaughter mens jobs, I feel betrayed the government has backed down on animal welfare
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 rights and I feel a minority is having an adverse effect on the Australian multicultural
 mindset.   HALAL needs to be removed from products in Australia. 

Regards

Signature ____________________

Craig Allan Litchfield
06/07/20015
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From: Rob Nicholls  
Sent: Monday, 6 July 2015 11:26 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Submission on food certification schemes

Dear Senate Standing Committee on Economics,

We note the terms of reference and wish to make a submission for your consideration.

As consumers we wish to be informed by labelling on food products we purchase if any
 fee is paid to a food certification scheme.

It is imperative consumers know by labelling so a choice can be made as to whether to
 purchase that product or not. 

That is proper disclosure and transparency.

Companies cannot be relied upon to voluntarily disclose this information. We have
 questioned some companies and have found evasion, defensiveness and even subtle
 accusation against us for seeking information on if and how much is paid to certify their
 products.

We therefore respectfully request the Committee to consider recommending to the
 Government that laws be introduced requiring appropriate labelling of food products
 clearly indicating what food certification schemes have been paid a fee for the
 certification of the product.

Yours faithfully,

Rob and Chris Nicholls, 
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From: traci koppen  
Sent: Monday, 6 July 2015 11:49 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third party certification enquiry submission

 6th day of July 2015

 Dear Sir/ Madam,

Please accept my submission to the third party certification enquiry .  My concern is
 with Halal  Certification, lack of clear and honest labelling that is evident on all
 packaging and the ritually slaughtered meat that is sold in many supermarkets
 (unlabelled) across Australia. I believe that Australia deserves the right to choose.

Halal literally means "permissible" in Arabic, and refers to food items that are permissible
 to consume under Sharia law, and Haram (lit. unlawful) refers to any substance not
 permitted to consume. A large percentage of the meat sold through our major food chains
 are considered Haram because they have been rejected as halal even though they have
 been ritually slaughtered.

It is my belief that Australia is governed by Australian Law and NOT Sharia Law. This applies
 to Muslims living in Australia as well.   If there are two sets of laws applying in Australia
 the population should be notified and we should be concerned as to what other laws
 according to sharia apply. I believe that people who come to Australia should abide by our
 laws and not expect laws from their original countries to be introduced into Australia.

According to the Australian Food and Grocery Council, Halal must be "free from any
 substance taken or extracted from a Haram animal or ingredient (e.g. pigs, dogs,
 carnivorous animals, animals not slaughtered in compliance with Islamic rites); made,
 processed, manufactured and/or stored by using utensils, equipment and/or machinery
 that has been cleaned according to Islamic law (e.g. not cleaned with alcohol); and free
 from contact with, or being close to, a Haram substance during preparation,manufacture,
 processing and storage (e.g. blood, alcohol, poisonous and intoxicating plants and insects
 such as worms and cockroaches)."[2]

The above paragraph (from Wikipedia) does not apply to a country that is not governed
 under sharia law. 
 According to the above, even trucks, packaging and storage of these items should be
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 certified! All conducted by a halal certified company. How far does this go if every
 stage of production and in each stage of preparation, manufacture processing and
 storage, the product cannot be in touch with people who are not muslim ( non muslims
 are haram). Many Australians are going to be out of work if this halal certification
 continues as abattoirs will only employ Muslims that are certified to commit the kills in
 accordance with sharia. Are we all going to be out of work with this strange
 certification?
  I also understand that Islam recognises there are different types of alcohol and Quran
 simply states it’s not for drinking, there is nothing in the Quran about alcohol for
 cleaning and that is  reflected in the fatwa issued here
 http://www.islamweb.net/emainpage/index.php?
page=showfatwa&Option=FatwaId&Id=100318 which states It is permissible to use
 alcohol for disinfecting and cleaning or mixing it with another product for this purpose
 in case of necessity. Or here http://www.islamweb.net/emainpage/index.php?
page=showfatwa&Option=FatwaId&Id=90939which states “We do not see any harm in
 using cleaning detergents which contain intoxicants”

Clear labelling of foods ensures that there is no need to certify a product that is
 naturally halal. It also gives the public the choice on wether they wish to purchase halal
 products. 

Australia is  a multi-race country, we are a melting pot of different cultures, what has
 happened in the past is those cultures have melted into the Australian lifestyle their foods
 and festivals have become entwined with other festivals and as a whole this has worked.
 We are a very accepting country ,willing to welcome all races with open arms. If the
 path of halal certification is followed without open and honest labelling we are setting this
 country up for many racially inspired problems and a secular community that does not
 integrate. Australia must set ground rules and boundaries now before it is too late. In
 places where segregation is not possible the process of integration has probably been
 quicker.   All of the migrants in the past have not tried to force their culture on us like
 Islam has.   With halal certification all of Australians are helping to finance their mosques
 and their Islamic schools, many of which have been linked to terror activities and suspect
 handling of funds.

Halal and Animal Cruelty

The Quaran states that animals should be tortured to death in full view of other animals to
 be slaughtered as to maximize the fear of the animal.
Prior to halal slaughter, our abattoirs employed non reversible stun slaughter. This gave us
 the best meat product with the least amount of suffering.   I can no longer find an abattoir
 that does non reversible stun slaughter or non-certified meat. Since when did we all have
 to eat under sharia law? Since when did we become such an inhumane society with no
 regard to the suffering of an animal in our pursuit of food? 
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Our constitution guarantee’s us the right to freedom of religion as Non Muslim I feel those
 rights are no longer guaranteed or protected by our government. We have lost our
 freedom of choice and isn't this exactly what our diggers fought for?

Then of course there is a question of where the money for certification goes. Shouldn't
 every Australian , given the happenings in the world, have a right to know where this halal
 certification money is going ?If it is paid by all Australians shouldn't it be going to many
 different schools and charities not just Islamic ones? The issue for me is I should not have
 to support any religious organisation should I chose not to.   In the case of halal, its
 impossible to make that choice as no meat is labelled and other food or medical products
 are not labelled or the labels are hidden.

All meats should be labeled RELIGIOUS KILL if they are slaughtered with no stun and HALAL
 SLAUGHTER for those slaughtered with reversible stun.  No stun slaughter should have
 strict head limits and be a percentage of the Islamic population of Australia. We should
 not allow no stun slaughter for exports, it is quite hypocritical to close live export trade
 because of the way our exported livestock is treated in other countries when we have
 allowed our own standards to become ancient and barbaric.This would also limit the
 number of jobs that need to have a practicing Muslim commit the slaughter.

ALL OTHER PRODUCTS CERTIFIED HALAL

Most muslims can eat everything, there are only very few things they are not allowed to
 eat so WHY is everything being halal certified?  Batteries, tampons and cat food to name a
 few. If the government cannot stop this then the government should make it so labeling is
 large and bold so even older people can see that a product is halal certified and money is
 going back to an islamic organisation. 

Despite what the organisers of HALAL want, halal does not mean its a pure food or its a
 good quality food.  In fact to me it means the opposite (think blueberries from china) so  I
 want to see LARGE and HONEST labelling. This gives all Australians back their RIGHT to
 CHOOSE.

I trust the inquiry will take a hard look at the halal industry and decide that we Australians
 do NOT live under sharia law and halal certification has NO PLACE in Australia.

Regards
Traci Koppen 

 PH: 
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From:  
Sent: Monday, 6 July 2015 11:52 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: LABELING and CETIFICATION SCHEMES

PLEASE WITHHOLD MY IDENTITY

Dear Senate Committee Members

Food safety in Australia is second to none in the world,so the need for halal
 certification is an unnecessary burden on producers and consumers of food
 products in the domestic market.

Even on the world market,as pointed out by our Prime minister in news
 interviews,the world is hungry for the best food this country can produce,some the
 best in the world.

IF I am a fundamentalist muslim and unsure about any food products I wish to
 consume,all I need do is recite a prayer over the food to make it acceptable,as is
 written in the Holy Koran,the food then becomes halal . A bit like Christians when
 they say Grace before meal,they say it out of thanks to God and do not wish to
 force Cannon law or an unjust religious tax on people who follow a different
 course in life.

To force the greater population of Australians to bow to SHARIA LAW by forcing
 them to purchase halal products is wrong. We do not belong or wish to subscribe
 to the Islamic life style.

There are many halal certified products on supermarket shelves that are not
 MARKED or LABELLED as such. Producers fear the loss of sales or at being
 outed on social media as Islamic supporters, so do not mark there products
 correctly. I waste time searching online for halal products. I do not buy products
 that are clearly marked with a logo belonging to one of the many different halal
 certifiers. I do not swap my choice of product I simply do without,as do many
 acquaintances.

I hope that this Senate inquiry will make a finding in the favour of the greater
 majority of Australians and not be swayed by the few who control the unwanted
 halal certification scheme. The choice of the majority should be the rule. To each
 his own!

So please stop the forced halal certification of products. LABEL PRODUCTS
 CORRECTLY and HONESTLY, let us see what we are buying. Take away halal
 and reduce producers overheads and make products cheaper and ultimately
 increase sales.
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I would question who these certification people are and what their intentions are.

I would also like to know how all the funds raised by dubious schemes are used
 and if there is tax paid on them or not. 

Kind regards



ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 489

Submission Details: Mr Mark Brown







ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 490

Submission Details: Ms Sandra Street









ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 491

Submission Details: Ms Christine  Randle



















ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 492

Submission Details: Mr Jon Matthews





From: Jon Matthews  
Sent: Monday, 6 July 2015 4:31 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Senate inquiry into food certification schemes

Dear Senate, hello,

I am writing about my concerns relative to food certification schemes, in particular, the halal
 certification scheme regarding certification fees paid by food producers and manufacturers and the
 potential for this to impact on prices for consumers.
It appears to me all other certification schemes may have little or no effect on pricing and may have
 good reason for the certification like organic and genetically modified labelling for consumer benefit.
The labelling for this certification is clear and openly displayed on all relative products.
It would seem apparent halal certified products are not always labelled and are not always obvious.

If observant Muslims insist on special rituals and halal certification for their food, then Islamic
 community organizations should provide these services and cover the fees and extra expenses for
 our suppliers.
This should not be imposed onto others.

From the list of major food companies that “pay” for halal certification of their products, let alone all
 the other smaller companies, it is fact that the global market for halal certification is in the trillions of
 dollars and growing fast. Where does this obscene amount of money go ??

All products and services from halal-certified suppliers should be clearly labelled by one standard
 symbol so consumers can recognize the products and services that come from halal-certified
 sources.
Australian consumers can then make a conscious decision.

Not to mention halal certification is a load of nonsense and totally unnecessary in this modern world.

Regards

Jon Matthews
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From:   
Sent: Monday, 6 July 2015 5:46 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Fw: Halal Certification to Senate

Senate Standing Committees on Economics
PO Box 6100
Parliament House,
Canberra ACT 2600
economics.sen@aph.gov.au

Dear Senate,
It is with great concern we are writing this letter to you
 and the Committees.
We seek labelling requirements of food certification as
 there is insufficient information for consumers to make
 purchasing decisions, and being compelled to contribute to
 unnecessary increase in pricing in halal products, which
 does not apply to ALL consumers of other religious beliefs!

And, for information on certificate processes, fees and
 financial records of such.

We are also highly concerned about labelling of ALL GMO
 products.
Kindly give your utmost consideration to this letter,

Thanking you,
Best Regards,
Ester and Don B
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From: David Cartledge 
Sent: Tuesday, 7 July 2015 7:28 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATE FOOD INQUIRY

Senate Inquiry into Food Certification Schemes

Halal certification in Australia.

My concern regarding labeling is with HALAL.  I would like to know why companies are
 certifying their products then not labeling them so their target customer base knows they
 are halal.  Surely this defeats the purpose of certifying ones product!

We have the situation in Australia where almost all meat and all chicken are HALAL
 slaughtered and HALAL certified.   According to the latest livestock studies this is not the
 best way of slaughtering meat and it doesnt give the best product.   I would also like to
 point out having only muslim slaughter men is against our discrimination laws.

But no meats in the supermarkets nor the butchers are marked HALAL.   I would imagine
 its because the individual butcher also sells pork however it doesnt change the fact meat
 was slaughtered with halal methods and a certifiying fee was charged on that meat.   As a
 customer who wishes to avoid supporting companies who pay these fees how do I know
 which meat is not halal slaughtered?    All meats need to be labeled in a TRUE manner so
 if the animal has been slaughtered with no stun the label should read  RELIGIOUS KILL
 if the animal has been slaughtered with the halal export acceptable method it should read
 HALAL SLAUGHTERED.   It is this way that people can make an informed choice.

I would also like to draw the inquiries attention to all packaged food that is now being
 certified halal, we have almost all milks all sugars, salt, flour, cleaning products, the list
 goes on and on but as an example I will list some below.

Brownes Milk (Regular, Hilo, Skim, Premium Cafe 2L), Sour : Dairy Dairy Farmers Milk
 : Dairy Devondale Milk and Cheese : Dairy Family Choice Milk : Dairy Farmdale Aldi
 Milk : Dairy

It really depends on the supplier, some do pay for certification and some don't according to
 Aldi Farmhouse Gold Milk : Dairy Fleurieu Milk and Yogurt Company Milk and Yoghurt
 : Dairy Food Works Milk : Dairy Gippy Milk : Dairy Harris Farm Milk, yoghurt : Dairy
 Hasting's Dairy Co-op Milk, yoghurt and cheese : Dairy Homebrand Milk : Dairy IGA
 Milk : Dairy Liddells Milk, Cream, Cheese : Dairy

Lactose Free Cheese, Lactose Free Cream, Lactose Free Milk (variety) Longwarry Food
 Park Milk, cheese, cream : Dairy Milky Way (Mars) Chocolates : Confectionery Mooloo
 Milk : Dairy Organic Dairy Farmers Milk, cheese, cream, butter, yoghurt : Dairy Paul's
 Milk, cream, sour cream, yoghurt : Dairy

All products with gelatine are halal certified. PhysicalMilk : DairyPure OragnicMilk :
 DairyRevMilk : DairySmarter WhiteMilk : DairyTrimMilk : DairyZymilMilk : Dairy
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 Allowrie Butter Butter : Dairy Beautifully Butterfully Aldi Butter : Dairy Buttercup
 Crumpets, Piklets : Bakery Country Gold Butter Blend Butter, Margarine : Dairy Golden
 Churn Butter Butter : Dairy Just Organic Aldi Butter : Dairy Lurpak Butter : Dairy Red
 Feather (Ballantyne) Butter Products : Dairy Western Star Butter : DairyAustralian Lake
 Salt WA Salt Group Salt : Baking Products Mermaid Salt : Baking Products Olsson\'s Salt
 Salt : Baking Goods Saxa Salt Salt : Baking Products

en Furney Flour : Baking Products

Other products that the company is unwilling to disclose at present. Manildra Flour
 MillFlour : Baking ProductsWestern MillingFlour : Baking Products

Bakers Biscuits Biscuits : Biscuits Baumann's Biscuits Biscuits : Biscuits Byron Bay
 Cookies Cookies and Biscuits : Biscuits Emu Bottom Biscuits Anzac Biscuits : Biscuits
 Fantastic Rice Crackers, Square Rice Crackers. : Biscuits Ital Biscuits: Toscani,
 Fiorentini, Europeans : Biscuits Kez's Almond Bread, Cookies, Biscuits : Biscuits
 Naturally Good Biscuits and Snacks : Biscuits

See their website for specific items Old Colonial Cookie Company, The Cookies and
 Biscuits : Biscuits Oreo Biscuits : Biscuits Pyotts Biscuits : Biscuits Sunrice Savoury Rice
 Cakes : Biscuits

The sweet ones are not halal certified. Sunrice Rice Cakes Rice Cakes : Biscuits

All original and savoury flavours. TridentRice Crackers : BiscuitsTuckers Natural
 Gourmet CrackersCrackers : BiscuitsWholesome BakeBiscuits : Biscuits

Cobalt (peppermint) : Confectionery 5 Electro (spearmint) : Confectionery 5 Electro
 (spearmint) : Confectionery 5 Pulse (tropical fruit) : Confectionery 5 Tempest
 (watermelon) : Confectionery 5 Zing (bubblegum) : Confectionery AntiOx Chocolates
 and Snack Bars : Confectionery Belgian, The Chocolates : Confectionery Buderim Ginger
 Buderim Gingerbons, Chews, Ginger, Bears : Confectionery Duc d'O Chocolate seashells,
 Truffles : Confectionery Duc d'O Chocolate Les Manons : Confectionery Eclipse Mints
 Black Chill, Cinnamon, Orange, Peppermint, Spearmi : Confectionery Extra (Wrigleys)
 Blueberry, Freedent, Spearmint, Strawberry (tab on : Confectionery Ferndale
 Confectionary Sugar-free Kopiko® coffee drops : Confectionery Fyna Licorice Licorice,
 Lolloies : Confectionery Galaxy Chocolate (Mars) Chocolate : Confectionery Grans'
 Fudge : Confectionery Guylian Chocolates : Confectionery Hubba Bubba Chunk -
 Seriously Strawberry : Confectionery Kopiko Sugar Free Coffee Drops : Confectionery
 M&M's (Mars) Chocolates : Confectionery Maltesers (Mars) Chocolates : Confectionery
 Mars Bounty : Confectionery Mars Dove Chocolate : Confectionery Mars Bar (Mars)
 Chocolates : Confectionery Mentos Lollies and Mints : Confectionery Milky Way (Mars)
 Chocolates : Confectionery Nestle Chocolates Nestle : Confectionery Nestlé Chocolates :
 Confectionery PK (Chewing Gum) Blue and Mint : Confectionery Pods (Mars) Pods
 Chocolate : Confectionery Skittles Fruits and Littles : Confectionery Smooze Fruit Ice :
 Confectionery Snickers (Mars) Chocolates : Confectionery Sweet William Chocolates :
 Confectionery Toblerone Chocolates : Confectionery Twix (Mars) Chocolates :
 Confectionery Well Naturally Chocolates : Confectionery

No Added Sugar Milk Chocolates, Sugar Free Dark Chocolates. Whittakers Chocolates -
 All except Rum and Raisin : Confectionery Wrigleys See Extra, Hubba Bubba, PK and
 Skittles : Confectionery

As a consumer, I have purchased halal choices phone app and i can assure you NONE of
 the products above have been included in my shopping list in the last 7 months since I



 found out about what I consider a huge scam.   All of these products should carry a huge
 HALAL label big enough for older people to see however the packets are so small thats
 not possible. 

It is my understanding and granted im not a scholar of Islam but my understanding is
 Sharia law is the legal arm of Islam and when living in an islamic land where Sharia law
 is deemed to be the legal framework of that country that is what everyone abides by. 
 However,  we are NOT living under sharia, we do not have a pluristic legal framework in
 this country (even though AFIC has tried to have sharia legalised)  but the fact is we are
 not under sharia and HALAL does not legal apply to muslims living in Australia.  So why
 are we suffering with halal certification?

I understand from AFIC websites and other Islamic websites the money collected through
 the HALAL scheme is used to build more mosques as well as look after the current ones,
 it pays for Islamic colleges and schools (as well as us the taxpayers funding them) and yet
 STILL mosques call for donations to build new mosques and schools.  So where DOES
 the halal money go?   I have read an abattoir was quoted $27,000 a month to be certified..
 where does THAT money go?

I ask the government to do the will of the people and get rid of HALAL foods out of
 Australia just like they have in Sri Lanka. 

Thankyou 
Signed 
David Gray Cartledge 

Ph 
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From: Keith and Joan Drake  
Sent: Tuesday, 7 July 2015 9:39 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Food Certification Schemes

Dear Committee Members,

Can you please take the following comments/concerns on board when looking into Food
 Certification Schemes in Australia.

1. Labelling on products that are “halal” must be clear and obvious so that
consumers know what they are buying and therefore can make a decision as to
whether they want to purchase or not.

2. When manufacturers pay a fee for a product to be “halal” what impact does this
have on the end price paid by the consumer.

3. How many cases are there where consumers are forced to buy a product that is
(for example) “halal” when no alternative “non halal” of the same product is
available to purchase.

The big concern with Food Certification Schemes is the issue of freedom of choice for the
 consumer.

Kind Regards

Keith & Joan Drake
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Senate Inquiry Submission.      7th  July 2015

This is a Submission to the Senate Inquiry into the Third party certification of food 
Certification. 

This submission is specifically concerned with:
1. The proliferation and legitimacy of Halal certification.
2. The associated licensing, labelling, costs, and impacts on Australian society.

Submission summary: 
 Halal Certification has no place in Australians Multi Culture Society as it divides our

community on religious grounds. In other words it is Religious Discrimination
 These Halal Certifiers are claiming that everything is Haram unless THEY declare it to be Halal. This

is reverse of what the Qur'an teaches. The Qur'an teaches everything is Halal except for four 
items.

 A true Muslim will tell you it is blasphemy to make profit from the word of the Qur’an.
 Halal Certification is an expensive and recurring cost to Australian businesses and consumers.
 Halal Certification is claimed to be a religious requirement for the benefit of Australian

Muslims who only comprise 2.2% of the Australian population at the last census. (ABS 2011)
 Halal Certification does not consider the beliefs of the other 97.8% of the Australian Citizens.

We the Australian Citizen are offended by halal certification, nor do we want to pay money to an
ideology that is so different to our way of life and our Constitution.

 Consuming Halal Certified goods under the certification scheme is in our view is a confirmation
of submission to the compliance and acceptance of Sharia Law.

 In Our view it is a breach of the Australian Constitution and a failure of the Australian
Government to protect Section 116 . The Commonwealth shall not make any law for
establishing any religion, or for imposing any religious observance! Department of Agriculture
has already violated Section 116  of the Australian Constitution with the Australian
Government Authorised Halal Program.

 International Muslim researchers and scholars and Imams have declared that Halal
certification is unnecessary and unlawful because the Halal certifiers are making their own laws
above those of Allah’s. This is called ‘Bid'ah’ (unlawful)

 It really is quite a simple issue for the Government to solve just have the balls to Govern for the
Majority not the minority.

 In comparison, there are many other religions in our multicultural society that do not force their beliefs
upon the Australian citizen. In fact Halal certification is anathema to many citizens, whether they be
Christians, Jews, Buddhists or Atheists. Hindus and Sikhs are strictly forbidden from eating Kutha
meats (meats slaughtered in the Muslim way). Ref: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kutha_meat

Preamble
My Submission to the Inquiry is on Halal Certification as it has been forced upon the Australian Community 
by the religious beliefs of some of the Islamic Community, when in fact that there is no need for it. The fact is 
that Halal Certification is not supported in the Qur'an or in Shari'a Law. 
Australian Bureau of Statistics for 2011 show that 2.2% of Australian Citizens are Islamic And the other 
97.8% of Australian Citizens do not require Halal Certification. 
In that 2.2% of Australian Citizens who are Islamic scholars who understand the requirements of the Qur'an do 
not need it also. 

In this Submission I intend to show the Committee the following facts as to what is in the Qur'an, the Muslim 
Holy Book.

(1)   Australian Politicians and Citizens in general do not understand Islam and what Muslims are, and believe. 
This is the reason that we now are faced with this Halal Certification Problem and the many other 
problems that go along with not understanding. To be a Muslim is to believe and accept that Mohammed 
was a perfect Human Being and that the Qur'an is Allah's holy book and is to be obeyed at all cost. The 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kutha_meat
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Australian Citizen and a few Politicians are starting to wake up to the fact that Halal Certification is not 
supported in the Qur'an or in Shari'a Law. 

Halal Certification has no part in Australian Culture. It is divisive between the Australian Citizen and the 
Australian Muslim.  It is also divisive between the Australian Muslims from those who know and believe 
that the Qur'an is Allah's word and should not be added upon and those Muslims who do not know. 
Why is Halal Certification prevalent here in Australia? One reason is that Islamic religious zealots and 
theological ideologies are deliberately promoting confusion about halal to sow discord and resentment 
and to make a lot of money out of it.

(2)   Please Note
What the Quran has to say on what foods are Lawful for a Muslim to eat
In our personal research into the Qur'an ( Islam's Holy Book) which Muslims believe is the unadulterated 
word of  Allah. We cannot find any quotes to support Halal Certification. The Qur'an in fact states that all 
food is already Halal:

Qur’an 5:5   “Today, all good food is made lawful for you. The food of the people of the scriptures (Jews   
& the Christians) is lawful (halal) for you “……

Qur'an 16:114  "Therefore, you shall eat from Allah 's provisions  everything that is lawful and good, and be     

appreciative of Allah's blessings, if you do worship Him alone." 

Qur'an 53:39  "Every human being is responsible only for his own works."

The Qur'an makes it clear that every human being is responsible only for his own works, in other words the 

utterance of God's name should be before eating and not before killing the animal .

The individual prayer just prior to actual consumption makes the meat fit — halal — to eat.

       With  the exception of that which is Haram. (forbidden) There are only four meats forbidden :   

Qur’an 5:3   “ Prohibited for you are animals that die of themselves, blood, the meat of pigs, and 

animals dedicated to other than Allah.”

The individual prayer just prior to actual consumption makes the meat fit — halal — to eat.

But when we analyse the Quranic verses we find that these Halal Certifiers sellers are in fact deceiving the 

uninformed Muslims into believing that their meat is the only halal meat for the Muslims when they, The 

Halal Certifiers certify it, where the Qur’an States all food is Halal except animals that die themselves. 

Blood, the meat of pigs and animals dedicated to other than Allah. 

Terms of Reference 1  The extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia 
including, but not limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-
modified food and general food safety certification schemes.

The extent of food certification schemes and certifiers is shown by the number of Halal Certifiers and 
the numbering on their Halal Certificates. The Halal Certification on the Scholle Industries No. is 
SC1080914 ( shown on Page 6 ). Halal certification is no longer about what’s permissible for Muslims, but is 
now about branding and stamping by Islamic certifiers for the Financial benefit of the Halal Certifiers. Proof 
of this we have shown in our Terms of Reference 5 section.

 I support the freedom of religious groups to access food and other products that meet with the requirements of 
their faith, But I are also very concerned about the massive growth of so called the Shari'a Law compliant 
products ( halal Certified ) being sold to all Australians, whatever their faith, often without being informed or 
consulted. This started with Meat Products and has now spread to nearly all Food Producing Manufacturing 
Companies. Even Plastic Packaging, Food transport companies, Pharmaceutical's Companies and Oil base 
Products.
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I have to do a massive amount of research to find out what is halal certified and what is not. I have had to 
change my diet substantially to match my findings as I will not support these companies by buying their 
products.

Terms of Reference 2   Current Labelling requirements of food certification schemes.

Current labelling is not sufficient as many Australians Citizens now believe that by buying Halal certified 
products they are supporting the religious beliefs of a small minority. If the Australian Citizen wish to avoid 
such products they must scrutinise the label of everything they purchase, which is frustrating and time-
consuming. Worse still it seems that some companies deliberately omit evidence of their participation in Halal 
certification so as to not offend non-Muslims who are the minority of their customers.   

I enjoy good clean tucker that’s already strictly regulated by our Australian Food Standards Codes 
under Australian law - the Legislative Instruments Act of 2003. We do not need a another set of Food 
Standards imposed on us by these  Islamic scammers that over rides our food standard laws and lets them 
make money from all Australians. This is the thin edge of the implication of Shari'a Law in Australia because 
it is over riding Australian Law.

I will not to pay for halal products when a proportion of my money is being scammed from us and will go to 
an Islamic moneyman for Halal certification. It offends us that some Australian Food processors  pay for Halal 
Certification but do not display any Certification Emblems on their Packaging. Is this to hide this fact from 
non-Muslims who are trying to avoid buying Halal Certified Products? This is deceit and disgraceful.

Australia, however, still has no regulation of the halal certification ‘industry’. Unqualified Muslims are 
allowed to proliferate and prosper at the expense of mostly non-Islamic consumers. And the government 
appoints not one of them! Halal certification in Australia is entirely unregulated and runs rampant through our 
consumer markets. In Australia it is now believed that over 500 companies are now paying insidious halal 
certification fees. The Australian website a good resource for revealing companies and brands in the domestic 
market that are Halal certified is: http://www.halalchoices.com.au/ 

Terms of Reference 3   The need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay 
certification fees.

There is a fundamentalist halal Trojan horse in our midst, and we must take corrective action. I believe that it 
is high time that our Government  got rid of this Trojan Horse. If the government decide not to get rid of this 
Trojan Horse then at least:.

Make it mandatory that all Halal certified products be clearly and prominently labelled so as to give 
consumers a choice of whether to buy the product or not.

As Australians we want to see full transparency when we go to the supermarket. We want to know the true 
provenance of the food we buy, and it’s essential that businesses start labelling food better and more 
accurately. 
These Companies now complying to Islams Shari'a Law which they do not understand. The Qura'n does not 
require ( Halal Certification ) and our Australian Food Laws are sufficient protection. This places the Islamic 
Halal Certifiers above our Australian Food Laws because they have added to our Australian Food Laws.

I will not to pay for halal products when a proportion of my money is being scammed from us and will go to 
an Islamic moneyman for Halal certification. It offends us that some Australian Food processors  pay for Halal 
Certification but do not display any Certification Emblems on their Packaging. Is this to hide this fact from 
non-Muslims who are trying to avoid buying Halal Certified Products? This is deceit and disgraceful.    
Australia’s halal certifiers are growing like weeds through our economy, reaping billions at the cost of the 
consumer and taxpayer, certifying anything and everything that moves, or doesn’t move. 

Terms of Reference 4   Whether current schemes provide enough information for 
Australian consumers.

http://www.halalchoices.com.au/
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There is very little information available to the Australian Consumer and what little is available is 
usually requires a lot of searching on the Internet and for those who do not have the Internet find out 
even less. One has to spend a lot time and searching for products that are not halal certified on the 
internet before going to the supermarket shelves to find food suitably for our requirements.

 One only has to talk to the Australia Consumer to receive a reply." I have no idea what you are 
taking about", "too far over my head" and the best of all, "I believe that the government will look 
after me and would not let it happen."

Terms of Reference 5  Details regarding certification fees paid by food processors and/or
manufactures, and for the potential for these to impact on prices to consumers

(1)   The cost of Halal Certification is a such a big expense for food processors that it inevitably adds to their 
production costs. An Australian High Court decision which clearly shows the cost of Halal Certification 
to Business, Food Processors and Suppliers 

(2)   The Number of Times a product requires Halal Certification
        The Australian High Court decision in the case FCA 614 Fedcourt  Federal Court of Australia , File No. 

NSD 1822 of 2013 and File number NSD 2107 of 2013. Both these court cases were heard together at the 
same time. The judgement handed down by Judge:  J. PERRAM on 13th June 2014 clearly shows in part 
the number of times that the food has to be declared halal under the Halal Certification Scheme as it 
moves through the production chain from farm to consumer. The products was initially purchased from 
Steggles the Chicken Processor which was certified halal by the Australian Federation of Islamic 
Councils. Further products were purchased from YCC Poultry which was by certified by Halal 
Certification Authority Pty Limited from which Quality Kebabs the Wholesaler obtained its poultry from. 
This also requires Halal Certification which Quality Kebabs did not have. The Kebab shop owners the 
Sofra Pizza Pide & Kebab House had become a customer of Quality Kebabs also required Halal 
Certification, which it also did not have, before they can sell it to the public as a halal food. 

In other words each time the product changes hands it requires Halal Certification and a fee to be paid to 
the Halal Certifier. This must add sufficiently to the cost of our food production and enrich the Halal 
Certifiers further. there are also regulations on how these products are transported, which also adds to the 
cost

(3)   The High Cost of Halal Certification 
An example of these cost were brought out in the above High Court Case.
This also highlights the giant pyramid style scheme that Halal Certification is in this country.
These High Court Documents show that had these two small kebab retail outlets paid for the halal 
certification it would have cost them $5000.00 each per year. This goes go up every year, 
see below. Quite an overhead for a small business.
Quality Kebabs the supplier to the above two kebab retailers claimed that he had Halal Certification,

 Mr. El-Mouelhy's of The Halal Certification Authority Pty Limited documentary evidence was his fee 
( without GST ) to the Wholesales was $27,090 in 2012, $33,580 in 2013 and $34,510 in 2014.
What the court documents don't address is the fact that Quality Kebabs would have to get their 
supplies from a halal certified supplier.  If you look at the Internet you will find that some meat works
are paying $27,000 Per Month for Halal Certification. You cannot tell me that these companies 
absorb these massive cost, it is a large overhead and would be added to their cost which then passed
 on to you the consumer.

(4)   Summing up of these costs
The Chicken Processor needs Halal Certification ( Costs Not Known ) The Chicken Wholesaler needs 
Halal Certification ( $34,510 per year ) and the Retailer also needs Halal Certification ( $5000 per year ) 
before the product can be sold as Halal Certified.  The Transport Company ? Chicken Grower, Chicken  
Food Supplier?

You will find this Court Judgement At: FCA 614 Fedcourt  Federal Court of Australia
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http://www.judgments.fedcourt.gov.au/judgments/Judgments/fca/single/2014/2014fca0614

(5)   Recently we read the following article about a South Australian Dairy Company that pulled its 
Halal Certification.

Updated 9 Nov 2014, 3:30pm
Fleurieu Milk and Yoghurt Company loses $50,000 contract to supply Emirates Airlines with 
yoghurt

       Nick Hutchinson, Sales and marketing manager for Fleurieu Milk and Yoghurt Company
The company began about eight years ago, and about two years ago was presented with the 
opportunity to begin supplying Emirates with yoghurt.
But in order to secure the contract the company had to pay a $1,000 fee to become Halal 
certified.
Is this not bribery or extortion or both? Why was not Emirates and the Halal Certifier 
charge for breaking Australian  Law

(6)   Plastic Products also need Halal Certification
On top of this you will find that the Transport Company also needs Halal Certification to carry the 

       Halal Certified food, The Plastic Packeting Company ( made from Oil ) and so its goes on.

A South Australian company is paying one of many competing Islamic Halal Certification “services” 
(AFIC) an undisclosed monthly fee for its seal of approval. But Scholle Industries Pty Ltd, based in 
Elizabeth, is a  manufacturer of plastic packaging (plastic is derived from oil) 
Farcical Halal certification is being exposed as nothing more than an extortion racket adding to the cost of 
almost every type of purchase and governments are failing to act to protect Australians and our 
Constitution from this Islamic curse on our retail trade for fear of an Islamic electoral backlash. Halal 
certification is no longer about what’s permissible for Muslims, but is now about branding and stamping 
by Islamic certifiers for the financial benefit of the certifiers.

An Australian developer and manufacturer of sustainable plastics and packaging has received Halal 
certification for a new range of resins.
Cardia Bioplastics has derived its range of Biohybrid resins from renewable products, which now have 
formal acknowledgement of compliance with Islamic laws surrounding safety and quality.
Cardia Managing Director Dr Frank Glatz said the certification, announced today on the Australian Stock 
Exchange (ASX), is a “commercial milestone” for the company.

Terms of Reference 6   The importance of food certification schemes in relation to the 
export market access and returns to producers.

http://www.judgments.fedcourt.gov.au/judgments/Judgments/fca/single/2014/2014fca0614
http://www.judgments.fedcourt.gov.au/judgments/Judgments/fca/single/2014/2014fca0614
http://www.judgments.fedcourt.gov.au/judgments/Judgments/fca/single/2014/2014fca0614
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Let Those who want Halal Certification Pay for they want and do not force their requirements and 
cost on others who do not require these expensive certification certificates. This is very 
UnAustralian. This should also apply to any other types of certificates that adds cost to food chain.    
We object to the use of Muslim-only slaughtermen & Meat Inspectors because this is Discrimination in the 
Australian workforce. In my view it is a breach of the Australian Constitution and a failure of the 
Australian Government to protect Section 116 . The Commonwealth shall not make any law for 
establishing any religion , or for imposing any religious observance!.

  Here is Proof that Halal Certification is imposing religious Observance on all Australians and in 
breach of the Australian Constitution. under section 116

Australia was the first non-Muslim country to place Halal certification under legislation and, according to the 
Australian Halal Food Directory, there are currently four recognised certifying bodies in Australia for Halal 
food.

Department of Agriculture.gov.au  Meat Notice 2009/08: Australian Government Authorised 
Halal Program - guidelines for the preparation, identification, storage and certification for export 
of halal red meat and red meat products.
Last notice on this issue: 2004/07
Date of Effect:  01 June 2009
Date of Expiry: Until further notice  section 5.2 of the above meat notice  
Only authorised Muslim slaughtermen can perform the halal slaughtering procedure for halal 
products. It is the competent Islamic slaughtermanâ responsibility for identifying halal or non-
halal carcasses in accordance with the procedures that are approved within the arrangement.

The following are extracts from:
THE ISLAMIC COUNCIL OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA (ICWA). ICWA – HALAL GUIDELINES. INTRODUCTION

RULES FOR MUSLIM SLAUGHTERMEN REGISTRATION:

All new applicants for registration must be practising Muslims (such as observing five daily prayers, Friday 
prayer once a week, and avoiding the haram or forbidden things), reputable persons of good character, 
allowed to work in Australia, financial members of an Islamic Society and known to at least two prominent 
Australian Muslims who are prepared to write a reference about them. All Halal Slaughtermen will register 
with ICWA annually and obtain an Identity Card (I.D.) before they can Halal Slaughter.
Payment of prescribed registration fee.
Carry I.D. at all times while doing Halal Slaughter.
 Registration as ICWA slaughtermen depends on approval of the person concerned by the ICWA Halal 
Committee.  The actual registration as ICWA slaughtermen is done by the AUS-MEAT.  This registration 
depends entirely on the approval stroke recognition of the persons concerned by the ICWA.  Since it is 
ICWA approval which is sought, ICWA reserves the right to refuse approval of an application.
The abattoirs or factory must be under the close and constant supervision of a religious organisation, 
namely ICWA.
The premises, machinery and equipment must be classed according to Islamic Shariah (law) before 
any production takes place.

http://www.agriculture.gov.au/export/food/meat/elmer-3/notices/2009/mn09-08

Terms of Reference 7   The extent and adequacy of information available to the public 
about certifiers, but not limited to, certification processes, fees, financial records; and related 
matters.
Any related matters. 
 Current information about certifiers is quite inadequate. What qualifications are required to 
certify products as organic or halal? In relation to halal, it appears that a number of certifiers 
are self-appointed.

In the Q'ran (Koran) Mohammed, when speaking about Halal in food, ( In general every food is 
considered lawful in Islam unless it is specially prohibited by the Qur’an )
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only mentioned meat and intoxicating beverages, not all these other food products etc that the 'certifiers are 
charging fees for. Charging Halal certifying fees is a modern scam only in existence since the 1960's, but 
didn't really take off until the 1980's when certain Muslim groups realised what huge profits can be made. 
Muslims for 1400 years have known what is Halal and what is not and don't need labelling to tell them what 
they can eat. If in doubt, a Muslim only has to say over the food, “Bismillah” (in the name of God) and then 
three times “Allahu akbar” (God is greatest) to make the food Halal.
 According to an article written by GEOFF CHAMBERS, NEIL KEENE & JOE HILDEBRAND  in THE 
DAILY TELEGRAPH  JUNE 02, 2015 12:00AM

 Halal certifiers listed as charities and claiming tax breaks
Financial statements reveal organisations make large profits

The Supreme Islamic Council of Halal Meat in Australia (SICHMA), which has a partnership with Coles, and 
Australian Federation of Islamic Council (AFIC) each collect close to $1 million per year from halal 
operations. As listed charities, both are eligible to receive GST concessions, income tax exemptions and the 
FBT rebate. SICHMA received more than $1.5 million last year from certification income and halal audits, 
adding to assets worth more than $1.5 million.

Extra Notes:
Halal food was lawfully mandated for Muslims for good health between the 7th and 10th Century when Islam 
was founded. There were no refrigerators, preservatives or health department regulations or inspectors. Halal 
was a guide to food cleanliness.
Being Muslim is a way of life from worship, Shari'a law, holy war  ( jihad ), to politics and eating. It’s an 
holistic ideology. Eating is simply a part of this faith. 
Although eating halal foods is the pursuit of Muslims, certification fees are not part of Islamic teachings in the 
Qur'an. Many Muslims say their religion has been exploited to make profits for greedy individuals. They have 
a deep distrust of certifiers’ motives. Halal certification has more in common with money and marketing and 
less to do with Islamic purity. 

There is also a major problem in the Muslim religious belief and that is they are allowed to lie. This is called  
Taqiyya and Kitman  as long as it to further the cause of Islam and the implication of Sharia Law as before 
quoted.
 Qur'an 8:30—And (remember) when the unbelievers plotted deception against you (O Muhammad), to 
imprison you, or kill you, or expel you. They plotted deception, but Allah also plotted deception; and Allah is 
the best of deceivers. 

The following extracts are from an article written by Dr Taj Hagey is a British based Sunni Muslim, an 
Imam, Islamic scholar and educator. He is the Chairman of the Muslim Educational Centre of Oxford and 
on 9th May 2014 he wrote:
Note : This article was written for the British Public but it is also very applicable to the Australian Public.
Now it turns out that the meat in many supermarkets is also halal — though there is no recognisable label 
to indicate this fact to consumers.
It’s unfair to everyone, non-Muslims and Muslims alike. It’s deception on a grand scale for the former, 
while it could fuel bitter resentment against the latter.
Furthermore, the idea that Muslims cannot eat non-halal food — food that is suitable for Christians — is 
completely wrong, and it has no theological basis in the Koran, the supreme text of Islam.
I’m a dedicated Muslim, a devout religionist, an imam and intellectual scholar of Islam, but I eat 
whatever food is placed before me, with the obvious exception of pork. If you’re kind enough to invite 
me to your home, I would eat whatever meat you chose to serve: turkey, lamb, chicken, beef … anything 
except pork……..

        Chapter five, verse five of the Koran states: ‘This day all good things are made lawful for you. The food 
of the People of the Book [meaning the Jews and the Christians] is lawful for you, and your food is lawful 
for them …’
There are no ifs and buts about that. The Koran does expect us to be thankful for our food, however.
I teach in Oxford, and when I go to dining halls in the university, I eat what is available. I must say, I’m 
partial to a slice of steak………….
I say: ‘In the name of God, the most Merciful, the most Gracious.’ Christian readers will recognise what 
I’m doing — it’s very similar to the concept of saying grace.
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The Koran says we cannot eat slaughtered meat unless the name of God exclusively has been 
pronounced over it, and not in the name of any other deity or idol.
So, it does not really matter if, when that cow or lamb was slaughtered, the abattoir workers were saying 
prayers or playing heavy rock music at full blast on their radios. The individual prayer just prior to actual 
consumption makes the meat fit — halal — to eat………
Muslim fundamentalists insist that the concept of halal meat does not come from the Koran itself — it 
derives from a secondary and often suspect source, called the Hadith.
The Hadith consists of the purported sayings of the Prophet Mohamed, compiled some 300 years after his 
death, and it is replete with gross contradictions and anti-Koranic statements.
It is the Hadith that insists that animals must be drained of blood while still alive, and the Hadith that 
suggests an animal cannot be stunned before slaughter. (The Hadith is also the source used by 
fundamentalists to justify the stoning of criminals and the use of full face veils for women.)
By contrast, the Koran — which Muslims believe is the unadulterated word of Allah — says we should 
be considerate of all of God’s creations. Any technology to alleviate an animal’s pain or needless 
suffering should naturally be used.
The Koran certainly says pork and carrion meat, such as road kill, cannot be eaten.
Blood is another prohibited food. That’s why it’s an oxymoron to talk about a halal haggis or a halal 
black pudding. 

And there is a Koranic commandment that the animal must be drained of blood — although 
nothing to say that this should be done while the poor beast is still living.

If you think about it, these rules were entirely practical health safeguards in the 7th century when the holy 
book was written. But the extremists’ insistence that animals today should be killed in exactly the way 
that they were back then isn’t just cruel and bizarre, it is grotesquely hypocritical.

         http://www.dailymail.co.uk/debate/article-2623879/We-Muslims-appalled-sale-halal-meat-stealth.html

Mr Stephen Kelly, an executive of the Japanese-owned Nippon Meat Packers in Queensland, said last year that 
MUI had already banned his abattoirs from selling meat to Indonesia because he had procured his 
“certification” from one of MUI’s Australian opposition certifiers, AHFS If this government was able to get 
rid of the carbon tax, Halal, Kosher and the “tick” taxes should be a piece of  cake.

PROOF OZ HALAL FEES LAUNDERED TO TERRORISTS 
The Arab Bank (a prolific advertiser on Sydney’s 2GB radio station) was found liable in Linde v. Arab Bank, 
PLC in September last year for funding 24 separate terrorist attacks. 

The following is a 2013 Annual report signed off by the President of the Islamic Council of WA, (Dr) Rateb 
Jneid:
“... Our Halal subcommittee now is functional and income starts coming Alhamdulillah (meaning ‘all Praise 
and thanks be to God’). 
“Our next aim is to expand Halal certification for local and international business insha’Allah (God willing).
“In our Masjid (mosque), many activities were conducted by our resident Imam Hisham Obeid.
“Over the year the Masjid has continued to assist other associations by allowing the facility (halal certification 
setup) to be used, Alhamdullah.”
(Dr) Jneib’s annual report continued, “During the year ICWA (the Islamic Council of WA) has made ongoing 
donations to Syria because of the difficult civil conditions.
"The donations were made through al Imdaad charity, to ensure that no recriminations could be directed at 
ICWA.”
Sgd Dr Rateb Jneid
President- Islamic Council of WA

Nationals MP George Christensen last year criticised halal certification, writing that it was "outrageous that 
some of my grocery spending could go to propagating a religion".
The Following questions arise : 
1    Why should an Australia Citizen have to pay a religious tax on our food to please less than 2.2% of 

our Muslim population and  the other 97.8% of our population has no say in the matter.
2   Is this the Fair Go all Australians expect of our Government?
3   Are our Politicians too afraid of the backlash from the Muslim population to do anything about this 

scam?
4   Are not are Politicians Elected to parliament by the people to be there for the majority of the people? 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/debate/article-2623879/We-Muslims-appalled-sale-halal-meat-stealth.html
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5   What price penalty does the Australian Consumer pay for the privilege of buying Halal certified 

food he or she does not want ?
6    What the Qur'an has to say about what foods are haram (prohibited). Unlawful for A Muslim to eat

Qur’an 5:3   “ Prohibited for you are animals that die of themselves, blood, the meat of pigs and animals  

dedicated to other than Allah.”

If the above is the only requirements in the Quran then the question arises; why do our Food Processing 
companies need Halal Certification at all and why has our Government done nothing about the Halal 
Certification Scheme? Why does the Australian Consumer have to continue paying the cost?

This is not be an issue of being “anti-islamic”. This is an issue about “what is happening to our country that we 
have to be making such changes to our everyday needs for one group

Final Summary

What we require our Government to do about this: 

(a)  Make laws to protect the 98% of Australians Consumer from this Halal Certification scam and the   
cost being on the Australian Citizen who is offended by halal certification, nor do we want to pay 
money to an ideology that is so different to our way of life and our Constitution.

(b)  The User Pay Principal: Make laws that those who want their food Halal Certified pay for it. 
(c)  Only make it legal for the Export Market and then only to those countries that require it and that they   

pay for it.
(d) Get rid of the discrimination in the workforce ( Muslim only Slaughter Men ) and restore the breach 

in Australian Constitution Section 116 The Commonwealth shall not make any law for 
establishing any religion , or for imposing any religious observance!

(e) We already have an Australian Food Standards Codes under Australian law - the Legislative 
Instruments Act of 2003. We do not need a another set of Food Standards imposed on us by these  
Islamic scammers that over rides our food standard laws. Make sure that these codes are the only 
standard.

(f) We recommend that if the above is not carried out then make it be mandatory that all Halal certified 
products be clearly and prominently labelled so as to give consumers a choice whether to buy or not.

(g) CONCLUSION It is unconstitutional and immoral to force me to unwillingly fund religion that 
opposes The Australian way of life and The Australian Constitution.

(h) This certification is Ill legalised extortion. When purchasing food from the supermarket you have no option but 
to pay the Halal (religious )tax. I

(i)

Since the scam has been exposed, Aussie shoppers are refusing to buy product with the Halal certified label. 
but the payments and the threats remain.

Warning

To accept Halal certification in Australia is to accept a hostile system of government
(Islam and Shar'ia law) because Halal Certification is just one aspect of the Islamic political agenda. 

Islam is a total immersion legal, political, economic, social, and military system of government wrapped 
in a thin skin of religion.

It is my hope that this Inquiry is fair and impartial despite the fact that  some of the committee voted against 
this inquiry. 

The Australian Citizen will be waiting anxiously for the outcome of this Inquiry.

Thank you  
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6th July 2015 

Dear Sir/ Madam,

 

I would like to add my submission to the third party certification inquiry.  My concern is 
with Halal and Kosher Certification. 

 

Halal literally means "permissible" in Arabic, and refers to food items that are permissible to 
consume under Sharia law, and Haram (lit. unlawful) refers to any substance not permitted 
to consume. 

 

It is my belief that Australia is governed by Australian Law and NOT Sharia Law. This 
applies to Muslims living in Australia as well.   If there are two sets of laws applying in 
Australia the population should be notified and we should be concerned as to what other laws 
according to sharia apply.

 

According to the Australian Food and Grocery Council, Halal must be "free from any 
substance taken or extracted from a Haram animal or ingredient (e.g. pigs, dogs, 
carnivorous animals, animals not slaughtered in compliance with Islamic rites); made, 
processed, manufactured and/or stored by using utensils, equipment and/or machinery that 
has been cleaned according to Islamic law (e.g. not cleaned with alcohol); and free from 
contact with, or being close to, a Haram substance during preparation,manufacture, 
processing and storage (e.g. blood, alcohol, poisonous and intoxicating plants and insects 
such as worms and cockroaches)."[2]

 

The above paragraph (from Wikipedia) does not apply to a country that is not governed 
under sharia law.   According to the above, even trucks should be certified! How far 
does this go and in each stage of preparation, manufacture processing and storage, the 
product would be in touch with people who are not muslim ( non muslims are haram) so 
are we all out of work with this strange certification? I also understand that Islam 
recognises there are different types of alcohol and Quran simply states it’s not for 
drinking, there is nothing in the Quran about alcohol for cleaning and that is  reflected 
in the fatwa issued here 
http://www.islamweb.net/emainpage/index.php?page=showfatwa&Option=FatwaId&Id
=100318 which states It is permissible to use alcohol for disinfecting and cleaning or 
mixing it with another product for this purpose in case of necessity. Or here 
http://www.islamweb.net/emainpage/index.php?page=showfatwa&Option=FatwaId&Id

http://www.islamweb.net/emainpage/index.php?page=showfatwa&Option=FatwaId&Id=100318
http://www.islamweb.net/emainpage/index.php?page=showfatwa&Option=FatwaId&Id=100318
http://www.islamweb.net/emainpage/index.php?page=showfatwa&Option=FatwaId&Id=90939which


=90939which states “We do not see any harm in using cleaning detergents which 
contain intoxicants”

 

Clear labelling of foods ensures that there is no need to certify a product that is 
naturally halal. 

 

Australia is  a multi-race country, we are a melting pot of different cultures, what has 
happened in the past is those cultures have melted into the Australian lifestyle their foods and 
festivals have become entwined with other festivals and as a whole this has worked. In places 
where segregation is not possible the process of integration has probably been quicker.   All 
of the migrants in the past have not tried to force their culture on us like Islam has.   With 
halal certification all of Australians are helping to finance their mosques and their Islamic 
schools.  

 

 

Halal and Animal Cruelty

 

The Quaran states that animals should be tortured to death in full view of other animals to be 
slaughtered as to maximize the fear of the animal.

Prior to halal slaughter, our abattoirs employed non reversible stun slaughter. This gave us 
the best meat product with the least amount of suffering.   I can no longer find an abattoir that 
does non reversible stun slaughter or non-certified meat. Since when did we all have to eat 
under sharia law?

Our constitution guarantee’s us the right to freedom of religion as Non Muslim I feel those 
rights are no longer guaranteed or protected by our government.  

 

Then of course there is a question of where the money for certification goes.   The issue for is 
we should not have to support any religious organisation should we choose not to.   In the 
case of halal, its impossible to make that choice as no meat is labelled and other food or 
medical products are not labelled.

 

All meats should be labeled RELIGIOUS KILL if they are slaughtered with no stun and 
HALAL SLAUGHTER for those slaughtered with reversible stun.  No stun slaughter should 
have strict head limits and be a percentage of the Islamic population of Australia.    We 
should not allow no stun slaughter for exports.

http://www.islamweb.net/emainpage/index.php?page=showfatwa&Option=FatwaId&Id=90939which


 

ALL OTHER PRODUCTS CERTIFIED HALAL

 

Most muslims can eat everything, there are only very few things they are not allowed to eat 
so WHY is everything being halal certified?   If the government cannot stop this then the 
government should make it so labeling is large and bold so even older people can see that a 
product is halal certified and money is going back to an islamic organisation. And what sort 
of government has no control over the governing of its country? If you don't start changing 
the way halal certification has taken over this country then you might as well hand it straight 
over to the Muslims.

 

Despite what the organisers of HALAL want, halal does not mean its a pure food or its a 
good quality food.  In fact to me it means the opposite, so  I want to see LARGE and 
HONEST labeling.

 

I trust the inquiry will take a hard look at the halal industry and decide that we Australians do 
NOT live under sharia law and halal certification has no place in Australia.

 

Kind Regards

Tamsin Crutch
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I would like to make a submission to the enquiry about food certification. If any association is 
wanting to have food certified for a particular reason (religion, health concerns etc.) then the 
product should be clearly marked with their logo so we can all make a choice whether we wish to 
purchase that product.

In the case of Halal certification, I am opposed to non-Muslims being forced to buy halal certified 
products by stealth. If they want the products certified then it should be marked. It has been said by 
some in the Muslim community that we don’t have to buy it if we don’t want to, but when 
companies hide the fact that the products are certified, then non-Muslim DON’T have a choice. The 
vast majority of Australians don’t force Muslims to eat pork or drink alcohol so why should the 
majority be forced to buy halal certified food. I see it a discrimination against me. 

For years Muslims in this country have lived without halal certification. They managed just fine as 
most product are already halal and they know that. They also know what they are forbidden to 
consume so there is no need to certify any products for the domestic market. Muslims will argue 
that it is for the export market but in the case of chicken most of our chicken is slaughtered for the 
domestic market and as only 2.5% of the domestic market are Muslims it doesn’t make sense that all 
95% of all chicken is Halal slaughtered. Of the chicken that is exported a very small percentage is to 
Muslim countries. Again, it doesn’t make sense. 

I am also very opposed to the ritual slaughter of our animals. We have laws that cover the humane 
slaughter of animals in this country (http://www.publish.csiro.au/books/download.cfm?ID=2975) 
but allowing for the ritual slaughter for the religious beliefs of a small minority of Australians 
(Muslims, Jews etc.). So why are nearly 100% of our animals being slaughtered as per the ritual 
slaughter method which is cruel and very distressing for the animals? A would hazard a guess that it 
is purely profit driven so the abattoirs don’t have the expense of two method of slaughter. This is 
not acceptable. It is barbaric and has no place is a modern western society. 

There are products that are naturally halal e.g. honey, milk, eggs. So why do these products have to 
be certified at all. Maybe only the products that are being exported to Muslim countries that require 
this certification should be certified and they should bear the cost to have it certified. I don’t want it, 
I don’t want to buy and I certainly don’t want to pay for it.

We live in a democracy where the majority rule and the majority of Australians are non-Muslim, so if 
they want food to be certified then they should have to bear the cost. Maybe companies could label 
all halal certified products under a different brand name then they could be easily recognised by all 
so that we can all chose the products we prefer.

To submit to a minority group is to discriminate against the majority. This is un-democratic and un-
Australian.  I am not a racist. I have many friends from all over the world who now call Australia 
home. Everyone is free to practice their own religion but they are not free to shove it down the 
throats of others. I believe in live and let live and I expect the same in return. They can practice their 
beliefs and I will practice mine. My belief is only consuming animals that have been humanely 
slaughtered and the right to purchase products from companies that have not paid halal certification 
fees and the right to be clearly able to tell the difference.

For these reasons I believe that halal certification should be abolished or at least be clearly marked 
on all products so we are free to choose what to buy.

Regards

Pamela Melville 
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Third party certification schemes are a good thing for Australian consumers. But there needs 
to be transparency, regulation and accountability by every scheme. 
  
I believe the Halal Certification scheme in particular has several flaws and needs to 
be investigated and monitored by the government. In fairness it should be extended to all 
certification schemes, but I don't think there would be much of an impact for other schemes 
in place as for the most part they are carried out with full transparency, unlike Halal 
certification. 
  
The reason I think a growing number of the population (including myself) take issue with 
Halal certification over any other scheme is because Australia is supposed to be a 
multicultural country, where every person’s culture and beliefs are respected equally. In 
August of 1980, Australia agreed to be bound by the ICCPR (International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights) in which article 18 states that "No one shall be subject to coercion 
which would impair his freedom to have or to adopt a religion or belief of his choice." 
  
Many of the products available to consumers are now Halal certified but are not labelled. 
80% of the meat available on store shelves is ritually slaughtered and not labelled as such. I 
believe companies and the government (by not making labelling mandatory) are coercing 
consumers (me) into supporting religious rituals and paying money to companies that 
support a religion financially weather directly or indirectly that not all consumers believe in 
and wish to support on any level. Some feel they are being prevented from adopting and 
carrying out their own beliefs (or right to have no belief) because another's beliefs are 
being forced onto them from failure of companies to inform consumers. This goes against 
our basic human right as outlined in the ICCPR as an Australian and needs to stop. All Halal 
certified products and meat products that have undergone religious ritual of any sort or the 
paying of fees for the certification should be labelled as such (just like Kosher certification 
already does).  
  
It is not up to a company or government as to whether the paying of fees to a religious 
organisation or using religious ritual in production is a violation of a consumers rights, that is 
up to the consumer to decide what is important to their belief structure and as such clear 
labelling is needed for the individual to make that decision for themselves. 
  
Having a logo clearly visible to a consumer as to what certification the product holds should 
be mandatory. Not only do Non-Muslims deserve the right to know if something is Halal 
certified, a Muslim deserves the right to know if a product is Halal certified or contains meat 
products that have been ritually slaughtered or not, so they may make the right choices 
when shopping. 
  
If it is not widely known that a product is certified, what exactly is the point of the 
certification the company pays for? Hiding the certification defeats the point of its 
existence. Transparency in this regard is key. 
  
Kosher certification is clear on the packaging of all certified products, and people can easily 
avoid them or choose them depending on their beliefs. The same should apply to Halal 
certified. 



  
Halal certifications other flaws are that there is no regulation or transparency in the fees 
paid by companies to these organisations. Many companies are made to sign non-disclosure 
agreements and legally cannot divulge how much they are paying to religious organisations. 
It has however come out that one company pays in excess of $300,000 a year in halal 
certification fees, compared to kosher certification costs widely available on their website of 
about $3,000 a year. 
  
Secrecy in certification is an alarm bell that warrants investigation. 
  
There is a growing concern of where the fees are going, many halal certification 
organisations are overseen by mosques and Islamic charities and reportability of where 
funds end up is non-existent, but as people become more aware of the current social 
climate we are becoming aware that there are people doing the wrong thing all be it 
through currently hard to trace channels: Two examples 
-  1. http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-07-03/australian-charity-investigated-for-alleged-is-
links/6591174 2. ICWA president admits (in his 2013 annual report) to donating money to an 
Islamic charity called Al-Imaad which donates money to the Zamzam Foundation which was 
set up by the Muslim Brotherhood which is listed as a terrorist organisation in some 
countries.  
  
To say there is no link between Halal certification and the funding of terrorist organisations 
is premature and somewhat ignorant as there has been no proper investigations carried out 
in Australia and until such investigation has been carried out the possibility of it happening 
should not be ruled out. Investigations in other countries like Canada has found strong links 
between halal certification organisations and the funding of terrorist groups like Hamas 
which is a listed terrorist organisation in many countries including Australia just go to show 
that it is a possibility and shouldn't be ignored. 
  
Again, this issue can be fixed by investigation and regulation by the government and should 
be a priority. 
  
Halal certification is a money making scheme to fund the Islamic ideology, it is a 
growing multi million dollar industry and consumers have a right to be aware of what they 
are supporting through purchasing items as we don't all believe in Islam or its ideology and 
don't wish to contribute to it in any way, plainly because it is our right to not support 
something we don't believe in. 
  
I believe religious certification should be a free service carried out at the cost of those that 
require it, but should there be fees paid they should be reasonable set fees and overseen by 
the government to make sure the scheme remains fair for all and consumers should have 
the right to know what products have halal certification/involve religious ritual. 
  
I think much of the debate that has brought about this enquiry could be resolved quickly 
and easily if all products that are halal certified, contain any ingredients that are halal 
certified or use ritually slaughtered animal ingredients clearly showed it in the form of a 
logo on the packaging (the same as every other certification scheme does). Consumers can 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-07-03/australian-charity-investigated-for-alleged-is-links/6591174
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-07-03/australian-charity-investigated-for-alleged-is-links/6591174


then make informed choices and should the consumer’s choice affect a company’s bottom 
line it would be up to them to assess if the certification was profitable or not taking into 
account the export revenue as well as the local markets revenue. But by them being 
deceptive about there Halal certification status to the local market, it is not fair and 
controversy will remain till it is addressed.  
  
Information on packaging is the only way to give consumers their right to make informed 
choices and should be mandatory for all schemes.  
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From:  
Sent: Thursday, 2 July 2015 10:24 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Inquiry into third party certification of food.

I wish to withhold my name from this submission.
To the senate inquiry.
Thank you for allowing this inquiry to take place.
I have just recently learned about Halal certification. Up until a week ago I had no idea this was going on right
 under our noses. I wonder just our many other people out there, also have no idea. I should say quite a few. We
 are travelling Australia at the moment & I have been bringing the subject up to fellow travellers along the way
 & I've yet to speak to any one who knows about this. How did this sneak in under the radar. I find this
 absolutely disgusting to say the least.
I will be making a great effort to research items now & avoid the companies who have made their products
 Halal certified.
How can this be allowed to happen in Australia. I presume it is all to do with money & has nothing to do with
 providing Muslims with information on what they can eat.
I'm sure there are Muslims in Australia who also find this appalling, because I'm sure this certification scheme
 is making it look bad for their whole community, causing racial tension to flare & benefiting no one except the
 corrupt ones.
I urge you to ban Halal certification & let us all continue to live our free existence in a free Australia.
Thank you.

Sent from my iPad

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au
mailto:Natasha.Rusjakovski@aph.gov.au
mailto:marbill8@gmail.com


ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 504

Submission Details: Mr Brian Brent





From:  
Sent: Thursday, 2 July 2015 11:35 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATION OF FOOD

To the Senate Inquiry:

Third party certification of food.

Dear Sir / Madam

I am writing this submission on behalf of my father in law who is unable to write his own
 due to advancing age, illness and no computer skills.  Brian would like to bring up Halal
 Certification.

He is outraged that almost every purchase from meat, vegemite, milk, butter, salt, sugar,
 flour, etc carrying a halal certification label that he purchases is financially supporting
 the building of new Mosques, supporting IMAMS and building Islamic Schools.

He feels no food should carry ANY religious labelling because of our multicultural,
 multi-racial and multi faith society, to do so would surely insult one other faith.

 Brian understands some faiths require cruelly killed meats and those killed without any
 stunning should be labelled RELIGIOUS KILL with a bold sticker so it can be avoided. 
 Reversible Stun slaughtered animals should have a bold HALAL KILLED sticker so
 again people can avoid it if they choose to do so.

We would also like to point out the discrimination in halal slaughter.  When did Australia
 allow such things??  

The muslim faith represents only around 2% of the population it is fair to say that only a
 very small percentage of meat should be religiously killed  (if we really must!!!!!) and
 should be available in speciality stores.

 It is our right as a consumer to know:

What is in the product

If it’s religiously and cruelly killed

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au
mailto:Natasha.Rusjakovski@aph.gov.au


Where the ingredients come from i.e. .au .UK .nz

Not only is food certified HALAL but also transport and factories etc.  Seriously this is
 beyond ridiculous. 

The impact HALAL has had on the domestic market is nothing short of staggering. 

People no longer buy pre-packaged goods so less GST earned by the Government

The halal fees paid by business is a tax deduction as it’s a cost to the company – less tax
 for government

The halal “business” is a charitable organisation and pays no tax.

Halal has no place here in Australia.

Thank you

Brian E Brent

Phone: 
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http://www.incredimail.com/?id=621131&did=10501&ppd=2812,201301281447,9,1,2029941137705730047&rui=159444199&app_test_id=0&sd=20150702
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From:  
Sent: Friday, 3 July 2015 1:54 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Inquiry into third party certification of food.

I wish to withhold my name from this submission.
To The Senate Inquiry.
I would like to add my submission as part of the young generation of today.
I had no idea about food certification until my grandmother spoke to me about it. At first I had the don't care
 reaction, but then I thought about her words & did some reading about it all.
I now think it's my duty to try & do something to stop this ridiculous food certification, because it's my
 generation & my kids generation who will suffer if all this Sharia Law takes hold in Australia.
I don't know everything yet, but I'll keep reading now, as it's very concerning to me.
I do know that it's an unnecessary fee placed on all the food products which don't need to be certified. I do know
 that the money made from this, goes to building more mosques & Islamic schools in Australia. Mosques are
 being built as houses of prayer, however last night I was watching a video of the mosque in Lakemba. Right
 here in Australia, where the woman were standing around all the little kiddies & they had one of the kids in the
 middle hacking at the throat of a stuffed sheep & they threw fake blood on the floor. How scary is that. These
 kids grow up with all this violence instilled in them.
So in conclusion I think mosques should be banned in our country, as well as the food certification on all
 products that are unnecessary. I'm hoping I will live in Australia for at least another 60 years & my kids after
 that. And I certainly don't want to live under Sharia Law.
This food certification is helping them to build up financially to bring this about.
I have talked to my friends & no one really cares, they say nothing to do with them. I guess I said the same at
 the start, but my grandmother is wiser than me for now.
Please take notice of so many people and put a stop to this food scam.
Thank you.

Sent from my iPad

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au
mailto:Natasha.Rusjakovski@aph.gov.au
mailto:marbill8@gmail.com
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From: justin wyllie  
Sent: Tuesday, 7 July 2015 1:56 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: HALAL food fees

I’m writing to object and show pure disgust into the “ripoff” being charged to all
 Australians by Islamic demands and requirements that we have to pay them to eat our
 food.
Why why  why do we need/ are forced to pay for a minority ideology to have almost any
 product for sale prepared in a certain manner, when it’s so commonly known a mozlim
 only has to pray over said product at their leisure, to have it religiously then suitable for
 their consumption???

This “halal” certification is a western world wide ripoff scam purely funding the domination
 rise of islam world wide.. It is a dangerous funding source supplying islam with more
 money than they need to rule the world, as their Koran demands.

It is a scam, a ripoff, a deceitful intrusion into our lifestyle and our own religious freedom.
Why cant Christian, jews, budists, seikhs etc charge Islamic groups, fees to do their daily
 necessities??

This scam must be abolished immediately for our lifestyle health.

Thanks
Justin wyllie

Sent from Windows Mail

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au
mailto:Natasha.Rusjakovski@aph.gov.au
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From: Leeanne Smith 
Sent: Tuesday, 7 July 2015 2:48 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Re: Food Certification Scheme Inquiry

Dear Sir,

With regard to the inquiry and report into Food Certification Schemes, I submit my concerns as
 follows:

b. Current labelling requirements of food certification schemes;
I believe that all food products should be labelled accordingly – whether it is organic, has
genetically modified ingredients, is kosher or halal.
This is so that as a consumer, I am able to make an informed choice – currently I am
unable to make an informed choice due to the lack of labelling.

c. The need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees;
Most companies paying halal certification do not note this on their products, so in effect,
we the consumer have no idea who we are supporting and therefore are unknowingly
supporting Islam, which is abhorrent.
As an Australian I do not believe that any product made or sold in Australia should have
be halal or have certification or support Islam in any way, shape or form.

d. Whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to
make informed purchasing decisions.
This one is a very sensitive issue for most Australians that I have spoken too. We have
the right to know what products and their producers are paying certification fees. This
gives us the choice of whether to purchase that product, or choose another.

It would be appreciated if you would take my concerns into consideration when addressing this
 formal inquiry.

Yours sincerely,
Leeanne Smith
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From: Wayne Druce  
Sent: Tuesday, 7 July 2015 6:57 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Cc: Wayne Druce
Subject: Halal certification & Laballing

To the Senate Standing committees on economics.
 Im writing regarding the following points.
 A. the extent of food certificate & certifiers in Ausatralia,including but not limited to schemes related to 

 Halal mostly Kosher & genetically modified food & the
safety certification schemes.

 B. Current labelling requirements for certification schemes.

 My major problem is with Halal food certification. I believe it is very hard to see which products carry the
 symbol. I for 1 do not wish to pay fees
 That further Shira industry there for i believe all Halal food needs to be put into an isle clearly labelled halal
 food as is most food. Most people i know
DO NOT wish to pay for these items with the Halal taxes levied on these products.

 Kind Regards
 wayne druce
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Dear Committee Members,

Thank you for the opportunity to make a submission to this inquiry into third party 
certification of food.

Executive Summary

You people are nuts. 

Detail

As Parliamentarians, you have an opportunity to spend time on building up our 
nation. You could be planning for the future. You could be leading debates. You 
could have an eye towards the next generation, where technology, capability, human 
rights, and wealth will deliver vastly different opportunities and risks from the ones 
you experienced during your formative years. You could be thinking about how to 
take the best possible advantage of those opportunities to maximize benefits for 
Australian citizens.

You could be doing those things.

Instead, in this Committee, you’ve decided that the most important thing you can do 
with your time and your taxpayer-funded salaries is to investigate Halal certification 
of food.

As MPs you all need to take collective responsibility for running a Parliament full of 
contemptuous human beings who are bringing your hitherto dignified office into 
disrepute. I wish this Parliament the very worst of failure and ignominy, and trust that 
historians centuries from now will frighten errant children into behaving themselves 
by telling stories of your legacy as canonical examples of early 21st century 
authoritarian bigotry: “If you don’t apply yourself, study hard, and actually learn real 
things in school, you’ll turn out just like them."

May you all go to your graves penniless and on fire, and may whatever god you 
worship have mercy on your souls.

Yours with the utmost of serious sincerity,

Mark Newton
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From:  
Sent: Tuesday, 7 July 2015 7:45 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Terrorist funding

Dear Sir or Madam.

"Can you definitively and confidently declare that no Australian registered Islamic
 charity has any of it's funds diverted to terrorist organisations or activities? Where is
 your proof?"

Refer them to the Australian Institute of Criminology report that says,

"AUSTRAC (2010a: 8) lists ‘financial contributions through formal charitable donations’
 as one of the three most common methods by which terrorism funds are raised in
 Australia."

And

"Charities, in particular, are thought to provide terrorists with the ideal vehicle with
 which to both generate support for their activities and propagate their particular
 ideologies."

Thank you
Andy Leahy
A very concerned citizen, what do my grandchildren have to look forward to?

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au
http://www.incredimail.com/?id=621159&did=10501&ppd=2820,201206281812,9,1,2029941464858712021&rui=156914211&app_test_id=0&sd=20150707
http://www.incredimail.com/?id=621159&did=10501&ppd=2820,201206281812,9,1,2029941464858712021&rui=156914211&app_test_id=0&sd=20150707
http://www.incredimail.com/?id=621159&did=10501&ppd=2820,201206281812,9,1,2029941464858712021&rui=156914211&app_test_id=0&sd=20150707
http://www.incredimail.com/?id=621159&did=10501&ppd=2820,201206281812,9,1,2029941464858712021&rui=156914211&app_test_id=0&sd=20150707


ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 511

Submission Details: Name Withheld





TO THE COMMITTEE SECRETARIAT,
Senate Standing Committees on Economics
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600
economics.sen@aph.gov.au

MY DETAILS;
Name: Submitted to your enquiry - withheld on this document
Residence: Submitted to your enquiry - withheld on this document
Phone: Submitted to your enquiry - withheld on this document

To The Senate Standing Committees on Economics  Regarding Third Party Certification Inquiry.

I would like to add my submission to the current enquiry in regards to halal certification scheme. My concerns relate to the 
whole HALAL industry from the certification scheme up to and including  slaughter and sale.  I strongly oppose the halal 
certification scheme and all other components relating to the halal industry for the following reasons with my suggestions 
regarding either change or deletion of its regulations in the chain of the halal industries rules and events.

As an Australian consumer of food and other every day household products at my local supermarket I request that the labelling 
be marked clearly on the front of the halal certified and NON halal certified meat, poultry and all other food and household 
products. This submission should also include separation into their own respective areas/aisles in shops and supermarkets so 
that NON HALAL consumers, like myself, can make an informed choice on which product  they choose to purchase. In the past  I 
have always supported where possible Australian owned and made products but now find  I am avoiding any product Australian 
made or otherwise who choose to support the halal certification scheme by paying fees and charges for this certification. I 
strongly oppose the halal certification scheme and anything related to halal for the following reasons:

1.  I am not Muslim and I strongly disagree with everything the Muslim religion stands for including Sharia Law and also halal 
certified  meat and poultry being prayed over by an adult Muslim in the name of a "False God"  which is against my belief. These 
are just a couple of aspects forming this ideology that I am totally against and yet I am unwittingly submitting to this religion by 
stealth in purchasing many well known Australian brand products who have caved to the demands of the halal certification 
scheme.  Some of these companies are deliberately misleading millions of NON believers and consumers of halal in Australia like 
myself by not displaying the halal certification sign clearly and in some cases not displaying it at all on their products. The 
Australian Government needs to ensure transparency of all organisations and Institutions within Australia regardless of religious 
and economic standings.

 I understand that some companies choose halal certification for export purposes and I do not oppose this, I think the halal 
certification scheme should be a completely separate user pays system for the export market which would be fairer for NON 
halal Australian consumers who oppose this religious scheme and with respect  for Non halal and halal consumers, these 
products should not be  lumped together under the same category/product and forced upon, I feel, to a majority of NON halal 
consumers in Australia just to appease the supplier by not separating halal from NON halal with clear labelling so they can cut 
costs for themselves and satisfy the minority halal consumers,  while in turn,  disrespecting the wishes of the majority Australian 
NON halal consumers in this country. This is totally unfair trading practise against the NON halal consumers needing to purchase 
their essential items. This also leads to many Australian companies beginning to shoulder a large loss of sales from ex loyal NON 
muslim customers because the supplier chooses  to pay the exorbitant halal certification demands for a small slice of export . 
The dedication to buy Australian and support Australia is becoming a thing of the past for myself and millions of other 
Australians who feel betrayed by these suppliers now.

mailto:economics.sen@aph.gov.au


2. I also feel discriminated against when unwittingly being  forced to pay in the end price a religious fund that is incompatible to 
my own religion,  of my normal everyday essential items and food. I as a consumer of these products would prefer a choice to 
support Australian public schools, the needy Australian citizens or churches and the Australian way of life.

3.  I have also been made aware that the collection of fees for halal certification has become big profit and big business. I believe 
that because it is claimed to be a religious non-taxable profit and a charity based scheme, the money benefits ONLY the Islamic 
population. There are over 30  known Halal certification organisations operating in Australia  with the four biggest certifiers 
(classed as not-for-profit enterprises) these being the Australian Federation of Islamic Councils (AFIC), the Halal Certification 
Authority Australia (HCAA), the Supreme Islamic Council of Halal Meat in Australia (SICHMA) and the Islamic Co-ordinating 
Council of Victoria (ICCV). A number of businesses also provide Halal certification services. I have been to pages on the internet 
and also watched a video commentary of a halal certifier invited on the program who openly defames the Australian way of life 
and our citizens while name calling and bragging of millions of dollars the halal industry has made him personally. I as one of the 
majority of Australians certainly deplore the idea that any of my money aids this person or the halal certification money making 
scheme in any way whatsoever. I see this halal certification scheme as simply a money extortion racket cloaked in a veil of 
religion.

4.  I also feel discriminated against in having to pay further expenses to call around and try to source NON halal certified meat 
and household products while also  having to travel further  to obtain my needs because halal certified products now outnumber 
NON halal products . This would be even harder for the NON halal disabled consumer. On top of this, the cost of certification 
surely must also increase the price of food to all consumers in the end as well?

5.  I have discovered while sourcing NON halal products on the internet that there is a non-disclosure clause in the contracts 
companies sign for halal certification and wonder why this would be?  

6.  I feel the halal certification scheme fraudulently extorts large amounts money from Australian companies under the guise of 
religious rules and regulations where exports are less than 3% of muslim consumers overseas and also less than 3% of Australian 
halal consumers in this country. It has become a nightmare for the over 90% of NON halal customers to obtain their personal 
choice of products anymore. I question why are the scales tipped in favour of the minority rather than the majority? I WISH TO 
CALL FOR TRANSPARENCY ON ALL HALAL CERTIFIERS AND ISLAMIC ORGANISATIONS ACCOUNTS OF INCOME INCLUDING FEES 
CHARGED FOR HALAL CERTIFICATION & EXPENDITURE IN AUSTRALIA. It needs to be clear where multi millions of dollars 
collected in the name of religion and charity are ending up. There is proof of late regarding some Australian Islamic schools being 
funded with millions from our Government and large sums of funds mysteriously missing from the books and I suggest the halal 
industry needs to be looked at regarding their funds also. 

7.  Islamic law requires a 2.5% tax called zakat which is imposed on income and accumulated wealth of all devout Muslims.
ie. the muslims that are involved in the halal industry - the imams, slaughtermen, workers, business & shop owners etc.  Halal 
certification is done on a fee for service basis, with the fees varying with the scope and scale of the services.
Certification is provided by Islamic organizations, and would not be halal if the required zakat was not paid on the fees. I have 
read that there are eight classes of zakat recipients, each of which gets a 1/8 share of the gross.
One of those classifications is fighters in Allah’s cause aka Mudihideen, aka terrorists.
When you purchase a product which is certified Halal, you are indirectly contributing to terrorism. One of the five pillars of 
Islam is the requirement that every Muslim contributes to the Islamic charity (alms) tax or Zakat. 

8.  The above paragraph brings me to this next issue of halal certification for me as an Australian citizen.  There is discrimination 
against myself and other NON muslim Australians regarding job prospects which are now zero in the slaughtering and also 
transport industries in the halal certification trade as these areas are now specifically muslim only run.  Therefore, not only am I 
discriminated against regarding my work prospects but I am also being unknowingly forced by stealth to purchase and consume 
these halal certified meats and household products from suppliers who discriminate against me and choose not to employ me. 
Again I feel this is totally unfair and another element to cause a rift in our multicultural community.

9.  Halal slaughter is a cruel and barbaric practise which is extremely inhumane in our modern society in this day and age. 
Although Australia uses reversible stunning, or in some cases, no stunning at all, the animal is still conscious and coming to when 
the muslim slaughterman barbarically slits it's throat and slashes it with a knife to bleed the animal out. I have read a document 
by a veterinarian who explains that the halal slaughter practise is not compatible with the Australian/European way of life with 
halal slaughter being a health risk to many unsuspecting Australian/European NON muslims who generally choose to eat their 



meat more raw than the muslim population. The veterinarian also explained why the meat taste and texture is degraded with 
halal slaughter.  I can definitely taste the difference between halal slaughter and conventional Australian slaughter of meat 
where to me the meat is tougher, more gristly, more tasteless and does not last as long when refrigerated anymore. This cruel  
practise should be ruled out or completely banned in our country or if the minority of less than 3% muslims in Australia, and less 
than 3% exported to muslims overseas  want halal certified meat and poultry for their religious reasons, a condition could be 
applied where there should only be one single muslim slaughterhouse allowed in each state of Australia. This would leave more 
job prospects open for the other 90% of NON muslim Australian citizens who are looking for work in the meat & transport 
industries again and also more choice instead of less choice to tip the balance back in favour for the over 90% NON muslim 
citizens of Australia.
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Senate Standing Committees on Economics 

PO Box 6100 

Parliament House 

Canberra ACT 2600 

I would hereby like to make a submission to the Inquiry into Third Party 

Certification of Food as referred to Senate Economics References Committee 

on 13 May 2015.  

It is my understanding that 3rd party certification is a practice undertaken on 

a voluntary basis by businesses who feel for whatever reason that it will have 

a positive impact on their profits.  

As long as any certification process does not affect the safety of food items I 

feel there is no need to modify current practice; provided clear labelling and 

the capacity for consumers to research via websites such as 

http://aco.net.au/ or http://www.iccv.com.au/obligations.htm continue, 

enabling informed choices. 

I am aware much of the opposition to 3rd party certification is in regard to 

concerns around the proceeds of halal certification being used in 

inappropriate ways. I trust there are innumerable procedures in place to 

ensure that any Australian business, regardless of their source of income, is 

not able to divert profits to such activities. 

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. 

Sonia Bertram 
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 How does Halal food affect me?

It doesn't.
Halal basically means the following: That an item of food is free of pig products, 
free of blood, and free of alcohol - all of which are forbidden under Islamic dietary 
codes; similar to how Kosher foods meet Jewish dietary needs (which Halal is 
often used as a standard, for convenience, as both Kosher and Halal are very 
similar). To put this even more basically: Halal (in an Islamic context) = allowed.

No, Halal certification doesn't fund terrorism, either, just in case you were 
wondering; and anyone who says that it does is likely a conspiracy crank.

If you are an animal rights activist and are against Halal slaughter - then 
congratulations on being a part of the only group of people who has a valid 
criticism of Halal slaughter (your argument against Halal slaughter also carries 
more weight if you are vegetarian or vegan). However, if you are using animal 
rights as a guise for your own blatant bigotry, then you are a . End of story. 
(Unfortunately, most "animal rights activists" against Halal fall into the latter 
category).

Furthermore, because not all Halal certified products are meat products, the 
concerns of animal rights groups only extend to the Halal method of slaughter; 
not all Halal certified products.

For everyone else, Halal doesn't adversely affect you, just like the Heart 
Foundation Tick of Approval doesn't adversely affect you, so quit flogging your 
dead horse to no end about it pretending it does, because it doesn't. This enquiry 
seems to be an excuse to stir up hate speech against minority groups. Where is 
the inquiry into the abuse on Manus Island?

Source: 
http://www.howthingsaffectyou.net/index/how_does_halal_food_affect_me/0-5

http://www.howthingsaffectyou.net/index/how_does_halal_food_affect_me/0-5
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Submission	  for	  the	  enquiry	  into	  food	  certification	  standards	  and	  schemes	  operating	  
throughout	  Australia	  
	  
Please keep my name and personal details confidential. Thank you for the 
opportunity to comment. My submission concerns halal certification. I object to 
paying a tax to have a religious rite performed over my food. I am not a 
religious person and I am offended that my food is being prepared to satisfy 
members of a minority religious group. 
 
I am deeply offended by any ritualistic slaughtering of animals. Barbaric, cruel 
and primitive methods have no place in modern Australian society. Animals 
should be respected at all stages including in death.  
 
Rather than food manufacturers paying a ‘tax’ for the privilege of certifying 
their products as halal, I propose that the minority communities who require 
modifications to food production to satisfy their religious beliefs should be 
paying the food companies. These costs must be borne by their own 
communities, not derived from government handouts. 
 
If there is any truth to the claims that some food manufacturers are paying up 
$30,000 per month to muslim communities, then the government must follow 
the money trail. Any monies collected should be used for the benefit of all 
Australians not for the advancement of Islam. A tax deduction should be 
made available for any monies paid by non-muslims for halal certified food. 
 
Some food manufacturers claim that their products are exported to overseas 
markets which dictate the manufacturing requirements. I submit that those 
markets should bear any additional costs incurred to satisfy their needs over 
what would be reasonably required to provide the same food to the domestic 
market. 
 
I strongly object to the labelling of foods as being halal when there is no 
possibility that they could be anything but halal. An example of this is tea. 
 
I believe that all food manufacturers involved in halal certification must be 
required to clearly state this on their packaging. Many companies, having felt 
the consumer backlash on their bottom lines, have removed the halal logo 
from their packaging but continue to pay the ‘tax’. It is inconvenient for 
consumers to have to check on a website in order to find out which 
companies have caved in to the extortion. 
 
I strongly object to Arabic wording on packaging such as appears on San 
Remo lasagne. It is one thing to translate English wording into other 
languages for export purposes but to have stand alone messages in Arabic 
that I cannot interpret is offensive to me. This is Australia and I expect the 
primary packaging information to appear in our language, English. 
 
It is inappropriate that the 98% of Australians who are not muslim should have 
to pay more for their food to accommodate beliefs that are nothing more than 
thoughts in someone’s head. Australia is predominantly a Christian country.  



 
When we choose to migrate to Australia, or any country, we must weigh up 
the pros and cons in deciding what our lives will be like under that country’s 
laws and culture. We do not bring our laws with us, rather we agree to abide 
by our adopted country’s laws. It is a choice those of us who have immigrated 
to Australia have all made. Naturally, we bring something of our culture with 
us but we do not expect the Australian nation as a whole to accommodate us 
to the extent of adopting our culture. 
 
By contrast, when living and working in the United Arab Emirates, one of the 
more liberal of the Arab Peninsula countries, Westerners and non-muslims 
must abide by that country’s ‘cultural sensitivity’ laws. These laws are 
designed to prevent the westernisation of Arab countries. Our leaders should 
be taking similar steps to ensure that we do not commit cultural suicide in 
Australia. Our soldiers fought and laid down their lives to protect our way of 
life and we must defend that way of life at any cost. 
 
Western Governments and media have become so terrified of Islam that they 
will do and say anything to appease muslims. We are barely permitted 
freedom of thought, let alone speech, so it is virtually impossible to have any 
meaningful debate on these subjects. In Australia, when anyone dares to 
defend our culture, he or she is crucified in the media. This is your chance to 
represent the views of the people you have been entrusted to serve and to 
fight against the islamisation of Australia. Educate yourselves on Islam’s 
objectives and end the halal nonsense now. 
 
Thank you for considering.  
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An inquiry into third party certification of food

I am a 59 year old female Australian citizen, having moved from NZ some 36 years ago .My husband 
64 was born in Trieste from Slovenian parents and immigrated to Australia when he was 3 years old. 
We are honest, generous, fair-minded, and hardworking people. Have never been on welfare and 
paid our fair share of taxes. Since we have become aware of Halal Certification Schemes we have 
researched the Why, Why here in Australia, Who, who benefits from this and where,where do these 
funds go and who monitors this.

As I believe we have a 3% Islamic Population, and only 8% of our export market goes to Islamic 
countries. Yet, we have been accused of “damaging” the export market, and halal certified food etc 
is no different because it is certified, when we choose not to support products or businesses that are 
Halal Certified.  

I, Bronwyn wrote to the local MP Catherine King once in regard to this (tax) which call it what you 
like it is still a tax or levy, only to be told that this cost is minimal when applied to these items. Hardly 
the point of wanting labelling laws changed, but this is how annoying it is when politicians minimise 
and/or dismiss your concerns.  As many businesses are forbidden to disclose the actual fee they are 
charged to become Halal certified then how is this known. Some Businesses flat out deny passing 
these added costs onto their products, which is a ridiculous notion to entertain.

As we do not live in a country that has a predominant Muslim population, why do we have to 
navigate the supermarket isles to find products that are not Halal certified. We have to use my Halal 
Choices app on my phone to help us source non halal foods. It would be so much easier if not honest 
for companies to put the halal symbol on their products to make it easier. If we are unable to easily 
find products that are not Halal Certified, then how do the Muslim population know? And 
considering it’s all been done for them, it’s a pretty ironic conundrum wouldn’t you say?

We are strongly against the cruelty of Halal Slaughter, it is not only cruel it also has allowed almost 
our entire meat industry to be dominated by Muslims. Because we refer to them as Muslims does 
not make us racists or bigots as by now I’m sure you have labelled us as such. This industry has been 
created here for as stated previously to accommodate a minority and small export market. 

Why in this century do Muslims now have to eat food that has been paid a Halal Certification Fee? 
They have not required this in the past; Muslims know what is halal and what is not. As the money 
collected by these fees only supports Muslims, should there not be a user pay system here.  It 
appears that these funds are not clearly disclosed and just because our government has not found 
the links to terrorism does not mean that these funds do not end up there. This is Islam’s Sharia Law, 
a JIZYA tax on non –Muslims to enrich only Islam.

Australia is not the Middle East, we do not all  bend over and give away our freedoms of speech, 
rights and our customs so that Islam can dictate to the rest of the population what we can eat, say or 
do. Absolutely no religion be it Buddhist, Catholic, Sikh, Hindu, Judaism, Christian, Mormon or Islam 
should be shoved down our throats, we all have a right to live and worship and donate to whatever 
religious charity we choose. What stuns me is how has our Country had the right to introduce a 
practice that the entire population is subjected to, to accommodate a minority religion and not even 
allow its citizens a clear right of choice? It is such a pity that most Australians have no idea that this 



Sharia Tax has been imposed on them and the ones like myself who do, are openly criticised for 
voicing their objections. Our government and businesses have subvertly sold our rights as citizens of 
this country away and we want them back.

Therefore, we want labelling laws changed so that it is mandatory for labelling of every single item 
be it food, meat, cosmetics or drugs to show whether these have been Halal Certified.  

Bronwyn and Claude Sfiligoj 
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From: Oigle OReilly  
Sent: Wednesday, 8 July 2015 4:19 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: FOOD CERTIFICATION

Since I don't seem to be able to upload my submission on your Web-Page, I

 hereby submit it via E-Mail (SUBMISSION BELOW)   

Regards Oigle 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------

My submission concerns HALAL Certification.

But firstly I wish to state categorically that I AM

 NOT RACIST.

However I may qualify as being Islamophobic, if

 this newly coined word (which is not even in my

 spellchecker) actually means “morbid fear of all

 things Islamic.

For one thing Islam is a Religion, not a Race.

Actually it’s a Political/Religious way of life, which

 preaches that its followers should KILL all Infidels

 (i.e. Anybody who is NOT Islamic) , which includes

 ME – so I feel justified in fearing them, and you

 should too unless you are a Moslem.

So - My submission concerns HALAL Certification. Not only of Foods - but

 including pretty well EVERYTHING.

It started out to mean food, specifically Pigs, which was Forbidden, and then

 extended to Cattle, which had to be slaughtered in a particularly CRUEL

 manner prescribed by their belief, but has now been expanded to include

 Anything which has not received a Halal Stamp of Approval from a so-called

 Approved Certifier and Paid their prescribed FEE.

As far as I can ascertain, the Fee is the most important feature of this Scam,

 as anything can be certified so long as the supplier is prepared to pay this

 Fee, and this includes such unlikely items as; Dog Food, Plastic Bags,

 Easter Eggs, Water and even Pork etc.
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As an Example of how I see this Scam working;

How would it be if I and a dozen of my mates decided to set ourselves up as

 Christian Certifiers of TITHING as recommended in the Bible?

And we went around threatening manufacturers that their products would be

 Boycotted unless they paid us a 10% Fee on the price of their Goods or

 Services as a TITHE?

Upon payment, we could stamp their product with a small Cross to certify to

 all our fellow Christians that their goods were indeed Good in the eyes of

 God and may then be purchased.

How long do you think we would get away with our little Scheme in

 Indonesia? Or even in Australia?

Even if we pointed our fingers at any Dissenters and screamed

 CHRISTOPHOBIC?
RIDICULOUS? – YES!

And yet this is Exactly what these people have done with their HALAL and

 our Australian Government seems to be paralysed to do anything to stop

 this Scam for fear of being called Islamophobic or RACIST. (The words are

 Interchangeable it seems?)

A frightening thing about this Scam, of which most Australian Sheeple are

 not even aware is;

The Trillion Dollar a year Funds raised right under our Governments nose is

 being used to support the spread of Islam in Australia and is being

 funnelled overseas to support TERRORISM.

Whilst, at the same time, our own Government is struggling to Balance our

 BUDGET.

How FAIR is THAT?

If our Government had the guts to wrest this Scam from the hands of these

 Traitorous Criminals, they could probably balance the Budget

in just One Year. – It would be similar to Doubling the G.S.T. without the

 dopey aussie sheeple even knowing what had happened.

In closing, let me say that I am sceptical that this Senate Enquiry will amount

 to a “Hill of Beans” inasmuch as most sheeple in Australia are completely

 unaware of its existence. There has been next to no publicity and therefore

 there will be few people putting in a complaint.

e.g There are only about 400 submissions on your web page out of the

 whole Australian Population of some 23 million, that’s about 0.00017%. Not

 very representative eh? Perhaps the fact that 9 times out of 10 your web

 page won’t accept submissions also contributes to this poor response plus

 the Fear of being Targeted by some Rat-Bag Lone Wolf Extremist should his

 Identity be exposed. 

Indeed, most of the sheeple do not even know about HALAL, what it means

 or that they are even paying this hidden Tax.

And if they do, where the money so raised is going, especially since most of

 the companies do not display the HALAL Label on their goods for fear of a

 backlash boycott by bigots like me.

--

Oigle
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From: Cheryl Chifley  
Sent: Wednesday, 8 July 2015 4:19 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: 3rd Party Certification of food

I wish to submit my objection to the halal certification of food in Australia

1. I believe it is against the Constitution

2. As a Christian it goes against my beliefs to eat food that is payed/blessed to a false idol,
 so it is very difficult for me to shop, especially as a lot of companies are now removing the
 sign or hiding it so you don't find it until  you unwrap the product, most foods/things are
 naturally halal and if a muslim is not sure all they have to do is say Bismillah prior to eating,
 what do I do?, why are we pandering to 2-3% of the population, and as for the argument it is
 for export purposes well about 8% of our exports go to muslim countries so this doesn't hold
 water either.

Please as a country whose values are based on a Christian way of life please stop this rort,
 muslims ate before they thought this up

Thanking you
Cheryl Chifley
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From: selina bowers  
Sent: Wednesday, 8 July 2015 4:26 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third Party of certification of food

Senate Standing Committees on Economics,
Third Party Certification of Food

I am very much against the certification of food by any religious group.
If the certification is supposed to help people of the Islamic faith why aren't these
 certifications made obvious, why because most people don't want it and business
 is afraid of boycott if they advertise they are using certifications. Kosher is
 targeted to a small number of people and aren't using mafia style tactics to
 persuade companies to comply. Having said that I am still against the paying of
 certification fees.
The main reason I abhor halal certification is the barbaric and inhuman killing of
 animals for any religion. I don't care about the prayers (many others do) I am
 worried about where these fees go to and very concerned about the scam of
 certifying of products that are naturally considered halal or products that are
 certified and are not even consumed. Then it goes on from the manufacture to
 transport and distribution. You cant touch, store etc of the product without
 everything it comes in contact with must have a certification attached to it.  It is
 the biggest SCAM.
I require my meat to not be ritually slaughtered, so where is MY choice  on this
 matter.  All meat if not advertised as certified, is still ritually slaughtered and then
 rejected and sold main stream but NOT advertised as being ritually slaughtered. It
 is disgusting.
I am not very good at expressing myself but my main concern is the inhuman
 slaughter. We have come a long way in the manner we treat animals and this is a
 backward step in my opinion. My second concern is the unnecessary certifying of
 products that don't contain animal products which is what this halal is mainly
 about  and as with any dietary requirements people can just read labels. Why not
 enforce proper labelling then people can  make an informed CHOICE.

Thanking you for reading.

Selina Bowers 
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From: Sternhell  
Sent: Wednesday, 8 July 2015 4:36 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: submission for certification enquiry

Hello,
Below is my submission to the certification
 enquiry.

The most important point in my submission is to
 question the suitability of the chairman – Sam
 Dastayari. I believe he has an conflict of interest
 here that fatally compromises the integrity of the
 entire enquiry. The biggest aspect of the enquiry
 is the investigation in to Halal certification.
 Kosher certification and organic certification are
 relatively minor but still important  aspects.

Senator Dastayari’s parents were student radicals
 from Iran who were active in installing the hard
 line Islamic regime that is still in place in Iran.
 Sam’s upbringing would have included loyalty to
 such an Islamic system. This potentially deep-
seated loyalty to Islam should be an automatic
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 disqualification for his position as chairman. An
 excuse that his background gives him insight is a
 lame one-the staff resources can uncover such
 information re Islam. Such a potential conflict of
 interest should make the entire enquiry a waste
 of time and money as well as quite possibly
 creating a false conclusion.

It is in the Qur’an that it is permitted to lie to the
 Infidel(non-Muslim) to further the cause of Islam.
 This is of course NOT the accepted way for our
 Judeo-Christian based society. It is essential that
 the head of the enquiry can not have any
 potential conflict of interest. There are 4 levels of
 lying condoned in the Qur’an (Koran)-Taqiyya,
 Kitman, Tawira and Miruna.

Senator Dastayari is NOT a correct choice of
 enquiry head.

Halal certification is a relatively recent
 phenomenon-only about 30 years. Why was it
 not required for the previous 1370 years? Food is
 either Haram (forbidden) alcohol, pork, blood
 and carrion (which can be easily ascertained) or



 is intrinsically Halal. Whole classes of food are
 intrinsically Halal, seafood is a case in point. All
 seafood is intrinsically Halal. Certification of such
 intrinsically Halal products is unnecessary. To
 gain certification fees for such a process that is
 not actually required can only be regarded as a
 rort. If a surgeon  for example was caught
 promoting, performing and charging for services
 that were flagrantly and knowingly unnecessary,
 they would be deregistered. It is fraud. This sort
 of behaviour coercing producers to pay for an
 unnecessary service should fall foul of a raft of
 legislation- trade practices, consumer law etc.

There has been hearsay evidence of coercive
 behaviour being used to persuade and intimidate
 producers to sign on for certification schemes.
 Dick Smith has made public statements to this
 effect. It would be prudent to have him as a
 witness for the enquiry. Hopefully other
 witnesses will come forward to testify that
 pressure was applied to get producers on board.

The public has not been properly informed on
 packaging of food that it is Halal certified and



 fees paid to certifying bodies. Some religious
 entities forbid consumption of food dedicated to
 another god. Not adequately displaying this
 status is deceiving some people in to committing
 a sin in the eyes of their religion. This act of
 deceiving some people in to breaking their
 covenant with their God is utterly unacceptable.
 For myself, this is not an issue, but I can
 sympathise with those who have been deceived.
 There have been cases of Halal certified food
 having pork in them and huge hullabaloo from
 offended Muslims, so the reverse case should
 also apply- denominations that have been
 deceived(but have been deliberately
 inadequately informed) should by all rights be
 incensed.
 
Hopefully the enquiry investigates where the
 certification money goes. If a convoluted trail has
 been laid, it should have the alarm bells ringing-
just what is being hidden? Certainly, some of the
 money goes to fund  the Mosques and Islamic
 schools that are springing up with alarming
 regularity. These Mosques and Islamic schools
 promote Islam and Sharia Law. Sharia Law is



 diametrically opposed to the Australian Judeo-
Christian based society and Constitution.

I would suspect that other submissions have
 pointed out some of the aspects of Sharia Law
 that most non-Muslim Australians should find
 abhorrent, but I shall include some:-
Sharia Law , which regards the Prophet
 Mohammad as the “perfect man” has no
 problem with child marriage. It is well
 documented that Mohammad married Aisha
 when she was 6 and did not consummate until
 she was 9. This is regarded as normal under
 Islam/ Sharia. It is totally unacceptable in
 Australia under our laws.
Female genital mutilation- a common practice in
 Islamic countries. It is utterly unacceptable in
 Australia. Male circumcision is a hygiene related
 procedure. In Jewish custom, it is performed as
 humanely as possible. It does not affect sexual
 function or pleasure. Female genital mutilation
 serves no “genuine” function except to deprive
 women of sexual pleasure. Unacceptable.
Gay rights-here in Australia, we are debating gay
 marriage. Under Sharia, the debate is to whether



 to hang or behead homosexuals. As I say, Sharia
 is diametrically opposed to Australian values.
Animal slaughter under Halal rules is barbaric by
 animal cruelty standards. It is amazing that the
 animal liberationists are not up in arms about
 this. Most meat in Australia is Halal
 slaughtered(bit strange when Muslims are
 supposedly only 2 ½% of the population.) Under
 the Halal rules, the slaughterman must be
 Muslim. This discriminates against non-Muslim
 slaughtermen. In any other industry, this
 discrimination in employment would be an
 outrage.
 
There is evidence that some of the Halal
 certification money finds its way to groups that
 support terrorism. This must be fully
 investigated. Under the Qur’an, money from
 taxes on non-Muslims (Jizya) and certification is
 effectively a tax on non-Muslims who have NOT
 requested their food be Halal certified, must
 have a proportion going to “charities.” There are
 8 such “charities” – Sura 60 verse 9 I think, one of
 which is “cause of Allah”, which the Hadith shows
 is war to promulgate Islam-Jihad. Jihad is war



 against Infidels- all non-Muslims. It specifically
 calls for the slaughter(murder) of Infidels.
 Certainly, this is happening in the middle east
 with ISIS. On an aside, it is very surprising that
 these true crimes against humanity being
 committed by these groups have not incurred
  condemnation from the UN. Effectively, some of
 the certification money goes to fight and destroy
 our culture! The trail must be uncovered. I would
 suspect many of the submissions to this enquiry
 would point this out. Certainly, any cause that
 would seek to undermine our very society and
 culture should have its funding source
 extinguished. From what I gather, Kosher
 certification funds the Beth Din. I have no idea
 what activities it promotes, but I have never
 heard of widespread Jewish terrorist groups
 being funded by Kosher certified food.

It is totally unfair that non-Muslim consumers are
 being deceived in to effectively paying for the
 activities of a group that seeks to destroy us.
 Halal certification costs must find their way in to
 higher prices. I personally find it abhorrent that I
 am effectively being forced in to paying for



 certification that adds NO value to myself as a
 consumer. It is actually funding the demise of our
 society. Apart from boycotting MOST products,
 including some favoured ones, I am having my
 choices severely compromised. Remember, 97 ½
 % of Australians are NOT Muslim. It is unfair that
 the vast majority are paying for this “service”
 that the majority have not requested. Thus far,
 the consumer-at-large has NOT been informed of
 the implications of Halal certification.
 
From what I gather, if a Muslim does not have
 food available that they know is Halal, they can
 say a prayer and consumption is then OK. A
 Muslim will NOT starve because Halal certified
 food is not present. Perhaps a “Halal compliant”
 category can be introduced that does not have a
 financial component attached. We all know that
 when significant amounts of money are involved,
 corruption is inevitable. Having NO money
 changing hands via an halal-compliant
 classification would be acceptable to most
 groups. Export products to Islamic only markets
 would be the only case where specific
 certification would be required. Once again, the



 financial inducement to provide certification
 services must be carefully scrutinized. Perhaps
 Islamic groups can do this on a voluntary basis.
 Perhaps the Beth Din (Kosher) will have to follow
 suit. The Jewish community may be amenable to
 supporting the Beth Din directly to have a
 register of Kosher products. Please note, Kosher
 products are clearly labelled and in specific areas
 of food stores. Halal products should also be in
 specific areas with very clear labelling.
 
There could perhaps be a means whereby non-
Muslims can opt out of paying the Halal
 certification component of a product’s price.
 Perhaps a card that can be scanned that feeds
 the information through the computer so the
 producers do not have to pay the certification
 fees for the products sold to conscientious
 objectors. One would suspect that few genuine
 Muslims would use such an opt-out. Given the
 ubiquity of computers, such a system would not
 be that difficult to install- it would be as simple as
 swiping a store loyalty card. Store loyalty cards
 could even have the Halal status linked. It is a
 simple alteration to the system. This opt-out



 system would almost certainly be acceptable to
 Halal objectors. They would be secure in the
 knowledge they could enjoy their favourite
 brands of food without having to pay for
 unwanted certification. I suspect it would not be
 that difficult or expensive to implement. It could
 even be made as a phone app, which could be
 even more efficient. Scan the phone at the
 checkout. If Jews or Muslims chose to opt-out of
 their respective certification schemes, it would
 show they are not genuine. Any reasonable
 person would agree that the user-pays approach
 to religious certification is probably the fairest
 approach. An opt-in system where the consumer
 elects to pay for religious certification could also
 be investigated. It would show who is genuine.
 Care would be needed to ensure no deception is
 employed to deceive people in to presenting a
 card under false pretenses, eg false
 representations of the significance.
 
In summary, my key points are:-

1) Ensure there can be no potential conflict of
 interest in the choice of enquiry head. I will
 stress, there appears to be a serious conflict



 of interest in the choice of Senator Sam
 Dastayari as the head of this enquiry.

2) Thoroughly trace the paper trail of where
 certification money goes. If it is an opaque
 trail, this would be indicative of something is
 being hidden. This alone should be grounds
 for banning the offending religious
 certification scheme. This would apply to all
 religious certification as well as other
 certification schemes being investigated in
 this enquiry.

3) It is imperative that none of the money paid
 for any certification scheme compliance finds
 its way to any group which in any way
 promotes interests which are not in keeping
 with Australian values and society. Certainly,
 any evidence that even a dollar finds its way
 to any terrorist group or group that seeks to
 install a system-religious or cultural that
 conflicts with Australian values should have
 the certification scheme held up for further
 scrutiny if not banned altogether. Funding
 the promotion of Sharia law in Australia that
 is in clear and stark conflict with Australian
 moral concerns is possibly the most



 important aspect to be investigated.
4) Investigate alternate compliance methods

which bypass the payment of fees and the
subsequent serious potential for financial
incentives resulting in dubious promotion of
such schemes.

5) Investigate an opt-out system for those who
object to paying for religious certification
that may conflict with their personal religious
or ethical beliefs. An opt-in system on the
user-pays principle would be even simpler
since there is probably only a smaller number
who would be interested.

6)Halal compliant category that bypasses
 financial incentives and payments would
 remove the potential for money going to
 recipients that consumers would not approve
 of. The enquiry could make
 recommendations whether the compliance
 category is administered by government
 bodies or the respective religious bodies as
 part of their general community activities.
 Restrictive employment practices must be
 outlawed-they contravene employment
 regulations.



I hope some of these points are of use to the
 enquiry.

Beverley Sternhell
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From:  
Sent: Wednesday, 8 July 2015 5:02 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Ban Halal in Australia

Hello my name is Andrew Molesworth 
I live at 

I'm against halal for the following reasons.

The Halal ritual slaughter on all meat products are animal cruelty, silting throats and
 reversible stun techniques are barbaric..
The amount of products that are now forced to have halal certification, yet do not clearly
 label and/or make the consumers aware they are supporting Islam.
The money raised by halal is collected in syria by the Islamic Organisations which in turn
 helps fund acts of hostility such as Islamic recruitment and Terrorism. 

I want Halal banned in Australia, or at the very least made like the cigarette packets with
 an image of a ritually slaughtered animal on all halal meat products so the consumers are
 aware of what they are supporting.
Australians have the right to choose, don't let halal obfuscate the decisions by unclear
 labelling and lies.
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From: Daryl French  
Sent: Wednesday, 8 July 2015 6:04 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject:

As a concerned citizen of Australia I would like to stop Halal certification in this country. This
 country does not need it and the millions of dollars it raises cannot be tracked and therefore
 could be going anywhere.
The stand over tactics used in raising this money must be stopped.

Concerned

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au
mailto:Natasha.Rusjakovski@aph.gov.au


ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 523

Submission Details: Mr George Kratsas





From:  
Sent: Wednesday, 8 July 2015 6:54 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATE INQUIRY

Halal certification in Australia.

 My concern regarding labeling is with HALAL. I would like to know why companies are certifying their
 products then not labeling them so their target customer base knows they are Halal. Surely this defeats the
 purpose of certifying ones product!

 We have the situation in Australia where almost all meat and all chicken are HALAL slaughtered and HALAL
 certified. According to the latest livestock studies this is not the best way of slaughtering meat and it doesn't
 give the best product. I would also like to point out having only Muslim slaughter men is against our
 discrimination laws.

 But no meats in the supermarkets nor the butchers are marked HALAL which they should be . I would imagine
 its because the individual butcher also sells pork however it doesn't change the fact meat was slaughtered with
 Halal methods and a certifying fee was charged on that meat. As a customer who wishes to avoid supporting
 companies who pay these fees how do I know which meat is not halal slaughtered? All meats need to be
 labeled in a TRUE manner so if the animal has been slaughtered with no stun the label should read
 RELIGIOUS KILL if the animal has been slaughtered with theHalal export acceptable method it should read
 HALAL SLAUGHTERED. It is this way that people can make an informed choice.

 I would also like to draw the inquiries attention to all packaged food that is now being certified Halal, we have
 almost all milks all sugars, salt, flour, cleaning products, the list goes on and on but as an example I will list
 some below.
Brownes Milk (Regular, Hilo, Skim, Premium Cafe 2L), Sour : Dairy Dairy Farmers Milk : Dairy Devondale
 Milk and Cheese : Dairy Family Choice Milk : Dairy Farmdale Aldi Milk : Dairy It really depends on the
 supplier, some do pay for certification and some don't according to Aldi Farmhouse Gold Milk : Dairy Fleurieu
 Milk and Yogurt Company Milk and Yoghurt : Dairy Food Works Milk : Dairy Gippy Milk : Dairy Harris
 Farm Milk, yoghurt : Dairy Hasting's Dairy Co-op Milk, yoghurt and cheese : Dairy Homebrand Milk : Dairy
 IGA Milk : Dairy Liddells Milk, Cream, Cheese : Dairy
 Lactose Free Cheese, Lactose Free Cream, Lactose Free Milk (variety) Longwarry Food Park Milk, cheese,
 cream : Dairy Milky Way (Mars) Chocolates : Confectionery Mooloo Milk : Dairy Organic Dairy Farmers
 Milk, cheese, cream, butter, yoghurt : Dairy Paul's Milk, cream, sour cream, yoghurt : Dairy
 All products with gelatine are halal certified. PhysicalMilk : DairyPure OragnicMilk : DairyRevMilk :
 DairySmarter WhiteMilk : DairyTrimMilk : DairyZymilMilk : Dairy Allowrie Butter Butter : Dairy Beautifully
 Butterfully Aldi Butter : Dairy Buttercup Crumpets, Piklets : Bakery Country Gold Butter Blend Butter,
 Margarine : Dairy Golden Churn Butter Butter : Dairy Just Organic Aldi Butter : Dairy Lurpak Butter : Dairy
 Red Feather (Ballantyne) Butter Products : Dairy Western Star Butter : DairyAustralian Lake Salt WA Salt
 Group Salt : Baking Products Mermaid Salt : Baking Products Olsson\'s Salt Salt : Baking Goods Saxa Salt Salt
 : Baking Products en Furney Flour : Baking Products
 Other products that the company is unwilling to disclose at present. Manildra Flour MillFlour : Baking
 Products Western MillingFlour : Baking Products Bakers Biscuits Biscuits : Biscuits Baumann's Biscuits
 Biscuits : Biscuits Byron Bay Cookies Cookies and Biscuits : Biscuits Emu Bottom Biscuits Anzac Biscuits :
 Biscuits Fantastic Rice Crackers, Square Rice Crackers. : Biscuits Ital Biscuits: Toscani, Fiorentini, Europeans
 : Biscuits Kez's Almond Bread, Cookies, Biscuits : Biscuits Naturally Good Biscuits and Snacks : Biscuits
 See their website for specific items Old Colonial Cookie Company, The Cookies and Biscuits : Biscuits Oreo
 Biscuits : Biscuits Pyotts Biscuits : Biscuits Sunrice Savoury Rice Cakes : Biscuits
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 The sweet ones are not halal certified. Sunrice Rice Cakes Rice Cakes : Biscuits All original and savoury
 flavours. TridentRice Crackers : BiscuitsTuckers Natural Gourmet CrackersCrackers : BiscuitsWholesome
 BakeBiscuits : Biscuits Cobalt (peppermint) : Confectionery 5 Electro (spearmint) : Confectionery 5 Electro
 (spearmint) : Confectionery 5 Pulse (tropical fruit) : Confectionery 5 Tempest (watermelon) : Confectionery 5
 Zing (bubblegum) : Confectionery AntiOx Chocolates and Snack Bars : Confectionery Belgian, The
 Chocolates : Confectionery Buderim Ginger Buderim Gingerbons, Chews, Ginger, Bears : Confectionery Duc
 d'O Chocolate seashells, Truffles : Confectionery Duc d'O Chocolate Les Manons : Confectionery Eclipse
 Mints Black Chill, Cinnamon, Orange, Peppermint, Spearmi : Confectionery Extra (Wrigleys) Blueberry,
 Freedent, Spearmint, Strawberry (tab on : Confectionery Ferndale Confectionary Sugar-free Kopiko® coffee
 drops : Confectionery Fyna Licorice Licorice, Lolloies : Confectionery Galaxy Chocolate (Mars) Chocolate :
 Confectionery Grans' Fudge : Confectionery Guylian Chocolates : Confectionery Hubba Bubba Chunk -
 Seriously Strawberry : Confectionery Kopiko Sugar Free Coffee Drops : Confectionery M&M's (Mars)
 Chocolates : Confectionery Maltesers (Mars) Chocolates : Confectionery Mars Bounty : Confectionery Mars
 Dove Chocolate : Confectionery Mars Bar (Mars) Chocolates : Confectionery Mentos Lollies and Mints :
 Confectionery Milky Way (Mars) Chocolates : Confectionery Nestle Chocolates Nestle : Confectionery Nestlé
 Chocolates : Confectionery PK (Chewing Gum) Blue and Mint : Confectionery Pods (Mars) Pods Chocolate :
 Confectionery Skittles Fruits and Littles : Confectionery Smooze Fruit Ice : Confectionery Snickers (Mars)
 Chocolates : Confectionery Sweet William Chocolates : Confectionery Toblerone Chocolates : Confectionery
 Twix (Mars) Chocolates : Confectionery Well Naturally Chocolates : Confectionery No Added Sugar Milk
 Chocolates, Sugar Free Dark Chocolates. Whittakers Chocolates - All except Rum and Raisin : Confectionery
 Wrigleys See Extra, Hubba Bubba, PK and Skittles : Confectionery

 As a consumer, I have purchased halal choices phone app and i can assure you NONE of the products above
 have been included in my shopping list in the last 5 months since I found out about what I consider a huge
 scam. All of these products should carry a huge HALAL label big enough for older people to see however the
 packets are so small that's not possible and most times hidden inside the package when its to late after you open
 it .

 It is my understanding and granted I'm not a scholar of Islam but my understanding is Sharia law is the legal
 arm of Islam and when living in an Islamic land where Sharia law is deemed to be the legal framework of that
 country that is what everyone abides by. However, we are NOT living under sharia, we do not have a pluristic
 legal framework in this country (even though AFIC has tried to have sharia legalised) but the fact is we are not
 under sharia and HALAL does not legally apply to Muslims living in Australia. So why are we suffering with
 halal certification? were are my rights to shop carefree and with ease and confidence that I'm buying products
 that have not been affected with this Halal why should I spend extra hours to look up products on my phone to
 see which products carry the mark and the most disappointing is there is less & less non Halal products why as
 an Australian have to change my ways to suit foreign religion. We are a multicultural nation with all types of
 cultures, religions and foreigners and apart for Muslims they have all integrated into our Australian way of life
 and not asked to change our Laws and religion to suit theirs. And for example why is there toilet paper halal I
 don't get it do they eat that as well? tampons as well they must be hungry. Jokes aside NO product needs to be
 Halal all they have to do is say a prayer over there food and that makes it Halal how did they eat food in the
 past before certification in Australia? I AS AN AUSTRALIAN AND WE AS A NATION DO NOT FOLLOW
 SHARIA LAW "HALAL IS SHARIA LAW" Who's country are we in

 I understand from AFIC websites and other Islamic websites the money collected through the HALAL scheme
 is used to build more mosques as well as look after the current ones, it pays for Islamic colleges and schools (as
 well as us the taxpayers funding them) and yet STILL mosques call for donations to build new mosques and
 schools. So where DOES the halal money go? I have read an abattoir was quoted $27,000 a month to be
 certified.. where does THAT money go?

 I ask the government to do the will of the people and get rid of HALAL foods out of Australia just like they
 have in Sri Lanka.

 Thank you
regards from George Kratsas
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Dear Members of the Committee, 
 
I wish for my name to be withheld from publication.   
 
On behalf of my family, I am asking for clear product labeling of halal certified 
products.  There also needs to be an inquiry into halal certification and its governing 
bodies. The fundamentals of such an inquiry will ensure transparency from the 
certification process, fees, and memberships to the distribution of the religious fees 
with the aim of ongoing transparency.  
 
As an Australian consumer, I am frustrated and concerned by the practice of halal 
certification in this country. I do not wish to support any companies that pay an 
Islamic religious fee to have their product halal certified. A little more than 2% of our 
population is Muslim and I do not want to fund special religious rituals, Muslim 
charities, Muslim schools or political campaigns to increase the presence of Sharia 
Law in Australia. Why should all Australians, of many different faiths and cultural 
backgrounds, be funding the growth of one particular religious ideology, through the 
impost of a fee on many of our grocery items, products and services.  
 
Fact #1.  Muslims represent approximately 2.2% of the Australian population. Are 
Muslims the only ones who have the right of religious freedom in this country? 
What about the religious freedom of the other 97.8% of Australians, which should 
include the freedom not to observe the practices of a religion in which they do not 
believe? Halal certification is DISCRIMINATION against Jews, Christians and Sikhs 
in particular, who are all forbidden by their faiths to eat foods that have been 
ritually slaughtered and blessed by other gods. What happened to our right of 
religious freedom to adhere to the teachings of our own faiths?  
 
According to the COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA CONSTITUTION 
ACT - SECT 116 - Commonwealth not to legislate in respect of religion. The 
Commonwealth shall not make any law for establishing any religion, or for 
imposing any religious observance, or for prohibiting the free exercise of any 
religion, and no religious test shall be required as a qualification for any office 
or public trust under the Commonwealth.  
 
My personal interpretation of Section 116 is:  Halal certification imposes religious 
observance of Islamic practices on the 98% Australians who do not practice this 
religious observance. By allowing Halal certification and by not enforcing labeling of 
all items that are halal certified, this contravenes Section 116 as it prohibits the free 
exercise of other religions, which are forbidden to eat food that has been ritually 
slaughtered and/or has blessed by a false god. Many multi-national and Australian 
companies are paying for, endorsing, supporting and defending the practice of 
Islamic religious rituals at the expense of other religions. Atheists and others are also 
discriminated against. Does this not contravene Section 116 of the Australian 
Constitution?  
 

Fact #2. Halal Certification only began in Australia in the 1980s, or at the earliest the 
1960s. Islam has been around since circa 630AD. That means that Islam existed 
for at least 1330 years without the need for Halal Certification, therefore it 
cannot be claimed to be essential to the observance of the religion. The Koran 



says food should be halal but it does not stipulate anywhere that a product must 
undergo “halal certification” for it to be halal. Certification is a modern day fee 
imposed on a majority of people who do not submit to the Islamic religion and Sharia 
law. If muslims require halal certification they need to fund it themselves or simply 
read the ingredients and say their blessing of “Bismallah” over the food!  
 

Fact #3. The halal method of slaughter is barbaric (using the reversible stun method 
renders the animal unconscious for a brief time (10-15 seconds), and takes an 
unacceptable amount of time to die, especially cattle). The ONLY acceptable 
method of slaughter is the non-reversible stun method BEFORE the throat is 
cut. There are also a couple of Abattoirs that have been given permission to 
not use any stunning. This method of slaughter is cruel and inhumane and all 
Australians would find this an unacceptable way for these animals to be killed.  

Fact #4. Any food that is not from an animal source is automatically considered to be 
halal (allowed) and does not need certification in any form. So why is there such a 
proliferation of grocery items that are now halal certified that do not derive 
from an animal source? Since Halal Certification is not necessary for any product 
that has not been slaughtered, the certification off all such products should be 
banned completely. Islam also prevents the consumption of alcohol or of 
products that have come in contact with alcohol. So an interesting observation is: 
how can a product like vegemite be halal certified? It comes about as a direct 
result of alcohol manufacturing. 

Fact #5. Halal Certification symbols have been found on products as diverse as dog 
food, toilet cleaners and feminine hygiene products. Since, presumably, none of 
these products are intended for human consumption, and in light of facts #2 and #3 
above, Halal Certification is totally unnecessary and can only be seen as an attempt 
to impose an Islamic fee upon the rest of Australia, thus bringing Australia 
under Sharia law.  
 
One conjecture point within Australia is the growth of Islamic control within our local 
economic market and the global market as a whole. This growth extends away from 
the religious preparation of consumables with its origins of the slaughtering and 
preparations of consumable meat to its contemporary empire of wealth.  
 
Products that were not required to certify are now mandated to certification for the 
individual company’s introduction and expansion into this global market. Halal is no 
longer centralised over the blessing of consumable products or any product that may 
touch a Muslim’s skin but rather a three stage certification stemming from 
production, transportation and marketing.  
 
The Halal Certified foods, services, consumable and non-consumable product 
market has advanced to a global organisation worth trillions of dollars annually. 
Despite this many companies that are paying for halal certification, are not displaying 
it on their labels or even on their websites.  
 

Fact #6. In the case of meat products, the slaughter must be carried out in 
accordance with Muslim rituals. The slaughterer has to be a muslim male. This 
discriminates against any non muslim and/or female person seeking employment 



as a slaughterer and thus contravenes Australia’s anti-discrimination laws. 
 

Fact #7. Whilst it might seem simple to say, “If you don't want to eat Halal Certified 
foods, don't buy them,” the pressure that is being exerted on companies to pay for 
Halal Certification means that, unless something is done about the situation, very 
soon it will be impossible to buy foods that are not Halal Certified. Why should the 
97.8% non-Muslims in Australia be denied their right to choose in this way?  

The issue of the majority of consumer food products and other goods carrying the 
Halal Certification leaves my family and I with a limited choice of product denying us 
an equitable choice. We believe the monopoly of halal certified companies/charities 
of religiously certified food and fast food needs to be removed. There should be 
equality of food for all people regardless of religious identification. If a company want 
to say their food abides by religious laws then they should be free to say so without 
paying for certification. 

In the interests of transparency, it should be mandatory that halal certification 
labeling must be displayed on all packaging in clear view of the customer. Not just 
on the original box that the customer does not see, but on each individually 
packaged item, in a large enough size, so that we have the right to choose what we 
eat and also choose what we refuse to eat.  
 
If a company wants their product to be halal certified, so be it, but we, as consumers 
want the choice to decide whether we will buy these products, based on this 
certification. Sometimes it is even difficult to get such information when calling the 
company directly. Any products that are Halal Certified, or that contain Halal 
Certified ingredients, should be clearly labeled and identified as such and any 
company offering Halal Certified products should be compelled to offer an 
equivalent non-Halal range. Fees for Halal Certification should be paid by the 
Islamic community, since they are the ones benefitting.   
 

Fact #8. The Jewish religion also has its own strict dietary laws, yet they 
manage to observe them without forcing them upon the rest of the Australian 
population by pressuring manufacturers to pay exorbitant fees for “Kosher 
Certification.” If they can do it, why can't the Muslims? I support the idea that clear 
labeling of food in all of these areas, becomes mandatory, so that the Australian 
people can make educated and informed decisions based on the information 
provided to them. 
 

Fact #9. The fees paid for Halal Certification go to support Islamic charities, 
mosques and Islamic schools. In other words, these fees, which of course are 
passed on to the consumer, pay for the spread of Islam. These fees are, in effect, 
an Islamic Sharia fee imposed on all Australians. Why should I be forced, 
through Islamic Halal Certification fees passed on to the consumer, to pay for the 
spread of a religion that insults other religions in this manner? Why does my offence 
not count? Is it only Muslims who have the right not to be offended? Is it only 
Muslims who have the right to decide which religion they will support and which they 
will not support? Does religious freedom in Australia apply only to Muslims?      
   
Fact #10. While Halal certification in Australia continues to expand in its certification 



scheme, it continues to be shrouded in secrecy and protected from disclosure. The 
non-transparency of halal certification, corporate complexity, profits and distribution 
of religious funds can no longer be sanctioned solely under its very organisations, 
religious clerics and the Australian Federation of Islamic Council. The Australian 
Government needs to ensure transparency of all organisations and Institutions within 
Australia regardless of religious and economic standings.  
 
To all of the members of this committee, I ask that you consider this information with 
due respect and concern. Many Australians are still not even aware of the Halal 
certification of a great percentage of the products in our supermarkets, but there is a 
groundswell occurring right now. People are feeling angry and disillusioned that this 
has been occurring right under our noses, and it has been allowed to gain 
momentum.  
 
We, as Australians, have the right to know what we are eating, and to choose if we 
eat it or not. In the interests of transparency it seems logical that we label all food 
appropriately – Halal, Kosher, Organic; Australian Grown and Produced. Those 
people needing Halal certification would need to know which products meet these 
criteria and hence, should be expressing their dismay that halal certified products 
are not even labeled as such. Unless, it really isn’t of major concern to the muslim 
population and what then, is the point of halal certification? Those who do not want 
to purchase Halal certified products must have the opportunity to make an educated 
choice by having this certification clearly shown. 
 
Please respect all Australian consumers and give them/us the necessary information 
so we can make our own choices, whether it be based on religious beliefs or purely 
been able to make an educated and informed choice. A law needs to be introduced 
stipulating that all products that have been halal certified must be easily identified as 
such, both on the packaging and on the company website.  
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From:  
Sent: Wednesday, 8 July 2015 9:27 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject:

From: R. H.
Sent: 8/7/15
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Food Certifications

Dear Senator,

First of all I would like to thank you for speaking up on behalf of the majority of
 Australians.
I would like to have a choice on what I buy. If I have to know all about you (the
 pollies) as in your views your family life etc. for me to vote on, what is the
 difference in knowing who I support in buying a product, eg Local, Aussie,
 Overseas, Charity, Religion.
I would like to see this particular halal certification abolished in Australia and
 things could change now instead of more problems later.(Westerners are not that
 clever, but it would help)
I would like very clear labeling so I can choose who I support at least.
I would like to know exactly where the money for this certification goes, this should
 be taxed because people are buying a product with extra fees in some type
 of way to cover the certification and is NOT A DONATION by me.
Regards
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From: Jenny Virginia French  
Sent: Wednesday, 8 July 2015 10:19 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Cc: 
Subject: Senate Inquiry On Halal

The Senate Inquiry On Halal,

1. The Constitution makes it incumbent on the Federal Government to

 prevent religion being imposed on ANY Australian citizen. The protection

 of the Federal parliament is necessary to ensure that no form of cult or

 religion is imposed, through ANY means, on the citizens of this nation.

 Currently, the Islamic doctrine is being imposed both overtly and covertly,

 through various means on your constituents with the halal tax in the guise

 of a “certification” being one of the latest techniques being adopted.

2. Retailers are being coerced into joining the extorted halal tax rort.

3. The halal “certifiers” are cornering the market on products and services,

 gradually. They brag, quite accurately, that they have cornered the market

 on certain products, for instance. This means that hardly a processed food

 that is manufactured MUST use that “certified” product in its’ processes.

4. Genuine believers in Sikhism, Hinduism, Christianity, Atheism etc. are

 unable to consume ANY product or service with the confidence that it is

 NOT halal “certified” because, even if an identifying label is placed on the

 good or service, there is no guarantee that it does not contain halal

 “certified” ingredients or components. Jewish people cannot eat Halal but

 Muslims CAN eat Kosher foods.

5. With the enormous variety of so-called halal “certifiers” currently in the

 market it is easy for the income to be hidden and the dispersal of the

 gained revenue distributed, anywhere in the world, in a clandestine

 manner, directly or through trusts, family members, groups, individuals,

 companies, “religious” enterprises, donations, charities, etc. etc. Payment

 may also be diverted through the “certified” organization, overseas, as a

 part of the contract arrangement with final payments or in the cost

 discount applied at the point of sale.

6. We, the people of this nation, demand that we are protected from rorting
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 by any cult or religion or being forced to participate in ANY activities of

 these groups.

7. Sadly the vast majority of shoppers and consumers are no longer able to

 choose Non-halal meat…. because all they are likely to get is the harem

 degraded Ritually Slaughtered meat that has been through the Halal

 procedure and been rejected at the Post Slaughter Inspection as being ‘Unfit

 For Muslim Consumption’ .

Here are our Human Rights - in particular Article 18 -

 https://www.humanrights.gov.au/freedom-thought-conscience-and-

religion-or-belief

8. Islamic charitable organizations send funds to militant organizations who

 fight in the Cause of Allah against the enemies, but who do not draw a

 salary. This can only be interpreted to mean irregular combatants –

 terrorists.

It is vital that everyone understand that NO ONE is permitted to change

 these laws. Sharia is regarded as Allah’s Law. So when someone on Wall

 Street or Fleet Street claims that no proceeds from their Sharia-compliant

 institutions, products, transaction or instruments could possibly be used

 for nefarious purpose, they have no basis for these hollow assurances,

 simply because they have no authority or control over the ultimate

 distribution of zakat funds.

 Http://www.shariahfinancewatch.org/blog/2013/10/11why-do-islamic-

charities-send-zakat-to-terrists-because-shariah-says-they-must/

9. AUSTRALIAN HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION Article 18 Freedom of thought,

 conscience and religion or belief

Human Rights Act. regarding Freedom of Conscience - should give us the

 right to religious and secular freedom, ie to not be forced to participate in

 religious rites. Dedicating this meat to a god violates this right: hence there

 is forced participation in another's religion without consent.

Sincerely

Virginia French
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From: claire johnson  
Sent: Wednesday, 8 July 2015 10:27 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Boycott Halal, GMO and Radiation contamination

I Claire Johnson
  require you as the government to protect our standards of slaughter

 and food labelling including Halal, GMO, Clear country of origin and imported produce. So
 I as a consumer can make safe choices and not contribute to terrorism, cruelty to
 animals or consume contaminated produce. I also require radiation testing be done on all
 imports and not dilution. I will no longer buy any imported or Halal food.

 Sent From C. Johnson  
Sent from Windows Mail
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From: Barb Legg  
Sent: Wednesday, 8 July 2015 10:43 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Re Boycott of Halal Certification.

I Barbara Legg, really object to having to have a religious tax imposed upon us by a
 minority group.  My religion doesn't impose a tax so I object to having one put onto food I
 purchase.

I object to the cruelty imposed on the animals slaughtered under the halal name.  It's
 disgusting and should be stopped.

I suspect that the Halal certification payments being made by companies are being given
 to terrorist organisations to support the very people who are trying to murder innocent
 people, even here in Australia.  If that is the case then this is illegal and should be stopped
 immediately. 

These people are trying to assert their religion on others, next it will be sharia law and the
 whole of the country will be under attack.  I feel very strongly about this and I will boycott
 any company's products I find are halal certified.

Islam is taking over this country and it needs to be stopped and all these people need
 deporting back to where they can practice their religion that isn't in Australia.  The UK has
 just recognised the 10th anniversary of the London Bombings, the recent Lindt Cafe
 "murders" are still fresh.  If we allow these people to carry on in the way they are there
 will be more murders.  Islam is infiltrating our way of life, soon no woman will be safe to
 walk the streets during the day unless she has a burqua which, whilst it is the muslim way,
 I find it disgusting that I have to witness this.    There is no integration with Islam, it's their
 way or the highway.  Deportation of all muslems who refuse to leave islam is the only way
 to stop it changing the way we live.

I know I'm not very good at making submissions, but I do my best.  I want to live my life
 with my religion and not have to have someone elses pushed down my throat on TV every
 night on the news.

Please make sure this is not ignored.
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From: Graeme Hancock  
Sent: Thursday, 9 July 2015 3:36 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Re-Third Party Certification Food Scheme

From:       Graeme Hancock
Sent:  Thursday, 9th July 2015
To:     Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject:    Food Certifications 

I would like to register my objection to the Islamic halal tax which is being
 unfairly imposed upon the Australian public. As per your Terms of Reference;
(a) I am concerned with halal certification as I see that halal is inspired by Islam
 and it's primitive sharia law. I also believe that halal certification was initiated
by Saudi Arabia as a way 
     of promoting the world wide spread of Islam. The Ex
 Grand Mufti of Bonia Herzegovena, Dr Mustafa Cerc has
 previously urged the muslim ummah to conquer the world 

 through halal certification, a sentiment shared by many
 other muslims hostile to democracy and the Western way of
 life. I do not share their sentiment and I do not wish to fund
 their        
     aggressive plans for world domination.
(b, c and d) As I am totally against any form of religious tax on any item that I
 buy from shops or supermarkets or any service performed for me and that I
 think that halal certification should    

 recognised as a scam and abolished from these shores
 period and full stop, there is no need for me to comment on
 labelling. 
(e) I understand that there is little impact on prices of goods
 because of halal, however, I don't care if it only costs a
 tenth of a cent to fund this scheme I do not wish to pay it. It
 is my 

 money and it should be my constitutional right to choose
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 how and on what I wish to spend it and I certainly do not
 wish to have any of my money to go to a religious scam.
(f) I understand the importance of the export market and
 also the cunning way the certification racket is holding all
 Western exporters at ransom for access to the muslim
 markets. World     
    Leaders need to put a stop to this. I believe Sri Lanka has
 already put a stop to halal certification and if they can do it
 I'm sure that we can too. It is ludicrous to expect any   

 democratic country to pay any money at all for the
 privilege of being able to sell to the muslim market because
 of so called "religious beliefs". It is disturbing to think we
 are talking about a        
    world wide islamic tax of trillions of dollars.
(g) As previously stated I am totally against any form of
 religious tax so it is useless for me to discuss my views on
 this matter since I believe halal certification has no place in
 this country to    

 start with. 

     As a final comment may I say lastly but not least that the
 halal method of slaughter for the unfortunate animals is
 barbaric and not what a modern society should accept. I
 would also like   
     to ask if anyone has a clue as to where the trillions of
 dollars in halal money actually goes to.

 Thank you for the opportunity to voice my concerns.

 Graeme Hancock 
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I do not agree with Halal certification on products made in Australia for Australians when you 
consider that the largest part of our population is Not Muslim. 

I see this impost as a ‘Tax’ on us, to an organization that is raging war and terror on people simply 
because they are not of their belief. 

Please stop this madness from continuing in our country, I truly believe that without intervention 
civil disobedience will be the result and a divided community. 

I am not only born in Australia, I served in the R.A.A.F. and to do that I gave an oath to defend this 
country with my life, to stop invaders from taking over our country and or destroying our way of life. 
I believe in our country even if at times I disagree with decisions made by our leaders. 

Trevor Crump 
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From: Ruth Conradie  
Sent: Thursday, 9 July 2015 10:11 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Submission re Halal Certification

Dear Sirs,

(e) I do not wish to pay for halal certification which I regard as the imposition of a
 religious tax on my food.

(c) I suggest that the halal status be printed in large format to enable people like me to
 avoid halal food.

(g) Halal food should state that animals are not slaughtered in accordance with Australian
 standards.

I am concerned about the level of cruelty that halal slaughter can inflict upon animals.
 Why have our own  Australian standards of stunning and slaughter and then allow the
 wholesale circumvention of those standards.

Yours sincerely,

Ruth Conradie
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From: Peter Conradie  
Sent: Thursday, 9 July 2015 11:26 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Objection to Halal

Dear Sirs,

(e) I do not wish to pay for halal certification which I regard as the imposition of a
 religious tax on my food.

(c) I suggest that the halal status be printed in large format to enable people like me to
 avoid halal food.

(g) Halal food should state that animals are not slaughtered in accordance with Australian
 standards.

I am concerned about the level of cruelty that halal slaughter can inflict upon animals.
 Why have our own  Australian standards of stunning and slaughter and then allow the
 wholesale circumvention of those standards.

Yours sincerely,

Peter Conradie
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From: Paul Chapman  
Sent: Thursday, 9 July 2015 2:29 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Bernardi Submission into Halal certification

Dear Sir.

i, Paul Chapman, an Australian citizen and voter submit that the halal certification scam
 that is becoming ram-pet within Australian are nothing more than an illegal religious tax.
 This tax has been imposed on us the Australian people illegally and unjustly without any
 notification or public consultation. 

i find this tax we have had imposed on us, is against our constitution and has been illegally
 charged since the 1980's and i for one feel all Australian people should be made good for
 all expenses this has caused us to pay without our knowledge from the bodies who have
 profited illegally from this tax. 

i also find it difficult to believe the Australian government would allow such animal
 cruelty to occur within the guidelines for animal slaughter under halal. 

It has been proven across many regions around the world most recently in Canada that this
 illegal halal tax is being used to fund organisations that wish to bring terror to the law
 abiding people of the world. I feel ashamed to call myself Australian while this is
 happening within our country the one that many of our people fought to allow us the
 freedom and safety to achieve all we can. It also saddens me how many people are being
 forced out of work due to the halal requirements for staffing. many people have become
 redundant because they are not muslim and cannot work within a business that is halal
 accredited.

A very good example of how ridiculous this tax that is being imposed on us is. We look at
 Carlton United Breweries who have become halal certified which makes me laugh and
 also shows the extent that these organisation will go to in order to tax us the Australian
 people. Muslim people are forbidden to consume alcohol with that in mind why would
 they approach and convince a brewery to become certified other than the fact the industry
 is huge and the dollars these organisations can extort from them is also overwhelming. 

This illegal tax needs to be overturned and outlawed for the good of the country and the
 entire population of Australia. 

Regards 

Paul Chapman
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From:  
Sent: Thursday, 9 July 2015 2:41 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third party certification of food

Dear Committee

I wish to make a submission to the inquiry into third party certification of food.
I'm very concerned that the government should focus on providing information to consumers that would help
 us choose the source, quality and processing behind any food products. 
There is virtually no regulation - it is left up to corporations to market things to us with leading slogans, dodgy
 advertising, pretend standards and no enforcement. The government claims that there is self-regulation when
 there is nothing happening.

We cannot tell:
~ which company owns the products even - this is all covered up
~ where the products have come from, or where they were processed
~ what the ingredients are and if they are safe
~ the amounts of fat, sugar or other factors that affect our health
~ what inputs have been used, including poisons, pesticides, herbicides
~ how the people and animals involved have been treated or abused
~ any sort of environmental, fair trade or cruelty standards 
~ and lots more

We need some real food labelling and easily accessible information that can be scanned or available via app.

This would help us work out if the food is OK to buy or not.
Supposedly we have a system that provides choice, but choice cannot be exercised without information.

I look forward to a real food labelling system that has content and is enforced.

Your expectantly 
Roy Bishop
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From: Katrina Patrickson  
Sent: Thursday, 9 July 2015 3:21 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Submission to inquiry on halal certification

I Katrina Patrickson of Lawson NSW.  Would like to make a submission regarding halal
 certification.  I am against halal certification. I have many reasons for this including,
 Ritually slaughtering animals is cruel. I find the whole certification idea a big joke on us,
 Muslim people themselves have clearly stated that they can bless their own food. They
 don't need us to pay for certification. We have no idea where the money goes. I would also
 object to paying for a Christian certification. WHAT is the actual point of all our food
 being halal certified when only 2% of us are Muslim. I object. Thankyou
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Third Party Certification of Food

Senate Standing Committees on Economics
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600

To: Senate Economics Reference Committee

Dear Committee Members: 

I would like to voice my objection to Halal Certification applied to domestic consumer goods.

The value system I follow is a Christian one. My belief is my own private position and it is not for me to demand 

another to conform to my position, or for me to submit to the demands of any value system that goes against my 

interests or security.

It is my view the Halal Certification scheme is a tool designed by those wishing to create funds to contribute to a 

value system I hold in contempt. I do not wish to support such a value system especially when I go to purchase 

consumer goods. It is my belief that a number if not all of the Halal Certification companies approved to operate 

in the domestic market have a direct affiliation with Islamic mosques and the promotion of the goal of Islam as 

recorded within the Qur'an.

In view of the fact that so may products now carry this certification, and the certification mark is so difficult to 

find, I feel that my freedom not to support this value system is being completely denied my while this system is 

allowed to operate.

Furthermore, the Halal system is operating virtually like a taxation system, similar to the Wholesale Tax that was 

replaced by the GST. As far as I am aware the Australian Federal and State governments are the only authorities 

that can legally levy taxes. Thus this scheme should be considered illegal. I consider that in this case we are being 

taxed illegally by Moslems, and the companies involved in this scheme are victims of extortion.

It is my view that all religious markings and references should be removed from all consumer goods in Australia.

 8th July 2015
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TO THE COMMITTEE SECRETARIAT,
Senate Standing Committees on Economics
PO Box 6100 Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600
economics.sen@aph.gov.au
Name: Withheld on this document  Residence: Withheld on this document Phone: Withheld on this document

RE: Third Party Certification Inquiry - To The Senate Standing Committee on Economics  

As an Australian consumer I am deeply concerned by the practice of halal certification in Australia.  I do not wish to support any brand 
or company that pays an Islamic religious tax to have their product halal certified. I believe less than 3% of our population is Muslim 
and I do not want to fund special religious rituals or political campaigns to increase the presence of Sharia Law or halal certification or 
any aspect of the muslim faith whatsoever. The muslim faith is NOT my religion and conflicts with my own beliefs. Halal certification 
is a multi billion dollar enterprise worldwide including over 1 billion made here in Australia annually under the guise of religion. I 
believe that because it is claimed to be a religious non-taxable profit and a charity based scheme, the money benefits ONLY the Islamic 
population. Halal certifiers are taking their certification to unreasonable lengths by forcing companies to certify not only food now but 
anything they can find including essential household items.  I believe the halal certification sheme and certifiers are using religion as a 
guise to force certification onto any possible item they can get away with for more $. I ask you to review the following:

1. I respectfully ask you to call for transparency on all halal certifiers in Australia and all other  halal certification scheme corporations 
including their certifiers. Islamic law requires a 2.5% tax called zakat which is imposed on income and accumulated wealth of all 
devout Muslims.
eg: the muslims that are involved in the halal industry - the imams, slaughtermen, workers, business & shop owners etc.  Halal 
certification is done on an exhorbitant fee for service basis, with the fees varying with the scope and scale of the services.
Certification is provided by Islamic organizations, and would not be halal if the required zakat was not paid on the fees. I have read that 
there are eight classes of zakat recipients, each of which gets a 1/8 share of the gross.
One of those classifications is fighters in Allah’s cause aka Mudihideen, aka terrorists.
The above leads me to believe when you purchase a product which is certified Halal, you may be indirectly contributing to 
terrorism.  (One of the five pillars of Islam is the requirement that every Muslim contributes to the Islamic charity (alms) tax or Zakat.)

2. Australian Government needs to ensure transparency of all organisations and Institutions within Australia regardless of religious and 
economic standings

3.  Many companies are paying for halal certification and not displaying it on their labels or even on their websites. It is even difficult to 
get such information when calling the company directly. What can be done about making it law to display halal certification on labels 
so consumers can make informed choices about the products they buy? I respectfully ask that the labelling be marked clearly on the 
front of the halal certified and NON halal certified meat, poultry and all other food and household products. This submission should 
also include separation into their own respective areas/aisles in shops and supermarkets so that NON HALAL consumers, like 
myself, can make an informed choice on which product  they choose to purchase with ease.

4.  I am also concerned about possible animal cruelty in the halal slaughter process. The Koran does not stipulate anywhere that a 
product must undergo certification for it to be halal. Reversible stunning or no stunning for religious reasons should be banned in our 
country and  I ask you to consider ONLY conventional stunning of an animal applicable making the only exception if the animal is 
being exported for sale. 

5. It has become extremely hard to source NON halal certified meat in Supermarkets or local butchers  anymore. Halal slaughterhouses 
are  run by muslim only slaughtermen ,transporters etc which discriminates against everyday Australian citizens looking for 
employment.  There is only a small percentage of under 3% muslim population in Australia and also under 3% exports of halal certified 
meat so the surplus is sold off to unwittingly NON halal customers by stealth with unclear or no labelling at all on the product.  I 
respectfully ask that you  consider keeping halal certified slaughterhouses to a minimum  or rule that the Halal certified slaughterhouses  
also cater for the needs of  NON halal customers which would allow Supermarket chains  who purchase their meats solely from this 
slaughterhouse,  the ability to supply the  preferred choice again to the NON halal customer. Halal slaughterhouses need to clearly label 
the product  itself also as I have found some  ONLY label the distribution box which is unhelpful & deceiving to the NON halal 
consumer.

Many consumers like myself are waking up to the halal certification rort and refusing to support Australian companies who choose to 
shun their loyal customers in favour of  the halal certification rort anymore. This in turn will eventually be devastating to Australian 
businesses who choose to only cater to the needs of  the muslim faith. With muslim faith based  halal certification imposed on 
Australian  Owned & made products now our dedication to "Buy Australian" has become a thing of the past.
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Submission points of reference and associated arguments 
for the inquiry into Third Party Certification of Food 

TERMS OF REFERENCE OF INQUIRY 
 

1. The extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but 
not limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified 
food and general food safety certification schemes; 
2. Current labelling requirements of food certification schemes; 
3. The need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification 
fees; 
4. Whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to 
make informed purchasing decisions; 
5. Details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, 
and the potential for these to impact on prices for consumers; 
6. The importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access 
and returns to producers; 
7. The extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers 
including, but not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and 
any related matters. 
 
Submission 

1. The extent of religious certification has become so widespread it is becoming 
difficult to find many staple foods that are not religiously certified. This seems 
to be especially the case for the Islamic Halal certification. Of less a concern 
is the certification of production processes such Organic products or in the 
case of eggs Free Range. These processes have an intrinsic impact on the 
product and can act as a point of differentiation, as opposed to a philosophical 
or religious believe that imposes on all consumers to satisfy a minority.   
 

2. Current labelling requirements are non-existent in Australia. It is done 
optionally. 
 

3. It seems odd that a company would pay for certification and then not display 
that certification on their labelling. This could only be seen as deceptive in that 
it takes away the consumers choice at point of sale to reject a product from a 
manufacturer that has contributed to a religion or organisation that is counter 
to the consumer’s beliefs or morals. 
 

4. Do current schemes provide information for informed choices?? Not if there 
are no indications provided on retail packaging. Another overlooked aspect to 
this is an assumption that halal just means it is healthy, this is in fact wrong. 
Halal means religiously acceptable to Islam, same as kosher is religiously 
acceptable to Jews.  Any information regarding halal or kosher status should 
also clearly explain it is a religious requirement of the particular religion and 
may be offensive to others. More on this below! 
 



5. Any detail of fees and their impact on pricing is totally hidden by non-
disclosure agreements. There have been reports of larger companies paying 
hundreds of thousands of dollars per annum. There is also widely spread 
information that to use the logo on a product, another annual fee is charged. It 
beggars all belief that any company is going to forgo their costs of any 
amount, nor use these legitimate business costs against pricing formula. I am 
equally certain no shareholder is going to allow absorption of these significant 
costs. To date, no certification body or company has offered to open their 
books or tax records to refute sensible reasoning that these certification costs 
are indeed all passed on to the consumer. 
 
I approached a major Australian manufacturer of fruit products to let my 
concern be known at them paying for Halal certification. Their response 
assured me that their manufacturing process and products where naturally 
Halal regardless. So an even greater reason to raise the question as to why 
they feel the need to pay what amounts to a religious tax that their customers 
can not avoid.  
 

6. The export claims re certification appear to be supported by only AQIS as a 
government body, and only with regard to meat products. It needs to be said 
however that there are also many claims of 'all' halal items are for export and 
many billions of dollars are at stake if halal is curtailed in any way. Logic 
dictates these claims are full of unsubstantiated exaggeration, if the figures 
'claimed' are applied, Australia is supposed to be exporting sufficient amounts 
to actually feed and clothe nearly 20% of world demand, a highly unlikely 
situation. Some published export figures show very minor amounts at stake, 
with regard to general halal product. There are graphs around that show 
export to most Islamic countries is at the lower end of the scale, and not as 
significant as many claim.  
 
However, any and all export product is clearly 'not domestic' product. There 
should be no reason export products demand the same treatment on local 
domestic product. The proviso being any and all processing for export firstly 
meets Australian law and standards, particularly animal welfare laws. If any 
company desires the export business, then do so under Australian Law and 
guidelines, and provide a separate and clearly defined domestic product, if 
local religious status is required, do so with it clearly and prominently labelled 
as such and a separate product line for any non-religious affected product, 
with all added costs charged only to the end user. 
 

7. The extent and adequacy of information available to the public is almost zero, 
because of the aforementioned non-disclosure agreements and seemingly 
across the board reticence to 'own' any certification. Any information offered 
by Islamic organisations is often offered as halal is not anything to worry 
about and is good for everyone. This is absolutely wrong, and is deceitful as 
to the religious nature of halal status. What is absolute fact is that both Halal 
and Kosher are wholly religious practices and are matters of faith and 
subsequently belief. There is no scientific or medical reason, nor any implied 
health benefits to be gained from either dogma, that is not already inherent to 
foods prepared under Australian standards. 



As an adjunct to these guidelines, there is a substantial and extremely important 
aspect completely ignored by the terms of reference, and indeed should be at the 
head of all points of reference. That is as mentioned above, Halal and Kosher are 
wholly and only a religiously controlled subset of their laws, and are only religiously 
decreed beliefs. To act and believe in 'inclusive' works two ways, by 'including' all 
consumers in a single halal certified product, with no clear alternative, is in reality 
imposing the religious status on everyone. This is in direct contravention of our 
religious discrimination laws. This is either a misguided and possible deceitful 
argument provided to manufacturers by the certification bodies, or a completely 
arrogant and highly offensive assumption it is OK to 'include' non-religious customers 
in this religious requirement. 
 
 
A further final aspect to fees, certification and religious content, is that all fees are 
payable to religious, tax exempt bodies, bar one or two privately 'supposed experts'. 
One should be asking how and why non-disclosure agreements are being allowed 
within the context of tax free religious bodies, these would seem to be a 'commercial' 
construct and only available to commercial transactions. Secondly, all funds are 
utilised only to the use of the specific religion, and are yet drawn from the widest 
possible section of society, and is in this fact using non-Muslims or Jews if applicable 
to fund a religion without knowledge or consent. This is to me an offensive and illegal 
abuse of consumer trust. 

 

Thank you for your consideration. 
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To Whom It May Concern,

Please consider this my submission on how I feel about the Food Certification Industry and its 
relevant Inquiry.  

As a consumer, I feel it is imperative to have freedom of choice when it comes to purchasing food 
that is certified in any particular way.  Some companies have decided that even though they have 
chosen to certify foods, that they won’t label it accordingly as it may impact their sales.  This should 
not be their choice to make.  We have a right to know what our food purchases are contributing to 
whether that be a religious cause or health foundation.

My second objection is to fees and charges that may be charged to businesses.  Some of these are 
exorbitant and the businesses have no option but to comply and pay those fees to reach certain 
markets.  This is extortion. Who sets the fees and are they justifiable? And what are the funds used 
for? Are these certifiers getting tax breaks while pocketing millions? 

My third objection is to the necessity of the certification.  In this instance I’m referring to Halal 
Certified water, nappies, cat food, and everything else that doesn’t contain animal by-products or 
other haram ingredients.  These companies are being told they have to be certified to reach certain 
markets when their product already complies with the standards naturally.  

There was a time when things weren’t certified so some things are obviously unnecessary and 
nothing but a shameful cash grab.

I want freedom of choice as a consumer and right now there is nothing that forces companies to give 
me that right.  Instead I have to do extensive research to know who is and isn’t certified.

On a personal level, I do not agree with Halal or Kosher Certification.  I am not wanting to contribute 
to a certain religion and don’t want to be forced into buying unnecessarily certified goods which only 
benefit a certain religious community.  I also wouldn’t buy Christian certified goods, or Hindu 
Certified goods.  I am not a bigot, but I believe in a united community that benefits all, not just 
secular groups who do not assimilate.   If I could be sure that it was a non-profit organisation, or that 
the proceeds benefitted the community as a whole then I would be okay with that.

Yours Sincerely.
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Dear Senator

I am opposed to halal certification of food in Australia.  I believe it to be a scam and a money making 
business.  My belief is that some manufacturers of foods that are able to be eaten/drunk by Muslims 
freely are being coerced into halal certification. Why should we the MAJORITY pay extra for our food 
because of the MINORITY. Why don’t we have a choice? Labelling of halal certified food is very poor. 
I want to see correct labelling, where halal certified foods MUST display an Australia wide symbol.

I want to see these so called Halal Certifiers registered and complete transparency in what they do 
with the money.  

Most of all I want this wonderful country of ours to remain AUSTRALIAN.

Please consider the majority instead of bending to the will of the minority for the sake of political 
correctness and for fear of being called a ‘racist’ which is far too often thrown at us.

Yours sincerely

Leanne Cole
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To whom it may concern,

I would like to present a submission on Halal certification. As an Australian citizen I am concerned 
that the food we buy and need for sustenance is tax by an ad-hock organisation. This tax is effecting 
my eating habit, shopping and life style. I would like to express my concern that this is happening in  
our own Country. Who is getting this tax? It has no benefit to us or our government. It would be the 
same as if I decided I want to all my food prayed over and therefore made everyone else pay for my 
wishes. Please as a committee consider the rights and comforts of all Australians, not just a select 
few. The strangest part of this whole tax, that it is totally unnecessary, the food only needs praying 
over to become Halal, so once again why, are we being charged for something we don’t need or 
want.

Thanking you for reading and hopefully considering this.
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The Third Party Certification of Food

It really concerns and frustrates me that so many products in our grocery stores 
are kosher/halal certified.

I am not a religious person and I am not interested in supporting any religion. 
The fact that I have to pay money to a religious group against my will, by means 
of only halal products being available or by companies not labelling their 
products as halal, infuriates me.

I live in Australia, not the Middle East!! It should not be this hard to buy groceries 
without a religious tax. I believe the halal certification process has gotten out of 
control and is just a money making scheme. It’s a scam and the Australian public 
are being forced to pay due to a lack of regulations and control. Muslims only 
need to pray over their food to make it fine for consumption. Other religions pray 
over their food too, but they don't charge us for it.

Does anyone really know where all the money goes? With all the terrorism going 
on in the world now, that is very alarming.

I think halal certification should be removed from Australian food.

Please think of the future of Australia

Thank you
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FAO: The Inquiry into Third Party Certification of Food 

I wish to lodge my submission into the Third Party Certification of Food: 

I am opposed to religious certification of food and any other product as it removes my right to 

choose not to purchase products that support ideologies I do not believe in. 

I believe that no product made and sold in Australia should have religious certification as Christians 

and Muslims can both bless their food with a prayer before they eat it – there is no need to certify it 

when produced.  

Why are naturally halal products, honey and water for example, halal certified? Why is Vegemite, 

made with brewer’s yeast extract which is a by-product of beer making, halal certified when Muslims 

are not permitted to touch alcohol or alcohol products? 

I believe that "Ritual Slaughter" of animals is inhumane and archaic and should no longer be 

tolerated. 

Religious Discrimination in the workplace brought on by Muslim only slaughtermen employed at 

abattoirs as a result of the unnecessary Halal Certification of meat for sale in Australia should be 

banned. 

Yours, 

David Drummond 
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Senate Standing Committees on Economics 

PO Box 6100 

Parliament House 

Canberra ACT 2600 

 

 

Submission to the Senate Inquiry into  

Third Party Certification of foods within Australia. 

 

Halal Certification in Australia: 

 

Name & Address supplied 

 

1. We object to the removal of choice not to support a religion when 

we buy food. 

 

2. That most food items are halal already and do not require 

certification. 

 

3. That foods are not labelled halal certified [yet companies have paid a 

halal certification fee]. 

 

4. We object that 100% of the profits of these tax-free charities 

are for the sole purpose of furthering Islam by building more 

Muslim-only private schools and mosques and Muslim-only 

community welfare. Money from the wider community is being 

channelled to a minority for the benefit of the minority only. 

 

5. Halal Certification is an Islamic extortion fee overriding our own 

Australian HEALTH REGULATION RULES and our long fought for 

ANIMAL RIGHTS. 

 

6. Object to the enforcement of Halal Slaughter in Australia: Halal meat 

comes from animals who suffered a cruel death by having their 

heads PARTIALLY sawn off with a knife, the head remains still 

attached to the body by the neck bone, the nervous system is still 

fully intact, they are still fully conscious, and very SLOWLY dying a 

cruel and painful death until they finally bleed out. This not 

acceptable! Our slaughter houses should return to humane 

slaughter [bolt]  In many Australian abattoirs only Muslim males 

can now find employment as slaughterers. Non-Muslims and women 



are considered haram - unclean. This is sharia law, manifest in 

discrimination on gender and religious grounds 

 

7. I would like to see a Financial report of the total monies collected 

by the Islamic certifiers. 

 

8. I feel the Australian public is entitled to see how the money collected 

by Islamic certifiers has been spent or where the money has 

gone. As per one out spoken Halal Certifier $12 Billion? 

 
 

9. Can the government explain why when we have so many religious 

groups here in Australia there is only one [Islam ideology] that is 

forcing or taking away our rights of choice and forcing non 

believers of Islam ideology to pay a fee on all our produce and 

products? Should other religions/beliefs be compromised to appease 

ONE group? 

 

Whilst we have accepted that muslims or people who follow islam [sharia 

law] are living  in Australia, we do not feel that we should have to 

have our choices of food altered for compliance with a faith that 

we do not have ourselves.  If you we want  to donate to a religious 

charity or organisation, then that will be our choice.  

 

I would also like to bring your attention to a Halal Certifier Mohamed 

Elmouelhy conduct and behaviour via social media, publicly degrading 

Australian citizens while goading a quote "Water is done, petrol is done, 

what next...me think electricity"   this attitude to HALAL certification 

clearly shows that HALAL certification to this well known certifier is 

nothing more than a money making scam hidden beneath a cloak of 

religion forced upon our community.  

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=2&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CCwQFjABahUKEwiRl6eDsMvGAhWEGqYKHftYAbQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.afr.com%2F&ei=CgKdVZHqMoS1mAX7sYWgCw&v6u=https%3A%2F%2Fs-v6exp1-ds.metric.gstatic.com%2Fgen_204%3Fip%3D125.168.208.172%26ts%3D1436353032662681%26auth%3Dhbzi2kysp2xqnsjs4t7a5cadz5tchbcz%26rndm%3D0.7700718049891293&v6s=2&v6t=6726&usg=AFQjCNFWguKgt0gOZxQjhAgj4UZO1JeD9g&sig2=YLBvWJICvKZofbPcZD09nA&bvm=bv.96952980,d.dGY


 

 

 

 



 

Reading some of the quotes by this Halal Cert, it is clear, that what we 

can only call a scam, is been run at the expense of Australians on their 

daily grocery bills and goodness knows what else will be seeked out in the 

future for Halal Certification. 

If clarification of our food labelling is needed, then we suggest this is done 

by the Australian government, there is NO fee for companies to seek a 

Halal APPROVED label, this will enable the very small muslim population 

of Australia to read labels and be assured and the exporting of products 

to be seen overseas as Halal Approved.  

Halal Certification as it is now should be stopped immediately,  
that ONE faith can extort  ‘ tax free’  fee’s  from our own country 

produce and products, is criminal. 

Regards  
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Submission of report into Third Party Certification of Food

Dear Senators

Thank you for accepting this submission.

I have difficulty seeing reason why we as Australians need to have Halal certified food/products in 
Australia.

We should not need to accept any religious beliefs for this certification.

We have freedom of religion in Australia.

It is a sham and makes us submit to Islam regulations in our free country.

It should be against the law for Halal certification to be placed on our products.

Thank you

Greg Edwards
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Third party certification of food

Senate Standing Committees on Economics 

PO Box 6100 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600 

Dear Committee Members:

I wish my name to be completely anonymous and do not want my identity to be made public.

This Submission is in regards to the Halal Certification on our domestic market that has been applied to all 
goods and services including, but not limited to, the preparation and packaging of goods, right through to 
the transportation of the same.

The issues relating to the certification I have, is not the certification in itself, but questioning the validity of 
Australian domestic suppliers being charged exorbitant fees that are then being passed onto the consumer 
needlessly.

My own personal experiences with the Muslim community over the past 46 years of my life, has seen me 
openly question them about the Halal Certification and what it means to them. I have been shocked to find 
that nearly all of them were totally unaware of the certification on foodstuffs that is there to apparently 
prevent them ingesting “haram” products. They have adamantly informed me that Halal Certification flies in 
the face of what is taught in the Quran and that it is in direct conflict of the teachings of their prophet. 

For proof of what Muslims think of Halal Certification, I direct your attention to the words of Imam Habib 
Bewley: 

Quote: ‘The first of those is that everything is halal until there is some definite proof that it is haram, as is 
indicated by Allah’s Words…….the translation of which is, “It is He who created for you, everything that is 
on the earth.” Everything on the earth is for us to make use of, is halal, except for what Allah and His 
Messenger tell us is haram. But halal certification works on the exact opposite principle, that everything is 
haram unless it is declared by them to be halal. This is clear when one examines their operating 
procedures. For example, one of these organisations on its website stipulates the following conditions for 
businesses that want to obtain their halal certificate:

    “Only Halaal food and beverages approved by us are to be served, sold, stored and or processed on the 
approved premises.” And:

    “In the event of private purchases by stores, this will be permitted only from suppliers who have been 
explicitly approved by us.”

They are expressly forbidding businesses, shops and restaurants from purchasing goods from sources 
other than those approved by them. And, by extension, they have declared all non-approved goods 
forbidden, haram. They do exactly what Allah commands them not to do. ‘- Unquote

(Further information on what Imam Habib Bewley has to say on this matter can be found 
here:http://www.jumuamosquect.com/khutbas/khutba/archive/2012/january/27/article/khutba-on-halal-
certification-fiasco.html)

It concerns me that if I wish to avoid funding the building of mosques and Islamic schools (I myself am a 
non-practicing Christian and as such, do not support any religious groups financially or morally), that I must 
search for the Halal Certification stamp on my grocery items before I can purchase them. A lot of 
companies that are Halal Certified actually ‘hide’ their certification symbol inside the packaging, meaning I 
am being deceived into paying for something I was trying to avoid. (Coon brand of cheese is an excellent 
example of this tactic)



I totally understand the difficulties facing any group of people that have specific dietary requirements and 
need to avoid certain ingredients, but I take exception to it being faith based. If a person has a peanut 
intolerance, do we as Australians, ask every single company to pay huge amounts of money to label food 
as containing nuts? If we are lactose intolerant, diabetic or have any other conditions that certain foods 
could potentially cause harm, if not death, do we as a nation ask every single manufacturer, packaging and 
transport company in our country to pay a fee to have the ingredient certified to alert potential victims? 
……NO

By having a religious certification on all food items, I am being denied an equitable choice when shopping 
for my family. I am being forced, by underhanded means in some cases, to pay for the inhumane slaughter 
of animals, the ability for overseas exporters to receive Halal Certified Vegemite (I am YET to see proof that 
there is enough demand within the Muslim communities in other countries that even consume Vegemite to 
warrant this product requiring certification!)

The business of Halal Certification has not only been applied to human food items, but cat food (who my 
Muslim friends assure me, are NOT considered Muslim by default of being owned by a Muslim), toilet 
paper, the troughs animals are being fed out of, the trucks transporting the goods and to add insult to injury, 
but financial institutions! There is even a case for discrimination as abattoirs are required to ONLY hire 
Muslims for the ritual slaughter and to say the ‘prayer’ over the dying animals. They are even demanding 
the transport drivers are Muslim only in some cases.

If a company wishes to continue to fund the Islamic movement both overseas and within this country, it 
should be MANDATORY that the items and any part of the production of same is clearly and definitely 
labelled as Halal Certified to give the consumer a greater choice at the checkout.

The only solution to this particular issue is to stop Halal Certification in this country. It is neither wanted by 
non-Muslims (and a lot of Muslims also who are too fearful to speak out), nor required by the Muslim 
community. It is an unnecessary ‘tax’ on the day to day grocery shopping expedition by all Australians, 
regardless of their own religious beliefs. This goes against our very own Australian Constitution under 
Section 116: ‘The Commonwealth shall not make any law for establishing any religion or for imposing any 
religious observance’. By not removing Halal Certification from all goods and services, our government is 
silently giving permission for a religion and ideology that I do not prescribe to.

Thank You
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Thank you for the opportunity to submit to this inquiry on the certification of food.

There are so many inconsistencies with halal certification. Cat food, vegetarian food and chocolate 
(Easter eggs for all the Muslims celebrating the resurrection of Jesus Christ?) do not need halal 
certification yet all these things are certified for certain companies. This proves the point that it is more 
about money and holding companies to ransom by saying if they don’t pay for the certification they 
will make sure Muslims don’t support them. 
Small Australian companies cannot compete with the politics involved, and I believe that if Australia 
doesn’t support small business now we will pay a huge price in the future.

If Muslims want halal certified food it should be costing them, not bringing them an income. No 
company should be penalised for not paying to have their food  inspected and certified .

Everyone knows it is a sham-even some Muslims have said so. It needs to be abolished before it gets 
any more out of hand. 

Thanks,
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Inquiry: the Third party certification of food

To whom it may concern:

I have followed the Third party certification of food for some time, in particular the halal certification 
of the Australian main stream food supply.

Halal Certification is supposed to mean that the food is acceptable for followers of the Islamic faith, 
muslims, to consume the food without concern for the contents being against their religious laws, 
sharia law.

Sharia law Arabic: شريعة) is the body of Islamic law. The term means "way" or "path"; it is the legal 
framework within which the public and some private aspects of life are regulated for those living in a 
legal system based on Islam.

So we can see that accepting halal certification of mainstream Australian food supply, we have 
accepted and are effectively living under sharia law of the legal system based on islam.

This brings Questions to the fore: why is a foreign legal system based on islam allowed to control the 
Australian food supply? Only Australian law should be practised in Australia!

The followers of the legal system based on islam make up approximately two percent of the 
Australian population, ninety eight percent of the Australian population are not followers of the 
legal system based on islam: Why then are the ninety eight percent of the Australian population that 
do not follow the legal system of islam made to pay for the cost of the halal certification for the two 
percent that do follow the legal system based on islam? 

The cost of halal certification is paid to the certifier, normally controlled by an Islamic council, 
belonging to a mosque. Under Australian law a mosque is a house of religion and not subject to tax. 
The profits from halal certification paid for by ninety eight percent of the Australian population that 
do not follow the legal system based on islam are not taxed, millions of dollars is secreted away from 
the Australian economy without a whimper from the government dept of taxation.

Halal certification for meat production requires that the animal is slaughtered whilst facing mecca, 
that it is dedicated to allah, that the animal is conscious as it dies from blood loss and that the 
slaughterman is a male follower of the legal system based on islam, this precludes non followers of 
islam and woman from being slaughterman in Australian abattoirs that conduct halal slaughter. This 
is discrimination on a grand scale but it is allowed because of religious sensitivities. 

Most companies have realised that the Australian people do not wish to buy halal food, the 
certification certificates are hidden and the products are not labelled so that the Asutralian 
consumer is being forced to purchase halal certified products without their knowledge and in many 
cases against their wishes.

The South Australian labor government is promoting halal certification of South Australian produce 
incorrectly telling producers that it will increase the sales opportunities.



In conclusion, halal certification is certifying Australian food under a law foreign to Australia, 
discriminatory to non muslims and females in the production of food. Incredibly cruel to animals 
slaughtered by halal methods and sending millions of dollars of untaxed profits out of the Australian 
economy without government knowledge or approval. Forcing Australians to purchase halal certified 
food without their knowledge.

This third party certification must be stopped!

Regards
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8th July 2015

Senate Standing Committees on Economics 
PO Box 6100 
Parliament House 
Canberra   ACT   2600

Dear Sir/Madam,

RE: THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATION OF FOOD

I wish to submit my opinion to your inquiry for consideration.

My personal objection is in relation to Halal Certification.  

I strongly object to purchasing or consuming ANY food or other items that are ‘blessed’ in 
the name of ANY religion or god.  

I do not believe it is appropriate for manufacturers to pay for certification.  They are 
providing a service to those who require this certification and if anything should be paid by 
those requesting this service.

Wherever possible I choose NOT to purchase products that are Halal certified, however this 
is quite difficult as the labelling is very deceptive.  I have also been shocked to discover just 
how many products in our supermarket are Halal certified, considering that only 2% of our 
population requires this certification.

It is also my understanding that a large number of items that are certified do not actually 
require any form of certification under the requirements of Islam.  This makes my question 
why manufacturers (and in turn the consumers) are paying a fee for this???

I have no objection to people following their religious beliefs, however I strongly object to 
being forced to financially support any religion.  

I hope the committee will investigate this matter thoroughly and consider what is right for 
ALL Australians, not just 2% of the population.

Yours sincerely,

Narelle Doran
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Dear Sir / Madam

I am writing this email as I have a concern with the certification process of Halal 
food and products in this country. I just want you to know before hand that I am 
not racist, a bigot or have any hatred to the Muslim community. I come from a 
family of migrants and have served my country and spent 6 years in the 
Australian Army. I have also spent a vast amount of time in Muslim countries and 
understand their beliefs and culture. 

My issue and concern is to do with why I am having to pay extra for someone 
else’s religious beliefs and choices through certification. Additionally I cannot see 
why a product such as plastic knife and forks need to be Halal certified. Some of 
the products that are Halal certified are irrelevant to the Koran. 

Additionally I am concerned the money for the certification is potentially going 
to the wrong places and even overseas, or that it could be a giant scam.

If you could please have an open mind and really look into the issue of Halal 
certification for me, that would be much appreciated.

Thank you and Kind Regards

mailto:judeagonzalez@yahoo.com.au
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Senate Standing Committees on Economics 

Box 6100 

Parliament House 

Canberra ACT 2600 

Phone: +61 2 6277 3540 

Fax: +61 2 6277 5719 

Email: economics.sen@aph.gov.au 
 

9
th

 July 2015 

 

Ref: An inquiry into third party certification of food. 
 

 

 

Sir/Madam 

If halal certification is for the sole benefit of the Muslim population, financially and 

culturally, why in most cases is there no form of identification on the packaging to identify it 

as halal certified?  Concealing the fact that Australian law has been replaced with Sharia law 

doesn't seem to help anyone but those using the process as a money making scam to further 

the spread of Islam and to line the pockets of a few dishonest Muslims.  

Most of the Australian companies that pay Halal certification fees do not indicate this on their 

product in the way of an identifying logo, they supposedly Halal certify to attract the Muslim 

population albeit very small but fail to identify the product, how do Muslims know or anyone 

to that matter which products they can consume/use and those to avoid? 

With Unlabelled Halal certified product Muslims would have to do what they used to do 

before the Scam was introduced, just like every other Australian concerned about their diet, 

they would have to read the ingredients label. However with a certified logo or mark would 

make it easier for Muslims know what is or isn't suitable for their needs, with honest labelling 

those that do not follow Islam would know which products to avoid and the minority Muslim 

population would know which products to buy. 

As an Australian consumer I would like to make an informed choice about the purchases I 

make. Please respect my consumer rights and give me the necessary information so I can 

make that choice. I ask that it be made mandatory to have clearly identified labelling on 

products which have been subject to halal certification. 

I see no reason why Australian products, for Australian consumption should have such an 

unnecessary fee imposed by a minority ideology.  

I also object most strongly to the fact the proceeds from halal certification fee which is paid 

on most Australian products goes exclusively to the spread and support of Islam. The 

majority of Australians are not Muslim so are unwittingly supporting one religion 

exclusively, a religion which has proved itself to be anti Australian both in culture and its 

laws.   

If we have to have this certification I would request that it have one Australian certifying 

agency, the Australian government, and all proceeds go to the betterment of all Australians.  

 

 

Yours faithfully 

John Page 

mailto:economics.sen@aph.gov.au
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Committee Secretariat contact:

Senate Standing Committees 
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600

Phone: +61 2 6277 3540
Fax: +61 2 6277 5719
economics.sen@aph.gov.au

Third Party Food Certification Inquiry

Kosher Australia is a not-for-profit organisation; Says it charges are merely to cover 
costs.

Preparation

Kosher animals (see meat section) must be:

a. Slaughtered in a prescribed manner by a trained ritual slaughterer (“shochet”)
and checked for diseases.

b. The meat must then undergo a deveining, soaking and salting procedure to
remove the blood (“Koshering”).

c. The entire procedure must be performed under the supervision of a trusted
Rabbinic supervisor

d. Sourced from Australian Kosher website

(There is no mention of how animals are killed for this religious ritual or where 
the money goes to for any profit that may be made.  This is a religious based food 
certification ritual.  And should be user pays.  Any profit made should go to the 
Australian Government to be used to benefit all Australians in Australia.  (Val 
Bush)

Australian Certified Organic. 
e. To maintain the reputation as the industry’s leading certifier, ensuring integrity,

impartiality and authenticity in trade, delivering best value for service for 
certified clients whilst protecting the rights and interests of consumers of organic 
products.

ACO is a not for profit fully-owned subsidiary of Australia Organic Ltd.
Not-for-profit, democratic industry organisation:ACO is part of a nonprofit group owned 
by industry members. The Australian Organic Group operates on a democratic structure 
whereby members elect the BFA Board annually, and over 12 advisory groups 
representative of different sectors of industry advise the Board on matters relating to 

mailto:economics.sen@aph.gov.au
https://www.kosher.org.au/node/29563#meat
http://austorganic.com/


those sectors.

(Organic food it not a religious based food certification system and any profits 
derived should go back into providing support for Organic food as this benefits all 
Australians )  Val Bush

Halal certification in Australia began in 1974, and refers to food items that are 
permissible to consume under Sharia law,.
There are close to two dozen Halal certification organisations operating in Australia,[3] 
with the four biggest certifiers (classed as not-for-profit enterprises) being the 
Australian Federation of Islamic Councils (AFIC), the Halal Certification Authority 
Australia (HCAA), the Supreme Islamic Council of Halal Meat in Australia (SICHMA) and 
the Islamic Co-ordinating Council of Victoria (ICCV).[4] A number of businesses also 
provide Halal certification services.[5] The Australian Government does not have a 
formal role in labelling Halal food for domestic consumption.[6]

(I believe that number of certifiers has since then grown in number-Val Bush)
 Sourced from Wikipedia and Halal website

Australia caught in 'cash-for-Halal' claim- February 24, 2014 6:21PM.
 One of many articles from within Australia, if you do some searching you will find many 
articles along the same line.  In Australia and outside of Australia. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sharia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Halal_certification_in_Australia#cite_note-exportaccrediation-3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australian_Federation_of_Islamic_Councils
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Halal_certification_in_Australia#cite_note-4
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Halal_certification_in_Australia#cite_note-The_Conversation_what_is_halal-5
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Halal_certification_in_Australia#cite_note-Barnaby_Joyce_defends_halal-6
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Dear Senators

The above is just a brief example of the certification schemes that exist 
within Australia.

My concern is with only the religious based certification schemes and the 
accountability and transparency of such schemes to all Australians. I object 
to any religious based slaughter of animals. I object to being subjected to 
ritualistic verses/blessing over the foods or items that as an Australian 
consumer I unwittingly purchase.  I am unable in particular to clearly 
identify with what is specifically Halal and what is not.

My deeply personal beliefs are I believe being denied, and trivialised. I 
cannot go into a butcher shop, supermarket etc. and purchase a product and 
know what is or is not carrying a religious certification.  

I do not know if I am in some way contributing to these religions or not, but 
suspect in some way I am.  Is it fair and okay for people of Jewish and 
Islamic faith to have a religious certification on food and products and have 
others pay for that religious certification?  Is it not okay and fair that I also 
have equal rights to purchase in complete knowledge non-religious 
ritualised certification of food and products?  

I question why the need for religious certification on items such as Pet Food, 
cheese, milk.  I am left with an uncomfortable feeling that Halal in particular 
is being exploited purely for profit so religious certifiers can further their 
own wealth and agenda.  Am I complicit in supporting these ideologies that 
do not conform to my beliefs? 



My beliefs are being made light of and trivialised, yet there are many like me 
and I have not until recently been aware that this world wide money making 
scheme has existed with little or no control. 

I have seen Halal certifiers openly admit on media that this certification 
scheme has made them millionaires?  I have looked at certifier’s websites 
and do not see where all this money goes.  I have read that some or all of 
these religious based certifiers are under a tax-free status. Why?  
I have not seen this with Kosher, is their kosher cat food, toilet paper etc.?

If I consume kosher food it does not state that I am conforming to any 
religious law that I have read or aware of.  But if I consume Halal it clearly 
states I am conforming to a part of Sharia Law, not my words, but the words 
that are under all the scripts I have read for Sharia law.  

This is wrong, and if I suggested/ensured that followers of Islam or any 
other religion in Australia, adopt a practice that did not comply with their 
faith based ideology I can only imagine the outcry of discrimination that 
would follow.

The killing of animals for human consumption should be done in the most 
up to date and pain free methods available today regardless of religious 
ritualistic preaching.  This is another area that is appalling.  Even if I tried to 
avoid buying meat that was killed in the most up to date method I could not.  

I have read /been informed that only a Muslim can slaughter the meat for 
Halal and that means only a Muslim can be employed to do this work, and if 
that meat is in someway not considered Halal even after a religious 
slaughter it is then classified as Haram or not permissible for consumption 
by Muslims and discarded/sold off to other meat suppliers.  

Is this form of discrimination in the workforce of Australia where women 
would be forbidden to do the work even if they applied for this type of 
work?

Does this mean that slaughterhouse predominately employs only those with 
connected to that religion?  How far does this go?

I am not against anyone eating a particular food, I am against in anyway at 
all helping (thru tax or otherwise) to foster/support a religious based food 
certification system that supports an expansion of a religious ideology that 
is not my own.  



I am against supporting in Australia a religion that sends money or helps in 
anyway religious organisations that exist outside of Australia thru food or 
products I unwittingly purchase that has a food certification paid and not 
labelled as such.  Regardless of whether it is a charity, school or otherwise.  
Am I doing this via certification?

I would like to see the Government remove tax-free exemptions for all 
religious based food or product certifiers.  I would like to see full and open 
transparency around the fee’s and funds that are paid and received into and 
out of all food certifiers.  Food is something as we all consume and there 
should be no problems with being open and transparent about the fee’s 
/money coming in and going out being subjected to government of scrutiny.  
All of us purchase food and other items every single day.  

Religious based food certification and its laws and strict guidelines are not 
for all of us and if the rest of Australia feels  is paying for it this will continue 
to breed resentment and bigotry.  And resentment and bigotry is not a one-
way street.  I can and have been accused of bigotry and resentment for my 
feelings on this subject.  I have also seen inflammatory, rude and obscene 
comments on social media from Muslims as well as non-Muslims.   But for 
some reason it seems to be only reported when a Non Muslim is offensive.

I have read of charities such as Muslim Aid and others that have directed 
funds to overseas charities and have read reports of funds then being 
transferred onto other charities that then distribute those funds to who 
knows where.  It has been reported as happening also in Canada and 
elsewhere.  Times are different now and it does require all of us to be 
diligent and we should be able to ask the questions that some find 
uncomfortable, without being labelled as bigots and racist.  Bigotry and 
Racism can be a two- way street.

Why do we have so many private certifiers,  I have read that one certifier 
had a profit of $546,000 after paying wages and expenses, this was reported 
by ABC Fact Check and is visible on their website.   This is just one certifier?

If I want to avoid eating Kosher or Halal due to it having a direct link to 
religion I should be able to go and purchase that food or product and be able 
to easily identify that food or product as having a religious affiliation.  This 
is not the case at present and I am forced to contact manufacturers to 
ascertain if their products carry religious certification.  



Coles at Greenacre for instance has a Halal Meat section and another meat 
section.  Does that mean that the rest of the meat is not Halal? In the other 
meat section or does all the meats come from Halal certified premises? 

Thank you for allowing me to participate in this inquiry

Yours truly
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THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATION OF FOOD

Good morning
I would like to submit my concern about the Halal Certification that is being enforced on our food. 
As an Australian who loves most of our Aussie Iconic foods like Vegemite , Cadburys &  Milo to name 
a few, I find the privately owned certifiers who represent a minority population in this country & 
charge companies fees that the whole population has to bear so wrong.

The people of Australia have survived for many years without this nonsense fee and only through 
social media has this become a known charge to many who up until recently were not even aware of 
the word Halal!
This is a very inhumane way of slaughter.  The fact there are so many products that are now Halal eg 
sanitary products & cat food to name two, makes a mockery of the word as it really only refers to 
food for human consumption.

It is time the government took charge of this nightmare & shared all the funds equally amongst the 
whole population & not just a minority group if there needs to be this ridiculous charge applied.

One way to fix the budget would be to have this certification rort controlled by the government & 
not individuals who make a very suspicious living on our money.

Labelling laws need to be enforced so everyone knows what they are buying.

I hope there is a positive outcome for the majority of Australians at the end of this enquiry. IE no 
more Halal nonsense would be a good start.

Regards 
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I am no longer able to eat meat as I have trouble sourcing non-halal meat products.  I believe this is 
an issue that is causing division within the community with people are becoming angry as no other 
religion has forced their certification on Australians.  

I have some specific issues that I would like to be addressed in regard to this halal certification:

 Why is the sourcing of non halal-slaughtered meat now becoming difficult for consumers in 
Australia?

 How much of this halal certified product is being exported to countries requiring halal 
certification?

 How does the employment of Muslim-only slaughter men in Australian abattoirs align with 
Australia’s anti-discrimination laws?

 Is the Australian domestic market being flooded with halal-certified produce which is 
intrinsically deemed halal and would as such not require this halal certification?

 Is it morally acceptable for the proceeds of halal certification to be funding the advancement 
of one religion within Australia?

 Why do many halal certified products lack certification symbols if the main intention of 
certifying the product is to inform the consumer?

 Is Australia’s ingredient labelling laws able to effectively address this issue without the need 
for third party halal certification (excluding meat products)?

Thank you
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Committee Secretariat 
Senate Standing Committees on Economics
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600

Mark Parham 

Dear Sir(s)/Madam(s),

I make this submission to the standing committee on third party 
certification of food.

In viewing the terms of reference for this submission, I find them all to be lacking as per 
the following;

The third party certification of food is essentially only aimed at “halal certification” because 
it has come to the light that ordinary everyday Australians have been duped into paying 
this religious tax(jizya as it is termed in islam) since around 1974. No other religion has 
made these claims for their use, that has affected the whole Australian society.

The simple fact about this scheme and it's true intention, which is to introduce Australia to 
sharia law by stealth, is answered by a question. 

What did the muslim population everywhere on earth do before the introduction of “halal 
certification”? What did they eat?

Come on! 

What is the answer?

The simple answer is, they prayed a “grace”(by our terms) over their food before eating, 
just as their holy book instructs. 

So, why all the fuss about it? 

That is what this committee must get to the bottom of! It isn't up to everyday Australians to 
keep a check on what is going in their food or whether it is ok to eat, for goodness sake, it 
is up to our regulatory authorities to keep track of. If they had been operating properly they 
would have stopped this scam before it started.

There can be no continuation of halal certification and a complete ban imposed on any 3rd 
party certification and cancellation of all existing contracts until there is a full and complete 
investigation into the islamisation of our country by the stealth used by this ideology to 

mailto:pars-52@hotmail.com


invade our rights and purposes. 

None of our ex-serviceman living or dead fought for this country to be invaded from within 
by this criminal ideology that uses our own democracy against us to take away our rights, 
proved by the simple fact that they have introduced halal certification without any checking 
being done in the first place as to why it was needed and forced us in to eating food 
sacrificed to idols, so to speak, that is, if we choose to purchase it.

You see muslims don't even need to see a “halal” label on their food, all they have to do is 
pray their prayer and their food is “halal”!

Here is some evidence from their quran:

SOURCE: World faiths: Teach yourself Islam by Ruqaiyyah Maqsood.
ISBN 0-340-60901-X. Page 204
Surah 2:173 states:
If one is forced because there is no other choice, neither craving nor 
transgressing, there is no sin in him.

So it seems that when muslims are in non-Islamic countries it’s OK for them to 
eat non-halal food… the only requirement according to Sharia Law is to pray 
before when consuming non-halal foods. There is absolutely no need for 
halal meat in Non-Islamic countries like ours.

Surah 5:5
“Made lawful to you this day are At Tayyibaat [all kinds of Halaal (lawful) 
foods, which Allaah has made lawful (meat of slaughtered eatable animals, 
milk products, fats, vegetables and fruits)]. The food (slaughtered cattle, 
eatable animals) of the people of the Scripture (Jews and Christians) is lawful 
to you and yours is lawful to them. (Lawful to you in marriage) are chaste 
women from the believers and chaste women from those who were given the 
Scripture (Jews and Christians) before your time when you have given their 
due Mahr (bridal-money given by the husband to his wife at the time of 
marriage), desiring chastity (i.e. taking them in legal wedlock) not committing 
illegal sexual intercourse, nor taking them as girlfriends”.

Here is another translation
[5.5] This day (all) the good things are allowed to you; and the food of those 
who have been given the Book is lawful for you and your food is lawful for 
them; and the chaste from among the believing women and the chaste from 
among those who have been given the Book before you (are lawful for you); 
when you have given them their dowries, taking (them) in marriage, not 
fornicating nor taking them for paramours in secret; and whoever denies faith, 
his work indeed is of no account, and in the hereafter he shall be one of the 
losers.

We Must Protest!
It is completely unacceptable to use outdated 7th Century halal Ritual 
Slaughter methods in the 21st Century.



Regardless of all the emotion and name calling etc., that is occurring on this 
subject currently, there is a huge problem developing within our country due to 
this issue that will see civil unrest develop because the powers didn't check 
“halal certification” when it was first introduced. 

So, why did it take so long for the community to take notice? Because we have 
finally been made aware of the covert rorting scam that is halal certification, 
principally through the activities of one Mohamed Elmouelhy who publically 
admonishes opponents to his scheme which he has bragged about making him 
supremely rich.

There has been much rhetoric about the need for the halal certification of 
products for export, the ritual slaughter of animals for export and emotive 
statements about the failure of these exports due to the various countries 
requirements. AS stated in all of the above MUSLIMS DON”T REQUIRE HALAL 
CERTIFICATION, so why have we allowed it to take over, why are we halal 
slaughtering animals when we export them live to those countries, it is 
downright ridiculous , the whole thing is an absolute mess. 
I found this constitution of the **Supreme Islamic Council Of Halal Meat In Australia Inc** which specifically 
shows the issue between halal CERTIFICATION AND ISLAM ......
-
OBJECT OF THE ORGANISATION
The Organisation shall be non-profit religious Organisation dedicated to the promotion of Islamic Religion, 
Culture and Principles with the following objectives:
1. Co-ordination and Supervision of the production of Halal meat and other food products so that it is strictly 
in accordance with Islamic Shariah, for the benefit of Muslims in Australia and abroad.
2. To appoint Slaughter men, Supervisors and other individuals essential to the carrying out of the functions 
of the Council or it's members
3The resources of the Organisation shall be used by member societies for Achieving the following:
i) Co-ordination of work undertaken by member societies
ii) To unify Muslims of Australia from diverse background for the cause of Islamic Dawah
iii) To implement a system of Islamic Education
iv) To acquire property to fulfil religious needs of new Muslim generation
-

It saddens me as an Australian that I even have to write this submission, 
because I don't believe any immigrant has the right to demand something of 
there host country, they are required to integrate into our society, not the 
other way round.

I humbly request that this committee remove, cancel any existing and deny 
any further third party halal certification, forever, IT IS NOT REQUIRED 
UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES.

Yours truly,

Mark Parham
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From: Annette Atkins 
Sent: Friday, 10 July 2015 1:25 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Please remove hala certification from my food

To Whom it may concern,

No more halal certification levy.

I reject the claim that I am racist for refusing to eat halal food. I find it distressing that, as
 an Australian (Not an Islamic country) I must be careful how I shop to not include halal
 products in my family shopping. I reject that I must pay a levy on my food so that a
 minority can fund the expansion of it’s ideology. I reject that I should be tolerant and
 accepting of the requirements of those that would persecute me for walking down the
 street alone. I reject that I should be tolerant of the requirements of those that would
 force anyone to marry against their will. I reject that I should be tolerant of the
 requirements of those that deem rape to be the fault of the raped. I reject that I should be
 tolerant of the requirements of a minority that openly tell anyone who will listen, that we,
 the Australian public, are immoral and must convert to islam or be killed to the glory of
 Allah.

It is not racist, at the very most, it is intolerance of an ideology (Has Not shown to be a
 religion of peace) that is totally at odds with all Australia stands for. An ideology that
 would ultimately remove all the diversity, all religions and dictate under threat of
 murderous violence.

Annette Atkins 
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From:  
Sent: Friday, 10 July 2015 1:18 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: FAO: The Inquiry into Third Party Certification of Food

To Whom it may Concern.

 It Confuses Me.

 It Confuses Me Greatly.

 I do not care if you choose to eat Halal Certified food. I do not care if you choose to eat
 Kosher food.  I do not care if you choose to refrain from eating meat, gluten free, GMO
 free or any other of the myriad of trendy eating patterns that are currently in vogue.

 If the Catholic Church decided that its faithful must eat a certain diet, and that certain
 foods would be cleared for consumption by the Vatican, and that such clearance would be
 designated by a motif bestowed ( at a cost ) by the Vatican.  There would be OUTRAGE. 
 How DARE the Holy Roman Church FORCE people to pay extra for foodstuffs? Where
 are the funds raised by the sale of this motif going? To what purpose are those monies
 being used?

 In short.  IT WOULDN’T HAPPEN.

 Yet we in Australia have allowed this to happen.

 Corporate Australia has been held to ransom by a minority group, with VERY LOUD
 voices, and in the name of multi-cultural political correctness ALLOWED Halal
 Certification to become commonplace in Australian Supermarkets.

 Why?

 I am not Muslim. Why should I pay what amounts to a religious tax on the food that goes
 onto my table? I know that those companies that subscribe to Halal Certification PAY for
 the right to display that certification and pass the cost onto the consumer. ME!  Where is
 that money going? I am sure it is NOT being used for the betterment of Australia or the
 Australian Way of Life.

 If I want to eat Kosher food, I will purchase such food from a Jewish foodstuff Vendor.
 And pay the price for such specialty goods.

 If Muslims feel the need for similar dietary segregation I don’t feel that I, as a non
 Muslim, need to pay additional taxes on my food to support the Islamic Movement in
 Australia and overseas.

In short I object in the strongest possible terms to the imposition of a religious tax on
 Australian Citizens by way of a food certification scam. Ideally I would like to see
 legislation enacted that makes it illegal to extort money from the Australian consumer this

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
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 way. Failing that, companies that feel the need to submit to this breed of bullying should
 be made to CLEARLY label their product with the Halal Certification symbol ie. ¼ of the
 label surface, so that Australian consumers can make a quick and informed choice as to
 where they spend their money.

Wayne Atkins
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From: Fay Magner 
Sent: Friday, 10 July 2015 9:59 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal Certification

Good morning.
I hereby wish to lodge my total disagreement with Halal Certification.
My main problem with it, is that it is not even a necessary requirement for Muslems, so why have it?
Why is our nation at the mercy of this certification? Most Muslems don't care if it is certified or not, which in
 itself proves that it is not required.
They have the religious right to say Allah over their own food.
It is becoming a total money-making control system for the organisers. Why are they permitted to make this
 money at our expense, in our country?
Thank you,

 Fay Magner 
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Shirley O’Malley- 

Dear Sir/ Madam, 

Re:  Third Party Certification Scheme Inquiry 

My submission is in regards to HALAL CERTIFICATION. 

There seems to be quite a few different versions of HALAL especially for slaughter of animals. 

Islamic HALAL Slaughter is where the poor animal is slaughtered with no stunning.  In Australia we 
have some abattoirs that have exemptions to our animal rights laws and do this slaughter.  I have 
not been able to find out what the volume of animal slaughter is or how many abattoirs have this 
exemption.   
I oppose this totally and feel the exemption clause should be removed and Australia should have 
better animal welfare rights, especially considering we have the ability to reduce the suffering of the 
animal. 

Export / Domestic HALAL slaughter, this is where most abattoirs are certified and pay for certification 
as well as employ only Muslim slaughter men, these abattoirs use reversible stun.   This supplies 
both the domestic market and the international market.   The majority of this market is not Muslims 
and in fact our largest importer of meat is the USA.  
I oppose this and feel reversible stun is cruel as per the findings in the meat and livestock report 
on www.mla.com.au 

The money the abattoirs pay for certification is quite significant, some reports have it at $27,000 per 
abattoir, per month, plus the added costs of employing Muslim slaughter men this must be borne by 
the consumer and goodness knows food in Australia is very expensive.  But there are also the add 
on certification costs too, transport, etc etc.  All adding to the cost for the consumer to bear. 

As a consumer of Australian lamb, beef, chicken, why should I have to pay more for my food to 
financially support an ideology that I don’t believe in. Plus any non food stuffs eg: transport and pet 
food, cosmetics, water the list goes on BEER – they shouldn’t consume ! 
As an Australian I feel betrayed the government has sanctioned the loss of Australian Slaughter 
men’s jobs, I feel betrayed the government has backed down on animal welfare rights and I feel a 
minority is having an adverse effect on the Australian multicultural mindset.   HALAL needs to be 
removed from products in Australia.  

Regards 
Shirley O’Malley 
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To  

Senate Standing Committees on Economics 
PO Box 6100 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600 

From    

Joseph Zammit  

Respectfully, 

I putting forward a submission in regards to inquiry into Halal Certification as I have questions, concerns 
and issues in regards to the Muslim/Islamic Halal certification of food products, prepared and processed 
meals, transport and associated industries, here in Australia. I personally do not have any issues with 
people of certain religious faiths practicing their own ideologies. The issues I am facing are that I am 
being forced to support another’s religious beliefs and that they are encroaching upon my own beliefs 
and way of living. 

Halal certification/registration comes at a cost to the manufacturer of the product which can range from 
thousands to tens of thousands per month, to maintain the certification. This cost is passed on to the 
consumer, who in turn, through the purchase of halal certified products, is supporting a religious belief 
that they may either do not support or not wish to follow.  

The funds raised from Halal certification are used strictly for Islamic interests either locally or overseas 
therefore the funding from any purchase that I nay make of any halal certified product is insidiously 
causing me to support the Muslim/Islamic ideology. Regardless of whatever ideology or faith I choose to 
follow, by expressing my freedom of choice in not following or supporting any religion or ideology, 
makes neither, a racist or a bigot. Being labeled as such is actually bigoted and hateful in of it-self and 
displays a high degree of intolerance.   

Products that are not clearly marked as halal certified takes away my freedom of choice in being able to 
choose to not purchase halal certified products. This practice would seem to be nothing more than a 
form of religious tax as how would anyone following the Islamic ideology be able to identify that product 
as halal. It also my freedom of choice to not to purchase any product Halal certified, the fact that the 
product seller pays for the certification, but does not present the label on the product is highly 
misleading to myself and the Australian community.  

Halal certification is not an essential requirement for the Muslim/Islamic ideology. When a person 
following islam sits to a meal they can recite a prayer to make their meal Halal ("28. That they may 



witness things that are of benefit to them (i.e. reward of Hajj in the Hereafter, and also some worldly 
gain from trade, etc.), and mention the Name of Allah on appointed days (i.e. 10th, 11th, 12th, and 13th 
day of Dhul-Hijjah), over the beast of cattle that He has provided for them (for sacrifice) (at the time of 
their slaughtering by saying: Bismillah, Wallahu-Akbar, Allahumma Minka wa Ilaik). Then eat thereof and 
feed therewith the poor who have a very hard time."). Therefore certification on our food products, 
where they are prepared, is an unwarranted cost upon the consumer. 

In regards to prepared or processed meals, I do have the option of either, going to a different 
restaurant, or preparing my own meals. I do not have this option for example, when purchasing milk, 
chocolate, vegemite, etc… I could say a Grace over my food, however, so can those that follow the 
Muslim/Islamic ideology by reciting a Bismillah.  However saying a Grace over my meal does not take 
away the imposed cost of the halal certification. 

Halal certification is placing an encroachment on myself and my family  in that; 

• By lack of clear halal certification on products I am being denied freedom of choice

• I can now no longer enjoy food products that I have been eating all my life

• As more and more products, ranging from pet foods to prophylactic’s, are being halal certified
my choice in products is becoming limited. 

• Being forced to go without certain products as there is no alternative non halal certified product
available 

Also as an individual; 

• My choice of not supporting a religion that I do not , be it financially or otherwise via either
increased product cost,  tax deduction or any other method, has been taken away, 

• I am being labelled either a racist or a bigot in expressing my freedom of choice in not
supporting a religion / ideology that I choose not to follow, and 

• as the guarantee, not assurance, of  the use of said funds cannot be provided, I have grave
concerns in how these funds may be used in supporting those that wish to do harm to Australians. 

I would like these issues addressed by the Minister responsible by either any or all of the following 
options ; 

• the cost of halal certification to be borne by the halal certifier , or

• that all products that are halal certified are clearly marked/labelled as such, or



• equivalent products are stamped and certified as not being certified for any religious
faith/belief and to be sold at a lesser cost to confirm this 

• all effort possible is undertaken to allow people to not purchase halal certified products without
being labelled either as a racist or a bigot 

• a full and thorough audit is undertaken of the halal certification industry to ensure that funds
raised are not used against Australia’s interests and Her citizens 

Again please note that in not supporting another’s religious belief I am not saying that they do not have 
a right to follow a faith of their own choosing. It is in our Australian Constitution that we all have the 
freedom of following our own beliefs without having the beliefs of others forced upon us.   

In sincerity and respect, 

Joseph Zammit 

10th July 2015 



ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 564

Submission Details: Mr Stewart Terras





1 

Stewart Terras  July 10 2015 

Senate Standing Committees on Economics 
PO Box 6100 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600 

I am a Coeliac one of over a million people in Australia with gastro intestinal 

diseases and as such I have many problems just to find a food that does not make me 

very ill and I find it ludicrous that I have to pay additionally because of a minorities [less 

than half a million people] tax on our food and subsequent removal of food from retail 

outlets for example bacon it is a food that I can eat but many restaurants are taking it off 

the menu because it may offend so therefore 

I putting forward a submission in regards to inquiry into Halal Certification as I have 

questions, concerns and issues in regards to the Muslim/Islamic Halal certification of food 

products, prepared and processed meals, transport and associated industries, here in 

Australia. I personally do not have any issues with people of certain religious faiths 

practicing their own ideologies. The issues I am facing are that I am being forced to 

support another’s religious beliefs and that they are encroaching upon my own beliefs and 

way of living. 

Halal certification/registration comes at a cost to the manufacturer of the product 

which can range from thousands to tens of thousands per month, to maintain the 

certification. This cost is passed on to the consumer, who in turn, through the purchase of 

halal certified products, is supporting a religious belief that they may either do not support 

or not wish to follow.  

Products that are not clearly marked as halal certified takes away my freedom of 

choice in being able to choose to not purchase halal certified products. This practice would 

seem to be nothing more than a form of religious tax as how would anyone following the 

Islamic ideology be able to identify that product as halal. It also my freedom of choice to 

not to purchase any product Halal certified, the fact that the product seller pays for the 

certification, but does not present the label on the product is highly misleading to myself 

and the Australian community.  

Halal certification is not an essential requirement for the Muslim/Islamic ideology. 

When a person following Islam sits to a meal they can recite a prayer to make their meal 

Halal ("28. That they may witness things that are of benefit to them (i.e. reward of Hajj in 

the Hereafter, and also some worldly gain from trade, etc.), and mention the Name of Allah 
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on appointed days (i.e. 10th, 11th, 12th, and 13th day of Dhul-Hijjah), over the beast of 

cattle that He has provided for them (for sacrifice) (at the time of their slaughtering by 

saying: Bismillah, Wallahu-Akbar, Allahumma Minka wa Ilaik). Then eat thereof and feed 

therewith the poor who have a very hard time."). Therefore certification on our food 

products, where they are prepared, is an unwarranted cost upon the consumer. 

In regards to prepared or processed meals, I do have the option of either, going to a 

different restaurant, or preparing my own meals. I do not have this option for example, 

when purchasing milk, chocolate, vegemite, etc… I could say a Grace over my food, 

however, so can those that follow the Muslim/Islamic ideology by reciting a Bismillah. 

However saying a Grace over my meal does not take away the imposed cost of the halal 

certification. 

Halal certification is placing an encroachment on myself and my family in 
that; 
• By lack of clear halal certification on products I am being denied freedom of choice

• I can now no longer enjoy food products that I have been eating all my life

• As more and more products, ranging from pet foods, tampons to prophylactic’s, are being

halal certified my choice in products is becoming limited. 

• Being forced to go without certain products as there is no alternative non halal certified

product available 

Also as an individual; 
• My choice of not supporting a religion that I do not , be it financially or otherwise via

either increased product cost, tax deduction or any other method, has been taken away, 

• I am being labeled either a racist or a bigot in expressing my freedom of choice in not

supporting a religion / ideology that I choose not to follow, and 

• as the guarantee, not assurance, of the use of said funds cannot be provided, I have

grave concerns in how these funds may be used in supporting those that wish to do harm 

to Australians. 

I would like these issues addressed by the Minister responsible by either any or all 
of the following options ; 

• the cost of halal certification to be borne by the halal certifier , or

• that all products that are halal certified are clearly marked/labelled as such, or

• equivalent products are stamped and certified as not being certified for any religious

faith/belief and to be sold at a lesser cost to confirm this 
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• all effort possible is undertaken to allow people to not purchase halal certified products

without being labeled either as a racist or a bigot 

• a full and thorough audit is undertaken of the halal certification industry to ensure that

funds raised are not used against Australia’s interests and Her citizens 

Again please note that in not supporting another’s religious belief I am not saying 

that they do not have a right to follow a faith of their own choosing. It is in our Australian 

Constitution that we all have the freedom of following our own beliefs without having the 

beliefs of others forced upon us.  

In sincerity and respect 

Stewart Terras 
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From:  
Sent: Friday, 10 July 2015 10:28 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: third party cert of food industry

what is happening to the australian way of life I grew up with.  A person had a choice of
 what they bought and what they ate ,what religion they  believed in and they were proud 
 to be Australian,Now we are forced to buy beef,lamb and chickens at any supermarket in 
 australia that has been religously  offered up to an islamic  so called god (allah)  which 
 myself and if you care to open  you eyes the majority of this country  does not believe in 
 and is being thrust upon us . not to mention all the other products on the shelves.   As 
 about  2% of the population  in australia need to eat halal food WHY do the other 98% of 
 the people have to buy  this ritual blessed  food and products in which  I don,t  believe and 
 as the australian constitution  stipulates no religion shall be forced  on any  one . If we 
 need to  export these  products  why  aren,t these  certified only.  and certified by 
 government regulated inspectors where the money is spent on australian projects and 
 people. Another  thing I also find the way the animals are slaughtered in the name of this 
 god barbarack  and we don,t need this type of slaughter done in our country, the 
 government  put a stop to live animal exports to indonesia once when this type of  process 
went on, so why here! thankyou for listening  . gary varney   
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Keith F. Scott, 

Date: July 9, 2015. 

Senate Standing Committees on Economics 
PO Box 6100 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600 
Phone: +61 2 6277 3540 
Fax: +61 2 6277 5719 
economics.sen@aph.gov.au 

REF:  SUBMISSION. 
SENATE COMMITTEE INQUIRY ON THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATION OF FOOD. 

There is currently a high level of opposition to poorly conducted Third Party Food 
Certification procedures in Australia, and rightly so.  The community anger has nothing to do 
with racism or religion, it is about the right of choice and to be able to purchase food 
according to one’s own beliefs. The biggest part of the existing problem is that Third Party 
Certifiers are not really doing so as a religious obligation where needed, but are engaging in 
the business of certifying as a money making scam. Food manufacturers are being 
compelled to pay fees that they do pass on to ALL consumers as a cost of operating their 
business.  

The only objectionable certification scheme is with Halal, largely because it has become so 
pervasive. The majority (98%) of Australians neither require Halal certification nor want it. In 
fact the vast majority of these do not YET understand the actual issues involved, but as they 
do, they too will vent their anger at a Government that has allowed this to occur. A growing 
number of people do understand the issues and also understand their concerns are not 
being addressed. This not only has an ill effect on the non muslim population, but also on 
the muslim populations as well. 

The truth is as can be seen from the following Islamic quotation from the Qur’an; 

 (The “deen” before Allah is Islam.) [Qur’an 3:19] 

The word “deen” and the word Islam were mentioned many times in the Qur’an, they are 
considered the most important words in the life of all Muslims. The word “deen” basically 
means the “true essence of Islam” 

To all Muslims, the guidance, success in this life and in the Hereafter depends on two things: 
Understanding the meaning of these two words (deen and Islam), and applying their 
meanings in life. 
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Halal certification clearly runs counter to a number of essential governing principles of the 
“deen” or teachings of Muhammad. The first of those teachings is that everything is halal 
until there is some definite proof that it is haram, as is indicated by Allah's Words, "It is He 
who created for you, everything that is on the earth." Everything on the earth is for us to 
make use of, is halal, except for what Allah and His Messenger tell us is haram. But halal 
certification works on the exact opposite principle, that everything is haram unless it is 
declared by these certifiers to be halal.  

(see: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=isB8r5z3-Ns) 

Third Party Certification for many years has been an accepted part of Australian Food 
Manufacturing industry. Such certification for a very long time has been conducted in good 
faith in order to serve religious and dietary needs of certain sectors of the community and 
to satisfy the requirements of the foreign markets to whom our producers export. 

In recent years there has been the exponential growth of religious certification with regard 
to one specific religious ideology, that being Islamic Halal Certification. In general, Halal 
simply means that a certain food is permissible for a Muslim to eat.  

We must acknowledge that Halal Certification is important to our export industries as it 
allows our Australian producers to access very large Muslim markets in such countries as 
Indonesia, Malaysia and the Middle East. However, we have seen in the last few years a 
huge rise in the number of certifiers and the also the costs of Halal certification. Certification 
is poorly conducted and is today just a money making scam. This has a large number of 
people in our country very upset. Rightly so. 

Worse, with meat, the public are not informed that almost all the meat sold in chain stores 
such as Coles, Woolworths etc., is certified as halal, which in turn means the animals have 
been slaughtered using less than totally humane procedures, meaning the quality of the 
meat is not what they want. They are also very disturbed at the increased level of suffering 
animals are put through. Again rightly so. 

Australian people also understand the importance of the foreign Islamic markets to the 
economy of Australia. We all get that. We also understand that the Australian market does 
not consume certain parts of animals and that some of these parts have a strong market in 
the Middle East, Indonesia and Malaysia. This in turn means that all parts of production 
needs to be Halal certified in order for a meat processor to have those parts certified. We 
certainly understand that. If you wish to sell the tripe, heart and lungs of an animal to a 
Muslim, then it must be Halal, which means the animal must be killed according to Halal 
procedures. 

What has happened is that Australian consumers are not being given any choice in whether 
or not they want their food Halal certified and they rightfully want the right to make choices 
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as to what they eat. Personally, I have stopped eating meat as one cannot buy meat that is 
not halal slaughtered today. Retailers disguise their activities and do not provide services 
that can be trusted. 

My primary objections are, that as a Christian I do not accept food sacrificed to idols or false 
gods (Allah is a derivative of the Arabian moon god Al’Lat); I feel uneasy eating meat where I 
know the animal died in terror and agony and was not dispatched humanely; I hate the taste 
of meat today as it has a sharp taste caused by cortisone and adrenaline that has been 
induced by the terror and pain the animal suffered during slaughter. Further, foods that do 
not require Halal certification are being Halal certified and the Australian community are 
being extorted. 

The essence of Halal is that any food is forbidden to Muslims if it includes blood, pork, 
alcohol, the flesh of carnivores or carrion, or comes from an animal which has not been 
slaughtered in the correct manner, which includes having its throat slit. Food labelled as 
Halal invariably involves the payment of a fee.  

Halal does not extend to chocolate but Cadbury lists 71 products which are halal, ranging 
from Dairy Milk to Freddo frogs to Red Tulip chocolates.  

Cadbury also pay for halal certification on the Easter product range, even though Easter is a 
Christian celebration and nothing to do with Islam.  The website lists 340 companies in 
Australia that pay for halal certification, including Coles, Woolworths, Aldi, Franklins, 
Kellogg’s, MasterFoods, Nestle and even Kraft’s Vegemite. It is ridiculous. 

Incredibly all sort of foods and products you would think have nothing to do with halal 
certification are being dragged in anyway, showing what a money-making racket this is. He 
continues: 

Halal mainly involves meat. Much of the non-meat food supply is intrinsically halal, and thus 
does not require certification, including milk, honey, fish, vegetables, fruits, legumes, nuts 
and grains. Yet many producers and suppliers of such products pay for halal certification…. 
White milk does not need to be certified. They don’t mark their labels and now they have 
removed the certificates from their website because of negative feedback. ”Purina Fancy 
Feast cat food is now on the list of halal-certified foods. Are cats becoming Muslim? Or is a 
lot of this just a money-making scheme? 

The extent of certification services has become a joke. There is no real certification, it is 
merely a money making scheme to fund islamists, with much of the money being used to 
the detriment of Australians, regardless of whether it is building mosques in Australia or 
funding terrorists fighting in the cause of Islam. 

There is no doubt that the Government needs to make changes in order to regulate what 
has today become a money making scam, a form of Islamic tax against food manufacturers 
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and an even worse scam against the Muslim people, a scam being paid for by everyday 
Australians. 

I would recommend the following for consideration by the Committee: 

1. The cost for certification be assigned to the Buyer (User pays principle)
2. Make it illegal for a manufacturer to pay anything for religious food certification. This

will put an end to the scams, and most Halal certification is a scam.
3. Food manufacturers who provide Halal certified food for Muslims must state it

clearly on packaging if the food is Halal or non Halal. They can also provide non
certified food under different packaging. The key to solving the problem is to make
the Buyer pay. By making the manufacturer pay, everything has become a scam.

4. Non Halal options must be made available. 98% of Australians are non-Muslim and
to many of them the eating of Halal food is offensive. I will not eat anything that is
branded Halal and I want my right to choose protected.

5. Meat should be labelled as: a) Halal Processed;  or b) Humane Processed.
6. Third Party Certifiers must be regulated and licensed and must work only for Buyers

of Halal foods. Buyer pays.

Faithfully, 

Keith F. Scott. 
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From: Jen Jones  
Sent: Saturday, 11 July 2015 4:14 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Food Labelling

Senate Standing Committees on Economics .
Canberra 2600

Dear Committee members

Re Food Labelling

My greatest concern with food labelling is the Halal certification. Many companies
 are being pressured into paying an annual fee(tax) Research is necessary re the
 direction of those fees.Why are they necessary?
Many companies are Halal certified but they are not labelling all their products e.g.
 Sanitarium and Kraft. This causes confusion for consumers who do not want to
 support that 'organisation.'
I try and buy Australian products only to discover that my Australian made
 toothpaste is Halal certified...why is this so?
I read recently that a very high percentage of chickens, lambs and beef has been
 killed by a muslim male.NO MEAT AT MY SUPERMARKET IS LABELLED. we could be
 also offending  folks other faiths e.g. the Sikh's. We must be given the right to
 choose.
This presents another problems...our Australian slaughter men AND women are
 being discriminated against.
It is becoming VERY difficult to buy cheese and yoghurt that ISN'T Halal. I spent an
 afternoon visiting 2 supermarkets to check. It was extremely frustrating.
 In Bordertown SA there is a large abattoir. There are trucks for the Halal meat and
 non halal meat.  Why are we giving in to the Muslims. Perhaps they should have
 their own abattoirs for their own to do the slaughtering and delivering .
Kosher certification serves a tiny number of observant Jews. Their products are sold
 at a few specialty shops WITH a label.There are no charges for their certification. 

Please could you consider these points during your discussions

Yours sincerely,
Jen Jones
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From: Grant Rowan 
Sent: Saturday, 11 July 2015 4:34 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Re: Third party certification of food

I am quite pleased that an inquiry into food certification in underway.

My main concern with food certification in Australia revolves around Halal certification.
By default when foods are prepared in accordance with the rites of one particular religion and
 then taken to market place they discriminate against other religions.
There are many religious groups in Australia who are offended that they are eating foods that
 have been firstly offered up to a different god.
On the other hand secular consumers are forced to consume and pay for Halal certification when
 they hold no religious convictions.

Muslins currently makeup 2% of the Australian population. The uptake of Halal certification It is
 completely out of balance compared to the amount of Local Muslim consumers.
From a Religious point of View, the vast majority of foods that are Halal certified don’t need to
 be according to the Koran.
I think that the government (like in Indonesia) needs to create a Halal / Kosha etc. certification
 system. Expressly for exporting our goods to foreign Muslim countries. We don’t need Halal
 certification in Australia. There is not enough of a market here (2% Muslims) to justify it.

At best Halal certification is a scam and a money grab, at worst it is a ploy by the Kingdom of
 Islam to infiltrate Western society.

Regards,

Grant Rowan

Director
B. Soc. Sci
Grad Dip. IT
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From: Sue Newman  
Sent: Sunday, 12 July 2015 12:23 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Fwd: Letter to the economics senator

Subject: Letter to the economics senator

Senate Standing Committees on Economics
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600

Phone: +61 2 6277 3540
Fax: +61 2 6277 5719
economics.sen@aph.gov.au

As an Australian consumer I am frustrated and concerned by the practice of halal certification in this country.

I do not wish to support any brand that pays an Islamic religious tax to have their product halal certified. Less than 2% of this
 population is Muslim and I do not want to fund special religious rituals or political campaigns to increase the presence of Sharia Law in
 Australia. I am also concerned about possible animal cruelty in the halal slaughter process. The Koran does not stipulate anywhere
 that a product must undergo certification for it to be halal.

Despite this many companies are paying for halal certification and not displaying it on their labels or even on their websites.
 Sometimes it is even difficult to get such information when calling the company directly. What can be done about making it law to
 display halal certification on labels so consumers can make informed choices about the products they buy?

These grievances are -
1. Halal represents a blessing from Allah. This is an offence to other religions who have a need to
 consume a product deemed blessed by a false God.
Various religions, including Islam, can say a pray over their foods to make it acceptable for
 consumption, therefore no halal certification is needed.
This is an offence to some Atheists too.
Also, if after reading a label for it's ingredients, food is considered haram (suspect), then the Islamic
 people can do as we do and not purchase the product.

2. We are DISGUSTED with the treatment of halal slaughtered animals, we would like the rights of
 animals to be greater than the law of Islam regarding halal. 
The procedures for halal slaughter can vary from

place to place because of the differing interpretations of the Quran. This alone shows there is not only
 one way.

Australia has very high world standards for the killing and preparation of slaughtered meat and all meat
 in Australia should only be prepared this way.

We ask these Australian standards be upheld and not replaced by religious ideals.
The RSPCA has concerns over the treatment of these animals aswell 

3. Halal certifiers pay a zakat tax to mosques, mosques give money to organisations that world media
 have linked to extreme Islamic organisations like ISIS, Hamas and the Muslim Brotherhood, there are
 many more.
Australians should not be funding terrorism in any form.

4. We see this as a forced Islamic tax - period!
In the form of a Jizya.

Jizya is sanctioned by the Qur'an and Hadith the primary source of Islamic law.

Muhammad very clearly established that people of other religions have to pay a poll tax to Muslims
 called the jizya as a reminder of their inferior status. This abrogates an earlier verse stating that there is
 "no compulsion in religion" and destroys any pretense that Islam is merely a religion and not a political
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 system.
The Qur'an:
Qur'an (9:29) - "Fight those who believe not in Allah nor the Last Day, nor hold that forbidden which
 hath been forbidden by Allah and His Messenger, nor acknowledge the religion of Truth, (even if they
 are) of the People of the Book, until they pay the Jizya with willing submission, and feel themselves
 subdued."

From the Hadith:

Muslim (19:4294) - There are many places in the hadith where Muhammad tells his followers to
 demand the jizya of non-believers.  Here he lays down the rule that it is to be extorted by force: "If they
 refuse to accept Islam, demand from them the Jizya. If they agree to pay, accept it from them and hold
 off your hands. If they refuse to pay the tax, seek Allah's help and fight them"

Bukhari (53:386) - The command for Muslims to spread Islamic rule by force, subjugating others until
 they either convert to Islam or pay money, is eternal: Our Prophet, the Messenger of our Lord, has
 ordered us to fight you till you worship Allah Alone or give Jizya (i.e. tribute); and our Prophet has
 informed us that our Lord says:-- "Whoever amongst us is killed (i.e. martyred), shall go to Paradise to
 lead such a luxurious life as he has never seen, and whoever amongst us remain alive, shall become
 your master."  This is being recounted during the reign of Umar, Muhammad's companion and the
 second caliph who sent conquering armies into non-Muslim Persian and Christian lands (after
 Muhammad's death).

Ishaq 956 & 962 - "He who withholds the Jizya is an enemy of Allah and His apostle."  The words of
 Muhammad.

5. There is nothing in the Qur'an that says foods need to be 'certified' as Halal.
Allah doesn't say to label food so you don't get confused.
No labeling is required.
This is a recent development from about 2009 by, initially, greedy Islamic organisations who wish to
 take Quran interpretations to new levels and now other Australian organisations are joining in the
 money grab.

These people think they know better than their own prophet Allah.
"Oh you who believe! Eat of the good things that we have provided for you, and be thankful to Allah if
 it is he alone you worship. Indeed, what He has forbidden to you is the flesh of dead animals and blood
 and the flesh of swine, and that, which has been sacrificed to anyone other than Allah. But if one is
 compelled by necessity, neither craving nor transgressing, there is no sin on him; indeed, Allah is
 Forgiving, Merciful.
British preacher, Anjem Choudary, points out that "the normal situation is for [Muslims] to take money
 from the kuffar" (at the time, he was encouraging believers in the UK to quit working and live on
 public benefits). The Qur'an also affirms that the collection of jizya is is the ideal relationship between
 Muslims and non-Muslims. The verse mandating this (9:5) occurs much later than the verse stating that
 there is "no compulsion in religion" (2:256), meaning that it takes precedence and abrogates the earlier
 verse. This is why Islamic purists such as Hamas and the Taliban wish to reinstate the jizya. One of the
 first orders of the self-declared caliphate formed by the ISIL in 2014 was to imposed the jizya by force
 on Christians who refused to embrace Islam.

6. We feel we are being forced to pay and the Australian Government should be looking after ALL of
 it's people, not just a minority group, it's unethical.

7. We do believe prices on products have increased because of halal, forcing the Australian consumer
 to pay more and causing more difficulties for lower income workers.
Some costs are reported to be as high as $30,000 a month. Of course this is being passed onto the
 consumer.

There are suspicious reports of companies being forced to pay the certification.

8. Our freedom of choice has been taken away from us.
Some manufactures hide or do not display any symbols or logos giving no freedom of choice to the
 consumer.

This is a dodgy practice to say the least.



This is misleading and needs investigation by ACCC and other Government departments.
Schools are removing pork products in the UK for fear of offending the Islamic
 community. 

Reports a sign in front of a local business in the US was removed after a complaint by a Muslim woman
 complaining it advertised bacon. 

There is a YouTube clip of a Muslim gent being offended bacon was requested at a fast food
 outlet. 
This threat to our way of life will be here sooner than we think.

9. Halal is nothing more than Islamic extortion.

10. It is a money making scam that funds the building of more mosques and Islamic schools in
 Australia.
We do not want to be funding any more mosques or Islamic schools that further erode our way of life.

11. We are against the extremely high percentage of meat being labeled Halal, this denies non Muslim
 Australians the right to free choice.
We are left to just buying pork products.

12. There are roughly 33 halal certifying agencies in Australia. We ask the government to shut them
 down.

13. Halal has gone beyond non consumables including, pet food, cosmetics, toothpaste, holidays,
 finance, mouthwash, plastic containers, women's personal hygienic products, there may be more.
What further proof is needed to expose this as a scam. This has gotten way out of hand.

14. The Muslim community has survived up to this point in time without the need for halal
 certification.
I am sure with minimal education from their imams they will survive longer.

15. The overall sentiment is NO HALAL CERTIFICATION what so ever, PERIOD!!!
It is being imposed on ALL Australians at this point in time.
Part of entry into our great country is to integrate into the Australian way of life.
How about our own government stand up for Australian values and ensure integration not segregation
 occurs.
We can be a multicultural society if we all live under one law.
That law being the law of Australia.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Action required -
1. We call for a total ban on halal products.
2. We call for a total ban on halal slaughter.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
SUPPORTERS - 
Please send this to ALL your Facebook friends and groups/ twitter/ Instagram/ Pinterest etc etc
 etc..... SPREAD IT OVER ALL SOCIAL MEDIA.
Lets keep the swearing to a minimum in comments, I'm sure we can put our point across without
 sounding like nutters.
Halal information video
Halal Choices website -  
Search in your app store for the Halal app too.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 Below is a story from the 'Pickering Post' to shed more light on Halal.
Or use the link provided 
Phew! It’s very bloody hot around here. I know it’s not the weather, so it must be that halal certified
 curry I just ate. Golly, something tastes very funny with my Mussaman beef and my Vegemite too, and
 my Cadbury's chocolate bars... and all my Nestle stuff!
Hang on. I’ll just go look in the fridge and pantry.



My milk tastes fishy too, so does my yoghurt, and my ice cream, sour cream, whipped cream, cheese,
 bread, pizza, pies, sushi, water, flour, muffins, butter, breakfast cereal, pancakes, crumpets, coffee,
 dried fruits, nuts, honey, mayonnaise, vinegar, barbecue sauce, cooking oil, eucalyptus oil, chili pepper,
 vitamins… just about every bloody thing!
Wait a minute. Let me check the bathroom. Even my mouthwash, toothpaste, cosmetics… everything
 from my kitchen to my bathroom… even plastic containers, leisure products and holidays, it's all halal
 certified.
So what’s going on here then?
News sites, the Federal Parliament, Facebook posts, web blogs, TV and radio talkback are sizzling with
 chatter about halal certification – the involuntary Islamic tax we all now pay at the supermarket
 checkout, cafes, bakeries, fast food outlets, restaurants, and beyond.
Even lawyers have their pistols cocked at ten paces on instructions from halal adversaries.
What was once limited to meat slaughter has now crept into all products associated with my life,
 including non foods items to basic services, in what has been described as ‘Shariah creep’.
Opportunistic moneymen have identified a gap in the market where ‘infidel idiots’ are primed for
 exploitation. 
But Australians in their millions are now looking very, very closely at that funny little symbol with the
 squiggly lines on their supermarket items and restaurant menus.
Australia’s best known household brands are among hundreds of food items, now funding halal
 certification schemes to the benefit of Islamic agenda and personal wealth by fortune hunters.
Woolworths, Coles, Aldi, IGA, Franklins, Food Land, Cadbury, Nestle, Kraft, Kellog’s, Allowrie,
 arnotts,  SPC Ardmona, Sanitarium, uncle Toby's, Paul’s, Harris Farm, Parmalet, Tip Top, Helga’s,
 Purina, Bega, Blackmores, Ingham, Steggles, Lilydale, Sara Lee, coon cheese, fantastic , Campbell's,
 Buttercup, Saxa Salt, Johnson & Johnson, Capilano Honey, Leggo’s, Sunbeam, Maggi, Top Taste,
 Mainland, Vegemite, Marmite, Promite, Nutella, CSR, Masterfoods, Dairy Farmers, Meadow Lea,
 Vittoria
Coffee, Nescafe, moccona,   Fountain, Devondale, Dilmah Tea, Dolmio, White Wings, Eta, Wrigley’s,
 and Four ‘N Twenty are just the tip of a Titanic-sized iceberg. 
Fast food outlets, and restaurants like Sub Way, McDonald’s, Hungry Jacks, Burger King, Red Rooster,
 KFC,  The Cheesecake Shop, Krispy Kreme, Wendy’s, Mrs Field’s Cookies, Nudie, Nando’s, Le
 Wrap, Curry Express, Salsa’s Mexican, Garlo’s Pies, Dougie’s Flamed Grilled and retail butchers and
 chicken shops like Red Lea Poultry are either certified by group, store, or by individual item and many
 others including independent and chain sushi stores, pie shops, kebab shops, cafes, pizza shops,
 bakeries, ice cream shops, burger shops, poultry shops, grills, pubs, theme parks and restaurants are all
 financing the halal certification tsunami to the extent of $12 billion a year, and that’s only what we
 know of. Now that equates to any proposed GST increase!
The Government is also losing the same amount in company tax deductions and very few certifiers pay
 tax as it is claimed to be a religious related income.
The certifiers have now got our kids’ kindergarten canteens in their sights with the intent to halal certify
 every school canteen in the nation by 2018. Even our national airline QANTAS is halal accredited,
 requiring all food suppliers be halal certified.
The controversial certification fee has become a local and global industry upsetting both non-Muslim
 consumers and devoutly religious Muslims, who are dismayed and angered that unscrupulous
 moneymen are profiting from misrepresenting Islamic teachings.
Certifiers can set up a private business, approach producers and food outlets, tell them an appealing but
 misleading story about Islamic law, sell them a stamped certificate, get them to sign a confidentiality
 agreement, and bingo! The royalties start pouring in.
It’s money for jam, halal certified of course. 
The IFGST (Islamic Food, Goods and Services Tax) seems to have recently ambushed the wider
 general public, although it’s been around a while. Its origins were benign enough but over time halal
 certification has morphed into a malignant cancer pervading our entire economy.
Mad-as-hell consumers are furious that they have been unwillingly entrapped in a dodgy money scheme
 of which they want no part. They vent their objections everywhere - on social media, radio, blogs and
 news sites, which are met by return online fire with abusive name calling by at least one litigation
 happy Egyptian halal moneyman.

Our politicians are trying to come to terms with consumer outrage while remaining hoodwinked by the
 self-serving moneymen saying it’s all about exports. But that’s not at all the true picture.
The swelling tide of anger is about the redistribution of big bucks from domestic consumers’ wallets
 into the pockets of the halal certifiers, who laugh all the way to the bank.
There is no single halal certifying body in Australia, as there is in other countries. Here there is a
 growing list of 33 certifying outfits all with varying motives, from expanding Islam to expanding
 private bank accounts. They madly compete with each other in a growing turf war. The end consumer



 (and beleaguered taxpayer) bankrolls it all.
Consumer law has unquestionably been breached (misleading and deceptive conduct) and it’s only a
 matter of time before authorities step in and legal action is commenced. The push is now on to regulate
 an unregulated national scam.
While consumers have been snared in a religious money-go-round, deeply devout Muslims also are
 watching in anger as they see their faith being hijacked for profit.
Hapless food company executives have been caught up in the crossfire between expanding their halal
 market and eroding their local customer base from a growing ‘boycott halal certification’ movement. 
Halal certification fees, which amount to no more than the unscrupulous exploitation of Islamic beliefs,
 is big business… and it’s getting bigger.
This is the greatest con ever inflicted on Australian consumers using religion as ammunition.

 Do what I do; ask the butcher or chicken shop servers if their products are halal and hope that they tell you the truth. Do it
 loudly so that other shoppers start to become aware of the insidious influence this bullying minority has upon Australians. 

THE King of Jordan's sister has appealed to the Prime Minister, Kevin Rudd, to stop the ritual slaughter of conscious animals for halal meat in Australia,
 saying it was not necessary under Islamic principles. 

Princess Alia bint al-Hussein of Jordan, who is the sister of King Abdullah II of Jordan, said she had written to Mr Rudd saying that any lowering of
 animal welfare standards in Australia for religious reasons would be a blow to the country's reputation and undermine progress in the Middle East. 

"Contrary to some claims, killing without stunning is not necessary under Islamic principles," she said.

I just would like to point out the 1500 year old diet established by religious authorities.. no longer applies today. 
dirty or unclean is a falshood today and a prayer doses nothing to make the killing proper except for the $$$ 

 Please sign the petition if you want action you first must take action to voice your disapproval,,, halal meats /foods is not
 required, their God states that Muslim will live amongst the people of the scriptures the Jews and Christians,, and that their
 God has deemed the foods of the people of the book clean and it is halal,, the only time a animal is to be slaughtered and
 prayed over is for their ritual of hajj and only hajj

Their leaders have corrupted the Quran in regards to halal,, and the halal certificated foods is just for their commercial gains, and against
 the true teaching of their God and the Quran,,, so people this halal is only for money making ventures and supporting their jihad and Isis,,
 and this is against their God and the Quran,,all Muslim are ordered in the Quran they are responsible yo pray over their own meat,
 fruit,vegetables, nuts etc and water at the table before eating,,, no meat, food, water can have a paid certificate for halal,, on you super
 market shelve,,





on 26/11/2014



Pickering rocks the halal boat.

The site of the Irreverend Larry Pickering, Australia’s great cartoonist, has been waging a constant war on the ‘halal’ scam.

It must be working, somebody hi-jacked his site. (It is recovered now)

They have tried the same stunt with Morning Mail. (Unsuccessfully)

The hijacking has made Larry redouble his efforts and the sneak attack has done more to underline the nature of Muslim penetration of
 Australian commercial culture than any number of sober analyses of the scam.
And make no mistake, this concerted effort by any number of web-sites is having an effect because his site has now reported the whinges and
 threats and pleas that are going on within Islamic organisations. In a scoop, for which Pickering will not get another Walkley, he details what
 they are up to. WELL DONE, LARRY.
The full text of his article is below, the source is 
Islamic organisations are now fighting back to protect a billion dollar industry that thrives on labelling Australian products as “halal
 certified”. Now that the extortion racket has been exposed, Aussie shoppers are shunning the “certified” products to the dismay of Australian
 manufacturers and processors.

An avalanche of Australian companies are now declaring their products as “non-halal certified” to protect their domestic market, and the
 Muslim mobsters who control the racket are incensed at their potential loss of income. 

Not to be outdone, Islamic certification activists, who go by the names of Charkawi Wesam and Abu Hanifa, are fighting back, naming and
 shaming Australian companies who are refusing to pay (or who are avoiding paying) outrageous sums of money to be “certified” as halal.

The implication is that Australian companies must first make their products halal compliant so they can be “certified”. Those that refuse will
 suffer trade bans.

Arnott’s, who has been resisting threats to its export markets from Muslims, is described thus on their web site: 

“Arnott’s clearly states that its “non-halal” status extends to ‘every product’ bearing the name “Arnott’s” even the non-cream biscuits and
 Tim Tams. The company has clearly demonstrated a reluctance to change its stance on this community issue.”

The site  declares in respect of Flora products: 

“Pork based gelatin is contained in Flora and Pro-activ Light, Ultra Light and Flora Pro-activ Olive spreads. Whilst there are some products
 ‘Flora Original’ that are certified ‘halal’ by AFIC (The Australian Federation of Islamic Councils) people need to be aware of the Pork Based
 ones. An investigation is continuing to determine the process and contamination factors that require compliance before halal can be granted.”

In relation to Golden Circle products the site states: 

“Alcohol based flavours are used across some of the products of the Golden Circle and Original Juice Co. juice and orange ranges.
 Furthermore, after speaking directly to Golden Circle, it is clear that alcohol is used to derive certain flavours. The flavours are used and it is
 claimed that the alcohol is burnt off. However, with no oversight or some minimal monitoring in the very least, nothing can be
 substantiated.”

No “monitoring” will commence until the fees (of up to $30,000 pm) are paid.

The site claims this about Smiths Chips:

“Smiths advocates a clear status of non-Halal certified, but says instead – that their products are ‘Suitable for Vegans.’ This means that some
 of their products do not contain any animal products. It must be noted that when it comes to food, the assumption is non-permissibility until it
 is proven Halal. Therefore, the onus is for Smiths to prove why they are Halal and simply claiming suitability for vegetarian without any
 oversight, and possible cross contamination work methods cannot be ruled out.”

“Smiths states that seeking Halal certification is on their agenda and they have been responsive to calls made.”
[Typos, grammar and misspelled words have been corrected to make the above quoted material more legible.]

It is clear that pressure is being applied to Australian processors to either comply with halal requirements or risk exports being cancelled.

One Queensland exporter has lost his entire Indonesian market by refusing to comply with Muslim certifiers’ demands. 

Another NSW processor, who held out against Muslim demands for massive “certification fees”, eventually had to capitulate to save his
 business but was fined for not complying when asked to and made to pay loaded back-fees applicable to when he was first told to pay up.

All Australian exporters are being targeted in a world-wide $2.5 trillion extortion racket run out of Saudi Arabia with an Asian arm in
 Indonesia (MUI) that oversees dozens of certifying agencies here in Australia . 

Certifiers make a quick phone call to Islamic importers overseas and Australian exporters who refuse to comply are told to pay up or lose
 their export markets.

The web site also states this: “Not Halal Australia is now coordinating nation wide with other halal organisations and scholars to determine
 companies that attempt to avoid halal certification.”



The ABC and Fairfax (along with a certain radio station that advertises and promotes the discredited Arab Bank) naively believe “halal” is all
 about the inhumane slaughter of animals but if Minister Barnaby Joyce decides to return my calls, I will hand him proof of a massive
 extortion racket raising “certification” funds that go to terrorist organisations, laundered through “charity” front companies here in Australia.

You obviously don’t want to rock the boat Barnaby, so we will, and you better have your swimmers handy!
Taking nothing away from the article the $2.5 trillion remark sounds like a big exaggeration. But, the size does not matter. Even if the fee
 brought in 0ne tenth of that it is the principle that is at stake. This is the criminal offence of ‘standover’ under a masquerade of economics
 and legality. If certification was needed it cannot possibly be that the fee varies with the size of the company, it is clearly extortion.

And once the government allows it to continue then we are faced with ‘halal’ certification of whatever is taught in schools. Why not? The
 principle is the same. And halal certification of manufactured products like motor vehicles – was any pig fat or similar used in the steering
 wheel, or pigskin in the seats? The US used to use pig bladders inside the football, suppose we traditionally used pigskin for cricket balls? 

Share this:

Comments on this entry are closed.

 

 

  

 

 
 

I submit this request yo you for you von ideation and speedy resolution and reply

Thank you
Sue Newman 

Sent from my iPad
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To the Honourable Senators of the Standing Committee on Economics, 

 

 I write to express my concern about the part of this inquiry that addresses the certification of 

halal foods, in particular, meat (I refer to terms of reference (a), (d), (e), (f) and (g)). Specifically, 

however, I want to provide a brief political and anthropological perspective for the Honourable 

Senators from all perspectives to consider. This submission goes to the history of the interface 

between political ideologies and animal rights. Although this submission happens to take a 

particular perspective on the science that underlies the issue, I want to emphasise that the discussion 

below does not necessarily require the Senators to hold the same scientific view in order for it to be 

a valuable contribution to the debate. Instead, this perspective should be taken into consideration by 

the Senators in assessing an ideological bias behind supposedly objective scientific, political and 

economic argumentation made in other submissions and in the broader discussion as well.  

 

1. Background 

Ideology is, of course, an important consideration when understanding the phenomenon of 

environmental ethics across the political spectrum. First, I point to some assumptions made for the 

purpose of explication: 

 

a. for all intents and purposes, the methods of slaughter used for shechita approval in 

Judaism and for halal approval in Islam are the same; 

b. veterinary specialists have largely rejected the claim that the method of slaughter in 

question is no more or less cruel than the standard methods in other slaughterhouses (e.g., 

Rosen 2004); 

c. even if it is, it is so by a margin of five to six seconds of additional suffering (Brady 2014) 

 

What this submission does is provide reasoning that strongly suggests that calls to restrict or ban 

halal certification or slaughter are driven primarily by ideology than by an innocuous concern for 

animal welfare. An attempt to seriously answer the question of the inquiry must address the 

considerations I submit.  

 

2. Slaughterhouse ethics 

Recent decades have seen an increase in concern for animal welfare under the rise of the 

industrialised production of agricultural products. The primary aim of animal rights organisations 

has ostensibly been to take gradual steps towards a radical decrease in the consumption of animal 

products, drawing attention to the extremely harsh conditions of so-called “factory farms”, and so 



on. The effect has been that the industry has increasingly been forced to adopt welfare standards; 

one particular success might be the widespread rejection of eggs produced by caged hens.  

 The principled problem with these changes in the broad scale of mainstream politics is that 

they necessitate a logical dissonance, whereby animals are recognised as not only sentient beings, 

but as beings whose rights, bodily integrity, natural freedoms, etc. must be promoted and fostered; 

this is very much in tension with the justification of meat-eating to begin with, and requires 

intelligent consideration by consumers (Fitzgerald 2010). This philosophical dissonance must be 

recognised regardless of whether or not one is in favour of vegetarianism or not, and regardless of 

whatever justifications one might propose or reject for meat-consumption. 

 However - those who propose any kind of restriction on religious slaughter methods are 

faced with a serious question. At what point does an act of violence, an act of cruelty, or the process 

of slaughter, become acceptably or unacceptably inhumane? To draw the line between one type of 

slaughter, and another which at most results in six seconds of additional pain, seems arbitrary in the 

extreme.  

 This is not only an issue for the halal question, which will be addressed here, but others too: 

notably political discourse around the live export of animals, probably the most significant 

mainstream animal rights issue in Australia over the last decade.  

 

3. Racial and religious discrimination 

If there is no justifiable medical or ethical reason to differentiate halal practice from non-halal 

slaughter practices, why is it that the halal practice is being opposed so strongly by sections of 

Australian society? The underlying cause, demonstrably, is discriminatory beliefs. It is not 

necessary here to describe why this is a bad basis for a cause: our society has now recognised for 

some time that arbitrarily linking values to inherent characteristics of a subgroup of people is 

immoral and should be rejected.  

 We can consider a few obvious examples first. Many Australians have felt outrage at the 

knowledge that dogs are eaten in some parts of Asia. This outrage is irrational, at least for those 

who eat meat: what distinguishes dogs from, for example, pigs, that makes one readily edible and 

another suitable for inclusion into the family? More clearly, the issue of live exports over the last 

few years, while perhaps more grounded in a reasonable ethical stance, has often been debated in 

terms of Australia’s moral authority. Some commentators went as far as to describe the cows in 

question as ‘Australian’ or belonging to ‘us’ (Fozdar and Spittles 2014). This largely allowed 

Australians to create a moral hierarchy between the Australian nation-state and Islamic nation-

states, so much so that local Islamic groups felt the need to speak out on the issue, apologising for 

the behaviour of Muslims in other countries, as if to counter the discourse of Islamic immorality 



that arose as a result of the debate. There are many other examples elsewhere: a separatist Catalan 

nationalist government in that region banned bullfighting, ostensibly because Catalans are more 

humane than Castilian Spaniards (Brandes 2009); Buddhist hardliners in Sri Lanka tout non-

violence in order to demonise Muslims who eat halal meat. Most tellingly of all, a law in Germany 

in 1933 banned shechita (i.e. Jewish kosher) slaughtering. In that case, the Nazi government could 

portray the Jewish people that they sought to eliminate as possessing another immoral value: 

oppressors and torturers of animals (Arluke and Sax 1992).  

 The point is that far-right groups (e.g. the Australian Protectionist Party, the Australia First 

Party) in Australia are attempting to construct a rationale for their hatred of Muslims. In a society 

that has condemned superficial racism with good success, loudly quashing those who engage in 

blackface or openly racist language, it is difficult for far-right ideologies to attract support as being 

seen as explicitly racist (to the extent that they would adopt the values of extreme historical 

examples such as Nazi Germany or apartheid in South Africa) would allow the mainstream to 

dismiss them too readily. However, the ideology is the same. In order to demonstrate that this 

discrimination is not arbitrary, the opponents of halal slaughter have attempted to make the 

argument that Islam is cruel and Muslims morally inferior because of the practice. Even if halal 

slaughter was especially cruel, is it the claim that there is a clear line between that cruelty and lesser 

cruelty that is defined by reasoning? Is it a coincidence that those who oppose halal slaughter also 

happen to oppose (Islamic) immigration to Australia; or even to reject Indigenous land rights; or in 

many cases even the place of Jewish people in Australia?  

 The answer is no. The opposition to halal slaughter is discriminatory because the proponents 

selectively concern themselves with animal rights when the abusers happen to be of the race or 

religion they demonise, rather than also seeking to promote animal welfare elsewhere in Australian 

society.  

 Therefore, the Senators should be aware that an insidious bias underlies much of the 

argumentation used by opponents of halal slaughter in Australia.  

 

 

 

André Bosch, BA (ANU) 

University of Sydney 
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From: David Skerritt 
Sent: Sunday, 12 July 2015 10:45 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third party certification of food

I have referred to the terms of reference of the above and wish to address the following:

c) the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees;
and
d) whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make informed
 purchasing decisions;
g) the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including, but not limited
 to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any related matters.

In relation to the above:

I am most concerned by the practice of halal certification in Australia.

I am not prepared to support any brand that pays an Islamic religious tax to have their product
 halal certified. Given that only a tiny 2% of Australia’s population is Muslim, why should I be
 forced to fund Islam in its goal of world submission and domination?  

What can be done about making it law to display halal certification on labels so consumers can
 make informed choices about the products they buy?

Kind regards,           

David Skerritt

David Skerritt Dip FS FMBM 

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au
mailto:Natasha.Rusjakovski@aph.gov.au


ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 573

Submission Details: Mr Charles Ellem





From: C Ellem  
Sent: Sunday, 12 July 2015 12:17 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Re Halal certification charges.

To Whom It May Concern,

Dear Sir/Madam,

I am in my 78th year and shop personally for food and prepare my own meals.

It annoys and frustrates me that I unwittingly purchase food staples that has a
 religious/chosen lifestyle Halal tax as a percentage of the purchase price.

We  are advised that the tax raises tens of millions of dollars and some is used to
 promote Islamic religion/education. Where does the balance end up?. Are we contributing
 to some individuals tax free lifestyle or worse still, does some of the tax end up in the
 hands of people who hate us?.

Why am I obliged to pay this tax when I purchase my favourite foods?. I have no interest or
 desire to promote any religion or alternative lifestyle. Donations to religious and lifestyle
 groups should be strictly voluntarily.

Some say avoid purchasing goods which have the Halal Tax added to the production costs.
 This is not an easy task as many are difficult to identify and retailers do not have them
 identified or in a special area.  

Food in this country is very expensive and Halal type taxes increase the cost of production.

As far as I am concerned people can support any religion or lifestyle they choose, but I
 should not be forced to boycott my favourite foods if I wish to avoid the tax.

This type of tax should be made illegal as a matter of urgency.

Yours Faithfully,

Charles Ellem

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au
mailto:Natasha.Rusjakovski@aph.gov.au
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8/7/2015 Damian Callery 

Dear Mr Politician, 

I would like to express my utmost disgust 
regarding the Halal certification that is operating in this 
country for the minority not the majority. The companies that are 
being forced into this scam that is clearly directed to support 
muslims and terrorist organisations around the world needs to 
be stopped immediately.  

The fact that this so called halal 
certification body is now putting this so called muslim tax on all 
other items besides the slaughtering of animals, (bythe way) is 
totally inhumane way of slaughtering animals, is proving to be 
nothing but a rort. If you can justify biscuits, milk , pasta, cheese, 
makeup, etc, etc, etc then I want to no if its not a rort.  

The reason I feel so upset that this tax is 
being put upon 98% of Australians for the 2% muslim population  
is totally discriminitry. I am a roman  catholic  Christian  and it 
is against my religion to eat any Halal certified food. I find the 
choice at supermarkets it getting harder and harder because of 
this rort. I will not support any halal certified products. The 
majority of Australians do not want this crap in Australia. The 
companies involved in this rort  are now feeling the voice of the 
Australian people with companies Halal certified now sacking 
staff due to the downturn in sales.  

If the government does not put an end to 
this scam Halal tax the list of unemployed people will grow 
significantly. Australians “will not” put up with sharia law or 
Halal certification forced upon them for 2 % of muslims in this 
country. Australia needs to adopt the Law of Russia by Vladimir 
Putin. His rule is you come to his country you live by our rules. Do 



not come here to change the way of our society. Don’t like it , 
return to your country of origin.  

The companies that are  induced into 
this so called Halal tax need to be made to place the Halal 
certification on all of the products that have been conned into 
this scam. Some are purposely leaving  it off the packaging to trick 
the consumer by not telling them of the certification. This is 
actually illegal as the consumer is mislead by false advertising.  

I sincerely hope that the voice of the 
Australian people is heard by the appropriate people  before  the 
unemployment  grows because of this Halal scam. 

Regards  Damian Callery 
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From: Jim J Fox  
Sent: Monday, 13 July 2015 3:36 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: The Senate inquiry into third party certification of food products is still accepting
 submissions.

Dear Sir[s]

I am unable to navigate your site for submissions so opt for direct mail-

On 13 May 2015, the Senate referred the following matters to the Economics
 References Committee for inquiry and report by 30 November 2015:

the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not
 limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food
 and general food safety certification schemes;
current labelling requirements of food certification schemes;
the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees;
whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to
 make informed purchasing decisions;
details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and
 the potential for these to impact on prices for consumers;
the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and
 returns to producers;
the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers
 including, but not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and
 any related matters.

Firstly, I object to Halal Certification Schemes on the following grounds--

1. This is a religious tax imposed on all consumers; as an atheist I must register my opposition
2. IF Halal is required by the Muslim community, then that group must bear the costs. User pays!
3. Halal slaughter contravenes animal cruelty laws. Islamic law demands the animal is fully conscious

prior to its throat being cut; the spinal cord must remain intact, thus ensuring maximum suffering.
In some cases pre-stunning is permitted but this is the exception and it is most certainly not done
in most devout Islamic societies.

4. Labelling is manifestly inadequate in many cases.
5. I consider Halal Certification is a form of extortion and part of the Islamic jihad. Halal meat is NOT compulsory for

Muslims living in non-Islamic countries---
6. Halal meat as is understood these days is a term used more often for commercial profits than religious observance.
      Those who call their meat halal, are in some way insinuating that any other meat is not halal, or specifically that
 other 
 meat sold in other butchers or supermarket (in the western countries) is not halal. But when we analyse the Quranic
 verses  (below) we find that these sellers are in fact deceiving the uninformed Muslims into believing that their meat is
 the only  halal meat for the Muslims.

God knows that many Muslims will be living in the middle of Christians and Jews and will be sharing their food and for
 this reason God made it perfectly lawful for Muslims to eat the food of the people of the Scripture (Jews/Christians):
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"Today, all good food is made lawful for you. The food of the people of the Scripture (Jews & Christians) is lawful (halal)
 for you ......" Koran 5:5

http://www.quran-islam.org/articles/halal_meat_(P1156).html

With these points in mind I feel a full review of Halal Certification is essential. Australia is NOT an Islamic state... yet.

http://www.quran-islam.org/articles/halal_meat_(P1156).html
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From: Denis Colbourn  
Sent: Monday, 13 July 2015 9:53 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third party certification of food

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this "Certification of Food" Senate Inquiry.

I am opposed to the Third Party Food Certification schemes and that our government has
 agreed with them without considering the implications. I strongly object to the situation
 where the majority of Australians have been exposed to religious processes during food
 production. These processes are to satisfy a minority of Australians with beliefs contrary
 to our traditional culture and lifestyle. Since these certification processes have been
 imposed on the Australian public and have spread to most food products we are being
 charged for something we don't want or need. It has been described as a tax and when
 questioned we find that this tax (especially HALAL) is being used for anti Australian
 purposes.

If some Australians want some special certification of their food then they must be
 prepared to pay for it themselves and the food needs to be clearly labeled so they can
 recognise it and so other Australians can avoid it. It could be located on shelves in shops
 specific to the certification. I am offended that some food is certified but not labeled and
 that the labels are so small and often hard to find on food products. I am also offended by
 food manufacturers who have now removed the labels due to product rejection yet the
 food is still certified. 

I would suggest to you that all certification activities should be stopped. I have read that
 for HALAL, the largest food certification scheme, there is no religious justification for it
 anyway. Certification is not required. It is therefore an unnecessary imposition on our
 nation with unnecessary costs and is a fraudulent scheme to fund religious activities.

I am also advised that HALAL certification has spread to products and services beyond
 what is food. It can apply to transport, packaging, pet food, water etc. Come on, we are
 not stupid. We are being made to pay something we don't need or want. We have some
 20+ certifying bodies competing for this business as well without government control.

The argument is used regarding export food products. If this is required then manufacturers
 should consider the commercial consequences and decide what to do. All costs met by the
 purchaser not by us. 

Thank you again

Denis Colbourn
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I wish to stay anonymous  
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
I write to you in regards to the Third party certification of food Inquiry: 
 
On the 13th May 2015, the Senate referred the following matters to the Economics 
References Committee for inquiry and report by 30 November 2015:  
 
Terms of Reference; 
 
A. the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not 
limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and 
general food safety certification schemes;  
B. current labelling requirements of food certification schemes;  
C. the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees;  
D. whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to 
make informed purchasing decisions;  
E. details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and 
the potential for these to impact on prices for consumers;  
F. the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and 
returns to producers;  
G. the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers 
including, but not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any 
related matters.  
 
In response to the terms of reference – B, C, D, E & G;  
 
I would like to express the utmost importance of making it LAW to clearly 
label all Halal Certified products on the forefront of its packaging. The 
current labelling system allows company’s such as Cadbury, to exploit the 
system by withdrawing the certification logo from their packaging & stating 
only on their web site, which of their products are Halal Certified. This is 
very deceptive, as consumers are unable to make an informed decision about 
the product when considering purchase at the point of sale.  A person who 
chooses not to eat Halal food or support Halal certified products are 
therefore misinformed & deceived when purchasing a product which they 
believe is not Halal. 
 
I myself am a Christian, my family & friends too, and the Bible clearly states in Acts 
Chapter 15 verse 29 “eat no food that has been offered to idols”.  And if we look up the 
meaning of an idol in the bible, it explains it as being an image of a deity other than God. 
That is the real God, the one & only true God. Any other god is therefore considered to be 
an idol or false god. The bible also states in 1st Corinthians chapter 10 verse 28, if 
someone tells you, “This food was offered to idols”, then do not eat that food.  
 
This is a clear demonstration found in the Bible, why myself, my family & my friends, 
who are all Christian, should be aware of what we eat, and not eat any food that is or has 
been offered up to idols.  
 
What does this have to do with Halal food or certified products? Please continue to read 
below. 
 
Part of the Halal certification process requires a blessing to be bestowed upon that food, 
product, or animal from the muslim god allah, as found in the qur’an. And allah, 
according to the bible, is a false god. This therefore makes Halal food ritually unclean for 
me, my family & my friends to eat. 
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From:  
Sent: Monday, 13 July 2015 12:01 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third party certification of food.

 13/7/15

We write in regards to Third Party Certification of food.

In short, we believe that there should be no private certification of food.

In the case of Halal Certification, for the manufacturers to whom exporting to Muslim countries is vital, there
 should be one federal government body that does the certification. 

For those that do not export, who still wish to have the certification, it should still also go through the federal
 government body and any packaging on their products should be clearly labelled with a decal at least 2 cm in
 diameter to show that Halal Certification has been paid for by that company.

It would also allow those of us (the vast vast majority I might add) who do not wish to support companies that
 have Halal Certification to make an informed choice to not buy their product, rather than the current
 arrangement where the companies are collecting money for Islam mostly by stealth.

If we do not wish support Islam, then it should be clear to us which products are which.

Yours Sincerely,

Malcolm & Rosemary Pryor.

Email sent using Optus Webmail

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au
mailto:Natasha.Rusjakovski@aph.gov.au


ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 579

Submission Details: Mr Percy Collins





From: Percy Collins  
Sent: Monday, 13 July 2015 12:31 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Cc: Percy Collins
Subject: Third party certification of food

Dear Senate Committee Members, 

and My Local member Wyatt Roy 

As an Australian consumer I would like to make an informed choice about the
 purchases I make. 

I do not wish to support any brand that pays an Islamic religious tax to have their
 product halal certified. Less than 2% of this population is Muslim and I do not want to
 fund special religious rituals or political campaigns to increase the presence of Sharia
 Law in Australia.

Please respect consumers and give them/us the necessary information so we can make
 our own choices. Please, also consider carefully what you are funding when you pay
 halal certification fees. The Koran says food must be halal but certification is a modern
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 day tax imposed on a majority of people who do not submit to the Islamic religion and
 Sharia law.

Our politicians are trying to come to terms with consumer outrage while remaining
 hoodwinked by the self-serving moneymen saying it’s all about exports. But that’s not
 at all the true picture.
The swelling tide of anger is about the redistribution of big bucks from domestic
 consumers’ wallets into the pockets of the halal certifiers, who laugh all the way to the
 bank.
There is no single halal certifying body in Australia, as there is in other countries. Here
 there is a growing list of 33 certifying outfits all with varying motives, from expanding
 Islam to expanding private bank accounts. They madly compete with each other in a
 growing turf war. The end consumer (and beleaguered taxpayer) bankrolls it all.
Consumer law has unquestionably been breached (misleading and deceptive conduct)
 and it’s only a matter of time before authorities step in and legal action is commenced.
 The push is now on to regulate an unregulated national scam.
While consumers have been snared in a religious money-go-round, deeply devout
 Muslims also are watching in anger as they see their faith being hijacked for profit.
Hapless food company executives have been caught up in the crossfire between
 expanding their halal market and eroding their local customer base from a growing
 ‘boycott halal certification’ movement. 
Halal certification fees, which amount to no more than the unscrupulous exploitation of
 Islamic beliefs, is big business… and it’s getting bigger.
This is the greatest con ever inflicted on Australian consumers using religion as
 ammunition.



 
I feel I am  being forced to pay and the Australian Government should be looking after ALL
 of it's people, not just a minority group, it's unethical.
 
I do believe prices on products have increased because of halal, forcing the Australian
 consumer to pay more and causing more difficulties for lower income workers.
Some costs are reported to be as high as $30,000 a month. Of course this is being passed
 onto the consumer.
 
There are suspicious reports of companies being forced to pay the certification.
 
My freedom of choice has been taken away from me.
Some manufactures hide or do not display any symbols or logos giving no freedom of
 choice to the consumer.
 
This is a dodgy practice to say the least.
This is misleading and needs investigation by ACCC and other Government departments.
 
Schools are removing pork products in the UK for fear of offending the Islamic community.
 http://www.dailymail.co.uk/…/Parents-fury-pork-sausages-ban…
Reports a sign in front of a local business in the US was removed after a complaint by a
 Muslim woman complaining it advertised bacon. http://www.jihadwatch.org/…/vermont-
restaurant-ad-for-bacon…
There is a YouTube clip of a Muslim gent being offended bacon was requested at a fast
 food outlet. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WFJehsHkXdM

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WFJehsHkXdM


 
This threat to our way of life will be here sooner than we think.
 
Halal is nothing more than Islamic extortion.
 
It is a money making scam that funds the building of more mosques and Islamic schools in
 Australia.
We do not want to be funding any more mosques or Islamic schools that further erode our
 way of life.
 
 
I am against the extremely high percentage of meat being labeled Halal, this denies non
 Muslim Australians the right to free choice.
I am left to just buying pork products.
 
There are roughly 33 halal certifying agencies in Australia, "WHY" I ask?  I a asking the
 government to shut them down.
 
 
Halal has gone beyond non consumables including, pet food, cosmetics, toothpaste,
 holidays, finance, mouthwash, plastic containers, women's personal hygienic products,
 there may be more.
What further proof is needed to expose this as a scam. This has gotten way out of hand.
 
 
The Muslim community has survived up to this point in time without the need for halal
 certification.
I am sure with minimal education from their imams they will survive longer.
 
The overall sentiment is NO HALAL CERTIFICATION what so ever, PERIOD!!!
It is being imposed on ALL Australians at this point in time.
Part of entry into our great country is to integrate into the Australian way of life.
How about our own government stand up for Australian values and ensure integration not
 segregation occurs.
We can be a multicultural society if we all live under one law.
That law being the law of Australia.
 
Your Voting, concerned local member
 
Percy Collins
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From:  
Sent: Saturday, 11 July 2015 2:24 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third Party Certification of Food

It would seem to us to be a rort that Islam can insist that food is halal certified &
 then ask the companies to pay for it – exorbitant fees in some cases; if they
 want food or any item checked to see if it is ok for Moslems they should pay for
 it themselves. We are very concerned about the bullying of companies to have
 halal registration.
We understand there are many competing organisations wanting to Halal certify
 goods which must be confusing.
We are extremely concerned to know what the registration money is used for;
 we have read it pays for the promotion  of Islam & even funds terrorism.
 Because of this we choose to not buy halal registered products but this is
 increasingly difficult because most items are not displaying any registrations.

There needs to be stricter controls on registrations, they need to be displayed
 on products, any organisation wanting to register should finance it themselves,
 amount of fees charged looked into, bullying needs to be stopped & possibly
 legislated against,  and registration fees accounted for  as to where the money
 is used.
Many products do not even need halal registration because the ingredients are
 already halal.
Our main concern in all this is that we are gradually experiencing the gradual
 Islamification of our nation!
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From: 
Sent: Sunday, 12 July 2015 4:17 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject:

My details,

Please withhold private details.
Dear Senate standing committee on Economics, regarding third party certification inquiry. 
I would like to register my extreme opposition to the current practice of halal certification

 in Australia for the following reasons.
Our population consists of 2.8% Muslims yet 100% of our population are having a
 minorities religious ways forced upon it. Having a scheme which nets this so called
 religion millions of dollars per year is utterly outrageous l believe. As an example, all
 Cadbury easter eggs are halal certified, yet no Muslims celebrate Easter. 96.2% of the
 population have no say as to weather we wish to consume foods certified for a small
 group. And to fund this so called religion.
I also find the practice of halal slaughter to be both barbaric and inhumane and find it very
 insulting to have almost no choice but to consume meat which in affect has been
 sacrificed to a false idol.
Australia is a democracy and l believe halal certification to be undemocratic, & an
 unlawful money making scam.
   12/7/2015
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From:  
Sent: Saturday, 11 July 2015 11:26 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: certification schemes

Dear Sir/Madam,

I would like to have my say on the issue of certification of our foods in Australia.

Firstly I understand that there is a need for certain certifications to be applied to foods so that
 customers know whether the food is edible or to the standards for them and their personal
 beliefs.

What I do not understand is why any religious certification is on any food item in this country.

There should be equality of food for all people regardless of religious identification. If a company
 wants to say their food abides by religious laws then they should be free to say so without
 paying for certification. A label must be applied to the item to state this.

I believe that with a few simple changes everyone can get what they want out of the certification
 of food items.

There is no need for one religion to be placed above any other, or misleading of the general
 public by paying for a certification and not showing it on the product. This should be controlled
 by the government and enforced with clear links to where money raised is going.

If items I wish to buy are certified to something I don’t believe in, I don’t buy them. But it is hard
 to get this information today as companies and certifiers are not labelling as such.

It should be even for everyone.

Thanks,
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Andrew Sanders  

Mobile:  

13/07/2015 

Dear Sir/ Madam 

Why is any religious certification  doing on any food item in this country???  There is no need for one 
religion to be placed above any other like what is being done at the moment with Islam and halal 
certification. 

I cannot see why 2% of the population can dictate to the other 98% how and what we shall eat,  My 
understanding is that 80% of supermarket products are halal FOR 2% OF THE POPULATION, I am finding 
it discrimative that we have  to completely change our shopping . 

A label must be applied to the item to state this so, those that who do not want it are not duped into 
buying it, as is the current standards for religious certification at the moment.  

Most religiously certified items are not labelled as such, or the label is hidden in inside the packaging, 
please place a "certifaction" label large enough and also visable so  the consumer can make an 
informed choice wheather to buy that product or not. 

signed 

Andrew Sanders 
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From: Karen Milburn 
Sent: Monday, 13 July 2015 3:25 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Submission on Food Certification .(Halal Certification) .

Halal Certification
Australian domestic Halal Certification is a scam and must be government controlled. It has
 nothing
to do with religion, it is financially discriminating in nature to all Muslim and NON-Muslim
Australians.
Everything from mouthwash, toothpaste, cosmetics, food, bathroom items, even plastic
 containers,
are all halal certified (not to mention even Easter Eggs).
What was once limited to meat slaughter has now crept into all products associated with day to
 day
life, including non-food items.
Opportunistic moneymen have identified a gap in the market where we are primed for
 exploitation.
Australia’s best known household brands are among hundreds of food items, now funding halal
certification schemes to the benefit of an Islamic agenda and personal wealth by fortune
 hunters.
The Government is also losing income in company tax, and very few certifiers pay tax as it is
 claimed
to be a religious related income.
The controversial certification fee has become a local and global industry upsetting both non-
Muslim
consumers and devoutly religious Muslims, who are dismayed and angered that unscrupulous
moneymen are profiting from misrepresenting Islamic teachings.
There is no single halal certifying body in Australia, as there is in other countries. Our largest
 Islamic
neighbour Indonesia has only one. Here there is a growing list of 33 certifying outfits all with
 varying
motives, from expanding Islam to expanding private bank accounts. They madly compete with
 each
other in a growing turf war. The end consumer (and beleaguered taxpayer) bankrolls it all.
Consumer law has unquestionably been breached. The push should be on to regulate an
unregulated national scam.
Halal is an Arabic word meaning ‘permissible’ or ‘lawful’. The opposite of halal is haram, which
means unlawful or prohibited. It is not required in any Islamic teachings, nor is it in Sharia law,
 that a
fee be paid to ensure food is halal. In fact almost everything is already halal, and with very few
exceptions.
Halal food was lawfully mandated for Muslims for good health between the 5th and 10th
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 Century
when Islam was founded. There were no refrigerators, preservatives or health department
regulations or inspectors. Halal was a guide to food cleanliness. Being Muslim is a way of life
 from worship, (Sharia) law, (holy) war, to politics and eating. It’s a holistic ideology. Eating is 
simply a
 part of this faith. Although eating halal foods is the pursuit of Muslims, certification fees are 
not part
 of Islamic teachings. Many Muslims say their religion has been exploited to make profits for 
greedy individuals.
Muslim scholars are dismayed at the exploitation of their faith posting online excerpts from the 
Qur’an showing there is no need to certify food as ‘halal’, because most food is already halal. 
Halal certification is no longer about what’s permissible for Muslims, but is now about branding

 and stamping by Islamic certifiers for the benefit of the certifiers. Everybody pays a cost 
uplift on
 food at
checkouts, restaurants and takeaways, both Muslims and non-Muslims. The Government has
 looked
the other way while allowing consumers’ rights to be abused. Food hygiene is already strictly
regulated and monitored by food and health authorities; therefore halal standard controls
 should be
under the umbrella of our health and food department inspectors (who could permissibly be
 halal
Third party certification of food
compliance experts under Islamic law) with one official certifying stamp. Ironically our food
preparation standards are already more stringent than in some Islamic countries where street
 and
restaurant food is more susceptible to contamination.
Halal certification has more in common with money and marketing and less to do with Islamic
 purity.
Islamic scholars are calling the act of halal certification ‘Bid'ah’ (unlawful). Bid’ah in Islam is the
innovation, invention, creation, or addition of any religious matter which was not originally found
 in Islam. For aspects of worship or ritualistic behaviours in Islam there must be something in 
the
Qur’an or the Hadith to explain and confirm its practice. The practice of “halal for cash” is not an 
Islamic practice, contrary to Islamic texts it is based on the Jewish Kosher certification.
Lawful foods like honey, nuts, grains, milk and yes, even water are all now ‘halal certified’ with 
stamps and fees paid, simply to tell Muslims these items are “permissible” when they already

 know they are. The moneymen are profiting from a fraud, while not producing a thing. It’s the 
ultimate scam, powered by incorrect definitions of religious teachings.
The government must act now before it gets completely out of hand.
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From: Christine Bunny  
Sent: Monday, 13 July 2015 6:28 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal certification of our foods and other goods

Dear economics.sen

I am asking you to STOP allowing Muslim immigrants in this country from becoming millionaires from the
 forced halal certification of Australian goods.  We are NOT Muslim.  We do NOT require halal anything, let
 alone have our Australian companies pay this blood money to the Muslims who presumably fled their halal
 countries in order to live in safety and peace in Australia.  And now here they are forcing us into their ways
 with their cruel and inhumane slaughter of our livestock and the additional cost on almost everything we buy in
 our supermarkets. 

PLEASE, I beg of you, STOP halal certification of our Australian goods. 

Cheers

Christine Bunny
Sent from my iPad

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au
mailto:Natasha.Rusjakovski@aph.gov.au
mailto:christinebunny01@gmail.com
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From: Tony Woods 
Sent: Monday, 13 July 2015 7:04 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Inquiry into Third Party Certification of Food

To the Senate Standing Committees on Economics,
I am your average 51 year old Australian male, and I am VERY concerned about the far reaching
 Islamisation of our Nation which could result in the introduction of sharia law.
I resent Halal certification being secretly pushed onto the Non Islamic Australian consumer. I worry
 about the possibility for Halal Certification to be used as a cover to illegally support fundamentalist
 Islamist causes.
I am only concerned about Halal Certification. I am not concerned about organic certification or any of
 the other matters you have listed to investigate. 
Yours faithfully,

Tony Woods

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au
mailto:Natasha.Rusjakovski@aph.gov.au
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Senate Standing Committee on Economics  PO Box 6100 Parliament House Canberra ACT 2600 

Senate Inquiry into Food Certification Schemes.

.

A. Halal is a religious tax and as such has no place in our society at large. If muslims wish to pay this tax they should be free to do so 
without demanding that the entire country submit to their dictates. Certification is a modern day tax imposed in Australia on the majority 
of our population who do not submit to the Islamic religion and sharia law. Halal is very much part of sharia and as such should not be 
mandatory for Australian consumers.

Less than 2% of this population is Muslim and I do not want to fund special religious rituals or political campaigns to increase the 
presence of sharia Law in Australia. 

B. As an Australian consumer I would like to make an informed choice about the purchases I make.

I do not wish to support any brand that pays an Islamic religious tax to have their product halal certified. Please respect consumers and 
ensure that we are at the very least given the necessary information so we can make our own choices. Likewise with place of origin, this 
is usually stated as ‘imported ingredients’ which is not transparent as foods from Islamic countries will be default be halal. Again we as 
consumers have no way of avoiding these if we wish to do so.

C. Please, also ensure that what we are funding when we are forced to pay halal certification fees is legitimate and transparent and 
accountable.  The koran does not require certification. If moslems wish to have this system they could adopt the same process that the 
orthodox Jews have in relation to foods. All kosher foods are clearly labelled and hence the process is transparent

D. The koran states that any food can be made halal by reciting a simple prayer over it. If this is the case then why are Australian 
consumers being charged for their foods to be certified halal? This smacks of a rort.

E. Our biggest trading partners are China and Japan, neither of which are moslem and would not require foods to be halal certified. So 
the argument that we will lose out on trade is not necessarily true. The home brands are made exclusively for the local market, and as 
we are     98% non muslim why is this being foist upon us? How will lack of certification damage local sales? It wont.

F. As halal slaughter requires a moslem male, this means that this abattoir job is now the domain of moslem males, this is 
discrimination. 

G,Halal slaughter practices are not of the same humane standard that were customarily used in our abattoirs, this is not acceptable.

H. There is not one certifying halal body in Australia but several and food producers/suppliers are being charged hefty prices for this 
service which is not standardised, labelled or transparent. It is a religious tax and as such has no place in our society at large. If muslims 
wish to pay this tax they should be free to do so without demanding that the entire country submit to their dictates. This is sharia creep 
into our society and it is happening secretively. 

I would also prefer the members of the standing committee to state their religious affiliation if any are indeed held. This way any vested 
interests will likewise be transparent.

Yours Sincerely,

Glenda Fawbert
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SUBMISSION TO THE ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE FOR THE
INQUIRY INTO THIRD PARTY FOOD CERTIFICATION SCHEMES

We would like to thank senator Cory Bernardi for instigating the senate inquiry into third party food 
certification schemes.

SUMMARY

It is essential that Australian consumers have accurate information and knowledge available about any 
food certification schemes to enable them to make informed choices.  If any product has been certified it 
must be clearly labelled.

RESPONSES to the TERMS of REFERENCE

a) The extent of halal certified products has significantly increased over the past few years with 
businesses and companies certifying products which do not require halal certification.  For example, 
products which are inedible such as toiletries, detergents and make-up, products which do not 
contain animal or animal by-products such as coffee, flour and sugar and products that are naturally 
permissible such as milk, water and herbs are being certified halal and some sort of Government or 
independent regulation is required to ensure that businesses and companies are not paying 
unnecessary fees.

b) The current labelling requirements of halal food certification schemes is inadequate and 
inconsistent.  All products and services from halal-certified suppliers should be clearly labelled by 
one standard symbol.  For example Kosher certified products are identifiable by a  large “K” and this 
type of  identification label could also apply to  halal certified products  with a large “H” or “HC” for 
example.  This way the consumer can easily recognise when animal, animal by-products or other 
products and services come from halal-certified sources. Australian consumers can then make an 
informed decision.

c) The need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees is crucial. 
Businesses and companies who certify their products but do not label them as such are misleading  
consumers and therefore the committee needs to enforce mandatory labelling so consumers have 
accurate information and knowledge to enable them to make informed choices.

d) At the moment current schemes do not provide enough information for Australian consumers to 
make informed purchasing decisions.   For example all meat and poultry which has been ritually 
slaughtered but not certified, is sold in our supermarkets, butchers, restaurants and fast food outlets 
without labels.  The same applies to all products which contain by-products from ritually slaughtered 
animals i.e. products containing gelatin and rennet, are not clearly labelled.   All ritually slaughtered 
meat and poultry should be labelled “ritually slaughtered” or “RS”so that Australian consumers can 
make informed choices.  All products containing animal by-products such as halal gelatin and rennet 
should be labelled accordingly so that Australian consumers can make informed choices.

e) Details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers and the potential 
for these to impact on prices for consumers must be made available.  Most Australian consumers do 
no want or need halal certification on domestic products and if food producers and manufacturers 
are inflating prices to absorb the cost of certification fees then the public needs to be aware of this to 
enable them to make informed choices.  

f) Most Australians understand the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export 
market access and returns to producers especially regarding the red meat export industry but we do 
not understand why all red meat sold for domestic consumption must also be halal certified or 
ritually slaughtered.  Surely there could be an equal amount of abattoirs which carry out non ritual 



slaughter to give those consumers who are not of the Moslem or Jewish faith a choice as many cannot 
or do not want to follow another religions dietary requirements.

Australian consumers are confused as to why many domestic products which are not exported to 
overseas countries are halal certified for domestic consumption.  Here are two examples –

 According to the Aust. Chicken Meat Federation Inc report (link provided) Australia produced 
1,099,431 tonnes of chicken meat in 2014  yet we exported less than 5% of chicken offal.  
http://www.chicken.org.au/page.php?id=4  

 All Infant milk formula (IMF) is halal certified in Australia yet according to the 2014 NSW 
Dairy Report (link provided) Australia does not export IMF to countries which require halal 
certification on dairy.  
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/526688/Growing-the-dairy-
industry.pdf 

It is clear that the majority of halal certified/ritually slaughtered poultry and infant milk formula 
processed in Australia in 2014 had  little to do with export market access and returns to producers. 
The committee needs to investigate why many products which are not exported are being halal 
certified for domestic consumption. 

g) Current information available to the public regarding halal certification and certification processes, 
fees, financial records and any related matters is inadequate.  Australian consumers are confused as 
to who makes and/or changes the rules regarding products which require halal certification.  Many 
certifiers state that alcohol based cleaners are not permitted yet Moslems have been using alcohol in 
perfumes, medicines and for personal hygiene purposes for centuries so why is it now banned as a 
cleaner in factories and processing plants which produce halal certified edible and non edible 
products?  The committee needs to look into why companies and businesses which process naturally 
permissible foods are still paying fees to certify they are not using alcohol based cleaners.

According to many halal certification companies and organisations which are registered as charities 
or non-profit organisations, monies derived from halal certification fees go towards programs which 
benefit the moslem community only.  According to a recent ABC news article, one organisation alone 
siphoned $1.1m from the Australian food industry in 2014.  There are approximately 21 halal 
certification companies or organisations operating in Australia so the total figure could be well over 
$21m and therefore fees and financial information must be freely available regarding where this 
money is being spent and how it is accounted for.  

CONCLUSION

In consideration of the above points, we ask the committee to endorse mandatory labelling on all 
products produced by companies that pay certification fees and on products that come from ritually 
slaughtered animals.  All certification schemes need to be either regulated by the Government or an 
independent source to prevent corruption and profiteering. 

Thank you.

http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/526688/Growing-the-dairy-industry.pdf
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/526688/Growing-the-dairy-industry.pdf
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Submission- Third Party Certification 10/07/2015

Reference:  Inquiry: the Third party certification of food

This is a submission to the abovementioned enquiry in regards to Third party certification on 
my foods. I have always been a tolerant person in regards to other beliefs and practices but 
in regards to that personal belief coming into my food, I cant disagree more.

Given this is what the head of one so called Islamic certification authority thinks of us (refer 
to below picture), I find his behaviour towards me and fellow Australians disgusting and full 
of loathing. It also demonstrates the underlying ideology that he follows stripping money 
illegally from us hardworking Australians. I want to know where the funds he makes from this 
scam goes. As an Australian I feel I am entitled to this information. 

Is his “business” legitimate? Are all the taxes paid from every cent that he rorts from 
Australians? 



Submission- Third Party Certification 10/07/2015

Mr Elmouelhy makes no effort to hide his blatant hatred and dislike of people who will not 
tolerate his bigoted behaviour by way of social media. How is it that his money spinning and 
others like it are not monitored??? As a tax payer I feel I have a right to have these 
answered. Especially when this “Islamic Tax” is applied to my foods and mostly it is not 
declared on the packaging so I can make an informed choice. It is not bigotry to want to 
choose not to support the Islamic way of life Mr Elmouelhy. As Australians we are a free 
country. Free to choose what we want to do. Free to chose what we eat and don’t eat. Free 
to choose whether we want to support shady dealings that are far from transparent. 

This is a secular country. Not an Islamic country. Not a Hindu country. Not a Buddhist 
country. Not a Jewish country. My rights to choose what foods I eat have been taken away 
without a vote. Without being asked. Where is my right to choose?????? 

Regards, 
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HALAL SUBMISSION

An open letter to the committee investigating halal extortion. 

I will begin by voicing my concern over the choice of committee and Chair as I 
believe there is a conflict of interest as the Chair is a Muslim.  Not only a conflict 
of interest but also as the Chair voted against the inquiry I have deep 
reservations in the process.  I trust this will prove to be a non biased inquiry 
and professionalism will reign over personal interests.

It is my will to express my extreme displeasure and concern in regard 
to the subversive nature of halal certification and those who are 
exploiting the Australian public in the guise of religion.

There any facets to this rort listed below;

1. Democratic choice, the majority are impacted due to the minority

2. Choice of religion, my religion, moral and ethical choices do not
allow me to consume halal certified food.

3. Majority of the Australia population have no halal requirement

4. If halal was essential, Muslims would never have been able to
travel to non Muslim countries

5. Labeling is now not clear as producers are aware of the publics’
dissatisfaction with the halal process and are being discerning
with their choices.  Many companies have removed the certified
logo due to customer awareness, and this had disadvantaged the
majority of consumers who are against halal.   Cadbury is a classic
example of a company who opted for halal certification and many
Australians felt betrayed by this, the result is now a company who
is in financial trouble

6. Why is Halal now required?  The Bosnian Grand Mufti, at a Karachi
seminar, urged all Muslims to "conquer the world through the
halal movement". This openly advertised the Muslims sees halal as
an opportunity to dominate the food supply and the potential
impact of such an event could be very concerning both
economically and from a supply control point of view.

7. False claim of religious exemption for animal abuse/cruelty

8. Loss of jobs for Australian workers
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9. Loss of control Australia’s food chain

10. World renowned quality control could be compromise Australia’s
superior food growth, processing and distribution processes 

11. Certification fees add cost to the end product which is
disadvantaging consumers

12. Needy Australians are disadvantaged at the cash register

13. It is against many religions to consume food which is preyed upon
to other religions.  Halal is discriminating against other religions.

14. After watching a video to educate myself on the required halal
killing techniques, I found it deeply disturbing from a cruelty 
aspect, it was a ritualistic blood bath which was nothing but a 
barbaric, demonic sacrifice.  An appalling practice that has no place 
in a civilised society

15. It is appalling that animal rights groups are turning a blind eye to
such barbaric cruelty.  Animal and human rights are non negotiable!

16. The requirements for Muslim slaughter men is impacting on
Australian meat workers and they are being laid off 

17. It is my understanding the requirements for Muslim workers is
now extending to the supply chain and this is of great concern for 
many reason;

 Again pushing Australian workers out of jobs
 A step to further controlling the food supply chain take

it out of the hand of Australian workers and companies
 This is Australia, with one law, one flag and one rule if

this is not acceptable, there are choices open.

It is unacceptable in a democratic society who has welcomed all 
cultures, there is one who deems it believes it can change the culture of 
Australia to suit itself.

Kohser has not tried to force itself or dominate the market and halal 
should not be allowed to make such demands.

Your sincerely
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Thank you for inviting submissions on the subject of Third party certification of food.

I appreciate the current food labelling system/laws we have. As food is an essential part of our 
lives, without it we can not live, it is important that we know exactly what we’re putting into our 
mouth/body. So clear, factual and truthful labelling of food is extremely important to enable people 
to choose their food for whatever reasons they may have, whether be health, religion or personal 
convictions. Everyone should have the right to choose, and we can not choose correctly if the 
labelling is misleading or missing facts.

I see two areas where the current labelling system can be improved:
Firstly in the labelling of eggs, there’s no clear definition of the terms used in egg i.e. free range, 
cage free. The currently labelling system is very confusing and sometimes misleading. I believe we 
need a national standard so everyone is on the same page. 

Secondly in the labelling of halal certified foods, personally I think it should be a user pay system. If 
that’s not possible then at least clear labels need to be mandatory so people who want non-halal 
certified food are able to do so. Currently many companies who ARE halal certified DO NOT print 
the certification logo on their product or is printed in a place where the customer cannot see it until 
it’s opened. Mainland cheese and Five AM Yoghurt just to name a couple. 

Thank you for considering my submission.  
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To the Senate Inquiry:

Third party certification of food.

 Dear Sir / Madam

 I am writing this submission to put forward my deep concerns with the certification 
of halal food labelling.

I am truly disgusted that so many foods including many that are naturally halal have 
this certification. These foods include  vegemite, milk, butter, salt, sugar, honey, etc.I 
am required to read labels to ensure my needs are being met and I fail to see why the 
muslim population can not also read the labels, I am sure they are as capable as I am. I 
also find it concerning that a number of companies are halal certified and have 
removed the labelling from their food items ie Cadbury chocolates. This makes a 
nonsense that the labelling is to allow muslims to be confident food is permissable for 
them. I object in the strongest possible manner to supporting mosques and islamic 
schools which we have been informed,  is where any money made from certification 
is going to, I wish to choose my own charities and not be forced to pay at the 
checkout. I do not think in a multcultural, multi-racial and multi faith society, we 
should have any religious labelling at all, to do so would surely insult one other faith.

As a born and bred true Australian, I feel our way of life is slowly being eroded and 
we go out of our way to accommodate them and all that seems to be happening albeit 
slowly and steadily our way of life is going by the wayside. Would I not have to live 
by the rules of their country if I moved there and if I wanted food that wasn’t hala, or 
didn’t wear a hijab, I would be stoned or jailed. These people need to assimilate and 
yes let them have their halal shops but the majority of Australians shouldn’t be forced 
into buying halal with labels hidden. Where are our rights?

I am extremely unhappy that some faiths require animals slaughtered in ways that a 
civilized country should surely not be condoning, we no longer live in the middle ages 
where religious ritual went before animal welfare. Australia should not allow  
Reversible Stun or as I understand in some cases no stun at all, this is beyond cruel 
with the poor creatures taking 60 seconds to minutes to finally 'bleed out' causing pain 
and fear. I also would like to ask why the discrimination allowing muslim men only, 
to work in these abbotoirs and who exactly are certifying them as sane which is a 
prerequisite?  

Muslims were able to eat previous to certification which has only been around for 
possibly 30 years.

This certification seems to me to have been stealthily introduced and it is only in 
recent times we, the consumer have been made aware of just how far this rort has 
gone, with transport and factories also being halal certified along with womens 
hygenic products, haircuts!!!! and clothing.

We do need to know what is in the product and where the ingredients come from ie 
like China, Aus, UK,  etc 



Is it correct that  the so called halal “business” AFIC is a charitable organisation and 
pays no tax?

Where does the money go from the halal certifications

I do not believe halal has any place in Australia no does sharia law 

Thank you
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For	the	attention	of	the	Senate	Inquiry	into	Third	Party	Certification	of	Food	
	
Thank	you	for	the	opportunity	to	make	submissions	to	this	inquiry.		There	
appear	to	be	five	relevant	factors	regarding	third	party	certification	of	food.	
	

1. The	food	has,	or	is	purported	to	have,	a	characteristic	in	which	I	and/or	
others	may	be	interested;	
	

2. The	party	making	the	certification	has	the	competence,	knowledge,	
experience	and	qualifications	which	are	deemed	sufficient	either	by	the	
consumer	and/or	are	statutorily	defined;	

	
3. There	must,	by	definition,	be	a	process	associated	with	certification,	

which	must	necessarily	give	rise	to	a	cost.		That	cost	may	be	borne	wholly	
by	the	certifier,	passed	on	to	the	consumer	or	be	a	combination	of	the	
two;	

	
4. Unless	there	is	a	mandated	statutory	requirement	for	the	type	of	

certification	in	question,	consumers	ought	to	be	able	to	choose	between	
food	which	is	certified	and	uncertified;	

	
5. Where	there	is	a	cost	to	the	consumer	that	is	associated	with	certification	

and	a	choice	between	purchasing	certified	and	uncertified	products,	
consumers	may,	as	part	of	their	decision-making	process,	desire	to	take	
into	account	the	use	to	which	the	marginal	cost	may	be	put.	

	
There	may	be	other	factors	that	I	have	overlooked	but	those	listed	appear	to	
apply	equally	to	food	items	that	are	designated	as	“heart	smart”,	eggs	that	are	
said	to	be	“free-range”	or	“cage-free”	and	food	which	is	Halal.	
	
The	Senate	Committee	will	be	aware	of	the	small	controversy	a	number	of	years	
ago	that	arose	following	media	investigations	into	whether	or	not	“heart	smart”	
food	was,	in	fact,	more	healthy	or	whether	it	had	merely	involved	a	financial	
transaction	between	the	producer	and	the	Heart	Foundation.	
	
More	recently	there	has	been	investigative	journalism	relating	to	whether	or	not	
the	terms	“free	range”	and	“cage	free”	have	been	accurately	applied	to	the	modes	
of	production	of	the	eggs	to	which	those	descriptions	have	been	applied.	
	
I	do	not	hold	to	the	Islamic	faith.		As	a	consumer	and	an	Australian	Citizen	living	
in	what	purports	to	be	a	free	country	I	find	it	objectionable	that:	

1. Halal	certification	of	food	has	been	introduced	in	a	way	that	is	completely	
unregulated	(by	anyone	other	than	a	group	(or	groups)	of	self-appointed	
Muslims);	
	

2. Halal	certification	has	become	so	pervasive	and	commonplace	that	it	is	
difficult	to	have	any	confidence	that	it	is	possible	to	know	whether	or	not	
some	foods	have	been	subjected	to	a	certification	process;	

	



3. The	use	of	non-standard	symbols	of	certification	has	become	sufficiently	
abstruse,	eclectic	and	visibly	minimised1	that	people	other	than	an	
adherents	of	Islam	would	be	unable	to	detect	whether	or	not	a	food	item	
has	been	certified;		

	
4. It	is	not	possible	for	me	to	know	how	much	of	the	total	cost	of	an	item	I	

have	purchased	(if	any)	has	resulted	from	participation	in	a	certification	
process;	and	

	
5. I	am	unable	to	establish	whether	or	not	the	use	of	any	associated	funds	is	

being	used	for	a	purpose	with	which	I	agree	or	to	which	I	may	be	
opposed.	

	
This	is	perhaps	best	exemplified	by	analogy.		Let	us	imagine	that	there	were	
processes	whereby	some	form	of	food	certification	were	being	used	to	acquire	
financial	support	for	Christian	chaplains	in	schools.		I	would	expect	there	would	
be	people	who	would	find	that	concept	sufficiently	abhorrent	that	they	would,	if	
they	could	identify	food	certified	in	that	way,	choose	to	avoid	purchasing	it.		I	
would	expect	the	same	people	to	be	outraged	if	the	method	of	such	certification	
were	so	obscure	that	they	were	unable	to	identify	it.		And	I	would	expect	there	to	
be	people	sufficiently	opposed	to	the	outcome	that	they	would	speak	out	about	
it,	cause	there	to	be	daily	newspaper	articles	and	initiate	petitions.		Indeed,	I	
would	go	so	far	as	to	suggest	that	the	degree	of	antipathy	would	be	so	
overwhelming	that	the	issue	would	be	dealt	with	peremptorily	and	without	the	
“need”	for	a	Senate	Inquiry.	
	
I	am	as	concerned	with	the	Islamification	of	this	country	as	much	as	I	am	with	
the	remainder	of	the	world.		A	significant	part	of	that	concern	arises	from	the	
reluctance	of	governments	to	deal	with	the	Islamic	minority	on	the	same	footing	
that	they	would	deal	with	the	Christian	minority.		Indeed	the	Christian	minority	
is	the	sole	group	in	Australia	about	whom	it	is	acceptable	to	make	jokes	without	
fear	of	criticism,	to	pillory	in	the	press	with	acceptance	of	the	public	and	
universally	to	vilify	when	being	compared	with	other	minority	groups	such	as	
Muslims	and	homosexuals	–	indeed	Christians	are	the	only	group	without	any	
entitlement	to	self-identification	free	from	ridicule.	
	
The	Judaeo-Christian	Almighty	God	(not	“Allah”)	was	sufficiently	important	to	
achieve	mention	in	our	Constitution	ahead	of	any	numbered	Section	and	that	is	
an	historical	fact	upon	which	this	nation	was	founded.		If	the	Senate	Committee	
contemplates	the	view	that	it	is	appropriate	to	revisit	that	position	then	it	should	
be	done	so	by	means	of	a	referendum,	not	covertly	through	some	cowardly	
submission	to	political	rectitude.	
	
Thank	you,	
	
Bob	Hoskins.	

																																																								
1	The	ability	to	read	Arabic	should	not,	in	Australia,	be	a	mandatory	requirement	for	any	member	
of	the	general	population	who	wants	to	know	what	they	are	eating!	
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6th July 2015

Dear Senate Standing Committee on Economics,

It is pleasing as a citizen of this wonderfully free country, to have this opportunity to express 
my deep concern of the current lack of transparency in food certification schemes, their 
certifiers and processes, and the general hotchpotch arrangements in regards to labelling and 
product information. Since becoming aware of certification schemes, and the effects they have 
on the everday consumer, it has become increasingly difficult to make choices at the 
supermarket, without fearing the choice undermines the core values that make Australia so 
wonderful. 

In regards to the extent of certification schemes and certifiers, why are there government 
based schemes and certifiers for some parts of our market, while some are self-regulated? It is 
the self regulated such as found with the Halal schemes and certification processes that alarm 
me the most. Whereas the Jewish community fund their own certifying processes, the Muslim 
community demand the whole Australian public to pay the expenses of their processes and 
schemes. For example, why are products such as dairy and toiletries included in the 
certification processes when they have always been Halal (permissable) to consume/use? I 
believe it is in the nations best interest for the extent of schemes and certifiers to be 
investigated and defined.
http://www.muslimasoasis.com/2010/07/halal-how-far-can-it-go/

http://www.todayonline.com/lifestyle/food/celebratory-bakes 

It seems that the requirements of labelling with food certifications, is not consistent. Why are 
some products labelled clearly while others are are either hidden or at best, obsure in size or 
location on a product. Why are some products that are found to be certified, not labelled at all? 
This makes it difficult to make an informed choice on which product to purchase. What is the 
use of a certification being paid for, when the consumer it is designed to support, cannot easily  
or otherwise at all, make a choice guided by an appropriately placed and sized label? In 
regards to Halal certification schemes, it raises the question of whether the schemes are more 
a means to support a more underhanded agenda, as has been found to be the case in 
countries such as Canada and France. If this were found to be the case, again, the freedoms 
and values of our nation are at stake. It would be in our nations interest for the labelling of our 
products to be defined and consistent. And it would make it far easier for me to make the 
choice of whos agenda to be supporting while I’m doing my groceries!
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-07-03/australian-charity-investigated-for-alleged-is-links/
6591174 

http://www.acnc.gov.au/RN52B75Q?
ID=951F8CFA-34C6-4FBF-9617-8E03A6717836&noleft=1

http://www.themalaymailonline.com/opinion/erna-mahyuni/article/the-halal-moneymaking-
scheme 

http://www.torontosun.com/2015/01/28/canadian-muslim-group-funnelled-300k-to-hamas-
linked-charity-documents 

http://www.muslimasoasis.com/2010/07/halal-how-far-can-it-go/
http://www.muslimasoasis.com/2010/07/halal-how-far-can-it-go/
http://www.todayonline.com/lifestyle/food/celebratory-bakes
http://www.todayonline.com/lifestyle/food/celebratory-bakes
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-07-03/australian-charity-investigated-for-alleged-is-links/6591174
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-07-03/australian-charity-investigated-for-alleged-is-links/6591174
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-07-03/australian-charity-investigated-for-alleged-is-links/6591174
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-07-03/australian-charity-investigated-for-alleged-is-links/6591174
http://www.acnc.gov.au/RN52B75Q?ID=951F8CFA-34C6-4FBF-9617-8E03A6717836&noleft=1
http://www.acnc.gov.au/RN52B75Q?ID=951F8CFA-34C6-4FBF-9617-8E03A6717836&noleft=1
http://www.acnc.gov.au/RN52B75Q?ID=951F8CFA-34C6-4FBF-9617-8E03A6717836&noleft=1
http://www.acnc.gov.au/RN52B75Q?ID=951F8CFA-34C6-4FBF-9617-8E03A6717836&noleft=1
http://www.themalaymailonline.com/opinion/erna-mahyuni/article/the-halal-moneymaking-scheme
http://www.themalaymailonline.com/opinion/erna-mahyuni/article/the-halal-moneymaking-scheme
http://www.themalaymailonline.com/opinion/erna-mahyuni/article/the-halal-moneymaking-scheme
http://www.themalaymailonline.com/opinion/erna-mahyuni/article/the-halal-moneymaking-scheme
http://www.torontosun.com/2015/01/28/canadian-muslim-group-funnelled-300k-to-hamas-linked-charity-documents
http://www.torontosun.com/2015/01/28/canadian-muslim-group-funnelled-300k-to-hamas-linked-charity-documents
http://www.torontosun.com/2015/01/28/canadian-muslim-group-funnelled-300k-to-hamas-linked-charity-documents
http://www.torontosun.com/2015/01/28/canadian-muslim-group-funnelled-300k-to-hamas-linked-charity-documents


I am concerned that without transperancy and regulation of fees paid by food producers and/or  
manufactures to certifiers, that there is an inflated cost of goods which are beng unfairly 
distributed to the majority of consumers when only required by a small minority of consumers. 
There must be ways for this to be reasonably regulated and distributed, or a refund offered by 
our government to cover the cost to the majority of the Australian community. It would seem 
more sensible to follow a method that works for example, with Kosher goods. With costs 
involved being taken up by the community desiring the certification and processes involved 
with meeting these requierments. 

Kosher is primarily for a Jewish market and is usually very clearly identifiable on the label or is in a separate 
section all together. There are also Kosher supermarkets so consumers have a choice as to whether or not 
they wish to purchase products where a product has been subject to kosher practices or fees have been 
paid. Consumers have a choice.

This is not the case with halal certification. Many companies are paying the fees but not displaying the fact 
on their labels. There is no ability to choose whether or not you want to support and fund halal practices. 
There is often not a separate section for halal and so many products are halal certified that would already be 
considered halal (permissible) without the certificate! The consumer is left with very little choice.

Kosher is not about undermining the principles and values the majority of Australians uphold and they are 
not trying to change or dominate Australia in any way. I have never heard a Rabbi preach death to 
democracy or kill the infidel. However there are many Imams in Australia and around the world who have 
preached these very things. Last year it was reported that children as young as six were reciting these things 
in an Australian mosque!

Synagogues in Australia are not preaching sermons of hate toward westerners or unbelievers. They are not 
radicalising their youth with messages of violence and death. Terrorist plots are not being uncovered in 
synagogues. How many photos have you seen of Jewish people holding the severed heads of their 
enemies?

However the money raised via halal certification is funding mosques and Islamic preachers in some cases 
who do in fact promote messages of violence and death toward unbelievers. Their teaching upholds 
Mohamed as the perfect human and all must follow his example. Children in Islamic schools are facing 
segregation, having pianos banned as 'evil' and girls can't compete in athletics lest they lose their virginity!

Kosher is for a Jewish market targeting Jewish consumers. Halal certification targets all consumers in an 
effort to transfer wealth from non-Muslims to Muslims.

Halal Choices

I believe that our nation is at a crossroads in how far to go in advocating the liberty and 
freedoms that we are heralded for. Public discussion is imperative to maintaining our 
democracy and I trust that the Governement in this time, will be a voice for its people in 
advocating a fair go, freedom of choice, and the protection of the core values that underpin our 
society. 

Thank you for your consideration of this submission. 

Yours sincerely,

Rachel Batterham
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Inquiry – Third Party Certification of Food 

 

To the committee, 

I would like to express my views on Halal Certification as I am a Christian and not a 

Moslem. 

I feel as though I have not been provided adequate opportunity of being able to make 

informed choices when I purchase produce or products from various companies and the big 

chain supermarkets. As most Halal certified items made in Australia are not clearly labelled 

as such, I am unable to know whether or not when I purchase items if I am unknowingly 

supporting an ideology that I do not wish to. The fact that supporting this ideology is being 

stealthily imposed on me is unconstitutional (section 116, Australian Constitution).  

I do not have a problem with Moslems having Halal certified foods and products but it should 

be a user pay system just like the Jewish community with Kosher in specialised businesses or 

in supermarkets aisles. It is unconstitutional how non Moslems are being discriminated 

against by not having the right to make informed choices. Simply clear labelling the size of 

ten cent piece would allow me to purchase without these concerns. 

The Moslem population in Australia is approximately less than 3%. The majority of 

Australians do not require Halal Certification for our domestic market. If companies wish to 

have Halal Certification for trade with other countries then they should offer a non Halal 

alternative or be clearly labelled.  

There a lot of Halal Certifiers in Australia and there should only be one with transparent 

accounts for all to see. Halal certification should also be free of charge to companies. 

So in conclusion I believe with proper clear labelling on produce and products I would not 

have a problem because I would be able to make informed choices when making purchases. 

 

Yours truthfully 

Australian Citizen 
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To The Senate Inquiry
Third Party Certification of Food

a. the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but 
not limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified 
food and general food safety certification schemes;

Currently, products have various stamps on their labels, as per the abovementioned.  
My submission is in regards to the halal certification scheme specifically.  The halal 
certification does not just apply to food products, it extends to non-consumable items 
and even services.  Halal certification has been spread extensively across the local 
market and imposes on all consumers, regardless of individual religious and spiritual 
beliefs.

My submission is based on my rights as a consumer, experiences with halal processes 
in my workplace, and advocating for the freedoms that I deserve as an Australian 
citizen.

b. current labelling requirements of food certification schemes;

Whilst I appreciate that halal foods are a requirement of Muslims, I do not understand 
why the certification has extended to just about every possible item on the market.  
This scheme has been imposed on everyone with a complete disregard to individual 
religious or spiritual following.  Some religions do not permit the consumption of 
foods that have been blessed by, what are considered to be, gods of other religions.

As an example, Sikhism does not permit the consumption of meat that has been 
ritually slaughtered, specifically in the manner to which is the Muslim requirement.

Sikhism, A Complete Introduction, Dr. H.S.Singha & Satwant Kaur, Hemkunt Press
“We must give the rationale behind prescribing jhatka, meat as the approved food for the 
Sikhs. According to the ancient Aryan Hindu tradition, only such meat as is obtained from an 
animal, which is killed with one stroke of the weapon, causing instantaneous death, is fit for 
human consumption.There are no restrictions for the Sikhs regarding food, except that the 
Sikhs are forbidden to eat meat prepared as a ritual slaughter”.

c. the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees;

I believe all labels should indicate that they have been certified so that everyone is 
aware of what they are purchasing.  As I stated earlier, halal is only a requirement for 
Muslims.  Halal can render a food non-consumable to people of other faiths.  
Everyone should be entitled to religious freedoms and not be forced to deny their own 
beliefs and rituals for the sake of this religion.  Consumers should have a choice as to 
whether they purchase products that are certified, blessed, or ritually slaughtered to 
meet the requirements of a religion that they do not follow or desire to support in any 
way.



d. whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to 
make informed purchasing decisions;

I believe there is insufficient information about the halal certification scheme, and for 
the most part, the information that is available, appears to be contradictory.  Firstly, 
the halal certification basically crept in to our supermarkets to uninformed consumers, 
who unwittingly spent their money on such products.  With the gradual domination in 
the market, more and more people became aware of the scheme that they were 
unconsciously supporting with their dollars.  As should be expected, consumers are 
very unhappy. 

Not all products are labelled to indicate that they have been certified.  For the 
products that are labelled, it is very small and hard to find.  I imagine it would be 
extremely difficult for those with impaired vision.  Some products have the halal label 
on the inside wrapper.  This appears to be a very deceptive way of imposing halal on 
to consumers.  We have a right to choose what products we spend our dollars on and 
whether we support the religious beliefs of others that may conflict with our own.  
Similarly, how is it that Muslims know that products are halal if they are not clearly 
labelled?  It concerns me that companies pay for the halal certification, yet the failure 
to provide clear labelling makes it impossible for Muslims to know that they’re 
actually purchasing halal products.  It appears to defeat its purpose in this instance 
alone and makes one question the alleged ‘necessity’ of the certification.  It is not 
surprising that Muslims are coping with inadequate labelling, as they did survive  
before the invention of the certification scheme.

e. details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, 
and the potential for these to impact on prices for consumers;

As a consumer, I am aware of the gradual increase in the costs of my purchases.  I 
have assumed that this is due to businesses recovering the costs of fees for 
certification.  Whilst I have not been directly advised of the fees for certification, I 
have read several articles which suggest that there is not one set fee for certification 
and the varied costs appear quite excessive.  I am uncertain as to how certification 
under this scheme can be so costly, especially as it applies to products which are 
naturally permissible to Muslims.  For the most part, companies are choosing not to 
display the label, which is contradictory to their target group.  If a company pays 
exorbitant fees to make their products halal for Muslims, wouldn’t they want the 
Muslims to know?  One only has to read the Qoran to know what is permissible and 
that which is not.  The concise statements of the Qoran create further contradictions to 
the halal certification scheme, and its alleged necessity.  As I previously stated, 
Muslims have survived without certification.  This we have solid evidence of.  In 
comparison, the halal scheme is yet to produce any evidence to prove otherwise.



f. the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and 
returns to producers;

Some information suggests that halal certification is necessary as it’s permissible to 
Muslims and opens up opportunities for companies to extend their trade in the export 
market.  However, this personally does not apply to me and I haven’t seen any 
evidence to suggest that halal certification has increased profits for all businesses 
participating in this scheme.  
As I am not a Muslim, I do not have a requirement for halal products, nor do I want 
my money to support a religion that I do not believe in.  Consumers are left with little, 
if any, choices about their purchasing as halal has been applied extensively across the 
local market.  The halal certification scheme denies everyone else of their religious 
freedoms, which is one of the many privileges of living in Australia, and is the right 
of all citizens.
PM Tony Abbott has stated that ‘while companies freely choose to participate in this 
scheme, it’s not his place to tell them otherwise’.  As a tax-paying, voting, Australian 
citizen, I expect the PM’s response to inform us of what his ‘place’ is as opposed to 
what it isn’t.  Regulations to the halal certification scheme should be a consideration 
based on the facts; halal is the requirement of a minority group in Australia; it is 
imposed on an opposing majority; and, how it is applied for effective trade in the 
export market.  As it is Muslims that require halal, it is reasonable that they pay for 
any fees associated with this in the local market; user pays.  If halal certification has 
potential benefits for companies in the export market, then it would be reasonable that 
certification apply to those products and not the entire range that is available in the 
local market.  Individual religious requirements and rituals are not the responsibility 
of others and nor should it impose on others.  Religious requirements or practices 
should not be an entitlement if they conflict with Australian Law, the Constitutional 
rights of all citizens, or legislated standards of practice.  In a multicultural society 
such as Australia, the line has to be drawn.  Of some religious followings, people 
choose to commit tithings.  Should we all commit a percentage of our income to their 
religion because they choose to?   
  
“The Parliament shall, subject to this Constitution, have power to make laws for the 
peace, order, and good government of the Commonwealth”
(The Commonwealth of Australia Constitution Act 1900)

g. the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers 
including, but not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and 
any related matters.

I feel that consumers have received inadequate information regarding the halal 
scheme in its entirety.  In regards to certifiers, one has made himself known via social 
media and does not make efforts to provide information regarding the halal 
certification scheme.  He insists that it is a requirement for Muslims, abuses anyone 
who doesn’t want halal schemes forced up on them, and boasts about how he has 
profited from the scheme.



There appears to be very little information regarding the profits of the halal scheme, 
who benefits, or where or what it actually funds.  I am aware that there has been 
speculation that the profits fund terrorism to which, I believe, has been insubstantial 
evidence in support of this.  I have been unable to find any information, or rather, 
supported evidence, as to what the profits are utilised for.  I am confident, however, 
that the profits of the halal scheme are not for the benefit of the non-Muslim 
community, nor the Australian economy in whole.  Adds to reason, that a user pays 
system, would be a fairer system.  

Adding to my concerns and scepticism about the halal certification scheme and 
processes, is through my personal experience.  I previously worked at an abattoir 
which participated in this scheme.

This business used to utilise the instant kill method for slaughter but changed to the 
reversible stun method following certification.  I must add, this is the only change that 
the business made to meet the halal certification requirement....and pay the fees, 
which is not a one off.  In some of the information that I have read, it suggests that 
halal certification requires specific cleansing of all equipment and environment, the 
beasts are blessed in the slaughter process, and that a specific person has to perform 
the fatal cut.  None of this happened, nor was it expected to.

The reversible stun method does not provide a fatal bolt, hence it being called 
reversible stun.  The beast recovers from the stun and then receives the fatal cut.  
When it recovers, however, it has already been mutilated from other processes. By the 
time it gets to the end of the slide, it has gained consciousness and starts bellowing in 
agony and thrashes about in panic.  Extra force is then utilised to restrain the beast 
while it received the fatal cut.  

We have sanctions for the humane treatment of animals, which also applies to 
slaughter processes.  Usual practices, for meeting such standards, were to employ 
methods which provided an instant kill which reduced the trauma and suffering of the 
beast.  This practice also provides a better quality meat as the beast’s glycogen levels 
get used up if they are subjected to trauma and sufferance.  The glycogen converts to 
lactic acid after slaughter which is what makes meat tasty and tender.  A stressed 
beast will produce lower levels of lactic acid after slaughter, producing lower quality 
meat.

As far as I’m concerned, the reversible stun method, or any other method that doesn’t 
provide an instant kill, should be abolished.  This practice challenged me daily due to 
the amount of trauma the beasts experience.  The bellows and screeching of beasts in 
sheer agony, and the convulsing and struggling in panic, are absolutely gut wrenching 
and certainly not something you simply get used to. 

Standards of practice have been adjusted to meet a religious requirement.  When 
authorities allow this barbaric, inhumane, torturous treatment of animals for the sake 
of an alleged religious requirement, one can only wonder how far this will be allowed 
to go. 
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What is halal? 
 

Halal means ‘lawful’, it pertains to what Muslims can do, especially in regards to food and drink. The 

opposite of halal is haraam meaning ‘forbidden’. In Australia there are numerous organisations 

governing halal standards and issuing halal certificates to businesses, charging varying amounts per 

year. The Qur’an sets out what constitutes halal and is reflected in Sharia law, Sharia law governs 

every aspect of the lives of Muslims and is sourced from the Qur’an and the Hadith (the traditions of 

the Prophet Mohammed).  

 

What does the Qur’an say about food and drink? 
 

Allah has forbidden Muslims to eat animals that did not die as the result of man, contain blood, are 

pigs, or have been sacrificed to another god (Qur’an 2: 173). Allah also decreed that the animal must 

not have died as the result of: been killed by strangulation, by a violent blow, head-long fall, the 

goring of horns, and animals attacked by other animals unless man has been able to kill it (Qur’an 5: 

3). Allah also forbade Muslims to consume alcohol. Aside from this very short list Muslims can 

consume everything else. It is important to note that Allah forbids Muslims to consume these 

products, they can realistically look at, handle, and sell them. 

 

How must food be prepared in order for it to be halal? 
 

If the food is not meat it does not need to be slaughtered (obviously) but Allah decreed that his name 

must be mentioned before consuming (Qur’an 6: 118); this particular passage pertains to meat, 

however Qur’an 6: 119 affirms the need to say Allah’s name over everything you eat. This cannot be 

done at any other time than before one consumes food, the reasons for this are as follows: food 

prepared by People of the Book (Jews and Christians) is lawful (halal) for Muslims (Qur’an 5: 5) and 

since Jews and Christians do not believe in Allah or his Prophet they cannot and should not say 

Allah’s name over food or drink. To expect the butcher to say Allah’s name over the slaughtered 

animal is to place a burden on an already burdened person, Allah forbade this (Qur’an 59: 39). The 

one exception to this is meat prepared during the Hajj in Mecca, Saudi Arabia (Qur’an 22: 36).  

 



What about slaughtering animals? 
 

Islam prohibits the cruel treatment of animals, what constitutes cruel is a matter for cultural 

perspective but in Australia the Australian culture deems ritualised slaughter of animals to be a form 

of animal cruelty. Islam dictates that animals must be slaughtered or killed for a specific purpose (i.e. 

not for fun) and should be as painless and humane as possible, among other guidelines. Animals have 

been ritually slaughtered by Muslims the same way for the past 1, 345 years (the time Islam has been 

around): by facing the animal towards Mecca and slitting its throat with one swipe of a sharp blade. It 

is not a religious requirement for animals to face Mecca, Jews and Christians do not face animals 

towards Mecca and yet the animals they slaughter are permissible for Muslims to eat, rather it is a 

custom.  

 

Since the time of the Prophet advances in slaughtering techniques have made it possible to kill the 

animal in less time than it takes the animal to bleed to death, this results in a more painless and 

humane slaughtering method. Islamic nations, slaughterhouses, and some individuals have struggled 

to come to terms and adopt these advances, or flat out refuse to adopt them.  

Many of Australia’s export markets accept pre-stunning of animals before slaughter, the religious 

requirement is that the meat from the animal must not contain blood before eating. Modern 

slaughtering methods and food regulations enforce this bloodletting and stunning the animal before 

draining it of blood is both effective and humane. Slitting the throat of an animal ensures a slower and 

more painful death, no matter how sharp the blade the animal will feel its throat been cut and blood 

rushing forth. Numerous leaked videos from abattoirs reveal that the slaughtering methods are cruel 

and tantamount to torture, from Indonesia to Egypt footage has emerged that shocks millions, 

including Muslims, yet the meat is still considered halal and sold.   

The fundamental basis of slaughtering animals under Islam is to ensure blood is completely removed 

from the animal, the animal is not tortured, beaten, or maltreated, and is killed painlessly and quickly 

as possible.  

 

Jewish law also requires ritualised slaughter and has certification 

schemes. 
 

Jews slaughter animals in the same way Muslims do: by slitting the throat. The same principles and 

expectations apply in regard to kosher slaughter: that so long as the animal is drained of blood, is not 

a forbidden type of animal, and is killed as painlessly and quickly as possible should trump any need 

or desire to kill the animal exclusively by slitting its throat. Businesses do not face the same pressure 

to be kosher certified as many businesses do to be halal certified, products certified as kosher are 

labelled and money raised goes into publishing literature that informs the public on what products are 

certified. Approximations of certification costs are made publically available. Jewish religious law 

dictates how food and drink are to be prepared and this makes the manufacturing of goods 

complicated for Jewish people, knowing that a product has been manufactured in a religiously 

appropriate way helps Jewish people outside Israel sustain themselves without inadvertently 

committing a sin. There is not the same strict requirements under Islam to warrant a certification 

scheme. With this in mind, businesses should not have to pay for this certification as it is an 

unnecessary cost burden that can limit availability of products suitable to people of a particular faith 

or no faith at all.  



Why do we need halal certification? 
 

The short answer is we do not need halal certification, unless you are in the business of extortion and 

exploitation. Imam Habib Bewley of the Jumu’a mosque Cape Town, South Africa spoke out 

against Halal certification because of its profiteering nature and perversion of Allah’s law. Halal 

certification has only been around in Australia since roughly the 1960s, not taking off until the 1980s. 

Essentially a business pays an annual sum in exchange for a label that says the product is halal. 

Certain products from the business can be certified as halal, the price differs between certifiers and 

products.  

Muslims know what they can and cannot consume, and have been consuming products that are now 

certified halal long before they were certified. One has to only read the ingredients to determine if 

they can consume the product, be it for dietary or religious reasons. If in doubt one can contact the 

manufacturer for more information on a product’s contents. 

Having a label that businesses pay for exploits the Islamic faith, businesses, and Muslims especially. 

Labelling something, especially meat or one brand of product, as halal implies that all other meat or 

brands of that product are not permissible for Muslims to eat which is deceitful conduct. Islam in this 

way is used for financial gain and not spiritual sustenance.  

Having payed hundreds, even thousands for a halal certificate does not guarantee any of the 

business’s products are halal. The recent case of Cadbury confectionary company losing its halal 

accreditation in Malaysia because pork DNA was found in their chocolates is testament to this. The 

reaction from the Malaysian public is nothing short of frightening: several Islamic organisations 

called for jihad against Cadbury. Cadbury has suffered a substantial financial loss because of the pork 

contamination and been halal certified.  

The money raised from halal certification schemes has at times gone to terrorist organisations such as 

Hamas, the certifiers lost the rights to issue halal certificates. Even with auditing of certifiers here in 

Australia the practice of certifying opens the door to corruption and mismanagement of funds. Charity 

and welfare programmes are catered for through the Red Crescent and other not-for-profit 

organisations and the Zakat (almsgiving, one of the five Pillars of Faith) adopted as a tax in many 

Islamic countries to help the poor. 

Insisting that businesses must be halal certified is both unnecessary and unethical. It should not cost 

more for businesses to provide the same goods and services which they were providing to Muslims 

before halal certification schemes. 

There is growing concern among Muslims and non-Muslims alike about halal certification. This 

concern is twofold: the encroachment of Sharia law and halal by stealth. Commercialising the halal 

process legitimises one aspect of Sharia law, the laws governing the preparation and consumption of 

food and drink, this gives a legal system contrary to Australia’s own legal system a foot in the door 

and gives impetus for supporters of Sharia law to push for greater concessions, like Sharia compliant 

family law. The second concern is many products that are certified halal do not have the halal label on 

them. This creates two major ethical problems: many people for religious reasons cannot eat food that 

has been sacrificed to another god (Jews, Christians, and Sikhs) and denies people the ability to make 

a conscientious choice about what they wish to support or associate with when purchasing goods and 

services. This is disingenuous behaviour and begs the question as to why buy halal certification in the 

first place? 

Lastly, halal certification has spread into the provision of services and transportation of goods. This is 

not required by the Qur’an or Hadith. It is blatant profiteering and exploitation. Insisting that services 

and transport are halal compliant is increasing and represents the halal industry’s slip into 

fundamentalism.  



 

Where to from here? 
 

Paying for certification should be abolished, individuals are able to determine for themselves if a 

product is suitable for them, be it dietary, religious, or ethical reasons. If there is any doubt they can 

contact the manufacturer for clarification. There is no religious requirement to pay to label anything 

halal or to imply that one product is permissible while similar products are not by way of having the 

halal label. 

Due to the complex rules governing what constitutes kosher food there should remain kosher 

certification but at no expense to the tax payer or businesses and clear labelling should remain so 

people can make ethical and religious choices. This need is not found with Islam and halal because 

there are no special preparatory requirements that exist beyond Australian health and safety standards 

for food under Islam. 

Denmark, Sweden, and Norway have banned ritualised slaughter (especially for Kosher and Halal 

purposes) without pre-stunning and this should be adopted here in Australia. All livestock slaughtered 

should be killed as quickly and as painlessly as possible, this means stunning. The blood can then be 

drained from the carcase and processed for markets both domestic and international.  

Informing people, organisations, and countries that insist on halal certification schemes should be 

reminded about the religious requirements on the matter, the unethical nature of the schemes, and that 

they have been trading for centuries without the supposed need or desire for people and businesses to 

pay for halal certification.  

 

 

Written by State President of One Nation, New South Wales Division.  
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I make the following points relating to specific items in the Terms of Reference
of the inquiry into food certification schemes.  My particular concerns are with 
the halal certification schemes.

Items b, c, and d.  Labelling.  There are apparently no labelling 
requirements for food with halal certification.  This is not acceptable – 
consumers should have a choice whether they buy halal certified products or 
not.  Given that the money raised by this scheme, which was devised only a 
few decades ago, is used to promote the Islamic ideology, which is strongly 
opposed to Australian values, there will be many Australians who do not want 
to support Islam by buying halal-certified products.

Proposed action.  The government should pass a law requiring halal-certified 
products to be clearly and readily legibly and understandably labelled as such.

Item g.  Information.  There is quite inadequate information available to 
people about the halal certification schemes.  I suspect that most people have
never heard off these schemes or are at best vaguely aware of them.  

Proposed action.  The government should publish detailed information on 
halal certification schemes, for instance on a section under 
http://www.foodstandards.gov.au/   It should also encourage the large supermarket 
companies to make a leaflet on halal certification schemes available to their 
customers.

http://www.foodstandards.gov.au/
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1: "If we want our exports to grow all the time, this is what we need to do and I think that's what Australians want," Mr Abbott told reporters in Hobart 
following a visit to a halal-certified meat supplier on Monday. (March, 2015)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2: “If we didn’t have the halal market for beef that could really affect thousands of meatworkers in Australia because we can sell certain amounts of 

cuts to certain markets, but other cuts go to Islamic markets and unless it’s halal certified we can’t sell them and that means the whole processing 

sector becomes unviable” Mr Joyce said in Canberra.

Mr Joyce speculated that if meatworks could not sell beef to Islamic markets, the sector might “have to triple the cost of beef” to keep the abattoirs 

open.

“In Tamworth, there’s 4000 meatworkers from poultry through to beef through to lamb. You want to be really careful before you start putting all their 

jobs on the line by saying we’re not going to participate in these range of markets.

“In the rural sector, we know these are really strong markets for us, big markets, reliable markets, markets that stood the test of time over decades, and 

we work very well. They don’t ask us to become Islamic, we don’t ask them to become Christians, we trade extremely well and we get along very well 

and we understand each other very well and we don’t want any unnecessary heat brought into this space because the only people who lose in this will 

be us.” (April 2015)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. "The Australian Government is committed to ensuring that consumers have access to sufficient information to make informed choices about the 
safety and nutritional quality of the food they purchase. Food safety is the overarching principle for guiding decisions about food labelling regulation 
in Australia. All Australian food, regardless of its method of production, is required to meet Australian food safety requirements as set out in the 
Australia New Zealand Food Standards Code, which prohibits the sale of unsafe food. The process of halal certification or preparation in no way 
changes the quality or safety of the food.

The Australian food industry is highly competitive, with companies competing in markets here and overseas. One way that manufacturers and 
producers can increase their market share is to highlight special features of their products, such as being organic, Australian grown or meeting dietary 
or religious requirements such as halal. Businesses typically work to create and market these features by, for example, buying certification services or 
using certain labels on the packaging. It is important to note that halal certification and associated fees are not taxes.

Halal assurance processes for food are implemented by the food production business and operate under a commercial arrangement. With the exception 
of some exported meat programs, the Australian Government has no direct involvement in the halal assurance process for food. The decision by a food 
company to meet halal requirements is a voluntary decision that they have always been able to make. Halal certification is not required to be declared 
on the label, although food businesses may choose to voluntarily display this information. Consumers may seek information directly from food 
companies to identify products that have been produced appropriately for their needs." 

- Malcolm Turnbull responding to inquiries from a ‘boycotter’ re: halal. (April 2015)
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Islam has deceivingly introduced Sharia law (halal tax) on to the world 
and into our Australian society.
Halal food which is prepared, prayed on, transported, slaughtered, etc 
according to Sharia law is overwhelmingly increasing and most of our 
food (1000's of products and brands), which carries the halal tax, is now 
even being deceivingly unlabelled as such.
Halal food quantities should only cater for the 3-4% of Muslim 
Australians and must not be imposed on the entire Australian 
community. Halal certification is a multi billion global industry and there 
is legitimate concerns that the profit made only benefits the Islamic 
communities and not all consumers whom pay the tax.

Please regulate the Halal certification in Australia.
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To: Senate Standing Committee’s on Economic
P O Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600

From: 

“PLEASE WITHHOLD PERSONAL INFORMATION”

13/07/2015

Re: Third Party Halal Certification in Australia

Dear Sir/Madam,

I am writing to you to oppose the practice of halal/kosher certification in Australia. This practice 
extends to the Islamic ritualistic slaughter of animals, transport, employment and associated 
industries. I do not wish to financially support any religious organisation in any shape or form.

The Australian population of Muslims is roughly 2%, of that 2% about half I’m told are practising 
Muslims who abide by the HALAL rules. These very same Muslims know what they can and cannot 
eat and don’t even bother looking for little labels on their foods. In fact, a lot of Muslims are not 
even aware of the HALAL-C Schemes.

Terms of Reference

The need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees

Meat exports are now almost all Halal-C even for countries who are not governed by the Islamic 
Sharia. Why is that? Why are we only employing Muslim Slaughtermen? Isn’t this against our very 
own discrimination laws? We are now in the position that all meat for sale domestically seems to be 
HALAL-C simply because most abattoirs are. As an Australian I believe if we are to eat an animal we 
are to give that animal a good life and a quick and painless death. Why have our animal welfare 
standards been lowered and why haven’t the Australian people been notified?

Whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make 
informed purchasing decisions

All meat should be labelled properly so we are aware of religious kills and Halal slaughter and we can 
make our purchasing decisions based on the label.

The extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including, but not 
limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; any related matters

Mr Ayan in submission number 205 states “It is fair to say that halal certification, and particularly 
how certifiers practice it, has many deep seated problems. Their audit and supervision as well as 
their service provisions are poor. There are also credible reports that some engage in corrupt, 
unethical and improper practices. The system allows them to do so and some therefore take full 



advantage of it. Halal certification has been widely described by leading members of the Muslim 
community, aptly in view, as a cash cow whose function is to collect as much money as possible in 
exchange for little or no provision of services beyond signing and issuing certificates.” He also states 
“important to point out that all the halal certifiers are not Islamic societies, even though some may 
disguise themselves as being so and even though the government claims that they are.”
As we can see from Mr Ayans admissions there are so many issues that need to be addressed. We 
can see the level of corruption by what is being Halal-C. Flour, sugar, salt, milk, honey, plastics, 
transport etc etc. The lack of labelling and general understanding by the Australian community 
shows the whole HALAL-C business is deceitful, corrupt and needs to be removed from the domestic 
market.

Conclusion

I feel that unknowingly purchasing goods/products due to limited or NO halal labelling, is taking 
away my right as an Australian consumer in making an informed purchasing decision and I would 
ALWAYS choose NOT TO PURCHASE HALAL CERTIFIED GOODS. It seems very deliberate and secretive 
practices are being used to keep the majority of Australian’s in the dark regarding halal certification. 
Muslims/Islamic organisation are profiting from halal certification that does not need to be practiced 
in Australia or any other country in the world. Muslims know what foods are halal (permitted) and 
haram (prohibited) and if there is any doubt, they recite a bismillah and they can consume the 
product. Australia is a multiracial, multi-faith and multicultural society, to religiously label food 
products is a great injustice to the Australian Community as a whole. In the interests of harmony 
within our society it cannot be seen that one religion is gaining favour at the cost of the rest of the 
people. This is exactly what is happening now, where 98% of the population are financially 
supporting a religion in the most deceiving manner. Of course people are going to get angry and of 
course this will divide the nation as we are seeing now.

Thank you for taking the time to read and consider my submission.

Kind Regards
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To the Senate Inquiry Into Food Certification Schemes
Subject: Halal Certification

I refer to item c. the need for labeling on products produced by companies that 
pay certification fees, and d. whether current schemes provide enough 
information for Australian consumers to make informed purchasing decisions

I shop for my family and find it so difficult to find foods that have not been halal 
certified. Why is this so in a democratic and free country? Some companies do 
not even reveal that there has been a halal fee paid on their products. Why are 
we subject to pay towards something that we do not agree with? Why have 
Easter chocolate eggs been halal certified? 
From my understanding, the concern of ‘clean’ or ‘unclean’ apply only to ‘pork’. 
Consumers should be told what we are paying for with the foods that we buy. We 
want to make informed choices when we walk into the supermarkets.
Suppliers and manufacturers should label their food clearly so we can choose not 
to buy Halal certified goods. Make it fair and ‘user pay’ only. 

Thank you for your kind attention into this matter. 
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I am writing to express my concern, and that of many other Australians of my acquaintance,
concerning the proliferation of Halal Certification in Australia. I had previously contacted the Prime
Minister about this matter, but his response totally ignored my right to freedom of religion.

Let me begin with a few facts:

Fact #1. According to the 2011 Census, there were 21,507,717 people in Australia at that time. (ref
http://www.censusdata.abs.gov.au/census_services/getproduct/census/2011/quickstat/0) Of these,
476,290 were Muslims. (ref http://religionsforpeaceaustralia.org.au/news/349-australias-
religiousprofile-from-the-2011-census.html) That means Muslims represent approximately 2.2% of 
the Australian population. Why should 2.2% of the population be allowed to force their religious 
beliefs on the rest of the population? Are Muslims the only ones who have the right of religious 
freedom in this country? What about the religious freedom of the other 97.8% of Australians, which
should include the freedom not to observe the practices of a religion in which they do not believe?

Fact #2. Halal Certification only began in Australia in the 1980s, or at the earliest the 1960s. (ref
http://pickeringpost.com/story/the-origins-of-halal-certification-schemes/4011) Islam has been
around since circa 630AD. That means that Islam existed for at least 1330 years without the need
for Halal Certification, therefore it cannot be claimed to be essential to the observance of the
religion.

Fact #3. Any food that is not from an animal source is automatically considered to be halal
(allowed) and does not need certification in any form.

Fact #4. Halal Certification symbols have been found on products as diverse as dog food, toilet
cleaners and feminine hygiene products. Since, presumably, none of these products are intended for
human consumption, and in light of facts #2 and #3 above, Halal Certification is totally unnecessary
and can only be seen as an attempt to impose an Islamic tax upon the rest of Australia, thus bringing
Australia under Sharia law.

Fact #5. In the case of meat products, the slaughter must be carried out in accordance with Muslim
rituals. Christians, Jews and Sikhs are all forbidden by their faiths to eat meat that has been offered
to other gods. What happened to our right of religious freedom to adhere to the teachings of our
own faiths?

Fact #6. Whilst it might seem simple to say, “If you don't want to eat Halal Certified foods, don't
buy them,” the pressure that is being brought by Islam on companies to pay for Halal Certification
means that, unless something is done about the situation, very soon it will be impossible to buy
foods that are not Halal Certified. Mohamed Elmouelhy recently posted on Facebook, “To ruin the
day for the Boycotters, all sugar manufacturers in Australia are certified Halal. All big, medium and
most small dairies are certified Halal. The small dairies that are not certified serve very small area
and are insignificant in the scheme of things. All gelatine available in Australia and New Zealand
are Halal certified. The Boycotters should know that cheese, milk, sweets, cakes, buns (Hot Cross
Buns) chocolates, (Easter Eggs) juices, juice drinks, soft drinks, beer are all made with Halal
certified sugar. Also gelatine is used to clarify wine. Oh and the Boycotters will have to make pork
crackling without salt because salt is certified Halal. All margarines contain milk protein and some
contain Halal gelatine. Boycotters should either abandon the idea of not eating 
Halal or starve.” (ref https://www.facebook.com/Mohamed.ElMouelhy?fref=ts, emphasis mine)
Why should the 21,031,427 non-Muslims in Australia be denied their right to choose in this way?

Fact #7. The Jewish religion also has its own strict dietary laws, yet they manage to observe them



without forcing them upon the rest of the Australian population by pressuring manufacturers to pay
exhorbitant fees for “Kosher Certification.” If they can do it, why can't the Muslims?

Fact #8. The fees paid for Halal Certification go to support mosques and Islamic schools. In other
words, these fees, which of course are passed on to the consumer, pay for the spread of Islam. These
fees are, in effect, an Islamic Sharia tax imposed on all Australians.

Ladies and Gentlemen, I am a Christian. My Bible clearly shows Jesus Christ as claiming to be God
in the flesh. He said He was one with the Father, (John 10:30) that those who had seen Him had
seen the Father, (John 14:7-9) and claimed the Name of God (I AM) for Himself. (John 8:58) Islam
claims that He is only a prophet, and a lesser prophet than Mohammed. Thus, Islam not only denies
the deity of Jesus Christ, but effectively calls Him a liar. Why should I be forced, through Islamic
Halal Certification fees passed on to the consumer, to pay for the spread of a religion that insults
and blasphemes my Lord and Saviour in this manner? Why does my offence not count? Is it only
Muslims who have the right not to be offended? Is it only Muslims who have the right to decide
which religion they will support and which they will not support? Does religious freedom in
Australia apply only to Muslims?

In light of these facts, Ladies and Gentlemen, I would ask the elected representatives
of all Australians, not just the 2.2% who are Muslim, to deal urgently with this situation.
* Since Halal Certification is not necessary for any product that has not been slaughtered, the
certification off all such products should be banned completely.
* Halal Certification for slaughtered products should be limited to a number of abattoirs
proportionate to the size of the Muslim population.
* Any products that are Halal Certified, or that contain Halal Certified ingredients, should be clearly
labelled as such.
* Any company offering Halal Certified products should be compelled to offer an equivalent non-
Halal range.
* Any fees for Halal Certification should be paid by the Islamic community, since they are the ones
benefitting.
Yours sincerely,
Rev. Dr. Lynn Fowler
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Senate Standing Committees on Economics 
 PO Box 6100  Parliament House  Canberra ACT 2600   
 
Submission for Third Party Certification of Food 
 
Dear Committee Members,  
 
I would like to present my views regarding the third party certification of 
food.  
 
I believe that we as a species have evolved via our ability to adapt and 
change as our human intelligence has allowed the formation of new 
inventions that have benefited society.  
 
Our exponential growth has been dramatic and often religion as a “life 
blueprint’ has not been able to keep up. This has been evident in many 
forms of our recent times.  
 
While a religion provides teachings as to how a group of people can live to 
“be their best”, the inherent “be your best” provides for the independent 
thinking that allows evolution.  
 
Once, many things were considered “fact”, ie the earth was flat…..and over 
time we have all learnt many new “facts”. One such “fact” that has not 
changes though was that to survive and prosper, we had to eat “clean” food.  
 
Religion has provided many people with guidance on what is “clean” and 
what is not. Whether you are one of the many Australian Aboriginal tribal 
groups with your own teachings or follow the faith of the bible and its many 
variants, there are teachings there to provide guidance for survival. Lets face 
it, each group wants to survive and prosper, eating good food is a basic tool 
for this! 
 
Over the last 35 years, I have personally noticed how our meat industry has 
changed in Australia. We have significantly less issues with contaminated 
meat or unhealthy produce available to consumers. This has nothing to do 
with religion, it has to do with common sense, ie we have evolved a new 
standard of what we consider acceptable and our governments have wisely 
provided the appropriate regulation to ensure this happens.  
 
Our Meat standards extend from plate to paddock, with our own animals 
tagged with a microchip from a young age to ensure tractability and the 
highest possible standards for consumers. I don’t think any religious person 
putting pen to paper 50 years ago, let alone 1400 or 2000+ years ago had 
any idea we would reach this level of sophistication.  
 
This is why I think we as a nation must now consider the position we have 
reached in our evolution and make a firm commitment to progress. 3rd party 
certification effectively says “we don’t trust your system, we don’t believe in 
your system”. The Australian system of meat production, slaughter and 
processing is better than anything else in the world. Our meat is of the 
highest standards with nothing arriving on the shelves of our stores that 



could be considered “unclean” regarding true potential harm to the human 
body.  
 
Ladies and Gentleman of the committee, I have sat on airlines beside Jews 
and Muslims and watched them eat bacon. When asking about it out of my 
natural curiosity, they have told me that those are rules of the past, 
embedded in history from a time when it was good practice.  
 
Cutting the throat of an animal to bleed it out was best practice, we used to 
do it on our farm growing up……but not there are much more humane ways 
to kill an animal.  
 
Not eating pigs that feed on carrion is smart, I know that the wild pigs I 
shoot on our farm don’t end up on my table, but I can assure you that up 
river the man growing organic oats for Uncle Tobys has wild pigs feeding on 
his crops that are first class eating……. 
 
Third party certification of food is a waste of time and insulting to our 
regulators and public servants who work hard to ensure that the best quality 
ends up on our shelves for human consumption. We have a wonderful 
society, relatively untainted from corruption (despite what the media portray) 
and we should support the system we have.  
 
On a humane view, We should set a standard we are proud of 
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13 July 2015

Dear Committee Members

I would like to make a submission to the Committee for the Third Party Certification of Food.

In particular I am concerned with the Halal Certification Scheme.

In summary my concerns are:

1. Halal certification is an aspect of Sharia law in the Islamic faith.
2. Halal certification has spread in Australia beyond meat products, which are really the only ones that

require it
3. Halal certified meat products involve religious rituals that involve not stunning the animal before

killing it, with the risk that the animal is still conscious and therefore bordering animal cruelty
4. Halal certification of meat products involve religious rituals that involve the dedication of the meat

to Allah, which is not my God.
5. Halal certification of meat products is so widespread in major supermarkets (Coles and Woolworths)

that it is increasingly difficult not to purchase meat that is not Halal certified
6. Halal certification is not always present on individual meat packages making it hard to avoid
7. Halal certification is currently provided by a number of ‘charities’ and it is not free.  This means that

manufacturers pay a fee to have their product certified.  I am concerned about the fee being passed
on to consumers when the majority of Australians are not Muslims.

8. The Halal fees have been reported to be funnelled to fund terrorist activities, and I would like the
Australian Government to ensure this does not occur.

As an Australian citizen, I understand we live in a multicultural society and we should allow Muslims to 
follow their religion and have ritually slaughtered meat and Halal products available to purchase.  This 
certification cannot become a fund raiser with no control in place and cannot be so widespread that the 
majority of the consumers in this country have no alternatives but to buy ‘Halal’ products, paying fees to 
Muslim charities/organisations. 

I also understand that meat exports to Muslim countries need to be certified but this cannot become an 
excuse for the majority of the meat consumed nationally to be also certified.

I would appreciate for the Committee to review the Halal Certification Scheme and address the 
abovementioned concerns.
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From: al ball  
Sent: Thursday, 9 July 2015 9:52 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN) 
Subject: Halal Certification

Why am I being forced to pay money to a religion I do not wish to support by the under
 handed practise of Halal Certification on produces i buy that are NOT LABELLED   as being 
 Halal certified . As Coles buy meat that has been killed in a Halal Certified meat works then 
 they repack it in their in-store butchery department then put it out for sale . Without 
 anything showing or saying it was or has Halal certification tax on it. I wish to be added to  
the list for the inquiry into the third part certification of food Thanks Alan Ball

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au
mailto:Natasha.Rusjakovski@aph.gov.au
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Dear Committee 

My name is Timothy Keyzer; I live in ,  

I wish to lodge a submission to the third party certification of food review as follows. 

As someone who does not identify as mainstream religious (Christian, Buddhist, Hindi, Muslim or Jewish) I believe that it is discriminatory 
to "Bless, certify, tax or endorse" any food item for sale in the marketplace, and then not inform me that this is the case at the point of sale. 

I also feel that any food or consumer item that carries religious certification should be made to display those certifications clearly on the 
front of their packaging, in a unified and standardized manner, and that food that is Blessed, certified, taxed or endorsed but not displaying 
this information (for example when new packaging is used or for old stock) it should be legally required to be removed from circulation and 
either re-packaged or destroyed. 

I submit that religious Blessings, certifications, taxes or endorsements are offensive to me. 
I believe that it is fraudulent to insist on monetary payment for any form of certification 
I believe that if any financial transactions or exchanges of money are required for Blessing, certification or endorsements that these should 
be borne entirely by the organisations or religious groups demanding them 
I believe that "Ritual Slaughter" is inhumane, abhorrent and completely inappropriate in all circumstances I believe that if third party 
certification of food is to continue, then those organisations should: 

Not be given tax exempt status due to religious grounds 
Be required to publicly and fully account for ever dollar that they earn and make this data available in easy to understand terms on forums 
that are accessible to at least 80 percent of the population of Australia 
Must be mediated by a third party organisation to ensure that the money taken remains 100% within the country The profits of which must 
not be allocated to only a single religious group or faith. 

In summary, I am completely opposed to Third party certification of food and believe that it is a basic human right for me to choose NOT to 
support religions, ideologies or groups that I do not identify with when making necessary consumer decisions such as food purchasing in 
Australia. 

Thank you for the opportunity to make this submission  

Yours Sincerely 

Timothy Keyzer 
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From: Peter Raymond  
Sent: Tuesday, 14 July 2015 11:29 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Submission re Third party certification of food

To the Economics References Committee,

I would like to express some of my concerns relevant to the inquiry regarding Third
 Party Certification of Food. These include:

·         ·    The inadequate labelling of food produce that doesn't properly explain the
 provenance of the food.
·         ·    Limited and sometime confused, public understanding of the terms used. i.e
 organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified, and the implications of the terms.
·       ·      Misuse of the terms. I.e. where they are applied when they shouldn’t be.   

· Concerns that a religious organisation can influence manufacturers to pay
 for the use a label (e.g. Halal, Kosher) and force their practice on them. E.g. ‘For
 certification of international companies, we must push them to accept and follow
 Halal requirements in all of their production plants worldwide, not in one particular
 place’. (quote from http://www.worldhalalcouncil.com/our-mission.)
·         ·    The expansion of halal certification to many other non-food products also
 raises concerns about pressure being put on industry to conform and pay fees.  ‘It
 is also important in non-food products including personal care, utensils, fashion
 and clothing’s, shoes and the like and lately halal certification is now made
 mandatory to animal and poultry feeds, packaging materials such as tin cans,
 drums, plastic bottles and the like which are in contact with the halal quality
 products’ (quote from http://www.worldhalalcouncil.com/about-us. )
·         ·    Concerns that a minority group seems to be having their standards imposed
 on the majority of the population. I.e. Halal certification being connected with
 Islamic Sharia law.
·        ·     Freedom to practice the religion of one's choice is entrenched in our
 national constitution. Muslims may purchase halal meat if they so choose and I'm
 sure they wish to know which meats are slaughtered to the halal requirements. 
·        ·     As a Christian, I ask for the same consideration of our food supply in having
 appropriate labels. My family wish to purchase meats that are not slaughtered to
 the halal requirements. And if non-meat products are also using meat slaughtered
 to halal requirements, we wish for these products to be labelled as such.
·        ·     I wish to practice my religion, not someone else’s, so I want to be able to
 buy food or goods not subjected to other religion’s food practices.
·        ·     I also have concerns about the methods and standards for killing and
 processing animals in various abattoirs (which may be out of scope).
·        ·     There is still limited knowledge of the long term implications of genetically
 modified foods to the food chain and population health.

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au
mailto:Natasha.Rusjakovski@aph.gov.au
http://www.worldhalalcouncil.com/our-mission
http://www.worldhalalcouncil.com/about-us


These are a few of my concerns. Thank you for your consideration of them.

Peter Raymond
 M: 
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Food Labelling Submission 
 

I would like to offer the following points regarding Food Labelling in Australia and the rights of 
consumers to know what they are buying and ultimately what they are feeding themselves and their 
family.  

In a fast paced, evolving society, many aspects of our lives are controlled by others. However, what I 
choose to put in my body and how I manage my own health should always remain the domain of the 
individual rather than the state or corporations.  

To this end a person needs information to make reasonable choices that suit their health, religious, 
social and ethical beliefs. Food labelling allows individuals to make these choices regardless of 
whether these beliefs are widely spread, illogical, wise, poor or healthy but each food consumed is a 
choice of the individual. Government has the ability to legislate to implement food labelling which 
gives the community an opportunity to choose according to their personal beliefs.  

There are currently many foods that are treated in certain ways that are unlabelled. We currently 
have GMO foods unlabelled although many people choose to avoid these foods. Halal certification 
schemes abound in Australia (there are currently more certifiers in Australia than Saudi Arabia), yet 
only a small portion of these foods are labelled as Halal certified. Some foods even have Halal labels 
on the inside of the package and the consumer isn’t aware of its status until purchased and opened 
(ie Coon Cheese).  

Both people trying to eat Halal and others trying to avoid Halal are being disadvantaged by the 
current lack of labelling. The labels that do exist vary depending on who has done the certifying (ie 
AFIC, ICCV, HCAA or SICHMA) and there is no consistency.  

Although less than 3% of Australians observe the need to eat Halal, we currently have the situation 
where the majority of products in this country are Halal certified (in particular core ingredients such 
as flour and sugar). Islam actually does not require Muslims to eat Halal certified foods as this is a 
relatively new concept employed to make a select few very rich and to hoodwink the majority into 
paying extra for produce.  Islam only requires that Muslims say their own prayers to Allah before 
eating which can be done in the home. Muslims are fully aware to avoid blood, pork and alcohol 
(these are classed as Haram) and I believe that they should be able to choose which products don’t 
contain these products through adequate labelling rather than Halal certification.  

We also have the case in Australia where naturally Halal products are being Halal certified such as 
water and honey. This is a blatant case of charging for an unnecessary service. We are also seeing 
dog and cat food that is Halal Certified and even Haram foods that contain shellfish, pork, alcohol or 
blood have been incorrectly Halal Certified. 

Most meats are Halal slaughtered and many people would avoid this product due to the inhumane 
process of slaughtering the animals if they were aware. Halal slaughter is a cruel process that does 
not fully stun the animal, their throat is slit and they are left to bleed out to remove all blood from 
their system. A prayer to Allah is also performed whereby the meat is dedicated to their God.  

Logical or not, the bible says that Christians are not to eat meat dedicated to a false God ie Allah and 
many Christians would like the choice of deciding if they would like to eat meat dedicated against 
their beliefs. Also Sikhs cannot eat meat dedicated to Allah and are finding it increasingly difficult to 



find non Halal meats. We have a few farms that cater to the actively non Halal market but this is 
small as most people are not even aware of Halal Slaughter.  

Just as when we introduced the labelling of Cage Free and Free Range eggs we have seen a growing 
number of people choose the most humane product, the introduction of clear labelling regarding 
slaughter would allow consumers to choose the most humane slaughter method for them.  

I feel that the following labelling should be employed in Australia for consumers to make clear 
choices with their food. Just as nutrition panels have aided consumers in making healthy choices we 
need to improve this to include the following with the active ingredients noted. 

• Nutrition Panel – List actual ingredients and nutritional information 
• GMO – Contains Genetically Modified Ingredients 
• Haram – Contains Pork, Blood, Shellfish or alcohol (rather than Halal certification) 
• Allergens – Contains Egg, Wheat or Nuts  
• Ethics – Slaughter method, cage free status, Palm Oil, sustainability of catch etc. 
• Origination – Country of origination 
• Manufacture – Any country involved in the production of the product 
• Ownership – Australian owned if relevant 

Should a religious group require additional labelling such as Kosher or Halal then this needs to be 
clearly labelled as such so that others can choose to avoid these foods should it be against their 
beliefs. The additional expense of the certification schemes can then be borne by the religious 
groups rather than the general populous.  

The effort currently involved to establish if a product meets your health, religious and ethical 
standards is horrendous. Even the new apps such as boycott are inaccurate and cumbersome. As 
consumers we need our Government to ensure an even playing field with honest and open 
communication on which to base our decisions.  

Effective, accurate and easy to understand labelling is an important requirement in today’s fast 
paced and highly complicated world. Gone are the days of only eating produce you have grown 
yourself. We live in a multicultural, religiously diverse and technologically advanced society and 
these changes need to be reflected in our product labelling.  

Thank you for your consideration of the points I have made and I hope that you recognise my voice 
as just one of many who feel the same.  

 

Yours Sincerely 

Jody Mathews 

 

 

 



ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 614

Submission Details: Name Withheld









ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 615

Submission Details: Australians for Australia







ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 616

Submission Details: Name Withheld







Please note that this submission is supported by 6 other individuals.  

 



ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 617

Submission Details: Mr Phil Green









ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 618

Submission Details: Carin Timo







ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 619

Submission Details: Name Withheld





14th July 2015

PLEASE WITHHOLD MY PERSONAL DETAILS

Third party certification of food

Senate Standing Committees on Economics

To: Senate Economics References Committee

I wish to express my opinion on third party Certification

TERMS OF REFERENCE OF INQUIRY

1. The extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, 
but not limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-
modified food and general food safety certification schemes;

2. Current labelling requirements of food certification schemes;

3. The need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay 
certification fees;

4. Whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian 
consumers to make informed purchasing decisions;

5. Details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or 
manufacturers, and the potential for these to impact on prices for consumers;

6. The importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market 
access and returns to producers;



7. The extent and adequacy of information available to the public about 
certifiers including, but not limited to, certification processes, fees and 
financial records; and any related matters.

1. As a result of third party Halal certification having become so widespread 
within Australia it is becoming increasingly difficult to find products that 
are not certified Halal, this certification has now gone well beyond food 
and is implemented within the cosmetic, transport and pet food 
industries, while I acknowledge the right of a Muslim person to have 
access to permissible foods under their religion, it follows that people not 
of the Islamic religion should be afforded the same rights. 

2. Under the current labelling laws in Australia it is not a legal requirement 
of the manufacturer to disclose either the country of origin, the 
percentage of product from countries of origin, or third party 
certification on the packaging.

3. In view of the recent health scares associated with imported berries from 
China it has become increasingly obvious that consumers cannot rely on 
our current importation screening procedures to ensure the food we are 
eating is safe, to make informed choices not only do we need to see 
country of origin labels but we also need to know which products have 
third party certification along with a list of ingredients, this need is 
further borne out by the incident that had Melamine being added to 
Chinese powdered milk which in turn caused the deaths of several 
children.

4. Currently because of the lack of uniform Australian labelling laws 
consumers are unable to make informed choices. There are certain food 
manufacturers that are now ensuring that country of origin and third 
party certification information is either omitted or placed inside the 
packaging, thus making it impossible for Muslims as well as Non-Muslims 
to be certain that the food is either Halal or Haram until after purchase. 



This in itself is a deceptive practice that is allowed under our current 
labelling laws and should be addressed.

5. We have currently seen a marked increase in the price of groceries in 
Australia compared to other Countries, while this in part is due to the 
duopoly that has been allowed to flourish within the Australian market 
place, it may also be attributed to the cost of third party certification. 
Non- disclosure agreements have been in many instances been put in 
place which then allows manufacturers to hide the cost of third party 
certification and pass those costs onto consumers as a normal business 
activity.

6. While there can be no disputing that third party certification can in fact 
enhance Australia’s export markets, export markets are entirely separate 
from domestic markets and until such time as 95% of the domestic 
market demands third party certification the costs should not be passed 
onto all domestic consumers, but more importantly neither should 
adherence to a particular religious belief be forced onto the Australian 
Consumer.  While Halal does not alter the food in any way shape or form 
paying fees to support that religious belief of a minority by the majority is 
against our democratic rights and principles.

7. When we look at organic foods in the supermarkets we can compare the 
price of Non organic produce to that of organic produce and it is the 
informed consumer’s choice to pay the extra, sadly it appears that is not 
the case with Halal certification where deceptive practices are rife.

Yours Faithfully
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Senate Enquiry to Certification Schemes

Any Persons Beliefs are Personal and should not be imposed upon others, be it physically, verbally or 
economically. The Economic imposition of religion comes in the form of Religious Certification. And I 
believe this is wrong, it should be my choice in what I believe and support and not through an 
imposed fee on products I purchase to benefit the belief system of others.

Certification Targeted Markets should pay for the cost of production required to meet their 
requirements, and not the general market baring the cost. Third Part Certifiers should be at the Cost 
of the Target Market and Not the General Public, this would put everyone on an “Even Playing 
Field”.  

 We have clear Labelling laws in Australia for Product ingredients , so everyone can check that the 
products will suit his or her dietary needs , no payments are necessary to third parties to achieve 
this, adding a line of ‘This Contains Pork Products’ or  ‘Alcohol’’  should not require payment of 
additional fees to do so. 

If any product pays for Certification it should be clearly marked because how else would a consumer 
know if it has been certified or not, and would allow a better decision to be made on purchases.    

Ritual Slaughter of Meat, Any meat Product processed in this manner should be labelled as such not 
only in bulk Packaging but at point of sale for General Purchase, with the additional cost being 
reflected in the price, as the Majority should be for export, as this market is calling for the 
Certification and the remainder targeted at the small 2% domestic market. This would alleviate the 
problem of the general public unknowingly purchasing meat produced this way and in turn helping 
the meat producers in reducing there Certification Volume requirement. 

If Certification Schemes and Certifiers remain they should be treated as a Profit Organisation, so all 
records must be declared for Taxation and Audit purposes.  And be able to be controlled by bodies 
like the ACCC.    

Regards
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To the Chairman of the Third Party Certification inquiry.

"Halal Certification"

I would like to put forward my objection to the known Halal Certification 
because in my oppinion it is against the Australian Constitution.

In my view it is a breach of the Australian Constitution and a failure of the 
Australian Government to protect Section 116 . The Commonwealth shall 
not make any law for establishing any religion , or for imposing any 
religious observance!. 

Basic research shows that muslims do not need to have their food 
certified as saying a simple prayer before eating makes the food halal. 

The majority of our food that is halal certified is naturally halal 
anyway. 

Such as Honey, Dairy Products, Grains, Sugar, Fish and Fruit and 
Vegetables 'Fresh or Frozen' just to mention a few.

Being an Australian Citizen gives me the right to choose what i do and 
dont purchase.

If the goods are not marked halal certified then neither muslims or I 
know what we are buying, Isnt halal certification there to inform 
muslims that these goods are halal, Obviously not. If it is not to help 
muslims choose halal food then the scheme must be a fraud. It only 
makes a few people rich and upsets a majority in the Fact that you have 
no way of knowing that you are paying a religious Fee to a minority in 
our society that the majority do not want.

Going back to my complaint earlier that under Section 116 of the 
Constitution I Have The Right to Choose  and be 'INFORMED' of 
What i Purchase. 'ie: religious observances condoned by the 
government but not by the majority of the people'

I as an Australian Citizen demand that my right to choose not be taken 
from me.



In the search for answers of why halal certification i find many muslims 
do not agree with the certification or the exorbitant fees imposed upon 
them.

Other islamic countries only have 1 certifier, why do we have 33. If you 
go against the majority of Australians wishes then i put forward that we 
only have one Government body that controls the certification with 
nominal fees to cover the cost of the checks required.

I do find that the Meat industry of Australia should be moved back into 
the 21st century and all meat animals should be slaughtered quickly and 
humanely. Reversible Stun is not an Humane system, 'How would you 
like to wake up bleeding out' till you die.

We have the means and technology, Use It. 

With our Multicultural Society a lot of other citizens cannot eat meat 
sacrificed to another god. We have specialty shops in Australia that 
provide for other cultures and their needs, muslims should be no 
different. If they want or need special food then let them pay for it as i 
do not want to contribute to a religion that i do not follow.

This is not an islamic country based on islamic rules and laws. We are a 
Christian Society ruled under a Judeo Christian Democracy. We have 
the Constitutional Laws to protect us from this sort of Fraud, it is up to 
you and the government to use those Laws.

The Fees being paid by the majority of Australians seem to only 
supports the muslim society in Australia which is only around 2% yet 
100% of Australians are paying for it.

The entire scheme is anti Australian and should be ceased immediately.

John Heriot 
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Certifying of foods 

From the outset the need to have products certified and knowing the details 
of the certification has never been more important as it is now; however this 
alone will not go far enough if we do not also deal with truth in labelling of 
foods. There are many health issues that are arising as we move towards a 
state of continual food source modification and the varying standards for the 
sourcing of foods and other products from outside of Australia. We need to 
know the truth about food products to inform what we choose to consume.  

The purpose of certifying foods is manyfold and it needs to be very 
dependable. Some people have specific health issues and need to be certain 
that the process will exclude certain food elements and products. If certifying 
food is about raising money, the risk of incorrect certification could be high, 
with some choosing to apply a principle of the end justifies the means. 

The classic case is the claim that the Heart Foundation Tick was being used on 
certain McDonalds’ products because the organisation had paid for the right 
to use it, regardless of whether the food so certified was heart healthy. This 
could have major consequences for those choosing to eat heart healthy foods 
based on a trust of the Heart Foundation Tick.

We need to know that food that is labelled as low in salt is in fact low in salt. 
In today’s world where advertising is all about a pitch to the buyer we need 
truth. We also need to know that the claim made is verifiable.

There have been claims that certain certification is in fact a front for the 
collection of funds for the support of extreme activities being carried out in 
the name of a religious doctrine. We need to know if purchasing a product is 
providing support for any such activities.

I strongly recommend that we introduce a national register of product 
certification and food labelling where any product that is to be certified is 
registered and full details of the process to be disclosed. The disclosed 
information must include:



1. The purpose of the certification
2. Who are requiring the certification
3. Who will be administering the certification
4. The need for the certification
5. The whole process of the certification
6. The process of the determining that the product is compliant to the 

certification 
7. Any cost involved in the certification to be publically disclosed.
8. The purpose of any funds raised via the certification and the process of 

how that money trail can be verified.
9. A certification process may be put in place for a secondary purpose – 

for example to raise funds for a health research purpose; to assist 
disadvantage groups to earn real income (as in the fair trade 
movement) 

10. If additional funds are raised that are greater than required to fulfil 
the primary purposes then what is expected to happen to those funds 
needs to be verifiable. 

11. How business will be invited to become involved in the certification 
process.

12. Certification symbols must be clearly predominantly marked on the 
outside of the package.

13. All business involved in the certifying process must not be compelled 
in any way to be involved; - it must be a voluntary association -.

14. It cannot be used for an illegal purpose 
15. The complete details of the certification to be available for public 

scrutiny and a list of all products certified need to be kept up to date 
and available.

16. A list of any company that has any products that are certified detailing 
all the certified products and the management of separation of non-
certified products that maybe being produced or handled and the 
certified products.

17. Punitive sanctions must be made for breaches of established 
regulations.

Such a certifying body must be a national as there is so much movement 
between states. It will also need to asses products being imported that they 



be compliant to any associated certification. The confusion over the Made in 
Australia or Australian branded products needs to be sorted out. Some may 
be prepared to pay more for a product that will support Australian industry 
and yet some products are only packaged in Australia with claims of being 
Australian. There is also some business that are Australian owned business 
that do all of their production in other countries; we need to be able to 
distinguish what we may choose to support.

In Summary we must be fully able to know if a claim is independently 
verifiable and that a marketing claim of certification is in fact honest. For 
example if a claim of “lower in salt” is made we need to know from what is 
lower in salt claim made. We must know what “reduced fat” means and so 
on and so forth. If an advertising claim is made without certification we then 
will know that the claim is just an attention seeking advertising statement of 
possibly no truth.  Honesty must become the new marketing standard as so 
many claims are made every day and so as to determine what is advertising 
and what is truth we need to establish a new standard of truth that is 
external to the current business practices. 

It must be noted that to some extent the certification of food and the 
labelling of food products is intricately inter-wound so that at times there is 
little if any disenable distinction; perhaps the main distinction is one may be 
represented by a symbol while the other is represented by statements and 
both can be harmful if the truth is not clearly stated. People’s lives can be at 
risk if we continue down the path we are going. We must know that 
processes are dependable and if not be able to avoid those that may 
compromise both our health and any relevant belief structure. 

I am if required prepared to attend in person if so invited

Yours in Good Faith

Milton Caine
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Dear Senators

My name is  I am making a submission to you about Halal (Tax) Certificate. I am 
on a Disability Support Pension. We are not Islamic/Muslim and yet we are forced to pay another tax 
to who know what and what they do with the money.

I would like to bring to your attention some interesting points from the Koran

Question:

Does Islam require people of other faiths to pay money to support the Muslim religion?

The Qur'an:
Qur'an (9:29) - "Fight those who believe not in Allah nor the Last Day, nor hold that forbidden which 
hath been forbidden by Allah and His Messenger, nor acknowledge the religion of Truth, (even if 
they are) of the People of the Book, until they pay the Jizya with willing submission, and feel 
themselves subdued."

Muslim (19:4294) - There are many places in the hadith where Muhammad tells his followers to 
demand the jizya of non-believers. Here he lays down the rule that it is to be extorted by force: "If 
they refuse to accept Islam, demand from them the Jizya. If they agree to pay, accept it from them 
and hold off your hands. If they refuse to pay the tax, seek Allah's help and fight them"

Bukhari (53:386) - The command for Muslims to spread Islamic rule by force, subjugating others until 
they either convert to Islam or pay money, is eternal: Our Prophet, the Messenger of our Lord, has 
ordered us to fight you till you worship Allah Alone or give Jizya (i.e. tribute); and our Prophet has 
informed us that our Lord says:-- "Whoever amongst us is killed (i.e. martyred), shall go to Paradise 
to lead such a luxurious life as he has never seen, and whoever amongst us remain alive, shall 
become your master." This is being recounted during the reign of Umar, Muhammad's companion 
and the second caliph who sent conquering armies into non-Muslim Persian and Christian lands 
(after Muhammad's death).

Ishaq 956 & 962 - "He who withholds the Jizya is an enemy of Allah and His apostle." The words of 
Muhammad.

According to the esteemed historian Ibn Kathir, Muhammad established the jizya as a means of 
compensating the "converted" Meccans for their loss of revenue following the total ban of other 
religions from the Kaaba. This ended the centuries-old tradition of pilgrimages by people of all faiths 
during the holy months, on which the local economy depended, Allah, most high, ordered the 
believers to prohibit the disbelievers from entering or coming near the sacred mosque. On that, 
Muhammad's home tribe of Quraysh, thought that this would reduce their profits from trade. 
Therefore, Allah, most high, compensated them and ordered them to fight the people of the Book 
until the embrace Islam or pay the jizya. Ibn Katheir, The Battles of the Prophet, p. 183-184
This practice enabled Muhammad and his successors to fund Islamic military expansion and the 
lifestyle of the religious class through extortion from non-believers. In 630, the prophet of Islam first 



marched an army into Christian lands in what came to be known as the "Battle of Tabuk." In fact, 
there was no battle because there was no opposing army. The residents were taken by surprise. 
Some were killed, and the survivors were forced to pay protection money to Muhammad. (Clearly 
abrogating the previous rule of "no compulsion in religion" that contemporary apologists are so fond 
of repeating).

Only eleven years after Muhammad's death, his companions swept through North Africa, putting to 
the sword those who would not submit to Islamic rule. In 643, Tripoli was conquered and the native 
Christian Berbers were forced to give their wives and children to the Muslims as slaves to satisfy the 
jizya.

This lucrative extortion racket was practiced down through the centuries and was a part of the brutal 
Ottoman rule over Christians, Jews and others. The Serbs of Europe were particularly hard hit and 
often had to hand over their children to satisfy the collector. The children were then converted to 
Islam and trained as Jihad warriors for use in foreign campaigns (the so-called Janissaries).

In India, well into the 17th century, Muslim tax collectors would also take the wives and children of 
impoverished Hindus and sell them into slavery for the jizya requirement. The only way for many to 
avoid losing their families was to convert to Islam. This tremendous discrimination is how Islam 
made inroads into populations that wanted nothing to do with it (as a cleric so much as admitted in 
2013).

Technically, there is no such thing in Islam as an innocent non-Muslim, which makes those 
ballyhooed condemnations of "terror against innocent people" even more useless. There is a basis 
for protecting the "People of the Book" (originally Jews and Christians, but later extended to Hindus 
when Muslim leaders realized that killing them was not as profitable as taxing them). These would 
be those who place themselves completely under the rule of Muslims, relinquishing all rights and 
agreeing to finance the Muslim expansion. Unfortunately, even this has not been enough to spare 
religious minorities from extreme persecution and massacre.

Traditionally the collection of the jizya occurs at a ceremony that is designed to emphasize the 
subordinate status of the non-Muslim, where the subject is often struck in a humiliating fashion. M.A. 
Khan recounts that some Islamic clerics encouraged tax collectors to spit into the mouths of Hindu 
dhimmis during the process. He also quotes the popular Sufi teacher, Shaykh Ahmad Sirhindi:
"The honor of Islam lies in insulting the unbelief and the unbelievers (kafirs). One who respects kafirs 
dishonors Muslims... The real purpose of levying the Jizya on them is to humiliate them... [and] they 
remain terrified and trembling." Islamic Jihad



British preacher, Anjem Choudary, points out that "the normal situation is for [Muslims] to take 
money from the kuffar" (at the time, he was encouraging believers in the UK to quit working and live 
on public benefits). The Qur'an also affirms that the collection of jizya is is the ideal relationship 
between Muslims and non-Muslims. The verse mandating this (9:5) occurs much later than the verse 
stating that there is "no compulsion in religion" (2:256), meaning that it takes precedence and 
abrogates the earlier verse. This is why Islamic purists such as Hamas and the Taliban wish to 
reinstate the jizya. One of the first orders of the self-declared caliphate formed by the ISIL in 2014 
was to imposed the jizya by force on Christians who refused to embrace Islam.

An Egyptian cleric on al-Hafaz TV said in 2013 that American foreign aid to that country was a form 
of jizya "owed" to them. He believed that Muslims should demand more money from the Americans 
so that, in his words, "we can leave them alone." Only when the jizya is paid will America "be 
allowed to to recognize its own interests, the ones we agree to."

Contemporary Muslim apologists frequently tout the earlier "no compulsion in religion" verse when 
attempting to portray Islam as peaceful, and are somewhat reluctant to admit that the jizya is a 
penalty for not being Muslim. They usually fall back on claiming that the jizya is merely a tax paid to 
the government - glossing over the fact that this "tax" was imposed on the basis of religious status 
and was nearly always a much greater burden than that required of Muslim citizens. The interesting 
thing about this rhetorical strategy is that it directly contradicts any pretense that Islam is merely a 
religion and not a political system.

Tolerance in Islam isn't free. The jizya is money paid by non-Muslims so that they can keep 
practicing their religion. Under Islamic law, if the money is not paid, the people are to be killed or 
enslaved.

In short, if the Islamic State is enforcing jizya on “infidels,” demands for its return are on the increase 
all around the Muslim world. Put differently, if Abu Shadi, an Egyptian Salfi leader, once declared 
that Egypt’s Christians “must either convert to Islam, pay jizya, or prepare for war,” Dr. Amani 
Tawfiq, a female professor at Egypt’s Mansoura University, once said that “If Egypt wants to slowly 
but surely get out of its economic situation and address poverty in the country, the jizya has to be 
imposed on the Copts.”

Now As a Catholic Christian I find this as a slap in the face. I submit to you all that any Halal is a 
TAX and I have pointed out to you Chapter and verse of their Cult and that is what islam is a CULT 
all muslims read the same books and practice the same acts.



The slaughter of the animals is in Human and causes nothing but pain.
So to sum up

1 I do not wish to pay a jizya which is what Halal certification really is

2 I do not want my food done to a foreign or lower cult god

3. As a Catholic Christian, it is stated in the holy bible that I can not eat any foods that has been 
offered in sacrifice. 1 Corinthians 10:28 “But if  someone says to you, "This has been offered in 
sacrifice," then do not eat it, both for the sake of the one who told you and for the sake of 
conscience.

I hear by make this submission to you to remove every Halal or Muslim JIZYA from our foods 
because I do not want to pay more and I do not support any evil cult and ISLAM is just that a cult.

Please note the fact that I am not saying they can’t have halal. I just don’t want to be forced to pay 
for it.

Thank you and God Bless you

15th July 2015
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Submission to the Senate inquiry into third party certification of food 
 

Attn:  Committee Secretariat 

Halal Certification of our domestic food and its supply chains is the predominant third party 

certification scheme in Australia.  Halal (meaning permitted) is a religious requirement only for 

Muslims and is an aspect of Islamic Sharia Law.  Unlike any other certification service, it has a 

penetration into our supermarkets out of all proportion with the reasonable requirements of its 

Muslim market; only 2.5% of Australia’s population. Halal Certification is estimated at 60%-80% of all 

supermarket products. The freedom for the vast majority of us Australians to choose otherwise for 

whatever reason, be it religious, philosophical or financial; has been substantially eroded.  

There are no solid statistics on Halal Certification because the 20 or more Halal certifiers are 

unregulated and mostly exempt from taxation and auditing. There is a mantle of secrecy over the 

business agreements with a large variation in fees being charged and these concealed by non-

disclosure contracts. Many Australians experience disquiet as to how the tax exempt profits of Halal 

Certification are being used both here and overseas. 

I argue that the vastly disproportionate amount of Halal Certified domestic food products in 

Australia is scaled beyond any Muslim religious need and is in fact either a profiteering monopoly or 

a clandestine implementation of Sharia Law in Australia. Perhaps it is both.  

 

Halal Certification is scaled beyond Islamic domestic and export requirements and is 
religious discrimination against non-Muslims 
 
Argument 
Considering there are only about 650,000 Muslims in Australia; the statistics concerning Halal 
Certification speak for themselves. I reference four domestic food stables.  
 
Chicken is estimated to be 80% Islamic Certified:  Approximately 97% is consumed domestically and 
3% exported. Assuming the ratio is the same as for all food exports to Islamic countries; a fifth or 
about 0.6% is being exported to Islamic countries.  
Proportionally, about 4% of Chicken should be Halal Certified.   
http://www.chicken.org.au/industryprofile/downloads/The_Australian_Chicken_Meat_Industry_An_Industry_in_Profile.p
df (Pg23) 
http://www.agriculture.gov.au/SiteCollectionDocuments/ag-food/publications/food-stats/australian-food-statistics-2012-

13.pdf (Pg9) 

Bread:  Most major supermarket brands pay for Islamic Certification. I have not found any major 
supermarket brand to be without certification. Approximately 99% of fresh bread is domestic sales 
and 1% is exported.  As for all total food exports, Islamic countries are estimated as a fifth of the 
export value. 
Proportionally, less than 4% of bread should be Halal Certified.  
 
Dairy  is almost totally Halal Certified.  Most, if not all, major brands pay for Islamic Certification. 
About 60% is sold domestically and 40% is exported with only 15% of that going to Islamic nations. 
That’s 6% of total production.   
Proportionally, less than 9% of Milk should be Halal Certified.   
http://www.dairyaustralia.com.au/~/media/Documents/Stats%20and%20markets/Exports%20and%20trade/Trade%20and
%20Dairy%20Screen.pdf  (Pg8) 

http://www.chicken.org.au/industryprofile/downloads/The_Australian_Chicken_Meat_Industry_An_Industry_in_Profile.pdf
http://www.chicken.org.au/industryprofile/downloads/The_Australian_Chicken_Meat_Industry_An_Industry_in_Profile.pdf
http://www.agriculture.gov.au/SiteCollectionDocuments/ag-food/publications/food-stats/australian-food-statistics-2012-13.pdf
http://www.agriculture.gov.au/SiteCollectionDocuments/ag-food/publications/food-stats/australian-food-statistics-2012-13.pdf
http://www.dairyaustralia.com.au/~/media/Documents/Stats%20and%20markets/Exports%20and%20trade/Trade%20and%20Dairy%20Screen.pdf
http://www.dairyaustralia.com.au/~/media/Documents/Stats%20and%20markets/Exports%20and%20trade/Trade%20and%20Dairy%20Screen.pdf
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Submission to the Senate inquiry into third party certification of food 
 

Given that Milk is naturally compliant with Islamic law to begin with; Halal Certification is 
unnecessary and has no reason to be done. The same goes for eggs, honey and other natural 
products all being Halal Certified.  
 
Red meat:  With regard to Australian food exports; by value, 24% is meat including live export.  Even 
though only one-fifth of total meat exports go to Islamic countries; the Australian meat industry is 
almost totally Halal Certified with jobs reserved for Muslims only.  Given the live export trade, less 
than 20% of Abattoir capacity needs to be Halal Certified to address both the Islamic meat export 
and domestic requirement.   
I believe the exclusion of non-Muslim from 80% of meat industry jobs that have been unnecessarily 
sterilised by Halal Certification to be religious discrimination against non-Muslim Australian workers. 
 
The ritualistic Halal slaughtering methods are also of concern to many Australians. The reversible 
stun is well known across the industry as being inadequate to prevent the animals from suffering 
terrifying deaths. The belief is widely held in the Australian community that the government’s 
regulation of Abattoirs is inadequate and even corrupt.  I personally hold great distaste for this 
process that has a very high probably of being inhumane and cruel.  That I am without choice to 
avoid the purchase of Islamic ritually slaughtered beef, lamb and chicken is unacceptable to me as a 
Christian Australian; as it is for many other Australians.  
 

The Australian Government has the responsibility to restore and protect our freedom of 
choice 
 
By means of Halal Certification, the Muslim religion imposes itself upon all Australians without their 
consent and often without their knowledge.  The government is implicated in this and is potentially 
in breach of Section 116 of the Constitution of Australia.  The Islamic belief system is overwhelmingly 
sponsored by all Australians’ everyday food purchases.  There are diminishing opportunities to avoid 
having to purchase Halal certified products. Many such products are purchased unknowingly 
because of inadequate, cryptic or absent labelling.  Australians expect the opportunity to make an 
informed decision as they do when attempting to avoid products with poor nutritional value.  I 
suggest all meat products that have an origin with ritual slaughter (halal and kosher) be clearly 
labelled as being “Ritually Slaughtered”; even if the requirements of religious compliance have been 
broken between then and the point of sale. I also suggest that all products that do not have Halal or 
Kosher Certification anywhere in their supply chain be labelled “Religion-Free”, similar to “Gluten-
Free”.  The labelling currently used by Islamic certifiers can remain or not; the onus should be on the 
3% minority requiring ritual compliance to identify their ritually compliant food. 
The Australian Government stance that it has no role in regulating Halal certification is irresponsible 
and unacceptable. This is an issue of grave social impact and one that has diminished the freedom of 
choice in this country.  To boot, the Governments philosophy that businesses are best placed to 
respond to their customers' preferences on Halal certification and labelling is abysmally flawed and 
clearly evidence as being so by the overwhelming and disproportionate amount of Halal Certification 
being paid for in Australia – by businesses; by taxpayers and by shoppers. We are not a Muslim 
country but we have more Halal Certification bodies than any Islamic country in the World. As a 
minimum, a recommendation for the regulation of religious certification and for an effective 
labelling system must be an outcome of this inquiry process. Failure in this respect will seriously 
undermine Australia’s belief in the integrity of this inquiry.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
Damian Vella 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constitution_of_Australia
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Senate Standing Committees on Economics 

PO Box 6100 

Parliament House 

Canberra ACT 2600 

 

 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

  

I would like to add my submission to the Inquiry regarding third party certification of foods, with 

particular focus on halal certification. 

 

These are the five areas of most concern: 

 

LABELLING – transparency and freedom of choice 

 

Currently, a significant number of products manufactured by companies that pay for halal 

certification do not carry the label that identifies those products as such. This goes against the 

fundamental values our society was built on: those of individual rights and freedoms. As a 

consumer, I am entitled to a choice: whether to support what halal represents or to strengthen 

Australia instead. Inadequate labelling is deceitful and takes this choice away from me, which is 

unacceptable. 

 

 

ANIMAL WELFARE 

 
Ritualistic killing of animals is conducted in a way that inflicts unnecessary suffering on animals. 

While these barbaric practices might have been acceptable in the 7-th century, it is now a mark 

of a civilized society to have respect for all life and responsibility to minimize suffering. It is for 

that reason that civilized societies have laws in place that ensure certain abattoir standards and 

procedures. Making religious exceptions to these standards – exceptions that result in animal 

cruelty - is unacceptable, particularly in the society where religion and the State are separate, 

and the rule of Law applies equally to all citizens. 

 

DISCRIMINATION in the WORKFORCE 

 

Being a fundamental part of sharia (a “law” that is supposed to govern all areas of a Muslim’s 

life), halal has repercussions that are much wider than any other food certification (e.g., organic) 

would have. As such, there have been reports of manufacturers restricting their recruitment only 

to Muslims - apparently, to ensure that the whole process is “halal”. This is blatant discrimination, 

and this concern alone should be enough to shut down the halal scam that masks itself in 

religious disguise. Discrimination on any grounds, including religious, is unacceptable in a 

democratic society. 

 

 



EXTORTION of FEES – NO NEED FOR CERTIFICATION 

 

Multiple sources of information (including those written by Islamic scholars) are available to glean 

a very simple truth: according to the Quran, food or any other products do NOT need to be 

“certified” by anyone in order to be allowed for consumption by Muslims. There are rules about 

what Muslims can and cannot consume, and whatever is on the list of “allowed foods” does not 

need additional permission. This means that halal certification was created as a scheme to extort 

money from businesses. Halal certification started in the 1960-s and took off in the 1980-s; what 

did Muslims eat before that?   

 

 

FUNDING causes that contradict Australian values 

 

Halal certification has now become a multi-billion-dollar industry. There is enough evidence that 

the money raised is spent on building mosques and funding Islamic religious education in 

Western countries - thereby, forcefully spreading the ideology and practices of Islam within 

countries where this ideology is not welcome.  

 

The Inquiry MUST investigate what exactly and to what extent is funded by the billions of 

dollars raised by halal certification. It is not unfathomable that a substantial part of this wealth 

funds terrorism and other causes that are incompatible with our values. The Inquiry must look 

into direct as well as INDIRECT ways in which terror groups and anti-Western causes 

might be funded by the halal money.  

 

As people become more and more aware of halal and its issues, they begin to turn away from 

supermarkets and companies that pay for halal certification. For me personally, shopping has 

become a longer process due to the time I spend to ascertain my money is not going to support 

the ideology I oppose. Most people I associate with have the same experience. Many of us turn 

to local farmers markets to avoid having to pay for halal (often unknowingly due to inadequate 

labelling). This has got to impact businesses as well as the government’s revenue in a 

substantial way – and this trend will only grow. 

 

I expect the government I voted for to show common sense, courage and consistent adherence 

to the values that most Australians hold dear, the values that previous generations of Australians 

(and our allies) sacrificed their lives to protect: freedom, democracy and equality before the law. 

 

  

Kind regards, 

Lana Kanevsky. 
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SUBMISSION TO THE COMMONWEALTH SENATE ECONOMICS REFERENCE COMMITTEE  
REGARDING THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATION OF FOOD

To the Committee, I refer to the terms of reference regarding third party certification of food being:

On 13 May 2015, the Senate referred the following matters to the Economics References 

Committee for inquiry and report by 30 November 2015:

a. the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not 

limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and 

general food safety certification schemes;

b. current labelling requirements of food certification schemes;

c. the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees;

d. whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make 

informed purchasing decisions;

e. details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and the 

potential for these to impact on prices for consumers;

f. the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and 

returns to producers;

g. the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including, 

but not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any related 

matters.

I wish to address only upon halal certification in my submission to the Committee. 

I do not want halal certification in Australia for a variety of reasons:

1. I disagree with the ideology of Islam

2. I see halal certification as a money making scheme that does not attract taxation because of the 

connection with a religious body

3. The cost of foods that are halal certified has increased.

4. I do not wish to fund a religion through my shopping basket which denotes:

a) cruelty to animals, 

b) gender inequality, 

c) hatred of non-Muslims 

d) possible funding of Islamic terrorism, and

e) employment inequality ie hiring Muslims only in abattoirs.
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5. Australia is mainly a Christian country with an open attitude towards all religions. However, 

Islam does not agree with this fundamental Australian attitude and espouses death to anyone 

who is not of the Muslim faith.

HALAL SLAUGHTER

Each individual slaughter must include the animals and head facing maker while Allah’s name is 

praised. The animal’s throat is cut and convulsion squeezes out the remaining blood in the body, while 

the animal is still alive, ensuring that it properly bleed to death leaving the animal to die slowly this 

leads to meet with toxins released at the time of death, as the blood is removed while the animal is 

dying. This message is cruel, barbaric and against any humane animal practices in Australia. However, 

it is allowed because it falls under (religion).

WORKPLACE DISCRIMINATION

There are approximately 300 abattoirs in Australia, employing predominately Muslim males, 

discriminating against non-Muslim and women on religious and gender grounds. Realigning the kill 

area and revamping the conveyor system to face maker, providing prayer room is etc creates extra 

expenses separate to certification costs. I ask the Committee to fully investigate the discrimination of 

non-Muslims and women in this industry.

HALAL CERTIFICATION

Halal certification is not part of recorded Islamic or sharia law. Halal certifications our recent business 

constructs, which started in the 1980s.

Australian produce (except meat) was sold 'as is', naturally halal (permissible).  Everything on the 

Earth is halal, except for what Allah and ‘His Messenger’ say is haram (or not permissible). Today 

halal certification seems to operate on the opposite principle, that everything is haram unless it is 

certified halal. 

The halal stamp was originally developed based upon the system put in place by the Jewish people to 

distinguish kosher products.

Halal certified products that are not necessarily Islamic are becoming more common these days 

eg: Easter eggs, cat food, baby oil, and women's sanitary products.
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Food companies pay to be certified so that Muslim consumers will buy their product.

Overseas in countries such as Malaysia and Indonesia, which have a majority of Muhammedans, have 

only one certification organisation. In Australia however there are around 24 halal certification 

organisations as at the end of last year. Some halal certification providers are not associated with an 

Australian Islamic organisation and are stand-alone businesses.

The Department of Agriculture maintains a list of examine organisations that have any proof 

arrangement to certify halal meet for export. However, the Commonwealth government regulation 

applies only to meat for export. Much of the export halal slaughtered meet ends up in the Australian 

domestic market, and as such domestic certification do not come under any government regulation. 

Industry insiders estimate that not more than 10% of poultry production is for export, while 80% of 

chicken meat produced in Australia now comes from halal certified abattoirs.

Non-transparency, inconsistencies, bribery, lawsuits and support of various forms of Jihad, seem to 

have surrounded halal certification, since its inception.

The Australian Federation of Islamic Councils (AFIC) is one of the Australian top for halal certifiers (a 

not-for-profit organisation). AFIC coordinates and provides resources for state Islamic councils. In the 

late 1980s, AFIC received more than AUS$100,000 per year from the Gaddafi's Libyan regime. AFIC's 

then leader, Sheikh Hilaly, had ties to Libya. Today Libya is declared a Muslim State with sharia as a 

source of legislation (Jihad Watch, 7 April 2015).

In 2003 AFIC and the Supreme Islamic Council of Halal Meat in Australia were involved in a poisonous 

battle to control the millions of dollars in halal meat trade rights granted by the Saudi King. Also in 

2012 a number of the regularities relating to financial transfers between AFIC and its schools were 

discovered. Issues included the transfer of large sums of money. AFIC's President and Assistant 

Treasurer were both stood down.

The ICCV is the only body in Victoria recognised by the halal authority of the Saudi Arabia and 

government. 
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ICCV has been appointed as the coordinating body for the supervision and certification of halal meat 

and processed food from Australia to Indonesia. In Indonesia there is a monopoly on certification. 

Indonesian writers suggest that to get authorisation one needs to bribe MUI officials: "The MUI Must 

explain where funds from issuing halal certification have gone"1. 

Basic certification has several steps. Application, submission, and processing-the application fee is 

separate to the costs for certification. Certification fees are determined after assessment. Inspection 

is part of certification. Inspectors are to 'encourage consumer trust and confidence in the integrity of 

halal certification processes'. 

They usually occur on an annual basis, for up to 2 hours. Certification is usually valid for 1 to 2 years. 

The certificate and use of the approved logo shows that the food or service is suitable for Muslims. A 

product can be certified, so the consumer could buy halal yoghurts, from a store that also sold non-

halal yoghurt.

Post certification, any changes to processes and ingredients must be advised to the certifying body. 

Accreditation is any fish all recognition of a company suitability for preparing halal goods on their 

premises. The price varies according to the nature of the premises. Though a certified abattoir 

produces halal meat that meat often will not even get labelled as halal when it reaches the market. 

This is extremely under fair on all consumers, non-Muslim and Muslim. It also brings into question 

why bother having halal certified goods in the first place?

The halal certification process varies. This is where uncertainty creeps in. Muslim consumers are 

largely unable to find out exactly what process has been followed in the certification process and what 

standers had been set by the certification provider.2

Halal Australia claims that the fees paid for certification and accreditation are used to maintain the 

costs of running a registered business.

1 Source, “Going the whole hog TEMPO CO Jakarta. 25 Feb 2014
http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:k9xXODrHKCIJ:en.tempo.co/read/news/2014/02/25/080557322
/Going-the-Whole-Hog+&cd=1&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=au 
2 Source: Monash University website: James Wong & Julian Millie (2015), Explainer: What Is Halal, And How Does 
Certification Work? http://monash.edu/news/show/explainer-what-is-halal-and-how-does-certification-work   

http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:k9xXODrHKCIJ:en.tempo.co/read/news/2014/02/25/080557322/Going-the-Whole-Hog+&cd=1&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=au
http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:k9xXODrHKCIJ:en.tempo.co/read/news/2014/02/25/080557322/Going-the-Whole-Hog+&cd=1&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=au
http://monash.edu/news/show/explainer-what-is-halal-and-how-does-certification-work
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Certifiers are obliged by Islamic law to give "Zakat" to Islamic causes. Zakat is a tax and is to be 

distributed among eight categories and amounts to 2.5% of the Moslems well for her year. One of the 

most important of the categories is to those fighting for Allah, people in gauged in Islamic military 

operations for whom no salary is allotted or volunteers for Jihad. 

There is no scholarly consensus that non-Muslims are not among those who are to benefit from Zakat. 

Many consumers query where this money goes. As there are around 24 halal certifiers, given that they 

are not based on 24 different halal schools of thought, suggests that certification might serve other 

agendas.

It has been shown that overseas proceeds from halal sales go to groups tied to terrorism. In France 

60% of halal food is controlled by the Muslim Brotherhood, in America ISNA & Hamas 2007 and in 

Canada 2011 the Muslim association Canada gave to Hamas.3

Some claim that Australia is in directly supporting acts of terror as Australian animal hides in the 

Middle East are collected by militant groups linked with organisations like Al Qaeda, operating under 

the guise of welfare organisations.

Austrak and other Australian government bodies claim they "don't have information" as to where 

halal certification proceeds end up. I suggest this is the way the money trail has been designed to 

obfuscate.

IMPACT ON CONSUMERS 

At the Global Halal Congress 2010, the grand Mufti of Herzegovina, Dr Mustafa Ceric, leader in Europe, 

claimed that "halal can enable Muslims to dominate global economy and conquer the world". It is the 

duty of Moslems to create an Islamic global caliphate, that is, an Islamic Government. 4

Halal food is viewed, by informed non-allowed consumers, as another way sharia law is imposed on 

western societies. The large-scale export halal food market is estimated to be $632 billion annually 

according to the Halal Journal, Malaysia. 

3 Source: Ibtidah website: “The Untraceable Funding From Animal Hides” http://laaltain.com/ibtidah/2013/10/16/the-
untraceable-funding-from-animal-hides-business/ 
4 Source: The Investigative Project “Qaradawi: No Chopping Off of Hands Now…But Later is OK by IPT News, 31 Jan, 2012 
http://www.investigativeproject.org/3418/qaradawi-no-chopping-off-of-hands-nowbut-later-is  

http://laaltain.com/ibtidah/2013/10/16/the-untraceable-funding-from-animal-hides-business/
http://laaltain.com/ibtidah/2013/10/16/the-untraceable-funding-from-animal-hides-business/
http://www.investigativeproject.org/3418/qaradawi-no-chopping-off-of-hands-nowbut-later-is
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In Australia, 97% of the consumer market contributes to an Islamic tax/charity, even if the consumers 

do not require or choose halal. Most milk and bread is halal certified in Australia even though a 

minuscule amount is exported. 

Many ethnic and religious groups will not eat halal products eh Sikhs Will not eat halal slaughtered 

animals or products.

Halal is marketed as pure and healthy. This statement is incorrect. It is misleading and has to be in 

breach of the Trade Practices Act.

Supermarkets, restaurants, schools, councils, hospitals, airlines etc provide halal with and without 

informing clientele.

Many companies pay for certification but do not always label food as halal to the end user. Other 

companies place a halal label inside the packaging, to be seen only after it has been opened. If food is 

not labelled correctly this may contravene the under labelling guidelines act 2010. Clear labelling with 

one symbol on a user pay basis, would allow consumers to make a conscious choice.

Together with a lack of transparency and appropriate labelling from certifiers, how halal certification 

creates a sense of uncertain imposition and exploitation for many in Western society.

In most Muslims states people are not given a choice if they do not want to eat halal. In such countries 

halal certification does not even exist.

CONCLUSION

I ask the Committee to rule that third party halal certification is a money making, religious tax rort on 

Australian citizens, the majority of whom are non-Muslims. I ask the committee to ban its practice. If 

the committee finds that it can exist in Australia, then it be subject to taxation considerations like any 

other business, that there is a major advertising campaign funded by the halal certifiers to explain, 

correctly and truthfully, what halal really means and that all items that are halal have a large stamp 

on the outside of the packaging so that consumers remain informed. I also request the committee to 

investigate discrimination in abattoirs. My preference is for this rort to be declared illegal. Countries 

that have banned halal ritual slaughter of animals are: Luxemburg, Sweden, Norway, Holland and 
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Switzerland. There are only under 4% of Muslims in Australia so why is it being forced upon the 

majority? I do not want halal certification in Australian because: 

 The halal method of killing is brutal, barbaric, cruel and abhorrent. 

 It adds to the cost of food

 It hinders religious freedom 

 It is unnecessary

 Islam promotes gender inequality in that women are oppressed.

 It provides no valued added to the product for around 99% of the Australian population

 Certification is “secret” and not labelled on most products

 There is little information regarding certifiers, fees charged and their financial activities

 There is a definite possibility some certified funds go to fund Islamic terrorism

 It does not appear that certification aids in export at all.

(Name and Address to be withheld). 

14 July 2015
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Senate Standing Committees on Economics
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra, ACT 2600
economics.sen@aph.gov.au

Name & Address withheld on this document only

RE: Third party certification of food.

Dear Committee, (please note I will be submitting the same copy of this submission for my wife who has asked me to submit 
for her as she holds the same view)

My concerns are with the halal certification scheme and it's halal certification representatives and authorities, halal certified 
products and ritually slaughtered halal meat & poultry.

Halal certification in Australia is unregulated and runs rampant and uncontrolled through our domestic consumer market. I 
strongly oppose purchasing halal certified meat, poultry or any products under the certification scheme for the following 
reasons.

I do not want to eat Halal Ritually Slaughtered Meat or its halal bi-products when my religion conflicts in every way with the 
moslem religion. This religion is totally against my own beliefs. It is also becoming harder for our family to make a choice 
anymore with over 70% of poultry sold in Australia being currently halal certified and a large percentage of abattoirs in 
Australia being moslem/halal certified as well. The halal industry is also discriminating against NON halal & NON muslim 
jobseekers by ruling ONLY moslem men can slaughter and transport halal certified meats yet halal certified companies are 
happy to offload their supplies to the NON halal Australian community by stealth in NOT clearly labelling the product sold to 
NON halal consumers. Most abattoirs only label the boxes for transport which we feel is sale by deception to NON halal 
consumers. My choice of available NON halal products has become extremely limited and the balance of NON halal products 
for consumers has dwindled significantly leaving NON halal consumers at a disadvantage compared to the now over 
excessive availability to the smaller percentage of moslem population. This needs to be rectified.

I also do not want to eat the meat rejected at the Post Slaughter inspection that is 'Unfit For Muslim Consumption' This meat 
has still been Ritually Slaughtered and cannot be called Halal according to Sharia Law. At present I believe this ritually 
slaughtered product is being sold UNLABELLED to consumers and deceitfully sold as if it is conventionally slaughtered meat 
to mainstream shoppers. For many reasons I choose to not consume halal slaughtered meat including also that I believe halal 
slaughter (when animal is conscious and distressed),  is less sanitary than conventional Australian slaughter by causing toxins 
(bacteria) to enter the meat. Our family can distinguish halal slaughtered meat by the degraded taste and toughness of the 
meat and the barbaric halal practise of reversible stunning or no stunning at all should be banned in Australia.

Many consumers like myself are waking up to the halal certification scheme which many of us see as a rort. Australian NON 
halal consumers like myself are refusing to support Australian companies who choose to shun their loyal customers in favour 
of  the halal certification scheme anymore. This will eventually be detriment to Australian businesses who choose to only 
appease to the needs of  a small muslim population in Australia. With muslim faith based  halal certification imposed on 
Australian  Owned & made products now our dedication to "Buy Australian" has become nonexistent any more.

A large amount of companies are paying for halal certification and not displaying it on their labels or even on their websites. 
There needs to be a law for these companies to display the halal certified product clearly so that NON halal consumers are not 
forced by stealth to consume halal certified products.  I respectfully ask that the labelling be marked clearly on the front of 
the halal certified and NON halal certified meat, poultry and all other food and household products. This submission should 
also include separation into their own respective areas/aisles in shops and supermarkets so that NON HALAL 
consumers, like myself, can make an informed choice on which product  they choose to purchase more readily.

 Australian Government needs to ensure transparency of all organisations and Institutions within Australia regardless of 
religious and economic standings. I have also been made aware that the collection of fees for halal certification has become 
big profit and in Australia. I believe that because it is claimed to be a religious non-taxable profit and a charity based scheme, 
the money benefits ONLY the Islamic population. There are over 30  known Halal certification organisations operating in 
Australia  with the four biggest certifiers (classed as not-for-profit enterprises) these being the Australian Federation of Islamic 
Councils (AFIC), the Halal Certification Authority Australia (HCAA), the Supreme Islamic Council of Halal Meat in Australia 
(SICHMA) and the Islamic Co-ordinating Council of Victoria (ICCV). A number of businesses also provide Halal certification 
services. I have seen a halal certifier named Mohammed El Mouelhy publicly goad  NON halal Australian consumers by 
stating to the Australian NON halal consumers "eat halal or starve" and also "Water is done,Petrol is done, What is next...me 
think electricity"  These statements lead me to believe halal certifiers are blindly milking unnecessary funds out of the  halal 
certification scheme with approval from our Government. I deplore the idea that any of my money aids this person or the halal 
certification money making scheme in any way whatsoever. I see this halal certification scheme as simply a money extortion 
racket cloaked in a veil of religion.



Please see some of the many screen captures confirming the above statements by Mr El Mouelhy from Halal Certification 
Authority. As a NON halal Australian consumer these public statements are offensive toward me and other consumers who 
choose to not purchase halal certified products.

How would you feel as an Australian NON halal consumer seeing comments like this knowing large companies are supporting 
this halal certification scheme representative peddler? I refuse to succumb to this UN Australian certification money making 
scheme and the certifiers like this certifier should be stopped or their business transactions and donations made completely 
transparent.              
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Senate Standing Committees on Economics
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra, ACT 2600
economics.sen@aph.gov.au

Name & Address withheld on this document only

RE: Third party certification of food.

Dear Committee, 

My concerns are with the halal certification scheme and it's halal certification representatives and authorities, halal certified products and 
ritually slaughtered halal meat & poultry.

Halal certification in Australia is unregulated and runs rampant and uncontrolled through our domestic consumer market. I strongly oppose 
purchasing halal certified meat, poultry or any products under the certification scheme for the following reasons.

I do not want to eat Halal Ritually Slaughtered Meat or its halal bi-products when my religion conflicts in every way with the moslem religion. 
This religion is totally against my own beliefs. It is also becoming harder for our family to make a choice anymore with over 70% of poultry 
sold in Australia being currently halal certified and a large percentage of abattoirs in Australia being moslem/halal certified as well. The halal 
industry is also discriminating against NON halal & NON muslim jobseekers by ruling ONLY moslem men can slaughter and transport halal 
certified meats yet halal certified companies are happy to offload their supplies to the NON halal Australian community by stealth in NOT 
clearly labelling the product sold to NON halal consumers. Most abattoirs only label the boxes for transport which we feel is sale by 
deception to NON halal consumers. My choice of available NON halal products has become extremely limited and the balance of NON halal 
products for consumers has dwindled significantly leaving NON halal consumers at a disadvantage compared to the now over excessive 
availability to the smaller percentage of moslem population. This needs to be rectified.

I also do not want to eat the meat rejected at the Post Slaughter inspection that is 'Unfit For Muslim Consumption' This meat has still been 
Ritually Slaughtered and cannot be called Halal according to Sharia Law. At present I believe this ritually slaughtered product is being sold 
UNLABELLED to consumers and deceitfully sold as if it is conventionally slaughtered meat to mainstream shoppers. For many reasons I 
choose to not consume halal slaughtered meat including also that I believe halal slaughter (when animal is conscious and distressed),  is 
less sanitary than conventional Australian slaughter by causing toxins (bacteria) to enter the meat. Our family can distinguish halal 
slaughtered meat by the degraded taste and toughness of the meat and the barbaric halal practise of reversible stunning or no stunning at 
all should be banned in Australia.

Many consumers like myself are waking up to the halal certification scheme which many of us see as a rort. Australian NON halal 
consumers like myself are refusing to support Australian companies who choose to shun their loyal customers in favour of  the halal 
certification scheme anymore. This will eventually be detriment to Australian businesses who choose to only appease to the needs of  a 
small muslim population in Australia. With muslim faith based  halal certification imposed on Australian  Owned & made products now our 
dedication to "Buy Australian" has become nonexistent any more.

A large amount of companies are paying for halal certification and not displaying it on their labels or even on their websites. There needs to 
be a law for these companies to display the halal certified product clearly so that NON halal consumers are not forced by stealth to consume 
halal certified products.  I respectfully ask that the labelling be marked clearly on the front of the halal certified and NON halal certified 
meat, poultry and all other food and household products. This submission should also include separation into their own respective 
areas/aisles in shops and supermarkets so that NON HALAL consumers, like myself, can make an informed choice on which product  
they choose to purchase more readily.

 Australian Government needs to ensure transparency of all organisations and Institutions within Australia regardless of religious and 
economic standings. I have also been made aware that the collection of fees for halal certification has become big profit and in Australia. I 
believe that because it is claimed to be a religious non-taxable profit and a charity based scheme, the money benefits ONLY the Islamic 
population. There are over 30  known Halal certification organisations operating in Australia  with the four biggest certifiers (classed as not-
for-profit enterprises) these being the Australian Federation of Islamic Councils (AFIC), the Halal Certification Authority Australia (HCAA), the 
Supreme Islamic Council of Halal Meat in Australia (SICHMA) and the Islamic Co-ordinating Council of Victoria (ICCV). A number of 
businesses also provide Halal certification services. I have seen a halal certifier publicly goad  NON halal Australian consumers by stating to 
the Australian NON halal consumers "eat halal or starve" and also "Water is done,Petrol is done, What is next...me think electricity"  These 
statements lead me to believe halal certifiers are milking unnecessary trumped up certifications to extract more fees/ funds out of the  halal 
certification scheme with approval from our Government by claiming religious status. I deplore the idea that any of my money aids this 
person or the halal certification money making scheme in any way whatsoever. I see this halal certification scheme as simply a money 
extortion racket cloaked in a veil of religion.
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The Third party certification of food

Islam has deceivingly introduced Sharia law (halal tax) on to the world and into our Australian 
society. Halal food which is prepared, prayed on, transported, slaughtered, etc according to Sharia 
law is overwhelmingly increasing and most of our food (1000's of products and brands), which 
carries the halal tax, is now even being deceivingly unlabelled as such.

Halal food quantities should only cater for the 3-4% of Muslim Australians and must not be imposed 
on the entire Australian community.

Halal certification is a multi-billion global industry and there is legitimate concerns that the profit 
made only benefits the Islamic communities and not all consumers whom pay the tax.

It is crucial that regulation of the halal industry comes into effect for the preservation of our 
Australian culture and heritage.
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                                                                                                                                                     14th July 2015

Submission to Australian Government to protest against  and call for investigation of fraudulent establishment 
and implementation of halaal certification, and to prosecute the perpetrators and stop and ban halaal 
certification in Australia.

I strongly object to halaal certification being permitted in Australia.

I request the appropriate Australian authorities and agencies investigate those who are instrumental in the 
establishment and implementation of halaal certification business, due to the fact that it is a fraud, based on 
deliberate deception, on Australian people, government agencies, regulators, producers and manufacturers.

According to Quran, it is clear that there is absolutely no requirement or necessity for halaal certification of food 
products in Australia or anywhere else.

Please go to this link and read for yourself.

http://www.quran-islam.org/articles/halal_meat_(P1156).html

Here is proof, as found in Quran, that halaal certification is a fraud based on deliberate deception.

Here is the English translation, from a sahih source of Quranic translations(“sahih” means it's an authentic 
translation)
Quran 5:5
Sahih International
"This day [all] good foods have been made lawful, and the food of those who were given the Scripture is lawful for 
you and your food is lawful for them. And [lawful in marriage are] chaste women from among the believers and 
chaste women from among those who were given the Scripture before you, when you have given them their due 
compensation, desiring chastity, not unlawful sexual intercourse or taking [secret] lovers. And whoever denies the 
faith - his work has become worthless, and he, in the Hereafter, will be among the losers."
http://quran.com/5/5

Michael Norris.

http://www.quran-islam.org/articles/halal_meat_(P1156).html
http://quran.com/5/5
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The Chairman of the Third party certification inquiry

HALAL CERTIFICATION

I wish to put forward my objections to halal certification. Halal 
certification in Australia has taken away my rights to choose. This 
so called 'religious' certification is foisted upon the general 
public of this country often without their knowledge and increases 
the cost of almost everything we put into our shopping trolleys.
If the certification is to inform Muslims of what they can or can't 
eat, why are so many products not marked as such.

I as a Christian am opposed to being forced to buy products that are 
halal certified. These certificates are often gained at exorbitant 
cost to the businesses producing and handling the  products and 
those fees are going to support Muslim only works within Australia 
such as Mosques, muslim schools and promoting the Ideology of Islam 
and to who knows where else in the world.
Simple research will show that none of this certification is needed 
especially in its present form. Even some muslims have a problem 
with it.  http://concit.org/halal-is-a-rort-says-imam-and-here-is-
why/

It is beyond a joke when tampons, makeup, pet food, babies nappies 
and many non consumables are being certified and we, the over 90% of 
the Australian public are having to pay for it. Businesses are being 
duped by these self proclaimed certifiers into paying tens of 
thousands of dollars and more every year for a 'supposedly' 
religious need of just over 2% of the population.

The argument that this is a necessity just doesn't hold water. It is 
nothing like the Gluten free symbol that some foods show. Coeliac 
disease can be a life threatening situation and as such foods need 
to be labelled as such for the safety of the consumer.

I am also against the inhumane slaughter of the reversible stun 
being used in Halal certified slaughter houses. This is Australia in 
the 21st century and for us to allow such cruel practises in this 
country is an indictment upon all of us. Not only have we gone 
backwards in our treatment of animals but many Aussie slaughter men 
have lost their jobs as Muslim only slaughter men have replaced 
them. It is an abomination that I can not source Non Halal 
slaughtered meat or chicken in our butcher shops or supermarkets. My 
right to choose has been taken from me.

This religious certification imposed on all of us violates section 
116 of our constitution, a document you have all been elected to 
uphold. I do not wish to support the Ideology of Islam at all but 
the way this certification scheme is set up I have no choice.

It is my wish that you remove this insidious halal certification in 
its present form from all consumables within Australia. If halal 



certification is to remain it should be regulated by one body, all 
fees seriously limited and monies accounted for, all products marked 
so we, the Australian consumers can decide whether to support Islam 
or not.
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Halal food quantities should only cater for the 3-4% of Muslim Australians and 
must not be imposed on the entire Australian community. Halal certification is a 
multi billion global industry and there is legitimate concerns that the profit made 
only benefits the Islamic communities and not all consumers whom pay the tax.

This is crucial to the preservation of our Australian culture and heritage.



These numbers are a few years old! (Now (2015) in Australia is already 2.2% of Muslims). Please stop 
Islamisation of our Country! Halah certification is the first step. 

As long as the Muslim population remains under 2% in any given country, they will, for the most part, 
be regarded as a peace-loving minority, and not as a threat to other citizens. This is the case in: 

United States -- 0.6% Muslim Australia -- 1.5% Muslim Canada -- 1.9% Muslim China -- 1.8% 
Muslim Italy -- 1.5% Muslim Norway -- 1.8% Muslim 

At 2% to 5%, they begin to proselytize to other ethnic minorities and disaffected groups, often with 
major recruiting from prisons and street gangs. 

This is happening in: 

Denmark -- 2% Muslim Germany -- 3.7% Muslim United Kingdom -- 2.7% Muslim Spain -- 4% 
Muslim Thailand -- 4.6% Muslim 

From 5% on, they exercise an inordinate influence in proportion to their percentage of the population. 
For example, they will push for the introduction of halal (clean by Islamic standards) food, thereby 
securing food preparation jobs for Muslims. They will increase pressure on supermarket chains to 
feature halal on their shelves -- along with threats for failure to comply.  

This is occurring in: 

France -- 8% Muslim Philippines -- 5% Muslim Sweden -- 5% Muslim Switzerland -- 4.3% 
Muslim The Netherlands -- 5.5% Muslim Trinidad & Tobago -- 5.8% Muslim 

At this point, they will work to get the ruling government to allow them to rule themselves (within their 
ghettos) under Shari'ah, the Islamic Law. The ultimate goal of Islamists is to establish Shari'ah law 
over the entire world.When Muslims approach 10% of the population, they tend to increase lawlessness 
as a means of complaint about their conditions. In Paris, we are already seeing car-burning. Any non-
Muslim action offends Islam, and results in uprisings and threats, such as in Amsterdam , with 
opposition to Mohammed cartoons and films about Islam. 

Such tensions are seen daily, particularly in Muslim sections, in:Guyana -- 10% Muslim India -- 13.4% 
Muslim Israel -- 16% Muslim Kenya -- 10% Muslim Russia -- 15% Muslim 

After reaching 20%, nations can expect hair-trigger rioting, jihad militia formations, sporadic killings, 
and the burning of Christian churches and Jewish synagogues, as in:Ethiopia -- 32.8% Muslim 

At 40%, nations experience widespread massacres, chronic terror attacks, and ongoing militia warfare, 
as in: 

Bosnia -- 40% Muslim Chad -- 53.1% Muslim Lebanon -- 59.7% Muslim 

From 60%, nations experience unfettered persecution of non-believers of all other religions (including 
non-conforming Muslims), sporadic ethnic cleansing (genocide), use of Shariah Law as a weapon, and 
jizya, the tax placed on infidels (yes, there really is such a thing) as in: 

Albania -- 70% Muslim Malaysia -- 60.4% Muslim Qatar -- 77.5% MuslimSudan -- 70% Muslim 

After 80%, expect daily intimidation and violent jihad, some state-run ethnic cleansing, and even some 
genocide, as these nations drive out the infidels, and move toward 100% Muslim, as has been 
experienced and in some ways is on-going in: 



Bangladesh -- 83% Muslim Egypt -- 90% Muslim Gaza -- 98.7% Muslim Indonesia -- 86.1% 
Muslim Iran -- 98% Muslim Iraq -- 97% Muslim Jordan -- 92% Muslim Morocco -- 98.7% 
Muslim Pakistan -- 97% Muslim Palestine -- 99% Muslim Syria -- 90% Muslim Tajikistan -- 90% 
Muslim Turkey -- 99.8% Muslim United Arab Emirates -- 96% Muslim 

100% will usher in the peace of 'Dar-es-Salaam' -- the Islamic House of Peace. Here, there's supposed 
to be peace, because everybody is a Muslim, the madrassas are the only schools, and the Koran is the 
only word, as in:Afghanistan -- 100% Muslim Saudi Arabia -- 100% Muslim Somalia -- 100% 
Muslim Yemen -- 100% Muslim 

Unfortunately, peace is never achieved, as in these 100% states, the most radical Muslims intimidate, 
spew hatred, and satisfy their blood lust by killing less radical Muslims for a variety of reasons. 

QUOTE: 

Today's 1.7 billion Muslims make up 25% of the world's population. But their birth rates dwarf the 
birth rates of Christians, Hindus, Buddhists, Jews, and all other groups. Muslims will exceed 50% of 
the world's population by the end of this century. 

	  



ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 633

Submission Details: Name Withheld





To the Economic References Committee

Re: Third Party Certification of Food 

I am writing to you regarding my concerns for the above, in particular that 
surrounding the Halal certification of everyday foods. 

Firstly, all any Muslim (or anyone for that matter) needs to do in order to 
ascertain whether a food is “Halal” or not is simply to look at the ingredients 
on the packet. There is no need, particularly for foods of non-animal origin to 
be given a Halal certification. 

Secondly, with regards to the Islamic organisation that is in charge of the 
certification, do they pay taxes on their earnings and where does their earnings 
go – is it back into the Muslim community only, eg in building of Mosques?

For many years, both Jews and Muslims have lived happily in Australia, long 
before this “Halal” certification was put in place. Jews created their own 
groceries sold in specialised shops to cater to their religious needs. Muslims 
may have done the same or simply have ascertained their foods were Halal in 
another way, such as consulting the ingredients list I mentioned earlier. 

This was done in a way that did not infringe on the shopping habits of people 
of other religions, and worked well for many years. Forcing non-Muslims to 
unwittingly pay the Halal tax, and unknowingly pay the expenses of another 
religion is highly unethical, particularly when there is little other choice, cheese 
being a prime example. Like many others, my shopping has become more 
complicated due to my having to spend extra time trying to find non-Halal 
products. Many of the products I used to buy I’ve had to forego for this reason. 

Apart from concerns of funding another religion, I am against the cruel nature 
of Halal slaughter, and worry that any meat I purchase was killed in this 
manner.  Australia has laws in place to ensure that all animals are stunned 
before being killed, and Halal slaughter prohibits this, greatly increasing the 
agony of the animal concerned. It is vitally important I know my meat is NOT 
Halal. 

If this religion is allowed to enforce unnecessary certification upon the majority 
non-Muslim public, then it sets a precedent that many others can follow. 
Imagine if every religion decided to jump on the bandwagon and create their 



own certification process, to its own financial benefit, rather giving back to the 
public at large?

Suggested Improvements: 

 All third-party certification processing be conducted by an independent, 
government funded body. 

 All Halal certified companies to clearly display the Halal labelling on their 
foods. 

 Each company that seeks to be Halal certified should create a Halal 
foods range, and a non-Halal food range. The Halal foods alone should 
incur the costs of certification. 

 Food that are Halal certified could be available in a specialised section in 
supermarkets, as is the “health food” section, for easier shopping for 
both Muslims and non-Muslims. 

 Companies should only have to pay a Halal fee once. They should only 
legally be made to pay it again if their list of ingredients change.  

The Halal Certification is a scam. At a fairwell lunch, two Muslim women asked 
if my dish that I had brought was vegetarian. I assured them it was. They didn’t 
need an Islamic Council to tell them it was Halal to eat – they just needed to 
know the ingredients, and they happily ate the dish! This perfectly illustrates 
how unnecessary Halal certification is. 

I believe enforcing Halal foods on a non-Muslim public should cease 
immediately. It is already causing widespread suspicion and resentment, and 
could impede on cross cultural relations. A tighter regulation on the Certifying 
Body and a clearer, easier range of non-Halal foods for non- Muslims can 
benefit everyone concerned. 

Thank you in reading my submission. 
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To Whom It May Concern,  

 

As an Australian & a Practicing Christian,  I would like to make informed choices about what 

I buy. In March, this year, I became aware that Halal Certification was on products without 

being labelled. I do not want or wish to support any brand/company that wish to support/pay 

an Islamic Religious tax to have their product halal certified. I do not want to fund any 

special religious rituals or political campaigns to increase the presence of Sharia Law in 

Australia. I want Freedom of Choice in Australia & at present I feel this is being taken away 

with Companies deceiving us with not labelling their products.  Australian companies are 

telling us they are not passing on their Halal Certification fee on to consumers, how can this 

not be passed onto the consumer?  

 

All products should be clearly identify, those that are subject to halal certification which at 

present they aren't.  

 

I do not wish to support any brand that pays an Islamic religious tax to have their product 

halal certified. Less than 2.4% of the population here in Australia is Muslim and Companies 

seem to be happy to accommodate for them and expect us all to follow.  I also find Ritual 

Slaughtering is inhumane & inappropriate in all cases.  

 

As an Australian being brought up on many of the well known products, I am making the 

choice for my family to NOT buying Halal Certified products and to also informing friends 

of what Halal Certified means for the reasons outlined above.  

I would love to support Australian Made & Owned Companies however I am now choosing 

to support NON-HALAL Companies First.    

Thank you for your time.  
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RE: Third Party Certification

To whom this may concern,

I became a vegetarian nearly ten years ago, on the day I found out about halal slaughter. Apart from 
halal I have no ethical problem with the consumption of animals and I have found the widespread 
adoption of this inhumane practice extremely disturbing. 

I have also been disturbed by this country’s willingness to live export to places where halal is 
observed and animal welfare is non-existent. My understanding of the meat industry is that a 
dressed animal is worth considerably more than an animal ‘on the hoof’. Why are we so willing to 
put our animals through greater suffering, for less money? 

I have no interest in supporting Islam, a political regime that offends me to my core. Forcing me to 
pay an additional ‘Islam tax’ on my food is unethical and against my human rights. In my mind it is 
the equivalent of having Jews fund the Nazi party.

From what I’ve read, a Muslim need only pray over his/her food for it to be halal, making 
certification an insidious con, perpetrated by evil scum to the detriment of our foolish ‘live and let 
live’ society.

Please end halal certification in Australia and ensure that the food industry is in line with what the 
majority of consumers actually want, not what is forced on us against our will and beliefs.

Thank you
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Third party certification of food. 
I wish to withhold my name from this submission. 
I would like to submit a few concerns to the inquiry. 
 I object to paying an Islamic tax on just about every product on the supermarket shelves, as 
well as butchers and other stores, etc. I do not wish to support a Muslim religion by 
purchasing these certified products. If Muslims want things certified, then they should have 
to pay for it, not companies, than consumers. This wasn't a problem in past, when 
certification wasn't in place. For Muslims most things are naturally halal and if unsure, 
saying Bismillah before eating makes it acceptable to eat. Why are things like plastic ware, 
water, milk, honey, bread, pet food, tampons, and many other items certified? These things 
don't need to be. I can see why most people consider this “a money making scheme”, 
certification of these items is unnecessary. I don't want to support an Islamic religion or 
have a religious act pushed onto me by paying this tax, where we have no idea where the 
money is going too? Where is the transparency?  
 
All products that are certified should be clearly labelled as such, so we as consumers can 
make an informed decision whether or not to purchase such items. I find it so dishonest that 
we the majority, are being mislead and forced into purchasing these items, giving us less 
 less choices in what we can purchase. And in our own country if products are not clearly 
labelled as halal, how do Muslims know what IS halal? My answer, just about everything is 
halal with just a few exceptions, so these products don't need to be certified in the first 
place. Can you give me the answer why all these already halal items need to be certified? 
 
Being the majority, why are our choices and wants being ignored in favour of the minority? 
Why can an Islamic religion dictate and dominate companies and consumers by having them 
pay a tax for their benefit alone. This is Australia isn’t it? Secondly I object to the cruel way 
animals are slaughtered using the halal method of conscious kill or reverse stunning. This 
was not allowed in Indonesia, with the government stepping in, so why is it allowed in our 
own country. I would also like to know what percentage of our meat actually ends up being 
purchased by Muslim consumers, both export and domestically. Does the amount of 
abattoirs and Muslim only, male only slaughterers reflect this figure? Please investigate 
whether or not Non Muslim abattoir workers have lost employment because the abattoir 
they worked for became halal certified. I have heard this is happening. 
 
What sort of protection is there for Non Muslim and female abattoir workers? 
70% of Australian chickens are slaughtered halal, yet 3% of our population is Muslim. Only 
5% of these are exported, mostly to Non Muslim countries. If Muslim only and male only 
slaughterers can be employed by these chicken processors and abattoirs, isn't there a 
chance of discrimination against Non Muslims and females wanting to work there? 
A great deal of Australian meat is halal slaughtered with fees paid for certificates and 
Muslim males being the only slaughterers being employed and yet the meat is not shown in 
the supermarkets as halal, why the discrepancy? Consumers are very upset about a religious 
requirement being force onto them, and object to the Muslim religion earning trillions of 
dollars through this halal certification racket to help with their cause to dominate the 
western world and bring Sharia Law to Australia. 
I would like government to really consider consumers concerns and ban halal certification 
fees. Our constitution gives us freedom of choice, a free Australia, but the minority have 
taken that choice away from us. I urge you to fix this problem before more issues arise. 
Thank you for the chance to submit my concerns. 
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As an Australian consumer I am frustrated and concerned by the practice of halal certification 
in this country.

I do not wish to support any brand that pays an Islamic religious tax to have their product 
halal certified. Less than 2% of this population is Muslim and I do not want to fund special 
religious rituals or political campaigns to increase the presence of Sharia Law in Australia. I 
am also concerned about possible animal cruelty in the halal slaughter process. The Koran 
does not stipulate anywhere that a product must undergo certification for it to be halal. 

Despite this many companies are paying for halal certification and not displaying it on their 
labels or even on their websites. Sometimes it is even difficult to get such information when 
calling the company directly. What can be done about making it law to display halal 
certification on labels so consumers can make informed choices about the products they buy?

Thanks,



ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 638

Submission Details: Name Withheld





Third party certification of food

In addition to my concerns I am hopeful that the inquiry into Third Party Certification of Food will 
address topics such as.  Is the introduction of halal certification tax, religious food charge, or Islamic 
Zakat contrary to Australia’s constitution? I trust that the inquiry will reveal any truths pertaining to 
accusations that halal certification proceeds could be funding terrorism organisations.

The celebrated torture of animals in a primitive ritual and the certification of same is not aligned 
with my personal values or in my opinion the religious and secular views of the majority who live in 
this country which is a supposedly a civilised modern multicultural society. The majority of 
Australians are not of the Islamic faith and therefore should not have to endure eating products or 
by-products or having to boycott foods such as gelatines and meats that have been derived from the 
miserable treatment of animals that have been cruelly slaughtered using 16th century slaughter 
techniques.

Halal certification is contrary to Australia’s “user pay” society where the beneficiary pays the full cost 
of the goods that they consume, such as it is with the banking and utility industries. In the case of 
halal certification, the 98% of non-Muslim Australians are not the beneficiaries, yet the imposition of 
halal certification and the cost of halal certification is more than likely passed on to the end user.

As a secular consumer I feel that I am being discriminated against by major manufacturers who are 
deliberately misinforming me by using deceptive and inadequate labelling of goods and services 
making it impossible for me to make informed decisions and product choices that are consistent 
with my personal values pertaining to religious, animal welfare and freedom of choice. Additionally I 
do not appreciate partaking in any form of sharia law or directly or indirectly funding a religious 
entity through my everyday product purchases whose value system is not congruent with that of my 
own.   
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Submission to the Standing Committee

In regards to the widespread halal certification of food and drink, my submissions are as follows:

 Halal (“permissible”) certification applied widely to food products is a scam.  Food and drink does 
not need to be religiously certified to be consumed by devout muslims, rather, it must simply not 
include certain ingredients (pork, alcohol).  Manufacturers can take their own steps if they so 
choose, to avoid these ingredients in making their products.  They do not need an islamic third party 
organisation to do so.  

 Halal certifiers are making money providing a certification service which is largely a nonsense from 
a religious perspective, as certification is being applied to food and drink which does not require any 
certification in the Koran.  Consumers (both muslim and non-muslim) are paying the price for these 
fraudulent certification costs.  Even in the event that impermissible ingredients are consumed, 
accidental consumption is specifically exonerated in the Koran (16:115 and 4:17).

 Halal certification is often not labelled on food and drink products, as certification is obtained by a 
brand, an place of manufacturing or a supply chain.  For instance, many fast food and restaurant 
chains serve halal certified products, but do not disclose this or label their products accordingly 
(such as Subways, KFC, Oporto, Nandos).  Major manufacturers also do not disclose their 
certification to consumers (such as Cadburys, Masterfoods, Kraft, Yoplait, Coles bakery, dairy and 
chicken, Woolworths bakery, dairy and chicken).  It is nigh impossible for non-muslims to exercise 
their rights as consumers to avoid halal foods as this information is not labelled (other than through 
extensive private research).  

 Halal certification is argued as economically necessary for export to muslim countries, but for many 
halal products (particularly meat, dairy and baked goods) exports to muslim countries only account 
for a small percentage of their sales, the rest being either domestic sales (which are going to be 
around 96% non-muslim) or export sales to non-muslim countries.

 As a non-muslim and an atheist I should be able to exercise freedom of religion (including having no 
religion or atheism) (Article 18 Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and by implication under 
s.116 of the Australian Constitution).  Being forced to consume food and drink consecrated to a 
religion to which I do not belong, and being forced to support (through the fees that certifiers charge 
which must be spent on islamic causes) the promotion of islam is a violation of my right to freedom 
of religious conscience.

 Some halal certifiers which are religious organisations do not charge the actual costs of the service 
performed, but charge to make a significant profit, yet are claiming to be charitable organisations for 
tax purposes.  In respect of the certification business, those organisations should be taxed at the 
appropriate rate for the size of their business.

 Halal certification proceeds are meant to be put towards islamic causes, however there is no 
auditing of the islamic charities and causes to which this money is directed.  I understand that in the 
US and Canada, halal certifiers have been exposed giving money to islamic causes and charitable 
organisations which are fronts for islamic terrorism and extremism.  There is no evidence of this in 
Australia, because no investigations by authorities has ever been undertaken nor are there any 
adequate probity requirements on halal certifiers or islamic charities.  Therefore I would keep an 
open mind as to whether this is or is not a problem in Australia, but it should be investigated and 
probity/audit standards for certifiers and charities (of all religions) made rigorous.

       Given the above points, I would like to see the following occur to address widespread halal 
certification:

 Suppliers of halal products and large-scale retailers (such as supermarkets) must be required to 
provide a non-halal alternative product, to preserve freedom of choice for non-muslim consumers.

 Suppliers of halal products or ingredients should be empowered to certify or label their products as 
halal without requiring an islamic third party certifier.



 Where ingredients, place of manufacture, the supply chain or the product itself is halal certified, 
halal certification should be made mandatory at the product level, to inform muslim and non-muslim 
consumers.

 Halal certifiers and islamic charities should have rigorous probity and auditing standards for the 
proceeds of halal certification, to ensure that proceeds are spent on genuinely charitable causes 
and not going to fronts for islamic terrorism or extremism.

 Authorities should conduct an investigation of the halal certification industry and islamic charities in 
Australia to establish whether or not proceeds of halal certification are going to genuine islamic 
charitable causes.

I would also state that all of the above should apply to kosher certification (however I have never 
even seen a kosher product, so I question to what extent kosher certification is an issue). In relation 
to other third party certification, such as organic, genetically-modified food and general food safety 
certification schemes, I would like to see large-scale retailers (such as supermarkets) be required to 
provide an alternative product, to preserve freedom of choice for consumers.

 Drew Koppe
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Federal  Parliamentary Inquiry Into Food Certification

I am pleased that an inquiry into food certification is being conducted.

There are many aspects of Halal Certification that are alarming;

 Many products that are halal certified do not have or have removed halal symbols.
 Many food suppliers refuse to confirm or deny  that their products are halal.
 Many of these companies have removed reference to halal from their websites.
 Some Supermarkets clearly display kosher certified foods often in a separate section or aisle, 

but make no attempt to display halal products.
 There are many products that are halal certified then there is no need for it, eg fresh  fruit 

and vegetable products, and unbelievably some pet foods.
 The vast majority of the 97 – 98% of non muslims in this country are unaware that up to 80% 

of the products they purchase at Supermarkets are halal, and therefore they are 
unknowingly paying a religious tax almost every  time they visit a Supermarket.

 It is reported that approximately 3 trillion dollars is collected world wide from halal 
certification each year, and no one seems to know where it goes.

Halal certification is part of Sharia law, and therefore should not be permitted in our Nation.



ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 641

Submission Details: Mrs Elspeth Marshall





Re:  SENATE INQUIRY INTO FOOD CERTIFICATION SCHEMES 

 

Dear Senators 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to make a submission on this subject and, in 

particular, the halal certification scheme in Australia. 

 

 I feel that halal certification in Australia is unnecessary for a number of 

reasons, with the two main ones being: (1) Muslims are a minority in 

Australia and imposing this regimen on the general population is not 

necessary and creates a hidden financial impost to the non-Muslim 

populace; and (2) nearly all food is naturally halal, with observant Muslims 

being able to make food of unknown origin halal acceptable by 

pronouncing ‘bismillah’ over their meal. 

 Current labelling of halal foods is neither sufficient nor satisfactory to allow 

a consumer to make an informed choice of whether they want to support 

this system or not.  By way of a comparison, if you are looking for a 

product that is “heart healthy” it is easy to find the “tick” 

 on a product delineating that a product has been approved in this manner.  

At the other end of the extreme, it is often difficult to find evidence of halal 

certification on products, in spite of certain companies being known to 

have conceded to this pressure for (unnecessary) certification. 

 No other religious group imposes such a ‘tax’ for certification. 

 Other cultural groups (such as Indian, Italian, African) have their own shops 

to cater for their specific needs, including halal requirements.  Muslims can 

do their halal shopping at these type of specialised stores, and the rest of 

Australia can continue to have products that are not halal taxed, which we 

do not appreciate paying for through an increase in the price of the 

product to the consumer.  

 

I believe that the requirement for halal certification should be stopped 

immediately within the general framework of food suppliers within Australia.  The 

Muslim population can fund their own requirements within their own specialty 

stores. 

 

If, however, the decision is made to continue permitting halal certification, with 

funds coming out of the ordinary Australians’ pockets and into unknown Muslim 

ends, then products should be VERY CLEARLY marked so that non-Muslim 

consumers can make an informed choice to avoid being involved in this religious 

extortion. 

 

 

Elspeth Marshall 
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Dear Committee members, I wish to make my views known to this enquiry.

All certifications of products need to be clearly labelled so that people can make an informed 
choice to either support that organisation or not to support it by buying the product or avoiding 
buying it.

Religious certification needs to be clearly labelled because people of other religions might not 
be able to consume it for religious reasons. As a Christian myself I do not want to fund any other 
religious organisation by purchasing products certified by any religious organisation other than a 
Christian organisation.

All meat must be clearly labelled if it is slaughtered in a religious way (with prayer to a deity), it 
is forbidden for many people of other faiths to eat sacrificed food, including myself as a 
Christian (1 Corinthians 10;28) being aware of the extent of religiously slaughtered meat 
available to consumers in Australia.

Yours sincerly 

Douglas John Askin

People need to be able to make an informed choice when buying products if they do not want 
to buy products certified by a religious organisation that they don't follow. Some religious 
people can not eat Halal for instance, we have religious freedom in Australia but we are being 
forced to buy food certified as Halal because there is little alterative and not always clearly 
labelled.

all meat products need to be clearly labelled as to any religious certification.
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Thank you for the opportunity to put forward my concerns regarding food certification.  I am concerned 

about GMO foods and their effect on us, however I’m sure others with more information will be 

submitting on this issue. 

I am particularly concerned about halal certification. Kosher food is also certified in Australia, however 

this is not a concern mainly because not all foods are kosher certified and the money paid by 

organisations to produce kosher foods – mainly meat – is truly non-profit and the fee is only used to 

cover the costs involved for an inspector to inspect the plant. In many suburbs in Australia there are 

kosher butchers at which anyone requiring kosher meat may purchase their supplies. Not all 

supermarkets stock kosher foods and those that do have the food in a designated place as they do with 

international foods for other nationalities, thus giving the purchaser a choice of whether they purchase 

kosher foods or not.  

Unfortunately none of the above applies to halal foods.  It is not necessary for halal certified products to 

even display the halal logo and so I cannot tell whether I am purchasing halal certified foods or not, apart 

from contacting the supplier which has proved time consuming and costly. I have stopped buying many 

Australian products due to the reasons I have listed below, and this obviously disadvantages Australian 

businesses. 

1. Halal certification is a fee that is being paid by (dare I say imposed on) nearly all products in 

Australia, from foodstuffs including such things as milk and fruit to toilet paper, make up and 

toothpaste!  It also spreads to transport, plastics … the list is almost unending. It is certainly a profit 

making venture as at least one of the certifiers has publically voiced the fact that it has made him 

rich and it pays for his wife’s shoes (presumably it is only one wife as it was not obvious by his 

broadcast and polygamy is illegal in Australia)!  This does not support the fact that the certifiers 

claim it is a non-profit fee, and would also indicate a huge loss of income for the government in the 

way of income tax.  This profitability is one area that needs very close investigation.  

 

2. Another point I wish to make in this submission is the unnecessary certification of a whole range of 

foodstuffs and this is totally against the teachings of the Quran.   

The Quran states: "He only prohibits for you the eating of animals that die of themselves (without 

human interference), blood, the meat of pigs, and animals dedicated to other than God. If one is 

forced (to eat these), without being malicious or deliberate, he incurs no sin. God is Forgiver, Most 

Merciful." 2:173 

 

In fact Imams and Muslims publically state this. The following was written by Imam Habib Bewley in 

2012 at Khutba (the primary formal occasion for public preaching in the Islamic tradition): 

“And from humble beginnings, the halal stamp or halal certificate has become big, big 

business and developed into its own industry, an industry that according to the 

International Market Bureau of Canada, is worth over $560-billion every year 

The first of those is that everything is halal until there is some definite proof that it is 

haram, as is indicated by Allah’s Words, “It is He who created for you, everything that is 

on the earth.” Everything on the earth is for us to make use of, is halal, except for what 

Allah and His Messenger tell us is haram. 

You who have iman! do not make haram the good things Allah has made halal for you. 

“Today all good things have been made halal for you - the food of those given the Book is 

halal for you...” 

Absolutely all their sacrifices may be eaten except for what they sacrifice for their 

religious holidays or sacrifice to their idols.” And he narrates that Imam ash-Shafi'i went 



one step further, saying,     “Their sacrifices may even be eaten when a name other than 

that of Allah's is mentioned over them.” So, all of their food is halal for us, except for 

what Allah has expressly forbidden us such as pigs, blood, and animals which have died 

on their own or been strangled or killed by a blunt instrument 

And it is their duty to freely transmit that knowledge to the rest of us, not to withhold it 

and sell it to the highest bidder. They cannot sell rulings because they are not theirs to 

sell, they are Allah’s. And thus they cannot charge people a premium for ruling their 

products to be halal. By doing so, they are doing exactly what Allah criticises the rabbis 

of the Jews for doing, when He says in surat al-Baqara, ات َالَو ْش ََ ُر  the اَِلََلو اََنمََ يِتَََََِب ََ

translation of which is, “Do not sell My signs for a paltry price.” 

Before the halal stamp became widespread, almost all Muslims used to purchase their 

meat from their local halal butcher. But, since the advent of the stamp, the 

supermarkets, most non-Muslim owned and run, have stolen the majority of those 

butchers' customers by setting up halal sections and undercutting them, thus cornering 

the market and driving them out of business.” 

Imam Dr Taj Hargey on 9 May 2014 also said; 

“Furthermore, the idea that Muslims cannot eat non-halal food — food that is suitable 
for Christians — is completely wrong, and it has no theological basis in the Koran, the 
supreme text of Islam. 

“I’m a dedicated Muslim, a devout religionist, an imam and intellectual scholar of Islam, 
but I eat whatever food is placed before me, with the obvious exception of pork. If you’re 
kind enough to invite me to your home, I would eat whatever meat you chose to serve: 
turkey, lamb, chicken, beef … anything except pork. 

“This is perfectly permissible in Islam, and the crucial thing is that it doesn’t have to be 
halal meat. No one wants an imam to be quoting chapter and verse of the Koran over the 
turkey sandwiches, but it is important that everyone understands how clearcut the 
teaching is. 

“Chapter five, verse five of the Koran states: ‘This day all good things are made lawful for 
you. The food of the People of the Book [meaning the Jews and the Christians] is lawful 
for you, and your food is lawful for them …’ 

“There are no ifs and buts about that. The Koran does expect us to be thankful for our 
food, however. 

“I teach in Oxford, and when I go to dining halls in the university, I eat what is available. I 
must say, I’m partial to a slice of steak. 

“At the point of consumption, before I put the food in my mouth, I give thanks, with a 
brief prayer that Muslims have been saying for more than 1,400 years. 

“So, it does not really matter if, when that cow or lamb was slaughtered, the abattoir 
workers were saying prayers or playing heavy rock music at full blast on their radios. The 
individual prayer just prior to actual consumption makes the meat fit — halal — to eat. 

With regards to the brutal killing methods that halal certification demands, he says, “If 
you think about it, these rules were entirely practical health safeguards in the 7th century 
when the holy book was written.” Today however Australia is bound by the strictest of 
government standards applied to food hygiene and procedures. Our laws regarding 
purity of food and cleanliness are the most stringent in the word. All Muslims can eat all 
our available foods as long as they avoid pork and alcohol – which they all know about 
and already avoid.” 



When the teachings and teachers of the ideology categorically state that all food is halal, it’s 

fairly obvious that Australia and its people are being held to ransom over the issue.   

 

3. Yet another area of concern is where the profits are distributed from this scheme go, and there are 

definitely profits made. The profits go to fund mosques and Islamic schools and more and more we 

are finding both here in Australia and overseas that these institutions are being used to further the 

cause of Islam, as was shown clearly in the Mareeba case and the findings with the application for an 

Islamic school there. In this instance it was found that the Standard Bearers of Islam … 

“… were wanting to spread the word of Islam by combining Eastern values with Western 

systems in order to transcend the cultural boundaries and produce high quality leaders by 

mentoring and teaching young leaders around the world. The Standard Bearers of 

Islam stated that their goal was a business plan designed to teach Muslims how to make 

friends with infidels (non-moslems) and teach them the way of Islam SBA was nothing more 

than a way to spread Islam via mentoring and teaching young leaders around the world. 

The Standard Bearers Academy or as they are known overseas, the Standard Bearers of 

Islam, It became very clear that the SBA was yet another attempt to indoctrinate young 

people, infiltrate our society, and recruit westerners to Islam.”  

         It is also becoming more and more evident, again with evidence both here and overseas, that shows  

         that the fees go to fund “charities” which fund terrorism.  

Each year ICWA (Islamic Council of West Australia) has made ongoing donations to Syria ‘because of 

the difficult civil conditions’. The donations were through Al Imdaad charity, to ensure that no 

recriminations could be directed at ICWA and this information is available in their annual report for 

2011 and 2013. This charity has been shown to have links to Hamas and Moslim Brotherhood.  

Attorney-General George Brandis has said it is an offence to knowingly contribute to a terrorist 

organisation regardless of the form of payment, however these organisations are still active and still 

giving to “charities” which still fund terrorism without any real unbiased investigation or 

recrimination.  

Indonesia (IntellAsia) has found funds passing from Australia to Indonesia and then to Syria to fund 

terrorism. 

In 2007 and 2008, ISNA (Islamic Society of North America) was named by the U.S. Justice Department 

as a co-conspirator for two federal trials dealing with the financing of millions of dollars to Hamas. 

The defendants of the trials were the leaders of the Holy Land Foundation for Relief and 

Development (HLF) and HLF itself. In the end, each was found guilty of all charges. As was posted on 

ISNA’s (Islamic Society of North America) site, “ISNA has built an alliance with the Islamic Food and 

Nutrition Council of America (IFANCA), and profits from the halal certification racket have been 

diverted to Hamas. 

Muslim World League (MWL) “has a long history of providing financial support to terrorist groups or 

having organizational links to them, including to Hamas, Abu Sayyaf group, Moro Islamic Liberation 

Front, Jemaat al Islamiyya, and Al Qaeda. The MWL also provides a platform for inflammatory 

speech, including anti-Semitism.” 

The Mosque Foundation (MF), located in the Chicago suburb of Bridgeview, has been a haven for 

Palestinian terror-related activity also the Holy Land Foundation Islamic Relief (IR), which has been 

associated with both Hamas and al-Qaeda financing; Helping Hand (HH). 

 



It is also known that a sharia-mandated portion of the proceeds of certified halal food products must 

be handed over to the Islamic authorities as zakat, or alms — one eighth of which must be applied to 

financing jihad. 

 

4. Of still further concern is the fact that some of the certification fees are as high as $27,000 per 

month ($324,000/year) and this obviously has to be passed on to the consumer which is evident in 

the increased prices I am paying which is not reflected in the price the primary producers are 

receiving for their goods. 

Disclosed documents from the Federal Court of Australia show just how substantial halal certification 

fees are and that there is even disagreement among Muslims themselves about what does and does 

not require certification. 

It also highlights the giant pyramid-style scheme of halal certification in this country. 

Two small retail outlets were taken to court for unknowingly displaying halal certification documents 

that had been falsified. The court documents show that had these two small kebab retail outlets paid 

for the halal certification it would have cost them $5000 each per year – a large sum from a small 

business! The businesses had been told that the meat they were purchasing was halal and so did not 

think that they also needed to pay an extra fee. 

The court document goes on to say: 

“Quality Kebabs has obtained the benefit of operating its business on the basis that it has 

been certified by the applicant when, in fact, it has not. There are no great difficulties in 

assessing the expense Quality Kebabs has avoided having to pay by falsely asserting it was 

certified by the applicant. Mr El-Mouelhy’s documentary evidence was that his fee (without 

GST) to wholesalers was $27,090 in 2012, $33,580 in 2013 and $34,510 in 2014. I accept 

that Mr El-Mouelhy’s prices are likely to be at the upper end of the market (he is, after all, a 

Rolls-Royce and not a Mini) but it was Mr Kose who chose to steal a Rolls-Royce.” 

So the two small retail outlets were charged just nominal damages of $10.00. However, “Quality 

Kebabs” had to pay what was equivalent to the 2012 fee of $27,090.00 plus a 50% uplift which 

equates to $13,545.00. On top of that they had to pay the 2013 halal certification fee of $33,580.00, 

plus 50% uplift, which equals $16,790.00! 

That makes a total of $91,015.00. That doesn’t include what “Quality Kebabs” would have had to pay 

for 2014 which would have been $34,510. 

I cite this case as part of my evidence that halal certification is a rort and Australian businesses and 

the Australian people are being held to ransom. 

 

5. At a recent meeting of the Islamic Global Halal Congress held in Pakistan, the Grand Mufti of Bosnia, 

Mustafa Ceric called upon all Muslims to, “Conquer the world through the Halal movement, as Halal 

means pure and hygienic and the non-Muslim world will have no choice but to accept it.”  He went on 

to say, “The Halal certification movement has the strength to lead Muslims to rule the global 

economy, as food and other services are the basic need of every human being”.  

There is no need to say anything further to that comment as it speaks for itself! 

 

6. Recently a visitor to Bangkok was astonished to find the following information. They visited six 

Middle Eastern restaurants which all advertised halal food and this is what they found:  



“Amazingly none had Halal Certifications. I spoke to the owners of two Halal Shawama stalls 

in Soi 5 and asked if their food was Halal Certified.  

“They both replied NO, but their suppliers assured them the chicken and lamb (mutton) 

complied with Halal standards 

“I even found Cadburys, Kraft, products that were Halal Certified in Australia were not Halal 

certified in Thailand. Good old Kraft Mac and Cheese Halal Certified in Australia but not in 

Thailand? 

“I asked the Manager of a Subway if the products were Halal Certified. He looked at me 

strange, he had no idea what I was talking about. I looked around his store and Muslims 

were ordering.” 

If Muslims in nations such as Thailand, where Muslims are the 2nd biggest cultural group, are 

not paying halal fees nor are they demanding it, why has Australia been targeted and why are 

we bowing to the demands of these extortionists? 

7. 80% of chickens in Australia are halal certified but only 5% of chickens are exported, and mostly to 

non-Islamic nations. Chickens cannot effectively be properly bled out, and so halal certification is 

meaningless – further evidence of a rort and the victimisation of the Australian people as there is no 

need for certification on chickens. Neither is there any need for certification on anything other than 

meat, according to the Quran. Any products that might contain alcohol (another forbidden food for 

Muslims) only need to have a line printed on the label that states “May contain alcohol” just as 

companies now do for products that “May contain nuts”. There is no need to pay for certification. 

 

8. Also of great concern to not only the nation but to our government is the fact that evidently, halal 

slaughter requires Western nations to import halal butchers from Muslim nations. The scam is that 

the halal butchers QUIT as soon as they receive their Western immigration status – requiring the 

constant importation of halal butchers from Muslim nations and a further strain to our welfare 

benefits. 

 

9. My last concern is that this inquiry is chaired by a person who has a conflict of interest in the inquiry 

as he is a Muslim, and does not seem to have any insight into understanding the Australian way, 

even though he has been in this country since childhood. To publically label submissions as being 

from the “tin hat brigade” shows a total lack of understanding of those who do not have an eloquent 

manner of speech but who are wanting to say something on a topic. I have not read all the 

submissions but none that I read could be called threatening, although I have no doubt that the 

chairman, as do most politicians, would have received some negative ones.  The ones I read were 

stating in a very simple way their objection to being subjected to a religious tax by Islamic religion. 

They were not against a people but against a religion and an ideology enforcing itself on the 

Australian people.   

 

There is so much more I could put in this, but 6 pages expresses my serious concern over this 

certification. In summary, halal certification fees amount to no more than the unscrupulous exploitation 

of Islamic beliefs. It is big business … and it is getting bigger. The fact is, many non-Muslims strongly 

object to halal certification. It is unnecessary and it is funding an Islamic ideology that is totally irrelevant 

to the majority of Australians. 

 

The obvious solution to this issue is for one or two halal abattoirs to be set up and run by Muslims and 

this will cater for the 2.2% of population who require this type of slaughter (which is inhumane as the 

beasts still feel and know what is happening to them!) and for the export market.  Our primary producers 



can send their stock to both them and to our normal abattoirs, thus not disadvantaging the 97.8% of 

Australians who do not require halal foods.  I can then go back to the supermarket and purchase meat 

and other products that do not pay into a fund which supports an ideology that funds their own school 

and mosques, and funds terrorism through scam “charities”. For all unnecessary certification, it needs to 

cease forthwith and be called what it is - a way to scam a nation through fear of losing the export of food 

and goods which are naturally halal! 

I am strongly opposed to funding an ideology that is at complete odds with my values, morals and ethics 

but the government is insisting I do this by allowing this “fee”, this “Sharia creep” as I have heard it called, 

to continue. It needs to be taxed, then abolished and those responsible to be either deported or 

imprisoned for their crime against this nation. 
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FAO: The Inquiry into Third Party Certification 
 

Section 116 of The Australian Constitution says: 

“The Commonwealth shall not make any law for establishing any religion, 
or for imposing any religious observance or for prohibiting the free exercise 
of any religion, and no religious test shall be required as a qualification for 
any office or public trust under the Commonwealth.” 

So why is Islam given special consideration in Australia, when many say we don’t 
want Sharia Law or pay for Halal Certification in this country? 

Only about 2% of the population in Australia is actually Muslim. Why are most of 
our food manufacturers catering for them and not non-Muslim majority? 

Some Questions For Consideration 

1. Why does a non-Muslim country need about 30 or more Halal Certification 
bodies when Muslim countries, such as Indonesia and Malaysia, have only 
one? Yet some of these bodies are not recognised by overseas Halal  
Certification organisations. 

2. We need greater transparency into their financial records. Where is the 
money coming from and where is it going? Is the money funding mosques, 
schools, imams’ salaries, etc? Or is some of the money supporting terrorism 
through so-called “charities”? 

3. Politicians claim we need Halal Certification for trade and exports. How did 
we trade with Muslim countries before Halal Certification? According to 
one source, only 8% of exports go to Muslim countries. 

4. Most food is already halal, so why are food manufacturers forced to pay 
these fees?  

If Muslims are in doubt, they can say a prayer over their food before eating. 

What did Muslims eat before Halal Certification? Why do cat food, petrol 
and women’s sanitary products need Halal Certification? 

5. Is it fair to force 98% of the population (non-Muslims) to support Islam 
through their grocery shopping?  
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There was no Referendum or Plebiscite giving Australians a say in this 
matter.  

Halal Certification discriminates against 98% of the population, especially 
against Christians, Jews and Sikhs. Why should atheists pay Halal  
Certification fees for food, blessed by a god they don’t believe in? 

Why should Christians and Jews support Islamic preachers who call them 
“filthy pigs” by paying for goods which are Halal Certified? 

Why should non-Muslims pay for mosques, schools and imams, especially 
when the imams make stupid, ignorant uneducated comments like “women 
wearing jeans cause earthquakes!” (History shows that the first recorded 
earthquake occurred in 580 BC but jeans were not created until the 19th 
Century.) 

A school principal of a Muslim school in Melbourne won’t allow girls to 
participate in sport saying “running causes girls to lose their virginity”. 

Another imam claims the world is flat. Hasn’t he seen satellite photos from 
NASA? Or hasn’t he heard of Christopher Columbus who disproved that 
theory back in the 15th Century? 

Is the money going towards Hizb-ut-Tarir who pushes sexism and 
misogynism in Australia by making women sit up the back in public 
meetings? Not to mention wanting to change the Australian constitution by 
implementing Sharia Law, which violates women’s rights? 

Journalist Alison Beebe is suing Hizb-ut-Tahrir for discrimination. See  
http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/news/nsw/hizb-ut-tahrir-faces-100k-
sexual-discrimination-claim/story-fnpn118l-1227382692581 

To paraphrase former Prime Minister Julia Gillard, “I’m calling sexism and 
misogyny as I see it.” 

6. Animals are brutally and inhumanely slaughtered according to Halal  
practices. So why isn’t the RSPCA condemning these practices. (In my 
opinion, there should be an investigation into the RSPCA’s activities as 
well.) 

http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/news/nsw/hizb-ut-tahrir-faces-100k-sexual-discrimination-claim/story-fnpn118l-1227382692581
http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/news/nsw/hizb-ut-tahrir-faces-100k-sexual-discrimination-claim/story-fnpn118l-1227382692581
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7. Nor do I want to be funding Mr Mohamed Elmouelhy and his racist 
comments towards Australians, calling us “descendants of convicts” or “dole 
bludgers”, especially those who are against Halal Certification. 

Consumers have a right to know which 
food companies pay for Halal 
Certification so they have the option not 
to buy their products. 

Maybe it’s time to call for a government 
enquiry as to how Mr Elmouelhy makes 
all this money he loves boasting about? 
(He is a prime example that money 
cannot buy class!) 

Larry Pickering has documented this 
comment and others in his article, The 
Unsocial Media of Mr El Mouelhy. 

http://pickeringpost.com/story/the-
unsocial-media-of-mr-el-mouelhy/4599 

 

 
Recommendations  

1. Preferably abolish Halal  Certification in Australia to end this scam. 

2. If we must have this necessary evil for export markets, then it should be 
administered by a transparent government body, with money going back 
to our hardworking Australian farmers who originally produce the food 
and livestock for consumption. 

3. If Muslims want Halal Certification, they pay for it themselves, not the 
vast majority who don’t want it and don’t like being forced to pay for it, 
including items such as baby food and formula. 

4. Regulation of abattoirs to cater for the majority of Australians who don’t 
want to buy meat that has Halal Certification. 

 

Submitted by  

http://pickeringpost.com/story/the-unsocial-media-of-mr-el-mouelhy/4599
http://pickeringpost.com/story/the-unsocial-media-of-mr-el-mouelhy/4599
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Anthony K Crook

Senate Standing Committee on Economics
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
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I wish to make a submission to the enquiry. My submission takes into account the following terms of
reference;

1. the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not
limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically modified food and
general food safety certification schemes;

the current extent of food certification for halal ceretification makes it distinct from other
religious or health labelling. In halal certification I have a tax imposed on me without my
choice nor government legislation.

2. current labelling requirements of food certification schemes;

the current need for labelling is not defined, as many halal certified products are not so
labelled, thereby removing any possibility I may have to refuse such products on personal
religious grounds.

3. the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees;

there is a need for companies paying a halal certification fee to clearly label their producs in
order that i a consumer may make a decision as to whether I choose to pay a religious tax or
whether I choose to consume a produce produced under certain religious conditions for a
particular religion

4. whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to
make informed purchasing decisions;

the current scheme does not provide sufficient information for me to decide whether or not to
pay a religious tax or consume religious products

5. details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers and
the potential for these to impact on prices for consumers;

there is no information as to how much of my cost of a product is going to a religious
organisation, the final destination of the funds or whether or not proper taxes are being paid
on such collected funds.



6. the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and
returns to producers;

there needs to be clear information detailing the etent of impact of overseas impact on a
product. The need for a religious tax on all locally consumed products is doubtful as less that
5% of the population will benefit from such certification.

7. the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including,
but not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and

there needs to be a duty of full disclosure from certifiers. It is unconstitutional for a person to
gain personal or financial advantage from a tax imposed on every consumer in Australia, so
full disclosure of all funds received and the destination of those funds is required.

8. any related matters.

Constitutional powers.

s51 The Parliament shall, subject to this Constitution, have power to make laws for the
peace, order, and good government of the Commonwealth with respect to:

(ii.) Taxation; but so as not to discriminate between States or parts of States:

s116. The Commonwealth shall not make any law for establishing any religion, or for
imposing any religious observance, or for prohibiting the free exercise of any religion, and
no religious test shall be required as a qualification for any office or public trust under the
Commonwealth.

Halal Certification.

Only the government may impose a tax on the people of Australia.

Halal certification is a tax, imposed on every consumer in Australia. The tax is imposed
through manufacturers and suppliers paying a ‘halal certification fee’ in order to show their
product as sold to the consumer complies with halal requirements.

Halal certification is a religious tax imposed on every consumer to funs a particular religion,
without the consumer having a choice as to whether or not to fund that religion.

There is no choice given to the consumer whether to pay the tax or not as many products are
sold without halal labelling in order to avoid consumer backlash.

By passing on the certification fee consumers are forced to pay a hidden tax to halal
certifiers, generally private individuals who profit from the tax and may subsequently pass
funds to a religious organisation to which the consumer may not desire to fund

Halal certification is by stealth a religious funding tax..

Freedom of religion:

Religious freedom is enshrined in the constitution. Neither the government nor a person may
impose religious requirement on myself or any person in Australia.



By allowing open halal certification on consumer products without my choice of refusal, I, a
consumer am being forced to comply with a religious edict of a religion I may not wish to
follow – it has removed my right of freedom of religious choice as enshrined in the
constitution.

Halal certification needs to be controlled and administered by a centralised government
body, without fee paid by the consumer. Any religious authority requiring halal certification
on consumer product should have to cover the costs of that certification themselves, without
such cost being borne by the consumer without that consumer having a choice in the matter.



Third party submission on
Halal Certification in Australia

Submission No2

Anthony K Crook

Senate Standing Committee on Economics
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra   ACT   2600

I wish to make a submission to the enquiry. My submission takes into account the following
terms of reference;

1. the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but
not limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically modified
food and general food safety certification schemes;

Universal Declaration of Human Rights:
Article 18.
Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion; this right includes
freedom to change his religion or belief, and freedom, either alone or in community with
others and in public or private, to manifest his religion or belief in teaching, practice, worship
and observance.

HUMAN RIGHTS ACT 2004 (ACT) - SECT 14
Freedom of thought, conscience, religion and belief

(2) No-one may be coerced in a way that would limit his or her freedom to have or adopt
a religion or belief in worship, observance, practice or teaching.

By imposing Halal Certification on consumer goods, I am being forced to comply with a
religion outside of my wishes and I am being forced to pay fees to a particular religion.

I have a right to be able to purchase goods not tainted with particular religious fervour and I
have a right to not pay money to a particular religion.
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Senate Inquiry into Food 
Certification

http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Economics/Food_Cert_Schem
es

Points:

Conflict of Interest of the Chair

1. 6 weeks ago Paul Fordyce wrote to the chair of this committee, Senator Sam Daystari 
(“Senator”), to enquire if he was a Muslim. This enquiry was made via the parliament 
website email system to the chair. Given that the enquiry relates to the practice of charging 
almost all Australians for the greater majority of the food that they buy and is a lucrative 
source of funds for the Muslim community in this country, at the expense of the greater 
majority of the Australian community, this is a relevant question.

2. No answer has ever been received to this enquiry.
3. Its relevance increases when one takes into account the obligations of members of the 

Islamic community to their own community over the interests of people who are not 
Muslims. This is an overriding obligation to protect those in that community. The senator is 
bound by that obligation. He cannot both act impartially and as a good member of the 
Islamic community.

4. Finally the senator voted against this enquiry.
5. The relevance of these factors when combined is to raise the important preliminary issue of 

whether the senator has a conflict of interest in  continuing to sit on this committee, let 
alone chair it. We call on the senator to stand down from this enquiry into food certification 
by reason of that conflict of interest.

Fundamental Position of this Paper

6. The fundamental position of this submission is that:
a. There should be no halal certification – the relevant community can have their own 

websites where they are informed about what they can eat without engaging the 
entire Australian community; and

b. people who are not Jewish or Muslim should not be paying anything for certification 
of food as either halal or kosher. The cost of this should be borne by those 
communities alone.

Australia Has Chosen to Operate under a Unified Legal System and It is Beyond the Power of this 
Enquiry to Change the Law of Australia

7. It is illegal under Australian law for Sharia law to exist hand in hand with Australian law.

http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Economics/Food_Cert_Schemes
http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Economics/Food_Cert_Schemes


8. In the paper “Legal Recognition of Sharia Law” https://aifs.gov.au/publications/family-
matters/issue-84/legal-recognition-sharia-law it was made clear that sharia law was not to 
co-exist with Australian law. That is still the position today. 

9. This enquiry should be finding that it is illegal for halal certification and in particular for 
foods and other goods being supplied throughout Australia being almost all certified as 
being halal. 

10. It would be surprising (and against the laws of this land) for this enquiry to do anything other 
than recommend the end to all of the halal certification bodies that presently exist 
throughout Australia.

11. Halal certification is part of sharia law. It has no place in Australia.
12. Other immigrant communities to this country accept our laws. The surprising thing is that 

the Muslim immigrant communities to Australia should seek to impose their laws and 
religious beliefs on the country that is prepared to accept them as our guests.

User Pays

13. Muslims have successfully eaten since the time of Mohammad without having their food 
certified as halal. The halal industry is a recent invention and is entirely unnecessary.

14. It is a money making exercise at the expense of the overwhelmongly non-muslim 
community.

15. The community that is not Jewish or Muslim should not be paying directly or indirectly for 
food to be certified as halal/kosher. The system should be one where those requiring that 
certification pay for it.

Certification if Retained

16. The bodies that certify products as being halal/kosher must be suitably qualified to do so if 
the primary submission to end halal/kosher certification is rejected. 

17. There should only be one certifying body in Australia. Ideally the body should be one 
established by the Australian government.

18. All of the proceeds from charges for halal/kosher certification should be received by this 
body.

19. If there is to be a charge on every Australian for having products certified as halal, then the 
net money derived from that should be paid to benefit ALL  Australians and not just the 2.2% 
who are Muslims.

Certification of what needs to be certified

20. It appears that halal certification results in products containing alcohol being deemed haram 
– unsuitable. This is so even though the alcohol content is not of the kind that would have a 
stupefying effect. The stupefacation factor is what makes alcohol haram under Islam. All 
alcohol is not therefore haram. This goes back to ensuring that halal certifiers know what 
they are doing – that they are suitably qualified.

Clear Labelling

21. We submit that all food that is halal/kosher certified must be clearly labelled. 

https://aifs.gov.au/publications/family-matters/issue-84/legal-recognition-sharia-law
https://aifs.gov.au/publications/family-matters/issue-84/legal-recognition-sharia-law


22. At present there are a plethora of different halal certified labels. There should be one only. 
One that is easily and immediately identifiable.

23. All food that is halal/kosher should be labelled. At present this is done at the discretion of 
the manufacturer. It should not be discretionary it should be mandatory.

24. Religious or cultural practices (Islam is an entire system that those of that culture would 
have supplant our western democratic principles in every respect) of 1 group may be 
repugnant to others not of that faith or of no faith. 

25. Halal and kosher are unacceptable to some religions. They are entitled to have foods that 
are halal/kosher labelled to help them identify foods that they will not consume. They are 
then of course excluded from eating the majority of food available. This is unfair and 
unacceptable. 

26. There are many who reject halal/kosher because of their personal (non-religious) beliefs – 
they are also affected in their food choices by a tiny unrepresentative minority of people in 
this country.

27. All shops selling take-away or dine in food must have prominently displayed on the outside 
that food being sold is halal. It is essential that customers have the opportunity to decide 
whether or not to buy product BEFORE entering.

28. Anyone who finds any product that is halal/kosher certified unacceptable has a right to be 
informed from its labelling that it is halal/kosher certified so that they can choose to buy 
product that is not.

29. Some foods that are halal/kosher certified have their ingredients changed to achieve halal 
certification – removal of pig products, no alcohol. 

30. The changes inevitably result in changes to the taste of such products. Consumers should 
have the entitlement to be alerted to this by having such product clearly labelled.

One Legal System in Australia

31. Australia has one legal system only. Halal is part of a foreign cultural system of Islam known 
as sharia law.

32. Sharia law is a backward, immutable system of law said to have been given by God to 
Muslims. Since God made it, supposedly it is incapable of change. That antiquated legal 
system has no place in Australia. Certainly not affecting the foods and other products every 
Australian buys.

33. Australia’s legal system is founded on constant change to meet the circumstances of a 
constantly changing world.

34. It is illegal to have sharia law applying to virtually all of the food and many other goods that 
Australians who are not Muslims – the overwhelming majority of the nation. Sharia law has 
been rejected as being part of the law of this land.

Inhumane slaughter of Animals.

35. A major issue with halal/kosher livestock products is the inhumane slaughter of animals 
contrary to Australian laws which otherwise require humane slaughter (save for the 
religious/cultural exemption for those who require the livestock to be slaughtered in these 
ancient ways – see the RSPCA material on this at http://kb.rspca.org.au/what-is-halal-
slaughter-in-australia_116.html ). 

http://kb.rspca.org.au/what-is-halal-slaughter-in-australia_116.html
http://kb.rspca.org.au/what-is-halal-slaughter-in-australia_116.html


36. Virtually ALL meats and chicken in Woolworths and Coles are identified as being halal. As a 
matter of law this cannot possibly be the case – animals mostly have to be slaughtered 
humanely – at least about 97.8% of them. Woolworths and Coles cannot be selling all meat 
and chicken to Australians that is halal. They would be breaking the law. 

37. This is another reason why proper halal certification must be undertaken by a government 
body, if that is to be done, to overcome what is clearly chicken and other meats that are 
incorrectly labelled as halal – with the “authority” of the bodies in this country that presently 
charge for properly certifying meats as halal when they are clearly not.

38. This video addresses the problems with halal slaughter of chickens 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8Uvjjzlq5mM – this is clearly the similar situation in 
this country. Killing individual chickens one by one and saying the requisite prayer in 
accordance with halal requirements would be clearly commercially unviable. The cost per 
chicken of proper halal slaughter would be significantly greater using pre-industrial slaughter 
methods than the methods used in modern processing plants.

39. Chicken is mostly sold to domestic markets with very little being sold to Muslim market 
overseas.  There is no need for mass halal certification of chicken – there is no risk of 
affecting Australian expert markets.

40. People buying these meats are therefore either being sold meats where the livestock has 
been slaughtered contrary to the laws of Australia or alternatively the meats are not halal. 
This goes back to the issue of having properly qualified bodies undertaking halal slaughter 
and putting proper controls into place.

41. The description of meats and chicken as halal may be misleading or deceptive for Muslims 
and for others. No-one knows whether it is halal or not. No one in the community is served 
by the present system except the bodies charging for providing halal certification – which 
they are clearly not doing properly.

Labour Discrimination of the Majority in Favour of the Few

42. People working in halal industries have to be Muslims. This is an unfair work practice 
excluding 97.8% of the Australian work force who are not Muslims. This should not be 
allowed.

43. Employment opportunities for Australians as a general rule should not be affected by their 
religious or cultural beliefs. No Australian should be prevented from working in relation to 
any industry, relevantly here the industy involved in the preparation and slaughter of 
animals, because they are not adherents of a particular religion or culture. This sort of 
discrimination has always been abhorrent to the Australian community and rightly so.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8Uvjjzlq5mM
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E:  
 
19th July 2015 
 
 
Dear Senators, 
 

Submission for Third Party Food Certification 
 

 
Before I begin I wish to make a vehement objection to having Senator Sam Dastyari as the 
Presiding Chair as he has a known conflict of interest and as such is not by definition “a fit and 
proper person” to hold such as position and should excuse himself or be excused from these 
proceedings! 
 
 
Let me begin with this photograph: 
 

 
 
The ONLY individuals who are bound to eat foods which are religiously Halal are those of Islamic 
faith and as such it has no relevance to any other individual who is not of the Islamic faith. 
 
As we live in a World which is of many faiths it is paramount that their beliefs also be upheld and not 
impinged upon. 
 
I give you this example: 
 
A Christian and a Muslim sit down at a table, the Christian with a plate of bacon and eggs and the 
Muslim with a plate of Halal beef. 
 
They are then asked as an act of acceptance of each other’s Faith to swap their plates and then 
partake of that meal. 
 



When you see the reaction of the Islamic person to not to want to eat the bacon and eggs then you 
gain a full perspective as to WHY people of other faiths cannot eat Halal foods for exactly the same 
reasons as to WHY the Islamic person cannot eat products which are not Halal. 
 
In the Christian/Catholic Bible the Gospel of Acts 15:29 validates this point and this too is no 
different than what those seeking Halal base their conduct on for doing business.  
 
In many other faiths there is this same belief. 
 
I also put forward these points:  
 
1. Trade Practices Act: 
www.accc.gov.au/consumers/misleading-claims-advertising/false-or-misleading-claims 
Section 52 
Section 72 
 
2. Section 116 of the Australian Constitution: 
The Commonwealth shall not make any law for establishing any religion, or for imposing any 
religious observance, or for prohibiting the free exercise of any religion, and no religious test shall 
be required as a qualification for any office or public trust under the Commonwealth 
 
3. Human Rights Act: 
Article 9/19 Freedom of Conscience. 
 
4. The Gospels of Acts 15:29: 
It is forbidden for a person to consume food from a ritually slaughtered animal sacrificed to another 
'God'. 
 
5. Qur’an Chapter 5 Verse 5: 
This day [all] good foods have been made lawful, and the food of those who were given the Scripture 
is lawful for you and your food is lawful for them." 
 
6. Qur’an Chapter 6 Verse 118 & 119: 
6:118 "You shall eat from that upon which God's name has been pronounced, if you truly believe in 
His revelation."  
 
6:119 "Why should you not eat from that upon which God's name has been mentioned? He has 
detailed for you what is prohibited for you, unless you are forced. Indeed, many people mislead 
others with their personal opinions, without knowledge. Your Lord is fully aware of the 
transgressors."  
 
God knows that many Muslims will be living in the middle of Christians and Jews and will be sharing 
their food and for this reason God made it perfectly lawful for Muslims to eat the food of the people 
of the Scripture (Jews/Christians): 
 
Halal meat or any other food, as is understood these days is a term used more often for commercial 
profits than religious observance. And still companies are paying for the Halal sign. LISTEN, IT IS NOT 
A RELIGIOUS REQUIREMENT TO HAVE OR TO PAY FOR THE HALAL SYMBOL ON YOUR PACKAGING 
 
 
 



For me there are two fundamental issues here, forced participation into a Religion and Freedom of 
Choice. 
 
As an Australian, and a person of Christian faith, I find it “Highly Offensive” on so many levels that 
there are so many foods and products that are available which are Halal.  
 
The Miners’ Store in Coober Pedy has knowingly hidden the fact from the predominantly Christian 
Community of Coober Pedy that they were selling their beef products for an extended period of time 
with Halal certification and not labelling them as such. 
  
If the Miners’ Store wish to sell their beef and other Halal items then I want them to be labelled or 
placed in a dedicated section or sections so that it is easy to distinguish between “Christian Normal 
Products” and “HALAL” approved products that provide funding to Islam.  
 
In the Gospels of Acts 15:29: 
It is forbidden for a person to consume food from a ritually slaughtered animal sacrificed to another 
'God'.  
 
As an Australian and a person of Christian faith on which this country was founded I demand that 
these Product Labelling standards be immediately put into place by the Miners’ Store in Coober 
Pedy. 
 
Human Rights Act Article 9 of the Convention provides as follows: 
 
(1) Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion; this right includes 
freedom to change his religion or belief and freedom, either alone or in community with others and 
in public or private, to manifest his religion or belief, in worship, teaching, practice and observance. 
(2) Freedom to manifest one’s religion or beliefs shall be subject only to such limitations as are 
prescribed by law and are necessary in a democratic society in the interests of public safety, for the 
protection of public order, health or morals, or for the protection of the rights and freedoms of 
others.  
In short it determines what “Freedom of Religious Conscience” is.  
 
Our Human Rights should apply................  
 
HUMAN RIGHTS PERSPECTIVE 
 
Article 9 Human Rights Act. (Regarding Freedom of Conscience). 
 
This Act should give us the right to religious and secular freedom, i.e. to not be forced to participate 
in religious rites. 
 
Dedicating this meat to a God violates this right: hence there is forced participation in another’s 
religion without consent. 
 
Also Jews, Sikhs & Christians are specifically instructed not to eat this meat, so where is their 
religious freedom? 
 
The best example of how things should be handled is the Jewish Community. 
 



When they immigrated to Australia they didn’t walk in the door and demand that all the Beef in 
Australia had to be sold as “Kosher” instead they opened their own Specialty Butcher Shops. 
 
AS SHOULD THOSE WHO ARE OF THE ISLAMIC FAITH. 
 
The Jewish Community of Australia should be highly praised for respecting the Faiths’ of the others. 
 
So when you go to a Supermarket and buy your meat, it should be in a section noted as Halal and a 
section noted as Haram meats. 
 
In many Supermarkets throughout Australia now if you wish to buy Asian foods there is a section or 
aisle which is specifically dedicated to these products.  
 
Why should Halal or Haram meats be any different in the meat department of any Supermarket ? 
 
We in any country where the MAJORITY is NOT of the Muslim Faith should NOT be sold Halal or cast 
off Haram meat by stealth. (Which the Miners’ Store has been doing) 
 
Australia is a multicultural country and especially as is Coober Pedy which has many Faiths that 
forbid Halal meat.  
 
Allah is not the God of many Faiths for instance .....  
 
Devout Christians, Sikhism, Hinduism, Buddhism, Paganism to name but a few of the many in our 
society today.  
 
Why should we (Non-Muslims, the greater population of Australia, also a Non-Muslim Country) have 
to unknowingly consume Halal and unlabelled cast off Halal "HARAM" meat ?  
 
Other Peoples’ Faiths are just as equally important as the Islamic Faith is to them and as such should 
have the SAME RESPECT shown to others. 
 
Their Qur’an clearly states how Muslims should follow their faith when it comes to meal times. 
 
Qur’an 6:118 says: 
 
"You shall eat from that upon which God's name has been pronounced, if you truly believe in His 
revelation." 
 
Hence Muslims can eat any food and just bless it at the table to make it Halal just like people of 
other Faiths do when saying grace, this is known as “BISMILLAH”, meaning “In Name of God”. 
 
Most importantly Australia is a Non-Muslim Country !  
 
Section 116 of the Australian Constitution says: 
 
The Commonwealth shall not make any law for establishing any religion, or for imposing any 
religious observance, or for prohibiting the free exercise of any religion, and no religious test shall 
be required as a qualification for any office or public trust under the Commonwealth. 
 



If I interpret part of this correctly then the creation of Halal Certification organisations in Australia is 
in contempt of the Australian Constitution and if this being true then they should be immediately 
closed down. 
 
I put the following question forward: 
 
Where in the Qur’an does it ever mention Halal Certification ? 
 
The answer is simply put: 
 
It doesn’t as it is a modern con by the Islamic Community which was introduced in the late 1980’s so 
as to raise monies for the Islamic Faith. 
 
So Muslims who are true to their Qur’an have no absolute need to even want to follow the practice 
of “Halal”. 
 
The solution I have is very simple: 
 
Every person of Islamic faith has the right to knowingly purchase Halal foods by being able to clearly 
identify that they are purchasing Halal products through clear labelling on all packaging of foods 
produced as Halal. 
 
Also when you go into Supermarkets throughout Australia you will now find dedicated aisles or 
shelving for Asian foods the same MUST BE DONE for all Halal foods so those of Islamic faith can 
easily shop for them. 
 
Also too there is now labelling for foods which are “Gluten Free”: 
 

   
 
If this can be so easily done  as shown here then so why is not being done for Halal foods??? 
 
The same with the Butcher and Butcheries who wish to sell Halal meats they must then separate the 
Halal meats and display them in a dedicated area. 
 
Ideally it would be best if there were Islamic butchers that cater directly for the Islamic community. 
 



As for businesses which produce Halal foods their processing operations must be performed in a 
completely different location so that there is no so called “contamination”. 
 
Also what is terribly wrong is that if the Islamic community want Halal foods then they should be 
paying businesses to do so and in Australia only 2% of our population is Islamic so it makes no fiscal 
sense to pay for Halal Certification when ultimately the Islamic community should be doing it for 
themselves!!! 
 
Morally all aspects of a person’s beliefs and faith should be given EQUAL consideration and not 
blindly dictated to by that of another’s. 
 
Yours in good faith, 
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Committee Members,

I totally disagree with any form of religious certification where companies, producers, farmers etc 
are extorted by way of lies into paying for certification that is unnecessary.

Halal Certification specifically. There is no Islamic requirement for food to be certified halal. The 
Quran clearly states that “He only prohibits for you the eating of animals that die of themselves 
(without human interference), blood, the meat of pigs, and animals dedicated to other than God. If 
one is forced (to eat these), without being malicious or deliberate, he incurs no sin. God is Forgiver, 
Most Merciful." 2:173

There are many other verses within the Quran that repeat this message. I have heard that some 
Muslim scholars and community leaders such as Keysar Trad, declare that there is no difference to 
halal food and normal food and that anyone can eat it, it’s simply like saying grace. Now this is 
another lie. It is not that simple as you can see in the above quote, Muslims cannot eat food that has 
been dedicated to another god. Yet they expect others to eat food that has been dedicated to their 
god.

Christians, Jews, Hindus and Sikhs are forbidden by their own various religious rules from eating 
halal food. Currently Muslims make up around 2% of Australia’s population, yet almost all meat 
processed in Australia is killed according to halal slaughter methods. Therefore people of other 
religions are being forced by deceit to eat food that has been forbidden. The abattoirs that process 
this meat, must abide by strict conditions and pay money to obtain and keep their certification. One 
of the conditions in halal slaughter being that only a muslim can do it. So much for job equality. 

There are many arguments against halal certification, the least of which should also be the most 
important to any Muslim; that being that it is not required as per the Quranic quote above.

Halal certification is simply a money making scheme designed by those in the Islamic community to 
raise money for the advancement of Islam within Australia. The Australian Federation of Islamic 
Councils (AFIC) states on its website that monies raised by way of certification goes to the building 
Mosques and schools as well as information pamphlets etc.

Halal certification is not needed, not wanted and not in any way compatible with a Democratic 
nation such as Australia.

The following link shows all the passages in the Quran that refer to halal and haram food.

http://www.quran-islam.org/articles/halal_meat_%28P1156%29.html

The following link shows where halal certification monies go, although they do not declare the value 
of these monies.

http://muslimsaustralia.com.au/halal-accreditation/

http://www.quran-islam.org/articles/halal_meat_%28P1156%29.html
http://muslimsaustralia.com.au/halal-accreditation/


Regards

Shaun Clay 
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To Whom It May Concern:

As an Australian consumer I am frustrated and concerned by the practice 
of halal certification in this country.

I do not wish to support any brand that pays an Islamic religious tax to 
have their product halal certified. Less than 2% of this population is 
Muslim and I do not want to fund special religious rituals or political 
campaigns to increase the presence of Sharia Law in Australia. I am also 
concerned about possible animal cruelty in the halal slaughter process. 
The Koran does not stipulate anywhere that a product must undergo 
certification for it to be halal.

Despite this many companies are paying for halal certification and not 
displaying it on their labels or even on their websites. Sometimes it is 
even difficult to get such information when calling the company directly. 
What can be done about making it law to display halal certification on 
labels so consumers can make informed choices about the products they 
buy?

Yours Sincerely, 

Warren Davis
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Third party submission on
Halal Certification in Australia

Senate Standing Committee on Economics
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra   ACT   2600

Halal Choices

The imposition of a Halal Certification fee by the certifier onto the manufacturer in
order to provide Halal Certification is in fact a tax imposed on the goods I purchase.
 In many cases the Halal Certification is not clearly marked on the products.
 There is significant doubt as to the end use of Halal fees viz: are they finding

their way to fund terrorism, are they funding Islamic religious movement.

This does not allow me, the consumer the opportunity to make an informed decision
as to whether I want to consume Halal certified goods and secondly whether I desire
to fund a particular religious creed.
Other religions such as Judaism do not charge a fee for Kosher certification,
Christians do not charge a fee for food to be suitable for consumption. Why is it that
3% of the population is demanding the remaining 97% pay a fee for their Halal
certified goods and services.
I also take exception to the fact that part of the price I pay for my goods is funding a
so called religion which has as its objective the overthrow of Australia, our society
and way or life.

My recommendations are;
 All products should be clearly marked (HALAL) on labels, so I can make an

informed decision to buy at the point of sale.
 Halal certification should not be imposed on non Muslims. This goes against

many other consumers religious beliefs and practices.Free choice should be
made available.

 Halal certification should be operated by a centralised government body with
no fees being paid by the manufacturer/supplier to any independent body or
person for such service.
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The Senate enquiry into Third Party Certification of Food

To Whom It May Concern,

As a concerned Australian citizen I would like to voice my concerns about Halal Certification to the 
enquiry.

 As a consumer my choices are being taken away.

 Consumers are un-knowingly buying Halal Certified due to poor or non- existent package
labelling.

 Halal Certification by private individual or companies is a SCAM collecting thousands if not
millions of dollars from the Australian public.  Muslims are permitted to eat anything except
that which contains pork, blood and alcohol.  It is well known that in order to make their
food “Halal” Muslims only need to pray over it at the table.  My cat does not need to have
Halal cat food and my shampoo does not need to be Halal.

 Honey, Milk, Cheese, Shampoo and an endless list of other products are naturally “halal” so
why do they and their Companies need to be certified. ??

 Consumers are being forced to fund a religious tax. I would like to know why the majority of
Australians are being forced to have Halal Certification for a small minority of the
population.  I do not wish to support any Brand/Company that supports this Islamic religious
tax.  Other religions - Jews, Buddhists, Catholics, etc - do not have a religious tax imposed on
goods and services and ask the majority pay for it, why should it be any different for
Muslims.??  Discrimination???

 Consumers are un-knowingly buying Halal Certified meat. The slaughtering of animals for
Halal Certification is barbaric, cruel and inhumane.  What happened to Australian ethics

 Australian slaughtermen have lost jobs as the majority of slaughter houses only employ
Muslims to pray over the animal as it slowly dies.

 Where does the money go?  We need to have an enquiry where this money is channelled to.
??   As a Christian and an Australian - I do not wish to fund terrorism.  I do not wish to fund
the building of more mosques and I do not wish to fund Islamic Schools, but if I buy Halal
Certified products I have no choice.  Where possible I choose NOT to buy Halal Certified and
encourage others to boycott as well.

 If a certification is necessary it should be regulated through proper Government channels
not through private individuals or Companies, and the money go towards the general
community not directed solely towards the Muslim/Islamic community.

Regards
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From:  
Sent: Sunday, 19 July 2015 7:17 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATION INQUIRY SUBMISSION
 
Dear Sir/Madam,
                            Along with many others,  I am writing in regards to the inquiry into food
 labelling certification, and would like to forward the following for consideration in this inquiry,

My main concern is HALAL CERTIFICATION.

To start with I would like to make it clear that the important issue for me, is the certification
 fees and process, with equal importance on the slaughter methods. As a religious Australian
 the matter of halal  certification is of great concern to me, and with the many other Australians
 I have communicated with.  My concerns are detailed as follows

Certification Fees;“The global market for halal-certified products and services is estimated to
 be worth more than USD2.3 trillion, expanding by 20% per year.

These schemes are not limited to food alone, with products and services ranging from halal
 certified cosmetics to water, trucks, warehousing and sharia finance there is no limit to the
 schemes.  Plans are in place to certify every step of the market from suppliers of animal feed,
 to food processing and eventually the transport to your supermarket and shopping bag.” Q
 Society Australia.
 
The fees demanded by certification bodies to acquire the certification are not only extensive,
 but in many cases of pressure on the company targeted, are nothing better than extortion.
 These costs are passed on to the consumer, no matter how much a company may deny it. 
 All operational and marketing costs are paid for in the purchase of the product.
Having made the informed and well researched decision to HALAL CERTIFICATION  I
 extremely strongly object to any of my purchases contributing funds to a religiously motivated
 scheme, especially since the funds are reported to go to dubious causes.
 
In a democracy, there is freedom of religion and freedom from religion. But a vast majority of
 the products available in not just supermarket but an increasing amount of other stores being
 halal certified, my right to freedom from religion is compromised by way of the cost of
 certification, particularly where the product is not labelled as certified which removes my
 choice as a consumer to avoid the scheme. This I am extremely unhappy with.
 
I do not donate or contribute funds towards any religion voluntarily,and I highly resent

 being forced to as outlined.

 Slaughter Process;



Quote from RSPCA "In Australia, the national standard for meat production requires that all
 animals must be effectively stunned (unconscious) prior to slaughter. The vast majority of
 halal Certified slaughter in Australia (including at export abattoirs) complies with this standard,
 that is, all animals are stunned prior to slaughter.
The only difference is that a reversible stunning method is used, while conventional humane
 slaughter may use an irreversible stunning method."

The main concern with halal slaughter is the reversible stun being used, if any stun is used in
 the first place. Many of the animals have in fact regained semi to full consciousness by the
 time they are slaughtered, resulting in them experiencing unimaginable pain before death. 
 And this is assuming that the stun is applied.  Whether the government and food authorities
 would like to believe it or not, there are halal slaughterers who are not stunning the animals at
 all.  As found in the standards outlined on the RSPCA website, not all cattle are required to be
 stunned at all;  In fact the WA Islamic organisation has it on their website that they oppose all
 stunning.

For cattle and sheep, the requirements for religious slaughter without prior stunning are set
 out in a nationally adopted guideline Ritual Slaughter for Ovine (Sheep) and Bovine (Cattle):

For cattle, stunning is still required but this occurs immediately after the throat is cut. Two
 separate slaughter men must be present: one to perform the cut (which must sever both the
 carotid arteries and jugular veins) and one to perform the stunning.

For sheep, stunning is not required except where the animal is distressed or does not rapidly
 lose consciousness, in which case they must be immediately stunned.
    The animals die slowly, bleeding out, scared and in pain. This is not ethical slaughter, this is
 not acceptable. The standards set in Australia in regards to slaughter are to humanely kill the
 animal, avoiding any unnecessary pain and suffering. Halal slaughter is incompatible with
 these values.  I am ashamed Australia has lowered its ethical values to meet a market that is
 for all purposes is extremely barbaric.

    The next concern in this area is the discrimination and religious bias that is being applied in
 the workplace on the insistence that only Muslims can oversee the process, and undertake
 the slaughtering. This counteracts core Australian values of fairness and equality. Hard
 working Australians should not be divided by religious inclinations, and certainly should not
 find themselves losing employment opportunities based on religious bias. Labelling;Many of
 the products on shelves are now halal certified. And of those, many are not labelled. It is not
 legally required for them to be labelled. This is unfair to the consumers wishing to avoid the
 certification and the religious element. It also causes one to ponder what the point of the
 certification is if the consumers requiring halal certified products do not know it is halal
 certified. If these companies insist on partaking in religious mythology, and are comfortable in
 forcing the wishes of the few on the many, a label declaring such should be applied. Surely
 this is a breach of the consumers rights and a lack of transparency.

Certification Dishonesty;As outlined in the religious doctrine, the Qur'an,  most consumables
 available are automatically halal (permissible) with very few, clear exceptions.  Muslims are,
 or should be, well aware of what they can and cannot consume according to their religious
 requirements, as are the followers of other faiths. When items like water or fruit and
 vegetables are certified (read; fees), the certification is not only unnecessary, but rather
 useless. Lack of Financial Transparency;  It remains unclear where the large profits gained
 from certification end up. Many claims have been made about certification schemes funding



 extremist or militant groups, and studies in other countries have clearly found and proven the
 links,validating these claims. At the very least the funds are being used to advance Islam in
 Australia and non islamic countries inn the way of islamic schools, islamic centres and places
 of worship, all of which is once again breaching my rights to freedom from
 religion.Considering quite a few islamic schools, centres and charity store-front operations
 have been and continue to be under investigation for financial fraud, I am not comfortable in
 the lack of transparency as to where the halal certification fees are going.Hidden Motives; 
 Halal certification is much more than just fulfilling a religious requirement. The following is an
 indication of the darker of the certification;

“The Grand Mufti of Bosnia Herzegovina, Dr Mustafa Ceric urged the Muslim Ummah to
 conquer the world through Halal movement as Halal means pure and hygiene and non-
Muslim world has no hesitation to accept it.”Halal is apart of sharia law, and halal certification
 is a thinly veiled implementation of an aspect of Sharia law, particularly with the imposition of
 the certification falling on non muslims. All of the concerns I have detailed in this document
 are easily validated through research, with a vast array of information available if one takes
 the time look. With a growing number of Australians concerned about halal certification, I
 strongly suggest that the government,the food authorities and the corporations make it a
 matter of urgency to do some thorough research into the issue.

Lastly, Why should I have to pay a fee, that doesn't go to the government, when it does me
 absolutely no good at all.  In fact it goes against me.  I pay and Islam expands. Islam expands
 and revolution will become the next option. This is happening in other countries. China and
 Russia are becoming the leading lights in the fight against Islam.  Progression - Halal
 Certification to Sharia Law, to laws being changed at the detriment of all Australian. Alcohol
 stops, Freedom of speech, No Gays and all women rather than just islamic women, suddenly
 become half the value of a man, according to the Qur'an.  Don't believe me, read the evil
 book and you will be shocked. I have read it and hence another reason for this letter.

I am not a racist or a bigot, I am a free thinking Australian that wants the truth to be exposed. 
 Is it racism to want Halal stopped. No because halal certification is not a race nor are muslims
 a race.  In fact it is racist and sexist to push this certification onto unsuspecting Australians. IT
 HAS TO STOP, one way or another.
 
 
Yours Sincerely,

Lance Gavin Kerr

19/07/2015
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From: Greg Barlow  
Sent: Tuesday, 14 July 2015 7:10 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third party certification of food - Submission

Senate Standing Committees on Economics
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600
Attention - Senate Economics References Committee

I wish to submit the following comments for consideration by the Commission of
 enquiry -
I had the great fortune to have lived in Malaysia for 18 years from August 1995
 and witnessed the growth of the halal industry in that country and the totally
 democratic treatment of the 38% non-Muslim population.
My experiences and the sensible and democratic halal procedures are repeated
 throughout this submission.
May i say that i am in favour of halal and kosher certification, subject to my
 comments below.

1. Neither Islam nor Muslim is a "race" and therefore, the oft-quoted accusation
 that any dissent is "racist" is totally unfounded.

2. A "bigot" is "a person who is intolerant towards those holding different
 opinions." and therefore, the oft-quoted accusation that dissent comes from
 "bigots" is totally unfounded. I and millions like me, are completely comfortable
 with all religions, while Muslims are obviously not tolerant of any other religion
 and their holy scriptures validate that lack of tolerance.
The above two definitions can be confirmed by reference to any dictionary.
Some people might conclude that those who demand preferential treatment and
 are highly critical of those who disagree with their demands, are the ones who are
 "intolerant towards those holding different opinions".

It is therefore unacceptable should this Committee consider any submissions
 against halal or kosher, as being racist or bigoted.

3. In the absence of any federal legislation, the Commission must consider the
 many State legislation relating to cruelty to animals.
The members will be aware that there are three methods of slaughtering
 employed in Australia for all livestock -
a). full irreversible stunning;
b). temporary and reversible stunning; and
c). total lack of stunning.
The members will then be aware that the vast majority of Australian abattoirs use
 the temporary reversible stunning procedure where the animal recovers

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
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 consciousness within approximately 15 seconds at which time it is capable of
 suffering pain and fear.
The committee will inevitably conclude that the only slaughtering method
 acceptable under Australian state animal cruelty laws is the full irreversible
 stunning and that all other methods are contrary to those laws and must be
 strenuously outlawed with severe penalties for contravention.
While two methods of stunning exist, the RSPCA openly admits that "some states"
 have provided exemption from the irreversible stun to some abattoirs.
Any stun which renders the animal conscious during slaughter is in contravention
 of the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act 1979 (ACT) and similar Acts that apply
 in every state of our Commonwealth.

4. There is ample scientific evidence including that of Irwin H. Putzkoff, PhD,
 MD, confirming that when an animal experiences pain and fear, it releases toxins
 through its blood and meat which is unhealthy for human consumption.
It is also known that if/when meat is rejected as halal for health or other reasons
 including cancers in the meat, such meat can not be certified and approved as
 Halal and must be sold to non-Muslims as non-halal. This method of selling
 "inferior" quality meat, means that 97% of our population may unknowingly
 consume meat that is by other standards, unfit for human consumption.

5. The Committee must acknowledge that facts available from the Bureau of
 Statistics indicates that approximately 6% of Australia's total exports are destined
 for Muslim majority countries.
Therefore, those same statistics will prove that approximately 94% of Australia's
 meat is consumed either in Australia or by non-Muslim importing countries.
Given that the Muslim population of Australia is presently 2.2% of the nation's
 population, any provision that satisfies the needs of such a minority, is neither
 commercial nor rational, nor in compliance with state or federal law.

6. The Committee must acknowledge that any Australian or foreign company
 operating in Australia is entitled to make a commercial decision to obtain halal or
 kosher certification or not to.
Committee members will be aware that there are far too many examples where
 companies are being unduly coerced or pressured to obtain halal certification and
 have relented.
If a company is entitled to make that commercial decision, consumers also are
 entitled to make their own commercial decisions NOT to purchase products that
 are halal or kosher certified, and that by doing so, is being neither racist nor
 bigoted.

7. One is entitled to assume that companies are avoiding informing Australian
 consumers that their products are halal or kosher certified.
Australian companies have not hesitated to add the Recycling emblem, "Product
 of Australia", "Made in Australia", "Organic" or other descriptive words and
 emblems to their packaging and to refuse to add a "Kosher" or "Halal" emblem
 can only be interpreted as attempting to avoid a backlash from the 97%+ of
 consumers (both domestic and international) who MAY find it intrusive to be
 coerced into buying products dedicated to a minority group.
This lack of labeling is my major concern because it removes the ability of both
 Muslims and non-Muslims to readily identify products which are fit for



 consumption under their relevant religious or other convictions.

8. The committee must acknowledge that the Sikh, Buddhist, and non-theist
 groups precludes them from consuming or using products dedicated to a god.
Similarly, atheists, agnostics and Freethinkers (which made up 28% of the
 population according to the 2011 consensus and comprise Australia's second
 largest religious or a-religious affiliation) also have the democratic right to reject
 any product dedicated to a god which they do not worship.
The right to impose specific religious affiliations of one faith, upon all members of
 other beliefs is discriminatory and is therefore illegal and in breach of the Anti-
Discrimination laws of Australia.
Australian Human Rights Commission - Article 18

9. In recognition of the basic rights of Non-Muslims, that most democratic of all
 countries (Malaysia) requires forced halal labeling, requires halal and non-halal
 products to be retailed specific distances apart from each other, and openly
 displayed in sections dedicated to halal and non-halal.
Malaysian governments display little admiration for political correctness, greater
 respect for the rights of minority groups, and a superior understanding of
 democracy than Australia, and its laws should be repeated in Australia if we are
 ever to acknowledge what democracy and the rights of both majorities and
 minorities really mean.

10. Research into the export market for halal and kosher foods is relevant.
The National Farmers Federations says "Australian farmers export around 60 percent of what
 they grow and produce." So 3.6% (6% of that 60%) of these products are exported to Islamic nations and the
 remaining 40% is consumed in Australia where 97% are non-Muslims and non-Jews.
Clearly, neither halal nor kosher offer a commercially viable market on their own and can
 never be considered as highly relevant in this debate.
Very recently, the Indonesian Government announced it would make substantal
 reductions in the import of live animals, but the main halal certification company in
 Australia, is responsible to a similar body in Indonesia.
And this is not relevant?

11. Members may accept the comments by the Grand Mufti of Bosnia or ignore
 them - "Grand Mufti urges Muslims to conquer the World through halal".
If the Pope said that, we would all listen. So, if the most senior Islamic cleric in
 Bosnia says it, can we just ignore him?
Members need to accept that halal is just the first step to Sharia law and the rest
 of the Islamic culture just falls into place.
Most people who deny this (from my experiences) have never read the Quran and
 we can assume that 90% of members of this committee have also never read the
 Quran. How can one understand Christianity if one has never read the Bible?

12. To ignore the potential for halal to be the first step towards Sharia Law and
 further Islamisation, is to demonstrate a total ignorance of the holy texts of that
 religion.
This Committee will fail in its Terms of Reference if it has no knowledge of the
 Quran, the Hadiths and the words of senior Muftis around the world.

13. Australia is a signatory to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
 (ICCPR) and also professes our own Anti-Discrimination Laws at both federal and state



 levels.
To provide hidden benefits for one group over all others is in breach of both federal and
 international law.
Therefore, the present scenario of non-labelled, hidden discrimination against all but a
 small percentage of our population is in breach of those laws and is unconstitutional.
This discrimination translates to our workforce which discriminates against non-Muslims
 in the meat preparation industries.
Quoting Malaysia again, to remain halal, the land on which animals are grown, every
 member in the meat processing industry, packaging, distribution and retailing MUST be
 halal or owned and operated by a Muslim. 
Is this Committee prepared to allow those conditions to be set in our industry.
It has clearly ceased to be a religious issue when we know that tampons and sanitary pads,
 pool salt, slaughtering equipment, ice-cream and chocolate must be halal or kosher
 sertified?

14. May i explain that i am neither a Theist nor an Atheist. As a devoted Freethinker i
 accept without question the rights to believe what people want to believe.
I only object when people attempt to force their religious (or non-religious) beliefs on me
 and others.

15. If Muslims and Jews have the right to ensure that the products they buy are dedicated
 to their beliefs, then so do the other 97+% of our population, and to deny those rights to
 either group, is in breach of Constitutional rights and to Australian and International Laws

16. The Solution.
a). Let us acknowledge the rights of Muslims and Jews. Let us accept their need to have
 Halal and Kosher products and to ensure those products comply with their beliefs, provide
 for certification enabling them to recognise their products and to buy in confidence..
b). Simultaneously, let us NOT discriminate against those who do not share Islamic or
 Judaistic beliefs.
c). This Committee has no choice but to legislate or recommend legislation that requires
 both Halal and Kosher products to be conspicuously labeled.
Do NOT allow the likes of Bega Cheese to hide their halal certification label inside their
 packaging, or Cadburys and myriads of others not to label at all.
d). Recommend significant fines against those suppliers of products who refuse to add
 such labels to their product packaging.
e). Phase in (over a realistic period of say 3 years) a requirement for retailers to display
 non-Halal products in separate sections remote from halal products.
f). Enforce legislation that prevents discrimination against non-Muslims in the work force.
g). Provide all these measures in recognition of the rights of 97+% of our population and
 94+% of our trading partners who import our products.

Thank you
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From: Vincent Byrne 
Sent: Tuesday, 14 July 2015 9:10 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: SENATE INQUIRY INTO FOOD CERTIFICATION SCHEMES

To whom it may concern 

I object strongly to HALAL CERTIFICATION as SHARIA LAW introduced by stealth.
This is a religious tax imposed on non Muslims as the manufactures pass the certification
 fee on to the consumer.
There is conclusive evidence HALAL tax income is financing  terrorist organisations.
HALAL CERTIFICATION is not regulated and fees collected unaccountable, it is an ISLAMIC
 SCAM.

I expect the government to ban HALAL CERTIFICATION or make Muslim organisations pay
 producers to carry their HALAL logo. 

Vincent BYRNE 
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From: 
Sent: Tuesday, 14 July 2015 9:34 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Senate inquiry into third party certification of food.

Thankyou for the opportunity to have some input into this inquiry,
 These are 4 points I would like to be considered.

 Firstly, all products that are certified by a third party need to be clearly labelled as such, not
 just a small marking on the back, a large label on the front at least 20mm across.(depending on
 product size, of coarse) so that consumers can easily choose to buy or not buy the product.

 Secondly, certification should be limited to products where something extra has been done
 to certify that product, ie, if a product is naturally halal (water, dairy products etc) it should not be
 allowable to charge a certification fee on that product.

 Thirdly, all parts of the certification process in Australia need to be checked to ensure the
 humane treatment and slaughter of animals. Religion should not come before the ethical treatment of
 animals.

 Fourthly, I think that third party food certification is just a money making scam that has no
 other use other than to raise money that will, in no way, benefit the majority of Australians and should
 be banned altogether.

 Thankyou
 Brian Goldsmith
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Senate Standing Committees on Economics 

 My submission relates to halal certification schemes as regards 
Fees, Labelling and Impact on Consumers. 

 

FEES:    Halal certification fees amount to a disguised tax as it becomes a 
cost to the manufacturer/producer and this extra cost is passed on to 
the unwitting consumer. There is no transparency as to the authenticity, 
authority or financial records of the certification companies. 

 

LABELLING:    I have a booklet which lists the companies paying for halal 
certification (Halal Choices Shopping guide). It includes a comprehensive 
checklist of almost every food item available in the supermarket and fast 
food outlets. It has become a near impossibility to avoid brands which 
are associated with halal certification. Despite this wide coverage I 
search in vain for any labelling on items as diverse as salt, cocoa, flour, 
cheese, milk, bread, chicken and meat. Surely this is a contravention of 
regulations covering labelling. 

 It is claimed that labelling is necessary so that muslims can identify halal 
food yet manufacturers seem unwilling to label which undermines that 
argument. I want labelling made mandatory so that I can choose to 
avoid halal certified food.  

 

IMPACT ON CONSUMERS:     Halal certification has spread rapidly 
without the benefit of public discussion or consultation. It has been 
imposed arbitrarily on the 97.5% non-muslim population of Australia. 

I object to animal slaughter carried out in a sharia compliant religious 
ritual. The non-muslim population has no choice about the origin of beef, 
lamb and chicken given the ubiquity of halal –certified facilities. 

A fruit juice supplier has reported to me that the supermarket duopoly   
will  only carry his products on condition of halal certification. This reeks 
of extortion and protection rackets.  

Joan Marks,  mob.  
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From: Shaun Smith 
Sent: Tuesday, 14 July 2015 10:46 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Important

To the Senate Committee on Third Party Certification.

To All Concerned,
I am a consumer, a Tax payer, An Employed hard working Australian Born Citizen. I am a family man, have a
 Mortgage, and 2 young children, one whom requires ongoing medical prescriptions. I am also someone who
 like many Australians has been raised in the traditions of Christianity, namely Anglican in my case,and I have a
 fairly strong grasp on biblical scripture.
There are certifications on foodstuffs at present that are completely un- necessary and are contributing, whether
 minutely or greatly to costs of day to day product purchases in today's market. As a consumer it is outrageous
 for these costs to cumulatively increase our cost of living expenses over time. Some are helpful certifications
 others are no more than pointless revenue raising. My major concern is with Halal Certification. I am finding
 that too many ridiculous products are receiving this particular certification, and for me, the method for
 slaughter is not humane, does not comply with Australia's grass roots history of Judaism/Christian  values and
 social structure, since animal husbandry, respect and proper treatment isn't being carried out in accordance with
 Australian Laws, and the publics expectations.
Islam is not what it seems. It has the guise of being all about God. But it's not the same notion of God from the
 Holy Bible.
Islam is not for me, not ever. I am hoping that common sense and logic will rule this issue right. There are so
 many people putting through similar concerns, and reasoning behind their concerns. I have found in my own
 experience trying to discuss these problems with work peers etc that, because most Australians have good
 'christian' morals, they are very biblically unaware. So they simply dismiss it as just some kind of religious
 Mumbo jumbo! Of 12 people I work with, only 1 other person really gets it, and 1 gets it but doesn't think
 anything can be done about it.
I truly hope he is incorrect, and that our Government will act according to the truths that are coming to light
 from what stealthily has infected our food supply, services and an extra tax on our nation collectively. Thank
 you all for your sincere, careful and thorough investigation into all facets of all certifications. S.Smith. 

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au
mailto:Natasha.Rusjakovski@aph.gov.au
mailto:srsmith1971@hotmail.com
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          Daryl Collins-Roe 
            
           
 
 
 

Third Party Certification Of Food 
 
 
Senate Standing Committees on Economics 
PO Box 6100 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600 
 
economics.sen@aph.gov.au 
 
Member of the Standing Committee. 
 
I make this submission because of my concerns over the Halal certification processes in place in 
Australia at present.   The following dot points will adequately address my concerns. 
 

1. The Public has a right to know the recipients of, and use of money obtained by a religious 
impost on food.   The committee should investigate the disposition of funds from Halal 
branding, and ensure that the public are fully aware that at present private operators gain 
financial advantage from all goods purchased using this brand. 

 
2. There is a link between Islamic terrorism and funding from Halal schemes.  The committee 

should investigate this aspect. 
 

3.  I have no objection per se to Halal branding, if it is open and transparent.   In Indonesia and 
Malaysia, both largely Muslim population neighbours, the Government controls the halal 
scheme.    This should be applied in Australia with the funds paid by companies to comply with 
Halal branding go to a fund to investigate and legally process punitive measures on mosques 
that encourage Muslim terrorist activities. 

 
4. If 2% of our population can demand Halal certification, and be supported in this by the 

government, to my way of thinking this in itself is discriminatory by giving an advantage to one 
form of religion. 

 
5. There must be an enquiry by the committee into companies possibly being co-erced into paying 

for the Halal brand on their produce.  
 

6. Australians must be made aware of the placement of Halal foods in supermarkets, perhaps with 
special areas set aside for display of Halal compliant food.   

 
Thank you   
 Daryl Roe   

mailto:economics.sen@aph.gov.au
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From:  
Date: Sat, Jul 4, 2015 at 3:43 PM
Subject: deep concerns with halal labelling
To: 

To the Senate Inquiry:

Third party certification of food.

Dear Sir / Madam, 

I am writing this submission to put forward my deep concerns with the certification of
 halal food labelling.

I am truly appalled that so many foods including many that are naturally halal have this
 certification. These foods include  vegemite, milk, butter, salt, sugar, honey, etc.
I am required to read labels to ensure my needs are being met and I fail to see why the
 muslim population can not also read the labels, I am sure thay are as capable as I am.
 I also find it concerning that a number of companies are halal certified and have removed
 the labelling from their food items ie Cadbury chocolates, most sugars, and many Kraft
 products  among others This makes a nonsense that the labelling is to allow mulims to be
 confident food is permissable for them.
 I object in the strongest possible manner to supporting mosques and islamic schools which
 we have been informed,  is where any money made from certification is going to. I wish to
 choose my own charities and not be forced to pay at the checkout. I do not think in a
 multicultural, multi racial and multi faith society, we should have any religious labelling
 at all, to do so would surely insult another faith.

I am extremely unhappy that some faiths require animals slaughtered in ways that a
 civilized country should surely not be condoning, we no longer live in the middle ages
 where religious ritual went before animal welfare. Australia should not allow  Reversible
 Stun or as I understand in some cases no stun at all, this is beyond cruel with the poor
 creatures taking 60 seconds to minutes to finally 'bleed out' causing pain and fear.

I also would like to ask why the discrimination allowing muslim men only, to work in
 these abbotoirs and who exactly are certifying them as sane which is a prerequisite?  

Muslims were able to eat previous to certification which has only been around for possibly
 30 years.

This certification seems to me to have been stealthily introduced and it is only in recent
 times we, the consumer have been made aware of just how far this rort has gone, with
 transport and factories also being halal certified along with womens hygenic products,
 haircuts!!!! and clothing.

mailto:margiesincoe@gmail.com
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au
mailto:margiesincoe@gmail.com
mailto:sen@aph.gov.au


We do need to know what is in the product and where the ingredients come from ie .AU
 .UK .NZ 

Is it also true that The halal “business” is a charitable organisation and pays no tax?

I do not believe halal has any place in Australia.

Thank you, and I ask that my details are not made public please. 

Contact phone  
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From: 
Sent: Wednesday, 15 July 2015 12:13 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: halal food certificaton

To the Senate inquiry into food certification schemes

I have only one concern and that is with Halal certification

This is a religious tax imposed on the 97% of Australians who are not Muslims

Australia is a secular society and is not ruled by religious law or Sharia law which is the only law
 Muslims are allowed to obey

We are also a user pays society so if Muslims want Halal food let them do what anyone else who
 wants special food will do open their own supply chain without imposing it on the 97% who do
 not want it

Muslims only have to say the word Bismalla over almost all food to eat it. How do you think they
 lived before this Halal racket was imposed ?

All Muslims pay a percentage of their income to their religious leaders to help the spread of
 Islam and an example of how they do it is on the news every night, so this tax is helping this
 work

It is simple, Halal certification is a Racket and needs to be scraped along with all the other special
 treatment given to Muslims as it all represents the imposition of Sharia law on Australians

I would like my name withheld as I like my head where it is

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au
mailto:Natasha.Rusjakovski@aph.gov.au
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Senate Standing Committees on Economics 15 July 2015 
PO Box 6100 , Parliament House,  
Canberra, ACT 2600  

Dear Committee Members, 

THIRD PARTY CERTIFCATE FOOD INQUIRY 

In relation to points a, b, c, d,f & g of the Inquiry's terms of reference, my comments relate to Halal Certification Schemes 
(except where reference is made to ritual slaughter where my comments relate to both Halal and Kosher).  Unlike Organic 
& Kosher products which are easily identified on supermarket shelves, Halal certified products are not.  

a. the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not limited to, schemes
related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and general food safety certification schemes;

Halal certification in Australia is unregulated and uncontrolled. Indonesia, with 210 million Muslims, 85% of the population, 
has one government appointed halal certifying body.  Australia with 500,000 Muslims, 2.2% of the population, has 33 
listed halal certifiers; Islamic incorporated associations (15 certifiers) and private companies or businesses (18 certifiers) 
all carrying different symbols and standards.  

According to Islam, everything is ‘halal’ (permitted) unless there is proof that it is ‘haram’ (forbidden). Haram relates only 
to; blood, alcohol, meat or any products from a forbidden animal, including pigs and any carnivorous animals or birds or 
prey or meat or any products of an animal that has not been slaughtered in the correct manner in the name of Allah. Halal 
certification in Australia works on the exact opposite principle, i.e. everything is ‘haram’ unless it is declared by the 
certifiers to be halal.  

There are currently hundreds and hundreds of Australian products that carry certification although they are naturally 
‘halal’ e.g. fresh herbs, water, flour, chocolate, cream, butter, bread, honey, fish, sugar, vegetables, fruit and nuts & grains 
(wheat, rice, rye, barley, oats etc).   

In addition, non-food products are also being certified. Examples are; halal underwear and panties, sanitary pads, 
cosmetics, knives and forks, ink, sex toys, clothing, swimming pool salt, soap, dishwashing powder, resins and the list 
grows daily.  

Lastly, you have the ‘crazy’ items that carry certification in Australia’s domestic market; e.g. dog food, cat food, hot cross 
buns, Easter eggs and baby formula. Only today, I was advised that Mitani, a South Australian company had certified 
their ‘pork’ crackling salt.  

Clearly, there is something very wrong with the way the system is currently operating when products that are naturally 
halal are being certified, and non-food products are also receiving certification.   

b. current labelling requirements of food certification schemes;

Current labelling schemes are inadequate because they are voluntary. As a consequence, more and more companies are 
choosing not to display the logo. Presently, it is impossible for consumers to find out if products are halal certified. I have 
emailed many companies up to three times receiving no response. I have also rung those companies, and while they 
promise someone will call back they never do. Also, in the vast majority of cases, no information regarding certification is 
available on their websites.  

c. the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees;

I believe in free trade, and if  Australian businesses choose to certify their products when certification is not necessary, 
then that is their prerogative. However, as a consumer, I am entitled to clear, unambiguous labelling so that I can make 
an informed decision on what products I choose to buy.  I do not want to pay for certification fees when it is a requirement 
necessary for only  2% of the population. Food in Australia, especially Western Australia, is expensive enough. There are 
currently hundreds of Australian companies who have chosen to certify their products but do not display the logo. Why 
would  a company pay for certification fees and not display the logo? How do their ‘target market’ i.e. the Islamic 
community know that their products are permissible to eat?  

If the Islamic community requires food certification, then it needs to be ’user pays’. A simple solution is mandatory 
labelling on all packaging, which will allow all consumers to make informed buying decisions and clear up the current 
discontent.  In addition, supermarkets need to have Halal/Kosher/GM/Organic sections for ease of identification by 
consumers. Lastly, company websites need to clearly advise consumers that their products carry certification.  



d. whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make informed
purchasing decisions;

Current information available to Australian consumers is inadequate. There needs to be the immediate introduction 
of  compulsory labelling of all halal certified foods and ritually slaughtered meat so that consumers can make informed 
buying decisions.  

In addition to compulsory labelling, all meat that has been slaughtered according to religious beliefs (Halal or Kosher) 
needs to be labelled either: 

1. Ritually Slaughtered where no stun has been used; and

2. Halal Slaughtered where a reversible stun has been used.

Nearly ALL abattoirs in  Australia are now slaughterhouses where either ritual slaughter is the norm, i.e. NO STUNNING, 
or REVERSIBLE STUNNING is used, rather than traditional stunning that renders the animal irreversibly unconscious 
and permanently insensitive to pain. Reversible stunning is completely unacceptable given that the animal regains 
consciousness within 15 seconds, but is unable to move or vocalize its pain while it is being bled out.   
All meat sold in Coles, Woolworths and most IGA stores has been  ritually slaughtered and is UNLABELLED.  To me, it is 
abhorrent and completely unacceptable that ritually slaughtered meat is not labelled in either supermarkets or any of the 
butchers in my local area.    

f. the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and returns to producers;

While certification is required for some exports, what is happening in the Australian domestic market has nothing to do 
with exports.   

For your information, more than 70% of all chicken, slaughtered in Australia is slaughtered according to Sharia Law i.e. 
Islamic principles and rituals, yet only 2% of the consumers are Muslim. Most chicken meat produced in Australia is 
consumed locally, with just under 5 per cent being exported primarily to South Africa, Philippines, Hong Kong, Singapore, 
Papua New Guinea & the South Pacific Islands (DAFF, 2011) The Australian Chicken Meat Indusrty: An Indusrty Profile, 
(AMCF Inc March 2015). These are not even primarily Muslim countries. This means that nearly all chicken meat 
produced in Australia is eaten in Australia. 

Baiada/Steggles and Ingham have more than 70% of the market share and all of their chickens are certified. Other 
companies like Red Lea also pay certification fees. How is it that Baiada/Steggles and Ingham are paying certification 
fees when only 2% of the population is Muslim  and just under 5% of chicken meat is exported?  

g. the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including, but not limited to,
certification processes, fees and financial records; and any related matters.” 

Halal certification is now ~ a 2.5 trillion dollar industry worldwide. The Australian Government needs to ensure  
transparency of all organisations and institutions in Australia regardless of their religious or economic standings. The non-
transparency of halal certification, its corporate complexity, profits and distribution of its fees can no longer continue to be 
sanctioned solely by the religious clerics and the Australian Federation of the Islamic Council. Nor can it continue to be 
shrouded in secrecy and protected from disclosure. I am at a loss to understand how halal certifiers, who receive tax free 
status are able to conduct such large scale commercial businesses without accountability.  

There is now ample evidence in the public arena both in Australia and overseas to support the theory that funds from 
halal certification do go to some dubious causes / charities. In fact, the Islamic Council of Western Australia in the last 
paragraph of their President’s Report  (Annual Report 2013), stated “During the year ICWA had made ongoing donations 
to Syria because of the difficult civil conditions. The donations were through Al Imdaad Charity to ensure that no 
recriminations could be directed at the ICWA”. ICWA President's Report 2013  

Lastly, this is not about racism, and quite frankly, I’m getting tired of that comment. This is about free choice, and I choose 
not to donate to the Islamic religion, just as the Islamic religion would not donate to my Christian church. Once again, if 
companies choose to carry halal certification, that is their prerogative. All I’m asking for is mandatory labelling to enable 
me to make an informed buying decision.  

Thank you for considering my submission, 

Erin Livingston 

http://www.chicken.org.au/industryprofile/downloads/the_australian_chicken_meat_industry_an_industry_in_profile.pdf
http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:aLGpAavhs-sJ:www.islamiccouncilwa.com.au/presidents-report/+&cd=1&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=au
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An inquiry into third party certification of food. 
It is probably redundant to make a submission when many others will cover the 
same ground.  I believe all certification should be universal and Government 
supervised.  Ad Hoc certification should be user pays, not general consumer. 

a. the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not limited to, schemes 
related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and general food safety certification schemes; 

b. current labelling requirements of food certification schemes; 
c. the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees; 
d. whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make informed purchasing 

decisions; 
e. details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and the potential for these to 

impact on prices for consumers; 
f. the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and returns to producers; 
g. the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including, but not limited to, 

certification processes, fees and financial records; and any related matters. 

a. The need for extraneous certification is not needed if the normal Federal, 
State and Local inspectors are doing their job.  All certification should be run 
on Australia wide standards.  If any additional body does it they should pay 
the producer, not the unwitting consumer. 
 

b. Current labelling is inadequate.  
 

c. If and only if special certification is needed, then the body should be 
identifiable and contactable. 
 

d. The current system is not giving enough information. 
 

e. It a group of consumers need special certification then they should pay to 
have their needs met, not the consumer as a whole. 
 

f. Australia is a known clean well regulated supplier.  No certification is needed 
for export.  In some cases it could result in rejection of the product by local 
consumers, as in the Halal group is causing now among most people I know. 
 

g. If there must be any additional bodies then full audit and openness is 
required. 

 
Kind regards Roger Sides. 
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From: 
Sent: Wednesday, 15 July 2015 10:02 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: THIRD PARTY INQUIRY

0490051094

15/07/2015

PLEASE WITHHOLD MY PERSONAL DETAILS FROM PUBLICATION

Dear Sir/Madam

RE THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATION FOOD INQUIRY

My concern regarding labeling is with HALAL.  I would like to know why companies are
 certifying their products then not labeling them so their target customer base knows they
 are halal.  Surely this defeats the purpose of certifying ones product.

    the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not
 limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and
 general food safety certification schemes;

The extent of certification re halal has become so widespread it is becoming difficult to
 find many staple foods that are not H.Certified. In fact, one of the certifiers Mohammad
 ElMouelhy is quoted as saying on facebook "eat halal and like it or starve"   A quick look
 at www.halalchoices.com.au certainly backs up how widespread this is.

 current labelling requirements of food certification schemes;

The current labeling for halal certified products is almost non existent how the target
 market knows what to buy is baffling to say the least.   My guess is Muslims know what

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au
mailto:Natasha.Rusjakovski@aph.gov.au
http://www.halalchoices.com.au/


 they are and not allowed to eat and dont require any certification nor a label on their food. 
 However for the rest of us, we have no idea what is certified and if we want to avoid
 supporting this religious practice its certainly very difficult. 

 the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees;

It is imperative that all products are labeled.  Every company that pays a fee  to a muslim
 organisation must be prepared to stand behind their marketing campaign by labeling their
 product.  As a consumer it is our right to make choices about the food we buy and who we
 support with our wallets. 

    details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and the
 potential for these to impact on prices for consumers;

Customers are entitled to know how much certification schemes cost.  The kosher labeling
 scheme, even though it impacts hardly at all on the normal every day Australian consumer
 has its fees available online for everyone to see.  There is no secrecy.  Halal-c is
 completely the opposite.  There is no way to know how much fees are paid and where
 those fees may end up.  

In Canada there was the case of a Halal -C supporting Hammas.  Fees from Australian
 Halal Schemes go to the MUI in Indonesia, where the money goes from there is unknown.

    the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and
 returns to producers;

The export claims re certification appear to be supported by only AQIS as a government
 body, and only with regard to meat products. It needs to be said however that there are
 also many claims of 'all' halal items are for export and many billions of dollars are at stake
 if halal is curtailed in any way. Logic dictates these claims are full of unsubstantiated
 exaggeration, if the figures 'claimed' are applied, Australia is supposed to be exporting
 sufficient amounts to actually feed and cloth nearly 20% of world demand, a highly
 unlikely situation. Some published export figures show very minor amounts at stake, with
 regard to general halal product. However, any and all export product is clearly 'not
 domestic' product. There should be no reason export products demand or cause the same
 treatment on local domestic product. The proviso being any and all processing for export
 firstly meets Australian law and standards, particularly animal welfare laws. If any
 company desires the export business, then do so under Australian Law and guidelines, and
 provide a separate and clearly defined domestic product, if local religious status is
 required, do so with it clearly and prominently labelled as such and a separate product line
 for any non religious affected product, with all added costs charged only to the end user.

    the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including,
 but not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any related
 matters.

The extent and adequacy of information available to the public is almost zero, because of
 the aforementioned non disclosure agreements and seemingly across the board reticence to
 'own' any certification. Any information offered by Islamic organisations is often offered
 as halal is not anything to worry about and is good for everyone. This is absolutely wrong,
 and is deceitful as to the religious nature of halal status. What is absolute fact is that both



 Halal and Kosher are wholly religious practices and are matters of faith and subsequently
 belief. There are no scientific or medical reasons, nor any implied health benefits to be
 gained from either dogma, that is not already inherent to foods prepared under Australian
 standards.

As an adjunct to these guidelines, there is a substantial and extremely important aspect
 completely ignored by the terms of reference, and indeed should be at the head of all
 points reference. That is as mentioned above, Halal and Kosher are wholly and only a
 religiously controlled subset of their laws, and are only religiously decreed beliefs. There
 have been arguments forwarded that halal is not forced on anyone, as the companies chose
 to contract with certification bodies. I assert that when we are not informed of this, and
 when no clear alternatives are offered, and the products had non religious status well
 before this recent scheme started, we are in reality having halal or kosher, imposed on us,
 without consent.

To act and believe in being 'inclusive' works two ways, by 'including' all consumers in a
 single halal certified product, with no clear alternative, is in reality imposing the religious
 status on everyone. This is in direct contravention of our religious discrimination laws.
 This is either a misguided and possible deceitful argument provided to manufacturers by
 the certification bodies, or a completely arrogant and highly offensive assumption it is OK
 to 'include' non religious customers in this religious requirement.

A further final aspect to fees, certification and religious content, is that all fees are payable
 to religious, tax exempt bodies, bar one or two privately 'supposed experts'. One should be
 asking how and why non disclosure agreements are being allowed within the context of
 tax free religious bodies, these would seem to be a 'commercial' construct and only
 available to commercial transactions. Secondly, all funds are utilised only to the use of the
 specific religion, and are yet drawn from the widest possible section of society, and is in
 this fact using non muslims or jews if applicable to fund a religion without knowledge or
 consent. This is to me an offensive and illegal abuse of consumer trust.

A last insight re the halal scheme, must surely be breaching nearly every discrimination
 law we have. It is well published fact that only muslims, predominantly males, are
 allowed to render animals as halal. What this has meant is that all abattoirs and meat
 processors requiring halal for export are employing only muslims for all their works, i.e.
 for both export and domestic markets. There are published advertisements specifying this
 requirement of religious status. A consequence of this is that many jobs have been lost to
 normal everyday workers. Adding up the numbers of workers lost and discriminated
 against because of this religious requirement would be in the thousands, and I know in
 certain areas of QLD these religious workers are 457 visa entrants. This is abhorrent
 behavior by business, and equally shameful behavior by the govt. in fully allowing this. 



Of recent times there have also been calls by certain islamic org's to have only muslim
 workers on all logistics of operation, from farm to plate so to speak, to 'ensure' the halal
 status. This is clearly in breach of our workplace and discrimination laws, and as yet no
 gov.t spokesperson has intervened.

It is my view we will at some stage be asked to prove any assertions, and in particular a
 very convoluted dance is being used to totally avoid the religious significance of halal.
 There are moves afoot to change sections of the constitution to avoid any legal challenges
 in regard to religious based policies, and their effects on this process.

I believe we will need to insist with absolute conviction that halal is wholly and only an
 islamic religious practice and should never in any circumstances be allowed to be imposed
 on any non muslim in any way nor for any reason intentional or not, and that doing so is
 an offensive breach of our discrimination laws.

I may have a simplistic view of this, but when no clear alternatives are available, and little
 if any information and warnings are given, and the affected products were originally
 religion free, we are in real terms being forced to accepting an alien and unwanted
 religious practice. This may become a legal fight.

We have the situation in Australia where almost all meat and all chicken are HALAL
 slaughtered and HALAL certified.   According to the latest livestock studies this is not the
 best way of slaughtering meat and it doesnt give the best product.   I would also like to
 point out having only muslim slaughter men is against our discrimination laws.

As a consumer, I have purchased halal choices phone app and i can assure you no halal-c
 products have been included in my shopping list in the last 7 months since I found out
 about what I consider a huge scam.   All of these products should carry a huge HALAL
 label big enough for older people to see.

It is my understanding and granted im not a scholar of Islam but my understanding is
 Sharia law is the legal arm of Islam and when living in an islamic land where Sharia law
 is deemed to be the legal framework of that country that is what everyone abides by. 
 However,  we are NOT living under sharia, we do not have a pluralistic legal framework
 in this country (even though AFIC has tried to have sharia legalised)  but the fact is we are
 not under sharia and HALAL-c does not apply to muslims living in Australia.  So why are
 we suffering with halal certification?

I understand from AFIC websites and other Islamic websites the money collected through
 the HALAL scheme is used to build more mosques as well as look after the current ones,
 it pays for Islamic colleges and schools (as well as us the taxpayers funding them) and yet
 STILL mosques call for donations to build new mosques and schools.  So where DOES



 the halal money go?   I have read an abattoir was quoted $27,000 a month to be certified..
 where does THAT money go?

I ask the government to do the will of the people and get rid of HALAL foods out of
 Australia just like they have in Sri Lanka. 

Thank you
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From:  
Sent: Wednesday, 15 July 2015 11:00 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Spam: Third Party Certification Inquiry Submission

To
Senate Standing Committees on Economics 
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600
From

15/07/2015
PLEASE WITHHOLD MY PERSONAL DETAILS.

RE : Third party certification of food.

Dear Sir/Madam,

Please accept my submission to the Third Party Certification Inquiry, in particular
 Halal Certification. I have questions, concerns and issues in regards to the
 Muslim/Islamic Halal certification of food products, prepared and processed
 meals, non food products, transport and associated industries, here in Australia. I
 personally do not have any issues with people of certain religious faiths practicing
 their own ideologies, the issues I am facing are that I am being forced to support
 another persons religious beliefs and that they are encroaching upon my own
 beliefs and way of living.

Halal certification/registration comes at a cost to the manufacturer of the product
 which can range from thousands to tens of thousands per month, to maintain the
 certification. This cost is passed on to the consumer, who in turn, through the
 purchase of halal certified products, is supporting a religious belief that they may
 either not support or not wish to follow.

The funds raised from Halal certification are used strictly for Islamic interests
 either locally or overseas therefore the funding from any purchase that I make of
 any halal certified product is insidiously causing me to support the Muslim/Islamic
 ideology. Regardless of whatever ideology or faith I choose to follow, by
 expressing my freedom of choice in not following or supporting any religion or
 ideology, makes me neither a racist nor a bigot. Being labeled as such is actually
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 bigoted and hateful in of it-self and displays a high degree of intolerance.

Products that are not clearly marked as halal certified takes away my freedom of
 choice in being able to choose to not purchase halal certified products. This
 practice would seem to be nothing more than a form of religious tax, as how
 would anyone following the Islamic ideology be able to identify that product as
 halal. The fact that the product seller pays for the certification, but does not
 present the label on the product is highly misleading to myself and the Australian
 community.

Halal certification is not an essential requirement for the Muslim/Islamic ideology.
 A person following Islam can recite a prayer, Bismillah, to make their meal Halal.
 Therefore certification on our food products is an unwarranted cost upon the
 consumer.

In regards to prepared or processed meals, I do have the option of either going to
 a different restaurant or preparing my own meals. I do not have this option for
 example, when purchasing milk, chocolate, vegemite, etc. I am a medically
 diagnosed Coeliac and I must have a gluten free diet. I am the one paying extra
 for certified gluten free products, not people able to eat gluten. So it should be if
 you want Halal certified foods you should pay the extra costs.

Halal certification is placing an encroachment on myself and my family in that;

• By lack of clear halal certification on products I am being denied freedom of
 choice.

• I can now no longer enjoy food products that I have been eating all my life.

• As more and more products, ranging from pet foods to prophylactic’s, are being
 halal certified my choice in products is becoming limited.

• Being forced to go without certain products as there is no alternative non halal
 certified product available.

Also as an individual;

• My choice of not supporting a religion/ideology that I do not believe in, be it
 financially or otherwise via either increased product cost, tax deduction or any
 other method, has been taken away.

• I am being labelled either a racist or a bigot in expressing my freedom of choice
 in not supporting a religion / ideology that I choose not to follow.

• As the guarantee, not assurance, of the use of said funds cannot be provided, I
 have grave concerns in how these funds may be used in supporting those that
 wish to do harm to Australians.

I would like these issues addressed by the Minister responsible by either any or all
 of the following options ;



* the cost of halal certification to be borne by the halal certifier , or

* the Government takes control of Halal certification at a minimum charge to
 companies and use this money        

for the benefit of all Australians, not just Muslims.

* that all products that are halal certified are clearly marked/labelled as such.

* a full and thorough audit is undertaken of the halal certification industry to ensure
 that funds raised are not used against Australia’s interests and Her citizens.

Again please note that in not supporting another persons religious belief I am not
 saying that they do not have a right to follow a faith of their own choosing. It is in
 our Australian Constitution that we all have the freedom of following our own
 beliefs without having the beliefs of others forced upon us.
In sincerity and respect,
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From: Vic Garland  
Sent: Wednesday, 15 July 2015 11:55 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: submission issue

HALAL CERTIFICATION IS FORCED ON US WHETHER WE LIKE IT ORNOT.

The funds paid by suppliers that get Halal certification go to Islam, and the cost is passed on
 to consumers. This funding going to Islam, worldwide, nets them in the order of $2.3 Trillion
 p/a worldwide, and disappears into their big bottomless money hungry machine, no wonder
 ISIL is so wealthy. Personally I don't care about certification, or its details, or what else it
 does,.....However, while ever only one cent of my hard earned money is going to support
 Islam in any way or form, I will NOT Purchase Halal certified products....I am aware that
 reduces my choices considerably, by that, I mean an estimated less than 50% of items on the
 shelf are available to me, every time I go to the supermarket I am reminded of what I cannot
 purchase, and that successfully increases my hate level of the Islamic intrusion into my life
 and my life style, as it creeps further and further across the globe, and especially into this
 country. All the more reason for the ill feeling and the hate rising against these invaders, by
 myself and by many others suffering the same fate because of these evil doers against
 mankind....This is taking away my freedom in my country even more than ever, this practice
 by these invaders has to be stopped...what I eat has become very limited because of this,
 that is not a choice about what I eat, it is a choice about funding Islam, the scourge of the
 earth. IT IS EXTORTION.....SOON, FOR ME TO STOP FUNDING ISLAM VIA THIS HALAL
 TAX COMPLETELY IN ANY FORM, MEANS I WILL BE GOING HUNGRY, EXCEPT FOR
 WHAT I CAN GROW IN MY BACKYARD. IT HAS TO BE STOPPED.
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From:  
Sent: Thursday, 16 July 2015 12:29 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third party certification enquiry submission

16-07-15

Sir/Madam,

I would like my name withheld .I am writing about halal certification and my desire for it to be abolished.  I
 choose not to support a religion that I do not agree with or follow. I do not want my grocery money going to a
 religious group that I find offensive. The money collected from certification only benefits the certifiers and the
 muslim community,  not everyone in the wider community. 

 There is very limited choice of food and products to choose from that have not been certified. Certification is
 on products that are already halal eg. , sugar, flour , dairy. that don't need certification. Halal certified meat
 needs to have better labelling so consumers know if animal has been religiously slaughtered. The labelling is
 either not on products or is hidden, which is deceptive. If muslims want certified food than hiding halal symbol
 makes no sense and benefits no one other than who is making money off consumers.

Halal certification discriminates against every other religious group or atheists, buy not having alternatives
 especially for their needs.

Halal certification discriminates against non muslims and women by only employing based on gender and
 religious preference.

If muslims want halal certification than muslims should pay.  When under 3% of Australias population is
 muslim  the other 97% of non muslims  shouldn't have to fund any other persons religious choice.

All products have ingredients labelled on them and should be sufficient for muslims to read and make their
 own decision on weather they can eat it or not or they could just bless it before eating. All food and groceries
 should be available to every one not only cater to one religious group at the expense of all others .

Thankyou

Email sent using Optus Webmail
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It would be appreciated if you could withhold my name from publication.  

 

Before looking at the specific items of the Terms of Reference I think it only proper that the 
following section of the Australian Constitution be borne in mind:- 

 “COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA CONSTITUTION ACT - SECT 
116 

Commonwealth not to legislate in respect of religion 

                   The Commonwealth shall not make any law for establishing any 
religion, or for imposing any religious observance, or for prohibiting the 
free exercise of any religion, and no religious test shall be required as a 
qualification for any office or public trust under the Commonwealth.” 

It should also be mentioned that all comments, unless otherwise stated, refer to products 
produced and/or manufactured in Australia.   

A.  
The extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not 
limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food 
and general food safety certification schemes. 
 
 

Many foods are marked or labelled for health or dietary reasons -- “Lactose Free”, “Gluten 
Free”, “Fat free”, “Reduced Salt”, “Reduced Fat”, “Organic” etc. and often these declarations 
ensure a higher price. Whether or not they have been certified by “someone” is of little 
consequence because the consumer chooses what they want and pays for it. Similarly the 
“Heart Foundation” tick could be bracketed with the foregoing although this tick should not 
be bought. Genetically modified food should be readily identified by an appropriate label.     
 
My concern is with any religious certification.  
 
As can be seen, in part, from Section 116 of the Australian Constitution Act “The 
Commonwealth shall not make any law for establishing any religion or for imposing 
any religious observance” 

This is self explanatory; the Commonwealth WILL NOT force any religion on Australians.  

But, successive governments have permitted at least two (2) religions that of islam and 
judaism to impose their religion on the Australian people by way of the food that they 
consume. 

 

 



 

I have yet to see any product labelled “kosher”, maybe that is because of where I reside or 
perhaps there are few (if any) followers of judaism in the region .  

On the other hand “halal” is becoming notoriously known throughout Australia, even though 
it was unheard of before the early 1970’s. The “halal industry”, for that is what it is, coincides 
with the massive intake into Australia, in the last forty (40) years or so, of people from 
predominantly muslim countries. Now, in 2015, there are a multitude of islamic councils and 
islamic organisations selling “halal certification”.  

A large number of Australian food producers/manufacturers have allowed themselves to be 
persuaded to buy this “halal certification” (probably in the hope that it will increase their 
sales). A “certification” which is totally superfluous – it has nothing to do with health or 
government regulation. It is, pure and simple, a “religious tax” which is added to the 
production costs and recovered in the end price to the Australian consumer.  

Every Australian who purchases a “halal certified” item whether knowingly or not, for some 
are labelled whilst others are not, is contributing to the advancement of the religion of islam. 
In fact islamic websites pronounce that islam is more than a religion – it is a way of life. So 
we can safely say every Australians way of life is being encroached upon by the doctrines of 
islam.     

This is ludicrous! 

How governments can allow a “religion”, which represents less than 3% of the population, to 
“rip off” every Australian defies explanation.    

 

 

B.  

Current labelling requirements of food certification schemes. 

What are the current labelling requirements of food certification schemes? 

 It would appear there are none. 

 

C. 

The need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees. 

It should be a matter of urgency that the government legislate to force 
producers/manufacturers to label their products to show for what they have been “certified”.  



Australians need to know what they are purchasing and have the right to choose.  “Certified” 
products particularly those of some religion should not be thrust upon them by food 
producers/manufacturers. 

Also whilst on the subject of labelling, all products should have on their label COUNTRY of 
ORIGIN and if more than one then all countries should be listed. No more of this “made from 
local and imported ingredients”. 

D. 

Whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to 
make informed purchasing decisions.  

No they do not. 

Probably the majority of Australians were unaware of most of these “certifications” until 
recently and whilst many may accept them without question a far greater number do have 
questions hence this Senate Inquiry.  

E. 

Details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and 
the potential for these to impact on prices for consumers. 

First and foremost, producers/manufacturers should not be paying fees to any 
religion/organisation for “certification”. 

Producers/manufacturers already comply with government and/or health regulations therefore 
if some religion/organisation wants “extra” then they pay for it!  

But, at this time fees are being paid and it would be naive not to think that those fees are not 
factored into the end price. No matter how miniscule the amount per item, the consumer pays. 

F. 

The importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and 
returns to producers. 

As stated in “A” above “halal” came to Australia in the 1970’s and at that time related to red 
meat only. Perhaps this was because of an emerging market in the Middle East.   

But, “halal” has become a global industry for the muslim world raking in trillions of dollars 
each year. 

Because it is so entrenched it must be assumed that individual producers/manufacturers 
choose – or are coerced - to pay to secure muslim markets. If that is the case then it stands to 
reason that they should structure their operations to separate muslim markets from all others 
and recover all additional production costs incurred from their muslim customers.  



Of course it will be argued why should they separate their operations “it is all the same 
product” and having it certified and labelled in accordance with “whoever’s” requirement is 
of no consequence whether it is consumed internationally or domestically. 

Well, there is a consequence, the majority of Australians, do not want anything to do with 
islam be it because of their own religion or just because - they don’t want to. If 
producers/manufacturers want to cater to Australian muslims (a very small percentage of the 
population) then they should place the export product with selected retailers or “halal areas” 
in supermarkets - suitably labelled of course. 

G. 

The extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers 
including, but not limited to certification processes, fees and financial matters, and any 
related matters. 

“Certifiers” (islamic councils and islamic organisations) can be found on the web, if one is 
prepared to search, but establishing as to who (the individual/s) doing the “certifying” are, 
their qualifications and what they do to “certify” is nigh impossible.  

Fees – some fees are listed by some identities, some supposedly not for profit, but in the main 
fees are not known which leads to speculation (which may be correct) that the fees, 
particularly those paid by abattoirs, are exorbitant.  

Following on from the foregoing do these islamic councils/organisations declare their income 
and pay tax? There are a lot of unknowns as to the monies collected and where it goes, is it to 
fund mosques, islamic schools, islamic charities and even, indirectly, terrorism? Are there 
any donations to the non muslim community? 

Every Australian is paying this religious tax and has a right to know where it is spent. At least 
in one case it has made a “certifier” a millionaire, by his own admission, bragging on 
television. Rather pathetically he also stated “that halal certification keeps his wife in shoes”! 
Source – Channel 7 Today Tonight 7th March 2012. So much for religion! It is extortion.  

 

So ends my response to the “Terms of Reference” however I would like to add a couple of 
other observations. 

Some may endeavour to argue, again quoting, part of Section 116 of the Australian 
Constitution Act:-    

 “or for prohibiting the free exercise of any religion”.    

Implying muslims are being restricted in some way. This is nonsense, muslims are free to 
exercise their religion but that does not give them the right to impose that religion on others 
through “halal certification”. 

The government must regulate as soon as possible to put an end to this industry of “halal 
certification”. Alternatively food producers and/or manufacturers should self regulate to 



cease any “religious” certification on goods for consumption in Australia. As already 
mentioned in (F) above if they want to cater to the Australian muslim market then make the 
export product available – again suitably labelled. 

Remember this “halal certification” is a reasonably recent phenomenon and has exploded out 
of control with the intake of more and more followers of the islamic faith. 

It is fact, and successive governments of all persuasions, commonwealth, state and local, 
have let us down by catering to and appeasing minorities to the detriment of the silent 
majority (97% of the population) of Australians. 

This government has the opportunity to right the wrong.   

It should also be remembered that according to muslim beliefs they can make almost any 
food (maybe excluding pork, alcohol and perhaps a couple of others) “halal” by saying a 
prayer.  

In conclusion, I put two (2) questions to the followers of the islamic and jewish faiths in 
Australia and New Zealand – Do you ever eat and enjoy an Arnott’s biscuit? If so, how do 
you make them “halal” or “kosher”?  

Arnotts clearly state on their website quote Arnott’s does not certify its products sold 
in Australia or New Zealand based on any particular religious beliefs unquote.  

 

Thank you for the opportunity of tendering a submission on this very contentious and 
important issue. 
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Please find my submission into the senate enquiry in regards to certification for religious groups. 
Senate Standing Committees on Economics
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600
Food certification Halal.
 
This is an issue for the majority of the Australian population,who do not require halal certification on 
their food products,nor are even aware of this certification on each product they buy.
This problem  is wide spread and unfortunately  the majority of common known products are 
currently halal certified , from cat food to plastic wraps . Including food items that are naturally halal 
if need be ,such as bottled water, milk,honey as a small example, which demonstrates the actual 
rort.
It  is very difficult to find non halal certified alternatives, there is no sugar,salts, alternatives 
available ,this is how wide spread this scam is, 
It is very problematic with dairy and meat as well ,as most meats are slaughtered to the faith of 
Allah , while the majority of Australians do not require this slaughter , in fact it limits other religious 
faiths, as it is against their faith to consume foods prepared for a false god. 
  while the consumer is able to source some products that do not carry the halal certification ,it is 
more costly ,and limited , as it may not be supplied in the major food chain stores.
The major companies such as nestles claim that they absorb the cost of halal certification and do 
not pass the cost on to the consumer, it's a questionable issue, companies are signing a disclaimer 
so they are not able to say how much they even pay for this certification, and it has been leaked 
that some pay up to, but not limited to $27,000 per month,see food magazine 2010, so to suggest 
that this cost is not passed onto the unknowing consumer is ludicrous 
The cruelty that is now within Australian meat work industry is unacceptable, we have our laws,yet 
now they are able to use reverse stun 15 seconds , our cattle are now waking up dying , which 
wasn't the case before this halal scam , as we had use of full stun, most lamb and chicken  
slaughter houses now, are not using any stun system, so I ask the government how can they 
possibly condone such actions of inhumane killing of our animals, we have a responsibility to 
ensure that slaughter is done humanly.
Why is it that our Australian local meat  market is now predominately Halal slaughter, when the 
majority of us ,do not require this,in fact it is in breach of some religions. 
 once again sharia law is being allowed and actioned within our country, as halal slaughter is 
entwined with sharia law.
My other question would be How can a company advertise for halal slaughter men, without this 
being considered discrimination, when we have laws against such behaviour, yet considered 
acceptable for this group.
A seemingly small issue also in the case of gelatine, in Australia, this was made from pig , now it's 
made from beef, to make sure it's halal, that's only one small detail to indicate the extent in which 
we have been unknowingly forced to change our ways, just to appease a minority,and have sharia 
law enforced upon our people.



The question is also about the funds raised from this scam, As they are registered as a religious 
organisation, the money is therefor able to vanish, no tax ,no indication on where and who it funds, 
in other western  countries ,this money has been linked to supporting terror organisation groups, 
which is detrimental to world safety.
But on saying that,even if it may not fund the said organisations, I , like most Australians,resent  
being forced to contribute toward an ideology with each food product I purchase ,if I choose to 
contribute toward a church, it will be toward my own denomination, certainly not Islam. 
One could only imagine if the Catholic Church decided that food must follow the bibles religious 
guidelines, the uproar from the public would deafen the country, as Acts within our Christian bible 
clearly state that Christians must abstain from any food that has been prepared before  a false  
idol,this also affects other religious groups,not just Christians , another reason halal certification 
should not dominate our food market, 
 
To be forced to support any claimed religious organisation is against the Australian constitution 
section 116, and morally corrupt , there needs to be a clear line between church and state ,as halal 
is an entwined part of sharia law , so now we have an ideology making laws within a country that 
does not align with Islam .
Note what  the Quran clearly states,for those who follow this, so demonstration that there is no 
need for any certification.
[Quran 5:88] And eat from the good and lawful things that God has provided for you. You shall 
reverence God, in whom you are believers.
[Quran 22:30] Those who reverence the rites decreed by God have deserved a good reward at 
their Lord. All livestock is made lawful for your food, except for those specifically prohibited for you. 
You shall avoid the abomination of idol worship, and avoid bearing false witness.
[Quran 2:168] O people, eat from the earth's products all that is lawful and good, and do not follow 
the steps of Satan; he is your most ardent enemy.
[Quran 5:96] All fish of the sea are made lawful for you to eat. During pilgrimage, this may provide 
for you during your journey. You shall not hunt throughout the pilgrimage. You shall reverence God, 
before whom you will be summoned.
[Quran 2:172] O you who believe, eat from the good things we provided for you, and be thankful to 
God, if you do worship Him alone.
[Quran 5:93] Those who believe and lead a righteous life bear no guilt by eating any food, so long 
as they observe the commandments, believe and lead a righteous life, then maintain their piety 
and faith, and continue to observe piety and righteousness. God loves the righteous.
It is also stated from halal certifiers that this halal certification :makes our food cleaner: 
This is naive to suggest that food grown and prepared in Australia isn't to a set standard, we 
currently have HACCP , which clearly ensures that food is prepared,sold in a manner in which 
supports safety and cleanliness standards.and this is sufficient ,as it has much higher 
standards ,and is not about profiteering .
2:current labelling requirements of food certification schemes;
Currently , it is very difficult to tell if a product is halal certified, the current labelling requirements 
are inefficient,as the majority of certified halal products,do not have clear identification on the label, 
if they do,it may be microscopic ,and very difficult to see.
It may also be actually inside the wrapping, or only on a package box, an example of this is 
fish ,sold at the supermarket deli.so the consumer is unaware, and so are the staff . 
 some  companies are very deceptive in their attempt to hide this certification from the general 
public, it is quite apparent when you contact these companies to see if they are halal certified,often 
you will not receive a response to your enquiry,or be lied to, I have been called a racist ,on asking 
a butcher if their meat was halal slaughtered, so to find any transparency is near to impossible. 



I have experienced this on most occasions, when enquiring about halal certification.

3: the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees;

Companies who have halal certification  should be made to identify any certified product 
clearly ,and visible , not hidden in symbols or inside the pack.
Another example : supermarket beef,no indication that it is slaughtered in this inhumane way.

Letters from cattle farmers indicate that they are appalled at the actual slaughter process of their 
cattle, but are limited to whom they can sell their beef to due to most slaughter houses slaughter in 
this cruel manner. 

4:whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make informed 
purchasing decisions;

Due to the current practice of companies not clearly labelling ,or no labelling at all does not provide 
consumers with any purchase decisions, as it is not transparent , but hidden.
As many Australians have no idea about Halal certification, as there has been no media 
introduction,and it was quietly slipped into our food market,while some Australians do think that it is 
just related to meat, most are unaware of what it means.

5::details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and the 
potential for these to impact on prices for consumers;
There is not detail in regards to fees paid! nor onset costs involved, this allows for non 
transparency to take place, and the Australian consumer to be blind folded.
When contacting companies,any information in regards to this is not provided,they state that the 
certification fees are not passed on to the consumer,which clearly is a ridicules assumption, and 
not believable since business must make profit , but the relevance of the issue is, a small ,or large 
payment to Islam, is still a payment to Islam .

6: the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and returns to 
producers;

As in the Quran all foods are halal, except pork, and other meats which are slaughtered by other 
means.
Considering that there are companies that have a clear export market with products, yet not halal 
certified.
If companies persist that it's for the export market, well let them run 2 lines, one for export the other 
for the very important domestic market, as at a domestic level, we do not require halal certified 
foods or plastics,or sanitary items,or pet food.

7: the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including, but not 
limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any related matters.

Currently there are no transparent records, demonstrating fees, process and financial records 
made public. The action of this demonstrates a clear action to deceive . 
As I do not align with Islam ,it is removing my rights as an Australian, to be forced ,and tricked into 
funding Islam.

Thank you for your consideration
Heather Stewart
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From: 
Sent: Sunday, 19 July 2015 9:01 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third party certification of food

A Submission to the Senate Inquiry into Third Party Food Certification (Halal, Kosher,
 Organic and Genetically Modified Foods)

Senate Standing Committees on Economics
 Parliament House
 Canberra ACT 2600

To Whom it may concern.

As a practicing christian and the food buyer of the family I have some real problems with
 my freedom of choice when I go shopping. 

The Halal industry has taken over our supermarkets, butchers and now non food items as
 well. 

I have no objections to Muslims buying Halal food.

The problem is the Halal items are mostly not labelled and our freedom of choice and
 freedom to practise our different religions in Australia has been taken away from us.

We do not expect the Muslim community to support our churches so why in a country that
 is supposed to uphold freedom of religion are we forced to support the Islamic community
 in our food purchases?

I like the Commission to look into the Halal Certification of foods and products and see for
 themselves how many products are indeed Halal certified but have no labels informing the
 consumer. Is this freedom of religion?

The Halal slaughtering method should also be shown on all meat products whether it has
 been Halal certified or not.As people of different faiths and non faith we have a right to
 choose whether we want our meat, chicken fish or whatever blessed to the Islam god
 called Allah! 

The Halal certification has now encroached on products that are already naturally Halal
 and non edible products. This also needs to be looked at.

I don't expect the 3% Muslim community to fund other religions in Australia when they go
 shopping so why are the 97% of Australians forced to support the Muslim community
 through a Halal tax? This is discrimination. 

The Commission needs to seriously consider labelling all Halal products clearly. This
 includes Halal slaughtered products whether they have been halal certified or not.
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Every Australian has freedom of choice and freedom of religion and as it stands now Halal
 certification has taken our freedom of choice and freedom of our different religions away
 from us.

On closing I like to add that Halal Certification money is funding Islam. It is funding
 Islamic Mosques, Islamic schools etc. Halal Certification fees is funding a religion. Halal
 funding is discrimination against all other faiths and non faiths. I am not a Muslim so why
 should I donate my money to a faith I don't want anything to do with? If I want to donate
 to a charity or religion that is my personal choice, it should not happen when I go
 shopping for everyday food items. It is up to Muslims to fund they own schools and
 Mosques and not to expect the majority of Australians to help fund them.

Yours faithfully
Marina Schubert 
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Submission To Senate Inquiry Into Food Certification From Equal Cultures 
United. 

Introduction:   

  We are a group called Equal Cultures United, and we believe all people should be treated 
equally.  Our supporters come from different religions and ethnic groups – Hindu, Sikh, 
Catholic, African, Indian, European, Asian, and South American.  We formed this group as a 
result of the government facilitated inequalities that have started to spread where we live in 
the western suburbs of Melbourne.  One of these inequalities has been the emergence of 
religious certification of food, and this will be our focus, as it has no place in secular 
Australia. 

  We want to say from the start, that we have absolutely no issue with peoples’ rights to eat 
what they want.  Our Hindu supporter eats no meat at all as an example. We would also like 
to meet senator/s when they are in Melbourne. 

 Religious Certification opposes Multiculturalism.   

1.  Australia is a multicultural country that practises religious tolerance and equality. Many 
people enjoy different foods.  There is Chinese, Mexican, Continental, Indian, Sikh, Catholic 
(Easter egg, Easter Bunny) eccetra, foods, and none of these foods are certified.  Thus, why 
does religious certification only entail Halal/ Kosher food?  Are Jewish beliefs more 
important than Sikh beliefs?  

 2.  Australia is suppose to be a secular country where every culture/ religion is treated 
equally, yet religious certification contradicts this.  Is non-religious food unsafe? No. Is 
religious food unsafe? No.  Thus, why do we need religious certification? If Culture ‘A’ 
believes that food should be prepared one way, that is ok, but they should also respect that 
Culture ‘B’ may want food prepared in another way, instead of thinking their food 
preparation is better.  As a result, religious certification creates a tension, an inequality and 
intolerance between peoples’ beliefs.  We don’t need this in multicultural Australia.   
  

3.  If kosher food gets certified, then Sikh food must also be certified.  But to certify food for 
every religion is impractical, thus food needs to be made neutral to respect Australia’s 
secularity.  McDonalds in Brunswick East allegedly BANNED bacon so Islamic people are not 
offended, as it’s not Halal certified food.  Is this what the Australia government wants?  This 
is what religious certification is leading to – intolerance of culture in a multicultural country.  

4.  Australia is a multicultural country with equality and religious tolerance – so why does 
certification of food for one culture result in the banning of food for another culture?  100% 
of chocolates made in Australia by MARS Chocolates Australia (MCA) are kosher/ halal (as 
informed by MCA customer service) and all Cadbury chocolates are Halal (see website).  



Australia does not have 100% Jewish/ Islamic population, so Mars and Cadbury are opposing 
Multiculturalism.  We don’t need religious certification, we need multicultural equality. 

Religious Certification Contravenes The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) – 
That Which Australia Has Signed To Be A Part Of? 

1.  Article 18 of UDHR discusses freedom of religion. Thus, religious believers have the right 
to eat religious food.  However, Article 30 of UDHR specifically declares that no group can 
engage in activity aimed at destroying rights and freedoms of other groups’. Religious 
certification does destroy the rights and freedoms of other groups as allegedly happened at 
McDonalds Brunswick East store. 

  McDonalds in Brunswick East Victoria allegedly banned the sale of bacon at its store, as 
McDonalds allegedly didn’t want to offend those who eat Halal certified food. ( Halal 
certification means what is permissible by ISLAMIC SHARIA LAW, and under this Law, all 
other food/ food preparation methods are BANNED – as defined by the Islamic Council of 
Victoria).  Article 30 of The UDHR says ‘EVERYONE is entitled to all rights in The UDHR 
without DISTINCTION of any kind, such as religion’.  Clearly, banning bacon to get Halal 
certification makes a distinction and destroys the human rights and freedoms of non-Islamic 
people, as so clearly exemplified by the alleged conduct by McDonalds in Brunswick East.  
Not only did McDonalds allegedly breach Article 30 by destroying the rights and freedoms of 
people, but it opposed the tolerance and equality of all cultures – the very core foundations 
that create multiculturalism in Australian. This is similar to what is happening in Indonesia 
which is banning alcohol in small stores due to Sharia Law. 

  Indonesia does not recognize The Universal Declaration of Human Rights.  Indonesia 
recognizes the 1990 Cairo Declaration on Human Rights (CDHR), which says: Man has 
‘Freedom and right to a dignified life in accordance with Islamic Sharia; Article 24 and 25 of 
the CDHR says, all rights, freedoms and clarifications of the CDHR are subject to Islamic Law. 
CDHR results in a country being governed by Islamic Sharia Law, which includes all food 
being Halal certified; and this is starting to happen in Australia. Why is Australia supporting 
The CDHR and opposing The UDHR? 

  Indonesia has started banning food/ food preparation methods that are against Sharia Law. 
This is similar to what McDonalds (Brunswick East Store) and Cadbury has allegedly done in 
Australia. Food makers and retailers who sell religious food are helping to spread principles 
of the CDHR, where everyone’s freedom is governed/ controlled by what one religion says. 
This goes against the spirit of The Universal Declaration of Human Rights.    

2. The European Court Of Human Rights on 13/2/03 said that Islamic Sharia Law is 
incompatible with the fundamental principles of democracy, because Sharia rules on 
religious freedom violate human rights as established in European Convention on Human 
Rights.  This is perfectly exemplified by religious certification in Australia, namely Halal 



certification, and more specifically, exemplified by the alleged actions of McDonalds 
(Brunswick East) and Cadbury (only makes Halal) in Australia. Anything that follows ISLAMIC 
SHARIA LAW, food or not food, VIOLATES HUMAN RIGHTS. 

3.  Moreover, an Islamic organization issued a Fatwa (97827), condemning The Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights (The UDHR allows people to eat what and how they want, and 
Islamic organizations oppose this).  Halal certification doesn’t allow people to eat what and 
how they want, as McDonalds (Brunswick East) and Cadbury is allegedly showing at this very 
moment, in violation of The UDHR.  

4.  In February 1992, the International Commission of Jurists and the International 
Federation of Human Rights said Islamic Sharia Law ‘gravely threatens the inter-cultural 
consensus on which international human rights instruments are based on; it introduces an 
intolerable discrimination against non Muslims’ –  this statement perfectly sums up why 
religious certification, not just halal certification, should be banned in Australia, and this is 
specifically exemplified by what McDonalds allegedly is doing in Brunswick East, by banning 
food non-Muslims want to eat.           

  Whoever chooses to certify food based on religion, opposes The Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights. Cadbury makes only Halal certified food and doesn’t put any labels on its 
chocolates to say this. This means, that Cadbury is allegedly imposing Islamic Sharia Law on 
non Islamic people without their knowledge. Imposing beliefs of a religion onto someone 
without their CONSENT is illegal, the Australian Human Rights Commission says.  The 
government must stop this.  

Religious Certification Labelling is Misleading and Deceptive to the Consumer. 

1.  When one buys eggs, at the front of the box it says ‘caged’ or ‘free range eggs’ - this is a 
form of certification .  So when I buy eggs, I am fully aware of how the chickens are treated.  
When I see ‘kosher’ meat, I have no idea of how the meat was prepared.  Thus, where ever 
religious certified meat is sold, easy to understand information should be available, and an 
explanation provided how it differs from non-religious meat preparation.  For example, the 
basic belief in Australia is that animals are stunned before slaughter.  Thus, if animal was not 
stunned, this should be clearly labelled, in the same way ‘caged’ eggs are labelled.  ACCC 
recently conducted enquiry regarding ‘caged’ eggs labelling, thus they should do the same 
for stunned or not stunned slaughter, and this should be clearly labelled – in some aspects, 
religious certification of animal products is an animal welfare issue and not a religious 
certification issue, and this misleads people on how animals are treated. 

Denmark, Sweden, Netherlands and other countries have stopped halal/ kosher food due to 
animal welfare reasons, so why doesn’t Australian Government do the same – or are 
religious laws above Australian laws? 

 



2.No where on the manufacturers or retailers websites eg. Mars/ Cadbury or Coles/ 
Woolworths, are there any descriptions of the requirements the user of the religious 
certification must follow. For example, meat – how is animal killed; what is paid, to whom, 
how does it affect price of product.  
  Qantas introduced a fuel levy to pay for extra cost of fuel, and tells consumers upfront 
about the costs and doesn’t try to hide it.  So why are religious certification costs hidden by 
the makers and retailers? 
  If a business wants to be financially viable, it must pass on extra costs to the consumer, 
otherwise it will go bankrupt.  Thus, it is reasonable to assume certification fees do increase 
prices of products.  Thus, how much extra do certified products cost?  
 

3.  If a go into a store, sometimes there are boxes so one can give donations.  The box is 
clearly advertised with the organizations name and/ or where the money is going.  I then 
make an informed decision if I want to donate.  However, when I buy religious certified 
food, I have absolutely no idea where the money is going. 
 
  The Australian Human Rights Commission says: 
 ‘Article 6 of the Religion Declaration stipulates that the religious [community has the right 
to] solicit VOLUNTARY financial support’.   
 
  As was recently discussed an ABC TV, some fees from religious certification provide 
financial support for building religious places of worship and schools. The Australian 
consumer is provided with NO information anywhere by the retailers or makers of food 
about this fact – thus, the Australian consumer is providing INVOLUNTARY financial support.  
  The Religion Declaration specifically says that religion can get ‘voluntary financial support’ 
and ‘prohibits unintentional or intentional acts’ of involuntary financial support. The 
Australian consumer is unaware that religious certification provides involuntary ‘financial 
support’ for a religion, and this is prohibited by the Religion Declaration which comes under 
The Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission Act 1986. 
  

4.  ACCC says it’s illegal to make false statements that are likely to create false impression – 
certification implies that associated costs of certification pays for the certifying process – 
yet, money from certification is used for something else like specific places of worship or 
schools, which consumer is not made aware of anywhere on the producers product/ 
website or the retailers store/ website. 

5. Religious Certification is misleading under consumer laws, as it is not simple and 
informative for the consumer to make informed purchasing decisions, as required by ACCC. 
Based on Islamic Council of Victoria definition, Halal means what is permissible under Sharia 
Law.  Thus, Halal should be renamed to Islamic or Sharia food and Kosher to Jewish - this is 



simple and informative – a lay person/ consumer will then know straight away who this food 
caters for without any ambiguity, resulting in an informed purchasing decision. 

  Australian consumer law requires business to provide an accurate description of the 
product – how does a word from a foreign language reasonably allow a consumer to 
understand what it means. 

  Palm oil, RSPCA approved, fair trade, genetically modified food are descriptors written in 
the English language that allow the consumer to know exactly what the certification is for. 
How is a lay person meant to be easily informed by a foreign language word?  I had no idea 
what kosher or halal meant until I looked up definition. 

  Halal/ kosher are foreign words and should be renamed to Islamic/ Sharia food or Jewish 
food, as it’s a plain English description in the same way that Christmas pudding or Easter egg 
is – you easily know its food related to a specific group, allowing consumer to make a well 
informed decision. 

6.  What conditions are placed on the food maker when food is religiously certified? 
  Does religious certification of a specific food restrict the makers’ freedom to make food for 
another group. Eg. From website, Cadbury only makes halal food – is Cadbury still allowed 
to make Easter eggs, or those halal certification ban the making of food for other groups?  If 
Cadbury is allowed to make Easter eggs for Catholic occasions, are they restricted to using 
only halal certified food preparation methods? If halal certified method is only to be used, 
do Easter egg buyers have to pay extra to support another religion, as Easter has nothing to 
do with Islam (this again, is involuntary financial support opposed by the Religious 
Declaration). 
 
7.  How do religious certifiers approach makers? Are any unfair methods/ intimidation/ 
threats used to convince any maker/ retailer to have religious certification? 

8.What contractual conditions do religious certifiers place on the makers/ retailers? 
-Where can one sell religious certified food? 
-If a store sells religious certified food, must it BAN/ restrict the selling of other groups food 
as allegedly occurred at Brunswick East McDonalds?   Australia is a multicultural country, so 
why did McDonalds in Brunswick East allegedly BAN food for one culture in order to sell 
food for another culture?  Was McDonalds pressured to BAN food for a culture, in order to 
receive religious certification? 
 
9. Religious certification is deceitful. 
-Cadbury makes only Halal certified food, yet there is no information on the packaging to 
inform the consumer about this. 



-Mars Chocolates Australia (MCA). A Mars bar has environmental certification prominently 
at the front (green frog symbol on right of Mars bar in photo 1 below) and religious 
certification hidden behind packaging flap (photo 3: below finger nail). 

Photo 1: Prominent environmental certification symbol-green frog at front of bar.

 

Photo 2:Back of Mars bar-packaging flap covers religious certification symbols. 

 

Photo 3:Back of Mars bar-religious certification symbols seen when packaging flap lifted. 

 

 Why is the frog symbol displayed prominently at the front of the product (large, green 
colour is easily distinguished from other features on photo 1), while the religious 
certification symbols are hidden behind the flap (photo 2), smaller and the same colour as 
the rest of the information behind the flap (photo 3), causing it to blend in with all the other 
information, making it unnoticeable as compared to the green frog. Why the difference in 
environmental and religious certification symbols presentation on the packaging? Is this all 



done, so the religious certification symbols blend in with the background, so they can’t be 
properly seen by consumers?  

 If Mars wants to fully inform consumers about its religious certification, why is Mars hiding 
its religious certification and not environmental certification – this misleads consumer to 
think there’s only environmental certification? 

  Food Standards Australia New Zealand (FSANZ) in December 2014 statement said: 
‘[religious certification must not mislead or deceive under consumer and fair trading laws]’. 
Mars Chocolates Australia was contacted, and said to look on its website (have email) to get 
explanation about all of its certification.  Only environmental certification is explained, yet, 
nowhere does Mars explain kosher/ halal certification on its website. Customer relations 
manager from Woolworths (have email), said halal/ kosher is dietary need – this is 
misleading, as it’s a religious need. Coles refuses to provide any information about 
certification (have email). Why isn’t consumer informed properly about religious 
certification? This breaches FSANZ requirements of not being misleading or deceitful, and 
government needs to do something. 

  On ACCC website it says businesses must not to be misleading or deceiving – so why is 
Mars Chocolates Australia, Cadbury, Coles, Woolworths and others so misleading and 
deceitful to so many people, as to have a senate inquiry – surely people are being misled 
and deceived.  Why doesn’t ACCC/ FSANZ properly investigate and enforce the law – or are 
they too scared? 

10. When certification trademarks are assessed, the ACCC assesses them by asking if:  

-they are considered a detriment to public 
-will any concerns be raised  
-does trademark provide information about the product. 
 
 Based on the ACCC criteria, the religious certification trademarks are detriment to public, as 
they do not inform Australian consumers as they are in a foreign language, and having this 
inquiry, proves that the trademarks are a concern and detriment to the public. 
  
 How can a foreign language trade mark provide adequate product information for someone 
who doesn’t speak the foreign language. Where else on any other food product you find at 
Coles or Woolworths supermarkets, do you see foreign language being used without any 
English translation? Its like halal/ kosher is intentionally being used to mislead and deceive 
the consumer about what it really means.  This concern must be raised with the ACCC. 
 
11. FSANZ says it’s keeping its non-regulatory approach to religious certification.  But Food 
Standards Australia New Zealand does say religious certification must not be false or 
misleading in consumer and fair trading laws.   



Does banning non-halal food where halal food is sold constitute a breach of fair trading as is 
allegedly happening at some McDonalds stores (they ban bacon, to allow Halal 
certification)? 

ACCC says consumers have the right to accurate and truthful information about purchases: 
how is this met using a foreign language or by MARS CHOCOLATES AUSTRALIA refusing to 
answer questions (have email), and having zero information on their website, after saying to 
look at website. 

ACCC says: MUST use simple language - how are foreign words simple language for the lay 
person? 

ACCC says: must backup facts and have documented evidence when appropriate – Mars 
does this for environmental certification on its website but not for religious certification – 
why not?  Again, it is trying to mislead and deceive consumer about its products. 

How can consumer make an informed choice, if they don’t know what the certification 
means?  If you buy food in Australia, you expect that the cost of the food represents 
reasonable costs the maker has incurred during production.  You do not expect the costs of 
the food to include payments to third parties you have no idea about – and this is exactly 
what is happening with religious certification – where is the money going, what is it funding 
– these are a few of the many unknowns – when you buy ‘RSPCA approved’ food, you know 
certifications costs, if any, are going to help animals – thus you can easily and quickly make 
an informed choice.  This isn’t the case with religious certified food.   

Import / Export. 

  Import / export – this is an irrelevant question.  Makers may argue its more cost efficient to 
make all products certified because of excess to export markets, which is fine. However, this 
is Australia – why should Australia adapt to rules of other countries – I’m sure it would be 
easier for Holden to make cars only left hand drive, but Australian rules must be followed, 
so Holden makes right hand drive cars for here and left hand drive for export. If export/ 
import argument is used regarding food certification, then new left hand drive cars should 
be imported to all of Australia. 

  Makers of food in Australia export to countries that are governed by The CDHR which is 
based on Islamic Sharia Law, which promotes religious intolerance.  But Australia has signed 
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which isn’t based on any religious laws.   
Cadbury, for example sells chocolates to Malaysia, so it only has halal certification to comply 
with CDHR, which is totally fine. But, should we allow the same food that complies with 
CDHR to be sold in Australia, as it doesn’t comply with UDHR?  Shouldn’t Australia be 
exporting and importing products that comply with UDHR? If Australian exporters must 
comply with laws of other countries, why can’t food sold in Australia comply with Australian 
laws, instead of it being made to appease other countries?  E.g. Mars Chocolates Australia 



says all chocolates made here are halal and kosher, because some are exported, and it is 
easier to sell the same ones here rather than make non-religious certificated ones.  This 
means Mars Chocolates Australia allegedly opposes UDHR and supports CDHR, which is 
based on religious intolerance.    

There Is Absolutely No Need For Religious Certification. 

 As [ muslimconsumergroup.com ]  points out, halal food is the same as vegetarian food, in 
turn the same as kosher food. Also, foods not certificated also meet religious beliefs.  Thus, 
why is religious certification done – answer is simple – INVOLUNTARY soliciting of money – 
this whole scheme is all about secretly getting money from unwitting consumers (also see 
article: ‘Halal Certification Charter Signed In Secret In Mecca’, The Australian, 25/5/15), as a 
means to fundraise for religious schools and/ or places of worship (As reported on ABC TV). 
This is utterly deceptive, and should be stopped by the government immediately, in order to 
protect the Australian consumer. If religious certification is about religion and not material 
things, then it should be free. 

Religious Certification is Anti-competitive. 

  Religious certification of food unfairly excludes non-certified food. If religious certified food 
is ONLY a certification of the food preparation method, then why does it start to control 
how other foods are made or sold? Selling Easter eggs doesn’t come with a condition of 
banning other religious foods, so why does selling halal food come with the condition of 
banning all non-halal food (like is allegedly happening at McDonalds Brunswick East store)? 
In all Muslim majority countries, Sharia Law controls all aspects of society, including food. Is 
Australia a Muslim majority country, or a multicultural country? 

  Peanut allergies can kill people.  So labelling of peanuts in the ingredients section occurs 
for safety, and there is no need for certification.  Religious certification is not a safety issue 
at all.  Thus, why is it good enough to put food safety issues that can kill a person in the 
ingredients section with no certification, yet it’s not good enough to do the same for 
religious issues (e.g. can put no alcohol and suitable for vegetarians instead of halal).  Why 
can food makers remove alcohol from food (not a safety issue), but can’t remove nuts (a 
safety issue) – this is adds more to the point that religious certification is all a money 
grabbing scheme and not about religion.    

Religious Certification Supports Radicalization. 

  What radicalization does, is impose/ create an unalterable radical (fundamental) belief, 
which is intolerant of all other choices/ freedoms/ beliefs (like what Daesh is doing around 
the world).  Religious certification does the same – it says food must be made a certain way, 
and it is intolerant of peoples’ freedom to eat food any other way. West China was attacked 
by Islamic Radicals and these radicals banned all forms of non-halal food; and the 
government had to step in, to allow all food, not just halal, to be sold in the stores.  When 



reporters asked the Chinese store owners why they banned alcohol, they said they were 
scared of being intimidated by the radicals.  What happened in West China is starting to 
happen in Australia with religious certification (e.g. McDonalds allegedly banning bacon), 
and this in turn will spread to other parts of Australian society, as the radical (fundamental) 
way of thinking/ living spreads, and becomes ingrained in certain young peoples’ psyche. 

  If a ‘ certain person’s ’ psyche changes to a deep following of a radical ideology (which 
starts at a young age), other ideologies become incompatible with the radical ideology.  As a 
result, the ‘certain person’ will want everyone else to follow the radical ideology, but when 
this can’t happen, the ‘certain person’ may not take this well, and their psyche may break, 
resulting in possible violent consequences, as has already happened in Australia.   
 
   Radical ideology starts with a strict adherence to the radical ideologies teachings (one 
example being religious indoctrination of how food is to be made) – hence, this is where the 
government must step in and ban all religious certification of food, to ensure that anything 
that creates intolerance is eliminated, before things get worse. 
 
Conclusion. 

  Senator Brandis in recent Senate estimates said religion is not above Australian law – well, 
as the submission explains, religious food certification and some religious food production 
does break Australian consumer/ fair trading laws, animal welfare laws and human rights 
laws. Certification of religious food results in discrimination/ intolerance against different 
groups, and it has no place in a secular multicultural society like Australia.  If we start 
banning food from different cultures like McDonalds allegedly is doing, then what is next – 
banning the sale of alcohol in Australia like has started in Indonesia?  As Equal Cultures 
United has tried to explain, current religious food certification is one example of the 
inequalities that have started to occur in western parts of Melbourne, where we live. The 
government needs to be very careful about how it maintains social cohesion, and banning 
all certification of religious food is needed, or the government should control all 
certification, with all fees paid to the government.  If this doesn’t happen, then the recent 
political changes in Denmark will come to Australia. 

  As I read recently, “politics is not about the truth, but about what people [want to] 
believe”.  I hope this enquiry doesn’t end up proving this quote to be true.  



Submission To Senate Inquiry Into Food Certification From Equal Cultures United. 
Summary: 
1. Equal Cultures United formed, due to the inequality we have encountered in western 
parts of Melbourne, with one inequality being religious certification (RC) of food. 
2. RC opposes multiculturalism in Australia by: - opposing religious tolerance, equality, 
secularity and freedom of choice, as allegedly exemplified by McDonalds/Cadbury/Mars 
Chocolates Australia, who are just a few of the many food makers, who allegedly BAN food 
of some cultures, in order to gain RC for foods of other cultures. 
-contravening The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (which Australia follows legally), 
namely article 30, as allegedly exemplified by McDonalds BANNING food of a culture. 
-supporting the 1990 Cairo Declaration on Human Rights, which says that all rights and 
freedoms (including food) are subject to Islamic law. 
3.European Court of Human Rights, International Commission of Jurists and International 
Federation of Human Rights says Islamic Law (which controls the process of Halal 
certification), violates human rights and discriminates against non Muslim people. 
4. RC is Misleading and Deceptive to the consumer by: 
-providing a lack of information on how food is produced e.g. ‘Caged eggs’ means chicken in 
cage; but RC doesn’t say how animal is treated - stunned or not stunned before slaughter? 
-No where on Coles, Woolworths, Cadbury or Mars websites, does it inform the consumer 
about RC food production methods, financial arrangements (where money goes?), eccetra. 
5. Australian Human Rights Commission says that Article 6 of Religion Declaration allows 
religious community to ONLY SOLICIT VOLUNTARY FINANCIAL SUPPORT. Consumer has no 
information that some of the RC fees go to religious community. Thus, RC SOLICITS 
INVOLUNTARY FINANCIAL SUPPORT, in breach of The Human Rights and Equal Opportunity 
Commission Act 1986. RC is not about religion, but is a government sanctioned get rich 
quick, money making scheme for the certifiers, at the expense of the Australian consumer. 
6. RC breaches ACCC laws by: 
-making statements that are likely to create false impression; 
-not being simple and informative for the consumer to make informed decisions, and; 
-not providing an accurate description of the product - how is a lay person meant to 
understand, what a foreign word like Kosher or Halal, that’s hidden on a product, means? 
7. What contractual obligations are food makers/ suppliers who get RC placed under eg. Are 
they forced to ban food for other cultures as McDonalds allegedly did? 
8. RC breaches FOOD STANDARDS AUSTRALIA NEW ZEALAND guidelines, by misleading and 
deceiving people, and breaking consumer and fair trading laws. 
9. RC is anti-competitive, as allegedly exemplified by McDonalds BANNING a food that is a 
competitor to Halal certified food. 
10. RC supports radicalization, by supporting Radical Islamic beliefs that don’t tolerate 
freedom of choice, such as the freedom to eat what one wants, as allegedly exemplified by 
McDonalds BANNING non-Islamic food in a multicultural country like Australia. 
11. RC breaches consumer/animal welfare/ human rights laws – and this must be stopped. 
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From: Richard Fisher  
Sent: Sunday, 19 July 2015 5:48 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Senate Inquiry into Food Certification Schemes.

Dear Senators,
 I draw your attention to the sly penetration of our food supply chain by the Halal

 certification system. This is nothing less than a “Trojan Horse” planted in our supply chain used
 to force us as consumers to fund the Islamisation of Australia. Most consumers do not realise
 that this system exists & certainly would object to the imposition of an added fee for the Halal
 stamp on the product. The Islamic business community obviously blackmail large food
 companies into this system & now  one cannot buy  a common staple such as Kraft vegemite
 without the Halal stamp for which Kraft has paid a fee which is passed to consumers. If the
 Islamic community demand this service then the “user pays “ system must apply to it & supplies
 free of the Halal stamp must be available to the vast majority of non Muslims.

 Best regards,
 Richard Fisher.
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From: Vince Ishwar 
Sent: Sunday, 19 July 2015 5:39 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Submission to the Third party certification of food

Dear Senate Committee,

As an Australian consumer I am frustrated and concerned by the practice of halal certification
 in this country. How did halal certification become the norm in Australia? Who made the
 decision? I disapprove in the strongest terms possible that a mostly secret religious tax is
 being paid by 98% of Australians who are non-muslim to a religious minority. I have a
 consciencious objection that heathen prayers is being said over my meat products without
 any labelling and I have no way of distinguishing them from non-halal meat. It violates my
 religious beliefs to eat food that have other religious prayers said over them (and I have no
 way of telling them apart).

I do not wish to support any brand that pays an Islamic religious tax to have their product
 halal certified. Less than 2% of this population is Muslim and I do not want to fund special
 religious rituals or political campaigns to increase the presence of Sharia Law in Australia. I
 am also concerned about possible animal cruelty in the halal slaughter process. The Koran
 does not stipulate anywhere that a product must undergo certification for it to be halal.

Despite this many companies are paying for halal certification and not displaying it on their
 labels or even on their websites. Sometimes it is even difficult to get such information when
 calling the company directly. What can be done about making it law to display halal
 certification on labels so consumers can make informed choices about the products they buy?

Solution: 
- I would like Australia to have ONE not-for-profit government approved (Government
 Department) cetifying authority that provides halal certification & 
- that no payments are made to anyone especially fly-by-night certifiers who are in it for the
 money
- it is legislated that all halal foods are clearly labelled
- (cheaper) non-halal food options are provided for all 98% of us.

Please do not contribute to the encroachment of Sharia Law upon our nation. 

Thank you, 

Vincent Ishwar 
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From: Rasheeda Layton  
Sent: Sunday, 19 July 2015 5:00 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: "THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATE INQUIRY SUBMISSION'

Dear Sir/Madam,

 I am writing in regards to the inquiry into food labeling certification, and would like to submit
 the following for consideration in this inquiry, my main concern is HALAL CERTIFICATION.To
 commence I would like to make it clear that the salient issue is the certification fees and
 process, sharing equal importance with the slaughter methods. As a non religious Australian
 the matter of halal certification is of great concern to me, and many other Australians I have
 communicated with. My concerns are detailed as follows.Certification Fees;“The global
 market for halal-certified products and services is estimated to be worth more than USD 2.3
 trillion, expanding by 20% per year. These schemes are not limited to food alone, with
 products and services ranging from halal certified cosmetics to water, trucks, warehousing
 and sharia finance there is no limit to the schemes.  Plans are in place to certify every step of
 the market from suppliers of animal feed, to food processing and eventually the transport to
 your supermarket and shopping bag.” Q Society Australia.

The fees demanded by certification bodies to acquire the certification are not only extensive,
 but in many cases of pressure on the company targeted, are nothing better than extortion.
 These costs are passed on to the consumer, no matter how much a company may deny
 such. All operational and marketing costs are paid for in the purchase of the product.
Having made the informed and well researched decision to HALAL CERTIFICATION  I
 strongly object to my purchases contributing funds to a religiously motivated scheme. 

In a democracy, there is freedom of religion and freedom from religion. By a vast majority of
 the products available in not just supermarket but an increasing amount of other stores being
 halal certified, my right to freedom from religion is compromised by way of the cost of
 certification, particularly where the product is not labelled as certified which removes my
 choice as a consumer to avoid the scheme.

I do not donate or contribute funds towards any religion voluntarily,and I highly resent

 being forced to as outlined. Slaughter Process;
Quote from RSPCA "In Australia, the national standard for meat production requires that all
 animals must be effectively stunned (unconscious) prior to slaughter. The vast majority of
 halal Certified slaughter in Australia (including at export abattoirs) complies with this standard,
 that is, all animals are stunned prior to slaughter.
The only difference is that a reversible stunning method is used, while conventional humane
 slaughter may use an irreversible stunning method."
The main concern with halal slaughter is the reversible stun being used, if any stun is used in
 the first place. Many of the animals have in fact regained semi to full consciousness by the
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 time they are slaughtered, resulting in them experiencing unimaginable pain before death. 
 And this is assuming that the stun is applied.  Whether the government and food authorities
 would like to believe it or not, there are halal slaughterers who are not stunning the animals at
 all.  As found in the standards outlined on the RSPCA website, not all cattle are required to be
 stunned at all;  In fact the WA Islamic organization has it on their website that they oppose all
 stunning.
For cattle and sheep, the requirements for religious slaughter without prior stunning are set
 out in a nationally adopted guideline Ritual Slaughter for Ovine (Sheep) and Bovine (Cattle):

For cattle, stunning is still required but this occurs immediately after the throat is cut. Two
 separate slaughter men must be present: one to perform the cut (which must sever both the
 carotid arteries and jugular veins) and one to perform the stunning.

For sheep, stunning is not required except where the animal is distressed or does not rapidly
 lose consciousness, in which case they must be immediately stunned.
The animals die slowly, bleeding out, scared and in pain. This is not ethical slaughter, this is
 not acceptable. The standards set in Australia in regards to slaughter are to humanely kill the
 animal, avoiding any unnecessary pain and suffering. Halal slaughter is incompatible with
 these values.  I am ashamed Australia has lowered its ethical values to meet a market that is
 for all purposes is barbaric. The next concern in this area is the discrimination and religious
 bias that is being applied in the workplace on the insistence that only Muslims can oversee
 the process, and undertake the slaughtering. This counteracts core Australian values of
 fairness and equality. Hard working Australians should not be divided by religious inclinations,
 and certainly should not find themselves losing employment opportunities based on religious
 bias. Labelling;Many of the products on shelves are now halal certified. And of those, many
 are not labelled. It is not legally required for them to be labelled. This is unfair to the
 consumers wishing to avoid the certification and the religious element. It also causes one to
 ponder what the point of the certification is if the consumers requiring halal certified products
 do not know it is halal certified. If these companies insist on partaking in religious mythology,
 and are comfortable in forcing the wishes of the few on the many, a label declaring such
 should be applied. Surely this is a breach of the consumers rights and a lack of transparency.
 Certification Dishonesty;As outlined in the religious doctrine, the Qur'an, most consumables
 available are automatically halal (permissible) with very few, clear exceptions.  Muslims are,
 or should be, well aware of what they can and cannot consume according to their religious
 requirements, as are the followers of other faiths. When items like water or fruit and
 vegetables are certified (read; fees), the certification is not only unnecessary, but rather
 useless. Lack of Financial Transparency;It remains unclear where the large profits gained
 from certification end up. Many claims have been made about certification schemes funding
 extremist or militant groups, and studies in other countries have clearly found and proven the
 links,validating these claims. At the very least the funds are being used to advance Islam in
 Australia and non Islamic countries inn the way of Islamic schools, Islamic centers and places
 of worship, all of which is once again breaching my rights to freedom from
 religion.Considering quite a few Islamic schools, centers and charity store-front operations
 have been and continue to be under investigation for financial fraud, I am not comfortable in
 the lack of transparency as to where the halal certification fees are going.Hidden
 Motives;Halal certification is much more than just fulfilling a religious requirement. The
 following is an indication of the darker of the certification;“The Grand Mufti of Bosnia
 Herzegovina, Dr Mustafa Ceric urged the Muslim Ummah to conquer the world through Halal
 movement as Halal means pure and hygiene and non-Muslim world has no hesitation to
 accept it.”Halal is apart of sharia law, and halal certification is a thinly veiled implementation
 of an aspect of sharia law, particularly with the imposition of the certification falling on non



 Muslims. All of the concerns I have detailed in this document are easily validated through
 research, with a vast array of information available if one takes the time look. With a growing
 number of Australians concerned about halal certification, I strongly suggest that the
 government,the food authorities and the corporations make it a matter of urgency to do some
 thorough research into the issue.

Yours Sincerely,

Rasheeda Layton 

email: 
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From: Ian Paterson  
Sent: Sunday, 19 July 2015 2:54 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: SENAT INQUIRY INTO FOOD CERTIFICATION SCHEMES

I herewith submit my views on the following matters referred on 13 May 2015 to the
 Economic References Committee for inquiry and report by 30 November 2015:-

a. the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but
 not limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified
 food and general food safety certification schemes  

If observant Muslims insist on special rituals and halal certification for their
 food, then Islamic community organisations provide these services and
 cover the fees and extra expenses for our suppliers. Religion is always a
 contentious issue and should never be imposed onto others. Some Muslim
 clerics have already spoken out against those schemes, read "The Halal
 Certification Fiasco" to understand their concerns

b. current labelling requirements of food certification schemes

All products and services from halal-certified suppliers are not clearly
 labelled by one standard symbol. Currently I cannot recognise when meat,
 meat-based products or other products and services come from halal-
certified sources. I therefore cannot make a conscious decision about
 whether or not I will buy the product

c. the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay
 certification fees

All products and services from halal-certified suppliers  be clearly labelled
 by one standard symbol. This way I can recognise when meat, meat-based
 products or other products and services come from halal-certified sources. I
 can then make a conscious decision whether to buy or not

d. whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian
 consumers to make informed purchasing decisions
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Just about all products and services from halal-certified suppliers do not
 have clear labelling

e. details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or
 manufacturers, and the potential for these to impact on prices for
 consumers

If observant Muslims insist on special rituals and halal certification for their
 food, then Islamic community organisations provide these services and
 cover the fees and extra expenses for our suppliers

g. the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about
 certifier's including, but not limited to, certification processes, fees
 and financial records, and related matters

In many Australian abattoirs only Muslim males can now find employment
 as slaughterers. Non-Muslims and women are considered haram -
 unclean. This is sharia law, manifest in discrimination on gender and
 religious grounds, applied with consent of AQIS and DAFF. I therefore
 propose that, similar to religious schools for which Australia permits some
 exemptions from non-discrimination laws, abattoirs wishing to conduct
 ritual slaughter must be owned and operated by a recognised religious
 organization

Sincerely
Ian Paterson

tel: 
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From: Elizabeth Jane 
Sent: Saturday, 18 July 2015 10:18 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Cc: 
Subject: Submission to the Senate Inquiry into Food Certification Schemes

Senate Standing Committees on Economics
PO Box 6100
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600

Dear Committee members,

Please accept my following submissions with regards to points a, c, and g in the terms of
 reference of this inquiry.

(a) "the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including ... halal
 ....certification schemes":

I object to the widespread halal certification of food and other products being a form of
 Islamic tax that I and others are forced to pay to support Islam both religiously and
 politically.

"Unlike the older and more complex Kashrut (Jewish dietary laws) designed to serve the
 small observant Jewish community, Halal certification schemes are widely imposed on
 non-Muslims. Certification schemes began in the 1980s and are funded by consumers
 through a multi-level system of one off and recurring fees, paid by suppliers to Islamic
 organisations. 
It is in effect a hidden Islamic tax on goods and services. 

The extent of this Islamic 'tax' becomes clear when we understand who contributes to these
 schemes:

The four major dairy companies 
Over 75% of poultry suppliers
Over 60% of abattoirs processing sheep
More than 50% of abattoirs processing cattle
Generalists like Simplot, Unilever, Nestle, Kraft and many more

The global market for halal-certified products and services is estimated to be worth more
 than USD2.3 trillion, expanding by 20% per year. These schemes are not limited to food
 alone, with products and services ranging from halal certified cosmetics to water, trucks,
 warehousing and sharia finance there is no limit to the schemes. Plans are in place to
 certify every step of the market from suppliers of animal feed, to food processing and
 eventually the transport to your supermarket and shopping bag."

Source: http://www.qsociety.org.au/halalcertification.htm 

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au
mailto:Natasha.Rusjakovski@aph.gov.au
http://www.qsociety.org.au/halalcertification.htm


This totalitarian system of revenue-raising to fund Islam makes me an enemy of my own
 beliefs, values and interests since Islam is misogynistic and opposed to LGBTI people, as
 expressed in Islamic Shariah law, which polls show is supported by the overwhelming
 majority of Muslims and which legal code constitutes a global political agenda within
 global Islam.

To pay, as I am required to do when I purchase everyday essentials, an Islamic tax
 imposed upon consumers through producers and retailers, constitutes a denial of my rights
 to freedom of religion and belief, my rights to be free of sexual discrimination (which
 discrimination and persecution Islam imposes on women, girls and LGBTI people) and
 labels me through Islamic law as a kuffar (an Islamic term for a non-Muslim expressed
 with disgust by Muslims as an inferior, who is denied the same legal rights as a Muslim).
 It is also a tax that can be related to the jizya, an Islamic tax imposed upon subjugated
 Christians and Jews in Islamic law. Note that Muslims are not required to pay any such
 special tax to non-Muslims!

This tax on non-Muslims to fund Islam amounts to the imposition of Shariah law, which
 all non-Muslims are being subjected to in civil life and which constitutes a religious
 observance which the Australian Constitution states we should not be subject to.
 Therefore, the Australian Parliament should act to protect the people of Australia from
 this religious observance and legislate to make halal certification a user-pays scheme. It is
 in the interests of both the Constitution and our human rights that such legislation is
 enacted.

(Please note that this previous argument also applies to item:

(c) " the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification
 fees"... 

...since I have argued that companies that participate in halal certification SHOULD NOT
 BE PAYING CERTIFICATION FEES and thus passing them on as an Islamic religious
 and Islamic political tax upon non-Muslims.

(g) "the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers
 including, but not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any
 related matters."

There should be legislation passed to ensure that non-Muslims are not paying for halal
 certification, so that non-Muslims are not being forced to pay a religious tax through costs



 of halal certification being passed on to consumers. Consumers are thereby being forced
 to finance Islamic religious and Islamic political objectives that potentially violate such
 people's personal beliefs, religious, political, ethical and otherwise, and which contravene
 their own interests and human rights.

(Please read what I have said with regards to this issue in my comments above as well.)

Also, there should be information on products about whether a product is participating in
 halal certification in ALL cases.

There should be no discrimination by gender or religion in any secular Australian
 workplaces, such as in abattoirs  where women are being discriminated against in
 employment to conform to Islamic law that states that women are haram or "unclean".
 This is a violation of women's rights and a subordination of women's rights in society to
 Islamic precepts (and, incidentally, an example of the misogyny in Islam to which I
 previously referred). This is happening because of halal certification and will only get
 worse, in my opinion, if steps are not taken to specifically outlaw these sexist, misogynist
 and intolerant practices.

Yours sincerely,

Elizabeth Jane

Mobile:  
Home:

Sent from my iPad



ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 680

Submission Details: Mr Morgan Hicks





From: morgan hicks  
Sent: Saturday, 18 July 2015 7:27 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal Certification

My objection to halal certification can be summed up in one sentence: 

If a Muslim is not satisfied that a meal is certified Halal he has only to pronounce ‘Bismillah’ over it and then
 he is free to eat it.

Why then is the community at large forced to pay millions of dollars for the item to be certified?

I am unhappy that merchandise and foodstuffs are not clearly labelled so we do not know whether or what we
 are paying for.

I cannot see the sense in items other than food stuffs being certified Halal. 

I want to know where the money is going that is paid to Islamic organisations and to be assured it is not
 channelled back to ISIS.

You will note that I am referring only to Halal. This is because the practice is growing aggressively and I cannot
 see any harm in the others.

Finally I cannot see how Forward-thinking and established companies have allowed themselves to be drawn
 into paying millions of dollars
for what I consider to be a scam.

Sincerely,

Morgan Hicks 
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From: 
Sent: Saturday, 18 July 2015 5:17 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal certification

Peter Dunlop 

Please we need all Halal certified products clearly labelled as such.
I personally choose NOT to eat Halal for Religious and freedom of choice reasons.
So clear labeling would help me make my personal choice.

Yours Sincerely 
Peter Dunlop.

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.
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From: Pete Sullivan  
Sent: Saturday, 18 July 2015 1:17 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: F.A.O Mr C Bernardi. The inquiry into third party certification of food.

Dear Sirs,

I am an Australian citizen and proud that you excepted me some ten years ago.  I stood on
 the Dais and made my pledge to Australia before God and man that I would defend my
 Country.  I believed that at my age, this was unlikely to happen.  I now have my chance.

I am totally against Sharia Law in any form.  Halal Certification is part of Sharia Law under
 Jizyah.  The Koran commands that all non-believers must pay the Jizyah and know that
 they submit to Allah.  H.C is a tax/tithe of an arbitrary nature, made with secret
 agreements between companies and H.C.  This is passed onto the unsuspecting public
 with increased costs in both manufacture and procedures.  Their is discrimination in the
 workplace as non Moslems are not allowed to pray over the dying animals and birds. To
 have six  or more Moslems offering prays over chickens on a fully automated production
 line is beyond belief. With a 24 hour shift rotation this must cost well over 1 million per
 year in salary, payroll and super.  This is of no benefit to Australians but is another massive
 extra cost once again passed onto the consumer.  Minorities may make their own
 arrangements at their own expense if they wish to, they have the protection of our law. 
 H.C I believe is illegal, Non disclosure of cost and an imposed observance tax/tithe on
 people of different faiths or no faith at all.

I am a Catholic and follow that I may not eat food dedicated to a heathen God.  Allah or
 Baal the moon God is a heathen offering and is outside of my observance.

I believe if you allow the “rort” to continue, Halal feed, Halal reared, Halal transported,
 Halal slaughtered, Halal processed, Halal packaged, Halal warehoused and Halal retailed,
 food prices will escalate until we all have to “submit” or leave.  I intend the fight with pen
 and take a stand for our hard won freedoms.

Thankyou for allowing me to make my submission.
Yours Faithfully
P. Sullivan 

Sent from Windows Mail
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From:  
Sent: Saturday, 18 July 2015 11:44 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third party certification of food

Dear Senator, 

Halal Certification of foods and/or products other than certain animals such as cows
 (which are required by Islamic law to be slaughtered in a certain way) is a scam, rort and a
 racket which supplies billions of dollars for the funding of the push for Sharia Law and
 the Islamification of western countries. 

In Islamic law, a food product is either halal (permissible) or haram (forbidden).  Apart
 from animals which have to be slaughtered in a particular way, pig products and alcohol,
 all other food and drink products are either halal by their very nature, or only require a
 short prayer to Allah to make them halal. There is absolutely no necessity for a Halal
 Certification fee to be paid in order to make products halal, let alone an outrageously
 obscene fee.

Halal Certification Authorities are convincing people by various tactics (the main ones
 being lying, deception, bullying and harassment) that Australian food and product
 producers/manufacturers will not have an export market if they do not get their food and
 products halal certified. This is an outright lie, a scam, a rort and a racket. 

It is not enough to force Halal Certification Authorities to label their products. Halal
 Certification Authorities should be shut down, and the people running them charged with
 criminal fraud. 

David Scott 

...Little children, love one another. - St John
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From:  
Sent: Saturday, 18 July 2015 10:35 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal Food Certification

Attention: Committee Secretariate
Senate Standing Committee on Economics:-

Re: Halal Food Certification.

Dear Sir/Madam,
I am writing to urge the abolition of Halal Food Certification.

As a Secular Humanist, I am deeply troubled by the high probability that my purchasing of
 Halal Certified goods will support person(s)/groups that advocate Sharia Law ( which
 demands food complies with Halal specifications).

The rules/tenets of Sharia Law profoundly violate my fundamental Humanist Beliefs.

I do not understand why I should have to suffer such assault on my ethical and moral
 principles .

Once again, I urge you to consider very seriously, how totally unacceptable Halal
 Certification is to people like myself.

Yours, in good faith
Ms Lindsey S Hay.
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From: Megan Ansley 
Sent: Friday, 17 July 2015 7:54 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal

Halal….it’s not even English and its taking over my thoughts when  I shop.
It makes me mad each time I see a Muslim.
I now do not like any religion.
I think it is good to believe in something but I do not believe I should be helping to pay for
 something I do not believe in.
I do not go to church and give money
I do not give money to budda
I do not give money to monks
I have a choice not to do this.
When I go to supermarkets I need to have choices to what I pay for.
I do not have this choice.
I want to eat non halal cheese, make non halal pancakes with non halal flour and use non halal
 cream
My food does not need to be blessed and I wish for it not to be.
Whether I have to pay for halal or the company pays for halal I do not want anything to do with
 it.
I am not interested in paying for some Muslims wife’s shoes.
I don’t even like shoes.
Now on to the halal slaughter of our animals
I eat meat
I eat red meat
I do not need my animals slaughtered while still alive
I want to know that the animal has been slaughtered humanly
I want to know the animals have been treated humanly
I do not want my food blessed by a religion
I do not support Halal slaughter
I do not like it Sam I am.

Regards
Megan Ansley
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Dear Senate Commission on Food Certification, 

 

I am writing to express my strong objections to certifying any food, or other products, for reasons 
related to religions.  The most obvious and costly one in Australia is the issue of Halal Food. 

 

These are my reasons for objection: 

 

(1) Paying extra for halal certification on our Australian products is an imposition on people's freedom of 
choice and even their conscience.   

We, Australians, do not believe that certification would make any difference in the quality of food or  
its value from a religious point of view.  Rituals followed to make any food halal (which means 
permissible to eat, religiously) are unrecognized and have no place in the hearts or minds of a normal 
Aussie.  They are foreign to us as well as unacceptable. 

 

(2) If the 2.6% of muslims living in Australia are keen to observe their rituals (something they are 
entitled to), they should have their own shops, which should be marked "Halal". 

 

(3) The way animals are slaughtered to make its meat "halal" is inhumane.  There have been a case in 
Australian farming industry few years ago in which Australia refused to export some animals to Saudi 
arabia knowing they will be killed in a way, that is inappropriate to animals rights. 

 

(4) Our government should be aware that this practice could be  just one step in the direction of 
demanding more to "Islamize" our beautiful Australia. 

 

(5) I came from a Muslim country, I had to respect their customs during the fasting month of Ramadan.  
All food in that country was labelled as halal, as expected.  Although I am not a Muslim, I was happy to 
respect the law of the land. 

 

It is fair enough to expect the Muslim minority to respect the Law of our Australia. 
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From:
Sent: Tuesday, 14 July 2015 9:42 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject:

To Cabrury & all companies with Halal certification, 

As an Australian consumer I would like to make an informed choice about the purchases I
 make. I ask that you would clearly identify on your products which ones have been
 subject to halal certification.

I do not wish to support any brand that pays an Islamic religious tax to have their product
 halal certified. Less than 2% of this population is Muslim and I do not want to fund
 special religious rituals or political campaigns to increase the presence of Sharia Law in
 Australia. 

Please respect consumers and give them/us the necessary information so we can make our
 own choices. Please, also consider carefully what you are funding when you pay halal
 certification fees. The Koran says food must be halal but certification is a modern day tax
 imposed on a majority of people who do not submit to the Islamic religion and Sharia law.

Yours Sincerely,

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au
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From: Alex & Ray  
Sent: Monday, 20 July 2015 1:10 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Senate Enquiry into Food Certification Schemes

Our family is deeply concerned about the lack of understandable food labelling in this country,
 and we are also particularly concerned by the burgeoning halal food certification which is
 costing suppliers and consequently consumers, much more than they should be paying.  Why
 should we have to pay extra for someone else’s religious beliefs ?  There is no transparency it
 seems, to show where all this money going to Islamic causes, is actually ending up ??  We also
 want to know clearly, when any food has genetically modified content as we avoid it like the
 plague!!
Like millions of Australians, we have been horrified by the extent of toxic food which is coming
 into this country, with overseas countries appearing to just try and get away with breaching our
 food regulations ? When is the government going to stand up and say, enough is enough; it is
 clear to us that corporations and so-called globalisation are driving this agenda to make sure
 people have no idea what is in their food ?!  Profits appear to be more important than people’s
 choices and their health?  To often see the CEO of the Grocery Council criticising more labelling
 of content,due to expense, just makes us furious !  We remember the millions of dollars spent
 on the Blewett Review some years ago, and what came out of that,nothing which satisfies the
 general community?!!  We the people, demand that the government legislates for full and frank
 country of origin labelling (of the food, not the packaging!). We also want a full enquiry into
 where the proceeds from halal certification are going, but ideally, would like to see it banned as
 it has no relevance to Australia,except for a very small minority.
We hope that this Review is not another waste of taxpayers’ money but we won’t hold our
 breath!

Alex Hodges and Ray Linkevics   

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
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From:  
Sent: Monday, 20 July 2015 2:24 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Re: Third party certification of food

Dear Sir/Madam

I fervently object to the halal certification as it has
 obviously graduated to a scheme and very little
 religion (anyway islam allows muslims to
 consume non halal items)

However - since this investigation is in relation to
 food labeling issues - then this is my submission
1 labels must be placed on food if it:
- is the product of a religious ritual
- is produced by a person specifically employed
 because of their religious belief
- is religiously certified and certification fees are
 paid to fund religious programs

2 Food producers who produce food that is
 automatically halal (like bread and water) should
 not be required to pay certification fees to state
 this

3 Religious food certification authorities should be
 registered

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au
mailto:Natasha.Rusjakovski@aph.gov.au


4 Religious food certification authorities should be
 required to disclose their standards fees and
 financial records

5 A proper inquiry should be established to
 examine a number of other issues in relation to
 halal certification other than food labeling issues 

Sincerely yours
Roland Joseph Cassar

Email = 

mailto:xfaraone@hotmail.com
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Senate Standing Committees on Economics 
PO Box 6100 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600 
Email: economics.sen@aph.gov.au 

20 July 2015 

I would like to express my dissatisfaction with halal certification in Australia. 

Firstly, I have personally witness halal slaughter in an Australian licensed abattoir. The process of halal slaughter is 
cruel, barbaric and completely unnecessary. The animal is made aware that they are about to be killed and are kept 
conscious through the entire process. The animal's throat is cut as the animal is deliberately kept alive whilst it is 
drained of blood. It is estimated that in sheep this process of blood draining takes approximately 20 seconds. This is 
an extremely long time if you are consciously aware that you have your throat cut and are dying. 

Secondly, it has been noted by the muslim community. Imam Habib Bewley and others, that there is no longer a 
need for animals to be slaughtered in such a manner to make the meat halal. According to the koran, all that is 
needed is for the meat/meal to be prayed over before ingesting to make the meat/meal halal. 

Thirdly, halal certification carries an added tax which is added to the cost of the product. I am not happy to pay this 
additional cost, especially when I am not made aware of this hidden tax at the time of purchase. Nor am I permitted 
to know where the extra money I paid is going. 

Fourthly, products that are halal certified are prohibited from being eaten by other cultures. My understanding is 
that Sikhs and Jews are not permitted to eat halal products and therefore it is discriminating against these religions 
to allow halal certified products to become mainstream food groups, especially without proper guidelines and 
labelling. 

It is a fundamental Australian right to know where and how our food was created. Halal products need to be 
specifically labelled, with the equivalent non halal product next to it, so that we consumers can make an informed 
decision. 
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From: Karyn Diamond  
Sent: Monday, 20 July 2015 4:00 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Certification on food

I would like to register my concern regarding certification
 and labelling of food.

SIMPLY  I WANT TO KNOW

WHERE IT IS GROWN/PRODUCED

WHAT IS IN IT.(Every thing)

I also have concern regarding halal certification please see
 below

As an Australian consumer I am frustrated and concerned by
 the practice of halal certification in this country.

I do not wish to support any brand that pays an Islamic
 religious tax to have their product halal certified. Less than
 2% of this population is Muslim and I do not want to fund
 special religious rituals or political campaigns to increase
 the presence of Sharia Law in Australia. I am also
 concerned about possible animal cruelty in the halal
 slaughter process. The Koran does not stipulate anywhere
 that a product must undergo certification for it to be halal.

Despite this many companies are paying for halal
 certification and not displaying it on their labels or even on
 their websites. Sometimes it is even difficult to get such
 information when calling the company directly. What can be
 done about making it law to display halal certification on
 labels so consumers can make informed choices about the
 products they buy?

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au
mailto:Natasha.Rusjakovski@aph.gov.au


Yours Sincerely,
Karyn Diamond 

Sent on the go with Vodafone
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From:  
Sent: Tuesday, 21 July 2015 11:12 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal Certification.

Senators

I write to express my objection to the current practice known as Halal Certification.

The reasons for my objection are as follows:

The Koran does not require food to be “Certified” for the use of Muslims. They say a prayer that
 makes it Halal.

This Certification is a relative recent phenomenon, beginning last century, and nothing to do
 with historic Islam.

Money from this Halal Tax is not spent transparently, and with no apparent accountability.

It is in fact a money making scam, with no religious basis, and is used to extort money from
 producers. (Halal cat food! Really?)

I also object to any other form of religious certification. 

Peter Hajenko 

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au
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From: Trevor Adams 
Sent: Tuesday, 21 July 2015 11:36 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third Party Certification of Food 

Committee Secretariat contact:
Senate Standing Committees on Economics
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600

Phone: +61 2 6277 3540
Fax: +61 2 6277 5719
economics.sen@aph.gov.au

Dear Committee,

I wish to make a submission on the Third Party Certification of Food.

I object strongly to livestock being killed according to the islamic halal system for consumption
 by Australians. This foreign system of slaughter is totally incompatible
to our way of life and is in direct contravention of our Christian Heritage. We are sacrificing our
 way of life as our gutless politicians and beaurocrats continually kowtow to islamic elements in
 our community. This halal system is totally offensive to me and I want no part of it in Australia.

The Islamic community have entered Australia under the guise of escaping persecution, then
 once here, begin the process of using our freedoms to drag us into the dark ages of their
 homelands. We already have mullahs calling for shariah law in places such as Bankstown and
 Lakemba and cry discrimination when they are denied so it is in our great interest to deny the
 march of Islamism in this nation.

I have no problem with islam provided it does not impinge on my Australian way of life, however,
 the halal tax is another burden on Australian consumers and I strenuously object to it.

This committee has a chance to speak up for Australia, so don’t be afraid as I believe some now
 are, speak up for us and deny this disgraceful tax.

Yours sincerely

Trevor Adams

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
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From: Ray Lyne  
Sent: Tuesday, 21 July 2015 11:46 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal food

Hi
As a Christian I am against having most of our food dedicated to the Muslim god.
I am not against Muslims having their food dedicated for their own purpose as I
 fully endorse the free and democratic system that we live in.
The Bible is very clear as a Christian that we must not eat food dedicated to a
 different god.
However the way things are here in Australia we don’t have much option as there
 is not much food that is not dedicated this way.
I have in the past contacted food processing companies and complained about
 this only to be labelled as a bigot.
I am not a bigot I just want to eat this food that has been dedicated to Allah.

Regards Ray Lyne

Ray Lyne
 

Mobile: 
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Committee Secretariat contact: 

Senate Standing Committees on Economics 
PO Box 6100 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600 

Phone: +61 2 6277 3540 
Fax: +61 2 6277 5719 
economics.sen@aph.gov.au 

re: Federal Government Halal Certification Inquiry. 

Dear Sir/ Madam. 

My name is Hardeep Saini. 

I am 62 years old and hail from the Sikh faith. 

As a Sikh, I am not allowed to consume any food that is either halal or halal certified. 

Please read this article from Wikipedia: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prohibitions_in_Sikhism 

Sikh have been in Australia since the 1830s. 

We are a race that respects all humans, regardless of race, religion or sex. 

We do not enforce out customs upon anyone. That is why I feel so strongly about my dwindling 
options at the supermarket. 

It is becoming increasing difficult for my family and I to buy food that is not halal. 

To complicate matters, halal food in many instances is being sold by stealth as no halal signs are 
indicated on many items. 

Please read this Wikipedia article on Sikhism: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sikhism_in_Australia 

mailto:economics.sen@aph.gov.au
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prohibitions_in_Sikhism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sikhism_in_Australia


As of the 2011 census, there were approximately 72,000 Sikhs who have called Australia home. 

This figure would be much higher today. 

Sikh have fought with the British and ANZAC forces side by side in both world wars. 

It is not asking too much for us to be able to preserve our culture, and my people and I would 
like this enquiry to make changes so that it would be easier to shop in Australia. 

Yours faithfully 

Hardeep Saini 

 Mob:  

21 July 2015. 
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From:  
Sent: Tuesday, 21 July 2015 12:12 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Submission to Third Party Certification of Food

THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATION INQUIRY SUBMISSION

Ph. 
21/07/2015
PLEASE WITHHOLD MY PERSONAL DETAILS FROM PUBLICATION

Dear Sir/Madam,
Please accept my submission to the Third Party Certification Inquiry.

   It is difficult to know where to begin in making this submission. I have read others submissions and they all
 put into words my same thoughts.
   My wife and I are both pensioners and Christians and on both counts we are not complaining or whinging,
 these are just facts. The fact that we are pensioners would imply that along with our grey hairs we have picked
 up a bit of wisdom and seen a number of changes take place in this world. We have seen Governments come
 and go, we have seen Nations rise and fall, we have seen moral decadence take hold and run rampant( drugs,
 euthanasia, abortion, same sex marriage) and we have seen with equal horror the world wide rise and
 infiltration of the Islamic ideology into otherwise peaceful and democratic countries. This Islamic ideology has
 crept in like a cancer and has grown and weakened the host countries to the point where they cannot function as
 the nation they were but are now under the control of the parasite that has infested them. My worry is that
 Australia can come under these same influences by not learning from the mistakes of other countries by
 allowing Islam to take root and then take over. I see the Halal Certification of our manufacturers, producers,
 suppliers, transporters and such as the thin edge of the wedge that, in the ready acceptance of it by Government
 and people alike, will make it so much easier for the Islamic ideology along with Sharia Law to take root. Like
 the cancerous growth it is it will then take over the host. As Christians we will not knowingly eat meat
 dedicated to a false god, Alah, and therefore we will not knowingly buy anything that is Halal Certified for we
 believe that this directly and indirectly finances the growth of the Islamic ideology along with Mosques and
 Islamic schools. There are many products that we have stopped buying for the above reasons and it is becoming
 more difficult to find alternatives.
   If it were possible for our Government to take over control of this Certification process it would curb the
 growing influence of the Islamic ideology of taking us over from within. We radiate cancers to kill them off.
 Expose Halal Certification for what it is and start the treatment.

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
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Senate Inquiry

Third Party Certification of Food Submission 2015

Roslyn Marsh 

Thank you for this opportunity to express my concerns about third party certification of food – in particular 
Halal Certification. Below are my replies to the terms of reference for the Senate inquiry.

a. the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not limited to,
schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and general food safety
certification schemes;

I believe that no scheme relating to certification of food should be conducted by a private company, driven 
by profit and for the sole benefit of the group the company represents. Only items for export that are being 
sent to an Islamic country should be halal certified, if required by the recipient country. Ideally only items 
that could possibly contain haram (unclean as described in the Koran) items should be halal certified. Items 
such as honey, water, fruit, etc that are naturally pure should never attract halal certification. Transport 
companies should not have to be halal certified as all foodstuffs transported in Australia is already required 
to move items in a clean and safe manner.

b. current labelling requirements of food certification schemes;

If a company has signed a contract for certification it should openly display a logo to inform the public of 
certification. Currently I am paying for halal certification on items and there is no way I can avoid it as all 
sugar in Australia is under the corrupt and unnecessary halal certification scam, and this is not fair. The 
current labelling system is woefully inadequate because as an Australian citizen I demand the right to know 
where my money is being spent. I demand the right to support the ideologies I approve of and halal 
certification has taken away this right. 

c. the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees;

All companies who have paid certification fees need to display a label or logo to inform the consumer that 
the product is aligned with a particular ideology so the consumer can make up their own mind about who or 
what they support. As an Australian consumer I demand to be able to research all aspects relating to 
products I consume, from ingredients to the mode of production. If a basic ingredient like sugar is halal 
certified then Australian are being forced to support the Islamic ideology that they are vehemently opposed 
to. If a product includes an item that has been halal certified then it should be prominently displayed on the 
packaging. 

d. whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make informed
purchasing decisions;

Currently many halal certified products don’t display a logo, and that is a form of deception. As a 
humanitarian and Christian I object to animals being slaughtered in the halal manner. Despite what the 
propaganda says about the animals being stunned I have seen many videos showing the suffering of those 
animals who have only been temporarily stunned and then had their throats cut, taking agonising minutes to 
die, and it makes me sick. As an Australian citizen I demand the right to only eat animals that have been 
humanely raised and killed.



I understand that it is not only the final product that can attract a halal certification fee but the fees may start 
from the farm to the transport and storage of ingredients, making the hidden costs raise the final cost by an 
unreasonable amount considering that I do not support the islamic ideology.

e. details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and the potential for
these to impact on prices for consumers;

Certification fees should never be confidential. The Australian public has a right to know what fees a private 
company is demanding for certification. All fees should be declared! It is impossible to calculate what cost 
the halal certification adds to the final product if the fee is kept confidential. Also, if halal certification has 
been applied up the chain of production then the final cost of the product can be significantly inflated (such 
as producer, then transport, then manufacturer, then supermarket, and the list goes on).

f. the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and returns to
producers;

The Australian government should be the only legal body in charge of certification. With the current laws of 
halal certification being handled by private companies and individuals it is open to corruption, nepotism and 
cronyism. In Malaysia the government is in charge of halal certification so why not make our own 
government the only allowable certifying body?

g. the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including, but not
limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any related matters.

I strongly object to halal certifiers being given ‘Not For Profit’ status, claiming they give their profits to 
charity. One halal certifier has stated on social media that the scheme has made him a millionaire – not 
exactly charitable. I also strongly object to any halal certification fees being confidential. As a consumer and 
Australian citizen I demand the right to know what ideologies my money is supporting so I can chose who I 
support. 

Thank you again for giving me the opportunity to express my views on this food certification.
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Dear Sir/Madam,

 

I wish to add this submission into the inquiry for Third party certification of food. 

Some of the terms of reference that I have concerns about, are as follows.

My main concern is with Halal certification.

Most companies do not put any sort of Halal symbol or Wording on their products, so both Muslims 
& Non Muslims, don't know at a glance what they can buy.  I fail to see how Halal-c can be good for 
marketing when products are not even labelled.

Halal certification/registration comes at a cost to the manufacturer of the product which can range 
from thousands to tens of thousands per month, to maintain the certification. This cost is passed on 
to the consumer, who in turn, through the purchase of halal certified products, is supporting a 
religious belief that they may either  not support or not wish to follow.

The fees demanded by certification bodies to acquire the certification are not only extensive, but in 
many cases of pressure on the company targeted, are nothing better than extortion. These costs are 
passed on to the consumer, no matter how much a company may deny such. All operational and 
marketing costs are paid for in the purchase of the product.

Having made the informed and well researched decision to HALAL CERTIFICATION  I strongly object 
to my purchases contributing funds to a religiously motivated scheme. I do not donate or contribute 
funds towards any religion voluntarily,and I highly resent being forced to as outlined.

The extent of certification re halal has become so widespread it is becoming difficult to find many 
staple foods that are not Halal Certified.To act and believe in being 'inclusive' works two ways, by 
'including' all consumers in a single halal certified product, with no clear alternative, is in reality 
imposing the religious status on everyone.

I also strongly object to supporting companies that support Islam, I do not want to financially 
support ANY religion.  In a country that is multi-race, multi-faith and multicultural to force Islam onto 
us is insulting.

WHY is everything being halal certified?   If the government cannot stop this then the government 
should make it so labeling is large and bold so even older people can see that a product is halal 
certified and money is going back to an islamic organisation.

A further final aspect to fees, certification and religious content, is that all fees are payable to 
religious, tax exempt bodies, bar one or two privately 'supposed experts'. One should be asking how 
and why non disclosure agreements are being allowed within the context of tax free religious bodies, 
these would seem to be a 'commercial' construct and only available to commercial transactions. 
Secondly, all funds are utilised only to the use of the specific religion, and are yet drawn from the 
widest possible section of society, and is in this fact using non muslims or jews if applicable to fund a 
religion without knowledge or consent. This is to me an offensive and illegal abuse of consumer 
trust.
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Submission	  to	  the	  Senate	  Inquiry	  into	  Food	  Certification	  Schemes	  
Thank	  you	  for	  the	  opportunity	  to	  speak	  against	  conditions,	  which	  are	  being	  insidiously	  
intruded	  into	  Australian	  community	  life.	  	  The	  matter	  of	  Certification	  of	  food	  
	  
I	  now	  earnestly	  condemn	  the	  offering	  of	  Halal	  certified	  food	  and	  other	  products	  in	  
Supermarkets	  and	  other	  places	  of	  business-‐	  often	  without	  identification.	  	  
Manufacturers/providers	  are	  invited	  by	  Islamic	  sources	  to	  accept	  their	  accreditation,	  for	  
which	  they	  must	  pay	  (passed	  onto	  the	  customer).	  	  The	  resulting	  income	  being	  channelled	  by	  
the	  Islamic	  source,	  into	  promotion	  of	  Islamic	  influence	  in	  Australia-‐	  i.e.	  schools,	  mosques	  etc.	  
	  
Halal	  influence	  is	  widespread	  in	  the	  availability	  of	  meat	  products,	  so	  much	  so	  that	  it	  is	  
difficult	  in	  many	  places,	  to	  obtain	  non-‐halal	  meat,	  the	  customer	  being	  told	  'that	  all	  meat	  is	  
halal.”	  This	  is	  offensive	  to	  us,	  discriminating	  against	  those	  of	  Jewish,	  Christian,	  Buddhist,	  
Hindu	  etc.	  beliefs,	  who	  do	  not	  raise	  funds	  in	  this	  surreptitious	  manner.	  Consider	  if	  Buddhists,	  
Christians	  or	  Jews	  approached	  these	  same	  businesses	  with	  the	  same	  proposition.	  	  There	  
would	  be	  an	  outcry!	  
	  
Muslims	  should	  adopt	  the	  Jewish	  practice	  of	  promoting	  particularly	  Jewish	  Kosher:	  the	  
Kosher	  meat	  being	  available	  in	  Kosher	  promoting	  outlets.	  	  So	  to,	  for	  Islamic	  products,	  e.g.	  
Halal	  (meats	  and	  other	  goods)	  being	  only	  available	  only	  in	  Islamic	  outlets.	  	  In	  so	  doing	  the	  
public	  would	  not	  be	  inadvertently	  duped	  into	  supporting	  unacceptable	  Islamic	  practices,	  
which	  are	  hostile	  to	  our	  Christian	  heritage	  and	  the	  normal	  function	  of	  commercial	  activity	  in	  
Australia.	  
	  
Should	  Islam	  adopt	  the	  practice	  of	  other	  religions	  that	  live	  co-‐operatively	  with	  our	  culture,	  
laws	  and	  practices,	  they	  would	  have	  no	  cause	  for	  countering	  legitimate	  opposition.	  	  We	  
expect	  Muslims	  to	  live	  co-‐operatively	  in	  our	  community,	  not	  seeking	  to	  take	  over	  positions	  of	  
influence,	  with	  the	  ultimate	  aim	  of	  law-‐making	  bodies	  and	  government,	  in	  direct	  opposition	  
to	  our	  present	  law-‐abiding,	  generally	  peaceful	  community.	  
	  
A	  definition	  of	  halal	  is	  as	  follows:	  

Halal simply means permitted or lawful. So when we are talking about halal foods 
it means any foods that are allowed to be eaten according to Islamic Sharia law. 
This means that for any food to be considered halal it must comply with the 
religious ritual and observance of Sharia law.  
 www.halalchoices.com.au/what_is_halal.html 

	  
Halal	  slaughter	  is	  a	  pagan	  process	  (being	  forced	  on	  our	  community),	  since	  the	  carcase	  
(meat)	  at	  killing	  is	  sacrificed	  in	  prayer	  to	  a	  foreign	  god.	  
Also,	  the	  gradual	  infiltration	  of	  Halal	  is	  an	  insidious	  lead	  into	  Sharia	  law	  with	  all	  its	  evils	  
including	  extensive	  discrimination	  of	  women	  and	  girls.	  
	  
In	  contemplating	  Islam	  and	  its	  practices,	  it	  is	  revealed	  not	  as	  a	  legitimate	  religion	  in	  the	  true	  
sense	  of	  the	  word;	  but	  a	  political	  organisation	  with	  the	  religion	  included	  as	  an	  attempted	  
blind	  to	  its	  aim	  for	  world	  domination	  destroying	  freedom,	  replacing	  it	  with	  slavery	  and	  
oppression.	  
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Third Party Certification of Food Submission

The key points of this submission are;

1. That the cost of third party certification is currently borne by all consumers 
2. That the fees charged by certifiers are in effect a food tax on those who do not require 

certification
3. That the tax is paid by the majority of consumers but the revenue collected is for the benefit 

of very few 

For a product to be certified, the producer needs to pay a fee. The certified product then gets 
labelled as certified. By default the producer must recover the cost of the fee in the margin of all 
certified products sold.

If certified products are labelled as certified and certification fees are paid then certified product 
should be priced at a premium to non labelled, non fee product. The fact that most of the products 
on our supermarket shelves are now labelled as certified and fees are being paid while there is no 
non certified product at a lower price means that all consumers are paying for the labelling and 
certification fees. Given that over 97% of the market does not require labelling or certification then 
the 97% will be paying for the benefit of the other 3%.  I am not convinced that the certification in 
the name of religion is actually required by followers of those religions as certification is not as 
common in many of those countries where these religions are more generally practiced. 

Taxes are usually collected for the good of the whole community. In the case of third party 
certification,   the tax is being paid to certifiers who can choose to direct the money collected to 
themselves or related groups. Nothing is required to come back to the general community.

My view is that if consumers have a desire for foods to be certified and labelled then they should 
pay a premium and non users should have the ability to purchase non certified non labelled product 
at a lower price. In the case of most non religious third party certification this is the case, eg organic,  
where certified products often result in a higher price for that product.

If export product is required to be certified and labelled then the exporter can include the cost in the 
negotiated price. 

All certification fees should be paid to a government controlled body to ensure consistency and 
avoid money collected going back to special interest groups that have created the need for the extra 
cost in the first place.

I personally object to purchasing products that are third party certified for the benefit of religious 
based groups because I derive no benefit while  my purchase is helping the producer recover the 
cost of the certification fees that are paid to certifiers. There is no value to me or the general 
community from the fees I would be supporting by buying third party certified products. The fees I 
am paying, however, are going to support the certifier and whoever the certifier chooses to support.  



 I am finding it increasingly difficult to purchase my usual choice of products that are not religious 
based , third party certified. The vast majority of mainline products are clearly labelled, some are 
certified by stealth and are intentionally difficult to determine. I practice as best I can by purchasing 
non certified products but it is almost impossible to avoid them in the food isles of our shopping 
centres. 

If I want to eat a  Cheese that is unlabeled and not had fees paid for its production than I should be 
able to at a price less than labelled/certified product. At the moment I have no choice between non 
certified and certified product of the same brand. Suppliers should be able to justify the price 
difference based on the cost of fees and labelling. 

What I Would lIke to See

- A Government controlled  body to regulate the third party certification of food
- If a producer decides to get third party certification then the certified product should be 

differentiated and sold at a higher price ie user pays. The producer and the user could then 
decide if it was worth the trouble. Producers and certifiers should report annually what they 
have payed/collected in fees

- Alternatively if the cost of certification is to be borne by the general public than any revenue 
raised through the certification process should be collected by the Government body  

- Any product with third party certification should require clear and consistent labelling 

On a more general level I am not happy that certain religious based groups are able to have such an 
invasive and insidious impact on our food production. The changes in processes, labelling cost, fees 
paid etc are all a cost to producers. I am not happy about the negative impact on employment for 
women and the treatment of animals in our food processing system given the some of the rules and 
beliefs of these religions. 
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From: Leo Olsen 
Sent: Tuesday, 21 July 2015 12:41 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: HALAL

Hi there my name is: Leo Olsen -   -  , how come we have
 to pay more tax for "NO REASON"!  QANTAS has just been going HALAL drifting away from
 western life style! What happening in EU? Im not a racist, BUT I DONT BELIEVE IN
  "C_U_L_T" BUSINESS!!! TY REMOVE  "HALAL TAX"  IT DOES NOT BELONG TO US! TY
 REGARDS LEO OLSEN

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au
mailto:Natasha.Rusjakovski@aph.gov.au


Third party certification of food 

Submission 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Senator, 

First thanks to speak up on behalf of the majority of Australians. 

We are very concerned in our family about Halal Certification. How a small minority of only 2% 
muslim can enforce it all over Australia. To make profit/scam to finance a  C_U_L_T trying to take 
over the world?!  

I would like to know, how much is passed on to consumers! If we do buy halal  certified, because we 
have so little choice, will we be able to get a tax refund from the government, as this tax does not 
apply to us. 

I would like to see this certification abolished, & would like to know where the money goes!? 

 

 

 

Regards: Leo Olsen 
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From: Richard Henderson  
Sent: Tuesday, 21 July 2015 2:03 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third party certification of food.

To: Senate Economics References Committee

Islamic tax on food. 

As an Australian citizen, I am firmly opposed to Sharia practices and the imposition of any Halal
 religious rights being waved over my food. I am Christian. I am not a Muslim. I resent that a
 faith such as Islam - I see as a dangerous global cult - is increasingly attached to virtually every
 grocery item that I pick up at the supermarket. What are these extortionate certification fees
 being used for? Reading Bernard Gaynor's submission to  the Senate Economics References
 Committee - here - it is clear that there is a possibility that monies are funding terrorism.
 Accountability? Notwithstanding terrorism, why should my family wish to be coerced - because
 it isn't voluntary - into funding greater numbers of Islamic schools and mosques?This is
 religious discrimination at its worst. Do Christians - or almost any other religion - arbitrarily
 impose taxes on other religions' food to fund schools and places of worship? The majority of
 Australians are not Muslim. It is unfair that my Christian beliefs and values should be 'insulted'
 and disregarded by a 'tax' funding a religion that history shows hates my own. By far and away
 the majority of my family and friends feel this way; however, most of them are too intimidated
 by Muslim violence toward its critics to even post on Facebook, or make a public submission
 such as the one I have today. Stop funding the imposition of Islamic Law on Australians! If
 Muslims want their food cleansed without ritual slaughter or halal practice, they simply need to
 say a prayer over it. I have no problem with that. 

Best wishes, 

Richard 

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au
mailto:Natasha.Rusjakovski@aph.gov.au
http://bernardgaynor.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/150716-Halal-Certification-Behind-the-veil-of-culinary-Sharia-webpage.pdf
http://www.maverick.asia/
tel:%2B66949192311


ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 706

Submission Details: Mr Simon Hoyle





From: Simon Hoyle  
Sent: Tuesday, 21 July 2015 2:18 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal Certification

Dear Sir / Madam,
I would like to formally submit my protest to Halal Certification and the barbaric necessities it brings to Australia. I
 wonder what the RSPCA has to say in regards to the requirements of Halal Certification in regards to inhumane
 slaughter of cattle. It is deplorable that animals are made to suffer horrific deaths all for the sake of a religious
 belief. I am an Atheist and I do not believe that I should have to fund ISLAM. I currently do not support Catholics,
 Christians, Mormons, Jehovah Witness, Hindu's, Budism or any other religious faith. Why am I currently subjected
 to Halal by stealth? Many products on Australian shelfs are Halal Certified but are not labelled appropriately.
 Cadbury is a prime example. I find it totally offensive that all of a sudden Australia is bowing to a minority and
 worried about Muslim sensitivity. 
I wish to bring to your attention links that I believe accurately reflects the seriousness of ISLAM and the effects it
 has on this world. ISLAM is not about conforming, ISLAM is about having the world assimilate to there ideaologies
 and beliefs. It is time the Australian Government put a stop to Halal Certification in Australia like many other
 countries are now acting upon very seriously. 
Halal Certification funds, where are they actually going? All avenues must be investigated to shut down this scam
 that is seriously effecting the Australian way of life. Millions of $ of Halal Certification Fess are making there way
 to terrorist organisations such as ISIS. 
Should Halal Certification continue unchecked, then we can expect Muslim / Islamic Terrorist Groups to only grow
 stronger funded by ordinary Australians that have never asked or agreed to. Even now within Australia, we hear
 of Muslim's wanting introduction of Sharia Law.     
Now is time for the Australian Government to shut down this Halal Certification.   

https://heavenawaits.files.wordpress.com/2008/04/islam_prayer.jpg 

https://www.facebook.com/l.php?
u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DwgBt7f75JRI%26feature%3Dshare&h=aAQEGmK7L&s=1

Simon Hoyle

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au
mailto:Natasha.Rusjakovski@aph.gov.au
https://heavenawaits.files.wordpress.com/2008/04/islam_prayer.jpg
https://www.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DwgBt7f75JRI%26feature%3Dshare&h=aAQEGmK7L&s=1
https://www.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DwgBt7f75JRI%26feature%3Dshare&h=aAQEGmK7L&s=1
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SENATE ENQUIRY INTO  FOOD  CERTIFICATION  SCHEMES 

I note that this enquiry covers a range of schemes and certifiers. All such 
schemes demand regular and stringent scrutiny and it is pleasing that 
such investigations are being undertaken. 

 

I would like to focus my comments on one aspect that is of concern to 
me; viz, application of halal certification. This certification applies to a 
very wide range of food and services. There appears to be no clear 
selectivity or application focusing on the exclusive requirements of the 
religious beliefs of a particular component of the population. Halal 
certification therefore becomes an imposition on all consumers 
regardless of their beliefs, religious or otherwise. By implication this 
results in benefits that apply to one group (muslims) while penalising 
those who are non-muslims. 

 

Such inequality demands a clear and workable system that enables 
those who do not benefit from the imposed tax to not be part of it. For 
this to occur there must be clear and unequivocal indication on products 
to indicate whether halal certification tax is involved. I try to determine 
this when I shop, but most foods are not so labeled even when I know 
they are part of the halal certification scheme. 

 

If halal certification is to continue then it would be desirable to have 
clearly designated areas on shelves for halal items. The concept of halal 
certification and its consequences as a stealth tax are generally a 
mystery to most people. Halal logos are not familiar to the non-muslim 
public and in mandatory labeling they must be distinctive and clear. 

Where a shop indicates that it is halal certified then a personal choice 
can be made if one wishes to avoid the tax. 

I look forward to the enquiry supplying a solution to this inequitable 
situation where the majority is held ransom by a minority religious group.  

Andrew Christie, , .     
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To whom it may concern,

Let me first state that I am not opposed to anybody having the freedom to practice the religion of 
their choice. All I ask is that everyone be shown the same respect.

My religion is just as valid as any other and should be valued and respected as such and not 
diminished by bullying tactics of those that dominate. My religion however, considers the recitations 
over the slaughtering of animals as prescribed by some other religions as a form of curse and 
completely unacceptable. In order for me to avoid cursed food I expect labelling to be in place to 
allow me to make an informed choice. People are quite entitled to curse whatever food or objects 
they like, all I ask is that if such an act is performed than I be allowed to know about it.

To that end I implore that a clear and obvious label be present on all items that comply with the said 
method of slaughter and cursing.

All I ask is to be able to consume my food comfortable in the knowledge that I am not blaspheming 
my religion or my God.
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I  wish  to  submit  to  the  Inquiry  into  Third  Party  Certification  of  Food  that  I  strongly  believe  
that  any  and  all  certification  of  food  should  be  transparent  and  the  information  clearly  
visible  on  the  product  itself.  
  
In  recent  years,  it  has  become  increasingly  difficult  to  determine  whether  meat  I  purchase  
has  been  slaughtered  in  a  way  that  causes  terrible  pain  to  the  animals.  I  do  not  wish  to  
consume  food  that  has  been  obtained  by  such  cruel  techniques,  and  have  a  right  to  know  
how  the  meat  I  eat  was  obtained.  
  
I  also  have  a  right  to  know  whether  other  foods  I  eat  have  been  certified  by  third  parties,  
and  who  those  parties  are.  I  am  aware  that  some  manufacturers  who  have  their  foods  
certified  are  not  indicating  such  on  their  packaging.  This  is  unfair  and  unethical  and  forces  
me  to  purchase  foods  that  I  would  not  otherwise  have  purchased.  In  effect,  I  am  being  
swindled  to  purchase  such  foods.  
  
I  understand  that  it  is  a  requirement  of  some  religions  that  certain  foods  be  certified,  most  
notably  that  of  Islam.  Given  the  terrorism  and  atrocities  committed  in  the  name  of  Islam,  I  
do  not  wish  to  be  associated  in  any  way,  shape  or  form  with  Islam.  This  includes  eating  
foods  that  have  been  certified  as  acceptable  under  that  religion.  
  
Thank  you  for  the  opportunity  to  make  a  submission  to  the  Inquiry.  
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Inquiry into the Third Party Certification of Food.

Dear Members of the Committee, 21st July 2015.

I wish to bring to your attention several things, which are as follows;

1. As a Christian, I do not wish to eat food which has, in essence, been dedicated to another god. It is 
becoming almost impossible to know if some foods have been so dedicated, and, in some instances, 
to find a particular type of food which has not been so dedicated. I do not want to eat beef (or any 
other food) which has been killed or produced according to Halal requirements. Therefore, the only 
beef killed for Halal certification should be that for which it is needed for those of that faith – all 
other beef should be killed in a ‘normal’ way.

2. Halal certification of foods is not needed for any foods produced except for a very few, such as 
beef. Those wanting to eat Halal certified food should, at their own expense, employ someone to 
check that it is produced according to required procedures. To demand a fee to have foods which do 
not require any special religious preparation as Halal certified is simply outrageous, and equates to 
extortion.

3. The payment by food producers/manufacturers etc to have food Halal certified is simply a tax 
which is passed on to the consumer. So we are in essence paying a tax to the Islamic church or those 
of the Islamic faith. This is a disgrace. No other (to my knowledge) religion imposes any similar  tax. 
The payment of this ‘fee’ should be illegal.

4. I add that I have no problem with those of other faiths eating food prepared according to their 
religious requirements. However, it should be CLEARLY LABELLED, only those foods required by the 
religious law of that faith should need to be certified and labelled, and no fee should be payable by 
any manufacturer.

Yours faithfully,

Glen Vonhoff
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Senate Standing Committees on Economics
The Economics References Committee

Third Party Certification of Food

My submission relates primarily to the issue of Halal Certification of food and other edible 
products.

a. the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not limited to, 
schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and general food safety 
certification schemes;

In the first instance I take issue with the legitimacy of the need for such certification given that 
according to the Quran all food is acceptable for consumption unless it is actually an exception 
that is specifically forbidden. 
With respect to animal products aside from ham (which is specifically forbidden) by far the 
majority of abattoirs in Australia already carry out the slaughtering process in keeping with the 
procedure that ensures the practice conforms with that required to ensure the produce is Halal. 

There is no Islamic law that mandates Halal certification. The question that should be asked is 
why have we had the development of the demands for Halal certification of food over the last 30 
years when Muslims have resided here and in other Western countries for many years prior to 
that. 
Muslims were not in breach of their religious beliefs prior to the introduction of Halal Certification 
as they are able to pray over there food (not unlike Christian and Jews), and in so doing it is 
then Halal for them.

b. current labelling requirements of food certification schemes;
There should be one label for the relevant certification and that label should be clearly displayed 
on all packaging of such certified products.

c. the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees;

The argument for Halal certification is that it allows Muslim consumers to be aware that the 
products they purchase are Halal. To have a product certified and then not have such 
certification clearly indicated on the packaging for the consumer to clearly see makes a mockery 
of the whole process and calls into question the motivation behind the proponents on Halal 
certification.
Logic would dictate that the certifiers would demand that as part of the certification process that 
all certified products are labelled as such for the benefit of the Muslim consumer the ultimate 
objective and beneficiary of the process, otherwise why bother.
To not label clearly, and insist that such is the case, must bring the whole issue into question 
and support the argument that it is more of a money making impost on Australian producers 
than an attempt to meet a legitimate religious need.

The current practice of not labelling certified products or placing the certification within the 
packaging is insidious, makes a mockery of the issue, and smacks of a deliberate attempt to 
mislead consumers who object to Halal certification.

Every consumer has the right to make an informed decision about the product he or she is 
purchasing, regardless of their motivation for accepting or rejecting the product. 



d. whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make 
informed purchasing decisions;

As noted above, the current scheme allows for blatant deceit, 
If Halal certification is allowed to continue:
There should be one and one only symbol mandated by government and placed in sight on the 
outside of all product packaging. This will ensure that all consumers can make an informed 
choice and Muslim consumers can readily identify whether a product they purchase is lawful for 
consumption or use by them.
  

e. details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and the 
potential for these to impact on prices for consumers;

I am not aware that the costs of certification are totally transparent and in the public domain 
available for scrutiny. There appears to be evidence to the effect that these costs vary between 
the individual certifiers and what they charge individual producers. Evidence also suggests that 
the fees changed are substantial.
There is no evidence to suggest that the accounts of Halal certifiers in Australia are 
independently audited and reported to relevant Australian government bodies.

If Halal certification is to continue in Australia, then serious consideration needs to be given to:
 the process being developed, structured and implemented by government
 with government oversight as to who is allowed to certify
 a substantiated fee structure implemented by government. 
 All authorized certifiers should be required to have their accounts independently audited 

and these accounts filed with the appropriate government department for scrutiny. 

With respect to costs being passed on to the consumer, simple cost accounting demonstrates 
that all costs of production are embedded into the final sale price of any item. While some 
producers may under certain circumstances absorb some costs of production due to market 
conditions, this does not continue ad infinitum.  Logic dictates that the costs of certification form 
part of the production cost and sale price.

f. the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and returns to 
producers;
If export markets demand that a producer’s product is Halal certified then such certification 
should be undertaken by the process dictated by government as noted in the response to 
criterion e. above

g. the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including, but not 
limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any related matters.

As noted in response to criterion e. above it appears that the information in regard to certifiers is 
not at all adequate. 
Given the infighting and alleged financial irregularities that have come to light recently The 
general public is justified in being highly suspicious of the entire Halal certification issue. 

As noted in my response to criterion e. if the legitimacy of the Halal certification is to be 
accepted together with the impost it imposes on Australian producers and consumers, it needs 
to be regulated by government and be totally transparent.  
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Dear Senators,

I would like all third party certification of food made illegal. Food is food and it should be kept free 
from religion. 

At a minimum it should be made a law that all food packaging must be clearly labelled with any 
religious certification so the consumer has the choice of purchasing the item without being 
deceived.

All food should be clearly labelled. Some companies (Cadbury) pay to certify their food as Halal but 
do not put the halal symbol on the packaging. This is very deceitful.

I, like 98% of Australians am not a Muslim or Jewish so why is the food that I’m eating prepared to 
conform to Muslim and Jewish standards? If Muslims and Jewish followers do not want to eat the 
food because it’s not prepared in a way that their religions require then its pretty simple….don’t eat 
it!!!!

From my research companies pay for religious certification and these companies are all about the 
dollar. They would not pay the fee from the goodness of their hearts meaning that the cost of the 
certification is passed on to the consumer with increased prices. This is completely unacceptable. 
Why should I be paying for the food I eat to be religiously certified? It is basically a religious tax on 
the food we eat. It is ridiculous and something needs to be done urgently to stops it. 

These religious certifiers are getting wealthy from the Australian consumer and laughing all the way 
to the bank. They wouldn’t be able to believe just how easy it is to make money in Australia and if 
it’s ever questioned then they just have to say its racist …..Think about that!!!!!

I will not buy food that is clearly marked as Halal or Kosher as I am not Muslim or Jewish. Some 
Australian staples such as Vegemite and Cadbury have sold out and it is disgraceful!!!

It is very hard to shop, having to look at every label. It would be a lot easier if clearer labelling was 
made a law. It would also be easier to shop if it was made law that if a company pays for religious 
certification then it has to be clearly displayed on the packaging.

If companies want to export to Muslim countries then go right ahead expand and enter new 
markets, but make the products to suit the market, don’t leave Australia with religiously certified 
food just so you can export. Leave Australian food as it should be, Religion free!!!!!

I am also against cruelty to animals. Animals should be killed humanly, not have be hit on the head 
and their throats cut so they bleed to death. Hello…..This is Australia in 2015 not some backwards, 
archaic, barbaric Middle Eastern country from 300+ yrs ago. This is completely unacceptable. Surely 
common sense must come into play here and a law passed that animals must be killed humanly.

Regards,
Christopher Bliss
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I am writing this letter as I am concerned by the excessive and unnecessary third party certification 
of our consumer products and services that has occurred without regulation over the last thirty 
years.  The cost of allowing this will cause a considerable indirect cost to the most basic right of 
peoples access to affordable food. This inquiry is only on food products and should be extended to 
services as well. 

Our food labelling is already very good and extensive. This has been developed over a 
considerable time and contains all the information that is required for everyone. The ingredients are 
listed and include all the additives and substances that are allergenic to some individuals. The 
labelling also includes the nutritional information. This is sufficient to cover all requirements. We 
have the 'worlds best practice’ for food processing; packaging, transport and animal welfare
regulations and these are suitable for export and should not be compromised. You can find facts 
supporting this on the label of any processed food product on the market. * 

All the information that any individual needs is already on our labels, if anything else is required it 
should be by application through our government regulatory bodies at the expense of the 
organisation, individual, exporting or importing body and clearly added to the label so that everyone 
can read it, not as a symbol. 

There is some deficiency in that that there is no information on the label about any process that the 
product has been subjected to, that is not covered by the regulations, such as the processing 
method, cooking method, grain fed, genetic modification, animal welfare, ritual slaughter, country of 
origin etc. Some processes can certainly have an effect on the product as the FAO mention here 
on their site **. This is an area of concern and should be added to the labelling so that the 
individual consumer can make an informed selection of the product and any organisation can 
educate their members what to look for when selecting a product. 

If a third party certification system is accepted, it will be have to be open to all interested groups. 
There are not only religious groups interest in this, there are already and will be many groups and 
organisation waiting to be able to charge a fee to certify and police their interests. Organisations 
that are scientific (diet, prescription, allergy groups), sport (natural drugs), animal welfare (grain 
fed, slaughter method, farming method, organic, genetic modified), Vegan, etc, all will have to be 
catered for. The cost of this certification and policing of it should be at the expense of the interested 
organisation as it is all about marketing of the product. This uncontrolled certification will be of a 
great inconvenience to the producer, the manufacturer and the consumer. It may very well open 
opportunities for criminal activity to occur.  

Summary: 

All the information is already on the basic labelling of our processed food products. There may 
need to be some extension of this, to include the process the product has be subjected too. There 
is no need for third party labelling, let the individual consumer decide on what they require, 
do not let organisations etc, dictate their requirements. 

Certification by non-government and other organisation will be uncontrolled and 
unreasonable to the producer, the manufacturer and the consumer with uncontrolled regulation 
allowing unsavoury activity, discrimination and discontent.  

This maybe out of this inquiries brief, but the certification of other businesses such as packaging, 
transport, buildings, retailing, education, finance, institutions etc should be under investigation also. 

* http://www.foodstandards.gov.au/industry/labelling/pages/default.aspx
** http://www.fao.org/docrep/003/X6909E/x6909e04.htm 

Dr Ivan Schindler B.V.Sc. 
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Halal – a submission from a concerned Australian

Executive summary

1. I do not believe what the majority of Islamic community leaders are telling us. Islam has 
only one affiliation and/or loyalty, and that is to Islam – and that has no borders.

2. I believe in the strongest terms that sharia law should be legislated against with offenders 
to be dealt with in the harshest possible penalties. Adherence to sharia, where that is 
contrary to Australian Law, is either criminal, seditious or treasonous. 

3. I believe, that like every other aspect of sharia law, which halal is, and so many other 
Islamic customs and traditions, halal certification has no place in Australia. It wasn’t 
necessary before 1978 and it is not necessary now.

4. I do not believe that, regardless of its apparent insignificance, which is both doubtful and 
debatable, the Australian public should pay one cent extra to companies who decide to go 
the certification path. All food can be made halal at its destination.

5. I do not believe the rest of this country’s population, with its many religions and ‘special’ 
requirements, should be forced to accept halal certified foods.

6. I vehemently oppose the method of slaughter associated with halal as extremely cruel to 
livestock and discriminatory to non-Muslim slaughtermen.

7. I also do not believe any of these organisation should be allowed Charity or deductible Gift 
recipient (DGR) status as it is clearly a profit making venture and no one is able to ascertain 
with any certainty where those profits go.

8. And lastly, in my opinion, Islam is neither race nor a religion. It is an ideology which is 
absolutely and totally incompatible with the Australian Constitution and way of life. Islam, 
and its associated adherence to sharia law and the Hadith, undermines our freedom of 
speech and promotes values, based on Bedouin nomadic tribal customs dating back more 
than 1400 years, as being desirable in 2015 



Detailed submission
Halal and Islam – the ramifications of its history, meanings and definitions.

Halal is an Arabic word which means permissible. It has been in use for at least 1400 years, since 
the advent of Islam.

It should be noted however, that Islam as such, did not eventuate when Mohammed lived but well 
after his death and although founded on his ‘teachings’, it was not founded by him. This occurred 
when a certain warlord decided he need a religion to assist in subduing his conquered population, 
not unlike the way Christianity started. 

His teachings were also, not only based on the bible and the torah, but similar to the bible, written 
well after his death.

This was at a time when Arabic did not contain vowels. These were added afterwards which has 
resulted in many discrepancies in the way the Koran is interpreted. It is largely believed however, 
that Islam means submission or surrender to the will of a god, Allah. 

Allah was widely worshipped before the advent of Islam. It is written in the old testament of the 
Christian bible that Moses, after receiving the 10 commandments on Mount Sinai, came upon his 
people praying to a calf and invoking the name of Sin, after which the Sinai is named (the 
wilderness of Sin). Sin was the Moon god. He was also known by other names and on the Arabian 
Peninsula, he was known as Al-ilah, later shortened to Allah. It is interesting that Islam uses the 
moons crescent as their symbol because in real terms, the name Al-ilah was only one phase of the 
moon god. It is to this moon god that the Arabs remained true and even though they actually 
worshipped 360 gods at the Kabah in Mecca, which was built as a shrine for the moon-god, it was 
their conviction that the Moon-god was the greatest of all gods.

It was Muhammad who decided that Allah was not only the greatest god but the only god. This 
puts paid to the theory, held by some, that Allah and the Christian God are essentially the same 
deities or that Allah is in anyway compatible with Him.

Who is affected and how

There are many religions today which have forbidden foodstuffs, haram in Arabic terms. However, 
one ‘rule’ that most if not all these faiths, including Christianity, have in common, is that they are 
forbidden to partake of food blessed for, or in the name of, someone they would consider a false 
god.  

As such, without considering the cost of halal certification, the ramifications of making everything 
‘halal’ is a blatant disregard of all other faiths. This is to be avoided absolutely as it plays into the 
hands of those who would progress Islam at all costs and make sharia the only law of the land. 

Halal is essentially only required for meat products. It requires a beast to be butchered in a 
particularly painful fashion, whilst it faces the correct direction – possibly Mecca, home of the moon 
god but there is evidence to suggest it is a place somewhere in the Sinai. It also requires the 
butcher to be Muslim in order to utter bismillah and allahu akbar three times. 



The neck is then partially severed with a sharp knife to cut the jugular veins and carotid arteries of 
both sides but leaving the spinal cord intact. This results in the beast’s heart continuing to pump 
out as much blood as possible to ensure the meat is clean because the Koran states blood is 
haram - not halal. 

The result of this extremely cruel practice is that the animal is alive while it painfully exsanguinates, 
panicking and trying to bellow and breathe. Additionally, all other animals present, as would be the 
case in an abattoir environment, can hear and smell the death of one of their own causing more 
panic which causes chemicals such as adrenalin to be released by the beasts’ brains and pituitary 
glands. It is the opinion of the writer that this actually degrades the resulting meat.
 
Abattoirs in Australia are required to stun the animals before this occurs but it is not known if all 
abide by that practice or if the stunning implement delivers a dose which is sufficient to ensure the 
animal does not wake up before it exsanguinates. 

Additionally, due to the various interpretations of the Koran, in some circles, stunning the animal 
before cutting its throat does not make it halal. It is therefore questionable whether the stunning 
practice is practiced appropriately and efficiently. 

Even worse, there are a small number of abattoirs in Australia that have been granted permission 
from the relevant State or Territory food authority to conduct religious slaughter without prior 
stunning – for either Halal or Kosher (Jewish slaughter) purposes. These ‘approvals’ are effectively 
exemptions to standard Australian slaughter practice. The proportion of animals slaughtered under 
these exemptions is very small, but nevertheless that any animals are slaughtered without stunning 
is of concern to the RSPCA.

The other ramification of a halal abattoirs is that it discriminates against non-Muslim slaughtermen 
who are excluded on religious grounds, which, it is believed, is against the Anti-discrimination Act.

An Islamic tax

There are also those, like me, who oppose halal certification costs as they see it as a version of the 
Islamic tax known as jizhya:

“Fight those who believe not in God nor the Last Day, nor hold that forbidden which hath 
been forbidden by God and His Apostle, nor acknowledge the religion of Truth, (even if they 
are) of the People of the Book (i.e., Jews and Christians), until they pay the Jizhya with 
willing submission, and feel themselves subdued.  (Quran, 9:28-29)"

Jizhya was a tax imposed on inferior non-Muslims which in previous times was essentially a fee for 
protection provided by the Muslim ruler in lieu of military service and for the permission to privately 
practice a non-Muslim faith. It was also as a sign of submission to the Muslim and in many ways, 
compliance with Islamic sharia law. Whilst the former protective aspect is now unlikely to be the 
case, the latter is definitely a matter of concern to me and many other opponents of halal 
certification.



Why do we have certification?

Halal certification is a recent phenomenon. It is thought to have originated during the late 1970s 
and early 1980s, which saw the establishment of Halal authorities and committees in different 
Muslim countries to monitor and enforce Halal requirements in foods. Although The Islamic Centre 
in Singapore began providing these services and started its Halal certification program in 1978, the 
Malaysian government is considered to be the leader in the globalization of Halal certification, 
establishing a national Halal/Haram committee in 1982. This evidently came as a response to 
Muslim consumer pressure.

However, the question needs to be asked what the Muslim community ate before certification 
appeared. The answer is of course that they ate just as they do now. There is nothing that prevents 
a Muslim from eating anything unless it is expressly forbidden, such as blood, pork and alcohol. 
And if there is any doubt the person as able to say the bismillah over his own food which makes it 
halal. There is therefore no justification or requirement for halal certification – just as it was un-
necessary before 1978. It is my view that this is nothing more than an extortionate money making 
venture. 

What does halal certification cost?

The cost involved in halal certification, anecdotally at least, is in the trillions of dollars worldwide. 
The Federal Government's trade body Austrade cites 2012 Malaysian research that estimated the 
value of the halal food industry globally at between $US600 billion and $US2.1 trillion. Given the 
increase of this phenomenon since its inception, it is likely to be more or at least at the higher end 
of that estimate in 2015.

The magnitude of the certification fee is possibly the main concern as there appears to be no 
means by which it can be established that some of these funds do not end up in the hands of 
extremists and/or terrorists. 

And it becomes even more complicated when it is realised that to export to Saudi Arabia, it needs 
to certify by Saudis. That scenario has the potential to blow out the cost even further when a 
company might export to other Muslim countries as well and requiring different certification for 
individual countries.

Where do the fees go?

We are told the fees will be used for peaceful purposes and to pay for schools and mosques and to 
assist the poor. However, we have now seen, in Australia and elsewhere in the world, the mis-
management of Islamic schools to the point where government funding is cut and investigations 
are being held. It therefore becomes problematic when we are told that halal certification fees are 
used for schools. Similarly, we have seen firebrand hate and jihad encouraging preaching occur in 
quite a few mosques and it’s again problematic when we are told certification fees are used to build 
more mosques.

And as reported by the ABC’s Fact Finder, none of the companies or organisations that certify 
halal meat in Australia are public companies, so they are not required to publicly report what they 
earn from halal certification, so it follows that there is also no reporting of where the money goes.



It also reported that Australian Transaction Reports and Analysis Centre (AUSTRAC) - the 
government body that monitors money laundering and terrorism - had no information to indicate 
there are links to terrorism financing from halal certification fees but as no amounts under $10,000 
is reportable, it is easy to circumvent that control.

The Australian Crime Commission (ACC) issued a statement in November 2014 saying its 
taskforce with AUSTRAC and the AFP had identified links between organised crime and terrorism 
funding.

"However, the Australian Crime Commission is not aware of any direct links between the legitimate 
halal certification industry and money laundering or the financing of terrorist groups," said the 
commission's chief executive Chris Dawson.

The word of concern here is ‘direct’. In view of the aforementioned investigations into school 
funding for example and the apparent radicalisation of schools, such as has been reported 
happening at the Islamic College of South Australia.
 
Worldwide we have reports such as when Qatar’s royal family was looking for advice on charitable 
giving, it turned to a well-regarded professor named Abd al-Rahman al-Nu’aymi. The 59-year-old 
educator had a stellar résumé that included extensive fundraising experience and years of work 
with international human rights groups.

But one apparent accomplishment was omitted from the list. According to U.S. treasury officials, 
Nu’aymi was worked secretly as a financier for al-Qaeda, funnelling millions of dollars to the 
terrorist group’s affiliates in Syria and Iraq even as he led campaigns in Europe for greater 
freedoms for Muslims.

Nu’aymi was one of two men identified by officials last week as major financial backers of al-Qaeda 
and its regional chapters across the Middle East.

And closer to home, in their 2013 Annual report signed off by the President of the Islamic Council 
of WA, (Dr) Rateb Jneid it was stated, inter alia: (click to read the full report)

“… Our Halal subcommittee now is functional and income starts coming 
Our next aim is to expand Halal certification for local and international business.
“In our Masjid (mosque), many activities were conducted by our resident Imam Hisham 
Obeid.
Over the year the Masjid has continued to assist other associations by allowing the facility 
(halal certification setup) to be used.”
“During the year ICWA (the Islamic Council of WA) has made ongoing donations to Syria 
because of the difficult civil conditions.
“The donations were made through al Imdaad charity, to ensure that no recriminations 
could be directed at ICWA.”

It is reports such as these, and there are many more, that gives me cause for grave concern. 

Perhaps the ABC’s Fact Check did not find anything to support Pauline Hanson’s assertions of 
halal funding terrorism, but neither did they find anything to prove her wrong. 

http://www.austrac.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/terrorism-financing-in-australia-2014.pdf
https://crimecommission.gov.au/media-centre/release/australian-crime-commission-media-statement/acc-statement-halal-industry
http://islam4infidels.com/icwa-admits-supporting-terrorism/


Worse still, the AFP and ACC have only said they found no direct links. That does not mean there 
are no indirect links, such as the allegation made against Al Imdaad.

Other related issues

We should also never forget or under-estimate the impact of Al Taqqiya - ‘holy deception’ (Koran 
5:32) or ‘Kitman’ – lying by omission -   – which, essentially Shi’ite and dependent on various 
interpretations, is the requirement of Muslims to gain the trust of non-believers in order to draw out 
their vulnerability and defeat them. Here the bottom line is that anything is permissible to further 
the cause of Islam. There are many examples, of leaders in the Arab world routinely say one thing 
to English-speaking audiences and then something entirely different to their own people in Arabic. 

Yasser Arafat was famous for telling Western newspapers about his desire for peace with Israel, 
then turning right around and whipping Palestinians into a hateful and violent frenzy against Jews. 

That makes anything a Muslim leader says not worthy of consideration until it has been thoroughly 
and independently verified which our press and governments are guilty of not doing, taking 
everything at face value. 

This is a huge mistake as so many instances in the US, Europe and the UK have unfortunately 
proven.



References (where not included in the text):
http://www.biblebelievers.org.au/moongod.htm (contains many more references of its own)
http://kb.rspca.org.au/What-is-Halal-slaughter-in-Australia_116.html 
http://www.eat-halal.com/historical-perspective-halal-certification/ 

http://www.biblebelievers.org.au/moongod.htm
http://kb.rspca.org.au/What-is-Halal-slaughter-in-Australia_116.html
http://www.eat-halal.com/historical-perspective-halal-certification/
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Senate Enquiry into Third Party Certification Of Food.

Sirs,

Thank you for the opportunity to comment in this regard.

In relation to the terms of reference;

a – All foods and their processes must be transparent to purchasers so that an informed choice may 
be made.

b- Food must be labelled as Kosher, Halal, etc. so that our religious freedom under our constitution is 
not compromised.

c- Again, for transparency, any certification fees paid by companies to third party certifiers must be 
made public or at least overseen by a government authority.

d- Current schemes do not provide enough information to purchasers for decision, and in fact seem 
to be deliberately hidden in some instances.

e- When a third party certifier makes comment that the certification has paid for his wife’s shoes, 
something is clearly wrong with the scheme and it appears to have become a scam against the 
public.

f- The notion that for example Halal is required for export is a crock, as moslems do not have halal 
schemes in countries where they are the majority. Saying a prayer over the food is permissible as 
written in the Koran and Hadiths.

g- Full disclosure of all certifiers, fees and clear labelling is a no brainer. It must be provided. 

    Halal means permissible under Sharia law,…a law that should not have any legitimacy in Australian 
values and culture.

Other points I wish to raise are;

1. I do not believe that costs to businesses by the third party certification such as Halal are 
absorbed by that business. All businesses must make money.  Any costs to them are passed 
on to the consumer.

2. I believe my religious freedom under the constitution is taken from me when I cannot make 
an informed choice as to whether the food I am eating has been sacrificed to an 
idol….incidentally which goes against our Judeo Christian roots. I refer to Acts 15:29 of our 
Bible, which states we are to abstain from food sacrificed to idols.

3. In relation to Halal certification, even moslem clerics have stated it is an unnecessary money 
grabbing scam.

4. If moslems or the Jewish wish to eat halal or Kosher, then ALL costs must be borne by them.
A standardised label must also be used as currently there are many Halal labels, all different.

5. Moslems state that proceeds of certification go to mosques, schools etc and not to fund 
terrorism……yeah right!!!. Until there is government control, this will always be in doubt. 



I would ask do our defense forces buy halal certified food? If they do, then they may be 
funding the very people we are fighting. It is a very sad joke.

6. Mosques practice segregation of men and women, and teach things contrary to Australian 
law and values….ie the koran. Some mosques and imams even endorse under age marriage.  
Moslem schools have done stupid things like banning a piano because it is evil, and teaching 
that girls cannot compete in sport as they may lose their virginity!! My goodness!!! Is this 
the type of education our fees will be paying for?? NO!  Is this what we want in Australia? 
NO!.

7. Moslems are Islamic. Isis is Islamic state. To say they are not the same is laughable. They 
both follow the same play book—the koran.

8. I do not want my purchases at the grocery store to fund this evil ideology, which has no 
place in this modern world.

9. The fact that already ‘halal’ (or permissible) items are still certified, such as milk, honey, 
nuts, grains, fish, fruit and veg seems to confirm the ‘rort’ status of halal certification.

10. The halal slaughter of animals is inhumane. (one can imagine if I went to an abattoir and 
asked to chant a ‘prayer’ over an animal before I killed it as a ritual slaughter, I would be 
thrown out and locked in a mental asylum)

11. I also understand that upon the halal certificates there is a reference in regard to compliance 
with sharia law. This law has no legal standing in Australia, and has no right to be associated 
with any food preparation that we as consumers purchase.

My goodness, the majority of Australia can see that this non integrating ideology is contrary 
to absolutely everything Australian, and you, as the government need to govern on behalf of 
all Australians for the betterment of Australia. 
The time has come, throw out political correctness, do the right thing for us.

Thanking You
Name withheld.
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Senate Standing Committees on Economics 
PO Box 6100 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600 
 
economics.sen@aph.gov.au 
 
 
 

Attn: Committee Secretariat 
       21 July 2015 

 

Certification of food 
 
Dear leadership and decision makers, 
I wish to express my concern that certain foods available to the whole 
community may be required to conform to particular religious rules 
that are not widely shared by the purchasing community. I refer to 
Halal specifications and am offended that normal folk may be 
consciously or subconsciously compelled to support the adherents of a 
particular ideology. 

 
 Yours faithfully 
    
 
 
  
  

 

  
 

Tel        
Mobile:      
E'mail:    

mailto:economics.sen@aph.gov.au
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SUBMISSION TO SENATE INQUIRY INTO THE THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATION 
OF FOOD

ITEM B: CURRENT LABELLING REQUIREMENTS OF FOOD CERTIFICATION 
SCHEMES
It is my wish that all products from halal certified suppliers, large or small, be 
labelled with a clearly recognizable symbol of a size that is large enough not be 
lost on the packaging.  I don’t wish to pay a hidden Islamic tax.

ITEM C: THE NEED FOR LABELLING ON PRODUCTS PRODUCED BY COMPANIES 
THAT PAY CERTIFICATION FEES
It is my wish that companies who pay halal certification fees be required to 
clearly label each and every one of those products. It is my belief that products 
such as bottled water receiving halal certification is ridiculous. I want to know 
which companies pay for the certification, so I can avoid purchasing those 
products. I believe it is my right, as a consumer, to have this information readily 
at hand. I don’t wish to pay a hidden Islamic tax.

ITEM D: WHETHER CURRENT SCHEMES PROVIDE ENOUGH INFORMATION FOR 
AUSTRALIAN CONSUMERS TO MAKE INFORMED PURCHASING DECISIONS
I do not believe that current schemes provide enough information for me to 
make informed decisions about my purchasing of goods. I believe as mentioned 
before that labelling is a must. I would go further and say that those individuals 
and organisations that receive money from halal certification must be very 
closely monitored in regards to where the money actually goes. I would also like 
to know why products that have for years been consumed by all in the 
community, now need halal certification – WHY? I don’t wish to pay a hidden 
Islamic tax.

ITEM E: DETAILS REGARDING CERTIFICATION FEES PAID BY FOOD 
PRODUCERS AND/OR MANUFACTURERS, AND THE POTENTIAL FOR THESE TO 
IMPACT ON PRICES FOR CONSUMERS
It is my belief that halal certification schemes, and the requirement of compliant 
companies to pay for such certification, would be increasing the cost of goods I 
buy. As halal certification has permeated into every single area of the 
supermarket (without us knowing the full extent), it seems impossible to escape 
it.  I don’t wish to pay a hidden Islamic tax.

ITEM G: THE EXTENT AND ADEQUACY OF INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO THE 
PUBLIC ABOUT CERTIFIERS INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, 
CERTIFICATION PROCESSES, FEES AND FINANCIAL RECORDS; AND ANY 
RELATED MATTERS
It is my wish that full and regular audits be made of each and every halal 
certification organization. I am suspicious, as I think many other people are, 
about where this money goes. I don’t wish to pay a hidden Islamic tax.
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Senate Standing Committee 

PO Box 6100 

Parliament House 

Canberra ACT 2600

Dear Sir/Madam

I would like to add my submission to the inquiry regarding third party certification of foods.

My concern is with Halal certification, a requirement for those that follow the Islamic ideology. 
Manufacturers/Producers are charged a fee to comply with this certification and where this fee goes 
is not widely known or auditable, I have discovered. 

Until recently, I had no knowledge that many of the staple items and meat sold in the shops I 
purchase from, have this certification. Many do not display any stamp or identifying mark, which 
does not allow me, should I wish, to choose a different product. It is for this reason that I ask for 
clear labelling so that I can make that choice.

The Australian Constitution Section 116 clearly states that The Commonwealth shall not make any 
law for establishing any religion, or for imposing any religious observance on its citizens. I am just 
asking for that freedom of choice. 

Yours sincerely

Gail Blume
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 Submission to the senate enquiry into halal certification....

 Dear Sir/Madam, As a ordinary tax paying citizen, I would like to add my concerns into this 
inquire.
 I am a 3rd generation Australian, who is neither a racist or a bigot, I believe in giving everyone a 
fair and even go.
 I welcome people from all walks of life and from every corner of the globe, until they do wrong by 
me ( by robbing or attacking me) they are all welcome in my home.
 I do however have some very strong objections to this halal certification that is being forced upon 
me in my every day grocery purchases and creeping into my life in general.
 There are several reasons for my objections which I'm happy to point out below.
 1/ Why am I being forced to pay a extra tax on my normal shopping above the GST already 
factored into my purchase.
 2/ Why is a religious organisation allowed to add a fee to my shopping bill.
 3/ This is a fee applied to companies and passed on to the consumer, that is meant to help a muslim 
person know what is permissible and what is not. Yet it is being applied to things that even the 
dumbest of people know is not, nor should ever be on the list. Meaning things like Water ! Sugar ! 
Flour just to name a few.
 4/ I can understand this being applied to the slaughter of meat they eat. I'll not go into my views on 
the cruelty of such slaughter. As this is how it all started, and has since crept into just about every 
fascist of our lives.
 5/ Why does my tampons or my toilet paper fall into what is permissible, since these are everyday 
items that would never be coincided haram.
 6/ Why does my pet food have to also be included under this scheme. I thought dogs were haram so 
no muslim would own one and there would be no need for it to be halal.
 7/ My list can go on and on for ever with why I object to this, but I wont. I would like you to take 
note that if I want to pay any religious organisation I'd like to do so under my terms. Not be forced 
into it. 
This needs to be fixed ! I have no problem with any company paying for this in their exported 
goods, but it is neither needed or warranted for the Australian market.  
 I'm well aware that nothing will be done, and we the public will keep being screwed with little or 
nothing coming from this, but at least I've tried to make a difference. It's not me that it's going to 
effect in the years that follow, but my grandchildren that will bare the brunt of this creeping sharia 
law and muslim takeover of our once peaceful free country.
Yours truly Noelene Ommundson
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22/07/2015
PLEASE WITHHOLD PRIVATE DETAILS FROM PUBLICATION

(This is my first Submission to any Government enquiry, Please 
forgive its structure and rely on its content. Thank you.)

Third Party Food Certifications.

I know many people are opposed to any form of added cost to our food 
supply from pasture to plate.

The backbone of all civilization is our Farmers and our food 
suppliers and I am tired of people taking advantage of basic needs 
for GREED.

There are many certifications which are in my opinion unnecessary 
and some which over reach their original intent.

Therefore, rather than picking out the obvious and listing why each 
certification is corrupted or redundant, I want to concentrate on 
definitions and boundary's  which I feel are being exploited by 
certifying agencies in Australia and the World. I encourage that all 
submissions are important and must be read with a grain of 
(uncertified) salt.

- FOOD-

The definition of "FOOD" should be any resource which is meant for 
Human consumption for the benefit of nutrition and well being.If you 
can not eat it it is not food.
This would automatically negate added costs to pet foods,cosmetics, 
plastics , services ,transport, and any other product or service 
stretching of definitions in order to maximize the blanketing of the 
marketplace through certification schemes which have their own 
standards and practices which they must adhere too.
Ideally the only valued "permissible" standard is the humanitarian 
and united Australian standard as devised by our government and 
health boards not some ancient ideaology . there is no HALAL,HARAM 
OR KOSHER as recognized by their specific languages and the meaning 
of the word permissible or unlawful will always refer to the 
Australian standard and law providing quality, safety and value .



All foods which are fully grown within Australia should be honoured 
with an Australian certification, free of charges and promoted .
All food considered Kosher or Halal (or any other religious 
certification)naturally, AS DICTATED by their holy books ,should be 
certified so free of charge and labelled accordingly as 'naturally 
permissible OR permissible to all requirements . Examples are honey, 
grains, cereals, milk , eggs etc.

Manufacturers should be allowed to cater to any demographic they 
want as long as they label appropriately, in the case of Kosher or 
Halal a universal label easily recognizable so that consumers can 
safely choose to avoid to make sure adequate supplies are available 
for the population of Jewish or Muslim citizens are taken care of in 
proportion to their numbers.
An User pays policy should be strictly enforced and universal 
agreement among the specific religion Leaders on standards regarding 
food ,PRIOR to seeking certifications, are mandatory.
Any conflicting food can not be certified as permissible if it is 
not recognized as permissible to all the Faithful, ( full and united 
consensus)

Religious slaughtered foods should be labelled as ritually 
slaughtered (RS) even if the animal is rejected or certain cuts of 
meat are not considered permissible to protect the choice of humane 
treatment of animals.
If an animal is rejected ,it CAN NOT be resold as none ritual 
slaughtered ( non kosher or non Halal) as that is just despicable.

I am sure other submissions go into greater detail on this subject 
and detail specifics within different ideaologies.

Organic food should be the norm and not the exception.
I believe that non organic growers should be charged with a non-
compliance certification rather than the other way around, this may 
need to be addressed in a different way and incentives to create 
naturally good foods .

Vegan and other similar certifications should be done in the best 
interest of the company and it commitment to serving its 
demographic. it should be adequate that no meat is present.
I am going to claim ignorance on other certifications  like 
GMOs,health smart and Vegan or similar health based certifications 
based on the changing sciences and advise that they are reviewed 
regularly to insure fair conduct, corruption free and best consumer 
interest with the available science available at the time.

Boundaries-

Existing companies wishing to service a specific market needs to 
specialize and not ignore consumers outside that market, as a 
product can not be organic and non organic at the same time neither 
can it be specific and generic at the same time.



The religious certifications regardless of whether you adhere to the 
faith or not,the certification are NOT going to please everyone.
The only solution is for the specialization is to be conducted by 
independent subsidiary plantations with mandatory labelling and 
population ratios or export only restrictions.

All costs are to be fully disclosed so the additional costs and 
federal tax exemptions can not be hidden or exaggerated at the 
expense of the tax payer.
All exports are to carry the cost of certification and manufacturing 
.
This will create competition, jobs and lower domestic food prices.

Option 2 would be to ban ALL religious certifications.
An Australian standard already surpasses the world standard and we 
should be proud of it.

Thank you, for the opportunity to contribute to the democratic 
process, please understand that the freedom of all is in a delicate 
balance and if we are to venture into a theocracy as they have 
elsewhere in the world then all the certifications in the world are 
meaningless and serve only to divide .
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From: 
Sent: Tuesday, 21 July 2015 6:06 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Cc: 
Subject: Home - Parliament of Australia

Home - Parliament of Australia, http://www.aph.gov.au/

To who  it may concern...

I wish to convey my disappointment, disapproval and hurt over the government allowing halal certification of
 foods and other goods here in Australia.  It is totally against my Christian beliefs but obviously I and many
 other Christians are not as important to the government as Muslims. Halal certification is not necessary for
 Islam.... All the Muslims have to do is pray over their foods and goods before eating/using.... (As per the
 Qur'an). I am at my wits end trying to fathom why the government would sell Australia out in favour of the
 minority.   I fear there will be no Australia soon.   I beg you to revoke halal certification for the sake of our
 beautiful country!!

In anticipation of justice for Australia and Australians,
Lynda Beddoe

Sent from my iPad

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au
mailto:Natasha.Rusjakovski@aph.gov.au
mailto:charm1953@hotmail.com
http://www.aph.gov.au/
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From: matthew jennings 
Sent: Tuesday, 21 July 2015 7:00 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal Food

Hello,

Please accept my disapproval to Halal certification. I do not want any such
 certification from any religion or minority group.

There's no need for this tax being imposed on consumers. This money is only
 going to causes that have no intention to making Australia a better place.

I am not religious and i detest my food or any other product being blessed by a
 radical Islamic cult.

I am also appalled at the treatment of animals in the halal slaughter process.

Please, end this rort in Australia and stop feeding Islam and bowing to their ways.

Thank you.

Regards,

Matthew 

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
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From:   
Sent: Tuesday, 21 July 2015 8:20 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal certification

To whom it may concern

As an Aussie citizen , I wish to take a stand against the lack of transparency by brands who pay an Islamic
 religious tax without informing the consumer.
The animal cruelty is bad enough, but the very fact that Halal certification is becoming part of our daily life is
 outrageous! No other culture does this, yet we obey their wishes  like bleating sheep.
It is a grave offence to us to be conned in such a dishonest way and then to be held in contempt
by people who were taught to think the world owes them a living.
We are aware of the fact that many Muslims are respectable, but that in itself is not enough!
They too are responsible for enabling these tyrants to get away with so much. We only know what we are told
 we should know; what's more we have been betrayed by 'powerful'sources who are only serving their own
 interests at our cost.
I'm afraid I've become very suspicious of the Islamic culture, and I'm not alone.
If we can't stop this Halal certification nonsense,at least help us  consumers to make an informed decision by
 labelling food products appropriately.
Thank you.
Mrs. D.Panetta.

Sent from my iPa

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au
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From: Linda Clark  
Sent: Tuesday, 21 July 2015 10:06 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal certification scam

Hi,
I believe this certification is a breach of Australian laws and rights.
I do not believe in religion on any level why am I being forced to endorse religion.

I avoid Sanitarium foods as they are owned by the 7th day Adventist church. What if
 scientology decided they have to eat those foods only endorsed by them?

Foods have gone up and content decreased because companys are claiming their profits are
 down yet they still pay this fee. It stinks of extortion. What if I said you can only sell milk
 by one farmer because I didnt like the other farmer? This is a form of blackmail and stand
 over tactics.

Australia doesnt need certified foods for religious purposes, no other religion makes these
 ludicrous demands.
It does nothing for Australias credibility, there are no taxes and no money trail as to its use
 or destination.

Stop enabling this practice and make it illegal now. Then Australia can get on with the job
 of growing and not being held to ransom.

Regards
Linda Clark

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au
mailto:Natasha.Rusjakovski@aph.gov.au


ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 726

Submission Details: Mr Chris Daniels





From: Chris Daniels 
Sent: Tuesday, 21 July 2015 11:02 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Submission of views and opinions on third party (halal) food and product certification

Thank you for the opportunity to voice my opinion and views on the issue of ‘Third party
 certification of food’ specifically in respect to Halal and religious reasons for
 certifications, and more specifically if those certifications have an adverse social,
 emotional and or economic effect on the general public.

I am happy to give my permission for you to publish my views and opinions as stated
 below, on the proviso that if you choose to edit my submission, that you will provide me a
 copy of the edited version for my written approval before you post it. 

While I am an advocate for an individual’s freedom of faith, belief and worship of
 whatever or whom ever they so choose, I cannot condone indoctrinated religion’s or
 religious culture’s exploiting the certification of food and other consumer product
 practices, for no other reason than raising revenues for their religious purposes, agendas
 and invasive proliferation.

While I am aware of Kosher certification, it is a far more passive and far less invasive
 certification, applying to a small range of products primarily for the Jewish community,
 where as Halal certification is aggressive, extensive and applied to products that have no
 relation or relevance to Islamic religious tradition or Halal practice what-so-ever. So it
 presents a clear exploitation of the certification process purely as a profitable revenue
 stream, that is subsequently directed and delivered to the vigorous proliferation of the
 Islamic agenda, growth and development in Australia and other non-muslim countries. An
 agenda that the Islam and Muslim societies have proudly, clearly and loudly announced
 that includes the conversion and subjugation of all people in every corner of the globe to
 Islam and the Muslim faith, to live and obey under Sharia law. 

How is it that a minority religion in Australia is able to exploit our system to the detriment
 of the majority of Australian citizens, who have clearly voiced their disdain for this
 unethical, immoral and deceitful practice. If Halal certification exploitation is allowed to
 continue, then so should Christian certification to ensure all products are blessed by the
 Pope and no meat product is sold on Fridays, Buddhist certification, showing all products
 are vegetarian and no meat products are sold without warnings, Sikh certification,
 Mormon certification, Seventh Day Adventists certification, Satanist certification, in fact
 food and product certification for every single religion, religious group and culture. You
 may think that a joke, but that is the gate that will be opened if this outrageous Halal
 certification is allowed to continue. Or at the very least, continue without extremely
 stringent rules and regulations, and pertaining only to genuine halal ‘food’ products.

The amount of products that have no relevance to the halal requirement are growing every
 day, and more and more manufacturers and suppliers are being bullied into carrying halal
 certification, and now is creeping into services… some of these products and services
 include, but are certainly not limited to: trucks carrying halal goods must also carry halal

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au
mailto:Natasha.Rusjakovski@aph.gov.au


 certification, so the trucking companies are paying ridiculous prices and handing it on to
 the buyer who hands it on to the consumer; Pet food, so I guess all pets must convert to
 Islam as well; Dishwashing detergents and tablets, tampons, make up, household plastic
 containers and food wrap products; fresh bottled water which even by Islamic standard is
 naturally halal and requires no certification; Here’s a good one, wine and beer… how can
 that be required when supposedly Muslims are not permitted to drink alcohol! The list
 goes on, but I’m sure you are getting the idea. 
So the halal organisation are extorting money from every stage of a products life, from the
 grower, the manufacturer, through delivery and right through just about all the companies
 involved in handling the product until it reaches the end consumer who also pays… I’m
 sure it won’t be long before the supermarket chains are approached for their share, if they
 aren’t already.

If you have done even an interim of study into the Islamic religion, culture and history, you
 will know that halal originally pertained only to specific foods. There was never any
 mention of any other product types, and it was just specific foods, not all foods. Many
 foods were deemed naturally halal so required no special treatment or prayer. As the
 Koran (Quran) states:
'The essence of halal is that any ‘food’ is forbidden to Muslims if it includes blood, pork,
 alcohol, the flesh of carnivores or carrion, or comes from an animal which has not been
 slaughtered in the correct manner, which includes having its throat slit.’ 

Note it is only referring to food, and also that it does not state the animal must be alive
 when it’s throat is slit, only that it must be included in the process. 

But as we know Muslim Imams and extremists choose to interpret their own holy book as
 they see fit to serve their own purposes and desires, and at whatever time, age or era
 opportunities for exploitation or subjugation present themselves.

It is interesting to say the least, that Islam did not even have the inclination, let alone the
 need for halal certification for hundreds of years, particularly with intention to generate
 income revenue, until they arrived at the shores of the modern western world and saw the
 opportunities to exploit our modern free market and regulatory systems. Even respected
 and notable members from Islam’s own ranks have condemned the whole halal
 certification practice as a complete fabricated extortion racket.

It is widely known and reported that Halal certification is aggressively and sometimes
 brutally imposed and enforced by the Islamic organisation. In the more ‘passive'
 situations, companies are approached and told that if they do not pay for and adopt halal
 certification for their products, they will be stopped from exporting their goods. The
 certification prices range from small amounts such as $1000 per year up to exorbitant
 amounts in the tens of thousands of dollars per month depending on the size of the
 business. In 2013 alone, it was legitimately reported by the organisations own pride, that
 the global Halal organisation, in the western societies only, made in excess of 3 trillion US
 dollars (US$3,000,000,000,000). 

There have also been many first hand reports of companies who refuse to accept halal
 certification being threatened with property damage and life and limb. In case our
 government and law enforcement organisations have forgotten, this type of activity is
 unlawful, illegal and punishable under harsh judgment… so how is it allowed!

Perhaps a solution is for our government to pass a regulatory law that states the seeker of
 halal certification must pay the supplier of goods, in contrast to the other way around as it
 stands now… I think if this happened, halal certification would stop overnight, because



 the only motivation is money!

Now lets’ take this issue into the real world, the more aware and informed, educated and
 enlightened world of today, the more advanced logically thinking rational world of today
 that is evolving exponentially as each new day dawns. These certifications are based on
 religious ‘beliefs'… there is no rational reason, fact or purpose for them. They are not for
 health and genuine physical or mental safety, they are not even for recommendations of
 healthier lifestyles. They are based on unsubstantiated draconian religious and cultural
 beliefs… highly questionable unproven stories, fables and myths purporting to be the
 truth. 

Perhaps we should have a certification for Santa Clause… all food must carry a
 certification that all products include happiness and pixie dust.

So the question remains, why am I and millions of Australians paying higher prices today,
 for products we have been buying at sensible, justifiable and reasonable prices for years,
 that did not have halal certification or the certification taxes added to the product’s
 standard retail or wholesale prices. In any other context, this practice would be considered
 unlawful and impose severe fines or punishment.

We, the majority of Australian citizens, don’t like it, don’t want it, and are frustrated and
 angry about it. And this one issue only serves to fuel a rapidly growing frustration and
 anger over the bigger issue of the whole extreme Islamic activity and agenda… such as
 migration with no inclination or effort to assimilate. In fact demonstration of malicious
 hatred for our culture and lifestyles… so more and more non-muslims are seeing this not
 as migration, but more like invasion, here in Australia and around the globe. Horrid and
 malicious treatment of women and other ethnicities, sadistic militant terrorism, and
 exploitation of children, to mention just some of the things Australians and many other
 people around the world are becoming very angry about. 

This halal certification is just another system of exploitation the extreme Muslim
 communities are using to engage their religion’s clear and open agenda to dominate on
 every level of society. They exploit our social security system beyond insult, they use our
 very democratic system and freedoms against us, they condemn us and our lifestyle, yet
 exploit every aspect of it for their own benefit. They have proven to us innumerable times
 throughout history and now in our modern age, that they are ruthless and remorseless,
 with no concern or compassion for anyone that is not submissive and obedient to their
 religion, beliefs and laws, and even among themselves.

And to add more fuel to the fire, there is sufficient evidence gathered by people, often at
 their own peril, to substantiate that, a portion at the very least, of halal certification
 proceeds and profit are funnelled through Islamic institutions to fund Islamic terrorist and
 militant activities… and much of these activities are directed at the very people who are
 paying the price for iniquitous practices like halal certification…  people like me, my
 family, friends, associates and colleagues who are non-Muslim citizens and innocent
 bystanders just trying to go about living a peaceful and productive life as good citizens,
 who deserve better from our governments. Clearly our version of peace and Islam’s
 version of peace come from two entirely opposing dictionaries.

If for one moment our governing leaders and management, individually or collectively,
 think opinions and views like this are just over-reaction to a situation that is not a threat,
 but passive, harmless and motivated by peace and harmony with no ill intent, then clearly
 our leaders and government have not done their homework, and need to get out in the
 world and discover the real story. If our own government continues to ignore their



 responsibility to this and other associated issues, and continues to say they cannot do
 anything about it, then they are not part of the problem, they ‘are’ the problem… because
 they ‘do’ have the power to stop it.

I question if those individuals and organisations that can influence and change policy and
 do have the power to call to action, I question if they are ignorant, naive and uniformed, or
 if their attitude and actions, and refusal to face the harsh reality of this situation and other
 associated situations have a more sinister agenda. I am hoping it is the former, which
 means all that is needed is better education and information to correct the problem, which
 hopefully inquiries like this may provide.

Halal certification, whether you want to accept it or not, is not just about branding food
 and raising revenue, it is also a corner stone for the foundation of  Islamisation world
 wide. It is a primary platform for Islamic economic capability… 3 trillion dollars in the
 2013/2014 fiscal year alone! No matter how much individuals or groups deny this,
 without a united stand against it, Islamisation of the western world is a terrifying
 inevitability. It happened before in our history for the same reason, complacency and
 denial on the part of people whose responsibility it was to protect their citizens from such
 an event, until it was undeniable, but too late to avoid one of the longest and most bloody
 conflicts the world had ever endured… and as we always seem to do as human beings, we
 are repeating the very same mistake again… we just seem to have the knack of never
 learning, even when there are voices screaming about the reality of what is occurring and
 begging their leaders to do something about it.

Make a courageous decision and do right by the citizens of Australia… the majority… put
 an end to halal certification and all other practices that jeopardise the welfare, well-being,
 safety and security of good honest Australians.

Thank you again for this opportunity to voice my opinion, which I know first hand is the
 shared opinion of many others, and by hear-say of millions.
regards

Dr Chris Daniels
Designer/Producer/Writer/Theoretical Physicist

Cell: 
email: 
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From: George  
Sent: Wednesday, 22 July 2015 6:10 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal certification inquiry

I wish to object to the Halal certification on food labelling in Australia.
It is just a standover extra cost to Consumers for something which the Muslim community
 don’t require for them to use or consume products. All products have a list of contents
 and upon reading this list ( as the rest of the community does ) one can choose to
 purchase them or not. I along with many of my country persons DO NOT buy any Halal
 products any more.

George Moore
Concerned Australian
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From: Trevor Sullivan  
Sent: Wednesday, 22 July 2015 6:49 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: SUBMISSION - HALAL CERTIFICATION

22 July 2015

Senate Standing Committees on Economics
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600

Dear Sir/Madam
Submission – Halal Certification of Food in Australia

Please be advised that we object to Halal certification in Australia. It is totally unacceptable.
Moslems have been allowed freedoms in this nation which go far beyond tolerance and “love thy neighbour” -
 they clearly have an agenda (and have publicly stated it) to introduce Sharia Law. Sharia Law is already a
 reality in some Western nations, a system of Law which contradicts the laws of those very nations, which
 contradicts our historic Christian values and law based on them. If they want their own laws they ought to form
 their own nation rather than interfere with ours and disturb our peace. If any man thinks this is far fetched, let
 him go to the Middle East, to any Moslem nation, and stage a street march, demanding that Jesus Christ be
 honoured and their laws be changed accordingly, and see how long he lives!
Moslems in this country are free to have their own Halal food – that is a different matter altogether than forcing
 Halal food upon the whole nation, which seems to be happening at present.
Australia is not a Moslem nation, therefore Halal certification is simply unnecessary, and even out of place.
Australia is historically, culturally, and legally (constitutionally) a Christian nation, therefore large scale Halal
 certification in this country is nothing short of bizarre.
Our founding fathers, established this nation on a Constitution which states they were, in doing so, “humbly
 relying on the blessing of Almighty God.” 
Our God is not the god of Islam. Our God is the Lord Jesus Christ, (Colossians 1:16, “all things were created by
 him and for him”), and Moslems do not receive Him as “the Lord from heaven” (1 Corinthians 15:47) – if they
 did they would be Christians and not Moslems, therefore their god is not our God, and this explains their
 pursuit of wholesale changes to our system of law – they are opposed to the Lord Jesus Christ having absolute
 pre-eminence in all things (Colossians 1:18). Our God requires that Jesus Christ be worshipped as God
 Almighty, and commands us to have “no other gods” before Him (Exodus 20). Our God forbids polygamy and
 allows us to eat pork. Let no foreign power or false god try to forbid us to worship Him according to His own
 Holy Word!
Halal certification, which is forced upon ordinary Australians, who disagree with it or don't want to take part in
 such a programme, is not only unacceptable, but also an added financial burden we don't need. It is like forced
 unionism for those who do not want to support Labor and Communist causes – it is unacceptable and unlawful
 in this nation, yet it continues unchecked, contrary to all principles of liberty and justice, never mind Christian
 love.
We believe that this, and other similarly bizarre changes being made in this nation, are the result of a forced
 programme of social engineering, using 'multicultural' propaganda and so-called 'anti-discrimination laws' to
 intimidate individuals and businesses into compliance. This is unacceptable – all such laws which discriminate
 against our own Constitution and Christian faith and culture, must be stopped. They are unconstitutional, and if
 there was any true justice, already null and void.
In short, we object to the Islamisation of Australia, and Halal certification is undoubtedly an aspect of it.
Sincerely in Christ’s service

Trevor W Sullivan
Minister
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From:  
Sent: Wednesday, 22 July 2015 12:08 AM
To: SeniorClerk, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal Food enquirey

On Halal Food Certification

To whom it may concern

We in Australia pride ourselves on being fair-minded to all people of all nationalities.
We are supportive of people from other countries especially when they are oppressed.

I am having difficulty in the area of Australian companies paying this Halal tax for certification to
 sell their products to those who purport to be Islamic by politics.
Mat processors and chocolate companies seek the halal certification to boost their sales.

As you realise that Islam is a political  whole system of life. It thrives of being considered an
 oppressed minority. It has no national allegiance.
And the Australian government has poured millions of dollars in their direction trying to
 assimilate them into our culture.
But their system won’t allow this to happen.

They cry that they are being discriminated against by ordinary Australians. Yet they want our
 companies to pay this halal tax.
No company will just absorb this ongoing tax without passing it on to their consumers.
Consider the price of Cadbury chocolate which has nearly doubled its price since 2010 ($2:50 -
 $4:25)  and reduced its size from 250 gram to 180 – 200 gram in the meantime..
This is happening across the board in most food products.

I have been made aware that most of our boners in abattoirs (animal slaughterhouses) are
 followers of Islam.  Just to satisfy halal conditions.
(I will stand correction on this matter, though it is correct here in Victoria).

To me, I see that allowing halal food requirements to operate in our country is the start of the
 acceptance of Sharia in Australia. And I am not pushing the envelope.
To many of us this is a blatant slap in the face to our Serviceman and women who have faced this
 system in the Middle East.
Having studied Islamic text and knowing a bit about how they operate, they will do anything to
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 gain acceptance without assimilation into our society.
In truth they have no true loyalty to our country.

Others will point out that followers of Islam want ordinary Australians to submit to them and
 their cause, and they don’t care how long it takes. Their Koranic text bears this out.
Others may point out that it is possible that Halal certification money might be sent overseas to
 support ISIL.
My sources have given me no information on this subject.
But the imam’s of Australia seem to support Islamic actions taken against the West around the
 world.
This to me indicates that they do not like us.
If we as a nation have any sense, we will realise that halal is but the tip of the iceberg. Their next
 move will be to support the current notion of changes to the marriage act.
If and when that is brought in, they will have attached to it, the acceptance of Sharia marriage
 laws, akin to that in the Middle East where a girl under ten can be married.

Now I know that that this is getting away from halal food certifications, but it is part of their long
 term strategy to be the dominant power in Australia.
Sadly most Australians, including politicians and business leaders, are being duped and conned
 by their peaceful religious stance.
Their promise of peace will only occur when Sharia law in universal.
In the meantime they like the communist party of a few years back seek to undermine the nation
 from within.

In the matter of Halal and Sharia, I can’t be called a racist because Sharia is not a nation, it is a
 political movement with a religious element attached.
I might be called a bigot because I prefer to stick up for Australian values of decency and a fair go
 for all.
I am happy if someone who is a follower of Islam has a business in our country, so don’t call me
 discriminatory.
But be blowed if I want halal food certification to become standardised in this country just to
 keep 400,000 people, content.

Please give some consideration to my letter.
Think about the long term consequences which halal certification has for our nation as I have
 stated.
I am wary of where this halal movement is taking us and so I am speaking out against having it
 operate in our country.

Yours faithfully

Brian Hogan
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July 22nd, 2015        
Senate Inquiry into Food Certification Scheme    
 
Email:  Economics.sen@aph.gov.au 
 
 
Dear Sir/Madam: 

 
INQUIRY INTO THIRD PARTY FOOD CERTIFICATION SUBMISSION 

 
SUMMARY:   
It seems over the years Government has failed in their duty to protect its citizens.   Preference has been given to 
foreign countries and companies with trade deals that have destroyed our 
manufacturing and self sufficiency.  High workforce demands of unions over the 
years which were not regulated by Government, has also destroyed our workforce 
to be competitive in the global arena.   
 
Our abattoirs and food manufacturing are now controlled by foreign ownership of 
the majority of the top 50 food companies in Australia.  The top 22 (Appendix B) is 
downright scary.  Our food has become controlled by a few companies with profits 
ALL going overseas and appears controlled by a religious sect demanding Halal 
Certification.  Halal Certification only employs those of the Islamic faith in many 
areas of food manufacturing, logistics and numerous other occupations losing 
many Australian jobs. 
 
Our jobs have been lost not only in food manufacturing but in Mining, Construction 
companies, Mechanical Engineering companies, Medical professionals, Finance, 
Insurance, security companies, Logistics, Taxi’s, Technology companies to name a 
few.  Jobs are now being given to Labour Hire contractors for immigrant labour by 
way of 457 visas who recruit foreign workers because they will work for less.  The 
Australian worker is now forced onto welfare further pushing our welfare system 
onto the existing taxpayer who is already struggling to pay the welfare for the 
thousand’s of illegal immigrants that have now settled here with multiple wives and children and no one working. 
  
Taxation and investment deals have allowed foreign ownership to buy our companies and land, pay little tax with 
profits going offshore yet called Australian.  Our courts have become a joke so drugs and crime are rampant. 
 
There are enormous issues in Food Certification in Australia which has allowed corruption of our Food Industry by way 
of unfair/misuse of food certification and no transparency of fees.  This has become embedded not only in meat which 
‘Halal Certification’ is required for Export to the Middle East,  but in all food manufacturing by the multinational food 
companies in Australia and these fees are passed onto the Australian consumer simply by shopping. 
 

What role have the major Supermarkets played in this as over the years  the smaller Australian manufacturers have 
been deleted from shelves and replaced with Supermarket home brand items manufactured by these major players? 

Majority of Meat, dairy, bread and bakery items, pasta baby food, sugar, 
flour, grain, salt and packaged food ALL Halal Certified.  Our hospitals, 
hospitality, government buildings, schools, airline industry, and even 
military canteens now only serve Halal Certified items.  Something is very 
wrong in a majority non Muslim country so who is pulling these strings? 
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http://halalmedia.net/ensuring-100-
percent-halal-the-brunei-halal-approach/ 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Deals are signed that affect every Australian, yet they are hidden from mainstream with a media system that no 
longer tells the truth but is downright deceptive. 

 
REFERENCE OF INQUIRY - GENERAL FOOD CERTIFICATION 

 
1 The extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including but not limited to, schemes 

related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and general food safety certification 
schemes; 

 To date there has been few major issues with any of the Health food certifications as they are clearly marked 
 and not imposed on the general population without a choice. However, three (3) that are of concern are: 
 

I. Country of Origin: (Produce):  Although Government appears to have addressed this issue, we need to 
ensure there is no wide misuse of ‘Country of Origin’ and the ‘Produce/Product of Australia, 
Kangaroo/Koala logo’, often misleading consumer.  The major ingredient of all food should be clearly 
marked to ascertain country of origin where produce is grown and clearly marked on label as country of 
origin and this should include meat.     
 

II.  in particular sell only imported bacon, however the label in the Deli Windows state 
‘local and imported’ which is deceptive.  
Example:  Queried, what exactly was the ‘local and imported ingredients’ of  bacon?  
Response below after much back and forth from . 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2014-12-08/aus-pork-industry-concerned-us-pressuring-for-fresh-pork-
imports/5951252 
 

III. Genetically-modified food  (GMO):  Not clearly marked and there is  not have enough scientific proof to 
clearly state that it will not be an issue in future.  Labelling GMO essential. 

 
 



Halal Certification:  Halal Certification is a totally different issue as it is was forced on ALL the Australian 
population, not only meat, but across the board in our day to day shopping. It is not clearly labelled and this 
makes it deceptive to the consumer thereby tearing apart the very fabric of Australian multiculturism that 
we were so proud of not so long ago.   
Halal Certification is a major cause of discrimination in Australia and worldwide directed not only by 
those of the Islamic faith but discriminates against ALL religions or beliefs by not having a choice without 
clear labelling. 
 
As it exists today, ALL Australians and/or migrants have to read ingredient labels or research websites like 
Halal World or Non Halal Global( as examples) if we want a choice to either consume Halal Certified 
products or to avoid them as few items carry a logo and/or information they are Halal Certified.  
 

2 Current Labelling requirements of food certification schemes; 
Most certification schemes like Organic, Australian made, Heart Tick, and Kosher etc. have been proud to put 
their logo on their products, all except Halal Certification where few Companies use the Logo and the ones 
that do incur additional cost.  This action ensured the mainstream public was not aware of its existence or 
how far reached it had become until recently. This has caused outrage in the community and along with the 
horrors of 9/11, and now ISIS worldwide it has put the Islamic community in an unfavourable light causing 
Australia’s Multiculturism to fail.   Muslims are now looked upon with suspicion and distrust alieninating them 
from the Australian community.  No other multiculturism group has ever been affected to this degree in 
Australia. 
 

3 The need for ‘Halal Certified’ labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees; 
 Absolutely essential.  It is the consumer that purchases these products and it is their right to know if it has 
 been modified in any way whether from nature, agricultural practices, formula, and/or religious reasons.  
 What is the point of a Company paying for certification if although they may gain sales in one direction, 
 they lose it in another.  A Company that mainly produces for the Australian Market and certifies for only 3% 
 of the population, may lose  many of the 97% balance of market.  Therefore if forced to certify this is called 
 ‘Unfair Trading’.  Companies and customers require a choice, therefore labelling is essential. 
 
 Totally unnecessary for the domestic market as once it reaches the supermarket the ‘halal’ status, in 
 particular meat is null and void anyway.  The Muslim population purchases most of their meat from their 
 approved butcher so meat sold to the domestic sector in the major supermarkets is totally unnecessary.   
 The largest Meat producer in the world produces non halal meat for their population on certain days of the 
 week and they own in Australia.  Why are they not doing the same here, employing Australian workers on 
 these days? 

 
 It is only ‘Islamic countries’ that are now insisting on ‘Halal Certification’ for Export therefore any Company 
 that chooses to Export to these countries should not force these fees onto the Australian market who do not 
 require it.  A Company needs to choose without intimidation, whether it wishes to Export and label its 
 products Halal Certified or if their domestic market is where their profit lies without certification.  There are 
 many companies like  
  to  name a few who can still export 
 without this certification. 
 

a) On a recent visit to Bangkok, personally 
witnessed two Muslim women with 2 
children at a street stall purchasing chicken 
cooked on same plate as advertised pork 
butterflies.  Shocked to the core as these 
women were easily identifiable as in full 
Hijab.   

 
b) And another by a poster:  

 
 
 
 
 
 



c) CEO of  - Muhtar Kent.  From 1999-2005, Mr. Kent was President and CEO of  
Group, a diversified beverage company with  operations across Southeast 
Europe, Turkey and Central Asia.  Mr. Kent is a Muslim so makes you wonder if no alcohol anywhere 

allowed in products to be halal certified for Muslims, how he himself was happy to work in the industry.  

Hypocritical, yes! http://www.coca-colacompany.com/our-company/board-of-directors-muhtar-kent 
 

4 Whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian Consumers to make informed 
purchasing decisions; 

 No, again, few Halal Certified meat and/or products have clear front of packaging logo’s easily identifiable  for 
 consumers to make a choice.  In a country where 97% do not require it then what is the point of it as once 
 it reaches the supermarket it is no longer halal anyway, so all those fees passed on were totally unnecessary.   
 The purchaser has the right to have a choice whether we wish to support or not religious Certified Food.    

 
5 Details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers and the potential for these 

to impact on prices to customers; 
 Halal Certification requires a non-disclosure contract which forbids Companies discussing the amount paid, 
 however claims are from $1000 a year for a small shop to $27,000-$40,000 a year for an abattoir.  As 
 someone who ran their own business, it is normal practice to work out your wholesale/retail price and to do 
 this you take into account all your outgoings including wages, fees etc.  I know of no Company who 
 would not do this as a normal matter of practice.  Our export market is value based and very competitive 
 therefore no company would pass this fee onto to his Export customer only but onto all customers. 
 I am no mathematician but price increases for the domestic sector for unnecessary certification fees may be:  
  

With numerous fees and services on each product before it even reaches the supermarket shelf, it is 
estimated that Halal Certification is costing the Australian public $728 million a year using a conservative 
estimate.   
If each item only incurred an extra cost of 5 cents and a weekly shop consisted of 40 halal certified items: this 
would increase a shopping trolley $2 a week.  But when you look at the big picture of say 7 million shops a 
week over a year this figure is $728 million per year for Halal Certification. Very lucrative for the Islamic 
Certifiers but of no benefit to the domestic population who in effect are giving away money for nothing.  
Reports have been up to $400 a year per family which increases cost to consumer of:  $2.8 billion a year.  Add 
this to Department of Agriculture fees and our food has increased considerably in the domestic sector. 

 http://www.agriculture.gov.au/export/food/meat/elmer-3/fees-charges 
 
 Once a business becomes Halal Certified it imposes religious implications on all its products. Halal 
 Certification has spread its tentacles into all areas of manufacturing, packaging, machinery, non food items, 
 logistics, finance, retail and by doing so it is promoting Sharia Law standards into our society. 
 
 Where this scheme really comes apart in the domestic sector:  very few retail outlets are ‘Halal Certified’ 
 except in large Muslim areas like Lakemba.   What is the point of domestic certification?  What really makes it 
 unnecessary is in the major Supermarkets is that the majority of the 3% Muslim population only buy from 
 their preferred Halal butcher not the meat sold in Supermarkets like Coles and Woolworths to the majority.  
 What is worse they tell the public they are not halal certified which is a statement of deceit as although they 
 are not, their meat and/or ingredients are. 

 
India:  Halal Certification fees - 
http://www.halalcommitteejum.org/pdf/Schedule%20fees%20structure.pdf 
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 Fees are clearly identified in India which is not the case in Australia.   Cost of Logo and why Companies are 
 NOT putting them on products.  This is where Government needs to step in.  Once a company becomes halal 
 certified and premises and ingredients approved there should be NO additional fee for use of the logo.  It 
 should be mandatory in Australia.  Why do invoiced amounts have a fee attached? 

 Fees should cover 2 year period with annual inspections (fully disclosed) and available online from all 
 Halal Certifiers. 

 
6  The importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and returns to producers; 

 Australian Food Certificfation that has a health certificate (free of disease and clean) by Government of 
 exporting country critical worldwide.  However, Halal Certification importance lies only in the Western and 
 European countries who wish to EXPORT to Islamic countries.  
 
  It has become a term used more often than not for commercial profits than religious observance.  
 `Western countries, Japan, Korea, China etc  do not  require  it for importing into their countries.  So 
 question is why are we certifying ALL EXPORT FOOD? 

 
 In Brazil, the largest beef cattle Company in the world  own .  
 In 2008 they stated ‘On certain days they slaughter animals according to Islamic demands’  So this asks the 
 question why are  majority of abattoirs in Australia Halal Certified also for the 40% domestic consumption. 
 If Halal is so important to those of the Islamic faith why are some abattoirs exempt from non reversible 
 stun and killed outright.  This makes Halal Certification on other abattoirs null and void. 
 Are our exports at serious risk because we are focused on Islamic countries for Export?  What is to stop 
 them cancelling our reducing our exports as they already have done in Indonesia on live exports? 
  
 In theory, Halal Certifiers are saying is:  If it is not certified ‘Halal’ then it is ‘Haaram’ which goes totally 
 against the Quran. 
  
 [Quran 6:118] You shall eat from that upon which God’s name has been pronounced, if you truly believe in 
 his revelations. 
  

 [Quran 6:119] Why should you not eat from that upon which God’s name has been mentioned? He has 
 detailed for you what is prohibited for you, unless you are forced.  Indeed, many people mislead others 
 with their personal opinions, without knowledge.  Your Lord is fully aware of the transgressors.  
  
 Those who call their meat/food Certified Halal, are in some way insinuating that specifically any meat/food 
 not Halal Certified Muslims cannot eat.  This is actually deceiving Muslims  into believing that the Certifiers 
 meat/food is the only meat/food they can eat which also makes it more expensive.  In addition, they have 
 turned food manufacturing into’ Halal and Haraam’ by Islamic man interpretrations, not the Quran.  For a 
 faith that follows the Quran to the letter, there appears to be deceit, and it is profit based. 

 
 [Quran 16:116-117]  And say not concerning that which your tongue says falsely:  ‘This is Halal and this is 
 Haram,” so as to invent lies against Allah.  Verily, those who invent lies against Allah will never prosper…A 
 passing brief enjoyment (will be theirs), but they will  have a painful torment  
  
 Why would they go against the teachings of the Quran?  Is there a bigger picture?  History might explain? 
 See Appendix (A)  http://www.sangerbrasil.com/Assets/uploads/090304%20-%20F&T.pdf   
 
  
 If we put all our eggs into Halal Exports this 
 article from 2009 might put things into 
 perspective as Africa and Middle East build 
 up their stocks.  Independencia, SA was the 
 4

th
 largest Brazilian exporter, now 

 bankrupted.     

  

 Pakistan: Losing our live exports to USA? 

 

http://www.sangerbrasil.com/Assets/uploads/090304%20-%20F&T.pdf


7 The extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including, but not limited to, 
certification processes, fees and financial records, and any related matters. 
 

There is only one religion that has forced its belief on all religions by Halal Certification and this goes against 
‘Freedom of Religion’ for all.  After reading many articles I find the way it was introduced in deceit appalling.   
Mainstream population of Australia had NO idea until the last few years of what we were eating.  Halal 
Certifiers are listed as a charity and funding goes to this one group in the community only, yet many 
Australians are still simply oblivious that by simply doing their weekly food shopping, they are inadvertently  
donating or supporting a religion and/or charity they do not follow.  

 
Charity Status:  In 2012, there were 340 Mosques for 476,000 Muslims Australia wide, by 2014, NSW alone, 
there are 167 Mosques for 170,000 Muslims.  These figures do not take into account Islamic Schools, Boarding 
Schools, Aged Care Centres and Prayer Centres which are slowly creeping into every part of Australia and more 
are being approved across Australia.  This is not a charity it is a ‘building empire’ using the profits of Halal 
Certification from every man, woman and child in Australia for 3% of the population.  Majority of these 
Australian Mosques have been built in the last 15 years. 
 
Imagine if say just one new Church wanted to be built, without this form of certification it would take many 
years of ‘Charity Status’ donations to build just one for (2011 Census) 61.1% of the Christian Australian 
Population, even with assistance of Government Grants. 

 

Conclusion 
Food Certification in Australia is not transparent  for Halal Certification and needs a rapid overhaul urgently from Food 
Manufacturers to Major Supermarkets.   
 
It is clear that Halal Certification has become a money spinner and is unnecessary in both Islamic and non Islamic 
countries except for meat.  All consumers are forced to pay this fee by shopping which those of the Islamic faith have 
had no problem doing for the last 1400 years.  In a majority Christian country, the Australian consumers should not be 
paying the fees for export certification without a choice.  The food should be clearly marked at an increased price to 
cover this certification by USER PAYS.  This would free up abattoirs in Australia to produce ‘non reversible humane 
slaughter’ for domestic production. 
 
Both ALP and LNP Governments by permitting the introduction of Halal Certification with Australian Government (first 
and only Western Government involvement in the world) has put Australia and all Australians at risk.  The lure of 
Export $ has come before the security of our Australian Food Industry.  Exports to a religious faith that over the last 
1400 years has attempted many times to force Islamic Sharia Law on the entire world.  To date, they have failed but 
are they finally going to achieve it and worse are we paying for it? 
 
 Worldwide we have a population issue and western and european communities are addressing this with reduced 
birthrates.  However, those of the Islamic faith have done the exact opposite and will outbreed other faiths in many 
countries by 2070.  Once they become the majority, the advancement of Sharia Law Globally will be forced on all 
religions,  and we are allowing majority immigration of  the Islamic faith? 

Government has not controlled the sale of Australian Food Companies to foreign interests.  These huge multinational 
companies are majority shareholding companies.  Who are the shareholders or company interests that really own or 
as a group control them?   Opening an office or registering a Company in Australia does not make it an Australian 
Company.   Top 25-50 companies are multinationals with $115.6 billion going offshore through Switzerland and 
Singapore hubs.   

http://www.smh.com.au/business/multinationals-channel-more-
money-through-hubs-in-singapore- switzerland-than-ever-before-
tax-office-says-20150205-1363u5.html 
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Halal Certification Plus Side: 
1. Introduction of a Chain to ensure quality of animals and food from farm to plate (Note: this system 

does not have to be religious but based on quality and disease free) 
2. Export $ to Middle Eastern Islamic Countries 

 
Halal Certification Negative Side: 

1. Halal Slaughter, considered inhumane for 97% of Australians 
2. No transparency on fees paid for Certification with non disclosure contracts 
3. Introduced in Secrecy – many are still not aware? 
4. Top 25-50 Food Manufacturing Companies selling Halal Certified to major Australian supermarkets? 
5. 75% to 100% of dairy, bakery, sugar, flour, baby food, salt, and packaged grocery items Halal 

Certified in Major Australian Supermarkets. 
6. 90-100% of red meat, chicken Halal Certified  (40% red meat and 95% of chicken is consumed 

domestic) 
7. Many Multinational Food Companies have factories also in Middle East, same items.  When majority 

of food exports are to Japan, Korea and China why are ours ALL Halal Certified? 
8. A mosque should have Charity Status – a business should not.  
9. Are certifiers qualified.  http://www.agriculture.gov.au/export/food/meat/elmer-3/list-islamic-halal-

certification 
10. Multinational Companies exploit 457 Visa’s using cheap imported contract labour hire 
11. Domestic Companies certifying – are they forced? 
12. Islamic countries now starting to produce their own food – exports cancelled? 
13. Live exports – Islamic (Pakistan) prefer them from USA – cancelling our live exports 
14. Indonesia holding us to trade ransom 
15. Balance of Trade not in our favour?  With food products not even in the top 10 of Exports. 

 
http://www.tradingeconomics.com/australia/exports 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

16. Our major export countries are China, Japan, South Korea and the European Union countries so why 
are we focusing on the Middle East countries who could cancel at any time sending companies to 
the wall as history has shown unreliable and open to corruption. 

17. History:  Is Halal Certification a Jizyah tax to spread Islam worldwide?  See Appendix (C) 
18. Halal Certification and Sharia Law is destroying Multiculturism in Australia 

 
Urgent Investigation is needed: 
Question 1:  Why the majority of these top 50 food companies are Halal Certified in Australia when many sell mainly 
to domestic market and have factories in Islamic countries that could cater for Halal? (B-9) 
 
Example:  Nestle’s – Swiss owned? But shareholding diverse ‘442 factories in 86 countries with many closer yet 
Australian products ‘Halal Certified’ and majority other countries not certified.   
 

http://www.tradingeconomics.com/australia/exports


Example: Deal made with : Rolled out near-field communication (NFC) technology (PAY PASS) in 
to support launch of  and launched recyclable  

coffee capsules.  So did  pay for it or s?  Unfair trading used as leverage’. 

: Their main market is domestic and only 
4% goes to the Middle East.  So why are they Halal 
Certified?   

It is not the Quran who states dairy is haaram, it is their 
Islamic leaders who have found a loophole to use to 
the benefit of promoting Islam globally and making the 
infidel and Islamic population pay for it. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Question 2:  Who actually are the Multinational shareholders?  Is their an intermingled group of persons/Companies 
who fly below the banner who actually have joined their shares and virtually control these companies?   
  
Question 3:  Most foreign Head Offices are in Western or European Countries – this does not necessarily make the 
shareholders (owners)  of that Company that Country, and can be deceptive?  Head Offices in Singapore and 
Switzerland are often used as ways to avoid Australian tax. 

  
Question 4:  Why have so many of these Companies changed hands/structure especially the last 10 years?  
Investigation may prove these are actually owned by Islamic Finance Companies or Islamic interests. 

  
Question 5:  Why do foreign owned companies pay little or no tax yet make huge profits which go to foreign investors.  
Tax System needs a major overhaul on foreign multinational companies making it more advantageous keeping the 
profits in Australia and reinvesting. 
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2014-05-08/does-australia-have-a-revenue-problem/5420474 
http://www.bantacs.com.au/booklets/Overseas_Booklet.pdf 
 
Question 6: Why Labour Hire Contractors are being used by these large companies?  Foreign labour by way of   
457 visas are replacing Australian jobs.  Why they refuse to hire Australian Union Labour.  
Example:  ) in Queensland required 17 workers.  When a 
high ranking union official found they wanted to use 457 visa workers as they could not find locals, he asked for 2 
weeks to see what he could do.  He approached the local paper to run an ad and was told they had had a phone call 
and would lose their advertising business if they placed this ad.  He then had 5000 flyers printed and with assistance 
placed them in local mailboxes.  There were 124 applicants for these jobs that they couldn’t find.  Australians were 
hired thanks to the Union. 

Example:  Rockhampton has a serious job shortage and people on welfare, so explain why these foreign workers have 
been employed, and few Aussie’s? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.bantacs.com.au/booklets/Overseas_Booklet.pdf


 

Question 7:  Who really own  which are both shareholding companies?  Why have most 
Australian owned products been removed from shelves?  Why are there 75% Halal Certified products and 95% Halal 
Certified Meat available for sale for majority non Muslim Australians?  Most Muslims buy meat from their preferred 
butcher not the major supermarkets. 
Example:  Muslims in Hervey Bay buy their meat from their preferred supplier  (Ramadan event 
purchased $2,000 worth of meat) and you will find them rarely if ever purchasing meat from the majors.  This occurs in 
every suburb not just here. 

 

 

Example: Partnership with  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Question 8:  Why are ANY Government grants going to these foreign owned multinational companies when profits are 
going offshore and little tax is paid.  Other than a few jobs which are often taken away from local producers, why is 
not more assistance and funding given to assist farmers and/or food manufacturers who are 100% Australian owned 
who are in crisis instead.  
 

Question 9:  Are multinational Food companies in bed together?  http://www.news.com.au/finance/business/who-
actually-owns-what-the-portfolios-of-fmcgs-unilever-mars-mondelez-goodman-fielder-pg-nestle-lion-and-more/story-
fnkgdftz-1226955769914 

 
Question 10:  Our Dairy Industry owned by Multinationals and all Halal Certified is at serious export risk due to new 
player.  How many other of our Export Companies could be at risk? 
http://www.dairyreporter.com/Manufacturers/Irish-Dairy-Board-invests-27m-in-Saudi-halal-cheese-production 
https://www.grain.org/article/entries/4044-big-meat-is-growing-in-the-south 
  
Question 11:  Is this why all our chicken is Halal Certified?   What game is the Government playing in Halal 
Certification? 
‘The role of governments in this game is mainly to help their companies and elites to navigate these markets, whether 
by signing bilateral trade and investment agreements or launching diplomatic missions to overturn import restrictions. 
Example: The Thailand–Australia Free Trade Agreement, for instance, was 
mainly a horse trade (so to speak): Australian dairy companies took over 
the  the Thai agribusiness 
giant, got the Australian poultry market.  
 
Question 12:  Why are there so many Halal Certification companies 
allowed to practice?  What qualifications do they have? Why are they 
registered as a charity when only the Mosque should be.  It is a business 
providing a service.  Donations to any charity should be tax deductible, 
Halal Certification therefore is not a charity as not transparent as no 
receipts issued to the end user.  40 Halal Certificate Logos when 
Indonesia has one MUI as well as majority other countries.  One Universal 
Australia Logo easily identified and front of package for all food and meat 
whether on packaging or as a sticker placed on inhouse packaged items. 

http://www.dairyreporter.com/Manufacturers/Irish-Dairy-Board-invests-27m-in-Saudi-halal-cheese-production


 
Question 12:  Halal Certification has caused our multiculturism in Australian system to fail by the implemention of 
Halal Certification.  How Muslims are perceived has changed considerably since 9/11 and more so each year since with 
the horrors of Afghanistan, Syria and parts of the Middle East.  The deceitful way the unecessary Halal Certification 
system for the majority Australian citizen was introduced.  Done in deceit as knowledge would create an uproar which 
it has done now exposed. 
 
Up until 9/11 those of the Islamic faith were looked upon as Moderates in Australia.  However, over the last 5 years in 
particular we are seeing more and more the shift towards Conservative and in some instances Radical Muslims 
evolving which history has shown puts Australia in danger.  They are no longer viewed as friendly as claims of ‘We will 
take over the world’ – ‘we will kill you’ – ‘Sharia Law will be enforced’ – ‘we will take over Government’ etc. does not 
enduce Australians to view Muslims in a positive light. 

 
Fraud and Corruption:   
http://www.themajlis.co.za/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=402:fraud-and-corruption&catid=34:majlis-articles&Itemid=27 
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/latest-news/australia-caught-in-cash-for-halal-claim/story-fn3dxix6-1226836295598 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Far fletched?  Was Halal Certification introduced 

as a means of financing a Global Caliphate 

takeover of the world of the Islamic religion and 

Sharia Law?   Should not to be dismissed as 

looking at history and the funding they have 

now acquired, it is something to be seriously considered. 

 

Australia has become the pioneer of Halal Certification worldwide; we need to take steps to control its structure.  This 

will set a precedent globally ensuring our future. 

1. All Halal Certified Businesses to be registered as such and taxable at the business rate. 

2. All fees to be consistent with Department of Agriculture fees and transparent. 

3. Domestic non reversible slaughter for domestic consumption. 

4. All Halal Certified meat to have one clear halal symbol on all Halal Slaughtered Certified products sold 

domestically in Butchers and Supermarkets, preferably kept in separate area. 

5. Food Manufacturers to have one clear halal symbol on all certified products, front of packaging. 

6. No more than 10% of workforce at any time to use 457 visa labour. 

 

This will assist ALL our multicultural citizens in making a choice in their purchase of religious or non religious 

requirements. 

 

Thank you for your time and opportunity to voice my concerns. 

 

 

Di Wallace 

Please see: 

Appendix A:  Who really Owns our Food 

Appendix B:  History of Halal Certification 

Appendix 3:  Anzam 2013 Research 

http://www.themajlis.co.za/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=402:fraud-and-corruption&catid=34:majlis-articles&Itemid=27
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APPENDIX A - HALAL CERTIFICATION HISTORY OF EVENTS IN AUSTRALIA 

How and Why Halal Certification was introduced – You must look at researched history and see is 
Australia  in danger? 

The beginning  

 Exporting Radicalism: In 1962 Faisal, who became King of Saudi Arabia in 1964, founded the Muslim 
World League (MWL) to facilitate the global propagation of Wahhabism.  This was founded to 
challenge Shi’a, Sufis, and other “heretical” Muslim sects to true Islam. 
http://www.defenddemocracy.org/content/uploads/documents/facebook_fatwa_low_res_2.pdf 
 

IRAN 

Pre 1968 - Australia had an informal engagement with Iran.  During this period balance of trade was in Iran’s 
favour.  Australia’s exports to Iran were valued at A$9.3 million in 1966–67  

September 1968 – Australia established full diplomatic relations with Iran and in 1969-70 exports valued at 
A$29 million.     

1971 – Celebration of the Anniversary of 2,500 years of 
the Persian Empire. 

1974 – Australia/Iran exports:  A delegation from Saudi 
Arabian Government gave $1.2 million to AFIC for the 
erection of Mosques and Islamic Centres.  It was to be 
recognised that AFIC would have sole authority to certify 
the meat had been killed in accordance with Islamic rites.   
This was to make the Muslim community self sufficient 
and not have to rely on overseas support.  The Arab 
Emirates specified AFIC Halal certification in 1980 and 
Kuwait in 1982. (1) 

 http://www.islamiccouncilwa.com.au/after-the-second-
world-war/ 

September 1974 – In Canberra, Governor-General John Kerr and Prime Minister Gough Whitlam met with the 
Shah and Empress of Iran during their visit to Australia.  Discussion ensued of prospect of Australian access to 
oil and Iran’s access to Uranium.  Trade agreement signed 25 September 1974.   

August, 1976 – Peko-Wallsend group received a contract with the Iranian Atomic Energy Commission to search 
for uranium in Iran.  Iran had become Australia’s 13th largest trading partner. 

1978 - Australian exports to Iran rose to A$173 million in 1978.  By mid-1978, on the eve of the Iranian 
Revolution, Iran had become Australia’s 13th largest trading partner. 

October 1978  - Iranian Revolution  - Demonstrations against the Shah and Empress of Iran began.  The Shah’s 
dependence on the United States, his close ties with Israel.  Ayatollah  Khomeini an outcast in exile smuggled 
into Iran 1000’s of tapes and written copy of his speeches about the evils of the Pahlavi regime, accusing the 
Shah of irreligion and subservience to foreign powers. Iranian revolution paralysed the country. 1000’s of 
young religious school (Madrassa) students demonstrated in the streets quickly followed by 1000’s more 
Iranian youth mostly unemployed immigrants from the countryside.  Many people were killed by Government 
forces in anti-regime protests which only fuelled it further. Protests, against the Shah under the cloak of Shīʿite 
Islam and crowned by the revolutionary rallying cry Allāhu akbar (“God is great”), could be heard at protests 
and which issued from the rooftops in the evenings. January 1979 the Shah and Empress of Iran flee. 

April 1, 1979 – This anti-Western sentiment had overwhelming support following a national referendum and 
Iran was declared an Islamic state.  Women’s rights were declared null and void.  All moves were to suppress 
western cultural influences.  Many fled the country. eventually manifested itself in the:  

 
June 14, 1979 – However it seems the well educated women lawyers did not 
agree as 54 young women lawyers occupying he Ministry of Justice at Tehran  
had a sit-in to protest discrimination between men and women within the 
profession. 
 

http://www.defenddemocracy.org/content/uploads/documents/facebook_fatwa_low_res_2.pdf
http://www.islamiccouncilwa.com.au/after-the-second-world-war/
http://www.islamiccouncilwa.com.au/after-the-second-world-war/
http://www.britannica.com/place/United-States
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1. Saudi Arabia:  November 20th, 1979 – Siege of Grand Mosque at Mecca (holiest site in Islam)  

‘On the day that marked 1400 Hijri years of 
Islamic calendar just after dawn prayer, in a 
place so sacred by Muslims worldwide that it is 
forbidden to bear arms according to the Muslim 
Hadith, a Saudi man Juhayman al Otaybi along 
with his brother-in-law Mohammad Abdullah Al 
Qahtani) and several hundred Sunni jihadi 
fundamentalists (known today as al-Qaida) 
including some American and Canadian converts 
entered the Mosque where hundreds of 
attendees still remained.   Within minutes all of 
them would become hostages.  ‘They 

proclaimed the arrival of the savoir, the Mahdi, that would cleanse the Muslim world from its impurities 
brought in by the Westerners.  Black Gold (Oil) over the course of 10 years 1969-1979 had transformed the 
Saudi society dramatically.  Roads were being laid out, tall buildings built, Television, radio and telephone line 
had altered lifestyles.  Football had captivated the imagination and become the favourite pastime of the youth.  
Women had suddenly found greater roles, jobs and varied activities.  Worse, the influx of westerners, 
particularly Americans was not only increasing their footprint in Saudi culture but also in affairs of the 
Government.  This rapid transformation of society was an act of the ‘Great Satan’ (USA) trying to take over the 
Holy Land.’    

‘The siege lasted for two weeks.    When Saudi military force was asked to retake the Kaaba, they were not only 
demoralized (because of huge casualties suffered by the police) but also scared of any wrong doing on religious 
grounds. After all it was forbidden to spill blood in the sacred mosque. At this point, the religious leaders in 
Saudi Arabia were in a state of deliberation. Although they were certain that the rumoured Mahdi is not the 
prophesized one, but at the same time was uneasy with Saudi monarch and their race to modernity. 
Juhayman’s demands (a charter of six points) resonated with them, after all he was one of their own student. 
The problem was that without the backing of religious heads there wa reluctance in the military ranks 
to charge and retake the grand mosque. 
 
The al-Sauds had called on the official religious establishment to issue a fatwa approving the use of force inside 
the sacred compound. The clerics extracted a heavy price: the al-Sauds would have to commit to their Wahabi 
obligations, and social liberalization be rolled back. The Saudi princes adopted al-Utaybi's agenda in order to 
crush the rebellion. Saudi petrodollars were soon being poured into spreading hard-line Wahabi doctrine 
around the planet. 
 
(The off-chute of this ideology is Neo-Wahabism which rationalizes the most heinous crimes in pursuance of it 
goals. It is neo-Wahabism that has become the religion of many terrorist units of the present times.’) 
 
‘A total blackout was called by the Saudi Government but it was leaked to the US State Department who 
pointed the finger at Ayatollah Khomeini.  Within hours Ayatollah Khomeini went on radio saying no, it’s the 
Americans and the Jews, the hated Zionists who have taken over the holiest of holies of Islam and he was 
believed by millions across the Middle East.’ 
 
 

(The Saudi Government has spent more than $80 BILLION on 
Islamic institutions and activities in the Non Muslim world alone. 
Identified are 1500 Mosques, 150 Islamic centres, 202 Muslim 
Colleges and 2,000 Islamic schools.  The Saudi government spent 
more than $80 billion on Islamic institutions and activities in the 
non-Muslim world alone, majority spent after 1979.  Worldwide 
their goal was to spread monotheism (tawheed) and to arm “the 
Muslim youth with full confidence in the supremacy of the Islamic 
system over other systems. ”) 
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1980 - ‘Iran was our major market for sheep meat in the Middle East for over 20 years and largely established 
the framework for Halal certification post 1980.  The new Islamic state tightened controls on Halal 
certification and required registration of all plants and slaughtermen in Australia. The Iran Meat Organisation 
(IMO) survived the changes for a time with new management, but the government Inquiry into Australia's 
trade and investment relationships with countries of the Middle East Submission later transferred meat 
purchasing to the Government Trading Corporation (GTC) leaving the IMO to manage distribution.’ 
 
September 1980 – Start of the Iran-Iraq war – affected Australia’s trade with Iran and Iraq who were two of its 
largest export countries. 
 
  ‘The protracted war between these neighbouring Middle Eastern countries resulted in at least half a million 
casualties and several billion dollars’ worth of damages, but no real gains by other side. Started by Iraq dictator 
Saddam Hussein in September 1980, the war was marked by indiscriminate ballistic-missile attacks, extensive 
use of chemical weapons and attacks on third-country oil tankers in the Persian Gulf. Although Iraq was forced 
on the strategic defensive, Iran was unable to reconstitute effective armoured formations for its air force and 
could not penetrate Iraq’s borders deeply enough to achieve decisive results. The end came in July 1988 with 
the acceptance UN Resolution 598. 
 

2. 1980 - Royal Commission into meat substitution.  In total Justice Albert Edward Woodward named 35 cases 
requiring further investigation and or criminal proceedings.  Some, but not all, of the companies were 
sanctioned and faced prosecution under the Trade Practices Act as the $100 penalty imposed under the Export 
Act did not offer any deterrent.  But he was unable to determine the exact scale of the fraud as the owners 
refused to answer questions at the Royal Commission. In this case a Muslim slaughterman signed certificates 
for animals he did not kill. 
"The size of the operation can be gauged from the fact that, when found out, some $2 million worth of meat 
certified in this way was still being held in storage." 
 
Justice Woodward said ‘the man was paid 20c for every falsely certified carton and in one ten month period this 
figure totalled more than $38,000.’  In 1980 this was a vast sum. 
Another unnamed export company sent chilled meat to the Middle East and forged the signature of a diplomat 
from another Arabic nation to speed up its operation. 
 
The findings of the Royal Commission led to an overhaul of the Australian meat industry. 2012 release of 
"appendix h" comes more than 30 years after the main document was made available to the public. While 
many of the companies named faced sanctions and had export certification cancelled effectively closing down 
operations, some of the persons named in the appendix are still involved in the meat industry. (3) 
1981 - US requests calls a TOTAL ban on ALL exports to Iran, Australia says no except for food and medical 
supplies. 
Meat Substitution Scandal:  27 July 1981:  Disaster 
Australian Exports to USA contained 3 frozen blocks of horse meat.  In the next few days more were found and 
kangaroo meat elsewhere.  By August 1981 media reports ‘Meat Substitution Scandal’.   Potential threat to the 
Beef Export trade, worth 1 Billion A$ was in serious jeopardy. 
 
Cabinet records of September 1981, recently released show the Fraser Government, especially Primary Industry 
Minister Peter Nixon reassuring nervous trade customers and also reconciling Australians that were aghast at 
the scandal.   Cabinet Submission 5055 September 8, 1981 duly endorsed or noted by Cabinet in Decision 16692  

 
September 9, 1981.  Australian Federal Police were called in, and deregistration of suspect companies.  Severe 
Penalties were set up of up to 100,000, (a huge sum back then) and/or 5-10 years imprisonment. 
Decision 16703 it announced a Royal Commission into the meat industry led by the Honourable Mr Justice AE 
Woodward. 
 
‘Woodward was critical of what he found was Minister Nixon's failure to deal 'adequately and effectively' with 
the good advice given to him in 1980 by the Committee of Inquiry to Examine Commonwealth and State Meat 
Inspection Systems, chaired by the Hon CR Kelly. The Kelly Committee was tasked with assessing the 
effectiveness of meat-inspection systems for export as well as non-export meat. The Committee had told the 
Minister that Australian meat-inspection processes were 'sordid' and shonky, with meat-packaging companies 
often bribing meat inspectors with free meat.’ 
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Minister Nixon had been accused of a 'Slaughtergate' cover-up and Opposition Leader Bill Hayden had alleged 
there'd been 'this conspiracy of concealment', but on 21 September Fraser told the House that the 
Commissioner was wrong to blame the Minister. 
Nixon had been blameless, Fraser insisted, because 
like every other decent law-abiding Australian, he 
hadn't been able to imagine such an unprecedented 
and unimaginable horror as meat substitution.  
No doubt this disaster was the catalyst for the 
introduction of Australian Halal Certification in the 
Meat Export Industry.   
 
By the end of 1981 there are 47 Australian Export Abattoirs and 3 boning rooms Halal certified to process meat 
for Islamic countries but in particular Iran. 

December 1982 – Exports fall - Iran expels 2 staff members of Australian Embassy, Australia in turn expels 2 
Iranian staff members. 

1982 - Australian Export Control Act 1982 
 
1983 –1984 - Major Federal Australian Election - Bob Hawke elected as ALP Prime Minister in landslide win 
after major media campaign.  Question:  Who funded it, no doubt ACTU but who else? Bob Hawke had a close 
friendship with:  Sheikh Taj El-Din Hamid Hilaly – Bob Hawke’s Government appointed him Mufti of Australia in 
1988   

 In 1999 he was charged and jailed after being convicted of smuggling goods from Egypt.  

 In 2003 Police stopped him and charged him with driving unregistered and 
uninsured vehicle, as well as behaviour towards Police – assault, hindering 
officers and resisting arrest (later dropped) but fined $400. 

 In 2005 Government asked him for assistance in freeing Australian Douglas 
Wood in Iraq.  Demands of withdrawing troops in Iraq in exchange for 
Woods.  Twice he visited Iraq and demands of $25 million were asked for, 
Hilaly convinced them a figure in the 1000’s but eventually by a raid from the 
Iraqi Army.  Woods said he never spoke to Hilary. 

 In 2005, he received the Muslim Achievement Award ‘Man of the Year’. 

  In 2006 he was sacked by the Howard Government after promoting denials 
of the Holocaust, calling 
Israel a Cancer and he also made derogatory comments on non-Muslim women  

 
BOB HAWKE and ALP ENDORSES GOVERNMENT INVOLVEMENT IN HALAL CERTIFICATION  
Bob Hawke’s Government also freed up Exports and supported export of Uranium 

AQIS introduced AGMS program  1983 

 Floated the Australian dollar 

 Deregulated the Australian economy 

 Reformed the Australian tax system 

 Supported uranium mining in Australia 

 

3. 1984 - Australian Government Authorised Halal Program (AGAHP). 
Agreement for this program was signed by Bob Hawke as Prime Minister ON JULY 1

ST
, 1984 after ALP 

GAINED CONTROL OF SENATE ON THAT DAY.  No media report has been located that advised the 
population of this.   
“Australia is also known as the first and the only country in the world of which the Government 
supervises the Halal meat program - Australian Government Authorised Halal Program (AGAHP). 
This program is being monitored by both relevant government agencies and the Islamic bodies to 
ensure a high quality standard of meat production that meets both the international food safety 
standards as well as Islamic religious requirements (Khan, 2009; Nana, 2009). (4) 

 
1990’s  - Halal Certification moves into food products - Again, this is done in without any information leaked to 
general population. 
 
1992 – Canada is introduced to Halal Certification 
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http://www.academia.edu/6434094/The_Development_of_Halal_Logo 

 

1992 – Bega Cheese Halal Certified  

1996 - "Australia must cease being a branch office of empire (British Empire), become a republic and aim for 
enmeshment in Asia.  The case for re-defining Australia as an Asian country was grounded on the assumption 
that economies over-rule culture in shaping the destiny of nations".  Former PM, Paul Keating, in The 
Australian, 27/11/96. 

Australian Water Act 2000 – 815 page report on water restrictions for farmers for one of the driest continents 
on earth. 

Farmers cannot build a dam or collect rain water without incurring fees and Government permission.  This 
makes absolutely no sense that a farmer who needs water to survive and therefore some of these have 
restrictions incurred severe hardship due to this during drought.  In fact it placed many farmers having no 
alternatives either to borrow from the bank or sell.  From family owned farms, now mortgaged to the hilt at 
bank’s whim. 

September 11, 2001 – World Trade Centre  

Saudi Arabia-US relationship under severe strain as World learns that 15 of the 19 hijackers were Saudi’s.  
Authorities raided, froze or shut down the assets of nearly 50 Islamic institutions, most funded by Saudi Arabia 
because of links to terrorist activities. These included the Muslim World League, World Assembly of Muslim 
Youth SAAR Foundation and the School of Islamic and Social Sciences.  Although the Saudi’s joined in the battle 
trying to stop the radicalization it was responsible for, as late as 2007, former Undersecretary of the Treasury 
for Terrorism and Financial Intelligence Stuart Levey said ‘if I could somehow snap my fingers and cut off the 
funding from one country, it would be Saudi Arabia.   

Did things change or did Saudi Arabia and Muslims change their global takeover tactics  NO? 

2004:  Halal Certification ramped up into all Australian food manufacturing. 

2004-Present:  Multinational companies began buying up Australian food companies and purchasing land 
and abattoirs. 

May 22, 2011 -  the Pakistani newspaper Dawn reported that nearly $100 million in annual financial support 
for Salafi Dobandi and Ahl-i-Hadith clerics in Southern Punjab originated in Saudi Arabia and the UAE.  To find 
young subjects for martyrdom operations, the organisations targeted families with multiple children and 
severe financial difficulties, initially under the pretence of charity.  Clerics then indoctrinated the children, 
while teachers assessed their proclivity to engage in violence and acceptance of Jihad culture.  In exchange for 
each child, the organisation doled out an overage cash payment of $6,500. 

Halal Certified Exports:   
Abattoirs 2015: Of 158 Abattoirs, 123 abattoirs ALL Halal Certified in a non-Muslim Country not including 
other establishments which also deal with the production of Halal meat such as independent boning and 
processing rooms.  35 Abattoirs for Pig and/or other meat mixed Offal.   

Majority of Halal Certificated abattoirs export only 60% and supply 40% to the Domestic Market and all major 
supermarkets.  Result few Non-Halal meat is available for domestic consumption except from small abattoirs 
that slaughter pigs as well, and in rural areas.  Majority of the top grades, are exported.  Animals considered 
not fit for Muslim consumption are put into the Australian domestic market.  Largest Export markets are 
Japan, Korea and America (all majority non-Muslim countries) 

 
 Chicken:  Halal Certified Chicken, 100% Halal Certified but over 95% supplied domestically?  
  
 Pork:  Accounts for 40% of the world meat consumption.  In 1990 Australia had 6,847 Pig producers 
 which have been reduced to 660 producers.   Current production is 360,000 tonnes but consumers 
 (on the increase)  consume 550,000 tonnes.  70% of ham and bacon is now imported from USA and 
 Canada.  The only genuine non Halal beef, Veal, Lamb and Mutton come only from pig  abattoirs and 
 suppliers of this meat is not made  available to the general public easily.  Exports in 1990 accounted 
 for 3% of Exports – less than 1% now, however over 70% of ham and bacon sold to Major 
 Supermarkets is imported as part of the Trans Pacific Partnership. 
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With our Pork Industry free of disease why are WE not exporting more, not importing? Was there an 
export  trade off? Why are we exporting pig products to Indonesia and Malaysia both majority Islamic 
population yet because of the horrors of pig contamination Australia has Halal Certification on Export 
meat? 

 
Indonesia is 16th in the world for pig slaughter – Australia is 33rd.  Something is very wrong where a Muslim 
Country insists on no pig contamination in Australia yet exports more than we a Non-Muslim country does? 
 
Barriers:  Middle East Trade barriers are restricting ANY Exports that are not certified from farm to plate?  
Sharia-law enforced on Australia. 

Austrade figures show Exports to Muslim majority Indonesia at A$6,906 million YET Imports as A$9,054.  This is 
a total imbalance of trade.  QUESTION WHY? What hold does Indonesia hold over Australia? 

 

Why must the MUI acknowledge their products as Halal? 

There is a section in the law which says that each foreign company wanting to export their products to 

Australia must be certified Halal. The MUI is authorized to issue such accreditation. The MUI has a 

benchmarking or standardization system which, are not all approved by the World Halal Council. The MUI 

however initiated the World Halal Council, which has now become the World Halal Food Council. 

 

Conclusion 
Was Halal Certification introduced as a means of financing a Caliphate takeover of the world of 
the Islamic religion and Sharia Law?  There are basically five forms of followers of the Islamic 
faith. The Moderate and Neutral followers are the only ones who could possibly assimilate into 
the Australian Culture. 

 

Halal Certification and the introduction of Sharia Law into Australia is a MAJOR concern. 

 

‘In other words, while sanctioned and unsanctioned clerics have cut back on overtly violent rhetoric, they still 

view Western culture with disdain, exhibit a lack of respect for women’s rights, and speak with open hostility 

about minorities, other religions, and non-Wahhabi Muslims’. 

In Australia majority is conservative not moderate as 
many think.  We already have many enclaves in Major 
cities, and recent immigration is drawn to these 
enclaves, where many are in the radical group. 

The people of the Islamic faith lived in Australia with 
few issues until the last 15 years when their views on 
their faith began being imposed on the rest of the 
population.  This has caused a huge divide in Australia. 

 

It is only a matter of time before we have more events 
like the Lindt Siege or worse. 

 

 

History shows we need to take control now, before it is too late and they finally win their Global Caliphate of 
Islam. 
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Who owns our Food 
Top companies according to Food & Drink Magazine 2014 

 Company Products l Owned by:  (Researched) 

1  Fonterra  
 

HALAL CERTIFIED 

Woolworths Milk Home Brand,  
Anchor, 
Bega, 

Mainland, Perfect Italiano, Western Star, , Tamar Valley, Diploma Instant Milk, 
CalciYum, Nestle Soleil, Riverina Fresh, Ski Activ, Ski Yoghurt, Western Star 
Butter. 

NZ: 42% foreign owned shares  (Major concern) 

Fonterra Co-operative group - Founded in 2001  
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/business/news/article.cfm?c_id=3&objectid=10850648 

http://www.nzherald.co.nz/business/news/article.cfm?c_id=3&objectid=10850648 

2  Lion Nathan 
 

HALAL CERTIFIED 
 

Pura; Dairy Farmers; Moove; Farmers Union; Dare; Big M; Masters M; Yoplait; 
Fruche; Yogo; Divine Classic; Berri; Daily Juice; Just Juice; Mildura; Prima; 
Sunnyboy; Zooper Dooper; Summit; Kyneton Springs; Coon; King Island Diary; 
Tasmanian Heritage; Mersey Valley; South Cape; Cracker Barrel; Australian 
Gold; Mil Lel; Heidi Farm; and Vitasoy. 
Lion also owns dozens of alcohol brands including Tooheys, XXXX, Heineken and 
James Squire. 

Japan:  Kirin Holdings/Mitsubishi  MEGA COMPANY 

(see attached) 
Lion Nathan merged with National Foods (owned by Kirin 2007) to form Lion Nathan National 
Foods 
 http://www.smh.com.au/business/sad-farewell-for-australasias-lion-nathan-20090917-
fsvt.html 

Owned by (shareholding) Mitsubishi:  Shareholders who??? 

https://www.mitsubishi.com/php/users/category_result_member.php?company_id=00000001
&lang=1  

3  Coca Cola 
 

Halal Certified 
(unknown) 

Drinks: Coca-Cola; Fanta; Lift; Deep Spring; Mother; Appletiser; Grapetiser; 
Kirks; Bisleri; Mount Franklin; Pump; Peats Ridge; Vitamin Water; Powerade; 
Nestea; Neverfail; Goulburn Valley; Fruit Box; and Grinders Coffee. 
Food: SPC; Goulburn Valley; Ardmona; IXL; and Taylor’s. 
CCA also has interest in several alcohol brands including Jim Beam, Canadian 
Club, Galliano and Maker’s Mark. 

 USA: Muhtar Kent – Muslim CEO  (MAJOR CONCERN) 

http://www.todayszaman.com/business_coca-cola-ceo-in-us-group-to-
renew-ties-with-muslims_222609.html 

http://saportareport.com/muhtar-kent-coca-cola-a-bridge-between-world-and-atlanta/ 
Warren Buffet owns major shares in both Coke and Pepsi through his company, Berkshire 
Hathaway.  Shareholding 

4  JBS 

HALAL CERTIFIED 

Largest meat processor of beef and lamb (chicken and pork) 

AMH, King Island Beef, Royal, Swift Premium Beef, Beef City Black, Friboi Beef, 
Tasmanian Premium Beef and Lamb 
 

March 2015 purchased Primo Smallgoods (Pork) 

Brazil: (shareholding) JBS SA formerly Friboi Ltda, MEGA COMPANY  
(see attached) 

This Company is a monopoly not only meat but food, finance, power 
generation, metal cans, cleaning equipment.  Who are the major 
shareholders? 

http://www.reuters.com/finance/stocks/companyProfile?symbol=JBSS3.SA 

https://australianabattoirs.wordpress.com/tag/jbs-ownership/ 

 

5  Murray 
Goulburn 

HALAL CERTIFIED 
 

Devondale Milks, spreads and cheeses 
Liddells – Lactose free 

Table Cove Milk 

Canadian:  Owned by Saputo Inc (Shareholding)  

87.920% owns Warrnambool Cheese and Butter Holding 

Wants to purchase more Australian/NZ Companies 
http://www.maxumfoods.com.au/saputo-seeks-expansion/ 
http://www.just-food.com/companies/saputo_id31 

http://www.nzherald.co.nz/business/news/article.cfm?c_id=3&objectid=10850648
http://www.smh.com.au/business/sad-farewell-for-australasias-lion-nathan-20090917-fsvt.html
http://www.smh.com.au/business/sad-farewell-for-australasias-lion-nathan-20090917-fsvt.html
http://www.reuters.com/finance/stocks/companyProfile?symbol=JBSS3.SA
https://australianabattoirs.wordpress.com/tag/jbs-ownership/
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Top 10 largest Dairy processor in world 
http://www.saputo.com/investors-and-medias/company-
profile/default.aspx?id=818&langtype=4105 

6  Bidvest 
Distributes  

HALAL CERTIFIED 
 

Largest Distributor foodservice.  56,000 food products sold to hospitality, 
catering and leisure markets including hospitals. 
Bidvest has subsidiaries in food service, distribution services and trading.  
Assets are in Africa, Europe and Asia.  It has a market cap of R103.7 billion a 
price to earnings ratio of 17.41 and a dividend yield of 2.77 percent. 

South Africa:  Shareholding -  Bidvest Group is an investment holding 
company with subsidiaries operating in services, trading and distribution.  
Founded in 1988 and listed on the JSE Limited in 1990. 

 Owns or  has significant holdings in over 300 companies and is active across 
5 continents.  Corporate office Johannesburg 

 
http://www.bidvest.com/ 

 

7  Teys 
 

HALAL CERTIFIED 

Second largest Australian meat processor.  
Teys Australia formed 2011 (Cargill) 

Food, agriculture, financial and industrial products worldwide 
6 Abattoris Beenleigh, Biloela, Rockhampton, Tamworth,Wagga Wagga and 
Naracoorte. 2 feedlots 

Received $7 Million Grant from Government 
 

USA/Australia?  Cargill 50% share  ENORMOUS COMPANY 
Products: Food & Beverage, Pharmaceutical, Personal Care, Food Service, 
Animal nutrition and feed, Meat, Industrial/Bio Chemical, Salt 

Wage Dispute:  http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-06-24/teys-
promise/6568840 

http://archive.fortune.com/2011/10/24/news/companies/cargill_food_busi
ness.fortune/index.htm 
http://www.referenceforbusiness.com/history2/40/Cargill-Inc.html 

 

8  Goodman Fielder 
 

HALAL CERTIFIED 

Largest food manufacturer  
Bread: Meadow Lea, Helga’s, Wonder White, Country Life, Mighty Soft, 
Vogel’s, Lawson’s, La Famiglia, Freya’s, Nature’s Fresh, Molenberg, 

 Baking Ingredients:White Wings, Pampas, Edmonds 

Biscuits: 
Paradise, Veri Deli, White Wings  
Dairy: 
 Activate, Bouton d’or, Chesdale, Meadow Fresh, Naturalea, Ornelle, Puhoi 
Valley, Tararua 
Dressings, Sauces, and Vinegars: 
Asia at Home, Cornwell’s, Eta, Holbrooks, Paul Newmans Own, Praise 

Pastry, Cakes & Desserts: 

Edmonds, Ern  

Crisco, ETA, Gold’N’Canola, Meadowlea, Olivani est Adams, Pampas, Puhoi 
Valley,  White Wings 

Spreads & Oils:, Olive Grove 

Owned by Wilmar Intl’l Singapore and Hong Kong First Pacific CHINA 100% 
ownership 
http://media.corporate-
ir.net/media_files/IROL/16/164878/WilmarAnnual_Report_2013_Final.pdf 

Asia’s leading agribusiness group – founded 1991 
http://ausfoodnews.com.au/tag/goodman-fielder 

Owns CSR sugar and ALL sugar in Australia is now Halal Certified 
 
 

http://www.bidvest.com/
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-06-24/teys-promise/6568840
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-06-24/teys-promise/6568840
http://archive.fortune.com/2011/10/24/news/companies/cargill_food_business.fortune/index.htm
http://archive.fortune.com/2011/10/24/news/companies/cargill_food_business.fortune/index.htm
http://www.referenceforbusiness.com/history2/40/Cargill-Inc.html
http://ausfoodnews.com.au/tag/goodman-fielder
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9  Nestle 

 

HALAL CERTIFIED 

Products:  Nescafe, Maggi; Milo; Nespresso; Uncle Toby’s; Movenpick; Nescafe; 
Nan (baby formula); Musashi; Kit Kat; Aero; Allen’s lollies; Anticol; Butter 
Menthol; Chokito; Club; Lifesavers; Crunch; Milky Bar; Rolo; Smarties; Violet 
Crumble; Golden Rough; XXX Mints; Soothers; Coffee Mate; Nesquik; Nestle-
branded products; Country Cup; Crosse & Blackwell Branston; Starz Space Food 
Sticks; Sustagen; Optifast; and Carnation. 
Petcare: Purina; Fancy Feast; One; ProPlan; Felix; Friskies; Lucky Dog; PetLife; 
Supercoat; Beneful; Bonnie; Ruffs; and Totalcare. 
 
Rolled out near-field communication (NFC) technology (PAY PASS) in 
Woolworths to support launch of Uncle Toby’s Oats & Strawberries and 
launched recycleable Nescafe Dolce Gusto coffee capsules. 

 

Swiss Owned but Shareholding diverse.   

Institutions hold 80% of shares 

http://the-european.eu/story-
2234/nestle-shareholder-dialogue-
in-a-diversified-ownership-
structure.html 

 

442 factories in 86 countries 
including many closer and in Muslim 
countries yet in all products Halal 
Certified? 

 

10  George Weston 
Foods 
 

HALAL CERTIFIED 

Tip Top, Burgen and Abbott’s, Golden, Don KRC (purchased 1999), Jasol 
(cleaning products Domestic and Commercial), KR Castlemaine, Watsonia, 
Global AB Mauri anz (purchased 2014) (flour milling, yeast, premix 
manufacturing, livestock animal nutrician)  
Bread, baking products, small goods, cakes and ingredients 

Owned by: UK: Associated British Foods Group / Sugar; Agriculture; Retail; Grocery; and 
Ingredients. (shareholding)   
http://www.abf.co.uk/about_us/our_group/our_businesses Associated British Foods Group 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.georgewestonfoods.com.au/who-we-are/gwf-fast-facts.html 

Wage Dispute: http://www.canberratimes.com.au/act-news/driver-say-bread-company-not-

so-tip-top-20120827-24vkh.html 

11  Inghams 
Enterprises 
 

HALAL CERTIFIED 

Poultry processor 
Woolworths supplier 

2014 Inghams sold 
WP Carey 31 properties purchased  

Owned by USA: TPG Capital owns 312 companies (shareholding) 
TPG Capital Reportedly Acquired Telecom Office Portfolio July 2015  

http://www.bloomberg.com/research/stocks/private/snapshot.asp?privcapId=23307 
http://www.smh.com.au/business/tpg-buys-inghams-with-880m-bid-20130310-2fu1a.html 

http://tenplay.com.au/channel-ten/recipe-to-riches/meet-the-suppliers/inghams 

http://the-european.eu/story-2234/nestle-shareholder-dialogue-in-a-diversified-ownership-structure.html
http://the-european.eu/story-2234/nestle-shareholder-dialogue-in-a-diversified-ownership-structure.html
http://the-european.eu/story-2234/nestle-shareholder-dialogue-in-a-diversified-ownership-structure.html
http://the-european.eu/story-2234/nestle-shareholder-dialogue-in-a-diversified-ownership-structure.html
http://www.georgewestonfoods.com.au/who-we-are/gwf-fast-facts.html
http://www.canberratimes.com.au/act-news/driver-say-bread-company-not-so-tip-top-20120827-24vkh.html
http://www.canberratimes.com.au/act-news/driver-say-bread-company-not-so-tip-top-20120827-24vkh.html
http://www.smh.com.au/business/tpg-buys-inghams-with-880m-bid-20130310-2fu1a.html
http://tenplay.com.au/channel-ten/recipe-to-riches/meet-the-suppliers/inghams
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Corval 6 properties  purchased 

Charter Hall 6 properties  

 

http://www.theaustralian.com.au/business/property/inghams-portfolio-carved-up/story-
fnko7zi0-1227122366693 

 
 

12  Carlton & United 
Breweries 

SAB Miller 
VB, Cascade, Crown, Melbourne Bitter, Foster’s, Miller’s, Resch’s, Pure Blonde, 
Pilsner, Peroni, Great Northern, Matilda Bay, Abbotsford, Sheaf, Grolsch, NT 

South Africa Owned:  Sold in 2011 to SAB Miller 

13  Sucrogen 
 

HALAL CERTIFIED 
 

 

Sugar,(old CSR) owns 7 sugar mills 
Wilmar expanded into the sugar business in 2010 through the acquisition of 
Sucrogen Limited (known today as Wilmar Sugar) in Australia – one of the 
world’s largest sugar companies, and PT Jawamanis Rafinasi – a leading sugar 
refiner in Indonesia. In 2011, Wilmar went on to acquire PT Duta Sugar 
International, one of eight licenced sugar refineries in Indonesia. In the same 
year, through Sucrogen, we added Proserpine Mill, fifth largest sugar mill in 
Australia to its sugar business. 

Palms & Laurics 
Speciality Fats 
Olechemicals 
Biodiesel 
Edible Oils 
Meals  
Rice 
Rice Bran Oil and Meal 
Flour 
Sugar 
Consumer Products 
Fertiliser 

Owned by Subsidiary  of Singapore Wilmar Int’l 
http://www.canegrowers.com.au/icms_docs/74862_Wilmar_announcement_re_CSR.pdf 

http://www.wilmar-international.com/our-business/sugar/ 
Founded in 1991 – Asia’s leading agribusiness group.  Ranked among the largest listed companies 
on the Singapore Exchange.  Headquarters: Singapore 

 World’s largest processor and merchandiser of palm and lauric oils, as well as largest in edible 
oils refining and fractionation, oleochemicals, specialty fats and palm biodiesel 

 Largest merchandiser of consumer pack oils worldwide 

 One of the largest oil palm plantation owners and the largest palm oil refiner in Indonesia and 
Malaysia 

 One of the largest oilseed crushers, edible oils refiners, specialty fats and oleochemical 
manufacturers, and flour and rice millers in China 

 Amongst the top 10 global raw sugar producers as well as the largest raw sugar producer and 
refiner, and a leading merchandiser of consumer brands in sugar and sweetener market in 
Australia 

 A leading branded consumer pack oils producer, oilseed crusher and edible oils refiner in India 

 Largest supplier of edible oils in Africa 

 One of the largest edible oils refiners in Ukraine 

14  Mondolez 
 

HALAL CERTIFIED 
 

Formerly Kraft, Australian subsidiary of the worlds second largest food 
producer.  Cadbury (which includes Dairy Milk, Time Out, Cherry Ripe and 
more); Toblerone; Terry’s Chocolate; Cote D’or, Suchard, Green & Blacks; The 
Natural Confectionary Company; Pascall; Belvita; Oreo; Captain’s Table; Ritz; 
Premium; In-a-biskit; Vegemite; Kraft Peanut Butter; Easy Cheese; Easy Mac; 
Mac N Cheese; Bonox and Philadelphia. 

The company, a division of Mondelez International, one of the world's top 10 food companies, paid 

a dividend of $174 million, its first for two years. 

 

USA owned:  Has had enormous issues with unfair practices employment 

Australia’s largest R & D facility at Ringwood, Victoria.  After taking into 
account a $30 million tax credit, an adjustment related to accounts in 
a previous year, Mondelez's bottom-line profit from continuing 
operations jumped 43 per cent in 2014 to $168.1 million.  

 
 http://www.smh.com.au/business/mondelez-australia-profit-soars-after-tax-credit-20150430-
1mwm4a.html#ixzz3fishKYem 

15  Treasury Wine 
Estates 

Penfolds, Wolf Blass, Yellowglen, Lindeman;s Coldstream Hills, Seppelt, 
Beringer,  

Shareholders:  Sahttp://www.smh.com.au/business/treasury-wine-estates-to-sell-australian-us-
wineries-20150331-1mbleg.html 

http://www.theaustralian.com.au/business/property/inghams-portfolio-carved-up/story-fnko7zi0-1227122366693
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/business/property/inghams-portfolio-carved-up/story-fnko7zi0-1227122366693
http://www.canegrowers.com.au/icms_docs/74862_Wilmar_announcement_re_CSR.pdf
http://www.wilmar-international.com/our-business/sugar/
http://www.smh.com.au/business/mondelez-australia-profit-soars-after-tax-credit-20150430-1mwm4a.html#ixzz3fishKYem
http://www.smh.com.au/business/mondelez-australia-profit-soars-after-tax-credit-20150430-1mwm4a.html#ixzz3fishKYem
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The business is divided into four global regions: Australia and New Zealand; 
The Americas; Europe; Middle East & Africa and Asia. Globally the company 
manages over 12,000 hectares of vineyards with 4,000 employees in 12 
countries, with sales totalling over 35 million cases of wine annually, 
generating revenues of A$2 billion.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

16  Asahi Holdings 
 

Halal Certified 
(unknown) 

Schweppes, (old P&N) beverages and Mountain H20 water.  Cricketers Arms 
Beer 
Also involved in Confectionaries, Baby Food, Pharmaceuticals, Freeze Dried 
Food, Coffee, Tea, Fruit and Vegetable Drinks 

They have a partnership agreement with their customers 

Subsidiary  of Asahi Japan  -  Schweppes Australia formed April 3 2009 

July 1, 2011 formed a holding company called Asahi Group. 

Shareholding 
http://www.asahigroup-holdings.com/en/ 

 

17  Unilever 
Australia 
 

HALAL CERTIFIED 

 

Food: Bertolli; Bushells; Continental; Choya; Flora; Pro-Active; Lipton; Streets; 
and Lan-Choo. 
Grocery: Clear shampoo; Dove; Sunsilk; VO5; Tresemme; Vaseline; Comfort; 
Omo; Surf; Domestos; Drive; Impulse; Rexona; Lynx; Radox; St Ives; Simple; Jif; 
Persil; and Pond’s. 

Anglo-Dutch owned – Shareholding 
WORLDWIDE 

http://www.unilever.com/ 

18  PFD Food 
Services 
HALAL CERTIFIED 

Distributor for Mondelez, Nestle and Goodman Fielder. Australian Owned 
Distributes to restaurants, hotels and commercial kitchens throughout 
Australia.  61 branches and also owns now Kosmos Foods Wholesalers NT 

 
19  Mars 

HALAL CERTIFIED 
Food: Dolmio; KanTong; Masterfoods; Uncle Ben’s; Promite; Mars; Snickers; 
Maltesers; Milky Way; Pods; Twix; 5 Gum; Airwaves; Eclipse; Extra; Hubba 
Bubba; Juicy Fruit; Kenman; PK; Skittles; and Starburst. 
Petcare: Pedigree; Whiskas; Schmackos; Advance; Catsan; Chum; Dine; Excelpet; 
Goodo; Golden Cob; Greenies; Harmony; Kitekat; My Dog; Nutro; Optimum; 
Royal Canin; and Trill. 
 

American – family owned 
7 Manufacturing sites across Australia 

20  Baiada Poultry 
 

HALAL CERTIFIED 

Poultry processor Australian – family owned 

21  Australian 
Consolidated 
Food 
Investments  

 

Primo smallgoods, largest producer of ham, bacon and smallgoods. Owned by Asian Affinity Equity partners.  Company operates abattoirs as well 
as food manufacturing and processing facilities and distribution warehouses. 
SOLD to JBS Australia March 2015 

22  Manildra Group Flour, pre-mixes, starches, proteins, glucose, fats and oils and sugar.   Australian, 
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HALAL CERTIFIED 

 

Canola Oils 

Healthy Baker brand 
Sugar 

Manildra value adds to create a diversified product range from flour to 
starches, gluten, glucose and ethanol. 

Meat – Lamb supplier exports and supplies one of the major supermarkets all 
its lamb. 

http://www.manildra.com.au/ 
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15. Technology, Innovation and Supply Chain Management 

 Interactive Session 

 

Critical success factors for a successful implementation of  
halal red meat supply chain in Australia: meat processor’s perspective  

 
 

ABSTRACT 

 

Australia has the reputation of being a major producer of halal red meat in the world.  In the wake of 

Muslim consumers’ awareness of halal status and the growing demand of the multi-billion halal industry, 

this paper aims to explain the factors that are critical for ensuring a successful implementation of halal 

red meat supply chain in Australia. From the perspective of halal meat processors, this exploratory 

research paper is based on semi structured interviews with six meat processors located in the state of 

Victoria. 

 

Keywords: halal meat, halal integrity, supply chain management 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of this paper is to explain the factors that are critical to successful implementation of halal 

red meat (will be referred as ‘meat’ throughout this paper) supply chain, from the perspective of meat 

processors in Australia.  

Even though the number of Muslim population in Australia is relatively small, less than 5% of the 

total country’s population of 23 million people (PewResearchCenter, 2011), Australia is known as the 

major world producer and exporter of halal meat since the 1980s (Marzuki, Hall, & Ballantine, 2012; Wan 

Hassan & Awang, 2009). Australia halal meat’s export ranges from beef, lamb, mutton and offal, and is of 

high demand from customers in both Muslim and non-Muslim majority countries (Khan, 2009).  

Australia is also known as the first and the only country in the world of which the Government 

supervises the halal meat program - Australian Government Authorised Halal Program (AGAHP). This 

program is being monitored by both relevant government agenies and the Islamic bodies to ensure a high 

quality standard of meat production that meets both the international food safety standards as well as 

Islamic religious requirements (Khan, 2009; Nana, 2009).  
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One of the major stakeholders in the Australian halal meat supply chain is the meat processors. There 

are 123 abattoirs in Australia that are halal accredited by the country’s halal certification bodies (ABC, 

2013). These numbers do not include other establishments which also deal with the production of halal 

meats such as the independent boning and processing room facilities. Therefore, it is important for these 

meat processors to understand the critical factors that ensure the integrity of their halal meat and meat 

products. 

HALAL FOOD SUPPLY CHAIN INTEGRITY 

The halal food supply chain refers to the process of supplying halal food from the point of origin to the 

point of consumption or from farm to plate with the purpose of satisfying the requirements of halal 

consumers. Some of the notable definitions of halal food supply chain management in the recent studies 

are included in Table 1.  

Insert Table 1 about here 

 

The goal of the halal supply chain is to protect the halal status of that particular halal product 

throughout a series of movement from one supply chain channel to another channel until it reaches the 

ultimate customer. It must be free from any possibility of contamination that can make the product 

become non halal. Once the integrity has been breached, the product is no longer fit for consumption of 

Muslim buyers (Lam & Alhashmi, 2008; Zailani, Arrifin, Abd Wahid, Othman, & Fernando, 2010).  

In a global food supply chain where food products are produced and procured from all over the world, 

the task of ensuring the integrity of the halal supply chain can be very challenging because it may involve 

different players and stakeholders, locations, regulations and control mechanisms (Tieman, 2008; 

Zulfakar, Jie, & Chan, 2012; Zulfakar, M Anuar, & Ab Talib, 2012). According to Jaafar, Endut, Faisol, 

and Omar (2011) and Melatu Samsi, Tasnim, and Ibrahim (2011), every party involved in the halal food 

supply chain must play their part in protecting  the  integrity of the food product when the halal product is 

under their possession and must ensure the continuity of it when they are receiving or delivering the halal 

products to/from other parties in the supply chain. Failure to ensure the same or higher level of halal 
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integrity by the subsequent supply chain partner can pose the risk of the halal food products becoming 

non-halal. 

The challenge is also amplified when the product moves across geographical boundaries in which 

there is a different understanding of halal between countries especially in the context of Muslim and non-

Muslim majority countries (Zulfakar, M Anuar, et al., 2012). For example, the majority of halal food 

especially meat and poultry products are currently produced in non-Muslim majority countries such as 

Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Uruguay and New Zealand. These countries share two similarities: (1) they 

are currently the major production house of meat and poultry for both halal and non halal meat markets 

and (2) they are also non-Muslim majority countries. The halal meat industry in these countries often is 

not regulated as strictly as in those of Muslim majority countries. Thus, an understanding of what 

constitutes halal or not; or what makes halal products become non-halal or haram (non-consumable) 

might be perceived differently from those in the Muslim countries. According to Tieman, van der Vorst 

and Che Ghazali (2012), the level of halal integrity protection cannot be expected to be the same in these 

two sets of countries. However, as the study suggested that there should be an agreed acceptable minimum 

level of halal integrity protection for these non-Muslim majority countries. 

     According to Lodhi (2009), halal products will remain halal along the supply chain until non halal 

elements are introduced intentionally or unintentionally. The halal integrity can be breached along the 

supply chain at numerous points; the halal critical control points (Refer Figure 1). These critical points 

(Lodhi, 2009) are the important checkpoints that need to be checked by all parties involved in handling 

halal products.  

 

Insert Figure 1 about here 

 

DATA COLLECTION PROCEDURES 

This paper adopts a qualitative research methodology in which data were collected by using semi-

structured interviews. This approach is adopted to ensure a deeper understanding of the subject matter 
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(Creswell, 2009; Creswell & Plano Clark, 2011) as research in this area is limited. Potential participants 

were initially identified from the website of Aus-Meat Limited, the main association of meat producer in 

Australia. Subsequently, purposive sampling was carried out and the list search was narrowed down to the 

establishments that are located in the state of Victoria.  

Four meat processors agreed to participate in this study and two meat processors were added from the 

recommendation of the initial research participants.  A brief profile of the red meat processors that 

participated in this study can be seen in Table 2.  

 

Insert Table 2 about here 

 

All the interviews were audio-taped recorded and transcribed. Thematic analysis was conducted to 

identify the main themes to come out with factors which the meat processors in Australia agreed as critical 

to the successful implementation of halal meat supply chain. 

CRITICAL FACTORS FOR HALAL MEAT SUPPLY CHAIN IMPLEMENTATION 

During the interviews, the participants acknowledged that the primary reason for their venture into the 

halal meat production was primarily because of market access. The growth in demand of halal industry 

particularly in the food segment (Adams, 2011; Marzuki et al., 2012; Power, 2008; Sungkar, 2008, 2009), 

offers multibillions dollars market which cannot be ignored. Even though they are not Muslim, they are 

taking the halal matter seriously in their halal red meat production so that they would not be left out from 

the lucrative slice of share in the food market, as highlighted by HM3 below: 

“. . . because it is market access. This is all about export registered plants, . . . (It) is about 

meeting market specifications through religious aspect, we respect that religious aspect but 

it is about selling our meat and our meat products.” (HM3) 

The following section will highlight the factors that are critical to ensure successful implementation of the 

halal red meat supply chain from the perspective of the red meat processor. The overall factors are 

summarised in Figure 2. 
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Insert Figure 2 about here 

 

Halal program compliance 

According to the participants, the main factor that ensures the integrity and successful implementation of 

the halal meat supply chain in Australia, particularly in the export market is to comply with the Australian 

Government Authorised Halal Program (AGAHP). The program clearly highlights the requirements 

needed for the export of halal meat and meat products which include that meat processors must operate a 

fully halal animal slaughtering process, the need to have a minimum number of full time Muslims workers 

and the need to have their halal program approved and certified by one of the halal certifying bodies, or 

Approved Islamic Organisation in Australia. 

Presently, meat processors in Australia who want to export halal meat and red meat products are 

required to have and implement this program in their ‘Approved Arrangement’ with the Australia’s 

Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry (DAFF). This program contains detailed guidelines for 

the preparation, identification, storage and certification of halal meat and meat products for all exports 

registered establishments in Australia. 

However, for the domestic trade, there is no similar government supervised halal program or specific 

legislation on halal meat in Australia. It is only mentioned briefly in one part of the Australian Standard 

for the Hygienic Production and Transportation of Meat and Meat Products for Human Consumption (AS 

4696:2007). This standard states that animal welfare must be taken care of when performing any ritual 

slaughter and does not specifically discuss the requirements of a halal program and the related 

establishment’s responsibility. Therefore, it is up to the meat processors to set up their own halal program 

with the supervision of the local halal certification bodies. 

Since there is no proper regulation and control mechanism domestically, except for the audit and 

inspection from the halal certifiers, there is a high possibility that the halal meat production for the 
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domestic consumption may not have the same integrity level compared to the production of halal meat for 

the export market. However, when asked during the interview, HM3, HM5 & HM6 disagreed. They said: 

“So regardless of the product goes domestic or export, we follow the same process . . . (We 

don’t have a separate process for halal and non halal production) . . . So we keep the same 

processes if it export or domestic because everything that comes through our gate we 

processes it as export.” (HM5) 

These three meat processors who produced halal meat for both export and domestic market 

collectively said that the integrity of the halal meat for the domestic market is the same as the export 

market because all the halal meat are produced in the same production line without any differentiation in 

quality and standard. However, all of them acknowledged the lack of specific guidelines governing halal 

meat production for the domestic market. 

Halal Certification 

To ensure the integrity and to avoid confusion between parties in the halal red meat supply chain in 

Australia, halal meat can be officially recognised as halal if it is accompanied by a halal certificate. There 

are two types of halal certificate in Australia: (i) halal transfer/interim certificate and (ii) official Australia 

government halal export certificate.  

Halal transfer or interim certification is issued when the meat products are moved from one meat 

establishment to another establishment. If the meat is required to be transferred again to another 

establishment such as a cold storage facility or further processing facility, a new set of halal interim 

certificates need to be issued by the current establishment holding the meat. The only person authorised to 

issue the meat transfer/interim certificate is the registered Muslim supervisor of the particular 

establishment. 

If the halal meat leaves or arrives at any particular meat processing establishment without the halal 

certificate, the authenticity and integrity of the halal meat can be questioned. The receiving party can no 
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longer accept the meat as halal because the halal integrity chain has been breached even though the meat 

has not been physically tampered with or contaminated.  

For export market, an official Australian government halal certificate will be issued. It is issued by 

the establishment where the halal meat was last handled before it was dispatched for export. This official 

certificate requires the signature of both the Muslim supervisor and an AQIS officer on site to make it 

valid. 

These findings are in line with the studies conducted by Noordin, Md Noor, Hashim, and Samicho 

(2009), M. N. Riaz (2010) and Rajagopal, Ramanan, Visvanathan, and Satapathy (2011). Their studies 

found that halal certified products ensure the buyers and consumers that the products have met the 

necessary halal requirement throughout the production process. However, to ensure that integrity of the 

supply chain, the halal certification must be issued by the authorised person from a recognisable 

certification body. Appropriate mechanism to verify the authenticity of certification should also be in 

place to avoid abuse by unscrupulous parties as happen in recent cases (Abdul Talib, Mohd Ali, & 

Jamaludin, 2008; Bruil, 2010; van der Spiegel et al., 2012; Zailani et al., 2010). 

Halal meat processing workers 

Since the majority of workers including the management of halal meat processors are non-Muslim, the 

participants agreed that the role of Muslim workers such the halal supervisors and slaughtermen are 

critical in evaluating and assesing whether the animals have been prepared accordingly to meet the 

requirement of Islamic religion. This finding supports the studies conducted by Lodhi (2009), Khan 

(2009), Pahim, Jemali & Mohamad (2012) and Zulfakar, M Anuar, et al. (2012) which highlight the 

important  role of people handling the halal food production to ensure that the halal status remains intact 

throughout the supply chain. 

The participants argued that the integrity of the halal supply chain begins with the people working on 

the killing floor. They stressed that the slaughtermen must be practising Muslims and must be officially 

registered with any of the halal certifying bodies in Australia. The slaughtermen also must have the 
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necessary competency and skill to make sure that they fulfil the religious aspect when they slaughter the 

animals.  

Beside the slaughtermen, the key people in the production line is the halal supervisor. The halal 

supervisor is normally the most senior person out of the slaughtermen. The halal supervisor has the final 

say whether the animals are halal or otherwise and has the responsibility to issue the halal certificate on 

behalf of the halal certifying bodies.. Therefore it is crucial that the establishments, together with the halal 

certifying bodies, recruit workers that are reliable and competent in performing these particular tasks.   

The role of other workers in the supply chain is equally important too. The Muslim slaughtermen can 

perform the slaughtering task according to the religious specification but the halal status can be 

compromised if people in the subsequent processes (carcases dressing right up until truck loading) have 

insufficient understanding of the halal concept and fail to ensure the integrity of halal products. 

According to HM5, all non-Muslim workers in the establishment were given the necessary instructions 

and training when dealing with halal meat. 

“Everyone that works on process floor is aware of the halal requirements and the halal 

process that is in place and the same down in the boning room, and the same in the load 

out. People are all aware of their department on what are the procedures are for them to 

follow.” (HM5) 

Segregation of halal and non-halal meats 

Even though the meat processors in Australia which are involved in halal meat production must only 

slaughter 100% halal animal species such as cattle, sheep and goats, there is a possibility that during the 

killings, the halal animal species can become non halal. For example, if the animal died after the stunning 

process for some reason, the animal is deemed as non halal.  

If there is a physical contact between this non-halal carcass with others, the other carcass will be also 

condemned as non halal. Non-halal animal carcass should not be allowed to be processed together with 

the rest of the halal carcases and a segregation is required to ensure that the halal meat is not 

contaminated. 
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Even though the non halal carcasses occurrence is very rare, there are specific procedures to deal with 

the non halal carcasses. The main essence of the procedures include identification of non halal carcases 

by manual tagging, separation of minimum two animal spaces in the production chain, physical escort by 

the halal supervisor until the carcase is sent to the separate section in the chiller room or different chiller 

room and the processing of that carcase will only take place after all halal carcasses have been processed. 

These steps are in line with previous study (Bruil, 2010; Khan, 2009; Lodhi, 2009; Tieman, 2011; 

Tieman, Vorst, & Ghazali, 2012; Zulfakar, M Anuar, et al., 2012) in which they agreed that to protect 

halal status, halal and non-halal products should be separated and segregated to avoid possible cross 

contamination. This can be achieved by the means of having dedicated storage place, handling equipment, 

labelling and packaging; and production processes.  

CONCLUSION 

This paper attempts to explore the factors that are crucial in ensuring the successful implementation of the 

halal meat supply chain in Australia from the perspective of the meat processors. The factors identified 

are halal program compliance, halal certification, halal meat processing workers and segregation of halal 

meat. 

The four factors mentioned by the participants are also important to ensure the integrity of the whole 

halal supply chain. This in line with the halal critical control points mentioned by Lodhi (2009) and M. 

Riaz and Chaudry (2004) in which that these critical control points if not being taken care can pose the 

risk of cross contamination which eventually lead to the halal meat becoming non halal. 

This study is only taking into account the perspective of one stakeholder group and only from one 

non-Muslim country i.e. Australia. To allow a more comprehensive understanding of the issues 

surrounding halal meat supply chain, future studies should take into account the perspective of other halal 

stakeholders involved including government departments and agencies, industry and trade associations, 

halal certifying bodies, retailers and consumer group.  
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Table 1: Definition of halal food supply chain 

Author Halal Food Supply Chain Definition 

Che Man et al, 

2007 

‘Process of planning, implementing and controlling the efficient flow 

and storage of Halal certified product from the source to the demand 

point’ 

Tieman, 

2009a, 2009b 

‘Process of managing the procurement, movement, storage and 

handling food products through the organization and the supply chain 

in compliance with the general principles of Sharia law’ 

Zulfakar, Jie & 

Chan, 2012 

‘Halal food supply chain applies the same principles as conventional 

or generic supply chain with special exception on the type of 

products that have been handled’ 

Zulfakar, M 

Anuar & A Talib, 

2012 

‘Process of managing Halal food products from different points of 

suppliers to different points of buyers/consumers, which involved 

various different parties, who are located at different places, who may 

at the same time, involved with managing non-Halal food products, 

with the purpose of satisfying the needs and requirements of both 

(Halal and non-Halal) customers’ 

 

 

 

Table 2: Profile of Research Participants 

 

Establishment 

Assigned Code 

Position of 

Person 

Interviewed 

Establishment 

Category 

Market Commodity 

HM1 
Operation 

Manager 

Abattoir & Boning 

Room 
Export Beef, lamb, mutton 

HM2 
Managing 

Director 
Boning Room Export Lamb & mutton 

HM3 General Manager 
Abattoir & Boning 

Room 

Export & 

Domestic 

Beef, goat meat, lamb, 

mutton & offal 

HM4 Owner Boning Room Domestic Lamb, mutton & offal 

HM5 QA Manager 
Abattoir & Boning 

Room 

Export & 

Domestic 
Lamb, mutton & offal 

HM6 QA Manager 
Abattoir & Boning 

Room 

Export & 

Domestic 
Lamb, mutton & offal 
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Figure 1: Halal critical control points (Lodhi, 2009) 

 

 

 

Figure 2: Halal Meat Supply Chain Critical Factors Framework 
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From: Allen Atkinson 
Sent: Wednesday, 22 July 2015 11:36 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Senate Enquiry-Food Certification Schemes

1] This is AUSTRALIA and all foods should be correctly and adequately described so that the
 Australian purchaser knows enough about the product to make an informed decision.
a] All products, local and imported, must meet current Australian Standards regarding actual
 product,  contents and any additives.
b] All products must show the current panel regarding ingredients, country of manufacture.
c] All products  must show certification & certifiers.
d] All products must show if the ingredients are natural or genetically modified.
ALSO:
 I am particularly concerned about methods used to kill animals for so called "halal"
 because the method used is a barbaric killing, i.e. cutting the animals throat leaving it alive for
 many minutes in pain and distressed, where is the RSPCA.
This so called "halal" is banned in Demark, Luxemburg, Holland, Norway, Switzerland to name
 a few. Could Australia join these advanced countries??
 "Halal" is not necessary for Muslims as long as their food is not pork, carrion, "halal" is not
 mentioned in the Koran. The acceptable food requirements are similar to the Jews. The
 Muslims can eat all foods except those particularly mentioned and provided the
 "prayer/grace" is said prior to eating.
I do not see why I should be forced or mislead into eating so called "halal" food which is a
 scam to collect money, by intimidation, from local suppliers.
I do not want to eat genetically modified foods and want them clearly labelled as well.
E. A. Atkinson.
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From:  
Sent: Wednesday, 22 July 2015 12:23 PM To: 
Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Food Submission

I want my name and information withheld from the

 publication of my submission

Senators  22-7-15

I  wish to lodge my submission into the Third Party Certification of Food:

I am opposed to religious certification of food and any other product as it

 removes my right to

choose not to purchase products that support ideologies I do not believe in. 

 Too bad nearly

everything is halal certified so I have NO CHOICE not to buy  this halal taxed

 food and goods.

I believe that no product made and sold in Australia should have religious

 certification as Christians

and Muslims can both bless their food with a prayer before they eat it – there

 is no need to certify it

when produced. Otherwise why isn’t there a Christian tax on all goods?

Most halal goods are NOT LABELLED or people would see the extent of the

 scam.

Why are naturally halal products, honey and water for example, halal

 certified? Why is Vegemite,

made with brewer’s yeast extract which is a by-product of beer making, halal

 certified when Muslims

are not supposedly permitted alcohol?

Why are medicines, vitamins, all frozen foods, all fresh seafood, dogfood,

 plastics, and 95% of

all foods HALAL certified for a small percentage of the population?

Why do we pander to muslims with halal certification?

Why are the multitude of certifiers rich from some of the profit of this scam?

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
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Why is the government permitting SHARIA LAW to continue with this

 certification?

Are producers blackmailed, coerced, threatened to pay exorbitant sums of

 money for certification?

Are producers lied to so that they will pay the fee?

Who is overseeing this certification?

What is happening to the billion or so dollars collected every year?

Is money being sent overseas for unwelcome purposes?

Why doesn’t the government take over the scam to decrease the deficit?

Why isn’t it a government portfolio, or do you realize it is a scam?

I heartily OBJECT to paying to a cult/ideology/political group on nearly

 everything.

Why was there  NO publicity or information regarding it.

This is my OBJECTION against Halal certification.
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Thank you for hearing my concerns regarding Third Party Certification of Food, in my and this 
particular case, Halal Certification. 

 

I am not one to thumb my nose at anything different but I am concerned when it comes to Halal 
Certification. 

I see this as Just a Tax that is being forced upon us to please a minority within our country. 

Although we are told it adds no extra cost to our products, it is a negative within the community. ( 
Unnecessary unrest between peoples ) 

We do not know exactly where and to whom the  monies go. 

Placing a tax upon us that does not benefit all Australians is totally unacceptable, and a religious one 
at that.  Does this not go against our rights as Australian to have a tax as such        ( Religious )  
imposed on us? 

 

I am not happy to have a tax embedded on us that serves to build, Mosques, Schools, for  Muslim 
Children only or to finance terrorist groups. The list goes on. To add further insult, there are certain 
members from the Halal organisation that have bullied, or tried to put down certain companies and 
people that do not wish to participate with their tax. Some of these Halal Certification people have 
been very, very nasty with their comments if you dare to disagree with them. Surely this is not on in 
this country? And please spare us the freedom of speech line, as we are having it shoved down our 
necks now by the fore mentioned. They use it like a sword. 

 

This is Australia, it is our country and we should not be bullied into paying for something that we the 
majority, do not believe in or follow. 

 

Yes I am part Aboriginal but that has nothing to do with it, we are not a Muslim country and 
therefore should NOT be paying a Muslim Tax. 

 

Please for the respect of ALL Australians, remove this tax and regain full control of what happens in 
this country rather than being bullied and threatened into submission. 

 

Thank you for your time, 

Kind Regards 

Nikki Sims 
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From:  
Sent: Wednesday, 22 July 2015 3:31 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: SENATE INQUIRY INTO FOOD CERTIFICATION SCHEMES

In regards to the above I wish to address the following terms of reference items:

b. current labelling requirements of food certification schemes

c. the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees

d. whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make informed
 purchasing decisions

e. details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and the potential for these
 to impact on prices for consumers

g. the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including, but not limited to,
 certification processes, fees and financial records; and any related matters

Under current labelling requirements I am unable to make an informed decision to opt out of buying products
 that are Halal Certified as most companies do not provide this information on their products and I am instead
 reliant on information which may not be current and at best only covers a small percentage of products on
 which this fee is paid.  My reasons for wanting to know this are that as a Christian buying products that are
 prayed over by Muslims it is against my belief system, however not being aware of whether or not this has
 occurred means I am unable to avoid doing so.  

It is also my understanding that the praying over of these products could happen when Muslims have their
 meal on the table in front of them, just as Christians do so there is no need for it to occur at or incur a cost at
 the product stage.

Which brings me to the second reason I do not wish to purchase these goods, I do not want to pay money to
 Islam, this is also against my belief system.  Due to it being completely unnecessary for any product to be
 Halal Certified, it is therefore a Muslim tax placed on consumers who are non-Muslim.  I do not wish to be
 taxed for someone's contrary belief system.

I would like to buy products that are not Halal Certified, however how can I do this when I do not know which
 ones are due to there being no legal requirement for this to be clearly labelled on the product and only a
 small percentage of products on which such fees are paid actually have that they do so on the label.

Please make it compulsory to clearly label, with one specific logo (currently the small portion of products that
 are labelled have different logos making it confusing) any product where Halal Certification fees have been
 paid. 

I suggest that where a Halal Certified product is not clearly labelled after it is made compulsory to do so, that
 the whole of the fee charged together with a percentage fine be required to be paid by the company who paid
 the fee but did not disclose it on the product in order to discourage future infringements.

Yours sincerely
Tracey Moynihan
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Third party certification of food Submission – July 2015 

 

21/07/15 

 

Terms of reference of enquiry – 

a. The extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not limited to, 
schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and general food safety 
certification schemes; 

b. Current labelling requirements of food certification schemes; 
c. The need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees; 
d. Whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make 

informed purchasing decisions; 
e. Details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and the 

potential for these to impact on prices for consumers; 
f. The importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and returns to 

producers; 
g. The extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including, but 

not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any related matters. 

 

• Religious Donations By Stealth 

I believe the available evidence shows that the proliferation of religious certification is now so 
very common in Australia [ particularly Halal ], that it is almost impossible to find everyday 
consumer items [ particularly food ] and some services that are not certified 

As an Atheist, I find this to be an utterly offensive and deceitful practice where I unknowingly 
support a political ideology / religion by way of my everyday purchases [ due to the fees being 
charged to halal-ignorant manufacturers ] 
It must be stated, that if I wish to donate to cause, political party or religion, then I would do so 
of my own volition and should not have monitory contributions  forced upon me by stealth 
This practice also discriminates against those who do not follow Islam – in particular, believers of 
other faiths who are not allowed to consume foods blessed in name of another deity 
 

• Product and Information Labelling 

Clear and precise labelling of all / any product which carries any sort of “certification” should be 
made mandatory and legislated for so the general public can make a simple choice as to their 
support of a particular group or religion 

This would mean clear and prominent signage on the product label or company information 
sheet / website etc [ not a minute mark on the rear of the package or hidden on the inside 
packaging as per the Coon Cheese example available for viewing on Youtube ] 
 



• Cost To Consumers 

As many consumers are also small business owners, we know that the assertion of the Halal 
certifiers that Halal fees do not impact the cost to consumers is a significant lie 

All businesses need to make profit, therefore all costs to a business have to be passed on, 
eventually to the end user / consumer – simple economics 

 
• Non Disclosure Agreements 

If a Halal/Kosher certifier and manufacturer wish to proceed in business together, all fees paid by 
the company should be transparent [ not hidden by non-disclosure agreements or religious 
entitlements] 

 
• Outrageous Cruelty / Religious Slaughter Of Animals / Animal Welfare Laws 

In the year 2015, I find it difficult to understand how a government can allow the “bronze age” 
practice of religious slaughter to be conducted in a modern secular society 

This abhorrent practice of letting an animal of any type die in pain and terror by having its throat 
cut and left to bleed to death because of religious superstition, should be immediately banned in 
this modern age 

Only 2% of Australia is muslim, yet @ 75% or more of meat is slaughtered as Halal [ and we 
clearly do NOT export 73% of our meat ] 

If only 2% of produce in this country was produced according to Halal/Kosher, and was then 
clearly labelled as such [ giving consumers the choice as to what products they support ], then 
the only issue would be the disgusting cruelty 

At the very least, there needs to be legislated labelling on all products and information stating 
that the meat contained was “ ritually slaughtered “ – no exceptions to this law – None 

 

• Claims Of Export Loss 

The claims of certifiers as to possible damages to export earnings are unsubstantiated and 
exaggerated at best 

Example - Almost 90% or more of chicken slaughtered in this country is done so according to the 
Halal process, whereas only 10% [ at best ] of chicken is exported, most of that to countries that 
don’t have a large muslim population or requirements for Halal [ eg – Hong Kong  ] 

Excepting the barbaric and extremely cruel slaughter method . . . . if Halal/Kosher meat is to be 
exported [ or consumed locally by believers of those faiths ] then separate production lines 
should be installed for this purpose only, with all cost passed on to these consumers only 

 

 



 

• Deliberate Misinformation 

Kosher / Halal are solely religious practices or requirements and a matter of faith, but are 
continually portrayed as being “ good for all “ with nothing to be concerned about etc . . . 
However, Islamic and/or Jewish organisations offer no scientific benefits of certified goods to the 
consumer   

 

• Religious Discrimination 

Including the general public in the Halal/Kosher/Other religious certification schemes without 
their knowledge or consent and/or with no other alternative, is in fact a form of discrimination 
and as far as I can tell, and contravenes current Australian  religious discrimination laws 

I find that imposing a religious status on everyone, regardless of the status of the faith they 
favour, to be highly distasteful and basically offensive [ eg - to include everyone at personal 
financial cost, in the religious requirements of a minority group, where funds obtained are used 
for the use of that particular religion, but are sourced from the whole community without 
consent or without a choice provided ] 

The disregard for consumer trust in this matter is also indeed, highly offensive 

 

• Concerns Of the Tax Free Status Of Religions With Certification Systems 

The financial transparency for the use of “religiously “ collected funds from is also a major 
concern when considering the allowable use for money gained from the general public, solely for 
use within a particular group [ eg – Islam, Halal certification and the terms of the Zakat tax etc ]  

 

Notes 

• Halal is not just a label on products - more often than not it contains a monetary fee which goes 
on to fund Islamic only causes and Islamic expansion as mentioned above and excludes the wider 
community 

• Halal slaughter can only be carried out by practicing Muslims, this pushes non-Muslims out of 
work and is discriminatory if the products are being sold to everyone 

• Article 9 of the Human Rights Act states freedom of and freedom from religion and religious 
interference. If halal produce is being sold to you without your consent and knowledge and funds 
a religion you do not wish to be part of, this is a violation of your human rights 

• Halal slaughter has been PROVEN to be inhumane by the British Veterinarian Association and 
other authorities 
Muslims have been given an exemption from full stun slaughter in order to feed people of their 
faith, this food was never intended for the wider, non Muslim community and should NOT be 
sold unlabelled 

• It's not bigoted or racist to NOT want to eat halal, kosher or any “other” certified item 

 



• Self manufactured grievance and claims of persecution by minority groups, certain types of 
businesses and religions, is being fuelled by the things such as [for example ] the lack of a clear 
and defining laws on what is fair and reasonable when it comes to religious privilege in third 
party certifications 

• No one complains or calls us racists when “ buy Australian Made “ over cheap imported Chinese 
goods is promoted . . .  or calls us bigots when we wish to buy local produce and services from 
our home state over mass produced items from large corporations in another state . . .  but as 
soon as we [ the average Australian consumer, and I might add – voter . . . ], simply want a 
choice whether or not we want to buy a product that promotes a certain religion or interest 
group  . . .  suddenly, we are for example, labelled xenophobes, racists, bigots, intolerant, 
culturally unaware and islamophobic  etc etc 

• Many certification schemes are simply a scam on the Australian consumer . . . 

E.g. - The fact that some of the following items, are halal certified, only proves this to be the case 
Some of these items are Haram [forbidden] in Islam, yet are allowed to be certified Halal here, 
whereas some are simply never even mentioned in the Quran, Hadiths, Surah etc, as they 
weren’t even invented 1400 years ago  

Some pork products, water, plastic bags, by-products/extracts from alcohol brewing processes, 
insurance  . . .  just to name a few 

• The lack of clearly mandated laws like the ones spoken about in this submission is helping to 
push the barrow for the politically correct to destabilize the Australian way of life and a “ fair go “ 
for all 

• Our money – Our choice . . . . The way it should be in our modern, democratic society through 
labelling, education and democratic process to determine whether the majority want to 
financially support minority groups 
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From: Leslie George Taylor  
Sent: Wednesday, 22 July 2015 5:39 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Senate Inquiry into Food Certification Schemes

Dear Senators,

Halal food by itself is not of concern to me...nearly all food is naturally halal.

What is of concern is the recent invention of halal certification schemes widely imposed on non-
muslims.

I recommend the following:

1. Apply the 'User Pay' principle.

2. Insist on clear labelling; and

3. End workplace discrimination.

Sincerely,

Les Taylor,
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Senate Standing Committees on Economics 

PO Box 6100 

Parliament House 

Canberra ACT 2600 

Third party certification of food  

Dear Senators,  
  Thank you for allowing us to have our say.  My concern is with Halal Certification.  
How did this Happen?  An Islamic religious food tax and we were never asked if we would mind. It 
started with just meat, and then increased to include other things such as sanitary items, honey and 
even bottled water. More seem to be added every week, with the farmers and seed producers 
succumbing, the abattoirs, food processors, individual ingredients such as spices and sugar, and the 
trucks transporting it all to the supermarket.  
It is very difficult to find non-halal food now, so we all pay extra cost on our food because a minority 
of 2.2% want it. Well I say that the minority should pay for it.  
 
   The other aspect is the sadistic cruelty of Halal slaughter. In this and other western countries we 
had developed humane instant unconsciousness with the use of the stun gun. Now it seems that 
Islamic abattoirs mostly use reversible stunning, which means that the animal can regain 
consciousness just at the moment the throat is being cut. It is very likely that some abattoirs don`t 
stun at all. This is an absolute disgrace.  
 
   Please pay particular attention to submission number 415, which includes a statement from a 
veterinarian, describing the physiological changes inside the animal as it is being bled out during 
halal slaughter. I hope health authorities take note.  
 
   I have read through most of the submissions and it is clear that people are at boiling point on this 
topic. The whole thing is in such a mess that the only sensible solution is to ban Halal Certification 
completely, like Sri Lanka has done, and please ban all slaughter without 100% prior stunning and 
bring Australia forward to the 21st century.  
 
Yours respectfully,  
Lesley Baligod  
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From: Brian Harold  
Sent: Wednesday, 22 July 2015 6:48 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Senate Standing Committees on Economics

To whom it may concern.

I am disgusted at the extent the government has let this halal RORT
 spread in Australia.

Firstly :- HOW DOES, the cruel and inhumane 7th Century belief, to
 slaughter an animal by slitting it's throat and let it bleed out for 5 or
 6 minutes while writhing in agony before it dies, become the normal
 way in abattoirs across Australia?

Totally appalling and unacceptable in the 21st Century. I cannot buy
 meat from any supermarket or butcher anymore because there is no
 way I can tell whether it is 100% NON HALAL. Due to this, I have
 nearly become a vegetarian, pork is the only meat I eat now. How
 ridiculous has this become?

Secondly :- Making everyday Australians help contribute to the
 building of mosques and islamic schools through their weekly
 shopping has got to be against our rights, surely. Once again I
 cannot tell whether a product is halal or not, it should be very clear
 as to what is halal and what isn't, the average person does not
 know. Shouldn't it be the minority that wants halal, be the ones that
 have to seek it out, not the majority seeking out non halal ? 

I've shown family and friends what products are halal in their fridges
 and cupboards. They were in complete disbelief, most products we
 could not find a label or symbol, so we went online to view halal
 choices, needless to say they felt they had been conned and very
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 sneakily at that, asking, “why aren't we told, we don't want to help
 fund mosques or islamic schools ?

Thirdly :- How can we be 100% sure as to where this halal money is
 going ? I have recently read information into the 2.5% zakat tax that
 muslims have to pay and was astounded to say the least. A
 percentage of this tax has to go to any fighting that is happening in
 the name of allah, which of course goes to the terrorists.

Australia is seriously being taken for a ride, halal is one massive rort
 and has been forced upon us.

Yours Sincerely,

Brian Harold.
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From: 
Sent: Wednesday, 22 July 2015 4:39 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Enquiry into Third Party certification - Submission.

To Whom it may concern.

I am writing to make a submission to this enquiry regarding the state of Halal and other
 food Certification in Australia.

I believe every Australian should have the right to make an informed decision regarding
 purchasing of food items.

My concern is that this industry is not regulated and I understand there are over 30 Private
 Halal Cert companies that run this certification.

The points I would like to make are as follows:

I think that all certification should be administered by one govt body. This would eliminate
 multi level charging of fees from Producing right down to packaging and transport and it
 would regulate that amount of fees paid. Currently this process is not transparent which is
 unacceptable to me.

Current Labeling requirements are not good enough and currently I can buy products that
 are Halal certified but not labeled so. This is extremely unaceptable to me as I am a
 catholic not a muslim. I believe any product that is halal certified should be clearly labeled
 as such. Certification schemes should provide available information regarding their
 certification to the general public and make it readily accessible .

Currently Producers are not permitted to disclose the amount of fees they are paying and
 the impact this fee has on prices for consumers. This wrecks of corruption . The
 questions that should be asked include the following: How competent are these
 halal certifiers? What qualifications do they have? Who supervises them and
 how? …….These and other issues of similar importance should be given urgent
 attention and so too should fraud and corrupt practices which seem to be not
 uncommon practices in these organisation. There is little doubt that many of the
 halal certifiers are neither transparent nor accountable

The level of transparency is basically non existent and information should be made to the
 public regarding Certification processes, fees and financial records, and disclosure about
 where this money is going and the transparency of the so called charities that do receive
 some of this money. 

Halal certification has only been around in recent years, I know muslims have been eating
 longer than that by blessing their food as do other religions, so why now does every single
 non muslim Australian (more than 97% of the population) have to fund this scheme in our
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 weekly grocery shopping bill for a mere 3% or less of the population ? 

I hope you read my submission carefully and take my concerns into account when deciding
 outcomes to this unacceptable situation we currently have. 

Kind Regards.

Brad Kane

mailto:jo.bradtay@bigpond.com


ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 759

Submission Details: Mr and Mrs Tony and Janice  Gifford





From:  
Sent: Thursday, 23 July 2015 11:08 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal

Attention:  Senate Standing Committees on Economics
Before you get objections from these submission with people screaming "racism",
 please tell me how do you convert to a "race".  This objection is about a religious
 tax imposed unknowingly on the domestic market of Australia and it needs to be
 addressed.
We would like to register our complete disgust for having a religious tax being
 placed on our foodstuffs for the advantage of islam only. Also we strongly object
 to halal slaughter as it is completely cruel to the animals as a no-stun policy does
 not render the animal unconscious before being killed.
The objections aren’t racial, race is the last thing it’s about, that’s just a convenient
 diversion that might get a little traction in some minds but not those with a bit of
 common sense, and it isn’t about the food itself, it’s about the halal tax attached
 to it, and it’s also about having a foreign culture imposed on us inside our own
 country and asking us to subsidise it, if Muslims want certification for food they
 should pay for it, why should non-Muslim companies and non-Muslim customers
 who don’t want or need halal certification pay for it? 
Another concern is where the money goes, what government oversight is applied
 to Halal tax to find out exactly where the money ends up? if it was simply a
 question of labelling and authorising without paying a levy then there probably
 would be no objection.
The discussion about objections to Halal certification with a racism smokescreen I
 wonder if Islam is racist towards non-Muslims; Islam is both a religion and an
 ideology, if you asked a Muslim if they had to choose between Islam and Australia
 (mostly populated by Infidels) which would they choose? I know it’s probably an
 unfair question from a Muslim point of view but it isn’t from ours.  Australia was
 not built by Muslims and it isn’t an Islamic country so we are entitled to ask the
 question, exactly where would their loyalties lie if push came to shove?
In Islamic countries the religious ideology runs the place from top to bottom, they
 do have a government front page, so to speak, but the religious ideology is
 dominant over everything, the clerics have the final say on every issue make no
 mistake about that, and that is exactly the cultural issue we as not-so-religious
 Australians are at odds with and keeping that in mind what does the future
 portend for our culture? 
We are quite happy with our culture the way is now (or was) and don’t want it
 modified to suit some imported foreign culture that is basically a religious-ideology
We can only hope that these objections are listened to with an open mind.  Just
 remember the first line of our objection. It is totally relevant.

Janice & Tony Gifford
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From: Daniel Mendes  
Sent: Thursday, 23 July 2015 11:14 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third party certification of food

Hello 

I wish to make a submission for the inquiry into Third party certification of food.

I feel that food companies have gotten too carried away with third party certification. My
 main concern that I wish to disclose is Halal Certification.

Halal represents a blessing from Allah. This is an offence to other religions who have a
 need to consume a product deemed blessed by a false God. This is considered an offence
 to Atheists as well.

In my view, too many companies are paying to have their produce and products halal
 certified, a lot of people feel that they are only accommodating the needs for people of
 Islam and not the rest of the consumers.

Various religions, including Islam, can say a pray over their foods to make it acceptable
 for consumption, therefore no halal certification is needed.

If after reading a label for it's ingredients, food is considered haram, then the Islamic
 people can do as we do and not purchase the product.

Australians are disgusted with the treatment of halal slaughtered animals, we would like
 the rights of animals to be greater than the law of Islam regarding halal. 

Australia has very high world standards for the killing and preparation of slaughtered meat
 and all meat in Australia should only be prepared this way.

We ask these Australian standards be upheld and not replaced by religious ideals.

The RSPCA has concerns over the treatment of these animals as well

Halal certifiers pay a zakat tax to mosques, mosques give money to organisations that
 world media have linked to extreme Islamic organisations like ISIS, Hamas and the
 Muslim Brotherhood, there are many more.

Australians should not be funding terrorism in any form.

We see this as a forced Islamic tax - period

There is nothing in the Qur'an that says foods need to be 'certified' as Halal.
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Allah doesn't say to label food so you don't get confused.

We feel we are being forced to pay and the Australian Government should be looking after
 ALL of it's people, not just a minority group, it's unethical.

We also do believe prices on products have increased because of halal, forcing the
 Australian consumer to pay more and causing more difficulties for lower income workers.

Some costs are reported to be as high as $30,000 a month. Of course this is being passed
 onto the consumer.

There are suspicious reports of companies being forced to pay the certification.

Our freedom of choice has been taken away from us.

Some manufactures hide or do not display any symbols or logos giving no freedom of
 choice to the consumer.

This is misleading and needs investigation by ACCC and other Government departments.

This threat to our way of life will be here sooner than we think.

It is a money making scheme that funds the building of more mosques and Islamic schools
 in Australia.

Australians do not want to be funding any more mosques or Islamic schools that further
 erode our way of life.

We are against the extremely high percentage of meat being labeled Halal, this denies non
 Muslim Australians the right to free choice.

We are left to just buying pork products.

Halal has gone beyond non consumables including, pet food, cosmetics, toothpaste,
 holidays, finance, mouthwash, plastic containers, women's personal hygienic products,
 there may be more.

This has gotten way out of hand.

It is being imposed on ALL Australians at this point in time.

Part of entry into our great country is to integrate into the Australian way of life.

How about our own government stand up for Australian values and ensure integration not
 segregation occurs.

This is what I feel needs to change as a result of this inquiry:

Labels must be placed on food if it:
– is the product of a religious ritual
– is produced by a person specifically employed because of their religious belief
– is religiously certified and certification fees are paid to fund religious programs.
Food producers who produce food that is automatically halal (like bread and water) should
 not be required to pay certification fees to state this.
Religious food certification authorities should be registered.
Religious food certification authorities should be required to disclose their standards, fees



 and financial records.
A proper inquiry should be established to examine a number of other issues in relation to
 halal certification other than food labelling issues.

Thank you
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                                                                                                                          23rd July 2015 
Attention : 
                    The Committee Secretariat  

                     Senate Standing Committees on Economics 
                     PO Box 6100 
                     Parliament House 
                     Canberra ACT 2600 
 
                     Phone: +61 2 6277 3540 
                     Fax: +61 2 6277 5719 

Email:           economics.sen@aph.gov.au 

 
Submission about Halal Certification of Australian Consumer Products 
 
 
As an Australian consumer I would like to make an informed choice about the purchases I make.  

I ask that you would clearly identify on your products which ones have been subject to halal 
certification. 

I do not wish to support any brand that pays an Islamic religious tax to have their product halal 
certified.  

Less than 2% of this population is Muslim and I do not want to fund special religious rituals or 
political campaigns to increase the presence of Sharia Law in Australia. 

Please respect consumers and give them/us the necessary information so we can make our own 
choices.  

Please, also consider carefully what you are funding when you pay halal certification fees. The Koran 
says food must be halal but certification is a modern day tax imposed on a majority of people who do 
not submit to the Islamic religion and Sharia law. 

As a concerned Australian I will to my utmost to warn Australians to steer clear of products that are 
certified as Halal and purchase alternatives.  

I am frustrated and concerned by the practice of halal certification in this country. Many Australians 
are unaware of the magnitude of this insidious tax. Imagine if the government insisted Australians pay 
a new tax to support our military by taxing our food, the repercussions to the government would be 
enormous.   Australians by nature are friendly and compromising. Sharia Law is against all we stand 
for.  

 

Please act sensibly on this very important ruling. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Phillip Sorby 

 

   Tel:  
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From: bessie jennings  
Sent: Thursday, 23 July 2015 11:57 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: labelling of food products

I urge Senators to avoid any further regulation of food certification. As a consumer I appreciate
 knowing that certain foods are eg gluten-free, genetically modified or contain peanuts; but I
 don’t think it’s reasonable for me to demand such information to be legislated at public
 expense.
Bessie Jennings,
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Phone   

PLEASE WITHHOLD MY PERSONAL DETAILS  

23rd July 2015  

 

Senate Committee into Third Party Certification of Food.  

 

Dear Sir/Madam.  

Please accept my submission into the inquiry.  

Terms of reference:  

 

1-The extent of food certification schemes & certifiers in Australia including, but not limited to  

schemes related to organic, kosher, halal & GM food & general food safety certification schemes.  

 

There are around 22 Halal certifying organisations registered for export in Australia & figures of 
around  

33 agencies altogether, which includes authorities, private businesses, mosques, etc.  

There are around 500,000 Muslims living in Australia which represents 2-3 % of our total population.  

This is a relatively small market.  

There are 55 Muslim majority countries in the world & yet only 5 have Halal certification schemes.  

How do all these Non Halal Muslim countries know what is suitable for them to eat without 
certification.  

Why are there so many Halal certifiers in Australian for a very small percentage of population?  

Kosher on the other hand have 4-5 certifiers in total throughout Australia.  

 

 

2-3. Current labeling requirements of food certification schemes, & the need for labeling on  



products by companies that pay certification fees.  

 

Labelling requirements on organic, vegan, gluten free, etc, seem to have adequate information.  

However Halal certified products have no clear labelling as such. Companies are not labelling 
products  

with the Halal symbol. Some companies hide the Halal symbol inside the packaging, which defeats 
the  

purpose of taking out certification in the first place.  

Organic, gluten free & vegan all have separate sections in the supermarkets. Consumers don't have 
to  

search for these products & can go straight to the relevant sections to purchase what's needed.  

Halal certification gives consumers no choice in what they can purchase. Consumers often don't 
even  

know they are purchasing Halal certified products.  

Information is being withheld from consumers. Companies don't give up information easily, with 
regards  

to their certification statist.  

If a full list of ingredients were marked on all labels, there would be no need for any certification  

schemes. Consumers could source all information off the lists.  

Halal certification is not necessary to let the Muslim population know what they can eat. They have  

survived in the past without certification, they will survive in the future without certification.  

Many hundreds of products are being certified, that don't need to be. All Muslims know what Halal 
is for  

them to eat, with just a small amount of products Haram. If unknown a simple prayer over the food  

makes it acceptable to eat.  

When you take this into consideration, Halal certification can only be looked on as a money making  

scam against Non Muslims.  

 



4-Whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make  

informal purchasing conditions.  

 

There is certainly not enough information with Halal certified products.  

Companies hide the fact that they have taken out certification.  

There are no symbols on products for consumers to have an informed choice.  

Consumers have to ring or email companies to try & find out this information.  

Meat & packaged meat products are not marked to let consumers know if a ritual religious slaughter 
was  

used in the slaughter process. Many consumers object to the cruel ritual slaughter of animals & 
would  

not purchase these products if this was known. This information is being kept from consumers.  

All meat should be labelled with either ritual, or full stun slaughter information.  

Kosher only slaughter a small amount for their needs, but Halal slaughter covers the entire 
population  

needs, Halal & Non Halal.  

13 Abattoirs in Australia now have exceptions for ritual religious slaughter.  

This should be banned in Australia with regards to the inhumane treatment of animals. No 
exceptions.  

And definitely no exceptions for religious reasons.  

 

5-Details regarding certification fees by food producers and/or manufacturers & the potential for  

these to impact on prices for consumers.  

 

Some companies pay out thousands of dollars in certification fees. These fees would naturally be  

expected to be passed onto consumers in the way of higher prices on products. Certification is not 
just a  

one off fee, but can have ongoing monthly fees.  

Companies are signing non disclosure forms when taking out Halal certification.  

This alone leaves the consumers rather skeptical towards Halal certification.  

All details from companies & certifying bodies should be open & accountable to an independent 
body,  



whereby the Australian Government would have some control over fees gained & where fees go.  

 

6-The importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access & returns to  

producers.  

 

There are many references in the Quran saying all food, even meat is Halal & lawful to eat, simply by  

uttering Gods name on the food before eating it.  

This would say that Halal certification is not necessary, even for export.  

 

7-The extent & adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers, including, but  

not limited to, certification processes. Fees & financial records & any related matters.  

 

Information to the general public is very inadequate, as most people have no idea that certification 
fees  

are paid on the majority of the food items in supermarkets.  

Kosher Australia is a not for profit organization. It is totally self sufficient. Accounts are 
independently  

audited & are available to the public.  

Halal books are closed. There is no disclosure to government or the public.  

No one really knows where funds from Halal certification goes.  

A user pays basis should be applied to the whole Halal certification scheme, so no fees are paid by  

companies or consumers. Muslims pay all fees.  

 

It is the constitutional rights of all Australians not to have the beliefs of another religion forced upon  

them, I believe I am forced to support another religion when I do not believe or agree with their  

ideologies.  

Thank you.  
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From: 
Sent: Thursday, 23 July 2015 2:25 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: halal certification

Thank you for finding out about this religious tax which I am very angry that every time I go
 shopping I am paying this hidden religious tax as far as I understand that the companies
 that have signed up to halal certification are now bound to it. Is there a way that you can
 intervene there and release them from this contract. It will be nice if every thing is
 labelled if it is religious tax on that food item. It makes it hard for me as a shopper who
 just want to buy food without having to pay a religious tax. When I buy food I just want to
 support the farmers that grow the food. I am horrified that things like milk has a religious
 tax to it. As I understand you do not kill the cow to get the milk so why is there a religious
 tax.

from Anthea Loton 
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From: D Davey  
Sent: Thursday, 23 July 2015 2:30 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal Enquiry

In regards to investigation into Halal labelling i would like to state that i am apposed to the
 Halal scheme in Australia

As an  Australian consumer of food, i have a right to clear and accurate information about
 the food my family and myself are consuming,  as we currently receive on numerous
 products.

I also have the right to know if im buying Kosher or Halal products .

Halal or Kosher products should be clearly labelled and sold in a separate section.

Halal certification adds unnecessary costs to the manufacturing side of things that will get
 passed on to the consumer.

We may end up  paying more than we have to simply to appease a minority in this
 Country.

No religion or ideology should impose any demands in regards to labelling that will add
 costs the Australian tax payer..

Darryl Davey
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From: Robert Law 
Sent: Thursday, 23 July 2015 3:08 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal Certification

Senate Standing Committees on Economics
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600

I wish to make a submission against Halal Certification,

It is a money making exercise only.

It is cruel to animals when they are slaughtered.

It does nothing to improve the flavour of food.

It is pandering to a small minority of the population.

Funds from the certification are funnelled to terrorist activities.

It is not required as those wanting it, need only to bless it themselves prior to consumption.

Robert Law 
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From:  
Sent: Thursday, 23 July 2015 5:44 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: halal certification

I am against it when it is not supervised to see where the money goes and also against it
 being forced on retailers at threat of boycotts.   The Jews have their kosher food and it
 costs nothing to sell.  So why should halal certification cost anything.

I would like to see the cost of it being justified and explain why Jews do not charge but
 they do.

Neville Salvetti
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From: Merylin  
Sent: Thursday, 23 July 2015 5:53 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal Certification

Dear Sir/Madam,

      I am seriuosly worried about this scheme to Halal Certify food, I
find it difficult enough to buy food at the price it is today but to be
forced to pay extra for a label I have no interest in is ludicrous  and
I also think if Muslim people want to eat on this country they should
get used to eating our food and making their own decisions about
whjether they can eat it or not.

      I also find it absolutely dangerous to find that the extra fee to
label this food goes to where the Government has no idea or who it
supports in what activities. I think it is time that we as a nation
stopped being so  politically correct and considered our own safety
first we have always had good relationships with the early settlers in
this land whether they were Muslim,Hindu or other religions and I notice
we have only been having trouble since this new wave of foriegn
immigrants came to our shores I dont mind them coming but I do mind very
much that they want to bring their old problems with them and inflict
them on us.

      It is time that Governments stopped listening to minority groups
who claim they stand for peoples rights and  took a firmer stand on the
rights of the general public who suffer for bad decisions made by
politicians seeking votes and not our quality of life.

 Yours sincerely
Merylin Wallis
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From:   
Sent: Thursday, 23 July 2015 6:12 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: halal certifcation submission

Dear Sirs,

Firstly let me explain that I am against any certification of any food based on religious grounds, be it
 halal, kosher or anything else. I strongly believe that such certification is anti Australian and anti
 democratic (particularly when the public are not properly informed). The only bodies that should have
 the right to impose any “tax” or “levy” should be the elected governing bodies,Federal,State,Local.

However, under the terms of the senate enquiry, my particular point is in relation to labeling.
If a company feels compelled/forced or anything else to pay a “tax” for certification (to whoever) then
 it should be VERY clearly indicated on their packaging. Companies are very quick to display the
 healthy tick of approval from the heart foundation on the FRONT of their packaging but very remiss
 to display “halal, kosher etc”, in some cases not at all.
I believe that ALL such certifications should be displayed prominently on the FRONT of their
 packaging so that Australian consumers can clearly see, and therefore make an educated choice as
 to purchase the product or not.
At the moment the Australian public are, I believe, being deliberately kept in the dark from such
 religious “taxes” for which we do not agree. Force the companies to tell the truth and let the
 Australian public decide.

Thank you for your senate enquiry,

I am Peter Nunn 
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From: Alan Barnard  
Sent: Thursday, 23 July 2015 6:14 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal certification

I am writing to submit my objection to halal certification. I object to having to pay a
 religious tax for Islamic certification on items especially foodstuff. We don't have to  pay
 for a Kosher certification or any other religious certification. Obviously the cost is passed
 on to consumers and I object to paying for the advancement of Islam. I especially disagree
 with this certification on things that are automatically halal anyway.

I believe this certification is a "con" that is being perpretated on the Australian and should
 be banned in this Nation. This religious tax is illegal and we the Australian public should
 not have to be subjected to this con.

Alan Barnard 
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From:  
Sent: Thursday, 23 July 2015 6:23 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Hallal Food
 
 
Dear Honourable Senators, 
Greetings, 
Please change how the  Hallal foods are administered. 
It is a privilege for people of the Muslim faith to have food labelled for their consumption.
 They need to pay for this privilege. It should not be imposed on any business for them to
 have this privilege and they should not dictate to any business how those businesses are
 conducted. If people of the Muslim faith want items to be specially treated then they
 should pay the difference between the way they would normally be made available and
 the way that special treatment is conducted. 
Please change the laws to reaffirm this logic. 
Yours Sincerely, 
Doctor Roger Bourne. 

 

MOBILE: 
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From: Anita Toner  
Sent: Thursday, 23 July 2015 8:03 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Senate Standing Committees on Economics Halal
 
The fee paid by companies for halal certification is a religious tax
As an Australian I object to this
Why should we have to endure companies paying fees to promote Islam?
Why is the icon so small in size  -  or is this because they want people to buy the product
 and not
realise the company is supporting Islam?
Yours
Anita Toner

 
Anita Toner
Sent from Windows Mail
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From: michael barnes  
Sent: Thursday, 23 July 2015 9:00 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: submission regarding halal certification
 
Submission regarding halal certification in Australia
I am writing to express my objections to halal certification in this country.
The halal process and subsequent taxation has been put in place to please a
 minority religious group in our country. A group whose beliefs are not
 shared by the majority of Australians.
It is a form of control and manipulation by people whose ‘holy’ book and
 subsequent beliefs are incompatible with the majority of Australians.
Research shows me that halal regulations are supposedly derived from a
 revelation that came to Mohammed from Allah through the angel Gabriel
 around 1,200 years ago. So we are all being made subject to rules and
 worship of a deity because one man says he received these instructions
 from a divine force!
 
This nation and it’s laws have been built upon our Jewish/Christian
 background and it has worked very well. Why then do we start to bow the
 knee to the writings of one man who also justifies killing people who do not
 convert to Islam. Have we lost our brains and courage to stand up for
 what’s right?
Hitler got a great following because of the silence of many. Why do we now
 allow a minority who have no intention of conforming to the Australian
 way, dictate to us regarding food preparation, certification?
Apparently halal certification is not even a religious imperative for
 Muslims!
We have allowed ourselves to become subject to taxation and control by an
 ideology which is opposed to our way of life and it’s time we woke up and
 had the courage to stand up for what’s right. That is assuming our leaders
 still have a grasp on what is essentially right and wrong.
Written in hope
Your sincerely Michael Barnes



ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 774

Submission Details: Ms Joanne Jarlett





 
 

From:  
Sent: Thursday, 23 July 2015 9:45 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Submission against Halal Certification
 
I am very greatful for this inquiry into Halal Certification and welcome it. I am strongly
 opposed to Halal Certification on many points.
1: This is a religious certification.  But not every Australian believes in Allah or wants
 their food scrutinized by a religious body or to have our food taxed by a religious body. 
2: Why is it that most of our food on supermarket shelves is Halal Certified? I was told "so
 Muslims can assimilate". But why is it that every other culture can assimilate but Muslims
 can't unless EVERY food brand is certified Halal, according to Sharia law? It's
 unbelievable that ALL our food is being targetted by the Halal Certifiers. We are
 Australian with a diversity of people groups, faiths, cultures & freedom. We are not all
 Muslims and there is only a smaller percentage of Muslins living here.  The Halal
 Certification enforcers are targeting ALL our food companies. For instance; there is not
 one yoghurt brand that is not Halal certified. Not one sugar brand. Not one Flour brand.
 Do Muslims need EVERY brand certified? I don't think so. There is clearly a concerning
 agenda going on.
3: I have practicing Muslim friends who have admitted to me that the Halal Certification is
 rediculous. Pardon??? And all they are required to do is pray over their food (except meat
 needs to be sacrificed a certain way). I have watched Muslims purchase "Non Halal" food
 and takeaway?  What is going on?
4: Not everything needs to be Halal. What about these for example - Water?  Toilet paper?
 Dog food?  Toothpaste? Horse blankets? The list goes on.  It's a racket of epic
 proportions!!
5: Where is all the money going to which is aquired from these businesses EACH YEAR
 for Halal Certification? $30,000. per business. It amounts to a mighty big sum of money
 not being funnelled back into Australia!!  
I and many others I know, do not want to support the Muslim religion or its politics or
 their Shiara law.
Who is holding this Religious group accountable for where the money is going & how it is
 being distributed?
6: Why is most of our meat Halal (except pork products)?
There is an Halal Butcher down the road from me.  Good on him. But why, if I go to Coles
 or Woolworths, Aldi or another local butcher it has to be Halal slaughtered and prayed
 over meat? No thanks!! I don't want it or agree with it.
Another concern is that more and more Muslim butchers are replacing Aussie (non
 Muslim) butchers because the slaughtering must meet their religious requirements of their
 law?  Since when is there such a big demand in Australia for Halal sacrificed meat? Why
 are our abbitoirs and butchers having to move aside for Islamic requirements?
And who gave this Religious group permission to slaughter all our beasts their religious
 way? Australian standards have one of the best practises of slaughtering our beasts.  Who
 said Muslims could take-over & change this?  If Muslims want their own butcher shops-
great! If they want Halal butchered and packaged and labelled meat on supermarket
 shelves-OK! But not ALL our meat needs to be Halal! 
What about Australian Tax Payers who do not want or believe in Islam? Do we just get



 pushed aside, told to buy the Halal meat or we are labelled as Islamaphobics or racists?
 Excuse me, I am a Tax paying, voting Australian citizen who lives with the choice of faith
 or non faith, who lives happily alongside many people of varying faiths and we should be
 able to choose what foods we want to purchase.
7: Not everything Halal Certified is labelled clearly.  What a crock!! The manufactorers
 must know that if Aussies see a Halal label we won't necessarily purchase the item.  No
 clear labelling is deceptive practice. We currently have labels on food to inform us of
 contents, ingredients, if it's heart smart, fat free, gluten free, organic, Aussie owned, aussie
 grown, warning of nuts etc. Where are the Halal labels? Hidden! Why? Surely the
 companies paying top dollar for Halal Certification would be proud to display it on their
 products? No obviously not! Why?
8:  I have heard a number of verified stories of businesses refusing to be Halal Certified or
 not renewing certification. The abuse and threats and bullying practices that these business
 owners have suffered is criminal. It's akin to Mafia style tactics.  Who are these Halal
 Certifiers? What business is it of theirs if an owner doesn't want to comply with Sharia
 law? 
9: Please protect our country from what has and is happening in other countries like
 France, England, Holland, Germany etc who are having deeper Muslim issues as they
 advance to change many other laws and societal expectations over its citizens - all which
 began with Halal Certification - the first step in introducing Sharia law into a country.
10: People feel apprehensive to stand against this Certification. But in a democracy we
 should have freedom of speech to disagree with something we dont agree with or believe
 in without being vilified, labelled or ignored.
11: I believe if we stand up to the Halal Certification there will be trouble. This is an
 Agenda where big money is being generated and a religion is being able to dominate the
 food market. But I believe we need to take action against it before it's too late.
Australia is a beautiful multi cultural, multi faith country. Allowing the Muslim Agenda to
 dominate the food industry will have negative repercussions and serve to divide our
 community. Please do not allow this to happen.
Thank you for your consideration.
Yours sincerely
Joanne Jarlett
 
 
Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.
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From:  
Sent: Thursday, 23 July 2015 10:59 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal Certification
 
Dear Senate Committee
 
Please be advised that I do not support the application of Halal Certification of Australian food
 products.
Paying this religious tax is against my beliefs and is a fraudulently based scam used by Islam for
 profit . Sadly many Australian business are being pressured to "certify" anything and everything
 in order to sell products. Islam is then using these profits to promote anti Australian values. In
 addition Australian food companies that elect to comply with Halal certification are hiding the
 label on food products as to disguise their duplicity in this anti Australian practice.
 
Regards
Peter W Hallifax
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From: Suzanne Strates  
Sent: Friday, 24 July 2015 11:17 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Cc: suzannestrates@gmail.com
Subject: Halal Certification schemes and Genetically modified food products Inquiry
 
Dear Sir/Madam,
 
I am writing in regards to the inquiry of the Halal Certification schemes and genetically modified
 food products sold in Australia, and I wish to make my views known.
 
Halal Certification:
 
Whilst I strongly oppose any legislation that tells a business who they can and can’t trade or
 partner with ( apart from criminal association of course ), I strongly feel that a much clearer
 labelling system needs to be enforced. Halal certification is fine for the Muslim religion, but as a
 result, conflicts with the personal convictions and beliefs of many others in our community.
 Food products that have been associated with Sharia Law need to be clearly identified for all
 consumers to make an informed choice. Just as many Australians will not purchase battery
 farmed eggs/Chicken/Pork products for example because they do not wish to support what they
 deem as cruelty, many also have an issue with purchasing other meat products that are
 slaughtered under Sharia Law. Now one might say that the Halal slaughter process in Australia
 uses a stunning method and is not cruel. If this is the case, then why is money being paid to
 deem something as being Halal when it is not. There is a lot of miss trust by many Australians in
 regards to this whole business, and rightly so. The genuineness of these Certifiers should also be
 called into question, when products that are naturally halal, such as water and milk, are
 attracting certification as well. There is also a genuine concern that these certifiers are
 masquerading as a type of charity to the Muslim population, but are instead lining their pockets,
 and also funding other organisations that have strong links to criminal activity such as Terrorism.
 
In conclusion:
 
Products that have had money exchanged to any Halal certifier by the manufacturer MUST be
 clearly labelled. To not do this is discriminating and deceiving consumers that do not want to be
 associated with funding Halal Certifiers.
 
Any meat products, particularly sold unpackaged at Butcher’s etc, should also be easily identified
 as to whether it has come from an abottior that pays Halal Certification fees.
 
Halal Certifiers need to be more closely scrutinised in regards to any fraudulent activity and
 possible criminal behaviour. More stringent and transparent guidelines need to be created. I am
 certain that there are many Muslims also, that have concerns about what certain certifiers are
 doing with their profits.



 
 
Genetically Modified Food:
 
There is much debate and scientific research available now that genuinely debate the side
 effects and health issues that may or may not involve genetically modified foods. I for one, for
 example, like to avoid any product that contain high fructos corn syrup because it is mostly
 made from GMO corn, and I have big concerns for its health benefits. Clearer labelling needs to
 be introduced as it is unreasonable for all consumers to be aware of all the ingredients that are
 GMO. I honestly am at a loss, however, as to what reforms need to be implemented in regards
 to this. I say this because the GMO giant Monsanto, needs to be held accountable
 internationally.  I have strong views against their ethical practices and treatment of poor farmers
 world wide, and when these farmer’s very livelihood is at stake, it needs to be handled carefully.
 I also recognise that for many manufacturers, especially smaller ones, and even take-aways and
 restaurants, it may not be possible for them to identify if their ingredients are GMO. And the
 debate on whether or not GMOs should actually be allowed to be grown in Australia is an issue
 too big for this particular inquiry.
 
In conclusion:
 
This issue, I believe, is much bigger than a lot will recognise.  I do believe, however, the big
 manufacturers are in a position to be able to identify GMO ingredients in their products, and
 perhaps a start would be that a simple label stating “this product contains GMOs” should be
 implemented, particularly on all already manufactured imported products before they are
 allowed to enter our shores.
 
 
Your sincerely,
 
Suzanne Strates
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From:  
Sent: Friday, 24 July 2015 11:37 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal imposition on foods enquiry
 
Dear Sir
               L lodge my protest over the creeping Islamisation in Australia,typified by the Halal  tax
 on food companies.The wide variety of foods covered is justified by Muslim leaders wanting to
 enforce their religious codes on all Aussies.Who has knowledge of where the money goes and to
 what purpose is it directed? L find it so irritating that these people have come to our country
 and refuse to integrate,instead demanding their rights to practise their religious rites at our
 expense.Where is their sense of gratitude,,,,,it seems to be lacking.
 
                                             Edward   McCann             
                              24/7/15
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From: Elizabeth Colbourn  
Sent: Friday, 24 July 2015 11:38 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Cc: Abbott, Tony (MP); Bishop, Julie (MP); Dutton, Peter (MP); Laming, Andrew (MP); Morrison,
 Scott (MP); Fiona Scott; Senator.Bernardi@aph.gov.au; Brandis, George (Senator); Abetz, Eric
 (Senator); Back, Chris (Senator); Payne, Marise (Senator); sen.day@aph.gov.au;
 senator.adams@aph.gov.au; Birmingham, Simon (Senator)
Subject: Anti Halal submission
 

To the Senate Committee

Halal has been in Australia in a small way for at least a couple of  decades, and
 unfortunately, for most of that time robbing the consumers on meat purchases initially and
 then, spreading to around 80%  of mostly all grocery goods.  
Halal was supposed to apply ONLY to pork, or foods containing a product taken from
 pork.  Then it applied to the slaughter of other animals for food.  Now, all too many non-
food items such as transport, some hardware, eating utensils are also carrying the halal
 rort.  Machinery is now on the rort list.

Suppliers are deceitful in as much as all too many omit to label 'halal' goods with the halal
 marker.  I strongly object to purchasing halal goods and the Halal Choices 2015 Shopping
 Guide is of great assistance when purchasing goods.

Halal IS a part of SHARIA LAW.  Illegal in Australia - not a part of our Constitution. 
 Australian Law MUST be the only law to apply to our citizens.  What is the Government
 here frightened of?  The 2-3% of the population?  Come clean and advise us as to why
 you are allowing an unConstitutional law to apply here.

Now as mentioned halal is a con and a drain on the Australian citizen.  One wonders what
 would happen should Australian Churches place a rorting tax on food or other items for a
 fictitious reason as is the case with halal.  Muslims can eat ANYTHING but pray over it
 prior to eating (Koran, etc).   On the other hand Christians may not eat food which has
 been dedicated to another god.  The muslim god called 'allah' is the moon god (depicted in
 shape on their flags and top of mosques).  It is an ancient Egyptian god - various names
 have been attributed to it.  Nothing whatsoever related to the Christian God of the Holy
 Bible.

Halal rorted cash, the so-called certifiers say, funds schools, mosques and it has been
 found to fund TERRORISTS.  It is a multi billion industry Worldwide.

I have learned that CANADA has banned halal rorting altogether.  Holland has hardened
 its rules and we should follow Canada.

It has been stated that Australians have hundreds of dollars added to their grocery
 purchases each year - for no benefit.

As it happens, there are multiple halal rorters here - most, if not all, are 'unaccredited' by
 the Indonesia accreditors.  All making millions for themselves and other questionable



 avenues. Indonesia, despite its size, has just ONE accreditor. 

This is an important issue to myself and the family.  I have only disgust for the Labor and
 now Liberal Governments who have allowed the Australian people to be compulsorily
 made to pay a rorting TAX when they shop which does nothing to aid in any way 97-98%
 of Australians.

People gaining entrance into Australia and who have the benefit of our excellent living
 standards SHOULD be made to live by our rules OR leave. 

As for exports, I have no problem with the Muslim Countries paying halal when the goods
 leave this Country.  That has nothing to do with the Australian population.

Elizabeth Colbourn
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From:  
Sent: Friday, 24 July 2015 12:03 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: submission to food labelling enquiry

Dear Sir/madam

My family and I re very concerned about lack of disclosure of halal tax being paid by companies which no
 doubt they pass on to the consumer.

We have noticed that some products have the halal certification symbol   on the product label, for others one has
 to search the company's website to find out whether approval has been given by a certifying body.

There is also a plethora of symbols rather than just one indicating halal certification, which is confusing. We
 have noticed that products are labeled  to have been halal certified which are declared  to be naturally  "halal "
 by the Quran and therefore should be exempt from a halal certification. . These are products like water, honey,
 dog food and shampoo etc...

As Christians we do not  approve of prayers being offered to a foreign deity as performed in halal approved
 abattoirs and  do not wish to pay a fee which amounts to a  religious tax to support  the spread of Islam in
 Australia.
OUr concern is also due to the fact that slaughtering practices which makes meet suitable for consumption by
 muslims are considered inhumane by our western standards.
We believe it is important that it should be required by law to declare both the fact that such a tax has been paid
 for a certain product as well as the certification body it has been paid to  and that these bodies should be
 audited in order to prevent misappropriation   of such moneys.
We believe this is no more than consistent with the rights of consumers to know facts about the country of
 origin and wether food was grown commensurate with organic certification requirements etc...

We would like to make the suggestion that a federal government body be established  to which information
 about all product  labelling must be given according to a standardised procedure every company has to equally
 comply with in order to give the consumer objective and comprehensive information  relating to a product
 which is of  interest   and  or concern to them  and may be a decisively influencing factor in their purchasing
 decisions.    

Yours faithfully

Garry and Ursula Bennett

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
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From:  
Sent: Friday, 24 July 2015 1:04 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject:

Morning. 
I too am concerned about halal certificate.  I am very supportive of each culture being
 allowed and able to govern how their own food is prepared but I too as an Australian want
 to have the food I eat to be as I enjoy it.
So I welcome clarification  .
Thank you.
Mrs Evelyn Bennett
NSW
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From:  
Sent: Friday, 24 July 2015 1:31 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Food certification schemes

I register my fervent objection to halal certification being imposed on all Australians by a
 minority group (less than 2.5%) of people. Many of the Australian majority have religious
 or ideological objections or prohibitions regarding the use of halal certified products and
 the consumption of halal foods.

LABELLING

There is no need for halal labelling IF the FEES scam is prohibited as detailed below.

However if this FEES scam is allowed to continue in Australia then any and all
 products/services which have been 'halal certified' and Fees paid for same, such
 products/services should be clearly labelled as “Halal Certified” with appropriate sized
 text or logo not less than 15mm x 15mm so that non-muslim people are clearly advised
 that the product they are contemplating is “halal.

Then they can avoid this product if it offends their beliefs or practices.

FEES.

Halal certification FEES are being imposed by threat and extortion on businesses, many of
 whose products are inherently “halal” i.e. the do not contain alcohol, pork etc. and thus
 there is no requirement for certification or Fees

The demand for and collection of halal certification fees is a criminal SCAM and the
 prohibition of this FEES scam must be instituted immediately by legislation with heavy
 financial penalties and heavy gaol time for infractions.

There is absolutely no reason or justification for halal certification of products like bread,
 bottled spring water, rice, pasta and the wide range of “non-consumables” such as toilet
 paper, tooth paste, condoms, tampons, etc..

MEAT

Halal slaughter requires that animals are conscious during the slaughter process after
 cutting their throats. This barbaric practice is completely illegal under Australia's animal

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au
mailto:Natasha.Rusjakovski@aph.gov.au


 slaughter regulations and must be stopped immediately.

On the 'meat for human consumption' subject, the RSPCA are completely derelict in their
 duty of care to animals which is their supposed raison d'etre.

If a muslim requires their meat or any other product to be 'halal' they can merely repeat one
 of their 'sayings' over the meat and it is then rendered 'halal'. There is no need for virtually
 all meat to be slaughtered in the barbaric method nor is there any reason for FEES to be
 paid.

Martin F.Bunny

24 July 2015
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From: David Green  
Sent: Friday, 24 July 2015 2:42 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal certification

I am concerned that Muslim entrepreneurs are 'blackmailing' businesses to make money
 for unknown causes!
Does water need to be Halal for instance?
The LACK of labelling to inform consumers that products have been

 ‘halal certified’ and fees paid to Islamic organisations.

· The use of prayer to ‘Allah’ when animals and chickens are killed–
 which is not supported by people of other religions and those of no
 faith.

· The ritual killing of animals – in most abattoirs they have to stun the
 animal first, though they are often allowed ‘reversible stunning’.
 However, there are around 17 abattoirs that have an ‘exemption’ for
 this, despite numerous investigations.  Why investigate and then do
 nothing about it?

· The funds raised are used for the promotion of Islam since most of
 the halal certifying bodies (around 20 in Australia) are associated with
 Islamic Councils, including the Australian Federation of Islamic
 Councils, the peak body.  The use of the income must be investigated
 to ensure it is not used for terrorist purposes.
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Raymond Marendaz  

TO: Senate Standard Committee on Economics 
       PO Box 6100 
       Parliament House 
       Canberra. ACT 2600 

Third Party Certification of Food. 

My family came to Australia from Switzerland in 1856 and started a winery and grape growing that 
produced many barrels of wine in the  Geelong district of Victoria until 1930 when all Grapes in the 
area became diseased that stopped all growing in the area ever since. 
The family contributed largely in all community and local Government policies and the family has 
contributed for many many years right up to present day. 
It is for these reasons and our ability to fully integrate into the Australian culture as have all those 
who have integrated in the Australian culture with one exception the ISLAM religion. 
The Islam Halal food certification has divided a nation and has imposed a non- integration of the 
Muslim population in Australia. 
The Australian food processing manufacturing industry are paying absorbent fees for Halal 
certification that does mean those fees and charges are passed onto the consumer to recover the 
financial bottom line. The fees and charges being paid by the food manufacturers are taken up as 
advertising expenses and deducted from the financial accounts before the establishment of company 
tax payable to the Australian Government. 
The major question to be asked of the Islamic halal ICCV coordination council where does the 
Halal certification revenue go?. There has to be full exposure of accounts. 
Another question that must be answered is the so called not for profit certification of those receiving 
the revenue  for monies paid by the food industry. 
Maybe these not for profit  Muslim organisations and religious groups are in breach of the not for 
profit guide lines and should be subject to paying income tax. 
The Halal certification goes way beyond  the food product, it is a condition of obtaining the Halal 
certification that packaged or processed Halal food can not be stored together with non Halal  foods 
in the same building, all transport must be separate from non Halal foods, and the major condition 
of Halal all animal slaughtering must be supervised by a Muslim slaughter man and paid for by the 
manufacturer. Halal food inspectors must be allowed to walk on to the place of manufacture 
unannounced and any accommodation that may be required must be paid for by the company. 
Halal certified food and meat products are exported by the Australian food and live stock industry 
that must be recognised and protected but it should be per shipment basis and not on a blank system 
of revenue raising of monies that has a doubtful benefit to the Australian culture. 
My family and I are not prepared to pay for an Islam religious doctrine that is disrupting the world, 
in England, France, Germany, Holland, Denmark, America, Syria, and we have ISIS. 
Therefore we would ask the Senate Committee to take an Australian cultural decision and vote in 
favour of giving all Australians the right of choice and making law that all foods that are certified 
Halal must be clearly and prominently displayed on the packaging 
Only foods that are deemed by the Muslim community as essential  to be labelled Halal are to Halal 
be certified, all foods that can be consumed by the Islamic community must not allowed to be 
certified as Halal. A vast number of food products that are now Halal certified have no need to be, 
as they can be consumed by the Muslim community without breaking Islam law. 
Thanking the members of the committee of the positive decision in advance. 
Raymond C Marendaz 
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From: Gil May  
Sent: Friday, 24 July 2015 2:55 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal Certification Inquiry

Senate Standing Committees on Economics
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600
economics.sen@aph.gov.au

Senate Standing Committees on Economics
Halal Certification Inquiry

1. To meet export conditions imposed by Muslim counties we need exclusive
Federal Government control and standard for Halal certification under the
Department of Primary Industries, carefully controlled with minimal fee paid
to and retained by that department.  Any other form of certification to be
illegal with severe penalties and jail. The Department of Primary Industries to
be the sole signatory to any and all certifications exclusively.

2. That removes the extortion element and offshore funnelling of money to other
groups.

3. All inquiries have legal requirement to report to Parliament with an honest and
unbiased assessment of facts, therefore the same requirements applicable to a
jury should apply of not having any relationship to or with, or preconceived
ideas, or associations to or with the matter being inquired into: Therefore  to
give any form of credibility to this inquiry it must be made up of members who
are entirely open minded and free from any preconceived ideas, beliefs or
association with the Muslim religion by way of upbringing, family belief or
commitment.  Failure to have such strict standards may result in a false biased
and distorted assessment of facts making the Inquiry report invalid in the
public’s eyes and deemed nothing more than ‘Taurus excreta’.

4. An old certifier said to me there is no reason why the prayers have to be done on
site, or done by him; he believes they can be done elsewhere and even by recorded
prayer of a Cleric or Imam so long as the prayers are done in sincerity.

Press Quote

a. HALAL FEES EXPOSED IN COURT JUDGMENT

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au
mailto:Natasha.Rusjakovski@aph.gov.au
mailto:economics.sen@aph.gov.au


http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/sinodisp/au/cases/cth/FCA/2014/614.html?
stem=0&synonyms=0&query=halal

b. I want to make it clear that I would never endorse, condone, or encourage the use of
someone else’s trademark. That is an unlawful activity and is punishable by court order.

c. What interests me from disclosed documents from the Federal Court of Australia is that
they show just how substantial halal certification fees are and that there is
disagreement among Muslims about what does and does not require certification.

d. It also highlights the giant pyramid-style scheme of halal certification in this country.

e. Two small retail outlets were taken to court for unknowingly displaying halal certification
documents that had been falsified. The court documents show that had these two small
kebab retail outlets paid for the halal certification it would have cost them $5000 each
per year.

f. That is quite an overhead for a small business to have to absorb in this economic
climate.

g. It is also noted that they believed the meat supplied to them from “Quality Kebabs” was
halal certified so they didn’t think it was necessary for them to have to pay for
“certification” as well.

h. The court document goes on to say:

i. “Quality Kebabs has obtained the benefit of operating its business on the basis that it
has been certified by the applicant when, in fact, it has not. There are no great
difficulties in assessing the expense Quality Kebabs has avoided having to pay by falsely
asserting it was certified by the applicant. Mr El-Mouelhy’s documentary evidence was
that his fee (without GST) to wholesalers was $27,090 in 2012, $33,580 in 2013 and
$34,510 in 2014. I accept that Mr El-Mouelhy’s prices are likely to be at the upper end
of the market (he is, after all, a Rolls-Royce and not a Mini) but it was Mr Kose who
chose to steal a Rolls-Royce.” So the two small retail outlets were charged just nominal
damages of $10.00

But note this; “Quality Kebabs” had to pay what was equivalent to the 2012 fee
of  $27,090.00 plus a 50% uplift which equates to $13,545.00. On top of that they had to

http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/sinodisp/au/cases/cth/FCA/2014/614.html?stem=0&synonyms=0&query=halal
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/sinodisp/au/cases/cth/FCA/2014/614.html?stem=0&synonyms=0&query=halal


 pay the 2013 halal certification fee of $33,580.00, plus 50% uplift, which equals
 $16,790.00!

That makes a total of $91,015.00. Now that doesn’t include what “Quality Kebabs” would
 have had to pay for 2014 which would have been $34,510.

j. What these court documents don’t address (because they don’t need to) is the fact that
for “Quality Kebabs” to be halal certified they would have to source their meat or
chicken from a halal certified abattoir or chicken processor, in this case Steggles.

k. We know some abattoirs pay up to $27,000 a month to be halal certified. That is
$324,000 a year. We have also seen a receipt where one chicken processor is paying
$40,000 per year!

l. I have reported previously on a driver who drove a chicken supply van from a chicken
processor to the take-away shops and he was charged $500 in halal certification fees.
He also had to back-pay fines to the imam when he failed to get certification for a few
years

.

m. This is one example of the giant pyramid scheme going on within the Australian halal
certification industry. So you can have an abattoir spending $324,000 in halal fees. Then
the transport company is paying hundreds to drive the product to the supplier. In this
case the supplier has to pay $34,510 in halal fees. Then the transporter may again have
to pay a few hundred dollars to a halal certifier. Finally the little retail outlet has to pay
$5000 in halal certification fees.

n. This totals in excess of $364,000 paid in halal fees, just on a small part of the kebab
market!

o. Is this all absorbed by each company and NOT passed on to the consumer? I seriously
doubt that!

So the next time you hook in to a kebab, sit back and think about how you have just lined
the pockets of halal certified agents along the way.

p. The person in this court case (Mr El-Mouelhy) has been quoted on national television as
saying the profits have made him a millionaire and he is in it, “to buy his wife’s shoes!”



q. So who are the bullies?

r. Are they Australian consumers who have had enough of paying for an Islamic religious
rituals imposed on their fast food and grocery products, or are they the halal certifiers
making a motza out of the unregulated and highly debated practice of charging fees for
halal certification?

Court judgment:

http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/sinodisp/au/cases/cth/FCA/2014/614.html?
stem=0&synonyms=0&query=halal

Submitted by: 

G J May
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From: Sharon Snoek-Bawden 
Sent: Friday, 24 July 2015 3:56 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Submission to Senate Standing Committees on Economics/Third Party Certification of Food

To Whom It May Concern

Thank you for the opportunity to make a submission to the Committees on the matter of
 Halal Certification.I wish to state that I strongly object to the imposition of this
 Certification on non-Muslim Australians.From my understanding,through careful and
 extensive research over a number of years,Halal Certification of products,food or
 otherwise,is not a Koranic requirement for Muslims and is only a recent invention from
 about the 1980's.Only pork,alcohol,food with no blood and carrion is haram [forbidden].

My objections to Halal Certification are as follows:

Halal Certification is an unnecessary religious tax imposed on non-Muslims by a
 minority group in Australia ,representing only about 2 percent of the population.
In many cases,labeling of products as Halal certified is non existent.Companies that
 do not label their products are being deceitful as they know there has been a
 backlash re this particular Certification and this results in consumers not having the
 ability to make an informed choice as to purchase of products.
There is an ever increasing number of products being Halal certified in Australia and
 this greatly reduces the choice of concerned non-Muslims who do not wish to
 purchase these products.
Non Disclosure Statements are being signed by Companies for this Certification and
 this results in making it difficult to know how much each Company has paid for this
 Certification.
It is not clear how much of this Certification fee is then passed onto the unsuspecting
 consumer at the point of sale of each product.
There is no ability to follow the money trail when these fees are collected.One main
 concern is the funding of terrorism?
Halal slaughter of animals is cruel and unlawful in Australia and should be stopped.
Over 300 abattoirs in Australia employ Muslim males only
 and,therefore,discriminates against employment of non-Muslims.
Religious rituals over animals etc.,are for many non-Muslims,be they from another
 belief or no religious belief,unacceptable and repugnant.
Halal Certification is viewed by informed non-Muslims as one way of imposing
 Islamic Law [Sharia] on Western Countries such as Australia.
Many products that are given this Certification are not even considered part of the
 Islamic religion eg,Cadbury Easter Eggs.The most ridiculous is Purina cat food.

In summary,if Muslims in Australia require certain food products to be certified Halal then
 a separate niche for this market needs to be set up as per Kosher for Jews.Clear labeling of
 same needs to be mandatory.No more Certification for products that are not
 edible,eg,toilet paper,make up,baby oil,cat food and that are not Islamic,Easter Eggs.

There needs to be a complete overhaul of this blatantly deceitful,disingenuous and
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 dangerous tax by Muslims on Australians who do not follow Islam.

Why is it being allowed?

Where is the money going?

When are our Political Leaders going to wake up and hear the concerns of its Citizens with
 regards to Halal Certification?

Thank you

Sharon Snoek-Bawden 
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From: 
Sent: Friday, 24 July 2015 4:40 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Inquiry in food certification

Dear Sir/Madam,

I would like to thank you for looking into food certification schemes, this is a very important subject.

I think labelling laws should be mandatory, we all have a right to know everything about the food we purchase
 whether it be gluten free, Kosher, vegan, grown and packaged in Australia, free range, etc., then of course
 Halal certification.

I don't have a problem with people wanting or buying halal, I do have a problem that I am finding it almost
 impossible to avoid it. I have my own religion, it goes against my beliefs and my God to eat halal certified
 products, meat being my biggest concern. I do not want to fund a religion, any religion, when I shop.

I was eating ritually slaughtered meat for many years, it did me no harm, I didn't know it was, but since finding
 out I will no longer eat it. It doesn't matter to me that the meat is no longer halal as it has been in contact with
 pork or whatever reason it's no longer classed as halal, it was still ritually slaughtered in accordance with Sharia
 Law.

I am a Grandmother, I can no longer buy any takeaways, I have had to start cooking everything from scratch.
 Lunch out with friends is very embarrassing, if I accept invitations at all, I have to pretend that I like the
 vegetarian option or just have salad.

To get information on what products are not halal certified is a task. I wrote to Woolworths to ask if their
 Farmer's Own milk was halal certified. Their reply was that none of Woolworths own brand are certified, to
 which I sent them copies of certificates for their home brand cheese and sugar. I then had to rephrase my
 question and ask if Farmer's Own Dairy is halal certified. I received a very short reply that it wasn't.

To find a butcher who sold non ritually slaughtered meat took me weeks and a lot of embarrassment, why
 couldn't I just do a simple search online? I found halal very easily online. I was scoffed at by butchers, some
 rolled their eyes, some were apologetic saying ALL meat is now halal slaughtered, I know now this is not true
 because I found a butcher who buys his meat from a small non halal abottoir.

I know you can't stop halal certification, and I would hope that no one would expect that to happen, but it
 should be user pays, very simple, and there should be non halal alternatives readily available, labelling laws
 would fix the problem for both Muslims who require it, and for people who don't. As for the meat if it is
 ritually slaughtered we need to be informed, this is very important for all religions.

One more point, almost all milk and bread at the supermarket is halal certified (unlabelled of course), so why at
 my local shopping centre do I see many Muslims buying bread from Baker's Delight which is not halal
 certified? Is this fair for them? Do they know what is halal certified? Are they running in circles, like me,
 trying to find food that is suitable for them? Again, back to compulsory labelling which will help everyone
 choose what is right for them.
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I thank you for your time, 
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Senate Standing Committees on Economics 
PO Box 6100 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600 
 
 
Subject: Third party certification of food products 
 
 
From: 
Mr R Barrowcliff 

 
 
  
Firstly I thank my Government for seeking our opinion on this very troubled topic. It 
is the growing discontent among Aussies regarding this topic, demonstrated by the 
need for this enquiry, which causes me to write and add to the conversation.  
 
My reasons are firstly that I have a religion forced on me and secondly concern for the 
welfare of our animals. Our animals cannot speak for themselves and I do not believe 
religion has any place in our food chain, in particular Halal Certification (HC), and 
the lesser Kosher (K). 
  
I will attempt to address your terms of reference, and in the order they were presented. 
 
 

a. The extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia 
including, but not limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and 
genetically-modified food and general food safety certification schemes; 

 
HC has infiltrated practically all forms of food products and also is attempting non-
food (ie: medicine, toothpaste). This is an Islamic religious agenda, which should 
never have been allowed to develop beyond its believers. I do not have a religious 
bias nor support any, though this religion is forced on me via the HC. Where it 
impacts me the most, is the inhumane way the animals are slaughtered and knowing a 
percentage of my purchase dollars are taken from me, for a religion I do not support. 
 
The following considers cattle mostly. 
 
We HAD the best available humane slaughter, that was the “Non reversible stun” 
(NRS). With this NRS, the animals are brain dead, and do not know or suffer death.  
To the best of my knowledge, most of our abattoirs (suggested to be 80%+), use HC 
with “reversal stun” (RS). With this RS, the animals are alive when their throats are 
cut They can and do, regain full consciousness, suffering extensively and cannot 
vocalise or let it be known of their agony. How savage is this!!! 
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There are many people with far greater knowledge and/or education than I, who have 
written on this topic, and can provide scientific evidence of the suffering and the 
degradation of the product. I am sure you will speak with them, and end this animal 
suffering. I am aware of a paper written by vets in the UK on this topic and if I can 
locate it, will attach. 
 
Kosher slaughter, as I understand it, is performed by a fully trained slaughterman, and 
executed with great respect for the animal, which I am lead to believe, is swift and 
relatively painless, due to this training and equipment used. While it does not invade 
our society the way HC does, I cannot accept it on behalf of our animals.  
 
HC slaughterman is “on the job” training for male Muslim only. Why does the 
Australian Government support any religion, providing them with “charity” status, 
and allow this status to become commercialised. I am led to believe that under this 
“charity” rule, abattoirs training Muslim slaughterman gain a further tax advantage.  
 
Why would anyone have animals suffer needlessly, let alone for a religion?  
 
The employment of Muslim only slaughterman for HC, surely is discrimination in the 
workplace, and more so in the case of women. 
 
I am currently hearing that the transportation and storage industries are moving to 
Muslim only workers. Without intervention now, the trend is for Muslim only 
involvement in HC, dividing the country and creating an atmosphere where social 
unrest will happen. To maintain “traceability” and “Providence” of HC, Muslims 
MUST be in control of all aspects from paddock to plate. That is NOT acceptable to 
Aussies nor should it be for you. Stop it now before it gets further out of hand! 
 
Why does dog food need to be HC? Why does sugar and coffee need it? Baby food , 
“Coopers” Brewery products and Toothpaste (Colgate). Basic ingredients are being 
swept into this maze, and add a “Pyramid” scheme to basic shopping. This 
“multiplying” of HC adds costs at all levels of production, then wholesale, not 
stopping there with transport and retail sale. 
  
The requirement that a religion be forced on consumers is madness, let alone in 
contradiction to the Constitution of Australia and definitely disregarding the “Human 
Rights Act” signed by Australia. We HAVE freedom of religion, and may choose to 
participate or NOT. There should be no forced payment to any religion, let alone via 
our food and basic consumer goods. 
 
Currently we cannot go to hospital or even fly on Qantas, without being forced to 
accept Halal food. I understand that we even force our solders to eat Halal!!!!  I feel 
absolute shame when I see HC, ANZAC biscuits. 
 
As for GM food, I fail to see the science for long-term use. I would choose not to 
purchase it, if I could identify it. Let them experiment on others thankyou. 
 
Re general safety certifications, most have not been an issue, other than the labelling, 
but that will be referenced further along. 
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b. Current labelling requirements of food certification schemes; 

I assume this refers to health certification, and the “Australian” made certification. 
Not much of an issue, so long as they effectively reflect a true picture. We do 
however; have breakfast cereals containing huge amounts of sugar, appearing  
“healthy” but creating an obesity problem!!! What are consumers supposed to make 
of the label “made from local and imported ingredients”, without it showing which is 
what. These are totally misleading and useless. 
 
All certification labels should be placed on the front of the product, not hidden under 
folds or such where it is difficult to locate. These labels should be symbols. 
 
 

c. The need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay 
certification fees; 

Why would any company pay for optional certification, which in their view is 
advantageous to customers and their market share, and NOT label their product 
clearly of the fact. Does not make sense, unless there is something to hide. Consumers 
have a right to know everything of significance that would affect their purchasing. It’s 
our hard earned dollars and they should not be allowed to “con” it from us. We need 
all certifications held by a company to be compulsory labelled on the product it refers 
to. I have contacted companies to inquire about their “halal” status, and on occasions 
these contacts have been ignored totally. WHY? It seems companies are ashamed of 
their certification and know they will suffer customer withdrawal should they confirm 
this status. This speaks loudly that they know the majority of the population do not 
accept their position. 
 
In general terms, symbols are better than writing, as the writing tends to use hard to 
see colours and small font size.  A standard symbol for religious slaughter “RS” and 
“RC” for religious certified other goods. That way, if you reject Aussies and continue 
to allow this, then any religion can certify in the future without the need to change 
labels. 
 
For the little that may be required locally, HC and K meat, even that which is 
REJECTED but destined for the local consumer market, must carry the “RS” – 
religious slaughter label. Other products should carry the “RC” – religious certified 
label. 
 
 

d. Whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian 
consumers to make informed purchasing decisions; 

This HC largely has no consumer information and actively works to hide its 
involvement, by requiring ADDITIONAL fees to label products. When a reference is 
present, it may refer to halal in the ingredient using small font size, or one of many 



 4 

unknown symbols. I believe Kosher is starting to see the impact of HC and it appears 
they are increasingly encouraging labels, though this is an opinion based on purchase 
awareness. How many people know that most (if not all) baby and dog food, is 
unlabeled HC. I am led to believe that major fast food chains now supply 
“alternative” bacon, but DO NOT actively provide that information to consumers. 
 
The right, most reasonable and practical solution is to stop all religions being involved 
in the food chain and household consumer goods.  
 
 

e. Details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or 
manufacturers, and the potential for these to impact on prices for 
consumers; 

I believe that the general public need to have the details of certification fees. Having 
said that, I do believe it’s the role of Government to ensure that any fees reflect the 
value of the certification. HC has too many groups and individuals, with questionable 
training, backgrounds and abilities. It’s a pyramid system; compounding fees added at 
all levels to the consumer cost. 
 
Currently HC is being, or attempting to be, paid at all levels of the food chain;  
 Producers 
 Processors 
 Wholesale 
 Distribution 
 Sale 
This adds additional costs at each level and is a restriction of trade and employment 
 
Where HC is required for export, there needs to be a Government authority in control, 
which will ensure Australian reputation, is protected. I do wonder why any food 
produced by Australia needs any further certification. We are one of the most 
regulated food producers in the world and have an excellent reputation for quality. 
Why dilute that with HC or K. 
 
 
 

f. The importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market 
access and returns to producers; 

I have been informed via the Government web site, that only 8% of our exports are to 
Muslim countries. That being the case, 92% goes to non-Muslim countries. Do these 
92% require HC, or do they see it as a negative when doing business with us. Do we 
even advise them? 
The live cattle trade demonstrates a total lack of humanity for OUR animals. Once our 
cattle leave our shores, they no longer have the protection of our strong animal 
welfare beliefs, despite our current efforts. We have seen the forced torture of these 
animals in the past and have no control for the future, all for the almighty dollar. If 
this dollar was so important then the animals would be processed in Australia and 
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delivered in boxed form overseas, creating many jobs here and ensuring the quality 
was maintained. All the while ensuring best slaughter practise. Our food products are 
so well regulated and secure that we will not lose market share, as it is sort after for 
that very reason, and we should be able to obtain a premium. 
 
Any export going to a country that requires certification should be undertaken via our 
current Government regulators, to protect our reputation. Domestic products should 
not undergo any religious certification. 
 
Does anyone believe for a minute that our farmers, who breed these animals, are so 
heartless, that they willingly send them to torture slaughter?? Return best slaughter 
practice to them, PLEASE. 
 
 

g. The extent and adequacy of information available to the public about 
certifiers including, but not limited to, certification processes, fees and 
financial records; and any related matters. 

It has been documented in other countries (I nominate Canada to start) that there is 
evidence that HC fees end up in the hands of radical sources. It is also noted in the 
end of years report for the Western Australia Islamic Council, that fees have been 
directed to questionable overseas groups. There are too many claims that this hidden 
HC is funding radicals, inside and out of Australia, that it demands a wide-ranging 
investigation of these funds, now and ongoing. 
 
All religions should provide full disclosure of their funds, be audited and these should 
demonstrate that they are Not For Profit. No “charity” tax status should be provided 
for any religion, or other, that does not return all moneys to the wider community, less 
an amount for local viability. Tax dollars discounts should be proven to be of benefit 
to everyone. 
 
 
 
Robert Barrowcliff 
24/7/2015 
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From: Steve McNeilly  
Sent: Friday, 24 July 2015 5:09 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Submission to the Senate Standing Committee on Economics

24/7/15

To the Senate Standing Committee on Economics

Re Third Party Certification of Food

Dear Sirs

Although I understand that your terms of reference do not limit your enquiry to Halal
 certification, that is what I wish to mention in my submission. 

Firstly, as a Christian, living in a nation with a predominantly Christian heritage, it seems
 unreasonable to me that so many food and grocery products that I may wish to purchase
 carry a surcharge, however small, that goes to a religious community that I do not wish to
 support. (I bear no animosity to Australian Muslims who want to practise their faith in
 peaceful, respectful ways but neither do I wish to financially support them.)

Secondly, I believe that it is only reasonable to require halal certified companies to clearly
 label their products as such.  Surely consumers have a right to know if they are buying
 halal products or not.  This is especially so in respect to meat products.  Many Australians
 find the butchering process for halal meat to be cruel and offensive.  The public should
 have a right to exercise conscience-based choice on this matter.

Thirdly, some halal certification seems to go well beyond what the Koran requires of
 Muslim people.  Why should bottled water or pet-food products be halal certified?  Even
 worse, why should pork-based products be halal certified when they are forbidden to
 Muslims anyway?  If these things are true, then they raise questions that urgently need to
 be answered.

Fourthly, I am extremely concerned to hear that no government authority currently keeps
 records of where halal certification money is going.  How many organisations are
 handling this money and what are they using it for?  What accountability structures are in
 place?  I sincerely hope that your enquiry will address this matter and make strong
 recommendations accordingly.

It has been objected that Australian producers would lose export earnings if they were not
 halal certified.  But surely it is possible for producers to maintain both an export division
 and a domestic division.  For Australian Muslims, it is certainly not impractical to have
 specialist Islamic abattoirs. A network of halal butchers already exists.

It has also been objected that, if requirements for halal labelling were more stringent,
 producers would lose sales.  But the very fear that this could happen shows an awareness
 that people are starting to be concerned about this matter.  All the more reason for halal
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 labelling to be mandated.  Take away the perceived secrecy, bring it out into the open, and
 conspiracy theorists will have nothing to go on.  Give people the choice.  Let the market
 determine the economics.  If people want to buy a bar of Cadbury chocolate, knowing that
 it is halal certified, what is the problem in that?  If they want to opt for a non-halal
 chocolate bar, what is the harm in that?

I write this submission in the sincere hope that this Senate enquiry will come up with
 appropriate recommendations that will answer the genuine concerns of Australians like
 me.

Steve McNeilly

(Mob) 
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From: 
Sent: Friday, 24 July 2015 6:32 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Submission for the review of third party certification of food

Dear Sir/Madam,

Re:         Senate Standing Committee on Economics – Food Certification

My name is Duncan Hamilton-Ritchie, 

I have no wish to support any religious or other third party in the certification of any food
 products.

Therefore if such certification is performed the packaging of these products must have clearly
 identified on the front label what certification was performed. These products should be kept
 separate from other general products in the stores unless the whole store is clearly identified as
 for example a kosher store or a halal store.

The certification organisations should be thoroughly transparent and their accounts not hidden
 on religious grounds. That is, they must account for all monies and it should also not be allowed
 to go offshore.

I want to be able to easily identify products that are not the subject of religious or third party
 certification when I shop. To be otherwise would be misleading and should be deemed criminal.

Thank you for allowing me to make a submission,

Duncan Hamilton-Ritchie
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25/7/15

To whom it may concern,

Dear Committee,

As an Australian consumer I am frustrated and concerned by the practice of halal 
certification in this country.

I do not wish to support any brand that pays an Islamic religious tax to have their product 
halal certified.

Less than 2% of this population is Muslim and I do not want to fund special religious rituals 
or political campaigns to increase the presence of Sharia Law in Australia.

Despite this many companies are paying for halal certification and not displaying it on their 
labels or even on their websites.

Sometimes it is even difficult to get such information when calling the company directly.

What can be done about making it law to display halal certification on labels so consumers 
can make informed choices about the products they buy?

Clear labelling must be a priority when dealing with any type of certification to allow the 
Australian consumer to make a choice whether to support this Islamic “Tax”.

We, as Australians do not force any religious certification on anyone and we, as Australians 
should not have to put up with this Halal Certification being forced upon us.

Yours Sincerely,

Stephen Goodes
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From:   
Sent: Friday, 24 July 2015 8:37 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal certification

I wish to submit a protest about the halal certification schemes, but find the formal method too
 hard for me to follow ( I am 72),so I am emailing you in the hope that I can let my feelings be
 known.
The current halal certification schemes do not provide enough  information for consumers to
 make an informed choice as most products are not labelled or if so, are hidden on the packaging
 on the seam or inside.
The products should be in a separate section of the supermarket as with kosher, gluten free, and
 organic.
There is an oversupply of halal certified food that is not required for the general Australian
 public, that would prefer not to eat ritually slaughtered meat because of their religious beliefs,
 the fact that they are killed in a cruel manner, the texture is tougher and colour dull and there is
 the added cost of halal certification.
There is also the fact that naturally halal food such as milk, bottled water, cheese etc are paying
 for halal certification that is not necessary – therefore exposing the scam. As to why food
 transportation, packaging, cat food etc. require halal certification is beyond me.
I do not wish to pay for the furtherance of the muslim religion or the Islamic causes, Islamic
 Mosques and schools and whatever else is funded through these fees on my food. We already
 pay through our taxes for the education of all children.
I find it extremely confronting that all baby formula is halal certified.
I find it confronting that public schools and hospitals supply only halal certified foods to appease
 the minority. What happened the majority? Why aren’t we given the same rights to have non
 halal certified foods?

Please treat this as a formal submission as I am not capable of downloading and forwarding in
 the approved manner.

 

Please keep my contact details private as I don’t want my head chopped off.
Thank you
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From: Dave Wingrove  
Sent: Friday, 24 July 2015 9:03 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Cc: 
Subject: FW: Third party certification of food

Inquiry: the Third party certification of food

The Terms of Reference:

On 13 May 2015, the Senate referred the following matters to the Economics
 References Committee for inquiry and report by 30 November 2015:

a. the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including,
 but not limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-
modified food and general food safety certification schemes;

b. current labelling requirements of food certification schemes;
c. the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay

 certification fees;
d. whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian

 consumers to make informed purchasing decisions;
e. details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or

 manufacturers, and the potential for these to impact on prices for
 consumers;

f. the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market
 access and returns to producers;

g. the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers
 including, but not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial
 records; and any related matters.

Response to the terms of reference in point order:

A        Not happy that halal is not displayed on outer wrappers, it is hidden inside,
 some times there is no labeling, I do not buy halal labeled products, I don’t
 believe in paying a halal tax.

B        All certification should be clearly labeled, so halal labeled ones can be
 discarded from shopping lists. All companies and their subsidiaries, if they
 subscribe to halal certification should brand and disclose it at all levels. Diabetic 
 and health  information should be clearly  branded.

C        As stated in the muslam koran, it does not state that food has to be
 certified. Certification is a fraudulent ruse created to raise funds for islam,
 penalizing by a pecuniary tax on the majority of Australians for a minority group.
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 Inquiry: the Third party certification of food  
The Terms of Reference: 


On 13 May 2015, the Senate referred the following matters to the Economics 
References Committee for inquiry and report by 30 November 2015: 


a. the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but 


not limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified 
food and general food safety certification schemes; 


b. current labelling requirements of food certification schemes; 


c. the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification 
fees; 


d. whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers 


to make informed purchasing decisions; 
e. details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, 


and the potential for these to impact on prices for consumers; 


f. the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access 
and returns to producers; 


g. the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers 


including, but not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; 
and any related matters. 


 Response to the terms of reference in point order: 


A Not happy that halal is not displayed on outer wrappers, it is hidden inside, some 


times there is no labeling, I do not buy halal labeled products, I don’t believe in paying a 


halal tax. 


B All certification should be clearly labeled, so halal labeled ones can be discarded 


from shopping lists. All companies and their subsidiaries, if they subscribe to halal 


certification should brand and disclose it at all levels. Diabetic  and health  information 


should be clearly  branded. 


C As stated in the muslam koran, it does not state that food has to be certified. 


Certification is a fraudulent ruse created to raise funds for islam, penalizing by a 


pecuniary tax on the majority of Australians for a minority group. 


D Current labeling does not go far or clear enough, be it for medical reasons or 


being able to choose not to support Islamic fund raising. 


E There should be transparency and full disclosure of all fees paid for halal 


certification for overseas sales, there should not be any fees for Australian 


consumption. 


F If the producers feel that certification will benefit them, it should be a choice not a 


requirement. 


G The Government should legislate and ban all certifiers, and go through their 


books to an audit like any other business, so we know what was paid and where the 


money was going. If they don’t, all labels must be clearly labeled so these halal  


products can be boycotted. 







D        Current labeling does not go far or clear enough, be it for medical reasons
 or being able to choose not to support Islamic fund raising.

E        There should be transparency and full disclosure of all fees paid for halal
 certification for overseas sales, there should not be any fees for Australian
 consumption.

F        If the producers feel that certification will benefit them, it should be a choice
 not a requirement.

G       The Government should legislate and ban all certifiers, and go through their
 books to an audit like any other business, so we know what was paid and where
 the money was going. If they don’t, all labels must be clearly labeled so these
 halal  products can be boycotted.

Dave Wingrove 
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From: Frank Reale  
Sent: Friday, 24 July 2015 9:43 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal Certification

I am making a submission for the inquiry into Halal Certification.

Whilst halal certification may be required by some adherents of the Islamic faith, it is certainly
 not required by adherents of other faiths. In fact the latter may in many cases object to halal
 certification on the grounds of religious belief. Therefore, it is very important that all foods that
 are halal certified be clearly and distinctly labelled as such. Some concerns about the present
 practice of halal certification in Australia are as follows:-

1. Many foods such as nuts, milk, honey, fish and mineral water do not  require any
certification other than perhaps nutritional and country of origin certification. Yet it is
known that many of these foods do attract halal certification, and with that, higher
costs. These costs are passed on to the consumer. This practice is outright rort and
should be stopped.

2. The cost of certification should be borne only by those who benefit from it, and not by
those who do not need or want it. Yet at present that cost, which can be high, must be
borne by all. This is unjust.

3. The proceeds of certification go to the certifiers, and/or Islamic organisations. Most
Australian consumers do not wish to support Islamic organisations such as Islamic
schools and mosques, for religious and/or economic reasons.  Hence foisting this cost on
them is a covert way of supporting organisations which they would not knowingly and
voluntarily support. This is deceptive and unjust.

4. Animals that are killed under halal requirements can suffer an inhumane death. Some
abattoirs do stun the animals, but many do not. The procedures adopted by all abattoirs
must be subjected to strict control.

5. The cost of halal certification can be exorbitant according to information released by
firms which have had certification. There should be audit procedures for these fees, and
full disclosure.

6. Funds which are raised through halal certification go largely to Islamic organisations and
significant portions could be directed to Islamic terrorist organisations such as Islamic
State. Most Australians would not want their money to finance international terrorism.
There should be transparency and accountability for all funds received through halal
certification.

7. When animals are killed under halal conditions they are subject to Islamic prayers and
rituals. This may be objectionable to people of other faiths or of no faith.

I urge that halal certification be strictly controlled so that the above objections are satisfied. It is
 important to take into consideration the fact that Australia is a democracy which values
 freedom and justice and a Western way of life. It is not ruled through sharia law which is the
 basis for halal certification, and any attempt to introduce that law by stealth must be strongly
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 resisted. If Muslims in this country require halal certification they may have it at their own cost,
 but they should not be permitted to foist it in a covert way on non-Muslims, and force them to
 pay for a service which they do not need or want.

Yours sincerely

Frank Reale

Ph    : 
Mob: 
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From:  
Sent: Friday, 24 July 2015 10:49 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: My halal certification submission.

The Secretary
Economics Committee
Federal Parliament
Canberra

Dear Sir/Madam,
 Please find below my submission as to why I object to the general application of

 "halal certification" to all products for human consumption now being sold in Australia from all retail
 outlets to comply with Islamic ritual animal slaughtering methods or to show that any traces of food
 products found in such products do comply with  Islamic ritual animal slaughtering methods. I do
 NOT wish my name or personal details to be published on any lists of those individuals who have
 sent you a submission on halal certification.

Sincerely,

'''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''

My Submission on halal certification [My name is not for publication]

  According to Islamic traditions, most foods are regarded as " halal "automatically, with different
 meats only needing approval as permissible  for consumption by Muslims. Thus the certification
 scheme in its recent MODERN form can be seen as a form of Islamic tax on all food production as a
 means of fund raising for Islamic organizations around the World as a cost payment by all Western
 food producing nations.

  It is an unnecessary certification operation, not specified in the Koran in the first place, and one, if it
 must exist for all Muslims, is one that they should be paying for , as it for their knowledge and
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 understanding that what they are buying is certified specifically for they consumption.

   There surely is known to exist a general  Islamic attitude that " If you [The West] want to
 sell Muslims food products and derivatives, you must pay for the privelege of halal certification or we
 won't buy your products and will even prevent the importation and sale of uncertified
 products to Islamic nations. Those are the real practical implications for all Western exporting food
 producers to Islamic nations and now are also applied to products sold within all Western, non-
Islamic nations.

  The annual fees demanded for halal certification World-wide  are claimed to amount to many trillions
 of dollars annually and are still growing., much of which may be used to finance Islam in its quest for
 World domination at our expense and suffering, while much may endup, via various money-
laundering possiblities, financing Islamic radical terrorist organizations. That risk is very real. Also the
 fact that there are more than 20 Islamic certification  bodies here able to certify halal seems un-
necessary and open to financial abuse as the H.Q for final verification is in Indonesia where possibly
 much of the fee revenue ends up for wider distribution

  Please consider the comments of the former grand mufti of Bosnia on the topic of halal certification
 made at a World Halal Certification Congree recenty, indicating its benefits for Islam's World
 domination of the supply and distribution processes for food products in general and the great
 financial rewards for Islam.

  The secretive way major supermarket chains and fast food outlets are hiding the facts that most of
 the meat products they sell are now halal certified. They make no effort to display these facts to their
 cusomers for their knowledge for obvious reasons. This fact is not know generally. Also for many
 other products, the certification symbol is tiny or hidden in a spot on the product so as not to be
 easily seem, let alone recognized. These practices are highly deceptive and must be stopped.

   If halal products are to be sold in all our stores, the halal symbol/statement must be prominently
 displayed for all to see and read easily so  customers may make an informed choice. However
 packaging efficiencies for exported products to Islamic nations should not be used as an excuse for
 the general imposition of the halal certification system on 97% of our population who have no need of
 it.

   Many Australians do not want ot buy such products simply because they comply with Islamic ritual
 animal slaughtering methods alone. Others may have religious or spiritual or conscience reasons to
 reject such halal products as well. Others may in fact regard the halal process as a curse on any
 halal certified product.

 There now exists the ludicrous situation where even toothpaste has halal certification. This could
 mean that eventually everything sold to the consumer will have such certification and no-one will
 have a realistic alternative choice. A ridiculous yet tragic situation for our own and every Western
 nation, yet a veritable "gold mine" for Islamic organizations involved. Maybe it is an example
 of Western Civilization financing its own "long term" demise and surrender. The future of all our
 descendants must be protected from this aspect of intrusion of sharia law..

Sincerely,

ph  
24/07/2015
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From: Wayne  
Sent: Friday, 24 July 2015 11:58 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: FAO: The Inquiry into Third Party Certification of Food

Senate Standing Committees on Economics,

Regarding the Inquiry into Third Party Certification of Food.

I am against Halal certification fees being forced upon Australian companies and consumers
 without any restrictions in place.
Based on a false requirement for a religion and yet it is ultimately forced onto all consumers to
 benefit a small minority of people in this country.

It also creates opportunities for businesses to be held for ransom and denied access to markets,
 it has happened and will continue to happen.
It is typical mobster behaviour and it is the perfect faith based money making scheme that any
 mobster would be proud to call their own.

Where will it end? . . . . pharmaceuticals, delivery trucks, warehouses, planes, trains, shampoo,
 cat food, water ways, Halal certification is already being forced into these areas.
It will end when there is no taxpayer money to be made from it.

There must be an end point or at least there must be some restrictions on it.
No religion should be allowed free reign over markets as important as food or water or
 pharmaceuticals or transport and yet that is exactly what the government is currently allowing.

Please put an end to this obvious scam now or at least put fee limits on it before it gets
 completely out of control.

Wayne McKenzie
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From: Phil  
Sent: Saturday, 25 July 2015 1:34 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN) 
Subject: Third party certification of food

Third party certification of food

TO THE COMMITTEE SECRETARIAT,

Senate Standing Committees on Economics
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600
economics.sen@aph.gov.au

25/07/2015
Phil Retford

To The Senate Standing Committees on Economics Regarding Third Party Certification Inquiry.

I would like to add my submission to the current inquiry in regards to halal certification schemes.

I request that the labelling of halal certified food be marked clearly on ALL halal products so that NON HALAL consumers, can make an informed choice on which product they choose to purchase.

If possible they should be sold in separate areas to avoid creating confusion.

Some companies are deliberately misleading people by not displaying the halal certification sign clearly and in some cases not displaying it at all on their products. 

I understand that some companies choose halal certification for export purposes and I do not oppose this, I think the halal certification scheme should be a completely separate user pays system for the export market which would be fairer for NON halal consumers.

I also feel discriminated against when unwittingly being forced to pay into a religious fund that I do not support. 

I believe that the monies raised through these certifications benefits ONLY the Islamic population while the NON Islamic population are forced to pay.

I question why the scales are tipped in favour of the minority rather than the majority? 

Yours sincerely

Phil Retford
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From: Peter Macmillan  
Sent: Saturday, 25 July 2015 5:56 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third Party Certification of Food

It is with respect that I wish to make a submission on this subject.

I submit that all foods available in retail outlets should be clearly labelled in the
 cases of kosher or halal certification.  As a pensioner, I do not wish to pay more
 for a certification which I do not require. Any certification fee is a tax imposed on
 many consumers who do not require that service.

I further submit that such certified products should be exhibited away from non-
certified products in the outlet, store or supermarket.

Yours faithfully,

Peter Macmillan 
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From:  
Sent: Saturday, 25 July 2015 6:55 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal Certification

Dear Senator,
 I want to make a submission to this inquiry commission with regard to Halal certified
 food.
I take a very dim view of a minority groups lording over the whole population of Australia.
 More than 70% of our meat is processed in a special way to appease followers of Allah.
 No other religious groups in Australia have this demand on the Australian people. This is
 wrong on so many levels. 
 I also take a dim view of money going to fund followers of Islam from certified meat. The
 demand s this small group of people has bought upon our nation is outrageous. No other
 religious group has been allowed this free hand.
I believing sanity will finally shine through. This commission needs to act and bring out
 change. We the people of this nation feel this situation as it stands is not a fair go.
Thank you 
Yours Sincerely
 Anna Barker
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Elizabeth Litster 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
My concern is the almost total lack of meaningful labelling labels in Australia. As a consumer I feel that 
it is my right to know what my food contains, the country where that food was produced, the country of 
origin of the food as these are not always the same, witness the vegetables grown in China being 
packaged and sold as NZ produce. The amount of Australian content and the type of content in food 
that is now marketed as Australian, made from imported and local ingredients where the local 
ingredient may only be the water used.  Owned and manufactured in Australia should mean just that 
without any prevarication. All religious certification should have to be labelled, on the outside of the 
packet. All labelling to be of a reasonable size and legible.  
I object strongly to animal cruelty. The religious slaughter of meat comes into that category. All meat 
sold, whether pre-packaged or displayed should be required to be marked as halal, kosher and 
religiously slaughtered. There are many Australian who for religious or ethical reasons do not wish to 
buy meat that has not been killed by the best practice of bolt stunning. I personally find that religious 
slaughter barbaric and even the minimum stun used abhorrent. There should be no place in any civilised 
country for animals not to be stunned. It has been proved in overseas studies that the meat so killed is 
inferior as the amount of adrenalin produced with the RS method is greater than the bolt stun. Labelling 
the meat as Religiously slaughtered (RS) would close the loophole that sees supermarkets and butcher 
able to legitimately claim that their meat is not halal when the meat has been killed by halal method. 
This meat may have been rejected for Islamic use for a number of reasons, the animal is blemished, the 
animal died from the stun, the meat has been polluted by Kaffir hands and more frequently from 
overproduction. This meat is on sold as non halal but the religious slaughter cruelty has occurred. 
I would also question strongly the amount of religiously slaughtered meat that Australia produces. This 
practice has lead to closed shop conditions where only Muslim males can work in certain jobs. Non 
Muslim males and women are shut out from employment in the meat industry and large amounts of 427 
visa holders imported into Australia. We are told this halal certification is necessary for the export of 
meat. A check of the Department of Agriculture's own figures shows that the majority of our meat 
export goes to countries that don't want or need halal certification. The biggest importer of beef is USA 
by a massive amount. They certainly don't demand  halal certification, Most chicken in Australia is 
halal slaughtered for less than 3% of Australians and we export very little chicken and none to Muslim 
countries. 
All companies that pay for religious certification should be required by law to prominently display the 
symbol on the outside of the product. No exceptions. If ingredients sourced from religiously 
slaughtered animals are used (ie halal gelatine capsules) this also must be listed. As all our sugar and 
most of our flour is now halal certified it should also be compulsory to note this on the ingredient list. 
 There should only be one government certification scheme for Australia. All halal certification should 
be brought under government control. This would solve the problem of the myriad schemes and 
symbols in Australia today. The money is then accountable, can be taxed and can be used for the benefit 
of all Australians as it is all Australians that buy groceries. This will make the halal certification scheme 



transparent and keep bribery and corruption down and help to make sure no money could go to 
terrorism. 
In conclusion, I have what I regard as valid reasons for asking for the proper labelling of groceries and 
foodstuffs in Australia. I wish as much as possible of my money to go to local suppliers. I wish to buy 
products produced ethically. I can buy free range eggs, fresh fruit, vegetables and fresh fish are labelled 
by country of origin. My greengrocer labels his products by local area produced. But if I wish to make 
sure my meat is slaughtered as humanly as possible I have to question the butcher, find out the abattoir, 
that supplies him and check it's method of slaughter. In a country where the majority do not require 
religious slaughter the onus is now on us to try and find out the truth, which can be difficult when 
companies will not display the certification and will not answer inquiries. I do not wish to contribute to 
any religious organisation through my weekly groceries. 
Having read the Koran I know that there are food stuffs that are always considered halal yet these items 
such as white milk. Honey and water are now halal certified. Most fresh bread is halal certified yet it is 
not an export. Halal certified hot cross buns and Easter eggs. Why would companies pay to certify such 
items for a religion that does not celebrate Easter. Halal tampons, nail polish, tissues and toilet paper 
the list goes on and on. 
I am simply asking for strict labelling laws. Those who wish to purchase religiously certified products 
can do so with confidence, those who do not can make their choice armed with the proper knowledge 
and those who don't care either way will not be affected. 
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From: 
Sent: Saturday, 25 July 2015 9:45 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Submission re food labelling

Sent from my iPad
# the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees

# details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and the
 potential for these to impact on prices for consumers;

# the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including,
 but not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any related
 matters

My concern is in relation to halal certification in regard to the above 3 criteria. 

Currently every Australian, regardless of their religion or lack thereof,  is contributing to
 Islam by way of the halal certification schemes now in place. Each of the above criteria is
 therefore of concern to those who do not wish to support Islam financially. 

The following is part of a Fact Sheet produced by the ABC

"Raihan Ismail, an associate lecturer in the Centre for Arab and Islamic Studies at ANU
 told Fact Check that halal food for Muslims is prescribed by the Koran.

"Halal is also developed by Islamic scholars based on Islamic verses and also the Islamic
 tradition," she said.

Dr Ismail said halal beef and lamb must be slaughtered according to Islamic practices, with
 clean instruments that are pork and alcohol free.

It should be done in the presence of a Muslim who must say "Bismillah ir-Rahman ir-
Rahim", which she says means "in the name of Allah", when the animal is slaughtered.

Some Muslims believe that animals and birds slaughtered by non-Muslims can be eaten
 and will buy meat from any supermarkets or butchers, whereas others strictly observing
 halal will only buy meat from a halal butcher, according to a Government document on
 Muslim Australians. 

Some also avoid cakes, biscuits or ice-cream containing animal-based products such as
 lard, gelatine or enzymes, and packaged foods that contain animal fat in case it comes
 from pigs. Dr Ismail says most halal-certified products in Australia, such as honey, are the
 same as a non-halal certified version.

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=DERMODYK
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Vegemite, for example, is certified halal by The Australian Federation of Islamic Councils
 by virtue of being made on a dedicated production line where it doesn't come into contact
 with any animal-derived ingredients, and with yeast processed to ensure it is alcohol free.
Dr Ismail says these products appeal to Australian Muslims who rigidly observe halal, but
 halal certification also benefits the food industry because it increases trade exports,
 particularly to the Middle East and South East Asia. 

"It's a commercial decision and Australia makes a lot of money from doing that," she said.

Hundreds of food products found in Australian supermarkets have halal certification,
 including household name brands such as Nestle Crunch bars, Maggi Two Minute
 Noodles and Kellogg's Coco Pops."      End quote.

This gives a clear guide to the extent of food covered by halal certification and the reasons
 for it. 

Why should the majority of Australians who do not support the Islamic faith have to pay
 for halal certification on such a wide variety of food items? It is now almost impossible to
 buy products that do not have halal certification. Also in many products, the halal
 certification is not obvious, it is hard to find. 

The claim in the above quote is that it makes a lot of money for Australia. However it also
 makes a lot of money for the halal certifiers and other Islamic interests. According to
 some web sites this money goes to pay the expenses of the halal certifiers but it also pays
 for the promotion of Islamic faith according to another ABC fact sheet. 

"Dr Kahn said Halal Australia donates some of its profits to Islamic schools and mosques
 as part of its broader community engagement program, which includes donations to
 children's hospitals and the Cancer Council Australia."   End quote

No company I contacted would give any indication of the cost for halal certification. While
 it is noted that some funds are used to support the Australian community through
 donations to cancer council and hospitals, the fact that part of their funds goes toward
 supporting Islamic schools etc is of concern. If Christian organisations decided to go for
 paid certification and those funds were used to support christian schools, churches etc,
 there would be community concern by those who don't belong to the christian faith. As the
 situation now stands, every Australian, is contributing to the Islamic faith by buying
 everyday food items. It is almost impossible now not to buy halal certified products. This
 should not be. 

According to the 2011 census, Muslims accounted for just 2.2% of the Australian
 population. 100% of the population however has to buy groceries and is therefore forced
 to contribute to the Islamic faith by way of halal certification in its current form. 

If Muslims want certification, there should be no fee involved that non Muslims are forced
 to pay.  If certification is so important, then Muslims should be paying to support their
 certifiers through their mosques. As it now stands, part of the funds collected through
 certification support mosques. It should be the other way round. Part of the collections
 from mosques should be supporting the certifiers. That way, every Australian who buys
 halal certified products is not financially supporting Islam. 

http://www.vegemite.com.au/en-AU/FAQ.aspx
http://www.nestle.com.au/asset-library/documents/halal-list.pdf
http://www.nestle.com.au/asset-library/documents/halal-list.pdf
http://www.nestle.com.au/asset-library/documents/halal-list.pdf
http://www.kelloggfoodservice.com.au/Products/PDFfiles%5CFact%20Sheet%20Halal%20Status%20Aug2011.pdf


The Heart Foundation receive no financial benefit from their labels yet the following quote
 from the Heart Foundation web site shows the large numbers of Australians affected by
 heart disease.

"Cardiovascular disease:

is heart, stroke and blood vessel diseases
kills one Australian every 12 minutes 
affects one in six Australians or 3.72 million
CVD was the main cause for 518,563 hospitalisations in 2012/13 and played an
 additional role in another 680,000 hospitalisations
claimed the lives of 43,603 Australians (30% of all deaths) in 2013 - deaths that are
 largely preventable
lower socioeconomic groups, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people and those
 living in remote areas had the highest rate of hospitalisation and death resulting
 from CVD in Australia."      End quote

One Australian dies every 12 minutes from some form of cardiovascular disease. 1/6 is
 nearly 17% of Australians yet they don't charge for the heart tick on products. They pay
 their own researchers. Every Australian gets the potential benefit in food purchases, of
 their research, free of charge. 

Kosher food producers charge no fee for their certification either. Therefore consumers
 aren't forced to support the Jewish faith. 

 Australians who don't adhere to the values of the heart foundation or the Jewish faith,
 don't have to contribute to those entities by buying groceries with their certification. It
 should be the same for halal certification. No financial gain to Islam. No financial cost to
 consumers. 

By disallowing the fees charged for halal certification, all 3 of the above criteria would be
 of no concern. However if there are costs involved in certification, Muslims should be
 paying that cost  through their mosques. Australia would still "be making a lot of money"
 (fact sheet) by way of exports but 97.8% of Australians would not be forced into
 supporting a faith which they do not hold. Islamic organisations should be paying any
 certification fees and supporting their certifiers. Not the other way round as is now the
 situation. 

Phone 

Please withhold my name and address from any publication of the above submission. 
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Senate Standing Committee on Economics 
PO Box 6100 
Parliament House 
CANBERRA  ACT  2600 

 
THE AUSTRALIAN PARLIAMENT 

Re FOOD LABELLING 
 

(A) Of grave concern I note the vice type grip halal activities are now being inflicting 
on the Australian community. 
As a person trying to live the Christian life, I along with others perceive we would be in 
conflict with the New Testament of Holy Scripture by accepting food offered to a foreign 
god. 
I already avoid attending cafes that are clearly not guaranteed halal free, neither do we 
purchase products where halal may be inflicted on that product or may possibly exist. 
 
(B) Having been a serious diabetic +25 and in my case suffered severe loss of vision  
twice as a result, I have had to take serious action to achieve a diet controlled blood sugar 
level below 6.0. 
Foods I have found against good control are GM foods and most imported products 
including those from New Zealand. 
 
Many thanks for listening. 
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From: Tricia 
Sent: Saturday, 25 July 2015 10:43 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATE FOOD INQUIRY

Dear Sir/Madam
Re:  THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATE FOOD INQUIRY
As a devout practising Christian I would like to comment on HALAL
 CERTIFICATION.

a. The extent of certification re halal has become so widespread it is becoming
 difficult to find many staple foods that are not Halal.Certified.  If you take a look at
 www.halalchoices.com.au you will see what I mean but things that are naturally
 permissible for a Muslim to eat are now being Halal certified.  It really doesn’t
 make any sense.   Even things like transport that transports meat and other
 goods!

b. Current labelling requirements are non-existent in Australia. It is done optionally
 and I have heard it costs extra to use a halal logo although that is just heresay
 because its almost impossible to get any information about the HALAL
 certification schemes.  Having no label, or hidden labels is deceiving the
 customer.  It is through this deceit that 98% of Non-Muslim Australians are
 financially supporting the 2% Muslim faith.  Absolutely ridiculous.

c. The need for labelling re certification is a no brainer, the entire premise of
 certification is supposed to allow observant Muslims safe knowledge of “halal”
 suitable products. It becomes entirely nonsense if this fact is not promoted on any
 part of the product.  In fact Halal Certification has not been advertised or
 explained to the majority of Australians and certainly almost all older Australians
 who don’t use a computer have no idea about HALAL certification or what it
 means.   I can tell you from first hand experience when I have explained it to older
 Australians they are absolutely gobsmacked and a few cuss words are said!

d. Do current schemes provide information for informed choices?? Not if there are
 no indications provided on retail packaging. Another overlooked aspect to this is
 an assumption that halal just means it is healthy, this is in fact wrong. Halal
 means religiously acceptable to Islam, same as kosher is religiously acceptable to
 Jews. Any information regarding halal or kosher status should also clearly explain
 it is a religious requirement of the particular religion and may be offensive to
 others. More on this below!

e. Any details of fees and their impact on pricing is totally hidden by non-
disclosure agreements. There have been reports of larger companies paying
 hundreds of thousands of dollars per annum. There is also widely spread
 information that to use the logo on product another annual fee is charged. It
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 beggars all belief that any company is going to forgo their costs of any amount,
 nor use these legitimate business costs against pricing formula. I am equally
 certain no shareholder is going to allow absorption of these significant costs. To
 date, no certification body or company has offered to open their books or tax
 records to refute sensible reasoning that these certification costs are indeed all
 passed on to the consumer.

6. The export claims re certification appear to be supported by only AQIS as a
 government body, and only with regard to meat products. It needs to be said
 however that there are also many claims of 'all' halal items are for export and
 many billions of dollars are at stake if halal is curtailed in any way. Logical
 dictates these claims are full of unsubstantiated exaggeration, if the figures
 'claimed' are applied, Australia is supposed to be exporting sufficient amounts to
 actually feed and cloth nearly 20% of world demand, a highly unlikely situation.
 Some published export figures show very minor amounts at stake, with regard to
 general halal product. There are graphs around that show export to most Islamic
 countries is at the lower end of the scale, and not as significant as many claim.
 However, any and all export product is clearly 'not domestic' product. There
 should be no reason export products demand the same treatment on local
 domestic product. The proviso being any and all processing for export firstly
 meets Australian law and standards, particularly animal welfare laws. If any
 company desires the export business, then do so under Australian Law and
 guidelines, and provide a separate and clearly defined domestic product, if local
 religious status is required, do so with it clearly and prominently labelled as such
 and a separate product line for any non-religious affected product, with all added
 costs charged only to the end user.

7. The extent and adequacy of information available to the public is almost zero,
 because of the aforementioned non-disclosure agreements and seemingly across
 the board reticence to 'own' any certification. Any information offered by Islamic
 organisations is often offered as halal is not anything to worry about and is good
 for everyone. This is absolutely wrong, and is deceitful as to the religious nature
 of halal status. What is absolute fact is that both Halal and Kosher are wholly
 religious practices and are matters of faith and subsequently belief. There are no
 scientific or medical reason, nor any implied health benefits to be gained from
 either dogma, that is not already inherent to foods prepared under Australian
 standards.

In conclusion, I would like to say, Australia has been built on Christian beliefs and
 Christian Values, where are MY rights in HALAL CERTIFICATION? 
The Australian people are paying for a system they don’t need nor do they want. 
 In fact if you look at submission 205 you will see a Halal Certifier admits the
 scheme is full of thuggery with extortion mentioned and underhanded business
 practices.
My shopping habits HAVE changed, I no longer buy half of what I used to, I shop
 more at local markets which is contributing to loss of revenue for the government
 in GST and I know so many who are doing exactly the same thing.   Australians
 feel so strongly about this and we feel so fed up because we have had
 governments who have basically AGREED to this rort on the Australian people
 who the government is supposed to serve and look out for.
I strongly believe if a food is being labelled HALAL or even part of the product has
 halal products in it then it should be labelled so.   I feel even more strongly that



 halal certification has no place in Australia for the majority of the population.   If
 Muslims want halal certified foods then they should be purchases same at
 speciality stores.
Thank you .
Patricia Allen 
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From:  
Sent: Saturday, 25 July 2015 10:45 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal Certification

I am an average Australian, and I do not wish my details published on your site.

I am VERY concerned about the Halal certification and cost imposed on the Non Islamic
 Australian consumer. Almost all foods are Halal certified and this is not necessary for
 moslems in Australia. I'm concerned about the possibility of Halal Certification being
 used as a cover to support Islamist causes.

I am not concerned about organic certification or other matters you have listed to
 investigate.

Regards,
Concerned Australian
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From: Grant Suzanne Chandler  
Sent: Saturday, 25 July 2015 10:53 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: SENATE ENQUIRY: HALAL CERTIFICATION

Senate Standing Committees on Economics
Senate Economic References Committee
Dear Sirs/Madams,

I request you consider my view of halal certification, which has been
 allowed to occur without Voter, Australian Citizen or Taxpayer input or
 process knowledge.  I am a Bible believing Christian, a Tax payer and a
 Voter.

Halal is a "religious" consumer tax which is actually a political tax,
 benefitting Muslims who support sharia "law" and seek to force such
 seventh century beliefs upon all Australians, by stealth.

I find it abhorrent that I am forced to buy food items and more, which
 has been prayed over in some form, by people who try to mislead the
 Australian public, that the sun god allah, is the Christian God and
 Creator of the Universe.

I find it to be fraud, that the Australian Federal and State Governments,
 allow taxes to be applied to what I purchase and consume, for the
 benefit of a small portion of the Australian population.  350,000 people
 should not be aided and abetted, to force 24 million consumers to pay
 them a bribe, for their political beliefs! 

This Certification should only apply to the small proportion of our
 population, which support such questionable practices and they are the
 only ones, who should pay this political tax.

If Governments want to introduce food consumption taxes they should
 introduce a fat content tax, an alcohol premium tax and a cigarette
 cancer tax, to pay for the health costs of people who endanger there
 health and cost tax payers billions each year, to keep them alive.

Legislation is required to outlaw this tax and to penalise any food
 manufacturer and seller, who adds a halal or sharia law tax to the
 goods and services they sell.

Please stand up for the 24 million citizens who thus far, have no say in
 this abominable imposition, to the cost of living, in a country founded
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 on Christian ethics, morals and laws.

God bless

Grant Chandler
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Ken MedwaY

Senate Standing Committees on Economics
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600

Re: Senate Committee lnquiry into'3'd Party Certification of Food'.

Dear Senators

I wish to make the following points for your consideration.

Australian consumers of food have a right to clear and accurate information

about the food we are consuming. Food producers are obliged to clearly label

their products with such information as:

. lngredients

. Whether there may be traces of nuts

. How many calories theY contain

. How much fat theY contain

. How animals are ireated in the course of production (free range eggs etc')

As consumers, we absolutely should have the right to know whether we are

buying a kosher or halal item because:

1. We may be paying more than we have to
2.ltmay be violating our religious sensitivities
3. lt may be violating our beliefs about animalwelfare

The first issue is extremely important because if (as we surely are) we are

paying more than we have to, then halal certification amounts to a hidden tax.

bnfy i'n" Australian Government has the right to levy taxes in Australia and

this practice should be forbidden on those grounds alone. Foods are one of

the iew items specifically exempt from GST under Australian Law'

Companies free to produce te products for export or specialty
by those who choose to Purchaseshops.

these

Yours Sincerely
Ken Medway

,
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From:  
Sent: Saturday, 25 July 2015 11:38 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: "Halal"

Dear Senate,
As a citizen of Australia , Im urging the senate to utterly remove and dismantle all 
so called "Halal" certifying entities and businesses that are burdening our food industries
with unnecessary and contentious religious Taxation. 
The whole idea of "halal" certified food is a offence to many religions , and is by sheer
 default imposing islam on the 95% of Australians that are NOT muslim !
If muslims want to pray over their food one minute before they eat it to "convert" it from 
ordinary food to "Halal"food , then they are free to do so !
At least the Australian economy is not getting robbed of millions of dollars in a highly

 discriminating
religious , anti Australian scam  !
Thank you for listening , My Regards, 
Tim McIntosh

email;
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From: mark bentley  Sent: Saturday, 25 July 2015 
12:07 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: halal

simple question why do the majority keep footing the bill for a so
called religion that should never be here in the first place, when will
the government open their eyes to the havoc that this islamic so called
religion of peace creates wherever it goes.
  wherever it infects this world there is trouble and death and misery
do we really want that here.
We have lived here for just over 2 hundred years and have immigrants
from many countries that on a whole have intergrated into the Australian
way of life. This islam (muslims) do not intergrate there objective is
to overpopulate then overpower, at first its just a suburb then a city
then its to late. Why the hell should the majority of Australia pay a
tax on food so these people can use that money to grow there culture
that will inevitably destroy ours. Bet there is not one politician that
would move to Lakemba to live, its already a cesspit slowly coming under
sharia law, its spreading like cancer and needs to be stopped. And now
you may think i am a so called racist, No i have many indigenous,
chinese, vietnamese friends, that i would call Australians, so no i am
not racist, i am anti Islam. try reading their little book of evil,
anyone with a sound mind would run from this ideology after reading it.
well that my 2 cents and i am very much not alone, and in the end
Australians will stand up for Australia.
Regards
Mark Bentley
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From: Ian Sarah  
Sent: Saturday, 25 July 2015 2:07 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal Certification Inquiry

Dear Members of Committee,

We have no issues with any group wishing to have their food prepared according to their beliefs 
or being informed that these standards are met for the foods they purchase.

We most strongly object to them charging a fee to food manufacturers to meet their requirements 
because that cost is passed on to everyone whether we require that process and certification or not.
The only fair solution is for the group requiring such conditions and certification to pay any 
associated costs THEMSELVES. (Their ruling body could pay the cost and recoup it however they 
choose: for example, via a levy on all members or via their subordinate organisations collecting it.)  

With reference to the specific Halal certification as currently practised, there is grave concern that 
these funds may be re-directed for terrorism purposes or at least furthering their own aims – which 
even further compounds the wrong of all Australian citizens having to pay for it!

There are also rip offs being perpetrated with items which are naturally accepted as Halal clean, 
such as water, milk, nuts, honey and fish, but which still require that Halal sticker with its associated 
cost which totally un-necessary.

Please do what is right and just for all Australians.

Yours faithfully

Ian and Lyn Sarah
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From: Elaine Smeaton  
Sent: Saturday, 25 July 2015 12:46 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal certification

Senate standing Committee  of  Economics.       We  wish  to  express  our  concern  re 
 halal  certification  of  many  products.  This  payment of  a  religious  tax  paid  to 
 companies  adds  to  the  cost  of  goods  paid  by  the  consumer.  The  use  0f  prayer  to 
 allah     during  ritual  killing  of  animals  is  not  supported  by  people  of  other  faiths, 
 and  why  should  halal  certification  be  put  on  water,  nuts,  milk,  honey,  or  fish 
 where  there  is  also  a  lack  of  labelling?    Funds  raised  through  halal  certification,  go 
 to  the  promotion  of  Islam  through  the  Australian  Federation of  Islamic  Councils; 
 How  many  of  the  general  population  are  aware  of  these  facts  and  how   acceptable 
 are  they  to  most  people?   Thanking  you  for  your  consideration,  John  and  Elaine 
 Smeaton
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Submission to Parliamentary Enquiry Into Food Certification Schemes 

Submitter: Mr Chris Newman of  

Date of submission: 25 July 2015 

1, a) My concern is entirely with the food certification schemes being operated as 'halal' 
under Islamic control.  

1, b) Other foods such as kosher are available separately and openly to those who choose 
them. In my experience only the halal schemes raise serious concerns as to their legitimacy 
transparency and validity. Is halal in effect a TAX on the Australian food consumer? 

2) Any food certification scheme must have that scheme's identity prominently displayed 
through a symbol or similar mark clearly visible on the packaging for any consumer to read. I 
understand that often halal-certified products have their label concealed or hidden from the 
consumer. This attempt to deceive the consumer is a real concern, deceit is an integral part 
of the Islamic culture and is showing up in our food industry's relationships with its 
customers. Is this the way of the future here which our government encourages? 

2, b) Food is a critical and essential part of our lives. Any scheme or organization having 
access to the food supply must be totally in compliance with our laws, our sovereignty and 
our governance and traditions. Clearly Islamic activities mostly fall outside of the Australian 
sovereignty and our cultural values and their commercial connection with our national food 
supply is worrisome. 

3) Where there is a halal certification fee paid by the producer, this information needs to  be 
prominently displayed on the product as the fee constitutes an additional cost passed on to 
the consumer. We have the right to know if we are paying /contributing to that scheme. In 
the marketplace the consumer's choice must rule supreme and an informed choice as to the 
imposition of any halal scheme on our food is the essential part of the process. 

4) Any halal products being sold in the market need to be identified as such, clearly 
separated physically from the rest of the merchandise and the particular information about 
the halal certifier, i.e. their name, address and qualification be presented on the product. 
Consumer law and rights demand this minimum level of product separation and 
identification. 

5) Clarification on whether halal certification schemes in fact operate as a TAX needs to be 
established in our Courts, under our law. Under Australia's constitution ONLY the 
government has the authority to tax goods. Since the Halal certification schemes have only 
recently been imposed on the market for commercial gain, they would appear to be an 
opportunistic tax. Because the halal certification has not been in existence over the 1,400 
years of Islam, there is no proper evidence of any true Islamic certification. These schemes 



are clearly not based on Islamic teaching and therefore they are non-Islamic. Why are they 
allowed to proliferate here and be imposed on Australian consumers? 

6) Choice of halal-certified products should be entirely a matter of consumer decision. Those 
who wish to pay for this sort of tax - or added expense should bear it personally. Other 
consumers who do not seek halal-certified products, we are the traditional markets, should 
not be exposed to the halal products - as they are not our choice. A clear physical separation 
of ALL halal-certified products in the marketplace must be provided for and enforced at the 
cost of those who wish to use this type of racket. 

7) Access to export markets is a business decision quite separate from local in-country 
markets. All the costs for these out-of-country business activities must be borne entirely, 
separately and transparently by those businesses who would seek to gain business 
advantage this way. We Australian consumers should never be deceived into supporting any 
schemes which involve business decisions which are outside our direct in-country market 
consumer-supplier relationships. We consumers are not available to subsidize halal or other 
non-in-country food business activities. 

8) Some information suggests that halal certifiers may be involved with jihadist activities 
and the funding and support of Islamic anti-Australian operations. The national security 
need for total transparency in all halal certifying organizations is now obvious. Should any 
Islamic certifiers be connected with Jihad networks either in Australia or overseas, they are 
in fact violating the Terrorism sections of the Crimes Act and are guilty of treason and 
treachery against the Australian people and must be taken to court. Forensic examination 
and auditing of all halal certifiers is an essential aspect of their business activity and they 
should pay the costs of this independent examination to be conducted by Inland Revenue. 

9) The Australian in-country Islamic market is about 2%. There is no justification for the 
remaining 98% to be subsidizing this Islamic tax on our food supply. Probably many of that 
2% are not interested in halal certified products. Most likely they will reject halal-certified 
stuff because they know the halal-certification schemes are truly non-Islamic. These people 
know the true nature of the halal-certification business. It is an illegitimate tax being 
imposed in the Kufar (unbelievers) as part of the ideological and tactical warfare being 
waged by Islamic interests against the rest of humanity. 

10 ) The parliamentary enquiry needs to go after those halal certifiers who have deceitfully 
taken funds from businesses while promising them access to the international Islamic 
markets. This type of activity constitutes a fraud. Over many, many centuries Islamic 
countries have freely traded with the rest of the world without the need for halal-
certification taxes/schemes/rackets to be imposed on the trade goods. There is no need 
now for any such rackets and our government need to clarify these matters with the Islamic 
governments of the countries named in these halal export schemes. 



 

11) The existing Australian government 'livestock management, execution and processing' 
legislation provides for methods which are sanitary, humane and decent. While there is 
always room for improvement, we must accept that our Australian best-practice systems 
are far superior to anything found in the Islamic world. There is no reason to submit any of 
our Australian systems for animal slaughter to Islamic rule, governance or sovereignty. 

12) The example and evidence of this halal-certification tax/racket/scheme/rort in Australia 
establishes that there are aspects of the Islamic world which are completely antithetical to 
our Western traditions and standards. In fact they are inferior to our ways. We must root 
out and eradicate any and all impositions of Islamic systems, they are inferior to ours and  
are a negative imposition on our national well-being and security.  
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From: Karen Bisset  
Sent: Saturday, 25 July 2015 1:33 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third Party Certification of food.

I wish to support to the clear labelling of Halal Certified Food on all goods so certified on the
 following grounds:-

1. I am concerned about the ever increasing cost of food to Australian Consumers.
All business pass on the full cost of producing their product to the market place.
Halal certification fees are part of any business and are therefore included in the costs.
Many companies do not inform their consumers of Halal certification Fees.

2. I believe Halal Certification violates other religious beliefs, including mine.  I do not want
My food “blessed” or “slaughtered” in the name of another religion.

3. I believe the fees received by Halal Certification are used to support a religious group
That is not part of my religion and I object to having to support such religion  that is not
Part of my own.

4. Halal Slaughter and Kosher Slaughter violates animal welfare, something, as Australians
We have been proud of.

Please make it compulsory for all Halal Certified products to be clearly labelled.
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From:  
Sent: Saturday, 25 July 2015 2:50 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal Certification.

I would like to express my concern about Halal certification.
As an Australian citizen I am finding that my choice of buying Non Halal
certified products is being taken away.
It is difficult to identify a lot of Halal certified products as they
are not clearly labeled as such or not labeled as being certified.
I am not of the Muslim faith so therefor do not require the items to be
certified but am being forced to because of the enormous
amount of products that are Halal certified. As mentioned above my
freedom of choice as an Australian Citizen is being taken away.

Regards,
 Phillip Allen.
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From: Bob Mussett  
Sent: Saturday, 25 July 2015 4:46 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATION INQUIRY SUBMISSION 
Importance: High

NAME: R.J. Mussett
ADDRESS: 
PHONE: 

DATE 25rd July 2015

Dear Sir/Madam

RE: THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATION FOOD INQUIRY
I would like to add my submission to the inquiry regarding third party certification of
 foods. My concern is with HALAL Third Party Food and other products certification.
So many foods are currently CERTIFIED halal its almost impossible to go shopping and
 NOT avoid it. There doesn't seem to be any labelling guidelines whatsoever.  As you can
 see from the above list the majority of those foods need no certification to make them
 permissible for a Muslim to be able to enjoy them. It seems to me like everything is being
 CERTIFIED and the fees collected from gullible companies are being passed on to us, the
 consumer.   I can guarantee you the majority of Australians especially older Australians
 have no idea what the word HALAL means let alone what HALAL -C means to their hip
 pocket!

Most companies are not labelling their products halal despite having paid for the
 CERTIFICATION so how this is a marketing campaign or beneficial in any way in
 regards to sales is baffling.

I am truly astounded that we have this sort of cunning, deceitful rort in Australia.  I cannot
 begin to tell you how absolutely disgusted and ashamed of our government I am for
 allowing this sort of blatant thievery to continue and not just this government but the
 governments before as well who have remained gutless and clueless to what is going on
 around them.

I believe we have absolutely NO NEED to have halal-c foods in Australia.  I don't believe
 we should lower our animal welfare standards to meet a market like the middle east where
 animal welfare is almost non existent. We should concentrate on producing the best
 product we can.  I understand when cattle and other animals are slaughtered using any of
 the current two "halal" methods the animals stress hormones impact on the quality of the
 meat. 

Current schemes do not provide enough information for me to make an informed choice.  I
 wish to avoid all halal certified products totally.  I do not wish to financially support Islam
 for not even 1 cent.  It is not my religion and its not a religion I support.
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Anyone in business always recoups the costs of the goods and business through product
 pricing.  Anyone who says the prices are not passed onto the consumer is lying.  A rule of
 thumb for business is 30% expenses, 30% taxes, 30% business expansion and 10% for the
 owner.  Once you understand this basic rule of thumb its impossible to see how
 certification does NOT impact prices.

All certification impacts the pricing, we see the heart tick (amongst the dearest certificates
 I hear) which benefits ALL consumers, we know how that is suppose to help our health
 but there are NO health benefits with HALAL.  In fact I suspect quite the opposite, I
 would love to see studies on the impact of high levels of stress hormones in meat and the
 effect on the human glandular system. 

I understand the halal certificate helps export markets but if its at a cost to the domestic
 market I would say concentrate on markets that don't put that impost onto our country, our
 producers and our people.   We produce good quality, clean and healthy products if we
 have to lower our standards to meet a market I say we should be asking that market to up
 their standards or concentrate on emerging markets who want our excellent product.

As we can see from submission number 205 from Abdul Ayan where he states "

It is fair to say that halal certification, and particularly how certifiers practice it, has
 many deep seated problems. Their audit and supervision as well as their service
 provision are poor. There are also credible reports that some engage in corrupt,
 unethical and improper practices. The system allows them to do so and some
 therefore take full advantage of it. Halal certification has been widely described by
 leading members of the Muslim community, aptly in view, as a cash cow whose
 function is to collect as much money as possible in exchange for little or no provision
 of services beyond signing and issuing certificates."

As we can see from that above statement HALAL-C is a cash cow and we are the suckered
 cows.

In conclusion, I would like to state, it seems HALAL-C is not content with fleecing us
 through our foods, but also through transport, medicines, plastics etc etc in fact anything
 they can possible encourage people to certify they will.

It is time for the government to reflect the thinking of the people of this country and go
 into bat for what is right and what is just. We can see from the UK and their halal situation
 the push is on for no stunning in any abattoirs, here in Australia we have the WA Islamic
 society stating they oppose stunning.

I oppose all of it.  Along with 80,000 other people on the facebook page "boycott Halal".
 Not only that but every other Australian that I spoke to have never heard of HALAL.
 When I explain what it is, they are absolutely gob smacked our government would allow
 such a thing.

I am also disgusted our government would allow only MALE MUSLIM SLAUGHTER-
MEN to be hired in the majority of abattoirs. Does this mean we now allow discrimination
 in the workplace?

I would hope the Inquiry will address all the matters in way that is the best outcome for all
 Australians, I hope they take into account Australia's multi-faith, multi-race and multi-
culture populace and realise that no group should be forcing their ideas, beliefs, ideologies
 and thoughts onto others.  



Thank you,
Yours Sincerely,
R J Mussett (70 Years proud Australian) 

DATE 25/7/2015
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From: gurrier-j  
Sent: Saturday, 25 July 2015 8:37 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal Certification of Products

A Sbmission to The Senate Economic References Committee Re. Halal Certification of
 Products.
From Paul & Noelene Gurrier-Jones 

Dear Mesdames/Sirs
We would like to express our concern about halal certification.

So far as we can work out Halal certification of products is gained in exchange for paying
 fees to halal certification entrepreneurs. 

This fee for halal certification is then passed on by the marketers as an additional cost to us
 as consumers. This seems to us non Muslims like the payment of a religious tax to ensure
 a product is Islamic-ly approved or ‘halal’ 

Paying this religious tax hardly seems a fair go to us non Muslims. I cannot understand any
 govment that governs for all Australians condoniing such unfairness.

Further, halal certification seems to me like a racket when products such as water, milk
 nuts, honey and fish which are automatically halal,  being ‘halal certified’ by Islamic
 certification groups in exchange for fees. 

Why the lack of labelling to inform consumers that products have been ‘halal certified’ and
 fees paid to Islamic organisations & what the fees are used for. No wonder such lack of
 clarity leads to conspiracy theories that halal certification fees  end up in the hands of
 terrorists.

The biggest problem we have with halal certification is the lack of transparency about what
 happens to the money paid to  halal certification entrepreneurs & what it is used for. If all
 consumers pay an extra religious tax for the goods which are halal certified why does our
 Parliament not ensure that the funds are distributed equitably within Ausrtalia to all
 groupings religious or otherwise in our society?
Yours faithfullly,
Paul & Noelene Gurrier-Jones
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From:  
Sent: Saturday, 25 July 2015 9:18 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject:

I would really appreciate if our food labeling told us where  the ingredients came from not just where they are
 packaged (food coming from china being packaged in NZ).Religious certification needs to put on products as I
 dont support Halal or Kosher as I'm from neither of these religions and I should have a choice if I want to
 support the companies that do.Thank you Peter Teggans
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C.A.Boyle 
 

 
 

Mob:   
Email:  
 
25/07/2015 
 
The Senate Enquiry into Halal Certification schemes in Australia. 
 
 
I submit my objections to Halal Certification on foods sold in Australia on the following 
grounds. 
 
When GST was introduced by the federal government food was by law exempt from this 
GST tax.  
A: 
Halal certification is an additional cost to the producer, this is calculated into the cost of 
goods to arrive at a final wholesale selling price, in turn the retail-selling margin 
includes this Halal Certification cost thus inflating the final consumer selling price, 
thereby rendering it a hidden Tax by stealth?  
B: 
I am a consumer and as such should be protected by the stringent food labelling laws 
covering all food sold in Australia, if I buy Eggs are they free range or caged? 
To protect me against eating food that will conflict with my Allergies? Do they contain 
Nuts, Fat, Gluten, and how many Calories? 
C: 
Government has this past week introduced new labelling laws in regard to country of 
origin which must be clearly displayed on all packaging, I use these labels to determine 
what I purchase also in my consideration at point of purchase I wish to know if I am 
offending my religious believe. 
D: 
I consider Halal and Kosher symbols should appear clearly marked on all packaging and 
not be hidden from view or being too small to read or hidden in the folds or inside the 
packaging so that I may make an informed decision to buy. 
E: 
Australian producers who pay the Halal Certification have made a business decision to 
cater for a minority of Muslim people within Australia, the larger of these producers 
would argue they also export to Halal countries, well hello! Why should the Australian 
retail consumer as a whole support these producers with their export costs by paying a 
Halal certification fee Hidden TAX? 
   
In conclusion, my serious concern is that at the point of purchase, should I buy Halal 
marked food, I am aware that I am paying a hidden tax that has inflated the buying price, 
Kosher food maybe the same, on either account I am most unhappy with this situation, 
should the GST to raised by 50% to $0.15cents a higher penalty will apply. 
 
Yours truly 
Colin Boyle. 
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Noeleen Trueman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

DATE 23rd July 2015 

  

  

Dear Sir/Madam 

  

RE: THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATION FOOD INQUIRY 

  

I would like to add my submission to the inquiry regarding third party certification of foods. 

My concern is with HALAL Third Party Food and other products certification. 

  

TERMS OF REFERENCE OF INQUIRY  

1. The extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not 

limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and 

general food safety certification schemes; 

 So many foods are currently CERTIFIED halal it’s impossible to go shopping and avoid it.  

Whilst I don’t have a problem with Muslims having access to their foods, these should be 

available in speciality stores. 

We ,who do not require certified foods, toiletries etc. should be able to buy uncertified foods, 

toiletries etc. 



Certification should NOT be allowed to blanket any products. 

 

 Mr. Mohamed ElMouelhy takes great pleasure in assuring us that all sugar now available in 

Australia is halal Certified.  

  

  

  

2. Current labelling requirements of food certification schemes; 

 There doesn't seem to be any labelling guidelines whatsoever.  I have never seen any chicken 

halal-c labelled, never seen any beef or lamb halal-c but the majority have been slaughtered 

in an abattoir that is Halal-c and they have been slaughtered in the HALAL way.  We also see 

products like salt, flour, sugar, milk, butter, bread, etc. (for a full list see 

www.halalchoices.com.au)  

As you can see from the above list the majority of those foods need no certification to make 

them permissible for a Muslim to be able to enjoy them.  It seems to me like everything is 

being CERTIFIED and the fees collected from gullible companies are being passed on to us, 

the consumer.   I can guarantee you the majority of Australians especially older Australians 

have no idea what the word HALAL means let alone what HALAL -C means to their hip 

pocket!    

 Most companies are not labelling their products halal despite having paid for the 

CERTIFICATION so how this is a marketing campaign or beneficial in any way in regards to 

sales is baffling. 

 I am truly astounded that we have this sort of cunning, deceitful rort in Australia.    I cannot 

begin to tell you how absolutely disgusted and ashamed of our government I am for allowing 

this sort of blatant thievery to continue and not just this government but the governments 

before as well who have remained gutless and clueless to what is going on around them. 

http://www.halalchoices.com.au/


  

3. The need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees; 

 I believe we have absolutely NO NEED to have halal-c foods in Australia.  I don't believe 

we should lower our animal welfare standards to meet a market like the Middle East where 

animal welfare is almost non-existent.    We should concentrate on producing the best product 

we can.  I understand when cattle and other animals are slaughtered using any of the current 

two "halal" methods the animals stress hormones impact on the quality of the meat. 

 4. Whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to 

make informed purchasing decisions; 

 Current schemes do not provide enough information for me to make an informed choice.  I 

wish to avoid all halal certified products totally.  I do not wish to financially support Islam for 

not even 1 cent.  It is not my religion and its not a religion I support. 

  

 

5. Details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, 

and the potential for these to impact on prices for consumers; 

Anyone in business always recoups the costs of the goods and business through product 

pricing.  Anyone who says the prices are not passed onto the consumer is lying.  A rule of 

thumb for business is 30% expenses, 30% taxes, 30% business expansion and 10% for the 

owner.  Once you understand this basic rule of thumb it’s impossible to see how certification 

does NOT impact prices. 

All certification impacts the pricing, we see the heart tick (amongst the dearest certificates I 

hear) which benefits ALL consumers, we know how that is suppose to help our health but 

there are NO health benefits with HALAL.  In fact I suspect quite the opposite, I would love 

to see studies on the impact of high levels of stress hormones in meat and the effect on the 

human glandular system.   

  

6. The importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and 

returns to producers; 

I understand the halal certificate helps export markets but if its at a cost to the domestic 

market I would say concentrate on markets that don't put that impost onto our country, our 

producers and our people.   We produce good quality, clean and healthy products if we have 

to lower our standards to meet a market I say we should be asking that market to up their 

standards or concentrate on emerging markets who want our excellent product. 

  



7. The extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers 

including, but not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any 

related matters. 

 As we can see from submission number 205 from Abdul Ayan where he states " 

It is fair to say that halal certification, and particularly how certifiers practice 

it, has many deep seated problems. Their audit and supervision as well as their service 

provision are poor. There are also credible reports that some engage in corrupt, 

unethical and improper practices. The system allows them to do so and some therefore 

take full advantage of it. Halal certification has been widely described by leading 

members of the Muslim community, aptly in view, as a cash cow whose function is to 

collect as much money as possible in exchange for little or no provision of services 

beyond signing and issuing certificates." 

As we can see from that above statement HALAL-C is a cash cow and we are the suckered 

cows.  

  

In conclusion, I would like to state, it seems HALAL-C is not content with fleecing us 

through our foods, but also through transport, medicines, plastics etc. etc. in fact anything 

they can possible encourage people to certify they will. 

It is time for the government to reflect the thinking people of this country and go into bat for 

what is right and what is just.  We can see from the UK and their halal situation the push is on 

for no stunning in any abattoirs, here in Australia we have the WA Islamic society stating 

they oppose stunning. 

 I oppose all of it.  Along with 80,000 other people on the Facebook page "boycott 

Halal".  Not only that but every Australian that I spoke to have who have never heard of 

HALAL, when I explain what it is, they are absolutely gobsmacked our government would 

allow such a thing. 

I am also disgusted our government would allow only MALE MUSLIM SLAUGHTER-

MEN to be hired in the majority of abattoirs.  Does this mean we now allow discrimination in 

the workplace? 

 I would hope the Inquiry will address all the matters in way that is the best outcome for all 

Australians, I hope they take into account Australia's multi-faith, multi-race and multi-culture 

populace and realize that no group should be forcing their ideas, beliefs, ideologies and 

thoughts onto others.   

  

Thank you 

  



  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Regards 

  

Noeleen Trueman 

  

  

DATE 23/7/2015 
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From: reg speedie  
Sent: Sunday, 26 July 2015 1:22 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal fees a Racket

To whom it may concern
I believe that the Halal fees paid on food go towards the sponsoring of terrorism. I am a Christian
 whose friends both Christian and non Christian have stopped eating food that has got Halal
 certification. Vegemite has Halal certification at least ten of a group of twelve of us have
 stopped eating it because of Muslims.
We see Muslims as enemies of Australians  because they have declared war on this country. 
Halal certification discriminated against those who do not like Islam for obvious reasons.
 Christians cannot eat Halal food as it is food sacrificed to an idol a moon God.
Islam is a religion of blood thirsty people.
It is another step closer to Muslims taking away our freedom of choice apart from them affecting
 our Freedom of Speech.
If you go to you tube and type  in search 3 stages of Jihad you should find a video from
 Acts17Apologetics a philosopher who has established a Christian ministry on youtube. He gives
 numerous examples of his claims from the Quran and their relationship to each stage of Jihad.
He has a ministry directed at Muslims in the United States and has some timely warnings to
 issue.
Islam ruined Lebanon which wasonce a thriving Democracy until the Muslims got their tentacles
 into Lebanon and look at it today.
Please take seriously anyone who declares war on your homeland. Please do looks into the term
 Taqiyah which is when Muslims are taught to be apparent friends with you but in their heart and
 soul they curse you and possibly plot against you. This is part of they first stage of Jihad.

Regards 
Reg Speedie

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=DERMODYK
mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au
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From: Kevin Jorgensen  
Sent: Friday, 31 July 2015 11:30 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal certification
 
 

1: 

Please be advised that I submit my own findings into the halal certification of our domestic
 goods here in Australia, with some comparison to other food certification classifications in
 Australia.

Please note that this submission is in no way intended to defame or willfully discriminate
 against any person, persons, companies or certifying government/private entities.

 

2: My personal view on halal certification

For a country that currently hosts only 2.09% of the population identifying themselves as
 Muslims I fail to even remotely comprehend how an Islamic tax/fee scheme can be
 imposed on over 90% of Australia's non-export domestic food product.

Regardless of the rhetoric published to attempt to justify why almost all of our domestic
 goods, particularly the vast majority of supermarket goods, carry an Islamic food
 certification, given the vast majority of the population is non-Muslim; I remain
 unconvinced that it is necessary to halal certify our domestic consumer products and I cite
 the companies, governing bodies and supporters of this 'scheme' as unethical and
 discriminative towards non-Muslims - that being over 97% of the Australian population.

My personal goal is to see this deceptively hidden certification removed from our domestic
 products. Please note here I fully agree with the need to halal certify export goods
 marketed to Islamic countries, if truly needed, as trade is indeed vital to every country's
 economic survival, and to this end I hold the unwavering view that halal certification, if at
 all really necessary, should only apply to export goods.

It has been my personal undertaking to advise as many people whom I am in contact with
 to boycott paying towards this Islamic scheme imposed on the Australian people.

 

3: How I became aware of the hidden halal certification scheme on our domestic
 product

I first became aware of the extent of halal certified goods, particularly those in the
 supermarkets, in early 2015 when I noticed a product I purchased had a halal certified
 label on it. This was not an imported or overseas product. I mentioned to someone who
 worked on shelf filling/stacking at a local supermarket, upon seeing this label, who



 remarked halal certification is on a lot of goods.

I then started to investigate how much of our domestic local product is halal certified. To
 my astonishment I found that I had been paying for halal certification on almost all of my
 domestic non- export goods purchases for quite some time, and in one case, dating back to
 1993.

Following this discovery I began to check with some suppliers if their products were halal
 certified even though I could not find halal certified labels on their products. I discovered
 there were numerous products on our local domestic supermarket shelves that were in fact
 halal certified despite the absence of a clear label stating the products were indeed
 carrying this Islamic certification.

 

4: Market Resistance: My personal campaign to voice my opposition to halal
 certification

As I do not support the Islamic religion, without prejudice, I began a personal campaign to
 request the food supplying companies place a clearly visible label on any products on our
 local domestic supermarket shelves that are halal certified. I did so through the said food
 supplying companies Contact Us links on their websites, e-mail addresses and in some
 cases directly via telephone.

Some of the companies initially replied to my enquiry stating that they are not required to
 place labels on their products showing their goods are halal certified. To this end I
 elevated my enquiry to the various food standards governing bodies who confirmed they
 do not require or enforce food suppliers to place a halal certified label on domestic
 supplied goods.

I cite in this first instance that failing to disclose to the consumer that they are paying a
 halal certified tax/fee on their domestic product purchases is completely unacceptable,
 deceptive and unethical.

I started to publish my findings on social media and before long had found a large number
 of Australians had already been doing the same thing with regards to protesting paying
 this hidden tax/fee on our domestic product. I was able to take advantage of the invaluable
 works of people like Halal Choices, Boycott Halal in Australia and Boycott Halal
 Certification in Australia and the website nonhalal.com.au. These good people gave an
 end user/consumer like myself the ability to easily use websites and mobile phone apps to
 determine if the products I am purchasing are halal certified or not.

It was at this point I created a web page regarding my findings in direct relation to the halal
 certification of our domestic product, which I refer companies and people to that I am in
 contact with so they are made aware of this issue and to help reduce the repetitive 'canned'
 replies to my enquiries from the various companies that support halal certification on our
 domestic goods.

My web page on this issue can be visited at:

http://www.dmc1961.id.au/halalcertification.php

http://www.dmc1961.id.au/halalcertification.php


5: The 'canned' replies received from companies I contacted

The feedback from companies and governing bodies to date have been completely
 unsatisfactory.

Please find detailed herein items 5.1-5.6 being the 'canned' replies section noted in my web
 page and my points of contention in response to their unsatisfactory responses to my
 complaints:

5.1: The company/organisation does not support any religious or political group

My response: In supporting halal certification of products on our Australian shelves,
 companies/organisations are supporting the Islamic religion.

5.2: There is no cost to the consumer as the halal certification is paid for by the company.

My response: By a customer paying for a halal certified product this enables the
 company/organisation to then pay for halal certification, so essentially the customer is
 paying for the certification through paying for the certified products.

5.3: We hope that you continue to support our Australian product

My response: By having a halal based product on our domestic shelves is not providing an
 Australian product, moreover it is providing a specific group of people in Australia with a
 product. Non-muslims do not need to eat halal nor should they be expected to.

5.4: We provide halal certified products in the same regards as kosher, heart smart, sugar
 free etc...

My response: As seen in our supermarkets most products; gluten free, Asian foods,
 Mexican, Italian, sugar-free, heart smart all have their own sections and believe this
 should also apply to halal based products. In this way the average consumer of
 mainstream products is only buying those non-certified products and those seeking halal
 products can go to the respective section.

5.5: Our products do not bear any halal certified labeling as we do not use this as a selling
 tool.

My response: By not clearly showing products are halal certified tends to indicate that by
 not having the label present is a marketing tool as the average Australian will most likely
 not purchase a halal/Islamic product in as much as they would not necessarily purchase a
 product carrying a fee that supports any other religious, political or social group.

5.6: We have halal certification to be able to market to overseas Islamic countries.

My response: This is fine with me, we need international trade and this is vital for our
 country to be able to market our locally produced goods overseas, but I still fail to see that
 I have to pay for a locally produced product that carries with it the halal certification, why
 is the Australian consumer forced to pay for an overseas certification?

 

6: Why does a consumer product need a certificate?

I have been witness to the constant comparison of halal certification on goods to those of
 other categories such as gluten free, Australian Owned, Heart Smart, dairy free and



 various others. While these other categories are dietary observances for those who need to
 observe them for health reasons, halal certification is a religious observance so cannot be
 identified as the same. The overwhelming number of goods that are halal certified in our
 domestic supermarkets far outnumber the here stated categories which are mostly shelved
 in their own sections. At my current supermarket of choice, were halal certified goods to
 be placed in their own section, I estimate this would occupy between 80-90% of the store.
 From the vast number of products that I can now no longer purchase, it would appear that
 the reverse would be necessary and that would be to have a non-halal certified section in
 the local supermarkets.

I also note the direct inference to kosher certified goods in the supermarket also needing
 review. The amount of kosher goods represented in supermarkets is in a vast minority and
 falls into a small category, as do the previously listed certifications, as opposed to halal
 certified products which occupy most of the supermarket shelves.

Consider the humble apple - the apple is 'allowable' for most if not all consumers
 regardless of their dietary or religious/non-religious observance. It does not need a piece
 of paper to certify it is allowed to be consumed and to this end, given halal certification
 has only been around these past two decades, I question what Muslims did before we had
 a halal certification schemes in place.

As I have observed first-hand Muslim and non-Muslim consumers know by the ingredient
 listings displayed on product labels as to whether a product is able to be consumed/used.
 A product does not need a certification of any description when reviewing the product in
 hand based on the ingredient listing itself. This has been something I have used at times
 throughout my life when following a specific diet for any particular reason.

 

7: What choices do I have - a perspective on my daily shopping

The reality for me now is that I have gone from having a multitude of product choice to
 being reduced to a very limited selection of goods that I now purchase. This has been
 quite an educational process but to put things into perspective, as I refuse to pay the
 Islamic tax/fee on my domestic food purchases, here is a general summary of what brand
 based choice remains for me in my supermarket purchases:

- 2 brands of milk
- 1-2 brands of cheese, cream and dairy
- 2-3 sauces and condiments 
- 1 spices and food additives
- 1-2 choices of biscuits
- 1-2 choices of chips, crisps
- 0-1 choices of chicken
- 0-1 choices of meat products
- 1-2 choices of coffee, tea
- 1 choice of jam/spread
- 1-2 choices of vegemite styled product
- 1 choice of peanut butter
- 1-2 choices of confectionery

Please note the above figures, were they represented in percentages, would indicate I now
 have lost well over 90% of my product choice owing to the proliferation of halal
 certification on our domestic product.



I have now been able to skillfully remove halal certified goods from my purchases but I
 have now lost most of my traditional favourite products, some I have purchased since I
 was a young boy.

 

8: Conversations with various supermarket customers and staff

As indicated earlier in this report, I have taken time to alert my fellow shoppers of the
 amount of halal certified product on our shelves and most people are completely unaware,
 as I was, that they were paying halal certification fees on their domestic food choices.

I have been met with gratitude for my alerting them and have shared with them the tools I
 use to identify halal certified goods when shopping.

My interaction with store staff has been varied from them being completely unaware of
 anything being halal certified to some expressing their admiration for my stance on this
 issue and fully encouraging me to continue, as they are appalled at the amount of goods
 that are halal certified.

Two of the meat industry people I have spoken to are fully aware that our beef industry has
 been halal certified for a very long time but they cite the often absence of an imam to pray
 the shahadah over the livestock shows this vital part of halal certification is not being
 done. Gleaning from their intonation in the conversation they too do not approve of this
 scheme on our domestic beef market.

Most of the supermarkets I have complained to about their own internal bakery and
 selected goods being halal certified have not bothered to respond.

 

9: Incorrect media and political comments made to support halal certification

For quite some time now I have observed a sustained attempt, particularly by the media, to
 present Australians who oppose halal certification as bullies, racist, ignorant and
 uneducated. In one instance I complained about a reporter from Adelaide who started to
 share a story about high school students filming fights, or more so films of physical
 bullying, and posting this on Facebook. And in the next sentence the reporter launched
 into a discussion that people who boycott companies for selling halal certified foods are
 the same kind of bullies. I still to this day fail to see how protesting against paying a
 mostly hidden religious tax/fee on our domestic food as bullying - I have yet to fully
 determine why the media are so keen to support halal certification on our domestic good.

Such unbalanced reporting by the Australian media at large, with the exception of a slim
 few, have tainted people like myself who simply wish to boycott paying this tax/fee, as
 being bullies, Islamaphobic, racist, bigoted... and the list of unjust and incorrect insults
 goes on.

Broadcast statements from some politicians seem to follow the media slur on people who
 protest against halal certification on domestic goods. They cite unfounded outcomes such
 as food prices going up on food if this is removed and that it will affect our export market.
 Firstly reducing a company's burden to only paying halal certification on their export
 goods will certainly see a reduction in food pricing as this tax/fee will be removed from
 domestic goods. Secondly the products in question are not export goods but domestic
 goods, so have nothing to do with requiring halal certification as the said products are not



 marketed or sold to Muslim countries - they are purchased here in Australia by non-
Muslim consumers.

Again drawing on my own experience whilst overseas, I have seen some of our export
 products and also seen the same product supplied from the specific countries I visited.
 While the labels on the products look familiar, the units of measure (fl .oz, pounds etc) are
 different on the label to our domestic product and the distribution and contact information
 on the products shows the details for the local country's details, not those of Australia. To
 this end companies trying to use the excuse of different labelling costs for their product as
 being the core reason their products do not bear a halal certified symbol is completely
 false and deceptive.

A comment from one politician that halal certification on our domestic goods is here to
 stay demonstrates a political representative, or party, that is completely out of touch with
 their electorate on this issue. If halal certification is here to stay, then so is my continued
 boycott of these products as I, and many like me, refuse to pay towards an 'entity' that we
 do not support. Citizens can demonstrate their rights through dollars and votes (or lack
 thereof as the case may be).

 

10: Halal certification of transport companies

What most Australians are unaware of is in addition to the hidden halal certification on our
 domestic goods is the fees the transport companies are expected to pay if they are
 involved in the shipment of halal certified products. So again the extortion of fees from
 transport companies, and possibly other related services, serves to add to the income of
 the halal certifying entities.

Again, this is completely unacceptable and highlights the feeling most people feel that the
 halal certification schemes are a rort.

 

11: Funding terrorism

There has been a lot of speculation on where the fees for halal certification goes and there
 is a strong undertone amidst the Australian people, based on what we see happening
 throughout the world in the name of Islam, coupled with the often intolerant and
 inflammatory statements made within Australia by their local imams, that these said fees
 fund terrorism.

Whilst overseas there have been qualified and proven cases that the fees received through
 Islamic entities within the respective countries, be they fees or donations, have funded the
 Islamic Brotherhood, there is still no published proof that this is happening in Australia.

Given that investigations undertaken in Australia to date have not been able to determine if
 halal certification fees or mosque based donations fund known terrorist groups (as it has
 been seen in some countries overseas), as a consumer it is my view this is best left to the
 Australian authorities to qualify. My stance is against paying a fee towards an entity that I
 do not support and my concern is how this deception of funding Islam through our
 domestic food sources has been allowed to function for so long.

 



12: Summary - Closing comments

It is my hope that this enquiry sees the removal of halal certification fees on our domestic
 products, which has been my focus since undertaking this personal campaign, now joining
 many others, to see the removal of this deceptively hidden money scheme attached to our
 domestic non-export product.

Australia is a non-Muslim country, with only 2% of the population being Islamic, and
 regardless of how the whole halal certification system on our domestic goods is 'spun', I
 and many like me remain unconvinced this to be a fair and just fees system to be imposed
 on the Australian people and its companies. Australians see this conduct much like that
 seen in the resulting class actions against the banks for their unfair fees. Perhaps
 Australians will start to seek compensation against companies that have been deceptively
 charging people for halal certification for a very long time without their knowledge?

Based on our already high standard of domestic Australian goods detailing product
 ingredients, warnings (may contain nut products etc) and consumer contact information on
 the product labels, individuals following any kind of dietary observance are completely
 informed and do not necessarily need certifications to help them determine if a particular
 product is allowed to be consumed/used. The now extensive ingredients listings seen on
 our products always serves to give the consumer 'peace of mind'.

I cite the conduct of governing food bodies and the companies selling halal certified goods
 without clear labelling to inform consumers that they are paying towards the Islamic entity
 as deceptive, unethical and un-Australian.

I cite any boycotting of halal certified products by myself and my fellow Australians as
 showing Market Resistance, not bullying. The deliberate and hateful vilification of
 individuals, or groups, for not wishing to pay for halal certified goods is discriminatory
 and leaves one to continually question the motives by those perpetrating such behaviour?

I cite that enforcing the average non-Muslim Australian to be expected to pay for halal
 certification, regardless of how the justifications are presented, as simply un-Australian
 and contravenes a consumers rights and freedom of choice as indicated in Item 7 of this
 report.

I state that under no circumstances would I expect _any_ Australian consumer to pay a fee
 on any food or consumer good that represented a religious, social or political group that I
 was part of without the would-be consumer being completely informed that they were
 paying towards the said group. In this case it would be through a notification on labelling
 of the respective food or consumer good clearly showing something to the wording of
 "Proudly Supporting" or "XYZ Certified".

No other religious representation affecting domestic foods and consumer goods is as
 prolific as halal certification and I fail to see nor be convinced that it is anything that
 needs to be in Australia other than something required for only our export goods.

Regardless of the outcome of the senate enquiry, were it not to see the removal of halal
 certification on our domestic products/goods, I will continue to not support a tax/fee
 scheme that pays towards an entity that I do not support.

The failure for the companies, media outlets and some political groups to hear the
 consumer complaints and concerns of the Australian people opposed to halal certification
 demonstrates a lack of bias and naturally will result in the downturn of financial income
 for companies, the loss of readership/following for various media outlets and votes for



 politicians. Australia is still a democracy and every Australian deserves the right of the
 freedom of choice.

Kevin and Amanda Jorgensen
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26th July 2015 

  

  

Dear Sir/Madam 

  

RE: THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATION FOOD INQUIRY 

  

I would like to add my submission to the inquiry regarding third party certification of foods. 
My concern is with HALAL Third Party Food and other products certification. 

  

TERMS OF REFERENCE OF INQUIRY 

  

1. The extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not 
limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and 
general food safety certification schemes; 

It seems like all foods now are halal certified, milk, butter, cheese, salt, sugar, flour and the 
list goes on and on.   To avoid Halal-Certification is almost impossible as most products 
don’t have a halal-cert label.  

   

2. Current labelling requirements of food certification schemes; 

The current labelling laws are useless and most labels are non-existent.  I have never seen 
meat or chicken with a halal sticker but I know almost all chicken is halal-c and almost all 
beef is Halal slaughtered and certified.   I’ve also read the study the MLA did on stress 
hormones in the meat and am horrified.  When did all this happen???  I thought we non 
reversible stunned all our cattle to the highest humane treatment we possibly could.   I’m 
absolutely horrified to think we are killing over 9 million cattle each year in such a way that 
is heartbreaking.  



 Not only that almost everyone I have spoken with have no idea what HALAL means let 
alone HALAL-Certification.  When I explain to them what it’s all about they are generally 
stunned.  

First you hear HALAL – certification is a religious requirement and then you hear it’s a 
marketing strategy, from my point of view neither is correct.  No Muslim needs their food 
HALAL- CERTIFIED and clearly it’s not a marketing strategy as nothing is labelled so that 
leaves me with the impression there’s a bit of arm twisting going on for prophet, oops sorry 
profit.  

 I am truly astounded that we have this sort of cunning, deceitful rort in Australia.    I cannot 
begin to tell you how absolutely disgusted and ashamed of our government I am for allowing 
this sort of blatant thievery to continue and not just this government but the governments 
before as well who have remained gutless and clueless to what is going on around them. 

  

3. The need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees; 

 I believe we have absolutely NO NEED to have halal-c foods in Australia.  I don't believe 
we should lower our animal welfare standards to meet a market like the Middle East where 
animal welfare is almost non-existent.    We should concentrate on producing the best product 
we can.  We should be doing the slaughter in the best possible way we can that gives the best 
outcomes.  Our product would be in demand for that reason alone.   Do we sink our standards 
or do we make other rise up to a better way? 

  

4. Whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to 
make informed purchasing decisions; 

 Current schemes do not provide enough information for me to make an informed choice.  I 
wish to avoid all halal certified products totally.  I do not wish to financially support Islam for 
not even 1 cent.  It is not my religion and it’s not a religion I support. 

  

5. Details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, 
and the potential for these to impact on prices for consumers; 

Anyone in business always recoups the costs of the goods and business through product 
pricing.  Anyone who says the prices are not passed onto the consumer is lying.  A rule of 
thumb for business is 30% expenses, 30% taxes, 30% business expansion and 10% for the 
owner.  Once you understand this basic rule of thumb it’s impossible to see how certification 
does NOT impact prices and or business.   

All certification impacts the pricing, we see the heart tick (amongst the dearest certificates I 
hear) which benefits ALL consumers, we know how that is supposed to help our health but 
there are NO health benefits with HALAL.  In fact I suspect quite the opposite, I would love 



to see studies on the impact of high levels of stress hormones in meat and the effect on the 
human body.  

  

 

6. The importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and 
returns to producers; 

I understand the halal certificate helps export markets but if it’s at a cost to the domestic 
market I would say concentrate on markets that don't put that impost onto our country, our 
producers and our people.   We produce good quality, clean and healthy products if we have 
to lower our standards to meet a market I say we should be asking that market to up their 
standards or concentrate on emerging markets who want our excellent product. 

  

7. The extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers 
including, but not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any 
related matters. 

 As we can see from submission number 205 from Abdul Ayan where he states " 

It is fair to say that halal certification, and particularly how certifiers practice it, has 
many deep seated problems. Their audit and supervision as well as their service 
provision are poor. There are also credible reports that some engage in corrupt, 
unethical and improper practices. The system allows them to do so and some therefore 
take full advantage of it. Halal certification has been widely described by leading 
members of the Muslim community, aptly in view, as a cash cow whose function is to 
collect as much money as possible in exchange for little or no provision of services 
beyond signing and issuing certificates." 

As we can see from that above statement HALAL-C is a cash cow and what more proof does 
this inquiry need to see that as consumers are getting hit they are recoiling and spending less.  
We refuse to be a cash cow for a religion we do not support nor trust.   

  

In conclusion, I would like to state, it seems HALAL-C is not content with fleecing us 
through our foods, but also through transport, medicines, plastics etc. etc. in fact anything 
they can possible encourage people to certify they will. 

It is time for the government to reflect the thinking people of this country and go into bat for 
what is right and what is just.  We can see from the UK and their halal situation the push is on 
for no stunning in any abattoirs, here in Australia we have the WA Islamic society stating 
they oppose stunning. 

  



I oppose all of it.  Along with 80,000 other people on the Facebook page "boycott 
Halal".  Not only that but every other Australian that I spoke to have never heard of 
HALAL.  When I explain what it is, they are absolutely gobsmacked our government would 
allow such a thing. 

I am also disgusted our government would allow only MALE MUSLIM SLAUGHTER-
MEN to be hired in the majority of abattoirs.  Does this mean we now allow discrimination in 
the workplace? 

  

I would hope the Inquiry will address all the matters in way that is the best outcome for all 
Australians if ever there was need for a happiness check amongst the population this is the 
time.  

I hope you also take into account Australia's multi-faith, multi-race and multi-culture 
populace and realize that no group should be forcing their ideas, beliefs, ideologies and 
thoughts onto others and that all foods should be free of religious overtones in respect for 
others of different faiths whose sensibilities may be offended.  

  

Thank you 

Karen McCawe 

26.7.15 
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From: Robert Goodwin 
Sent: Sunday, 26 July 2015 9:59 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: inquiry into third party certification of food to the Senate Economics References Committee

To Whom it may concern

Senate Standing Committees on Economics
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600

Phone: +61 2 6277 3540
Fax: +61 2 6277 5719
economics.sen@aph.gov.au

On 13 May 2015, the Senate referred an inquiry into third party certification of food to the
 Senate Economics References Committee for inquiry.

Hello My Names is Robert Goodwin of   .   I am
 writing to tell you that I strongly object to paying HALLAL TAX .  I  DO MY BEST NOT TO
 BUY IT .  But its near impossible to feed our family  with out accidently buying Halal food
 and paying the inflated halal fee then adding company profits and then finally  GST on
 take away Foods when we treat our family  .  Companies are not honest and open about
 stating there foods HALAL status . 

 Halal is nothing but a modern day scam  to provide a lot of money to a select few to buy
 out our best land  and businesses with its  profits .  I believe it should be out lawed   and at
 the very least  very clearly labelled  with a  sign on the packet  1/3  of the product label
 stating this food  has Islamic  Halal certification fees added to the price .  Halal is a scam to
 obtain benefit from the non believers as even in the Koran . 

 All a Muslim need do to there food prior to eating it is say a prayer just like a Christian 
 says grace .  Now Imagine if Christians added a certification fee to foods as well?  Imagine
 the public uproar from the non religious ?     
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As a Christian I am not supposed to eat food blessed for a false moon good . Yet I
 continually find myself  accidently eating it due to no laws enforcing the fact it is  blessed
 for Muslim  consumption .   
 
Meat is near impossible to buy  unless I want t live on pork for the rest of my life .  Meat
 that is bought in bulk often has Halal stated on the box but when its repacked for retail
 nothing is mentioned  about  its Halal certification taxes  added to the price . 
 
If Halal is to continue I want  halal fees to be a tax deduction and people  need to be able
 to read there grocery receipt  and claim the amount paid to halal when its not of there
 religion .  Just like GST is a tax on the people so is Halal a TAX. It needs to be measured and
 accounted for on our receipts. 
 
Robert Goodwin 
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Stephen DeVenny 

 

 
PH:  
11/07/2015 
 
RE; Third party Certifications 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Senate Standing Committees on Economics  
 PO Box 6100 Parliament House    
 Canberra ACT 2600  
 Phone: +61 2 6277 3540 
 Fax: +61 2 6277 5719 
 Email: economics.sen@aph.gov.au  
 
 
 
Submission to Part (A) in terms of reference for Third Party certification of foods 
 
I have no problem with food safety certification schemes such as HACCP or 
organically certified foods. I do however have deep concerns about religiously 
certified foods Such as Halal Certification and Kosher Certification. Article 9 of the 
human rights act states freedom of and freedom from religion and religious 
interference. If halal produce are sold without our consent and knowledge and funds a 
religion we do not want to be part of that is a violation of our human rights.I 
particularly am concerned of the abundance of Halal Certified food and other goods. I 
am not a religious person and find it difficult to purchase products that are not Halal 
Certified there also seems to be a very large number of Halal Certifiers for a small 
population of Isalamists in this country.  Through my own investigations I have found 
that the money from Halal Certification goes toward furthering the Islamic cause this 
is something I do not want to be a part of.  If we cant ban this religious Certification it 
needs to be on a user pays system where the Islamic community pay the producers to 
produce a Halal certified product. From my investigations it seem that all Sugar, Baby 
food and Gelatine just to name a few are Halal Certified 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Submission to Part (B) in terms of reference for Third Party certification of foods 
 
Current labelling requirements for food Certification schemes seem to be non existent 
but if there are any they need to be more stringent as many products that are Halal 
Certified do not carry any labelling at all. 
Most of the meat in supermarkets and butchers has been slaughtered in a Halal 
Certified Abattoir but you rarely see the Halal Certified symbol on the packaging 
 
 
 
 
 
Submission to Part (C) in terms of reference for Third Party certification of foods 
 
 
There should be a legal obligation for labelling of foods that have been Halal 
Certified. Though better still would be a complete ban on Halal Certification as it is 
not needed what did the Islamic people eat before Halal Certification they merely 
need to pray over their food before consumption.  
As I stated earlier I am not a religious person and do not wish to purchase products 
that have been religiously blessed how am I to know which foods have been Halal 
Certified if there is no label stating that it has been. 
 
 
 
Submission to Part (D and E) in terms of reference for Third Party certification of 
foods 
 
There are many large companies that are paying for Halal Certification but do not 
have any labelling stating they are. Some of theses companies are Kellogg’s, 
Sanitarium and Nestles. There are also Dairy products and bread products that do not 
have any labelling also. Some have web sites but it is very difficult to find all the 
information. Why are some companies paying for Halal Certification when clearly 
their products are naturally Halal so obviously these schemes do not provide the 
consumer with any information. I am also aware of the Halal Slaughter method of 
using only Muslim men to do the slaughter and the no stun or reversible stun is used 
causing the animal to suffer more than if the full stun method is used. As well as the 
animal suffering more there is an issue with discrimination where only Muslim males 
are allowed to be slaughtermen I can imagine the outrage if there where only 
Christian males allowed to be slaughtermen. We can have a look at cost of 
certification   Firstly we have the Ritual Halal slaughter method, which is performed 
by a Muslim male the slaughter house pay a fee to be Halal Certified then a transport 
company needs to pay a fee to be Halal Certified then the Wholesaler pays a fee to be 
Halal Certified all theses fees get passed on to the consumer making the end product 
more expensive for no real benefit. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Submission to Part (F) in terms of reference for Third Party certification of foods 
 
 
 
We are told that we need to have Halal Certification for Export markets this would 
suggest that most of our exported meat goes to Islamic countries. The USA is our 
largest importer followed by Japan then Korea with China showing big interest none 
of these countries are Islamic and would not need Halal Certification. If there is a 
need for some places for Halal Certification then have specific slaughterhouses for 
them and let the majority have their meat free from religious sanctions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Submission to Part (G) in terms of reference for Third Party certification of foods 
 
 
 
It is very difficult to obtain any information of how much certification costs are, what 
are the processes involved and whom are the fees paid to. When you look at the 
Certifiers they are mostly Islamic organizations that are registered non-for profit hard 
to believe when we are told Halal Certification is worth billions of dollars   
 
Yours sincerely 
Stephen DeVenny 
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From: Jenny Kilroe-Smith  
Sent: Sunday, 26 July 2015 1:02 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: halal certification

To those it may concern,
Please stop this halal certification racket, it is raising prices and
helping terrorists. These rorts need to be stopped before it's to late.
Yours sincerely,
Jenny Kilroe-Smith
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From: Malcolm Hamilton-Ritchie 
Sent: Sunday, 26 July 2015 1:35 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Submission: To Senate Inquiry: Third Party Certification of Food.

I do not agree that I should be required to pay extra for the certification of food products to support any
 Religious or other Third Party.

If such certification must occur:-

Labelling on the front of the package must clearly identify which certification has been applied.

The labelling must be easily visible and readable in plain English.

These specially certified products need to be located separately from general food products in the store.

These separate locations in the store should be clearly identifiable.

I respectfully request that for all food products sold in our stores, I am able to knowingly buy without paying
 extra for Religious or other Third Party Certification.

Thank you.

Malcolm D. Hamilton-Ritchie. 
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From: Roger and Merrawyn McCauley  
Sent: Sunday, 26 July 2015 2:27 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Cc: roger & Merrawyn McCauley
Subject: Food Certification Schemes

Senate Standing Committe on Economics

Dear Sirs/Madams,

We write regarding the enquiry into food certification schemes.

 We submit that halal certification for food is unnecessary.

In relation to point b ) we believe that labelling should be obvious and transparent.

e} details regarding certification fees paid and price impact potential should be clear

g) it should be clear where certification fees go.

We should not be required to eat food sacrificed in accordance with Islamic religious practice.

  We believe Australian purchasers should not be paying in support of halal products and in support of
 Islamic causes. Therefore we believe legislation should be enacted prohibiting fees being imposed
 for Halal certification,

Yours faithfully,

Roger and Merrawyn McCauley 
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27th July 2015 
 

 
To 
The Senate Economic References Committee:  economics.sen@aph.gov.au 
  
Re Inquiry on ‘halal certification’  
  
  
Dear Committee, 
  
   Endeavour Forum Inc. is a pro-life, pro-family women's NGO which has special 
consultative status with the Economic & Social Council of the UN.  At the UN we 
have Observer status and do what we can to lobby against the attempts by the 
Organisation of Islamic Co-operation to impose blasphemy laws (similar to those 
in Saudi Arabia and Pakistan) on all UN Member States. 
  
  We oppose payment for Halal certification of foods going to Islamic 
organisations.  If Muslims wish to ensure that various foods are free of alcohol or 
pork products, there should be an Australian government food authority to certify 
this and Muslims organisations should pay for the costs involved. These costs 
should not be imposed on hapless consumers who do not even know they are 
paying this Muslim tax. 
  
l. Bottled water, milk, cat food and SPC fruit tins do not require Halal 
certification.  Requiring this is just a racket. 
  
2.  Other products which have been targeted for Halal certification are nuts, honey 
and fish.  These are automatically Halal and do not require additional certification.   
  
3.  We object to the lack of prominent labeling to ensure buyers know which are 
Halal certified products and that the price of these include a Halal payment which 
goes to Islamic organisations. 
  
4.  We object to the dedication to ‘Allah’ when animals and chickens are killed - 
this is  is not supported by people of other religions and those of no faith. 
  
5.  We object to he ritual killing of animals – in most abattoirs they have to stun 
the animal first, though they are often allowed ‘reversible stunning’. However, 
there are around 17 abattoirs that have an ‘exemption’ for this, despite numerous  
investigations. 
  

 

ENDEAVOUR FORUM INC. 
NGO in special consultative status with ECOSOC of the UN 

Phone:  
Fax:    
e-mail:  
Web:  www.endeavourforum.org.au  
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6.  We object to the fact that the funds raised by Halal certification are used for the 
promotion of Islam since most of the halal certifying bodies (around 20 in 
Australia) are associated with Islamic Councils, including the Australian 
Federation of Islamic Councils, the peak body, because Islam is not only a religion 
but also a totalitarian political ideology. 
  
7.  Halal certification for a fee amounts to a religious tax and this is unacceptable 
in Australia which is a secular democracy. 
  
Mrs. Babette Francis, 
National & Overseas Co-ordinator 
  
24 July 2015 
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From:  
Sent: Sunday, 26 July 2015 3:37 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Submission; Third Party Certification of Food

NAME & ADDRESS TO REMAIN ANONYMOUS

I am in support of food labelling to be mandatory as I want to be able to make informed
 choices as to what to put in my shopping trolley.  Personally, I am opposed to the
 increasing amount of companies that pay for halal certification but then choose to hide or
 omit their labels from consumers.  I am not muslim and want to be able to buy my food
 without being forced into contributing to a religious tax.
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Dear Senate Commitee Members 

 I would like to make a couple of points regarding Halal food in Australia. Firstly, halal is a 
practice REQUIRED only by those following Sharia law, therefore required by a very small 
number of people in Australia. 

Second, those of us who do not follow sharia law do not want to eat halal food. SURELY, we 
have the right to be able to choose products accordingly? Currently it seems we do not have 
this right, as there are no labelling laws pertaining to halal production, we are often forced 
to buy halal foods.  

I object to this for 2 reasons – firstly, as a cattle producer I know how cruel and barbaric the 
halal slaughter practice is. I desperately do not wish to support it, and most Australians, if 
they were aware of the practice, would also not support it if given a choice. Second, as a 
Christian I object to having my money used to expand Islam in Australia, this should not be 
forced upon me as it currently is. 

There is often an excuse given that halal certification generates export income, and this is at 
risk if we label halal food here – I contend it is not. I am not advocating halal manufacturing 
be banned, just that it must be labelled - there can be no disadvantage to exporters in doing 
this. Hopefully some will choose to produce non halal products as well, but this in no way 
impacts their halal products and markets. 

Finally it bemuses me how this situation has developed, as a very small number of 
Australians follow sharia law. If any of my points have a counter argument, and are not 
implemented I would like to be informed of the reasoning. The public has been kept in the 
dark for far too long. 

Sincerely, Jason Hall       
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From: richard Joyce  
Sent: Sunday, 26 July 2015 5:07 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATION OF FOOD.

TERM a. The extent of food certification schemes.
All Australians need to know the full extent for all scientific, safety
and religious reasons any food is different from all other standard,
wholesome food on offer in the market place.  this difference should be
clearly marked in plain English on all packaging and, or sales tickets
on display.
TERM b. Current labeling requirements.
Some symbol with it's roots in a foreign language or foreign form of
writing is nowhere near good enough.  As these fees are not regulated by
our government it would be nice to know to what extent it increase the
price of a product at the point of sale.  The organization raising these
fees should b clearly named along with their true business address.
Perhaps the extra cost of any labeling requirements should be exempt
from sales tax.
TERM c. Companies that pay fees.
All producers, distributors and marketers who pay any fees must be
required to clearly state to whom, how much and where fees are paid.
TERM d. Prices for consumers.
Terms Andean conditions, along with prices must be clear to all consumers.
TERM f. Certification and exports.
If it is discovered we need certification schemes to enhance exports,
the government must oversee all scheme, collect all monies, pay only
reasonable wages or rewards to any or all persons at point of
certification.  These schemes must not be allowed to be used to further
the interests of any one part of our community at the ex pence of the rest.
TERM g. Information about certifiers.
Term g. will not be needed after our government resumes the
responsibility to conduct or carry out all or any food certification
scheme.  This needs to be acted on with all hast.  It is not known where
some monies that are collected by overseas origination's end up.  If it
is collected and used by a Religion, the monies need to be shares among
all religions in Australasia at the ratio of religious affiliation as
collected by the Government Statistician.

Signed

George Richard Cleland Joyce
26/07/2015
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From:  
Sent: Sunday, 26 July 2015 5:35 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Food Certification Inquiry

Dear Sir/Madam

RE: THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATE FOOD INQUIRY

I am writing in regards to the inquiry into food labeling certification and my main concern
 is HALAL CERTIFICATION.

As a Buddhist, halal certification is of great concern to me, and many other Australians
 Buddhists I havs spoken to, shared the same concerns with me as outlined below:

1. Halal certification imposed on food and services required a fee paid by the business that
 obtain such certification.  It is inevitable that businesses that are profit making will
 somehow pass this cost to the end user. As I am a Buddhist this certification is irrelevant
 to me and many other people of different religions belief. I therefore suggest that this
 certification is discrminatory of its nature. I understand that muslims may require such
 certificatation but I do not belief that it is fair for non muslims to be paying for such fees.
 Many products are by themselves are halal (ie. Permissable under islamic rule), such as
 sugar, milk, butter, flour etc. To then demand a certification on such products to me is no
 more than a money making scheme where all people including muslim are subject.

2. As a Buddhist I have main concern with halal way of slaughtering animals.
The slow dying process of an animal via halal slaughter is prolonging the suffering of the
 animal before dying.

Recommendation: 
1. Halal certification should be banned as this is discriminatory to non muslims. The extra
 cost on food and services is not justificable.

2. All animals should be stunned prior to being killed. One rule should be applied to ALL
 abattoirs.

I trust the inquiry will come to the conclusion that whilst we live under Australian law all
 foods are permissible for muslims to consumed unless those that contain porks, alcohol,
 blood etc.
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As a Buddhist I enjoy the multi racial and multi ethnic society that Australia has embraced
 however being an Australian I live under the Australia law and stand for Australia Judeo
 Christian pluralist values.

 Thank you for your consideration.

Yours Sincerely,

PLEASE WITHOLD MY PERSONAL INFORMATION
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From:  
Sent: Sunday, 26 July 2015 5:40 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: FW: HALAL INQUIRY

MY NAME AND CONTACT DETAILS ARE NOT TO BE PUT ON YOUR

 WEBSITE, AND ARE CONFIDENTIAL, THEY ARE NOT FOR PUBLICATION.

Senators

I am complaining about the HALAL impost, its secrecy surrounding the

 amount of money involved and what happens to this money, the lack of

 identification on almost every food, and the way HALAL food is so

 widespread that it is unable to be avoided.

The word HALAL is not known by many people, and they do not realize how

 widespread it is.  It is a TAX put on nearly every item of food by over 20

 moslem certifiers and they charge all producers an unknown amount of

 money, and in some cases is purported to be several hundreds of

 thousands of dollars a year.  These certifiers say that all islamic people

 must eat food blessed by them, but in the most cases this is not true.

 Anyone who thinks that, can just say ONE word over their food and it is

 automatically “clean” to eat.  These ‘certifiers’ are all very rich as the

 amount of money collected every year is well over a billion dollars, and they

 do not tell us where the money goes, or how much is involved.  These men

 pay NO TAX on this money and say it is going to build mosques and

 schools, yet the federal government gives millions of dollars for islamic

 schools.  It has been suggested that much of this money is funnelled to

 Syria.  Most food is not marked with one of the many halal markings, so

 there is no way of knowing halal food by walking round the shops.

Meat is the only food that has an excuse for HALAL ritual killing, for the

 export markets, but there are very few places to buy meat that is not

 HALAL. Most milk and milk products, cheese, spreads, biscuits, tea, coffee,

 lollies, chocolates, chips, nuts, frozen foods, breakfast cereals, plastic

 goods, pet food, Easter eggs, medicines, vitamins, make up, bread and

 even bottled water, nearly every food is subject to the HALAL tax.  These

 companies cannot absorb the costs and must have the amount structured

 into their cost to the general public.

So all  food does not have to be HALAL, it is a rort to make the certifiers rich

 and make non moslems pay.  For all people to be made to pay on almost

 every food so the 5% of Australians who are islamic are accommodated, is

 UNFAIR.  People should be made aware of this as few people know they are
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 being cheated.

(Name and address not to be published)
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From:  
Sent: Sunday, 26 July 2015 5:46 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Food Certification Inquiry

PLEASE WITHHOLD MY PERSONAL INFORMATION

Dear Sir/Madam

RE: THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATE FOOD INQUIRY

I am writing in regards to the inquiry into food labeling certification, and would like to
 submit the following for consideration in this inquiry, my main concern is HALAL
 CERTIFICATION.

To commence I would like to make it clear that the key issue is the certification fees and
 process, sharing equal importance with the slaughter methods.

As Buddhist the matter of halal certification is of great concern to me, and many other
 Australians I have spoken with. My concerns are detailed as follows.

I understand Muslims, similar to Jews have their own method of slaughter, currently the

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=DERMODYK
mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au


 Jewish community do not force their ideals on the general public yet the Muslims have
 been allowed and even encouraged to implement the Halal slaughter methods and the
 halal certificate beef schemes on the unknowing general Australian public.  

No beef is labeled religious kill, or Halal Slaughtered, no beef is labeled rejected beef
 because the animal failed to die as per Islamic standards.

We as consumers DO pay for this certificate that never makes it to the packaging.   And
 Sir, I object strongly. I object this has been forced on us unknowingly, I object that
 government after government have allowed Islam to have a stronghold in our beef
 industry. 

Equally, I object to having foods that are already, historically,(prior to the 1980's and
 dating to the Advent of the Islamic era) permissible for Muslims to eat being certified,
 foods such as salt, sugar, butter, milk, yogurt, flour, baked beans, Vegemite, you name it,
 it seems like if it stays still long enough its going to be certified halal by some Islamic
 organisation or Muslim business man who is quite happy to certify anything despite what
 their Qur'an says. Also there seems to be a growing trend to allow a kind of halal logistics
 industry to dominate nearly every part of our economy.  This is a kind of Mafia like
 attempt to extort payment from the non Muslim community  for every possible
 contingency.  For example the food industry would be levied a certification fee from the
 seed to the supermarket shelf and every step in between.  What sort of madness is this?
 and why is this being allowed? 

I trust the inquiry will come to the conclusion that whilst you live in Australia you live
 under Australian laws, not Sharia Laws and under Australian law all foods are permissible
 for a Muslim to eat except the obvious such as pork etc.  Sharia law also allows all foods
 for Muslims except for those regarded as haram, so there is no basis for this certification
 process unless it does NOT incur a fee payable by a non Muslim.  If Muslims want to pay
 for certification then it should not be levied on the non Muslim population as well, as this
 would then become a form of  Sharia Jizzya  tax upon non muslims as if they
 were governed by Sharia law which is  illegal in Australia and wholly unwelcome  as
 well.  In short Halal Certification of general products should be completely outlawed.  I
 believe that Halal Certification of slaughter should also be banned.  As a Buddhist I am
 part of an Australian sub culture that numbers at least as many followers as Islam, but
 does not demand any special demands upon the wider Australian public.  Allowing Islam
 to dominate and demand payment from non Muslims is not supportive of
 multiculturalism, rather, it runs the risk of rampant Islamization of Australia and therefore
 monoculturalism dominated by Islam.

Its time Australia said, we are multi race, multi-faith but our culture is Australian.

Thank you for your consideration. 

Yours Sincerely,
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From:  
Sent: Sunday, 26 July 2015 6:37 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATE FOOD INQUIRY

To: Senate Standing Committee’s on Economic
P O Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600

“PLEASE WITHHOLD PERSONAL INFORMATION”

26/07/2015

Re: Third Party Halal Certification in Australia

Dear Sir/Madam,

I am writing to you to oppose the practice of halal certification in Australia. This practice
 extends to the Islamic ritualistic slaughter of animals, transport, employment and
 associated industries. I do not wish to financially support any Islamic organisation in any
 shape or form. 

The Australian population of Muslims is roughly 2%, of that 2% about half I’m told are
 practising Muslims who abide by the HALAL rules. These very same Muslims know what
 they can and cannot eat and don’t even bother looking for little labels on their foods. In
 fact, a lot of Muslims are not even aware of the HALAL-C Schemes. 
As we all know by now there is HALAL-C foods and halal naturally foods, Muslims do not
 need to have their naturally halal foods HALAL-C. 

Terms of Reference

The need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees

Meat exports are now almost all Halal-C even for countries who are not governed by the
 Islamic Sharia. Why is that? Why are we only employing Muslim Slaughtermen? Isn’t this
 against our very own discrimination laws? 
We are now in the position that all meat for sale domestically seems to be HALAL-C simply
 because most abattoirs are. As an Australian I believe if we are to eat an animal we are to
 give that animal a good life and a quick and painless death. Why have our animal welfare
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 standards been lowered and why haven’t the Australian people been notified? 

Whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make
 informed purchasing decisions

All meat should be labelled properly so we are aware of religious kills and Halal slaughter
 and we can make our purchasing decisions based on the label. 

The extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including,
 but not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; any related matters

Mr. Ayan in submission number 205 states “It is fair to say that halal certification, and
 particularly how certifiers practice it, has many deep seated problems. Their audit and
 supervision as well as their service provision are poor. There are also credible reports that
 some engage in corrupt, unethical and improper practices. The system allow s them to do
 so and some therefore take full advantage of it. Halal certification has been widely
 described by leading members of the Muslim community, aptly in view, as a cash cow
 whose function is to collect as much money as possible in exchange for little or no
 provision of services beyond signing and issuing certificates.” He also states “important to
 point out that all the halal certifiers are not Islamic societies, even though some may
 disguise themselves as being so and even though the government claims that they are”
As we can see from Mr Ayans admissions there are so many issues that need to be
 addressed. We can see the level of corruption by what is being Halal-C. Flour, sugar, salt,
 milk, honey, plastics, transport etc etc. The lack of labelling and general understanding by
 the Australian community shows the whole HALAL-C business is deceitful, corrupt and
 needs to removed from the domestic market altogether. 

Conclusion
I feel that unknowingly purchasing goods/products due to limited or NO halal labelling, is
 taking away my right as a consumer in making an informed purchasing decision and I
 would ALWAYS choose NOT TO PURCHASE HALAL CERTIFIED GOODS. 
It seems very deliberate and secretive practices are being used to keep the majority of
 Australian’s in the dark regarding halal certification. Muslims/Islamic organisation are
 profiting from halal certification that does not need to be practiced in Australia or any
 other country in the world. Muslims know what foods are halal (permitted) and haram
 (prohibited) and if there is any doubt, they recite a bismillah and they can consume the
 product.
Australia is a multiracial, multi-faith and multicultural society, to religiously label food
 products is a great injustice to the Australian Community as a whole and would surely
 make life hard for some sections of our community and insult others. Food should be a
 neutral untouchable item from religion to ensure everyone is happy. No one is saying
 Halal should be banned, but certainly halal slaughter should be in line with the percentage
 of Muslim population 



In the interests of harmony within our society it cannot be seen that one religion is gaining
 favour at the cost of the rest of the people. This is exactly what is happening now, where
 98% of the population are financially supporting a religion in the most deceiving manner.
 Of course people are going to get angry and of course this will divide the nation as we are
 seeing now. 

Thank you for taking the time to read and consider my submission.

Regards,
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From: Paula Giffen  
Sent: Sunday, 26 July 2015 6:53 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATE FOOD INQUIRY !

Dear Sir/Madam,

 I am writing in regards to the inquiry into food labeling certification and my main concern
 is HALAL CERTIFICATION.
As an Australian of no religious denomination, halal certification is of great concern to me,
 and many other Australians, religious or not. Many I have spoken to, shared the same
 concerns with me as outlined below:

1. Halal certification imposed on food and services required a fee paid by the business that
 obtain such certification. It is inevitable that businesses that are profit making will
 somehow pass this cost to the end user. As I am a not religious Australian this certification
 is irrelevant to me and many other people of different religious beliefs. I therefore suggest
 that this certification is discriminatory by its nature. I understand that Muslims may
 require such certification but I do not believe that it is fair for non Muslims to be paying
 for such fees. Many products are by themselves naturally Halal (ie: Permissable under
 Islamic Law), such as sugar, milk, butter, flour etc. To then demand a certification on such
 products, to me, is no more than a money making scheme where all people including
 Muslims are subjected to an extra cost on certified items.
2. As a non religious Australian my main concern is with the Halal method of slaughtering
 animals.
The slow dying process of an animal via halal slaughter is prolonging the suffering of the
 animal before dying.
Recommendation: 
1. Halal certification should be banned as this is discriminatory to non Muslims. The extra
 cost on food and services is not justifiable.
2. All animals should be stunned prior to being killed. One rule should be applied to ALL
 abattoirs.

I trust the inquiry will come to the conclusion that whilst we live under Australian law all
 foods are permissible for Muslims to consume other than those  contain pork, alcohol or
 blood etc.

As a non religious Australian I enjoy the multi racial and multi ethnic society that Australia
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 has embraced however being an Australian I live under the Australian law and stand for
 Australian Judeo Christian pluralist values.
Thank you for your consideration.

Yours Sincerely,

Paula Giffen
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Bob Taylor 

 

 

26th Jul 2015 

 

Senate Standing Committees on Economics 

PO Box 6100 

Parliament House 

Canberra ACT 2600 

 

Dear Senators 

Parliamentary Enquiry Halal Certification – Australia 

I wish to make the following objections to Halal Certification and observations to the enquiry being 
conducted by the Parliament of Australia Senate. 

1. The word “Halal” according to Wikipedia is as follows: “Halāl (Arabic: حالل  ḥalāl, 
'permissible') or Halal[1] is any object or an action which is permissible to use or engage in, 
according to Islamic law.: (as at 26/07/2015). An Arabic word, which is contextualised in this 
debate, is being used for Religious purposes, to define what food is acceptable for a person 
of the religious faith called Islam. It should be noted here, that whilst the food is 
“permissible” to a Muslim (follower of Islam), it is nothing to do with people of other 
religious faiths. As far as I am aware, no other religion has been allowed to have a Australian 
Government food labelling system. I object to this as it imposes their values on my values 

2. The cost of this “food certification” is a cost charged my “certifiers” to permit them to have a 
“seal” of approval to make this product acceptable to Muslims. The fact of the matter is that 
many Halal Certified companies do NOT put any sign or symbol that their product is “Halel” 
This is deceitful to the Australian public who may want to choose not to support companies 
that support Halel NOTE HERE. Halal is part of Sharia Law. Sharia Law is the rules that 
govern Islam. I object to a Religious Law(or part thereof, being imposed on me, an Australian 
citizen. I thought we were free to follow our own convictions) 

3. This Halel Certification is obtained by a fee from the certificate supplier. As all good business 
man and women know, any cost of producing goods is added to the final wholesale or retail 
price of the goods. This “fee” could easily be seen as a “tax” , “impost”, “charge”, “duty” or 
many other terminologies. I object to have to pay this tax which is a religious tax from the 
context of Islam the religion 

4. Halal Certification requires special religious ceremonies in many case(slaughter of animals 
for example) This is also a cost added onto the cost of production and also is unfair and 
discriminatory against non-muslims doing the same job. I object to this practice and cost 

5. The word “Halel” is NOT a Buddhist word, nor Hindu word not Christian word nor Jewish 
word. Many religions are practiced in this great country of ours. No other religious group as 
had the audacity to seek liberty to impose their religious food standards on this nation. No 
doubt other religions have their own “food codes” for their followers, but none seek leave 
from the Australian government to charge non followers to pay for their beliefs. I object to 
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having to follow certain religious practices of a religion to which I do not belong (Please note 
I am led to believe that Muslims are 2% of Australian population) 

6.  Financial Issues. In contrast to Islam, the Jewish community are very open when it comes to 
costs and charges. The Kosher fees are outlines on the website and they state they audit process 
and overseers of this,( a lay committee) and accounts are lodged with the Dept of Fair Trading 
(see  http://www.ka.org.au/index.php/FAQ_-_About_The_KA.html On the other hand the Halal 
Certification appears to be “ad hoc” and there is no information to show accountability, actual 
cost, direction of funds. It is this Jewish community that handles Kosher Certificates, and it is all 
open and available to see. This is NOT the case with individuals who run the certification of Halal 
for their own benefit(it appears only to benefit individuals – however, I am advised that, a strict 
observant Muslim must pay certain amounts towards “Jihad) 
7. The only other religion that does have major food laws (that I am aware of in Australia) is 

the Jewish religion. Apparently, Kosher food laws are very important to the Jews and they 
teach their members how to observe the Kosher” laws from their own religious books (such 
as the Old Testament of the Bible). It is important to note again that they have not to this 
point, thrust their Religious Practices on the General Public of Australia. 

8. This religious tax increase by definition the cost of goods in Australia. If manufacturers want 
to export goods to Muslim nations the cost of labelling the same goods for sale in Australia 
should not come out of my pocket. ''Purina Fancy Feast cat food is now on the list of halal-
certified foods” Are cats Muslims, or is this a money making scheme? 

9. Read more: http://www.smh.com.au/comment/halal-easter-eggs-and-cat-food-where-big-
money-meets-religion-20130327-2gujc.html#ixzz3gz97bqNZ 

10. This is an extract from 
http://www.foodstandards.gov.au/consumer/labelling/Pages/Labelling-
consumervalueissues.aspx 
The Food Standards Code does not include requirements for this kind of labelling. This is 
because the standards in the Code are mainly aimed at protecting public health and safety 
(for example, a standard that requires mandatory declarations for food allergens in 
reference to:- Some food labels include information that relates to people’s personal 
values/ethics, such as: 
 

religious reasons (e.g. ‘halal’, ‘kosher’) 
environmental concerns (e.g. carbon footprint labelling, palm oil labelling in relation 
to rainforest destruction)  
animal welfare concerns (e.g. ‘RSPCA approved’, ‘dolphin friendly’) 
human rights issues (e.g. fair trade, child labour). 

Therefore it is reasonable to suggest that “selling” food certificates to producers in Australia, 
is not a concern of the government form the point of view of Public Health etc., and 
therefore really only benefits the seller of the certificates. 

11. Religious background for Halal. The writings of Mohammed show clearly the story of how 
Halal started. Halal applies to food only as it is what is permissible (in context) to eat. Halal 
Certification of things other than that which is eaten is an extension that has developed not 
according to their religion. An observant Muslim only has to say “Bismillah” over their food 
to make it acceptable. Since this is a fundamental law for Muslims, I object to have no choice 
in my purchases in the supermarket. I don’t really care where my food comes from and have 
no religious Muslim need to say anything over my food to make it OK. It should be noted 
here that many companies have been “sold” a certificate where there food according to 
Islamic Law, is already “Halal” (eg milk) 

 

I propose the following that the Australian Government should attend to immediately:- 

http://www.ka.org.au/index.php/FAQ_-_About_The_KA.html
http://www.foodstandards.gov.au/consumer/labelling/Pages/Labelling-consumervalueissues.aspx
http://www.foodstandards.gov.au/consumer/labelling/Pages/Labelling-consumervalueissues.aspx
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1. Every product for sale in Australia should be clearly labelled for the Australian consumer to 
see(before opening) to be fair that each Australian citizen has a conscious choice to 
purchase or not purchase(as the case may be) 

2. For many years in Australia, a “user pays” idea has evolved. Why should a non-muslim have 
to pay for a religious law when they are not part of that religion? The muslims should pay for 
and supply all these services for their own people 

3. Very strict financial controls or reporting and accountability which can be audited by a group 
of independent Chartered Accountants should be imposed to regulate this industry if it 
continues. Openness and accountability when it comes to confidence in the Public arena 
that the people who purchase goods can see where the money goes. 

 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

 

 

 

R D Taylor 
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From: 
Sent: Sunday, 26 July 2015 10:15 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Senate Standing Committee on Economics - Third party certification of food

Dear Sir,

Please find enclosed our submission to the above Senate Standing Committee –
 Economics – Third Party Certification of Food:

As Australian consumers of food, we have a right to CLEAR and ACCURATE
 information about the food we are consuming. Food producers are obliged to
 CLEARLY Label their products with such information as:
• Ingredients
• Whether there may be traces of nuts
• How many calories they contain
• How much fat they contain
• How animals are treated in the course of production (free range eggs etc.)

AND As consumers, we absolutely should have the right to know whether we are buying
 a kosher or halal item because:

1.We may be paying more than we have to for the food/product as halal certifiers
 demand a fee for the certification of the food/product, thereby increasing the cost
 we have to pay
2. It may be violating our religious sensitivities
3. It may be violating our beliefs about animal welfare

Daniel and Gillian Breen 

26/7/2015
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Martin Donohoe 

 26th July 2015 

Dear Sir/Madam 

RE: THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATION FOOD INQUIRY 

I would like to add my submission to the inquiry regarding third party certification of foods. My 
concern is with HALAL Third Party Food and other products certification. 

TERMS OF REFERENCE OF INQUIRY 

1. The extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not
limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and 
general food safety certification schemes; 

It seems like all foods now are halal certified, milk, butter, cheese, salt, sugar, flour and the list 
goes on and on.   To avoid Halal-Certification is almost impossible as most products don’t have 
a halal-cert label.  I shouldn’t have to look for religious free foods when I am shopping.   These 
items are a minority item and should be in speciality shops.  

2. Current labelling requirements of food certification schemes;

The current labelling laws are useless and most labels are non-existent.  I have never seen meat 
or chicken with a halal sticker but I know almost all chicken is halal-certified and almost all beef 
is Halal slaughtered and certified.   I’ve also read the study the MLA did on stress hormones in 
the meat and am horrified.  When did all this happen???  I thought we non-reversible stunned 
all our cattle to the highest humane treatment we possibly could.   I’m absolutely horrified to 
think we are killing over 9 million cattle each year in such a way that is heartbreaking.  

 Not only that almost everyone I have spoken with have no idea what HALAL means let alone 



HALAL-Certification.  When I explain to them what it’s all about they are generally stunned.  
Stunned that something like this has been operating here in Australia all this time and we haven’t 
known about it.  

First you hear HALAL – certification is a religious requirement and then you hear it’s a 
marketing strategy, from my point of view neither is correct.  No Muslim needs their food 
HALAL- CERTIFIED and clearly its not a marketing strategy as nothing is labelled so that 
leaves me with the impression there’s a bit of arm twisting going on for prophet, oops sorry 
profit.  

If we take a look at the chicken industry the rort is truly apparent. It is my understanding that 
almost all chickens slaughtered in Australia are slaughtered by mechanical slaughter and are still 
certified Halal. 

 The Halal Chicken Market in Australia 

Currently there are somewhere between 7million to 8million Halal certified chickens slaughtered 
in Australia every week. Out of this total, about 35,000 chickens a week are hand slaughtered – 
about half a percent – with the balance being all Halal certified machine slaughtered chickens. 
That equates to 1 Halal hand slaughtered chicken for every 200 Halal certified machine 
slaughtered chickens that are hitting the marketplace every week. 

To the average Muslim consumer desiring to do the right thing, it can get very confusing trying 
to work out what is Halal when it comes to chicken. The aim of this article is to provide some 
clarity by informing you of what the issues are to allow you to make an informed decision 
inshaAllah. 

What’s the Islamic difference between Halal hand Slaughtered Chicken and Halal machine 
slaughtered chicken? 

In Australia, as elsewhere in the world, there is a difference of opinion amongst some Muslim 
scholars and Halal certifiers as to what is “Halal”. Some advocate that all meat + chicken is Halal 
as long as you say “Bismillah” (In the name of Allah) before eating. Some consider machine 
slaughter Halal – under certain conditions and others will only accept hand slaughter as being 
genuinely Halal. 

There are strong viewpoints and detailed arguments presented on both sides of the machine and 
hand slaughter debate amongst Islamic scholars. Some argue that machine slaughter is 
completely lawful (Halal), whereas others argue that the process is completely unacceptable and 
the animal slaughtered in this process is unlawful (Haram). Amongst all the differing opinions, 
hand slaughter is the universal slaughter method accepted by all scholars, which leaves no doubt 
in the halal status of hand slaughtered chickens. 

Machine-slaughter is a relatively new phenomenon created by the rapid progress in modern 
technology and the need to feed ever-growing populations. Globally Halal machine slaughtered 
birds are accepted in many countries including Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Malaysia, Indonesia and 
Iran. 

Caution dictates that hand slaughter should be given preference over mechanical slaughter for 



Muslims. However, it is important to recognise that while a Muslim can observe personal 
preferences and choices for their own preferred methods of hand or machine slaughter, they 
cannot enforce their own preference upon other Muslims, nor should they denounce others. 

As you can see from above, even the muslims themselves admit that some Muslim Scholars 
agree all that needs to be said is "Bismillah" and that makes meat permissible for muslims. 

Iam not a scholar of Islam, and one shouldn't need to be a scholar to follow basic rules of a 
religion but suffice to say in the 1400 there were no certification schemes around at that time and 
any changes to the Islamic religion are not acceptable. 

But halal is good for exports I hear you say, well in the case of chicken, no its not.  We only 
export chicken offal and chicken feet to Singapore, Vietnam, Philippines and Hongkong.  None 
of those places are Islamic.  All of our chicken is used domestically. 

So here we have almost all chickens halal certified at a massive cost that is borne by the 
consumer, where the consumer who it was designed for doesn't even accepts its halal!!! Not only 
that but we are governed under Australian Law, HALAL laws are governed under 
Sharia.  Which law do we follow in Australia?  Which laws do Muslims in Australia follow?    I 
keep hearing Muslims say they follow Australian law but the evidence is quite the opposite.   I 
do not want Halal chicken, I do not want HALAL -C chicken and I consider it a massive affront 
to my constitutional rights to have this forced on me.   Not one chicken product Ive ever seen 
has actually had a Halal label on it so I have to really check with each company to find a non 
halal-c chicken.  In fact the only company I know of is Inglewood. 

 I am truly astounded that we have this sort of cunning, deceitful rort in Australia.    I cannot 
begin to tell you how absolutely disgusted and ashamed of our government I am for allowing this 
sort of blatant thievery to continue and not just this government but the governments before as 
well who have remained gutless and clueless to what is going on around them. 

3. The need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees;

 I believe we have absolutely NO NEED to have halal-certified foods in Australia.  I don't 
believe we should lower our animal welfare standards to meet a market like the Middle East 
where animal welfare is almost non-existent.    We should concentrate on producing the best 
product we can.  We should be doing the slaughter in the best possible way we can that gives 
the best outcomes.  Our product would be in demand for that reason alone.   Do we sink our 
standards or do we make them rise up to a better way? 



4. Whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to
make informed purchasing decisions; 

 Current schemes do not provide enough information for me to make an informed choice.  I wish 
to avoid all halal certified products totally.  I do not wish to financially support Islam for not 
even 1 cent.  It is not my religion and it’s not a religion I support. 

5. Details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and
the potential for these to impact on prices for consumers; 

Anyone in business always recoups the costs of the goods and business through product 
pricing.  Anyone who says the prices are not passed onto the consumer is lying.  A rule of 
thumb for business is 30% expenses, 30% taxes, 30% business expansion and 10% for the 
owner.  Once you understand this basic rule of thumb it’s impossible to see how certification 
does NOT impact prices and or business.   

All certification impacts the pricing, we see the heart tick (amongst the dearest certificates I hear) 
which benefits ALL consumers, we know how that is supposed to help our health but there are 
NO health benefits with HALAL.  In fact I suspect quite the opposite, I would love to see studies 
on the impact of high levels of stress hormones in meat and the effect on the human body.  

6. The importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and
returns to producers; 

I understand the halal certificate helps export markets but if its at a cost to the domestic market I 
would say concentrate on markets that don't put that impost onto our country, our producers and 
our people.   We produce good quality, clean and healthy products if we have to lower our 
standards to meet a market I say we should be asking that market to up their standards or 
concentrate on emerging markets who want our excellent product. 

7. The extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers
including, but not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any 
related matters. 

 As we can see from submission number 205 from Abdul Ayan where he states " 

It is fair to say that halal certification, and particularly how certifiers practice it, has many 
deep seated problems. Their audit and supervision as well as their service provision are 
poor. There are also credible reports that some engage in corrupt, unethical and improper 
practices. The system allows them to do so and some therefore take full advantage of it. 



Halal certification has been widely described by leading members of the Muslim 
community, aptly in view, as a cash cow whose function is to collect as much money as 
possible in exchange for little or no provision of services beyond signing and issuing 
certificates." 

As we can see from that above statement HALAL-C is a cash cow and what more proof does this 
inquiry need to see that as consumers are getting hit they are recoiling and spending less.  We 
refuse to be a cash cow for a religion we do not support nor trust.   

In conclusion, I would like to state, it seems HALAL-C is not content with fleecing us through 
our foods, but also through transport, medicines, plastics etc etc in fact anything they can 
possible encourage people to certify they will. 

It is time for the government to reflect the thinking people of this country and go into bat for 
what is right and what is just.  We can see from the UK and their halal situation the push is on 
for no stunning in any abattoirs, here in Australia we have the WA Islamic society stating they 
oppose stunning. 

I oppose all of it.  Along with 80,000 other people on the facebook page "boycott Halal".  Not 
only that but every other Australian that I spoke to have never heard of HALAL.  When I 
explain what it is, they are absolutely gobsmacked our government would allow such a thing. 

I am also disgusted our government would allow only MALE MUSLIM SLAUGHTER-MEN to 
be hired in the majority of abattoirs.  Does this mean we now allow discrimination in the 
workplace? 

I would hope the Inquiry will address all the matters in way that is the best outcome for all 
Australians if ever there was need for a happiness check amongst the population this is the time. 

I hope you also take into account Australia's multi-faith, multi-race and multi-culture populace 
and realize that no group should be forcing their ideas, beliefs, ideologies and thoughts onto 
others and that all foods should be free of religious overtones in respect for others of different 
faiths whose sensibilities may be offended.  

Thank you 

Martin J. Donohoe 

26.7.15 
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Submission - Halal chicken 
Wanda marsh 
 

DATE: 26/07/2015 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

I would like to submit to the Third party certification inquiry in regards to Halal foods.  As an 
example I would like to write about chicken meat and Australian Halal Industry. 

It is my understanding that almost all chickens slaughtered in Australia are slaughtered by 
mechanical slaughter and are still certified Halal. 

The Halal Chicken Market in Australia 
Currently there are somewhere between 7million to 8million Halal certified chickens slaughtered 
in Australia every week. Out of this total, about 35,000 chickens a week are hand slaughtered – 
about half a percent – with the balance being all Halal certified machine slaughtered chickens. 
That equates to 1 Halal hand slaughtered chicken for every 200 Halal certified machine 
slaughtered chickens that are hitting the marketplace every week. 
To the average Muslim consumer desiring to do the right thing, it can get very confusing trying to 
work out what is Halal when it comes to chicken. The aim of this article is to provide some clarity 
by informing you of what the issues are to allow you to make an informed decision Insha Allah. 
What’s the Islamic difference between Halal hand Slaughtered Chicken and Halal machine 
slaughtered chicken? 
In Australia, as elsewhere in the world, there is a difference of opinion amongst some Muslim 
scholars and Halal certifiers as to what is “Halal”. Some advocate that all meat + chicken is Halal 
as long as you say “Bismillah” (In the name of Allah) before eating. Some consider machine 
slaughter Halal – under certain conditions and others will only accept hand slaughter as being 
genuinely Halal. 
There are strong viewpoints and detailed arguments presented on both sides of the machine and 
hand slaughter debate amongst Islamic scholars. Some argue that machine slaughter is 
completely lawful (Halal), whereas others argue that the process is completely unacceptable and 
the animal slaughtered in this process is unlawful (Haram). Amongst all the differing opinions, 
hand slaughter is the universal slaughter method accepted by all scholars, which leaves no doubt 
in the halal status of hand slaughtered chickens. 
Machine-slaughter is a relatively new phenomenon created by the rapid progress in modern 
technology and the need to feed ever-growing populations. Globally Halal machine slaughtered 
birds are accepted in many countries including Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Malaysia, Indonesia and 
Iran. 
Caution dictates that hand slaughter should be given preference over mechanical slaughter for 
Muslims. However, it is important to recognise that while a Muslim can observe personal 
preferences and choices for their own preferred methods of hand or machine slaughter, they 
cannot enforce their own preference upon other Muslims, nor should they denounce others. 



As you can see from above, even the Muslims themselves admit that some Muslim Scholars 
agree all that needs to be said is "Bismillah" and that makes meat permissible for Muslims. 

I am not a scholar of Islam, and one shouldn't need to be a scholar to follow basic rules of a 
religion but suffice to say in the 1400 there were no certification schemes around at that time and 
any changes to the Islamic religion are not acceptable. 

But halal is good for exports I hear you say, well in the case of chicken, no its not.  We only 
export chicken offal and chicken feet to Singapore, Vietnam, Philippines and Hong Kong.  None 
of those places are Islamic.  All of our chicken is used domestically. 

So here we have almost all chickens halal certified at a massive cost that is borne by the 
consumer, where the consumer who it was designed for doesn't even accepts its halal!!! Not only 
that but we are governed under Australian Law, HALAL laws are governed under Sharia.  Which 
law do we follow in Australia?  Which laws do Muslims in Australia follow?    I keep hearing 
Muslims say they follow Australian law but the evidence is quite the opposite.   I do not want 
Halal chicken, I do not want HALAL -C chicken and I consider it a massive affront to my 
constitutional rights to have this forced on me.   Not one chicken product I’ve ever seen has 
actually had a Halal label on it so I have to really check with each company to find a non halal-c 
chicken.  In fact the only company I know of is Inglewood. 

Please tell me this is a joke!   It’s time for the government to take this bull by the horns and do 
what is right for all of the Australian population as a whole and not just the 2% who are loudly 
demanding it.  Generations past who have fought for this country would be absolutely horrified at 
what this government has allowed. 

Thank you 

Wanda Marsh 
DATE 26/07/2015 
ref: http://muslimvillage.com/2014/06/05/54221/hand-v-machine-slaughter-hala 

http://muslimvillage.com/2014/06/05/54221/hand-v-machine-slaughter-halal-chicken/
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TO THE COMMITTEE SECRETARIAT, Senate Standing Committees on Economics PO B
ox 6100 Parliament House Canberra ACT 2600 economics.sen@aph.gov.au 

 

Name: Debra Smith 

 

 

Dear Senate Standing Committees on Economics, 

  

Regarding Third Party Certification Inquiry: 

  

SUMMARY 

In reference to the matter of HALAL certified food please find my submission to this inquiry 
regarding the third party certification of foods. It is for the following reasons that I wish to su
ggest changes to third party certification schemes. I am completely against third party certific
ation with my main concern specifically being HALAL certification. Should third party certif
ication continue, I wish to request more transparency from third party certifiers in the HALA
L industry, and also additional changes to the current legislation on these issues. My concerns
 relate to the whole HALAL industry from the slaughter to the sales as well as the third party 
certification scheme. 

  

A CALL FOR TRANSPARENCY . The HALAL Certified foods, services, consumable and 
non-consumable product global market has advanced from what was a religious requirement 
of Islam to a global organisation worth trillions of dollars annually. Products that were not re
quired to certify are now mandated to certification for the individual company’s introduction 
and expansion into this global market. The HALAL global market trades less than 3% to HA
LAL consumers overseas? and I feel the majority of HALAL food is forced upon non - mosle
m Australian citizens by stealth, with no separation of HALAL & NON HALAL products. In 
most supermarkets & shops there is no clear labelling of products as well as sometimes no lab
elling at all for NON HALAL consumers. Labelling needs to be clear on the front of the prod
uct and HALAL & NON HALAL goods separated so that NON HALAL consumers can mak
e an informed choice. 

On the internet I have come across a certain HALAL certifier publicly degrading Australian c
itizens while goading a quote "Water is done, petrol is done, what next...me think electricity" 
To me this attitude to HALAL certification clearly shows that HALAL certification to this we
ll known certifier, is nothing more than a money making scam; hidden beneath a cloak of reli



gion. Then in turn this is forced upon our community. (I have screen captures of the above co
nfirming this) 

HALAL is no longer centralised over the ritual blessing of consumable products but rather a t
hree stage certification stemming from production, transportation and marketing. There is dis
crimination on non - moslem Australian job seekers stemming from the slaughtering process, 
right up to the transportation process of the HALAL industry food chain. The so called religio
us rules on the previous statement is causing economic consequences and little or no job pros
pects where the HALAL industry is concerned, for our non-moslem Australian community. T
he HALAL industry is creating a domino effect of problems for NON HALAL consumers an
d job seekers of Australia in the chain of certified HALAL rules & events. One conjecture poi
nt within Australia is the growth of Islamic control within our local economic market and the 
global market as a whole. This growth extends away from the religious preparation of consu
mables with its origins of the slaughtering and preparations of consumable meat, to its conte
mporary empire of wealth. While HALAL certification of Australia continues to bath in its w
ealth in the name of religion, it continues to be shrouded in secrecy and is protected from disc
losure. The non-transparency of HALAL certification, corporate complexity, profits and distr
ibution of religious tax can no longer be sanctioned solely under its very organisations, religi
ous clerics and the Australian Federation of Islamic Council. The Australian Government nee
ds to ensure transparency of all organisations and Institutions within Australia regardless of r
eligious and economic standings. 

On behalf of Australians I am asking for an inquiry into HALAL certification and its governi
ng bodies. The fundamentals of such an inquiry will ensure transparency from the certificatio
n process, fees, and memberships to the distribution of the so called" religious tax" with the ai
m of ongoing transparency. 

Current schemes do not provide enough information for consumers to make informed purchas
ing decisions. Most of the major brands in Australia are paying HALAL certification fees and
 yet do not clearly mark it on the labels such as Sanitarium, Kellogg's, Nestle and most of the 
bread and dairy products. Sometimes it is even difficult to get the information from their web
sites. It has become a rollercoaster of chasing information on where to purchase if possible N
ON HALAL certified products as well as now being more time consuming with further travel
 expense to source these products for the NON HALAL Australian citizen this in turn leads to
 a disadvantage of practically no choice for NON HALAL consumers with disabilities who ar
e unable to travel further to source their needs. 

  

FROM SLAUGHTER TO SALE & ANIMAL WELFARE.  In reference to the ritual HALA
L slaughter of animals in Australia being reversible stunning or no stunning at all,I oppose thi
s method for the following reasons: 

The sanitary aspect (written by a veterinarian), that in HALAL slaughter, the animal is turned
 towards Mecca, bled without being stunned, a very large incision from the throat to the verte
brae sectioning all organs from the jugular and the carotid but also the trachea and the oesoph
agus. This practice brings on anatomo-physiological consequences. These are as follows: 

1. A regurgitation of the contents of the stomach through the oesophagus which is anatomical
ly beside the trachea 2. The animal continues to breath very hard from the agony that can last 



a quarter of an hour where it inhales faecal matter, rich in germs of all sorts. 3. This matter th
at was inhaled all the way to the pulmonary alveoli distributes the germs in the blood much m
ore easily because the membrane there is very thin and the circulation, let’s remember, is alw
ays working during this period of agony and even accelerated by the stress at the level of esse
ntial organs. 4. Enormous risk of contamination in the depth of the meat is consequently there
. 5. We observe also from the intense stress, two physiological phenomenon which conjugate 
the fall of all immune systems. And the concentration of blood in the essential organs, you ca
n say that the animal retains its blood. This is a natural process of survival that brings on also 
a bleeding that is not as good. This is opposing the allegations of people doing this practice. T
here is in fact, a greater production of toxins. 6. The longer the agony finally brings on violen
t convulsions accompanied by defecation and urine, all of it splashing the whole slaughtering 
area. We clearly see the consequences for the nutritional well being of the consumers. We inf
ringe the sacred idea of the precautionary principle to respect an exotic practice that is irratio
nal, unsustainable on all plains. Based on a superstition from the middle-ages that is observed
. In these conditions, the actual derogations to the European rules permitting ritual slaughter, 
are they acceptable? The multiplication of cases of toxic infections was predictable… and wil
l touch mostly non-Muslims that are not conscious of the risks that are not controlled and of t
he culinary habits that makes consumers eat meat that is much more raw. (than Muslims eat 
meat) 

I strongly oppose the fact that one specific religion be imposed upon or take precedence over 
all other chosen religions and I am now finding it increasingly harder to source NON HALA
L meat & food products. With most Supermarket chains & butchers bending to this, I feel this
 has become an easy money making and possibly money laundering HALAL scheme. All aim
ed to extract large amounts of funds from both moslem and non-moslem Australian citizens b
y stealth. 

  

Debra Smith  

26/7/15 
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From: Stephen and Elaine Jurdison  
Sent: Monday, 27 July 2015 9:33 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Submission for Certification Inquiry

27/7/2015

Inquiry: the Third party certification of food The Terms of Reference:
On 13 May 2015, the Senate referred the following matters to the Economics References
 Committee for inquiry and report by 30 November 2015:

a. the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not
 limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and
 general food safety certification schemes;
b. current labelling requirements of food certification schemes;
c. the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees;
d. whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to
 make informed purchasing decisions;
e. details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and
 the potential for these to impact on prices for consumers; f. the importance of food
 certification schemes in relation to export market access and returns to producers;
g. the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including,
 but not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any related
 matters.

Response to the terms of reference in point order:

A. The extent of halal certification is hidden from consumers. Many producers no longer
 display HC logo, so consumers can not choose to support this Islamic tax, or not.

B. Labelling MUST be required to clearly display the producers support for halal
 certification. If any of their products (export OR domestic) carry halal certification, this
 should be displayed, so consumers can choose to support the Islamic tax, or not. This
 includes parent companies of the brand if any of the profits (and costs) are shared to or
 from parent companies that pay halal certification, as these costs will be spread across all
 brands indirectly.

C. There is no “need” for halal certification. Muslim groups have agreed that “certification”
 is not required. It was devised PURELY to raise funds to grow islam.
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D. Current labelling does NOT allow consumers to make an informed choice as to whether
 they wish to contribute to the growth of islam in Western nations, including Australia.

E. Producers are forced to sign non disclosure agreements to hide the fees paid, which are
 charged according to the producers “ability to pay”, not on any other basis.

F. Halal certification is not important to exports. Producers have been deceived. The halal
 certification scheme was developed purely to tax westerners to fund Islam.

G. Information is not forthcoming from producers that support halal certification. Many
 are deceiving consumers for fear of the boycotting movement, which will increase with
 exposure to the scam. The damage to Australia’s productivity through this deceptive
 religious tax will continue until it is banned. The Australian Government MUST BAN FEE
 COLLECTION for halal certification. Allow producers to certify if they choose, but require
 that their support for halal certification is CLEARLY
shown on all labels of their brands, domestic or export. The “necessity” for halal
 certification will then be shown for what it is – not necessary.

Conclusion for committee consideration:

Committee members should spend some considerable time to become familiar with Islam
 and the Koran. Halal certification was developed purely to extract funds from non Islamic
 Westerners, to fund the growth and promotion of Islam. Islam is a death cult. Islam
 preaches death to non believers, and practices many barbaric and unacceptable
 ideologies that contradict modern civilised law. The only intention of Islam is to dominate

 the world, and the halal certification rort is funding that cause. Please be aware, when
 questioning any Islamic group or individual, that the practice of Taqiyya allows
 them, and encourages them to lie and deceive infidels, if it is in the best
 interests of Islam. The “Religion of peace” refers to the peace that will be upon the
 world when the whole world is dominated by islam, and controlled by Sharia law.
There is no such thing as a “moderate Muslim”. All practicing Muslims will be called to act,
 and they will obey when called to act.
Halal certification in Australia is a $billion+ industry. Globally, conservatively, $2.5trillion
 annually. Imagine if that productivity was returned to Australian producers, AND
 Australian consumers could once again support Australian producers.

Halal certified producers will INCREASINGLY be boycotted,
 until the Government bans halal certification completely, or
 at very least bans fee collection for certification.

Mosques breed radical Muslims. Hidden cameras in large mosques in the UK have



 shown how members of the congregation are selected, invited to closed meetings
 normally in private homes or smaller club rooms. These individuals are very slowly (over a
 period of months) “radicalised”. They are brainwashed to obey the Koran literally. Islam
 must be banned and all religious concessions removed including the banning of mosques,
 halal certification, and any attempt to implement ANY part of sharia into our own culture,
 as all every concession we make weakens our own culture, and strengthens Islam within
 our own communities.
Islam currently has “no go zones” throughout the world, in Western nations including UK,
 Sweden and other parts of Europe. These zones START with a mosque. Muslims gradually
 move into the area and then systematically persecute the local residents and businesses
 until they leave. I can provide video of an Australian refugee – they were spat on,
 physically attacked and abused, until they had to leave their home and move – from
 Lakemba, Sydney.
Japan does not have a “problem” with Muslims or Islam as they have banned Mosques and
 ALL Islamic following or practices. Please consider the future of Australia. Islam has only
 one plan, and that is the death to all infidels, world domination under sharia law.

Solution
 Ban fee collection for halal certification. Australians do not wish to fund Islamic interests,
 directly or indirectly. If they do, it should be by choice and with knowledge they are doing
 so. Once fee collection has been removed from the practice, it will be very quickly
 established just how necessary halal certification is. It is not at all necessary. Some
 producers exporting to the Middle East have avoided halal certification fees because
 “Muslims already love your products, they don’t need to be certified”. It is purely a scam
 of gigantic proportions.
Ban all mosques and give Islamic leaders a short period of time to sell the properties. Sale
 funds should be confiscated to reimburse Australian producers who have been extorted
 by this scam for many years. Mosques have been built largely by the proceeds of a rort, or
 government funding.
Ban Islamic club rooms, community centres and meeting places.
In the interests of Australia and loyal Australians, please act. This scam must be STOPPED.
Thank you.
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27th July 2015  

Senate Standing Committees on Economics, 

PO Box 6100,  

Parliament House, Canberra, ACT 2600  

Dear Senators,  

I hereby make a submission to the Senate Economics References Committee 

In relation to the Enquiry into Food Certification Schemes,  

and in particular Halal Certification Schemes.  

 Term of Reference (c):  

As a consumer, I believe I have a right to know if the food I am buying is halal 
certified or not. This is because my studies of the issue conclude that  

1. Halal certification is a charge (tax?) imposed on the whole community by
a small minority – muslims – to meet their requirements under Sharia.
No other part of our community imposes such a tax on the rest of the
community. Even the government does not generally tax food. If
muslims want halal food, then they, and they alone, should pay for it.

2. It is unnecessary in relation to our health and food security, and
therefore is opposed by many muslims and non-muslims alike. It results
in increased costs of foods, and unbelievably other non-food products
and services, which I do not wish to pay.

3. We have a right to clear and accurate labelling so we know what we are
consuming. There are already effective laws in regard to labelling in
other areas such as country of origin, fat content, sugar, calorific value,
etc. There should be no barriers to labelling halal certification.



Consequently, I propose that 

1. All products be required to be clearly labelled as to whether or not they
are halal certified, so consumers can make a choice accordingly. Halal
certified food and products will still be available to those who want it,
but they can pay for it.

Yours faithfully,  

Anthony J. Weil  
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From: Graham McDonald  
Sent: Monday, 27 July 2015 10:26 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal certification??

I have only one question?

Can the Australian Government guarantee me that I am not paying any money toward the
 Islamic faith through the fees paid by companies to have the Halal certificate?

I would suggest this is contrary to our Constitution which states that one religion must not
 be promoted over another.

Thank goodness for people in our parliaments who have areal concern for this country.

Regards

Graham McDonald

National Children's Advocate
Children of the World - Ministry of Campus Crusade for Christ Australia

Mobile:  
Website: www.children.org.au

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
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Submission from 

ph:

To: Senate Standing Committee’s on Economic 
P O Box 6100 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600 

 “PLEASE WITHHOLD PERSONAL INFORMATION” 

13/07/2015 

Re: Third Party Halal Certification in Australia 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

I am writing to you to oppose the practice of halal certification in Australia. This practice extends to 
the Islamic ritualistic slaughter of animals, transport, employment and associated industries. I do not 
wish to financially support any Islamic organisation in any shape or form.  

The Australian population of Muslims is roughly 2%, of that 2% about half I’m told are practising 
Muslims who abide by the HALAL rules.  These very same Muslims know what they can and cannot 
eat and don’t even bother looking for little labels on their foods.   In fact, a lot of Muslims are not 
even aware of the HALAL-C Schemes.  
As we all know by now there is HALAL-C foods and halal naturally foods, Muslims do not need to 
have their naturally halal foods HALAL-C.    

Terms of Reference 

The need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees 

Meat exports are now almost all Halal-C even for countries who are not governed by the Islamic 
Sharia.  Why is that?   Why are we only employing Muslim Slaughtermen?  Isn’t this against our very 
own discrimination laws?    
We are now in the position that all meat for sale domestically seems to be HALAL-C simply because 
most abattoirs are.   As an Australian I believe if we are to eat an animal we are to give that animal a 
good life and a quick and painless death.  Why have our animal welfare standards been lowered and 
why haven’t the Australian people been notified?    

Whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to 
make informed purchasing decisions 

All meat should be labelled properly so we are aware of religious kills and Halal slaughter and we can 
make our purchasing decisions based on the label.    



The extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers 
including, but not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; any 
related matters 

Mr. Ayan in submission number 205  states “It is fair to say that halal certification, and 
particularly how certifiers practice it, has many deep seated problems. Their audit and 
supervision as well as their service provision are poor. There are also credible reports that 
some engage in corrupt, unethical and improper practices. The system allow s them to do so 
and some therefore take full advantage of it.  Halal certification has been widely described 
by leading members of the Muslim community, aptly in view, as a cash cow whose function 
is to collect as much money as possible in exchange for little or no provision of services 
beyond signing and issuing certificates.” He also states “important to point out that all the 
halal certifiers are not Islamic societies, even though some may disguise themselves as 
being so and even though the government claims that they are” 

As we can see from Mr Ayans admissions there are so many issues that need to be 
addressed. We can see the level of corruption by what is being Halal-C.  Flour, sugar, salt, 
milk, honey, plastics, transport etc etc.  The lack of labelling and general understanding by 
the Australian community shows the whole HALAL-C business is deceitful, corrupt and 
needs to removed from the domestic market altogether.  

Conclusion 

I feel that unknowingly purchasing goods/products due to limited or NO halal labelling, is 
taking away my right as an Christian consumer in making an informed purchasing decision 
and I would ALWAYS choose NOT TO PURCHASE HALAL CERTIFIED GOODS.  

It seems very deliberate and secretive practices are being used to keep the majority of 
Australian’s in the dark regarding halal certification. Muslims/Islamic organisation are 
profiting from halal certification that does not need to be practiced in Australia or any other 
country in the world. Muslims know what foods are halal (permitted) and haram (prohibited) 
and if there is any doubt, they recite a bismillah and they can consume the product. 

Australia is a multiracial, multi-faith and multicultural society, to religiously label food 
products is a great injustice to the Australian Community as a whole.  

In the interests of harmony within our society it cannot be seen that one religion is gaining 
favour at the cost of the rest of the people.  This is exactly what is happening now, where 
98% of the population are financially supporting a religion in the most deceiving manner. Of 
course people are going to get angry and of course this will divide the nation as we are 
seeing now.  

Thank you for taking the time to read and consider my submission. 

Kind Regards 
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From: Debbie Thompson  
Sent: Monday, 27 July 2015 11:09 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal certification

Im keeping this short as I can, I do not have a problem with Halal although I do
 believe it is getting ridiculous when something like water is Halal certified, but as a
 consumer I want the choice, Its the companies responsibility to ensure all
 products in their care are clearly labeled. The cost should not be passed on to the
 consumer if there is a requirement to pay for logos to appear. It is deception and
 should be regulated. This is especially important on meat products, I do not
 condone the halal slaughter of meat at all. Coles and the big supermarkets need
 to own up and label their meat. Why cover it up, what do they have to hide?
 Without regulation to label products it really is deception. If they dont have a
 problem with selling it then theres no reason to not stamp it so we can see where
 it comes from.

This needs to be reviewed please, if I choose not to support halal it should not be
 hidden from anyone. We all feel powerless when we go to the shops and have to
 research every single product to find out if its Halal certified. What about my
 religious beliefs? 

My choice has been taken away, Companies need to be responsible for their
 choice to certify I want to be responsible for my own choice whether to buy or not.

Sending this with the hopes that smoke will clear and we will soon have some sort
 of clarity.
Deb Thompson

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
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From:  
Sent: Monday, 27 July 2015 11:30 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third party certifications

Senate standing committee on economics.

Submission part A third party certification of foods.

I have deep concerns about religiously certified foods such as Halal certification. I
If halal produce are sold without our consent and knowledge and funds  a religion
 we do not want to be part of, this is a violation of our human rights.  There seems
 to be a very large  number of Halal Certifiers for a small population of Islamists in
 this country.
I do not want monies from halal certification to go towards furthering the Islamic
 cause.

Submission part  B

Current labelling for food certification seem to be almost non existent.  Most of the
 meat in butchers and supermarkets have been slaughtered in Halal abbatoir but
 you rarely see any such labelling.

Submission Part C

Should be legal obligation for labelling foods that are Halal certified. A complete
 ban on this would be better as it is not needed.

Before certification a religious person would only have to pray over their food
 before consumption.   

I do not wish to purchase products that have been religiously blessed.  .

Submission Part D and E

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au


There are many large companies that are paying for Halal certification but do not
 have any labelling. 

The religious slaughtering of animals is inhumane and only Muslim males are
 allowed to be slaughtermen.  This is discrimination 

The cost of this is then passed on to the consumer for no real benefit. 

Submission Part F

We are told we have to have Halal certification for export markets.  The USA is our
 largest importer followed by Japan and Korea with China showing big interest. 
 None of these countries are Islamic and would not need Halal certification.

Submission Part G

It is hard to get information of certification costs, processes and to whom the fees
 are paid.
Certifiers are mostly Islamic organisations that are registered non for profit.  Hard
 to believe when we are told Halal certification is worth billions of dollars.

Yours sincerely

A.Weatherall
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Submission to Senate Standing Committees on Economics 
From Mr R Johnston 

Re: Inquiry Into The Third Party Certification of Food 
 

Summary 
I make this submission to express my deep concern re the following issues: 

1. The existence of the wide-spread certification fee on foods produced in Australia arising 
from the unjustified religious requirements of a small minority of the population 

2. The absence of rigorous regulation and monitoring of the practice of marketing religious 
certification of foods to Australian food producers 

3. The absence of appropriate accountability re the disbursement of funds collected by food 
certifying agents  

4. The lack of transparency in the labelling of foods 
5. The substantial cost impost on the majority of Australian consumers of the food 

certification fee and its associated processes 
 
 

1. The existence of the wide-spread certification fee on foods produced in 
Australia arising from the unjustified religious requirements of a small 
minority of the population 
 

I write specifically about the existence of a wide-spread certification fee regime associated with 
‘halal foods’ in Australia.  

Halal and haram are generic terms used in Islamic cultures to mean “permitted” and “forbidden” 
respectively.  While generally used in relation to foods, they can also be applied to other aspects of 
living.  In respect of foods, the term ‘halal’ can apply to the content of the food and/or the method 
by which the food is prepared for consumption. 

It is not contested that Islam has strict food requirements that are (in theory) imposed on its 
followers.  I respect the right of Muslims to choose to follow the requirements of their religion and 
to source foods that are ‘halal’.  However, to have those requirements imposed on a whole 
population by means of a generic certification process and fee applying to an increasingly wide 
range of foods is not acceptable. 

The concept of ‘halal certification’ is currently being applied to products as basic as water, honey, 
nuts, grains, milk, vegemite and other food stuffs that would generally not be a concern to Muslims.  
But even if foods or their methods of production were potentially a concern for Muslims, the 
question must be asked:  

Why should the requirements of a small subset of a total of 2.2% of the population be 
imposed (in the form of a cost) on the whole population? 

The concern becomes even greater when considering that many Muslims do not strictly concern 
themselves with the ‘halal’ clearance on foods anyhow.   While there may be a small number within 
Islamic communities who pursue a pure practice of Islam, most do not concern themselves with the 



question of ‘permissible’ or ‘forbidden’ foods with the possible exception of meats, methods of 
slaughtering animals and foods containing alcohol.  

What may have started many years ago as a reasonable desire on the part of Muslims to source 
‘halal’ meats has now become a generic food certification process that is all about money and 
marketing. And, if one is looking for an Islamic justification for such a process, one might in fact find 
the opposite.  The Koran records the following: 

And say not concerning that which your tongue says falsely: "This is Halal and this is Haram," 
so as to invent lies against Allah. Verily, those who invent lies against Allah will never 
prosper...A passing brief enjoyment (will be theirs), but they will have a painful 
torment (Sura 16:116-117) 

So woe to those who write the "scripture" with their own hands, then say, "This is from Allah 
," in order to exchange it for a small price. Woe to them for what their hands have written 
and woe to them for what they earn. (Sura 2:79) 

‘Halal’ certification is an image stamped on a product in return for a fee.  The fee buys a ‘stamp’ or 
‘symbol’ that signifies, in theory, that the product passes the Islamic requirement for a product.  The 
fee is therefore either an Islamic food levy or a royalty for the right to use a symbol signifying 
clearance.  Either way, concerns must be raised as to the validity of such practices.   Surely, if the fee 
is an Islamic food levy, it violates the right of Australian citizens who reject the teaching and religious 
requirements of Islam.  In other words, it potentially undermines the ‘freedom of religion’ and the 
right to uphold religious beliefs for non-Muslim Australians.  On the other hand, if the fee is a royalty 
for the right to use a symbol, it adds an additional concern that Australians are being exploited by 
opportunistic certifiers with dubious qualifications who engage in the marketing of a largely 
unnecessary service. 

It is my strong view that people who require foods that conform to their religious requirements 
should bear the additional costs of those requirements themselves.  Just as one of our daughters 
has to bear the substantial cost burden of purchasing foods that are ‘coeliac’ friendly, and our foster-
daughter has to bear the cost burden of her choice to be a vegan, so too, people with specific 
religious requirements should be made to cover the costs of their specific choices.  It should be up to 
them to negotiate through their communities with manufacturers to produce what they require.  It 
should be up to them to negotiate the real additional costs of such requirements (if any) with the 
producers.  It must not be imposed on the rest of Australia as a compulsory surcharge on their 
purchases. 

 
2.  The absence of rigorous regulation and monitoring of the practice of 
marketing religious certification of foods to Australian food producers 
 

Notwithstanding my general objection to the very existence of a generic certification process and 
fee, my concerns are exacerbated by the absence of an appropriately rigorous regulation of this 
environment.  Reports abound about self-styled, self-accredited ‘certifiers’ presenting themselves to 
producers to ‘market’ certification for an up-front fee.   Producers, not wanting to be left behind in 
terms of market share, gullibly pay the fee thinking that their product will be more desirable.  They 
simply add the fee as a cost of production and the shelf-price rises accordingly. 



Even if the practice of ‘halal’ certification were to continue for the sake of Muslim citizens, all 
Australian citizens must be protected from all forms of manipulation, deception, exploitation and 
extortion.  It should be the responsibility of the ACCC or ASIC to closely monitor and regulate this 
industry. 

In my view, if the industry is to continue, the costs associated with such certification should NOT be a 
percentage levy OR a flat fee.  These kinds of fees are an invitation to corruption and exploitation.  If 
they exist at all, the fees should be representative of actual additional costs in the production 
process with regulated and approved certifiers fees controlled through the ACCC/ASIC. 

 

3. The absence of appropriate accountability re the disbursement of funds 
collected by food certifying agents  
 
It is reckoned that hundreds of millions of dollars are paid over to ‘halal’ certifiers in Australia each 
year.  Where the money ends up is almost impossible to determine.  There appears to be no 
accountability for the quantum of money collected, nor for the disbursement of that money.   

In my view, Australians need to be assured that none of this money is ending up in the hands of 
terrorist organizations or criminal organizations.  At the moment, it is my understanding that such 
assurances cannot be given.  This urgently needs to change.  

If there is no process for the accreditation and formal authorization of ‘halal’ certifiers; if there are 
no requirements re the qualifications of certifiers; if there is no process for the regulation of the 
industry (i.e., standards, evidence, etc), then it goes without saying that the industry is open to 
serious manipulation and criminal infiltration.  Australians demand changes to this lack of 
transparency, accountability and oversight of the industry. 

 

4. The lack of transparency in the labelling of foods 
 

As currently practiced, the use of the ‘halal’ certification symbol is assumed to be understood by 
consumers.  While many Australian consumers would know that the process of ‘halal’ certification 
had something to do with Islam, beyond that they would have little understanding of the religious 
practices that attend some of the food production processes.  They would certainly have little 
knowledge that the certification represents a production cost and therefore a higher shelf-price for 
the product. 

Australian consumers deserve to be fully informed of the implications of ‘halal’ certification.  A 
symbol is not enough.  Each product, if it is going to be certified at all, should specify when religious 
rituals have been applied during the processing of the food product.  I also believe that each product 
that bears an ‘halal’ certification symbol should specify the percentage levy that has been applied to 
the production costs. 

 

 



5. The substantial cost impost on the majority of Australian consumers of the 
food certification fee and its associated processes 
 

Finally, I strongly object to any non-Muslim Australian having to bear any of the cost of this practice 
without clear warning and full disclosure.  Many Australians living at or below the poverty line who 
rely heavily on basic food stuffs are paying significantly more at the check-out than they need to be 
paying.  What’s more, they are doing so without full disclosure and without the opportunity to make 
a fully informed choice. 

This, in my view, is both an unethical and an immoral practice.   Pressure must be put on producers 
and or retailers to clearly identify any ‘halal’ certified products and disclose the quantum of the 
levy that has been imposed on the product because of Islamic ‘halal’ requirements. 
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From:  
Sent: Monday, 27 July 2015 12:09 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Food certification schemes submission

Dear food certification schemes inquiry,

We wish to address point (g) of the committee’s terms of reference, and particularly ask the committee to
 consider the importance of investigating whether some Australian halal certification organisations could be
 using funds raised from Australian businesses to fund, directly or indirectly, Islamic terrorism.

Firstly, all practising Muslims and Islamic organisations, including halal certifiers, are obliged to give Zakat to
 Islamic causes which amounts to 2.5% their wealth per year to be distributed among 8 categories. Some of
 these categories are laudable, such as helping the poor, but one is to support those fighting for Allah. Some
 Muslims claim to interpret this in an innocuous way, but a more widespread understanding is that this money is
 to go to those engaged in Islamic military operations for whom no salary is allotted i.e. volunteers for jihad.
 And Halal certifiers have been caught funding terrorism in this way before. In 2007 and 2008 the Islamic
 Society of North America was named by the Justice Department as involved with funding the terrorist group
 Hamas.

Secondly, we ask the committee to take into account that there is no religious requirement in Islam for Halal
 certification. A Muslim is obliged to eat foods only halal foods, but the vast majority of foods are halal by their
 very nature. Certification is at best a convenience for Muslims, and certifying bodies are only recent business
 constructs which began in the 1980s. It was soon discovered, however, that these organisations were very good
 at raising large amounts of money from gullible Westerners and now senior Muslim leaders are stating publicly
 that ‘halal can enable Muslims to dominate global economy and conquer the world.’

We put it to the committee that in-light of the above points and the common theme of Islam running through the
 halal certifying industry and world terrorism, that it is very much in the public interest to require a much higher
 standard of financial oversight and regulation of these bodies to ensure that money raised from Australian
 businesses is not being used against Australian interests.

Yours sincerely,

Barry and Anne Mulquin

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
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From: 
Sent: Monday, 27 July 2015 12:11 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: My submission to the enquiry on the third party labelling of food

Please find below my submission to the committee.

As a predominantly Christian country, where Muslims make up only a tiny percentage of the population, it
 strikes me as odd why over 95% of chicken and large proportions of other meats are sacrificed to the Islamic
 idol, Allah.

It also strikes me as odd that discriminatory employment practices required for halal slaughter dominate much
 of the meat processing industry in a country that supposedly prides itself on the principle of giving everyone a
 ‘fair go’ and backs this up with some of the strongest ‘anti-discrimination’ laws in the world.

I am not a fan of ‘anti-discrimination’ laws in general, but if these laws are powerless against overt religious
 and sex discrimination against non-Muslims and women, then I wonder why we have them at all.

For example, current requirements for slaughtermen according to the Islamic Co-Ordinating Council of Victoria
 include: Must be practicing male Muslims of good character known by at least two prominent Australian
 Muslims who are prepared to write a reference; must obtain a reference letter from the Imam of the Mosque
 where the slaughter man is well known; and must be members of an Islamic Society. Furthermore, during halal
 slaughter, Allah’s name be praised in a reverential tone by saying "Bismillah" (In the name of God) and then
 "Allahu akbar" (Allah is the greatest) before each individual slaughter.

There seems to be a large discrepancy between theory and practice in Australian anti-discrimination laws when
 it comes to halal slaughter. I therefore urge the committee, under its first term of reference, the extent of food
 certification schemes and certifiers in Australia, to investigate these discriminatory practices in the meat
 processing industry and recommend that they be outlawed as offensive in a predominantly Christian country
 and completely incompatible with our anti-discrimination principles.

Yours faithfully,

Mr. Joel David van der Horst
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From:  
Sent: Monday, 27 July 2015 12:12 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal labelling of meat should be made mandatory

Dear Senators,

Thank you for conducting an inquiry into food certification schemes. I particularly wish to address halal
 certification of meat and its labelling in Australia.

According to Islam, meat can only be halal if the animal is sacrificed to Allah by praising Allah’s name in a
 reverential tone when slaughtering. This is done by saying "Bismillah" (In the name of God) and then "Allahu
 akbar" (Allah is the greatest) before each individual slaughter, with the animal’s head facing toward Mecca. It
 is clear, therefore, that halal slaughter requires the animal to be sacrificed to an idol (Allah).

But the apostle Paul warns Christians about eating meat sacrificed to idols. Even though there is nothing wrong
 with the meat itself, because the idol has no real existence, he warns us of compromising another person’s
 conscience by eating such meat in company. For example, I would not wish to inadvertently serve halal meat to
 another Christian from a Jewish background, or one who follows the old testament food laws. My fellowship
 with that person and even his faith may be compromised by what he would interpret as my failure to adequately
 determine whether the meat is halal.

But this is not easy to do nowadays. Apparently halal meat forms a large proportion of the total meat sold in
 Australia, but most of it is not labelled as such. Therefore without in-depth research, I do not know whether the
 meat I buy in the supermarket has been sacrificed to an idol or not.

For this reason, I believe that halal slaughtered meat, if not banned completely, should at least be required to be
 clearly labelled. I therefore ask the committee to recommend that clear ‘halal’ labelling of all meat products is
 made mandatory in Australia, whether the meat is sold raw or as part of the ingredients in prepared dishes.

Yours sincerely,

Ms Rhonda Murrey

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
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From:  
Sent: Monday, 27 July 2015 12:18 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal labelling of meat should be made mandatory

Dear Senators,

Thank you for conducting an inquiry into food certification schemes. We particularly wish to address halal
 certification of meat and its labelling in Australia.

According to Islam, meat can only be halal if the animal is sacrificed to Allah by praising Allah’s name in a
 reverential tone when slaughtering. This is done by saying "Bismillah" (In the name of God) and then "Allahu
 akbar" (Allah is the greatest) before each individual slaughter, with the animal’s head facing toward Mecca. It
 is clear, therefore, that halal slaughter requires the animal to be sacrificed to an idol (Allah).

Apparently halal meat forms a large proportion of the total meat sold in Australia, but is specifically for a very
 small portion of the community, that is the Islamic community. Most of this meat is not labelled as halal.
 Therefore without in-depth research, we do not know whether the meat we buy in the supermarket  has been
 slaughtered to meat halal requirements or not.

For this reason, we believe that halal slaughtered meat, if not banned completely, should at least be required to
 be clearly labelled. We therefore ask the committee to recommend that clear ‘halal’ labelling of all meat
 products is made mandatory in Australia, whether the meat is sold raw or as part of the ingredients in prepared
 dishes.

Yours sincerely,

Murray and Zaharah Lumsden
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From:  
Sent: Monday, 27 July 2015 12:22 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal labelling of meat should be made mandatory

Dear Senators,

Thank you for conducting an inquiry into food certification schemes. I particularly wish to address halal
 certification of meat and its labelling in Australia.

According to Islam, meat can only be halal if the animal is sacrificed to Allah by praising Allah’s name in a
 reverential tone when slaughtering. This is done by saying "Bismillah" (In the name of God) and then "Allahu
 akbar" (Allah is the greatest) before each individual slaughter, with the animal’s head facing toward Mecca. It
 is clear, therefore, that halal slaughter requires the animal to be sacrificed to an idol (Allah).

But the apostle Paul warns Christians about eating meat sacrificed to idols. Even though there is nothing wrong
 with the meat itself, because the idol has no real existence, he warns us of compromising another person’s
 conscience by eating such meat in company. For example, I would not wish to inadvertently serve halal meat to
 another Christian from a Jewish background, or one who follows the old testament food laws. My fellowship
 with that person and even his faith may be compromised by what he would interpret as my failure to adequately
 determine whether the meat is halal.

But this is not easy to do nowadays. Apparently halal meat forms a large proportion of the total meat sold in
 Australia, but most of it is not labelled as such. Therefore without in-depth research, I do not know whether the
 meat I buy in the supermarket has been sacrificed to an idol or not.

For this reason, I believe that halal slaughtered meat, if not banned completely, should at least be required to be
 clearly labelled. I therefore ask the committee to recommend that clear ‘halal’ labelling of all meat products is
 made mandatory in Australia, whether the meat is sold raw or as part of the ingredients in prepared dishes.

Yours sincerely,

Mr Robert Barr
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From:  
Sent: Monday, 27 July 2015 12:32 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal labelling of meat should be made mandatory

Dear Senators,

Thank you for conducting an inquiry into food certification schemes. I particularly wish to address halal
 certification of meat and its labelling in Australia.

 I ask the committee to recommend that clear ‘halal’ labelling of all meat products is made mandatory in
 Australia, whether the meat is sold raw or as part of the ingredients in prepared dishes.

Yours sincerely,

Ps Anne Edgar
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From:  
Sent: Monday, 27 July 2015 12:40 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal labelling of meat should be made mandatory

Dear Senators,

Thank you for conducting an inquiry into food certification schemes. I particularly wish to address halal
 certification of meat and its labelling in Australia.

According to Islam, meat can only be halal if the animal is sacrificed to Allah by praising Allah’s name in a
 reverential tone when slaughtering. This is done by saying "Bismillah" (In the name of God) and then "Allahu
 akbar" (Allah is the greatest) before each individual slaughter, with the animal’s head facing toward Mecca. It
 is clear, therefore, that halal slaughter requires the animal to be sacrificed to an idol (Allah).

But the apostle Paul warns Christians about eating meat sacrificed to idols. Even though there is nothing wrong
 with the meat itself, because the idol has no real existence, he warns us of compromising another person’s
 conscience by eating such meat in company. For example, I would not wish to inadvertently serve halal meat to
 another Christian from a Jewish background, or one who follows the old testament food laws. My fellowship
 with that person and even his faith may be compromised by what he would interpret as my failure to adequately
 determine whether the meat is halal.

But this is not easy to do nowadays. Apparently halal meat forms a large proportion of the total meat sold in
 Australia, but most of it is not labelled as such. Therefore without in-depth research, I do not know whether the
 meat I buy in the supermarket has been sacrificed to an idol or not.

For this reason, I believe that halal slaughtered meat, if not banned completely, should at least be required to be
 clearly labelled. I therefore ask the committee to recommend that clear ‘halal’ labelling of all meat products is
 made mandatory in Australia, whether the meat is sold raw or as part of the ingredients in prepared dishes.

Yours sincerely,

Mr Giulio di Somma
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From:  
Sent: Monday, 27 July 2015 12:51 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Food labelling/Certifications

Senators,
Thank you for taking the time to read this.

Other than proprietary information, all ingredients etc, all additives, all preservatives, all dietary information,
 country of origin, third party taxes i.e. HALAL, KOSHER etc. must be clearly labeled on each product.

All businesses must clearly label their certifications and associations i.e. Food standards, Quality standards,
 HALAL, KOSHER etc.

The Government must inform the public of their intentions to support entities i.e. Muslim/HALAL
 community/certifications on how this support will affect the wider Australian public with independent
 adjudication.

The Government must govern for the Australia people for their betterment and not govern with self interest or
 self profit or pander to selected groups.

Performance is measured by Leadership Commitment
Regards
Peter Evans
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From:  
Sent: Monday, 27 July 2015 12:55 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: The Halal certification industry needs greater scrutiny

Dear Senate Standing Committee on Economics,

With reference to the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about halal certifiers, the
 possibility that Australian businesses are unwittingly funding Islamic terrorism through this means concerns me
 greatly. I therefore ask the committee to ensure that our national security is not being compromised by
 permitting these schemes to operate in Australia.

Terrorist groups have been funded by the proceeds of Halal certification before. For example, in 2007 and 2008
 the Islamic Society of North America, an organisation involved in halal certification, was named by the Justice
 Department as a co-conspirator in two federal trials dealing with the financing of the terrorist group Hamas.
 Whilst no Australian groups have yet been implicated, many of the certifying bodies operating here are
 subsidiaries of overseas Islamic organisations making it very difficult to determine where some of the money
 ultimately ends up.

And the money Australian companies pay to Islamic certifying bodies is considerable. It is reported that fees
 range from as much as $300,000 a year for an abattoir, $40,000 for a chicken processor to $5000 for a suburban
 take-away. Even if only a small fraction of these sums are used for nefarious purposes, it would still amount to
 a significant funding source for terrorist groups and would materially increase the risk to Australian civilians
 and soldiers.

I therefore ask that the committee recommend that the Federal Government put in place mechanisms for more
 closely regulating and monitoring Australian Halal certification bodies, as well as their overseas parent bodies,
 to ensure that no portion of the considerable money paid to them by Australian businesses funds Islamic
 terrorism.

Yours faithfully,

Mrs Lidia Koniuszko
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From:  
Sent: Monday, 27 July 2015 1:05 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: My submission to the enquiry on the third party labelling of food

Please find below my submission to the committee.

As a predominantly Christian country, where Muslims make up only a tiny percentage of the population, it
 strikes me as odd why over 95% of chicken and large proportions of other meats are sacrificed to the Islamic
 idol, Allah.

It also strikes me as odd that discriminatory employment practices required for halal slaughter dominate much
 of the meat processing industry in a country that supposedly prides itself on the principle of giving everyone a
 ‘fair go’ and backs this up with some of the strongest ‘anti-discrimination’ laws in the world.

I am not a fan of ‘anti-discrimination’ laws in general, but if these laws are powerless against overt religious
 and sex discrimination against non-Muslims and women, then I wonder why we have them at all.

For example, current requirements for slaughtermen according to the Islamic Co-Ordinating Council of Victoria
 include: Must be practicing male Muslims of good character known by at least two prominent Australian
 Muslims who are prepared to write a reference; must obtain a reference letter from the Imam of the Mosque
 where the slaughter man is well known; and must be members of an Islamic Society. Furthermore, during halal
 slaughter, Allah’s name be praised in a reverential tone by saying "Bismillah" (In the name of God) and then
 "Allahu akbar" (Allah is the greatest) before each individual slaughter.

There seems to be a large discrepancy between theory and practice in Australian anti-discrimination laws when
 it comes to halal slaughter. I therefore urge the committee, under its first term of reference, the extent of food
 certification schemes and certifiers in Australia, to investigate these discriminatory practices in the meat
 processing industry and recommend that they be outlawed as offensive in a predominantly Christian country
 and completely incompatible with our anti-discrimination principles.

Yours faithfully,

Mr Brian Tideman
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From: 
Sent: Monday, 27 July 2015 1:11 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: The Halal certification industry needs greater scrutiny

Dear Senate Standing Committee on Economics,

With reference to the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about halal certifiers, the
 possibility that Australian businesses are unwittingly funding Islamic terrorism through this means concerns me
 greatly. I therefore ask the committee to ensure that our national security is not being compromised by
 permitting these schemes to operate in Australia.

Terrorist groups have been funded by the proceeds of Halal certification before. For example, in 2007 and 2008
 the Islamic Society of North America, an organisation involved in halal certification, was named by the Justice
 Department as a co-conspirator in two federal trials dealing with the financing of the terrorist group Hamas.
 Whilst no Australian groups have yet been implicated, many of the certifying bodies operating here are
 subsidiaries of overseas Islamic organisations making it very difficult to determine where some of the money
 ultimately ends up.

And the money Australian companies pay to Islamic certifying bodies is considerable. It is reported that fees
 range from as much as $300,000 a year for an abattoir, $40,000 for a chicken processor to $5000 for a suburban
 take-away. Even if only a small fraction of these sums are used for nefarious purposes, it would still amount to
 a significant funding source for terrorist groups and would materially increase the risk to Australian civilians
 and soldiers.

I therefore ask that the committee recommend that the Federal Government put in place mechanisms for more
 closely regulating and monitoring Australian Halal certification bodies, as well as their overseas parent bodies,
 to ensure that no portion of the considerable money paid to them by Australian businesses funds Islamic
 terrorism.

Yours faithfully,

Mr Mark Cosstick
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From:  
Sent: Monday, 27 July 2015 1:19 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal labelling of meat should be made mandatory

Dear Senators,

Thank you for conducting an inquiry into food certification schemes. I particularly wish to address halal
 certification of meat and its labelling in Australia.

According to Islam, meat can only be halal if the animal is sacrificed to Allah by praising Allah’s name in a
 reverential tone when slaughtering. This is done by saying "Bismillah" (In the name of God) and then "Allahu
 akbar" (Allah is the greatest) before each individual slaughter, with the animal’s head facing toward Mecca. It
 is clear, therefore, that halal slaughter requires the animal to be sacrificed to an idol (Allah).

But the apostle Paul warns Christians about eating meat sacrificed to idols. Even though there is nothing wrong
 with the meat itself, because the idol has no real existence, he warns us of compromising another person’s
 conscience by eating such meat in company. For example, I would not wish to inadvertently serve halal meat to
 another Christian from a Jewish background, or one who follows the old testament food laws. My fellowship
 with that person and even his faith may be compromised by what he would interpret as my failure to adequately
 determine whether the meat is halal.

But this is not easy to do nowadays. Apparently halal meat forms a large proportion of the total meat sold in
 Australia, but most of it is not labelled as such. Therefore without in-depth research, I do not know whether the
 meat I buy in the supermarket has been sacrificed to an idol or not.

For this reason, I believe that halal slaughtered meat, if not banned completely, should at least be required to be
 clearly labelled. I therefore ask the committee to recommend that clear ‘halal’ labelling of all meat products is
 made mandatory in Australia, whether the meat is sold raw or as part of the ingredients in prepared dishes.

Yours sincerely,

Mr Alastair Macdonald
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From:
Sent: Monday, 27 July 2015 1:46 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal food certification schemes submission

Dear food certification schemes inquiry,

We wish to address point (g) of the committee’s terms of reference, and particularly ask the committee to
 consider the importance of investigating whether some Australian halal certification organisations could be
 using funds raised from Australian businesses to fund, directly or indirectly, Islamic terrorism.

Firstly, all practising Muslims and Islamic organisations, including halal certifiers, are obliged to give Zakat to
 Islamic causes which amounts to 2.5% their wealth per year to be distributed among 8 categories. Some of
 these categories are laudable, such as helping the poor, but one is to support those fighting for Allah. Some
 Muslims claim to interpret this in an innocuous way, but a more widespread understanding is that this money is
 to go to those engaged in Islamic military operations for whom no salary is allotted i.e. volunteers for jihad.
 And Halal certifiers have been caught funding terrorism in this way before. In 2007 and 2008 the Islamic
 Society of North America was named by the Justice Department as involved with funding the terrorist group
 Hamas.

Secondly, we ask the committee to take into account that there is no religious requirement in Islam for Halal
 certification. A Muslim is obliged to eat foods only halal foods, but the vast majority of foods are halal by their
 very nature. Certification is at best a convenience for Muslims, and certifying bodies are only recent business
 constructs which began in the 1980s. It was soon discovered, however, that these organisations were very good
 at raising large amounts of money from gullible Westerners and now senior Muslim leaders are stating publicly
 that ‘halal can enable Muslims to dominate global economy and conquer the world.’

We put it to the committee that in light of the above points and the common theme of Islam running through the
 halal certifying industry and world terrorism, that it is very much in the public interest to require a much higher
 standard of financial oversight and regulation of these bodies to ensure that money raised from Australian
 businesses is not being used against Australian interests.

Yours sincerely,

Ian and Dianne Mullins
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From: Catherine Ahmelman 
Sent: Monday, 27 July 2015 1:50 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Submission to the Senate Standing Committee on Economics enquiry into Third Party
 Certification of Food

To:

The Committee Secretariat,
Enquiry Into Third Party Certification of Food
Senate Standing Committee on Economics
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600

To the members of the Committee,

I make this submission as a natural citizen of Australia, and a person of ethical and
 humane standards, in good faith and honesty, and out of great concern about third party
 certification and labelling in Australia.  While the main gist of my submission is, of
 necessity under the circumstances in which we as a nation find ourselves, more noticeably
 directed at Halal third party certification, it does and should apply to all third party
 certification situations.  Democracy is founded on free choice, and free choice is of
 necessity founded on clear and unhindered access to full information about the subject of
 any choice we make.  This is particularly so when considering choices involving the food
 we eat and the ethical and religious choices we make.

1. Third party certification is a certification undertaken by various bodies for various
 purposes - e.g. exclusion of certain allergens (e.g. nuts, lactose, gluten etc.), health
 advantages (e.g. Heart tick), methods of production (e.g. organic, non-GMO) or religious
 (e.g. Kosher, Halal).  

            (i)         When a consumer chooses to purchase an item bearing the symbol or
 wording denoting one of these certifications or properties they are making a free choice as
 is their right in a free-market economy and a democracy.  
            (ii)        When an item has been certified by a body, organisation or individual for a
 specific reason and a fee has been paid, then it is only reasonable to expect the producer or
 manufacturer to pass on that fee, as it is a cost to business and they have a right to recoup
 that cost.   
            (iii)       When a product has had a third party certification fee paid on it by the
 manufacturer or producer, and that fee has been incorporated into the retail cost, then the
 consumer has the right to know, and the right to choose whether or not to purchase that
 item as a consequence in accordance with their own desires, ethics or religious beliefs.
            (iv)       When goods upon which a fee has been paid for third party certification are
 not so marked, the consumer is denied the right to make an informed choice - be it on
 health, ethical or religious grounds - whether or not to purchase that item.
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            (v)        The most notable and contentious third party certification in Australia at
 present is arguably that of Halal certification.
            (vi)       Australia already has very high levels of legislated food health and safety
 standards, handling and manufacturing standards etc., and no third party certification is
 able to override that legislation or standard, thus no third party certification can improve
 the health standards of our food.  Thus it is critical that consumers are fully and clearly
 informed when a third party certification has been applied to any food or goods, to enable
 them to make an informed choice when purchasing.

2. All consumers of food and goods need to be able to make clear and informed
 choices about the food and products they purchase.  In a free-market economy and
 democratic country there must be absolute freedom of choice for all consumers, and that
 freedom of choice can only be exercised by consumers when all food and goods are
 clearly and unambiguously labeled as to origin, method of manufacture, method of
 slaughter or any and all religious rites or requirements observed in their production.  

            (i)         While most manufacturers of goods "approved" by third party certifiers
 find it advantageous to clearly mark their goods as such, it is notable that Halal
 certification is rarely marked on goods so certified.  This makes it impossible at point of
 purchase to distinguish what has and has not been certified as Halal.  It is difficult at any
 time to know what is or is not Halal certified, and can usually only be done by contacting
 every supplier or manufacturer or producer (clearly an impossible task for individual
 consumers), or by availing oneself of the couple of lists researched and provided by a
 couple of individuals or small organisations, but such lists can quickly become out of date.
            (ii)        All third party certification must be clearly marked on all such certified
 food and goods, regardless of the certification body.  
            (iii)       Clear and utterly unambiguous marking must be applied to all such
 certified food and goods, and in such a way as to be clearly visible, legible and able to be
 understood and interpreted for exactly what certifying body, organisation or religion it
 represents and the certification that it stands for.  

 (iv)       There must be no ambiguity about the meaning of a third party certification
 label.
            (v)        In the spirit of "user pays" it is necessary for those who may require the
 certification by certain bodies to be the ones to pay for that certification and assurance that
 the product they are purchasing meets their individual dietary, ethical or religious needs.
 Thus, those wishing to make appropriate choices regarding heart health will seek out and
 pay for products bearing the "Heart Foundation Tick of Approval", knowing there is a
 premium built into the price to cover that assurance.  Likewise, those requiring everything
 from gluten-free foods, to Kosher foods, GMO-free foods, Waigu beef or genuinely free-
range eggs will seek out appropriately labelled foods and understand that they are paying a
 premium for that          assurance.  That is free-market economics at work, and is as it
 should be.
            (vi)       If producers and manufacturers find that their products do not sell well in
 Australia when clearly labelled as "Halal certified", then they have a free choice as to
 whether to continue to manufacture for the Australian market and Australian consumers or
 not.  that is free-market economics at work, and is as it should be.
            (vii)      If a manufacturer does label a product as Halal certified, but places the
 label in such a position that is it not visible or clearly visible on the outside of the
 packaging, that is deception.  Coon cheese is an example of such labelling.  As a
 consequence of this practice I do not and will not purchase or consume Coon cheese.
  People do not like to be deceived.  Consumers will respond negatively to deceptive
 practices once they become aware of them, therefore it is surely in the best interest of
 manufacturers and producers to be open and honest and to clearly label all their products
 in a way that leaves the consumer in no doubt as to what they are purchasing.  The



 enforcement of clear, unambiguous labelling of all      third party certification on all food
 and goods should be seen as a win for commerce, not a negative.

3. While the principle of freedom of religion is often and rightly expounded, the
 equally valid and necessary principle of freedom from religion is too often overlooked. 

            (i)         I am an ethical, spiritual and humane atheist, practicing no organised or
 specific religion.  Organised religion is anathema to me, and I do not wish to have
 involvement, whether overt, hidden, casual or specific, with any organised religion.
            (ii)        As such, I object in the strongest possible terms to any religion, religious
 organisation, individual or group of individuals of any religious belief imposing any
 religious rite, belief, act, ritual or practice on me or on my life in any manner or through
 any means, overt or otherwise.
            (iii)        I also object in the strongest possible terms to any religion, religious
 organisation, individual or group of individuals of any religious belief taking it upon
 themselves to bless, authorise, certify or ritualise any part of the production of the food or
 goods I choose to eat or purchase without clearly, openly, honestly and unambiguously
 labelling such products.

4. Section 116 of the Australian Constitution reads:  "The Commonwealth shall not
 make any law for establishing any religion, or for imposing any religious observance, or
 for prohibiting the free exercise of any religion, and no religious test shall be required as
 a qualification for any office or public trust under the Commonwealth."

            (i)         While my reading of the Constitution Act of 1901 Section 116 leads me to
 understand that it does not specifically address the right of an individual to be free from
 any religious observance of another, I feel such freedom to be implied within the phrases
 "The Commonwealth shall not make any law for establishing any religion, or for imposing
 any religious observance, or for prohibiting the free exercise of any religion…...".
            (ii)        Consequently, I believe no religion has the right to impose any belief, rite
 or ritual upon me by any means, nor does the Commonwealth have the right to permit any
 religion to impose any belief, rite or ritual upon me, whether by specific legislation or
 regulation, or, just as critically, by implication through inaction in not opposing or
 outlawing the imposition of religious blessings, rites, rituals or any other religious
 observance upon the foods or goods I wish to purchase - without ensuring such food or
 goods are clearly and unambiguously labeled.
            (iii)       Consequently, I believe that is not constitutional of any Australian
 government not to legislate for the specific, honest, unambiguous and very clear labelling
 of all third party certification of all food and goods sold within Australia, regardless of
 origin or nature of the third party certification involved.

5. Animal cruelty and inhumane treatment of animals is a matter of great importance
 to most Australians, and ethical people of all nationalities.  As omnivores humans do eat
 meat.  It is incumbent upon us as ethical beings to be humane and considerate in the
 treatment and ultimately the slaughter of the animals raised and killed for our benefit and
 consumption.  To treat food animals inhumanely is to debase ourselves, to descend to
 barbarity, and is not to be tolerated in this, the 21st century.   I was raised in the country
 where we killed some of our own stock for on-farm consumption, where the cattle were
 killed by a shot to the head for an instantaneous death.  I have also worked at an abattoir
 and witnessed the slaughter of cattle for export and domestic consumption, where the
 cattle were all slaughtered in accordance with the best practice for humane slaughter, i.e.
 by irreversible stunning (by captive bolt shot to the head) prior to bleeding, meaning there
 was no possibility of the animals regaining consciousness while being bled or at any time
 during the processing.



            (i)         My understanding of both Kosher and Halal slaughter is that those
 religions require the stunning of the animals to be "reversible", meaning that it is possible
 for the animal to regain consciousness while being bled out and further processed.  I will
 not go into further detail of what this involves, I urge you to visit an abattoir to discover
 for yourself.  Imagine, if you will or can, the pain and terror an animal would feel should
 it regain consciousness while suspended by the hind legs, with its throat slashed, its heart
 still pumping as it bled to death.  
            (ii)        The process of bringing meat to your plate is not a pretty one, but it does
 not need to be inhumane.
            (iii)       As an ethical and humane person I do not wish to eat meat from animals
 slaughtered in this manner.
            (iv)       Meat from animals slaughtered in this manner is not always or
 automatically certified as Halal.  I am not familiar enough with Kosher processing to say
 if this certification process is the same for animals slaughtered for Kosher requirements,
 therefore I shall confine my remarks to dealing with Halal certification in this instance.  
            (v)        There are reasons why a Muslim Halal certifier on the kill floor may deem
 the animal not to have died "correctly" in accordance with Sharia requirements, or the
 animal may be found to be diseased in some way.  The animal will still have been
 slaughtered in this inhumane way, yet not be certified as Halal.  In this manner, meat from
 an animal inhumanely slaughtered may be placed on the market for consumers as not
 being Halal certified (and thus appear to not offend those who object to Halal slaughter
 methods), yet may have actually been killed inhumanely in accordance with Muslim Halal
 requirements and ritual.
            (vi)       If meat from animals slaughtered in this manner is not clearly marked
 (regardless of whether it is certified as Halal, or not as above) then it is impossible for
 consumers who wish to make an ethically-based purchase decision to make that choice
 with any confidence at all.  Without clear, open and unambiguous labelling of Halal
 slaughtered meat, regardless of Halal certification, the consumer has no ability to make
 that ethical decision.  
            (vii)      The labelling must go down to the labelling of individual packets of meat
 products - i.e. if a side of beef or lamb or goat or a chicken or other fowl that has been
 slaughtered in accordance with Halal (or Kosher) certification requirements is broken
 down in the supermarket into smaller packets of e.g. steak, chops, ribs, wings etc., then
 each packet so derived should be clearly marked that the animal was killed in accordance
 with Islamic Halal or Jewish Kosher religious                     requirements. 
            (viii)     The question of humane treatment goes to the manner in which the animal
 was slaughtered, and all products from that animal must be labelled as to the manner of
 slaughter - whether per Australian standards using irreversible stunning, or using
 religiously approved so-called reversible stunning.  
            (ix)       Do not underestimate the disgust and revulsion ordinary Australians feel
 about Halal, Kosher or any inhumane slaughter of animals for food.  The "silent
 majority" have tolerated a lot, but the backlash over the footage of barbaric slaughter and
 cruelty in foreign abattoirs should remind you of the abhorrence ordinary people - your
 constituents -  have of cruelty.

6. Market share and market drivers.
(i)  One of the reasons put forward for the prevalence of Halal slaughter being

 practiced in so many (I understand it to be a vast majority of the major abattoirs) is that
 overseas markets demand it, or that it opens up overseas markets to Australian meat
 producers.  Given that so much of the meat supplied by Australia to Moslem majority
 countries (e.g. Indonesia, Egypt, Saudi Arabia etc.) is by live export (another issue
 involving the question of ethical and humane treatment of livestock), I question the
 veracity of this stance, and the supposed necessity for so many of our abattoirs to be



 producing Halal certified meat. 
 (ii)        The Muslim population of Australia is in the vicinity of 2-3%. 

            (iii)       The corollary of the above is that the vast majority of Australians, 97-98%
 of the population, is not Muslim, and does not require Halal slaughter or Islamic ritual to
 be performed over the meat they eat.

 (iv)       The question, then, is why is so much of the meat and food produced and
 sold in this country Halal certified with a fee paid for that certification and thus
 incorporated into the retail price, and any or any clear labelling as such is lacking and/or
 not mandated by legislation?

7. Information posted on internet and social media pages indicates that even Muslims
 do not approve of either the principle of certification of food or goods as Halal, or the
 plethora of self-styled Halal certification bodies claiming they can provide such
 certification and charging money to manufacturers and producers for the privilege of
 obtaining such certification.  Statements from Muslims themselves indicate that
 requirement for such certification is not contained in the Koran or any other Muslim
 religious texts, therefore "Halal certification" is itself "Haram" or prohibited.  

            (i)         In view of this, one must ask if the entire Halal certification "system" and
 those operating Halal certification bodies or schemes are "legal" even in religious terms. 
            (ii)        If it is not even legal in religious terms, then it surely must be illegal in
 purely legal terms without proper and clear labelling, so that even Muslims can make a
 clear and informed choice.  
            (iii)       If there is to be any religious certification of any food or goods, it must
 surely be by one only approved body, for a nominal fee only, and paid for by the religious
 body itself, not as a hidden portion of the retail price and unwittingly paid for by those of
 other religions or of none, or by those who have ethical objections to the product or
 method of production.

8. In summary, as a consumer I expect to be able to make fully informed choices
 about the food and goods that I purchase.  As a consumer I surely have the right to
 complete and correct information about the food and goods I purchase in order to make
 those fully informed choices.  I have used the case of Halal certification in this
 submission, not from a racist (Islam is not a race), prejudiced or bigoted point of view, but
 because it is the "stand-out" example of the problem of inadequate, incomplete or
 dishonest labelling of food and goods that have been Halal certified.  As a consumer in a
 non-secular and democratic country I must be permitted the freedom to make informed
 choices about anything to do with religion and religious rituals that may have been applied
 to the food or goods I wish to purchase and consume.

I thank the members of the Commission for their time and consideration.

Mrs. C. Ahmelman

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------

(I have today created an account with "My Parliament"

Full details for confirmation of identity for this submission: 
Catherine Ahmelman
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From:  
Sent: Monday, 27 July 2015 1:52 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal labelling of meat should be made mandatory

Dear Senators,

Thank you for conducting an inquiry into food certification schemes. I particularly wish to address halal
 certification of meat and its labelling in Australia.

According to Islam, meat can only be halal if the animal is sacrificed to Allah by praising Allah’s name in a
 reverential tone when slaughtering. This is done by saying "Bismillah" (In the name of God) and then "Allahu
 akbar" (Allah is the greatest) before each individual slaughter, with the animal’s head facing toward Mecca. It
 is clear, therefore, that halal slaughter requires the animal to be sacrificed to an idol (Allah).

But the apostle Paul warns Christians about eating meat sacrificed to idols. Even though there is nothing wrong
 with the meat itself, because the idol has no real existence, he warns us of compromising another person’s
 conscience by eating such meat in company. For example, I would not wish to inadvertently serve halal meat to
 another Christian from a Jewish background, or one who follows the old testament food laws. My fellowship
 with that person and even his faith may be compromised by what he would interpret as my failure to adequately
 determine whether the meat is halal.

But this is not easy to do nowadays. Apparently halal meat forms a large proportion of the total meat sold in
 Australia, but most of it is not labelled as such. Therefore without in-depth research, I do not know whether the
 meat I buy in the supermarket has been sacrificed to an idol or not.

For this reason, I believe that halal slaughtered meat, if not banned completely, should at least be required to be
 clearly labelled. I therefore ask the committee to recommend that clear ‘halal’ labelling of all meat products is
 made mandatory in Australia, whether the meat is sold raw or as part of the ingredients in prepared dishes.

Yours sincerely,

Mr Gordon GUDGEON

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
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From:  
Sent: Monday, 27 July 2015 1:55 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: The Halal certification industry needs greater scrutiny

Dear Senate Standing Committee on Economics,

With reference to the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about halal certifiers, the
 possibility that Australian businesses are unwittingly funding Islamic terrorism through this means concerns us
 greatly. We therefore ask the committee to ensure that our national security is not being compromised by
 permitting these schemes to operate in Australia.

Terrorist groups have been funded by the proceeds of Halal certification before. For example, in 2007 and 2008
 the Islamic Society of North America, an organisation involved in halal certification, was named by the Justice
 Department as a co-conspirator in two federal trials dealing with the financing of the terrorist group Hamas.
 Whilst no Australian groups have yet been implicated, many of the certifying bodies operating here are
 subsidiaries of overseas Islamic organisations making it very difficult to determine where some of the money
 ultimately ends up.

And the money Australian companies pay to Islamic certifying bodies is considerable. It is reported that fees
 range from as much as $300,000 a year for an abattoir, $40,000 for a chicken processor to $5000 for a suburban
 take-away. Even if only a small fraction of these sums are used for nefarious purposes, it would still amount to
 a significant funding source for terrorist groups and would materially increase the risk to Australian civilians
 and soldiers.

We therefore ask that the committee recommend that the Federal Government put in place mechanisms for
 more closely regulating and monitoring Australian Halal certification bodies, as well as their overseas parent
 bodies, to ensure that no portion of the considerable money paid to them by Australian businesses funds
 Islamic terrorism.

Yours faithfully,

Bert and Tina Devries
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From: 
Sent: Monday, 27 July 2015 1:56 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: The Halal certification industry needs greater scrutiny

Dear Senate Standing Committee on Economics,

With reference to the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about halal certifiers, the
 possibility that Australian businesses are unwittingly funding Islamic terrorism through this means concerns me
 greatly. I therefore ask the committee to ensure that our national security is not being compromised by
 permitting these schemes to operate in Australia.

Terrorist groups have been funded by the proceeds of Halal certification before. For example, in 2007 and 2008
 the Islamic Society of North America, an organisation involved in halal certification, was named by the Justice
 Department as a co-conspirator in two federal trials dealing with the financing of the terrorist group Hamas.
 Whilst no Australian groups have yet been implicated, many of the certifying bodies operating here are
 subsidiaries of overseas Islamic organisations making it very difficult to determine where some of the money
 ultimately ends up.

And the money Australian companies pay to Islamic certifying bodies is considerable. It is reported that fees
 range from as much as $300,000 a year for an abattoir, $40,000 for a chicken processor to $5000 for a suburban
 take-away. Even if only a small fraction of these sums are used for nefarious purposes, it would still amount to
 a significant funding source for terrorist groups and would materially increase the risk to Australian civilians
 and soldiers.

I therefore ask that the committee recommend that the Federal Government put in place mechanisms for more
 closely regulating and monitoring Australian Halal certification bodies, as well as their overseas parent bodies,
 to ensure that no portion of the considerable money paid to them by Australian businesses funds Islamic
 terrorism.

Yours faithfully,

Mrs Elizabeth Stephens
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To: Senate Standing Committee’s on Economic 
P O Box 6100 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600 

 “PLEASE WITHHOLD PERSONAL INFORMATION” 

27/07/2015 

Re: Third Party Halal Certification in Australia 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

I am writing to you to oppose the practice of halal certification in Australia. This practice extends to 
the Islamic ritualistic slaughter of animals, transport, employment and associated industries. I do not 
wish to financially support any Islamic organisation in any shape or form.  

The Australian population of Muslims is roughly 2%, of that 2% about half I’m told are practising 
Muslims who abide by the HALAL rules.  These very same Muslims know what they can and cannot 
eat and don’t even bother looking for little labels on their foods.   In fact, a lot of Muslims are not 
even aware of the HALAL-C Schemes.  
As we all know by now there is HALAL-C foods and halal naturally foods, Muslims do not need to 
have their naturally halal foods HALAL-C.    

Terms of Reference 

The need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees 

Meat exports are now almost all Halal-C even for countries who are not governed by the Islamic 
Sharia.  Why is that?   Why are we only employing Muslim Slaughtermen?  Isn’t this against our very 
own discrimination laws?    
We are now in the position that all meat for sale domestically seems to be HALAL-C simply because 
most abattoirs are.   As an Australian I believe if we are to eat an animal we are to give that animal a 
good life and a quick and painless death.  Why have our animal welfare standards been lowered and 
why haven’t the Australian people been notified?    

Whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to 
make informed purchasing decisions 

All meat should be labelled properly so we are aware of religious kills and Halal slaughter and we can 
make our purchasing decisions based on the label.    

The extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers 
including, but not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; any 
related matters 

Mr. Ayan in submission number 205  states “It is fair to say that halal certification, and 
particularly how certifiers practice it, has many deep seated problems. Their audit and 
supervision as well as their service provision are poor. There are also credible reports that 
some engage in corrupt, unethical and improper practices. The system allow s them to do so 
and some therefore take full advantage of it.  Halal certification has been widely described 



by leading members of the Muslim community, aptly in view, as a cash cow whose function 
is to collect as much money as possible in exchange for little or no provision of services 
beyond signing and issuing certificates.” He also states “important to point out that all the 
halal certifiers are not Islamic societies, even though some may disguise themselves as 
being so and even though the government claims that they are” 

As we can see from Mr Ayans admissions there are so many issues that need to be 
addressed. We can see the level of corruption by what is being Halal-C.  Flour, sugar, salt, 
milk, honey, plastics, transport etc etc.  The lack of labelling and general understanding by 
the Australian community shows the whole HALAL-C business is deceitful, corrupt and 
needs to removed from the domestic market altogether.  

Conclusion 

I feel that unknowingly purchasing goods/products due to limited or NO halal labelling, is 
taking away my right as an Christian consumer in making an informed purchasing decision 
and I would ALWAYS choose NOT TO PURCHASE HALAL CERTIFIED GOODS.  

It seems very deliberate and secretive practices are being used to keep the majority of 
Australian’s in the dark regarding halal certification. Muslims/Islamic organisation are 
profiting from halal certification that does not need to be practiced in Australia or any other 
country in the world. Muslims know what foods are halal (permitted) and haram (prohibited) 
and if there is any doubt, they recite a bismillah and they can consume the product. 

Australia is a multiracial, multi-faith and multicultural society, to religiously label food 
products is a great injustice to the Australian Community as a whole and would surely make 
life hard for some sections of our community and insult others.   Food should be a neutral 
untouchable item from religion to ensure everyone is happy.   No one is saying Halal should 
be banned, but certainly halal slaughter should be in line with the percentage of Muslim 
population  

In the interests of harmony within our society it cannot be seen that one religion is gaining 
favour at the cost of the rest of the people.  This is exactly what is happening now, where 
98% of the population are financially supporting a religion in the most deceiving manner. Of 
course people are going to get angry and of course this will divide the nation as we are 
seeing now.  

Thank you for taking the time to read and consider my submission. 

Kind Regards 



ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 870

Submission Details: Ms Jennifer Avery





From:  
Sent: Monday, 27 July 2015 2:10 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: My submission to the enquiry on the third party labelling of food

Please find below my submission to the committee.

As a predominantly Christian country, where Muslims make up only a tiny percentage of the population, it
 strikes me as odd why over 95% of chicken and large proportions of other meats are sacrificed to the Islamic
 idol, Allah.

It also strikes me as odd that discriminatory employment practices required for halal slaughter dominate much
 of the meat processing industry in a country that supposedly prides itself on the principle of giving everyone a
 ‘fair go’ and backs this up with some of the strongest ‘anti-discrimination’ laws in the world.

I am not a fan of ‘anti-discrimination’ laws in general, but if these laws are powerless against overt religious
 and sex discrimination against non-Muslims and women, then I wonder why we have them at all.

For example, current requirements for slaughtermen according to the Islamic Co-Ordinating Council of Victoria
 include: Must be practicing male Muslims of good character known by at least two prominent Australian
 Muslims who are prepared to write a reference; must obtain a reference letter from the Imam of the Mosque
 where the slaughter man is well known; and must be members of an Islamic Society. Furthermore, during halal
 slaughter, Allah’s name be praised in a reverential tone by saying "Bismillah" (In the name of God) and then
 "Allahu akbar" (Allah is the greatest) before each individual slaughter.

There seems to be a large discrepancy between theory and practice in Australian anti-discrimination laws when
 it comes to halal slaughter. I therefore urge the committee, under its first term of reference, the extent of food
 certification schemes and certifiers in Australia, to investigate these discriminatory practices in the meat
 processing industry and recommend that they be outlawed as offensive in a predominantly Christian country
 and completely incompatible with our anti-discrimination principles.

Yours faithfully,

Mrs Jennifer Avery
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From:  
Sent: Monday, 27 July 2015 2:14 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Food certification schemes submission

Dear food certification schemes inquiry,

I wish to address point (g) of the committee’s terms of reference, and particularly ask the committee to consider
 the importance of investigating whether some Australian halal certification organisations could be using funds
 raised from Australian businesses to fund, directly or indirectly, Islamic terrorism.

Firstly, all practising Muslims and Islamic organisations, including halal certifiers, are obliged to give Zakat to
 Islamic causes which amounts to 2.5% their wealth per year to be distributed among 8 categories. Some of
 these categories are laudable, such as helping the poor, but one is to support those fighting for Allah. Some
 Muslims claim to interpret this in an innocuous way, but a more widespread understanding is that this money is
 to go to those engaged in Islamic military operations for whom no salary is allotted i.e. volunteers for jihad.
 And Halal certifiers have been caught funding terrorism in this way before. In 2007 and 2008 the Islamic
 Society of North America was named by the Justice Department as involved with funding the terrorist group
 Hamas.

Secondly, I ask the committee to take into account that there is no religious requirement in Islam for Halal
 certification. A Muslim is obliged to eat foods only halal foods, but the vast majority of foods are halal by their
 very nature. Certification is at best a convenience for Muslims, and certifying bodies are only recent business
 constructs which began in the 1980s. It was soon discovered, however, that these organisations were very good
 at raising large amounts of money from gullible Westerners and now senior Muslim leaders are stating publicly
 that ‘halal can enable Muslims to dominate global economy and conquer the world.’

I put it to the committee that in-light of the above points and the common theme of Islam running through the
 halal certifying industry and world terrorism, that it is very much in the public interest to require a much higher
 standard of financial oversight and regulation of these bodies to ensure that money raised from Australian
 businesses is not being used against Australian interests.

Yours sincerely,

Mr Michael Spies
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From:  
Sent: Monday, 27 July 2015 2:54 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN) Subject: 
halal tax

I as an Australian citizen do not ever want to support financially the Muslim religion.
Being only about 2% of our population they are affecting all of the other 98% who are not Muslim.

We can see by the products included that it is not genuine from the halal reasoning. Water, chocolate, even
 Easter eggs. Nuts honey fish, vegemite, peanut butter etc.

I don't buy these products especially from producers that have given in by fear to Islam.
In many cases the money is being demanded from manufacturers and from abattoirs with fear being their
 motivation to pay.

Tell the muslim community if our food is not safe to eat then please go home to your own country where your
 food is safe and your life is not.

Kind Regards

Daryl James

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
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Senate Standing Committees on Economics
 PO Box 6100 Parliament House  
 Canberra ACT 2600
 Phone: +61 2 6277 3540
Fax: +61 2 6277 5719
Email: economics.sen@aph.gov.au

Submission to Part (A) in terms of reference for Third Party certification of foods

Halal certification is very different to Organic Foods . This is a religious matter, and if its
 not religious, it is extortion.
I am a Christian and take offence at having to eat Halal food – especially without my
 knowledge to have a choice.
Kosher food is obviously labelled without extra cost to me and I have a  choice whether I
 buy it or not..

Submission to Part (B) in terms of reference for Third Party certification of foods

Current labelling requirements for food Certification schemes is not consistent – Organic
 and Kosher are obvious, but for example
most of the meat in supermarkets and butchers has been slaughtered in a Halal Certified
 Abattoir but you rarely see the Halal Certified symbol on the packaging and it has been
 removed from previously marked items.. What have they got to hide..

Submission to Part (C) in terms of reference for Third Party certification of foods

If we can’t have  a complete ban on Halal Certification ,there should be a legal obligation
 for labelling of foods that have been Halal Certified.
 Halal Certification is recent in Australia – cleverly conceived to be a massive secret
 money raiser. Hammith means they merely need to pray over their food before they eat it 
Imagine the outcry from Islam and humanists if Christians set up a similar product
 extortion scheme that everybody has to pay for food and other products.

Submission to Part (D and E) in terms of reference for Third Party certification of foods

There are many large companies that are paying for Halal Certification but do not have any
 labelling stating they are. If this was all above board, why do they hide the fact by not

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au
mailto:economics.sen@aph.gov.au


 labelling it Halal . As a humane farmer I am appalled at the ritual slaughter of stock
 without stunning.. should never have been allowed to start – not the Australian way at all.
 We have more Halal regulations over our food than majority Muslim countries e.g
 Indonesia, Saudia Araia, UAE  - Its a scam that we have been conned into doing, while
 these countries aren’t our major exporters .. Where has all this power come from..

Submission to Part (F) in terms of reference for Third Party certification of foods

We have more Halal regulations over our food than majority Muslim countries e.g
 Indonesia, Saudia Araia, UAE  - Its a scam that we have been conned into doing, while
 these countries aren’t our major exporters .. Why do Moslems who are only 2% of our
 population have so much power to implement this rort. Other sites have shown a
 connection between Halal fees, the growth of Islam and the funding of terrorism – not to
 Australia’s safety at all
 USA is our largest importer followed by Japan then Korea and now China  None of these
 countries are Islamic and would not need Halal Certification. If there is a need for some
 places for Halal Certification then have specific slaughterhouses for them and let the
 majority have their meat free from religious sanctions and with no money going to back to
 Islam!

Submission to Part (G) in terms of reference for Third Party certification of foods
If this isn’t extortion, why aren’t the Halal Certification money receivers transparent with
 where the money is going and how it is spent.  All the other not for profit including
 Christian  organisations are required to do. Islam is not above Australian business law –
 How did it get to be a million dollar industry before this is investigated.. especially with
 the terrorism connections in Australia.. It needs to be removed immediately .

Yours sincerely
Mrs Valerie G Schache 
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 27 July 2015 

 

Committee Secretariat 

Senate Standing Committees on Economics 

PO Box 6100 

Parliament House 

Canberra ACT 2600 

 

Email: economics.sen@aph.gov.au 

 

Dear Sir/Madam 

 

Re: Inquiry into Third Party Certification of Food 

 

The Executive Council of Australian Jewry (ECAJ), the elected representative 

organisation of the Jewish community in Australia, presents the following 

submission on behalf of the Australian Jewish community in response to the 

Committee’s inquiry into Third Party Certification of Food.  This submission 

addresses certification of food in Australia as kosher - that is, fit for 

consumption according to Jewish religious law.  The first section of the 

submission provides a brief outline of the meaning of “kosher” and “kashrut”, 

as necessary background.  The remaining sections correspond to the Inquiry’s 

terms of reference.  

 

 

1. Meaning of “Kosher” and “Kashrut” 

 

The word “kosher” means” proper” or “fit for use”.   It describes the 

acceptable status of food products in accordance with the Biblically-based 

dietary laws of the Jewish faith.  These laws are extremely intricate, 

taking up many volumes of ancient and modern scholarly texts and 

teachings. Reliable and acceptable endorsement of items as kosher 

requires considerable scholarly and technical knowledge and expertise.  

The word “kashrut” means the body of rules and traditions that make up 

Jewish religious dietary laws.   

 

By way of background only, the following is a highly simplified outline 

of those laws: 

 

 Very specific rules govern the processing of meat and meat products 

for consumption.  Permissible meat is confined to a limited range of 

animals defined as “having split hooves and chewing their cud”.  This 

includes beef, veal and lamb but excludes, for example, pig, horse, 

camel and all carnivorous animals.   
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 Further, the “kosher” animal must be killed for consumption by specially trained and 

religiously observant Jewish personnel in a procedure conforming to strict rules that 

ensure a swift, clean kill.   

  

 Poultry is similarly categorised into acceptable and non-acceptable species, based on 

a Biblical listing.  Chicken and turkey are acceptable species.  Wild duck and all car-

nivorous birds of prey are not.  The acceptable poultry must be prepared for con-

sumption under similarly strict regulations governing killing and processing.  

 

 Kosher meat certification rules are not just confined to the meat itself but also govern 

the acceptability, or otherwise, of the use of everything derived from the animal/meat 

or otherwise of animal/meat origin. This includes animal-based food products such as 

tallow-based fats and margarines, and also less obvious animal-derived products such 

as processing aids like gelatine, emulsifiers and rennet.   

 

 The addition of any non-kosher animal or animal-derived products into other prod-

ucts also renders the final product as non-kosher. 

 

 Kosher laws define the acceptability or otherwise of fish and seafood.   Only fish and 

sea-food possessing defined scales and fins are permitted according to Biblical law. 

This excludes octopus, shark and whales and all shell-fish and crustaceans such as 

oysters and crabs and their derivatives.  

 

 The mixing of meat and dairy products or their respective derivatives, is prohibited 

by Biblical law. 

 

 There are also regulations regarding the acceptability of consumption of various fruit 

and vegetables, again based on specific Biblical regulations. 

 

 Production of kosher items in equipment that was previously used for non-kosher 

products also renders the otherwise kosher product non-kosher – unless the equip-

ment first undergoes a specific “cleansing” process to remove any trace of the previ-

ous non-kosher “contamination”.   

 

 It should be noted that the declaration of food as kosher is merely an assessment of 

the ingredients and method of production. No blessing is made to make an item ko-

sher. There is no religious ritual performed over a foodstuff nor is any religious 

change made to the foodstuff.  

 

 

2. Extent of kosher certification in Australia 

 

The NSW Kashrut Authority Inc, ABN 40 334 602 651, (‘NSWKA’) is the sole 

permanent kosher certifying authority in NSW.    NSWKA is incorporated under the 
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Associations Incorporation Act 2009 (NSW).    It also provides kosher supervision to 

companies in New Zealand and the Asia Pacific Region.   

 

Kosher Australia Pty Ltd (formerly Melbourne Kashrut Pty Ltd) ABN 22 074 523 989, 

(‘KAVIC’) is the principal kosher certifying authority in Victoria.  It also provides kosher 

supervision to companies throughout Australia and the Asia Pacific Region. 

 

Because of the higher number of Jews living in Sydney and Melbourne, NSWKA and 

KAVIC account for well over 90% of kosher certification services in Australia. 

 

Two significantly smaller kosher certification authorities, Adass Vaad HaKashrus ABN 

74 027 628 053 (‘AVH’), and Agudat Chabad also operate in Victoria, but serve mainly 

their own communities. 

 

In Western Australia, where the number of Jews is about one-fifth the number in Victoria 

or NSW, the Kashrut Authority of Western Australia (KAWA) is the sole kosher 

certification authority.   KAWA is a sub-committee of the Perth Hebrew Congregation, a 

not-for-profit incorporated association. KAWA operates with minimum formality through 

two boards, one rabbinic and one lay.  Rabbi David Freilich is the chair, and a rabbi from 

each of the other Jewish Orthodox congregations in Perth is a member of the rabbinic 

committee.  The lay board is administered as part of the Perth Hebrew Congregation.  

Most kosher products sold in Western Australia come from Victoria or NSW and are 

certified by the kosher certifiers in those states.  A number of kosher products are 

manufactured locally, and KAWA provides certification after an investigation and report 

is provided to the rabbinic committee and appropriate arrangements are made with the lay 

committee.  

 

Although there are organised Jewish communities in Queensland, South Australia, the 

ACT and Tasmania, they are much smaller in number than the Jewish communities in 

Victoria and NSW.  No kosher certification authorities operate in these states.  However, 

kosher supervision is often undertaken on a very small scale in these communities by the 

local rabbis.  

 

Kosher consumers in these states source the majority of specialised kosher products from 

Victoria or NSW or from overseas if they have been approved by a recognised kosher 

certification authority. Many ordinary household items available in supermarkets are 

already certified by the larger agencies.  

 

Because of the importance of kosher certification services to the Jewish community, the 

roof body of the Jewish Community in NSW, the NSW Jewish Board of Deputies, which 

is a constituent organisation of the Executive Council of Australian Jewry, has from time 

to time over the last 65 years undertaken reviews of, and inquiries into, the provision of 

those services.   These inquiries make recommendations that are often the subject of 

healthy communal debate, all aimed at providing the best possible kashrut services with 

the best possible governance, for the community.   In NSW, the most recent such inquiry 

was commissioned by the NSW Jewish Board of Deputies in 2014.  We understand that 
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arising from that enquiry, there are plans to establish a second kosher supervisory body in 

NSW with plans to provide limited kosher certification. 

 

Kosher certifiers investigate and certify a wide range of products, and also certify 

restaurants, bakeries, vendors, caterers and other suppliers of kosher products and 

services.  Almost all of the kosher slaughter of animals and poultry in Australia occurs in 

Victoria and NSW, and is supervised by KAVIC, NSWKA, Adass Israel and Agudat 

Chabad. KAWA also supervises a small quantity of kosher slaughter periodically. 

 

Traditionally, an observant Jew does not necessarily depend on a recognised kosher 

certification authority for verification that a food product is kosher, as any ordained rabbi 

has the qualifications to provide such verification, and this will be sufficient for any Jew 

who accepts that rabbi’s authority in kashrut matters.  However, given the complexity of 

modern food technology and food production, the prevailing contemporary view in 

Jewish communities around the world is that kosher certification requires  a rabbi with a 

combination of education and experience in food science, technology and production 

methods as well as a depth of knowledge of kashrut to ensure that Jewish religious law is 

complied with.  The larger and more professional kosher certification authorities around 

the world often employ food chemists and other specialised personnel to assist the rabbi 

or rabbinic board in assessing and granting kosher certification when it is applied to the 

numerous components which exist in the food production process.   

 

Due to these complexities and the specific knowledge and experience required, the 

Rabbinical Councils of Victoria and NSW (which jointly account for almost all of the 

communal rabbis in Australia) only recognise and endorse the Australian-based certifiers 

referred to in this submission.  Other private certifiers may operate, but these are not 

recognised by the Rabbinical Councils. 

 

The overall kosher market in Australia is small.  We would estimate the number of Jews 

in Australia who keep kosher in one form or another at about 30,000.1   However, the 

number is much higher if one includes Jews who choose to consume kosher products 

from time to time, especially during Jewish festivals or other religious occasions or at 

family or community celebrations.  There is also a growing number of people who are not 

Jewish who, for a range of reasons, choose to buy certain food products because they are 

kosher, as is the situation in many other countries.    

 

We believe that the number of kosher consumers is slightly higher in Melbourne than in 

Sydney because the Melbourne Jewish community is slightly larger in numbers, and the 

level of observance of kashrut within the Jewish community in Melbourne is somewhat 

higher.  

 

                                                 
1 The estimate is based on the assumption that some 25% of Australia’s approximately 120,000 Jews identify as 

‘strictly Orthodox’ or ‘modern Orthodox’, the two groups in the Jewish community who can be assumed to keep 

kosher.  That percentage is extrapolated from figures produced by the Gen08 survey of the Australian Jewish 

community conducted under the auspices of the Australian Centre for Jewish Civilisation at Monash University: 

http://artsonline.monash.edu.au/gen08/files/2012/12/gen08-report1-preliminary-findings.pdf at p29. 
  

http://artsonline.monash.edu.au/gen08/files/2012/12/gen08-report1-preliminary-findings.pdf
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It should be noted that the kosher food industry in Australia is separate to the 

organisations which provide kosher certification. The kosher food industry involves 

manufacturers and suppliers selling food products to kosher consumers for profit.   The 

kosher certification authorities provide certification and/or approval of products, and 

operate on a not for profit basis.  

 

 

3. Current labelling requirements for food certified as kosher 

 

Kosher certification agencies in Australia operate on the assumption, and expectation, that  

the prohibitions against misleading and deceptive conduct in the Competition and 

Consumer Act 2010 requires kosher products, and only kosher products, to be properly 

labelled as such.  There may be similar requirements in other parts of the law, such as the 

general law of contracts and the Food Standards Code.   We consider requirements for 

clear labelling to be essential to enable consumers to make an informed choice about 

whether a product is or is not authoritatively certified as kosher. 

 

A consumer who observes kashrut will not accept labels such as “Kosher Style”, “Kosher 

Friendly” or “Kosher Compatible” that have been applied by some manufacturers on their 

products in an attempt to market their products to such consumers.  This kind of labelling 

is grossly misleading as there is often no attempt to ensure, and certainly no guarantee, 

that kosher rules have been adhered to in any way.  Similarly misleading are claims or 

labels applied solely by manufacturers or sales people representing that the product is 

kosher.  It is extremely rare to find any manufacturer or sales person who has the 

expertise and knowledge of the intricacies of the rules of kashrut to be able to honestly 

and expertly guarantee such a claim. 

 

KAVIC and NSWKA each have their own distinct mark or logo, as do kosher certifying 

authorities in many other countries, such as in the US, Israel, Europe, Britain and South 

Africa.  The labels of products that are certified as kosher by KAWA state the name of 

KAWA (and of Rabbi David Freilich as Rabbinic chairman) and that the product is 

certified as kosher.  A food product will only be considered to be certified as kosher in 

Australia, if it carries the distinct mark or logo of one of the Australian kosher 

certification authorities or an overseas mark of an international kosher authority which the 

Australian kosher certification authorities accept as reliable or is listed in the Kosher Food 

Guides produced and issued by KAVIC and NSWKA.  These marks and logos are listed 

on the websites and in the publications of NSW KA (http://www.ka.org.au/) and KAVIC 

(https://www.kosher.org.au/).   

 

Products such as all kosher meat, poultry, fish and baked or other specific products that 

are produced in special batch productions specifically for kosher certification will all bear 

the logo, or other formal endorsement information of the certifying agency on the label or 

packaging, and are readily identifiable accordingly.  

 

Kosher certified butchers, restaurants, take-away food outlets and kosher catered events 

will all be clearly advertised as kosher. Specific details of kosher certification will be ad-

http://www.ka.org.au/
https://www.kosher.org.au/
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vertised on store windows, cards placed on tables at catered events, or in kosher certifi-

cates that will be displayed publicly in the store or premises.  

 

Many regular food items found in supermarkets or other outlets, that have been certified 

as kosher after due investigation, will either bear a logo of the kosher certifying agency on 

the packaging or else be listed in the Kosher Food Guide published by the local certifica-

tion agency. 

 

Local Rabbinical associations or the local accepted communal kosher agencies will advise 

regarding the authenticity and reliability of any particular certification, logo or agency 

that may not be familiar to the consumer.       

 

4. The need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay kosher certifica-

tion fees 

 

Labelling by a certifier assists kosher consumers to easily identify the products which 

they can consume without the need to continually refer to the Kosher Food Guides 

referred to in section 3 above. 

 

For consumers wishing to purchase kosher products, there is clearly a need to ensure 

honest, reliable and acceptable certification. Usually this is ensured and self-maintained 

by the official communal religious organisations of the communities being serviced by 

their kosher certification agencies.  In addition, substandard certification will eventually 

be subject to scrutiny and rejection by the consumers themselves.   

 

In an increasingly diverse and cosmopolitan market there is a need to identify reliable and 

acceptable agencies in a more formal and universally recognisable way.  In recent years a 

number of the universally recognised international kosher certification agencies formed 

an international organisation called the Association of Kashrut Organisations (AKO).  

Based in the USA, this organisation extends membership to international agencies that it 

monitors to ensure that they maintain acceptable prevailing standards of kosher 

certification.  This allows kosher consumers world-wide to rely upon the standards and 

endorsements of member agencies, of which there are currently approximately one 

hundred.  KAVIC and NSWKA are member agencies. 

 

A major purpose of the certification process is to ensure the availability of special food 

items and services that are provided specifically for the use of consumers who wish to 

keep kosher.  These include the provision of kosher processed meat and meat products by 

kosher certified butchers as well as the certification of certain specific kosher items, such 

as baked goods and various varieties of take-away food which, by their very nature, 

cannot be produced together with non-kosher items without also rendering them non-

kosher.  These products are generally provided via specialised appropriately signed 

outlets servicing the Jewish community and are readily identifiable as kosher accordingly. 

These products will often require specific ongoing supervision of special batches - again 

specially sealed and marked so as to be readily identifiable as produced specifically to 

meet kosher requirements. 
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In addition to kosher-specific productions, the investigation and assessment of various 

readily available food items is undertaken at the request of various companies interested 

in attracting kosher consumers, such as large international companies seeking 

endorsement for their products in order to attract overseas trade and also local 

manufacturers seeking to improve domestic sales in Australia by being able to sell into 

the kosher market.  The investigation and kosher certification of readily and generally 

available food products (such as those generally available in local supermarkets) will 

entail: 

 

 An application by the food company, which initiates a preliminary assessment by the 

kosher certifier to identify any obvious initial obstacle to kosher certification (such as 

a restaurant that uses non-kosher meat). 

 

 Often this will involve a complete review of all ingredients and processing aids which 

are used. These are assessed to ensure conformity with kashrut.  The assessment can 

result in discussions and suggestions as to possible replacement of non-kosher ingre-

dients which are identified. 

 

 In addition, the manufacturing plant is physically inspected to ensure, inter alia, that 

equipment being used is not shared with other non-kosher production.  If this is found 

to be so, then a discussion will take place to determine the extent of any “contamina-

tion” from contact with the non-kosher product and whether steps can be implement-

ed to rectify the problem and meet kashrut requirements. 

 

 The final stage involves the company entering into a formal contract with the kosher 

certifier, usually with conditions such as guaranteeing there will be no changes to in-

gredients or processing methods of the kosher certified items without prior consulta-

tion, and also outlining required conditions for monitoring ongoing production – usu-

ally via annual or more regular audits. 

 

 

5. Whether kosher certifiers provide enough information for Australian consumers to 

make informed purchasing decisions 

 

The websites and publications of NSW KA and KAVIC provide extensive information 

about which products are certified as kosher (Kosher Food Guides), which products can 

be considered kosher without certification, and also about the certification process itself.   

Both organisations also answer telephone inquiries and via social media. 

 

The NSWKA recently introduced its KA iKosher App for iPhone, iTouch and iPad. This 

App features an easy-to-navigate Dashboard and facilitates real-time access to a wide 

range of essential kashrut information and tips. KAVIC also has an App which lists all of 

the products investigated by KAVIC.  
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6. Details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers 

and the potential for these to impact on prices for consumers 

 

Certification fees are divided into two basic categories. The first, is for administration and 

supervision fees charged for exclusive batch supervision and certification of kosher certi-

fied butchers, bakeries, restaurants, take-away food outlets, and caterers.  The second, co-

vers the administration and associated costs involved in the investigation, assessing and 

certification of general food items available to the general public.    

 

In the first category, all expenses are born exclusively by the consumers who specifically 

seek to purchase kosher products.  All items and facilities are identifiable by public notice 

in the shop premises or on the items.    

 

In the second category, we have only second-hand information from the companies them-

selves as to whether kosher certification expenses add any extra cost to the general con-

sumer’s final price.  The annual fee paid to a kosher certifier by such a company is a cost 

that is often spread over a massive quantity of product - resulting in negligible extra cost 

per unit.  Companies that obtain certification of their products from kosher certification 

authorities in Australia claim that the annual cost of kosher certification is no greater than 

an average newspaper advertisement, but provides far more value for money in that it 

helps attract an identifiable customer base. 

 

 Sources of revenue 

 

We are informed by NSWKA that about 90% of the revenue of NSWKA comes from 

kosher consumers within the Jewish community, through fees generated via kosher-

catered functions, kosher butchers and other kosher shops.  The revenue from certification 

fees paid by manufacturers supplying the general market is only about 10% of the overall 

revenue.  Our understanding is that the amounts involved in the latter are too small to 

impact on prices.  In each case the annual certification fee represents a fraction of a cent 

per unit produced over the year.     

  

We are informed by KAVIC, that the same 90:10 ratio applies to the sources of revenue 

of KAVIC.  That is, 90% comes from kosher consumers within the Jewish community, 

through fees generated via kosher-catered functions, kosher butchers and other kosher 

shops, and the remaining 10% comes from certification fees paid by manufacturers 

supplying the general market. 

 

KAWA generates a small amount of revenue by way of license fees and supervision fees 

for kosher functions, virtually all of which comes from kosher consumers within the 

Jewish community in Perth.   

  

 Destination of revenue 

 

NSWKA makes no distribution of any income to any external organisation or person.   

All income is absorbed in financing operating costs and improving services to kosher 

consumers.   
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KAVIC was incorporated in 1996 and its shares are owned by Mizrachi Nominees 

Proprietary Limited. Mizrachi is a Hebrew acronym for Merkaz Ruchani meaning 

Religious Centre. The Mizrachi movement is one of the largest streams of orthodox 

Judaism in Melbourne.  It operates several synagogues, a youth movement, an adult 

education centre and a co-educational school – all in Melbourne.  Between 1957 and 

KAVIC becoming incorporated in 1996, kosher certification services in Victoria were 

provided by Mizrachi.  At that time, such services were provided in an ad hoc way by 

Mizrachi rabbis and other personnel, usually at a loss, which was absorbed by Mizrachi, 

even though the certification services that it provided were for the benefit of the whole 

Jewish community.  With the incorporation of KAVIC, steps were undertaken to engage 

full time staff such as a Rabbinic Administrator and a general manager to manage the day 

to day activities of the kosher certification services in Victoria.   

 

Mizrachi continues to provide office facilities and other overheads to KAVIC, and in 

effect underwrites any losses it may make in any year. Any surplus which is generated by 

KAVIC, is partially used to financially improve and expand its own operations, to provide 

product and other information to consumers, including investing in new technology to 

answer consumer inquiries.  Any remaining surplus is remitted to Mizrachi Nominees, 

partly in return for the provision of office facilities and other overheads, and partly to 

return to the Mizrachi Organisation the support it provided for kosher certification 

services for many years when  KAVIC could not recover its costs and expenses from 

revenue derived. 

 

The fees generated by KAWA are received by the Perth Hebrew Congregation and are 

used entirely to offset the cost of providing kashrut services (principally supervision and 

administrative costs).  No board member receives any remuneration or benefit.   

 

 

7. The importance of kosher food certification schemes in relation to export market 

access and returns to producers; 

 

The kosher certification standards of NSWKA and KAVIC are recognised by most of the 

major kosher certification authorities in the US, Israel, Europe, the UK and South Africa.   

As a result of this international acceptance and recognition, both NSWKA and KAVIC 

are able to certify a range of ingredients utilised in the production of food products and 

fully manufactured food products on behalf of Australian food manufacturing companies 

which seek to broaden their customer base by exporting their products all over the world.   

 

 

8. The extent and adequacy of information available to the public about kosher certifi-

ers including, but not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records 

 

As regards certification processes, see section 4 above.  

 

The financial details of the operations of KAWA are included in the annual accounts of 

the Perth Hebrew Congregation, which are made available to its members.   
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In addition to complying with the respective statutes under which they are incorporated, 

NSWKA and KAVIC are each registered with the Australian Charities and Not-for-profits 

Commission (ACNC).  Both organisations lodge an annual information statement with the 

ACNC and these are publicly accessible. For the 2014 statement onwards, this will have 

to include audited accounts. 

 

Audited Financial Statements of NSWKA are also available via the NSW Office of Fair 

Trading and the most recent audited accounts can be found via the NSWKA website.   

 

NSWKA and KAVIC are each registered for GST and therefore include GST on their 

invoices when GST is payable and remit the GST collected. 

 

It is clear that NSWKA and KAVIC meet their financial and other reporting obligations 

according to law.  

 

 

9. Other related matters 

 

We submit that it is entirely proper that kosher certifiers are listed on the ACNC register, 

as they are providing a legitimate, long-established religious service, on a not-for-profit 

basis, the cost of which is borne overwhelmingly by people who choose to be kosher 

consumers.    In the vast majority of cases this choice is made in order to observe Jewish 

religious and cultural traditions.  The kosher market is small in Australia, and people who 

choose to be kosher consumers already pay more for their meat and other products than 

other consumers.  If kosher certifiers were no longer to be treated as not-for-profits, this 

would lead to even higher prices for kosher products, putting them out of the reach of 

many kosher consumers, and seriously compromising their capacity to exercise their 

religious freedom. Further should kosher certification in Australia be restricted in any 

manner, this would impact to the detriment of the Jewish communities of Australia as it 

would potentially reduce the selection of Australian produced kosher foods and would 

require the kosher consumers to rely upon more expensive imported products.  

  

This submission has been approved by NSWKA, KAVIC and KAWA. 

 

We consent to this submission being published by the Committee. 

 

Yours sincerely   

    
Robert Goot SC AM    Peter Wertheim AM   

President     Executive Director 
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From: Jennifer Wake  
Sent: Monday, 27 July 2015 3:32 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Submission on Halal Certification

I am just an average Australian citizen, but one who concerned about many aspects of Halal
 Certification, and I would like to put forward the following points:

· It seems unfair that this additional cost to companies required to be ‘Halal Certified’ is
then passed on to all consumers in Australia – the majority of whom are not Muslim and
do not have to abide by the rules of ‘Halal’.

· The public, in general, is pretty much unaware of products that are ‘Halal Certified’ due
to lack of obvious labelling – and if they were, they may prefer not to purchase those
items

· Should “Halal Certification” be required for items that are ‘natural’ and therefore
automatically “Halal” – such as milk and water?  As Senator Bernardi pointed out in his

blog of 25th March – ‘no-one has been able to explain all the groups involved in the
certification racket and where the money actually ends up’

· The ritual of praying to Allah when animals are killed is not supported by people of other
religious faiths, or even those of no particular faith

· Of greatest concern for all consumers must be that “Halal Certification” is, in essence, a
religious tax – funds from which are purportedly used for the promotion of Islam via the
certifying bodies associated with various Islamic Councils throughout the nation

Jenny Wake

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
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From:  
Sent: Monday, 27 July 2015 6:16 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Submission to the enquiry on third party labelling of food

Please find below my submission to the committee.

I have concerns that discriminatory employment practices required for halal slaughter dominate much of the
 meat processing industry in a country that supposedly prides itself on the principle of giving everyone a ‘fair
 go’ and backs this up with some of the strongest ‘anti-discrimination’ laws in the world.

I question whether the ‘anti-discrimination’ laws are powerless against overt religious and sex discrimination
 against non-Muslims and women.

For example, current requirements for slaughtermen according to the Islamic Co-Ordinating Council of Victoria
 include: Must be practicing male Muslims of good character known by at least two prominent Australian
 Muslims who are prepared to write a reference; must obtain a reference letter from the Imam of the Mosque
 where the slaughter man is well known; and must be members of an Islamic Society.

There seems to be a large discrepancy between theory and practice in Australian anti-discrimination laws when
 it comes to halal slaughter. I therefore urge the committee, under its first term of reference, the extent of food
 certification schemes and certifiers in Australia, to investigate these discriminatory practices in the meat
 processing industry and recommend that they be outlawed as offensive in a predominantly Christian country
 and completely incompatible with our anti-discrimination principles.

Yours faithfully,

Dr Tim Hamilton

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au
mailto:hamilton5@optusnet.com.au
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From: Peter Sanders  
Sent: Tuesday, 28 July 2015 10:58 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third Party Certification

I request that all products, food and otherwise, clearly have any religious certification clearly
 labelled on the product.

Regards

Peter Sanders

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
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From: 
Sent: Tuesday, 28 July 2015 10:39 AM
To: 
Subject: 

Name Mr. Barry Fairley
Telephone (home)
Telephone (mobile)
Email
Address

Question My Wife & I wish make a submission to the third party certification
 of food inquiry. 1. No one should grower/producer/ seller or the like
 to be asked, requested even made to comply with any certification of
 any kind for any food or product. 2. The minimum requirement must
 be any fee certification logo on any packaging of anything which has
 been certified of any thing must be a minimum size of 15mm on any
 packaging for all to read easily.

https://twitter.com/AuSenate
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28
th

 July, 2015 

Senate Food Certification Schemes. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to make a submission to this enquiry as I have grave concerns 

about certain aspects of the Halal Certification Tax. 

 

As a non-Muslim I object to having to pay a tax on many food products that is allegedly used 

to fund the building of Islamic Schools, Mosques and for Islamic Charities –although it is not 

made clear where the tax collected is used. 

 

I do not see why there so many different Halal Certification schemes operating in this country 

as indicated by the different Halal Certification stamps. 

 

As an Australian tax payer I should not have to unwittingly pay this tax. Only the Australian 

Governments have the authority to impose taxes and foods are still exempt from the GST. 

 

Some products, in the past i.e. Cadbury’s Chocolates did display a Halal Certificate but these 

are not now displayed on their products, if they are they are hidden, even though Cadbury 

Products continue to be Halal Certified. 

 

What I would ask the Government to require is that ALL Halal Certified products be clearly 

labelled +in the same way that products are labelled with ingredients, country of 

manufacture, whether organic or gluten free. I don’t buy organic or gluten free as I don’t 

want to pay the extra price that these products carry. Similarly I refuse to buy Halal products 

that carry the extra price burden of the Halal tax. 

 

Having recently had a heart attack, I look for products that carry the Heart Foundation tick, 

which is CLEARLY displayed on conforming products. 

 

Supermarkets should be required to displayed separately, as are Organic and Gluten free 

products, so that Muslims and Non-Muslims can easily find the products they wish to 

purchase to suit their dietary or religious requirements.  

 

In Summary, I request that if Companies wish to pay for Halal Certification then 

- All products be CLEARLY labelled with the Halal certificate brand, and  

Those Halal products are displayed separately from non Halal products in Woolworths, 

Coles, Aldi, IGA and other supermarkets. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

 

Graham C Johnston 
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From:  
Sent: Tuesday, 28 July 2015 12:17 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third party certification of food

To whom it may concern,

I am an Australian citizen,consumer and taxpayer. For a long time I
 would have been considered as part of the “silent majority”…..but
 not any more. I am outraged by the practice of halal
 certification…..or hidden taxation….that is now endemic in the
 Australian food supply chain.

Less than 2% of the population is Muslim and I do not want to fund
 special religious rituals or political campaigns to increase the
 presence of Sharia Law in Australia.

Right now the food industry is being sabotaged by money-making,
 self vested greed by an unnecessary, hidden, deceiving tax which is
 being paid daily by every Australian consumer.

We have seen recently a discussion by the State Premiers, in
 association with the Federal Government, on the possibility of
 extending the GST to food. However, all politicians realise this would
 be political suicide and have avoided the issue….why then turn a
 blind eye to another tax on food, which does nothing to help our
 economy…..halal ??

I demand my democratic right of freedom of choice. Australia is NOT
 an Islamic nation…..citizens must have a greater choice of NON
 HALAL items at the supermarket. Many companies already fear
 consumer backlash on this issue and try to hide the Halal
 certification labels.

I call on the Federal Government to make it law that halal certification
 labels must be very clearly displayed on all food items so that
 consumers can make informed decisions about the products they

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au


 buy. Where possible these products should be stored and displayed
 separately to prevent any confusion in the mind of the consumer.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. I feel very confident
 that you will do what is right for all Australians.

Des Arcus

Ph  

Mob 
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From: 
Sent: Tuesday, 28 July 2015 1:46 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Food certification schemes submission

Dear food certification schemes inquiry,

I wish to address point (g) of the committee’s terms of reference, and particularly ask the committee to consider
 the importance of investigating whether some Australian halal certification organisations could be using funds
 raised from Australian businesses to fund, directly or indirectly, Islamic terrorism.

Firstly, all practising Muslims and Islamic organisations, including halal certifiers, are obliged to give Zakat to
 Islamic causes which amounts to 2.5% their wealth per year to be distributed among 8 categories. Some of
 these categories are laudable, such as helping the poor, but one is to support those fighting for Allah. Some
 Muslims claim to interpret this in an innocuous way, but a more widespread understanding is that this money is
 to go to those engaged in Islamic military operations for whom no salary is allotted i.e. volunteers for jihad.
 And Halal certifiers have been caught funding terrorism in this way before. In 2007 and 2008 the Islamic
 Society of North America was named by the Justice Department as involved with funding the terrorist group
 Hamas.

Secondly, I ask the committee to take into account that there is no religious requirement in Islam for Halal
 certification. A Muslim is obliged to eat only halal foods, but the vast majority of foods are halal by their very
 nature. Certification is at best a convenience for Muslims, and certifying bodies are only recent business
 constructs which began in the 1980s. It was soon discovered, however, that these organisations were very good
 at raising large amounts of money from gullible Westerners and now senior Muslim leaders are stating publicly
 that ‘halal can enable Muslims to dominate global economy and conquer the world.’

I put it to the committee that in-light of the above points and the common theme of Islam running through the
 halal certifying industry and world terrorism, that it is very much in the public interest to require a much higher
 standard of financial oversight and regulation of these bodies to ensure that money raised from Australian
 businesses is not being used against Australian interests.

Yours sincerely,

Mr Alan Alford

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
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From: Brenda Marchant  
Sent: Tuesday, 28 July 2015 3:18 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third party certification of food

Dear Senator

Senate Standing Committees on Economics PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600 

First of all I would like to thank you for speaking up on the majority of Australians.
Halal certification/registration comes at a cost to the manufacturer of the product which
 can range from thousands to tens of thousands per month, to maintain the certification.
 This cost is passed on to the consumer, who in turn, through the purchase of halal certified
 products, is supporting a religious belief that they many either do not support or do not
 wish to follow.
Products that are not clearly marked as halal certified takes away my freedom of choice in
 being able to choose to not purchase halal certified products. This practice would seem to
 be nothing more than a form of religious tax as how would anyone following the Islamic
 ideology be able to identify that product as halal. It also my freedom of choice to not
 purchase any product Halal certified, the fact that the product seller pays for the
 certification, but does not present the label on the product is highly misleading to myself
 and the Australian community. 
I have no objection to people following their religious beliefs, however I strongly object to
 being forced to financially support any religion.
I hope the committee will investigate this matter thoroughly and consider what is right for
 ALL Australians, not just 2% of the population. 
Kind Regards

Brenda Marchant

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
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From:  
Sent: Thursday, 23 July 2015 9:03 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: submission regarding halal certification

Submission regarding halal certification in Australia
I am writing to express my objections to halal certification in this country.
The halal process and subsequent taxation has been put in place to please a
 minority religious group in our country. A group whose beliefs are not
 shared by the majority of Australians.
It is a form of control and manipulation by people whose ‘holy’ book and
 subsequent beliefs are incompatible with the majority of Australians.
Research shows me that halal regulations are supposedly derived from a
 revelation that came to Mohammed from Allah through the angel Gabriel
 around 1,200 years ago. So we are all being made subject to rules and
 worship of a deity because one man says he received these instructions
 from a divine force!

This nation and it’s laws have been built upon our Jewish/Christian
 background and it has worked very well. Why then do we start to bow the
 knee to the writings of one man who also justifies killing people who do not
 convert to Islam. Have we lost our brains and courage to stand up for
 what’s right?
Hitler got a great following because of the silence of many. Why do we now
 allow a minority who have no intention of conforming to the Australian
 way, dictate to us regarding food preparation, certification?
Apparently halal certification is not even a religious imperative for
 Muslims!
We have allowed ourselves to become subject to taxation and control by an
 ideology which is opposed to our way of life and it’s time we woke up and
 had the courage to stand up for what’s right. That is assuming our leaders
 still have a grasp on what is essentially right and wrong.
Written in hope

Your sincerely Elaine Barnes

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au
mailto:Natasha.Rusjakovski@aph.gov.au
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Foreward 

 

Many thanks for inviting submissions on the topic of food certification schemes in my 

beloved country, Australia. 

We have been resident of, contributors to and taxpayers in this country since the very early 

1800s. We have many artefacts from the gold rush era, including a vial of gold from the 

sovereign hill diggings, which has not been uncorked since that time and a complete set of 

assaying instruments & tools used by family members which we hold dear & close to our 

hearts. We were present at the Eureka stockade conflict. Participants? I do not know as our 

records only relate to individuals not actions.     

We also possess the captains telescope from the ship owned by our ancestors. We are not 

rich, privileged individuals, just hard working Australians. 

Many family members over generations have served in most campaigns to protect and 

preserve our wonderful culture. 

We have witnessed the arrival of many different cultures. Having been raised with both 

Greek and Italian neighbours, who were new arrivals to this country. My mother also 

worked at a Chinese restaurant for an extended period of our young lives, whereupon our 

entire families became close friends with those recent immigrants, exposing us to their 

cultures every waking day, thus ensuring our early days were filled with safety, much 

happiness, and fascination at some of the traits associated with each of their cultures.   

Childhood memories include being hugged and adored by the adults & members of these 

families, which was returned in kind with pure heartfelt joy. 

In my adult life I have assisted an Indigenous friend, a dedicated family man, in his daily 

struggles as he fought racism and bigotry in a government workplace, which resulted in me 

becoming the target of the disgraceful cowards who sought to alienate & destroy him. This 

action cost me my career at that time and was eventually resolved in the high court of 

Queensland. The damage to my health was considerable and I still suffer to this day from 

this unnecessary debacle. 

I fought for his rights as an indigenous person and human being and would do so again at a 

moments notice, regardless of the cost to my career or health.  

This is what it means to be an Australian.   

 

 



Regarding food certification.  

As I have witnessed the turmoil across the globe over the decades I have always taken great 
reassurance in my country folks efforts and struggles to produce what we know as the finest 
foods in the world. 
The supreme gift of mother nature, of which the purity, taste and quality has been 
previously unsurpassed in quality and safety of consumption. 
 
This is the land nurtured and worshipped by indigenous peoples for countless centuries, the 
fruits of which are a joy to behold. I pay deference to those non indigenous folk who 
dedicate their lives to the production of these untainted resources. 
Extended family members have participated in the generation of our foodstuffs across 
decades of devotion to life on the land. 
Having been raised in a deeply religious family, I have, in adult life, concluded there can only 

be one religion and one true love. That is the love of our flora, fauna and of our mother 

earth.  

THAT is MY religion. (seeing as how we are allowed to fabricate one these days). 

I am astounded beyond belief that our government/s and politicians have allowed religious 

and alternative political system groups to begin to effectively commandeer these resources 

and impose their own agendas on these irreplaceable gifts of our land purely for personal 

monetary gain or for the sole benefit of dysfunctional communities.   

I am absolutely disgusted some groups seek to profit from imposing their supposed 

“standards” and highly questionable beliefs upon the majority of our peoples. These actions 

amount to nothing less than treason and pure greed, as we now see over 40 known 

certification groups raping the fruits of Australians labour and enforcing their lack of 

appropriate modern standards upon all and sundry. 

How on this beautiful earth has this been allowed to happen? What gross negligence and 

corruption has allowed the degradation of these pristine resources? When were the people 

of Australia asked if we would allow the tainting of our produce by way of substandard 

procedures? (in our abattoirs for example).  

Our succulent steaks are no longer succulent, the produce of our genus Sus animals is now  

regularly replaced with a turkey substitute, which I personally detest. The list goes on. 

Upon closer examination of this perplexing issue, we now have to examine each and every 

food item to attempt to identify what is fit for consumption and what is not. In doing so we 

make our purchases only to find hidden or no labelling, which, after purchase, identifies 

once suitable food, has now been degraded to suit highly questionable beliefs. 

 



I would not be one to normally question such things until such time as we are repeatedly 

confronted with the heads of certification boards being implicated in criminal investigations 

involving guns, drugs, extortion and thuggery. Some of these individuals can also be found 

on social media boasting of their ill-gotten gains and mocking the people of Australia stating 

that everything will become ”certified” and we have NO choice in the issue.  

It also astounds me that these certification “requirements” and “fees” are a recent 
“innovation” where previously, for say 2 thousand years, no such certifications or fees were 
appropriate or required.  
 
How has this been allowed to happen? 
 

These actions are not appropriate in this country and upon examination one can only 

conclude this is criminal extortion and IS grossly offensive to the majority of Australians. 

When were we asked if we would allow this criminal behaviour? 
 

When were we asked if we would allow ONE community group to profit via the degradation 

of the produce and labours of the Australian people? 

By allowing such extortion our governments are actively discriminating against the 

Australian people. 

I do not want my foods tampered with or degraded to suit another cultures highly 

questionable beliefs in any way shape or form. 

People demanding such degradation of our produce should have a separate production run 

or section of a facility for this specific purpose and pay for this themselves.  

We do not need or require interference in our food supply chain from cultures who have 

difficulty managing their own countries let alone become self appointed authorities on our 

food production. 

Again, what level of insanity, foolhardiness and corruption has allowed the current state of  

affairs? Exactly WHO is responsible for this debacle? 

As taxpayers for well over a century our family members expect this situation to be rectified 

immediately by way of all fees abolished and the government become responsible for 

policing this discriminatory criminal behaviour.  

Thank you. 

A deeply concerned Australian citizen. 

I have inserted an example of inappropriate discriminatory behaviour, also an example of 

the legitimacy of supposed certification requirements. 
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Dear Sir/Madam, 
We as Australians & Practicing Christians, would like the Freedom to buy products 
without having them being Halal Certified. We do not want to support any company 
that wishes to pay an Islamic Religious tax to have their products halal certified. We 
as Australians do not want to fund any special religious rituals or political campaigns 
to increase the presence of Sharia Law in Australia. We want Freedom of Choice in 
Australia & we feel this is being taken away. We have been told by companies that 
they are not passing on their Halal Certification fee on to consumers, how can this 
not be passed onto us as the consumers? Plus we have been told by companies that 
are not wishing to be Halal that they are being bullied and threatened.   
 

Is it too much to ask to have all products clearly identify, those that are subject to 
halal certification if this is going to continue to be a practice? Less than 2.4% of the 
population here in Australia is Muslim and Companies seem to be happy to 
accommodate for them and expect us all to follow. We also disagree with the Ritual 
Slaughtering & find it is inhumane & inappropriate in all cases.  Thank you. 
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Here is my submission to the Third Party certification of food

As an Australian consumer I am frustrated and concerned by the practice of halal certification in this country.

I do not wish to support any brand that pays an Islamic religious tax to have their product halal certified. Less than 
2% of this population is Muslim and I do not want to fund special religious rituals or political campaigns to increase 
the presence of Sharia Law in Australia. I am also concerned about animal cruelty in the halal slaughter process. The 
Koran does not stipulate anywhere that a product must undergo certification for it to be halal.

Despite this many companies are paying extraordinary fees for halal certification and not displaying it on their labels 
or even on their websites.  Sometimes it is even difficult to get such information when calling the company directly, 
therefore I suggest the following points:

1. Labels must be placed on food if it:

– is the product of a religious ritual

– is produced by a person specifically employed because of their religious belief

– is religiously certified and certification fees are paid to fund religious programs.

2. Food producers who produce food that is automatically halal (like bread and water) should not be required to 
pay certification fees to state this.

3. Religious food certification authorities should be registered.

4. Religious food certification authorities should be required to disclose their standards, fees and financial records.

5. A proper inquiry should be established to examine a number of other issues in relation to halal certification 
other than food labelling issues.

Please also note: 

I am not against Muslims having halal - as long as they PAY for it and keep it within their own communities in the 
Non-Islamic countries where they live much like the Jewish community do not impose Kosher certified food on the 
general population in countries outside Israel.

I am not a Follower of Islam and do not require halal certification... and I certainly do not want to pay for it - or find 
that we have been tricked into buying halal certified products or services when we go shopping or eat out.

The Halal Industry have been introducing halal certified products into our food chain & non-food markets without 
our knowledge and extracting huge fees from our food producers that is passed onto us the consumers.

I am against the barbaric cruelty to animals that is part and parcel of this Halal certification and want to know all 
food companies that have complied with this inhumane practice by seeing proper labelling on food products.
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Submission 
Third Party Certification of Food Inquiry.

Dear Sir,

I wish to lodge my objection to the Halal Certification fee which has been imposed on 
a huge percentage of our day-to-day requirements and which, in fact, has been in 
place for many years.

Freedom of religion requires we are all free to choose or reject religious practices in 
our lives. Freedom of religion means we each get to choose whether or not we want to 
participate in or fund religious practices. Muslims who require halal certified products 
could fund it themselves and not impose a fee on already compliant businesses. They 
can go in, assess the suitability and inform other Muslims at their own expense. I am 
all for Muslims eating halal food if that is what they want, but imposing certifications 
on everything and asking non-Muslims to fund it is going too far!
Halal certification crosses the line, and freedom of religion is compromised. Halal 
certification is imposed on all Australians whether we like it not. Why is 98% of 
Australian population paying for what 2% of the population wishes?

The Halal method of ritual slaughter of animals is barbaric and has no place in 21st 
Century Australia. The ‘irreversible stun’ BEFORE the throat is cut is the ONLY 
method of slaughter that is acceptable to me. This barbaric treatment of animals 
contravenes animals’ rights to be treated in a humane manner at EVERY stage of 
their lives, including the manner in which their life is ended.
In addition to the Halal method of slaughter being barbaric towards the animals, it is 
also discriminatory towards employees; as Muslim men can only perform ‘halal’ 
slaughter.
The Halal Certification fee is a direct contravention of the Australian Constitution 
Section 116. 

I respectfully request that the Halal Certification Religious Fee be immediately, 
completely and permanently abolished. If a religious group wishes to have a 
certification/logo in place on items which are purchased/consumed/used by the 
general public, then that religious group should be paying for the certification, NOT 
profiting from it.

I am disappointed with the Australian Government because they have allowed this 
Economic Pillar of Sharia Law to creep into our country without full disclosure to the 
nation. 

Yours faithfully,

S A Lewis
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22nd July 2015

Attention: Senate committee on third party certification of food

My submission today is concerned with Halal certification on foods

I believe the certification is too widespread. Many foods and other products that are inherently “safe” 

for Muslims to eat are being certified such as water, rice and flour. I have also seen shampoo certified 

recently.  This includes many vegetarian products which by being labeled as suitable for vegetarians 

and also certified as Halal. This in my understanding is unnecessary. 

Labeling too small/inadequate/absent

I believe that there needs to be a clear choice made by consumers regarding whether or not they 

purchase Halal certified foods. This is difficult due to small/unclear/omitted labelling on products. 

Financial 

I believe that the widespread Halal certification of foods is adding an unnecessary cost on Australian 

consumers but currently it is hard to determine how much this is, due mainly to the lack of 

transparency of the finances of the certifying authorities

Religious ritual 

I am morally repulsed by the thought of meat I am eating being slaughtered with a knife whilst prayers 

to Allah are being said. I am not particularly religious but am offended when I read in the newspaper 

that everyone can eat Halal. Halal meat is not prepared for everyone, it is specifically prepared for 

Muslims. It is my choice and I believe my right in this country not to eat it. In many cases I have been 

unable to find non-halal meat alternatives of some of my favourite meat products such as Jack Links 

Beef Jerky. 

Cruelty to animals  

It is cruel and unnecessary for animals to be slaughtered without stunning. It is my understanding that 

many abattoirs now have exemptions from stunning in order to undertake Halal slaughter of animals. I 

believe that most Australians would not “actively” choose to eat meat that has been slaughtered in this 

way, however end up eating Halal slaughtered meat that is unlabelled.  I also am concerned that the 

quantity (or percentage) of animals being Halal slaughtered is much higher than required. 



Recommendations 

• Mandatory requirement for all Halal certified products to display the Halal symbol.

• Increase the minimum sizing for a halal symbol on packaging food from around 8mm diameter 

to 20mm. This would make it much easier to see for consumers who want to buy it and for 

those who want to avoid buying it. This would give everyone an informed choice to make.

• Ban the certification of foods that do not require Halal certification for Muslims to eat, for 

example bottled water.

• Ban the certification of non-food products

• All halal slaughtered meats to be sold in specialty stores, or at the very least in a separate 

labelled section in the supermarket. Lets remember that only about 2.5% of the Australian 

population are Muslims.

• All products containing Halal slaughtered meats to be labelled as “Halal slaughtered” on the 

front of the package, whether it be fresh meat or other meat product. Once again this would 

allow people who want to eat this meat to find it easily and others who want to avoid it to do 

just that. If this is the only outcome from the inquiry it would be a great one.

• Specialised abattoirs should be licensed by the government and set up to slaughter in a Halal 

manner in this country. This could be done by selling licenses (that are transferable) to abattoirs.

Other abattoirs are not permitted to slaughter Halal meat. That way the cost of slaughtering in a 

Halal manner can be born by those who consume Halal meat. This would also help employ 

more non-Muslims in the slaughter industry, at the moment many non-Muslims are being 

discriminated against on religious grounds since they cannot slaughter Halal meat. 

• Regulation of the certification industry, opening it up for real competition and financial scrutiny

Thank you for the opportunity to make a submission

Sincerely,

Darrell Bockman
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I am prefacing my response to the Terms of Reference with my dissatisfaction that the enquiry is being 
led by a Muslim.  I believe that this is a conflict of interest and should be investigated.  An objective 
view needs to be taken on this matter.  From my knowledge of islam and through reading the Quran I 
understand that it is acceptable for a Muslim to lie in order to attain a goal.  While this senator may 
claim that he is not a practising Muslim or that he will remain objective in this inquiry, how can we be 
sure that he is not lying?

1.  The extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not limited to, 
schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically modified food and general food safety 
certification schemes

The "extent" of food certification "schemes" particularly in relation to halal certification is huge, out 
of control, applied to products unnecessarily and very questionable.  There is much secrecy within the 
halal certifying agencies/companies just as there is with manufacturing businesses.  Some businesses 
go to the extent of removing certification symbols from packaging and websites when confronted with 
questions as to why they pay halal certification fees, while the majority don’t label their products at 
all.  This is unfair on the consumer and surreptitious behaviour of the business when consumers have 
a right to know whether their products or the ingredients used in these products, support/fund/attract 
fees to any religious certifying body.  Religion should never be imposed or have anything to do with 
ANY products.

Both islam and judaism have religious beliefs around meat products, however natural or processed 
foods that don't contain any meat are still being certified - why?  Why does a tin of Australian owned 
Golden Circle need to be Kosher certified?  Is it wrong for a jewish person to eat tinned pineapple that 
doesn't have Kosher certification?  Is it wrong for a muslim to eat frozen vegetables that don’t have 
halal certification?  If so, then how do they eat other products which may not have been certified?  
There is even water, sugar, honey, nuts - all halal certified.  These products are naturally "halal" 
(permissible) - so why do they need to be certified?  Muslims can consume the products whether or 
not they're certified.  All they have to do is pray over the food before eating.

Further, any product can easily become “haram” or non halal (even after it has been halal certified) 
when it comes into contact with anything that is considered to be haram, ie a person who has handled 
pork, or touched alcohol: this makes halal certification futile.  The extent of this halal certification is 
ridiculous:  food transport vehicles, oil used on conveyor belts, the list goes on for products that are 
halal certified, but how can a muslim know that the soles of the shoes walking into a halal certified 
van haven’t been contaminated or the trolley they are using hasn’t contained pork, or that the 
conveyor belt in the grocery store hasn’t had blood spilled on it thereby contaminating or making their 
produce haram.  It is unnecessary and futile, particularly when all a muslim has to do is pray before 
eating.

This certification scheme is a way for islam to stealthily and wittingly have us all pay for their way of 
life - indirectly we are being sharia compliant, contributing to their zakat tax, or this could be likened 
to dhimmitude (eventually being overpowered/conquered and paying fees so our lives are spared).  
Unless the government makes a stand and refuses to allow halal certification of products, the muslim 
population in Australia will continue to increase as Australia continues to be such an accommodating, 
compliant and habitable place for them and while we continue to support their schemes.  

The halal certification scheme is growing outrageously as more and more products are becoming 
certified unnecessarily.  Halal suppliers have been granted government contracts and halal is also 
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being fed through our Institutions: schools, hospitals, prisons, care homes, sporting venues, 
restaurants etc. without people being informed or given any choice.  There are also many hidden 
certified items such as the oil used on supermarket conveyors, the vans transporting goods, the 
packaging, the list goes on – what will be next, the roads that we drive on, the public transport?  This 
sounds ridiculous but it is exactly where we are headed unless the racket is shut down by government.

Why are there so many halal certified agencies?  Again as another way of taking control - slowly but 
surely unless this is stopped now.  If religious certification is necessary then it should be a user pays 
system.  Imagine if there was Christian, Buddhist, Sikh, Hindu or Scientology certification, I would not 
want to buy or support any of these products either.  And can you imagine a muslim agreeing to pay 
for a product with any other religious certification attached - I don't think so.  Where is the balance?  
We are being discriminated against in our own country, by a minority, and the government is allowing 
this to happen.  To receive letters from Tony Abbott and Barnaby Joyce saying it’s business decision 
orientated and nothing to do with government is a cop out.  The government has the power to step 
in and take action.  

In 2010 a leader in Europe claimed halal can enable muslims to dominate global economy and conquer 
the world.  It is the duty of muslims to create an Islamic global caliphate.  This sharia law should not 
be imposed on non-muslim countries.  The halal certification scam is estimated at over $600 Billion 
annually – according to the halal journal, Malaysia.

2. Current labelling requirements of food certification schemes

I have no problem with organic labelling provided that it IS organic by definition as outlined in 
regulatory guidelines/legislation.  Where halal certification is concerned, the current labelling is 
inadequate, deceptive and misleading.  FOPL needs to be mandated with clear labels on halal 
certification, kosher and country of origin and production.  To overcome issues of space on labels and 
to make the product easily recognisable as religion certified, one could adopt the RS label (see 
Attachment 1).  Again companies are being deceptive in not clearly labelling products.  Some, such as 
Kraft Coon cheese, may claim that they label their packaging however the halal logo is inside the 
packaging while others such as Cadbury removed the certification logo altogether.  Others list the 
ingredient “gelatine from beef” (as opposed to pork) – meaning halal and no doubt the product has 
some form of certification attached to it, yet not labelled so.

Corners of packaging or corners of labels would not encroach on marketing space of a product, but 
would allow every consumer to make an informed choice in whether to purchase a product or leave 
it on the shelf.

Why do cleaning, sanitary and beauty/health products need certification?  If a product contains 
alcohol (forbidden by Muslims) then that could be labelled on the front as “contains alcohol” (no need 
for halal certification at all).  The muslims are a minority in Australia, let it be them that have to make 
the choice of what not to buy, rather than the majority being squeezed out of choosing products, that 
we have had all our lives free of the imposition of religious certification.  We should not be forced to 
support a religion or way of life, which is unAustralian and unsupportive of the Australian values.

Inadequate labelling is deceiving the consumer who may for religious or other principles not be able 
or willing to purchase such products.

Legally we should be protected by consumer laws and able to make an informed choice when making 
purchases.  With reference to Response to the Recommendations of Labelling Logic: Review of Food 
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labelling Law and Policy 2011 it is inappropriate for a government to claim that costs to industry to 
label products as being halal certified would outweigh the benefit of a small proportion of the 
population when the majority of the population is unaware that their purchases are supporting islam.  
Muslims are a minority in this country but they are taking control and unfortunately it is people in 
power that are allowing this to happen.  If halal certification must exist, it should be controlled by a 
government body, all fees going to the government ONLY so as not to support the growth of a religion 
that’s doctrinated to take over the world the sharia law way.  Please Wake Up!

Alternatively, those companies that don't pay certification fees could label their products as NRC no 
religious certification, but why should they change, when they're not involved in the certification 
process?  I reiterate, if religious certification is to remain, then it should be the religious entities paying 
for it and they should also be accountable for ensuring it is labelled by the companies, and be liable 
to prosecution.  This needs to be clearly legislated.

3.  The need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees

Currently, the consumers choice is compromised. Products that are certified as halal are not 
necessarily labelled and therefore the consumer, who may not wish to buy halal certified products, is 
unaware that they are doing so because of inadequate labelling.  The consumers choice and right, 
whether or not they want to indirectly support islam by the purchase of halal certified foods, is 
removed when halal certification is not displayed on the label.

I'm 52 years of age born in Australia and I feel like a stranger in my own country.  I'm not able to shop 
in the supermarket in the way I used to.  The experience is very stressful and have spent months on 
end researching products and contacting companies.  With my extensive knowledge of halal certified 
products, I choose not to buy any product that I know is halal certified whether or not it is labelled, 
but to acquire this knowledge I have had to make numerous enquiries with businesses.  When 
shopping, I take a list with me of products to avoid (the list is so long that I have it saved alphabetically 
on my phone) and I know of only a few products that I can buy.  But even these products such as 
Rosella, Dick Smiths, Arnotts and Always Fresh cannot provide a guarantee that they're not made with 
halal certified ingredients.  I find it most time consuming and frustrating that I must write to companies 
whose products I'm not sure of to determine whether or not they are halal certified.  Only some 
companies respond and this is not a guarantee that they won't submit to the certification at a future 
date.  There are many large companies too that carry halal certification and it is impossible through 
the larger supermarkets Coles and Woolworths to buy products such as milk or cream, that are free 
of halal certification.  Or we are forced to pay higher prices to avoid the certified products - such as 
A2 milk which apparently is not halal certified (yet anyway).

I am aware that there is an excuse by businesses and also put forward by the former Agriculture and 
Food Security government that halal/kosher "values" labelling is expensive and there is only a finite 
space on labels. While the government perceives halal certification as a "value" and therefore not 
required to be mandated because "values" don't affect the health or safety of Australians, I believe 
this "halal certification value" in regard to safety is contentious and needs review. Firstly and most 
important, the safety of Australians is at risk!  Not that the food per se may be unsafe, rather that the 
money channelled from halal certification fees is supporting islamic organisations – making the 
majority of Australians in future generations unsafe.  These fees build their communities, their banks, 
their lawcourts, their schools, and mosques (the latter two of which educate muslims in the Qu'ran 
and Sharia laws and not Australian/western culture/values and Australian laws), as well as "funding 
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other causes" which have been shown by researchers including politicians to be funding extremists or 
terrorism:  Here the safety of Australian's IS at risk and products should be labelled accordingly so we 
can choose whether to support islamic organisations rather than unwittingly fuel them.  Further, a 
label with two letters such as "RS" (which could mean ritually slaughtered or Religious Standard) would 
take up miniscule space and therefore bear no significant impact on existing labels.

4.  Whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make 
informed purchasing decisions

The current system is poor and inconsistent with many companies choosing not to label certified 
products as halal certified or withdrawing the labelling altogether (Cadbury 2009).

There is an innate expectation with most people who think that if a product is halal certified, it is 
labelled accordingly and they are appalled when they learn from me that much of the shopping they 
have in their trolley is halal certified or contains halal certified ingredients.

Upon investigation into where the money from halal certification fees ends up, it has become clear 
that ALL funds support Islam ONLY– either by educating muslim children the islam way – sharia law, 
building mosques where religion and state are as one, to build muslim communities where non-
muslims are not welcome, to build muslim lawcourts, and other funds which come under “other 
Islamic needs which has been linked to terrorism.  The requirement list for muslim only purposes and 
Islamic only gain is endless and growing every day.  Imagine having something in Australia where 
muslims were not welcome – how unAustralian that would be – there would be a huge outcry, yet it 
doesn’t work the other way around – the leftwing acceptance for muslims to do whatever without 
any difficulty is wrong and must be controlled.   Muslims are not happy in their own country so they 
come here where they are also not happy as they find it’s not yet an Islamic country, so they are slowly 
changing that.   How naïve is the government to not see what is really going on.  Read the Quran and 
the hadiths, or at the least read the Third Choice by Mark Durie – an objective eye opener.

I am aware that there is no transparency to actual monetary amounts going to support these Islamic 
needs.  However I understand that the halal certification scheme has been set up as a not for profit or 
charity organisation which does not incur any tax so I reiterate, ALL money raised is to support Islam 
ONLY.  This IS wrong in our Australian society.

5.  Details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and the 
potential for these to impact on prices for consumers

Certification fees paid by producers/manufacturers should not be paid by them but by the religious 
entity that requires religious certification.  A user pays system is required.  With regard to halal 
certification, some may argue that there is no fee passed on to the consumer due to an increase in 
sales however, when these profits decline or the certification fees increase,  how is the company going 
to retrieve its certification costs - through the consumer of course.  So it's imperative that if halal or 
kosher certification must exist, the user of religious certification pays.  Unlike organic certification 
(which IS clearly labelled) if I want to buy organic labelled food, I am prepared to pay extra for it being 
organic.  The organic labelling system and the religious ‘lack of labelling’ system, are two entirely 
different matters and should not be combined here.
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While it may be argued that halal certification opens up the market so more sales can be made through 
this process and therefore it would not be necessary to increase prices, there is no guarantee that the 
increase in sales can be sustained which would require businesses to pass on the costs to consumers.  
One should also keep in mind that if a company were to cease paying the halal certification fees, then 
the importing countries could cease to buy from that company to try and force them to comply with 
THEIR demands.  This certification scheme needs to be nipped in the bud and stopped NOW.  Why is 
it that some businesses who produce the same type goods as others, don’t have to pay for halal 
certification yet Australian businesses do?  How can we be so naïve, leave ourselves open to 
exploitation for Islamic advancement?

Look at the recent and sudden decrease in live export to Indonesia.  All this livestock cruelly 
slaughtered for export, now rejected by that country but the barbaric slaughter and halal certification 
continues.  Where is the logic, where is the justification, where is the welfare of animals, where is the 
government standing up for the majority of Australians and the welfare of animals.

6.  The importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and returns to 
producers.

While it may be argued that halal certification opens up the market so more sales can be made through 
this process and therefore it would not be necessary to increase prices, there is no guarantee that the 
increase in sales can be sustained which would require businesses to pass on the costs to consumers. 
Further, how can the government accept that importing countries demand halal certification status, 
yet they don’t have halal certification status in their own countries?  

It should also be kept in mind that if a company were to cease paying the halal certification fees, then 
the importing countries could cease to buy from that company to try and force them to comply with 
THEIR demands. I understand that there are many producers/companies in other countries exporting 
to asian countries that don't pay certification fees, so why is Australia paying fees to these countries.  
It's similar to a form of dhimmitude in that the islamic organisations are charging Australian businesses 
a tax under the guise of halal certification similar to a jizya tax that was paid by jews/christians.  This 
halal certification tax wasn't required years ago, this halal business is recent yet nothing in the Quran 
requires this certification.  Muslims can pray over food.  Blood, alcohol and pork are the only haram 
foods a muslim shouldn’t eat yet muslims can choose not to buy products containing these ingredients 
(which are listed in the ingredients).  Muslims haven’t needed halal certification in the past and 
therefore halal certification is not required now– halal certification is nothing short of a scam.

When returns of profits decline or the certification fees increase, businesses will be forced to pass this 
cost onto the consumer.  So it's imperative that the user of religious certification pays.  Unlike organic 
certification (which IS clearly labelled) if I want to buy organic labelled food, I am prepared to pay extra 
for it being organic.  The organic labelling system and the religious labelling lack of system, are two 
entirely different matters and should not be combined in the senate enquiry.

Whether a product is halal or kosher certified or not, has no direct impact on health.  There is no 
change to the product for it to be halal certified and therefore there is no need to certify the product 
at all.  Food can be halal without being certified.  There is absolutely no reason to pay a certification 
fee.  For a business to be OHS compliant, there is no fee.  Halal certification is totally unnecessary and 
I’m disgusted and angry that the money for certification is going directly back to the Islamic community 
to fund mosques, community centres and schools where they will teach their children the way they 
want - Sharia Law.
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7.  The extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including, but not 
limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any related matters.

I have read extracts from reports of monies paid by companies for their certification fees.  These 
figures run into double and triple thousand dollar figures – for just one company!  The halal 
certification scheme is a trillion dollar industry and yet remains secretive, non-transparent and 
unaccountable to anyone other than Islamic authorities.  I will not be part of this scam and the 
government must investigate and provide full disclosure.

Further, why are there so many Australian halal certifying organisations and where is the regulation 
of these companies.  Surely this is something that the government needs to control.  The majority of 
Australia’s population is non-muslim, WE (the majority of non-muslims) voted in the government, yet 
we are living under the suppressive control of sharia law with this surreptitious halal certification 
money making scam.  I find it very interesting to learn that products manufactured in muslim majority 
countries do NOT require halal certification which is further evidence that there is no need for 
certification in Australia either.  If muslims can eat products from other parts of the world that don’t 
have halal certification, then they can eat regular, non-certified products here in Australia.

There is no upfront or open communication about certifiers, just as it's difficult to find an abattoir that 
doesn't perform any ritual slaughter.  Why is it that the majority of Australians don’t require ritual 
slaughter of animals, yet most abattoirs are performing ritual slaughter and halal certification, and 
only employing muslim slaughtermen – all for a minority.  It doesn’t make sense, it’s unfair and 
definitely unAustralian.  Shame on large businesses such as Coles and Woolworths for supporting 
these abattoirs and allowing the inhumane slaughter of animals and stocking goods that aren’t 
adequately labelled.  While not all their meat can receive halal certification status, it started out that 
way but became haram when it didn’t meet the grade required for halal certification.  It’s the non-
muslims, the unknowing “blind-fool” consumer that purchases the lesser quality/cast aside meat.  The 
animal was killed brutally regardless and this is another area I strongly urge for a senate enquiry: - the 
inhumane need for such ancient barbaric suffering of animals in abattoirs today, when we have the 
captive bolt at our disposal.  Time for a change and we need your to help make this happen.

In closing I would like to thank you for reading my submission and may I once again recommend that 
you read The Third Choice by Mark Durie.  (I wish every politician would read this book).

Yours sincerely
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Attachment 1

RS label

A simple logo that says RS may be all that is required and would have little impact on available label 
space or cost.

An ‘RS’ logo could also stand for Religious Standard OR Religious Slaughter and can cover ALL halal or 
kosher certified products too – whether Food or Non-Food.

RS can also be used as a sign on all halal certified services and businesses that have gone down the 
halal compliance route. All manufacturers & retailers eg. Restaurants  should also have the ‘RS’ symbol 
if they are halal certified and thereby producing products according to a Religious Standard OR 
operating a service eg. meat processing plant, according to a Religious Standard.

ALL RS food & even non-food products using halal bi-products are following the halal Religious 
Standard and should be labelled as such, to inform shoppers.

The RS Label would provide:

Freedom of Choice and Conscience –consumers/shoppers have the right to religious and secular 
freedom, ie not to be forced to participate in religious rites or contribute to funding islam

Dedicating produce to a god violates this right: hence there is forced participation in another’s religion 
without consent. Also Jews, Sikhs & Christians are specifically instructed not to eat idolised produce, 
so where is their religious freedom?

We need to know what we are buying and eating and we want to know if products and services are 
following a religious standard.

The ‘RS’ Label should be applied to…

ALL Ritually Slaughtered Meat (and bi-products) whether classified as halal or haram

ALL food products with ingredients that include halal Religious Standard bi-products

ALL Halal/Kosher Certified products – whether food or non-food

ALL Halal Certified services eg. Cutting Plants, Food Processing Plants & Packaging

ALL non-food  products that include halal Religious Standard bi-products or follow a Religious Standard 
in production

ALL Halal Certified Chains clearly at every entrance and point of sale eg. shops, supermarkets, fast 
food eateries, take-aways, restaurants etc.

ALL ‘RS’ foods that are served to consumers in Institutions eg. Schools, Colleges, Care Homes, 
Hospitals, Prisons & Sports Venues and Restaurants etc.

One last point: if product manufacturers won't label their products then perhaps the supermarkets 
and stores should label their shelves with what is Halal/Kosher so we can make an informed choice.
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I refuse to purchase goods that are halal certified & hope that Australian companies will withdraw 
their halal certifications so that their employees will not suufer due to loss of sales.
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I have chosen to individually answer each of the terms of reference, 
relevant to this enquiry.

a) The extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in 
Australia including, but not limited to, schemes related to 
organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and general 
food safety certification schemes;

I believe that certification is extended to companies that can 
afford the costs of certification.  The certification process is not 
clear or well defined and can vary between different certifiers of 
the sam group.
There is a very large extent of certification that goes un-noticed 
to the general public.  For instance the manufacture of retail foods  
from certified raw sources.  Such foods may be still retain 
certification but are not labelled as such as the manufacturer is 
not certified.  In essence the certification process is wasted and 
only benefits the certifier.
I believe that some food certifier groups consist of several smaller 
certifiers, all providing the same type of service but operating to 
own rules, regulations and cost structure.
There are some certifications types that are unknown to most 
Australians, except for those whom benefit from such certification.  
A form of basic education of certification schemes should be 
provided under a centrally available source.

b) Current labelling requirements of food certification schemes;

A standard national policy needs to be created in reference to the 
labelling requirements of any certification.  It is recommended that 
the policy cover the following principals:
[1] All certifications logos are easily legible to a prescribed 
minimum size.
[2] All certifications are viewable from the outer surface of the 
packing / or identified with a sign for non-packageable items and 
are not hidden under packaging seams, folds or other labels.
[3] Certifications on packaging are not obscured from the customers 
direct view by the use of non contrasting colours.
[4] Logos must bear the certification type in English on the logo, a 
symbol without English words is not sufficient enough.
[5] Logos of certain certification type are to use one single 
nationally recognised logo for use on all certifiable products, 
Australia wide.

c) The need for labelling on products produced by companies that 
pay certification fees;

I strongly agree that there is a compulsory need for all retail 
products to display labelling relative to the certification the 
producer / manufacturer paid for.



It if of the consumers ultimate benefit that the product 
certification is visible on the packaging, even if the average 
consumer has implied knowledge of its certification.

d) Whether current schemes provide enough information for 
Australian consumers to make informed purchasing decisions;

There is a large lack of information given to consumers when 
purchasing certified product.  A large amount of good faith is given 
by the consumer when purchasing certified products.
Australian consumers have little or no documented evidence of how 
exactly certifications are conducted or how often a certified 
company is re-audited.
Australian consumers are not given sufficient documented procedures 
of how certifiers operate and their codes of practice.  For example, 
when a certified company breaches certification or how consumers are 
notified if a breach has occurred.
Should a consumer wish to view the certificate of certification, a 
common procedure needs to be developed when liaising with the 
manufacturer of the product, with a prescribed minimum time frame.  
The common procedure on how to view certification needs to be placed 
on a governmental web page along with details on how to seek help if 
certification certificates are not provided in a timely fashion.

e) Details regarding certification fees paid by food producers 
and/or manufacturers, and the potential for these to impact on 
prices for consumers;

I believe that all certification fees should be publicly viewable 
either from the certified company or centrally from a governmental 
controlled website.
The certification fees should be fixed and based on a percentage per 
produced item manufactured with no volume or friendly discounts.  
This is to ensure that small and large manufacturers can certify 
their products in a fair and equitable manner.

f) The importance of food certification schemes in relation to 
export market access and returns to producers;

It is important that Australia control the food certification 
schemes in relation to exports.  Care should be taken however to 
ensure that products not requiring certification are not unnecessary 
certified just to provide a umbrella style cover when exporting.

g) The extent and adequacy of information available to the public 
about certifiers including, but not limited to, certification 
processes, fees and financial records; and any related matters.

There is insufficient information available to the public on how 
these certification companies operate, their expenses, their 



financial records and their tax liabilities.  Due to the density and 
reach of certified products to the average Australian person, more 
need to be done to ensure the transparency of the certification 
companies.
For example, Annual financial records for all certification 
companies should be publicly displayed, similar to that of a 
publicly listed Australian company.
Codes of conduct, of how the certification company operates and 
their principal values need to be published and made publicly 
available.
Any large corporation or individual stakeholders of these 
certification companies need to be published publicly, for public 
transparency reasons.
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To The Economics Committee Secretariat.

As an Australian consumer I am frustrated and concerned by the practice of halal certification in this 
country.

I do not wish to support  any company that pays an Islamic religious tax to have their product 
certified. Less than 2% of this population is Muslim and I don't want to fund special religious rituals 
or political campaigns to increase the presence of Sharia law in Australia. I am also concerned about 
the possible cruelty to animals slaughtered.

Please respect consumers and give us the necessary information so that we can make our own 
choice. Please also consider carefully what these companies are funding when they pay Halal 
certification fees. The Koran says food must be Halal but certification is a modern day tax imposed 
on a majority of people who do not submit to the Islamic religion and Sharia law.

Yours Sincerely,



ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 896

Submission Details: Mr K.L. Williams





23 July 2015
Senate Standing Committee on Economics
Third Party Certification of Food

Dear Committee Members

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the investigation into 
Third Party Certification of Food.

People should be able to purchase food prepared according to their 
own beliefs, but as not everyone has the same beliefs there should 
be scope for each to purchase according to their own beliefs. There 
should be a user-pays system that charges producers/processors for 
the appropriate certificate, with the costs of each certificate ( 
Halal, Kosher, Genetically Modified etc. ) being recovered from 
those consumers prepared to pay for it. This market-based approach 
would eliminate unnecessary certificates and expenses for 
consumers, but would require clear prominent labelling so consumers 
can make informed decisions on which product to buy.

There are a number of bodies levying charges to issue Halal 
certificates, each with their own ideas of what is Halal; this is 
confusing in both domestic and export markets and should be 
replaced by a single government body, as already happens in many 
muslim countries. This Halal certifying body would only issue 
certificates for meat slaughtered according to the Koran. There is 
no justification for levying it on anything unconnected to items 
not mentioned in the Koran and thus not requiring a certificate, 
such as dairy products and food packaging.

I appreciate the opportunity to comment.

Yours Sincerely,
K.L. Williams
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FAO: The Inquiry into Third Party Certification of Food. 

I am concerned about the current Halal Certification of Australian Food products. As you 

would be aware approximately 98% of the Australian population is non Muslim, however 

many of the food products purchased in our supermarkets are now Halal Certified. I find this 

to be unconstitutional and unconscionable. Australia was founded on the principles of 

religious freedoms, and of freedom of choice. I find it difficult to understand how a small 

minority religious group within Australia has had such a major impact on our freedom of 

choice as consumers. Halal Certification is an Islamic Religious custom, which main stream 

Australia do not practice. I am also concerned that there appears to be no independent 

Auditing process in place that can determine where the proceeds from Halal Certification 

end up.  

I also find it offensive that other Religious and non Religious groups within the Australian 

community are now being forced to buy food that is certified by a particular Religious 

denomination.  This is unfair to consumers, and offensive to other religious groups within 

the Australian Community. The Jewish Faith also requires certain certification on some of 

their Food products, but it is not forced onto mainstream Australians. Their communities 

have their own special supermarkets from which they purchase these food items at no cost 

to the mainstream Australian consumer. With Halal Certification however, the mainstream 

Australian consumer is paying for this certification as the cost is passed on to the consumer 

by companies who are Halal Certified. 

I also understand that other Australian Businesses are exporting overseas, and expanding 

their markets without Halal Certification. Some of these are to Countries with large Muslim 

Populations.  I find this situation of Halal Certification to dubious at best, and warrants a 

protracted investigation on ethical and possibly criminal grounds. 

Yours Sincerly, 
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23rd July 2015 

Dear Parliament Members 

I wish to record my protest about the certification of food products by religious organisations, whatever 

their faith. My protest is based on the following: 

1. The religious food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia are an unwarranted and additional

expense to families, with no benefit to them whatsoever. They only identify to those of particular 

religious beliefs, the foods that are acceptable according to their own faith. These costs should not be 

foisted on all families for the sake of the few, rather, those religious organisations could easily supply 

lists of foods/brands that are acceptable to their own religious followers. 

2. The removal of food certification requirements for manufacturers would mean that cost savings would

ensue that could mean lower prices of foods for families. 

3. There should be no requirement for labelling on products produced by companies and hence, no

certification fees. 

4. It is difficult enough for families with dietary or special food requirements to decipher the labelling of

food products without the additional need to look for certification labels in order to avoid paying an 

impost to a religious organisation. 

5. The tracking of payments made to certifiers paid by food producers and/or manufacturers by

government departments to ensure compliance with legislation only adds another layer of expense on 

taxpayers. No certification allowable on foods would remove this burden. 

6. For export market access and returns to producers, exporters could label those food products

intended for export in precisely the same way that they most probably use specific labelling now for such 

exports, depending on the intended overseas market. 

7. The cessation of certifying food products would negate  any need to regulate the extent and

adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including, but not limited to, certification 

processes, fees and financial records; and any related matters. 

For all these reasons, I petition Parliament to ban the religious certification of all food products. 

Yours Sincerely 
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THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATION OF FOOD 
Senate Economics References Committee 
 
SUBMISSION of 
 
Tania Madeline Cummings 
Xxxxxxxxxxxx 
xxxxxxxxxx NSW 2xxx 
Mob: xxxx xxx xxx 
Eml:  xxxxxxxxxxxxx 
Date: 23 July 2015 
 
TERMS OF REFERENCE: 

1. the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not limited 
to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and general food 
safety certification schemes; 

2. current labelling requirements of food certification schemes; 
3. the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees; 
4. whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make 

informed purchasing decisions; 
5. details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and the 

potential for these to impact on prices for consumers; 
6. the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and returns 

to producers; 
7. the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including, but 

not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any related matters.  

Thank you for the opportunity to provide a submission to the Senate Economics References 
Committee inquiry into third party certification of food. My submission will be mainly related to 
Halal certification schemes comparing and contrasting with the Heart Foundation Tick and FSANZ 
governance. I shall also touch on some aspects of genetically modified and gamma irradiated food 
labelling which, although they are not subject to certification schemes, give me cause for concern 
and should in my opinion be subject to greater scrutiny, transparency and regulatory requirements, 
perhaps including certification. 
 
1. The extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not limited to, 
schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and general food safety 
certification schemes. 
Most food labelling in Australia comes under the jurisdiction of FSANZ, Food Standards Australia 
New Zealand which is the government body responsible for food standards in Australia and New 
Zealand. Their website informs us that these food standards are developed by FSANZ after 
consultation with other government bodies and stakeholders. Under the FSANZ Act, the FSANZ 
Board is selected by the Australian Minister for Health and Ageing in consultation with the Australia 
and New Zealand Ministerial Forum on Food Regulation and must include qualified people from all 
walks of life. The twelve board members are drawn from specialist areas such as: public health, food 
science, human nutrition, consumer affairs, food allergy, medical science, microbiology, food safety, 
biotechnology, veterinary science, primary food production, the food industry, food processing or 
retailing, small business, international trade, food regulation, consumer rights and consumer affairs 
policy, the National Health and Medical Research Council (NHMRC) and government. The board 
meets five times a year and the outcomes of those meetings are publicly available via the FSANZ 

http://www.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/foodsecretariat-anz.htm
http://www.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/foodsecretariat-anz.htm
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website. According to their website, FSANZ Board members must declare material personal 
interests, as well as certain broader interests, and exclude themselves from any decision making that 
could be considered a conflict of interest. Food labelling under the jurisdiction of FSANZ include: 
ingredient listings, country of origin, components as a percentage of recommended daily intake, 
genetic modification and gamma irradiation and are legal requirements. Changes to food labelling 
legislation are reviewed from time to time and are open to submissions from the public. Funding and 
performance of FSANZ is subject to annual government performance review and approval. This is an 
example of a qualified, inherently trustworthy, transparent and accountable process for food 
labelling. 
 
The Heart Foundation heart health “tick” has come in for a lot of criticism recently, some of it 
justified. Before addressing this issue under the 2nd term of reference, it is worth noting that this is 
not a government run programme nor is its inclusion on a food label a government requirement, 
which may come as a surprise to some members of the public, myself included, as it has been in 
operation and held in high regard for some twenty five years. It is funded by a licence fee paid by the 
food producer and the fees are based on a sliding scale of sales volume per annum. Whilst the fees 
paid are likely influential on the end price paid by the customer at point of sale, it is to be noted that 
the scheme exists to benefit the health of all Australians regardless of ethnicity or faith.  
 
Before they can be awarded the licence to display the “tick”, food producers are required to sign a 
legal agreement to abide by the Heart Foundation’s requirements including compliance with FSANZ 
codes,  nutrient testing by NATA approved laboratories (NATA being the authority responsible for 
the accreditation of laboratories, inspection bodies, calibration services, producers of certified 
reference materials and proficiency testing scheme providers throughout Australia) and random 
auditing by an independent global auditor (SAI). The Heart Foundation Tick program is governed by 
the Food Information Program Oversight Committee, which also develops the “tick” criteria. This is a 
volunteer group who report to the Heart Foundation National Board and includes food and nutrition 
scientists and technologists, as well as public health experts. No members of the Oversight 
Committee or Criteria Working Group have any conflicts of interest related to the food industry. The 
nutrient criteria are developed using a combination of scientific evidence, Heart Foundation position 
statements, key government policies, and food technology and food law considerations and based 
on World Health Organisation dietary advice. Aside from current criticism, which relates to low fat 
foods having high sugar content still being approved, it must be stated that again this is an example 
of a qualified, inherently trustworthy, transparent and accountable process for food labelling. 
 
Contrast this with halal certification schemes which are not transparent, the certifying bodies are 
people who have decided to set themselves up as a private business certifier without any particular 
qualifications, certifiers sprouting up everywhere are in competition with one another for business, 
apparently arbitrary fees are charged to the food producer for certification without, anecdotally, any 
common repeatable standards across the different certifiers or indeed, in some cases, no factory 
inspections. There, is as far as we know (and this is a process largely shrouded in mystery and non-
disclosure) no accountability to an over-arching association or government entity and back-
payments covering lapsed years of non-certification together with penalties have in some cases 
apparently been charged, all  at the whim of the certifier. Clear conflicts of interest therefore exist. 
 
The funding of these halal certifying bodies comes from the fees charged to the food producer, 
which inevitably comes out of company revenue which in turn is provided by the end user in the 
price paid at the retail outlet. The scheme is in place ostensibly to benefit the small percentage of 
the Australian population who comprise the Islamic faith, said to be currently 2% of the overall 
population base, however it is 98% funded unwittingly by the non-Islamic sector of the population. 
Unwittingly, because this is not a widely advertised or well-known food certification scheme and 
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whilst it has been operating to some extent at least since the 1970s/1980s, it is only recently that it 
has grown to be the multi-million turnover business it now is. Coupled with that, the halal 
certification scheme has recently been extended to cover pet food, women’s sanitary products 
(always a good earner of course, being an essential item for around 50% of the population), some 
toiletries, cosmetics, bottled water and the vehicles used to transport halal-slaughtered meat. What 
next – halal-certified fuel to power those vehicles?  
 
There has been no attempt to integrate these halal certification operations into part of the 
Australian food standards governance either by the certifiers or by the Australian government.  
 
Why?  
 
In my opinion the reason is that this process is part of Sharia law, not Australian law, and nobody will 
question it because Islam is a religion. And whilst criticism of and jokes about Christianity, especially 
Catholicism, Jehovah’s Witnesses, Mormons, the Church of Scientology, and various other belief 
systems are frequently heard and seen in print and cartoons, Islam is largely left unremarked in the 
public sphere; it is a taboo subject. We have seen what happens when Islam is criticised even 
constructively – leading European politicians such as Geert Wilders and apostates such as Ayaan 
Hirsi Ali are under 24 hour police protection with a fatwa on their heads. And when Islam is mocked 
or lampooned in cartoons, Muslims flock to the streets in protest demanding that heads roll – and 
indeed they do: Theo van Gogh in the Netherlands, twelve staff at Charlie Hebdo in Paris and Kurt 
Westegaard in Denmark who now lives under police protection following an attempt on his life. Try 
writing to the Prime Minister about concerns around the halal certification scheme – I did – it got me 
nowhere. The government, up to now, would not look at it, lest the religion of the perpetually 
offended be upset. 
 
Islam is so much more than a religion. It is also a prescribed way of life governed by its own law, 
Sharia law, which lays down procedures and methods for almost every aspect of daily life for 
adherents of this faith. It is an ideology. It is diametrically opposed to democracy and the democratic 
process. Taken to its most extreme form it is a theocracy.  Halal certification is an example of a 
parallel legal system, Sharia law, operating within Australia. There are other examples relating to the 
governance of marital and inheritance matters that are decided by private Sharia courts within the 
so-called “Islamic community” and Sharia finance by Australia’s own “big four” banks which fall 
outside of the scope of this submission. However, knowledge of the existence of these processes 
helps to put this matter into some context, in turn helping us to understand what is happening right 
here in Australia outside of government control. A parallel legal system is in operation, in direct 
contravention of our Constitution.  
 
Why is the Australian government not doing something about this?  
 
 
2. Current labelling requirements of food certification schemes  
and 
3. the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees 
 
Whilst they do not form part of a certification scheme, there are a couple of aspects of food labelling 
governed by FSANZ about which I have a concern. The requirements around the labelling of 
genetically-modified and gamma irradiated food are very limited. At present only food products 
directly produced by genetic modification are required to be labelled whereas foods containing 
some GM component or including for example, oil derived from genetically modified food is not 
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required to have those components labelled. It is my belief that for consumer choice, any GM 
ingredient or GM-derived ingredient should be declared on the product label. 
 
In relation to gamma irradiated food, it is permissible to label food so treated as having been treated 
with ionising radiation. This is deceptive. Further, some products which are treated in bulk and then 
repackaged in smaller quantities, for example herbs, are not required to have their packaging 
labelled. Irradiated imported fruit sold loose is supposed to have a sign nearby the display area 
declaring its irradiated status. I have never seen such a sign in any fruit shop. This is simply not 
adhered to and not policed. Imported dog food that has been irradiated to satisfy quarantine 
requirements is not required to have it stipulated that it has been gamma irradiated and what the 
feeding of this product will do, even accidentally, to cats, namely, cause irreversible neurological 
damage and paralysis. The labelling is only required to state “Must not be fed to cats” without saying 
why. Most people are ambivalent about the fact that their cat might opportunistically graze from the 
dog’s bowl, thinking it does no harm even though they know not to deliberately feed their cat dog 
food. The harm needs to be spelled out. My cat was permanently paralysed as a result of eating 
gamma irradiated food in 2008, one of over one hundred cats neurologically affected. She died 
following a series of seizures last year. The food was not labelled as irradiated.  As a result the 
gamma irradiation of cat food is no longer carried out, thanks in large part to efforts by me along 
with other owners, veterinarians and the RSPCA to lobby the then Minister of Agriculture and 
Australian Quarantine to have the process banned.  
 
Why does it always take so much effort to get the right thing done? Why has it taken so long to get 
this Senate Enquiry under way?  
 
Whilst this enquiry is for the most part related to food intended for human consumption I felt it was 
necessary to refer back to this. After all, we are seeing cat food labelled as Halal certified, 
presumably for cats following the Islamic faith, even though all food for humans that has been halal 
certified is not labelled, therefore humans following the Islamic faith cannot be assured of its 
suitability. Indeed, Sikhs, and deeply faithful Christians who are forbidden to eat food that is Halal 
certified, cannot be assured of its non-suitability for them either. Is this not discriminatory? Since 
critics of Islam tend to attract the “racist” label, and in fact there is now a move afoot (by Muslims of 
course) to have criticism of a religion classed as racism under racial discrimination laws, could it not 
soon be the case that Sikhs and Christians will be able to claim racial discrimination as a result of 
this? In fact, since 98% of the population are being kept in the dark with so many halal-certified 
foods not being labelled, perhaps all non-Islamics will soon be able to claim racial discrimination. It 
will be interesting to see how the government deals with this if the move to have religion reclassified 
as a race does eventuate. By prohibiting Sikhs, Christians and other religious objectors to halal-food-
free exercise of their religion in the matter of food choices, the government is already in 
contravention of Section 116 of the Australian Constitution. 
 
4. Whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make 
informed purchasing decisions 
If the purpose of food labelling is to provide the consumer with information and certainty, this 
failure to label all halal certified foods makes the whole scheme pointless. This failure to 
appropriately label all halal-certified foods benefits no-one except the food producers and the halal 
certification businesses. One cheese company is currently hiding the halal logo inside the pack and 
some confectionery items have the halal logo along the heat seal. You don’t know until you get it 
home and open it. Mindful of the growing public backlash and loss of sales through customer 
boycotts, some halal-certified companies that formerly displayed the logo have dispensed with it 
altogether and some other companies that took out the certification some time ago have now 
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abandoned it, perhaps realising that their product was inherently halal anyway and did not require 
any certification.  
 
The backlash from a growing number of the 98% of non-Islamic people is due to the fact that they:  
 

 are not given a religious or ethical choice as to whether they consume halal certified food 
because it is not always labelled and labelling is not consistent across all certifiers 

 have concerns about where their money ends up  

 have an abhorrence of ritual animal slaughter which they deem to be i) cruel and see it as 
consequently lowering Australia’s animal welfare standards and ii) involves a sacrificial ritual 
to a deity to which they have no allegiance  

 resent veiled accusations by supermarkets and food manufacturers that they are bigoted or 
racist for enquiring as to whether their food has been halal certified because it is not 
labelled 

 resent the fact that most abattoirs are employing Muslim only males and see this as 
discrimination and loss of jobs of non-Muslims 

 resent knowing each time they shop they are funding the building of mosques, madrassas 
and visits from imams from overseas whose message is not always that of a religion of peace 
and see the gradual spread of an ideology which is diametrically opposed to everything they 
have ever known Australia to stand for: freedom, democracy, equality of women under the 
law and the Westminster system of government and law. Perhaps they have read the 
declaration of Hizb ut Tahrir which intends to establish a caliphate in Australia. Perhaps they 
are mindful of the 2012 demonstration by some of the Islamic residents of Sydney where 
children were carrying signs saying “Behead those who insult the prophet”. Perhaps they 
resent being told it is “nothing to do with Islam” each time another terrorist atrocity 
instigated by Muslims occurs or is averted, be it here or overseas. This is not just a phobia of 
the misunderstood or unknown. This is a rational fear and revulsion and they know very well 
of what. 

 resent being called uneducated bogans, extremists, bigots, rednecks and racists by 
politicians, food manufacturers and a left-leaning media, when they are, for the large part, 
well-educated, articulate, worldly and well-informed about the true nature of this ideology 
masquerading as a religion and the real reason for the highly lucrative halal-certification 
scheme. It is nothing less than a rort with Mafia-style standover tactics, if some of the 
anecdotes of some of the food suppliers and transporters are to be believed. 

 
This is what is largely behind and powering movements like Reclaim Australia – people feel that 
Sharia law is being enacted by stealth and that “the Muslims are taking over”.  
 
Well, perhaps they are. 
 
Witness the report from the 2009 World Halal Forum Europe and I quote: 
 

“Overview  

HALAL INDUSTRY: BEYOND RELIGION AND BORDERS  
Things are looking good and rosy for the Halal products and services industry with the 
world‟s Halal market currently estimated at USD2.1 trillion (RM8.4 trillion) annually.  
Great growth potential is evident as Halal products and services are not only limited to 
Muslim consumers, but also are gaining high momentum and acceptance among the 
non-Muslim, as consumers normally perceive Halal products as having undergone 
stringent inspection and standard controls.  
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Currently, supply of Halal products and services are dominated by non-European 
countries, but huge gap remains between the existing trade level of Halal products and 
size of the market potential.  
 
For this reason, the Halal industry still has huge untapped potential for the European 
market.” 
 
“An industry” is what it is described as, by their own admission, beyond religion. Not a scheme to 
facilitate the religiosity of the followers of this faith, but an industry worth trillions. That was 2009. It 
is now six years on and they have ramped up their interest in Australia as well. Make no mistake, this 
is about money. To what end? 
 
6. The importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and returns to 
producers 
The argument often put forth about the need for halal certification is that it benefits Australia’s 
export market. Indeed, we are hearing anecdotes about threats of loss of export markets to food 
manufacturers if they do not adopt halal certification. This is reminiscent of a Mafia protection 
racket. However not all the halal certification businesses’ certificates are accepted by our export 
markets as some are considered non-compliant. Just one example, of the twenty two red meat halal 
certifiers, only six are accepted by Saudi Arabia. Further, whilst more than 70% of chicken processed 
in Australia is halal certified, less than 5% is exported, primarily to the prevailingly non-Muslim 
markets of South Africa, Hong Kong, Singapore, the South Pacific and the Philippines. Why are these 
chicken producers paying close to $40,000 a year to be halal-certified when the primary market is 
non-Muslims? Write to the Prime Minister or to a food manufacturer and they will come back with 
the response that it is in Australia’s interest, earning export dollars and using every effort, artfully 
phrased, to convince you that you are being unreasonable, uncaring about Australia’s exports, a 
bigot etc. The facts speak for themselves. These food producers are happy to declare the halal 
certification status to the rest of the world, comprising 5% of their market, yet conceal it from the 
other 95% at home because they know the degree of unpopularity of the halal certification process 
is growing in leaps and bounds and they do not want their domestic market to suffer. This is about 
money. 
 
5. Details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers and the 
potential for these to impact on prices for consumers 
and 
7. the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including, but 
not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any related matters. 
 
As stated previously, the details regarding certification fees for the Heart Foundation Tick and the 
way in which they are calculated is fairly straightforward and well-documented. There is only one 
certifying body, that being the Heart Foundation, and they are transparent about how they calculate 
fees.  
 
This is not the case with the halal certifying bodies, of which there are many in Australia. Run largely 
as separate, privately owned businesses, they are free to charge whatever their market will bear. 
There is very little, if any, documented formulae or details of actual charges or costs, though there is 
a fair amount of anecdotal evidence and deduction based on the annual reports of the Australian 
Federation of Islamic Councils and the Supreme Islamic Council of Halal Meat in Australia, both of 
whom are required to lodge annual reports with ASIC as part of their registered charity status. 
Incidentally, they are registered under the category of charities that advance religion, which might 
ring some alarm bells. According to their annual reports, their certification fees received far 
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exceeded those of their outgoings in halal certification expenses. With a combined revenue of 
$2.36m in 2014 and operating expenses of just over $1.3m, their donations to Islamic charities was a 
combined $518,000. And they only ever donate to Islamic charities. No matter that 98% of this 
amount was generated by food purchasers of a non-Islamic background.  
 
Far larger in revenue are the ICCV and the Halal Certification Authority, both privately owned 
businesses. The former has claimed to assist with the operating expenses of no less than eleven 
mosques. The latter, the Halal Certification Authority whose owner is one Mr Mohamed Elmouelhy, 
is far less open about his revenue, although he has been quite proud on national television of his 
wife’s shoe collection which he joked was financed by his business. Mr Elmouelhy seems to delight in 
rubbing the noses of non-Muslims in their dismay about the whole halal certification issue. He is an 
enthusiastic Facebook poster, stating that halal food is here to stay and the rest of us can eat it and 
like it or starve. He is currently suing the Q Society and Halal Choices, both critics of halal 
certification, and generally being obnoxiously smug and condescending to anyone who cares to post 
on his page complaining about this issue. No wonder people are angry and demanding this Senate 
Enquiry.  
 
There is a general consensus among Muslims that the fees generated by halal certification belong to 
the Muslim “community” rather than the entire Australian community and given that the fees are 
generated by the non-Muslim 98% of the Australian community, this seems unfair. Indeed it is of 
considerable concern that the adherents of this faith perpetually refer to themselves as the “Muslim 
community”, thus separating themselves from the rest of us, yet are more than happy to rort the 
rest of us through this questionable halal certification process and retain the entire proceeds for 
themselves. Of the greater concern is that our politicians, our police and the media also refer to 
adherents of the Islamic faith as “the Muslim community” as if they were some separate, 
unassimilated special case. And indeed that is exactly how they are viewed and treated and this is 
what also helps to fuel the rancour among many of the remaining 98% and has helped power the 
Reclaim Australia movement. So long as this notion of the separate “Muslim community” persists 
and they are referred to and treated as separate and provided with special privileges denied to the 
remaining 98%, like unregulated and unquestioned revenue-generating control of our food supply, 
the rancour will continue. It is no good having the authorities create, name and perpetuate this 
separatism and then blame the other party for being “anti” Islam.  
 
The last topic I wish to address in relation to halal certification revenue is that of the concern that 
some of these fees find their way overseas to terrorist organisations. It is well-documented that all 
Islamic businesses must pay an annual charitable donation known as zakat to further Islamic aims. 
One of the eight groups of recipients of zakat is armed jihadists. There are instances of other 
western countries that have discovered funds are being channelled overseas from Muslim charities 
to fund armed jihadists. One example: following the money trail in Canada led to evidence that zakat 
money had found its way overseas to fund armed jihad. This is an area that requires continued 
vigilance and examination by AUSTRAC and our intelligence services.  
 
We are currently under increased terrorism alert in Australia. We know, despite the mantra “it’s 
nothing to do with Islam”, that there are followers of this faith and ideology who wish us harm and 
would do us harm, if our Federal Police do not get to them first. We know that radicalisation of 
Muslim youth is a serious issue. We also know that this radicalisation is not limited to online social 
media, it happens when radical imams from overseas come here and preach in the mosques. There 
is ample online video evidence of this occurring in mosques around the western world. The “Muslim 
community” wants to use funds from halal certification to fund deradicalisation schemes. Not only 
are we being asked to fund our own takeover, we are being asked to fund the deradicalisation of 
those who would take us over, as if somehow it is all our own fault. This is ridiculous. They are 
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having a laugh at us. This has to stop. Let them fund their own halal certification and their own 
deradicalisation and let’s stop funding their mosques, madrassas and visiting imams. Now. 
 
With the world’s fuel supply so dependent on Saudi oil and the mosques, madrassas and our own 
universities enjoying Saudi largesse, together with the contributions made to these educational 
establishments directly from halal certification, there is good reason to give us pause. 
 
It was Henry Kissinger who stated in 1970: “control oil and you control nations, control the food and 
you control the people”. Of course he was talking in a different context but the fundamental 
reasoning is the same. 
 
Please think about it. 
 
Tania Cummings 
23 July 2015 
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Re religious certification on foods.

To whom it may concern,

My concerns on these issues are related to halal as a concept, it's certification, and widespread imposition.

I find it a total affront there is such a scheme as certifying a religious practise, allowed in Australia.

In its current form it is being touted as a required and essential component of Islamic Sharia religious 
doctrine, and as adjunct to this claim, an essential aspect of exporting said related products.

I would assert it is wholly and only a religious practice or ritual, and should only be applied to the 
proponents of this particular belief, be it Islam or Kosher based.

It is most definitely not being applied to only those of the faith, but has been widely blanketed across most 
major foods and even targeted the ingredient sectors down to miniscule chemistry, not to mention any 
product or material deemed a 'halal' opportunity, cat food and tampons standing out as totally absurd 
actually certified products.

I also assert the current practices and status of these schemes contravenes our religious discrimination 
laws. I find it totally offensive to be "included" without my consent, to participate in any form of religious 
dogma or ritual. To discover many of our mainstream producers and retailers have "included" everyone in 
this practice is I think a massive copout, and mistaken belief everyone will accept it as if it were a 'health 
tick' or similar.

What seems very evident is the system has been setup to gain the widest income stream, and to this end, 
sold as if everyone willingly utilises it. This is not the case, as I and many others refuse to participate in this 
in any way. It should have been implemented wholly as a user pays principle, with totally separate product 
lines, funded by and charged against the user who required the modified product, or certified use of said 
product. I will add here a view claimed by many, that certification costs little and is absorbed, to which I 
must say seems the most blatant of PR lies to date, the 'industry' claims many billions of dollars are being 
made, and no company is going forego the legitimate tax claims, or give away shareholders money.

With regard to the almost non existant labelling of most products certified, this seems a deliberate action to 
avoid proper scrutiny, as well as further contravention of our rights to be made fully aware of the religious 
ritual context inherent to this process, and again, breaching our laws. ( RD, Religious Discrimination (1/.) )

As further argument in relation to the deliberate obfuscation of this H.scheme, it has been widely reported 
all interactions have been hidden by non disclosure agreements as to costs and specifics of contracts. As 
this is a commercial situation, I ask as to why the majority of certification businesses are registered as tax 
exempt religious organisations, and what and why are the purposely hidden aspects and charges to what is 
supposed to be a clarifying, or educational concept, to wit, the means of allowing muslims the correct 
knowledge of choice in foods.

As there have also been many claims the funds from these schemes go to support terrorism. This is a 
contentious issue, and is largely difficult to prove. It is however a legitimate concern for many, and there 
have been cited proofs in funds finding their way to radical Islamic groups.



In light of these claims, I find it extraordinary no certification body has offered to open it's whole process to 
audit.

In this regard, I understand nearlly all funds are collected and distributed by and for islamic only use, again 
unauditable. This is a situation I refuse to accept in any way. I am not nor ever will be a muslim, my beliefs 
and views of this religion are such that I will never give a single cent in support of it for any reason(s). The 
current situation of blanketting most products with certification and costs, in a hidden manner, mean many 
people are being used as a financing model for Islam without being aware of it, this must surely be 
contravening our RD laws.

Second to this 'muslim only' aspect of certification, and the associated ritual slaughter methodology, it is 
another highly offensive practice whereby only muslims can decide, adjudge or carryout and works 
associated with it, because of the Religious context requirement. ( Again further evidence this is wholly a 
religious only requirement..)

This is not only a RD issue, but a workplace and beyond, discriminatory practice largely being ignored by our 
lawmakers and system. A further associated practice which has seemingly taken over the majority of our 
meat processors, has also been widely reported, that it has become almost impossible to access any meats 
that have not been killed in this islamic ritual, or any employment by non muslim personell.

Again this has been largely hidden, as no means of identifying either the halal meats, or indeed the rejected 
meats, which have still been 'blessed' to Islam, but rejected for whatever reasons they use as 'haram'. These 
meats are reported as being put straight into the mainstream product line, although still religiously 
slaughtered. This is a deceitful and totally unacceptable abuse of trust, and a most offensive attitude to non 
religious customers.

My personal view of this process is absolute disgust that our system has bypassed proper animal welfare 
laws and allowed this barbaric and religious discriminatory practice to even exist in our country. There is no 
justification in a modern world to appease any ritual that kills animals in such a manner, I will never 
knowingly buy any meat killed in this way. We deserve full knowledge that such methods are used, to allow 
correct choices in either ignoring this, or in refusing to support it.

I would contend that all H. certification processes in this country be either stopped totally, or legislated to 
be fully without costs of any kind, that if required, to be not only labelled as such, but clearly and 
prominently labelled on the front of all packages, with added warnings of it's religious nature.

In regard to the meat processing aspect, ALL meats from islamic or kosher based slaughter houses should by 
law be prominently labelled as such, no exceptions whatsoever, and said labelling prominent at all stages of 
handling, from slaughter to retail, we should have the right to choose whether to support this barbaric 
practice. A better preferred way of dealing with this is to legislate separate and user pays production lines in 
all Australian meat processsors, this would allow export requirements, and stop the discriminatory practice 
of pushing halal on everyone, just to suit a very small halal or kosher domestic requirement.

I am not against muslims adhering to their concept of halal, but it is highly offensive to be 'included' in the 
process without consent or knowledge it has been applied to products and or services. The concept of 



producers displaying halal or kosher "suitability" labels, without cost or any fees to any religious body is one 
worth considering, a caveat being there are no changes to the product specific to religious requirement. In 
this way both muslims and jews can be assured of product suitability, and no discriminatory fees are 
channeled into minority religious organisations.

Any changes to said products should be well advertised and labelled as such. There is for instance, a mock 
bacon product being surreptitiously used without declaring it's true nature, total deceit and needs to be 
fully labelled.

It is, or should be of interest to the committee, that certication schemes are only applied in affluent western 
countries, and that in Islamic law, certification or indeed halal is achievable by an islamic blessing. As such, 
no certification is actually required, it is in this light more to do with financing a minority religion under the 
guise of medieval religious health rituals.

In regard to the oft quoted 'need' for export, these claims are never made with any actual supporting 
evidence, merely claims designed to 'emote' the implied gains. When one does some basic math to some of 
the claims, they would contend Australia is actually feeding around 16-20% of the worlds population, 
dubious at least. There have been published export figures that completely disprove many claims of the 
'significant' income gains by halal certification, and as quoted earlier, the non disclosure agreements stop 
any real assessment of these claims.

A further observation is offered in response to an 'official' assertion forwarded by an expert Australian Halal 
authority. A claim was made about halal:

“There is one basic truth about halal food; it is overwhelmingly about products that Humanity (Muslims 
and non-Muslims) consumes everyday. Halal therefore is not peculiar to Muslims even if the term may make 
it seem to be.”

This utterly arrogant statement assumes an authority and acceptance of what is clearly a barefaced untruth.

Halal is a component of islamic sharia law, it has NO bearing on anyone outside of that faith, other than 
what is under scrutiny here, the certification of foods and the fees being charged against everyone, rather 
than those who demand it. This arrogance in assuming such acceptance needs to be completely addressed 
and censured.

Regards,

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

(1/.) Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and of Discrimination Based on 
Religion or Belief: Article 1

1. Everyone shall have the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion. ....

2. No one shall be subject to coercion which would impair his freedom to have a religion or belief
of his choice.

Article 2

1. No one shall be subject to discrimination by any State, institution, group of persons, or person
on the grounds of religion or other belief.
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Submission to the inquiry on third party certification of food.

Australia is a democracy with religious freedom.

But that doesn’t mean that religious individuals or groups have freedom to impose their religious 
preferences on other people.
This  stricture also applies to certification of food as in halal and kosher.

These certifications involve an extra cost for producers. This cost should be borne entirely by the 
religious organisation involved and its adherents,not by the general public. 
There must be no government subsidy for these practices. 
There should be clear and prominent labelling of religiously certified products so that purchasers 
can make an informed decision based on price and their own personal views.
As a general rule,religiously certified products should be confined to speciality shops. If the above 
measures are adopted then normal commercial strictures will encourage this move.

It should go without saying that any process involving religious certification must conform to public 
health standards and to humane treatment of livestock. 
In the latter case there have been serious questions raised in the past about halal.
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                         Senate Inquiry Submission.                22nd July 2015

This is a Submission to the Senate Inquiry into the Third party certification of food 
Certification. 

This submission is specifically concerned with:
1. The proliferation and legitimacy of Halal certification.
2. The associated licensing, labelling, costs, and impacts on Australian society. 

Submission summary: 
 As Australia is NOT a Muslim country we should not be changing our laws on food products 

or on animal slaughter for a religious reason.
 Halal Certification has no place in Australians Multi Culture Society as it divides our 

community on religious grounds. In other words it is Religious Discrimination
 These Halal Certifiers are claiming that everything is Haram unless THEY declare it to be Halal. This 

is reverse of what the Qur'an teaches. The Qur'an teaches everything is Halal except for four 
items.

 A true Muslim will tell you it is blasphemy to make profit from the word of the Qur’an.
 Halal Certification is an expensive and recurring cost to Australian businesses and consumers.
 Halal Certification is claimed to be a religious requirement for the benefit of Australian 

Muslims who only comprise 2.2% of the Australian population at the last census. (ABS 2011)
 Halal Certification does not consider the beliefs of the other 97.8% of the Australian Citizens. 

We, the Australian Citizen are offended by halal certification, nor do we want to pay money to an 
ideology that is so different to our way of life and our Constitution.

 Consuming Halal Certified goods under the certification scheme is in our view is a confirmation 
of submission to the compliance and acceptance of Sharia Law. 

  In Our view it is a breach of the Australian Constitution and a failure of the Australian 
Government to protect Section 116 . The Commonwealth shall not make any law for 
establishing any religion, or for imposing any religious observance! Department of Agriculture 
has already violated Section 116  of the Australian Constitution with the Australian 
Government Authorised Halal Program.

 International Muslim researchers and scholars and Imams have declared that Halal 
certification is unnecessary and unlawful because the Halal certifiers are making their own laws 
above those of Allah’s. This is called ‘Bid'ah’ (unlawful) 

 It really is quite a simple issue for the Government to solve just, Govern for the Majority not the 
minority.

 In comparison, there are many other religions in our multicultural society that do not force their beliefs 
upon the Australian citizen. In fact Halal certification is anathema to many citizens, whether they be 
Christians, Jews, Buddhists or Atheists. Hindus and Sikhs are strictly forbidden from eating Kutha 
meats (meats slaughtered in the Muslim way). Ref: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kutha_meat

Preamble
My Submission to the Inquiry is on Halal Certification as it has been forced upon the Australian Community 
by the religious beliefs of some of the Islamic Community, when in fact that there is no need for it. The fact is 
that Halal Certification is not supported in the Qur'an or in Shari'a Law. 
Australian Bureau of Statistics for 2011 show that 2.2% of Australian Citizens are Islamic And the other 
97.8% of Australian Citizens do not require Halal Certification. 
In that 2.2% of Australian Citizens who are Islamic scholars who understand the requirements of the Qur'an do 
not need it also. 

(1)   Australian Politicians and Citizens in general do not understand Islam and what Muslims are, and believe. 
This is the reason that we now are faced with this Halal Certification Problem and the many other problems 
that go along with not understanding. To be a Muslim is to believe and accept that Mohammed was a perfect 
Human Being and that the Qur'an is Allah's holy book and is to be obeyed at all cost. The Australian Citizen 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kutha_meat
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and a few Politicians are starting to wake up to the fact that Halal Certification is not supported in the Qur'an 
or in Shari'a Law. 

Halal Certification has no part in Australian Culture. It is divisive between the Australian Citizen and the 
Australian Muslim.  It is also divisive between the Australian Muslims from those who know and believe that 
the Qur'an is Allah's word and should not be added upon and those Muslims who do not know. 
Why is Halal Certification prevalent here in Australia? One reason is that Islamic religious zealots and 
theological ideologies are deliberately promoting confusion about halal to sow discord and resentment and to 
make a lot of money out of it.
 
 
Terms of Reference 1  The extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia 
including, but not limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified 
food and general food safety certification schemes.

The extent of food certification schemes and certifiers is shown by the number of Halal Certifiers and 
the numbering on their Halal Certificates. The Halal Certification on the Scholle Industries No. is 
SC1080914 ( shown on Page 6 ). Halal certification is no longer about what’s permissible for Muslims, but is 
now about branding and stamping by Islamic certifiers for the Financial benefit of the Halal Certifiers. Proof 
of this we have shown in our Terms of Reference 5 section.
   
 I support the freedom of religious groups to access food and other products that meet with the requirements of 
their faith, But I are also very concerned about the massive growth of so called the Shari'a Law compliant 
products ( halal Certified ) being sold to all Australians, whatever their faith, often without being informed or 
consulted. This started with Meat Products and has now spread to nearly all Food Producing Manufacturing 
Companies. Even Plastic Packaging, Food transport companies, Pharmaceutical's Companies and Oil base 
Products.
       
I have to do a massive amount of research to find out what is halal certified and what is not. I have had to 
change my diet substantially to match my findings as I will not support these companies by buying their 
products.

Terms of Reference 2   Current Labelling requirements of food certification schemes.

Current labelling is not sufficient as many Australians Citizens now believe that by buying Halal certified 
products they are supporting the religious beliefs of a small minority. If the Australian Citizen wish to avoid 
such products they must scrutinise the label of everything they purchase, which is frustrating and time-
consuming. Worse still it seems that some companies deliberately omit evidence of their participation in Halal 
certification so as to not offend non-Muslims who are the minority of their customers.   

I enjoy good clean tucker that’s already strictly regulated by our Australian Food Standards Codes 
under Australian law - the Legislative Instruments Act of 2003. We do not need a another set of Food 
Standards imposed on us by these  Islamic scammers that over rides our food standard laws and lets them 
make money from all Australians. This is the thin edge of the implication of Shari'a Law in Australia because 
it is over riding Australian Law.

I will not to pay for halal products when a proportion of my money is being scammed from us and will go to 
an Islamic moneyman for Halal certification. It offends us that some Australian Food processors  pay for Halal 
Certification but do not display any Certification Emblems on their Packaging. Is this to hide this fact from 
non-Muslims who are trying to avoid buying Halal Certified Products? This is deceit and disgraceful.
        
Australia, however, still has no regulation of the halal certification ‘industry’. Unqualified Muslims are 
allowed to proliferate and prosper at the expense of mostly non-Islamic consumers. And the government 
appoints not one of them! Halal certification in Australia is entirely unregulated and runs rampant through our 
consumer markets. In Australia it is now believed that over 500 companies are now paying insidious halal 
certification fees. The Australian website a good resource for revealing companies and brands in the domestic 
market that are Halal certified is: http://www.halalchoices.com.au/ 

http://www.halalchoices.com.au/
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Terms of Reference 3   The need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay 
certification fees.

There is a fundamentalist halal Trojan horse in our midst, and we must take corrective action. I believe that it 
is high time that our Government  got rid of this Trojan Horse. If the government decides not to get rid of this 
Trojan Horse then at least:.

Make it mandatory that all Halal certified products be clearly and prominently labelled so as to give 
consumers a choice of whether to buy the product or not.

As Australians we want to see full transparency when we go to the supermarket. We want to know the true 
provenance of the food we buy, and it’s essential that businesses start labelling food better and more 
accurately. 
These Companies now complying to Islams Shari'a Law which they do not understand. The Qura'n does not 
require ( Halal Certification ) and our Australian Food Laws are sufficient protection. This places the Islamic 
Halal Certifiers above our Australian Food Laws because they have added to our Australian Food Laws.

I will not to pay for halal products when a proportion of my money is being scammed from us and will go to 
an Islamic moneyman for Halal certification. It offends us that some Australian Food processors  pay for Halal 
Certification but do not display any Certification Emblems on their Packaging. Is this to hide this fact from 
non-Muslims who are trying to avoid buying Halal Certified Products? This is deceit and disgraceful.    
Australia’s halal certifiers are growing like weeds through our economy, reaping billions at the cost of the 
consumer and taxpayer, certifying anything and everything that moves, or doesn’t move. 

Terms of Reference 4   Whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian 
consumers.

There is very little information available to the Australian Consumer and what little is available is 
usually requires a lot of searching on the Internet and for those who do not have the Internet find out 
even less. One has to spend a lot time and searching for products that are not halal certified on the 
internet before going to the supermarket shelves to find food suitably for our requirements.

 One only has to talk to the Australia Consumer to receive a reply." I have no idea what you are 
taking about", "too far over my head" and the best of all, "I believe that the government will look 
after me and would not let it happen."

Terms of Reference 5  Details regarding certification fees paid by food processors and/or 
manufactures, and for the potential for these to impact on prices to consumers

(1)   The cost of Halal Certification is a such a big expense for food processors that it inevitably adds to their 
production costs. An Australian High Court decision which clearly shows the cost of Halal Certification 
to Business, Food Processors and Suppliers 

(2)   The Number of Times a product requires Halal Certification
        The Australian High Court decision in the case FCA 614 Fedcourt  Federal Court of Australia , File No. 

NSD 1822 of 2013 and File number NSD 2107 of 2013. Both these court cases were heard together at the 
same time. The judgement handed down by Judge:  J. PERRAM on 13th June 2014 clearly shows in part 
the number of times that the food has to be declared halal under the Halal Certification Scheme as it 
moves through the production chain from farm to consumer. The products was initially purchased from 
Steggles the Chicken Processor which was certified halal by the Australian Federation of Islamic 
Councils. Further products were purchased from YCC Poultry which was by certified by Halal 
Certification Authority Pty Limited from which Quality Kebabs the Wholesaler obtained its poultry from. 
This also requires Halal Certification which Quality Kebabs did not have. The Kebab shop owners the 
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Sofra Pizza Pide & Kebab House had become a customer of Quality Kebabs also required Halal 
Certification, which it also did not have, before they can sell it to the public as a halal food. 
 
In other words each time the product changes hands it requires Halal Certification and a fee to be paid to 
the Halal Certifier. This must add sufficiently to the cost of our food production and enrich the Halal 
Certifiers further. there are also regulations on how these products are transported, which also adds to the 
cost

(3)   The High Cost of Halal Certification 
An example of these cost were brought out in the above High Court Case.
This also highlights the giant pyramid style scheme that Halal Certification is in this country.
These High Court Documents show that had these two small kebab retail outlets paid for the halal 
certification it would have cost them $5000.00 each per year. This goes go up every year, 
see below. Quite an overhead for a small business.
Quality Kebabs the supplier to the above two kebab retailers claimed that he had Halal Certification,

 Mr. El-Mouelhy's of The Halal Certification Authority Pty Limited documentary evidence was his fee 
( without GST ) to the Wholesales was $27,090 in 2012, $33,580 in 2013 and $34,510 in 2014.
What the court documents don't address is the fact that Quality Kebabs would have to get their 
supplies from a halal certified supplier.  If you look at the Internet you will find that some meat works
are paying $27,000 Per Month for Halal Certification. You cannot tell me that these companies 
absorb these massive cost, it is a large overhead and would be added to their cost which then passed
 on to you the consumer.

(4)   Summing up of these costs
The Chicken Processor needs Halal Certification ( Costs Not Known ) The Chicken Wholesaler needs 
Halal Certification ( $34,510 per year ) and the Retailer also needs Halal Certification ( $5000 per year ) 
before the product can be sold as Halal Certified.  The Transport Company ? Chicken Grower, Chicken  
Food Supplier?

You will find this Court Judgement At: FCA 614 Fedcourt  Federal Court of Australia
http://www.judgments.fedcourt.gov.au/judgments/Judgments/fca/single/2014/2014fca0614

(5)   Recently we read the following article about a South Australian Dairy Company that pulled its 
Halal Certification.

Updated 9 Nov 2014, 3:30pm
Fleurieu Milk and Yoghurt Company loses $50,000 contract to supply Emirates Airlines with 
yoghurt

       Nick Hutchinson, Sales and marketing manager for Fleurieu Milk and Yoghurt Company
The company began about eight years ago, and about two years ago was presented with the 
opportunity to begin supplying Emirates with yoghurt.
But in order to secure the contract the company had to pay a $1,000 fee to become Halal 
certified.
Is this not bribery or extortion or both? Why was not Emirates and the Halal Certifier 
charge for breaking Australian  Law

(6)   Plastic Products also need Halal Certification
On top of this you will find that the Transport Company also needs Halal Certification to carry the 

       Halal Certified food, The Plastic Packeting Company ( made from Oil ) and so its goes on.

A South Australian company is paying one of many competing Islamic Halal Certification “services” 
(AFIC) an undisclosed monthly fee for its seal of approval. But Scholle Industries Pty Ltd, based in 
Elizabeth, is a  manufacturer of plastic packaging (plastic is derived from oil) 
Farcical Halal certification is being exposed as nothing more than an extortion racket adding to the cost of 
almost every type of purchase and governments are failing to act to protect Australians and our 
Constitution from this Islamic curse on our retail trade for fear of an Islamic electoral backlash. Halal 

http://www.judgments.fedcourt.gov.au/judgments/Judgments/fca/single/2014/2014fca0614
http://www.judgments.fedcourt.gov.au/judgments/Judgments/fca/single/2014/2014fca0614
http://www.judgments.fedcourt.gov.au/judgments/Judgments/fca/single/2014/2014fca0614
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certification is no longer about what’s permissible for Muslims, but is now about branding and stamping 
by Islamic certifiers for the financial benefit of the certifiers.

An Australian developer and manufacturer of sustainable plastics and packaging has received Halal 
certification for a new range of resins.
Cardia Bioplastics has derived its range of Biohybrid resins from renewable products, which now have 
formal acknowledgement of compliance with Islamic laws surrounding safety and quality.
Cardia Managing Director Dr Frank Glatz said the certification, announced today on the Australian Stock 
Exchange (ASX), is a “commercial milestone” for the company.

Terms of Reference 6   The importance of food certification schemes in relation to the export 
market access and returns to producers.

Let Those who want Halal Certification Pay for they want and do not force their requirements and 
cost on others who do not require these expensive certification certificates. This is very 
UnAustralian. This should also apply to any other types of certificates that adds cost to food chain.    
We object to the use of Muslim-only slaughtermen & Meat Inspectors because this is Discrimination in the 
Australian workforce. In my view it is a breach of the Australian Constitution and a failure of the 
Australian Government to protect Section 116 . The Commonwealth shall not make any law for 
establishing any religion , or for imposing any religious observance!.

    
       Here is Proof that Halal Certification is imposing religious Observance on all Australians and in 

breach of the Australian Constitution. under section 116

Australia was the first non-Muslim country to place Halal certification under legislation and, according to the 
Australian Halal Food Directory, there are currently four recognised certifying bodies in Australia for Halal 
food.

Department of Agriculture.gov.au  Meat Notice 2009/08: Australian Government Authorised 
Halal Program - guidelines for the preparation, identification, storage and certification for export 
of halal red meat and red meat products.
Last notice on this issue: 2004/07
Date of Effect:  01 June 2009
Date of Expiry: Until further notice  section 5.2 of the above meat notice  
Only authorised Muslim slaughtermen can perform the halal slaughtering procedure for halal 
products. It is the competent Islamic slaughtermanâ responsibility for identifying halal or non-
halal carcasses in accordance with the procedures that are approved within the arrangement.
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The following are extracts from:
THE ISLAMIC COUNCIL OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA (ICWA). ICWA – HALAL GUIDELINES. INTRODUCTION

RULES FOR MUSLIM SLAUGHTERMEN REGISTRATION:

All new applicants for registration must be practising Muslims (such as observing five daily prayers, Friday 
prayer once a week, and avoiding the haram or forbidden things), reputable persons of good character, 
allowed to work in Australia, financial members of an Islamic Society and known to at least two prominent 
Australian Muslims who are prepared to write a reference about them. All Halal Slaughtermen will register 
with ICWA annually and obtain an Identity Card (I.D.) before they can Halal Slaughter.
Payment of prescribed registration fee.
Carry I.D. at all times while doing Halal Slaughter.
 Registration as ICWA slaughtermen depends on approval of the person concerned by the ICWA Halal 
Committee.  The actual registration as ICWA slaughtermen is done by the AUS-MEAT.  This registration 
depends entirely on the approval stroke recognition of the persons concerned by the ICWA.  Since it is 
ICWA approval which is sought, ICWA reserves the right to refuse approval of an application.
The abattoirs or factory must be under the close and constant supervision of a religious organisation, 
namely ICWA.
The premises, machinery and equipment must be classed according to Islamic Shariah (law) before 
any production takes place.

http://www.agriculture.gov.au/export/food/meat/elmer-3/notices/2009/mn09-08

Terms of Reference 7   The extent and adequacy of information available to the public about 
certifiers, but not limited to, certification processes, fees, financial records; and related matters.
Any related matters. 
 Current information about certifiers is quite inadequate. What qualifications are required to 
certify products as organic or halal? In relation to halal, it appears that a number of certifiers 
are self-appointed.

In the Q'ran (Koran) Mohammed, when speaking about Halal in food, ( In general every food is 
considered lawful in Islam unless it is specially prohibited by the Qur’an )

only mentioned meat and intoxicating beverages, not all these other food products etc that the 'certifiers are 
charging fees for. Charging Halal certifying fees is a modern scam only in existence since the 1960's, but 
didn't really take off until the 1980's when certain Muslim groups realised what huge profits can be made. 
Muslims for 1400 years have known what is Halal and what is not and don't need labelling to tell them what 
they can eat. If in doubt, a Muslim only has to say over the food, “Bismillah” (in the name of God) and then 
three times “Allahu akbar” (God is greatest) to make the food Halal.
 According to an article written by GEOFF CHAMBERS, NEIL KEENE & JOE HILDEBRAND  in THE 
DAILY TELEGRAPH  JUNE 02, 2015 12:00AM

 Halal certifiers listed as charities and claiming tax breaks
             Financial statements reveal organisations make large profits

The Supreme Islamic Council of Halal Meat in Australia (SICHMA), which has a partnership with Coles, and 
Australian Federation of Islamic Council (AFIC) each collect close to $1 million per year from halal 
operations. As listed charities, both are eligible to receive GST concessions, income tax exemptions and the 
FBT rebate. SICHMA received more than $1.5 million last year from certification income and halal audits, 
adding to assets worth more than $1.5 million.

Extra Notes:
Halal food was lawfully mandated for Muslims for good health between the 7th and 10th Century when Islam 
was founded. There were no refrigerators, preservatives or health department regulations or inspectors. Halal 
was a guide to food cleanliness.
Being Muslim is a way of life from worship, Shari'a law, holy war  ( jihad ), to politics and eating. It’s an 
holistic ideology. Eating is simply a part of this faith. 
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Although eating halal foods is the pursuit of Muslims, certification fees are not part of Islamic teachings in 
the Qur'an. Many Muslims say their religion has been exploited to make profits for greedy individuals. They 
have a deep distrust of certifiers’ motives. Halal certification has more in common with money and marketing 
and less to do with Islamic purity. 

Mr Stephen Kelly, an executive of the Japanese-owned Nippon Meat Packers in Queensland, said last year that 
MUI had already banned his abattoirs from selling meat to Indonesia because he had procured his 
“certification” from one of MUI’s Australian opposition certifiers, AHFS If this government was able to get 
rid of the carbon tax, Halal, Kosher and the “tick” taxes should be a piece of  cake.

If the above is the only requirements in the Quran then the question arises; why do our Food Processing 
companies need Halal Certification at all and why has our Government done nothing about the Halal 
Certification Scheme? Why does the Australian Consumer have to continue paying the cost?

This is not be an issue of being “anti-islamic”. This is an issue about “what is happening to our country that we 
have to be making such changes to our everyday needs for another ideology.

Final Summary
      
What we require our Government to do about this: 

 
(a)  Make laws to protect the 98% of Australians Consumer from this Halal Certification scam and the   

cost being on the Australian Citizen who is offended by halal certification, nor do we want to pay 
money to an ideology that is so different to our way of life and our Constitution.

(b)  The User Pay Principal: Make laws that those who want their food Halal Certified pay for it. 
(c)  Only make it legal for the Export Market and then only to those countries that require it and that they   

pay for it.
(d) Get rid of the discrimination in the workforce ( Muslim only Slaughter Men ) and restore the breach 

in Australian Constitution Section 116 The Commonwealth shall not make any law for 
establishing any religion , or for imposing any religious observance!

(e) We already have an Australian Food Standards Codes under Australian law - the Legislative 
Instruments Act of 2003. We do not need a another set of Food Standards imposed on us by these  
Islamic scammers that over rides our food standard laws. Make sure that these codes are the only 
standard.

(f) We recommend that if the above is not carried out then make it be mandatory that all Halal certified 
products be clearly and prominently labelled so as to give consumers a choice whether to buy or not.

(g) CONCLUSION It is unconstitutional and immoral to force me to unwillingly fund religion that 
opposes The Australian way of life and The Australian Constitution.

(h) This certification is an  illegal extortion racket. When purchasing food from the supermarket you have 
no option but to pay the Halal (religious ) tax.

Since the scam has been exposed, Aussie shoppers are refusing to buy product with the Halal certified label. 
but the payments and the threats remain.
 
Warning

To accept Halal certification in Australia is to accept a hostile system of government
(Islam and Shar'ia law) because Halal Certification is just one aspect of the Islamic political agenda. 

Islam is a total immersion legal, political, economic, social, and military system of government wrapped 
in a thin skin of religion.

It is my hope that this Inquiry is fair and impartial.

The Australian Citizen will be waiting anxiously for the outcome of this Inquiry.

Thank you
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Senate Standing Committee on Economics
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600

Dear Sir/Madam,

Re – Submission to Senate Enquiry into Food Certification Schemes

In accordance with the terms of reference, I would like to submit the following points and 
concerns for consideration by the Committee:

1. Labelling:

a. as a consumer, I believe that if a payment is made by a company to have a 
product certified, the product should be clearly labelled to indicate this 
certification; and

b. as a religious person, I believe that clear and obvious labelling of products 
included in religious certification schemes should be a legal requirement.  
Just as certain groups have the “right” to know what is or is not in certain 
products, I believe that other religious persuasions should have the right to 
know wether or not the products they are consuming have been 
blessed/slaughtered etc in the name of an ideology to which they do not 
adhere.

2. Disclosure :

a. as a consumer, I believe that any wide based certification scheme should be 
highly transparent and open to public accountability.  This should include, but 
not be limited to: 

 (1) The actual certification processes;

(2) Any religious “overtones” involved within, or resulting from, the 
process;

(3) Fees and financial records; and

(4) How the process is governed for compliance.



b. as a member of the public (and a religious person), I am concerned about the 
“wide base” yet unregulated nature of some religious certification schemes.  
Two possible options that could be considered are:

(1) A “User Pays” basis for “religiously” certified products.  It may be 
argued that this is “not economically practical” and if so:

(2) Government control in collecting fees for any “wide base”, religious
certification scheme which could then be distributed back to 
education and schools, both religious and non-religious in nature, 
based on “census percentages” with non-religious schools receiving 
the share related to persons do not indicate/wish to indicate a 
religious following.

For your consideration.
Thank You
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To whom it may concern,

Food is essential to life, all of us have to buy it at some point. For this reason I have always been of 
the opinion that the price of food should be kept as low as possible. I applauded the decision by the 
Australian Government not to impose the Goods and Services Tax on food, as did many Australians. 

I understand that some people are prepared to pay extra for food which is different in some way. 
Whether they require food with a “Heart Foundation” tick or vegetarian food free from animal 
products, I support their right to choice. 

When such people demand that others pay extra for their own dietary requirements however I really 
see red. Such actions amount to a hidden tax on consumers of food. Since the poor spend a 
disproportionate amount of their income, these unfortunates are hit hardest.

As food consumers we have a RIGHT to be informed. Currently, I am led to believe that an enormous 
number of food companies are paying big money for halal certification to shadowy Islamic groups. If 
they wish to do so then that is their business. They should however have an obligation to CLEARLY 
label their products as halal certified so that consumers can decide whether to buy them or not. 

This is particularly important in this case because the food is prepared according to the religious 
guidelines of one particular group. This group is a tiny minority and the majority of us are therefore 
inadvertently eating food which has been dedicated to someone else’s God. This is a form of 
religious desecration for many people. I am sure that many will be devastated by this practice. 

For these, and many other reasons, I demand that halal certified food be CLEARLY labelled as such 
and be sold separately where possible to prevent any confusion whatsoever.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter and I feel confident that you will do the right thing 
for all Australians.

Richard Harrison

Ph  

Mob
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Submission to the Parliamentary Inquiry: the Third party certification of food.

Submitted by James Doogue on 25th July 2015

Third party certification of foods and other goods has been around for many years. 

Examples include:
 Heart Foundation tick
 Organic certification
 Australian Wool Corporation
 Australian Made Labels
 Halal Certification
 Kosher Certification
 Wine Australia’s Label Integrity Program

These and other third party certification programs are in addition to compulsory Australian 
Standards requirements which are included on labels. Food manufacturers do not pay a fee 
to include compulsory notifications on their food labels, they do not pay a fee for 
inspections to ensure they comply. They are simply obliged to comply by law and if they are 
caught breaching the law then penalties will apply.

I make this point just to demonstrate that it is not necessary to individually certify products 
and producers if there is an enforcement regime in place.

As this inquiry is only about third party certification of food, I will limit my comments to 
food products only.

Third Party Certification should be for Consumer’s Benefit

The justification of third party certification has always been that it is of benefit to the 
consumer to allow them to make more informed purchase decisions. 

I understand that food product providers would be keen to ensure that their products 
would appeal to certain sections of the market who might otherwise not purchase a product 
if they couldn’t be assured it was ‘heart-smart’, kosher, or met certain quality standards.

I also understand that there is a cost involved in certifying products which should rightly be 
paid by the manufacturers who wish to sell their food items to selected market segments 
and of course this cost will be passed on to consumers.

Because the cost is passed on to consumers, and because the labelling is meant to be for 
the benefit of consumers, it is therefore important that these costs be kept to a minimum. 

Certification has become a money making venture for some

What has happened over the years is that for some third party organisations, the 
certification program has become a money making venture in itself where the fees charged 
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to the food producers is well in excess of the cost recovery of the certification process.

It has been allowed to become a money making venture for some organisations because the 
threat of non-certification would exclude a food producer from an important section of 
the domestic or export market. So rather than promoting the value of information to 
benefit consumers, some third party certifiers are using the value of potential lost markets 
of a determinant of their fees.

This is outright price gouging because the certification fees do not reflect the costs of 
certification. 

ACCC does not allow similar behaviour in other areas

In recent times the courts have found against financial institutions who were charging 
exorbitant fees for late payments, dishonoured cheques or penalty interest on certain 
credit. The same has happened with airlines and the fees which were being charged when 
credit cards were used. In general the courts and/or the ACCC consider it reasonable if the 
fees charged are a reflection of the costs incurred by the organisations (In those cases the 
financial institutions and the airlines). 

Cost recovery would be a reasonable basis to determine the fees for third party food 
certification. The ACCC should have the power to determine when organisations are 
profiteering from the certification process and order reimbursements, fines and 
determinations on fair fees.

Annual fees

I also understand that in some cases food certification fees are charged annually by some 
third party certification providers. There is no justification for an annual charge provided a 
food supplier is obliged to inform the food certifier of any change in ingredients or process, 
and are willing to submit to some form of random audit process. 

If a particular food product has already been certified as kosher, or halal or three heart ticks, 
unless the process or ingredients are changed, additional fees to an initial one-off 
certification fee, would simply be racketeering, and should be illegal.

Raising funds for other purposes

A third party’s wish to raise funds for the furtherance of their organisation’s specific goals 
whether they be religious, health or other objectives, should not be a consideration in 
setting certification fees. The general public who are in the end paying for the certification 
process should not be forced to fund whatever their organisation’s objectives are. They are 
already funding the labelling objective and that should be the extent of it.
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Competing Third Party Certifiers for the same certification

Food producers and retailers should not be forced to consider multiple third party 
certification organisations when the certification is very specific. For instance in the wine 
labelling area, it would be unworkable if wine producers had to deal with a number of 
certification providers. That is why the industry has created a peak body for the purpose.

Similarly, if certification is deemed necessary for if the Jewish Religion, Muslim Religion or 
indeed organic growers associations cannot agree on a single certification body, then a food 
manufacturer or supplier should not have to deal with multiple certifiers, or specific 
certifiers to gain access to certain markets. If a product is deemed organic in Western 
Australia, it should also be considered organic in Victoria or indeed in Malaysia or Japan. 

The Government needs to ensure that our food suppliers and manufacturers are not being 
made to pay for the same certification multiple times in different jurisdictions.

James W Doogue

Email: 
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25/07/2015	  
	  
I	  wish	  to	  make	  a	  submission	  regarding	  Third	  party	  certification	  of	  food.	  	  
	  
RE:	  Halal	  Certification	  tax	  
	  
I	  am	  opposed	  to	  this	  practice.	  
	  
Halal	  Certification	  is	  a	  tax	  that	  is	  imposed:	  

1. not	  by	  the	  Australian	  Government.	  In	  Australia,	  our	  Government	  
collects	  taxes	  –	  not	  religious-‐political	  organisations.	  

2. on	  food.	  In	  Australia,	  GST	  exemption	  applies	  to	  food.	  And	  yet	  a	  
religious-‐political	  organisation	  overrides	  that.	  

3. without	  accountability	  as	  to	  its	  use.	  It	  is	  internationally	  known	  that	  
terrorism,	  fundamentalist	  Islamic	  schools,	  and	  extremism	  have	  been	  
funded	  from	  Halal	  certification	  taxes.	  

	  
	  

	  
If	  exporters	  wish	  to	  market	  to	  those	  countries	  that	  demand	  this	  tax	  be	  imposed,	  
then	  that	  additional	  cost	  should	  be	  borne	  by	  the	  importing	  country,	  not	  
Australians.	  
	  
There	  are	  any	  number	  of	  other	  religiously	  observant	  groups	  that	  do	  not	  
countenance	  charging	  the	  rest	  of	  society	  for	  their	  food	  practices.	  They	  pay	  the	  
extra	  to	  have	  their	  food	  preferences.	  	  
	  

	  
	  
I	  object	  on	  religious	  grounds	  to	  Halal	  Certification	  
I	  do	  not	  wish	  to	  support	  the	  Islamic	  religion.	  This	  covert	  tax	  –	  undisclosed	  on	  
packaging	  -‐	  means	  that	  unwittingly	  I	  do.	  
	  
Clear	  labelling	  is	  essential	  

1. it	  indicates	  how	  animals	  are	  treated	  in	  the	  course	  of	  production.	  Animal	  
welfare	  is	  then	  clear.	  Halal	  slaughter	  is	  just	  that.	  I	  do	  not	  wish	  to	  pay	  
anyone	  a	  tax	  for	  that	  method	  of	  killing	  animals	  

2. it	  indicates	  which	  companies	  are	  paying	  this	  tax,	  and	  makes	  it	  easier	  to	  
avoid	  purchasing	  their	  products	  on	  religious/animal	  welfare	  grounds.	  

3. The	  best	  method	  for	  clear	  labelling	  is	  segregation	  of	  Halal	  certified	  
products.	  It	  is	  then	  clear	  to	  the	  purchaser	  how	  the	  animal	  was	  slaughtered	  
and	  that	  there	  is	  an	  illegal	  tax	  being	  charged.	  

	  
	  
R	  Barrett-‐Lennard	  
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To: Senate Committee

Ref: Food certification and labelling.

Dear Committee members.

t wish to raise the issue of food certification namely Halal certification.

The Federal Government did NOT impose GST on food items when the GST was introduced in Australia

by the Howard Government.

I would like to know why Halal certification has been allowed to be imposed on the same food items we

purchase in the supermarkets, How can individuals claiming to be halal certifiers be allowed to impose

th[s tax?

I am Christian and one of the majority in the country and am astounded that a small minority can

impose a tax on us and the Government allows this to happen.

We were not asked, or even told of this, by the Government. This tax has been imposed by stealth and

the Government has not taken action. This should be an election issue. lt has been kept very quiet, but

the people of Australia have a right to know the full details of the rort.

Halal tax should be controlled by the Government ONLY and the certifiers should be employees of the

Government. There should only be One Halal certifier and that must be the Government.

Halal tax should only be on food being exported to Muslim countries and those countries and their

people must pay for it. I and many others object to paying for food to be certified both for export and

sale in Australia. The food industry is being forced into paying this tax on the pretense of getting their

good sold in the local marketplace and overseas, The tactics used are no different to those of the Unions

getting more members by fear of losing jobs.

I believe lndonesia only has one Government halal certifier. We have all these individuals in Australia

who are getting rich at our expense. What happens to this money collected? Has anyone in the

Government actually tried to find out. Do these people declare the money earned and pay tax on it? lf

not, why not. What qualifications and rights do these people have to claim to be Halal certifiers??? ls it

just because they are Muslim???

How do we know for instance the funds are not reaching the lS overseas or being spent in some other

way against us???

Money earned from a halal tax must be put back into the tax coffers for ALL Australians benefit.

I object to the meat I and my family eat, being killed at Halal abattoirs. I do not have a choice in this style

of killing and it is my right, in a so called free, fair, equitable and Democratic society to have that choice.

The Halal way of killing animals is cruel and I am surprised it has not been picked up by the various

animal cruelty groups like PETA. They are very quick to raise the issue of animal cruelty overseas, but



seem to turn a blind eye to what goes on in Australia. The media also don't seem to want to report

anything to do with halal tax??

I have discussed this tax on food with fellow work mates from Egypt, Qatar and other Arab nations, and

they laugh and say we are being taken for a ride. They don't have these Halal taxes or requirements. So

why do we? Are we being taken for a ride, just because we don't object and say we won't accept a halal

tax on food???

We have to remember we were here long before the Muslim community. lf we tried to impose a tax on

something back in their countries, we would be shown the door.

We request the Government to stand up for it's people and reject this tax. ln fact they should reject any

taxes imposed on food by any nationality or religion. We have survived for some time without any

requirements from The Jewish, Buddists, Hindus etc. Why do we have to take it from the Muslims???

Please do the right thing and allow the majority in this country to eat non halal food.

Scrap the Halal tax and only let it apply to food for export. The Government needs to take control of this

serious unfair situation.

Look after your own before the minorities please.

2ath July 2015
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Submission for the inquiry into the third party certification of food

In recent times many Australians have become very concerned about where the money 
goes from the certification fees paid for halal certification of food.  Many Australians see 
halal certification as a defacto tax.  Somewhat like the GST on food, except instead of 
funding the Australian government, halal certification funds Islam and mosques around 
Australia.

A recent petition to ban halal certification fees amassed over twenty-one thousand 
signatures in the space of three months and contains news reports and other supporting 
evidence that the certification fees actually support terrorism, as there is a direct link 
between halal certification fees to the mosques to the terrorist groups.

The petition is available to view online here:  

https://www.change.org/p/the-hon-tony-abbott-mp-ban-halal-certification-fees

Halal fees go to Syria:

http://pickeringpost.com/story/shocking-evidence-shows-halal-fees-go-to-syria/4062

Children being radicalised in the Sydney suburb of Lakemba:

https://au.news.yahoo.com/nsw/a/25380378/six-year-old-soldier-for-khilafa-kids-
radicalised-in-shocking-video/ 

Terrorist groups posing as charities (and getting funding from the mosques – which get 
their money from halal certification fees)

http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2014-11-16/two-u-s-islamic-groups-called-terrorist-by-
u-a-e-.html 

http://pickeringpost.com/glance/exposed-world-s-largest-islamic-charity-a-front-for-
terrorism/4141 

Sydney business defunded for allegedly funding terrorism:

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2014-11-10/sydney-business-deregistered-for-allegedly-
funding-terrorism/5880576 

https://www.change.org/p/the-hon-tony-abbott-mp-ban-halal-certification-fees
http://pickeringpost.com/story/shocking-evidence-shows-halal-fees-go-to-syria/4062
https://au.news.yahoo.com/nsw/a/25380378/six-year-old-soldier-for-khilafa-kids-radicalised-in-shocking-video/
https://au.news.yahoo.com/nsw/a/25380378/six-year-old-soldier-for-khilafa-kids-radicalised-in-shocking-video/
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2014-11-16/two-u-s-islamic-groups-called-terrorist-by-u-a-e-.html
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2014-11-16/two-u-s-islamic-groups-called-terrorist-by-u-a-e-.html
http://pickeringpost.com/glance/exposed-world-s-largest-islamic-charity-a-front-for-terrorism/4141
http://pickeringpost.com/glance/exposed-world-s-largest-islamic-charity-a-front-for-terrorism/4141
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2014-11-10/sydney-business-deregistered-for-allegedly-funding-terrorism/5880576
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2014-11-10/sydney-business-deregistered-for-allegedly-funding-terrorism/5880576


Bosnian Grand Mufti, Mustafa Ceric urges all Muslims to conquer the world through the 
Halal certification movement.

http://morningmail.org/halal-doubt-remain/

At a recent meeting of the Islamic Global Halal Congress held in Pakistan, the Grand Mufti of 
Bosnia, Mustafa Ceric called upon all Muslims to, “Conquer the world through the Halal 
movement, as Halal means pure and hygienic and the non-Muslim world will have no 
choice but to accept it.”  He went on to say, “The Halal certification movement has the 
strength to lead Muslims to rule the global economy, as food and other services are the 
basic need of every human being”.

Given these reports and other evidence that halal fees support terrorism, the only 
appropriate action is for the Australian government to ban halal certification fees.  The time 
to act is now.

http://morningmail.org/halal-doubt-remain/
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Senate Standing Committees on Economics
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600

SUBMISSION: Third party certification of food

As a consumer, I have concerns regarding third party food (and non-food) certification in Australia. 

Disclosure

Consumers can only recognise if a product is certified by a third party if – 

 It is included on the label. In some cases this isn’t happening.
 By visiting the website of the product manufacturers to find out about third party certification. 

Unfortunately some manufacturers do not list third party certification on their websites.
 Telephone or email the manufacturers to ask for third party certification information. Unfortunately some 

manufacturers instruct their staff not to reveal this information.

Consumers have the right to have access to this information at the point of sale and third party certification labelling 
should be made mandatory.

Third party certification involving food attributes or characteristics (or lack thereof) - eg organic, grass fed, free 
range, GMO, Non-GMO, gluten free, etc.

 Third party certification of these products should be done through bodies which have been accredited by the 
Federal Department of Agriculture.

 Misleading information such as ‘Hormone Free Chicken’ should be banned.
 Mandatory annual auditing should be undertaken.

Third party certification of food (or non-food) products involving charitable and non-profit organisations – eg 
Heart Foundation Tick, etc.

 Third party certification by charitable and non-profit organisations should be done at no-cost or at cost. I 
strongly object to fundraising in this way, it is unethical.

 Mandatory annual auditing should be undertaken.

Third party certification of food (or non-food) products involving religion, eg Kosher, Halal, etc.

 Third party certification by religions should be done at no-cost or at cost. I strongly object to fundraising in 
this way, it is unethical.

 There should be one (1) only certification body, per religion, for third party religious certification in Australia. 
 Mandatory annual auditing should be undertaken.

It is my wish these regulations be implemented and enforced.

Sincerely

Lesley Keegan
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Senate Standing Committees on Economics 

PO Box 6100 

Parliament House 

Canberra ACT 2600 

25 July 2015 

 

Phone: +61 2 6277 3540 

Fax: +61 2 6277 5719 

Senate Inquiry into Food Certification including Islamic Halal 

Dear Senator(s) 

Please see my submission to the Economics References Committee for inquiry and report by 30 November 

2015: 

a. the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not limited to, schemes 

related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and general food safety certification 

schemes; 

It is unconscionable that we, the consumer, currently have almost NO informed option to buy or reject foods 

from suppliers that have been religiously defiled by various certifiers such as HALAL because of vague, 

hidden or missing CERTIFICATION information. It is equally objectionable that we should have to PAY for 

what we DO NOT want because of the lack of CLEAR labelling of Religious Certification especially HALAL 

CERTIFICATION. Manufacturers and suppliers MUST be forced by law to CLEARLY label any certification that 

has a religious bias or a hidden TAX that increases our purchase cost.  

 

b. current labelling requirements of food certification schemes; 

Current labelling as to contents, there calorific value, place of origin and manufacture is currently under 

examination and some reports have indicated an improvement on what already exists in the respect. 

 

c. the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees; 

Religious Certification should be displayed CLEARLY, which is NOT the case currently. Many find the lack of 

option to avoid foods offered to false gods and other idols OFFENSIVE and DEFILING. 

 

d. whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make informed 

purchasing decisions; 

NO, the current labelling does NOT by default give anywhere near enough information.  

When the contents, containers or packaging have a religious bias and certification the Certification should be 

CLEARLY displayed. Halal certification e.g is more often than not, hidden or missing and is an obvious 

attempt to deceive the consumer. 

 

e. details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and the potential for these 

to impact on prices for consumers; 

If there is a fee paid for certification of food, containers or packaging for religious purposes it should be 

CLEARLY stated on the label. It is objectionable and illegal that Certifiers are able to collect TAXES from the 

Australian people when only the Australian government has the right to do so. Even the Australian 

government exempts food from GST yet we pay a TAX to Halal Certifiers. It’s unbelievable that any 

government would allow this to occur. 

 

f. the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and returns to producers; 

CLEAR labelling of Certification would automatically take care of that issue. 

 



the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including, but not limited to, 

certification processes, fees and financial records; and any related matters.  

Religious Certification is NOT CLEARLY displayed. We, the consumer DO NOT have enough information and 

Certifications should be CLEARLY visible on the label. Some reference to the cost of the Certification and at 

what level of production should also be indicated. E.g. the cost of Certification at the manufacturer’s level is 

multiplied through the supply chain. We object strongly that such a TAX can be allowed without appropriate 

information to the consumer. 

Yours Sincerely, 
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SUBMISSION TO THE INQUIRY: THE THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATION OF FOOD 

25 July 2015 

 

 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

 

 

Australia’s multicultural policy expresses ‘the rights and responsibilities that are fundamental to living in 

Australia and supports the rights of all to celebrate, practise and maintain their cultural traditions within the 

law and free from discrimination’  
(Department of Social Services, https://www.dss.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/12_2013/people-of-australia-multicultural-policy-booklet.pdf, 7). 

 

1.0  WHAT AUSTRALIANS ARE ENTITLED TO 

Based on Australian’s multicultural policy, all Australians are entitled to: 

1. The choice to buy or not to buy food prepared in accordance with certain religious beliefs; and 

 

2. The right to freedom of religion and also the right to have no religion. 
(Adelaide Company of Jehovah’s Witnesses Inc v Commonwealth (1943) 67 CLR 116, Chief Justice Latham [paragraph 123]. 

 

 

1.0   CURRENT SITUATION IN AUSTRALIA 

What is currently occurring in Australia contradicts these rights. 

Australian consumers are being deceived when purchasing goods because there are many food products that 

have been certified as being prepared in accordance with certain religious beliefs that do not bear the Islamic 

‘Halal Logo’ or Jewish ‘Kosher logo’.  Consumers are not being given a choice to buy food that has not had its 

preparation influenced by certain religious beliefs. 

I have no objections to providing foods to citizens that request these foods, however what I am strongly opposed 

to is the following: 

1. Companies not labelling products which have been certified Halal or Kosher foods. 

Many companies are not labelling their food products which is deceitful.   For the same reasons that 

Islamic / Jewish people do not wish to purchase non Halal/Kosher foods, non-Islamic / non-Jewish people 

may not want to purchase foods that have been prepared and certified in accordance with the practices 

of a specific religion.  

 

What is also concerning, is that Halal certification is extending into many other food areas such as bottle 

tomatoes, vegemite, multivitamins and salt.  My understanding is that foods of this nature have always 

been acceptable to persons of all Islamic/ Jewish denominations and consequently there is absolutely 

no reason why certifications should be applied to these goods.   

 

2. A significant reduction in choice.  Specifically, a decline in available products that are not religiously 

certified. 

I am finding it increasingly difficult to find non Halal/Kosher alternatives for my everyday grocery items 

such as milk, cheese and meats.  The certification scheme has resulted in a significant erosion of a 

consumer’s freedom of choice on many everyday products. 

 



3. The large burden and cost to companies and ultimately consumers to obtain these certifications and 

regular inspections.   

It is evident that the third party certification is resulting in considerable cost and time to companies and 

potentially resulting in price increases to Australian consumers on food products.   In addition, 

companies are paying annual certification and inspection fees to obtain certification. 

An example of this is evident on the Blackmores website (see Appendix 1 attached) where they state: 

“As we have a large product range and use many ingredients from many different ingredient 

suppliers, seeking Halal certification on all products takes a considerable amount of resources 

and time.” 

 

4. Profiteering from money raised from annual certification fees and inspections. 

While it might be difficult to trace profits from certification, there is a perception amongst many that 

some of those profits are not being used for lawful purposes.  To alleviate any concerns of citizens and/or 

any perceptions that may or may not be correct, the Government can simply enforce reasonable labeling 

laws and provide citizens with a choice whether or not to buy the product. 

 

5. The cruel practice of halal slaughter without prior stunning that is currently occurring in some 

abattoirs in Australia.   

This is a practice that many Australian citizens do not wish to support and we should be provided with 

sufficient information on the relevant products to enable us to make that decision. 

 

 

2.0   MEASURES NEEDED TO RECTIFY CURRENT PROBLEM 

 

Given that all Australians are entitled to freedom of choice, the Government must intervene and reclaim 

Australia’s food industry so that it does not favour any specific religious groups. 

 

How the Government and the country can achieve this is by: 

1. Enforcing a labelling system that clearly reveals the presence of animal products or alcohol.   

The introduction of this system would eliminate the need for any 3rd party certification on food ie a 

similar labelling system is already present on drinks that contain alcohol and food that contains nuts.  

 

2. A government run certification scheme for any products that are exported that specifically require 

certification ie meats.   

All money raised through this scheme relating to exports should be returned to the Government and 

used to benefit all Australians and not just the Islamic/Jewish communities. 

Finally, a complete banning of animal slaughtering without the use of stunning should occur immediately.   This 

is not consistent with our Australian values and culture and it is disturbing that it is occurring and occurring 

without information available to consumers that may be acquiring the subject products. 

 

I strongly urge the Australian government to intervene and restore the Australian consumer with freedom of 

choice.  I hope that this enquiry brings about the changes that are needed in this country.   

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

  



 

APPENDIX 1APPENDIX 1APPENDIX 1APPENDIX 1        Source:  http://www.blackmores.com.au/everyday-health/halal-products, 16 July 2015. 

 

18 May 2015 

Blackmores 

Halal information 

Blackmores has an active program of obtaining Halal Certification for a 

number of our products. 

These products have been formally certified by Al-Iman as fulfilling the conditions required to be 

classified as Halal. 

For each of these products a certificate is held and these are renewed annually. A list of these 

products can be found below. This list will be continually updated as we include additional products. 

As we have a large product range and use many ingredients from many different ingredient suppliers, 

seeking Halal certification on all products takes a considerable amount of resources and time. Based 

on this not all products have yet to receive certification however Blackmores is committed to ensuring 

our products will meet the certification requirements where possible. 

We have a number of initiatives in place to ensure that our products can meet Halal requirements, this 

includes.  

• Halal certification of our primary manufacturing sites is in place. This 

certification means these suppliers have been approved for Halal 

manufacturing and ensures they have appropriate Halal procedures 

and contamination controls in place. 

• We ensure ingredients we select for our products are Halal certifiable. 

For example we only use bovine (cattle) gelatine, not porcine (pork) 

gelatine. This is entrenched in our ingredient selection policy. 



Blackmores also complies with the strict requirements of (Pharmaceutical Inspection Convention and 

Pharmaceutical Inspection Co-operation Scheme) standards of good manufacturing practice which 

supports the separation of product and ensures cross contamination controls are in place.  In turn, this 

controls the separation of Halal and non Halal products. 

If you would like any further information on Blackmore’s products please contact the Naturopathic 

Advisory Service on 1800 803 760 or email advice@blackmores.com.au 

The following Blackmores products are currently certified halal: 

- See more at: http://www.blackmores.com.au/everyday-health/halal-products#sthash.fNXA2c3a.dpuf 
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25 July 2015

Senate Standing Committees on Economics
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra  ACT  2600

Dear Committee Members

Re: Third Party Certification of Food

I have several concerns regarding third party certification of food.

1: Heart Foundation Tick of Approval.

The heart foundation tick of approval conveys to customers that the product is good for 
their heart. Yet McDonalds was awarded this “tick” for 9 products. 

Surely this must just be a money making venture of the heart foundation to sink this low.

2: Meaning of certain Certifications

Consumers are not aware of the certifications on some products. For example “Free 
Range” eggs. My view of what free range is that the chickens are free to roam around a 
farm and only come home to roost at night. This is not what the certification means. The 
certified free range eggs are not free range at all in my belief.

The producers are allowed to state what they like and get a way with it.

3: Animal Cruelty

In this I refer to the so called kosher and halal ritual slaughter of livestock.

Regardless that we are told that cows, goats and sheep are stunned before their necks are 
cut, they are still alive and suffer intolerable pain when they are slaughtered this way.
Chickens are not even stunned, they have their throats cut whilst still alive.

This whole process is barbaric and should not be allowed in the modern world.

I urge you to look at one of the many movies that show this cruel and barbaric act.

4: Religious  Certification of Food

I am not against religious certification of food, but I do believe that there should be choice.
If food is to be certified in this way then the product that is certified should be offered in a 
non certified state as well. Every religion has its own beliefs. We as a secular nation should 
allow all our citizens to practice their religion however they want. To have nearly all 
products certified as halal stops some sections of the community from exercising this right 
to freedom of religion. They are in some cases forced to eat halal certified food because 
that is all that is available. This seems bizarre to me when only about 2% of the Australian 
population is muslim.  What about the 98% who don’t want halal food. 



My mother, who was a devout christian, would be horrified if she thought that she had eaten 
food that was sacrificed to a false god. 

Muslim friends of mine have told me that the only food that is not halal is pork and alcohol.
To make food halal all that is required is that they bless it before they put it in their mouth.

Additionally if, for example, beef is cruelly slaughtered under the halal ritual and then stored 
anywhere near pork it is no longer halal. Given that all meats are in the same freezers and 
shelves at the super markets or butchers the cruelly slaughtered beef is no longer halal.

A best solution here is that religious certification is banned and consumers can do what 
they like with it after they purchase it.

5: Certification has descended into nonsense.

I saw a chicken product that was certified halal and certified as approved by the RSPCA as
not having any form of animal cruelty taking place. These two events are mutually 
exclusive. Any halal slaughter is cruel. In this case two bodies have charged a fee for 
certifying the product and the consumer has paid for it.

I find it extremely amusing that Vegemite is certified halal. Vegemite is made from a by 
product of beer production. Beer has alcohol in it. How can Vegemite be halal?

6: The cost of Certification

If food is to certified for any reason, the certifier should not be allowed to charge a fee.

Charging money leads to the type of nonsense I have stated in point 5.

Please take the above into consideration when looking at this issue. 

And remember what Gandhi said. “The greatness of a nation and its moral progress can be judged 
by the way its animals are treated.”  In Gandhi’s eyes we are doing poorly if we continue to allow 
the cruel ritual slaughter of our animals.

Yours faithfully

Gerard Bourke 
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Re: Senate Inquiry into Certification Schemes 

 

I am concerned at the number of foods that appear to be certified for a variety of different 

reasons and the lack of transparency thereof. There does not seem to be any central body 

controlling this certification process and therefore no standards are able to be readily 

identified i.e who is in charge of the decision making and what are the criteria required to 

arrive at the ultimate decision. This is a very important factor for me when making a choice 

of what foods to purchase for my family. 

 

The current labelling on products appears to be haphazard and desperately needs to be 

simplified as it is difficult to make an informed choice when all the facts are not readily 

available. I feel that it is essential for all products to be identified with appropriate signage 

in order for this choice to be made. 

 

I am also concerned by the fact that many companies and producers are paying a 

certification fee which is ultimately passed on to me as a consumer and it is therefore 

patently obvious that I must be paying more than I need. I am sure producers do not absorb 

this cost. This equates to another tax and as the GST does not apply to food I cannot 

understand why this is permitted. 

 

As far as I am aware only the Government is in fact able to impose taxes and I am puzzled 

that if indeed this extra tax is being collected (and in the case of Halal certification multiple 

certifiers appear able to be able to impose this tax) why is there no accessible information 

available and/or no accountability to the Australian Taxation Office for the income 

generated. Where is the money going? What is it being used for? There is no question that 

an audit is essential on every type of certification. 

 

I can understand that companies that export their products may require food certification 

for certain countries/religions but for the domestic market this is totally unnecessary and is 

an extra impost on consumers.  The user only should pay. 

 

I would therefore like this food certification to be made completely transparent and for all 

foods to be labelled accurately according to the type of certification/tax that has been 

applied to each product. 

In particular I believe that the monopoly from certifiers of religiously certified food should 

be removed. There should be equality of food for all people regardless of religious 

identification. If a company wants to indicate that their food abides by religious laws then 

this should be allowed but without paying for certification. A label must be applied to the 

item to state this, so those who do not want it are not duped into buying it, as is currently 

the case. Often religiously certified items are not labelled as such or the label is hidden 

inside the packaging. 

 

In conclusion, I have no problem with people eating what their religious or ideological 

beliefs dictate but I want to have the choice not to. 

 

Yours Truly 

Elaine Langley 
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Third party Certification of Food and General Products.

Senate Standing Committees on Economics.                                              

PO Box 6100

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600.

To: Senate Economics References Committee.

Dear Senate Committee members.

I write this submission with reference to “Halal Certification “, that has been applied to daily 
consumer  goods .

I am with belief that all individuals have the right to choose  to select and purchase goods for their 
purpose of either consumption or appearance, I am also aware that the Australian government has a 
duty of care to install that Australians should be able to purchase any such goods knowing very well 
that these products have NOT been labelled by Halal Certification Laws, Although I do respect that 
the Muslim people do and must have their products Halal, I find it offensive that for the 88% of 
Anglo-Saxon Australians , whether being of European or Asian decent that most goods offered today 
at Local Supermarkets , eg, Woolworths, Coles and even Aldi , are Halal Certified in some way.

As a Christian ,I read the Qur`an and noted that throughout the English version of text there was NO 
reference to instate a Halal Certification upon general goods , I have even asked a Leading cleric of 
Eagleby mosque about this problem and his answer was , He could NOT explain the move by the 
Muslim Communities to have  Halal Certification brought upon any good, due to the fact that before 
a Muslim consumes any animal product, all they have to do is Bless the product before consumption. 
Where I do see the need for some Halal Certification of animal/meat products, on exports that lead 
to overseas trade, eg, Indonesia, Saudi  Arabia and Muslim countries that we, Australia, export to.

1700 years ago ,before the Prophet Muhammad ,the Muslim people eat all foods without the need 
for Halal prayers being said, it wasn`t until the Prophet Muhammad arrived some 200 years later, 
that Halal prayers  were to be said over all meals,  

In the past 15-20 years here within Australia that the Muslim Community has tried to install this 
arrogant Halal Tax upon all goods and Services, this Halal Tax has now found it`s way onto just about 
everything that the supermarkets  sell today, from meat products to cosmetic goods and now even 
the humble confectionery, eg , Cadbury`s Chocolates.

I believe that this Halal Certification Tax is a RORT upon the Australian people and should be 
STOPPED , to a point of only allowing one or two Certifiers to Halal various products that are due for 
export , it has been widely reported that this Halal tax is and has FUNDED TERRORISTIC Operations in 
the Middle-East, It has also been reported that a ZAKAT TAX , be made to the Mosque so that 
monies collected can be transferred to sponser overseas operations in the form of a JIHAD, holy-war 
against those who do not believe in the Muslim traditions way of life.

I call upon the Government to reduce the number of Halal Certifiers to just 2, from 40+ to 
accommodate the overseas trade of such goods for Halal consumption .



Our communities are being over-run by Muslim`s, and are DEMANDING that the Governments 
change their laws accordingly , just to appease 12% of the general population within here of 
Australian Shores , I ask the Government to not only consider but effectively apply a stop to the 
Halal Certifiers  and Muslim Extremists ,that are demanding changes. 

Our country was established by hard working men and woman over the past 220 years , and to let 
this minority of the population demand changes is totally disrespectful , they came to this country 
looking for a more peaceful life for them and their families, but lately their demands are getting out 
of hand and must be STOPPED, before Australia falls into the wrong hands.

Our constitution must employ that unless you are Australian born and qualify  for either local or 
Parliamentry  office , otherwise we as Australians will soon be a thing of the PAST , and Australia will 
be another Muslim outpost.

The second issue is with “Labelling “ of various products, or should I say the lack of Labelling, For a 
consumer to be able to make an informed choice of purchase , I believe that all foods should be 
labelled with either  “NON-HALAL, or HALAL “, insignatures so an informed choice can be properly 
made by all Australians no matter what RACE , CREED, COLOUR or RELIGIOUS belief they are

Labelling should be made viable upon all products sold for consumption, and i`m quite sure that 
animals ,eg, dogs and cats , are unable to speak or understand what Halal stands for on their 
products, I find this labelling amusing to say the least ,this is just another way of extorting a HALAL 
TAX RIP-OFF , set upon the general public.

The third issue is with the way animals are slaughtered , under RSPCA Rules a full reversible stun is 
to be applied to animals before slaughter  , NOT THIS BARBARIC WAY OF SLAUGHTER CALL   UNDER 
ISLAMIC RULES. I personally find that this system is so out of touch with our way of life that it is 
beyond belief to comprehend and animals suffer during their bleeding out till death, which does not 
come quickly , as opposed with full stunning process.

 As an Australian citizen I am sure that the Government will find sense in the above and respect our 
wishes to either dismiss these barbaric ways and implement the correct way .

Halal Certification is a symbol of SHARIA LAW, which is an act of  ISLAM , if we as Australians 
continue down this path, GOD forbid us , because it`s the Government that NUST stop this process.

Stafford Renfrew.

25/07/2015.                                                         
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RE: Inquiry: the Third party certification of food. 

Please note I would like my identity to be redacted/withheld in any 
and all circumstances where this submission is made public.

On 13 May 2015, the Senate referred the following matters to the 
Economics References Committee for inquiry and report by 30 
November 2015:

Terms of reference in point order:

a. the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, 
but not limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-
modified food and general food safety certification schemes;

b. current labelling requirements of food certification schemes;

c. the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay 
certification fees;

d. whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian 
consumers to make informed purchasing decisions;

e. details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or 
manufacturers, and the potential for these to impact on prices for consumers;

f. the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market 
access and returns to producers;

g. the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about 
certifiers including, but not limited to, certification processes, fees and 
financial records; and any related matters. 

Thank you for the opportunity to contribute to the enquiry into 
certification.

Informed consumer choice should be the guiding principle of 
Parliament’s deliberations on these issues.  

As Australian consumers of food, we have a right to clear and 
accurate information about the food we are consuming. Food 
producers are obliged to clearly label their products with such 
information as: 



Ingredients ; 

Whether there may be traces of nuts ; 

How many calories they contain;  

How much fat, salt and sugar they contain ; 
How animals are treated in the course of production (free range 
eggs etc.)

As consumers, we absolutely should have the right to know 
whether we are buying a kosher or halal item which requires 
specific certification because: 
1. We may be paying more than we have to (to cover the cost of 
certification); 
2. It may be violating our religious sensitivities (for examples, Sikhs 
are specifically prohibited on religious grounds from eating halal 
foods, and the rights of Muslims to have halal food is balanced by 
the right of non-Muslims such as Sikhs to avoid halal foods);

 3. It may be violating our values about animal welfare.

The first issue is extremely important because if we are paying 
more than we have to, then halal certification amounts to a hidden 
tax. Only the Australian Government has the right to levy taxes in 
Australia and this practice should be forbidden on those grounds 
alone. In fact the Government stepped back from taxing foods 
when it introduced the GST. Foods are one of the few items 
exempt from GST under Australian Law.

It appears that many food producers either hide halal labels, keep 
them extremely small and difficult to read, or refuse to attach them. 
This denial of information to consumers goes against the spirit of 
full disclosure. There is no valid basis for denial of information and 
choice to consumers.  

The solution is to require CLEAR, unambiguous labeling of halal 
products, or any other products with specific certification attached. 
If possible they should be sold in separate areas to avoid creating 
confusion. This will impose very little compliance burden on 



retailers as it amounts to a printed sign on a shelf announcing 
“Halal products”. Restaurants serving halal foods should also 
clearly identify the halal or kosher basis for their menus. 

Provided all laws are observed in relation to animal welfare laws 
and non-discrimination, there is no basis for banning kosher or 
halal foods. On the contrary, there is nothing wrong with diversity 
of choices for consumers, provided such consumers are fully 
informed through CLEAR and UNAMBIGUOUS LABELING. I can 
then choose to buy halal foods when entertaining my Muslim 
friends and kosher food when entertaining my Jewish friends. I will 
not be forced through lack of information to serve halal food to 
Sikhs or other non-Muslims who wish to avoid it. I will also through 
normal market mechanisms accept any additional costs associated 
with specialty foods when I make an informed choice. 

In summary, informed consumer choice should be the guiding 
principle of Parliament’s deliberations on these issues.  

Yours faithfully,

(Name withheld)
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Submission to the Senate Inquiry of Third Party Certification of food.

A) My first area of concern is the disproportionate number of certifying bodies for Halal 
certification. As far as I can ascertain, there are 9 organic certifying bodies, 1 Kosher but 33 
halal certifiers in Australia. Yet moslems only represent 2% of our population.
Who certifies the certifiers? I have heard of one halal certifier who doesn’t even bother to 
actually check on a product, he just sends the paperwork and certifies it anyway, after he 
gets his payment.

B) The current labelling requirements of food certification schemes are clearly not adequate as 
most products that are halal certified DO NOT display the label indicating this.

C) There is a need for products that are certified, in any way, to clearly display a label that 
informs consumers thus giving them a choice as to whether they will purchase the product 
or not. This is not possible at the moment with the majority of halal certified products.

D) The lack of labelling means that not enough information is provided for consumers to make 
informed purchasing decisions, especially on halal products and also on country of origin, 
but this is been addressed by the new Australian Made labels.

E) The cost to consumers of having products certified should be freely available on company 
websites. We also have a need to know EXACTLY where the money goes and is it taxed in 
Australia?

With Organic Certification, producers proudly display their logo as it has significant meaning 
to both producers and consumers. For consumers it is recognisable and it gives them a 
choice as to whether they pay the extra money and buy the organic product, or buy the 
regular product. But as there are so many more non organic products to buy the choice is 
theirs.
If GMO foods are correctly and clearly labelled, as they must be, again, consumers have a 
choice. 
Even with Kosher items, not everything is Kosher certified so non Jews still have a choice.

But, with halal certification, that choice has been almost completely denied to us. Nearly 
every ingredient in almost every product is now halal certified. So what choice do non 
moslems have? 
We are been forced into adhering with the dictates of a religion that most Australians do not 
practice by being forced to unknowingly purchase food, particularly meat, that is not just 
food, but the product of an Islamic ritual animal sacrifice in accordance with sharia law.
Consumers are unknowingly funding mosques and other Islamic projects both here and 
overseas when they unknowingly purchase halal certified products.
On one hand we are been told that halal certification ensures food is produced to the best 
standards yet we have had several cases of severe food poisoning from halal certified 
products. 
This leads to the question of why are non food products now halal? Alcohol, pork and dog 
foods are now halal yet moslems are not allowed to have these. Why is toilet paper, water, 
sanitary products and make up halal certified?
In 2011, 2.2% of our population identified as being Islamic. This means that 97.8% of our 
population has no need for halal certification, Sharia law slaughter or Islamic prayer rooms 
at abattoirs. There is a real discrimination towards non- moslems, especially when abattoirs 



advertise specifically for moslems to work in them. It is illegal in Australia to discriminate on 
religious, or any other grounds.

The domestic cost recovery for halal certification comes primarily from non-moslem 
consumers because they make up about 98% of those who consume halal certified products.
I find it objectionable that even iconic Australian products, such as Vegemite, are halal 
certified, especially as most non Australians can’t even stand it. All baby foods are halal, 
giving us no choice but to feed this to our own non-moslem babies. We can no longer go to 
our own hospitals without having to eat halal food and we cannot fly without it. What 
happened to our choices in our own country? 
There are other religions in Australia that cannot, under any circumstances, eta halal foods 
yet they are also been forced to. Where is the respect for all others?

People who are diabetic or gluten intolerant have specific dietary needs. When they go 
shopping for food, they know what they can and cannot eat and buy accordingly. There are 
separate foods made specifically for them. But they are only a small proportion of all foods 
and these people know that their choices are limited but reasonable.
Why is it not the same for moslems? They know what they can have so a SMALL selection 
can be available to them, leaving the majority of products suitable for the majority of the 
population.

 Only a very small portion of meat and poultry should be slaughtered in halal way for the 
very small proportion of Islamic people here. Most Australians are deeply offended and 
indeed outraged that our livestock is made to suffer for the benefit of such a small number 
of people.
There are also claims made that food for export has to be halal certified but this is an 
absolute nonsense. We have been exporting to Islamic countries for many years without it. I 
have even heard of some companies who export to the UAE with no halal certification 
necessary just because the people there want the product regardless. So, again, why are we 
doing this?

Halal certification has completely altered the way I shop. I actively boycott halal food and 
seek out my family’s foods at places where I know it is not halal. 
The benefit of halal certified food, enjoyed by moslems, should NOT come at the expense of 
the rest of us. If they want it, they should pay for it.

Halal certification schemes differ from all others in that they are focused on Islamic beliefs 
and they fuse food and Sharia law. These schemes have nothing to do with food quality, 
instead they operate to ensure that food is not just food but an Islamic religious product, 
especially meat. Moslems have been consuming non halal certified food for centuries before 
this practice was introduced in the western world.
This is not only unfair to the rest of us, it is against our constitution to have the religious 
belief of some forced upon the rest of us.

Submitted by Alison Carter, 
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Submission to the Senate inquiry into Food Certification schemes

It is no secret that the media influences the way stories are portrayed to the public, and are widely 
accused of being biased and having political agendas. I was upset to see the media trying to turn this 
inquiry into a circus act, poking fun at ‘witches’ and other unusual characters that have submitted to 
this inquiry, which admittedly, undermine the cause. But, it is an unfair representation on behalf of 
the media, as there are logical and intelligent people from all walks of life that have concerns about 
food certification schemes, in particular halal certification. I’m not sure what goals they have in 
mind, or whether there is just extreme political correctness, but the media and the Government 
seem unwilling or unable to be the least bit critical about halal certification, and even Muslims in 
general, except when it comes to terrorism and ISIL, which Abbott will happily exploit to use fear 
against his own citizens.
Just briefly I’d like to paint a picture of who I am to help dispel the ‘witch’ image. I’m a 30 year old 
female and I emigrated from England in 1993 with young parents wanting a better life for us. We 
never came from any wealth, and until I was in my teens we were low income, with no family or 
friends to help take care of my sister and I, and mum stayed home. Things improved after mum re-
entered the work force, and my sister and I went through public schooling, and then both went to 
university and obtained degrees. We both have great careers, mine being in medical science and my 
sister in urban and regional planning at the local council. I am not religious, although my new 
husband does consider himself a Catholic as per his mother’s religion (from Chile). I have had many 
multicultural friends and colleagues over the years, and do not consider myself racist or discriminate 
anyone, I yearn for peace, and my passion other than the health of the body, is animals. I donate 
more than a little money, and am very active with petitions, educating through social media and 
even participated in a couple of friendly protests in my time.

Now I’d like to get on with the business of this submission. I became vegetarian last year because I 
couldn’t stand the thought of Aussie animals suffering not only through factory farming processes, 
but horrible live export and ritual slaughter as well. I was horrified to find out that all the meat in 
Aussie supermarkets came from halal sources, Homebrand coming from Meatpak, then there is 
Lilydale and frozen meats by Steggles, Ingham, basically I don’t know of any meat products you can 
buy that have not been ritually slaughtered (except pork). Even the local butchers in my area have 
halal slaughtered meat. Where is my choice? I am entitled as a consumer to choose whether I want 
religiously prepared food or not. I am concerned for not only atheists like myself that want nothing 
to do with religion, but my religious friends as well. My Hindu friend doesn’t want everything halal 
certified, and Sikhs aren’t allowed to eat halal prepared food from the reading I have done. The 
same goes for Jews, and even my Christian friends don’t want food sacrificed to idols, or indeed 
other religion’s ideology. This is just wrong that there is blanket halal for everyone in a multicultural 
and religiously free but Christian majority country. Why does the world bend over backward to 
accommodate the needs of Muslims, but no other religion? In a secular country religion should not 
even be in the forefront, and here we are with most of our food being halal certified and nobody 
gets a choice.
When I probed further into halal certification scam, thanks to sources like Halal Choices, I was 
horrified to learn that foods that are innately halal (permitted to Muslims) in their natural state like 
honey, sugar, milk and dairy products, eggs, grain and fish are obtaining halal certification! There is 



no need, and I have read the Quran and searched for what is halal or haram, and NO MONEY needs 
to be paid and NO PROCESSES need to be changed to make foods such as these permissible / halal, 
so long as they have not come into contact with non-halal/ pork derived rennet or gelatine, alcohol, 
blood, pork or carnivorous animal ingredients. This proves that it is just a scam for Islam to take 
money from non-Muslims, and expand around the world using that money to build more mosques 
and more Islamic schools. I do not want to pay for religious institutions out of my every day 
purchases. And companies should not be pressured by religion to pay money to these self-important 
opportunistic certifiers. Furthermore, I have read on more than one occasion that the Muslim people 
do NOT need Western certification schemes to tell them what is halal or haram, they already know 
what they can eat. And besides, most of the halal certified products in our supermarket are NOT in 
fact marked with the label anyway, so either Muslims would waste time researching online and 
contacting companies to find out if they are halal certified before they ever go shopping, or look it 
up on their phone whilst in the store (and trust me I have done this, and shopping takes an eternity), 
or the third scenario as noted above- Muslims do not even require the halal stamp to know if the 
product is permissible, since everyone can read ingredients. It is very frustrating shopping and 
knowing that all the bread and dairy, Kellogg’s and Sanitarium products, even my vegetarian 
products are all certified but do not bear the label for me to shop with transparency and ease.

http://www.worldhalalcouncil.com/non-muslims-can-never-interfere-in-muslims-halal-food.html 
www.icv.org.au/index.php/publications/what-is-halal

http://pickeringpost.com/story/islamic-scholars-blast-halal-scam/4231

http://m.couriermail.com.au/news/opinion/opinion-hijacking-halal-for-profit-as-milk-spat-spills-
over/story/fnihsr9v-1227113883095

http://m.themalayonline.com/opinion/erna-mahyuni/article/the-halal-moneymaking-scheme (Even 
Muslim people are getting fed up with halal certification companies trying to dictate what they can 
and can’t eat.)
http://www.themalaysianinsider.com/sideviews/article/we-are-all-halal-inspectors-nurul-ismawi

According to Halal Australia in 2010 the global halal market ranged from US $1.2 trillion to US $2 
trillion, and the global halal food market was worth US $632 billion a year, NOT including non-
Muslim consumers. This is not peanuts, and now in Australia alone the majority of food has halal 
certification with England and the USA also having large amounts of halal certified food. The mind 
boggles at how much money this would be worth now when it has engulfed all main supermarket 
food brands. 
www.halal-australia.com.au/why-halal-certify/ 
With this amount of investment and profit involved, why WOULDN’T the Australian Government 
keep a sharp eye on the key players involved such as the Halal Certification Authority? 

On the RSPCA website I read that some abattoirs in Australia have permission to conduct religious 
slaughter without prior stunning, which of course would be extremely distressing and painful for the 
animals. Cutting the throat first and then stunning, as per common practice, is completely 
unacceptable, as no living thing should suffer the pain of a physical injury like this while conscious.

http://www.worldhalalcouncil.com/non-muslims-can-never-interfere-in-muslims-halal-food.html
http://www.icv.org.au/index.php/publications/what-is-halal
http://pickeringpost.com/story/islamic-scholars-blast-halal-scam/4231
http://m.couriermail.com.au/news/opinion/opinion-hijacking-halal-for-profit-as-milk-spat-spills-over/story/fnihsr9v-1227113883095
http://m.couriermail.com.au/news/opinion/opinion-hijacking-halal-for-profit-as-milk-spat-spills-over/story/fnihsr9v-1227113883095
http://m.themalayonline.com/opinion/erna-mahyuni/article/the-halal-moneymaking-scheme
http://www.themalaysianinsider.com/sideviews/article/we-are-all-halal-inspectors-nurul-ismawi
http://www.halal-australia.com.au/why-halal-certify/


And reversible stunning is not really much better; it is estimated to take 15-45 seconds (variably 
reported) for the stun to wear off and the animal becomes conscious. The length of time it takes for 
the animal for bleed out to death is the concern here, The EFSA Journal 2004 published that cattle 
can take up to 2 minutes to become insensible, and up to 2.5 minutes in poultry and 15 minutes or 
more in fish. These animals wake up only to find they are bleeding to death, I can hardly imagine 
that terror.  This just cannot go on, pre-stunning is the only way, and it cannot be reversible. There 
are too many variables to go wrong for the animals, as the arteries need to be severed properly and 
it has to be done very rapidly. I have seen footage of ritually slaughtered animals hung up on racks 
after their throats were slit, and they are bleeding out and are jerking and writhing as they die fully 
conscious. I find this extremely distressing, and cannot stand by and let it happen without trying to 
be a voice for these animals.

See PDF document: Meat and Livestock Australia, Review of Stunning and Halal Slaughter by Helmut 
Plelter published Feb 2010, found online.

www.animalsaustralia.org/features/ritual_slaughter.php 

www.abc.net.au/am/content/2011/s3247274.htm

www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2937206/Halal-abattoir-staff-hacked-taunted-sheep-One-worker-
sacked-three-suspended-caught-camera-carrying-horrifying-routine-abuse.html.

Furthermore according to the Halal Choices website, except for Bakers Delight, we cannot buy any 
bread that is not halal certified, and I have also noted that there are perhaps one or two dairy 
companies in South Australia that do not have halal certification, and the one I know ‘Paris Farm 
Creek’ is organic biodynamic and extremely expensive to buy! This is not fair; I should be able to buy 
every day staples free of religious affiliation, and paying for the so called ‘privilege’ of it. I do not 
believe that any viable company simply ‘wears the cost’ of any certification fee, this is simply not 
good business. When I buy certified organic food, I pay more and I am fine with that because I am 
choosing to buy a special product. When I buy vegetarian / vegan certified products, I know that my 
dietary requirements are not mainstream, and I pay for the privilege of having such products 
available to me. It is my choice; user-pays. The majority do not have to eat these products and 
therefore do not pay certification fees. Most Kosher food is in a specialty store, and not easy to buy. 
Jewish people seek out these products, and pay for them because this is their requirement. Kosher 
products are labelled with the Kosher label so they are easily identified, whereas the majority of 
halal certified products are not even labelled as such. Now, I have no problems with Jewish people 
as I don’t see them forcing anything on everyone else, they are letting everyone else eat how they 
wish. Muslim people seem very insistent about standing out in the community and rather than 
keeping their religion to themselves and letting everyone live how they wish to, halal certifiers and/ 
or religious leaders have decided that Islamic Halal must be pushed on everyone in the world. We 
need to protect Australian’s from this, as we are a free, secular nation. We believe in equal rights 
and the freedom to choose how each individual wishes to live, whilst upholding Australian laws. 
Everything I see and hear about the Islamic faith shows that it’s followers will not immigrate and 
assimilate to the local customs like other cultures and religions do, but they slowly and inevitably 
create changes in the community around them to suit their needs, and everyone has to be careful 
what they say about it, otherwise they are ‘racist’. Well, forced halal foods is one of the first things 

http://www.animalsaustralia.org/features/ritual_slaughter.php
http://www.abc.net.au/am/content/2011/s3247274.htm
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2937206/Halal-abattoir-staff-hacked-taunted-sheep-One-worker-sacked-three-suspended-caught-camera-carrying-horrifying-routine-abuse.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2937206/Halal-abattoir-staff-hacked-taunted-sheep-One-worker-sacked-three-suspended-caught-camera-carrying-horrifying-routine-abuse.html


that are inflicted on Australian culture (other things like Sharia marriage a bit of topic), and I am 
speaking up. Halal certification applied to the majority of food is just not necessary in Australia. I am 
happy for there to be halal options, or a halal section in the supermarket but these MUST have 
labelling legislation so both Muslims and non-Muslims can easily identify them.
Just another example of Islam being forced on the world, is airlines such as Emirates and now the 
Aussie Qantas have removed pork from the menu! Shocking; bacon is the biggest crowd pleaser in 
Australia.
http://m.dailytelegraph.com.au/pigs-cant-fly-qantas-bans-pork-on-in-flight-menu-to-respect-
islam/story-e6freuy9-1226612841997
Why don’t airlines ban beef to respect Hindus? Why isn’t there certification that beef isn’t an 
ingredient food as well? How about airlines ban all meat so vegetarians are not offended?

I would like to share this article from The Daily Telegraph from May 18, 2011.
www.mobile.news.com.au/national/sharia-law-applied-secretly-in-sydney/story-e6frfkvr-
1226057896078
www.theaustralian.com.au/national-affairs/sharia-law-at-work-in-australia/story-fn59niix-
1226097889992 

I believe an inquiry into halal certification is essential. It is a well-known fact that numerous Islamic 
charities have been found guilty or suspected of having links to terrorist related organisations. I have 
seen several media articles outlining how these charities are set up, and money is funnelled from 
one charity to the next in order to hide the money trail. 
Here are some links to dodgy charities:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_charities_accused_of_ties_to_terrorism

http://www.shariahfinancewatch.org/blog/category/Islamic-relief/

http://mobile.abc.net.au/news/2014-09-30/syrian-charitys-accounts-closed/5780056

And what do Islamic charities have to do with halal food certification you ask?
http://pointdebasculecanada.ca/muslim-association-of-canada-a-contributer-to-hamas-fund-
collecter-controls-halal-certification-in-quebec/

https://moneyjihad.wordpress.com/2011/01/06/muslim-brotherhood-nets-halal-tax-revenues/

http://www.aic.gov.au/media_library/publications/rpp/rpp114.pdf 

http://pickeringpost.com/story/shocking-evidence-shows-how-drug-money-halal-fees-find-their-
way-to-syria/4062
Please read the following regarding the Islamic obligation of ‘zakat’, and how this may be how profits 
from halal certification are passed on through charity organisations, and could be ending up in the 
wrong hands as the above examples did. 
http://www.shariahfinancewatch.org/blog/2011/10/17/correcting-the-new-misinformation-on-
islamic-charities-funding-jihadist-terrorism/ 
bettertax.gov.au/files/2015/06/Sandilands-Ron.pdf

http://m.dailytelegraph.com.au/pigs-cant-fly-qantas-bans-pork-on-in-flight-menu-to-respect-islam/story-e6freuy9-1226612841997
http://m.dailytelegraph.com.au/pigs-cant-fly-qantas-bans-pork-on-in-flight-menu-to-respect-islam/story-e6freuy9-1226612841997
http://www.mobile.news.com.au/national/sharia-law-applied-secretly-in-sydney/story-e6frfkvr-1226057896078
http://www.mobile.news.com.au/national/sharia-law-applied-secretly-in-sydney/story-e6frfkvr-1226057896078
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/national-affairs/sharia-law-at-work-in-australia/story-fn59niix-1226097889992
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/national-affairs/sharia-law-at-work-in-australia/story-fn59niix-1226097889992
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_charities_accused_of_ties_to_terrorism
http://www.shariahfinancewatch.org/blog/category/Islamic-relief/
http://mobile.abc.net.au/news/2014-09-30/syrian-charitys-accounts-closed/5780056
http://pointdebasculecanada.ca/muslim-association-of-canada-a-contributer-to-hamas-fund-collecter-controls-halal-certification-in-quebec/
http://pointdebasculecanada.ca/muslim-association-of-canada-a-contributer-to-hamas-fund-collecter-controls-halal-certification-in-quebec/
https://moneyjihad.wordpress.com/2011/01/06/muslim-brotherhood-nets-halal-tax-revenues/
http://www.aic.gov.au/media_library/publications/rpp/rpp114.pdf
http://pickeringpost.com/story/shocking-evidence-shows-how-drug-money-halal-fees-find-their-way-to-syria/4062
http://pickeringpost.com/story/shocking-evidence-shows-how-drug-money-halal-fees-find-their-way-to-syria/4062
http://www.shariahfinancewatch.org/blog/2011/10/17/correcting-the-new-misinformation-on-islamic-charities-funding-jihadist-terrorism/
http://www.shariahfinancewatch.org/blog/2011/10/17/correcting-the-new-misinformation-on-islamic-charities-funding-jihadist-terrorism/


Our very own ‘The Australian’ published an article about a cash for halal scam brought to light 
involving Indonesia’s MUI governing body. http://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/latest-
news/australia-caught-in-cash-for-halal-claim/story-fn3dxix6-1226836295598
There was also this article which implies the whole halal certification industry is a rort with no 
guidelines to keep it honest. http://www.news.com.au/national/aussie-firms-paying-inflated-price-
to-have-halal-certification/story-fncynjr2-1226743120181

The Australian Institute of Criminology reported that in the US from 2001-2008 there were 26 cases 
of charges against not-for-profit charities providing financial or material support to terrorist 
organisations. Direct links to Hamas and the Muslim Brotherhood were found. Similar events have 
occurred in other countries, and I feel that Australia needs to be responsible and audit Islamic 
charities more. The most famous halal certifier Mohamed El Mouelhy in Sydney was disqualified in 
2006 by the MUI because he has no scientist from the field within his certification business and no 
Islamic Law expert, which are the rules. (Mr El Mouelhy claimed to BE an expert because he was 
Egyptian, but there must still be at least two people).  
http://islaminindonesia.com/2014/03/22/mui-mohamed-el-mouelhys-the-sydney-based-halal-
certification-authority-disqualified-in-2006-for-disqualified-in-2006-for-not-involving-scientist-no-
islamic-law-expert/

This same certifier regularly posts arrogant comments on his Facebook page, and is bragging that he 
promised Australian Muslims in 2011 that 80% of Australians would be eating halal beef, lamb and 
chicken by 2015, and it was accomplished in 2013. I have frequently read posts by him mocking 
those opposed to certification, and gloating how even water is halal certified so basically the ‘bigots’ 
will starve and die of thirst. Is this the path we want to continue? Where people like him can become 
millionaires from unknowing and/or unwilling everyday Australians, wanting the Islamic way of life 
forced on every Australian.

Islamic Relief Worldwide (IRW) was in November 2014 designated a terrorist group by the UAE 
(United Arab Emirates), the second Middle Eastern country to do so. In June 2014, Israel declared 
IRW a financial conduit to Hamas, and it was banned from Israel and the West Bank.
The British-based IRW is the largest international Islamic charity in the world with a $250 million 
operating budget.  It has over 280 employees and is active in more than 45 countries including 
“Islamic Relief Australia” run out of Lakemba, NSW. 
IRW also maintains many Islamic affiliate charities throughout the world, each with multi-million 
dollar operating budgets, The largest Islamic charity in north America is “Islamic Relief  USA” whose 
CEO is Abed Ayoub. (http://australian-news.net/articles/view.php?id=277)

Locally, halal certification profits are said to fund the building of mosques, schools and Islamic 
centres across Australian communities. Based on consistently published reports I believe Islamic 
centres cannot be trusted to manage money appropriately, and not only are there reports of 
mosques and schools hitting the media due to hate preaching, enforcing strict sharia practices or 
encouraging acts of terrorism or violence, but Islamic institutions are being investigated and shut 
down more frequently lately due to mismanagement of funds. 
http://www.straitstimes.com/asia/australianz/islamic-centre-tied-to-australian-terror-accused-
shuts-down 

http://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/latest-news/australia-caught-in-cash-for-halal-claim/story-fn3dxix6-1226836295598
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/latest-news/australia-caught-in-cash-for-halal-claim/story-fn3dxix6-1226836295598
http://www.news.com.au/national/aussie-firms-paying-inflated-price-to-have-halal-certification/story-fncynjr2-1226743120181
http://www.news.com.au/national/aussie-firms-paying-inflated-price-to-have-halal-certification/story-fncynjr2-1226743120181
http://islaminindonesia.com/2014/03/22/mui-mohamed-el-mouelhys-the-sydney-based-halal-certification-authority-disqualified-in-2006-for-disqualified-in-2006-for-not-involving-scientist-no-islamic-law-expert/
http://islaminindonesia.com/2014/03/22/mui-mohamed-el-mouelhys-the-sydney-based-halal-certification-authority-disqualified-in-2006-for-disqualified-in-2006-for-not-involving-scientist-no-islamic-law-expert/
http://islaminindonesia.com/2014/03/22/mui-mohamed-el-mouelhys-the-sydney-based-halal-certification-authority-disqualified-in-2006-for-disqualified-in-2006-for-not-involving-scientist-no-islamic-law-expert/
http://australian-news.net/articles/view.php?id=277
http://www.straitstimes.com/asia/australianz/islamic-centre-tied-to-australian-terror-accused-shuts-down
http://www.straitstimes.com/asia/australianz/islamic-centre-tied-to-australian-terror-accused-shuts-down


Our money is funding mosques such as this, where extremist views are being preached: 
http://www.adelaidenow.com.au/news/south-australia/adelaide-mosque-preacher-sheikh-sharif-
hussein-directs-fury-at-at-buddhists-hindus-howard-and-obama/story-fni6uo1m-1226701605335

http://www.theage.com.au/news/National/Saudi-funding-for-SA-mosque-
investigated/2007/01/08/1168104911288.html

Schools are involved in money mismanagement and are attracting government investigations in 
Australia; http://www.theaustralian.com.au/national-affairs/education/muslim-school-investigated-
over-finances/story-fn59nlz9-1226816195321
http://www.couriermail.com.au/news/queensland/islamic-college-of-brisbane-investigated-over-
phantom-debt-secret-payments/story-fnihsrf2-1227283681092

http://australian-news.net/articles/view.php?id=156

 http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-06-03/ato-looks-into-islamic-college-of-sa/6517214

http://www.adelaidenow.com.au/news/south-australia/call-for-police-to-investigate-allegations-of-
financial-mismanagement-at-islamic-college-of-sa/story-fni6uo1m-1227370475086

There is too much evidence indicating Islamic organisations cannot be trusted with money. How 
much more needs to be demonstrated to obtain a full government inquiry, forming legislation to 
regulate halal certifiers, and audits to regularly check financial management of charities, schools, 
mosques and halal certification related bodies?

I do not want my everyday supermarket purchases to stealthily be funding these Islamic institutions. 
I want choice, I at the very least want compulsory labelling, and I call for a user-pays system just like 
vegan / vegetarian certified, like Kosher, and like organic certified.

Less than 5% of Australian chicken is exported, and yet 80% of Australian chicken is halal 
slaughtered. Furthermore the majority of the export destinations are not even Islamic countries, so 
why are we going mainstream halal? Muslims only comprise 2% of the Australian population. Food 
companies and slaughterhouses are going WAY overboard on halal, in our secular, non-Islamic 
country. I cannot help but wonder why one religion continuously gets such special treatment. Is it 
blackmail? Is it oil in the Middle East? What is putting on the pressure?
http://morningmail.org/certified-porkies-of-halal/

Furthermore, this issue extends to more than just food. I have learnt that my cats now have the 
option to eat halal certified Fancy Feast cat food, in case pork offends them! I am finding plastics 
being halal certified (see Scholl’s halal certificate), cosmetics and even medicine. This whole halal 
rort is spiralling WAY out of control. Halal certified transport is required, halal certified processing 
equipment, halal certified packaging- this global scam has the potential to dominate every market. 
All this things are putting money into the pockets of a religion notorious for corruption, extremism 
and violence, and I do not want any part of it. I do not want to buy my Corn Flakes, or Tip Top bread 
or Sanitarium Up&Go, or pasta and pass on money to a religion that seeks only to benefit itself, and 
cannot be trusted to use the funds appropriately.

http://www.adelaidenow.com.au/news/south-australia/adelaide-mosque-preacher-sheikh-sharif-hussein-directs-fury-at-at-buddhists-hindus-howard-and-obama/story-fni6uo1m-1226701605335
http://www.adelaidenow.com.au/news/south-australia/adelaide-mosque-preacher-sheikh-sharif-hussein-directs-fury-at-at-buddhists-hindus-howard-and-obama/story-fni6uo1m-1226701605335
http://www.theage.com.au/news/National/Saudi-funding-for-SA-mosque-investigated/2007/01/08/1168104911288.html
http://www.theage.com.au/news/National/Saudi-funding-for-SA-mosque-investigated/2007/01/08/1168104911288.html
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/national-affairs/education/muslim-school-investigated-over-finances/story-fn59nlz9-1226816195321
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/national-affairs/education/muslim-school-investigated-over-finances/story-fn59nlz9-1226816195321
http://www.couriermail.com.au/news/queensland/islamic-college-of-brisbane-investigated-over-phantom-debt-secret-payments/story-fnihsrf2-1227283681092
http://www.couriermail.com.au/news/queensland/islamic-college-of-brisbane-investigated-over-phantom-debt-secret-payments/story-fnihsrf2-1227283681092
http://australian-news.net/articles/view.php?id=156
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-06-03/ato-looks-into-islamic-college-of-sa/6517214
http://www.adelaidenow.com.au/news/south-australia/call-for-police-to-investigate-allegations-of-financial-mismanagement-at-islamic-college-of-sa/story-fni6uo1m-1227370475086
http://www.adelaidenow.com.au/news/south-australia/call-for-police-to-investigate-allegations-of-financial-mismanagement-at-islamic-college-of-sa/story-fni6uo1m-1227370475086
http://morningmail.org/certified-porkies-of-halal/


Halal certification is NOT just like the Heart Foundation Tick (which is corrupt also, there is evidence 
that food that is not even healthy can get the tick if companies pay the board enough money), 
because foundations like this, and like vegetarian or organic certified products do NOT fund 
churches or mosques, or Islamic organisations and schools. Islamic people should be funding Islamic 
institutions themselves. Christians are funding their own churches, and I do not see Hindu’s or 
Buddhist’s or Jews or any other religion collecting money from every day essentials for life to fund 
their individual religious requirements. We live in a secular society! We have the right to live and eat 
free of religious ties, and no companies should be paying for halal certification that nobody really 
needs.
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Food labeling submission

My submission is against my food being produced to conform to halal and kosher requirements 
and the added costs for product it must introduce..

I have no argument if certain sections of our community wish to have their food produced this 
way, but I, and in my opinion, the massive majority of Australians, definitely do not want their 
food produced in accordance with religious beliefs and rituals.

It definitely is the antithesis to my beliefs and should not be forced on me.

I choose not to consume products produced in a halal or kosher ritual. However because the item 
is not clearly marked with this fact, there is no way of knowing if I am consuming products 
which have been produced in a way which is totally foreign to my wishes.

The extra costs and licensing payments imposed by this religious production are obviously added 
to the cost of the food, and apparently many other products as well.
This is equivalent to an extra tax bring paid by all Australians to religious organizations.
I have never agreed to pay this tax, and it is an extra cost imposed on me and others against our 
wishes and until recently, without my knowledge, to support a religious organization.

I was never asked if I wanted to pay this form of religious tax and I definitely do not!

If some religions have beliefs that food and other items must be produced in a particular way, 
then that product should be produced in at different time or place to the regular production runs.
Certainly there should be no animal cruelty involved in the production, as it appears some 
religious ritual killing of animals would be seen as unnecessarily cruel and definitely would be 
against the wishes of most Australians

Any extra costs should be paid only by the purchaser who wishes this type of product.

These items should be clearly marked as produced to conform to particular religious beliefs, and 
I believe it needs to be clearly written on the product, not be one of a number of logos.

These items need to be separated from similar items on the reseller’s shelves, so that those who 
wish to obtain the product can easily find the product, and those who do not wish to consume the 
product, also can easily find an item, without having to check every label.

Genetically modified food
Genetically Modified Food is also of concern to me, because it appears to have no long term 
investigation associated with many products.
Unlike hybridization, it is not a natural form of food and can be foreign to the workings of our 
bodies.
Some GMO is bred so that it can be subject to massive pesticide and herbicide inoculation, 
which from my studies will lead to long term deterioration in human health.



Many GMO’s are produced with a terminator gene to prevent the saving of seed to produce a 
new crop. Not only does this seem to line the pockets of producers of the seed and go against the 
previous ability of famers to regenerate successful crops, but again, the long term effects of these 
unnatural products in terms of our health are unknown and could well be harmful.
For this reason any GMO product must be clearly marked on the product, so that the consumer 
can make an informed choice and reject GMO product if they wish.
GMO is not a product of natural evolution or hybridization, but an injection of totally unrelated 
genes into the DNA of plant material. 
Surely our health and safety concerns should be paramount.

All Australians should be given the knowledge and the choice!
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As consumers, we absolutely have the right to know whether we are 
buying a kosher or halal item because:
We might be paying more than we have to and It is violating our 
religious sensitivities and It definatly violates most of our 
beliefs about animal welfare.

Why we are we paying more than we have to?  halal certification 
amounts to a hidden tax. Only the Australian Government has the 
right to levy taxes in Australia and this practice should be 
forbidden on those grounds alone. In fact even the Government 
stepped back from taxing foods when it introduced the GST.

Foods are one of the few items exempt from GST under Australian Law. 
Correct??

Clear labelling is a must!  Why do food producers hide halal labels 
or refuse to attach them. halal foods need to be separated 
altogether, set up halal isle in large grocery shops.

Companies can still produce separate products for export or 
specialty shops. The cost of these will then be borne by Muslims. I 
am NOT of the islamic faith, why do I NOT have the choice?  Why do I 
have to pay extra for a bottle of halal certified water?! etc etc..

It is important to have CLEAR labelling of halal products. If 
possible they should be sold in separate areas to avoid creating 
confusion.

These are reasonable requests.
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Religious Certifications should not be attached to or displayed on food products.   Religious, 
organisations should not be permitted to add certification fees on any food or products marketed to 
the general public.   The public should have a choice when purchasing food and other goods as to 
whether these products have a religious certification fee included in the cost.  This applies to all 
religions.

I am now required to spend extended periods of valuable time checking which products are certified 
and which are not.  The number of brands and products available to those opposing paying this 
certification are very limited.  I now find that I am being forced to buy products supporting the 
Muslim religion simply because there is no suitable non halal product available.  I have lost my 
freedom of choice.

Halal food now makes up more than 80% of the groceries on the shelves of supermarkets.  
Politicians have allowed one small section of the community to extort funds from the majority non-
Muslim populations of Australia.

Halal is unnecessary on 99% of the products now sprouting halal certification.  Only pork and alcohol 
products require halal.  Why is it now on everything, water, nail polish and furniture?   Halal 
certification is a world wide fund raising campaign for Muslims.  The Koran states that non-Muslims 
must pay a tax to the Muslims.    That simple.  

Some goods such as chicken can carry the halal certification on three tiers,   the chicken producer 
pays halal certification, the transport company is forced to pay halal and then the chicken processor 
pays halal.  

Halal only food served in universities, hospitals, prisons, and Institute of Sport.  Where will it end?  
We are in the majority a non-Muslim country.  Why are Australian tax payers being exploited in this 
way?  It is a very poor use of tax payer contributions.

Most importantly halal slaughter is a primitive, barbaric process; it has only been re-introduced in 
this country and many others in the last 20 years or so.  It is a brutally cruel and, uncivilised process 
and should be stopped immediately.   

Why should I pay extra for my groceries to support an organisation that offends my sense of justice 
on so many levels?  It is causing stress and concern for many non-Muslim Australians.  The 
government needs to be better educated on these issues.   It is dividing the country, and causing 
unnecessary discontent.  This issue makes many non-Muslims feel unhappy and frustrated on a daily 
basis.  I am sad, frustrated, and annoyed every single day with the constant demands of paying halal, 
and being called names for not approving of this certification.   

It is stated that halal is required for export.  The statistics demonstrate that only a small portion of 
products are exported, and by government statistics only 8% of these goods go to Muslim countries.
Our products were exported without halal for 50 years, why now.  Our products are some of the 
finest in the world and do not need certification to make them desirable.   
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Abstract

It seems our Government in their effort to accommodate, in the name of diversity, the religious 
requirements of some Australians, is ignoring the rights and personal choices of other Australians.  
People are not objecting to others having choices, they are fighting for their own choice and human 
rights to be heard, acknowledged and protected by their Government. Many reasons people object 
to these certifications including cost, lack of labelling, lack of transparency,  marginalisation of 
workers and animal cruelty to name a few.  What has stood out to me, though, are the questions 
surrounding fraudulent business practices, government involvement in religion and what I perceive 
to be a violation of human rights for Australians who do not want to include Islam as part of their 
lives.  Intentionally or unintentionally current policy settings lack balance.
The submission draws attention to:

a. The need for clear labelling as the mechanism to allow choice.
b. The need for transparency in certification schemes with respect to finances and misleading 

marketing claims.
c. The need for the government to afford the same respect to all and recognise the human 

rights of people ascribing to any religion or belief.
d. The need to protect worker’s rights in the workplace.
e. The need for the government to refrain from enacting legislation that directly or indirectly 

promotes one religion above others or the right to non-belief.
f. The need to uphold Australian law above claims of ‘cultural sensitivities’, preferences and 

desires resulting from a foreign law (sharia law).

This submission is a compilation of topics, questions, concerns and perspectives raised from many 
resources and on many different websites by Australians and people of varying backgrounds here 
and abroad.  These are included so the committee might benefit from experiences and knowledge 
from around the world on this issue and the inter-relationship to other national and international 
aspects.  I may or may not agree with all the sentiment expressed in the submission but I believe 
these issues need to be addressed by this Committee and the Australian Government.  These are 
genuine questions not criticisms and form the basis of my increasing concern and alarm.  I ask this 
Committee to clarify the validity of these concerns for the public and myself.

With respect to halal certification, the rationale stated is to provide Muslims with confidence a 
product is permissive according to sharia law or Islamic jurisprudence. Religious certification it is 
more than just a logo.  This issue deals with a basic necessity of life (food supply chain), integrity of 
the country’s financial system, the human rights of its citizens, large multi-national corporations and 
foreign countries.  In a global economy, religious certification is just part of a larger financial picture 
and in reality forms such a small aspect of the religious source guidance. 
 
Finally in the submission I express my will to the Government by asking to act responsibly in many 
related areas to fulfil its duty of care to protect its citizens and to protect the sovereignty of this 
nation.  I responded to the terms of reference followed by a series of questions I feel the inquiry 
should address.  I then provided recommendations for action relevant to the topic and summarise 
the main points.



Senate Inquiry into
Third party certification of food

 RELIGIOUS CERTIFICATION AND RELIGIOUS SLAUGHTER

PREFACE

This submission is a compilation of topics, questions, concerns and perspectives raised on many 
different websites by Australians and people of varying backgrounds here and abroad.  These are 
included so the committee might benefit from experiences and knowledge from around the world.  I 
may or may not agree with all the sentiment expressed herein but I believe these issues need to be 
addressed by this Committee and the Australian Government.  These are genuine questions not 
criticisms and form the basis of my increasing concern and alarm.  

I have put forth issues and arguments based on my research.  I do not claim to be an expert on this 
topic which is why I ask this Committee to clarify the validity of these concerns for the public and 
myself.  I do not purport to have expertly crafted legal arguments and therefore, I have not provided 
an extensive list of resources.  What I have attempted to do is twofold.  Firstly convey the personal 
investment to gain the breadth and depth of this research and secondly share some basic resources 
which the Committee should already be aware of, but if not provides some basic references.  I feel 
that if the Committee undertakes adequate due diligence on this topic, it will have this information 
available to them.

It seems our Government in their effort to accommodate, in the name of diversity, the religious 
requirements of some Australians, is ignoring the rights and personal choices of other Australians.  It 
is important to understand that people are not objecting to others having choices, they are fighting 
for their own choice and human rights to be heard, acknowledged and protected by their 
Government.  If it is acceptable for one group to ask for religiously certified products and/or 
religiously slaughtered meat, then why is it wrong for another group to ask for and be able to clearly 
choose products that are not?    

The fact that this certification is religious makes it more contentious, than other consumer choices 
such as free range eggs which are labelled, in the minds of many.  Why is it so difficult for our 
Government to understand that for those Australians not wanting to contribute to a religion or eat a 
religiously slaughtered meat (that is different to their own beliefs), that this conviction is just as 
strong as for those who do want food prepared with religious involvement and/or ritual?  Why is the 
group of other Australians asking for food/products and especially meat that is free from religion 
being ignored and somehow unfairly labelled as being ‘racist’?  This is not about racism.  It is about 
the elimination of choice and the lack of consumer clarity.

A survey across Europe, S. Africa and the US was done in early 2015 by HalalFocus.com 
(http://halalfocus.net/halal-for-everyone-better-think-again ) to evaluate perceptions of ‘non-
Muslims’ toward halal.  They found 89% do not buy any Halal products (knowingly at least), and 66% 
had a negative gut response to the word ‘halal’.    Only 5% responded positively.  This study was 
undertaken to learn what was entailed in making a ‘crossover into the mainstream’.  Remember this 
point.

It is my will that if the Committee contains an elected official that the receipt of this submission and 
an acknowledgement that this submission has been read is required.

http://halalfocus.net/halal-for-everyone-better-think-again


INTRODUCTION:

I have spent the past year looking into the topic of halal certification (HC) and religious slaughter (RS) 
both halal and kosher.  There are many reasons people object to these certifications including cost, 
lack of labelling, lack of transparency,  marginalisation of workers and animal cruelty to name a few.  
What has stood out to me, though, are the questions surrounding fraudulent business practices, 
government involvement in religion and what I perceive to be a violation of human rights for 
Australians who do not want to include another’s religion as part of their lives.  Intentionally or 
unintentionally current policy settings lack balance.  Are HC and RS more about profit or religion?  Or 
is it a matter of profiting from religion?   These are the areas I will focus on in this submission.

I have read about the requirements for HC and RS, the arguments for and against as well as many 
websites expressing opinions from Muslims and a broad range of others nationally and 
internationally.  It is clear to many that HC goes beyond religion.  This is about big business.  Halal 
forums held around the world all discuss how to further the ‘brand’ and how to expand the market.  
There is even mention of halal intellectual property to protect commercial ideas.  Large multi-
national banks sponsor events.  Large multi-national companies sponsor events, pay for HC on each 
of their products and require HC of any business they work with.  If this much money and effort is 
spent in promoting HC, then the business of HC must be very lucrative for those certifying bodies.  If 
it is making money for the certifying entities, then the money has to come from somewhere, most 
likely it is costing the consumer.  

With respect to halal certification, the rationale stated is to provide Muslims with confidence a 
product is permissive according to sharia law.  The term halal applies to more than food however.  It 
applies to anything or any behaviour that is considered ‘permissive’.  That is, Halal is Sharia Law.  In 
fact, the certificates say ‘in accordance with sharia law’.  Sharia law is Islamic jurisprudence and 
dictates every aspect of a Muslims life from how to pray to inheritance to punishment for crimes and 
offences.  Much of it does not concern those who do not follow Islam.  There are some areas within 
Islamic writings, however, that direct action against those who are not Muslim.  In particular, the 
chapters (Reliance of the Traveller) on Jihad, the Non-Muslim Subjects of the Islamic State, and 
references to the abrogation of earlier religions.  These are clearly disparaging and derogatory if not 
a direct threat.   Being that I am on the receiving end of these spiteful passages, I believe that I am 
well within my right to say I do not agree with the religion/ideology of Islam.  This does not equate to 
despising Muslims.  People are judged on their action or inaction.  Ideologies are evidenced in 
written form.  I disagree with contributing without my knowledge, and in many cases without a 
choice, to another’s religion/ideology not necessarily with any one individual.  

The argument that not all Muslims follow sharia law or only follow parts of it does not eliminate the 
existence of these chapters.  A push for strict adherence to sharia law is demonstrated in Islamic 
countries and is sought in this country by many Muslims.  Halal is not as well defined and less 
attention is given to it than the chapters dedicated to jihad and dhimmitude.   In my research, time 
and time again I came across these questions:  If Muslims can simply disregard the passages on jihad 
and dhimmitude, as claimed, then why is it so strict when it comes to halal products?   Why are 
companies certified 30 years ago suddenly having more requirements laid upon them?  Were they 
not really halal before?  If the fear of ‘contamination’ by the packaging of a product touching the 
inside of a shipping container is so real, then how can industries that are not 100% Muslim run and 
100% segregated be ‘halal’.  According to a comprehensive Report (State of the Global Islamic 
Economy 2014-2015 p. 65), demand drivers are currently weak for halal logistics but if OIC countries 
establish (declare) regulations incorporating halal logistics as a requirement for import, as is currently 
being discussed, this will ‘create’ a demand and thus even more requirements will be added.  Can 
you not see where this is going?  It is an argument for complete control based on certifying bodies’ 
new and ever increasing self- proclaimed driving forces.



It is sharia law that stipulates a food, product or person must not come in contact with ‘filth’ to 
remain halal.  For food, this requires separation and segregation to avoid contamination.  
‘Contamination’ does not refer to deadly bacteria.  It refers to pork, a staple in the majority of the 
world, and alcohol along with a few other items that are prohibited in food already.  It should be 
noted that people who are not Muslim may or may not be considered filth, but are considered as 
impure due to not being as concerned about purity as Muslims.  Using this argument perhaps, halal 
certification authorities worldwide are pushing for more and more segregation and Muslim 
participation throughout every step of a production chain and product schedules to maintain halal 
integrity.  This has far-reaching implications.

It should not be a surprise then that many of those objecting to HC and/or RS identify the term halal 
with a symbol of segregation and intolerance.  Whereas the requirement to separate halal to avoid 
‘contamination’ might be great for Muslims, it is discriminatory, divisive and an insult to everyone 
else.  This begs the question - exactly who is intolerant and  ‘racist’ here?

To this end, it is imperative that every member of this committee do his/her due diligence and 
independently read about the Quran and read about sharia law from an original source such as 
Reliance of a Traveller or A Summary of Islamic Jurisprudence.  Taking advice only from within the 
Committee would be a conflict of interest.  The Committee would be derelict in the execution of its 
duty if it did not actively pursue readily obtainable information which provides a multidimensional 
perspective on these issues.  

Please realise that this topic is not just about Islamic religion/ideology.  It is also about multinational 
corporations profiteering and, of most importance, a large number of Australians who have the right 
to their own religion/beliefs which are being ignored.  

You do not have to know about, understand or agree with any individual persons’ beliefs that oppose 
religious certification on products.  You must, however, recognise and fulfil your responsibility to 
protect every citizen’s rights equally.

Through this submission I will to draw attention to:

g. The need for clear labelling as the mechanism to allow choice.
h. The need for transparency in certification schemes with respect to finances and misleading 

marketing claims.
i. The need for the government to afford the same respect to all and recognise the human 

rights of people ascribing to any religion or belief.
j. The need to protect worker’s rights in the workplace.
k. The need for the government to refrain from enacting legislation that directly or indirectly 

promotes one religion above others or the right to non-belief.
l. The need to uphold Australian law above claims of ‘cultural sensitivities’, preferences and 

desires resulting from a foreign law (sharia law).

I will respond to the terms of reference followed by a series of questions I feel the inquiry should 
address.  I then provide recommendations for action relevant to the topic and summarise.



ADDRESSING THE TERMS OF REFERENCE:

a) The extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia

Australia has one of the highest cost of living indicators in the world.  Any certification that might add 
to the cost of items should be investigated as to whether it actually adds value for the end cost or is 
simply a market ploy.  No matter how little the fee, these are compounded in manufacture and 
multiplied over time.  Having several certifications on one product is even worse.  Is it necessary to 
certify or can companies simply provide adequate labelling?  I will address the ‘extent’ of HC, and 
therefore sharia law, which has penetrated the Australian market.

To understand why many feel so strongly about HC or RS, the topic must be put into context.  This is 
not simply a food logo, THIS IS A HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUE.  First, it is about one group wanting to 
dominate or bully the marketplace with their ‘religious requirements’ beyond the domestic demand 
and without reciprocal consideration to any other Australian group which may not need or want HC 
and/or RS.  

Second, it is about the Governments complete disregard for the fundamental human rights of those 
who choose to avoid HC and RS meat.  This favouritism results in a privileged position for HC 
products and RS meat and that is leading to anger and resentment amongst other consumers.  The 
seemingly underhanded way companies are trying to gain market share in a ‘niche’ export market by 
using the economies of scale of the domestic Australian market (by dumping unmarked RS meat on 
the unknowing domestic market for instance).  Note it is not whether the meat is considered halal by 
Muslims; it is the method of slaughter and the Governments direct involvement that is compounding 
the anger of many citizens.  

Third, if Kosher, and possibly a Hindu certification (mentioned by a Hindu group in the US), follow HC 
in bullying the domestic market they will become more objectionable as well.  There is no getting 
around it, however, that part of the controversy surrounding HC and RS (halal) meat is Islam and 
what the Islamic leaders have said about it.  Moderate Islamic clerics and peaceful acting Muslims 
the world over have declared their desire to overtake the West through civilisation 
(societal/economic) jihad, as opposed to a militant jihad,  including gaining control over the food and 
other supply chains through halal certification.  Australians are fair people and open to 
accommodating religious requirements up to a point.  That point has been crossed now there is little 
choice as most food products, including meat/poultry, in the grocery stores have HC and/or is RS 
whether labelled or not.  It matters not if a silent majority of Muslims do not agree.   The fact is, 
whether for business greed or religious dominance, words are now turning into actions on a large 
scale by companies, countries and certifying bodies and this is leading to an ever growing public 
outcry.  

It is impossible to separate the topic of HC from the religion.  Islam is a religion, a political ideology, a 
prescribed way of life known as Islamic Law or Sharia.  These cannot be separated.  In a recent 
meeting in Turkey, Muslims from different halal certification bodies and Islamic NGO’s gathered in 
Istanbul ‘against interfering non-Muslims in Halal issues’.  It was concluded: 

“All participants agreed that the interpretation, standardization, regulation and application 
of Halal is regarded as an act of worship.  The crafting of Halal standards requires inter alia 
the skills of qualified Muslim theologians who possess in-depth knowledge of Islamic law, 
which is based on Qur’an, Sunnah, Ijmah and Qiyas.  Halal Certification by non-Muslim 
entities is deemed null and void in terms of Islamic Law.” (post by Dr. M. Haririe June 18, 
2015 GIMDES website)



As mentioned previously, Halal is Sharia Law and thus an understanding of sharia law must be 
factored in.  Per Muslim scholars, Sharia law is incompatible with democracy as adherent Muslims 
place Islamic law above ‘man-made law’.  I have read many statements by Muslims that sharia law 
does not run contrary to Australian law.  I wonder then, if that is the case - why is it necessary?  
Please note, when the UN developed its Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 1948, which align 
with Australian values, Saudi Arabia did not sign arguing that it violated Islamic law.   In 1990, 45 
(now 58) Islamic countries created their own human rights charter called ‘The Cairo Declaration of 
Human Rights in Islam”.   Whilst some of the early paragraphs in this document appear in agreement 
with the UN document, the final two paragraphs stipulate that all previous statements are valid so 
long as it ‘does not contradict Sharia’ and the Muslim world only understands Human Rights as the 
Sharia defines it.  If not familiar with this document, it should be read in conjunction with an official 
book on sharia.  Quite simply, if a country believes in HUMAN RIGHTS as the West understands it, 
then it cannot accommodate Sharia Law.  The two are mutually exclusive.   

The government, past and present, has stated it will not allow sharia law in Australia.  Yet, it is.  
Australian Muslim leaders believe it is so why can’t politicians acknowledge this?  As per the 
submission to the inquiry into multiculturalism (No. 81) dated 4 April 2011, AFIC pressed for sharia 
law to be introduced into the legal system and further stated:

“But, is it true that Australia will never consider Islamic law?  It seems that in two areas 
namely Islamic finance and halal food, Australian government has been actively involved.” (p. 
5 of submission)

And,

“Halal red meat for export receives an official Halal meat certificate co-signed by AQIS and a 
recognised Islamic organisation.  Halal certificate is a written fatwa and by co-signing the 
halal certificate, it indicates that the Australian government has been already involved in 
Shari’a matters.” (p. 7)

Religious Islamic scholars from around the globe are pushing for a pure Islamic/halal market chain 
including a convergence with Islamic finance.  This is stated in the World Halal Forums time and 
again.  Islamic leaders claim only they can determine what is halal as it is a religious undertaking, an 
‘act of worhsip’.  It is their goal to have every single aspect of the product chain certified.  It has been 
suggested in Islamic forums that, in order to protect the integrity of the halal chain, all employees 
must be Muslim.   In Singapore (15% Muslim), there are certificates given for ‘pure Muslim 
companies’.  In Malaysia (60%  Muslim), the annual food fair, supposedly celebrating all different 
foods of the country, allegedly mandated 90% halal food and separated the halal stalls from the rest 
with a curtain!  (This reportedly had not occurred in previous years.)  In other places there are 
dedicated elevators for halal food.  Rotterdam has a dedicated halal port.  

At what point does the argument end?  How is the Government going to answer to the Australian 
public that it has participated in the establishment of a monopoly over our food supply chain by a 
foreign power/entity (the Ummah)?  How does the government justify it’s endorsing a practice that 
discriminates against Australians who do not want it at every level of the process?



b) Current labelling requirements of food certification schemes

Current requirements are inadequate.  Perhaps this is because usually when a company pays money 
for the right to display a logo such as ‘certified organic’ – they display it.  Why else pay for it?  Is it not 
odd, then, for companies to obtain HC and not advertise this clearly on their labelling?  

Usually there is only one market looking for the logo.  With respect to HC, however, there are at least 
two – those who want it and those who do not.  Neither is being helped when the certificate is paid 
for (over and over again) but not displayed.  Again, what is the real purpose then?

I have observed that there seems to be a lot of confusion in the Muslim chat rooms and with 
different scholars around the world as to whether HC is required.  Many have stated it is actually 
against Islamic doctrine to require, and profit from, a certificate labelling an item halal when their 
god already stated it was so.  Is HC contributing to a generation of young Muslims that are incapable 
of thinking for themselves or making progressive decisions that are appropriate for a modern world?  
At minimum, it appears stressful to many Muslims who feel they may do something wrong by 
feeding their cat the wrong food, for example.  This could potentially leave them vulnerable to the 
wrong influences.  

c) The need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees

According to the ACCC under misleading or deceptive conduct: 

It is illegal for a business to engage in conduct that misleads or deceives or is likely to mislead 
or deceive consumers or other businesses. This law applies even if you did not intend to 
mislead or deceive anyone or no one has suffered any loss or damage as a result of your 
conduct.

It is misleading by omission to not inform consumers if:
a. Money has been paid toward a certifying body  with specific interests by which the 

purchase of the product indirectly funds (in this case Islamic schools and mosques)
b. A religious ritual was performed such as halal slaughter in a society where 98% of the 

population is not Muslim
c. In the production or process of the product – 

i. Exemptions for religious discrimination in hiring were granted, marginalising 
those of other beliefs or non-belief

ii. Employees were required to have indoctrination as to a religious 
requirement and

iii. Input products in the supply chain were also required to have certification 

d) Whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make 
informed purchasing decisions

For all certifications, including heart tick and organic, there needs to be a non-biased government 
approved resource such as a website that provides details as to what the certification adds (ie what 
additional information is gained beyond HACCP and other regulatory requirements already in place), 
who performs the certification, and how money paid in fees is used in order for consumers to make 
an informed choice.  Any logos used should be displayed as well.  The guiding principle should be to 
use plain language as descriptors.  Using one particular religion or ideology’s nomenclature is 
inappropriate and is offensive to some when nonpartisan examples exist.  



Halal is a term Muslims use to describe food that is permissible based on whether any haram items 
are present according to sharia law.  This does not change the food!!!! The public needs to know 
there is no added value if you are not Muslim.  I do not refer to myself as ‘infidel’, ‘kaffir’, 
‘unbeliever’ or even as a ‘non-Muslim’.  To do so would be to identify myself based on someone 
else’s belief system.  I am my own person.  I am an Australian citizen with as much right and no more 
than anyone else.   Halal is a term without meaning to me.  In fact, halal does not exist at all except 
as a term used by followers of Islam.  It is an intangible! It is technically not possible to ‘brand’ halal 
as it is a religious term used to describe food NOT A FOOD ITSELF!!! This is false and misleading 
advertising.  

At the recent Halal Expo in Sydney, for example, halal food was marketed as if it was its own food 
group.  Halal is not its own food group.  At the expo, they advertised halal Thai, halal Italian, halal 
Lebanese and other foods that were fundamentally unchanged from any other.  I can appreciate the 
diversity of international cuisine: Lebanese food, Thai food, Italian food as a cultural dish without a 
religious affiliation.  To claim food called ‘halal’ has value added is incorrect for the 98% of 
Australians who are NOT Muslim.  True, any meat/poultry would have been halal slaughtered, but 
again this does not fundamentally change the chemical/scientific process of muscle to meat.   Halal 
slaughter only makes the meat/poultry permissive to Muslims by incorporating a religious ritual that 
many others find cruel and against their own beliefs.  I have reviewed many HC application checklists 
including that for AGAHP.  These only address religious/ritualistic requirements such as are prayer 
rooms available for Muslim workers.  I could not find mention of any form of scientific, technological 
or health inspection or improvement beyond the strict requirements already established by 
Australian law and Australian Standards.
   
Halal is often portrayed and advertised as ‘healthy’ implying that somehow it is different to other 
similar products when, in most cases, nothing has changed.  Nothing has changed because being 
halal does not alter the product it only ascertains whether pork or alcohol is used.  Claiming halal 
equates to ‘healthy’ is false and misleading as many heavily processed and GMO foods are certified 
halal.  In addition, we are now seeing overtures to substitute the Arabic word Tayyeb for wholesome 
or purity which again does not change any feature of the product.  From the Halal Focus study 
mentioned earlier, I quote “Our notion that Halal encompasses values such as natural, fair trade, 
organic, eco-awareness and sustainability are verging on abstract wishful thinking.  Yes, halal at it 
fullest represents those values.  In practical terms, we are a very long way from that.”  Also, from a 
Fleishman-Hillard report titled ‘The market opportunity of the Muslim world (2012 p. 9)’: “Other 
consumers are seeking Halal food because of its reputation for health and safety benefits and, by 
some interpretations, it more natural, ethical or humane treatment of animals.”  I reiterate – to 
‘brand’ halal as something more or different to that which already exists is deceptive and misleading.

With respect to halal slaughter, claims that it is more ‘ethical’ toward the animal are definitely in 
dispute.  Muslims often claim the meat is ‘healthier’ when this is unsubstantiated.  I quote:  “If the 
blood is ‘completely’ drained from the non-stunned animal (evidenced), then, it logically follows, 
there should be less bacteria compared to stunned animal when the packaged product is on the 
supermarket shelf!  Thus, this becomes a health issue and not a halal issue for dialogue for the 
media, conferences, academic journals, etc.” (http://halalfocus.net/opinion-halal-turning-to-haram ) 
In fact, the opposite has been argued in that halal slaughter leads to much higher hormone levels 
which could actually be unhealthy.  It is known that meat which has been religiously slaughtered is 
sold unlabelled in the domestic market.  If the consumer is unaware of this and cooks the meat rare 
and it is later shown to contribute to disease even remotely – the Government will be liable because 
it is complicit in this deception.  

http://halalfocus.net/opinion-halal-turning-to-haram


e) Details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and the 
potential for these to impact on prices for consumers

When I read through the topics presented at a variety of recent world forums on halal, I did not find 
any mention of helping followers with their religious choices.  The forums concentrated on: 1) 
expanding market share, 2) increasing monetary return, 3) gaining control of the market from other 
regions, 4) how to better ‘brand’ the halal concept, and 5) how to gain acceptance in the ‘non-
muslim’ market.  In other words, HC appears to be purely financially motivated rather than 
answering for a religious need with any religious content directed at the spreading of Islam/sharia 
law. 

Fees for HC are not readily available to the public and when they are quoted, they are done so in 
isolation.  The true cost to the consumer should not be calculated on one quote for one end-product 
as this does not reflect the true cost nor the multi-layered system utilised as described below.   
Additional staff is often required to perform ritual slaughter and/or oversee productions lines in 
order to ensure ‘halal integrity’.   Many reports and forums discussing halal mention increased costs 
in production, logistics and finance unless ‘economies of scale’ can be achieved by attracting the 
mainstream ‘non-Muslim’ market. 

A potential market estimated to be in the trillions of dollars is promised to companies with HC, but 
where will the promised market actually arise from?  The construct behind the HC venture appears 
‘Ponzi*-esque’ in nature, and this has implications as to the true cost to consumers, in that:

1. Tantalizing financial reward is promised
a. businesses have reported being solicited, often repeatedly and heavy handed, by 

certifying companies 
b. businesses have been told their market will expand greatly if the pay for HC
c. claims have been made by certifiers that the ‘halal market’ is a huge trillion 

dollar market with exponential growth over the coming years
2. but the ‘reward’ is only achievable if – (Source: State of the Global Islamic Economy 

2014-2015 Report)
a.  the ‘halal market ‘expands by 

i. obtaining 100% market penetration in OIC countries and  full regulatory 
support for Islamic finance in OIC markets and a 100% Islamic banking 
penetration with Muslims in OIC countries (ie $ numbers promised based 
on an unrealistic ‘optimal scenario’)

ii. acquiring the complete vertical market (ie requires every single input 
into a product, from beginning to end,  to gain its own HC.  Of course, 
each input component will also have its own inputs requiring HC and so 
on.  Thus, each finished product will have layer upon layer of HC behind 
it which multiplies cost of HC many times over)

iii. each product group requires its own certification.  For example, a 
certificate may cover hard lollies but another is required for soft lollies.  

iv. logistics must become HC (importing countries are looking at making this 
a requirement – Malaysia may have already.  The Report includes a 
special section on requiring global logistics – warehousing, marine, land 
and air transportation – to provide halal assurance.)

v. finance must become HC (business will be encouraged to refinance 
under Islamic finance to be considered fully Sharia compliant.  Finance is 
listed as a major percentage of the halal market trillions yet interestingly 
the lack of liquidity in the Islamic market is listed as an obstacle 
currently.  Thus, making it a requirement builds liquidity feeding itself)



vi. all certificates are renewed annually and, it has been reported, some 
meat processing require daily certification with certifiers on site.

b. the ‘halal market’ claims existing markets under their umbrella
i. for example:  the Report states that the term tayyab (wholesome) could 

be applied to products in the organic market (ie take the existing organic 
market, and claim that existing market under the ‘halal market’ heading 
when there is no real increase in customer base – referred to as ‘cross-
over potential’  In the report it is stated that mainstream consumers 
should be targeted as Muslim demand is still not high)

ii. including products naturally halal to Muslims in the $ figure.  For 
example, of imports to OIC, 50% is vegetable products!!! 33% is food 
processing/manufacturing and only 17% is animal and animal products.

iii. Including live animal import to OIC in $ figure (when have not been 
slaughtered as yet obviously) 

c. the ‘halal market’ attracts customers who are not Muslim through misleading 
advertising such as

i. claiming a HC product is ‘healthy, ethical, sustainable’ when in fact 
nothing has been fundamentally altered by obtaining HC in most cases

ii. claiming halal slaughtered meat is ‘healthier and more ethical’ than 
conventional slaughter due to the drainage of all blood as a result of the 
animal still being alive to pump out the blood, but

1. blood is drained in conventional slaughter as well
2. the preference to non-stun so that the struggle of the animal 

causes further blood loss (controversial as some reports find 
there may be less blood loss as blood vessels clamp down)

3. even pre-stunning lasts maybe 30 seconds after which the 
animal is fully aware of its situation, panicked and suffering

4. both pre-stun and no stun would go against the ‘ethical animal 
welfare’ argument halal proponents claim

d. the ‘halal market’ sells halal slaughtered (whether it be considered halal or not) 
meat to unknowing consumers both domestic and abroad to provide 

i. ‘economies of scale’ for the halal labelled market which would be too 
costly otherwise

ii.  a falsely inflated halal market (ie the purchase is included in the ‘halal 
market’ but not actually sought by the consumer)

NOTE: According to Arab News 5April2014, the trade volume of halal products 
worldwide is estimated at 2 trillion dollars of which (only) 700 billion dollars is in the 
Islamic markets.  In fact, a research team at Monash University is studying how to 
better ‘brand’ halal to attract customers who are not Muslim.  

Thus, does the promised fast growing, untapped halal market really exist or is some of it depending 
on businesses/people buying into it.  What is my Australian Government doing to protect my family 
and I from this Ponzi-esque, pyramid like selling scheme?  (*A Ponzi scheme is a fraudulent 
investment scheme where existing investors are paid/promised returns with funds put in by new 
investors.  New investors are attracted by the promised returns when none or part of the profit 
actually exists)



f) The importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and returns 
to producers

Of the 70% total beef and veal that is exported (valued at $5.06 billion per MLA 2013 reports), the 
largest export market is Japan (29%), followed by the US (20%) and South Korea (14%).  Only 3% was 
exported to Indonesia.  (Indonesia comprises a larger portion of the live cattle trade)  The domestic 
meat market makes up only 30% of the total but expenditure was $6.6 billion.   That is more than the 
total export and certainly more than the HC requiring markets. 

 Only 5% of poultry is exported and this is not forecast to change.  YET, roughly 80% of meat and 90% 
of poultry is religiously slaughtered!!!!!  Please explain this concerning reality to the portion of 
Australians who want nothing to do with a religion that is not their own!

A submission was made to the Inquiry into Live Exports (no date provided) by the Halal Certification 
Authority Australia (HCAA) and Halal Global Kind Programme (HGKM) requesting funding to support 
their recommendations in order to provide jobs for aboriginals, regional people and migrants.  The 
recommendations included a) opening more regional abattoirs especially halal abattoirs, b) 
establishing a separate unit to Austrade or MLA to assist in Halal accreditations and c) giving 
subsidies, using public funds, to foreign countries to invest back in Australia!?  Seriously?  Exactly 
how does this benefit locals who are not allowed to work in some positions because they are not 
Muslim!  I do not know if it is a result of this recommendation or coincidental, but in recent years 
many more rural abattoirs began using RS.  I have been told these abattoirs received tax benefits for 
training Muslim slaughtermen.  Is this true?  What purpose would this serve (especially if they do not 
export)?    Is it to improve employment opportunities in favour of one group?  Why are foreign 
workers brought in on visas while members of small struggling towns are marginalised?  This is 
where Australian law, in this case discrimination, must come before preferential religious argument.  
If any of the recommendations were acted upon, the decision record and who made the decision 
should be made public.

It is possible to maintain HC on export meat to, and only to, those countries requiring it by limiting 
the number of abattoirs permitted to perform RS to the specific market and not beyond.  Exemptions 
are given only to serve a specific need yet it is clear that the supply far exceeds demand.  I 
understand that by dumping RS meat unknowingly on the domestic market helps the economies of 
scale for the product actually sold as ‘Halal’, but this is immoral if not illegal.  The government and 
export companies must work within the law.  

With respect to other products, companies will have to weigh up if HC helps or hinders their 
business.  Some companies export to the ME without obtaining HC.  In the Fleishman-Hillard report 
(p. 5) they state:  “The Body Shop, although not a certified Halal brand, is a popular choice among 
consumers because it does not contain animal products and takes a clear stance against animal 
testing.  In the Middle East, The Body Shop is marketed in line with Muslim values without alienating 
other customers.”   Regardless, if a company does obtain HC they must clearly label it, allow 
transparency and let the market decide.  HC must be marked on the label to allow the consumer to 
make a choice if they wish to purchase the product and indirectly contribute to one 
religion/ideology.

g) The extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including, but 
not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any related matters

For any of the certification schemes, open and transparent financials should be available to the 
public.  This should include a list of fees, what the monies collected in fees are used for (specifics not 



generic), what the process entails, and what value is added if any.  Financial records must be open to 
audit by the government.  Furthermore, any tax exempt certification entity must be scrutinized by 
the ATO to determine if the entity performs as stated.  For the religious certifications, this would 
include determining if the entity truly operates to ‘advance religion’ or is actually a business for 
profit.  

On the topic of religious tax status, organisations profiting from religious exemptions while operating 
in a business like fashion within Australia needs a serious overhaul.   If we are to embrace diversity 
and change then the Government needs to recognise the large percentage of Australians who now 
identify as ‘non-belief’.  To exclude them from being able to claim tax benefits for ‘advancing’ their 
belief would be discriminatory.  Commercial undertakings under a very thin veil of religious tax 
exemption are long outdated.  What will happen if all belief/non-belief ‘religions’ claim equal status 
and demand tax exemption for advancing their non-belief ‘religion’?  We would lose our tax base.  If 
the Australian Government has the energy to stringently means test pensioners and veterans it can 
redirect some energy into tax avoiding commercial entities of the swath of religious organisations in 
this country.  As much as I applaud 7th Day Adventist for creating their own food line to serve their 
purposes, I do not feel the Sanitarium line should receive tax benefits other food producers do not 
simply because a religious group developed it.  I do not buy their products for this reason.

Related matters:

A. What role is the government playing in HC and RS?

When asked by several members of the public to intervene and require HC labelling, the government 
responded that HC is a private business matter which it has no jurisdiction over.  Yet, in direct 
contradiction to this there exists government departments within AQIS such as the Australian 
Government Authorized Halal Program (AGAHP) and the Halal Consultative Committee (AHCC).  DAFF 
is engaged in communications with export countries regarding halal certification.  

The government directly supports not only the export of Halal meat but the production and 
regulation of Halal meat through the government department known as the Australian Government 
Authorised Halal Program (AGAHP) in conjunction with AQIS.  As per their guidelines 
(http://www.agriculture.gov.au/export/food/meat/elmer-3/notices/2009/mn09-08 ) 

a. (Section 3 Background)  The Approved Islamic Organisation is responsible for the 
oversight of ‘the slaughterman’s ritual slaughter activities’ and for the ‘religious 
supervision of, and provision of certification for, halal meat production for export’. 
(Thus the Government is fully aware this is a religious/ritualistic slaughter in 
accordance with Islam.)

b. (Section 5 Establishment’s Halal Procedures) ‘Halal meat thus prepared must be 
identified by the presence of an official Australian Government halal stamp on the 
meat and/or on the packaging.’  (Thus the Government participates in the stamping 
of the meat.)

c. (Section 5.4 Product Identification/Halal Stamps) if the integrity of the halal product 
has been lost, it is ‘not necessary to deface the halal mark when product is moving 
into the domestic market, however the “Australia Inspected” mark must be defaced’.  
Moreover, meat ‘which bears an impression of an official halal stamp and which 
arrives at a registered establishment for which there is no approved halal program 
shall not leave that establishment unless the official halal stamp is completely 

http://www.agriculture.gov.au/export/food/meat/elmer-3/notices/2009/mn09-08


defaced or removed.’ (Thus, the Government is fully aware of RS meat entering the 
domestic market and even requires the removal of the halal label in some instances.)

Of note – the costs associated with the running of AGAHP are not listed in the Government’s Meat 
Export Program – AEMIS Cost Recovery Arrangements as far as I could ascertain.

As mentioned earlier, Muslim leaders state the regulation of halal is ‘an act of worship’ and the co-
signing of a HC is enacting Sharia Law!

Either the Government is complicit in ‘advancing’ a religion or the ATO is granting tax exempt 
status to certifiers for ‘advancing religion’ which it should not be?  Which is it?  

Furthermore, the Government should cease and desist in its questionable participation in Sharia law 
by removing itself from involvement in certifying halal meat for export.  It is NOT a role of the 
Government to do so and the Government must distance itself from any action remotely close to 
endorsing Sharia Law.  

B. Human rights

The government has stated that HC is a choice for businesses.  While it is true that businesses have 
the right to obtain HC, the government has the responsibility to protect the human rights of all its 
citizens and thus should require these products to be clearly labelled.  Nearly all meat products in 
Australia are affected but only a fraction is actually labelled.  Only then will the government 
demonstrate support for religious freedom to have HC as well as the right of others to choose to or 
not to purchase with an equal opportunity to be informed.  Upholding these human rights is separate 
from the right of the business to obtain HC.

According to the Australian Human Rights Commission 2011 Report on Freedom of religion and belief 
in 21st Century Australia (p3) – 

The International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) was adopted by the UN in 
1966 and the Australian Government ratified in 1980 which means the Government has 
obligations including ‘to respect and to ensure the civil and political rights of all individuals 
within its jurisdiction’.

a. According to the Human Rights and Equal Opportunity  Commission Inquiry into 
freedom of religion and belief in Australia 1998 (p 87 and as noted) - 

i. ICCPR Art. 2.1 - imposes on states an obligation to uphold all the rights in the 
ICCPR “without distinction of any kind, such as race, colour, sex, language, 
religion,…” and proclaims that ‘no one shall be subject to discrimination by 
any State, institution, group of persons, or person on grounds of religion or 
other beliefs’.

ii. ICCPR Art. 26 - requires that all persons be guaranteed equal and effective 
protection under the law against discrimination “… on any ground such as 
race, colour, sex, language, religion,…”

iii. ICCPR Art. 18 – Everyone shall have the right to freedom of thought, 
conscience and religion.

iv. Art 3 of the Religion Declaration ‘proclaims discrimination on the ground of 
religion or belief ‘an affront to human dignity’ which is to be condemned as a 
violation of fundamental rights and freedoms’.  With discrimination to mean 
“any distinction, exclusion, restriction or preference based on religion or 
belief and having as its purpose or as its effect nullification or impairment 
of the recognition, enjoyment or exercise of human rights and fundamental 



freedoms on an equal basis.”  Further to this, in the Australian Human 
Rights Commission Human Rights Brief No. 3, they further state that “the 
Religion Declaration prohibits unintentional as well as intentional acts of 
discrimination” and “prohibits actions which have a discriminatory effect 
even if in fact they are applied equally to all.”

v. Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission Act 1986 – the 
Commission “has the power to investigate violations of human rights, 
including the right to freedom of religion and belief, where the alleged 
violator is the Commonwealth or an agent of the Commonwealth or the 
violation occurs under a Commonwealth enactment”. (p 88)

vi. Racial Discrimination Act 1975 – the “RDA arguably covers discrimination on 
the basis of religion in certain circumstances as indirect racial discrimination.  
Indirect discrimination occurs when a practice or policy purports to treat 
everyone in the same manner but in effect disadvantages a higher 
proportion of people from a particular racial or ethnic group and is not 
reasonable in the circumstances.  The indirect race discrimination provision 
of the RDA makes discrimination on the basis of religion unlawful when the 
discriminatory act or practice disadvantages an ethno-religious group 
disproportionately.  The term ‘ethnic origin’ has been interpreted broadly…” 
(p 89)  (Note– technically everyone is part of an ethnic group.  Add a religion 
or belief and one can make the argument that all belong to an ethno-
religious group of some sort.)

vii. Additional comments made by the Inquiry include:
1. “The basic right of all Australians to realise their full potential and 

participate fully in society can only be achieved when all Australians, 
whatever their backgrounds, receive equality of opportunity and 
treatment in all areas of life.” (p87)

2. “Freedom of religion and beliefs is a fundamental human right which 
every person is entitled to enjoy.  Discrimination against a person on 
the basis of religion or belief infringes the full enjoyment of that 
right.” (p 105)

3. With reference to Exemptions – “not appropriate in public life where 
the state has a much clearer role in ensuring that people do not 
exercise their rights in a manner that infringes unduly upon the 
rights and freedoms of others and that all people have basic 
guarantees of physical integrity, equality of opportunity and freedom 
from discrimination and injustice.” (p 108)

The Government is legally required to treat all religions and beliefs equally, including the option of 
not having a religious belief.  Given the above, the Government must ensure that not only are Halal 
and Kosher meals available, but that RS Free foods (that is NOT religiously slaughtered regardless of 
halal status) are also served in all government offices and public places such as school, hospitals, 
museums, public servant offices and Defence.  Given that currently most of the meat/poultry is RS, 
this cannot be guaranteed at the moment.  In addition, there must be available non HC products for 
those of other beliefs who do not wish to subsidise Islam.  (The good news is that this would also 
support small Australian businesses over larger multinational corporations.)  This Committee now 
has the opportunity to acknowledge this oversight and remedy it.



C. Protecting the rights of workers

With respect to the rights of employees in companies with HC, the government must ensure their 
rights are protected in the workplace.  This includes protecting the rights of people of other religions 
or non-beliefs.  If Muslim employees are accorded religious consideration by having prayer rooms 
available if possible, the same respect must be given to those who wish to wear a cross on a necklace 
or enjoy ‘non halal’ food.  Some companies have posted signs ( later removed second to complaints 
made) that state it is prohibited to bring non halal food onto the premise.  A policy such as this is a 
One-Way sign down Consideration Avenue.  It is discriminatory and against those employees human 
rights.  Additionally it discriminates against pork farmers.  Schools should not ban pork products just 
because Muslim students attend.  Hindus and Buddhists sit on planes serving beef as do strict 
vegans.  If the argument of ‘avoiding offence’ is to be used then we should all eat vegetarian.  At 
least then beef farmers would be discriminated against equally to pork farmers.  

A lesson we should be aware of is that in the U.S., according to IFANCA, HC companies will need to 
have an Integrated Halal Assurance System to compliment other quality systems such as HACCP.  One 
of the requirements is to have a trained Halal Committee which, among other duties, will be 
responsible for halal training of staff.  An article titled World Halal Summit: Importance of Corporate 
in-House Training (April 2015), quotes the Chairman of the Halal Committee at Nestle Manufacturing, 
Mr. Yusoff as stating that Nestle worldwide just ‘recently introduced ethics-based training to extend 
their scope beyond Halal certification, to also instil  the good values of Islam.  This, he notes, can 
really help boost the morale of employees’.  A policy such as this comes very close, if not crosses the 
line to religious indoctrination and employees should not be coerced into religious training in order 
to keep their job.  

What protections are in place to ensure Australian employees do not have to choose between 
incorporating a religion that is not theirs into their workplace and losing their job?

D. Favoured status promoting one religion/ideology

A word on Islamic finance as it is an extension of the proposed ‘global halal/ Islamic economy’.  Islam 
is not the only religion to shun usury.  If the Australian Tax Office enacts changes to the tax system (ie 
modifies law) in order to accommodate supposed religious requirements (many scholars disagree 
with this need) of one religion and uses terminology specific to that and only that religion, the 
government would promote one religion and discriminate against other religions or beliefs/non-
beliefs.  This would go against the human rights of all others.  To be fair and equitable to all 
Australians, if the ATO finds that new financial instruments are warranted, these should be marketed 
generically and made available to all.  There should not be an association with any one religion as this 
would preclude some of other religions/beliefs from partaking and would thus go against Article 3 of 
the Religion Declaration which Australia signed on to. 

According to the Fleischman-Hillard report (p. 15) Islamic finance products must “be approved by a 
Shariah committee consisting of an independent panel of scholars and experts who are appointed by 
the financial institution.  This committee issues fatwas on whether the product is in line with Islamic 
law.”  If the Government is true to its word, then Islamic banking cannot be in Australia as it is Sharia 
Law. 

According to Sec 116 of the Constitution, the Commonwealth shall not make any law for ‘establishing 
any religion’ with the High Court historically  defining ‘establishment’ as, "the erection and 
recognition of a State Church, or the concession of special favours, titles, and advantages to one 
church which are denied to others”.   To say other beliefs are not denied to others is incorrect if a 
bank product is linked to one religion in name and enactment.  



Banks can offer a generic product suitable for Muslims.  Banks should be required to offer these 
products under a generic name, clearly outlining the characteristics in plain language and allow all 
Australians to enjoy what be a better tax product.  A bank may tailor a product to a broad target 
market such as alcohol free, gambling free +/- pork free but without a religious affiliation.  If a 
religion would like to research a product to determine its adequacy they can do so at their own 
expense and inform their followers accordingly.  Banks would thus reach a broader market, anyone 
in the public can utilise the product, the ATO would not discriminate and the religious requirements 
would be answered for.

E. Everything is inter-related!  

In my work, I would need to look at all possible scenarios to forecast potentially disastrous 
consequences of any action or inaction.  For example, the recent drop in Indonesia’s quota for live 
cattle was known to be on the horizon but how well was it factored in?  How dependent is the 
Australian economy on the whims of other countries?  As in S&P’s rating of companies, one must 
take into account what is a reliable market not just a profitable market.  It is known that the OIC 
countries would like to be more self-reliant in their food/product market and to have only Muslims 
involved with halal.  At the same time, they rely on the purchasing power of those that are not 
Muslim to add liquidity to the halal market.  They have expressed this openly. To this end OIC 
countries are buying land in Australia to produce halal, demanding halal logistics and refinancing with 
Islamic finance to be fully sharia compliant while at the same time ‘branding’ halal to attract a wider 
market.  Will it soon be certification for Muslim owned and operated companies similar to 
Singapore?  Is it moving toward Muslim only workers to retain ‘purity’?  OIC countries are already 
discussing adding ‘halal logistics’ in its import criteria.  How far down this road to you want to go?  

Should this be considered a long-term reliable market?  Compare this to Australia’s established larger 
markets such as the USA.  The demand for hamburger meat is not likely to wane anytime soon.  
According to Export News Beef Central 22 April 2015, the US is again the largest beef importer in the 
world, mostly for ground beef used in hamburger production.  Americans think favourably about 
Australia so they are unlikely to seek an alternate supplier.  Is the scramble to jump on the halal 
gravy train putting this market at risk?  

Consider the following scenario.  The Americans love Aussies.  When they see ‘100% Aussie beef’ 
they are likely to buy.  At the moment, Americans assume that 100% Aussie would mean 
conventional slaughter.  Why would they think otherwise?  Americans have shown they are 
passionate about the ethics surrounding their food supply and are angry when they find out they 
have been deceived.  What will happen when more Americans learn they are being given a religiously 
slaughtered meat without their knowledge?  That 100% Aussie really means, with a few exceptions, 
halal slaughter?  They may cry foul and they may cry loud.  It took only one lawsuit for McDonalds to 
stop selling products declared ‘halal’ in the U.S. when a consumer found out that it was not.  Imagine 
if millions of Americans decided to bring a lawsuit for being sold religiously slaughtered meat when 
they thought they were buying conventional RS free meat.  The trust would be broken and this 
market could shut down quickly.  Now, as I alluded to, everything is inter-related.  If the Government 
signs a Free Trade Agreement, and like the highly controversial TPP, it includes the ‘investment lost’ 
clause what would this mean?  Potentially, the large Brazilian owned abattoirs in Australia could lose 
business and sue the Australian Government!!!!  Far -fetched??  Not really.

If this Government does not consider how deals in the global economy and treaties with foreign 
governments can give over enormous power to those foreign governments and large corporations – 
it could be disastrous to this country and the Government would be accountable.  



With so many questions surrounding the authenticity/intention/legitimacy of HC, I look to this 
inquiry to provide answers.

IT IS MY WILL THAT THIS INQUIRY:

It is my will, as a citizen of Australia that the inquiry looks into and provides detailed answers to each 
of the following questions.  These are questions most frequently asked, and there for a concern to 
millions, in my research.

1) What protections are in place to prevent a scenario such as the one given above from 
occurring?

2) Is HC a financial scheme and are elements of it fraudulent as per TOR #5?

3) Can the government prove that zakat paid on wealth earned through HC product purchases, 
including finance, does not go toward activities that are against Australia in either violent or 
societal jihad?

As per sharia law and Islamic websites regarding zakat:  “Zakat can be given in the path of 
Allah.  By this is meant to finance a Jihad effort in the path of Allah, not for Jihad for other 
reasons.  The fighter (mujahid) will be given as salary what will be enough for him.  If he 
needs to buy arms or some other supplies related to the war effort, Zakat money should be 
used provided the effort is to raise the banner of Islam.” (source: 
www.missionislam.com/knowledge/zakat.htm) 

If the government cannot establish beyond a reasonable doubt that this does not occur on 
wealth gained through HC, then we must consider it possible.

4) Are abattoirs given a tax benefit/exemption by performing religious slaughter and/or training 
halal slaughtermen?  Do 457 visa holders cycle through as a revolving door gaining access to 
Australia through this mechanism?

5) Please explain to the Australian public why more than 80% of poultry is halal slaughtered 
when only 5% is exported and even this is to countries not requiring halal.  A single Muslim 
owned chicken processing plant (Fresh Poultry) has been quoted as saying that it alone 
provides enough authentic halal chicken for Muslim Australians.  In fact, they rely on “60% of 
its business coming from non-Muslim clients”. (muslimvillage.com when halal becomes 
haram more taqwa is needed 2013) added that they needed to sell to others as well to make 
up the market. Similarly, why is the majority of meat halal slaughtered when again, the 
largest Export countries (Japan, USA, S. Korea and now China) do not require halal? 

6) Is taxpayer money used to fund the Australian Government Authorised Halal Program 
(AGAHP)?  If so how much?  What is the legality of AGAHP and does it promote sharia law?

AGAHP reportedly exists to assist Export yet costs incurred are not listed in the 
Government’s Meat Export Program – AEMIS Cost Recovery Arrangements fee list that I 
could find.

7) If the government establishes and operates a government department with government 
employees that is ‘advancing a religion’, how is it not deemed to be assisting in the 
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establishment of a religion?  Muslim leaders have stated that the regulation of Halal is ‘an act 
of worship’ and is enacting sharia law.  Sec 116 states the Commonwealth shall not make any 
law for ‘establishing any religion’ with the High Court historically  defining ‘establishment’ as, 
"the erection and recognition of a State Church, or the concession of special favours, titles, 
and advantages to one church which are denied to others”.     By granting more exemptions 
than needed for RS, the domestic market is flooded with RS meat/poultry and it is difficult to 
source RS free.  This is clearly creating a situation that is ‘imposing any religious observance’ 
resulting in ‘prohibiting the free exercise of any religion’.  How is this not against Sec 116 of 
the Constitution?

8) Halal certifiers are given tax exemptions based on ‘advancing religion’.  Either, the 
government is directly participating in the advancing of a religion or the certifying companies 
should lose their tax exempt status.  Which is it?

9) How does the government justify knowingly, as per the government’s own regulations 
(www.agriculture.gov.au/export/food/meat), placing religiously slaughtered meat into the 
domestic market without informing consumers?  What does the government say to those 
whose religion/beliefs they have knowingly denigrated only to satisfy the needs of another 
religion?  

10) Please investigate to what extent the major grocery store chains are involved.  Do they 
receive any monies for selling RS meat that is unlabelled to the public?  

11) How does the government justify providing anti-discrimination exemptions to abattoirs 
beyond what is needed to serve the religions demand? 

 Religious adherence exemptions do not and should not apply when supply far exceeds 
demand.  How does the government address the public and meatworkers in particular who 
have been marginalised?

12) How does the Government justify selling halal slaughtered meat unlabelled to foreign 
markets which do not require it?  

From my research it appears the public in countries receiving halal slaughtered Australian 
meat are unaware as well.  This is because the halal slaughtered meat did not meet 
standards to receive the halal stamp or the stamp has been removed by the Australian 
Government or in the destination country prior to distribution.  When these foreign markets 
learn the truth, how is the Government going to explain that it was willing to deceive them in 
order to satisfy the requirements of one religion?  How will the government answer to the 
Australian public if the largest meat export markets are lost because of this deception?

13) Is it true that government departments require companies to be HC to supply products?  

I have read comments from small companies stating the only reason they obtained HC was 
because that the rules in the government departments established HC as a purchasing 
decision – that they only paid for the logo to sell to those government departments.  Others 
have commented on websites that they requested conventional slaughtered meals in a 
public hospital but were informed all food was halal compliant (thus halal slaughtered).  Is 
this true?  Again, what do you say to those citizens whose religion/beliefs have been ignored 
only to cater to one religion yet again?



14) Please clarify, do all governmental departments and public places (museums, schools, 
airports, Defence and other departments, AIS etc) supply meal options that are religious 
slaughter  free (ie conventional slaughter used)?  I am aware AIS changed the wording on 
their dining hall menu from “all meals are Halal compliant” to “halal is available on request”, 
but if meals still contain religious slaughtered meat, regardless if considered halal or not, 
how is this not violating the rights of people holding other beliefs as per:

a. ICCPR Art.2.1
b. ICCPR Art. 26 
c. ICCPR Art. 18 
d. Art 3 of the Religion Declaration
e. Racial Discrimination Act 1975 as covered under indirect racial discrimination

AIS would likely have received a large number of complaints to warrant a change in wording.  Does 
this not highlight that many people, once they are aware, do not want HC and/or RS products!  As 
more people become aware of the extent of HC and RS in their lives, resentment will grow.  How will 
it look if this Committee does not act appropriately to address this issue and make changes?

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

1) Create an open labelling system to address many needs.  For example, use a numbering 
system where 1 = gluten free, 2 = alcohol free process,  3 = pork free (as helps Jewish 
consumers as well), 4 = RS Free (meaning gelatine sourced from non-ritually slaughtered 
meat), 5 = nut free environment.  Then, a person learns the combination they need such 
as 1,3,5 for an observing Jew with gluten and nut allergies.  This would help more people 
such as those with medical conditions.  As there would not be a religious affiliation 
everyone could buy the product.  The companies would be happy as a system such as 
this takes less space on the label lowering costs.   At minimum, establish the government 
website to explain food certification schemes and pertinent information.  Any company 
obtaining HC for any product should be required to list for a complete and thorough 
reference that the public can use in making choices.  This makes good business sense and 
is FAIR TO ALL!

2) RS FREE meals and HC FREE options must be made available in all government offices 
and public places including schools, hospitals, museums, airports, and civil servant and 
Defence buildings.  Meals sourced from RS FREE abattoirs must be labelled as such to 
assure the consumer that requires RS Free (not just HC free) meat/poultry.   Then, the 
option of religious free food and religious food is available which protects everyone’s 
human rights and is FAIR TO ALL!

3) Limit the number of meat abattoirs performing RS to only those that export to Muslim 
countries.  The large exporters can perform RS at one plant and conventional slaughter 
at other plants for export to USA, China etc.  There is absolutely no reason to have all 
plants halal as the supply far exceeds demand!  For the domestic market, there exists 
export/import companies than could supply the 2% of the population in Australia.  The 
government does have the ability to implement this by limiting the number of 
exemptions for no-stun and pre-stun abattoirs.  The government also has the ability to 
limit exemptions for discrimination due to religious adherence (ie Muslim slaughtermen) 
as well as limiting 457 visas for this position.  Thus, workers – especially in small towns – 
who are not Muslim will not be marginalised.  This protects everyone’s human rights and 
is FAIR TO ALL!



4) With respect to poultry, there exists already a processing plant that does hand slaughter 
halal (Fresh Poultry in Sydney) to more than provide for the 2% of the domestic 
population.  Export is roughly 5% and to mostly non-Muslim countries.  Thus, the 
majority of chicken processing plants should not be halal and should not be given 
exemptions by the Government.  Then, workers that are not Muslim are not 
discriminated against and their human rights are addressed.  This is FAIR TO ALL! 

5) The Government must not participate directly in religion.
a. With respect to halal meat exports – Islamic leaders claim the ‘regulation’ of 

halal is an act of worship.  AFIC has stated the Government is participating in 
Sharia Law by signing HC.  Thus, the legality of AGAHP and AHCC needs to be 
investigated.  If the Government feels these departments do not advance 
religion, then the tax exempt status of the business (ie HC) cannot apply and the 
taxpayer must not support it.  Any costs must be a user pay fee in the AEMIS 
Cost Recovery schedule.  This is FAIR TO ALL!

b. The ATO must not give privilege to one religion by changing tax laws to suit 
religious requirements.  Many religions write against usury.  If the ATO feels a 
new loan and other banking arrangements are warranted, then the ATO and 
banks must use a generic term.  If any financial instrument is affiliated with a 
religion it, and therefore the ATO and Government, discriminates against all 
other beliefs and violates human rights.  The banks can still offer selective 
investment plans such as alcohol, gambling and pork free as many customers 
would like this – so long as it was not affiliated with a religion.  If one religion 
needs to investigate if it is suitable for its own followers it can do so at its own 
expense and recommend it.  This is FAIR TO ALL!

6) The government must safeguard employees in companies that choose to be HC.  It is 
important to ensure employees are not subjected to a religion beyond knowing basic 
facts and rules pertaining to their job.  They should not be prevented from following 
their own belief system such as wearing a necklace with a cross or eating ham 
sandwiches for example.  The company must provide RS Free and HC Free food in the 
canteen for those employees who cannot or choose not to eat RS/HC food.  They should 
not be required to learn about the religion in any form.  Accommodating for other beliefs 
in a HC business is no different than businesses in general providing a prayer room.  This 
respects everyone’s human rights and is FAIR TO ALL!

CONCLUSION:

As previously stated, with respect to religious certification it is more than just a logo.  This issue deals 
with a basic necessity of life (food supply chain), integrity of the country’s financial system, the 
human rights of its citizens, large multi-national corporations and foreign countries.  In a global 
economy, religious certification is just part of a larger picture.  The Government needs to act 
responsibly in many areas to fulfil its duty of care to protect its citizens and to protect the 
sovereignty of this nation.  Perhaps it is beyond the scope of this inquiry, but I ask the Committee to 
consider the broader context.  With respect to religious certification and the global economy please 
consider the following:

 It is responsible to work with the global community on issues, but irresponsible to sign a 
binding document with the UN where other countries dictate to us how to achieve set 
goals. (For example the Post 2015 Development Agenda) 

 It is responsible to enter into Trade Agreements, but irresponsible to include clauses in these 
that would allow large corporations to sue our government on business related matters.  
(For example the TPP)



 It is responsible to encourage foreign investment, but irresponsible to sell, rather than lease, 
our land to other countries.  (For example the selling of agricultural land)

 It is responsible to welcome diversity into Australia, but irresponsible to favour one group at 
the cost of everyone else.  It is reprehensible to sell out the Australian public for profit.  (RE 
Halal Certification)

This inquiry deals directly with the latter issue of course, but all are inter-related in the global 
market.  

At least one HC company in Australia has referred to this Inquiry as a sham.  This Committee has the 
opportunity to prove him wrong and do the right thing.  Every one of the Committee members has 
the opportunity to demonstrate a commitment to ALL of the people in this country first and 
foremost.  There are millions of people following this inquiry from around the world.  The 
information is available to the Committee members and they, as well as the Government, will be 
held to account or its action or inaction.

In summary, I ask of the Government to address the questions posed and to undertake to:

1) Treat everyone with the same dignity and respect by including HC free and RS free 
options in all government departments/public places.

2) Require clear labelling to answer for the religious needs not only of Muslim customers 
looking for the logo, but all other religions/beliefs who do not wish to partake.  Even 
better, to establish a labelling system that would incorporate medical and other dietary 
concerns as well.

3) Ensure, through legislation, that HC does not now or in the future if/when more and 
more requirements are placed on companies that result in 

a. Employees being coerced into religious training against their own beliefs or lose 
their job

b. Australian workers being marginalised in favour of one and only one religion 
beyond what is required to serve a need.

4) Ensure the government is not directly or indirectly enacting legislation that promotes 
one religion above others or worse, promote a foreign law by allowing Islamic (sharia) 
finance, Islamic (sharia) arbitration courts and/or being directly involved in establishing 
and regulating religious slaughter.

5) Uphold Australian law established to protect its citizens including those from any 
religion, even if claims of ‘cultural sensitivities’.   This is done for children of Jehovah 
Witness requiring blood transfusions and thus the government is required to overrule 
any religion if religious practice is contrary to Australian law – end of story

As is my DUTY, as an Australian citizen, I may send letters to the Governor General and appropriate 
Ministers informing them of my WILL to address the issues listed in this submission. 

I look forward to reading the Inquiry findings when published.

If not answered satisfactorily, I reserve the right to seek a response through the Human Rights and 
Equal Opportunity Commission Act 1986 at a later date. 

Thank you for the Committee’s time and for reading and acknowledging this submission.  The 
Government draws is authority from the will of the people.  This submission serves as the expression 
of my will on this topic.
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SUBMISSION TO SENATE INQUIRY REGARDING THIRD PARTY FOOD CERTIFICATION SCHEMES AND CERTIFIERS IN 
AUSTRALIA

1 The extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not limited to, schemes 
related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and general food safety certification schemes.
The population of Australia deserves accurate and monitored food certification schemes as many people have 
food allergies, views on what type of food they want to consume, and many different religious beliefs.  Foods 
that contain gluten can be devastating for Coeliacs; foods that contain nuts can be fatal for those with peanut 
allergies; some people do not wish to consume genetically modified foods; others wish to purchase only organic 
foods; and others do not wish to purchase or consume foods, goods and services that do not conform to their 
religion, ie halal certified. All food needs to have noted on its labelling where it is grown and where it is 
packaged.   Often this does not happen.  Take the recent issue with frozen berries grown in China, for example.  
We need to know what foods are grown in third world countries and where these foods are processed and 
packaged, and the new food labelling for source of ingredients, goes some way to advising on this.  

2. Current labelling requirements of food certification schemes
Whilst many of these schemes have a logo that is displayed, foods with halal certification very often do not 
display the halal logo.   As a Christian I do not wish to purchase or consume anything that has been blessed by 
any other religion.   Whilst I respect the rights of every person’s views and religion, I do not wish to be forced to 
buy something that is against my religion.  Therefore food labeling of food certification schemes must be 
mandatory and visible.
   

3. The need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees.
Products that are approved by the Heart Foundation, or are Kosher, or Organic, suitable for Coeliacs etc, are all 
suitably labelled.  However, so many companies who produce food, goods and services that are halal certified, 
do not display any logo on their products or their websites or media information, so the public is not informed.   
It is our democratic right as Australians to know where food, goods and services come from so we can decide if 
we wish to purchase these.   The lack of labelling on products, goods and services that pay for halal certification 
impacts on consumer choice, and is discriminatory. 

4. Whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make informed purchasing 
decisions.
Current schemes certainly do not provide much information when it comes to halal certification products, goods 
and services.   It is almost as if companies do not want the public to know that they have gone down this route, 
and therefore are lying by default to consumers.

5. Details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturors, and the potential for these 
to impact on prices for consumers. 
The fees that companies have to pay should be made public for whatever certification they have.    The Heart 
Foundation are a not for profit organization and all fees cover expenses to keep the Foundation running.  
http://www.heartfoundation.org.au/information-for-professionals/heart-foundation-tick/Pages/tick-facts.aspx.   
Kosher certification is flat fee pricing based on the complexity of the product and is not linked to sales volume 
http://www.sealk.org/kosher-certification-cost/. 

However companies paying for halal certification have to sign a contract/non-disclosure statement that stops 
them talking about what fees they have paid.   If this was an open and accountable certification, the fees 
payable would be available online to everyone to see and if not, at least those companies who had taken out the 
halal certification would be open about what it has cost them.  It all seems very underhand and a scam.   Any 

http://www.heartfoundation.org.au/information-for-professionals/heart-foundation-tick/Pages/tick-facts.aspx
http://www.sealk.org/kosher-certification-cost/


costs involved in manufacturing a product and its distribution is going to be included in the calculations when a 
company is setting its prices, so it can only be assumed that the costs of halal certification are part of this 
calculation and therefore is passed onto the unsuspecting consumer.  At a time when the cost of living is rising, 
it is unfair and inequitable to expect consumers to pay for something they do not want or need, or have no idea 
that they are funding.

6. The importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and returns to producers. 
If companies need to have halal certification to sell to foreign markets, then the cost of that certification should 
be borne by the part of the business that wishes to sell to muslim countries, and should not be passed onto the 
general unsuspecting Australian public.   After all only 2% of the population of Australia is muslim, so why should 
the 98% of the rest of Australians be forced have to pay the certification fee for halal when they do not need or 
require it.

7. The extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including, but not limited to, 
certification processes, fees and financial records; and any related matters.   
When it comes to Halal Certification, it would appear that there is no transparency about costs to companies 
paying for certification; no transparency about where the fees from this are directed; and no transparency on 
financial records at all.   
I am extremely concerned about where the profits from this ubiquitous charge is going.   There appears to be no 
accountability for the companies who provide this certification.   Indeed it appears that many of these so called 
companies are actually listed as charities, and as such do not even pay tax in Australia.   In fact, Mr Mohammed 
El Mouelhy, so called “Chairman” of Halal Certification Authority Australia, is even on record on TV 
(Today/Tonight 7.3.2012) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zZbC0zPoX2I proudly and smugly stating that 
halal certification fees make him a millionaire and keep his wife in shoes, and that there is nothing the Australian 
public can do about it.  If the Halal Certification Authority Australia is a registered charity, he should not be 
making a personal profit.

CONCLUSION:

Initially when I started to research food certification, but specifically halal certification, I just thought it would be simple 
to avoid any product that displayed the halal certification logo and therefore it wouldn’t affect me.    Further 
investigation showed that the majority of products, goods and services paying the halal certification fee do not even use 
the label, so the consumer is left not knowing what they are buying or supporting financially.   There needs to be some 
legislation that ensures companies who pay for any certification, but specifically religious certification, should 
prominently display the label on their website and their product packaging.   Muslims do not need to have this paid 
certification as they just have to pray over any food they eat, just as Christians say Grace before a meal.  Indeed it wasn’t 
until the late 1970’s/early 1980’s when halal certification started to creep into being.  I do also find it quite ludicrous 
that items like pet food, baby food/formula, toilet paper, feminine sanitary items, logistic companies etc, have halal 
certification, which just confirms my view that the whole halal certification scheme is a scam to swindle money out of 
unsuspecting Australian consumers.

Which leads me to question why so many companies feel that they need to have this certification in the first place.    
According to the last census, there are just 2% of the population of Australia who are Muslim, so that leaves 98% of the 
rest of us, be we Christian, Jew, Catholic, Hindu, Buddhist, Athiest, Agnostic etc – so why should the majority of the 
Australian population be subjected to this ludicracy just to please Muslims, who are in the minority in Australia.

Australia is a free and democratic country and it is only right that every one of us should be able to freely follow 
whichever religion we choose and make informed decisions on how we spend our money.  The lack of transparency in 
halal certification and the lack of clear prominent mandatory labelling on the majority of products, goods and services 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zZbC0zPoX2I


covered by halal certification is impacting on informed consumer choice and means that the unsuspecting public is 
paying to support a religion that is not of their own. 

The inhumane way that Muslims ritually slaughter their meat is a whole other issue and there needs to be further in 
depth and unbiased investigations into this, and also why over 80% of Abattoirs in Australia slaughter in this despicable 
manner and only employ Muslims.   Surely that is discriminatory under employment law alone?   

My final comment is my dis-satisfaction over the person who has been appointed as Chair of this Senate Inquiry, a 
person who is a Muslim and who voted against the Inquiry in the first instance.   This is a conflict of interest in the 
highest possible degree, and it leads me to be skeptical about the effectiveness of the Inquiry.   I look forward to be 
proven wrong in my view, and charge all persons sitting on this Inquiry to be honest and fair minded when considering 
all submissions and evidence, and not to let their personal views colour their decisions.
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To Whom It May Concern,

After learning of what has been happening in recent times I have chosen to express my 
concern about the third party certification of food.

Firstly, I would like to address that if a third party is to certify how food is made or prepared 
it shouldn’t be a fragmented situation. If food is to be certified for one method of preparation, 
I feel that the management of this certification should be carried out in a smooth and efficient 
manner by a single body. One body.

Why have multiple bodies for one method?

The reason I believe that having one body for third party certification is to serve as a means 
of preventing confusion. Should the industry be one united entity, the result would enable 
customers to identify the food in question. In domestic supermarkets one singular logo or 
certification to search for would be easier than having to search for various logos, stickers or 
other means to verify how something is prepared.

This brings me to my next point. Identifying which food has been prepared in a certain way.
At this point in time there has been trouble in knowing whether the cattle of our red meat 
were slaughtered in the traditional Australian manner or what the Islamic people call ‘halal’, 
a religious slaughter.

Should a third party be left responsible for the certification of ‘halal’ and other methods of 
preparation, the use of a singular form for all identification would be a great benefit for all 
people. To reduce confusion and disagreement amongst people such as those sharing the 
same roof, this singular form of mandatory certification would need to be visible. Some 
products currently display identification while other products don’t, leaving people unsure of 
what they are purchasing.

Businesses selling foods ranging from water to baked goods to confectionary are paying on-
going fees for ‘halal’ certification for this reason.

Some foods by their very nature do not require certification for preparation methods such as 
‘halal’, making inclusion of a chosen logo pointless and frivolous expenditure. Baked goods, 
cereals, creams, milks, confectionary, honey, water. The list could go on, but I understand 
you’re a busy person.

Factors to consider for identifying a product naturally include expenses to pay for 
certification. Businesses that wish to have their products approved for ‘halal’ are charged an 
ongoing fee, which the businesses would pass onto the customers by increasing the prices 
charged to the citizens of Australia. At the end of the line of this price increase carries over to 
Australia’s citizens, who a fair number of are already financially challenged.

Why increase financial pressure on all for the benefit of a few?

Do they want to pay the increased prices for an unknown reason?

What if the method of preparation is against the customers’ personal and religious beliefs?



Everyone is entitled to their own beliefs and culture as long as it complies with Australian 
Common and Criminal laws.

Hindu refuse to eat cow; Islam refuse to eat pork; the Jewish refuse to eat anything not 
Kosher or ‘fit’.
So what do they do? They don’t buy the products that clash with their culture. However the 
situation isn’t as simple as that. Have you considered that others do not desire to eat ‘halal’ 
meats, but have no choice?

I remember the good old saying “What they don’t know won’t hurt them.” Right? Not quite. 
The lack of clear certification has taken away our choices, and some of the more religiously-
inclined have foregone red meat altogether because they can’t find a supplier who can say 
‘We sell non-halal meat as well’ while others provide no clear ‘Yes’ or ‘No’ answer.

Religiously prepared food in this country should be the choice to seek out, not the 
replacement as it has become. It belongs in the speciality aisle along with other foods such as 
those for special dietary needs. Religiously prepared meat should never be served in public 
places without being fully disclosed and clearly advertised. Our choice has been effectively 
removed without our consent.

Vegetarian meals and products are clearly labelled. Lactose and glucose free products are 
also labelled. So why not have a single third party use a single form of certification for 
domestically sold products? I understand that other countries have different standards for 
‘halal’, but we are talking about Australia. One country. One form of certification.

Vegetarians; vegans, lactose and glucose intolerant people, organic-only consumers, Jewish 
have Kosher. These groups have certification, so why not have certification for ‘halal’ foods 
in a way that benefit both the Islamic and non-Islamic peoples? Clear the confusion so the 
Muslims can have their red meat their way and others, such as myself, can consume non-halal 
red meat our way.

Multicultural. Choice.

Please remove the fog and give choice to everyone. Halal, non-halal alike.

Kind Regards 
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We need to remove the halal label that some are making a fortune out 
of.  Simply mark food H for halal and manfacture it and place in a 
seperate part of the store just for halal food.  Make the user that 
needs it pay for any certification.
I dont believe in the way meat is slaghtered it is against my 
religion to torture animals.  This halal label on food at the minute 
is simply a rort making money for some on the unsuspecting 
Australian public.  It needs to stop enough is enough
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Submission to the Senate inquiry into Food Certification.

LABELLING.

 The current labelling of certified food is NOT adequate at all, it does not give the 
consumers enough information to make an informed choice. Companies that pay 
certification or are genetically modified and do not display the fact, are deceiving the 
consumers, they are not being truthful, open and honest about their product
. Food should be clearly labelled as being certified with a standard easily 
recognisable symbol for each type of certification in large type of the front of the 
packaging.
 A large standard simple “O” for organic, “K” for kosher, “H” for halal and “GMO” for 
the genetic modified food shouldn’t be too expensive for the companies to have 
printed on their labels. Stickers could be attached with the relevant symbol during a 
time of change over to new packaging. 
.

COST TO CONSUMERS.

That companies absorb these costs, that I do not believe at all.
I have seen a couple of products that have been marked as being certified by more 
than one Halal certifier and having 2 Halal logos on the packaging. Besides those 
that are kosher and halal certified that means at least 2 fees were paid.
In regards to cost to consumers, well even if it worked out to be 1/10th of a cent per 
item, that adds up to a lot of money over the period of a year for an average families 
food bill. With items that have multiple ingredients to make the finished item this 
would especially increase the cost, if all the ingredients in the each item are also 
certified as well as the end product.
There are now also non food items that are now being certified by one type of 
certification.  Shampoos, toilet paper, plastic knives and forks, the list of items is 
growing every day.
Why is this being allowed to happen, it can’t all be for export.
That some of the certifying organisations are classified as charities, with the dollar 
amount, that is raised from certifying apparently being tax free.
A charitable donation is something that a person gives freely of their own accord, in 
regards to what is raised from a certification scheme through any item that I have 
purchased, is not money that I have freely given but a forced donation.
These charities also always seem to have their hands out for more money.
Since learning the cost of the Heart Foundation tick, which I very naively thought was 
earned and seeing the tick on a product that I view as being not very healthy. I no 
longer donate any money to the Heart Foundation.

EXPORTS

We have always been told that due to our quarantine regulations, that Australia has 
the best meat and produce around as it is safe. Our health regulations in our food 
industry would have to be one of the best in the world.
Why then are we allowing countries to dictate that they won’t buy our produce if it 
hasn’t been certified or killed in a certain manner?
Who are our biggest buyers of our meat products?



What would happen to our exports if some of the countries suddenly decide they do 
NOT want products that have been Halal certified?
For a few years I have wondered why the meat I bought at the supermarket was 
tough and horrible. I thought maybe the best stuff goes overseas. After changing 
where I buy my meat from it is now great back to the way I remember meat should 
be, nice and tender. It is killed the old way by the full stun method, I like my meat 
dead with no chance of being aware of pain before they cut it up and I find it very 
offensive to have someone say a pray of any religion over my food.
For anyone to say if perfectly safe to eat meat killed how they are doing it now with 
the reversible stun method, I do not believe this, no long term study has been 
conducted into it. Besides there are lots of times different things have been used in 
previous years only to have them removed later as being harmful.
Jobs in one section of the meat industry as slaughtermen, have been lost to must be 
male and a practicing muslim only. This is discrimination against females and 
persons of other religions.

CERTIFICATION FEES.
Should be freely and openly available to any who wish to know. These days most 
businesses have a website which could be used to display this information.
As to where the money goes, it would be very hard to follow the trail from one group 
to another, if the money leaves the country. In some other countries for example 
Canada money has been found to have to have ended up in the wrong hands.
All financial records of every organisation involved in any certification scheme should 
be examined by government financial experts.
No money should be allowed to be transferred overseas at all.

Thank you.
Overall I think there is way too many certification bodies, especially with Halal 
certification. Why is this, and what are they all certifying, they all can’t be certifying 
meat for export.
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Senate Standing Committee on Economics

Re:Food Certification Schemes

I fail to understand why in order to investigate the practices of 
Halal certification it is necessary to include Kosher, Organic or GM 
certifications.

1. The labelling of GM foods serves a public interest and is not 
related to ideological/religious rites. GM foods relate to the 
question of heterogeneity and safety of the food supply. What 
has this to do with ritual preparation or certification of foods 
for minority markets? It is my opinion that all foods are GM and 
have been bred as such before scientific manipulation of 
genetics was available.

2. Kosher certification has been in operation in Australia for 
decades. The payment of certification costs for generic foods is 
miniscule and does not impose any real additional cost to the 
general consumer. Where significant costs are added to the 
product (such as meat) this is differentiated by the retail 
price. Kosher meat is 'labelled' by the fact that it is at least 
double the price of the non-kosher analogue. One must puposely 
buy kosher meats for their attributes. They cannot be foisted 
onto the consumer by stealth. The suggestion is ridiculous. What 
exactly would be the purpose of preparing kosher meats and not 
labelling them as such? How could the price be supported? If 
kosher meats were not so labelled the ability to maintain kosher 
certification would collapse. Kosher certification is supported 
by the niche of its market adherents (i.e. mostly Jewish 
consumers) and ipso facto not by the general public.

3. Similarly organic foods are also differentiated by their final 
price and indeed their price differential necessitates the need 
for their certification to the consumer in order to justify that 
price differential. Organic foods, like kosher meat must be 
sequestered from the generic food supply and their delivery 
channels are also separated. A consumer must intentionally go 
out of their way to obtain either kosher or organic products.

The inclusion of irrelevant certification schemes in order to 
investigate the potentially illegal or immoral practices of Halal 
certification is indicative of the inability of the Parliament of 
Australia to exercise its authority because it is afraid to do so 
because some quarters could willfully misconstrue that inspection as 
being driven by bias.



The imposition of the material cost of Halal certification onto the 
public without its knowledge and the possible diversion of the funds 
obtained through such activities to support Islamic terror is a 
proper matter of Parliamentary consideration without having to 
'justify' this curiosity by improperly drawing into its field of 
view certification schemes whose only purpose is to deflect specious 
charges of bias.

The inclusion of kosher, organic and GM into this inquiry about 
Halal is a mockery of Parliamentary sovereignty and is indeed 
prejudicial to those other schemes for their manipulative use in 
order to give the stupid appearance of equity rather than the 
surrender it really is.

Thank-you
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Inquiry into third party certification of food 

Please find my submission as follows: 

On 13 May 2015, the Senate referred the following matters to the Economics 
References Committee for inquiry and report by 30 November 2015: 

a. the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but 
not limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically‐
modified food and general food safety certification schemes; 
 
My concern in relation to food certification schemes is that of Halal 
certification. 

 
b. current labelling requirements of food certification schemes;  

 
There is so many Halal certifying organisations, I am aware of over 20 in 
Australia alone. To add further confusion to the consumer these orginisations 
all have a different identifying symbol and therefore label used (if used). 
These labels are also often ‘hidden’ on the product and it is not until the 
product is deconstructed that the identifying symbol is found. A solution could 
be to have separate areas or aisles at grocery stores for Halal certified 
products. This would help avoid the current confusion that consumers have on 
whether or not their item of purchase is certified or not.  
 
1: Why is there so many (both certifying organisations and identifying labels)? 
2: Why are some food and drink items labeled with Halal certification and 
why are some not (even though the producer is paying the certifier a fee)? No 
consistency. 

 
c. the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification 

fees; 
 
I am often unknowingly paying a fee to one of the many Halal certifying 
organizations because the product purchased does not display a label. 
 
1: Why is this not made clear by form of a label or similar on all Halal certified 
products? Once again, no consistency.  

 
d. whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to 

make informed purchasing decisions; 
 
All of the Halal certifying schemes that are currently in operation DO NOT 
provide enough information. Consumers need the right to be made aware 
they are paying a fee by a form of a label or similar on products, so they have 
the opportunity to make informed buying decisions.  
 



e. details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, 
and the potential for these to impact on prices for consumers; 
 
There is an urgent need for transparency to the consumer here. 
 
1a: How much money is going to the Halal certifying organisations? Is there a 
standard fee (i.e. 1% of producers profit / annual fee / both?) or is it just 
made up as these organsations choose and or demand?  
1b: How much of the Halal certification fee paid by the producers is then 
passed on to the consumer? 
2: My family lives on a very tight budget, why do we have to pay a fee to an 
organisation(s) that my family’s values are not aligned with? 
 

f. the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access 
and returns to producers; 
 
1: Why is the Halal certification of exported products required?  
2: If the product is not Halal certified, will this have a negative impact on 
exports? Please provide evidence.  
3a: Must the producer have the Halal certification take place in Australia or 
can it be done at the place of which the product is exported to?  
3b: If the Halal certifying can be done offshore (which I understand it can be), 
would this then negate the need for a Halal certifying fee to be paid by the 
Australian producer? Of which many are struggling enough in the current 
climate.  
 

g: the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers 
including, but not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and 
any related matters. 
 

Further to the outlined above, I also have serious concerns about the 
inhumane way that animals are slaughtered to achieve Halal certification. 
The Halal certification process regarding the slaughter of animals should be 
made clear to the public so that they can make a conscious decision on 
whether or not they wish to purchase meat that has been subject to in my 
view a very cruel and barbaric slaughtering process. 
 
1a: Where is the consumer’s money going to once it reaches the many Halal 
certifying organisations?  
1b: What are the certification fees charged to the producers funding exactly? 
Consumers must be informed about where their money is going to be able to 
make informed buying choices. 
2: If I purchase a certified product, how much of my hard earned money goes 
to these organisations? Is there a standard ‘set rate’ fee for this? 
3: My family lives on a very tight budget, why do we have to pay a fee to an 
organisation(s) that my family’s values are not aligned with? 
4: Who regulates or oversees the certification fees paid by producers? 



 
5: What exactly do these certifying organisations do to earn/receive their 
fees? Are they saying they are doing something that they are actually not? 
6: Are the many Halal certifying organisations legitimate and governed by a 
regulator of some sort? 
7: Do they receive tax concessions? If yes, please make available details. 
8a: Are people of Muslim faith inexplicitly required to eat and drink a Halal 
certified product?  
8b: Or can this be done by any Muslim blessing the product prior to 
consumption?   

 
 
Thank you in advance for your time in reviewing and considering my submission. 
 
Regards, 
 
Clinton Brown 
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I strongly object to halal-certified products being imposed on unsuspecting citizens like 
myself on such a wide scale. 

Certification fees are costly and passed on to unaware customers. Collecting large 
amounts of money from producers, manufacturers, distributors, etc., down to the 
shoppers, certifiers are obliged by Islamic law to give "Zakat" to Islamic causes. Zakat, is a 
tax from a profit, including a profit from halal certifications. 

In USA and Canada there have been proven cases of large amounts of money from halal 
certification being directed to terrorist causes. If a similar situation hasn't been proved in 
Australia, we have to learn from other western countries and take action to prevent the 
possibility of funds derived from halal certification schemes being funnelled into terrorist 
causes. 

As reported on an ABC news item, part of the money from the certification goes to build 
and maintain Islamic schools and Mosques.

I donate to many Australian charities and so far, I took it for granted that it was my choice 
to whom I give. As a matter of conscience and personal choice, I do not include Islamic 
schools and Mosques in my donations. 

Non-Muslims and conscientious objectors should be exempt from paying extra for halal-
certified products. Halal certification of products and the cost of halal certification should 
be limited to the market of Muslim consumers, which is currently only 2-3% of the 
population, and cease to be forced on the entire Australian population. 

By buying life essentials which have been halal-certified such as meat, milk, cereals, etc. 
(even animal food and bottled water), the majority of which are not even labelled as halal, I 
am coerced into supporting a cause which I strongly oppose. 

Concealing the fact that products have been halal-certified, contradicts and denies our 
freedom of choice, which we have as a basic right in this country.

With such a small percentage of Muslim population in our country, why should everyone in 
a multi-cultural society of Australia be forced to support the religious law of a small 
minority?

I request the leaders of our country to uphold the freedoms we still enjoy and withstand the 
growing demands of a small but increasingly powerful minority group.
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I wish to lodge a submission to the third party certification of food review as follows:

As someone who does not identify with mainstream religion (Christian, Buddhist, Hindi, Muslim or 
Jewish) I see that it is against my beliefs for companies to religiously "Bless, certify, tax or endorse" 
any item for sale in the Australian marketplace, with or without being made aware of such religious 
interference.

In addition:

- I feel that I should have the right to choose non certified, blessed or religiously taxed foods 
by the use of obvious religious signage on all packaging.

- I submit that religious Blessings, certifications, taxes or endorsements are offensive to me.
- I believe that it is fraudulent to insist on monetary payment for any form of religious 

certification
- I see that if any financial transactions or exchanges of money that are required for blessing, 

certification or endorsements are of false meaning and only in place to transfer funds from 
me into a cause I don’t believe in

- I believe that "Ritual Slaughter" is inhumane, abhorrent and completely inappropriate in all 
circumstances in the 21st century where humane killing practices are made available.

I believe that if third party certification of food is to continue, then those organisations should:

- Not be given tax exempt status due to religious grounds
- Be required to publicly and fully account for every dollar that they earn and make this data 

available in easy to understand terms on forums that are accessible to at least 80 percent of 
the population of Australia

- Must be mediated by a third party organisation to ensure that the money taken remains 
100% within the country. The profits of which must not be allocated to only a single religious 
group or faith.

In summary, I am completely opposed to Third party certification of food and believe that it is a basic 
human right for me to choose NOT to support religions, ideologies or groups that I do not identify 
with when making necessary consumer decisions such as food purchasing in Australia.

Thank you for the opportunity to make this submission
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I too am very opposed to the Halal Certification that is placed on foods that I purchase. As a 
Christian, I find it insulting that I am paying a fee (indirectly) for the religious benefit of others. If 
there was a ‘Christian Certification Fee’, the country would go ape. I want it stopped. A couple of 
questions that annoys me……………. What did they eat before HALAL certification, why is there halal 
on so many things (easter eggs, seriously?!?) and what does it benefit other than the Islamic 
community??? What happens to kill a salmon the right way? Face it west when you catch 
it……………………….
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To the Senate Standing Committees on Economics
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600

Honourable Members,

Inquiry into third party certification of food

The points I would like to cover in my submission are:

1. The proliferation and legitimacy of Halal certification.

2. The safety of Genetically Modified Organisms and GMO foods.

3. The associated licensing, labelling, costs, and impacts of Halal and GMO foods. 

Submission Summary

1. Halal Certification
 Halal Certification is an expensive and recurring cost to Australian businesses and 

consumers.
 Muslims comprised 2.5% of the Australian population at the last census.
 Halal Certification is claimed to be a religious requirement for the sole benefit of 

Muslims.
 International Muslim researchers and scholars have declared that Halal certification is 

unnecessary and is not a requirement of Sharia law.

Conclusion
Halal Certification for the domestic market is an unnecessary and detrimental imposition 
upon Australian businesses and consumers. If it is to continue, it needs strict government 
legislation and supervision.

2. GMO Foods
• The safety issue of GMO foods is complex. It depends upon the level of modification 

and the purpose for which it is done.

• Some aspects of the use of GMO in food production are dangerous and unethical.

Conclusion
Labelling standards for GMO foods need to be revised so consumers can be made aware of 
any potentially harmful genetic modification that any part of the food product has been 
involved in.

***************
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1. Halal Certification
I support consumers having reasonable access to food products that meet their dietary, 
ethnic and religious beliefs, provided they do not seek to impose those requirements upon 
other citizens without their fully informed consent.

To understand Halal, it’s necessary to have a basic understanding of the fundamentals of 
Islam. To be a Muslim is to believe and accept that Mohammed was a Perfect Human Being 
and that the Koran is Allah's holy book and is to be obeyed at all cost.

Ref:  The Story of Mohammed - Islam unveiled by Australian author Harry Richardson. 

The Koran and Halal
Islam's Holy Book the Koran does not provide any information that supports Halal 
Certification. On the contrary, the Koran states that all food is already Halal with the 
exception of that which is Haram (forbidden). The only requirement for foods other than 
Haram is to give a prayer of thanks before consuming the food.

There are only four forbidden animal products: 

1) animals that die of themselves (not slaughtered by man)
2) the blood of animals
3) the meat from pigs
4) animals dedicated to gods other than Allah

Some Islamic scholars are calling the act of Halal certification for anything other than that 
which is harem, ‘Bid'ah’ (unlawful), because the halal certifiers are making their own laws 
above those of Allah’s. Ref:

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/debate/article-2623879/We-Muslims-appalled-sale-halal-meat-
stealth.html

The Australian Food and Grocery Council state that many food and drinks are inherently 
Halal. Therefore companies are paying a Halal certification fee for products Muslims are 
already permitted to eat. Ref: http://www.afgc.org.au/about-afgc/our-policies/halal-
certification/

International
It’s well documented that the encroachment of Halal licensing is causing considerable unrest 
overseas, especially in the UK and Europe. But also in other countries. A report on ABC 
news stated:

‘Islamic clerics announced the withdrawal of a halal labelling system for food in Sri Lanka 
on Monday "in the interests of peace" after protests from Buddhist groups.’ ref: 
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2013-03-11/an-halal-labelling-withdrawn-from-sri-
lanka/4566242

 Muslims are 10% of the Sri Lanka population, as against Australia’s 2.5%. 

It’s notable that the clerics withdrew certification voluntarily, which would indicate it 
really wasn’t all that important to them.

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/debate/article-2623879/We-Muslims-appalled-sale-halal-meat-stealth.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/debate/article-2623879/We-Muslims-appalled-sale-halal-meat-stealth.html
http://www.afgc.org.au/about-afgc/our-policies/halal-certification/
http://www.afgc.org.au/about-afgc/our-policies/halal-certification/
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2013-03-11/an-halal-labelling-withdrawn-from-sri-lanka/4566242
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2013-03-11/an-halal-labelling-withdrawn-from-sri-lanka/4566242
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2013-03-11/an-halal-labelling-withdrawn-from-sri-lanka/4566242


3

The origins of Halal certification
The origins of halal certification in Australia can be traced back to the 1960s, with an 
exponential increase since the 1980s. 

International Agenda
Stuart Robinson writes in his booklet called the “Challenge of Islam” that there was a 
resurgence of Islam under the Ayatollah Khomeini:

“Holy War means the conquest of all non-Muslim territories and this war is the duty of all 
Muslims. We shall export our revolution to the whole world.”

 One method of exporting their religion is by demanding halal certification for all products 
consumed by Muslims throughout the world. If non-Muslims, in their ignorance, accept 
halal certification as harmless, then they are being deceived. Indeed they are financing a 
religion whose publicly stated agenda is to replace every country’s sovereign laws with 
those of Islam.

 In comparison, there are many other religions in our multicultural society that do not force 
their beliefs upon the Australian citizen. In fact Halal certification is anathema to many 
citizens, whether they be Christians, Jews, Buddhists or Atheists. Hindus and Sikhs are 
strictly forbidden from eating Kutha meats (meats slaughtered in the Muslim way). Ref: 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kutha_meat

Certification Fees paid by food processors and/or manufactures and the 
potential for these to impact on prices to consumers

The fees charged for Halal Certification inevitably add to production costs. This is supported 
by evidence given in an Australian High Court decision involving the infringement of a 
registered trademark, which clearly shows the snowballing cost of Halal Certification to 
food processors and suppliers. Ref: 
http://www.judgments.fedcourt.gov.au/judgments/Judgments/fca/single/2014/2014fca0614

Summary of Court Case Disclosure
The Australian High Court decision in the case FCA 614 Federal Court of Australia on 13th 
June 2014 clearly demonstrates the typical number of times that the food has to be declared 
halal under the Halal Certification Scheme as it moves through the production chain from 
farm to consumer:

A.The products were initially purchased from Steggles the Chicken Processor which 
was certified halal by the Australian Federation of Islamic Councils.

B.Further products were purchased from YCC Poultry which was certified by Halal 
Certification Authority Pty Limited.

C.The wholesaler Quality Kebabs also required Halal Certification.
D.The Kebab shop owners, the Sofra Pizza Pide & Kebab House also required Halal 

Certification.

The testimony evidence of Mr. El-Mouelhy of the Halal Certification Authority Pty Limited 
revealed their certification fee (without GST) for the wholesaler, Quality Kebabs was 
$27,090 in 2012, $33,580 in 2013 and $34,510 in 2014. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kutha_meat
http://www.judgments.fedcourt.gov.au/judgments/Judgments/fca/single/2014/2014fca0614
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These Federal Court Documents also show that the two small kebab retail outlets Sofra 
Pizza Pide & Kebab House should have paid the Halal Certification Authority Pty Limited a 
certification fee (without GST) of $5000.00 each per year.

The court transcript doesn’t reveal whether ancillary services such as transport, storage and 
packaging had to also be licensed at that time but this is becoming commonplace today. e.g.

A South Australian company Scholle Industries Pty Ltd, a Flexible Plastic Packaging 
Manufacturing Company is paying for Islamic Halal Certification services (AFIC) an 
undisclosed monthly fee for its seal of approval. 

This clearly demonstrates that Halal Certification is no longer about what’s permissible for 
Muslims, but is now about branding and stamping by Islamic certifiers for the financial 
benefit of the certifiers.

Further evidence of the cost to industry can be found in an extract from a report in the Daily 
Telegraph, Sydney on 2 June 2015; 

“The Supreme Islamic Council of Halal Meat in Australia (SICHMA), which has a partnership 
with Coles, and Australian Federation of Islamic Council (AFIC) each collect close to $1 
million per year from halal operations. 

As listed charities, both are eligible to receive GST concessions, income tax exemptions and 
the FBT rebate.

SICHMA received more than $1.5 million last year from certification income and halal 
audits, adding to assets worth more than $1.5 million.

AFIC, rebranded as Muslims Australia, has registered steady growth in halal revenue, 
collecting more than $860,000 according to its 2012 financial statements.”
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Conclusion
1. Not only are Halal Certifiers earning considerable income, but they are also listed as charities.
 
2. Because of the cost to consumers of Halal licensing and the public’s escalating doubt as to its 

legitimacy, the Government should audit the certifiers and the charities annually to 
determine exactly what the funds are being used for.

The need for labelling on products marketed by companies that pay 
certification fees

1. I am very concerned about the massive growth of Halal Certified products being sold to all 
Australians whatever their faith, often without their being informed or consulted. This 
started with meat products and has now spread to nearly all food production and 
manufacturing companies, packaging, and logistics companies.

2. Many Australians believe that by buying Halal certified products they are supporting the 
religious beliefs of a small minority. If they wish to avoid such products they must scrutinise 
the label of everything they purchase, which is frustrating and time-consuming. Worse still, 
some companies deliberately omit evidence of their participation in Halal certification so as 
to not offend non-Muslims who are the majority of their customers. A search of Coles’ and 
Woolworths’ websites using the key word halal results in ‘no items found’.  Yet both stock a 
multitude of halal certified products, some labelled by the manufacturer and others not 
labelled at all. A useful reference site is: www.halalchoices.com.au

Conclusion
I recommend that it be mandatory for all Halal certified products to be clearly and 
prominently labelled so as to give consumers a choice.

Regulation
Apart from Halal certification in abattoirs, the Halal licensing of Australian goods and 
services is unregulated by Government.

An informative website for the researcher is The Islamic Council of Western Australia.

http://www.islamiccouncilwa.com.au/halal-certification/halal-guidelines/

Significantly, two of the conditions listed for Halal Certification for meats are already 
adequately addressed under Australian food slaughtering, processing, packaging, storage 
and transportation laws. These conditions relate to:

1. Hygiene.

2. Labelling of ingredients.

Muslims may insist that their hygiene and labelling criteria are different but they are 
essentially the same. In a country where Muslims are such a small minority it seems 
truculent for them to require special treatment at the expense of the majority.

I believe that most of the companies supplying the domestic market are ‘jumping on the 
halal bandwagon’ for marketing purposes without consideration of the fact that they are 

www.halalchoices.com.au
http://www.islamiccouncilwa.com.au/halal-certification/halal-guidelines/
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possibly being ‘conned’ into paying for an unnecessary service, and indeed they may be 
financing the rise of extremist Islam.

Do current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers?

Some examples of symbols of certification:

Although many of the logos are readily recognisable, I believe that there is insufficient Halal 
Certification information available to the Australian Consumer. Because not all Halal 
certified food is labelled, consumers who wish to avoid buying Halal products have to spend 
a lot time searching online for products that are not Halal certified before going shopping. 
Those who don’t have the internet are effectively excluded.

Evidence of exactly how many Australian companies are paying Halal certification fees is 
difficult to ascertain as some don’t disclose it and others are either just signing up for the 
first time, or perhaps have decided not to renew. But it’s believed to be more than 500. Ref: 
http://www.halalchoices.com.au/ 

The current information on certification is opaque. Many non-Muslim consumers don’t 
know what Halal certification is all about and don’t particular care. But they are unwittingly 
paying for it, and that’s a serious injustice.

The importance of food certification schemes in relation to the Export 
market access and returns to producers.

Halal certification may be an appropriate strategy for exporters. But my view is that the 
customers who insist on Halal Certification should be the ones to pay for it.

The extent and adequacy of information available to the public about 
certifiers, but not limited to, certification processes, fees, financial records; 
and related matters.

1. Halal
Numerous Halal certifiers operate in Australia. The Department of Agriculture maintains a 
list of Islamic organisations that have an “Approved Arrangement” to certify halal meat for 
export. There are 21 such organisations operating in Australia as of November 2014.

However, Australian government regulation applies only to providers that certify meat for 
export. Much of this export grade meat may also end up in the domestic market. 

Certification providers that certify abattoirs which service only the Australian market do not 
come under any government regulation.

http://www.halalchoices.com.au/
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While some Halal certification providers are associated with, or part of, larger Australian 
Islamic organisations, such as the Australian Federation of Islamic Councils, others are 
stand-alone businesses that provide local certification services. Ref: 
https://theconversation.com/explainer-what-is-halal-and-how-does-certification-work-36300

Clearly certifiers have a huge financial incentive to claim the need for Halal certification of 
as many goods and services as possible. Because there is no Government regulation it leaves 
the door wide open to manipulation, exploitation, extortion and possible fraud at the expense 
of Australian consumers.

Conclusion
The Government should establish a National Governing Authority that would be responsible 
for approving, monitoring and auditing all religious and ethnic Licensors, with special 
powers to investigate:

1. The authenticity of the religious or ethnic group requesting certification and 
licensing.

2. The authenticity of such group’s claims of the need for them to certify any product or 
service. 

3. Background checks of every person in the certification process and the licensing of 
Licensors.

4. Whether the licensing of any product or service would disadvantage or be morally 
injurious to persons of other religious or ethnic groups. 

5. Whether the licensing of any product or service would impose an unnecessary 
financial cost to Australian citizens.

2.GMO Foods
Genetic modification in the laboratory is a useful technology for fast-tracking what used to take years 
of interbreeding to achieve a desired commercial outcome. In my view it’s acceptable if say a gene 
from wild wheat is inserted into domesticated wheat to give it greater drought resistance. But when 
scientists insert genetic material from an entirely different plant species, or even an animal, into a 
food plant, that’s dangerous. Nobody could possibly know the long-term ramifications.

Jane Rissler of the Union of Concerned Scientists says: "The fact is, it has been done . . . DNAP 
[DNA Plant Technology of Oakland, California] was the company — that put the fish gene in a 
tomato." Rissler acknowledges that the experiment was halted before any products were brought to 
market, but, she insists, "that is because of the uproar. Believe me, they would be doing it if people 
were not objecting to it." ref: 

http://www.motherearthnews.com/real-food/adding-a-fish-gene-into-tomatoes-zmaz00amzgoe.aspx

GMO Glyphosate resistant plants.

Glyphosate, marketed as Roundup and other brands was regarded as a miracle herbicide when 
introduced 40 years ago. It killed a wide range of grasses and weeds, so was ideal for roadsides, 
drains, pasture renovation and chemical fallowing of cropland. Even better it was touted to be very 
safe for humans.

It was also deadly to most food crops, especially grains. So it couldn’t be used for weed control in 
those crops.

https://theconversation.com/explainer-what-is-halal-and-how-does-certification-work-36300
http://www.motherearthnews.com/real-food/adding-a-fish-gene-into-tomatoes-zmaz00amzgoe.aspx
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However, there were certain plants that were totally immune to glyphosate. These attracted the 
attention of scientists, who succeeded in determining which genes gave these plants resistance.

Several big agri-business corporations involved in both chemical manufacturing and seed production 
have inserted the genes from the glyphosate resistant plants into susceptible plants such as Wheat and 
Canola. Now growers can spray these food crops without them being damaged by the herbicide. They 
even use it a desiccant just pre-harvest to ensure the grain is dry enough to harvest.

Glyphosate residue soon showed up in foodstuffs that are consumed directly by humans, or by 
animals which are raised for human consumption. US and Canadian government regulations allow 
20mg/kg of glyphosate in foods, but no-one really knows the longer term effect on humans and 
animals.

Consumers are becoming increasingly alarmed. Glyphosate is being detected in human milk and in 
the digestive tract of humans where it is believed to have a detrimental effect on beneficial flora. It 
has recently been categorised by the World Health Organisation as ‘likely to cause cancer’. ref: 
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/mar/21/roundup-cancer-who-glyphosate-

US researcher Dr Anthony Samsel exposed the truth about dire warnings on the safety of glyphosate 
after using Freedom of Information legislation to access Monsanto records. This revealed that not 
only does glyphosate cause cancers, but Monsanto have known about it for 35 years. 

 In those files of thousands of pages of data, Dr. Samsel found enough evidence that prompts 
him to say that glyphosate is not just a "probable" carcinogen - it is unequivocally a 
carcinogen. He is legally bound not to show the documents to anybody, but is allowed to say 
what he feels about them. Ref: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=13yO9VpjwLQ&feature=youtu.be

GMO Labelling
GMO labelling of foods was first addressed in Australia in 2001. Since then there have been two 
reviews, which didn’t make any changes. Ref: 
http://www.foodstandards.gov.au/consumer/gmfood/labelling/Pages/default.aspx

It is reported that currently over 60 countries require mandatory GMO labelling and the numbers are 
growing monthly.

GMO labelling is a complex issue. 

a) A minor genetically engineered modification from a closely related species is probably no 
different in effect from traditional cross-pollination techniques, and is most likely safe. 

b) A modification from a different species is a dangerous unknown that could establish a 
fearsome ‘Frankenstein’ organism in the environment.

c) Modifications that are designed to impart weedicide resistance in a crop plant encourages 
farmers to use a new range of poisons for crop protection, which is not compatible with public 
health. 

d) Inevitably there will be great pressure applied by the chemical giants, seed distributors and 
farming groups for GMO foods derived from the new, pesticide-modified crops to be 
marketed to consumers in Australia. 

http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/mar/21/roundup-cancer-who-glyphosate-
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=13yO9VpjwLQ&feature=youtu.be
http://www.foodstandards.gov.au/consumer/gmfood/labelling/Pages/default.aspx
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Conclusions

1. The risk with pesticide-manipulated GMO’s is too high. I believe the Government should ban 
their importation, cultivation, and sale to consumers, or at least have a moratorium for five 
years so further studies can be made.

2. The Australian Government needs to urgently review labelling laws to ensure consumers are 
fully informed and protected from these potentially hazardous GMO foodstuffs.

3. If the Government does allow the sale of pesticide-manipulated GMO foods to Australian 
consumers we need clear, prominent labelling so the public can chose to avoid these foods.

Acknowledgement
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consideration.
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To whom it may concern,

Thank you for launching an inquiry into this area as it is something I feel needs to be investigated. I 
am particularly concerned with any form of religious certification on food products that has to be 
paid for by producers. 

Firstly, I take issue with the halal and kosher slaughter of animals. Whilst I am very aware that this is 
a religious requirement for certain people of faith, I am astounded by the fact that such a barbaric 
practice is still being carried out in a civilised western society. I have a limited understanding of the 
practice however I have witnessed the methods used, and to be honest I am ashamed that our 
nation still conducts business this way. I am informed that a large portion of our meat exports go to 
nations where it is important to some people that the animal be slaughtered in a particular way, so 
this obviously puts increased pressure on businesses to obtain certifications and practices that cater 
to that market. I would argue that Australian meat, and poultry are amongst the best quality in the 
world if we were to ban halal and kosher slaughter it would make little difference to the export 
industry in the long term as we have the top shelf product and as long as we do people will buy it. 
Further to that point the domestic market should not be forced to have to actively seek out products 
that are not slaughtered in this method.

In Australia we have approximately 2.12%1 of the population who require animals be slaughtered in 
a particular way in order to be edible. This is simply not a large enough domestic market to warrant 
such a large certification body that requires many businesses to sign up to. My knowledge of 
Judaism and Islam is very limited however I believe that there are readings that state that non-
kosher or non halal meats are able to be consumed, all the believer has to do is say a certain prayer 
before doing so. We as a western society must look into this industry and acknowledge that the 
process is very inhumane, inefficient, and has no place in any civilised society. Halal and Kosher 
certifiers will claim that their process is very humane and encourages a great deal of respect for the 
animal, from the video footage I have witnessed this is simply not true. We are better than this!

The certification process as I understand it aims to allow businesses to place a label on their product 
that says that it is certified halal/kosher by whichever body said business has paid. Personally I feel 
that this is something that is being forcibly imposed on the Australian people without consideration 
of their beliefs. While I agree that this must make the shopping process much simpler for the 
approximate 2.12% of the population, it makes it much more difficult for myself to purchase goods 
as I do not know where the funds from this certification process go, and until I do, I do my best to 
avoid products that carry the label. I am all for freedom of religion, but I fail to see why I as a non-
Muslim or Jew should have to pay money into these faiths; freedom of religion is not only the 
freedom to follow any religion, it is also the freedom not to follow any religion and I feel that the 
certification programs are a method of forcing my participation into these religions. Myself, much 
like many Australians are becoming very conscious of where our products come from, and this wave 
of economic activism being seen in the country is evidence that people want answers as to where 
the profits from these certifications are going.

Other civilised nations are beginning to make a stand on these issues by banning halal and kosher 
slaughter as it is inhumane to conduct business this way2, and I strongly believe Australia should 

1 http://www.islamicweb.com/begin/population.htm; 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jewish_population_by_country
2 http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/denmark-bans-halal-and-kosher-slaughter-as-minister-

http://www.islamicweb.com/begin/population.htm


follow suit. I believe that many nations look to us as being a leader in issues affecting flora and fauna 
given that we are custodians over some of the worlds largest animal habitats like the Great Barrier 
Reef, Daintree, and outback. People come from all over the world to see our unique animals and our 
role as protectors of these animals enhances our standing as one of the leading nations in animal 
rights. The halal and kosher slaughter process is tarnishing this reputation.

In summary I would like to reiterate my disapproval of a halal certification process, the needs of the 
few are being imposed on the many. I feel that while I see the importance for some that they not eat 
certain products, it is an area where there are some serious allegations of where funds are being 
used, and an area where I feel the Government needs to monitor very closely and if need be take 
over as the one and only certification body in the country. Further I feel that the slaughter process 
that is a result of the certification scheme is despicable, and has no place in a civilised society. 
People of the relevant faiths are not “unable” meat killed humanely, they are able to eat the product 
as it is within their religious tenants to do so. I urge the honourable Senators to visit the 
slaughterhouses that do kosher and halal and see the process first hand. I would also challenge the 
honourable Senators to try compile a normal shopping list in products that are not halal or kosher 
certified (it is very difficult). 

Regards,

Matthew Williams

Concerned Australian

says-animal-rights-come-before-religion-9135580.html
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To The Senate Standing Committees on Economics 

Regarding Third Party Certification of Food 

To the Senate of Australia, 

I am writing to you to express my opinion on certification of products within Australia. Many 

certification schemes exist in this country, schemes relating to health status of the food, what is 

contained in the food, the manufacturing of the food and the source of raw ingredients amongst many 

things. This information is important to different individuals and groups within the community, 

however with many different certifications and with each product and company requiring certification 

there must logically be an increased cost in the provision of the product.  

My main concerns are currently with profiteering by certification schemes and also certification 

schemes that are being paid for by companies, that may not be disclosed to the consumer, that may 

if known conflict with the individuals personal beliefs and therefore they are not able to make an 

informed choice as to the product in terms of their own conscience. One such certification system that 

is expanding, and is against mine and many others beliefs in this country, is halal certification. This is 

because the concept of halal is related to the Islamic religion and discriminates against people of other 

faiths. This letter will not berate Islam or go in to my grievances as a Christian against this religion but 

will concentrate on how as a Christian my freedom of religion living in this country is being eroded 

away, in part, due to halal certification and it’s imposition on the manufacturing and distribution of 

food in this country.  

Halal slaughter in this country has been present for the last few decades but until recently I ignorantly 
thought, as many other people I know thought, that this was confined to the supply of the food for 
export to Islamic countries and to the Islamic community within Australia (only approximately 2-3% of 
the population) through specialty butchers displaying that their shop supplied Halal meat or outlets 
that were owned and operated by Muslims that would advertise that there meat is halal. It has only 
been in the last year that I have found out the truth, that halal slaughtered meat has permeated almost 
every major supermarket, butchers and restaurant outlet in this country, all without the knowledge 
of the general population.  

Halal meat is processed in accordance to Islamic law and, while there is conjecture as to the slaughter 
method by Islamic scholars as to what is purely halal (full stun methods or non-stun slow death to 
make sure all blood is drained) one thing is constant, the animal must be sacrificed in the name of 
Allah. It is mine and many others belief that Allah of Muslim faith is not God, especially not the God of 
the Bible. So the two are not confused here in Allah will mean the Muslim god (including Mahomed) 
and God will mean the Christian God and Jesus.  

While also do not agree with non-humane methods of slaughter being asked for the process of true 
halal meat, these non-stun slaughter methods are inhumane and give unnecessary suffering to the 
animal, my main concern if that in the Christian belief (as with other beliefs) halal meat is meat 
sacrificed to an idol god and therefore should be avoided. I will also say that meat slaughtered to Allah 
with the halal blessing does not lose its spiritual mark in the eyes of God and there for I believe the 
entire beast that is halal slaughtered remains a ritually slaughtered beast until consumed no matter if 
a Muslim considers the piece to still be halal or it is a piece of the carcass that is considered non-halal. 
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These are a couple of references in the Bible as to the eating of ritually slaughtered meat.   

“Be careful, however, that the exercise of your rights does not become a stumbling block to the weak. 
10 For if someone with a weak conscience sees you, with all your knowledge, eating in an idol’s temple, 
won’t that person be emboldened to eat what is sacrificed to idols? 11 So this weak brother or sister, 
for whom Christ died, is destroyed by your knowledge. 12 When you sin against them in this way and 
wound their weak conscience, you sin against Christ. 13 Therefore, if what I eat causes my brother or 
sister to fall into sin, I will never eat meat again, so that I will not cause them to fall” 1 Corinthians 8:9-
13. 

 Later Paul explains “Consider the people of Israel: Do not those who eat the sacrifices participate in 
the altar? 19 Do I mean then that food sacrificed to an idol is anything, or that an idol is anything? 20 No, 
but the sacrifices of pagans are offered to demons, not to God, and I do not want you to be participants 
with demons. 21 You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons too; you cannot have a 
part in both the Lord’s table and the table of demons. 22 Are we trying to arouse the Lord’s jealousy? 
Are we stronger than he? 

23 “I have the right to do anything,” you say—but not everything is beneficial. “I have the right to do 
anything”—but not everything is constructive. 24 No one should seek their own good, but the good of 
others. 

25 Eat anything sold in the meat market without raising questions of conscience, 26 for, “The earth is 
the Lord’s, and everything in it.”[f] 

27 If an unbeliever invites you to a meal and you want to go, eat whatever is put before you without 
raising questions of conscience. 28 But if someone says to you, “This has been offered in sacrifice,” then 
do not eat it, both for the sake of the one who told you and for the sake of conscience. 29 I am referring 
to the other person’s conscience, not yours. For why is my freedom being judged by another’s 
conscience? 30 If I take part in the meal with thankfulness, why am I denounced because of something 
I thank God for? 

31 So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God. 32 Do not cause anyone 

to stumble, whether Jews, Greeks or the church of God— 33 even as I try to please everyone in every 

way. For I am not seeking my own good but the good of many, so that they may be saved.” 1 

Corinthians 10:18-33.  

Jesus also rebukes the churches for eating of meat sacrifices to Idols;  

“Nevertheless, I have a few things against you: There are some among you who hold to the teaching 

of Balaam, who taught Balak to entice the Israelites to sin so that they ate food sacrificed to idols and 

committed sexual immorality.” Revelation 2:14   

“Nevertheless, I have this against you: You tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophet. 

By her teaching she misleads my servants into sexual immorality and the eating of food sacrificed to 

idols.” Revelation 2:20 

I quote scripture so you see that in the Bible, the guide to my faith, we are asked to refrain from 

knowingly eating meat sacrificed to idols, which is what Halal meat is. For the same reason that 

Muslims want to eat halal meat - their religious conviction – I do not want to eat halal meat – my 

religious conviction.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+10#fen-NIV-28594f
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Prior to last year I was ignorant to the extent of Halal meat infiltrating the general meat supply. My 

eyes are now open, once finding out that 70% of chicken in this country (100% of the big chicken 

suppliers), and a large proportion of beef and lamb available is halal, I have altered my dietary regime 

considerably, I no longer by meat from the Woolworths deli (apart from pork products all supplied 

from ritually slaughtered suppliers) not eating fast food, not eating chicken, beef or lamb in 

restaurants and not eating on plane flights because all the meat available is halal and flights booked 

at short notice are not able to cater for vegetarian meals. Quite clearly I am being discriminated 

against for my religious beliefs because a non-halal meal is not available.  

It is not just devout Christian that have issue with halal meat, many other religions such as Sikhs, 

Hindus, Buddhists, atheists and the like have an issue with halal meat for the same reasons, that the 

meat is sacrificed to a God they don’t believe in and in some cases they are forbidden to eat in their 

religion. 

Why has the provision of halal meat grown so much despite the Muslim population being only 2% of 

Australia’s population and members of the Muslim population question the statue of this meat 

anyway? My guess is an economic one, the demands of the Muslim community as to the halal process 

method would make it more expensive to process both non-halal and halal lines and secondly I believe 

because the companies are misguided in their opinion that only Muslims care about how their meat 

is processed. Well I and many other people I know care and our main concern is that animals be 

slaughtered humanly and that no blessing is applied at the point of slaughter. I am persecuted for my 

belief in Christ and against the religion of Islam because I cannot eat according to my religious 

convictions. This in a country that is supposed to be areligious, free and democratic, our constitution 

is supposed to protect religious freedom. 

 Am I saying that Muslims shouldn’t have halal meat? No, I am merely saying that there is a huge 

oversupply of halal meat in this country, being sold to a general population, 98% of which do not 

require it and many of which do not want it. I think that a government for all people in this country 

would begin to regulate the supply of meat and ensure that there is a production of halal meat only 

enough to meet the demand of export to Muslim countries and the 2-3% of Australians that want it. 

Either a reduction of Halal processing to meet the population demanding it or there needs to be a 

system for providing guaranteed non-ritually slaughtered meat is available. Some suggest that a 

“ritually slaughtered” sticker or notification would be the best way to go, I do not disagree with this 

entirely however the first step I believe is to reduce the supply of ritually slaughtered meat to meet 

the demand in the community. If for example the regulation of chicken slaughter was bought down 

so that only say 20% of an abattoir’s output was Halal and this was labelled for export or specialty sale 

this would technically reduce the amount of ritually slaughtered meet back to a demand level and 

would mean that the inadvertent supply of ritually slaughtered meat would be reduced. Labelling of 

certified halal and ritually slaughtered meat can be applied to inform both Muslims and Non-Muslims 

of the processing of that meat. On the other hand I would be happy to pay extra for labelled 

“guaranteed non-ritually slaughtered” meat and this would be more beneficial than a Halal label as it 

limits the conjecture to one point- no blessing at the time of slaughter.  

The second concern is the certification of other foods that are processed or by their nature are halal 

according to Muslims without any special blessing. I can understand that Muslims want to be sure that 

a processed product contains no pork or alcohol and this I think is fine but any products and services 

are being driven into certification despite being non processed or nothing to do with the preporation 

of the food. Halal labelling also makes me aware as a Christian consumer that if the product if the halal 

certified product contains meat products (eg. Gelatine or animal renant) and for the same reason as 

above – it contains sacrificed meat – I can avoid it.  
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There are two things that I have against it. Firstly halal certification companies are private enterprises 

that charge large fees for profit making and, as Islam is a religious organisation, halal certification 

bodies do not pay tax. The fees charged are reported to be much more than the cost for the 

certification, therefore where does this money go? It goes to funding Islam in this country and abroad. 

Therefore money goes into funding mosques, Islamic schools and furthering Islam, a religion that a) I 

don’t believe is right and b) looking at the fruits of Islam in Islamic controlled countries is violent, 

discriminatory, subjugative and is something that I do not want to happen to this country. This is why 

I avoid buying products displaying the symbol of halal, because halal certification is the collection plate 

of Islam, it is the tax of Islam; just as a Muslim would not walk into a church and put money in the 

collection plate, I will try not put my money into funding Islam.  

Secondly the halal certification agenda is not merely to make sure Muslims are aware that the product 

does not have pork or alcohol. It is to control every aspect of supply and demand in the country and 

the world. They are now saying that to have certification a producer must use on certified supplies, 

use certified transport, and use certified retailers. Part of this certification procedure is to ensure that 

Muslims are employed, only Muslims can be slaughter men, only Muslims can transport goods, to get 

money you have to get a Muslim bank loan etc, this is what is starting to happen. Where will this lead, 

it will mean that in order for ordinary Australians to get jobs, to get contracts and to be able to live 

they two will have to become Muslims, to survive you will have to convert. This is not where a 

democratic society should be headed, we are headed down this path, and it is happening now and will 

continue to increase unless the government stops halal certification or at least takes it over to stop 

the money going to Islam. If the government takes it over then profit made is going to the country and 

not the Islamic community and also they can legislate to ensure that all other Australians are not 

forced to convert to Islam to save their job and to protect the freedom of religion in this country.  

At the moment it is not compulsory for companies that choose to become halal certified and pay 

money to Islam to display the mark they have purchased, I would propose that this be made 

compulsory to inform all consumers of their alignment and therefore the consumer can make an 

informed choice. 

These are my concerns over halal certification. I am not saying these things to target individual 

Muslims, if they want to practice their religion personally it is up to them however they must realise 

that this is a democratic society. Halal certification and Islam does not support multiculturalism, just 

look at Islamic countries and see how multiculturalism and people of other faiths are treated. Muslims 

in this country follow the same book as those in the Middle East, the same ideology will grow with the 

growth of Islam on this country. We have a choice to curtail the loss of religious freedom in this country 

that halal meat processing and certification is aiding.  

My prayer is that the government will support both the general population, the devout Christian 

population and the Muslim population of this country by monitoring and controlling the supply of 

ritually slaughtered meat to meet only the demand of the Muslim population, to ensure adequate 

supply of non-halal meat for those in the population that require it and to stop the profiteering by 

certification in general, make companies certifying products put the label on their product for the 

consumer to make an informed choice and to perhaps take over the certification of products, from all 

areas of certification not just halal to stop profiteering of certification companies and inform all 

consumers on a wide variety of issues. 

Thank you for your consideration of my opinion. 

Sincerely, , ,  
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Senate Standing Committees on Economics 
PO Box 6100 Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600 
27th July 2015

Dear committee members

Please protect us, the Australian public, from a religious tax in the form of Halal 
certification. I do not want to pay for my food (or any other products) to be ‘sanctified’ 
for the Muslim minority. This would never be acceptable for any other religion, but 
has come upon us by stealth. 

Certification of any product inevitably means the cost and charges are passed on to 
the consumer. I am deeply concerned that these substantial fees are unaccounted 
for and go to fund Muslim interests whether in Australia or abroad. We should not 
have to fund Islam with our food-payments, any more than we should have to fund 
any religion or special interest group. It is frankly outrageous that this is the situation. 

I am distressed at the great difficulty I have in finding products that are not Halal 
certified. I deplore the situation whereby food is not clearly labelled and the labels 
(where they do exist) are not regulated. I also would like to know why foods and 
products which are already ‘halal’ by definition attract Halal fees; foods such as 
water, nuts, fish, honey, and grains, and even pet food and toilet paper. This is the 
unmistakeable sign of a scam.

I want a standard ‘Halal’ label clearly visible on every product I consider for 
purchase. Please consolidate and standardise the many Halal certifying bodies and 
legislate for mandatory labelling. Only then will Australian consumers be able to 
make informed decisions, and only then will other uncertified products have a fair 
chance at competition within the market. 

Further, I am alarmed at the cruelty of Halal slaughter, and greatly disapprove the 
discrimination against other Australians by the employment of only Muslim 
slaughtermen in Australian abattoirs. We have anti-discrimination laws in place to 
prevent people being excluded from jobs on grounds of sex, religion, or race, and yet 
we have this discrimination entrenched in the meat industry.

I implore the committee to defend freedom of information and choice for Australian 
shoppers.

In hope of an ethical outcome
Name Withheld
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To The Senate Committee:

Until twelve months ago I had no idea about halal certification. I knew there 
were halal products in the community in the way of meat, but I didn’t quite 
understand the extent of the massive problem with this either.

There is no clear labelling whatsoever on the majority of food stuffs to give me a 
clear choice of what I purchase.

Through a bit of research and involvement in the anti halal certification 
movement over a few months, I am absolutely astonished as to the depth and 
deception of this swindle against the Australian people.

I want to know how subsequent governments have allowed this halal 
certification to be imposed on the people without their knowledge. Surely there 
must be an inquiry into this as well, possibly a royal commission.

A vast number of Australians are ignorant to this Islamic tax/certification on not 
only food, but also many other goods and services that I am sure by now, being 
involved in this inquiry, you will all have knowledge of.

You will know that the cruel and barbaric ritual slaughter of our food animals by 
halal ritual killing and kosher ritual killing is unnecessary in this day and age, in 
fact the Koran states that food prepared by Christians, Jews or others is able to 
be consumed by Muslims by uttering the simple word “bismillah” before they 
eat, similar to the Christian saying grace.

Again the industry is massively deceptive in not making/labelling their products 
as halal, kosher or other transparent. We have no choice unless we spend hours 
researching and asking companies about their products and the majority I have 
written to will not respond. I will not purchase those products or any product, 
which has an Islamic tax slapped on it.

Clear labelling is the only way we can have a proper choice.

There is no requirement at all to have halal slaughter or kosher slaughter 
performed in this country. Animal rights groups fought long and hard to have the 
humane slaughter of animals introduced into legislation. Now, because of some 
religious beliefs we have headed back into the dark ages. 

Aren’t we a progressive country that should be moving forward?

Muslims only can work in the majority of the meatworks industry, as you all 
should know by now. This is blatant discrimination in the workforce and I feel 
this practice is criminal and I’m hopeful this is contained in your agenda to be 
investigated.



As you can see the implications due to the introduction of this Islamic practice 
into the Australian way of life is far reaching and damaging. It must be stopped 
as soon as possible.

I used to shop quite freely in supermarkets before I became aware of the halal 
certification scam and it is a scam you all have more than likely deduced by now.  
You’d have to have deduced this by now?

I now have to thoroughly check every item I purchase, checking to make sure it 
does not have the “mark” of Islam on the label. What is most disturbing though is 
the halal certified products, which do not show the mark of Islam. This is 
deception in its most pure form and must be rectified as soon as possible.

You have all been given a very important task to do what is right for the 
Australian people. This is an opportunity for you all to squash and outlaw all 
things halal and halal certified. The consequences for the current government/s 
if this inquiry has an outcome other than what a large majority of Australians 
want, would be very shaky to say the least.

People are marching on the streets opposing this Islamic/halal tax amongst 
other things. It really has to stop now and you good people have the power to 
stop it in its tracks. Well, you have the power at this point in time.

Yours faithfully

Jim Virtue
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From:        Ray Tribe and family
Sent:          Monday, July 27, 2015
To:             Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject:    Third party certification of food.

I respectively request you receive my submission to the 
Senator Cory Bernardi inquiry into third party food 
certification scheme as attached below.

Dear Sir/ Madam, 
                                 We wish to have our say on the issue of 
food certification in Australia.

We find it unsatisfactory that most of the food we now eat 
has been processed in some religious way that is completely 
foreign to us (Halal, Kosher). This has led us to completely 
change our shopping choices and even go without some 
favorites due to not being able to find non-religious 
substitutes.

As Australians we have the right to clear and accurate 
information about the food we eat.
Ingredients, whether there may be traces of nuts.
How many calories they contain.
How animals are treated in the course of production.

We absolutely have the right to know whether we are 
buying a Halal or Kosher item because: -
 
1. We may be paying more than we need to.
2. It may be violating our religious sensitivities.
3. It may be violating our beliefs in animal welfare.



Therefore we demand clear labeling of Halal and Kosher 
foods and if possible they should be sold in separate areas to 
avoid confusion.

Thank you for your time, Regards.

Ray Tribe
Shirley Tribe
Kylie Tribe.    
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Submission on Third Party Food Certification

With regard to food certification in Australia, there must be clear guidelines for food
handlers and preparers regarding content, required safety certification relating to
preparation and dietary information such as fat, sugar, gluten, and any additives as
applicable. The regulation for these should be overseen by an appropriate government
department, and the costs for compliance should be borne by the food preparer, and
ultimately the customer.

Any other information, including health lobby certifications, religious certifications such
as halal and kosher certification, charity sponsorships, organically grown products and
ingredients, genetically modified ingredients used, etc. must also be clearly shown on
labelling also, but the cost of these certifications must be borne by the organization
requesting such certifications. This simply would enable the customer the ability to make
an informed choice when purchasing as to the product manufacturer’s own
sponsorships. In reality such certifications should be treated no differently to advertising
by the relevant organization.

No food producer should be forced to comply with any organization’s self-imposed
certification requirements, other than for content and safe preparation (i.e. as per
independent Australian Standards).

In relation to religious certifications such as halal and kosher certification, there is
growing evidence that these certifications maybe being misused, e.g. requiring people of
the same religion only to carry out inspections and certifications, or setting the level of
certification fees as a percentage of turnover. Limiting employment on religious grounds
is clearly a breach of anti-discrimination employment laws, and setting certification fees
as a percentage of turnover gives the appearance of a levy or tax.

In summary, correct and thorough labelling of our food products is an essential part of
our modern life, but the cost of such labelling should be allocated as per the guidelines
as described above.
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I am very opposed to the Halal Certification that is placed on foods that I purchase. As a Christian, I 
find it insulting that I am paying a fee (indirectly) for the religious benefit of others. If there was a 
‘Christian Certification Fee’, the country would go ape. I want it stopped. A couple of questions that 
annoys me……………. What did they eat before HALAL certification, why is there halal on so many 
things (easter eggs, seriously?!?) and what does it benefit other than the Islamic community???
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27 July 2015 
 
 
 
Senate Standing Committees on Economics 
PO Box 6100 
Parliament House 
CANBERRA  ACT  2600 
 
economics.sen@aph.gov.au 
 
Dear Committee 
 

Re:  Third Party Certification of Food 
 

I would just like to make an initial comment and that is, that I was disappointed to read the Chair of the 
Committee Senator Dastyari, publicly stated when referring to submissions that had already been submitted 
to the enquiry : … “The tin foil hat brigade is out in force on this issue.  I’d ask Cory Bernardi to call off his 
band of loonies as they risk derailing this inquiry.” 
 
As my submission is primarily directed at halal certification in Australia, I find Senator Dastyari’s comment 
extremely distasteful. 
 
My submission also includes attachments as follows: 
 
Attachment 1 Department of Agriculture Statistics – Latest Meat Export Figures (25 July 2015) 

Attachment 2 Copy of correspondence from the Minister for Small Business, the Hon Bruce Billson, MP 
– 20 March 2015 

Attachment 3 The Global Muslim Brotherhood Daily Watch article – “Former Bosnian Grand Mufti 
addresses Middle East Halal Conference; Mustafa Ceric once urged Muslims to Conquer 
World Through Halal” - 3 January 2013 

Attachment 4 Copy of correspondence from the Hon. Barnaby Joyce MP - 17 March 2015 

Attachment 5 Copy of article from ABC News “Islamic State: Member of Australian charity charged with 
raising funds for jihadists and recruiting for IS” – 3 July 2015 

Attachment 6 Australian Government’s “Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commission” article – 
“Adelaide Mosque Islamic Society of WA Inc” (Registration revoked) – 11 May 2015 

Attachment 7 Copy of Senator Dastyari’s comments regarding “Cory Bernardi’s band of loonies …” 

Attachment 8 Australian Food and Grocery Council’s list of Board of Directors 
 

a. The extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not limited 
to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically modified food and general food 
safety certification schemes 

 
Generally speaking, I do not find there is a problem in determining if food products are GMO, 
Organic, Gluten Free, Wheat Free, Vegan or Kosher.  I do personally check for gluten and wheat 
free products and where feasible, I purchase organic and definitely GMO where possible.  I also 
check the nutrients and where products are made.  I support Australian made products where 
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possible if the products are labelled as such.  (It is noted that the government is looking at new 
“Australian Made” packaging). 
 
I do not wish to purchase or support any halal certified products, but find that labelling of such is 
pretty much non-existent.  Why is this? 
 

b. Current labelling requirements of food certification schemes 
 
 Why is it that other products need to be labelled gluten free, wheat free, kosher, organic, etc. etc.- yet 

there is no such requirement for companies paying for halal certification to label their products as 
halal certified? 

 
 It is very interesting to note that ALL of the Board Members of the Australian Food and Grocery 

Council (Attachment 8), are from large companies which pay halal certification fees.  So it is therefore 
very interesting to note the AFGC’s comments and viewpoint with respect to halal certification on 
their website. 

 Their website states : 

 “The Code of Practice for Food Labelling and Promotion (the Code) has been developed as a 
mechanism for the food industry to aid consumers in their decision making through the 
provision of consistent and accurate information about food products.” 

 
 Under the Daily Intake Labelling they state : “AFGC has been a consistent proponent of a food 

regulatory system that facilitates the provision of accurate information about the nutritional content of 
food.  This allows consumers to make more informed decisions about the products they choose for 
themselves and their families based on ingredients, nutrition, quality, convenience and value for 
money.” 

 
 Perhaps they should also be considering religion, accountability, and providing information for the 

majority of the population with respect to halal certified food and products. 
 
c) The need for labelling 
 
 Consumers have a right to choose what they purchase and this includes the right to choose whether 

they purchase halal certified products or non-halal certified products.  Therefore all halal certified 
products should be clearly labelled as such. 

 
 Interestingly, The Hon. Barnaby Joyce states in Attachment 4 – “Halal certification is not required to 

be declared on the label, although food businesses may choose to voluntarily display this 
information.  I encourage you to seek information directly from food companies to identify products 
that have been produced appropriately for your needs.  Additional information about halal certification 
is available on the website of the Australian Food and Grocery Council ……” 

 
 Why should consumers have to contact food businesses to see if a food product has been halal 

certified or not?  Imagine having to contact food businesses to see if a product is wheat free, gluten 
free, kosher, GM, organic – and so it goes on. 

 
 Consumers who have taken the time to contact businesses in attempt to establish whether a product 

is halal certified or not, have been met in many instances, with a rude and arrogant response and 
enquirers have been labelled “bigots” and “racists.” 

 
 In Attachment 2, The Minister for Small Business, the Hon. Bruce Billson states “if you are not 

supportive of halal certified products for whatever reason, you may choose not to purchase them.”  
Choose?  Need I say more? 
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d) Whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make 

informed purchasing decisions 
 
 There doesn’t appear to be any type of “scheme” which provides information to Australian 

consumers with respect to halal certification.  If there is, it is not readily available to the general 
consumer and I would be pleased to have this information. 

 
e) Details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers and the 

potential for these to impact on prices for consumers. 
 
 The whole halal certification process seems to be “clouded in secrecy.”  There is no disclosure of the 

amount of fee paid; or how many different businesses in one product are involved in paying fees? 
 
 Of course businesses are passing on the cost of the certification to the consumer.  (The general 

consumer isn’t stupid).  If a company pays $20,000 per annum in halal certification fees for example, 
what company would not pass this on? 

 
 So once again it comes back to the choice of the consumer.  A bit like the GST.  User pays.  If 

people wish to buy halal certified products, by all means buy them and pay the extra – but those who 
don’t wish to purchase halal certified products need to know so that they have that choice. 

 
f) The importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and returns 

to producers 
 
 Once again, my comments are directed to halal certification, simply because the argument is 

constantly thrown up at those questioning halal certification, that it is a requirement for export 
purposes. 

 
 Attachment 1 is a copy of the Department of Agriculture’s Latest Meat Export Figures as at 16 July 

2015.  On looking at the figures, one could hardly say that the majority of the meat export market is to 
muslim countries that require halal certification. 

 
 I will ask you the Committee a further question. What are the export figures and percentages of our 

milk and dairy products?  The information obtained from the Dairy Australia website states that China 
and Japan are the largest export market.  No mention of China and Japan requiring halal 
certification. 

 
 What are the figures and statistics for the export of chicken?  Here is an extract from “The Australian 

Chicken Meat Industry : An Industry in Profile” : (A little outdated – but is it??) 
 
 5 . 3 EXPORTS 

Very little Australian chicken meat is exported. 
This is in part due to high local demand, and in 
part because international demand is largely met 
by countries which benefit from a lower cost base 
than Australia’s chicken meat producers and 
are, in some cases, supported by government 
subsidies. 
Australian chicken meat is exported primarily to South Africa, 
the Philippines, Hong Kong, Singapore and the South Pacific 
islands (DAFF, 2011). 
Over the five years to 2009–10, poultry production in Australia 
averaged 857,000 tonnes a year. Over the same period, Australia 
exported a relatively small share of poultry production to more 
than 60 countries. Over this period, on average, around 4 per 
cent of Australia’s chicken meat production was exported, with 
South Africa accounting for 33 per cent of exports by volume, 
Hong Kong for 21 per cent, the Philippines for 18 per cent, 
Papua New Guinea for 6 per cent and Vietnam for 5 per cent 
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(Hogan, 2011). 
Increasingly, the bulk of chicken meat exports have been made 
up of frozen cuts and edible offal (including any other parts of the 
chicken that are suitable for human consumption such as feet, 
liver, kidneys etc), reaching over 95 per cent in recent years, with 
mainly frozen whole chicken making up the rest (ABS customised 
report for ACMF, 2011). 
Chicken Meat and Trade 
THE AUSTRALIAN 
 
 

g) The extent and adequacy of information available to the public 
 
 One of my concerns with halal certification fees is that there is no government accountability with 

respect to where the fees/funds are directed.  The fees raised go to the Australian Federation of 
Islamic Councils (AFIC) : Muslims Australia. 

 
 At the present day, the muslim population comprises 2.3%-2.8% of the Australian population.  Why 

are funds raised from the many halal certifiers, going solely to the benefit of AFIC?  Is this not 
discrimination? 

 
 Why is there no benefit to the Australian Government in the way of having to pay tax? 
 
 If the halal certifiers are paying to their own nominated “charitable organisation”, what scrutiny and 

accountability does the government have with respect to the bona fides of these “charitable 
organisations?”  Attachments 5 (Islamic State : Member of Australian charity charged with raising 
funds for jihadists and recruiting for IS) and Attachment 6, (Adelaide Mosque Islamic Society of SA 
Charity revoked) are pretty damning examples of the lack of scrutiny and control that the government 
has over monies raised by the halal certifiers.  Have either of these two organisations in Attachments 
5 and 6, received funding from halal certifiers? 

 
 Why are there so many halal certifiers?  There should be one organisation in control of halal 

certification which is answerable to the Australian government and it should be paying tax to our 
government; the same as any other business and company in Australia is required to do. 

 
Other 
 
Whilst this Senate Enquiry into Third Party Certification of Food has been directed at ALL types of 
certification of food, it has enabled many concerned consumers to voice their concern with the contentious 
issue of halal certification. 
 
What it fails to address however, is the barbaric ritual slaughtering of animals in the name of halal and 
kosher. 
 
As per Attachment 4, The Hon Barnaby Joyce states “Regarding halal slaughter practices, I assure you the 
Australian Government takes the welfare of animals, including livestock, very seriously and does not 
condone animal cruelty.  However, the Australian Government has no legislative responsibility for the 
welfare of animals within Australia. ………. Stunning animals before they are slaughtered is widely accepted 
and applied in Australian abattoirs.  The majority of halal meat produced in Australia for Islamic consumers 
is produced in this way.” 
 
Not good enough.  Why have we changed from our Australian way of slaughter where we use stunning of 
animals prior to slaughter?  
 
I am quite sure the majority of the Australian population (and possibly government members also), have no 
idea at all, of how horrendous, barbaric and cruel the Islamic ritual slaughtering is.  Our wonderful Australian 
culture does not need to adopt and continue with these practices. 
 
The former Bosnian Grand Mufti, Mustafa Ceric in Attachment 3 in The Global Muslim Brotherhood Daily 
Watch – addressed a Middle East Halal Conference and urged muslims to conquer the world through halal. 
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Perhaps our Australian governments over the years have been blinded by false information fed to them.  
 
Summary 
 
1. All products that have been subject to fees paid by the company for halal certification, must be clearly 

labelled HALAL CERTIFIED to enable the consumer choice. 
 
2. There should be one certification company only which reports to the Australian government. 
 
3. Accountable reporting to the Australian government as to where all monies raised from halal 

certification have been distributed. 
 
4. No more reverse stunning of animals and a return to Australian standards of stunning for slaughter.  
 
5. Dedicated abattoirs only for halal slaughter for their own consumption and export.  Any halal meat 

sold on the domestic market to be clearly labelled HALAL CERTIFIED. 
 
Yours faithfully’ 
 
 
 

 



• 5 ? " . A u s t r a ' ' a n Government 
i&S'-y' Department of Agriculture 

D E P A R T M E N T A G R I C U L T U R E S t a t i s t i c s - L a t e s t Meat Expor t F i g u r e s 

Balance as of 16 July 2015 Page: 1 

AUSTRALIA DEPARTMENT AGRICULTURE Statistics - Total Chilled & Frozen Meat - July 2015 Kilos Shipped Weight 

Area 
Chilled 

Beef/Veal 
Total 

Beef/ Veal Buffalo Mutton Lamb Goat Pork 
Fancy 
Meats 

Area 
Total 

EUROPEAN UNION 934547 1009284 0 108269 160247 0 0 50059 1327860 

OTHER WESTERN EUROPE 16808 16808 0 4172 40769 0 0 0 61749 

EASTERN EUROPE 0 0 0 40132 33079 1282 0 0 74493 

USA EAST COAST 3985840 17140081 0 192051 1001150 194859 0 218332 18746473 

USA WEST COAST 1180419 6779912 0 -102322 474735 57101 0 36224 7245650 

CANADA EC 39847 1493466 0 136406 65019 0 0 82116 1777006 

CANADA WEST COAST 209988 372890 0 0 235238 0 0 532 608661 

JAPAN 5600140 13542113 0 189767 279475 0 0 1313842 15325197 

KOREA 1680181 7719631 0 111302 283010 19263 0 1186288 9319494 

TAIWAN 204072 1494054 0 192452 297293 124838 0 132993 2241630 

OTHER ASIA 888666 10687456 0 1386876 1623641 143326 880845 3157822 17879965 

MIDDLE EAST 866048 2477723 0 1483777 3592780 0 0 1108169 8662450 

OTHER DESTINATIONS 65406 492015 0 457941 1103034 127199 260836 1376874 3817899 

TOTAL AUS 15671963 63225433 0 4200824 9189470 667868 1141681 8663250 87088525 



Minister for Small Business 

MAR 2015 

Dear M 

Thank you for your email of 3 March 2015, concerning halal certification and food labelling. 

I note you are concerned with the practice of halal certification in Australia. Industry-based food 
certification initiatives aimed at highlighting the special features of a product are not uncommon in the 
highly competitive Australian food industry as companies compete in markets here and overseas. 

The Government supports consumers being informed about the food they purchase. While I 
appreciate that it may not always be evident i f a product has been prepared according to halal practices 
and therefore certified, generally there arc strong incentives for businesses paying for accreditation to 
clearly label dieir products. The Australian Consumer Law prohibits misleading or deceptive conduct 
and false or misleading representations, including claims that food products meet certain consumer 
values such as 'halal'. I f you have concerns that specific products have been mislabelled (for example, in 
relation to halal certification), you can raise your views directly widi your state or territory fair trading 
agency or by contacting the Australian Competition and Consumer Commission at: 1300 302 502 or via 
its website at: www.accc.gov.au/contact-us/. 

Finally, I note tiiere are many products sold in Australia that are not halal certified. I f you are not 
supportive of halal-certified products for whatever reason, )'Ou may choose not to purchase them. That 
said, the Government is aware there is considerable misinformation circulating about halal certification 
and is concerned about its potential negative impact on Australian businesses, including that it can 
unfairly affect dieir reputation when they are legitimately marketing their products in a certain way. 

I hope you find diis information useful. Thank you again for writing. 

Yours sincerely^ 

B R U C E BfLLSON 

 

Parliament House CANBERRA ACV26UU 
Telephone: 02 6277 7930 Facsimile: 02 6273 0434 

Email: sbtniiiiste.r(5itreiisuiT.gov.au 

http://www.accc.gov.au/contact-us/
http://treiisuiT.gov.au


Former Bosnian Grand Mufti Addresses Middle East Halal Conference; Mustafa Ceri. 

%^fi The Global Muslim Brotherhood 
Daily Watch 
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An Intelligence Digest Covering Developments In The Worldwide Muslim Brotherhood Network 

H O M E A B O U T C A T E G O R I E S • W I K I F A Q C O N T A C T s e a r c h -

Former Bosnian Grand Mufti Addresses Middle East Halal Conference; Mustafa Ceric Once 
Urged Muslims To Conquer World Through Halal 

By gmbwatch on January 3, 2013 

G u l f sources are r e p o r t i n g t h a t D r . M u s t a f a Ceric , t h e f o r m e r G r a n d M u f t i o f Bosnia, addressed t h e i n a u g u r a l session o f t h e Halal Congress M i d d l e East i n t h e UAE. Acc 
a press release: 

W Close on the heels of g e t t i n g mandates f r o m the Organization of t h e Islamic Conference t o prepare uni f ied standards f o r Halal food and cosmetics, the UA 
is in the global l imel ight again, thanks t o the Halal Congress Middle East t h a t has b r o u g h t together the most inf luential and authori tat ive minds on Hal; 
markets and standards t o Sharjah. The inaugural t w o - d a y Halal Congress Middle East got under way on Tuesday, December 11 at Expo Centre Sharjah and 
r u n n i n g c o n c u r r e n t l y w i t h the Halal Food Middle East. UAE Minister of Education H.E. Humaid Al Q u t a m i was the guest of h o n o u r at the openin 
ceremony. The inaugural ceremony was at tended by Haji Abdul Malik Kassim, M i n i s t e r f o r Penang State Government , Malaysia, and Chairman, Penan 
Internat ional Halal H u b , Malaysia; Dr. El Hassane Hzaine, Director-General ICDT (Islamic Centre for Development o f Trade o f OIC); and Saeed Obaid / 
Jarwan, Second Vice Chairman, Sharjah Chamber o f Commerce and Industry & Expo Centre Sharjah. "While the focus was on the m u l t i t u d e o f busines 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s associated w i t h one of the fastest g r o w i n g industries in the w o r l d , the need for a uni f ied standards system was heard l o u d and clear since a 
stakeholders in the i n d u s t r y very wel l k n o w t h a t a single Halal standard w i l l u l t i m a t e l y harmonise exports and i m p o r t s and ease market access t o sever; 
regions," said Saif M o h a m m e d Al Midfa , Director-General o f Expo Centre Sharjah. Held u n d e r the t h e m e 'Halal - global standard for quality , hygiene an 
safety', the Congress' inaugural session was addressed by Prof. Dr. Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu, Secretary General o f OIC; H u m a i d Al Qutami , UAE M i n i s t e r ( 
Education; M a k h d o o m A m i n Faheem, Senior Minister and Federal M i n i s t e r for Commerce , Pakistan; and Dr. Mustafa Ceric, The Grand M u f t i of Bosnia an 
Herzegovina (1993 t o 2012); and Saif M o h a m m e d Al Midfa . 

A f r o m D e c e m b e r 2010 r e p o r t e d o n by Dr . Ceric i n w h i c h he was said t o have u r g e d t h e M u s l i m U m m a h t o c o n q u e r t h e w o r l d t h r o u g h Halal [ f o o d ce 
I s lam] m o v e m e n t . 

C o n s i d e r e d b y s o m e t o be a l e a d i n g " l i b e r a l " Is lamic leader, M u s t a f a C e r i c is t i e d t o t h e g lobal M u s l i m B r o t h e r h o o d t h r o u g h his m e m b e r s h i p i n t h e E u r o p e a n C o u n c i l 
a n d Research (ECFR), h e a d e d b y Q a r a d a w i a n d b y his i n t h e U .K . -based "Radical M i d d l e W a y " c o n s i s t i n g o f a w i d e range o f associated scholars r e p r e s e 
global M u s l i m B r o t h e r h o o d . " W h i l e t h e p o s s i b i l i t y exists t h a t D r . C e r i c c o u l d be b e i n g g r o o m e d as a successor t o Global M u s l i m B r o t h e r h o o d leader Youssef Qar 
i l l h e a l t h o f late , r e c e n t state-;nrnrs by D r . C e r i c p u t h i m at o d d s w i t h Q a r a d a w i a n d s o m e o f his r e l i g i o u s r u l i n g s . Dr . C e r i c has also p a r t i c i p a t e d i n H o l o c a u s t rem< 
events w h i c h w o u l d also seem t o p u t h i m a t odds w i t h Qaradawi's h i s t o r / o f H o l o c a u s t d e n i a l / m i n i m i z a t i o n . I t s h o u l d be r e m e m b e r e d t h a t several ear l ier have < 
Dr . Ceric's i n c r e a s i n g v i s i b i l i t y a n d i m p o r t a n c e w i t h i n t h e global M u s l i m B r o t h e r h o o d , n o t i n g t h a t C e r i c sees h i m s e l f as a possible f u t u r e leader o f a " E u r o p e a n Is lam, 
t h a t these a c t i o n s m a y be d e s i g n e d t o w i n g r e a t e r acceptance f o r D r . Ceric b y E u r o p e a n leaders w h i l e at t h e same t i m e p r e s e r v i n g h i s c o n n e c t i o n t o Q a r a d a w i by r 
p a r t o f t h e ECFR. ; A post from S e p t e m b e r r e p o r t e d t h a t H u s e i n Ef fendi Kavazovic , t h e m u f t i o f t h e n o r t h e a s t Bosnian t o w n o f T u z l a , h a d b e e n chosen as t h e n e w Chie 
t h e c o u n t r y ' s Is lamic C o m m u n i t y , r e p l a c i n g M u s t a f a Ceric w h o h e l d t h e p o s i t i o n f o r 19 years . 

In N o v e m b e r a > r e p o r t e d t h a t t h e W o r l d Associat ion o f M u s l i m Scholars (aka I n t e r n a t i o n a l U n i o n o f M u s l i m Scholars) , h e a d e d b y Youssef Q a r a d a w i , w a s e x p e c t e d 
d e l e g a t i o n t o t h e Gaza S t r i p t h a t i n c l u d e d D r . C e r i c . 

R e l a t e d p o s t s : 

1. Pakistani Newspaper Says Bosnian G r a n d M u f t i Urges M u s l i m s To Rule W o r l d T h r o u g h Halal Food Pakistani media is r e p o r t i n g o n c o m m e n t s by Bosnian Grand M u f t i . . . 
2. Bosnians EleC New G i a s d M u f t i ; Mustafa Ceric Replaced A f t e i 19 Yeai Global media is r e p o r t i n g t h a t Husein Effendi Kavazovic, the m u f t i of... 
3. Bosnian Gran< M u f t i Says U.S. Kosovo Policy Suits M u s l i m s MEMRI is r e p o r t i n g that Bosnian Grand M u f t i Mustafa Ceric , a... 
4. Bosnian G r a m M u f t i Accuses F o r m e r E d u c a t i o n M i n i s t e r O f " H a t i n g M u s l i m s " An Ital ian news p o r t a l has r e p o r t e d o n a c o n f l i c t between. . . 
5. Bosnian Grant M u f t i Meets W i t h T u r k i s h State M i n i s t e r A T u r k i s h news p o r t a l has r e p o r t e d that Bosnian Grand M u f t i . . . 
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T h e H o n . B a r n a b y Joyce MP 

Minister for Agriculture 
Federal Member for New England 

Dear  

Thank you for your email of 19 January 2015 to the Hon. Andrew Robb AO MP, 
Minister for Trade and Investment, about halal certification and the Australian Halal Expo 
and Assembly (the Halal Expo). Your email was forwarded to me as I am the minister 
responsible for the matters you raised. I regret the delay in responding. 

I appreciate you bringing the Halal Expo to my attention. My understanding is that the 
Australian Government is not sponsoring or endorsing this event. 

Halal assurance processes for food are implemented voluntarily by food production 
businesses and certification operates under standard commercial arrangements. It is important 
to note that halal certification fees are not taxes, they are a fee for the certifications service. 
One way that manufacturers and producers can increase their market share is to highlight 
special features of their products, such as being organic or meeting religious or dietary 
requirements, such as halal. Businesses typically work to create and market these features by, 
for example, obtaining certification or using certain labels on the packaging. 

Halal certification is not required to be declared on the label, although food businesses may 
choose to voluntarily display this information. I encourage you to seek information directly 
from food companies to identify products that have been produced appropriately for your 
needs. Additional information about halal certification is available on the website of the 
Australian Food and Grocery Council, which represents Australia's packaged food, drink and 
grocery product manufacturers (www.afgc.gov.au/about-afgc/our-policies/halal-certification). 

Regarding halal slaughter practices, I assure you the Australian Government takes the welfare 
of animals, including livestock, very seriously and does not condone animal cruelty. 
However, the Australian Government has no legislative responsibility for the welfare of 
animals within Australia. Each state and territory government is responsible for animal 
welfare laws and the enforcement of these laws. The Australian Government supports the use 
of pre-slaughter stunning both domestically and internationally. Stunning animals before they 
are slaughtered is widely accepted and applied in Australian abattoirs. The majority of halal 
meat produced in Australia for Islamic consumers is produced in this way. 

Parliament House, Canberra ACT 2600 Telephone: 02 6277 7520 Facsimile: 02 6273 4120 Email: minister@maff.gov.au 

http://www.afgc.gov.au/about-afgc/our-policies/halal-certification
mailto:minister@maff.gov.au


In relation to your concerns about financial transfers from organisations, there are a number of 
Australian security agencies that monitor such activities. For example, the Australian Federal 
Police (AFP) is responsible for gathering intelligence, coordinating resources and monitoring 
and investigating illegitimate activities in Australia. I f you are aware of specific information 
about business funds being redirected to illegal activities, it should be provided to the AFP 
through its website—www.afp.gov.au—or by phoning its national office on 02 6223 3000. 

I have copied this letter to the Attorney-General, Senator the Hon. George Brandis QC. 

Thank you for bringing your concerns about halal certification to the Australian 
Government's attention. I trust this information is of assistance. 

Yours sincerely 

Bamaby Joyce MP 

Cc the Attorney-General, Senator the Hon. George Brandis QC 

1 7 MAR 2015 

: 

http://www.afp.gov.au
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Islamic State: Member of Australian charity charged with 
raising funds for jihadists and recruiting for IS 
By the National Reporting Team's Lisa Main and Susanne Dredge 

Updated Fri 3 Jul 2015, 4:55am 

Members of an Australian charity are under investigation for alleged links to Islamic State (IS). 

The charity, Dar al Quran wa Sunnah, was set up to help Syrian orphans, but it has come under scrutiny from Lebanese 
authorities after the arrest of one of its members, Ibrahim Barakat, in the northern Lebanese city of Tripoli on May 2. 

Barakat appeared before a military court in Lebanon on Friday. He faces charges of fundraising for jihadists, recruiting for IS 
and fighting against the Lebanese army. 

The ABC understands two other dual Australian-Lebanese members of the Sydney-based charity are under investigation in 
relation to the fundraising charges. 

Susan Pascoe, the commissioner for Australia's charity watchdog Australian Charities and Not-for-Profits Commission 
(ACNC), said the allegations against Barakat of fundraising for jihadists and recruiting for IS would "absolutely" trigger an 
investigation. 

"That would be a very serious matter and, I might add, that would be a matter not only of interest to the ACNC, but the 
intelligence and security agencies," she said. 

For large-scale investigations, ACNC cooperates closely with financial intelligence agency the Australian Transaction 
Reports and Analysis Centre (AUSTRAC), as well as the Australian Federal Police (AFP) and the Australian Security and 
Intelligence Organisation (ASIO). 

The AFP declined to confirm or deny whether Dar al Quran wa Sunnah was under investigation. 
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for Senator Das 
to "go back to Iran', and 

some of the 127 submission-
questioned his ability to d r 
the committee, 

"The tin foil hat brigade is 
out in force on this issue Vd 
ask Cory Bernardi to call off 
his band of loon as they 
risk derailing this inquiry." 
Senator Dasiyan said 



Attachment 8 

AUSTRALIAN FOOD AND G R O C E R Y C O U N C I L 

BOARD OF D I R E C T O R S 
E L E C T E D DIRECTORS AND O F F I C E BEARERS 
Chairman of the Board 
Terry O'Brien 
Managing Director 
Simplot Australia Pty Ltd 

Treasurer 
Phil Lynch 
Managing Director 
Johnson & Johnson Pacific Pty Ltd 

Chairman, E C R A Board 
Clive Stiff 
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer 
Unilever Australia & NZ 

Chairman, Corporate Affairs Committee 
Trevor Clayton 
Chief Executive Officer 
Nestle Australia Ltd 

Chairman, Health, Nutrition and Scientific Affairs Committee 
Andrew Towle 
Managing Director 
Kellogg (Australia) Pty Ltd 

Chairman, Supply Chain Committee 
Robbert Rietbroek 
Chief Executive Officer and Managing Director 
Kimberly-Clark Australia Pty Ltd 

Chairman, Sustainable Practices Committee 
Reg Weine 
Managing Director 
SPC Ardmona Ltd 

E L E C T E D DIRECTORS 
Darren O'Brien 
Managing Director 
Mondelez Foods Australia 

Anthony Paech 
Managing Director 
Beerenberg Pty Ltd 

Michael Ryan 
General Manager Mars Chocolate 
Mars Australia Pty Ltd 



Attachment 8 

Terry Svenson 
Chief Executive Officer 
Cerebos (Australia) Ltd 

Peter West 
Managing Director, Lion Dairy & Drinks 
Lion 

D A I L Y I N T A K E L A B E L L I N G 
AFGC is committed to ensuring that consumers are provided with high quality, safe and appropriately labelled 
products. This should be done through minimum effective regulation so that companies can continue to produce 
affordable products and be cost competitive. 

AFGC has been a consistent proponent of a food regulatory system that facilitates the provision of accurate 
information about the nutritional content of food. This allows consumers to make more informed decisions 
about the products they choose for themselves and their families based on ingredients, nutrition, quality, 
convenience and value for money. 

DAILY INTAKE GUIDE 
The Daily Intake Guide helps consumers make easy, smart choices about the food they need to include in their 
diet and ultimately helps consumers see the relationship between a serve of food and their daily requirements. 

Launched in November 2006, DIG currently appears on over 7,200 packages in addition to the nutrition 
information panel. 

DIG 'thumbnails' indicate the amount of energy and nutrients—protein, carbohydrate, sugars, fat, saturated fat 
and sodium— a serving of the product contains and the percentage of daily intake these represent. In line with 
the Food Standards Code, the 'daily intakes' in the thumbnails are based on those for an average adult diet of 
8700kJ. 

For further information on the Daily Intake Guide visit www.mydailyintake.net. Companies wishing to use DIG 
should consult the Code of Practice for Food Labelling and Promotion and contact AFGC for template graphic 
files. 

HOW DOES IT WORK? 
The Daily Intake Guides are like little windows that make it easy to see what's in a serving, and how much it 
contributes to the average diet. When people know what's in their food, it's easier for them choose what and 
how much to eat. 

The Daily Intake Guide brings the nutrition information to the front of the pack and provides additional 
information to show the percentage of daily intake these represent per serve. 

For information on how to apply the Daily Intake Guide, go to www.mydailyintake.net. This website provides 
further information about the scheme including the daily intake values for energy and the nutrients. There are 
also calculators to help people work out their BMI and their own daily energy requirements. 

INDUSTRY CODES 
AFGC has developed and administered several self -regulatory industry codes on behalf of the food and grocery 
manufacturing industry. 

http://www.mydailyintake.net
http://www.mydailyintake.net
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FOOD AND G R O C E R Y INDUSTRY CODE OF 
CONDUCT 
In 2013 AFGC secured the agreement of major retailers to comply with the food and grocery industry code of 
conduct. 

Learn more 

ADVERTISING TO CHILDREN 
The Australian food industry is aware that the community is concerned about the advertising of discretionary 
foods to children and have implemented codes of practice to demonstrate industry responsiveness to consumer 
issues such as these. 

There are two self-regulatory initiatives managed by AFGC that specifically address food and beverage 
advertising to children, namely the Responsible Children's Marketing Initiative (RCMI), which covers products 
found in retail outlets and the Quick Service Restaurant Initiative for Responsible Advertising and Marketing to 
Children (QSR1), which covers food sold in quick service restaurants. 

Learn more 

CODE OF PRACTICE FOR FOOD L A B E L L I N G AND 
PROMOTION 
The Code of Practice for Food Labelling and Promotion (the Code) sets out provisions that guide the way the 
food industry communicates with consumers through labels on food packages, through labels associated with 
unpackaged foods, and in advertising, promotional and point-of-sale material. The Code has been developed as 
a mechanism for the food industry to aid consumers in their decision-making through the provision of consistent 
and accurate information about food products. 
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GLOSSARY 
 

ABS: Australian Bureau of Statistics 

ACCC: Australian Competition and Consumer Commission 

FSANZ:  Food Standards Australia New Zealand 

HACCP:  Hazard Analysis and Critical Control Point 

IFIS: Imported Food Inspection Scheme 

OECD: Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development 

OIC: Organization of Islamic Cooperation1 

RSPCA: Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 

SA: South Australia 

DEFINITIONS 

Halal: Religiously permissible according to Islamic law. 

Kosher: Religiously permissible according to Jewish law. 

Third party certification: when an independent organization has reviewed the manufacturing process of a 

product and has independently determined that the final product complies with specific standards for 

safety, quality or performance2. 

 

Definition of food & beverage producers and manufacturers in this submission 
 

Sector Industry segment 

Food Producers (i.e. 
Primary Production) 

Apple, Pear and Stone Fruit Growing  

Beef Cattle Farming 

Aquaculture 

Citrus, Banana and Other Fruit Growing 

Egg Farming 

Dairy Cattle Farming 

Fishing 

Grain Growing 

Grape Growing 

Outdoor Vegetable Growing 

Pig Farming  

Poultry Meat Farming 

Grain-Sheep or Grain-Beef Cattle Farming 

                                                           
1 The specific countries in this organization are listed in the OIC website: http://www.oic-oci.org/oicv2/home/?lan=en 
2 http://www.nsf.org/about-nsf/what-is-third-party-certification/ 
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Sheep Farming 

Sheep-Beef Cattle Farming 

Under Cover Vegetable Growing 

Food & Beverage 
Manufacturing 

Artisan Bakery Products 

Beer Manufacturing 

Biscuit Manufacturing 

Bottled Water Manufacturing 

Bread Production 

Butter and Dairy Product Manufacturing 

Cake and Pastry Manufacturing 

Cereal, Pasta and Baking Mix Manufacturing 

Cheese Manufacturing 

Chocolate and Confectionery Manufacturing 

Cooking Oil and Margarine Manufacturing 

Cured Meat and Smallgoods Manufacturing 

Flour and Grain Mill Product Manufacturing  

Fruit and Vegetable Processing 

Fruit Juice Drink Manufacturing 

Ice Cream Manufacturing 

Meat Processing 

Milk and Cream Processing 

Milk Powder Manufacturing 

Poultry Processing 

Seafood Processing 

Snack Food Manufacturing 

Soft Drink Manufacturing 

Spirits Manufacturing 

Other Food Manufacturing (nec) 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

This submission aims to inform in relation to third party food certification systems in Australia and the 

schemes that are currently used by food and beverage producers and manufacturers in South 

Australia. Sources of information included primary data obtained through three separate industry 

surveys carried out between 2013 and 2014 on a variety of subjects affecting South Australian food 

manufacturers and producers. Data from specialised databases and online resources were also used.    

Based on the results of these surveys and our understanding of certification schemes as presented in 

our submission, Food South Australia proposes the following: 

Government has a role in reducing red tape and streamlining excessive and confusing food 

certification schemes, to minimise the associated cost burden for food and beverage businesses: 

 Food and beverage companies deal with a large number of accreditations and audits, most 

often having overlapping requirements. For example: we detected ten different mandatory 

accreditations (with variations for different species in the case of fisheries) applicable to 

South Australian food producers. Additionally, there are at least thirty nine types of voluntary 

certification schemes, including organic, free-range, Halal/Kosher and non-GMO certification, 

among many others. The multiplicity of public and private standards have led to companies 

receiving several auditors during the year to maintain multiple certifications, some of which 

are very similar and based on fundamental food safety principles. These audits represent a 

significant financial and staff resource burden on producers and manufacturers, which has 

been previously identified in past Government investigations3. 

 In three Food South Australia’s surveys, the average proportion of audits to satisfy 

Halal/Kosher requirements was less than 2%.  Instead, 44% of audits and certification 

activities carried out by primary producers and food manufacturers aim to satisfy food safety 

standards. From a cost point of view, food safety is the most significant type of certification to 

the industry; from an Australian consumer’s point of view, food safety is a given that does not 

command a premium, but its assurance is extremely important. 

 It is estimated that South Australian food producers and manufacturers spend annually 

between $98.8 million and $139.2 million in maintaining their food certifications. If the 

Government and private sector initiated a project that streamlined food safety certification, 

decreasing costs by just 20% in South Australia ─ engaging in particular supermarkets, as they 

drive many of these certifications ─ the quantum of annual savings just for SA food producers 

and manufacturers would lie between $8.7 million and $12.3 million. These savings could 

translate into more employment, expansion of plant and capacity, exploration of overseas 

markets, innovation and a more productive South Australian food industry. 

 It is therefore recommended that Government’s efforts should be focused on streamlining 

the multiplicity of food safety certifications, while ensuring that high food safety standards 

are maintained. At a private certification level, the AFGC Food Safety Auditing Scoping Project 

is expected to frame this issue and potential solutions before the end of 2015. At a 

                                                           
3 Examples include the 2009 Productivity Commissions report Performance Benchmarking of Australian and New 
Zealand Business Regulation: Food Safety, and the Inquiry into the Impact of Food Safety Regulation on Farms 
and Other Businesses carried out by the Victorian Government in 2013. 
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Government level, the auditing and certification system ultimately relies on third party 

organisations (particularly for implementation of HACCP plans) that can charge and schedule 

audits at their own judgement. There may be a need to review the framework of auditing and 

certification as established by Food Standards Australia New Zealand and as implemented by 

States and Territories. 

 A potential model to exert more control in seamless compliance of food safety schemes, and 

avoiding red tape and unnecessary costs to industry is the structure of AsureQuality , a limited 

liability company, 100% owned by the New Zealand government. This structure allows: a) 

better control of food safety costs for primary and secondary producers; b) improved flow of 

data and information from companies to multiple food safety authorities, to avoid duplication 

of food safety activities; c) streamlining of biosecurity requirements, with AsureQuality acting 

as a recognised inspection organisation by the Ministry of Primary Industries (MPI) in New 

Zealand; and d) transparency and accountability in regards to earnings, through publicly 

available annual reports and quarterly reports. Further, AsureQuality has an international 

reach, working with food producers to comply with food certifications in Australia, China, 

South East Asia and the Gulf States. 

 Although safe and clean food is a key message associated with Australian food, these 

characteristics are a given for domestic consumers and do not command a premium in this 

market. Further, the view that Halal/Kosher or any other type of certification costs are 

automatically passed onto consumers in the form of price increases is incorrect. The 

arrangements between suppliers and food retailers are such that prices are negotiated in a 1 

to 5 year timeframe. Depending on the contract signed, cost increases that push prices above 

the levels negotiated with buyers are more often than not absorbed by small and medium 

size food producers, thus decreasing their margins. 

 Food and beverage companies paying fees to third party certification businesses to comply 

with certifications do not ─ and cannot ─ know how their payments are used after their 

certification transaction. The key focus of food manufacturers is to produce and sell safe, high 

quality food for domestic and overseas consumers. It is the business of Government, through 

the appropriate Commonwealth statutory authorities, to enforce that Australian (and in some 

cases, foreign) organisations in the business of food certification systems operate within the 

applicable legal and financial frameworks. 

  

Government must ensure that the Australian food and beverage industry is not disadvantaged 

in domestic and export markets: 

 Despite the high percentage of foreign-born people in Australia, the percentage of Australians 

reporting an affiliation with Islam and Judaism is less than 3%. It is therefore reasonable to 

expect that a small proportion of Halal/Kosher accreditations is driven exclusively by domestic 

demand. Our analyses on new product launches in the Australian market between 2010 and 

2014 and their associated product claims support this view:  Halal and Kosher accounted for 

3% each of new food product launches in supermarkets. Drivers such as convenience, animal 

welfare and clear labelling (i.e. no additives/preservatives) are more important consumer 

trends affecting the type of voluntary certifications sought by food manufacturers.  

 The demand for Halal accreditations is predominantly linked to Australian food exports to 

Islamic countries, and mostly driven by the sizeable red meat exports to member countries of 

the Organization of Islamic Cooperation group (OIC), which amounted to an estimated US$1.6 

billion in 2013.  
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 Australian food producers and manufacturers should not be disadvantaged in domestic and 

overseas markets through reactive measures or inaction. Reactive measures include 

increasing domestic barriers to gain accreditations sought in overseas markets such as the 

export Halal segment, or burdening the industry with domestic regulations and labelling laws 

that do not improve the elemental food safety systems designed and led by the Government. 

Inaction includes issues such as the Government not leading or participating in international 

initiatives aimed to simplify Halal export requirements in overseas markets and ensuring that 

Halal does not become a trade barrier. 

 Increasing barriers to Australian food producers that want to certify their products as Halal 

may have unintended negative consequences, such as discouraging chilled and frozen meat 

exports to OIC countries, and perhaps encouraging live exports instead. Although such 

measures avoid costs of Halal certification in Australia, they do not address the inherent 

chain-of-responsibility drawbacks in live exports, manifested in recent reported cases of 

inhumane treatment of Australian cattle in overseas abattoirs. Further, the value addition in 

Australia is lost. The Government should do its utmost to safeguard the jobs of Australian 

meat processing workers. In 2013-14, meat processing was the 1st and 4th largest employer in 

the food sector in Australia and South Australia, respectively. 

Government should impose proactive measures that address the drawbacks of current 

Australian food safety schemes for imported foods: 

 

 Government needs to ensure that imported foods comply with the same high levels of food 

quality and safety demanded from Australian manufacturers, to create a level playing field.  

Overseas competitors do not have to comply with the myriad of certifications that Australian 

producers and manufacturers fulfil.   

 Imported products are subjected to a mandatory Imported Food Inspection Scheme (IFIS). A 

recent report by the Australian National Audit Office4 highlighted significant deficiencies in 

IFIS, managed by the Department of Agriculture and informed/guided by FSANZ. Indeed, two 

international reports give an overall rating of ‘Average’ to Australia’s food safety performance 

in 2014. A key reason in this assessment is that the tracing systems in place for imported 

foods and domestic products was rated as ‘under-developed’. 

 Government also needs to focus on the wider issues surrounding certification, rather than the 

specifics of labelling of products as related to certification schemes. For example, the 

currently discussed Country of Origin Labelling (CoOL) laws must be evaluated in the context 

of compliance. Is the information on country of origin going to be supported by specific audits 

or accreditations? Further, whilst there may be benefits for primary producers, the expected 

clearer message to consumers may not be achieved for high value added foods. It may also 

detract from the quality of packaging that positions South Australian and Australian products 

for both domestic and export markets. Food South Australia has provided further feedback to 

the Government on the proposed new CoOL laws through other forums5.    

 

 

                                                           
4 Australian National Audit Office. 2015. Administration of the Imported Food Inspection Scheme. Department of 
Agriculture. 132 pp. 
5 Letter to the Prime Minister sent on March 2015 and feedback during the Adelaide consultation session on 
May 2015. 
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BACKGROUND  
 

Food South Australia Incorporated welcomes the opportunity to make this submission to the Senate 

Economics References Committee, in relation to Third Party Certification Systems of Food.  

 

This submission addresses each of the following terms of reference for the inquiry. 

 

a. The variety and extent of food certification schemes held by food and beverage (F&B) 

businesses and certifiers in Australia. 

b. Current labelling requirements of food certification schemes. 

c. The need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees. 

d. Drivers for third party certification, from the perspective of F&B producers and manufacturers 

in domestic and export markets, including the changing face of food consumers in western 

countries. 

e. Estimates of certification costs paid by South Australian food producers and/or 

manufacturers. 

f. Food certification schemes for export market access. 

g. The extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including, but 

not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and related matters. 

 

About Food South Australia 
Food South Australia Incorporated is the State’s peak industry body, with 290 members that represent 

F&B companies. We also represent businesses that supply or provide services to the F&B industry.  

 

The South Australian Food & Beverage Industry 
Figure 1 shows that in 2013-14, South Australian food, wine and beverage manufacturers injected an 

estimated revenue of $10.2 billion to the Australian economy, or 11% of the Australian turnover for 

these industries. This sector directly employs 12% of the total workers employed by food, wine and 

beverage processors, nationally. The importance of this sector has been recognised by the Australian 

Government in its Review of South Australian and Victorian Economies6, which states that food, wine 

and agriculture represent a critical growth opportunity in South Australia to accelerate the transition 

from traditional manufacturing.  

Figure 1 indicates that: 
 

 Wine production is the largest employer in the South Australian food industry with 21% of the 

total in the State’s sector. As a single sector, wine also generates the largest revenue from all 

food and beverage segments, representing 18% of the State’s total revenue from food and 

wine. 

 
 
 

                                                           
6 Australian Government. Growing opportunities: South Australian and Victorian comparative advantages. 
Report of the Panels for the Reviews of the South Australian and Victorian Economies. April 2014 
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Figure 1. Food Industry 2013-14 South Australia7 

 

 Poultry processing, artisan bakery and meat processing are the 2nd, 3rd and 4th largest 

employers in SA, respectively. Employment from these three sectors represents 39% of the 

total employment in the South Australian food & beverage industry. 

 

 The revenues from poultry processing, meat processing, and fruit and vegetable processing ─ 

the 2nd, 3rd and 4th largest revenue raisers in the industry, respectively ─ cumulatively 

represent 31% of the total revenue of the South Australian food & beverage industry. 

  

                                                           
7: Estrada-Flores, S. Food SA Industry Intelligence Report. March 2015. 49 pp.  
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Table 1 summarises the distribution of South Australian food processing businesses in terms of 

revenue as estimated by the ABS8. Small and medium size businesses (i.e. with revenue of less than $2 

million) represent 86% of the F&B manufacturing sector. 

Table 1. Number of F&B processing businesses in South Australia. 

Revenue bracket Number of businesses % Businesses 

$2m or more  133 14% 

$200k to less than $2m 452 48% 

$50k to less than $200k 219 23% 

Zero to less than $50k 135 15% 

TOTAL 939 100% 

 

Sustainable growth is critical to the domestic food industry and the Commonwealth’s economy. 

Despite the fact that the food and beverage sector is now the State’s largest manufacturing sector in 

terms of revenue9, the industry is affected by the same forces that have marked the demise of the car 

industry in Australia ─ namely the sliding productivity in Australian manufacturing, fiercer competition 

in global markets and the ever increasing costs of accreditations and compliance. The Productivity 

Commission10 identified a negative annual growth rate (─ 4.2%) in the multifactor productivity11 of 

Australian food manufacturing between 2003 and 2008, as a result of an increase in combined inputs 

(hours worked and capital services) and a decrease in value addition. The latter was mostly due to a 

decline in exports and a loss of domestic market share for some products. During 2008-11, the 

negative annual growth rate stood at ─ 1.1%.   

 

The F&B processing sector operates with an average12 EBIT13 of 6% as a percentage of revenue14. This 

profit is heavily affected by the combined effect of transportation, utilities, labour, rent, regulatory 

costs and the appreciation of the Australian dollar15. Recent forecasts carried out by Food South 

Australia16 indicate that, in order to continue operating by 2020, South Australian food businesses 

with profit margins below the industry average of 6% (e.g. smallgoods and cheese manufacturing) 

must radically cut costs and increase their margins in the next five years. In the examples of 

smallgoods and cheese, profits must jump from the current levels of 1.6% and 2.5%, respectively, to a 

minimum of 5%. 

However, increasing profit margins in the current environment on which the food industry operates is 

not easily achieved. While in other industries manufacturers may be able to pass any cost increases to 

consumers, this is not the case in the Australian food sector. Often, contracts or agreements with food 

                                                           
8 81650 Counts of Australian Businesses, including Entries and Exits, Jun 2009 to Jun 2013. 
9 Austin, N. 22/04/15. Food industry in South Australia on cusp of boom. The Advertiser. 
10 Barnes, P., Soames, L., Li, C. and Munoz, M. 2013, Productivity in Manufacturing: Measurement and 
Interpretation, Productivity Commission Staff Working Paper, Canberra. 
11 Multifactor productivity is a measure of the quantity of output per unit of combined inputs of capital, labour, 
energy, raw materials and administration/services costs. It is a wider definition that labour productivity, which 
only focuses in outputs produced per unit of labour.  
12 Weighted average, taking into account the variation between F&B industry segments and their representation 
in SA. 
13 Earnings before tax, which is equivalent to profit. 
14 IBISWorld data for 2014. 
15 KPMG, 2014. Competitiveness & Sustainable Growth: challenges for the Australian Food & Grocery Industry. 
Report for the AFGC. 
16 Food South Australia’s report to the Department of Premier and Cabinet 90-Day Project: Addressing trade 
waste concerns in the food and beverage industry. May 2015. 
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retailers do not allow price increases for periods of time that can vary from 1 to 5 years, depending on 

individual negotiations. If manufacturers do increase their prices, their products are at risk of losing 

shelf-space and being substituted by home brands, products from other States or from overseas 

competitors. This competition means that local manufacturers must absorb any sudden increases in 

costs by eating on their already tight margins. The highly competitive food retail environment also 

means that some of the common assumptions made by Government and by the general public are 

incorrect, e.g. that the cost of increasing regulations can be passed onto consumers (through higher 

prices). The latter is often not an option for Australian food manufacturers. 

In Summary 
 
There is an ongoing need for government to reduce additional cost burdens and red tape upon the 

food manufacturing sector across Australia to maintain profitability over the long term.  Food and 

beverage producers and manufacturers are often not able to pass increasing regulatory/certification 

costs to consumers. The view that Halal/Kosher or any other type of certification is automatically 

passed onto consumers in the form of price increases is not accurate. The arrangements between 

suppliers and food retailers are such that prices are negotiated in a 1 to 5 year timeframe. Depending 

on the contract signed, price increases above the price negotiated with buyers are more often than 

not absorbed by manufacturers, thus decreasing their margins. 
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A. EXTENT OF FOOD CERTIFICATION SYSTEMS AND CERTIFIERS IN AUSTRALIA 
INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, SCHEMES RELATED TO ORGANIC, KOSHER, 
HALAL AND GENETICALLY-MODIFIED FOOD AND GENERAL FOOD SAFETY 
CERTIFICATION SCHEMES; AND 

G. EXTENT AND ADEQUACY OF INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO THE PUBLIC ABOUT 
CERTIFIERS INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, CERTIFICATION PROCESSES, FEES 
AND FINANCIAL RECORDS; AND ANY RELATED MATTERS 

The global food certification market was valued at US$10.7 billion in 2013, which represents 

approximately 1.4% of the total value of the world’s food and agricultural industry17. The food 

certification market is projected to grow at +5.2% from 2014 to 2019, to reach US$14.5 billion18. 

Developed countries are the main markets for certified food products, accounting for more than 95% 

of sales. However, there is a rapid increase in trade with emerging markets such as Brazil, Argentina, 

and China. 

At a global scale, the key drivers of growth for food certification are: a) changes in consumption habits 

(e.g. convenience) which have led to an increase in ready-to-eat foods in emerging economies and the 

corresponding shift in food safety risk from consumers to manufacturers, with less meal preparation 

at home; b) increasing food trade in new emerging markets; and c) consumer confidence in markets 

such as China, where imported food is perceived as safer, as they have to meet both the Chinese food 

safety standards and the food safety systems of the country of origin. Section D in this report further 

deals with consumer drivers for certification. 

Both mandatory and voluntary food certification systems depend to a large extent on third parties 

carrying out activities such as audits, testing, training and certification. This section provides details on 

these two types of certifications19.  Appendix 1 provides a list of both mandatory and voluntary 

accreditation programs that impact the activities of South Australian F&B producers and 

manufacturers.  

 

Mandatory (Government-led) Certification and Audits 

Domestic  

Australian businesses at all stages in the F&B supply chain are required to comply with the 

requirements of the four chapters of the Food Standards Code20.  Food Standards Australia New 

Zealand (FSANZ) is in charge of developing and managing the code, although FSANZ does not enforce 

it.  Responsibility for interpretation and compliance of the code rests with the State and local Food 

Safety Authorities, as described in Table 2.  

 

                                                           
17 The value of the global food and agricultural industry is estimated to be US$7.9 trillion. Source: Global Food 
Industry Overview. Plunkett Research. Available at: http://www.plunkettresearch.com/statistics/food-beverage-
grocery-market-research/ 
18 Markets and markets Press release. Food Certification Market worth $14.5 Billion by 2019. Available at: 
http://www.marketsandmarkets.com/PressReleases/food-certification.asp 
19 Section E provides further information on the frequency of audits as they relate to the types of certifications. 
20 http://www.foodstandards.gov.au/code/Pages/Food-Standards-Code-from-1-March-2016.aspx 
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Table 2. State and local Food Safety Authorities 
Corresponding State 

Food Safety 

Authority 

Website 

ACT: ACT Health – 

Health Protection 

Service 

http://www.health.act.gov.au/public-information/businesses/food-safety-regulation 

NSW: NSW Food 

Authority 

http://www.foodauthority.nsw.gov.au/ 

NT: Department of 

Health. 

http://www.health.nt.gov.au/environmental_health/food_safety/ 

QLD: Safe Food 

Production 

Queensland, Local  

Government and 

Public Health Units 

http://www.safefood.qld.gov.au/ 

http://www.dip.qld.gov.au/local-government-directory/ 

https://www.health.qld.gov.au/system-governance/contact-us/contact/public-

health-units/default.asp 

SA: Local 

Government, Primary 

Industries and 

Resources SA, Dairy 

Authority and SA 

Health. 

http://www.lga.sa.gov.au/page.aspx?u=210 

http://www.pir.sa.gov.au/biosecurity 

http://pir.sa.gov.au/biosecurity/food_safety/dairy 

http://www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/public+content/ 

sa+health+internet/protecting+public+health/food+standards/food+safety+audits 

TAS: Local 

Government, 

Department of 

Health and Human 

Services – Food 

Safety and 

Department of 

Primary Industries, 

Parks, Water and 

Environment. 

http://www.lgat.tas.gov.au/page.aspx?u=221 

http://www.dhhs.tas.gov.au/publichealth/food_safety 

http://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/biosecurity/product-integrity/food-safety 

VIC: Local 

Government, Dairy 

Food Safety Victoria, 

Prime Safe Victoria 

and Department of 

Health and Human 

Services – Food 

Safety. 

http://www.dtpli.vic.gov.au/local-government 

http://www.dairysafe.vic.gov.au/ 

http://www.primesafe.vic.gov.au/ 

http://www.health.vic.gov.au/foodsafety/ 

WA: Local 

Government and 

Department of 

Health – Food Unit.  

http://dlg.wa.gov.au/Content/Directory/Default.aspx 

http://www.public.health.wa.gov.au/2/1061/2/food.pm 

 

Imports/Exports 

The Australian Department of Agriculture legislates and oversees the import and export certification 

and inspection services. There is sufficient information on the process and fees that F&B businesses 

must incur to comply with mandatory requirements in the Dept. of Agriculture’s website. For example: 
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 For imported foods and raw materials, the Department of Agriculture publishes the 

Quarantine Fees and Charging Guidelines, available in their website: 

http://www.agriculture.gov.au/SiteCollectionDocuments/aqis/importing/general/quarantine-

fees.pdf 

 For export certification and inspection services, the Department of Agriculture also publishes 

fees and charges in their website: http://www.agriculture.gov.au/export/ecri 

However, a common grievance of food exporters is the lack of information and transparency on tariffs, 

regulations, licenses, permits and product standards required in each country of destination21. 

Therefore, exporters only have partial knowledge of the total costs of compliance. 

 

With regards to imported food, there are some issues that need to be raised: the Australian F&B 

industry works tirelessly to improve its food safety management and systems. However, they also 

have to compete with imports and overseas competitors do not necessarily have to comply with the 

same level of certification activities that Australian producers and manufacturers must have. Instead, 

imported products are subjected to a mandatory Imported Food Inspection Scheme (IFIS). A recent 

report by the Australian National Audit Office22 highlighted significant deficiencies in the IFIS, managed 

by the Department of Agriculture and informed/guided by FSANZ. In particular, the report recognises 

that there are minimal industry barriers for a large number of businesses importing a small number of 

food consignments23 each year. For example, in 2013-14 there were 510,828 quarantine and food 

consignments for 91,277 importers. Of these importers, 81% imported less than two consignments for 

the financial year. The total number of entries24 referred for inspection under the Imported Food 

Inspection Scheme to the Department of Agriculture in 2013-14 were 18,370, or 3.4% of the total 

number of consignments25. 

 

This particular weakness in IFIS may be responsible for the international perception of Australia’s food 

safety systems: contrary to the Government and industry perception of Australia’s reputable food 

safety credentials, Australia alongside New Zealand and Brazil received an overall rating of ‘Average’ in 

a 2014 ranking of 16 OECD countries in regards to their food safety performance26. A similar average 

ranking was given by the Global Food Traceability Center27. The reason for the latter was that, 

although Australia has a strong traceability system in livestock management, the tracing systems in 

place for other imported and domestic food products is under-developed. 

 

                                                           
21 University of Sydney. Australia’s International Business Survey 2014. Report prepared for the Export Council of 
Australia. 
22 Australian National Audit Office. 2015. Administration of the Imported Food Inspection Scheme. Department 
of Agriculture. 132 pp. 
23 A consignment is an entry of goods that comprises one or more food types (lines) imported by the same 
owner at the same time. 
24 A Customs and Border Protection Services electronic document generated using the Australian Customs and 
Border Protection Service’s Integrated Cargo System (ICS). An entry may contain one or more food items/types. 
25 Data from the Dept. of Agriculture website: http://www.agriculture.gov.au/import/food/inspection-
compliance/inspection-data 
26 Le Valle, J.C. Charlebois, S. 2014 World Ranking: Food Safety Performance. The Conference Board of Canada.78 
pp. 
27 Charlebois, S., Sterling, B., Kyaw Naing, S. 2014. Comparison of Global Food Traceability Regulations and 
Requirements. Comprehensive Reviews in Food Science and Technology. 13(5):1104-1123. 
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Voluntary (Private-led) Certification and Audits 

Certification processes requested by large food retailers and foodservice buyers are considered 

“voluntary”.  However, they are often non-negotiable if suppliers want to sell their products to these 

buyers. The choices that food producers and manufacturers have are related to their distribution 

channels: if they sell to multiple retailers, they will have to comply with multiple food safety 

accreditations, as requested by each retailer. The same applies if F&B manufacturers supply to 

foodservice, with companies such as McDonalds, KFC and similar fast food chains each having their 

own certification/auditing requirements. Further, companies that export may undergo additional 

auditing processes by importing companies. This means that F&B manufacturers that have four or five 

channels for their products will have higher auditing and accreditation costs than companies that 

supply to one or two buyers. However, the lower risks and higher rewards for companies that sell to 

different buyers mean that companies tend to prefer the latter strategy, rather than relying on less 

marketing channels.  Diversification of markets is a common strategy for food producers and 

manufacturers. 

Although food retailers have resisted calls from the industry to merge all relevant private standards 

into a single one on the basis of supplier differentiation, the Australian Food and Grocery Council has 

commenced a project that aims to conduct the following work28:  

 Collect and collate the many auditing standards which are currently being used across industry 

sectors, with a view to streamlining their food safety provisions in future work; 

 Establish the key attributes of effective food safety management within companies; 

 Estimate the cost burden of multiple audits across the industry; 

 Identify the major stakeholder groups and establish mechanisms for communicating with 

them for future consultations on food safety auditing issues. This will include developing 

mailing lists, a web portal, and a dedicated email address; and 

 Consult with key stakeholders securing their support for future work on reducing audit costs 

and improving food safety outcomes across the industry. 

 

It is expected that a project report will be available in late 2015. In lieu of a more complete mapping of 
private accreditations, some examples of the accreditations requested by the largest food retailers in 
Australia are presented in Table 3. 

Table 3. Private third party certifications requested by supermarkets in Australia. 

Certification Requested by Examples of 
Auditing/Certification 

Companies 

Information on Fees 

Hazard Analysis 
Critical Control 
Points (HACCP) 
(Codex) 

Coles, Woolworths, 
Metcash, Costco 

AsureQuality Ltd, AUS MEAT 
Ltd, AUS QUAL Pty Ltd, BSI 
Australia, Bureau Veritas, SAI 
Global Ltd, Silliker Global 
Certification Services Pty Ltd, 
SGS Australia Pty Ltd, Qualspec 
International 

No specific fees are 
outlined in the websites 
of these providers, as the 
fees are based on a case-
by-case approach. 

                                                           
28 AFGC Food Safety Auditing Scoping Project Brief, June 2015. Available at: 
http://www.afgc.org.au/download/2778/ 
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Supplier Standard 
CSR-FV3 “Coles 
Supplier 
Requirements – 
Food”. 

Coles (only for Coles Brand 
suppliers) 

AsureQuality Ltd, Aus-Qual Pty 
Ltd, BSI Group ANZ Pty Ltd, SAI 
Global Ltd (Assurance 
Services), SGS Australia Pty Ltd, 
Silliker Global Certification 
Services.  

No specific fees are 
outlined in the websites 
of these providers, as the 
fees are based on a case-
by-case approach. 

Global G.A.P. Coles, Metcash BSI Australia, SGS Australia Pty 
Ltd, AsureQuality Ltd 

No specific fees are 
outlined in the websites 
of these providers, as the 
fees are based on a case-
by-case approach. 

Freshcare Coles, Metcash AUS QUAL Pty Ltd, BSI 
Australia, Sci Qual 
International Pty Ltd, SGS 
Australia Pty Ltd, Silliker Global 
Certification Services Pty Ltd. 

Freshcare establishes 
specific fees for 
certification. 

 

Woolworths 
Quality Assurance 
(WQA Standard) 

Woolworths (also 
recognised by Metcash) 

AsureQuality Ltd, AUS MEAT 
Ltd, AUS QUAL Pty Ltd, BSI 
Australia, Bureau Veritas, SAI 
Global Ltd, Silliker Global 
Certification Services Pty Ltd, 
SGS Australia Pty Ltd, Qualspec 
International 

No specific fees are 
outlined in the websites 
of these providers, as the 
fees are based on a case-
by-case approach 

SQF (1000,2000) Coles, Metcash BSI Australia, AsureQuality Ltd, 
SGS Australia Pty Ltd, AUS 
QUAL Pty Ltd. 

No specific fees are 
outlined in the websites 
of these providers, as the 
fees are based on a case-
by-case approach 

BRC Global Food 
Safety Initiative 
(GFSI) 

Coles, Metcash, ALDI JAS-ANZ (or equivalent) 
accredited Certification Body, 
BSI Australia, AsureQuality Ltd, 
SGS Australia Pty Ltd, AUS 
QUAL Pty Ltd. 

No specific fees are 
outlined in the websites 
of these providers, as the 
fees are based on a case-
by-case approach 

The fees for private standards are negotiated on a case-by case basis. For example, the exact types of 

third-party auditing and certification required to supply Coles are established according to: a) the type 

of product (e.g. manufactured products, whole fruits and vegetables); b) the suppliers’ place in the 

food chain system (e.g. agent/brokers, abattoir, manufacturer); and c) additional requirements 

established for suppliers under the Coles Brand, as established in the Supplier Standard CSR-FV3 

“Coles Supplier Requirements – Food”29. Additionally, Coles has developed training courses under 

their Coles Quality Academy, delivered in partnership with SAI Global / Advancing Food Safety (AFS). 

Woolworths developed its own food safety system for direct suppliers and indirect suppliers of 

Woolworths branded produce30. Certification to Woolworths Quality Assurance (WQA) is by invitation 

only. As a pre-requisite, produce suppliers must have a third-party audited HACCP-based system from 

                                                           
29 
https://www.supplierportal.coles.com.au/csp/wps/portal/web/QualityColesBrands/SupplierAuditRequirements/
Food 
30 https://www.wowlink.com.au/ 
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a registered Certification Body. ALDI31 and Costco have a number of requirements for their suppliers, 

and also request that they be certified to a GFSI-benchmarked system. Metcash32 requires that their 

suppliers are certified in: 

a) Any Global Food Safety Initiative (GFSI) recognised food safety schemes (e.g. SQF2000 level 3, 

SQF1000 level 3, BRC Global Standard, FSSC 22000, IFS, Global Gap). 

b) Other recognised food safety schemes (e.g. ISO22000, WQA, Primesafe VIC, NZ Gap, 

Freshcare, Australian Egg Corporation, Codex HACCP, DAFF / AQIS – Export prescribed goods 

QA system, ISO9000 in conjunction with another food safety program, Food Industry licensing 

requirements by any state licensing regulators in conjunction with another food safety 

program). 

 

Examples of third party service providers 

The specific services and turnover of the third party certification providers in Australia are detailed in 

Table 4.  This is not a comprehensive list of certification bodies, although the list encompasses the 

largest firms in terms of annual revenue. 

Table 4. Companies providing third party certification in Australia33. 

Company Third party certification services 

for F&B manufacturers 

Australian annual revenue 2014 

(AUD)34 

SGS Australia Holdings Pty Limited 
 Audit 

 Certification 

 Consultancy 

 Inspection 

 Outsourcing 

 Testing 

 Training 

 Verification 

$352.5 million 

SAI Global Limited 
 Risk management 

 Compliance 

 Business improvement 

$305.6 million 

Bureau Veritas Australia Pty Ltd 
 Asset Management 

 Certification 

 Testing 

 Consulting 

 Inspection/audits 

 Training 

 

$322 million 

ALS Limited 
 Testing 

 Inspection 

 Auditing  

 Consulting 

$582.2 million 

                                                           
31 http://www.correctfoodsystems.com.au/uploads/3/8/9/4/38945605/aldi_supplier_requirements_v1_2.pdf 
32 http://www.correctfoodsystems.com.au/uploads/3/8/9/4/38945605/ha05-
02_metcash_supplier_standards_matrix_january_2015.pdf 
33 IBISWorld company reports. Accessed at: www.ibisworld.com.au 
34 This revenue is not exclusive to food certification services and includes a mix of services to other industries. 
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Halal Certificates  

There are essentially two types of Halal certificates, which are considered voluntary schemes35: 

1. Registration of a site certificate: this document certifies that a plant, production facility, food 

establishment, slaughterhouse, abattoir, or any establishment handling food has been 

inspected and approved to produce, distribute, or market halal food. This does not mean that 

all food products made or handled at such a facility are halal certified. A site certificate should 

not be used as a halal product certificate. 

2. Halal certificate for specific products: this document certifies that the product or products 

meet the halal guidelines formulated by the certifying organization. Such a certificate may be 

issued for a certain time period or for a specified quantity of the product destined for a 

particular distributor or importer. If the certificate is for a specific quantity, it may be called a 

batch certificate or a shipment certificate. Meat and poultry products, for which each batch or 

consignment has to be certified, generally receive a batch certificate.  

The duration of these certificates depends on the type of product: 

 A batch certificate issued for each consignment is valid for as long as that specific batch or lot 

of the product is in the market, generally up to product expiration date or “Use By” date. 

 If a certified product is made according to a fixed formula, a certificate may be issued for a 

one-, two-, or three-year period. The product remains halal certified as long as it meets all the 

established and agreed production and marketing requirements. Often a system of occasional 

unannounced plant visits is used to confirm the plant’s status. 

For exporters, there are 22 establishments across Australia that have an Approved Arrangement with 

the Department of Agriculture for the certification of red halal meat and red meat products for export. 

This list includes the markets with specific listing requirements and it is hosted on the Department of 

Agriculture website36. A similar list is also hosted on the Department of Agriculture for aquaculture 

products37. 

Different organizations provide Halal certifications for different products and export countries ─ as 

distinct to one single organization being able to certify all Halal products for all countries. The reason 

is that the approval of Halal certifying organizations depends on the regulations of each export 

country. For example, only organizations approved by the Malaysian Islamic Development Department 

(JAKIM, established by the Government of Malaysia) are able to certify products and processes for 

Halal foods exported to Malaysia. Currently there are eight Australian organizations listed in JAKIM’s 

approved certification bodies38. JAKIM has established specific guidelines for Halal food production in 

their document “Malaysia Protocol for Halal Meat and Poultry Productions 2011”39. Non-JAKIM 

approved certification bodies may not follow the exact procedures outlined in such a document, which 

is why certificates from non-JAKIM organizations cannot be accepted for Halal exports to Malaysia. 

                                                           
35 Riaz, M.N. and Chaundry, M.M. 2004. Halal Food Production. CRC Press.P 164-166. 
36 http://www.agriculture.gov.au/export/food/meat/elmer-3/list-islamic-halal-certification 
37 http://www.agriculture.gov.au/export/food/fish/fish-notices/market-access-advice-notices-2014/fish-2014-
10#1 
38 http://www.halal.gov.my/v3/index.php/en/list-of-approved-islamic-bodies 
39 http://www.halal.gov.my/v3/index.php/en/guidelines/malaysia-protocol-for-halal-meat-and-poultry-
productions-2011 
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This same situation occurs with other Islamic countries. Different countries have their own criteria and 

procedures for issuing Halal certificates, which has caused a lack of standardization and has weakened 

the perceived authenticity of Halal certificates40. These issues have been addressed by the US as a 

non-tariff trade barrier to agricultural trade, with particular concerns voiced on Halal requirements by 

Indonesia and Malaysia41. 

In summary 

There is no doubt that global food certification systems are big business, representing approximately 

1.4% of the total value of the world’s food and agricultural industry. In Australia, a majority of audits 

reported by businesses arise from compliance with basic national food safety regulations such as the 

FSANZ Food Code Standard. The enforcement of this code relies heavily on third party providers of 

audits and certification services. Other certifications that compound costs relate to private standards 

such as the Woolworths Quality Assurance or the Coles Standard, which are necessary to supply to 

these retailers. A third group of audits relate to standards that respond to consumer trends, such as 

animal welfare through the RSPCA Approved Farming Scheme. A fourth group relates to export 

certifications from the Department of Agriculture.   

Multiple private standards have led to F&B companies receiving several auditors during the year to be 

certified against different standards, some of which are very similar and based in fundamental food 

safety principles. These audits represent a significant financial and staff resource burden, which has 

been previously identified in past Government investigations42. Hence, the accreditation systems are 

becoming excessive, confusing and a costly burden on food manufacturers. 

Food companies do not know how their fees are attributed to State and local Food Safety Authorities 

services, nor do they know or wish to know what their payments to third party providers are used for 

as they are paying for a certification and/or auditing service. The key concern of food producers and 

manufacturers is to continue producing and selling safe, high quality food and to invest in certification 

systems where there are clear benefits for their businesses.  The role of Government is to ensure that 

third party providers are legal entities, working in a lawful manner within the Australian tax and legal 

systems, and entitled to provide certification and audits services in Australia. 

 

                                                           
40 Latif, I.A., Mohamed, Z., Sharifuddin, J., Abdullah, A.M., and Ismail, M.M. 2014. A Comparative Analysis of 
Global Halal Certification Requirements. Journal of Food Products Marketing. 20:sup1, 85-101. 
41 Johnson, R. 2014. Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) and Related Non-Tariff Barriers to Agricultural Trade. 
Congressional Research Service Document 7-5700. 
42 Examples include the 2009 Productivity Commissions report Performance Benchmarking of Australian and 
New Zealand Business Regulation: Food Safety, and the Inquiry into the Impact of Food Safety Regulation on 
Farms and Other Businesses carried out by the Victorian Government in 2013. 
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B. CURRENT LABELLING REQUIREMENTS OF FOOD CERTIFICATION SCHEMES, AND  

C. THE NEED FOR LABELLING ON PRODUCTS PRODUCED BY COMPANIES THAT PAY 

CERTIFICATION FEES 

Companies that pay certification fees obviously want to communicate their credentials to consumers on 

particular certifications. There are scarce benefits if companies are not allowed to indicate that their 

products are free-range, organic, no GMOs or Halal/Kosher.  

Government needs to focus on the wider issues surrounding certification, rather than the specifics of 

labelling of products as related to certification schemes. For example, the currently discussed Country of 

Origin Labelling (CoOL) laws must be evaluated in the context of compliance. Is the information on country 

of origin going to be supported by specific audits or accreditations? Further, whilst there may be benefits 

for primary producers, the expected clearer message to consumers may not be achieved for high value 

added foods. It may also detract from the quality of packaging that positions South Australian and 

Australian products for both domestic and export markets. Food South Australia has provided further 

feedback to the Government on the proposed new CoOL laws through other forums43.    

D. WHETHER CURRENT SCHEMES PROVIDE ENOUGH INFORMATION FOR AUSTRALIAN 

CONSUMERS TO MAKE INFORMED PURCHASING DECISIONS 

Food South Australia is of the view that the key drivers for food certification arise from consumer demand. 

The following sections describe these consumer drivers in depth.  

 

Domestic Market 

There is no doubt that the changing mix of ethnicity, cultural and religious beliefs in Western countries is 

also changing consumer expectations in the characteristics of the food they consume. Consumers ‘vote’ 

with their purchases to ensure that their food choices have the characteristics they want, whether it is 

Halal/Kosher, free-range, food with no additives/preservatives, no allergens, locally sourced food, 

authentic, no GMOs and above all, safe food. Producers, manufacturers and retailers must respond to 

these evolving ─ and sometimes diverging ─ trends, to maintain their competitiveness in the market. 

The immigration flows presented in Table 5 have a significant influence in the changing palate of Western 

consumers. Some cases in point are44: 

 The US, which had the highest number of foreign citizens among developed markets (over 22 

million) in 2013. Hispanics make up 17% of the U.S. population, wield $1.2 trillion buying power and 

are more brand loyal than non-Hispanic populations, with a lesser emphasis on price-point 

compared to the national average. It is no wonder that packaged goods manufacturers that focus 

on the Hispanic marketing are likely to see faster revenue growth than those who are not as 

focused on this segment45. 

                                                           
43 Letter to the Prime Minister sent on March 2015 and feedback during the Adelaide consultation session on May 
2015. 
44 Euromonitor International Report. Cultural diversity and its impact on global consumer markets. March 2015. 
45 Bizzozero, J. 2014. U.S. Hispanics to Spend $86 Billion on Food Purchases by 2018. Food product Design. 
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 Europe, where immigration flows continue to increase. In Italy, the number of foreign citizens 

rocketed by 51% between 2008 and 2013. Italy was once a country of mass emigration that 

changed the eating habits on countries such as the US and Australia. This country is now Europe’s 

first port of call for economic migrants sailing over the Mediterranean from Africa46. 

 Australia has become one of the most diverse nations in the world. According to Euromonitor15,47 

foreign-born people accounted for 31% of Australia’s total population in 2013. The culinary history 

of this country has been based on the evolving migrant composition, including the influx of 

migrants from Europe and America during the 1850s that spurred the drinking of coffee and the 

expansion of street vendors with pies and Cornish pasties. In the past 15 years, Australia has seen 

an increasing influence of Asian and Arab/Persian influences in their food purchases48. 

Despite the high percentage of foreign-born population in Australia, the percentage of Australians 

reporting an affiliation with Islam and Judaism are only 2.2% and 0.5%, respectively. In comparison, the 

proportion of non-religious Australians is 22.3%49. Applying this same segmentation to the Australian food 

market and parting from the premise that we all have to eat, we would expect a small proportion of 

Halal/Kosher accreditations to be driven exclusively by the need to meet the domestic/local demand 

compared to the demand for accreditations through exports to overseas markets. 

 

Table 5. Number of foreign citizens residing in various countries and percentage growth between 2008 
and 2013. 

 

Country 2008 (‘000s) 2013 (‘000s) % growth 

US 22,214 22,256 0.2 

Germany 7,163 7,556 5.5 

Australia 6,371 7,232 13.5 

Spain 5,262 5,525 5 

Italy 3,433 5,196 51.4 

UK 4,045 5,032 24.4 

France 3,662 3,872 5.7 

Japan 2,217 2,240 1 

Canada 1,925 2,140 11.2 

Argentina 1,747 1,908 9.2 

Switzerland 1,602 1,860 16.1 

Belgium 971 1,262 29.9 

Austria 826 1,001 21.2 

Greece 906 870 -4.1 

South Korea 428 801 87.4 

Netherlands 688 801 16.3 

Sweden 525 667 27.2 

                                                           
46 In more recent time, socio-political events in Syria have led to relocation of about 3 million refugees to Turkey, 
Lebanon, Jordan and Iraq. Only about 5% of refugees have reached European countries. Australia receives less than 
0.1% of resettlements from Syria. 
47 Note that the Euromonitor report shows a discrepancy with the ABS estimates: According to ABS, the proportion of 
Australians who were born overseas as accounted in June 2014 was 28% of Australia's population, or 6.6 million 
people. In any case, Australia remains in the third place in this table. ABS source: Media release on 29-Jan-2015. 
Overseas born Aussies hit a 120 year peak. Available at: http://www.abs.gov.au/ 
48 KPMG and Quantium. 2014. Woolworths Trolley Trends. Available at: http://www.woolworths.com.au/ 
49 ABS. 2071.0 - Reflecting a Nation: Stories from the 2011 Census, 2012–2013. www.abs.gov.au 
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Mexico 601 665 10.6 

Taiwan 535 598 11.9 

South Africa 506 533 5.3 

Norway 266 449 68.5 

Domestic New Product Launches and Drivers of Accreditations  

Food SA performed a search of new food products launched in the Australian market between January 

2010 and December 201450. This search covered products launched in the food retail environment (i.e. 

supermarkets)in the following categories: a) baby food;  b) bakery; c) cereals; d) confectionery;  e) dairy;  f) 

desserts & ice cream; g) fruit & vegetables; h) hot drinks; i) meat, fish & eggs; j) ready meals; k) sauces & 

seasonings; l) snacks; m) soft drinks; n) soup; o) sports nutrition; p) spreads; q) sugar & sweeteners; and r) 

supplements. 

 

Figure 2 shows a comparison between the annual number of product launches in all categories and the 

number of product launches positioned as Halal. In the past 4 years, Halal product launches have 

represented an average of 3.4% of the total number of products launched in the Australian market. 

Further, although there was a significant increase of Halal products entering the market during the period 

2010 and 2011, Halal product launches during 2011-2014 grew at the same rate (+5.3%) than the overall 

product launches in all categories. 

Figure 3 shows that Halal, Kosher and non-GMO product launches cumulatively account for 9.5% of the 

total launches detected in 2010-2014. Organic certification accounts for 5.2% of the total product launches. 

In comparison, claims such as no additives/preservatives (31%), recyclable/environmentally friendly 

packaging (18%) and convenience/time saving (18%) are much larger factors driving food product launches. 

 
Figure 2. Total number of products launched in the Australian market between 2010 and 2014, with the 

corresponding number of Halal products launched in the same year. 

                                                           
50 Search conducted using the Innova database: www.innovadatabase.com 
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Figure 3. Mapping of positioning claims made on food products launched in the Australian market in the 

period 2010-14. Halal, Kosher and GMO-free launches represented 3.4%, 3% and 3.1%, respectively.  

 

Given that Halal/Kosher, non-GMO, organic and some other claims stated in Figure 3 have to be 

substantiated with third party audits, it is therefore reasonable to assume that the proportion of new 

products certified for each of these preferred options is a good proxy of the demand for such certifications.  

 

The small percentages for Halal and Kosher (3.4% and 3%, respectively) indicate that the domestic/local 

demand for Halal/Kosher products is: a) not impacting the certification costs of F&B manufacturing as much 

as other drivers (e.g. organic); and b) a relatively unimportant factor driving these accreditations. Instead, 

Halal accreditations are driven by the significant Australian exports to Islamic countries. This aspect is 

discussed in the next section. 

 

Overseas Markets 

The Muslim population in major export markets is expanding rapidly, creating rising demand for Islam-

friendly and Halal-certified products and services. A report by Thomson Reuters51 estimates that Muslim 

consumers around the world spent US$1,292 billion on food and drinks consumption in 2013, equal to 

17.7% of global expenditure. It is expected that this market will grow to US$2,537 billion by 2019.   

The top three countries with the best developed Halal food ecosystem are Malaysia, United Arab Emirates 

and Australia52. Australia’s position in this ranking is a consequence of the meat and live animal exports to 

countries with a large Islamic population: the Thomson Reuters report indicates that Australia exported 

US$1.6 billion worth of meat and live animals to OIC countries53 in 2013. This information is supported by 

recent analysis from the RSPCA, which indicates that in 2013-14 Australia exported about AU$6.8 billion 

                                                           
51 Thomson Reuters and Dinar StandardTM, 2014. State of the Global Islamic Economy 2014-2015 Report. 
52 The metrics for this so-called Halal Food indicator were: 1) Trade with OIC countries trade relative to size); 2) 
Governance on Halal regulations and certifications; 3) Awareness (number of related news articles and events); and 4) 
Social (food price index).  
53 This organization has 56 countries, listed in the OIC website: http://www.oic-oci.org/oicv2/states/ 
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worth of red meat to over 50 countries. About 22% of this value was exported to the Middle East and South 

East Asia54. 

It has been put forward that the Australian meat industry has not capitalised in the Halal market as it 

could55. For example, in 2013 Brazil was the largest exporter of meat to OIC countries, with trade worth 

US$4.7 billion. Although Brazil’s Muslim population is about 0.0002%, Brazil is one of the largest Halal food 

producers in the world, with some sources claiming that the country has over 300 food manufacturing 

plants that are Halal certified. Most of its Halal-certified food production is exported to Northern Africa, the 

Middle East and South East Asia56. 

The food industry is not the only sector where Halal/Kosher requirements are in place: Halal restaurants 

and outlets offering Halal options are becoming increasingly common in developed markets. In the UK, 

several major chains, including KFC, Nando’s, Subway and Pizza Express have replaced some or all of their 

meat with Halal versions. Other sectors influenced by Muslim consumer trends are fashion, 

beauty/personal care products, medicines/dietary supplements, travel, media and education. The global 

expenditure of Muslim consumers on food and lifestyle sectors is expected to reach $3.7 trillion by 2019, at 

a compound annual growth rate of +10.8%21. 

 

In Summary 

Despite the high percentage of foreign-born population in Australia, the percentage of Australians 

reporting an affiliation with Islam and Judaism are only 2.2% and 0.5%, respectively. We would therefore 

expect a small proportion of Halal/Kosher accreditations to be driven exclusively by the need to meet the 

domestic/local demand. The analyses of new product launches in the Australian market during 2010 and 

2014 and their associated product claims support this view.  Halal and Kosher accounted for 3.4% and 3% of 

new food product launches in supermarkets, respectively. This indicates that: a) the domestic/local demand 

for Halal/Kosher products is not impacting the certification costs to F&B manufacturing as much as other 

consumer drivers; and b) the domestic/local demand for Halal/Kosher products is a relatively unimportant 

factor driving these accreditations. Consumer preferences in both domestic and overseas markets indicate 

that certifications related to clear labelling (i.e. no additives/preservatives), convenience and others are 

significantly more important for consumers. Consumers already make informed food purchasing decisions. 

 Halal certification in Australia is mostly driven by the Australian red meat exports to Islamic 

countries. Increasing barriers to Australian meat processors that want to certify their products as 

Halal can discourage chilled and frozen meat exports to OIC countries, while encouraging live 

exports. Although such measures avoid costs of Halal certification in Australia, they do not address 

the inherent chain-of-responsibility drawbacks in live exports, manifested in recent reported cases 

of inhumane treatment of Australian cattle in overseas abattoirs. Further, the value addition in 

Australia is lost. The Government should do its utmost to safeguard the jobs of Australian meat 

processing workers. In 2013-14, meat processing was the 1st and 4th largest employer in the food 

sector in Australia and South Australia, respectively57.   

                                                           
54 http://www.rspca.org.au/media-centre/news/2015/meat-exports-vs-live-exports-%E2%80%93-real-story 
55 Kabir, S. 2015. Growing Halal Meat Demand: Does Australia Miss Out A Potential Trade Opportunity? Economic 
Papers: A journal of applied economics and policy. 34: 1-2, 60–75. 
56 Bruha, P. 2014. Halal Food Market In Brazil. The Brazil Business. Available at: 
http://thebrazilbusiness.com/article/halal-food-market-in-brazil 
57 Food South Australia internal research based on: Lyn, R. (2014). IBISWorld Industry Report C1111. Meat Processing 
in Australia. 



Third Party Certification of Food-Food South Australia Submission 

FOOD SOUTH AUSTRALIA INC.  Page 26 of 46 

E. DETAILS REGARDING CERTIFICATION FEES PAID BY FOOD PRODUCERS AND/OR 
MANUFACTURERS, AND THE POTENTIAL FOR THESE TO IMPACT ON PRICES FOR 
CONSUMERS 

To the best of our knowledge, there are 10 different mandatory accreditations (with variations for different 

species in the case of fisheries) applicable to the South Australian food industry. In comparison, we 

detected 39 voluntary accreditation schemes, including Halal/Kosher, and non-GMO certification. A 

mapping of mandatory and voluntary South Australian certification programs is presented in Appendix 1, 

Figures 1.1 and 1.2. 

The next sections summarise the results of three industry surveys undertaken by Food South Australia, 

showing the array of certifications and the frequency of audits carried out by various accreditation bodies 

on the operations of food producers and manufacturers in South Australia.    

 

Riverland Audit 2013 
In August 2013, Food South Australia and the South Australian Research & Development Institute carried 

out a survey in the Riverland area58, in regards to audits and accreditations59. The survey was completed by 

seven growers/packers (including almonds, grapes citrus, avocados, persimmons and stonefruit), four 

manufacturers of juice and juice drinks, one food packaging supplier and one operation combining grape 

growing and wine manufacturing (13 respondents in total).  

 

Figure 4 shows the type of accreditations and auditing organisations detected in this survey. 

Seventeen different organisations were mentioned in this survey. The most popular accreditation pursued 

by the respondents was HACCP, followed by the Woolworths Quality Assurance (WQA) Standard, with four 

mentions. The maximum number of accreditations registered by one single company in this survey was 

seven and the minimum was one, with an average of three accreditations per company. Kosher was only 

pursued by one company. 

 
Figure 5 shows the annual frequency of audits carried out in the 13 companies surveyed. 
 

                                                           
58 Local government areas: Berri Barmera, Loxton Waikerie, Renmark Paringa, and Mid Murray Council. 
59 Estrada-Flores, S. and McNaughton, K. Consolidation of Accreditation Audits for the Riverland Food Industry. Food 
South Australia report. 18 pp. 
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Figure 4. Riverland survey 2013: Types of accreditations and auditing organisations reported by the 
respondents. 
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Figure 5. Riverland survey 2013: Number of audits carried out in the 13 organisations surveyed in the 
Riverland in 2012-2013. 

 

Figure 5 shows that there are peaks and troughs in the frequency of audits in a year cycle, with the busiest 

months being March and September. A total of 62 audits were declared by the 13 companies surveyed, 

with an average of 6 audits per company every year. 

 

The State of the SA Food Industry Survey 2013 
 

In this survey60, 37 South Australian F&B businesses identified 21 different organisations that audit their 

processes every year, as illustrated in Figure 6. AQIS and WQA were the most mentioned regulatory 

accreditations, together with the audits carried out by SA Water in regards to trade waste regulations.  

                                                           
60 Sargent, T; Makrid, M; Estrada-Flores, S; and Barnett, C. State of the SA Food Industry 2013. March 2014. Food 
South Australia Report.21 pp 
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Figure 6. State of the SA Food Industry Survey 2013: Type of accreditations and proportion of companies 
that mention these in their responses. 

 

In this 2013 survey, the following points were made: 

 

 The number, complexity and costs of audits is one of the most significant frustrations for the 

industry. A critical need for the industry is rationalising and streamlining the accreditation and 

audits required for companies to operate in Australia. Some of the multiplicity of audits is being 

driven by the competitiveness of the major retailers: supermarkets seem to be setting different 

auditing standards for their suppliers, hence creating extra work for food businesses that sell to 

two or more retailers and segments.  

 Anecdotal information suggests that some companies struggled to comply with multiple audits 

from retailers, due to the increasing requirements standards being applied.  

 

The State of the SA Food Industry Survey 2014 
 

In this survey61, twenty two businesses provided the information captured in Table 6, which summarises 

the different compliance/certification organisations that audited these businesses in 2013-14. Eighteen 

different accreditation bodies were detected, with RSPCA and Global GAP mentioned the most in 

responses. Halal/Kosher audits to comply with these voluntary accreditations amounted to less than 2% of 

the total number of audits (138) for the F&B businesses surveyed in the period investigated.  

 

January and July ─ which show the highest frequencies of audits with 21 and 20 mentions respectively ─ 

mark the start and end of the busiest time of the year in regards to audits. 

 

                                                           
61 Estrada-Flores, S and Barnett, C. State of the SA Food Industry 2014. June 2015. Food South Australia Report.34 pp. 
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In regards to costs attributed to regulatory audits and compliance, a sub-sample of 17 businesses surveyed 

spent an average of 0.7% of their total revenue per year in these activities during the financial year 2013-

14. However, there were significant expenditure variations between food industry segments and some 

companies spent as much as 3% of their annual revenue to keep their accreditations in order.  

 

It should be noted that the sample of businesses surveyed only represent 2% of the total number of food 
and beverage businesses in South Australia. The margin of error is ±17% (at a 95% confidence level) when 
extrapolating the results and observations of this survey beyond the sample surveyed. 
 

Further, the costs above only capture the direct charges for accreditation, excluding other costs to 

businesses such as training necessary to comply with regulations, record keeping expenses, internal labour 

costs62 and expenses paid to auditors that may include travel and accommodation, when the offices of the 

auditing organisation are not located in the vicinity (i.e. regional businesses). 

 

It should also be noted that the survey does not capture the impacts of specific regulations arising from the 

Government. For example, according to Deloitte, changes such as Front of Pack Labelling and Country of 

Origin Labelling can cost in the order of $200 million and $80 million to the food & beverage industry, 

respectively63. 

 

  

                                                           
62 In particular, the fact that specialised QA staff are tied up for several days at a time; for example, some of our Food 
SA members indicate that the BRC audits can tie up QA resources for up to a week’s time during auditing time. 
63 Deloitte Access Economics. Reforming regulation of the Australian food and grocery sector. Commissioned by the 
Australian Food and Grocery Council. October 2013. 
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Table 6. State of the SA Food Industry Survey 2014: Summary of types of accreditations and frequency of audits per month. The darker shades of red indicate 
the highest number of audits. 
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Food Certification Footprint for South Australian F&B Businesses 
 
Using the data collected in the three surveys mentioned previously, and in particular the frequency of 

audits for each type of certification, a “food certification footprint” was calculated to understand what 

certification types are top-of-mind for food and beverage manufacturers and producers in South 

Australia.  

 

Figures 7 and 8 shows the result of this analysis. Figure 7 shows that HACCP and RSPCA audits are the 

most frequent types that F&B businesses undergo. The audits for certification of Halal/Kosher 

products/processes represent 1.5% of the total number of audits declared in the three surveys.  

 

 
Figure 7. Percentage number of audits for each type of certification, estimated from the three 

surveys undertaken (2013-2014). 
 
To further understand the key drivers for certification, seven categories were created to analyse these 
results: 
 

1. Food Safety: includes all the certifications dedicated to ensure a safe, high quality product. 

2. Choice: includes non-mandatory regulation that responds to key consumer drivers. 

3. PVT: private regulations specifically designed by supermarkets for suppliers. 
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4. Waste/pollution:  audits required to comply with licensing arrangements from organisations 

such as EPA and SA Water. 

5. OH&S: Health and safety audits. 

6. Government Reg: audits requested by local authorities/councils. 

7. Export: audits that respond to the Department of Agriculture or foreign Government 

regulations for export. 

 
Figure 8 shows the results of this analysis. Compliance with food safety certifications/accreditations 

scored 44% of the total number of audits, followed by the category ‘Choice’ (26%).  

 
 

Figure 8. Percentage number of audits per category, estimated from the three surveys undertaken 
(2013-2014). 

 

Looking at the composition of certifications classified as “Food Safety”, a large part of audits go to 

carry out basic HACCP. However, private accreditations such as Global GAP, SQF and ISOs also have a 

significant number of audits in this category.  Coles, Woolworths, ALDI, Costco and McDonalds audits 

cumulatively represented 12.4% of the total. However, some ‘Choice’ accreditations are often 

required by supermarkets too, depending on the type of products. For example, all Coles branded 

eggs are cage free; all fresh chicken meat sold in Woolworths supermarkets is produced on RSPCA 

approved (or equivalent) farms.  Suppliers for these retailers have to comply with the respective 

audits and accreditations to back these ‘Choice’ claims. 

 

A rough estimation of the accreditation costs carried by F&B manufacturers and producers in South 

Australia was undertaken, based on the following information: 
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 Revenue of primary production in South Australia in 2013-1464 = AU$6.8 billion.  

 Revenue of South Australian food and beverage manufacturing in 2013-14 = $10.2 billion65. 

 Average revenue percentage invested in certification processes (as per previous section) = 

0.7%. This percentage is used as proxy of the percentage costs spent by all F&B 

manufacturers and producers in the State. 

 Average cost percentage attributed to food safety schemes certification (based on the 

percentage of audits detected for this sector) = 44%. This percentage is used as proxy of the 

percentage costs for this type of certification. 

 Average cost percentage attributed to Halal/Kosher certification (based on the percentage of 

audits detected for this sector) = 2%. This percentage is used as proxy of the percentage costs 

for this type of certification. 

 

Using these factors, the average costs for certification to SA primary producers and manufacturers is 

estimated in Table 7. 

 

Table 7. Estimation of annual certification costs for South Australian food producers and 

manufacturers. 

 

Industry segment Estimated annual certification costs (AU$ m) 

Food Safety Halal/Kosher Others Total 

Food producers (Primary production)  $ 21.0   $ 1.0  $ 25.7   $ 47.6  

Food manufacturers  $ 31.4   $ 1.4   $ 38.6   $ 71.4  

TOTAL  $ 52.4   $ 2.4   $ 64.3   $ 119.0  

Error margin (+/-17%): 

Low estimate $ 43.5  $ 2.0 $ 53.3  $ 98.8  

High estimate $ 61.3  $ 2.8  $ 75.2  $ 139.2  

 

Table 7 indicates that addressing duplication in food safety certification (both private and public) is a 

necessary intervention to decrease the costs of food certification for food and beverage 

manufacturers in a significant way. For example, streamlining food safety certification systems to cut 

costs by 20% in South Australia would amount to annual savings between $8.7 m and $12.3 m. These 

savings could translate into more employment, plant and capacity expansions, innovation and a more 

productive South Australian food industry. 

 

In Summary 
 

Food and beverage companies in South Australia deal with a large number of accreditations and 

audits, which often have overlapping requirements. To the best of our knowledge, there are 10 

different mandatory accreditations (with variations for different species in the case of fisheries 

management) applicable to the South Australian industry. Additionally, we detected 39 types of 

voluntary accreditation programs, including Halal/Kosher and non-GMO certification. 

 

                                                           
64 Sectors included in primary production are specified in the Glossary. 
65 Including wine. Source: Estrada-Flores, S. Food SA Industry Intelligence Report. March 2015. 49 pp. 
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Food South Australia’s surveys indicate that a significant proportion of audits (44%) and certification 

activities carried out by F&B producers and manufacturers aim to satisfy food safety standards. The 

average proportion of audits to satisfy Halal/Kosher requirements in our three surveys was 1.5%.  

 

It is estimated that South Australian food producers and manufacturers spend annually between $98.8 

million and $139.2 million in maintaining their food certifications. From a cost point of view, food 

safety is the most significant type of certification to the industry; from a consumer’s point of view, 

food safety is a given that does not command a premium, but it is extremely important. If the 

Government and private sector initiated a project that streamlined food safety certification, 

decreasing costs by just 20% in South Australia, the quantum of annual savings would lie between $8.7 

million and $12.3 million. These savings could translate into more employment, plant and capacity 

expansions, innovation and a more productive South Australian food industry. 

 
It is therefore recommended that Government’s efforts should be focused on reducing red tape and 

streamlining the multiplicity of food safety certifications, while ensuring that high food safety 

standards are maintained. At a private certification level, the AFGC Food Safety Auditing Scoping 

Project is expected to frame this issue and potential solutions before the end of 2015. This is a 

necessary step to address the requirements set by food retailers and foodservice, in particular, which 

have been highlighted by food manufacturers.  

 

At a Government level, the auditing and certification system (particularly for implementation of 

HACCP plans, which are a pre-requisite for general food safety compliance) ultimately relies on third 

party organisations that can charge and schedule audits at their own judgement. This particular issue 

calls for a deeper understanding on how charges are set by third party providers.  

 

A potential model to exert more control in seamless compliance of food safety schemes, and avoiding 

red tape and unnecessary costs to industry is the structure of AsureQuality66, a limited liability 

company, 100% owned by the New Zealand government. This structure allows: a) better control of 

food safety costs for primary and secondary producers; b) improved flow of data and information 

from companies to multiple food safety authorities, to avoid duplication of food safety activities; c) 

streamlining of biosecurity requirements, with AsureQuality acting as a recognised inspection 

organisation by the Ministry of Primary Industries (MPI) in New Zealand; and d) transparency and 

accountability in regards to earnings, through annual business plans and public reports, and quarterly 

reports on performance. Further, AsureQuality has a 25% stake in Dairy Technical Services (DTS), 

Australia’s largest food testing laboratory, also allowing a seamless flow of results into the food safety 

certification process. AsureQuality works with food producers working in (or exporting to) Australia, 

China, South East Asia and the Gulf States.

                                                           
66 http://www.asurequality.com/ 
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F. THE IMPORTANCE OF FOOD CERTIFICATION SCHEMES IN RELATION TO EXPORT 
MARKET ACCESS AND RETURNS TO PRODUCERS  
 
Many Australian food manufacturers have long understood that the domestic market cannot be their 

only option to sell products. For food, there is a barrier to revenue growth imposed by a combination 

of Australia’s population growth rates, consumer trends and the conditions created by a highly 

competitive and concentrated supermarket environment. Therefore, exports become an attractive 

addition to the mix of sales channels used for business growth. A Food South Australia’s survey of 37 

food and beverage producers and manufacturers in South Australia67 indicates that in 2013-14, 

exports represented a significant percentage (i.e. between 18% and 30%) of their sales.  

 

Exporters do not only have to comply with domestic food regulations:  there is a range of trade and 

regulatory factors that businesses have to get right, in order to export successfully to the market(s) 

targeted. Food South Australia recently investigated some of these factors for 32 products 

manufactured by 18 companies in South Australia, in confidential reports exploring the possibilities of 

exporting to South East Asia68. Table 8 summarises key regulatory and market factors for three 

markets: Singapore, Indonesia and Malaysia. In these three countries, the factors unrelated to Halal 

requirements outnumber Halal-related factors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
67 Sargent, T; Makrid, M; Estrada-Flores, S; and Barnett, C. State of the SA Food Industry 2013. March 2014. Food 
South Australia Report.21 pp. 
68 Food South Australia. Development of go-to-market plans for South Australian food manufacturers into South 
East Asia. 2014 Asian Business Engagement Grant. 
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Table 8. Regulatory and trade factors affecting food and beverage exporters to Singapore, Malaysia and Indonesia 

COUNTRY DEMOGRAPHICS TRADE/REGULATORY ASPECTS FOR VARIOUS FOOD/BEVERAGE PRODUCTS 

Singapore Population: 5.5 million in 201469 

 

Languages: Mandarin (official) 

36.3%, English (official) 29.8%, 

Malay (official) 11.9%, Hokkien 

8.1%, Tamil (official) 4.4%, 

Cantonese 4.1%, Teochew 3.2%, 

other Indian languages 1.2%, other 

Chinese dialects 1.1%, other 1.1%70. 

 

Religion: Buddhist 33.9%, Muslim 

14.3%, Taoist 11.3%, Catholic 7.1%, 

Hindu 5.2%, other Christian 11%, 

other 0.7%, none 16.4% (2010 

est.)21. 

 

 

HALAL/KOSHER OTHERS 

None, although Singapore re-exports a substantial 

amount of their food imports and some distributors find 

it advantageous to have Halal-certified products. 

1. Singapore-Australia Free Trade Agreement in 

operation since July 200371. 

2. A major impediment for agricultural shipments to 

Singapore is the strict sanitary requirements on meat, 

poultry and egg imports. A good example is the zero 

tolerance policy for Salmonella enteriditis and 

extremely low tolerance for Staphylococcus aureus in 

poultry meat, established by the Agri-Food & 

Veterinary Authority of Singapore (AVA). AVA also 

objects to the use of anti-microbial sprays on animal 

and poultry carcasses, which is a widespread practice 

in many exporting countries. The import of meat, 

poultry products and shellfish products requires an 

export health certification. In most import cases, 

random inspection and laboratory analysis of meat and 

poultry products are carried out. 

3. All pre-packed food products imported for sale into 

Singapore (including alcoholic drinks) must be properly 

labelled in English. Basic information such as 

name/description, country of origin, name and address 

of importer, and volumetric measure, should appear in 

English conspicuously and in a prominent position on 

the label in printed letters not less than 1.5 mm in 

height. Liquors do not have to carry a statement of 

ingredients. However, claims including alcoholic 

                                                           
69 http://www.singstat.gov.sg/statistics/browse-by-theme/population-and-population-structure 
70 https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/sn.html#People 
71 http://dfat.gov.au/trade/agreements/safta/pages/singapore-australia-fta.aspx 
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content, must be truthful and exporters must be able 

to substantiate these by means of laboratory analysis 

reports. 

4. The import of chilled shucked raw oyster, chilled blood 

cockle meat, chilled cooked prawn/shrimp and chilled 

crabmeat is prohibited for food safety reasons. 

5. Live shellfish may only be imported from countries, 

which meet the Agri-food & Veterinary Authority of 

Singapore (AVA) requirements for a shellfish sanitation 

programme. The countries currently approved for such 

exports are Australia, Canada, France, Ireland, the 

Netherlands, New Zealand, United Kingdom and USA72. 

 

MALAYSIA Population:30.4 million73 

 

Languages: Bahasa Malaysia 

(official), English, Chinese 

(Cantonese, Mandarin, Hokkien, 

Hakka, Hainan, Foochow), Tamil, 

Telugu, Malayalam, Panjabi, Thai 21 

 

Religion: Muslim (official) 61.3%, 

Buddhist 19.8%, Christian 9.2%, 

Hindu 6.3%, Confucianism, Taoism, 

other traditional Chinese religions 

1.3%, other 0.4%, none 0.8%, 

unspecified 1% (2010 est.) 21 

1. All beef and poultry products must be certified 

Halal and the products must originate from 

abattoirs that have been inspected and 

approved by the Malaysian veterinary and 

religious authorities. An Islamic Centre74 

approved by the Malaysian Islamic 

Development Department (JAKIM) must 

supervise the slaughter and processing and 

issue the Halal certificate for meat and poultry. 

The Islamic Centre must be listed by the 

packing plant on the original JAKIM application 

form or the application must be appropriately 

amended to make use of a new Islamic Centre. 

2. In recent years, the expectation of Halal 

standard in food products have extended from 

1. Malaysia-Australia Free Trade Agreement in operation 

since 201376. 

2. Malaysian health and food labelling requirements 

specify that imported and domestically produced 

processed food must be labelled in English or Bahasa 

Malaysia. Labels must contain the following 

information:(a) An appropriate description of the 

product;(b) A list of ingredients, in descending order of 

proportion by weight;  if the item contains any animal 

product and a statement as to the presence of such 

animal ingredients (e.g. beef, pork, lard, gelatin); (c) if 

the item contains any alcohol and quantity;(d) the 

minimum net weight (or drained weight, if the product 

is packed in liquid);(e) the name and address of the 

manufacturer;(f) the name and address of the 

                                                           
72 http://www.ava.gov.sg/explore-by-sections/food/bringing-food-into-singapore-and-exporting/commercial-food-imports 
73 http://www.tradingeconomics.com/malaysia/population 
74 http://www.Halal.gov.my/v3/index.php/ms/senarai-badan-islam-yang-diiktiraf 
76 http://dfat.gov.au/trade/agreements/mafta/Pages/malaysia-australia-fta.aspx 
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meat and meat products to nonmeat-based 

products such snacks, confectionery, dairy, 

bakery, etc. For further processed food which 

contains no meat, exporters are still 

encouraged to acquire Halal certification from 

approved Islamic Centres to cater to the 

Muslim consumer market; Muslims account for 

more than half of Malaysia’s population and 

will not consume foods that are not Halal. The 

Halal Certificate should accompany the 

shipment and the products should have the 

approved Islamic Centre’s Halal logo on their 

packaging for information and marketing 

purposes. 

3. Alcoholic beverages are by definition, not 

Halal75. 

 

importer (this can be affixed at the time of import); (g) 

a statement of shelf life or expiry dates. 

3. Certain food additives, preservatives, and artificial 

colourings may not be permitted in Malaysia. Codex 

approved items are generally allowed if there are no 

provisions or regulations pertaining to the additives 

and preservatives in the Malaysian Food Regulation. In 

addition, products with labels that include phrases 

such as “Contains No Palm Oil” or “Contains No 

Tropical Oils” will not be allowed for import. Malaysia 

is a palm oil producing country and is a strong 

advocate of this commodity. 

4. Nutritional labelling is compulsory for the following 

foods: prepared cereal foods; bread; milk and 

powdered milk, including sweetened condensed milk, 

evaporated milk and cultured milk; canned meat; 

canned fish; canned vegetable, canned fruit and fruit 

juices; salad dressing and mayonnaise; soft drinks 

including botanical drink, soya bean milk and soya 

bean drink. 

5. Unsubstantiated health claims and disease risk 
reduction claims are prohibited under Malaysian law. 
Evidence must be submitted by the importer to 
substantiate any health claims made for products that 
are intended to be sold to Malaysian consumers.  

6. In July 2014, regulations that require mandatory 

labelling of GM food and food ingredients went into 

effect. The regulations specifically state that no person 

shall import, prepare or advertise for sale or sell any 

food and food ingredients obtained through modern 

biotechnology without the prior written approval of 

                                                           
75 http://www.afgc.org.au/about-afgc/our-policies/Halal-certification/ 
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the Director. There are specific elements in the 

labelling of GM foods that must be complied with, and 

those wanting to export into Malaysia with any GM 

ingredients should be aware of these. 

7. For seafood, an import license is required. Such 
licences are issued by the Fisheries Development 
Authority of Malaysia.  

8. The Ministry of Health, Malaysia, requires that a health 
certificate accompany all imports of fish and seafood. 
This certificate comprises an international recognised 
declaration or statement by the official food health 
agency of the exporting country confirming that the 
consignment of fish or seafood is safe for human 
consumption. 

INDONESIA Population: 

 

Languages: Bahasa Indonesia 

(official, modified form of Malay), 

English, Dutch, local dialects (of 

which the most widely spoken is 

Javanese) 21 

 

Religion: Muslim 87.2%, Christian 

7%, Roman Catholic 2.9%, Hindu 

1.7%, other 0.9% (includes Buddhist 

and Confucian), unspecified 0.4% 

(2010 est.) 21 

1. The Indonesian Government approved the Law 

No. 33 in October 17, 2014, commonly known 

as the Guarantee on Halal Products Law. Under 

this Law, the Government of Indonesia will 

guarantee the Halal products available in the 

market through the Halal Products Guarantee 

Agency (“BPJH”), whose duties include issuing 

and revoking Halal certificates and labels, 

registering Halal auditors and accrediting Halal 

assessors. The law includes foods, beverages, 

drugs, cosmetics, biochemistry products, and 

genetically modified products. Halal products 

will also likely be required to be labelled with a 

recognized Halal symbol. 

2. Alcoholic beverages are by definition, not 

Halal77. 

1. Since September 2008, the National Agency for Drug 

and Food Control has enforced an imported product 

registration number (ML number) regulation for all 

imported package food to be sold through retail. Some 

importers report that obtaining the ML number is time 

consuming, and that requirements can be confusing 

and excessive. However, the ML registration processed 

has improved slightly by the implementation of the E-

registration for low risk processed food products (707 

kinds of food products) since early 2013. BPOM 

regulations require importers to apply for an import 

permit on animal based food products, including 

processed products, from the Director General of 

Livestock Service, Ministry of Agriculture. This permit 

must be obtained before an exporter gets an ML 

number. 

2. Requirements for food product labelling (primarily for 

packaged food for retail sale) are broad in scope. The 

                                                           
77 http://www.afgc.org.au/about-afgc/our-policies/Halal-certification/ 
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 National Agency for Drug and Food Control (BPOM) 

regulations require labels to be written in Indonesian 

and to note GMO-derived ingredients. In addition to 

BOPM labelling regulations, exporters are expected to 

comply with the new Food Law 18/2012, and the 

Consumer protection Act of 1999. As of January 2013, 

supplementary labels should be affixed prior to 

customs clearance (before arriving in Indonesia). 

Statements or claims on the benefit of the food 

product shall only be included if they are supported by 

scientific facts which can be accounted for.  

3. In March 2008, BPOM released a regulation (amended 

in 2013) which stated that all imported food 

material/ingredients, including processed foods, must 

obtain an entry permit (SKI) from the head of BPOM 

for every shipment. The SKI is needed to release the 

products from customs. To obtain the permit, an 

importer must provide supporting data and 

documents. 

4. Since 2011, the Ministry of Agriculture (MOA) and the 

Ministry of Trade (MOT) limit the sale of imported beef 

to the hotel and restaurant industry. This regulation 

also hinders meat imports for retail channels, as it 

requires meat to be ordered and shipped within three 

months from the issuance of the import 

recommendation.  

5. In regards to fruit and vegetables, MOA and MOT 

regulations state that the Indonesian government will 

allocate import quantities for imported horticultural 

products every six months and meat products every 

three months. These regulations limit the availability 

of imported fresh fruits in retail outlets; it should be 
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noted that more than 60% of hypermarket fruit sales 

are of imported fresh fruit.  

6. The Indonesian Ministry of Trade (MOT) regulation No. 

20/2014 (April 11, 2014) “Controlling and Monitoring 

of Alcoholic Beverages Supply, Distribution and Sale,” 

specifies import and distribution rules for alcoholic 

beverages78.  

7. Importers of alcohol into Indonesia must demonstrate, 

amongst other things, that: a) The importer has at 

least three years’ experience as an alcoholic beverages 

distributor; b) The importer must provide letters from 

at least 20 manufacturing companies, originating from 

at least five countries, which attest that the importer is 

an official distributor of their brand and that the 

importer is able to purchase a minimum of 3,000 

cartons per brand per year. The letter must be 

notarized by a public notary and by the Indonesian 

Government; c) The importer must provide a letter 

from the manufacturing company granting permission 

to the importer to assign a distributor in Indonesia; d) 

The letter must be “legalized” by the Indonesian 

commercial/economic attaché in the country of origin; 

e) The importer must have distribution agreements 

with alcoholic beverage distributors in at least six of 

Indonesia’s provinces. 

8. Alcoholic beverage distribution is only allowed for 

designated distributors, sub-distributors, and retailers. 

This applies for both imported and domestic products. 

Alcoholic beverage sales are only allowed for 

consumers 21 years of age or older in hotels, 

                                                           
78 http://gain.fas.usda.gov/Recent%20GAIN%20Publications/New%20Regulation%20on%20Alcoholic%20Beverage%20Distribution%20%20_Jakarta_Indonesia_5-6-2014.pdf 
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restaurants, bars, duty-free shops, and other places 

designated by local government. Liqueurs cannot be 

sold in minimarkets, supermarkets, hypermarkets and 

other retailer shops that are less than 12 m2 floor 

space. Further, alcoholic beverage advertisement is 

prohibited in all media. 

9. Distribution and sale of liqueurs are limited to 

companies that have an alcoholic beverages trade 

business license (SIUP-MB). This license is valid for 

three years and can be extended. 

10. Requirements for product labelling (primarily for 

packaged food for retail sale) are broad in scope. The 

National Agency for Drug and Food Control (BPOM) 

regulations require labels to be written in Indonesian 

and to note GMO-derived ingredients. In addition to 

BOPM labelling regulations, exporters are expected to 

comply with the new Food Law 18/2012, and the 

Consumer protection Act of 1999. As of January 2013, 

supplementary labels should be affixed prior to 

customs clearance (before arriving in Indonesia). 

Statements or claims on the benefit of the food 

product shall only be included if they are supported by 

scientific facts which can be accounted for.  

11. In March 2008, BPOM released a regulation (amended 

in 2013) which stated that all imported food 

material/ingredients, including processed foods, must 

obtain an entry permit (SKI) from the head of BPOM 

for every shipment. The SKI is needed to release the 

products from customs. To obtain the permit, an 

importer must provide supporting data and 

documents. 
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In Summary 
 

For Australian food exporters, there is a wide range of trade and regulatory factors that businesses 

have to comply with. For food and beverage companies exploring the possibilities of exporting to 

South East Asia, our analyses indicate that factors unrelated to Halal requirements significantly 

outnumber Halal-related factors. However, Halal certification open the doors to trade in countries 

where this consumer choice is important. 

It is the business of Government to ensure that Australian F&B producers and manufacturers are not 

disadvantaged in domestic and overseas markets through reactive measures or inaction. Reactive 

measures include increasing domestic barriers to gain accreditations sought in overseas markets such 

as the export Halal segment, or burdening the industry with domestic regulations and labelling laws 

that do not improve on the elemental food safety systems designed and managed by the Government. 

Inaction includes issues such as the Government not leading or participating in international initiatives 

aimed to simplify Halal export requirements in overseas markets and ensuring that Halal does not 

become a trade barrier. 
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APPENDIX 1: MANDATORY AND VOLUNTARY ACCREDITATION PROGRAMS FOR F&B 
MANUFACTURERS AND PRODUCERS 
 

A mapping of mandatory South Australian accreditation programs is presented in Figure 1.1. To the 

best of our knowledge, there are 10 different programs (with variations for different species in the 

case of fisheries management) that are applicable to the South Australian F&B industry. 

 

Figure 1.1. Mandatory accreditation programs for South Australian F&B producers and 

manufacturers 
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Figure 1.2. Variety of voluntary accreditation programs, with 39 types of accreditation identified. Voluntary accreditations include Halal/Kosher, and non-GMO 

certification.   
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Economics Committee (Senate) Inquiry:  

 Third Party Certification of Food: 

Halal certification: 

Thank you for taking the time to review my concerns regarding what I honestly believe to be a 

concerted effort to deceive the Australian public and Australian businesses alike by way of  an 

unnecessary, dishonest and wholly unethical  religious practice halal certification of foods and 

services. 

Payments made to at least 20 not for profit certification businesses in accordance with sharia law. A 

practice I believe to be nothing but a scam a religious law that is in direct contradiction to the 

Constitution upon which a secular Australia was founded.  

Section 116: Constitution of Australia (a right to exercise my religion) no fear no favour. 

The Australian government is the only entity by law who can tax its citizens, why then is it 

permissible   for a minority religious body accounting for approximately 2.5% of the population 

allowed to tax me and every other member of the public with a certification tax on goods and 

services? It is a violation of my rights and freedom of choice. 

 I do not want to pay a tax to a religion in conflict with my own beliefs, per Section 116 of the 

Constitution.  I object to having another religion and its practices forced upon me without my 

consent and or knowledge, one that  discriminates  against all other non-muslin faiths in this 

country, Christians, Jews, Buddhists, Hindus, Sikhs who are forbidden to consume substances prayed 

over by a false idol in this case islam.  

Muslims survived for 1400 years without the need for their food to be certified, indeed most Islamic 

counties still do not have a certified system for food, anything haram was  prayed over and then it 

was  deemed ( permissible) halal.  I want someone to tell me when that changed and why?  Also why 

has our government allowed this scam to continue for nearly 40 years unabated? 

Inhuman reverse-stunning slaughter methods as opposed to the human instant kill method: 

I am opposed to the barbaric slaughter methods by muslin slaughtermen.  Are you aware that most 

if not all abattoirs in Australia are halal certified?  leaving non-Muslim consumers no other option 

other than to buy or to boycott meat products that have been ritualistically slaughtered  by a 

religious practice not in keeping with their faith, bringing about a cruel death that is both slow and 

excruciating for the animals involved, resulting  in the end  product  being tough and of inferior  

quality due to toxins being released into the animals bloodstream and if for various reasons the 

meat is rejected at post slaughter inspection, meaning it is not fit for Muslim consumption it  is 

routinely sold to the unsuspecting general public  for consumption without their knowledge.  For the 

product to be truly halal compliant for muslims it must only be handled by a practicing Muslim of 

sound mind. 

 



What happened to all the non-muslim Australian slaughtermen and women who were previously 

employed in that occupation before certification?  It would appear they are now obsolete, is that not 

discrimination? Where are their rights in this a secular society? It would appear nonexistent the 

same as all non-Muslims citizens with regard to having any choice regarding anything halal.  

We as a nation love pork products, but unfortunately because a minority at least 2.5% of the 

population do not consume said product the remaining majority are denied a choice to purchase in 

certain outlets, how does this effect pork producers and the effect on their businesses? 

Article 9: of the human rights act states “freedom of and from religion and religious interference”. If 

that be the case then the at least 20 halal certifiers operating in Australia are in violation of all non-

Muslims rights. No religious body should have control over a nation’s food and services.  

I as a consumer am very concerned and at a loss to understand why a religious sect in this instance 

Islamic certifiers have been allowed to continue carte blanch to force their religion and religious 

practices upon non-Muslim Australian citizens.   

Why has our government allowed this tax to creep into our society by stealth without any 

consultation with the non-Muslim public? I reiterate, why are Australians of all religious persuasions 

being forced to subject to an Islamic tax on just about everything we need to survive without having 

a   choice? Why is a non-Muslim western democratic country such as Australia being forced to 

submit to a religious practice that is foreign to us and is in direct conflict with our constitution, it is in 

my opinion a scam pure and simple? one that needs to be banned. 

I object to paying a food tax where there is absolutely no accounting for where the actual profits are 

being directed to, to my knowledge no funds are used to support general projects in the wider 

Australian community, Why should 97% of the population be expected to accept and pay without   

consultation any payment to a religious practice that is both foreign to them and cruel in the 

extreme.  It would seem the total amount of monies raised by the tax on payments for certification 

of products and services only supports and benefits Islamic religious self interests  projects such as 

mosques and schools as well overseas projects, I ask you is that fair to the wider community?  

It has always been my belief that we in Australia live in a democratic country under the Constitution 

of separation of church and state.  Unfortunately, If that be the case why then are our elected 

governments past and present complicit in supporting  a religious minority over the majority of non-

muslin Aussies of differing faiths thus denying us our right to choose to participate in this Islamic 

certification scheme.  

 I would like to know just what percentage of meat slaughtered is actually purchased by muslim 

consumers, both domestic and export? 

 Can you tell me why at least 70% of Australian chicken is slaughtered halal, yet less than 2% of our 

domestic population is Muslim?  Why is it that only 5% of chicken is exported, mostly to non-Islamic 

countries?  I personally object to paying a tax to purchase general products and meat products that a 

minority religion foreign to my religious beliefs has forced upon me by way of religious interference, 

therefore leaving myself and others without the freedom to choose. 



 Do the amount of abattoirs and muslim only, male only slaughterers reflect this figure? I would ask 

for you to investigate whether or not non-muslim abattoir workers have lost employment because 

the abattoirs they were employed by became halal certified therefore rendering them unemployable 

due to religious prejudice which is in itself  discriminative? I ask you what sort of protection is there 

for non-muslim men and women abattoir workers in this country  if muslim only, male only 

slaughtermen  are exclusively  employed by these chicken meat  and red meat processors , if that be 

the case is that not discrimination on the basis of religion, and isn’t that against Australian law?  

Regarding current labelling requirements, it would seem that in Australia at this present time there 

are no mandatory laws to enforce companies to display labels or logos informing consumers that a 

product has been made in accordance with a religious doctrine. Unfortunately nearly all of these 

companies use this loophole to deceive the general public. 

 I as a consumer deem it my right to be able to make an informed choice when purchasing food and 

or services, a choice that allows me to have access to any and all information on products I and my 

family consume /utilise that may contravene mine and or my families religious beliefs, health 

concerns and or freedom of choice. 

  In the case of Australian producers truth in labelling it is all but non-existent we the paying public 

have no idea which brands are Halal certified which begs the question if we do not know how can 

practicing muslims make an informed choice as well. Especially as most producers continue to hide 

the halal logo, either inside the packaging or under the seams, effectively denying everyone the right 

to an informed choice to purchase. Then when we make a choice to not purchase in the way of a 

(Boycott) we are labelled bigots, seems to me the only bigots are the scammers and the companies 

they bully to pay for their scheme.  

 The Australian public have been deceived and deliberately kept in the dark regarding fees paid by 

food producers and manufacturers to the at least 20 islamic Halal certifying businesses.                     

Why is there no transparency, why is it a secret?  what are they hiding from consumers?                   

Who ultimately is paying? What costs are being passed onto the public?                                             

Why   do these certification businesses not get regularly audited?                                                             

Why if they are classed as a business do they have a tax exemption?                                                    

Why are these practices being forced onto hospitals and schools for such a small minority?  

I think we have a right to know. I personally am very disappointed and disillusioned by the complete 

lack of commitment and loyalty from our governments past and present in their failure to uphold 

their duty to protect and ensure equality with no fear no favour for all Australians, as laid down  in 

the Australian Constitution. It is my opinion that all halal certification be banned in Australia 

and if the minority   Islamic bodies wish to have certification they can by all means finance it 

themselves just as the Jewish community does with regard to kosher. At the same time 

legislation should be introduced making it mandatory for all Islamic and other self- funded 

certifiers to be registered and all products to display clear labels and logos. 

In closing thank you for allowing me to voice my concerns and with your input together we 

can make the changes necessary for these changes to be bought about.  
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To whom it concerns, 

I am writing this in relation to the HALAL CERTIFICATION. 

It is my belief that Australia’s laws, values and way of life as I know it to be based around Christianity. I 

see no reason as to why so much of our food stores and reserves need to be HALAL certified.  

According to the Qaran, all a practicing Muslim needs to do is pray over their food for it to become pure 

enough for consumption. Where the Bible is clear where it says that Gods people are not to eat food 

sacrificed or offered to false idols or Gods. Which means the Christian person either commits sin by 

eating tainted food or has a hard time finding a food source compared to a Muslim person who can pray 

over their food. I’m in my late 40’s now and can easily remember back when there was almost no Halal 

food on any shelf, now days it is becoming harder and harder not to purchase food that is not related to 

Halal certification. 

I also believe that with the costs associated with gaining this certification, that the costs are being 

passed on to the consumer thus raising the costs of the product. So now, not only is the Christian person 

sinning, by eating tainted food, they are also required to pay extra for the privilege and the funds go to 

what we call a false God. So the extorted Christian is damned and then double damned. 

As these costs are added into the prices and “donated to charity”, could we not claim this back on our 

taxes as “charitable contributions”? 

I have also noted that a number of food items that should not be considered Halal are receiving 

certification. Halal is concerning the slaughter of animals, which has nothing to do with chocolate, 

toothpaste, and so on. Mixing sugar, yeast and water together makes alcohol. So, why are products like 

Vegemite granted certification where the Qaran bans alcohol? (Vegemite was derived from beer scum 

and does contain a small amount of alcohol). There was a product sold at Aldi’s which listed an 

ingredient as pork, which was also certified even though the Qaran bans the consumption of pork. 

I’m not 100% against Halal food, if the Muslim people want to pay extra for their food to be certified and 

clearly labeled, fine by me, it’s their money. As long as I am not required to pay extra for someone else’s 

privilege. It’s the same as saying to the Muslim people that they need to donate to a Christian church. 

Thanks for reading, 

Geoffrey Crook 
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To Whom it May Concern
 
I wish to make this submission into Halal Certification on behalf of my family of four.  We are an average suburban 
Australian family of mixed race and mixed cultures.  This is our maiden submission to anything but we feel very strongly 
about this particular issue.  We are vehemently opposed to the current practices of Halal Certification Schemes and we 
believe that reform and regulation in this area is long overdue.
 
We know that the operators of these certification organisations provide a service to authorise the consumption or use of 
the manufactured end product of Australian companies for Australian Muslims and for existing or potential export to 
global markets where the end consumer is Muslim.
 
There is absolutely nothing whatsoever wrong with those of certain cultures or religions strictly adhering to important 
practices such as Islamic food preparation standards.  We are a tolerant and diverse multi-cultural and free country.  Our 
freedom is limited only by the dictates of our laws and activities that impinge on the freedom and rights of others.  This is 
where Halal Certification in its current form and the rights of the majority of non-Islamic faith collide.  No other community 
or minority group with a determination to harmoniously assimilate would dare impose upon our businesses a threat of 
boycott and trade restrictions should that business refuse to pay a ransom to certain members of that isolated 
community.  We do however see merit in other food labelling standards such as the Heart Foundation as these initiatives 
provide a beneficial service to the wider community.
 

 
The Halal Certifiers are generally providing a for-profit service.  They will inspect all essential processes to ensure products 
can be used or consumed by Muslims.  Australian businesses pay thousands to the certifiers (although these amounts are 
rarely disclosed) to authorise the use of Halal labelling (often hidden) and to ensure the products are fit for 
consumption for Muslim export markets.  These companies oblige the practice as the annual costs are relatively benign on 
a per-company basis whilst the consequences of being excluded from Muslim export markets can be severe.  It is simply a 
rational business decision to conform and this fact has been confirmed by numerous business representatives.  It is 
uneconomic to separate Halal approved processes from non-Halal processes and so the supermarket shelves are fast 
becoming filled almost exclusively with stealthily labelled Islam blessed products. 
 
The consequences for the 98% of non-Muslim Australian consumers is that we are purchasing, using and consuming vast 
amounts of Halal Certified products without ever having been consulted as to whether this was acceptable.  Ours is a 
proud secular country which has embraced the notion that Australians can live free of the demands of inflexible religious 
doctrine.  So how is it acceptable that much of what we purchase is religiously monitored and authorised?  We do not wish 
to consume products that have been approved by Muslims (or any other religion for that matter).  Our businesses should 
feel no pressure to cooperate with religious representatives seeking riches and consumers should have more choice to 
reject products approved by Muslims for Muslims who display scant regard for the rights of the majority.  
 
Most food products are Halal regardless of whether or not they have been certified.  Many instances of certification 
are simply ridiculous as has been divulged by Muslims themselves, several of whom insist that Halal Certification has 
become a rort or extortion racket.  These certification practices appear to be ever growing and all encompassing to the 
point where so many players in the near-saturated certification market are creating new ways to increase revenue .  
Islamic rules on transport and distribution, warehousing, machinery and utensils, preparation and packaging ensure that 
every aspect of production must be overseen by an Islamic representative.  If the Catholic Church insisted on such 
intervention we'd laugh them out of town, and rightly so. 
 
The Australian companies who pay for the Islamic certification have claimed that the end price of the products is not 
influenced by these imposts and that Australian consumers are in no way contributing to religious causes in which 
they may strongly object.  This may be so, but therefore the recurring annual cost must obviously reduce the company 
bottom line.  This could obviously impact company viability, jobs, wages, profits, taxes, share price and return 
on investment for superannuates and other investors.  Someone is paying.  The money must come from somewhere.  We 
also find it objectionable that non-Muslims are excluded from and discriminated against in the selection for process 
jobs that can only be performed by Muslims.  Religious discrimination runs counter to our country's values.  
 
We know that proceeds and profits from the numerous Halal Certifiers are in part used in the support of Islamic causes, 
whether through donations to Mosques, Islamic schools, Islamic charities and so on.  Authorities would obviously observe 
as best they can where these funds end up but it is virtually impossible to track the funds in their entirety and there have 



been instances domestically and overseas where vast amounts of money from Halal Certification schemes have funded 
extremist groups hostile to the civilised West.  Regardless of whether the proceeds are used for legitimate Islamic 
support/promotion or for dubious purposes, we should not be allowing a religious minority to profit from our grocery 
shop.  Minority Christians living in Muslim majority countries would never contemplate hitting up Muslim-run businesses 
for cash and special treatment.

We have studied Islam.  Islam is a religious ideology which has many aspects that conflict with our own values and moral 
convictions and which conflicts with the system of fundamental values of our pluralistic and liberal democracy.  Most 
Muslims are good and decent people but unquestionably many devout Muslims believe that their God demands waging 
jihad against non-believers.  Many believe that women don't share equal rights, that polygamy and sexual slavery is 
justified, that homosexuals and apostates deserve capital punishment, that FGM and child marriage is acceptable and that 
the Holocaust did not happen.  Some believe in a strict interpretation of their religious texts which dictates complete 
submission and an absolute rejection of democracy, freedom and man-made law.  Some insist that their scriptures demand 
non-believers pay a form of tax called a Jizya.  The horrific consequences of these beliefs are witnessed daily throughout 
the world and we rightly reject them.  We would never willingly support them.  Our conscience does not allow this.   

Many of our Australian Islamic leaders recently boycotted an AFP dinner to celebrate Ramadan/Eid intended to promote 
trust and friendship.  It appears that to these many Muslims our counter-terrorism operatives are an enemy when, to the 
rest of us they are engaged in the vital work of ensuring our security.  Promoting or supporting Islamic causes is something 
we are absolutely opposed to.  The mere thought that some of our hard-earned money can possibly find its way into the 
hands of extremists, hostile to our country and our culture is disturbing.  Who can guarantee that it isn't?  Whether we are 
inadvertently sponsoring the activities of bad Muslims or good Muslims, we should not be sponsoring any Muslims, just as 
they should not be financially supporting non-Muslims.  Australians will embrace mass-multi-ethnic immigration and 
multiculturalism so long as our warmth is not rewarded with divisive, bullying standover behaviours such as harassing our 
companies to comply with Islamic standards.  Why can't they comply with ours?  Are we not good enough?

The current Halal Certification system must be immediately overhauled.  It is unfortunately a fact that Australian 
businesses must have their products certified to please some export markets and that non-Muslim Australians cannot 
expect separation of processing techniques to satisfy our want to consume non-Halal produce on the grounds of principle. 
So we must significantly compromise with Muslims incapable it seems of compromise.  

The Australian Federal Government should administer the Halal Certification process and make it accountable to all 
Australians via an overseeing Minister.  The current Muslim certifiers who have developed trust with overseas 
importers can be offered positions within this new Government body.  It will then be illegal for individuals to elicit payment 
from companies for pay-to-play.  The new system would guarantee Islamic compliance and international Muslim importers 
of our products will be confident that their consumers will continue to have all demands and standards met.  It would 
importantly restore trust in Australians that the system is regulated, transparent, legitimate and possibly revenue 
positive.  It is simply impossible to think of how this might upset anyone, unless they were adamant to maintain a rort, or 
the profits were previously being misused/misappropriated.  Muslim consumers keep their Halal produce and non-
Muslims can be certain that although they must regrettably consume Halal products, at least the proceeds are not 
sponsoring ideologies that run counter to everything they believe in.  

Alternatively we could just prohibit the Halal sector from invoicing-profiting from religious certificates and regulate that 
Mosques administer the programs at their own expense.  Surely they could find enough unemployed Muslim volunteers 
prepared to partake training to provide this religious service for their community.

There may be a better solution and we are prepared to consider other suggestions.  However, the status quo must not be 
allowed to continue.

Thank you for taking the time and for your consideration.

Our permission is granted to use this submission in any forum that could potentially progress the case for positive, fair and 
fundamental reform in this area.  Please do not hesitate to contact  should you wish to discuss anything 
related to this submission.

Warmest Regards
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On 13 May 2015, the Senate referred the following matters to the Economics 
References Committee for inquiry and report by 30 November 2015, I wish to aid the 
inquiry with my submission.

A.The extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but 
not limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified 
food and general food safety certification schemes;

My main concern in this submission is the halal certification fee. 

Halal certification has become a very lucrative business and so has attracted many 
organizations offering this service. These businesses compete with one another and 
in some cases do not accept the authenticity of rival certifiers. The number of 
certifiers is difficult to determine, some claim as many as 33. By contrast Indonesia, 
an Islamic country, has only one.

These certification schemes are far from transparent. The certification fee paid by 
food manufactures is difficult to establish. Claims have been made that part of the 
certification processes requires the company not to disclose what they paid for the 
certification. 

These schemes go well beyond the boundaries set out by the teachings of Islam.  The 
Koran says, “It is He (Allah) who created for you, everything that is on the earth.” 
Everything on the earth is for Muslims to make use of, it is halal (permissible), except 
for what Allah and His Messenger says is haram (not permissible). But halal 
certification scheme works on the exact opposite principle, that everything is haram 
unless it is declared by them to be halal.

For example, one of these organisations on its website stipulates the following 
conditions for businesses that want to obtain their halal certificate:
“Only Halal food and beverages approved by us are to be served, sold, stored and or 
processed on the approved premises.” And:
“In the event of private purchases by stores, this will be permitted only from 
suppliers who have been explicitly approved by us.”
They are expressly forbidding businesses, shops and restaurants from purchasing 
goods from sources other than those approved by them. And, by extension, they 
have declared all non-approved goods forbidden, haram. They do exactly what Allah 
commands them not to do.

Halal certification reaches to non-food items such as pet food (e.g. Purina cat food) 
containers, transport, storage and outlets. By extension this could be made to cover 
every possible item. 

Consumers are finding it difficult to buy non-halal certified food. Some items, such as 
packaged bread, crumpets, English muffins and hot cross buns, are all halal certified. 
The consumer has no choice, there is no alternative.



 
B  current labelling requirements of food certification schemes;

While there are over a thousand products that are halal certified very few have 
labels that indicate they are permissible to Muslims. This scheme is for the sole 
purpose of informing Muslims that the food does not contain pork, road kill, fish 
without scales or alcohol. Yet you will not find this information on the labels or 
websites of these companies. Companies tell me, that because the halal symbol is 
not a marketing tool they don’t use it.

On some products (e.g. Bega Cheese) the halal symbol is on the back of the label 
only seen when opened. Someone who does not buy halal certified products on 
principle does not know they have bought a product that benefits an ideology 
contrary to their own until they open the packet. While the product can be returned 
to the shop for reimbursement it cannot be resold.

 

C   the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification 
fees;

Some people don’t buy halal certified products on principle. Certifiers declare the 
money collected from the fees they charge are use to promote Islamic schools and 
centres. Many non-Muslims don’t want to promote an ideology that is opposed to 
their own. They don’t want to fund the spread of Islam through their grocery bill. 
They should be warned that the manufacturer has paid a fee to a Muslim 
organization for a service that is of no value to them. Food does not carry a GST, 
even so the amount you pay in GST is printed on your docket, the amount you pay 
for the Muslim halal certification scheme is nowhere stated.

The label of every halal certified product should declare that a fee has been paid to a 
certifying Muslim organization. Muslims and non-Muslims can then make an 
informed choice.

 
D  whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to 
make informed purchasing decisions;

Australian consumers have a right to clear and accurate information about the food 
they are consuming. Food producers should be obliged to clearly label their products 
with such information as:
• Ingredients, coloring, preservatives, etc.
• Whether there may be traces of nuts
• How many calories they contain
• How much fat they contain



• How animals are treated in the course of production (e.g. free range eggs, 
inhumane slaughter, religious rituals, etc.)

As consumers, we absolutely should have the right to know whether we are buying a 
halal certified item because:
1. We may be paying more than we have to
2. It may be violating our religious sensitivities
3. We may be funding an ideology that is aggressively opposed to our own
4. It may be violating our beliefs about animal welfare. 

E  details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, 
and the potential for these to impact on prices for consumers;

Details regarding fees paid by food manufactures to halal certifiers are hard to come 
by. There seems to be an agreement that prevents companies to divulge how much 
they pay for the certification. The fees vary from industry to industry, but in some 
cases it is tens of thousands of dollars a month. A kebab shop may pay $5,000. This is 
a cost on doing business and must be passed on to the consumer. The bottom line is 
that the non-Muslim consumer pays more for their food for a service they do not 
require and which may be an affront to their sensitivities. 

F  the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access 
and returns to producers;

The principle that must be applied is ‘user pays.’ If an importer requires halal 
certification for the product they are buying, they arrange and pay for a certifier of 
their choice to do the inspection for them. The cost of certification is then passed on 
to the consumer in the Muslim majority country who has a concern about sharia law 
and these ideological requirements. This alleviates the Australian producer and 
exporter from any involvement in the halal certification scheme. The transaction 
them becomes a Muslim importer paying a Muslim certifier for the benefit of 
Muslims consumers. 

Why should the conditions imposed on Australian producers by Muslim markets 
overseas determine the way food is manufactured for the domestic market? Why 
should non-Muslims in Australia pay for the idiosyncrasies of a foreign ideology?

There are food manufactures who have two manufacturing plants, one for the 
domestic market and one for export to Muslim countries. This should be 
encouraged.

Many food manufactures use ‘export markets’ to justify the paying of the halal 
certification fee. Most packaged bread in Australia is halal certified. One wonders 
how much fresh bread is exported to Muslim majority markets? Most chicken in 



Australia is slaughtered according to sharia law, the little we export goes to Hong 
Kong, Philippines and South Africa, non-Muslim nations. 

Milk is halal, it needs no certification to say it is halal because it is already 
permissible. Yet milk manufacturers use the export argument to impose a halal levy 
on non-Muslim consumers. The same can be said about honey, nuts and a number of 
other products. Halal certification is no more than a hidden tax used to fund the 
spread of Islam in Australia.

G  the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers 
including, but not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and 
any related matters.

There is appalling lack of transparency when it comes to halal certification. No 
information on labels or websites, some companies do not answer emails simply 
asking, ‘are your products halal certified?’ Nestle is adamant the fees they pay do 
not fund terrorism. How can they be so sure? Kraf tells me the Islamic symbol shows 
the product has been produced in a hygienic way. Really? Sanatarium affirms the 
halal certification cost is not passed on to consumers. Is it paid out of the pocket of 
the employees?  Manufacturers use double speak when discussing this topic. 
Example Purina: 'Purina pet food products are not halal certified. Halal is a 
certification reserved only for human food… The symbol used on our packaging is a 
requirement of some export markets we sell to. This symbol confirms that the 
product complies to all export regulations and has been manufactured in a pork free 
factory. It is not a halal certification… All certification programs and approval 
processes incur costs; this is a normal part of export.'

There may be as many as 33 halal certifiers in Australia. Who are they? What do they 
charge? Why so many? Are they all recognized as authoritative? There are reported 
cases of inspectors not wanting to travel to out-of-the-way places and charging extra 
for the non-inspection. A van driver was charged a penalty and back fees for not 
maintaining halal certification. This has become a large lucrative business with big 
potential for extortion but is operates mostly unregulated. 

 Conclusion

Halal food concerns only Muslim. The majority of food products are halal and need 
no certification. A Muslim who is doubtful if food is halal only has to say ‘bismillah’ 
before eating. If the Muslim community or an importer wants to make sure the 
product contains no forbidden ingredients they can inspect it, but they alone pay for 
the cost of inspection. The non-Muslim community should not be required to pay for 
something that does not affect them. 

If there is a need to inspect certain manufactured products that may contain meat, 
seafood or alcohol then it should be done by a not-for-profit, secular, government 
approved agency and the cost passed on to the Muslim community or importer.



If the present system continues the label of every halal certified product must clearly 
state that a certification fee has been paid to a Muslim organization. This 
information must be available on the website of every company paying the halal 
certification fee and listed on the halal certifiers website with the amount that was 
paid. A list of halal certifiers must also be readily available.

I thank the Senate for initiating this very important inquiry and encourage the 
Economics References Committee to take the above comments into consideration. 
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I am writing this submission because I am against a religious tax that is placed 

on most of the food that I purchase. Australia has the highest food safety 

standards in the world, so there can be no question of unclean practises in the 

production of our foodstuffs or our products such as toilet paper, toothpaste, 

water etc. 

I object to the method of slaughter of animals required for this certification as 

they are not properly stunned and suffer greatly as they are slowly bled to 

death.  The process is not swift as is required with the kosher slaughter of 

animals.  Our animal welfare groups and RSPCA should be up in arms at the 

process as it violates the standard of care that we have towards our animals in 

Australia! 

At the moment when I shop I cannot identify which items carry the halal 

certification fee, as there is no indication on the labels either by stating that the 

item is halal certified or by displaying a logo stating/showing the same. Food 

items have it indicated on the label if it may contain nuts, but I cannot tell by 

the label whether a halal certification fee has been paid. 

All foods and goods that pay a halal certification fee need to have this clearly on 

the label using a standard logo  so that the public can easily identify that the 

product has an extra fee attached to it. 

As the majority of people in Australia are non-Muslim, companies should be free 

to produce specialty goods for the export market or for speciality shops as 

happens with many nationalities in Australia. This way those requiring it can 

shop at the specialty shops and the majority of Australians can shop for foods 

which do not require any religious rituals. At the moment we are all having to 

pay for the specialised production. Supermarkets should display the halal 

certified foods and items in a separate area just as they do for Asian and 

International foods. This will avoid creating any confusion for the general public. 

The Australian government should be in charge of the certification process thus 

creating a standard, just as they do for the Food Safety Standards. 
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To: The Senate Economics References Committee

Re: Third Party certification of food

Dear Sir/Madam,

Please introduce law to require ALL third party certification, 
especially Islamic halal, to be CLEARLY stated on the packaging 
and labels of food products for sale in Australia. 

Thank you
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28th July 2015 

Senate Standing Committees on Economics
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600

Dear committee secretariat

Third party certification of food 

I wish to submit my views to the committee in regard to food certification, preparation, costs 

and labelling.

As an Australian consumer I am frustrated and concerned by the practice of halal 

certification in this country. I am a practicing Christian and find it offensive that I and many 

other Australians were/are unknowingly paying an Islamic religious tax on our food.

I do not wish to support any brand that pays an Islamic religious tax to have their product 

halal certified. Less than 2% of our population is Muslim and I do not want to fund special 

religious rituals or political campaigns every time I do my grocery shopping. 

Many companies are paying for halal certification and not displaying it on their labels or even 

on their websites. Sometimes it is even difficult to get such information when calling the 

company directly. I am not saying halal must be stopped I am saying it must be regulated by 

our government and labelled accordingly so those that do not wish to buy halal certified 

products can make that chose.

Yours Sincerely
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To the Senate Inquiry on: 

THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATION OF FOOD 

"Oh mankind! Eat of what is permissible and good on the earth, and do not follow in 
the footsteps of satan; truly; he is an open adversary to you." (2:168) 

God's intention is not to deprive Muslims of food or to limit their nutrition. On the 
contrary, God's laws regarding food restrictions is to insure that Muslims consume 
what is good and not what is harmful. 

Excerpt Khadija J. Asad 

Terms of Reference  
 
a) the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not limited to, 

schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and general food safety 
certification schemes; 

 
There needs to be conformity and openness of what they involve, ie what are we getting for the 
certification?  What are the fees?  There should be one governing body overseeing a particular 
certification, so there is consistency.  One example is the Heart Foundation 'Heart Tick' who 
certifies products which are deemed to be good for a healthy heart.  My understanding is that this 
is a community service and just has administrative fees applied to certification.  It also has a 
webpage with a 'Governance' tab which highlights as follows: “The Heart Foundation is a federated 
charity comprising eight state and territory divisions, and a national body with a binding 
Federation Agreement that provides a framework for operations.  It also states on the website, its 
purpose, annual reports, etc. 
 
I believe at the moment, there are a number of Halal Certification 'charities', set up with 
assumedly their own interests on a minority part of the community.  One central federal body 
responsible for halal certification would clear up some of the inconsistencies and openness 
currently in place.  I have read on the internet, Australian Islamic Council’s stating they were 
setting up their own Halal Certification – why does every Council need a certification process?  
Could it be they make money out of it? 
 
We currently have legislation, governing food labelling  Food standards Australia New Zealand 
applies under the Food Standards Australia and New Zealand Act 1991 which mandates listing all 
ingredients and percentages, etc.  My understanding of 'non permitted food' (haram) for Muslims 
include alcohol, pork and blood products?  With our high standards in food labelling requirements, 
I believe the information required to make a decision on halal, would be to read the food labels 
required on all products.  Vegans, vegetarians, people with coeliac disease do this. 
 
As stated by the AFIC (Muslims Australia), the money goes to fund schools for “our children”.  As 
stated on their website:  “Muslims Australia AFIC provides access to schools across Australia  
enabling our children to be schooled at the highest level in an Islamic environment framed by  
Australian government curriculum.” 
 
Therefore, the money from Halal Certification paid for by the wider community goes to fund a 
minority community.  Fair? 



 

b) current labelling requirements of food certification schemes; 
c) the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees; 
 

Please make consistent.  Labelling of Halal goods must be consistent – not just a marketing 
decision – as stated by one manufacturer, who said their reasons for not labelling their products 
'halal', was a “marketing decision”.  The same as Woolworths, when I spoke to the Manager of the 
local Whitfords Branch in Hillary's, about why they do not label their bakery produce and meat 
products as halal, said he would pass on my request for comment to his Managers.  To date I have 
not yet received a response.   
Some manufacturers hide the labels inside the wrappers – again consistency.... 
 
d) whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make 

informed purchasing decisions; 
e) details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and the 

potential for these to impact on prices for consumers; 
 
I think a lot of the debate about halal certification is because of lack of information, which could be 
assisted by a central governing body, overseeing the process and distributing any  profits from fees, 
to the wider community. 
 
f) the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and returns to 

producers; 
There is obviously importance on halal exports, which is fine.  Export halal products or produce 
halal products through a separate process or company structure so that the certification is paid for 
by those purchasing the ‘extra’ value product. 
 
 

g) the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers 
including, but not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any 
related matters. 

 

This has been covered above, but again reiterated that there is no information widely available for 
consumers which allows for rumours other information to be fed to consumers creating alarm and 
boycott’s.

 

In closing, I believe I uphold community values in society by contributing through hard work and 
volunteering time to the community.  I have grown up in a society where religious freedom is 
granted to all.  Therefore I do find it very hard to have a religious belief/ritual bestowed on my way 
of life, especially in an area where it is integral to survival - food.  I believe the religious freedoms 
granted in Australia should be upheld by the right to purchase non-religious food.   

I do not understand why halal certification is required over and above the already legislated food 
ingredient labels which consumers use to make informed choices about the food they are eating. 

 

Deanne Mascord BA(Ed), JP   
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 To the Honourable Senators of the Standing Committee on Economics, 

Dear Sir/Madam,

Thank you for the opportunity to make a submission regarding Third Party Certification of 
food and other products.

Specifically, I would like to refer to Halal Certification.

The present scheme is purportedly aimed at informing consumers as to the relevant religious 
compliance of items purchased, obstensively  for the less than 3% of the population that 
require this.

Unfotunately, the lack of mandatory, comprehensive and consistent labelling fails to meet 
this objective.

For an organisation to pay certifiaction fees for religious compliance and then hide this fact 
from its customers through lack of clear labelling would seem to defeat the whole point of  
certification.

The current labelling scheme manifestly fails to provide the information necessary to allow 
the Australian consumer to make informed purchasing decisions.

The effect of fees paid by manufacturers, producers, transport companies and retailers  on 
the final price of a product must be significant given the layered nature of the certification 
process. This is surely unacceptable for the majority of Australians which neither want nor 
need this spiritual reassurance.

Given the lack of transperancy and non disclosure agreements on certification fees by the 
companies involved, it is impossible to ascertain to what degreee certification fees are being 
passed on to all consumers.

A small percentage of our overseas trading partners require some degree off Halal 
certification and it is certainly appropriate that these markets be accessed by the certification 
of the relevant products, but this certainly dosent explain the prevelance of so many certified 
products on the domestic market for the convenience of a very small minority.

Information on the certification process, fees and financial records are not readily available 
and it is questionable whether the current tax free religious status of certification 
organisations is appropriate given the overtly commercial nature of the operation.



Unfortunately, the  prevalance and lack of transperancy of Halal certification has had the 
effect of exacerbating community divisions within Australian sosiety.

A clear, consistent  and mandatory labelling system in addition to complete financial 
transperancy would go a long way towards allieviating the concerns of the Australian 
majority.

T. Ryan
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Third party certification of food inquiry 

My Concerns 

I am concerned with the proliferation of halal certification of food products and its imposition upon 

Australians. I support people's right to eat according to their religious customs, however, the growth 

of halal certification is disproportionate to the 2% of Australians who claim to be muslim. Most food 

is permissible (halal) for muslims and requires no certification. I am further concerned with the 

gender and religious inequality practiced by abattoirs in order to comply with sharia law and the 

cruel methods which are employed to slaughter animals to comply with halal requirements.  

Specifically I am concerned that: 

- clear labelling of Halal certified products is not mandatory, including meat and dairy; 

- clear labelling of products as to whether or not a fee has been paid to the certifier is not 

mandatory and if this fee has been passed onto the consumer; 

 -   there is no information provided as to what purpose halal certification serves on the 

products; 

 - there is no regulation of the certifiers themselves; 

 - there is no transparency as to where the certification fees are directed and what use they 

are put to; 

 - there is an impact on workplace equality, specifically in slaughter houses, where only 

muslim men are employed to slaughter animals, and yet only 2% of Australians claim adherence to 

Islam. 

 - whether or not slaughtered animals that have been slaughtered in halal methods have 

suffered cruelty; 

 - animals are slaughtered in religious rite and worship in methods that I, as a non-muslim, 

find objectionable and offensive. 

 - and finally, if the certification fees have been passed onto the consumer, that is in effect a 

religious tax levied on all the citizens of Australia by an entity other than the legitimate government. 

 

My Requests of the Senate Committee 
I request that the government introduce legislation that enshrines in law the following: 

 - The halal certification industry be government regulated with certifiers to pass a 

government accreditation standard. 

 - The tax exempt status enjoyed by religious bodies is to be removed for halal certifiers-

certification is clearly a profitable business, not a religious activity. 

 - Any extra cost and fees associated with Islamic halal certification are to be paid for by 

Islamic community organisations according to the ‘user pays’ principle. 

 -  Products must be clearly labelled as to whether they have been certified to ensure 

consumers can make an informed choice. 

 - Abattoirs must practice workplace equality, and hire slaughterers according to the national 

demographic and work place equality laws of non discrimination. 

 

Thanking you in advance for considering my submission 

Russell Eames 
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T: 

28 July 2015

The Chair
Senate Economic References Committee
PO Box 6100
CANBERRA  ACT  2600

Dear Sir or Madam

Food Certification Scheme and Certifiers

In Summary

1. All existing non-government fees, levies, licence fees and the like subsumed into 
prices currently paid by consumers need to be declared illegal. Governments 
must not circumvent this by pusillanimously caving in to special interest groups 
and legislating to allow their impositions to be subsumed into shelf prices.

2. Consumers ought not to be compelled to pay for food to be certified.
3. Special interest groups who require such certification must alone bear its cost.
4. Consumers ought to be allowed to opt in at the checkout, e.g., via loyalty cards, 

to pay for labelling of food of special interest to them.

Introduction

We refer to the seven terms of reference dated 13 May 2015 and in particular to 
items b., c., d., e. and g. thereof.

We begin by saying that we are in our late seventies, Christians by faith and have 
long given money monthly to support the ministry of the church.

We also support with monthly giving the welfare work in Australia of an 
internationally-recognised organisation and another international organisation that 
ministers to the needs of persecuted Christians.

The point we make is that this giving is of our own volition; we know the intended 
uses of our giving. If at any time we are dissatisfied with those uses we can suspend 
or permanently withdraw support.
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Current Labelling Requirements of Food Certification Schemes

We are not sufficiently informed to comment in detail about current labelling 
requirements.

We are aware of labelling concerning the nutritional compass of processed food, the 
National Heart Foundation’s tick of approval’ and ‘Halal’ certification but are 
ignorant of the statutory control thereof, if any.

Need for Labelling by Companies that Pay Certification Fees

We dispute the need for companies to pay certification fees at all, whether 
voluntarily or compulsorily.

In these days of over-government at national and State levels there ought to be 
sufficient laws on the statute books to ensure that producers, distributors and 
retailers supply consumers only with food fit for human consumption. If the laws or 
their enforcement are deficient, corrective steps need to be taken.

If special interest groups require companies to label food to meet their specific 
requirements, those groups must, in all equity, meet the cost thereof.

Payment for such labelling must not be foisted on consumers whose interests are 
not common with those groups.

It seems uneconomic to label separately the food for special interest groups and to 
segregate it in retail outlets from food offered for purchase by other consumers.

A more satisfactory method seems to be that of special interest consumers opting in 
at the checkout to pay the cost of labelling. Today’s ubiquitous loyalty cards are one 
means by which consumers could readily opt in.

If insufficient people opt in, producers will, or should, no longer label food for special 
interest groups.

It ought to be an offence for consumers to be compelled to pay for food certification 
they do not require. 

Whether Current Schemes Enable Consumers to Make Informed Decisions

In our opinion, the short answer is that current schemes do not at all times so enable 
consumers.

A cursory inspection of the following web site tells us that two varieties of a popular 
brand of chocolate carry no labelling to show that they are ‘Halal’ certified:-
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http://www.halalsquare.com.au/groceries/index.php/

We have no idea what is included in prices for ‘Halal’ certification, the National Heart 
Foundation’s ‘tick of approval’ on food labelled with that trademark, on food 
labelled ‘not genetically modified’, and so on.

Certification Schemes and Their Potential to Impact on Prices

Almost certainly, some, if not all, certification schemes impact on prices. Anecdotal 
evidence has it that the ‘Halal’ scheme is a tax used among other things to finance 
the construction of mosques.

As Christians, we take exception to paying a tax to support a religion whose beliefs 
and practices we do not share. We have never expected food to be labelled as 
suitable for our consumption. To our knowledge, Christianity is not prescriptive on 
such matters.

When we buy food we do so at prices that fit within our budget. Although not a 
conscious part of every buying decision, we know, on reflection, that we pay for the 
cost of producing, packaging, warehousing, distributing and retailing the product, 
including labour costs and profit margins at each part of the chain.

We object, in principle, to any addition to those costs which we unknowingly and 
involuntarily pay at the checkout, including the National Heart Foundation’s ‘tick of 
approval’. We have eaten sensibly and lived long enough not to need ‘nannying’, 
however well intentioned.

All existing non-government fees, levies, licence fees and the like subsumed into 
prices currently paid by consumers need to be removed and dealt with optionally at 
the checkout. This includes fees paid by producers of meat for certification that 
animals are slaughtered in a manner approved by special interest groups.

Adequacy of Information Available to the Public About Certifiers

We are ill-informed about certifiers, as, we suspect, are many others in the 
community.

We are aware that the National Heart Foundation is a charity formed in 1959. 
Doubtless, it has done much reduce the incidence of heart disease in Australia.

After reading its 2014 Annual Report available at the following link, we are little the 
wiser about its sources of funds.

http://www.halalsquare.com.au/groceries/index.php/
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http://www.heartfoundation.org.au/SiteCollectionDocuments/Group%20Statutory%
20Accounts%202014.pdf

Its annual doorknock appeal is well known. The extent to which its activities depend 
upon grants from governments is obscure, to us at least. That it receives significant 
income from licensing the ‘tick of approval’ seems evident from the following link:-

http://www.smh.com.au/lifestyle/diet-and-fitness/mcdonalds-loses-heart-
foundations-tick-of-approval-20110920-1kk21.html

Whether or not McDonalds has recovered its lost approval we do not know. We do 
not consume their food.

We know less still about ‘Halal’ and those who require food to be so certified.

Yours faithfully

W G Dix (Mrs) J L Dix

http://www.heartfoundation.org.au/SiteCollectionDocuments/Group%20Statutory%20Accounts%202014.pdf
http://www.heartfoundation.org.au/SiteCollectionDocuments/Group%20Statutory%20Accounts%202014.pdf
http://www.smh.com.au/lifestyle/diet-and-fitness/mcdonalds-loses-heart-foundations-tick-of-approval-20110920-1kk21.html
http://www.smh.com.au/lifestyle/diet-and-fitness/mcdonalds-loses-heart-foundations-tick-of-approval-20110920-1kk21.html
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Third party certification of food

Senate Standing Committees on Economics
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600

Dear Committee Members

Halal certification is not required by the Qur’an
The following verses from the Qur’an make it plain that food is halal (permissible) once the believer 
pronounces the name of Allah over the food. "Eat of that over which the name of God hath been pronounced, 

if ye believe in his signs."1 (Qur'an 6:118), and an alternative translation, "Therefore, eat of that on which 
Allah's name has been mentioned if you are believers in His verses."  Also, “They will ask thee what is made 
lawful for them. Say: Those things which are good are legalised to you... Eat, therefore, of what they shall catch 
for you, and make mention of the name of God over it...”  Verse five continues, “This day, things healthful are 
legalised to you, and the meats of those who have received the Scriptures are allowed to you, as your meats 

are to them.” (Qur'an 5:4-5). 1

Even Muslim Clerics decry the outrageous practice of Halal Certification.
Halal certification is not universally accepted by all Muslims as legitimate.  In 2012 Imam Habib Bewley 2 
delivered a Khutba (sermon) about the rort of halal certification.  This influential Imam is from the Jumu’a 
Mosque of Capetown in South Africa.  He has criticised the practice of halal certification questioning the 
motives of those who establish such schemes.   He explains why halal certification is NOT a requirement of the 
Qur’an and how it is actually damaging for most Muslims.  This Imam proclaims that certification is actually 
against Islamic Law.  He goes on to talk about halal certification agencies that claim to have the only true or 
correct interpretation of halal, “They are expressly forbidding businesses, shops and restaurants from 
purchasing goods from sources other than those approved by them.  And, by extension, they have declared all 
non-approved goods forbidden, haram.  They do exactly what Allah commands them not to do.”

Halal Certification is redundant
Since, believers can fulfil their religious obligation by pronouncing the name of God over their food and meats; 
it is therefore, redundant to pay for commercial halal certification.  Any believer can make their food halal at 
no cost to themselves, and certainly without imposing a religious tax on the general public to pay for their 
personal belief system.  Halal certification is totally unnecessary, it is simply a scam perpetrated on the 
Australian consumer by greedy and unscrupulous Islamic organizations through gullible or greedy food 
companies.  Obviously, the basic economics of this certification is that this company overhead will be reflected 
in the cost of goods sold to the consumer.  The ritual preparation of food according to Sharia Law adds nothing 
to the nutritional value, hygiene, or improvement in food safety standards that are not already provided for by 
Australian Standards and regulations regarding food preparation, storage and transportation.  Halal 
certification organizations may have ‘religious expertise’, but not hygiene, contamination and food safety 
expertise, so they are not qualified for the job they claim they are doing which is already covered by Australian 
Standards anyway.  It’s astounding that companies are paying for a bit of hocus-pocus.  For huge sums of 
money they’re getting the equivalent of a Hail Mary.

Halal Certification is the unconstitutional establishment of a religious observance
It is unconstitutional for the Commonwealth to make any law for establishing any religion or for imposing any 
religious observance (Australian Constitution, Section 116).  Halal certification is a blatant case of 
discrimination against the Australian people because a religious observance (halal food) of a minority group is 
being established as the norm for all Australian citizens.  This is an infringement on, and erosion of our 
democratic right to be treated as free and equal citizens.  This imposition is neither value adding, wanted nor 



warranted.  It adds nothing to the social betterment, health and wellbeing of Australian consumers.  In a 
secular democracy religion should play no role in shaping public policy and religious institutions should not 
enjoy a privileged position in society.  It is unconstitutional to make laws or create policies that are based on 
religious dogma or doctrine.  It is unconstitutional to establish a religious observance at the expense of the 
majority of Australians for the benefit of a religious minority.  The Government through the Department of 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry (DAFF) and Australian Quarantine and Inspection Service (AQIS) administer 
halal meat production in abattoirs which is a waste of the tax-payers money to benefit a religious minority. 

Halal Certification is a Violation of Democratic Freedoms
The Government should not make any laws or public policies that limit the freedom of its citizens, unless it is 
to foster better social outcomes or improve the health and wellbeing of its citizens, for example setting a 
minimum school leaving age, restricting smoking in workplaces or mandating a vaccination program for 
children.  Such laws limit freedoms only where such limitations are to prevent harm to others.  

Without their consent, Australian consumers are forced to accept halal certified foods that they neither want 
nor need.  What’s most important is that halal certification does not improve the social good, health and 
wellbeing of Australian citizens.  Limiting the general population’s choice of foods for the sake of a minority is 
undemocratic and morally wrong.  Limiting Australian consumer’s choice to halal foods only (this is fast 
becoming the case) is not done to prevent any harm to others, but to benefit the superstitious religious 
preferences of a minority.  Halal certification adds nothing to the quality, nutritional value or hygiene of food 
ritually prepared according to Islamic Sharia law.  It only caters to a religious minority who want food that has 
been ritually prepared to allay their superstitious fears about the ‘spiritual’ purity of their food.

Every person in a secular democracy is free and equal.  The Government of Australia has been elected by its 
citizens to treat each person as free and equal.  Australian consumers have the right to freely choose or reject 
halal foods.  This freedom of choice has been seriously eroded because the halal food industry caters to a 
minority of consumers; the majority of consumer’s preferences have been disregarded.  That is, Muslims have 
been given what they believe they need, but the majority of Australian consumers have been given no choice 
in the matter.  All Australian citizens have the right to be treated fairly and equally.  However, the minority 
Muslim population in Australia is being catered for, but the majority of Australian consumers have been given 
no choice.  

Halal Certification if Continued Should be Based on a User Pays Principle
The majority of consumers do not want halal food.  In most cases halal free foods are disappearing, and so 
consumers are being forced to accept halal food.  This restriction of choice is unconscionable.  That we should 
be forced to pay for a non-service, non-value added endorsement of the everyday staples of life is criminal.  
This is inequitable and undemocratic.  That we should be forced to pay for other peoples religious preferences 
is ridiculous in the extreme.  That big food companies and the Australian Government are complicit in this 
scam being perpetrated on Australian consumers is astounding.  It is morally and unconstitutionally wrong to 
put the religious (fictional) concerns of the few ahead of the rights of the many.  In a democracy the 
Government should not enact laws or policies that force the majority of citizens to conform to or pay for the 
preferences of a select few.  We are not being treated equally and we have no free choice concerning halal 
food because food labeling is inadequate, probably deliberately so (Cadbury and Nestle don’t label their foods, 
but pay halal certification).  Money for halal certification does not benefit the majority of Australians, but goes 
to just a few wealthy non-profit organizations whose questionable finances fund who knows what.  Allegations 

of corruption, bribery and exorbitant fees have been reported and investigated by the AFP.3  As Prime Minister 
Abbot has said there are hundreds of Australians financing terrorist organizations, therefore it is not 
unreasonable to suspect some of the money raised from halal certification funds terrorism.  



Not only do these not-for-profits pilfer from the Australian people to pay for their religious rituals, but in 
addition they get tax concession status at the expense of Australian taxpayers.  This is a double-dip in which 
Australians pay for a privileged few to have ritually purified food – Australians are getting rorted for a double 
whammy – taxed on the food we eat and providing the tax-payer funded concessions for Certifiers.  Halal 
certifiers declare that the halal certification money funds Islamic schools and mosques.  This increases 
segregation and creates a fertile environment for the growth of radicalisation.  If big food companies must 
capitulate to Islamic fundamentalism and pay the Islamic tax on the food supply chain, then the Government 
must guarantee that the cost is not passed on to the consumer, but is passed back to the halal certifiers 
through taxation and licensing fees whilst restricting Certifiers to charging a very minimal fees for halal 
certification.  In other words stop making this bogus industry profitable.  The government should build a 
mountain of red tape and high regulatory fees around this service to make it less economically attractive.  The 
economics is back the front; since the food companies incur costs to be halal compliant they should be 
charging the halal certifiers to recover the costs, not the other way around.  If halal certifiers were doing it for 
genuine religious motives and for the good of the Muslim community they would be doing it for free, rather 
than for profit.

Halal Certification is a Slippery Slope to the Islamification of Australia
Halal certification gives privileged status to a religious, social and cultural value system that is barbaric (death-
for-apostasy-and-blasphemy laws), superstitious, primitive, anti-Western, alien and foreign to Aussies.  As 

Professor Riaz Hassan 4 says in his well-researched and evidence based study of Islam across multiple countries, 
“Misogynist and patriarchal attitudes are deeply entrenched in the modern Muslim consciousness.”  Referring 
to countering the adverse effects of modernity he says, “Most modern Muslims apparently have few doubts 
that implementing Sharia law in contemporary Muslim societies would alleviate their problems”.  Professor 
Hassan’s evidenced based wide ranging study of the teachings, beliefs and practices of Muslim’s worldwide 
shows that the majority of Islamic views are incompatible with human rights, women’s rights and the values 
and freedoms of Western secular democracy.  It is imperative that the Australian government does not turn to 
these religious fictions as the basis of a sane and civil society.  No religion, and in particular a primitive and 
backward religion like Islam, is the proper basis for law making in Australia.  Only secularism keeps the proper 
separation of church and state.  Secular humanism has given us democracy, freedom, equality and human 
rights.  Any time religion has gained ascendancy in the public sphere inequality, oppression and persecution 
has been the result.  As it stands, the Australian Government looks like it intends to establish an Australian 
theocracy based on Islamic belief systems.  Publicly the Government is denouncing ISIS as a death cult, but at 
the same time it is legislating Australia toward becoming an Islamic State.

Halal Certification needs to be Properly Regulated
If big food companies must have halal or kosher certification for the overseas markets, then certain regulations 
need to be put in place.  All food or other companies involved should prominently display labeling for 
halal/kosher certification compliance on their products, including displaying the certifying organization.  This 
way the consumer gets to make an informed choice.  Company annual reports should fully disclose the cost of 
certification and who supplied them the ‘service’.  The company must declare on a statutory declaration that 
none of these costs are passed on to the consumer in the pricing of their products.  All halal/kosher 
certification organizations must fully disclose earnings from certifying activities in their annual reports.  These 
earnings should be taxed at the company tax rate so that these organizations pay their fair share of the tax 
burden and return something to the Australian economy.  The Government and food companies should push 
back against countries insisting on halal products.  Australia now has a significant alternative new market 
under the FTA with China, a country that appreciates the best practice Australian Standards followed in 
producing our quality foods.



Halal Certification Discriminates Against Australian Workers
The requirement of DAFF and AQIS for abattoirs to employ only Muslim males to slaughter animals is 
discriminating against Non-Muslim workers for the sake of a minority who will, under this scheme, enjoy 
continuous employment at the expense of Australian workers.  Australian workers of Non-Muslim background 
are being treated as second class citizens not considered as equal to or as morally fit for the task as their ‘holy’ 
Muslim counterparts.

Thank you for your consideration of my submission.

Yours Sincerely

S. Osborne
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Submission to Senate enquiry

I would like the Senate enquiry to consider one simple aspect of food labelling, Halal labelling in 
particular.

Australia has quite a small Muslim population, and yet Halal certification has grown to the point 
where in some quite important sectors of the food industry there is almost no choice for those who 
do not wish to support the Islamic religion by buying products that are Halal certified.

The baby foods available on supermarket shelves, the chickens in the freezer and the red meat in the 
coolers are almost all either labelled as Halal Certified, or have, in the case of the chickens and beef, 
been killed in accordance with Halal requirements and incurred the corresponding fees, whether 
they are labelled as Halal compliant or not.

Consumers should have more choice about whether or not they support a religion they do not 
belong to, and at the very least should be informed about their choices by clear and consistent 
labelling, obvious and easily recognisable, to indicate that a product has paid fees to a religious 
organisation for certification.

Thank you for considering my submission.

Peter Doyle
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Thank you for providing the opportunity to submit some concerns.
See Summary at end of Submission. 
 I have no issues with Food Certification other than Halal Certification.

 A. EXTENT OF HALAL CERTIFICATION IN AUSTRALIA.

A1. Extends to support the  duty of Muslims to create an Islamic GLOBAL 
caliphate.

At the Global Halal Congress 2010, The grand mufti of Herzegovina, Dr 
Mustafa Ceric  (Muslim Brotherhood leader in Europe), claimed that ‘halal can 
enable Muslims to dominate global economy and conquer the world’.

It   follows then that products halal certified in Australia support this Islamic 
agenda

In the caliphate ‘everything is 100% halal’.

According to the 45-page book: “A Brief Guide to the Islamic State, 2015” 
emmigrants will not be leaving favorite snacks behind: “Snickers,  kit kat, 
Bounty, Twix, Kinder Surprise, Cadburys … “another great perk about food in 
the Caliphate is that everything is 100% halal. No squinting at the back of food 
packets looking for those dreaded ‘E’ numbers…..” 

Halal food is viewed, by many Muslims and non Muslims   as another way 
Sharia law is  creeping in and being imposed on Western societies.

Many Imams   call for   various forms of   jihad on the West . Yusuf Qaradawi, 
the Muslim Brotherhood spiritual guide, declared ‘We will conquer Europe! 
We will conquer America!”. 

We must listen to what is said, take heed and learn from what is now 
happening in Europe and overseas.

Dr Taj Hargey, a practicing  Muslim, says in the Daily Mail in 2014: ’[T]he 
meat in many supermarkets is halal -   though there is no recognizable label to 
indicate this fact  This is covert religious extremism and creeping Islamic 
fundamentalism making its way into Britain by the back door. Muslims - who 
amount to just 4.8 per cent of the population – should not take precedence over 
the other 95 per cent. Halal meat should never be forced on customers without 
their knowing. It’s unfair to everyone, non-Muslims and Muslims alike. It’s 
deception on a grand scale.”

http://pointdebasculecanada.ca/mustafa-ceric-urged-muslims-to-conquer-the-world-through-halal-movement/
https://archive.org/stream/Khilafah2015/A%20Brief%20Guide%20to%20Islamic%20State%202015#page/n15/mode/2up
http://www.investigativeproject.org/3418/qaradawi-no-chopping-off-of-hands-nowbut-later-is
http://www.investigativeproject.org/3418/qaradawi-no-chopping-off-of-hands-nowbut-later-is
http://www.investigativeproject.org/3418/qaradawi-no-chopping-off-of-hands-nowbut-later-is
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/debate/article-2623879/We-Muslims-appalled-sale-halal-meat-stealth.html


Extends beyond religious requirement

Halal certification is not a religious imperative and  not  part of recorded   
Islamic law. Muslims are free to eat anything not haram. Halal  
certification is not required.

Australian produce (except meat) was sold 'as is', naturally halal. Everything 
on the earth is halal, except for what Allah and His Messenger say is haram. 

Today halal  certification seems to  operate on the  opposite principle, that 
everything is Haram unless it is certified Halal.

What appears to have occurred is by determining what is Halal, each certifier  
takes  it upon HIM self  to reinterpret  dietary laws  and put himself beyond 
Islamic doctrines. 

Islamic doctrine does not   limit Muslims   to eating only halal certified 
products, with permission   to eat food of Jews and Christians. 

‘Kosher certifiers can simultaneously provide halal certification Kosher 
Australia has a memorandum of understanding with the Australian Halal 
Food Services Trust, a major Halal certifier in Australia. This allows 
Kosher Australia to release   other certification due to the [ostensible] 
synergies between the markets. Similarly with vegan and vegetarian 
certification’

Halal certifiers cannot provide any Kosher  certification. 

Halal Certifications are recent business constructs, which started in the 
1980s.

 Today there are close to two dozen Halal certification organizations in 
Australia, (Nov.2014.) Given that there are not 24 different religious Halal 
schools of thought with respect to halal certification, suggests that certification 
serves other agendas.

In most Muslim states /countries, halal certification does not even exist, 

 Extends BEYOND FOOD

 HALAL applies to all facets of life, not only food products.
Halal certifying authorities are and will increasingly impose other  Halal 
certifications far beyond food. Eg  halal neighbourhoods (Sydney), halal 
holidays etc.

https://www.kosher.org.au/content/kosher-australia-overview


Halal certified products that are not necessarily Islamic are becoming 
more common e.g. Easter eggs, cat food and baby oil. 

.Extends BEYOND the ISLAMIC   COMMUNITY and is IMPOSED on non 
Muslims.

Supermarkets, restaurants schools, councils, hospitals etc   provide  Halal with 
and without informing clientele. 

 This is a problem as many ethnic and religious groups will not eat Halal 
products. Eg. Sikhs.

EXTENDS TO IGNORE AUSTRALIAN CONSUMER IN PREFERENCE TO 
OVERSEAS MARKET

In Australia, 97% of   the market   contributes to an lslamic charity even if 
unsuspecting consumers don’t require or choose  halal.( See Zakat)
 Industry insiders estimate that not more than 10% of poultry production is for 
export, while 80% of chicken meat produced in Australia now comes from 
Halal certified abattoirs
Most   staples eg. milk and bread are halal certified even though a miniscule 
amount is exported.
 Our government displays a preference for halal exports while  ignoring  the 
requirements of  most Australian consumers. Where’s the governments’ loyalty  
factor? 
This lack of concern for   the majority of the Australian Domestic consumer 
needs to be addressed,

Extends to discrimination in the work force

Many in the  Halal certification  process, employ (male) Muslims only as  
drivers, as slaughterers, as packers ,etc.

B. CURRENT LABELLING REQUIREMENTS

Food companies pay to be certified so that Muslim consumers will buy their 
product. However there is No standardized labeling.

Many companies pay for certification but don't always label food as halal right 
to the end user. Government regulation applies only to meat for export. While 
much of this meat ends up in the Australian domestic market, such 
certifications do not come under any government regulation and are not labeled 
as such.

https://www.cadbury.com.au/Products/Halal-Products.aspx
http://www.muftisays.com/forums/82-the-food-section/6524-halal-pet-food.html
http://www.muslimconsumergroup.com/personal_care_products.html


Other companies place a halal label inside the packaging, to be seen only after 
it’s been opened. 

If food is not labeled correctly this may contravene   the   Under labeling 
guidelines Act 2010. 

Lack of transparency and appropriate labeling from Halal certifiers, creates a   
sense of uncertainty,imposition, exploitation for many in Western society.

Mandatory Standardized Labeling is urgently required.

Clear labeling   with Government approved certifier symbol, on a user pay 
basis, would allow consumers to make a conscious choice 

D.WHETHER CURRENT SCHEMES PROVIDE ENOUGH   INFORMATION   FOR 
AUSTRALIAN CONSUMERS TO MAKE INFORMED  PURCHASING DECISIONS

There’s insufficient information.

Non-transparency, bribery, lawsuits, support   of   various  forms of  jihad, 
seem to have surrounded  halal certification, since its inception.

E. DETAILS REGARDING CERTIFICATION FEES.

The halal certification process varies .Certifiers and manufacturers do not 
disclose   amounts paid. Some nevertheless claim fees /profits are –used to 
cover costs , or negligible, or even to pay for wife’s shoes!

 Certification fees need to be checked and monitored by an Independent 
government Audit and   not   solely within the certifying organization.

This is where uncertainty creeps in. Muslim consumers are largely unable to 
find out exactly what process has been followed in the certification process and 
what standards have been set by the certification provider. For non-Muslim 
Australian consumers, halal food is unnecessary Explainer: what is halal, and 
how does certification work? James Wong&Julian Millie, Monash 
University Feb 2015

As there is no  consistency  nor  transparency  re fees, costs paid  it is 
impossible to assess impact on prices for consumer. However it is clear from 
the public outcry that there is a huge emotional impact on consumer. These 
emotions, anger, sense of being deceived and betrayed by certifiers and our 
government representatives, are certainly not condusive to creating a peaceful 
harmonious society.

http://monash.edu/news/show/explainer-what-is-halal-and-how-does-certification-work
http://monash.edu/news/show/explainer-what-is-halal-and-how-does-certification-work
http://monash.edu/news/show/explainer-what-is-halal-and-how-does-certification-work


G. Extent and adequacy of INFORMATION AVAILABLE.
Varying strong opinions based mainly on emotions and wishful thinking 
contribute   to misinformation and public tension.

There is a huge lack of   balanced information educating the public about  the 
Halal Certification Processes and its related matters.
Information dispersed tends to vary greatly There is disagreement within the 
Muslim community as to what is Halal or Haram.
There is confusion over halal standards. Some certifiers are not   even 
registered with Government  Departments eg.Agriculture.
Certifiers’ information on websites tends to be biased. 
There’s a lack of multi leveled transparency. For example, conferences are 
held in secret. The “Halal certification charter signed in secret in Mecca” 
(published 25 May 2015 in The Australian) we can gather:  ‘Australian 
Muslim  leaders  agreed to conquer and divide the multi-million-dollar halal 
certification market’.

Indonesian writers suggest that to get authorization one needs to bribe MUI 
(the halal certification body) officials:“The MUI must explain where funds 
from issuing halal certification have gone’, 25 Feb 2014. Going the Whole Hog 
TEMPO.CO, Jakarta. The Indonesian Consumers Association proposed that 
halal labels be replaced with non-halal certificates. Feb 2014.Going the 
WholeHog. Tempo.co, Jakarta 

Ethical people  practice  ethical business.
Certifiers need to be Government registered and   approved. Checks on 
criminal backgrounds, prior business practices, business plan, similar to   
entering a commercial tenancy contract. Government regulatory body needs to 
be made up of people from diverse backgrounds and not in the certification 
business.

EDUCATE Re Associated ISLAMIC  concepts and Laws

I carry the hope that   this senate inquiry will activate changes and implement  
parliamentary action to ensure  that halal certified products are not imposed on 
consumers  and that certification is transparent  and regulatedAll round 
unbiased transparent Education is the key.
On  July 20th 2015  the Minister for Multicultural Interests W.A .Mike Nahan 
said  an education  program would have a simple goal. "[To] make sure that 
the wider public  know Islam, know Islamic leaders, get to know the 
community and its importance and character." Such educational programs 
need to include non- Muslim Islamic educators and scholars.

http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:k9xXODrHKCIJ:en.tempo.co/read/news/2014/02/25/080557322/Going-the-Whole-Hog+&cd=1&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=au
http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:k9xXODrHKCIJ:en.tempo.co/read/news/2014/02/25/080557322/Going-the-Whole-Hog+&cd=1&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=au
http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:k9xXODrHKCIJ:en.tempo.co/read/news/2014/02/25/080557322/Going-the-Whole-Hog+&cd=1&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=au
http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:k9xXODrHKCIJ:en.tempo.co/read/news/2014/02/25/080557322/Going-the-Whole-Hog+&cd=1&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=au


Australians for example, need to know that -Certifiers are obliged by Islamic 
law to give Zakat  ( a tax which amounts to 2.5% of a Muslim’s wealth per 
year)to Islamic causes, which  is to be distributed among 8 categories. One of 
the most important of the categories is to those fighting for Allah, ie people 
engaged in Islamic military operations for whom no salary is allotted i.e. 
volunteers for  jihad. There is scholarly consensus (ijma) that non-Muslims are 
not among those who are to benefit from Zakat

It has been shown that overseas proceeds from halal sales go to groups tied to 
terrorism. In France 60% of  Halal food is controlled by the Muslim 
Brotherhood MB, in America ISNA & Hamas 2007,and in Canada 2011  the 
Muslim Assoc. Canada, a M B.org gave to Hamas

Some claim that Australia is indirectly supporting acts of terror. For example 
Australian animal  hides  in the Middle east are collected by militant groups 
linked with organizations like  Al-Qaeda, operating under the guise of welfare 
organizations. http://laaltain.com/ibtidah/2013/10/16/the-untraceable-funding-
from-animal-hides-business/ https://globalecco.org/pakistan-money-for-terror 

 Though Austrak and other   government bodies claim they   ‘don’t have 
information’ where halal certification proceeds go, others  suggest  that   this is 
‘the way the money trail has been designed…to obfuscate’. (Pickering June 
2015).

As   Islam   encourages the practice of   taqiyya:-the deception of non-
muslims to portray Islam in a positive light, such claims of obfusication need 
to be further explored. This is an unacceptable practice   in our multi ethnic 
open democratic   society. It creates much suspicion of Halal practices.

Worldwide there appear to be patterns of Offence ,Violence , 
Appeasement and  Lawfare in relation to halal.  These patterns do not 
occur with   other   food certifications.

In Australia the Q Society of Australia Inc are defending a claim of defamation 
currently before the NSW Supreme Court, initiated by Mr Mohamed El-
Mouehly, director of Halal Certification Authority. His company is a privately-
owned 'for profit' company. He alleges Q Society and members were defaming 
him by publishing videos on Youtube, in which Kirralie Smith presents her   
research into halal certification globally and in 
Australia.http://www.qsociety.org.au/involved.htm

http://www.hidaya.org/publications/zakat-information/who-cannot-be-given-zakat
http://www.hidaya.org/publications/zakat-information/who-cannot-be-given-zakat
http://b.org/
http://laaltain.com/ibtidah/2013/10/16/the-
http://laaltain.com/ibtidah/2013/10/16/the-
https://globalecco.org/pakistan-
http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:k9xXODrHKCIJ:en.tempo.co/read/news/2014/02/25/080557322/Going-the-Whole-Hog+&cd=1&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=au
http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:k9xXODrHKCIJ:en.tempo.co/read/news/2014/02/25/080557322/Going-the-Whole-Hog+&cd=1&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=au
http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:k9xXODrHKCIJ:en.tempo.co/read/news/2014/02/25/080557322/Going-the-Whole-Hog+&cd=1&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=au
http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:k9xXODrHKCIJ:en.tempo.co/read/news/2014/02/25/080557322/Going-the-Whole-Hog+&cd=1&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=au
http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:k9xXODrHKCIJ:en.tempo.co/read/news/2014/02/25/080557322/Going-the-Whole-Hog+&cd=1&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=au
http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:k9xXODrHKCIJ:en.tempo.co/read/news/2014/02/25/080557322/Going-the-Whole-Hog+&cd=1&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=au
http://qsociety.org.au/
http://www.qsociety.org.au/involved.htm


Australians  must learn from  others. 

In 2013 The Ceylon Chamber of Commerce said that manufacturers agreed to 
drop the halal logo from all food. The monks argue that Buddhists should not 
be forced to consume food that is prepared according to Islamic rites. Sri 
Lanka is 70% Buddhist, while Muslims comprise less than 10 %of the 
population of 20 million.

 See Sheik Habib Bewley Halal Certification Fiasco  2012 &2015

Dr Taj Hargey, a practicing Muslim, says in the Daily Mail in 2014 

Halal is a Rort ‘It will be hard but not impossible to reverse the current trend 
for halal (meat,). ..everyone right along the food chain is exploiting the 
ignorance of the customer, both Muslim and non Muslim. It is high time 
people woke up. There is a fundamentalist Trojan horse in our midst, and we 
must take corrective action.’

I’m proudly Australian and universal and   actively support peace and 
harmony. As a realist my concerns are based on facts/knowledge and 
experience.

I carry the hope that   this senate inquiry will activate changes and implement 
parliamentary action to ensure  that halal certified products are not imposed on 
consumers  and that certification is transparent  and regulated.

 

SUMMARY;
 I have no issues with Food Certification other than Halal Certification, as it is 
non transparent and is imposed on all consumers
A. EXTENT OF HALAL CERTIFICATION IN AUSTRALIA

 Extends to support the duty of Muslims  to create an Islamic GLOBAL 
caliphate. In the caliphate ‘everything is 100% halal’. 
Extends beyond- religious requirement,  beyond food. beyond the 
ISLAMIC   COMMUNITY and is IMPOSED on non Muslims.

 EXTENDS TO IGNORE AUSTRALIAN  CONSUMER IN PREFERENCE TO 
OVERSEAS MARKET .Extends to discrimination in the work force.

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2013-03-11/an-halal-labelling-withdrawn-from-sri-lanka/4566242
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ce.html
http://zakatpages.com/2012/06/25/the-halal-certification-fiasco/
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/debate/article-2623879/We-Muslims-appalled-sale-halal-meat-stealth.html


D.WHETHER CURRENT SCHEMES PROVIDE ENOUGH   INFORMATION   FOR 
AUSTRALIAN  CONSUMERS TO MAKE INFORMED   PURCHASING DECISIONS 
There’s insufficient information. Cont’d

E. DETAILS REGARDING CERTIFICATION FEES.
The halal certification process varies. Certifiers and manufacturers do not 
disclose amounts paid. 
Certification fees need to be checked and monitored by an Independent 
government Audit and   not   solely within the certifying organization
As there is no consistency   nor  transparency  re fees, costs paid  it is 
impossible to assess impact on prices for consumer. However it is clear from 
the public outcry that there is a huge emotional impact on consumer. These 
emotions of frustration anger, sense of being deceived and betrayed by 
certifiers and our government representatives, are certainly not condusive to 
creating a peaceful harmonious society.
Worldwide there appear to be patterns of offence, violence, appeasement 
and law fare in relation to Halal certification. These patterns do not occur 
with   other   food certifications.

G. Extent and adequacy of INFORMATION AVAILABLE.
Varying strong opinions based mainly on emotions and wishful thinking 
contribute   to misinformation and public tension.
There is a lack of   balanced information educating the public about   the Halal 
Certification Processes and its related matters. A multifaceted, unbiased, 
factual information program is essential. All Australians can then make 
informed decisions about Halal Certification.

Ethical people practice  ethical business.
Certifiers need to be Government registered and   approved. This would 
entail checks on criminal backgrounds, prior business practices, business 
plan, somewhat similar to   checks before entering a commercial tenancy 
contract. The government regulatory body needs to be informed/trained 
and made up of people from diverse backgrounds.

I appreciate that you, our government representatives, are open to hear   our 
deep concerns and not   silence us, nor  label us  as  bigots, or anti diversity.

Regrettably silencing and being labeled are becoming increasingly common.

I have experienced intimidation and harassment. It is for this reason that I don’t 
want my name & private details on this submission.
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Submission to parliamentary enquiry 
into food certification schemes 

Item D 

Wether current schemes provide enough information for Australian 

consumers to make informed purchasing decisions. 

I would like to comment only on the Halal certification issue and the issue of free range egg claims. 

Halal Certification 

I believe it should be mandatory to identify all products produced with the intention of achieving or 

complying with Halal certification. This clear and unambiguous labelling should apply regardless of 

whether the Halal status is revoked for any issue that occurs post slaughter that causes the item to 

be considered unfit for Muslim consumption. The consumer has the right to know if any certification 

fees have been paid on products they purchase the same as they have a right to know what the 

ingredients are. 

Many companies when questioned about the Halal certification status of their meat deny that the 

product is Halal certified. In truth the meat has actually been ritually slaughtered on a Halal certified 

meat line but due to any number of minor issues the end product is downgraded and cannot be 

labelled to as Halal. Although the meat is not sold as Halal the certification fees have still been paid 

on the product that the consumer has a right to know about. 

 Meat for example may be partially stunned and slaughtered but the Halal inspector of the meat

can reject the product for any number of reasons. This is then sold as “non Halal” (or Haram)

product but actually has been ritually slaughtered in a way I do not agree with. The method of

Halal slaughter should be made clear so I can make a consumer choice with the knowledge that

the animal has been irreversibly stunned prior to slaughter.

 Some companies sell Halal certified meat but because the meat has been transported or sold

alongside pork products, or has not been handled in an unbroken Halal supply chain the meat

cannot be labelled as Halal. This is a deceptive practice because as a consumer I want to know

how my meat was killed so I can choose to buy a product prepared in a way I accept.

 Woolworths and Coles have sourced meat that has Halal certification logos printed on the box

proving the product is actually certified but they do not label the individual inner packs to

identify it as being ritually slaughtered. This practice deliberately conceals the nature of the

slaughter and deceives people into believing the product is not Halal. They have actually denied

any Halal certification on television although their suppliers are supplying Halal product.

Some companies have paid for the halal certification and made whatever modifications are 

necessary for the compliance. They have then placed the certification logo in a place that is either 



very hard to see under the folded flap of a plastic label or actually inside the product packaging 

where the logo cannot be seen untill the product is opened. Coon cheese is one product that I know 

of that has the Halal logo actually inside the outer packaging so it cannot be seen til the product has 

been opened. I believe this is a deliberately deceptive practice and that the certifiers logo should be 

placed very visibly on the front of the product similar to a heart tick or Australian made logo. 

Free Range Eggs 

My family buys specifically eggs that are labelled “free range”. We have decided that we will not 

contribute to the cruelty that is cage eggs in battery farms. I have researched and found out that the 

“free range”claim can be made with extremely wide guidelines. This is a deceptive practice because I 

am aware since reading a report by the Australian consumer magazine Choice that some eggs are 

stocked at a rate 40 000% higher than other eggs but both can have the same “free range” claim. 

I believe that a much more transparent system for the consumer should have a number printed on 

the packaging indicating the stocking quantity or chickens per hectare. Admittedly the percentage 

claim above is on extremes of 28 birds per hectare compared to 10 000 birds per hectare but it is 

normal to have a density spread of 1500 to 10 000 birds per hectare.  

A leading supplier of South Australian eggs has stated that they stock at a density of 1500 birds per 

hectare and that stocking at a rate of 10 00 birds the farm would not be sustainable in terms of land 

degradation. 

A simple number within a circle showing the stocking density could make the “free range egg” claims 

easy to understand for the consumer. Currently there is information lacking due to the very broad 

guidelines.  

  



Item E. 

Details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or 

manufacturers, and the potential for these to impact on prices for 

consumers. 
 

I have researched Halal certification fees and there seems to be no clear figures that are available to 

confirm exactly how much the Halal certification costs and whether any of this cost is passed on to 

the consumer. I have recently heard a figure claiming that the average household contributes over 

$400 per year to certification fees and charges on their grocery items. This is however impossible to 

confirm as there is no accurate figures available. 

There seems to be a veil of secrecy associated with Halal payments. The only information that I have 

ever seen is the result of quotes to companies that have chosen not to proceed with certification. All 

the information that I have seen indicates that there are strict non-disclosure statements that must 

be entered in to for the certificates to remain valid. I have heard of figures of $27 000 per month for 

an abattoir in Queensland to $40 000 per month for the Cadbury chocolate certification. Since there 

are no published exact figures then it is impossible to know what the truth is. 

One certifier has publicly stated that he has become a multi-millionaire from the profits of Halal 

certification and this indicates that the fees must be substantial. Also consider he is only one of 30 

odd certifiers in Australia and the overall fees paid must be in the tens of millions if not billions. 

It would be very simplistic if the claim that none of these fees have increased costs was true. 

Business is in business to make money and this is the primary goal. Any costs associated with 

production are ultimately paid for by the consumer as the shareholders and owners expect a certain 

return on their investment and unless it is reasonable they will invest elsewhere. Therefore to 

suggest the shareholders are the ones that lose by absorbing the costs is impossible to believe. 

In the case of meat there needs to be very specific and potentially expensive guidelines followed 

which could result in a dual segregated supply chain being necessary. Currently the majority of 

producers are opting to supply Halal only which is discriminatory to all non Muslims in Australia and 

also to the 80% of non Muslim Export markets. It seems ridiculous that everyone should finance 

something that at best in local markets could increase the customer base by less than 3%. 

Item F. 

The importance of food certification schemes in relation to export 

market access and returns to producers. 
 

It is my understanding that the current array of Halal certifiers regularly use the threat of exclusion 

from certain Muslim markets if their products are not Halal certified. From the information I have 



seen the certificates are not even recognised by a number of export countries and I have even seen 

certificates issued that have specifically excluded exporting of the product. 

Some companies that already have established export markets to Muslim countries do not have 

Halal certification. One example is Tunnocks based out of England. They have a long established 

export market to the Middle East and have actually been told by their buyers that having Halal 

certification is unnecessary and that they should not bother applying for it as their product is already 

accepted and sells well. 

I would like to see accurate percentages showing exactly how much of our export market is Muslim 

and actually requires Halal certification. For red meat less than 20 % of the total export market is 

sold to Muslim countries but nearly all of the export beef is Halal certified at huge cost to people 

who do not want or need the certification. 

Why cant companies claim that their products are Halal certified on their own without paying an 

undisclosed sum to a registered charity for a certificate. This is especially relevant for products that 

are naturally halal such as Honey and milk. Since there is no firm guideline and the requirements for 

compliance are largely made up by the certifiers themselves a company should be free to make the 

Halal claim on their own judgement. If some person requires that a product be Halal and they 

believe that they have been misled they can argue the company’s claims through the Australian legal 

system with whatever legal argument they choose. All costs of these challenges should be paid for 

by the claimant rather than forcing the cost of certification on consumers that have not been given a 

choice on the matter and in some cases actively deceived regarding the added costs. 

Item G 

The extent and adequacy of information available to the public about 

certifiers including , but not limited to , certification processes, fees 

and financial records; and any related matters. 
 

Islam and Sharia are not religions. They should not come under the tax free religious charity status 

that allows the accounting to be hidden from the government and the public. The certifiers are 

providing a service and therefore should charge and pay GST to the tax office and also pay taxes on 

the profits made. There should be a full accountability to the Australian Tax Office on a yearly basis 

with all profits being taxable income the same as for all other Australian businesses and individuals. 

If donations are made to Islamic schools or to build Mosques the charity status of the recipient 

should be looked at and tax deductions only granted if the recipient is a registered charity. 

I am sure if I invented an ideology and registered myself as a charity then I would be under scrutiny 

by the ATO and would be found to be avoiding tax. 

It is widely reported that Halal certification businesses are nearly non-existent in Muslim countries 

but Australia has over 30. Why does Australia need so many Halal certification businesses when the 

actual countries with majority Muslim population who require Halal products have none or only 1? 



The Muslim population in Australia is reportedly only around 2.2 percent so how can such a minority 

population require so many unregulated certifiers. 

I believe that the requirements for animals to be reversibly stunned or not stunned at all to achieve 

the requirements of the Halal certification is cruel and has well documented risks of the animals 

suffering unnecessarily. The recovery times from a partial stun can in many cases be shorter than the 

time it takes for death by loss of blood. In these cases which have been widely reported by meat 

workers the animals suffer what I understand to be a horrific death which is completely preventable 

with an irreversible stunning method. Dr Temple Grandin, a world authority on the humane 

slaughter of animals has researched and published that in the case of cattle, the heart can continue 

to beat for up to 6 minutes after brain death due to the involuntary nature of a heartbeat. This will 

continue without brain input until oxygen starvation occurs. This proves that partial stunning is 

totally unnecessary for complete exsanguination of the meat which is claimed by Halal supporters. 

There should be some form of tangible breakdown of how the certification costs are calculated. Is it 

due to an amount of hours required to inspect and approve? Is it due to the complexity of the 

investigations required to ensure that the premises and all associated production processes are 

compliant? Is it paid on a per item or weight basis? 

The current indications regarding how the fees are structured is based on the companies ability to 

pay. For example if there is a profitable company who has the ability to export their product or has 

already been exporting, it is likely that the fees paid will be high. I have read that in one instance 

that a quote could not be given based on sales volume and that a visit to the factory was insisted 

upon. This was claimed to be so the certifier could assess the wealth of the company before 

establishing a figure. I have also read that one company was given a quote over the phone once the 

certifier realised that the company was based on a small island in Bass strait and there would be 

considerable effort to visit the production facility. 

There is discrimination in the employment of Slaughtermen if the only people that can be employed 

are Muslim males. Firstly employment based on religion is a huge step back in time as there should 

be no reference to religion in any workplace negotiations. Secondly there is an issue with the 

exclusion of women from the job. I do concede that there may not be so many women standing up 

to be slaughtermen but the exclusion from employment is still an underlying issue. 

The profits generated by Halal certification are not spent on the wider community. They are spent 

for the benefit of only Islamic followers, which amounts to a very small percentage of the 

community. If the entire population is being forced to contribute to a particular food certification 

then any benefits should be for the entire population and not a very small minority group. I do 

understand that the Muslim population requires that their food conforms to a certain religious 

standard. I just do not want to have to pay for the system that I do not need for my beliefs. If the 

system was a user pays arrangement where the funds to establish and maintain Halal certification 

were collected from the end users (possibly via voluntary donation or collection at places of 

worship.) and the certificates issued without cost to the manufacturer I would have no issue. 

The Halal industry has falsely made a claim that Halal food is healthier or better in some way than 

non Halal certified food. Since the requirements are based on religion and Sharia law there is 

absolutely no reason why paying for a certificate changes either the quality or health standard of any 



food. In the case of inherently Halal items such as fish honey and milk there is absolutely no change 

to be made other than a payment. The foods are changed in no way to be able to carry the 

certificate. My understanding is that all foods are actually Halal unless there is specific reason 

otherwise but the certifiers have made the stance that food cannot be sold as Halal unless they 

approve it and charge a fee. 

In conclusion I believe that the Halal issue could be simply fixed by the Australian government 

setting up a singular Halal Export authority that produced a full and unambiguous set of guidelines to 

be followed. This would be done in conjunction with consulting the export countries governments to 

satisfy their Halal requirements. Any certifications would be on an actual cost basis and paid to the 

Australian government for distribution to all Australians regardless of race or religion. The cost 

should be minimal as the only real cost is the printing of the certificate and guideline booklets. 

Companies could be self-certifying with any claims against the company made at the cost of the 

accuser and any legal argument would need to be proven that government stipulated guidelines 

have not been followed. 

If the government cannot intervene in the process to help control the export issues then there 

should be a body set up that investigates and holds accountable current certifiers and ensures 

consistent and fair costs. 

Currently we have to pay for the certification without a clear choice through our weekly household 

purchases and the money we pay is being used to promote even more certifications. Any other 

profits are being spent on a minority of Australians with the majority who pay the money in the first 

place being excluded due to Islamic ideologies. 

Sincerely 
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Thank you for initiating this inquiry into third party certification of food in Australia. I have outlined the 
points in my submission in bullet points below each Term of Reference.

a. the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not limited to, schemes 
related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and general food safety certification 
schemes;

1. The extent of halal certification in Australia concerns me. The vast majority of food sold in 
supermarkets today is halal certified. This is despite the fact that we are a nation with 
Christian, atheist, agnostic, Buddhist, Sikh and Hindu people (and people of other faiths).  
People of all of Australia’s many religions, and of no religion, are all being forced to pay a 
religious tax to one religion - Islam.  Why? Why is this one religion being placed above all 
others?

b. current labelling requirements of food certification schemes;
1. Current labelling requirements are inadequate. They allow for either no identification of 

halal certified products or the inclusion of a tiny logo, often placed on the back of a 
product or in a packaging crease.

2. Food producers are required to clearly label their products with other information such as 
ingredients, whether there may be traces of nuts, calories contained and how animals are 
treated in the course of production (e.g. free range eggs etc.). These same rules regarding 
clear labelling needs to apply to halal certified foods.

c. the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees;
1. This is crucial. I want to know when I’m buying a product whether I’m paying an Islamic 

tax. 
2. I want to know whether I’m paying more than I need to.
3. I want to know if I’m buying food blessed for another religion as it offends my own 

religious beliefs. 
4. I want to know when buying a product whether it offends my beliefs regarding animal 

welfare. Halal products are against my belief that an animal killed to feed me should NOT 
be killed in a way that is cruel and drawn-out – bleeding to death slowly from a slit throat.  
It is against my belief - and the belief of the majority of Australians - that animals should 
be treated as humanely as possible, even those destined for our plates. Surely this belief of 
the majority of Australians is just as important as the beliefs of Islam? Or is it of a lesser 
value and if so, who made this decision? In our society, in our misguided race to be ‘non-
discriminatory’, it seems we affording this ONE group special treatment – and by doing so, 
discriminating against ALL other ethnic and religious groups in Australia. I do not want an 
Islamic sharia law tax imposed on everyone in Australia via our food. Please legislate that 
halal certification be clearly visible at first glance at a product so we can all make informed 
choices which are not against OUR beliefs.

d. whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make informed 
purchasing decisions;

1. The current halal certification scheme does NOT provide enough information about how it 
works to enable Australian consumers to make informed purchasing decisions. The very 
existence of halal certification and its procedures was unknown to most Australians and 
myself until recently, because of the lack of information supplied. (and due to the tiny/ 
non-existent labels).

e. details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and the potential for these 
to impact on prices for consumers;

1. Please require that food producers indicate clearly (e.g. on their websites) the amount of 
halal certification fees they are paying. Consumers can then decide whether they want to 
buy from a producer that no doubt is passing this cost on to them. Currently this is a 
hidden tax. 

f. the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and returns to producers;



1. Halal certified food that is produced for export can have the resulting halal tax on the food 
paid for by the Muslim consumers buying these products overseas. The halal tax should 
not be paid for by everyone in Australia.

g. the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including, but not limited to, 
certification processes, fees and financial records; and any related matters.

1. Information about the halal certification scheme is sorely lacking. Transparency is required 
regarding the certification processes used, the halal certification fees charged to food producers 
and the financial records of the multiple halal certification bodies operating in Australia.

2. Related matter 1. Why has this religious tax on food been allowed in Australia?  It is my 
understanding that only the Australian Government has the right to levy taxes in Australia and even 
the government stepped back from taxing foods when it introduced the GST. 

3. Related matter 2. Halal certification costs non-Muslims jobs and is discriminatory to non-Muslims –
the majority of Australians. Once a business decides to pay the halal certification fee it finds itself 
locked into an Islamic business model that demands halal practices all along the supply chain. 
Slaughter men and many others have lost their jobs, as only Muslim butchers can perform the halal 
animal-killing. This is discrimination based on religion - not being Muslim means you are treated 
worse, to the extent of not getting a job or losing your job. When abattoirs advertise for only-
Muslim slaughter men, they are breaking Australian anti-discrimination laws.  Women cannot be 
employed for halal slaughter – this is again discrimination, this time based on gender. Just because 
discrimination is occurring against the majority does not mean it is suddenly sanctioned by law – it 
is still discrimination.  Farmers are being forced to pay a halal certification fee for the grass the 
animals eat, then a fee for the animals to be transported in halal certified vehicles. In many cases, 
even the drivers must be Muslims now, as they are the only ones who are trusted by Muslims to 
maintain the halal conditions. These are discriminatory practices.

4. Related matter 3. Halal certification is NOT necessary. Foods that do NOT need to be halal certified, 
as they are already halal (allowed), are having halal certification assigned to them. Only certain 
meats, meat from animals not killed a certain way, carrion, blood and alcohol are forbidden (haram). 
Everything else is allowed. (halal). Why are cheese, milk, biscuits, chocolate, chips, honey and nuts 
halal certified? There is no blood, meat or animal products (e.g. gelatin) in them. Why is Purina cat 
food – yes, cat food – halal certified? Why is plastic packaging from Scholle Industries Pty Ltd in 
Elizabeth West S.A. halal certified? Who will be eating plastic packaging and need it to be halal? I 
have shopped with Muslim friends and, while they steer clear of bacon and non-halal meat, I’ve 
never seen them check any other food items for the halal logo. I’ve heard that halal certifiers tend to 
not give a food producer a quote over the phone re how much it will cost to make them halal 
certified. Instead they insist on visiting the producer’s premises first. Is this to ascertain how much 
the producer is able to pay and then give a quote based on that? All this leads me to believe that 
halal certification is a scam, focused on money rather than faith, and as the Imam of Jumua Mosque 
in South Africa labelled it in his article (below), a ‘fiasco’ that runs counter to principles laid out in 
the Koran. 
http://www.jumuamosquect.com/khutbas/khutba/archive/2012/january/27/article/khutba-on-
halal-certification-fiasco.html 

Thank you for your time. 

http://www.jumuamosquect.com/khutbas/khutba/archive/2012/january/27/article/khutba-on-halal-certification-fiasco.html
http://www.jumuamosquect.com/khutbas/khutba/archive/2012/january/27/article/khutba-on-halal-certification-fiasco.html
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Phillip Craig

29 July 2015
Senate Committee
Third Party Certification of Food

As an Australian citizen and consumer I am frustrated and concerned by the current practice 
of halal certification in this country. 

The majority of the Australian population are not followers of Islam and therefore do not 
require halal certificates at all. I do not want to fund special religious rituals, halal schemes or 
political campaigns to increase the presence of Sharia Law in Australia. 

The argument that Halal Certification is necessary for export is not totally true, a lot of our 
exports go to other than Islamic dominated countries, and also the export market is only a minor 
percentage of the overall market.  Islamic slaughter of animals, (which I am not sure is completed in 
a way that is in the interests of animal welfare)  for example, for export could/should be carried out 
in a production line separate to those animals killed for the domestic market.

I am of the opinion that truth in labelling will solve most problems.  A company should be 
able to put what they like on their packaging so long as it's true. 

Truth in packaging would permit a company can say “Halal Compliant” which allows Muslims 
to know that it does not contain blood, pork or alcohol etc and this would negate the current 
situation of having a company pay unknown fees to Islamic Certification businesses for  in many 
cases unnecessary “Certification”.  Any company that prints an "untrue" label would be liable to a 
large, (paid to the government) so there would be a real incentive to label truthfully. 

Many products are naturally Halal and therefore do not require this Certification, but it is 
still being paid for. 

If a company has paid for Halal Certification this detail, via the authorised mark, must be 
visibly displayed on the outside of the packaging, preferably on the front, at a size that is reasonable. 
All products and services from halal-certified suppliers should be clearly labelled by one standard 
symbol. This way the consumer can recognise when meat, meat-based products or other products 
and services come from halal-certified sources. Australian consumers can then make a conscious 
decision.

Any product that is removed from bulk packaging must be labelled the same as the bulk 
packaging, this will ensure for example, that bulk packaged meat where the external package/box is 
currently labelled as Halal Certified the individual packages must display an identical mark.  This 
issue also comes back to truth in labelling. 

Muslims have been given an exemption from full stun slaughter in order to feed people of 
their faith, this method of slaughter was never intended for the wider, non Muslim community and 
should NOT be sold unlabelled.  



Any animal that is slaughtered in the Islamic way, even if it is later declared Haram 
(unsuitable for muslims), should have all the meat identified that it was slaughtered in the Religious 
Way.  This specific label has to be determined and published. 

To carry this one step further, food outlets (this includes restaurants) should be required to 
advise if any of their meals contain halal  meat, a matter of choice for the consumer to determine if 
they wish to consume.

Why have we got institutionalised halal compliance in eg. Hospitals & School canteens?

We treasure our Freedoms in Australia, especially freedom of choice for ALL. 

So if Muslims want halal certificates, they are free to have them - as long as they PAY for 
them - not everyone. The majority do not require halal and should not be forced to pay for these 
halal schemes, or left with no choice at all which is the case for young mums, as ALL baby formula 
and baby foods are now halal certified!  All sugar is now halal certified. 

Current Requirements for Slaughter men according to Islamic Co-Ordinating Council
of Victoria:
- Must be practising male Muslims of good character known by at least two prominent Australian 
Muslims who are prepared to write a reference.  

This impacts on the employment prospects of both male and female Australians of non 
muslim faith.  
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29th July 2015

Senate Standing Committees on Economics
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600

Phone: +61 2 6277 3540
Fax: +61 2 6277 5719
economics.sen@aph.gov.au

RE: Third Party Certification of Food

Points of Reference;

a. the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not 
limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food 
and general food safety certification schemes;

b. current labelling requirements of food certification schemes;
c. the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees;
d. whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to 

make informed purchasing decisions;
e. details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and 

the potential for these to impact on prices for consumers;
f. the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and 

returns to producers;
g. the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers 

including, but not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and 
any related matters.

To the Senate Committee,

I would like to make my opinion on the above points of reference known to the committee.

a. I have no idea how many certification schemes are operated in Australia. I was shocked to 
find that not only food products, but hair and skin care products are also subject to 
certification. I feel it only fair to consumers that any item in any store should prominently 
display notice of any certifications.

b. As mentioned in “a.” All items for sale to consumers should be clearly labelled with the 
relevant logo for any certifications of that product, so consumers can make an informed 
decision on what they are purchasing. I also think that supermarket chains who pay for 

mailto:economics.sen@aph.gov.au


blanket certification on their un-branded products should display the certification logo’s 
prominently on their shopfronts to inform consumers of the schemes they are involved in.

c. If companies are paying for certification, I think it’s essential for that company’s product to 
be clearly labelled with the relevant certification logo and cost, prominently displayed on the 
packaging. If a religious group is charging producers for certification and not labelling the 
product, that religious group is gleaning support from the community without their knowledge 
or consent, which I believe is tantamount to theft. If I want to offer financial support to an 
organisation, I will make donations to whichever organisation I choose personally. I am 
outraged that any percentage of my grocery costs is going to financially support any religious 
group. If these groups require certification to satisfy their religious or other beliefs, they 
should pay the producers of the products to display the certification logo….User pays!

d. I do not believe certification schemes provide adequate information for Australian consumers 
to make informed decisions on purchases.

e. As mentioned in “c.” if producers are paying for any kind of certification, the type of 
certification and the flow on costs should be clearly labelled on the packaging to inform 
consumers of what they are paying for.

f. If certification is necessary for goods being exported, then as mentioned in “c.” the people 
requiring the certification can foot the bill.

g. I believe the limited information offered to the general public on certifiers, their processes, 
fees and financial records, is doctored to suit these groups with the intension of making them 
appear innocent. I believe most of these schemes are corrupt and run by ruthless people 
whose only interest is to profit from the Australian consumers for the benefit of themselves.

To summarise, I don’t believe any products need to be certified for any reason. Product labels should 
include the name of the company that produces it, whether the company is foreign owned, the country 
of origin of the product and, particularly with food products, the risk of the product to those with 
allergies. 

It is my belief that if religious groups are so devout as to require a special needs diet, they would 
know themselves through their religious studies what they can and can’t eat without the need for 
product certification labelling, let alone charging producers a fee for certification.

Regards,
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Submission to Inquiry – Third party certification of food

Thank you for allowing me to provide a submission to this inquiry.  I have 
listed several areas on concern in regards to Halal certification in point form 
below.

Foods/Products not clearly labelled 

As a consumer, it is my choice to avoid products that have been Halal 
certified.  This is an increasingly difficult exercise as many products are not 
clearly labelled or have the certification logo hidden from the outside 
packaging.  The high costs associated with certification are undoubtedly 
passed onto the consumer so if a product has this certification, it should be 
mandatory that it is labelled so consumers can make an informed choice.  

Animal Welfare

I believe that the process of Halal or religious slaughter of animals is 
inhumane and in many cases prolongs the suffering of the animal.  This is 
totally unacceptable!  Religious beliefs should not be places above the welfare 
of animals.  I also believe that a high percentage of our abattoirs and almost 
all of chicken processing is conducted in this manner for a small percentage 
of our population. 

Religious Discrimination

Halal certification the way it currently is now is religious discrimination. Not 
only are multiply religions unfairly subjected to very specific rituals of just one 
religion, but in many cases jobs in places such as abattoirs can only be given 
to those of a particular religion.  What about the rights of those of other 
religions or those who have no religion?

 
Certification Industry

If Halal certification is permitted to continue, I believe their needs to be greater 
scrutiny and control placed over the industry.  I believe that there are very few 
regulations placed on the certifying bodies and that those bodies are classed 
as ‘charities’ and therefore pay minimal or no tax.  There needs to be some 
form of registration, government control or regulation so that certifiers conform 
to standards and regulate fees and charges.



Where do the proceeds from certification end up?

There is a lot of speculation regarding where the proceeds from these fees 
end up.  In other countries there have been proven links between certifying 
bodies and terrorist groups.  I believe no such links are known to exist in 
Australia but is that just because they haven’t been found yet?  I’m not 
certain.  What I am certain it is doing is making Islam in this country richer and 
more powerful which personally I don’t believe is a good thing.   

Thank you for taking the time to read my concerns. 
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Dear Sir/Madam, 

I want to express my concern with the amount of food that I purchase which comes under Halal 
certification.

My understanding is that the companies who acquire halal certification have to pay a fee to a 
certification agency.  Which in turn is donated  to the Islamic cause.

I find this unbelievable.  In my endeavor to investigate which foods come under this certification and 
avoid being a contributor to their cause, there isn’t much left on the market shelves that I can buy 
and hence be a passive protestor to this system.  

I’ve also noticed that some foods that once carried the halal certification are missing the logo or are 
they just hard to find on the detailed packaging?  Please can products that are halal be clearly 
marked.  

Is there any way to stop the advance or rescind the agreement companies have made with this 
organisation?  Can you start to limit the percentage of certified halal products on the market to 
reflect the percentage of Muslims in Australia.  If there are less than 5% Muslims in Australia then 
they should only have 5% of, say, the milk market certified.

I oppose paying any money which goes to further Islam, a religion I do not support.

Yours sincerely,

Heather Huxley
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Peter Hill 

14 July 2015 

Subject: An inquiry into third party certification of food  

Dear Committee Members, 

Thank you for the opportunity to make a submission to this inquiry into third party certification of food. 

As Parliamentarians, you have an opportunity to spend time on improving our nation.  

Well paid and well resourced, you have been given time to consider ways that we as a nation can deal with the 
problems of navigating our way through the transition from a resources boom.  

You could lead debates and heal wounds in the community; you could provide opportunities for disengaged youth who 
may be struggling for reasons to join our community rather than follow false leaders overseas. 

You could look at the educational system and how it prepares our citizens for a quite unknown future, one in which 
technology will no doubt continue to provide massive change, but where there may be few jobs. 

You could be looking at current issues of under-employment, where so many – working as contractors, with little work 
and few conditions – do not have the safety net that most have grown up believing was theirs by right. 

You have been granted resources that few businesses could match to assist while you could be looking at serious 
issues such as developing our cities in a way that does not exclude massive numbers of our citizens from affordable 
housing solutions. 

You could be thinking about how to take advantage of the great opportunities you have been given by a generous 
educational system – one that is now not so generous – to maximise benefits for all Australian citizens. 

You could be doing those things. 

Instead, in this Parliament, in this Committee, you have decided that the most important thing you can do with your 
time and your taxpayer-funded salaries is to investigate Halal certification of food. 

As Members of Parliament you all need to take collective responsibility for running down the respect of the voters in 
the institution of Parliament. You are bringing your office into disrepute. 

You deserve the public shame and disgrace that you may occasionally read about in the news media. I wish this 
Parliament and the Committee meets with the worst failure. I trust you will not keep wasting the wonderful 
opportunities you have been given. 

Yours Sincerely 

Peter Hill 
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Third Party Food Certification Inquiry,

Dear Committee Members,

Thank you for the opportunity to put my views to the Committee.

Religious Certification. I have no personal concerns whatever about purchasing and consuming foods 
that have been certified as being permissible for adherents of any of the religions practiced in 
Australia. On the contrary I proudly support Australia’s tradition of tolerance and mutual respect that 
is the foundation of our exceptionally successful multi-cultural and multi-faith society. I also recognise 
that religious food certification enables Australian food producers and distributors to gain access to 
major export markets. In instances where particular food products are sold into both the export and 
domestic markets, it may be that the economies of scale facilitated through religious certification have 
the effect of reducing costs to domestic consumers. 

I do however also recognise that religious certification of those food products sold only on the 
domestic market may marginally increase their cost to domestic consumers. That is not of particular 
concern to me personally, but I do see that critics of religious certification may have a valid point in 
their complaint that certification benefits only the religious community in question, but at a cost borne 
by the wider community. It appears from other submissions to this Inquiry that the complaint about 
Halal certification is not just that it potentially adds to the cost of food to the wider community, but 
also that profits generated from Halal certification services are applied exclusively to Islamic causes 
and institutions, some of which may be anathema to sections of the wider community. 

I hope that the Committee succeeds in establishing whether, and to what extent, there is any 
substance to these complaints about Halal certification. I also hope that any substantiated issues 
arising from Halal certification are then comprehensively addressed by the Committee so as to repair 
and strengthen the relationship between the Islamic community and the wider Australian community. 
With that relationship already under stress as a result of Islamist terrorism at home and abroad, it is 
important, for the security and harmony of the whole Australian community, to ensure that, wherever 
possible, material irritants to the relationship are removed to prevent the spread of sectarian 
animosity and alienation. 

Organic and Health Food Certification. On the wider issue of the food certification information 
provided to consumers, I am concerned that very little reliable information is currently provided to 
the public about the nutritional and health value of organic foods and so-called health foods. Organic 
certification relates to the modes of production, processing and distribution, and is not based on 
verification of producer claims about nutritional value or the contents of industrial chemical 
contaminants. So-called health foods, and the naturopathic remedies sold along-side them, are simply 
not subject to official verification of their chemical composition, nutritional value or health benefits. 
Organic certified foods are certainly much more costly to consumers than conventionally produced 
foods, while so-called health foods and naturopathic remedies are a risk to health where they are 
relied on as a substitute for science-based remedies and treatments. 

The cost and health exposure to the community arising from the current limitations of the certification 
of organic and so-called health foods is far greater than any cost and health exposure associated with 
religious certification of food, and deserves at least equal consideration by the Committee. Currently 
Australia has no specific legislation for domestic organic food standardisation and labelling at the state 
or federal level as there is in the USA and the EU. Ideally Australian consumers should have ready 



access to relevant analytical and certification information on organic and health food items at the 
point of sale or on the product packaging, or failing that at least be given equally conspicuous official 
notice that the food products have not been tested or have not had their claimed nutritional or health 
benefits reliably validated.

Yours Faithfully

William Koppe
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24th July 2015

Dear  Sir(s),

Having been alerted recently by family friends that a review was being undertaken by the 
Senate Enquiry (Food Certification Schemes), I resolved to submit to this Enquiry my 
concern with the pervasiveness of  ‘Halal Certification’ in my daily purchases of food and 
grocery items.

For example when I was told that Sanitarium Health Foods was paying a fee to a Federation 
of Islamic Councils for their ‘Weet-Bix’ product, a family staple for decades, I e-mailed their 
Customer Service department for confirmation. After receiving an auto generated receipt 
response to my mail I am still waiting for detailed correspondence 18 months later. It’s 
obvious from this response and others that I’ve heard about that this certification process it is 
not a positive marketing point to the average Australian consumer, in fact just the reverse.   

My major concern is with the lack of clear labelling of products within the Australian market 
place by Producers and Distributors of those products for which they are paying a ‘fee for 
service’ to Muslim organisations. For example, I’ve been told some certified products carry 
no labelling at all as opposed to some that I’ve found subsequently with only a couple of lines 
of Arabic script or an ‘AFIC’ logo etc. I strongly believe this is not instructive enough for 
Australian consumers to make an ethical judgement with regard to their purchases. I believe a 
clear, noticeable bold print statement such as ‘THIS PRODUCT IS HALAL CERTIFIED’ 
should be mandatory for products in the Australian market place. 

Not withstanding the fact that I believe this particular certification fee constitutes a tax on 
foodstuffs (exempted from the GST levy by the Australian Government), and is paid by all 
Australian consumers of these products as opposed to those who believe in this process for 
religious reasons. In my opinion most Australians (including many that I spoken with) are 
ignorant of the existence of this levy. 

Upon further research on this topic I’ve discovered various arguments both for and against 
this levy. My contention is that some of the following points should be considered by the 
Senate Committee :-

Halal certification is beneficial in selling Australian product into overseas Muslim markets.  
If this is true and this is a requirement in these foreign markets those overseas consumers 
should bear this ‘marketing’ cost themselves. The increased sales for the Producer in these 
overseas markets should offset this additional ‘cost of sales’.

Halal certification is a requirement for the growing Australian Muslim population. 
Muslims currently make up approx. 2.5% of the total Australian population, but what 
percentage of this number are devout enough to demand conformity to this religious belief ? 
Perhaps 25, 50, 75% of the total Muslim population (100% is inconceivable), which again 



reduces the justification for the imposition of this levy on the far greater number of  devotees 
of other religions or even non-religious citizens of Australia.

Halal certification generated profits are returned in total to the Australian Muslim 
population as an investment in Mosques, religious education and community services. 
As a non-Muslim I am at a loss to understand why I and those of other religions pay this levy 
in order to meet this need in the Muslim community. Aside from the various forms of 
government funding available to all citizens, as non-Muslims if we engage in these types of 
activities we are obliged to fund these expenses from our own financial resources, not other 
peoples’. 

Halal certified products of all types should be readily available throughout all communities. 
Yet other  religions with similar restrictions on consumption of certain foodstuffs provide 
certified products for sale from specialty stores established to cater for this need e.g. Kosher 
products for the Jewish community which is approx. 0.5% of the total Australian population. 
The costs to establish, source and provide for this community are borne by the end users (the 
user pays principle, a fairer principle in all regards).   

Halal  slaughter of animals and birds is required by Muslim religious law.  
This practice is widespread in Australia and again this not inconsiderable added cost is borne 
by all Australian consumers regardless of religious conviction. This also calls into question 
adequate labelling of foodstuffs as much of this product is not packaged as such and sold by 
individually wrapped lots at the point of sale.    

In conclusion as an Australian manufacturer and/or supplier of goods or services (my 
understanding is that such industries as Supply Chain operations are now also paying for 
Halal certification) I could not justify the payment of this service against the Cost to Sales in 
the Australian market with it only being of benefit to such a minority of consumers.          

Yours faithfully ,

R.J.Newman
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29th July 2015 

Inquiry: Third Party Certification of Food 

I wish to enter this submission to the senate committee for the above 
 
I am deeply concerned with the extent that food is not labelled fully. Of particular concern is the 
halal certification. 
 
If a producer must hold a legitimate certification from a registered organisation, i.e one whose funds 
are traced and with an auditable charter for the purpose of exporting that product, then that is quite 
acceptable. However, it is not acceptable that I, as a domestic consumer should be forced to pay an 
additional “tax” on my food and not be aware of either where the money is going or even if the 
product has that tax associated with it. 
I refer specifically to Halal “certification” I do not agree with paying this additional tax and would 
prefer that any product that has incurred this tax is clearly marked so I may avoid it and register my 
disquiet to the producer and supplier by selecting a “non-halal” product. 
I have lived in Sulawesi, Indonesia for a year and have been unfortunate enough to witness how the 
local population slaughter their livestock. The animals were harassed leading up to the point of 
slaughter with, I believe the aim of increasing blood flow and so draining as much blood from the 
animal as possible. I do not believe that we in Australia want that in the preparation of our meat. 
 
I would prefer that any food produced to meet a certain slice of the market should be labelled very 
clearly so we, the consumer can make an informed decision, be it Halal, Kosher, Gi, etc. 
 
Good luck with getting this right as the current provisions are not working. 
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I wish to respectfully make the following points in relation to third party registration of food.

As a consumer, I have the right to know what I am buying and my food should be labelled sufficiently 
to accord me this right. In regard to halal food, some manufacturers do not indicate on the label that 
it is halal registered; others do provide a logo to indicate such registration. However, for consumers, 
it is not made clear what such registration means.

Am I paying more that I have to because this registration costs manufacturers and the cost is passed 
on to me? Why should I pay more for a product because a community group want it to be 
registered? By all means, register the food that will be consumed by the relevant community group, 
but please leave my food alone  and do not charge me more to satisfy demand from others.

Do halal products respect my beliefs about animal welfare? I eat very little meat, for example, and I 
care about how the animals are slaughtered to provide that meat. What happens with halal 
slaughter practices?

Do halal products violate my religious sensibilities?

The point is, without proper labelling and information, I do not know the answers to these questions 
and so I cannot exercise my right to know what I am purchasing. Also, with little transparency 
currently, I do not know if I am paying extra for my food because it is registered by a third party and I 
do not know where funds from such registrations are going. It’s like an additional tax which is 
unauthorised by any Government body that I am expected to pay. 

I urge this Inquiry to consider these matters and act in the interest of all Australians.

Thank you.
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Inquiry into third party certification of food - Halal certification of food

Firstly thank you for instituting this inquiry. My submissions are in bold text below, next to the Terms 
of Reference.

a. the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not limited 
to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and general food safety 
certification schemes; Why are all Australia’s people, whether Christian, Jewish, Buddhist, Hindu, 
Sikh or other, made to pay this tax to the Islamic religion? Almost all the food brands in my 
supermarket are halal certified. This is widespread.

b. current labelling requirements of food certification schemes; Labelling at the moment is not 
good enough. It is not clear which foods are halal certified. Australians need clear labels to be able 
to choose what they buy.

c. the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees; This is 
very much needed. I don’t want to pay money towards Islam. I am not Muslim. I don’t make 
others pay a religious tax to my religion. Jewish people have never forced kosher food on 
Australians by stealth - but the halal rort is doing so.

d. whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make 
informed purchasing decisions; Definitely not. 

e. details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and the 
potential for these to impact on prices for consumers; More information is needed on this point.

g. the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including, but 
not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any related matters. 
There is almost no information publicly available on who the halal certification bodies are 
and what they do with the millions they earn annually. We need more information.

Halal certification is a money-making scam perpetrated on a multiracial, multicultural, 
multifaith nation by people of one religion. We’re a nation which has welcomed people 
from around the world. Our generosity and kindness has been abused and we have been 
made fools of by the halal rort.
Please do something to protect the MAJORITY of Australians from this rort.

With Regards.
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Submission to the Senate inquiry into third party certification of food.

I submit the following concerns regarding food certification, particularly relating to but not limited to 
halal certification.

1. Certification affects pricing.  Standard business procedure is for businesses to recover their 
costs by charging customers a price equal to their costs plus a profit margin.  If they charge 
less they will not survive; they are in business to make a profit.  Any certification costs, 
therefore, increase the business' prices.

In the case of halal certification, many items are automatically halal, thus needing no 
certification and therefore needing no payment of fees for certification.  Yet it appears some 
businesses are having such items halal certified, obviously at a cost.

Certification, with its costs, should not be forced on people who do not want to pay for that 
certification.

2. Halal certification is in effect a religious tax that supports Islamic organisations.  It often 
requires a religious ritual to be conducted in association with the production of the certified 
product.  Most Australians do not want such religious rituals imposed on them through 
ignorance or lack of alternative products.

3. Halal certification is connected with a political-religious culture that is well known for its links 
to terrorism.  It is only to be expected that halal certification fees, apart from making certain 
people rich at the expense of Australians generally, could well assist in financing terrorism.  
Most Australians would want to dissociate themselves from terrorism and not have their 
money supporting it.

4. Genetic modification artificially alters the nature of food, in a way that significantly impacts its 
nutritional value. 

Conclusion.

(a) Foods should be clearly labelled to show any and all related certifications for which payment 
has been made. There should be a plentiful supply of equivalent foods available without 
certification fees included in the price.

(b) Products should be clearly labelled to show if the product has halal, or other religious, 
certification.  There should be a plentiful supply of equivalent products available without that 
certification.

(c) Consistent with clause 116 of the Australian Constitution, the government should prevent the 
imposition of religious requirements by default on all Australians through food certification.

(d) Products with certification that in any way assists terrorism should be banned from sale in 
Australia.

(e) Foods should be clearly labelled to show if they are genetically modified.  There should be a 
plentiful supply of equivalent foods available without genetic modification.

John Kingsmill.
29 July 2015.
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Dear Committee Members, 

I’ll address my points according to the Terms of Reference thus   ….. 

a. the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, 
but not limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-
modified food and general food safety certification schemes;  
 
All foods covered by certification schemes of any kind in Australia should be 
clearly labelled with a prominent and easily recognizable symbol.  Consumers 
have the right to know what they are consuming and to enable them to choose, 
or avoid, products according to their beliefs and health requirements.  All symbols 
on foodstuffs must be of an easily visible size, easily recognized and enforceable, 
incurring penalties where signage is dishonest or misleading. 
 

b. current labelling requirements of food certification schemes;  
 
Currently, the labelling of food seems to be inconsistent and poorly managed as 
to product information, laws and policing. 
 
*  The country of origin of all food should also be clearly marked, and where 
ingredients are sourced from different countries, these should also be included. 
For example, people wishing to avoid fish products derived in Asian countries 
have the right to know that a New Zealand fish product was sourced in China.  
 
*  Foods claiming to be Australian with some ingredients sourced elsewhere, 
should state this clearly. Misleading Australian symbols are sometimes used to 
confuse people into thinking the product is Australian when it is not.  
 
*  Food related health matters must also be clearly stated as to, eg. calories, fat, 
sugar content, whether food has been genetically modified, and whether there 
are traces of nuts present for those affected by allergies.  
 
*  If food was prepared or manufactured under strict religious principals, and in 
cases where a fee was charged for certification, customers have the right to know 
by clear labelling of products and perhaps separate sectioning in the 
supermarkets of such food stuffs, as is done for certain health products. 
Consumers have a right to know whether they are buying a kosher or a halal 
certified product since this may be violating their religious sensitivities. They also 
have a right to know if they are paying extra for certification. 
 
*  The way animals are treated is also of concern to many people and may violate 
their beliefs about animal welfare, eg. whether eggs are from ‘free-range’ or 



battery hens; that tuna is caught in certain nets which does not endanger other 
sea-life. Whether eggs are battery or free-range laid is marked on egg cartons, 
but even this can be misleading since some so-called ‘free-range’ hens are not 
really free range at all. 
 
*  Of great concern to many people now, with news of how our live-trade cattle 
and sheep are treated in Islamic countries, is the knowledge that much of 
Australian meat, whether intended for export or the domestic market, is halal 
certified and killed according to Islamic requirements. Of course these products 
are not labelled as such in butcher shops – Australian consumers have no choice.  
 
Halal slaughter must be carried out by a Muslim male according to Islamic rites. 
Many, if they knew what Islamic slaughter entailed, would not choose to buy and 
support these practices which are inherently cruel since prior stunning of the 
animal is not allowed under Sharia Law before its throat is cut. Animals die a slow 
death. A stunned animal can die before its throat is cut, and therefore it is not 
considered halal.  
 
Australia’s animal welfare codes do not allow such cruelty to be perpetrated, yet 
exceptions are allowed for “religious slaughter”. (See: 
http://kb.rspca.org.au/what-is-halal-slaughter-in-australia_116.html ) People 
have a right to know whether their food purchases support animal cruelty.  
 
As an aside, since only Muslim males can carry out halal slaughtering, this 
constitutes discrimination against non-Muslims and females – workplace 
discrimination which is otherwise not tolerated in Australia. 
 

c. the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay 
certification fees;  
 
Food producers/processors/manufacturers include all costs in the price charged 
to consumers, the same as any other business.  
 
If people are paying more because a product is certified in any way, and the 
manufacturer has paid a fee for that, then consumers have a right to know, for 
they are then paying for a hidden tax. In the case of Halal or Kosher Certification, 
it is a religious tax, and many consumers, if they knew that, would not want to 
buy products that finance a religion they do not agree with, especially if that 
means the proliferation of Islamic mosques and schools in Australia. Most food 
items are tax exempt in Australia and it is the government that levies a tax, not a 
religious organisation, especially one that serves a mere 2-3% of the population. 
 

http://kb.rspca.org.au/what-is-halal-slaughter-in-australia_116.html


In general, people requiring certain foods due to health or religious concerns scan 
the product label, or go to a certain section of the supermarket, or a certain food 
outlet, where their desired product is sold. Currently, in the case of halal certified 
products, it is those comprising 97-98% of the population who must scan labels to 
avoid buying a product which is the religious requirement of only 2-3% of the 
population. No other group thrusts their food requirements on the whole 
population and charges them for it. When it’s about religion and money, let’s 
have open disclosure. 
 
The clear labelling of products by companies that have paid certification fees is an 
absolute must. Consumers have a right to know. 
 
e. details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or 
manufacturers, and the potential for these to impact on prices for consumers;  
 
It is absolutely essential that our government knows the details of all certification 
fees paid by food producers/manufacturers – to which certifier, how much was 
paid, for what, and whether the cost was included in the prices paid by 
consumers. Australians rely on the government to be the watchdog regarding fair 
pricing. 
 
d. whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian 
consumers to make informed purchasing decisions; 
 
Current schemes do not provide enough information, either none at all on certain 

products, when it is well known that Certification Fees are being paid, or hidden 

amongst the small print. In some cases, information is not visible at all until the 

packaging is opened. Some food manufacturers who pay halal certification fees 

for everyday goods consumed by Australians, do not want it known that they are 

halal certified. Consumers deserve to know so that they can choose which 

products to buy and which to avoid, as is their right. It is ludicrous that a 2-3% 

Muslim minority have imposed their religious requirements on the rest of the 

Australian population. No other religion or health groups do that. Is it any wonder 

that people object? 

f. the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market 
access and returns to producers;  
 
Food producers have a choice of whether their export market is worth more to 
them than the domestic market if enough people choose not to consume their 
products because of certification. This most certainly pertains to halal 



certification and the objections many Australians have to contributing to an 
Islamic Religious Tax when there is no definite knowledge as to whom or what 
that tax benefits.  
 
Food producers also have a choice of directing halal/non-halal products to the 
different markets to satisfy all customers. 
 
g. the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about 
certifiers including, but not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial 
records; and any related matters.”  
 
Until fairly recently, most Australians did not know what ‘halal certification’ was, 
or that they were paying for it on the everyday goods they bought (eg. Vegemite, 
Sanitarium breakfast products, Cadbury’s chocolates).  
 
There are around 2 dozen halal certifiers in Australia. If the certification fee is a 
religious tax, as is the case with halal certification, and monies received by the 
certifier are tax-free, then full transparent disclosure by the certifiers is a must, 
and our government must closely watch what actually happens to this money. 
Some halal certifiers are not connected to Australian Islamic organizations, but 
are stand-alone private businesses – do they receive a tax-free income? (One 
such certifier has boasted that he’s a millionaire.) 
 
The halal fees imposed on food producers reap many millions of dollars annually, 

yet Austrak and other government bodies claim they have no information on 

where halal certification proceeds go (why not, it’s their job to know). They do 

however, seem to have enough information to claim there is no evidence that 

proceeds help to fund terrorism. If they were to look overseas, they would learn 

that, eg. 60% of halal food is controlled in France by the Muslim Brotherhood, in 

America by ISNA and Hamas. In Canada in 2011 the Muslim ASssoc. Canada, a 

Muslim Brotherhood organization, gave to Hamas. It would be naïve to think that 

similar donations to terrorist groups are not made from Australia. Muslim charity 

and aid organizations go by many names – new ones spring up as when identified 

as being tied to terrorism.  

Halal certification is of great concern for me since Muslims only compose 
between 2-3% of the Australian population, yet their infiltration into the food 
processing and marketing of everyday Aussie foods and the imposition of their 
religious tax on the other 97-98% of the non-Muslim population has been 
insidious. I resent having to pay an Islamic religious tax, and I do not wish to 
support the building of more mosques or Islamic schools which only serve to 



segregate rather than integrate Muslims. It is time our government took a stand 
against the Islamisation of our country, the stealthy erosion of our way of life, 
because we don’t dare to offend and fear being labelled ‘racist’.  
Patriotism is not racism. 
 

    ______________________________________________________________________ 

It is said that “Muslims are free to eat anything not haram. Halal is not required. 

‘Eat of that which Allah hath bestowed on you as food that is lawful and 

wholesome’, (Surat Al-Maidah 5:88). All foods are initially acceptable unless you 

are absolutely certain it is not.” Reliance of Traveller j 16.1. 

Check also, The Halal Certification Fiasco - 

http://www.qsociety.org.au/downloads/The%20Halal%20Certification%20Fiasco

%20_%20The%20Zakat%20Pages.pdf  

 
It is about time our government seriously investigates the halal certification scam 
perpetrated on Australians. The financial records of certifiers and their bonafides 
should certainly be investigated. The money trail from Islamic charities, such as Al 
Imdaad, which receives funds from Australian Mosques and Islamic State 
Councils, should be closely followed.  
 
From the President’s Report, Islamic Council of Western Australia 2013 Annual 
Report …..  “During the year the ICWA has made ongoing donations to Syria 
because of the difficult civil conditions. The donations were through the Al Imdaad 
Charity, to ensure that no recriminations could be directed at ICWA.”  
President’s Report, Islamic Council of Western Australia 2013 Annual Report 

(emphasis added) 

The mere fact that certification funds could be funding mosques and Islamic 

expansion is Australia is worry enough given the evidence of rising Muslim 

tensions in other parts of world where the local ethnic populations are objecting 

to the alarmingly increasing Islamic intimidation and changing of their way of 

living. There is much evidence of this in England and it is happening here. ( see: 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2020382/You-entering-Sharia-law-

Britain-As-Islamic-extremists-declare-Sharia-law-zone-London-suburb-worrying-

social-moral-implications.html ) 

http://www.qsociety.org.au/downloads/The%20Halal%20Certification%20Fiasco%20_%20The%20Zakat%20Pages.pdf
http://www.qsociety.org.au/downloads/The%20Halal%20Certification%20Fiasco%20_%20The%20Zakat%20Pages.pdf
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2020382/You-entering-Sharia-law-Britain-As-Islamic-extremists-declare-Sharia-law-zone-London-suburb-worrying-social-moral-implications.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2020382/You-entering-Sharia-law-Britain-As-Islamic-extremists-declare-Sharia-law-zone-London-suburb-worrying-social-moral-implications.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2020382/You-entering-Sharia-law-Britain-As-Islamic-extremists-declare-Sharia-law-zone-London-suburb-worrying-social-moral-implications.html


No other groups, religious, or health-based, requiring certification of their foods, 

has imposed their requirements and beliefs on our Australian way of life as those 

of the Muslim faith have already done and are increasingly attempting to do.  

Islam is a threat in Australia, as it is in many countries where it has encroached by 
stealth. Islam is not a race, nor just a religion, it is an archaic, dysfunctional, 
political ideology and is no more welcome in Australia than is Communism or 
Nazism. 
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To economics committee

Subject. third party certification of food

Dear Senators and member of parliament 
I would like to give you my reply in your 
terms of reference from your stated 
headings  A.B.C.D.E.F.G
A /The extent and amount of halal  food certifiers for such a 
small muslim population  in this country  cannot justify itself 
once compared to a country of Indonesia for example that 
has only one certifier and much of a bigger 
poulation.Australia has many certifiers fighting over basically 
anything it now seems apart from pork and calling it halal but 
a majority of it is completely unrealistic and unnecessary 
according to the Koran.The many entities are now causing 
much suspicion and angst to the wider community in every 
different faith and other peoples from all walks of life not 
requiring halal food.

B/  Current food label requirements are not working 
especially when a lot of products deemed halal are not even 
labelled as  further explored in ref D or if a particular product 
claims it has vegetable oil for example but in reality it may be  
indeed palm oil instead.Peanut oil and genetically modified 
products should also be under this requirement due to 
peoples allergies and other dietry or medical requirements 



and the yet incomplete known facts on consuming GM 
products

C/The need to have a product clearly labelled halal if it is 
indeed at all under the koran must be mandatory ,for if a 
product is certified halal  but not even  labelled  halal then all 
consumers including people under the muslim faith would 
not know themselves.This shows it  is a completely corrupt 
system.  Companies are paying certification fees for this 
service and deciding not to show certification labels 
obviously due to people not wishing to buy halal 
products.Certification fees inevitably end up on products and 
the result is consumers having to pay more although this is 
denied by many producers and in doing so treating  
consumers as fools by saying  so.

D/ It is becoming increasingly harder to find certified labels 
on the increasing amount of  products.I find it completely 
offensive in having to pay a religious tax or fee on any 
product.The Islamic religion is only a small minority in this 
country and now has certification on a very high percentage 
of products.It is my consumers right to know if the particular 
product is deemed halal as I do not wish to help finance  this 
religion or be involved in any shape or form.An article from 
our constitution states that religion cannot be forced on 
us.Of the many other faiths it is only the Islamic faith 
choosing to put this particular tax or fee to further their 
cause.With having products deemed halal if they are indeed 
and clearly shown on the outside of the product can I and 
every consumer make an imformed choice. Animal slaughter 



due to halal requirements are also cruel and unethical with 
many western countries choosing to stop this process .The 
unethical slaughter  process should also be a requirement on 
all halal labelling wich once again is not.

E/ Imformation stating fees paid to the certifiers are never 
shown due to privacy agreements being set between the 
producer and the certifiers.Certifiers are not required to 
show where their collected funds are used and is believed 
funds could be used in unsavoury activities as in some proven  
instances overseas.For a tax that is expected to be paid by 
consumers and yet no transparency is in place in showing 
certifier and supplier transactions it must surely also cause 
alarm for the tax office.If halal fees paid are calculated as a 
tax expense and then claimed  ,the government is losing 
millions as they are also paying for the halal tax.  Consumers 
are left with an ever increasing budget due to  more doubtful 
products put on the halal  certification .Absolutely no one is 
of benefit with this except the certifier and product supplier 
and ultimately it is undermining our freedoms and way of 
life.

F/The importance of halal on overseas meat exports to an 
Islamic country would be beneficial  albeit being an unethical 
slaughtering method being used to do so.Apart from only a 
small trade going to Islamic countries a ridiculous amount of 
halal is being paid despite the small amount of trade.  Meat 
and other exports  to any other country like china for 
instance where the halal is frowned upon should not be 
required to be certified.



G/The Halal tax has only been around for  a short time in this 
country simply because an Islamic prayer could be said 
before consuming an item . In a short time a majority of  
products including non foodstuffs never been deemed halal 
including animal feed products,female sanitation items to 
mention just a few  is happening frequently.As mentioned in 
referencesA/B/C/D/ there is very little imformation being 
displayed on any products and is undermining everything this 
Country stands for .Freedom from and for religion 
,unscrupulous certifiers , unpaid taxes,lack of transpareny on 
labelling,lack of transparency on certifier fees ,unethical 
killing methods,reduced amount of products available that 
are non halal for 98% of the population.

FINAL COMMENTS

The Halal tax and all agreements that are in place should be 
paused immediately till the government takes complete 
control of it and calling in the Australian tax office and 
consumer affairs in order to make this  completely 
transparent on all facets .This halal must never have a 
monopoly in our Christian country for such a small minority.I 
do look forward to what actions may be taken wich I am sure 
will be many .THANK YOU
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29 July 2015 

 

Senate Standing Committees on Economics 

PO Box 6100 

Parliament House 

Canberra ACT 2600 

 

Dear Sir or Madam 

 

I wish to lodge a submission regarding the Third Party Certification of Food inquiry 

that the Senate Committee is currently accepting.  

 

My submission is primarily regarding the religious certification of food. I would also 

like to declare at this time, my disappointment that religious slaughter was not 

raised as part of this inquiry. I hope to see that the cruel practice will be addressed 

separately through the Senate soon. 

 

As a Christian, a Mother and a citizen of our proud nation, I am greatly concerned 

with regards to religious certifications on our food and other grocery items. When I 

first discovered that the vast majority of the foods I purchased were Halal certified I 

felt extremely let down and betrayed by companies I had trusted. As I investigated 

further, by endlessly telephoning and emailing companies, I was further shocked at 

the lengths some companies would go to in order to avoid answering the question of 

whether they held religious certification or not. For example, several times I asked 

Cadbury, not only if they held certification but why and I was ignored and eventually 

blocked from their Facebook page. It seems companies are not so proud to hold a 

certification for a religious ideology that is contrary to beliefs of the vast number of 

Australians and are too happy to deceive or silence their customers to cover this up. 

The Australian Government needs to get to the bottom of this and put a stop to this 

deceit.  

 

I am sure I am one of many Australians who find the notion of financially supporting 

any religion through my grocery bill utterly distasteful. To add to this, consumers 

have been purposefully deceived by producers who took advantage of the poor 

labelling laws we have and largely hid this certification. It is simply unfair to 

consumers that they cannot make a decision to purchase or not purchase an item at 

the point of sale, based solely on the information provided on the packaging. I am 

aware that Kosher certification logos are for the most part, if not always, included on 

the labelling, however I know from my own experience that Halal certification is not. 

Limited inclusion of logos on product labelling means that there are millions of 

Australians financially supporting an ideology that is contrary to their belief systems, 

unknowingly.  

 

Religious certification (and more so religious slaughter) is discriminative towards 

other religions. Christians, Buddhists, Hindus and Sikhs as well as Atheists want and 

would expect, and rightfully so, to be able to purchase food that is free from 

religious affiliation. Religious certification declares that a noisy minority’s right to 



religious dietary law is superior to that of the majority. Religious certification of food 

and grocery items seems to benefit a very small population who should be able to 

make their purchase decisions based on the ingredient information provided on the 

packaging – the same way non-Muslims are expected to.  

 

Producers are able to claim, without certification, that their products are ‘gluten 

free’, ‘high in protein’, ‘a good source of carbohydrate’ on their product labelling. For 

what reason can a producer not label ‘free from pork and alcohol’ on their 

packaging? This in addition to the ingredients list should be sufficient guidance for 

Australian consumers who require this. It is unclear why money needs to pass hands 

to religious certifiers except for the fact that these religious bodies have sown seeds 

of distrust of producers amidst their religious communities. The fact that milk, 

honey, sugar, salt, flour, bottled water—all halal in their natural state—require 

certification fees to be paid is a despicable abuse of this so-called ‘system’. The fact 

that non-edible items such as tampons, sanitary pads, toothpaste, plastic food wraps 

and cleaning products require certification is just downright absurd.  

 

I wish to be clear. My submission does not come from a heart of hatred, bigotry or 

intolerance. I am very happy to live in a country filled with all kinds of people who 

contribute to our society in a positive way. I am aware that other countries are 

requesting that items be halal certified and that is supporting the growth of our 

export market. However, the export market and any dollar that is to be made should 

not trump the rights of Australians and their right to purchase groceries to feed their 

family knowing without religious affiliation. 

 

Although it would make me intensely happy to see religious certification abolished, I 

can see it already has its tentacles firmly in the marketplace. Ideally I would like to 

see Australian producers being able to declare ‘religious law compliance’ for their 

own products.  However, if Halal certification continues in the current model, it 

would only be appropriate for compulsory religious certification labelling on ALL 

certified items. Having said that, I will continue to support Australian producers who 

hold similar values to myself and wherever possible will purchase alternative 

products. 

 

Many thanks for taking the time to read my submission. 

 

Regards 

Name withheld  
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Inquiry: the Third party certification of food

Dear Committee

Thank you for the opportunity to provide input to the Third party certification of food Inquiry.

a. the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not limited to, schemes 
related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and general food safety certification 
schemes;

Could the committee please provide some comparative and proportional data on the extent of the various 
food certification schemes in Australia, particularly in relation to halal certification.

b. the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees;

As a consumer I would greatly value easily knowing which foods are halal. This would assist me in choosing 
a non halal product if I so wished. 

c. whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make informed 
purchasing decisions;

I find it difficult to identify if something is halal certified. Sometimes the icons are very small. 

d. details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and the potential for 
these to impact on prices for consumers;

I would like to know the actual costs to companies for Halal certification and impacts on prices.

e. the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and returns to 
producers;

-

f. the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including, but not limited 
to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any related matters.

I would like to have access to information about the actual costs to companies for Halal certification. 

Thank you
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On 13 May 2015, the Senate referred the following matters to the Economics 
References Committee for inquiry and report by 30 November 2015, I wish to aid the 
inquiry with my submission.

A. The extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but 
not limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified 
food and general food safety certification schemes;

I would like to address the issue of the halal certification fee. 

While sharia law requires Muslims to abstain from non-halal slaughtered meat, pork 
and alcohol, the products that have halal certification number in the thousands. 
There are over 340 companies that pay a fee to Muslim organizations, this becomes 
part of their business cost and is passed on to the consumer, most of whom have no 
interest in the idiosyncrasies of an ideology that is opposed to their own. 

Consumers who don’t want to fund the expansion of Islam through their grocery bill 
are finding it difficult to buy non-halal certified food. Milk, bread, cereals, honey, 
chocolate, sugar, salt; the list is endless. Some items such as packaged bread, 
crumpets, English muffins and hot cross buns, are all halal certified. The consumer 
has no choice; there is no alternative. One wonders why these products need to be 
halal certified. What manufacturer adds pork or alcohol to these products? 

Halal certification reaches to non-food items such as pet food (e.g. Purina cat food) 
toothpaste, cosmetics, containers, transport, storage and outlets. By extension this 
could be made to cover every possible item. 

 
B  current labelling requirements of food certification schemes;

While there are over a thousand products that are halal certified very few have 
labels that indicate they are permissible to Muslims. This scheme is for the sole 
purpose of informing Muslims that the food does not contain pork, non-sharia law 
slaughtered meat or alcohol. Yet you will not find this information on the labels or 
websites of these companies. There is no way of knowing that by buying a product 
you may be funding the spread of an ideology that is aggressively opposed to your 
own. 

C   the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification 
fees;

The Australian consumer wants to know what they are buying. Some people don’t 
buy halal certified products on principle. Certifiers declare the money collected from 
the fees are use to promote Islamic schools and centres. Many non-Muslims don’t 
want to promote this ideology. They don’t want to fund the spread of Islam through 



their grocery bill. They should be warned that the manufacturer has paid a fee to a 
Muslim organization for a service that is of no value to them. 

It is essential that the label of every halal certified product should declare that a fee 
has been paid to a certifying Muslim organization. Muslims and non-Muslims can 
then make an informed choice.

 
D  whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to 
make informed purchasing decisions;

Australian consumers have a right to clear and accurate information about the food 
they are consuming. Food producers should be obliged to clearly label their products 
with such information as to whether there are ingredients that Muslims are 
forbidden to eat, just as they warn there may be traces of nuts for the safety of 
those with allergies.

We are a humane society and cruelty to animals is abhorrent to us. How animals are 
treated in the course of production is important. Just as some products are labels 
‘free range eggs’ and ‘RSPCA approved’, consumers want to know if inhumane sharia 
law slaughter was used in the production process.

When buying meat there is no way of knowing if sharia law methodology was 
involved in the slaughter. The butchers at supermarkets can’t tell you. One said it 
was not halal certified because there was no symbol on the boxes. It turned out to 
be meat killed under an Islamic religious ritual where the animal is allowed to die 
slowly in a barbaric way in terror and in pain. A butcher may know where he buys his 
meat but to track down the abattoir is almost impossible. According to Beef and 
Livestock Australia there are only three butchers that sell non-halal certified lamb in 
an area of 150,000 people.

As consumers, we should have the right to know whether we are buying a halal 
certified item, because we may be paying more than we have to, it may be violating 
our religious sensitivities, we may be funding an ideology that is aggressively 
opposed to our own and it may be violating our beliefs about animal welfare. 

E  details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, 
and the potential for these to impact on prices for consumers;

Halal certification has become a very lucrative business and so has attracted many 
organizations offering this service. These certification schemes are far from 
transparent. The certification fee paid by food manufactures is difficult to establish. 
The fees vary from industry to industry, but in some cases it is tens of thousands of 
dollars a month. The bottom line is that the non-Muslim consumer pays more for 
their food for a service they do not require and which may be an affront to their 
sensitivities.



F  the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access 
and returns to producers;

The export market should not affect the domestic one. If an importer requires halal 
certification for the product they are buying, they arrange and pay for a certifier of 
their choice to do the inspection for them. This alleviates the Australian producer 
and exporter from any involvement in the halal certification scheme. The transaction 
them becomes a Muslim importer paying a Muslim certifier for the benefit of 
Muslims consumers. Why should non-Muslims in Australia pay for the idiosyncrasies 
of a foreign ideology?

There are food manufactures that have two manufacturing plants, one for the 
domestic market and one for export to Muslim countries. This should be 
encouraged.

G  the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers 
including, but not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and 
any related matters.

There is appalling lack of transparency when it comes to halal certification. No 
information on labels and no information can be found on manufacturers websites. 
Even when asked, some companies are very evasive and show expertise in double 
talk. 

This has become a large lucrative business with big potential for extortion but is 
operates mostly unregulated. There is evidence that shops and restaurants, as a 
condition for certification, must buy from suppliers certified by the same certifier. 

 Conclusion

Halal food concerns only Muslim. The majority of food products are halal and need 
no certification. If the Muslim community or an importer wants to make sure the 
product contains no forbidden ingredients they alone should pay for the cost of 
inspection. The non-Muslim community should not be required to pay for something 
that does not affect them. 

If there is a need to inspect certain manufactured products that may contain meat or 
alcohol then it should be done by a not-for-profit, secular, government approved 
agency and the cost passed on to the Muslim community or importer.

If the present system continues the label of every halal certified product must clearly 
state that a certification fee has been paid to a Muslim organization. This 
information must be available on the website of every company paying the halal 



certification fee and listed on the halal certifier’s website with the amount that was 
paid. A list of halal certifiers must also be readily available.

I regard this as a very important inquiry and encourage the Economics References 
Committee to take note of my submission when preparing their report. 
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26th July 2015

Dear Sir/Madam

RE: THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATION FOOD INQUIRY

I would like to add my submission to the inquiry regarding third party certification of foods. My
 concern is with HALAL Third Party Food and other products certification.

TERMS OF REFERENCE OF INQUIRY

1. The extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not
 limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and
 general food safety certification schemes;

 So many foods are currently CERTIFIED halal it’s almost impossible to go shopping and avoid
 buying any Halal – C products .   Most products do not carry any Halal mark so I shop with the
 Halalchoices app which takes so long and in some instances ie buying butter at aldi is impossible
 because all brands are certified. 

2. Current labeling requirements of food certification schemes;

 There doesn't seem to be any labeling guidelines whatsoever.  As you can see from the above
 list the majority of those foods need no certification to make them permissible for a Muslim to
 be able to enjoy them.  It seems to me like everything is being CERTIFIED and the fees collected
 from gullible companies are being passed on to us, the consumer.   I can guarentee you the
 majority of Australians especially older Australians have no idea what the word HALAL means let
 alone what HALAL -C means to their hip pocket!

mailto:tessmcnamara@hotmail.com
mailto:Economics.Sen@aph.gov.au


Most companies are not labeling their products halal despite having paid for the CERTIFICATION
 so how this is a marketing campaign or beneficial in any way in regards to sales is baffling.

I am truly astounded that we have this sort of cunning, deceitful rort in Australia.    I cannot
 begin to tell you how absolutely disgusted and ashamed of our government I am for allowing
 this sort of blatant thievery to continue and not just this government but the governments
 before as well who have remained gutless and clueless to what is going on around them.

3. The need for labeling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees;

I believe we have absolutely NO NEED to have halal-c foods in Australia.  I don't believe we
 should lower our animal welfare standards to meet a market like the middle east where animal
 welfare is almost non-existent.    We should concentrate on producing the best product we can. 
 I understand when cattle and other animals are slaughtered using any of the current two "halal"
 methods the animals stress hormones impact on the quality of the meat. 

4. Whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make
 informed purchasing decisions;

Current schemes do not provide enough information for me to make an informed choice.  I wish
 to avoid all halal certified products totally.  I do not wish to financially support Islam for not even
 1 cent.  It is not my religion and its not a religion I support. I am further forbidden in the Holy
 Bible to consume any goods or foods prayed over to a foreign God. Allah is a foreign Arabic 
 meccan God and not Hashem or Yaweh God of Israel ,and I am forbidden to consume any halal
 food as is every single Christian on earth, the Holy Bible is correct in identifying such practices as
 against  ours commands. By allowing the massive halal growth you condemn us Christians to hell
 if we consume them.

5. Details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and the
 potential for these to impact on prices for consumers;

Anyone in business always recoups the costs of the goods and business through product pricing. 
 Anyone who says the prices are not passed onto the consumer is lying.  A rule of thumb for



 business is 30% expenses, 30% taxes, 30% business expansion and 10% for the owner.  Once you
 understand this basic rule of thumb its impossible to see how certification does NOT impact
 prices.

All certification impacts the pricing, we see the heart tick (amongst the dearest certificates I
 hear) which benefits ALL consumers, we know how that is suppose to help our health but there
 are NO health benefits with HALAL.  In fact I suspect quite the opposite, I would love to see
 studies on the impact of high levels of stress hormones in meat and the effect on the human
 glandular system.  

6. The importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and
 returns to producers;

I understand the halal certificate helps export markets but if its at a cost to the domestic market
 I would say concentrate on markets that don't put that impost onto our country, our producers
 and our people.   We produce good quality, clean and healthy products if we have to lower our
 standards to meet a market I say we should be asking that market to up their standards or
 concentrate on emerging markets who want our excellent product.

7. The extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including,
 but not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any related
 matters.

 As we can see from submission number 205 from Abdul Ayan where he states "

It is fair to say that halal certification, and particularly how certifiers practice it, has many
 deep seated problems. Their audit and supervision as well as their service provision are poor.
 There are also credible reports that some engage in corrupt, unethical and improper
 practices. The system allows them to do so and some therefore take full advantage of it.
 Halal certification has been widely described by leading members of the Muslim community,
 aptly in view, as a cash cow whose function is to collect as much money as possible in
 exchange for little or no provision of services beyond signing and issuing certificates."

As we can see from that above statement HALAL-C is a cash cow and what more proof does this
 inquiry need to see that as consumers are getting hit they are recoiling and spending less.  We
 refuse to be a cash cow for a religion we do not support nor trust. 

In conclusion, I would like to state, it seems HALAL-C is not content with fleecing us through our
 foods, but also through transport, medicines, plastics etc etc in fact anything they can possible
 encourage people to certify they will.



It is time for the government to reflect the thinking people of this country and go into bat for
 what is right and what is just.  We can see from the UK and their halal situation the push is on
 for no stunning in any abattoirs, here in Australia we have the WA Islamic society stating they
 oppose stunning.

I oppose all of it.  Along with 80,000 other people on the facebook page "boycott Halal".  Not
 only that but every other Australian that I spoke to have never heard of HALAL.  When I explain
 what it is, they are absolutely gobsmacked our government would allow such a thing.

I am also disgusted our government would allow only MALE MUSLIM SLAUGHTER-MEN to be
 hired in the majority of abattoirs.  Does this mean we now allow discrimination in the
 workplace?

I would hope the Inquiry will address all the matters in way that is the best outcome for all
 Australians, I hope they take into account Australia's multi-faith, multi-race and multi-culture
 populace and realize that no group should be forcing their ideas, beliefs, ideologies and
 thoughts onto others.  

Thank you

Sent from Windows Mail
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Dear Sir/Madam

I am writing to urge a full enquiry into halal certification in Australia.  It is an unfair tax on
 all Australians.  It has nothing whatsoever to do with religious observances since it is
 purely economic.  Nowhere in the Quran is halal certification mentioned.  It seems that it
 was invented in the 1960's. All Muslims know what is and isn't halal.  Muslims can eat non
 halal just be saying "Bism'allah", which means with permission of Allah.

The absence of  religious needs for halal certification can be seen  in the fact that many
 companies and products which are halal certified have no markings on the products to
 indicate being halal.  How can this be needed by Muslims if it isn't marked?  Why aren't
 said products marked as halal?  So that those of us who choose not to pay this extortion
 are denied informed choice, necessitating special searches to acquire the information.  It
 is also grossly unfair that those who do not wish to pay this Islamic tax have to forgo many
 favourite brands and products.

Even things which are naturally halal are being halal certified.  Non consumable products
 like plastic containers, toiletries, cosmetics and many other items are being halal certified.
 Some transportation companies are paying huge fees to have their vehicles halal
 certified.  Muslims have no need for Christmas or Easter  festivity chocolates but these are
 halal certified by some companies, most notably Cadbury.  Muslims profess not to drink
 alcohol but the malt used in Coopers Beer is halal certified.  There can be no reason other
 than making money by Muslims at the expense of the rest of the population.

There is no regulation about how halal money is used.  At best it only benefits Muslims.  At
 worst it is funnelled to terrorist groups.

Please give this important matter serious investigation.
Yours faithfully

Christine Baughan

Mobile: 

mailto:chris.baughan@hotmail.com
mailto:Economics.Sen@aph.gov.au
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Dear food certification schemes inquiry,

I wish to address point (g) of the committee’s terms of reference, and particularly ask the committee to consider
 the importance of investigating whether some Australian halal certification organisations could be using funds
 raised from Australian businesses to fund, directly or indirectly, Islamic terrorism.

Firstly, all practising Muslims and Islamic organisations, including halal certifiers, are obliged to give Zakat to
 Islamic causes which amounts to 2.5% their wealth per year to be distributed among 8 categories. Some of
 these categories are laudable, such as helping the poor, but one is to support those fighting for Allah. Some
 Muslims claim to interpret this in an innocuous way, but a more widespread understanding is that this money is
 to go to those engaged in Islamic military operations for whom no salary is allotted i.e. volunteers for jihad.
 And Halal certifiers have been caught funding terrorism in this way before. In 2007 and 2008 the Islamic
 Society of North America was named by the Justice Department as involved with funding the terrorist group
 Hamas.

Secondly, I ask the committee to take into account that there is no religious requirement in Islam for Halal
 certification. A Muslim is obliged to eat foods only halal foods, but the vast majority of foods are halal by their
 very nature. Certification is at best a convenience for Muslims, and certifying bodies are only recent business
 constructs which began in the 1980s. It was soon discovered, however, that these organisations were very good
 at raising large amounts of money from gullible Westerners and now senior Muslim leaders are stating publicly
 that ‘halal can enable Muslims to dominate global economy and conquer the world.’

I put it to the committee that in-light of the above points and the common theme of Islam running through the
 halal certifying industry and world terrorism, that it is very much in the public interest to require a much higher
 standard of financial oversight and regulation of these bodies to ensure that money raised from Australian
 businesses is not being used against Australian interests.

Yours sincerely,

Mr Gordon Mills

mailto:gordonm1957@icloud.com
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I wish to add my voice to probably hundreds of others, and submit that the certification of foods
 such as Halal, in most situations, is not acceptable to me, as an Australian citizen and a voter.  I
 am a firm believer of the maxim that “when in Rome do as the Romans do”.

If a Muslim country/nation/state wishes to impose certain standards and certifications on food
 items consumed by its citizens, that is its right.  If some of that food is imported from Australia it
 is that nation’s right to say the food must be certified Halal before leaving Australia AND in the
 case of live cattle/sheep,  it is that nation’s right to butcher that living animal as dictated by
 Islamic decrees and the principles of Halal.  But there is should end.

I strenuously object to the growing cancer of Halal certification throughout Australia.  It is adding
 Billions of dollars annually to the price of foods, packaging and hundreds of other items
 including transport.  I am a “roman” and muslims should not be allowed to make me pay more
 for much of what I purchase from Australian supermarkets and shops.

Manufacturers, should they wish to cater to muslims and their “Halal” needs, should produce
 separate lines of appropriately marked foods.  These would undoubtedly be more expensive and
 they would need to be segregated in supermarkets, in my opinion, or “clearly identified” as
 Halal.  Just as the presence of “dairy” or “nuts” is clearly identified on food, for obvious reasons.

The proliferation of this practice needs to be stopped and reversed.  Just as I do not agree to
 Centrelink paying a muslim man a “pension” and also paying his two or three wives pensions, I
 do not accept that I should pay more for Halal certification.

Thank you, Richard Abel

mailto:avd@avdcpa.com
mailto:Economics.Sen@aph.gov.au
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PLEASE WITHHOLD PERSONAL DETAILS FROM PUBLICATION

27.7.15 

Dear Sir / Madam

RE:  THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATE FOOD INQUIRY

C). The need for labeling on products produced by companies that pay certification
 fees;

The cost of Halal-Certified  a product is passed onto the consumer through product
 pricing.  Thus, when a consumer buys that product they are inadvertently financially
 supporting the advancement of Islam.

We know the certifiers pay a percentage to the MUI in Indonesia and where the money
 goes is anyone's guess. 

As a lay person with no Indonesian linguistic skills I can only assume the MUI who I
 believe are the governing body for Islamic organizations in Indonesia supports Jihad as
 per the Qur'an. 

We can see here http://www.businessinsider.com/indonesia-has-an-isis-problem-2014-10?
IR=T Indonesia has quite a few fighters with ISIS.   In any event the more you look the
 more murkier it gets.  Im sure ASIO could shed more light on all this then I can.  

So, we are left with the question do halal certificate funds support terrorism?  I think we
 would be very naive to say no it doesn't. 

It is imperative that every product that has a halal-C fee against it is labeled HALAL-C so
 people have the choice to

mailto:anarkii51@gmail.com
mailto:Economics.Sen@aph.gov.au
mailto:ruskimic@yahoo.com.au
http://www.businessinsider.com/indonesia-has-an-isis-problem-2014-10?IR=T
http://www.businessinsider.com/indonesia-has-an-isis-problem-2014-10?IR=T


a) Purchase a food that has a religious overtone to it.  and

b) Are aware they are funding by default and through their weekly shop the Islamic
 Ideology.

Currently all this halal -certification is done more by stealth.  It needs to stop. 

Thank you 
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Please find below our submission to the committee.

As a predominantly Christian country, where Muslims make up only a tiny percentage of the population, it
 strikes us as odd why over 95% of chicken and large proportions of other meats are sacrificed to the Islamic
 idol, Allah.

It also strikes us as odd that discriminatory employment practices required for halal slaughter dominate much of
 the meat processing industry in a country that supposedly prides itself on the principle of giving everyone a
 ‘fair go’ and backs this up with some of the strongest ‘anti-discrimination’ laws in the world.

We are not fans of ‘anti-discrimination’ laws in general, but if these laws are powerless against overt religious
 and sex discrimination against non-Muslims and women, then we wonder why we have them at all.

For example, current requirements for slaughtermen according to the Islamic Co-Ordinating Council of Victoria
 include: Must be practicing male Muslims of good character known by at least two prominent Australian
 Muslims who are prepared to write a reference; must obtain a reference letter from the Imam of the Mosque
 where the slaughter man is well known; and must be members of an Islamic Society. Furthermore, during halal
 slaughter, Allah’s name be praised in a reverential tone by saying "Bismillah" (In the name of God) and then
 "Allahu akbar" (Allah is the greatest) before each individual slaughter.

 This seems to us that a Muslim monopoly in the meat processing industry has
 occurred by stealth, in which 100% of women, 100% of LGBTI people and all male Christians, Hindus,
 Mormons, Buddhists and atheists would be discriminated against, should they wish to work as slaughter"Men".

There seems to be a large discrepancy between theory and practice in Australian anti-discrimination laws when
 it comes to halal slaughter. We therefore urge the committee, under its first term of reference, the extent of
 food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia, to investigate these discriminatory practices in the meat
 processing industry and recommend that they be outlawed as offensive in a predominantly Christian country
 and completely incompatible with our anti-discrimination principles.

Yours faithfully,

Drs Stephen and Dianne Grocott

mailto:grocott5@bigpond.com
mailto:Economics.Sen@aph.gov.au
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Please find below our submission to the committee.

As a predominantly Christian country, where Muslims make up only a tiny percentage of the population, it
 strikes us as odd why over 95% of chicken and large proportions of other meats are sacrificed to the Islamic
 idol, Allah.

It also strikes us as odd that discriminatory employment practices required for halal slaughter dominate much of
 the meat processing industry in a country that supposedly prides itself on the principle of giving everyone a
 ‘fair go’ and backs this up with some of the strongest ‘anti-discrimination’ laws in the world.

We are not fans of ‘anti-discrimination’ laws in general, but if these laws are powerless against overt religious
 and sex discrimination against non-Muslims and women, then we wonder why we have them at all.

For example, current requirements for slaughtermen according to the Islamic Co-Ordinating Council of Victoria
 include: Must be practicing male Muslims of good character known by at least two prominent Australian
 Muslims who are prepared to write a reference; must obtain a reference letter from the Imam of the Mosque
 where the slaughter man is well known; and must be members of an Islamic Society. Furthermore, during halal
 slaughter, Allah’s name be praised in a reverential tone by saying "Bismillah" (In the name of God) and then
 "Allahu akbar" (Allah is the greatest) before each individual slaughter.

There seems to be a large discrepancy between theory and practice in Australian anti-discrimination laws when
 it comes to halal slaughter. We therefore urge the committee, under its first term of reference, the extent of
 food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia, to investigate these discriminatory practices in the meat
 processing industry and recommend that they be outlawed as offensive in a predominantly Christian country
 and completely incompatible with our anti-discrimination principles.

Yours faithfully,

Trudi and Aiman Aiashi
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Please find below my submission to the committee.

As a predominantly Christian country, where Muslims make up only a tiny percentage of the population, it
 strikes me as odd why over 95% of chicken and large proportions of other meats are sacrificed to the Islamic
 idol, Allah.

It also strikes me as odd that discriminatory employment practices required for halal slaughter dominate much
 of the meat processing industry in a country that supposedly prides itself on the principle of giving everyone a
 ‘fair go’ and backs this up with some of the strongest ‘anti-discrimination’ laws in the world.

I am not a fan of ‘anti-discrimination’ laws in general, but if these laws are powerless against overt religious
 and sex discrimination against non-Muslims and women, then I wonder why we have them at all.

For example, current requirements for slaughtermen according to the Islamic Co-Ordinating Council of Victoria
 include: Must be practicing male Muslims of good character known by at least two prominent Australian
 Muslims who are prepared to write a reference; must obtain a reference letter from the Imam of the Mosque
 where the slaughter man is well known; and must be members of an Islamic Society. Furthermore, during halal
 slaughter, Allah’s name be praised in a reverential tone by saying "Bismillah" (In the name of God) and then
 "Allahu akbar" (Allah is the greatest) before each individual slaughter.

There seems to be a large discrepancy between theory and practice in Australian anti-discrimination laws when
 it comes to halal slaughter. I therefore urge the committee, under its first term of reference, the extent of food
 certification schemes and certifiers in Australia, to investigate these discriminatory practices in the meat
 processing industry and recommend that they be outlawed as offensive in a predominantly Christian country
 and completely incompatible with our anti-discrimination principles.

Yours faithfully,

Barrie Ryan (Pastor)

mailto:bry97150@bigpond.net.au
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Senate Standing Committees on Economics
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600

Senate Standing Committees on Economics

Halal Certification Inquiry

To meet export conditions imposed by Muslim counties we need exclusive Federal
 Government control and standard for Halal certification under the Department of Primary
 Industries. That needs to be carefully controlled with minimal fee paid to and retained by
 that department.  Any other form of certification must be considered illegal under statute
 law, with severe penalties and jail for offending the law. I suggest that the Department of
 Primary Industries should be the sole signatory to any and all certifications exclusively.

Such arrangements will remove the extortion element and offshore funnelling of money to
 "other groups", some of which Australians would be horrified to know of its intentions.

All inquiries have legal requirement to report to Parliament with an honest and unbiased
 assessment of facts. Therefore the same requirements applicable to a jury should apply of
 not having any relationship to or with, or preconceived ideas, or associations to or with the
 matter being inquired into. Consequently, to give any form of credibility to this inquiry it
 must be made up of members who are entirely open minded and free from any
 preconceived ideas, beliefs or association with the Muslim religion by way of upbringing,
 family belief or commitment. 
Failure to have such strict standards may result in a false biased and distorted assessment
 of facts making the Inquiry report invalid in the public’s eyes and deemed nothing more
than ‘Taurus excreta’.

An old certifier said to me there is no reason why the prayers have to be done on site, or
 done by him; he believes they can be done elsewhere and even by recorded prayer of a
 Cleric or Imam so long as the prayers are done in sincerity.

Press Quote:

HALAL FEES EXPOSED IN COURT JUDGMENT

http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/sinodisp/au/cases/cth/FCA/2014/614.html?
stem=0&synonyms=0&query=halal

I want to make it clear that I would never endorse, condone, or encourage the use of
 someone else’s trademark. That is an unlawful activity and is punishable by court order.

What interests me from disclosed documents from the Federal Court of Australia is that
 they show just how substantial halal certification fees are and that there is disagreement
 among Muslims about what does and does not require certification.

It also highlights the giant pyramid-style scheme of halal certification in this country.

mailto:peterjil@iinet.net.au
mailto:Economics.Sen@aph.gov.au
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/sinodisp/au/cases/cth/FCA/2014/614.html?stem=0&synonyms=0&query=halal
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/sinodisp/au/cases/cth/FCA/2014/614.html?stem=0&synonyms=0&query=halal


Two small retail outlets were taken to court for unknowingly displaying halal certification
 documents that had been falsified. The court documents show that had these two small
 kebab retail outlets paid for the halal certification it would have cost them $5000 each per
 year.

That is quite an overhead for a small business to have to absorb in this economic climate.

It is also noted that they believed the meat supplied to them from “Quality Kebabs” was
 halal certified so they didn’t think it was necessary for them to have to pay for
 “certification” as well.

The court document goes on to say:  "Quality Kebabs has obtained the benefit of operating
 its business on the basis that it has been certified by the applicant when, in fact,
it has not. There are no great difficulties in assessing the expense Quality Kebabs has
 avoided having to pay by falsely asserting it was certified by the applicant. Mr El-
Mouelhy’s documentary evidence was that his fee (without GST) to wholesalers was
 $27,090 in 2012, $33,580 in 2013 and $34,510 in 2014. I accept that Mr El-Mouelhy’s
 prices are
likely to be at the upper end of the market (he is, after all, a Rolls-Royce and not a Mini)
 but it was Mr Kose who chose to steal a Rolls-Royce.”
So the two small retail outlets were charged just nominal damages of $10.00.

But note this; “Quality Kebabs” had to pay what was equivalent to the 2012 fee of 
 $27,090.00 plus a 50% uplift which equates to $13,545.00.  On top of that they had to pay
 the 2013 halal certification fee of $33,580.00, plus 50% uplift, which equals $16,790.00!

That makes a total of $91,015.00. Now that doesn’t include what “Quality Kebabs” would
 have had to pay for 2014 which would have been $34,510.

What these court documents don’t address (because they don’t need to) is the fact that for
 “Quality Kebabs” to be halal certified they would have to source their meat or chicken
 from a halal certified abattoir or chicken processor, in this case Steggles.

We are advised some abattoirs pay up to $27,000 a month to be halal certified. That is
 $324,000 a year. We understand a receipt was issued toone chicken processor for paying
 $40,000 one year!

We understand that a report was  made previously on a driver who drove a chicken supply
 van from a chicken processor to the take-away shops and he was charged $500 in halal
 certification fees. He also had to back-pay fines to the imam when he failed to get
 certification for a few years.

This is one example of the giant pyramid scheme going on within the Australian halal
 certification industry. So you can have an abattoir spending $324,000 in halal fees. Then
 the transport company is paying hundreds to drive the product to the supplier. In this case
 the supplier has to pay $34,510 in halal fees. Then the transporter may again have to pay a
 few hundred dollars to a halal certifier. Finally the little retail outlet has to pay $5000 in
 halal certification fees.

This totals in excess of $364,000 paid in halal fees, just on a small part of the kebab
 market!

Is this all absorbed by each company and NOT passed on to the consumer? I seriously



 doubt that!

So the next time you hook in to a kebab, sit back and think about how you have just lined
 the pockets of halal certified agents along the way.

The person in this court case (Mr El-Mouelhy) has been quoted on national television as
 saying the profits have made him a millionaire and he is in it, “to buy his wife’s shoes!”

So who are the bullies?

Are they Australian consumers who have had enough of paying for an Islamic religious
 rituals imposed on their fast food and grocery products, or are they the halal certifiers
 making a motza out of the unregulated and highly debated practice of charging fees for
 halal certification?

Court judgment:

http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/sinodisp/au/cases/cth/FCA/2014/614.html?
stem=0&synonyms=0&query=halal

It is for the inquiry to make common sense recommendations which the Australian
 public will appreciate.

Submitted by:   Joy Olney. 
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Please find below my submission to the committee.

As a predominantly Christian country, where Muslims make up only a tiny percentage of the population, it
 strikes me as odd why over 95% of chicken and large proportions of other meats are sacrificed to the Islamic
 idol, Allah.

It also strikes me as odd that discriminatory employment practices required for halal slaughter dominate much
 of the meat processing industry in a country that supposedly prides itself on the principle of giving everyone a
 ‘fair go’ and backs this up with some of the strongest ‘anti-discrimination’ laws in the world.

I am not a fan of ‘anti-discrimination’ laws in general, but if these laws are powerless against overt religious
 and sex discrimination against non-Muslims and women, then I wonder why we have them at all.

For example, current requirements for slaughtermen according to the Islamic Co-Ordinating Council of Victoria
 include: Must be practicing male Muslims of good character known by at least two prominent Australian
 Muslims who are prepared to write a reference; must obtain a reference letter from the Imam of the Mosque
 where the slaughter man is well known; and must be members of an Islamic Society. Furthermore, during halal
 slaughter, Allah’s name be praised in a reverential tone by saying "Bismillah" (In the name of God) and then
 "Allahu akbar" (Allah is the greatest) before each individual slaughter.

There seems to be a large discrepancy between theory and practice in Australian anti-discrimination laws when
 it comes to halal slaughter. I therefore urge the committee, under its first term of reference, the extent of food
 certification schemes and certifiers in Australia, to investigate these discriminatory practices in the meat
 processing industry and recommend that they be outlawed as offensive in a predominantly Christian country
 and completely incompatible with our anti-discrimination principles.

Yours faithfully,

Mrs Magdalena Lane
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SUBMISSION FOR FOOD CERTIFICATION SCHEMES 27th JULY, 2015 

SUBMITTED 

Clear labelling of food is one of the most important aspects of the Australian consumer's life,
 mainly because so much food is being imported, rather than being produced here, from countries
 whose hygiene is not as regulated as ours.

Therefore, labelling needs to be clear and concise, not ambiguous.For health reasons, labelling
 regarding nuts etc. need to be clearly shown.

I object to halal for several reasons.

1. It is a tax imposed on Australians by a foreign organisation/s.It should never have been
 allowed.Our Government did not put a tax in the GST on most foods yet a foreign organisation
 has been allowed to?

2. Halal has added to the cost of food and goods, which I cannot afford to pay, being a
 pensioner.The foreign organisations have acted very cunningly in that they have made a domino
 affect. e.g. Even though alcohol is forbidden in the Muslim religion,because it has yeast in it, so
 alcohol is halal also.They have done this sort of thing with so many products, even plastic bags..

And water is now halal?

3. I am a Christian and object to paying money to an organisation which is opposed to mine.

4. I object to the way the animals are slaughtered in such a painful way, it is against all the
 humane rules we live by.

5.I object to funds from halal going to Islamic activities, Australia doesn't benefit at all.

6. I object to companies who pay halal, taking the logo OFF because people won't buy the
 goods.Country of origin should be clear, not hidden under Imported Goods.

7. If Muslims etc. want items labelled...fine. THEY pay for it , and these halal items are in
 selected aisles in the supermarkets so we know what we are buying. I am tired of trying to read
 the fine print to see if an item is halal!

If clearly labelled, and in a separate section of the store, ok

.I want to know what I am buying, and who benefits.If halal it should be either in large print of
 large logo.

mailto:macdunn89@gmail.com
mailto:Economics.Sen@aph.gov.au


I Do Not Want to Pay For Halal!

Thank you
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Dear food certification schemes inquiry,

I wish to address point (g) of the committee’s terms of reference, and particularly ask the committee to consider
 the importance of investigating whether some Australian halal certification organisations could be using funds
 raised from Australian businesses to fund, directly or indirectly, Islamic terrorism.

Firstly, all practising Muslims and Islamic organisations, including halal certifiers, are obliged to give Zakat to
 Islamic causes which amounts to 2.5% their wealth per year to be distributed among 8 categories. Some of
 these categories are laudable, such as helping the poor, but one is to support those fighting for Allah. Some
 Muslims claim to interpret this in an innocuous way, but a more widespread understanding is that this money is
 to go to those engaged in Islamic military operations for whom no salary is allotted i.e. volunteers for jihad.
 And Halal certifiers have been caught funding terrorism in this way before. In 2007 and 2008 the Islamic
 Society of North America was named by the Justice Department as involved with funding the terrorist group
 Hamas.

Secondly, I ask the committee to take into account that there is no religious requirement in Islam for Halal
 certification. A Muslim is obliged to eat foods only halal foods, but the vast majority of foods are halal by their
 very nature. Certification is at best a convenience for Muslims, and certifying bodies are only recent business
 constructs which began in the 1980s. It was soon discovered, however, that these organisations were very good
 at raising large amounts of money from gullible Westerners and now senior Muslim leaders are stating publicly
 that ‘halal can enable Muslims to dominate global economy and conquer the world.’

I put it to the committee that in-light of the above points and the common theme of Islam running through the
 halal certifying industry and world terrorism, that it is very much in the public interest to require a much higher
 standard of financial oversight and regulation of these bodies to ensure that money raised from Australian
 businesses is not being used against Australian interests.

Yours sincerely,

Mrs Alison Woskett
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Dear Senate Economics References Committee,

I do not wish to support any brand that pays  to have their product halal certified. As a matter of fact, I
 do not wish to pay any religious (or other) certification fees without my consent . All products which are
 certified should be clearly labelled as such so consumers can make informed decision if they want to
 support it or not. I do support the rights of of Muslim community to have halal certified food as long as
 the cost of the certification is not passed to all consumers, specially without their knowledge of the fees
 being paid.Less than 2% of this population is Muslim and I do not want to fund special religious rituals
 or political campaigns to increase the presence of Sharia Law in Australia.

I'm against barbaric ritual slaughter and wish Australian Government  could follow  their Danish
 counterparts in outlawing this cruel and unnecessary practice, but I respect other people rights to
 choose whatever scheme they want to participate in, however I request that my freedom of choice be
 respected as well.  

Yours Sincerely,

Kris Kuitkowski
Tel/Fax:  
Mob: 
Email: 

mailto:kkris1@yahoo.com
mailto:Economics.Sen@aph.gov.au
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Please find below our submission to the committee.

As a predominantly Christian country, where Muslims make up only a tiny percentage of the population, it
 strikes us as odd why over 95% of chicken and large proportions of other meats are sacrificed to the Islamic
 idol, Allah.

It also strikes us as odd that discriminatory employment practices required for halal slaughter dominate much of
 the meat processing industry in a country that supposedly prides itself on the principle of giving everyone a
 ‘fair go’ and backs this up with some of the strongest ‘anti-discrimination’ laws in the world.

We are not fans of ‘anti-discrimination’ laws in general, but if these laws are powerless against overt religious
 and sex discrimination against non-Muslims and women, then we wonder why we have them at all.

For example, current requirements for slaughtermen according to the Islamic Co-Ordinating Council of Victoria
 include: Must be practicing male Muslims of good character known by at least two prominent Australian
 Muslims who are prepared to write a reference; must obtain a reference letter from the Imam of the Mosque
 where the slaughter man is well known; and must be members of an Islamic Society. Furthermore, during halal
 slaughter, Allah’s name be praised in a reverential tone by saying "Bismillah" (In the name of God) and then
 "Allahu akbar" (Allah is the greatest) before each individual slaughter.

There seems to be a large discrepancy between theory and practice in Australian anti-discrimination laws when
 it comes to halal slaughter. We therefore urge the committee, under its first term of reference, the extent of
 food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia, to investigate these discriminatory practices in the meat
 processing industry and recommend that they be outlawed as offensive in a predominantly Christian country
 and completely incompatible with our anti-discrimination principles.

Yours faithfully,

Tony and ElizaBeth Pearse

mailto:pearses72usa@gmail.com
mailto:Economics.Sen@aph.gov.au
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To:
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Economics, Committee (SEN)
Please make the labelling of Halal certified foods compulsory 
Monday, 27 July 2015 5:39:04 PM

Dear Committee Members,

I wish to restrict my submission on the third party labelling of food to the issue of Halal certification and
 labelling.

I am concerned that some food companies pay for Halal certification, but provide no indication on the
 packaging that their company funds the implementation of this aspect of Sharia Law. I believe that companies
 have the right to pay these certification fees to access certain export markets, but if they do, they should be
 required to reveal this to their Australian customers, in the same way that revealing the ingredients, nutritional
 information and now country of origin is mandatory.

Sharia’s spread should concern all Australians because its growing influence over our law, finance and food
 will ultimately weaken the Judeo-Christian basis of our society and curtail our freedoms. And Halal
 certification, as innocuous as it first appears, does form a part of this program. A senior Muslim cleric in 2010
 is even on record candidly urging Muslims to ‘conquer the world through the Halal movement.’

This is why I call on the committee to recommend that a Halal logo be displayed on the packaging of all
 products that are Halal certified. This should bring the issue more to the public’s attention, allow consumers to
 make an informed choice either to fund  or not to fund Sharia law. Australian businesses need to weigh-up the
 potential export market gains against the potential domestic market losses.

Yours sincerely,

Miss Janet Cowden

mailto:jtcowden@dcsi.net.au
mailto:Economics.Sen@aph.gov.au
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Economics, Committee (SEN)
Halal labelling of meat should be made mandatory 
Monday, 27 July 2015 5:49:23 PM

Dear Senators,

Thank you for conducting an inquiry into food certification schemes. We particularly wish to address halal
 certification of meat and its labelling in Australia.

According to Islam, meat can only be halal if the animal is sacrificed to Allah by praising Allah’s name in a
 reverential tone when slaughtering. This is done by saying "Bismillah" (In the name of God) and then "Allahu
 akbar" (Allah is the greatest) before each individual slaughter, with the animal’s head facing toward Mecca. It
 is clear, therefore, that halal slaughter requires the animal to be sacrificed to an idol (Allah).

But the apostle Paul warns Christians about eating meat sacrificed to idols. Even though there is nothing wrong
 with the meat itself, because the idol has no real existence, he warns us of compromising another person’s
 conscience by eating such meat in company. For example, we would not wish to inadvertently serve halal meat
 to another Christian from a Jewish background, or one who follows the old testament food laws. Our
 fellowship with that person and even his faith may be compromised by what he would interpret as our failure to
 adequately determine whether the meat is halal.

But this is not easy to do nowadays. Apparently halal meat forms a large proportion of the total meat sold in
 Australia, but most of it is not labelled as such. Therefore without in-depth research, we do not know whether
 the meat we buy in the supermarket has been sacrificed to an idol or not.

For this reason, we believe that halal slaughtered meat, if not banned completely, should at least be required to
 be clearly labelled. We therefore ask the committee to recommend that clear ‘halal’ labelling of all meat
 products is made mandatory in Australia, whether the meat is sold raw or as part of the ingredients in prepared
 dishes.

Yours sincerely,

Michael and Jillian Irwin

mailto:mjirwin@bigpond.com
mailto:Economics.Sen@aph.gov.au
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Economics, Committee (SEN)
Our submission to the enquiry on the third party labelling of food 
Monday, 27 July 2015 5:49:55 PM

Please find below our submission to the committee.

As a predominantly Christian country, where Muslims make up only a tiny percentage of the population, it
 strikes us as odd why over 95% of chicken and large proportions of other meats are sacrificed to the Islamic
 idol, Allah.

It also strikes us as odd that discriminatory employment practices required for halal slaughter dominate much of
 the meat processing industry in a country that supposedly prides itself on the principle of giving everyone a
 ‘fair go’ and backs this up with some of the strongest ‘anti-discrimination’ laws in the world.

We are not fans of ‘anti-discrimination’ laws in general, but if these laws are powerless against overt religious
 and sex discrimination against non-Muslims and women, then we wonder why we have them at all.

For example, current requirements for slaughtermen according to the Islamic Co-Ordinating Council of Victoria
 include: Must be practicing male Muslims of good character known by at least two prominent Australian
 Muslims who are prepared to write a reference; must obtain a reference letter from the Imam of the Mosque
 where the slaughter man is well known; and must be members of an Islamic Society. Furthermore, during halal
 slaughter, Allah’s name be praised in a reverential tone by saying "Bismillah" (In the name of God) and then
 "Allahu akbar" (Allah is the greatest) before each individual slaughter.

There seems to be a large discrepancy between theory and practice in Australian anti-discrimination laws when
 it comes to halal slaughter. We therefore urge the committee, under its first term of reference, the extent of
 food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia, to investigate these discriminatory practices in the meat
 processing industry and recommend that they be outlawed as offensive in a predominantly Christian country
 and completely incompatible with our anti-discrimination principles.

Yours faithfully,

Dr Thomas and Susanne Kalotas

mailto:tkalotas@bigpond.net.au
mailto:Economics.Sen@aph.gov.au


ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 999

Submission Details: Mrs Eirene Bennett





From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Economics, Committee (SEN)
Food certification schemes submission 
Monday, 27 July 2015 6:48:05 PM

Dear food certification schemes inquiry,

I wish to address point (g) of the committee’s terms of reference, and particularly ask the committee to consider
 the importance of investigating whether some Australian halal certification organisations could be using funds
 raised from Australian businesses to fund, directly or indirectly, Islamic terrorism.

Firstly, all practising Muslims and Islamic organisations, including halal certifiers, are obliged to give Zakat to
 Islamic causes which amounts to 2.5% their wealth per year to be distributed among 8 categories. Some of
 these categories are laudable, such as helping the poor, but one is to support those fighting for Allah. Some
 Muslims claim to interpret this in an innocuous way, but a more widespread understanding is that this money is
 to go to those engaged in Islamic military operations for whom no salary is allotted i.e. volunteers for jihad.
 And Halal certifiers have been caught funding terrorism in this way before. In 2007 and 2008 the Islamic
 Society of North America was named by the Justice Department as involved with funding the terrorist group
 Hamas.

Secondly, I ask the committee to take into account that there is no religious requirement in Islam for Halal
 certification. A Muslim is obliged to eat foods only halal foods, but the vast majority of foods are halal by their
 very nature. Certification is at best a convenience for Muslims, and certifying bodies are only recent business
 constructs which began in the 1980s. It was soon discovered, however, that these organisations were very good
 at raising large amounts of money from gullible Westerners and now senior Muslim leaders are stating publicly
 that ‘halal can enable Muslims to dominate global economy and conquer the world.’

I put it to the committee that in-light of the above points and the common theme of Islam running through the
 halal certifying industry and world terrorism, that it is very much in the public interest to require a much higher
 standard of financial oversight and regulation of these bodies to ensure that money raised from Australian
 businesses is not being used against Australian interests.

Yours sincerely,

Mrs. Eirene Angi Bennett

mailto:eirene1@live.com.au
mailto:Economics.Sen@aph.gov.au
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Economics, Committee (SEN)
The Halal certification industry needs greater scrutiny 
Monday, 27 July 2015 7:35:24 PM

Dear Senate Standing Committee on Economics,

With reference to the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about halal certifiers, the
 possibility that Australian businesses are unwittingly funding Islamic terrorism through this means concerns me
 greatly. I therefore ask the committee to ensure that our national security is not being compromised by
 permitting these schemes to operate in Australia.

Terrorist groups have been funded by the proceeds of Halal certification before. For example, in 2007 and 2008
 the Islamic Society of North America, an organisation involved in halal certification, was named by the Justice
 Department as a co-conspirator in two federal trials dealing with the financing of the terrorist group Hamas.
 Whilst no Australian groups have yet been implicated, many of the certifying bodies operating here are
 subsidiaries of overseas Islamic organisations making it very difficult to determine where some of the money
 ultimately ends up.

And the money Australian companies pay to Islamic certifying bodies is considerable. It is reported that fees
 range from as much as $300,000 a year for an abattoir, $40,000 for a chicken processor to $5000 for a suburban
 take-away. Even if only a small fraction of these sums are used for nefarious purposes, it would still amount to
 a significant funding source for terrorist groups and would materially increase the risk to Australian civilians
 and soldiers.

I therefore ask that the committee recommend that the Federal Government put in place mechanisms for more
 closely regulating and monitoring Australian Halal certification bodies, as well as their overseas parent bodies,
 to ensure that no portion of the considerable money paid to them by Australian businesses funds Islamic
 terrorism.

Yours faithfully,

Mr David Forster

mailto:dforster75@yahoo.com.au
mailto:Economics.Sen@aph.gov.au
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Economics, Committee (SEN)
submission to the enquiry on the third party labelling of food 
Monday, 27 July 2015 7:45:12 PM

Please find below my submission to the committee.

 As a predominantly Christian country, where Muslims make up only a tiny percentage of the population, it
 strikes me as odd why over 95% of chicken and large proportions of other meats are sacrificed to the Islamic
 idol, Allah.

 It also strikes me as odd that discriminatory employment practices required for halal slaughter dominate much
 of the meat processing industry in a country that supposedly prides itself on the principle of giving everyone a
 ‘fair go’ and backs this up with some of the strongest ‘anti-discrimination’ laws in the world.

I am not a fan of ‘anti-discrimination’ laws in general, but if these laws are powerless against overt religious
 and sex discrimination against non-Muslims and women, then I wonder why we have them at all.

For example, current requirements for slaughtermen according to the Islamic Co-Ordinating Council of Victoria
 include: Must be practicing male Muslims of good character known by at least two prominent Australian
 Muslims who are prepared to write a reference; must obtain a reference letter from the Imam of the Mosque
 where the slaughter man is well known; and must be members of an Islamic Society. Furthermore, during halal
 slaughter, Allah’s name be praised in a reverential tone by saying "Bismillah" (In the name of God) and then
 "Allahu akbar" (Allah is the greatest) before each individual slaughter.

There seems to be a large discrepancy between theory and practice in Australian anti-discrimination laws when
 it comes to halal slaughter. I therefore urge the committee, under its first term of reference, the extent of food
 certification schemes and certifiers in Australia, to investigate these discriminatory practices in the meat
 processing industry and recommend that they be outlawed as offensive in a predominantly Christian country
 and completely incompatible with our anti-discrimination principles.

Yours faithfully,

Mr Bruce Burger

mailto:brburger@bigpond.com
mailto:Economics.Sen@aph.gov.au
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Economics, Committee (SEN)
The Halal certification industry needs greater scrutiny 
Monday, 27 July 2015 8:11:13 PM

Dear Senate Standing Committee on Economics,

With reference to the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about halal certifiers, the
 possibility that Australian businesses are unwittingly funding Islamic terrorism through this means concerns me
 greatly. I therefore ask the committee to ensure that our national security is not being compromised by
 permitting these schemes to operate in Australia.

Terrorist groups have been funded by the proceeds of Halal certification before. For example, in 2007 and 2008
 the Islamic Society of North America, an organisation involved in halal certification, was named by the Justice
 Department as a co-conspirator in two federal trials dealing with the financing of the terrorist group Hamas.
 Whilst no Australian groups have yet been implicated, many of the certifying bodies operating here are
 subsidiaries of overseas Islamic organisations making it very difficult to determine where some of the money
 ultimately ends up.

And the money Australian companies pay to Islamic certifying bodies is considerable. It is reported that fees
 range from as much as $300,000 a year for an abattoir, $40,000 for a chicken processor to $5000 for a suburban
 take-away. Even if only a small fraction of these sums are used for nefarious purposes, it would still amount to
 a significant funding source for terrorist groups and would materially increase the risk to Australian civilians
 and soldiers.

I therefore ask that the committee recommend that the Federal Government put in place mechanisms for more
 closely regulating and monitoring Australian Halal certification bodies, as well as their overseas parent bodies,
 to ensure that no portion of the considerable money paid to them by Australian businesses funds Islamic
 terrorism.

Yours faithfully,

Mr John Reiffel

mailto:qzxwv@outlook.com
mailto:Economics.Sen@aph.gov.au
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26 July 2015 
 
 
 
To the senate inquiry into the Third Party certification of Food 
 
 
Please accept my submission for Third Party certification of food. 
 
I strongly oppose the Halal certification industry. The extent of halal certification is so widespread it is becoming 
difficult to find many staple foods that are not halal certified. 
Australia’s best known household brands are amongst hundreds of food items now funding halal certification 
schemes to the benefit of only the Islamic community in Australia. Why is it that 2.2% of the Australian 
population requires this certification, yet all Australian shoppers are subjected to it? It is not up to the entire 
Australian community to pay for a system that caters expressly for the beliefs of Islam and its followers.  
 
Halal Certification is supposed to mean that the food is acceptable for followers of the Islamic faith, 
Muslims, to consume the food without concern for the contents being against their religious laws, 
sharia law. For mainstream Australian food supply, accepting halal certification means that we are effectively 
living under sharia law which is the legal system of Islam. Why is a foreign legal system allowed to control the 
Australian food supply? 
 
Companies are not labelling products as halal certified, so consumers are unaware. 
Certifying bodies do not disclose any of their information, regarding fees paid by companies. 
Companies are signing non-disclosure forms when they take out certification. 
Most people are unaware that almost all animals are now barbarically slaughtered with a non reversible stun or 
no stun at all. 
Most people are unaware of what halal certification is about or what it means for them. 
The most perplexing issue of them all is Muslims do not need halal certification. 
 
How can consumers have an informed decision on supermarket purchases when so much is hidden? 
Companies taking out halal certification should be required to put that information on their product label. 
Companies should be open & up front when consumer asks if they are certified and not try to hide the fact. 
This doesn’t give consumers confidence in the company doing the best for them. 
Consumers are getting rather agitated, to say the least, when they know their shopping dollars are contributing 
to the muslim community. 
 
This inquiry needs to take notice of Australians concern and act on it. 
How did it get to a point where just about all our commodities are halal certified? 
Why did our animal welfare laws take a backward step to accommodate a minority religion? 
Many consumers are becoming very passionate on the subject of halal certification and on the way the 
Australian people are being deceived. 
Our choices have gone. 
Soon it will be buy halal or starve. 
 
This inquiry should put a stop to this complete scam that is halal certification. 
We do not want it in Australia. 
It is not a requirement for muslim people. 
Many Muslims themselves say it is not a requirement for them to know what is halal 
 
We the Australian people want our freedom of choice back. 
We do not want to fund another’s religion with our grocery shop.  
We want full non reversible stunning back in our abattoirs. 
We want products to have a FULL list of ingredients on the labels. 
It’s imperative that the Australian government protects the rights of its mainstream people. 
 
Halal certification is more that fulfilling a religious requirement, it’s a money making venture that globally has 
made a Trillion Dollars for the Islamic community. 
 



I strongly suggest that the government, the food authorities and the corporations make it a matter of urgency to 
do some thorough research into the issue. 
 
 
Its time to put a stop to halal certification immediately 
 
Thank you 
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RE; Third party Certifications 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Senate Standing Committees on Economics  
 PO Box 6100 Parliament House    
 Canberra ACT 2600  
 Phone: +61 2 6277 3540 
 Fax: +61 2 6277 5719 
 Email: economics.sen@aph.gov.au  
 
 
 
Submission to Part (A) in terms of reference for Third Party certification of foods 
 
I have no problem with food safety certification schemes such as HACCP or 
organically certified foods. I do however have deep concerns about religiously 
certified foods Such as Halal Certification and Kosher Certification. Article 9 of the 
human rights act states freedom of and freedom from religion and religious 
interference. If halal produce are sold without our consent and knowledge and funds a 
religion we do not want to be part of that is a violation of our human rights.I 
particularly am concerned of the abundance of Halal Certified food and other goods. I 
am not a religious person and find it difficult to purchase products that are not Halal 
Certified there also seems to be a very large number of Halal Certifiers for a small 
population of Isalamists in this country.  Through my own investigations I have found 
that the money from Halal Certification goes toward furthering the Islamic cause this 
is something I do not want to be a part of.  If we cant ban this religious Certification it 
needs to be on a user pays system where the Islamic community pay the producers to 
produce a Halal certified product. From my investigations it seem that all Sugar, Baby 
food and Gelatine just to name a few are Halal Certified 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Submission to Part (B) in terms of reference for Third Party certification of foods 



 
Current labelling requirements for food Certification schemes seem to be non existent 
but if there are any they need to be more stringent as many products that are Halal 
Certified do not carry any labelling at all. 
Most of the meat in supermarkets and butchers has been slaughtered in a Halal 
Certified Abattoir but you rarely see the Halal Certified symbol on the packaging 
 
 
 
 
 
Submission to Part (C) in terms of reference for Third Party certification of foods 
 
 
There should be a legal obligation for labelling of foods that have been Halal 
Certified. Though better still would be a complete ban on Halal Certification as it is 
not needed what did the Islamic people eat before Halal Certification they merely 
need to pray over their food before consumption.  
As I stated earlier I am not a religious person and do not wish to purchase products 
that have been religiously blessed how am I to know which foods have been Halal 
Certified if there is no label stating that it has been. 
 
 
 
Submission to Part (D and E) in terms of reference for Third Party certification of 
foods 
 
There are many large companies that are paying for Halal Certification but do not 
have any labelling stating they are. Some of theses companies are Kellogg’s, 
Sanitarium and Nestles. There are also Dairy products and bread products that do not 
have any labelling also. Some have web sites but it is very difficult to find all the 
information. Why are some companies paying for Halal Certification when clearly 
their products are naturally Halal so obviously these schemes do not provide the 
consumer with any information. I am also aware of the Halal Slaughter method of 
using only Muslim men to do the slaughter and the no stun or reversible stun is used 
causing the animal to suffer more than if the full stun method is used. As well as the 
animal suffering more there is an issue with discrimination where only Muslim males 
are allowed to be slaughtermen I can imagine the outrage if there where only 
Christian males allowed to be slaughtermen. We can have a look at cost of 
certification   Firstly we have the Ritual Halal slaughter method, which is performed 
by a Muslim male the slaughter house pay a fee to be Halal Certified then a transport 
company needs to pay a fee to be Halal Certified then the Wholesaler pays a fee to be 
Halal Certified all theses fees get passed on to the consumer making the end product 
more expensive for no real benefit. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Submission to Part (F) in terms of reference for Third Party certification of foods 
 
 
 
We are told that we need to have Halal Certification for Export markets this would 
suggest that most of our exported meat goes to Islamic countries. The USA is our 
largest importer followed by Japan then Korea with China showing big interest none 
of these countries are Islamic and would not need Halal Certification. If there is a 
need for some places for Halal Certification then have specific slaughterhouses for 
them and let the majority have their meat free from religious sanctions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Submission to Part (G) in terms of reference for Third Party certification of foods 
 
 
 
It is very difficult to obtain any information of how much certification costs are, what 
are the processes involved and whom are the fees paid to. When you look at the 
Certifiers they are mostly Islamic organizations that are registered non-for profit hard 
to believe when we are told Halal Certification is worth billions of dollars   
 
Yours sincerely 
Bruce Peart 
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To:
Subject:
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Economics, Committee (SEN)
My submission to the enquiry on the third party labelling of food 
Monday, 27 July 2015 9:02:51 PM

Please find below my submission to the committee.

As a predominantly Christian country, where Muslims make up only a tiny percentage of the population, it
 strikes me as odd why over 95% of chicken and large proportions of other meats are sacrificed to the Islamic
 idol, Allah.

It also strikes me as odd that discriminatory employment practices required for halal slaughter dominate much
 of the meat processing industry in a country that supposedly prides itself on the principle of giving everyone a
 ‘fair go’ and backs this up with some of the strongest ‘anti-discrimination’ laws in the world.

I am not a fan of ‘anti-discrimination’ laws in general, but if these laws are powerless against overt religious
 and sex discrimination against non-Muslims and women, then I wonder why we have them at all.

For example, current requirements for slaughtermen according to the Islamic Co-Ordinating Council of Victoria
 include: Must be practicing male Muslims of good character known by at least two prominent Australian
 Muslims who are prepared to write a reference; must obtain a reference letter from the Imam of the Mosque
 where the slaughter man is well known; and must be members of an Islamic Society. Furthermore, during halal
 slaughter, Allah’s name be praised in a reverential tone by saying "Bismillah" (In the name of God) and then
 "Allahu akbar" (Allah is the greatest) before each individual slaughter.

There seems to be a large discrepancy between theory and practice in Australian anti-discrimination laws when
 it comes to halal slaughter. I therefore urge the committee, under its first term of reference, the extent of food
 certification schemes and certifiers in Australia, to investigate these discriminatory practices in the meat
 processing industry and recommend that they be outlawed as offensive in a predominantly Christian country
 and completely incompatible with our anti-discrimination principles.

Yours faithfully,

Mr Fred Bramich

mailto:fbramich@bigpond.com
mailto:Economics.Sen@aph.gov.au
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25 July 2015 

 

Dear Sir/Madam 

RE THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATE FOOD INQUIRY 

 

 My main concern is with HALAL Certification and would like to address the points below. 

 

The extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not limited 
to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and general 
food safety certification schemes; 

A significant proportion of products seem to be halal certified now, from bread, flour, milk, sugar, 
tea, coffee, honey, yogurts etc. An accurate list can be obtained from www.halalchoices.com.au. 
Almost all cattle, sheep, chicken, goat and camel slaughtered in Australia are now halal certified. 
This is not limited to only foods, but we are seeing medications, cleaning products, plastics, 
transport and a myriad of other products being certified. The extent of Halal certification has 
become so widespread it is becoming difficult and somewhat exhausting to find many staple foods 
that are not halal certified. I am puzzled as to why we even need Halal certification as before 1986 
Muslim were content to purchase commodities without it, if there were concern at all about halal, 
they could guarantee it by praying “bismullah” over the product. 

 

2. Current labelling requirements of food certification schemes;  

Current labeling requirements are non existent in Australia. As far as I can tell there are no 
obligations on companies to inform their customers if they are halal certified, which seems quite 
peculiar considering it’s for Muslims to know if the product is suitable for them. Less the 3% of the 
Australian population requires this certification, yet all Australian shoppers are subjected to it. This 
is taking away my freedom of choice as our constitution states “no religion is to be forced onto the 
Australian people” therefore making it illegal to have halal certification in Australia, yet this is 
exactly what is happening, we are being forced to pay for halal certification against our will, and 
also our belief system.  

 

3. The need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees;  

When a company signs on for the Halal certification scheme and pays the fees, those fees ARE 
passed onto the consumer just like all costs are. As a customer, when I purchase that product I am 
inadvertently financially supporting a religion that I have no wish to support. Because Halal 
certification has been very QUIETLY implemented into our society I feel this has effectively been 
theft by stealth. I understand these certification companies are registered as tax free religious 
charities and therefore profits are been used to advance Islam in Australia benefitting only the 
Islamic community but fees are paid by all Australians regardless of faith. I am disgusted with our 
Government for allowing it to happen and with those companies who in the majority of cases have 
been duped into certifying a product that doesn’t need it. 

 

 

 



4. Whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make 
informed purchasing decisions.  

The current scheme does not have anywhere near enough information available for the consumer 
to make an informed decision at the checkout. There are Companies hiding the fact that they have 
taken out certification or there are no symbols on products for consumers to have an informed 
choice. The average consumer has no idea that their purchases of essential food items are 
supporting a religious ideal that very few Australians follow. 
Meat & packaged meat products are not marked to let consumers know if a ritual religious 
slaughter was used in the slaughter process. Many consumers object to the cruel ritual slaughter 
of animals & would not purchase these products if this was known. This information is being kept 
from consumers.  
13x Abattoirs in Australia now have exceptions for ritual religious slaughter. How is it possible that 
the government has allowed such cruelty to animals? Animals have reversible stun where they 
may wake up during the butchering process or have no stun at all. 
This should be banned in Australia with regards to the inhumane treatment of animals.  No 
exceptions. And definitely no exceptions for religious reasons.  
 

5- Details regarding certification fees by food producers and/or manufacturers, and the 
potential for these to impact on prices for consumers; 

With each expense imposed on a supplier the price of the goods rise. In fact we all know Australia 
is one of the most expensive places to live. Even surpassing Switzerland now. Does halal-
certification impact on product price, of course it does. It must, as business needs to recover costs 
to keep their margins. From records available to the public there is little or no transparency in the 
financial dealings of halal certification, and information on this subject is almost impossible for the 
average person to obtain. 

 

6. The importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and 
returns to producers; 

Whilst I accept there is a growing market for our beef, sheep, goat and camel overseas. I believe 
most abattoirs are now halal-certified and employing only Muslim slaughter men. I wonder how the 
rest of the world would feel knowing they are importing halal-certified slaughtered meats. There is 
growing concern around the world as people become more and more aware of what is happening 
regarding halal-Certification. It’s quite possible that having halal-certified meats would be 
detrimental to a lot of our current export markets. It’s already impacting local markets as more and 
more people are turning away from supermarkets and local butchers and going to local markets to 
source halal free foods.  

 
Conclusion 
 
I would like to know why Australians have to consume halal at all. It is not up to the entire 
Australian community to pay for a system that caters expressly for the beliefs of Islam and its 
followers. It is not required in any Islamic teaching, nor is it in sharia law, that a fee be paid to 
ensure food is halal.  
Halal certification is no longer what is permissible for Muslims, but is about branding and stamping 
by Islamic certifiers for the benefit on the certifiers. 
 
Australia welcomes and accepts those from other countries; however we expect the Australian 
Government to protect the rights of the mainstream people. This is not evident or in practice with 
halal certification. It is imperative that this senate inquiry realises that halal certification is 
fraudulent in every aspect. 



 
It is unconstitutional and immoral to force me to unwillingly fund religion that opposes the 
Australian way of life and the Australian Constitution. 
 
I trust the inquiry will take a hard look at the halal industry and decide that Australians do 
NOT live under sharia law and halal certification has no place in Australia. 

Its time to put a stop to halal certification immediately. 

 

Thank you for your time in considering my submission to this inquiry. 
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Senate Standing Committee on Economics
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600

Thank you for the opportunity to provide a submission to the Senate Economics
 References Committee
inquiry into third party certification of food

Access to nourishing food is something all Australians have a right to, regardless of race,
 religion, or political beliefs. They also have a right to know where food comes from, what
 ingredients it contains, as well as any particular preparation methods have been used.
 Such rights cannot exist without honesty in food labelling.

Honesty also involves knowing where funds are going when goods are purchased. If
 funding goes towards supporting an organisation, particularly a religious one, then it
 needs to be declared, lest the seller be guilty of religious coercion and thereby breaching
 the Australian Constitution. Aside from being illegal, it is immoral to force one's beliefs
 upon others, particularly surreptitiously and any ritual, blessing or religious process
 conducted in the production of food must be accurately represented as such and that
 there must be severe penalties for concealing or failing to correctly label products. 

Honesty also requires that labelling on food is large enough to be read by those who are
 purchasing it. To this end, all certification labels and logos should be a minimum of 20mm
 in diameter, be clearly distinguishable from other aspects of the product advertising and
 should appear on the FRONT of labels, in a prominent position. There should be only one
 logo for each particular religious certification.

These issues are these faced by all Australians and for raising them members of the
 community should not be labelled as bigots, which is invariably the case whenever Islamic
 practices (in particular) are challenged.

I trust you will accept this submission and take these views into account when developing
 future law and policy in relation to food labelling.

Graeme Steer 

mailto:gesteer@hotmail.com
mailto:Economics.Sen@aph.gov.au
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Dear Sir/Madam 

RE: THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATION FOOD INQUIRY 

I would like to add my submission to the inquiry regarding third party certification of foods. 
My concern is with HALAL Third Party Food and other products certification. 

TERMS OF REFERENCE OF INQUIRY 

1. The extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not
limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and 
general food safety certification schemes; 

 So many foods are currently CERTIFIED halal it’s almost impossible to go shopping and 
avoid buying any Halal – C products.   Most products do not carry any Halal mark so its 
almost impossible to know for sure.  

2. Current labelling requirements of food certification schemes;

 There doesn't seem to be any labelling guidelines whatsoever.  As you can see from the 
above list the majority of those foods need no certification to make them permissible for a 
Muslim to be able to enjoy them.  It seems to me like everything is being CERTIFIED and 
the fees collected from gullible companies are being passed on to us, the consumer.   I can 
guarentee you the majority of Australians especially older Australians have no idea what the 
word HALAL means let alone what HALAL -C means to their hip pocket! 



Most companies are not labelling their products halal despite having paid for the 
CERTIFICATION so how this is a marketing campaign or beneficial in any way in regards to 
sales is baffling. 

I am truly astounded that we have this sort of cunning, deceitful rort in Australia.    I cannot 
begin to tell you how absolutely disgusted and ashamed of our government I am for allowing 
this sort of blatant thievery to continue and not just this government but the governments 
before as well who have remained gutless and clueless to what is going on around them. 

3. The need for labeling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees;

I believe we have absolutely NO NEED to have halal-c foods in Australia.  I don't believe we 
should lower our animal welfare standards to meet a market like the Middle East where 
animal welfare is almost non-existent.    We should concentrate on producing the best product 
we can.  I understand when cattle and other animals are slaughtered using any of the current 
two "halal" methods the animals stress hormones impact on the quality of the meat.  

4. Whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to
make informed purchasing decisions; 

Current schemes do not provide enough information for me to make an informed choice.  I 
wish to avoid all halal certified products totally.  I do not wish to financially support Islam for 
not even 1 cent.  It is not my religion and its not a religion I support. 

5. Details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers,
and the potential for these to impact on prices for consumers; 

Anyone in business always recoups the costs of the goods and business through product 
pricing.  Anyone who says the prices are not passed onto the consumer is lying.  A rule of 
thumb for business is 30% expenses, 30% taxes, 30% business expansion and 10% for the 
owner.  Once you understand this basic rule of thumb its impossible to see how certification 
does NOT impact prices. 

All certification impacts the pricing, we see the heart tick (amongst the dearest certificates I 
hear) which benefits ALL consumers, we know how that is suppose to help our health but 
there are NO health benefits with HALAL.  In fact I suspect quite the opposite, I would love 
to see studies on the impact of high levels of stress hormones in meat and the effect on the 
human glandular system.   



6. The importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and
returns to producers; 

I understand the halal certificate helps export markets but if its at a cost to the domestic 
market I would say concentrate on markets that don't put that impost onto our country, our 
producers and our people.   We produce good quality, clean and healthy products if we have 
to lower our standards to meet a market I say we should be asking that market to up their 
standards or concentrate on emerging markets who want our excellent product. 

7. The extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers
including, but not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any 
related matters. 

 As we can see from submission number 205 from Abdul Ayan where he states " 

It is fair to say that halal certification, and particularly how certifiers practice it, has 
many deep seated problems. Their audit and supervision as well as their service 
provision are poor. There are also credible reports that some engage in corrupt, 
unethical and improper practices. The system allows them to do so and some therefore 
take full advantage of it. Halal certification has been widely described by leading 
members of the Muslim community, aptly in view, as a cash cow whose function is to 
collect as much money as possible in exchange for little or no provision of services 
beyond signing and issuing certificates." 

As we can see from that above statement HALAL-C is a cash cow and what more proof does 
this inquiry need to see that as consumers are getting hit they are recoiling and spending less.  
We refuse to be a cash cow for a religion we do not support nor trust.   

In conclusion, I would like to state, it seems HALAL-C is not content with fleecing us 
through our foods, but also through transport, medicines, plastics etc etc in fact anything they 
can possible encourage people to certify they will. 

It is time for the government to reflect the thinking people of this country and go into bat for 
what is right and what is just.  We can see from the UK and their halal situation the push is on 
for no stunning in any abattoirs, here in Australia we have the WA Islamic society stating 
they oppose stunning. 

I oppose all of it.  Along with 80,000 other people on the facebook page "boycott Halal".  Not 
only that but every other Australian that I spoke to have never heard of HALAL.  When I 
explain what it is, they are absolutely gobsmacked our government would allow such a thing. 



I am also disgusted our government would allow only MALE MUSLIM SLAUGHTER-
MEN to be hired in the majority of abattoirs.  Does this mean we now allow discrimination in 
the workplace? 

I would hope the Inquiry will address all the matters in way that is the best outcome for all 
Australians, I hope they take into account Australia's multi-faith, multi-race and multi-culture 
populace and realize that no group should be forcing their ideas, beliefs, ideologies and 
thoughts onto others.   

Thank you 

Jenny Campbell 
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Dear food certification schemes inquiry,

I wish to address point (g) of the committee’s terms of reference, and particularly ask the committee to consider
 the importance of investigating whether some Australian halal certification organisations could be using funds
 raised from Australian businesses to fund, directly or indirectly, Islamic terrorism.

Firstly, all practising Muslims and Islamic organisations, including halal certifiers, are obliged to give Zakat to
 Islamic causes which amounts to 2.5% their wealth per year to be distributed among 8 categories. Some of
 these categories are laudable, such as helping the poor, but one is to support those fighting for Allah. Some
 Muslims claim to interpret this in an innocuous way, but a more widespread understanding is that this money is
 to go to those engaged in Islamic military operations for whom no salary is allotted i.e. volunteers for jihad.
 And Halal certifiers have been caught funding terrorism in this way before. In 2007 and 2008 the Islamic
 Society of North America was named by the Justice Department as involved with funding the terrorist group
 Hamas.

Secondly, I ask the committee to take into account that there is no religious requirement in Islam for Halal
 certification. A Muslim is obliged to eat foods only halal foods, but the vast majority of foods are halal by their
 very nature. Certification is at best a convenience for Muslims, and certifying bodies are only recent business
 constructs which began in the 1980s. It was soon discovered, however, that these organisations were very good
 at raising large amounts of money from gullible Westerners and now senior Muslim leaders are stating publicly
 that ‘halal can enable Muslims to dominate global economy and conquer the world.’

I put it to the committee that in-light of the above points and the common theme of Islam running through the
 halal certifying industry and world terrorism, that it is very much in the public interest to require a much higher
 standard of financial oversight and regulation of these bodies to ensure that money raised from Australian
 businesses is not being used against Australian interests.

Yours sincerely,

Mrs Renai Ahlatis

mailto:renai@2plik8.com.au
mailto:Economics.Sen@aph.gov.au
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26th July 2015 

  

Dear Sir/Madam 

  

RE: THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATION FOOD INQUIRY 

  

I would like to add my submission to the inquiry regarding third party certification of foods. 
My concern is with HALAL Third Party Food and other products certification. 

  

TERMS OF REFERENCE OF INQUIRY 

  

1. The extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not 
limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and 
general food safety certification schemes; 

It seems like all foods now are halal certified, milk, butter, cheese, salt, sugar, flour and the 
list goes on and on.   To avoid Halal-Certification is almost impossible as most products 
don’t have a halal-cert label.  I shouldn’t have to look for religious free foods when I am 
shopping.   These items are a minority item and should be in speciality shops.  

   

2. Current labelling requirements of food certification schemes; 

The current labelling laws are useless and most labels are non-existent.  I have never seen 
meat or chicken with a halal sticker but I know almost all chicken is halal-c and almost all 
beef is Halal slaughtered and certified.   I’ve also read the study the MLA did on stress 
hormones in the meat and am horrified.  When did all this happen???  I thought we non 
reversible stunned all our cattle to the highest humane treatment we possibly could.   I’m 
absolutely horrified to think we are killing over 9 million cattle each year in such a way that 
is heartbreaking.  

 Not only that almost everyone I have spoken with have no idea what HALAL means let 
alone HALAL-Certification.  When I explain to them what it’s all about they are generally 
stunned.  Stunned that something like this has been operating here in Australia all this time 
and we haven’t known about it.  



First you hear HALAL – certification is a religious requirement and then you hear it’s a 
marketing strategy, from my point of view neither is correct.  No Muslim needs their food 
HALAL- CERTIFIED and clearly its not a marketing strategy as nothing is labelled so that 
leaves me with the impression there’s a bit of arm twisting going on for prophet, oops sorry 
profit.  

If we take a look at the chicken industry the rort is truly apparent. It is my understanding that 
almost all chickens slaughtered in Australia are slaughtered by mechanical slaughter and are 
still certified Halal. 

 The Halal Chicken Market in Australia 

Currently there are somewhere between 7million to 8million Halal certified chickens 
slaughtered in Australia every week. Out of this total, about 35,000 chickens a week are hand 
slaughtered – about half a percent – with the balance being all Halal certified machine 
slaughtered chickens. That equates to 1 Halal hand slaughtered chicken for every 200 Halal 
certified machine slaughtered chickens that are hitting the marketplace every week. 

To the average Muslim consumer desiring to do the right thing, it can get very confusing 
trying to work out what is Halal when it comes to chicken. The aim of this article is to 
provide some clarity by informing you of what the issues are to allow you to make an 
informed decision inshaAllah. 

What’s the Islamic difference between Halal hand Slaughtered Chicken and Halal 
machine slaughtered chicken? 

In Australia, as elsewhere in the world, there is a difference of opinion amongst some Muslim 
scholars and Halal certifiers as to what is “Halal”. Some advocate that all meat + chicken is 
Halal as long as you say “Bismillah” (In the name of Allah) before eating. Some consider 
machine slaughter Halal – under certain conditions and others will only accept hand slaughter 
as being genuinely Halal. 

There are strong viewpoints and detailed arguments presented on both sides of the machine 
and hand slaughter debate amongst Islamic scholars. Some argue that machine slaughter is 
completely lawful (Halal), whereas others argue that the process is completely unacceptable 
and the animal slaughtered in this process is unlawful (Haram). Amongst all the differing 
opinions, hand slaughter is the universal slaughter method accepted by all scholars, which 
leaves no doubt in the halal status of hand slaughtered chickens. 

Machine-slaughter is a relatively new phenomenon created by the rapid progress in modern 
technology and the need to feed ever-growing populations. Globally Halal machine 
slaughtered birds are accepted in many countries including Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Malaysia, 
Indonesia and Iran. 

Caution dictates that hand slaughter should be given preference over mechanical slaughter for 
Muslims. However, it is important to recognise that while a Muslim can observe personal 
preferences and choices for their own preferred methods of hand or machine slaughter, they 
cannot enforce their own preference upon other Muslims, nor should they denounce others.  

  



As you can see from above, even the muslims themselves admit that some Muslim Scholars 
agree all that needs to be said is "Bismillah" and that makes meat permissible for muslims. 

  

Iam not a scholar of Islam, and one shouldn't need to be a scholar to follow basic rules of a 
religion but suffice to say in the 1400 there were no certification schemes around at that time 
and any changes to the Islamic religion are not acceptable. 

  

But halal is good for exports I hear you say, well in the case of chicken, no its not.  We only 
export chicken offal and chicken feet to Singapore, Vietnam, Philippines and 
Hongkong.  None of those places are Islamic.  All of our chicken is used domestically. 

  

So here we have almost all chickens halal certified at a massive cost that is borne by the 
consumer, where the consumer who it was designed for doesn't even accepts its halal!!! Not 
only that but we are governed under Australian Law, HALAL laws are governed under 
Sharia.  Which law do we follow in Australia?  Which laws do Muslims in Australia 
follow?    I keep hearing Muslims say they follow Australian law but the evidence is quite the 
opposite.   I do not want Halal chicken, I do not want HALAL -C chicken and I consider it a 
massive affront to my constitutional rights to have this forced on me.   Not one chicken 
product Ive ever seen has actually had a Halal label on it so I have to really check with each 
company to find a non halal-c chicken.  In fact the only company I know of is Inglewood. 

 

 I am truly astounded that we have this sort of cunning, deceitful rort in Australia.    I cannot 
begin to tell you how absolutely disgusted and ashamed of our government I am for allowing 
this sort of blatant thievery to continue and not just this government but the governments 
before as well who have remained gutless and clueless to what is going on around them. 

  

3. The need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees; 

 I believe we have absolutely NO NEED to have halal-c foods in Australia.  I don't believe 
we should lower our animal welfare standards to meet a market like the Middle East where 
animal welfare is almost non-existent.    We should concentrate on producing the best product 
we can.  We should be doing the slaughter in the best possible way we can that gives the best 
outcomes.  Our product would be in demand for that reason alone.   Do we sink our standards 
or do we make other rise up to a better way? 

  

4. Whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to 
make informed purchasing decisions; 



 Current schemes do not provide enough information for me to make an informed choice.  I 
wish to avoid all halal certified products totally.  I do not wish to financially support Islam for 
not even 1 cent.  It is not my religion and it’s not a religion I support. 

  

5. Details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, 
and the potential for these to impact on prices for consumers; 

Anyone in business always recoups the costs of the goods and business through product 
pricing.  Anyone who says the prices are not passed onto the consumer is lying.  A rule of 
thumb for business is 30% expenses, 30% taxes, 30% business expansion and 10% for the 
owner.  Once you understand this basic rule of thumb it’s impossible to see how certification 
does NOT impact prices and or business.   

All certification impacts the pricing, we see the heart tick (amongst the dearest certificates I 
hear) which benefits ALL consumers, we know how that is supposed to help our health but 
there are NO health benefits with HALAL.  In fact I suspect quite the opposite, I would love 
to see studies on the impact of high levels of stress hormones in meat and the effect on the 
human body.  

  

 

6. The importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and 
returns to producers; 

I understand the halal certificate helps export markets but if its at a cost to the domestic 
market I would say concentrate on markets that don't put that impost onto our country, our 
producers and our people.   We produce good quality, clean and healthy products if we have 
to lower our standards to meet a market I say we should be asking that market to up their 
standards or concentrate on emerging markets who want our excellent product. 

  

7. The extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers 
including, but not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any 
related matters. 

 As we can see from submission number 205 from Abdul Ayan where he states " 

It is fair to say that halal certification, and particularly how certifiers practice it, has 
many deep seated problems. Their audit and supervision as well as their service 
provision are poor. There are also credible reports that some engage in corrupt, 
unethical and improper practices. The system allows them to do so and some therefore 
take full advantage of it. Halal certification has been widely described by leading 
members of the Muslim community, aptly in view, as a cash cow whose function is to 
collect as much money as possible in exchange for little or no provision of services 
beyond signing and issuing certificates." 



As we can see from that above statement HALAL-C is a cash cow and what more proof does 
this inquiry need to see that as consumers are getting hit they are recoiling and spending less.  
We refuse to be a cash cow for a religion we do not support nor trust.   

  

In conclusion, I would like to state, it seems HALAL-C is not content with fleecing us 
through our foods, but also through transport, medicines, plastics etc etc in fact anything they 
can possible encourage people to certify they will. 

It is time for the government to reflect the thinking people of this country and go into bat for 
what is right and what is just.  We can see from the UK and their halal situation the push is on 
for no stunning in any abattoirs, here in Australia we have the WA Islamic society stating 
they oppose stunning. 

  

I oppose all of it.  Along with 80,000 other people on the facebook page "boycott Halal".  Not 
only that but every other Australian that I spoke to have never heard of HALAL.  When I 
explain what it is, they are absolutely gobsmacked our government would allow such a thing. 

I am also disgusted our government would allow only MALE MUSLIM SLAUGHTER-
MEN to be hired in the majority of abattoirs.  Does this mean we now allow discrimination in 
the workplace? 

  

I would hope the Inquiry will address all the matters in way that is the best outcome for all 
Australians if ever there was need for a happiness check amongst the population this is the 
time.  

I hope you also take into account Australia's multi-faith, multi-race and multi-culture 
populace and realize that no group should be forcing their ideas, beliefs, ideologies and 
thoughts onto others and that all foods should be free of religious overtones in respect for 
others of different faiths whose sensibilities may be offended.  

  

Thank you 

26.7.15 
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Dear food certification schemes inquiry,

I wish to address point (g) of the committee’s terms of reference, and particularly ask the committee to consider
 the importance of investigating whether some Australian halal certification organisations could be using funds
 raised from Australian businesses to fund, directly or indirectly, Islamic terrorism.

Firstly, all practising Muslims and Islamic organisations, including halal certifiers, are obliged to give Zakat to
 Islamic causes which amounts to 2.5% their wealth per year to be distributed among 8 categories. Some of
 these categories are laudable, such as helping the poor, but one is to support those fighting for Allah. Some
 Muslims claim to interpret this in an innocuous way, but a more widespread understanding is that this money is
 to go to those engaged in Islamic military operations for whom no salary is allotted i.e. volunteers for jihad.
 And Halal certifiers have been caught funding terrorism in this way before. In 2007 and 2008 the Islamic
 Society of North America was named by the Justice Department as involved with funding the terrorist group
 Hamas.

Secondly, I ask the committee to take into account that there is no religious requirement in Islam for Halal
 certification. A Muslim is obliged to eat foods only halal foods, but the vast majority of foods are halal by their
 very nature. Certification is at best a convenience for Muslims, and certifying bodies are only recent business
 constructs which began in the 1980s. It was soon discovered, however, that these organisations were very good
 at raising large amounts of money from gullible Westerners and now senior Muslim leaders are stating publicly
 that ‘halal can enable Muslims to dominate global economy and conquer the world.’

I put it to the committee that in-light of the above points and the common theme of Islam running through the
 halal certifying industry and world terrorism, that it is very much in the public interest to require a much higher
 standard of financial oversight and regulation of these bodies to ensure that money raised from Australian
 businesses is not being used against Australian interests.

Yours sincerely,

Ms Lesley Parker

mailto:lesley@silvertimewellness.com.au
mailto:Economics.Sen@aph.gov.au
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Third party certification of food  
 
Senate Standing Committees on Economics  
PO Box 6100  
Parliament House  
Canberra ACT 2600  
 
 
To : Senate Economics References Committee  
 
 
Dear Committee Members, 
 
The only third-party food certification scheme that affects me is halal certification. 
 
I will not under any circumstances knowingly buy or use any food that is halal certified.  
 
My reasons are: 
 

1. Halal certification is a part of Islamic shariah law, which I believe is being 
introduced by stealth to further the spread of Islam.  By purchasing halal certified 
food I am acquiescing in the practice of shariah law, which is a system that I 
abhor; 

 
2. Food prepared in conformance to this scheme has been “prayed” over by 

practitioners – by buying such food I am tacitly supporting such superstitions; 
 

3. Animals killed pursuant to the halal scheme are subjected to a barbaric method 
which must be traumatic for them.  I do not wish to support this inhumane 
practice; 

 
4. The cost of halal certification to companies is undoubtedly passed on to 

consumers, and I object to paying a form of “tax” which ends up in the pockets of 
Islamic businessmen, or Islamic charities that seem to support only the 
furtherance of the Islamic religion; and 

 
5. It has been shown in Canada that some part of the halal certification fees support 

terrorist organizations in the Middle East, and there is no way I will contribute 
one cent to their cause. 

 
Further points are: 
 

1. It is claimed that halal certification is necessary for Australian companies to gain 
sales in Islamic countries – I note that much of the food so certified is not 
exported, and in any case, most of our food exports go to non-Islamic countries, 



except for the live animal trade.  However, if this certification is absolutely 
necessary, it would not be unreasonable for companies to have only their export 
foodstuffs to Islamic countries so certified; 

 
2. If Islamists in Australia wish to have halal certification then they are free to fund 

it themselves without expecting the general public to subsidise them.  In fact, 
there would appear, from my reading of the Koran, no religious justification for 
halal certification, and apparently some Islamists are against it; 

 
3. Many, if not most, halal certified food products are not marked as such, and the 

only way to discover which products are subject to this scheme is to consult 
Islamic web sites. 

 
Therefore, I ask: 
 

1.   That the government bans halal certification; or if this is not possible, then 
 

2.   a)    That the government carries out halal certification under one of its authorities, 
as is the case in Indonesia.  This would cut out the profiteering and the support 
of terrorists; and 

 
b)     That the government legislates to make it mandatory that all halal certified 

products are clearly marked as such, so consumers have a choice. 
 
 

I have stopped buying and enjoying products that I have patronized many years, some for 
fifty years or more – products like Cadbury’s, Vegemite, Bega cheese, Yoplait, Oetker’s. 
My choice of foodstuffs is now considerably restricted.  But I will not support the 
inhumane killing of animals; the profiteering which aids one religion or its adherents; and 
the diversion of funds to terrorists.  I object to the certification, which is effectively a tax 
– not even the GST taxes food.  I object to the imposition of religious practices into my 
life.  And I object to the absence of labeling which makes it difficult for me to avoid this 
scam.  All this because of the medieval religion of 2% of the population – can you stop 
this madness please? 
 
Thank you for reading this submission, 
 
 
Michael Ellis 

 
July 23, 2015 
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Dear halal food certification inquiry,

I would like to ask the committee to investigate if some Australian halal
 certification organisations are using money raised from Australian businesses to
 fund, directly or indirectly, Islamic terrorism in Australia and overseas. 

Robert Osmak

Phone 

mailto:osmak.r@gotalk.net.au
mailto:Economics.Sen@aph.gov.au
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Halal certification submission
There are several issues I have with halal certification, and they are as follows:- 

1. Firstly and foremost, any and all food regulations and overseeing should be
done by the government that is elected by Australia, which is elected to look
after the welfare and all things relating to it, including food and it's processing.

2. Any and all profits made from certification of any sort of food should be the
property of the government, and not those that lend their rules and regulations
to any sort of food regulations, otherwise, I Andrew Robertson hereby state
that sugar should be processed to my standards and that I should get a royalty
from yearly certification of sugar products.

3. Any sort of food that is certificated or handled under any religious manner is
thus an issue relating to peoples choice of food based on their religion, which,
the majority of Australians aren’t of one denomination, and thus are appalled at
the thought of being taxed to pay for certification of a religion they are either
not part of and/or do not support.

4. It is not know where the money from certification goes, and could easliy end
up in the hands of terrorists, this would not be the case if the government
oversaw the certification of halal and any money that was involved with the
halal certification.

5. Australia prides it's self on preventing cruelty to animals, and the way in which
animals are slaughtered for halal is offensive to anyone that believes in
kindness to animals!. There is no excuse for what is done in an acient 1600
year old tradition. Other countries have attempted to implement stunning, but
animals are still aware of what is happening and still suffer pain when
slaughtered. Furthermore, muslims generally push back when they think the
pressure is off and start asking/insisting for non-stunning slaughtering. The
best solution is to just ban halal altogether!.

6. A lot of the halal processes are derived from Jewish ism, or from a time when
modern appliances such as refrigerators existed, and halal for muslims came
from dry desert conditions, so meat would go bad quickly if not prepared and
eaten promptly. But in modern times there is standards for meat processing and
production, and refrigeration opportunities, thus Halal is a prehistoric influence
that exists today only to cause problems, Halal should be banished to the past
as is happening in other countries!.

Written this day 27th of July 2015 By Andrew Robertson, of 
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Dear Senate Standing Committee on Economics,

With reference to the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about halal certifiers, the
 possibility that Australian businesses are unwittingly funding Islamic terrorism through this means concerns us
 greatly. We therefore ask the committee to ensure that our national security is not being compromised by
 permitting these schemes to operate in Australia.

Terrorist groups have been funded by the proceeds of Halal certification before. For example, in 2007 and 2008
 the Islamic Society of North America, an organisation involved in halal certification, was named by the Justice
 Department as a co-conspirator in two federal trials dealing with the financing of the terrorist group Hamas.
 Whilst no Australian groups have yet been implicated, many of the certifying bodies operating here are
 subsidiaries of overseas Islamic organisations making it very difficult to determine where some of the money
 ultimately ends up.

And the money Australian companies pay to Islamic certifying bodies is considerable. It is reported that fees
 range from as much as $300,000 a year for an abattoir, $40,000 for a chicken processor to $5000 for a suburban
 take-away. Even if only a small fraction of these sums are used for nefarious purposes, it would still amount to
 a significant funding source for terrorist groups and would materially increase the risk to Australian civilians
 and soldiers.

We therefore ask that the committee recommend that the Federal Government put in place mechanisms for
 more closely regulating and monitoring Australian Halal certification bodies, as well as their overseas parent
 bodies, to ensure that no portion of the considerable money paid to them by Australian businesses funds
 Islamic terrorism.

Yours faithfully,

(Dr. & Mrs.) Michael and  Katrina Mathai.

mailto:kemathai@yahoo.com.au
mailto:Economics.Sen@aph.gov.au
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Dear Senators,

Thank you for conducting an inquiry into food certification schemes. We particularly wish to address halal
 certification of meat and its labelling in Australia.

According to Islam, meat can only be halal if the animal is sacrificed to Allah by praising Allah’s name in a
 reverential tone when slaughtering. This is done by saying "Bismillah" (In the name of God) and then "Allahu
 akbar" (Allah is the greatest) before each individual slaughter, with the animal’s head facing toward Mecca. It
 is clear, therefore, that halal slaughter requires the animal to be sacrificed to an idol (Allah).

But the apostle Paul warns Christians about eating meat sacrificed to idols. Even though there is nothing wrong
 with the meat itself, because the idol has no real existence, he warns us of compromising another person’s
 conscience by eating such meat in company. For example, we would not wish to inadvertently serve halal meat
 to another Christian from a Jewish background, or one who follows the old testament food laws. Our
 fellowship with that person and even his faith may be compromised by what he would interpret as our failure to
 adequately determine whether the meat is halal.

But this is not easy to do nowadays. Apparently halal meat forms a large proportion of the total meat sold in
 Australia, but most of it is not labelled as such. Therefore without in-depth research, we do not know whether
 the meat we buy in the supermarket has been sacrificed to an idol or not.

For this reason, we believe that halal slaughtered meat, if not banned completely, should at least be required to
 be clearly labelled. We therefore ask the committee to recommend that clear ‘halal’ labelling of all meat
 products is made mandatory in Australia, whether the meat is sold raw or as part of the ingredients in prepared
 dishes.

Yours sincerely,

Michael and Sheryl Brady

mailto:mike_brady@bigpond.com
mailto:Economics.Sen@aph.gov.au


ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 1017

Submission Details: Dr and Mrs Mark and Jenny Harwood





From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Economics, Committee (SEN)
Food certification schemes submission 
Tuesday, 28 July 2015 8:30:55 AM

Dear food certification schemes inquiry,

We wish to address point (g) of the committee’s terms of reference, and particularly ask the committee to
 consider the importance of investigating whether some Australian halal certification organisations could be
 using funds raised from Australian businesses to fund, directly or indirectly, Islamic terrorism.

Firstly, all practising Muslims and Islamic organisations, including halal certifiers, are obliged to give Zakat to
 Islamic causes which amounts to 2.5% of their wealth per year to be distributed among 8 categories. Some of
 these categories are laudable, such as helping the poor, but one is to support those fighting for Allah. Some
 Muslims claim to interpret this in an innocuous way, but a more widespread understanding is that this money is
 to go to those engaged in Islamic military operations for whom no salary is allotted i.e. volunteers for jihad.
 And Halal certifiers have been caught funding terrorism in this way before. In 2007 and 2008 the Islamic
 Society of North America was named by the Justice Department as involved with funding the terrorist group
 Hamas.

Secondly, we ask the committee to take into account that there is no religious requirement in Islam for Halal
 certification. A Muslim is obliged to eat only halal foods, but the vast majority of foods are halal by their very
 nature. Certification is at best a convenience for Muslims, and certifying bodies are only recent business
 constructs which began in the 1980s. It was soon discovered, however, that these organisations were very good
 at raising large amounts of money from gullible Westerners and now senior Muslim leaders are stating publicly
 that ‘halal can enable Muslims to dominate global economy and conquer the world.’

We put it to the committee that in-light of the above points and the common theme of Islam running through the
 halal certifying industry and world terrorism, that it is very much in the public interest to require a much higher
 standard of financial oversight and regulation of these bodies to ensure that money raised from Australian
 businesses is not being used against Australian interests.

Yours sincerely,

Dr Mark and Jenny Harwood

mailto:markharwood@optusnet.com.au
mailto:Economics.Sen@aph.gov.au
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Dear food certification schemes inquiry,

We wish to address point (g) of the committee’s terms of reference, and particularly ask the committee to
 consider the importance of investigating whether some Australian halal certification organisations could be
 using funds raised from Australian businesses to fund, directly or indirectly, Islamic terrorism.

Firstly, all practising Muslims and Islamic organisations, including halal certifiers, are obliged to give Zakat to
 Islamic causes which amounts to 2.5% their wealth per year to be distributed among 8 categories. Some of
 these categories are laudable, such as helping the poor, but one is to support those fighting for Allah. Some
 Muslims claim to interpret this in an innocuous way, but a more widespread understanding is that this money is
 to go to those engaged in Islamic military operations for whom no salary is allotted i.e. volunteers for jihad.
 And Halal certifiers have been caught funding terrorism in this way before. In 2007 and 2008 the Islamic
 Society of North America was named by the Justice Department as involved with funding the terrorist group
 Hamas.

Secondly, we ask the committee to take into account that there is no religious requirement in Islam for Halal
 certification. A Muslim is obliged to eat foods only halal foods, but the vast majority of foods are halal by their
 very nature. Certification is at best a convenience for Muslims, and certifying bodies are only recent business
 constructs which began in the 1980s. It was soon discovered, however, that these organisations were very good
 at raising large amounts of money from gullible Westerners and now senior Muslim leaders are stating publicly
 that ‘halal can enable Muslims to dominate global economy and conquer the world.’

We put it to the committee that in-light of the above points and the common theme of Islam running through the
 halal certifying industry and world terrorism, that it is very much in the public interest to require a much higher
 standard of financial oversight and regulation of these bodies to ensure that money raised from Australian
 businesses is not being used against Australian interests.

Yours sincerely,

Dr Christopher and Katharina Hopwood

mailto:katharinahopwood@yahoo.com.au
mailto:Economics.Sen@aph.gov.au
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Tuesday, 28 July 2015 11:54:48 AM

Dear Senators,

I wish to make a submission to the inquiry into third party certification of food by the 
Senate Economics References Committee, for report by 30 November 2015.

There are many problems with third party certification of food, which I am sure will be 
covered by other submissions. However, I will make one proposal. I understand that a food
 company which wishes to obtain certification for its products is charged a fee by the third 
party which operates the certification scheme. Inevitably, the cost of certification must 
either reduce the company’s income and/or be passed on to all the purchasers of the food 
products. Third party certification of food is performed by organisations which represent 
very small proportions of the Australian community. This situation is manifestly unfair, as 
the great majority of consumers have no interest in the criteria under which the food is 
certified. Therefore, the cost of the certification scheme should be borne by the third party 
certifier, not by the food company and all its customers.

I propose that your inquiry should recommend that legislation be enacted to-

forbid any third party to request any payment or other benefit from a food company 
to provide food certification.
forbid any food company to make any payment or other benefit to a third party to 
provide food certification.

Thank you for considering my submission.

Regards,
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Dear Sir/ Madam,   Thank you for tis opportunity to write of my interest in the food
 certification schemes and fees matter being discussed at the Economics Reference
 Committee.  I would like to state my concern at the Halal certification and labelling on
 food products.  I know from statements in all forms of media and other research of mine
 that products certified Halal have a fee paid by the producer to an Halal organisation to
 have the Halal logo/certification.  This fee would be then passed on to the consumer.  I
 think this is wrong and that the Halal certification fee should be payed to the
 producer/manufacturer for the privilege of endorsing that product.   Also I agree that
 there is a need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees
 so that the consumer has full information before choosing whether or not to buy that
 product.  Thank you for your time. Mrs Rosemary Mack    
  
 

mailto:Economics.Sen@aph.gov.au
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Halal Certification Inquiry
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Dear Senators,

Our short submission on behalf of the National Alliance of Christian Leaders asks why
 should non Muslims have to pay this discriminatory religious tax?

This swindle has been brought in by stealth, the government would not introduce a GST on
 food items such as water & milk, yet this group funds itself on items such as these.

If  government authorities insist on keeping halal certification, why can't it be all inclusive
 where we all have a piece of the cake!

Dr Graham McLennan

Chairman National Alliance of Christian Leaders 

NACL

Residential address:

Phone 

mailto:nacl@vic.chariot.net.au
mailto:Economics.Sen@aph.gov.au


ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 1022

Submission Details: Mr Ronald Eade















ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 1023

Submission Details: Mr Greg Nixon





 
 
Senate Standing Committees on Economics       28 July 2015  
PO Box 6100 , Parliament House,  
Canberra, ACT 2600  
 
 
 
Dear Committee Members,  
 

THIRD PARTY CERTIFCATE FOOD INQUIRY 
 

In relation to points a,c, d,f & g of the Inquiry's terms of reference, my comments relate to Halal Certification Schemes 
(except where reference is made to ritual slaughter where my comments relate to both Halal and Kosher). Also, my 
comments in relation to point (b) relates to Halal, Kosher, GMO and Country of Origin Labelling.  
 
a. the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not limited to, schemes 

related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and general food safety certification schemes;  
 

According to Islam, everything is ‘halal’ (permitted) unless there is proof that it is ‘haram’ (forbidden). Haram relates only 
to; blood, alcohol, meat or any products from a forbidden animal, including pigs and any carnivorous animals or birds or 
prey or meat or any products of an animal that has not been slaughtered in the correct manner in the name of Allah. Halal 
certification in Australia works on the exact opposite principle, i.e. everything is ‘haram’ unless it is declared by the 
certifiers to be halal.  
 
There are currently hundreds and hundreds of Australian products that carry certification although they are naturally 
‘halal’ e.g. fresh herbs, water, flour, chocolate, cream, butter, bread, honey, fish, sugar, vegetables, fruit and nuts & grains 
(wheat, rice, rye, barley, oats etc).  Even Easter eggs and dog and cat food now receive certification.  
 
In addition, non-food products are also being certified e.g. halal underwear and panties, sanitary pads, cosmetics, knives 
and forks, ink, sex toys, clothing, swimming pool salt, soap, dishwashing powder, resins and the list grows daily.  
 
Clearly, there is something very wrong  when products that are naturally halal are being certified, and non-food products 
are also receiving certification.   
 
b. current labelling requirements of food certification schemes;  

Current labelling schemes are inadequate because they are voluntary. As a consequence, more and more companies are 
choosing not to do the right thing by displaying third party certification logos or  information regarding their products  to 
help consumers to make informed purchasing decisions.    

1. I don’t want to buy genetically modified food that has been sprayed with chemicals. 
 

2. I want to know the country of’ origin’ of all the food I buy. Local and imported is not sufficient information.  
 

3. Under no circumstances do I want to financially support any religious ideology. Whether it be  Halal, Kosher or 
any other religion.  
 

4. Under no circumstances do I want to support the barbaric religious slaughtering practices of some religions. 
 
c. the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees;  

If  Australian companies choose to certify their products when certification is not necessary, then that is entirely up to 
them. However, as a consumer, I am entitled to clear, unambiguous labelling so that I can make informed purchasing 
decisions. I do not want to pay for certification fees when it is a requirement necessary for only  2% of the population. 
There are currently hundreds of Australian companies who have chosen to certify their products but do not display the 
logo. I’m at a loss to understand why would  a company pay for certification fees and not display the logo? How do their 
‘target market’ i.e. the Islamic community know that their products are permissible to eat? Surely this defeats the purpose 
of certifying one's products.  
 
If the Islamic community requires food certification, then it needs to be ’user pays’. A simple solution is mandatory 
labelling on all packaging, which will allow all consumers to make informed buying decisions and clear up the current 
discontent.  In addition, supermarkets need to have Halal/Kosher/GM/Organic sections for ease of identification by 
consumers. Lastly, company websites needs to clearly advise consumers that their products are certified 

  



d. whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make informed 
purchasing decisions; 
 

Current information available to Australian consumers is inadequate. There needs to be the immediate introduction 
of  compulsory labelling of all halal certified foods and ritually slaughtered meat so that consumers can make informed 
buying decisions.  
 
In addition to compulsory labelling, all meat that has been slaughtered according to religious beliefs (Halal or Kosher) 
needs to be labelled either: 
 
1. Ritually Slaughtered where no stun has been used; and  
 
2. Halal Slaughtered where a reversible stun has been used.   
 
 
f. the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and returns to producers;  
 

While certification is required for some exports, what is happening in the Australian domestic market has nothing to do 
with exports.   

A good example of this is the chicken industry. More than 70% of all chicken, slaughtered in Australia is slaughtered 
according to Sharia Law i.e. Islamic principles and rituals, yet only 2% of the consumers are Muslim. Most chicken meat 
produced in Australia is consumed locally, with just under 5 per cent being exported primarily to South Africa, Philippines, 
Hong Kong, Singapore, Papua New Guinea & the South Pacific Islands (DAFF, 2011) The Australian Chicken Meat 
Indusrty: An Indusrty Profile, (AMCF Inc March 2015). These are not even primarily Muslim countries. This means that 
nearly all chicken meat produced in Australia is eaten in Australia. 

Baiada/Steggles and Ingham have more than 70% of the market share and all of their chickens are certified. Other 
companies like Red Lea also pay certification fees. How is it that Baiada/Steggles and Ingham are paying certification 
fees when only 2% of the population is Muslim  and just under 5% of chicken meat is exported?  

g. the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including, but not limited to, 
certification processes, fees and financial records; and any related matters.”  
 

Halal certification is now ~ a 2.5 trillion dollar industry worldwide. The Australian Government needs to ensure  
transparency of all organisations and institutions in Australia regardless of their religious or economic standings. The non-
transparency of halal certification, its corporate complexity, profits and distribution of its fees can no longer continue to be 
sanctioned solely by the religious clerics and the Australian Federation of the Islamic Council. Nor can it continue to be 
shrouded in secrecy and protected from disclosure. I am at a loss to understand how halal certifiers, who receive tax free 
status are able to conduct such large scale commercial businesses without accountability.  

There is now ample evidence in the public arena both in Australia and overseas to support the theory that funds from 
halal certification do go to some dubious causes / charities. In fact, the Islamic Council of Western Australia in the last 
paragraph of their President’s Report  (Annual Report 2013), stated “During the year ICWA had made ongoing donations 
to Syria because of the difficult civil conditions. The donations were through Al Imdaad Charity to ensure that no 
recriminations could be directed at the ICWA”. ICWA President's Report 2013  
 
Once again, if companies choose to carry halal certification, that is their prerogative. However, mandatory labelling that 
allows consumers to make informed purchasing decisions needs to be implemented. This is about free choice, and I 
choose not to donate to the Islamic religion, just as the Islamic religion would not donate to my Christian church.  
 
Thank you for considering my submission, 

 
Greg Nixon 

http://www.chicken.org.au/industryprofile/downloads/the_australian_chicken_meat_industry_an_industry_in_profile.pdf
http://www.chicken.org.au/industryprofile/downloads/the_australian_chicken_meat_industry_an_industry_in_profile.pdf
http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:aLGpAavhs-sJ:www.islamiccouncilwa.com.au/presidents-report/+&cd=1&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=au
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Economics, Committee (SEN) 
Third party certification of food. 
Tuesday, 28 July 2015 12:34:32 PM

Dear Sirs,

With reference to certification scheme I wish to submit that it become law that Kosher & Halal
 certified foods must be labelled as such so it is easy to identify.
I do not have a problem at all with religious groups that require these certifications but they
 should be easily identifiable to everyone.

Kind Regards
David Biddle

Estimator

mailto:dave@jtpress.com.au
mailto:Economics.Sen@aph.gov.au
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Food Certification
Tuesday, 28 July 2015 12:43:11 PM

28th July 2015

Attention to committee Secretary

Dear Sir/Madam

I write to express my deepest concern regarding food certification in Australia.

My concern relates to religious certification. I do not endorse and certainly do not wish to
 consume food that during production has been subjected to religious procedures that are
 against my beliefs.

Just recently Denmark has banned the halal and Kosher slaughter of animals in Denmark
 for animal welfare reasons. Strict Muslim procedure does not allow the animal to be
 stunned and is very cruel. This banning of religious slaughtering procedures I am sure has
 support for other reasons besides animal welfare.

Religion and state must be separated in Australia. The majority cannot and should not be
 subjected to having to consume food that is not part of most people’s religious mores
 because choices are so limited.

Religious practices that affect the majority must not be allowed to stealthily creep into our
 secular, Western, Democratic way of life.

If I chose to produce food blessed by Christian religious leaders that somehow found its
 ways into the stomachs of non- Christians because there were no options for these
 people, there would be a huge outcry and probably, dare I say, VIOLENCE!  ( I would
 consider Christian endorsement of food just as offensive by the way)

I do not wish to support food that is labeled kosher or halal. There is of course the
 pandoras box that opens when funds that purport to be paid to Islamic bodies are used to
 fund mosques in more remote areas of Australia. (Daily Telegraph May, 2015)

mailto:speak2lou@hotmail.com
mailto:Economics.Sen@aph.gov.au


Incidentally, there now exist products that are Halal such as toothpicks and toilet paper.
 Surely we are pandering to a very loud, vocal and sometimes violent minority who are
 scamming the majority of Australian citizens who are finding it increasingly hard to buy
 products for which there has not been an Islamic tax paid.

I do not wish my hard earned money to be going towards religious organisations unless I
 voluntarily choose to do so.

The manufacturers of products who insist on paying money to religious bodies for
 superstitious religious reasons should be made to label there items with a HUGE logo
 that will warn non believers like myself that this is a product I do not wish to purchase.
 At present halal logos are tiny!!!! You need reading glasses to see it.

We are still a democracy according to Western standards. We have privileges and rights
 that most citizens in the rest of the world only dream about. These rights have been
 paid for dearly by previous generations. Please do not fritter away the rights of the
 majority which I see that many of us just take for granted. There are forces at work in
 our country who do not necessarily respect the rights of individuals.

Yours most sincerely

Louise  Prentice
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Economics, Committee (SEN)
The Halal certification industry needs greater scrutiny 
Tuesday, 28 July 2015 12:56:13 PM

Dear Senate Standing Committee on Economics,

With reference to the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about halal certifiers, the
 possibility that Australian businesses are unwittingly funding Islamic terrorism through this means concerns me
 greatly. I therefore ask the committee to ensure that our national security is not being compromised by
 permitting these schemes to operate in Australia.

Terrorist groups have been funded by the proceeds of Halal certification before. For example, in 2007 and 2008
 the Islamic Society of North America, an organisation involved in halal certification, was named by the Justice
 Department as a co-conspirator in two federal trials dealing with the financing of the terrorist group Hamas.
 Whilst no Australian groups have yet been implicated, many of the certifying bodies operating here are
 subsidiaries of overseas Islamic organisations making it very difficult to determine where some of the money
 ultimately ends up.

And the money Australian companies pay to Islamic certifying bodies is considerable. It is reported that fees
 range from as much as $300,000 a year for an abattoir, $40,000 for a chicken processor to $5000 for a suburban
 take-away. Even if only a small fraction of these sums are used for nefarious purposes, it would still amount to
 a significant funding source for terrorist groups and would materially increase the risk to Australian civilians
 and soldiers.

I therefore ask that the committee recommend that the Federal Government put in place mechanisms for more
 closely regulating and monitoring Australian Halal certification bodies, as well as their overseas parent bodies,
 to ensure that no portion of the considerable money paid to them by Australian businesses funds Islamic
 terrorism.

I also ask that it be made compulsory for food companies who comply with halal certification demands to
 prominently label their products with the halal symbol so that consumers may make better informed choices.

Yours faithfully,

Mr Kenneth Lewis

mailto:kll17@bigpond.com
mailto:Economics.Sen@aph.gov.au
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Economics, Committee (SEN) 
Third party Certification of food 
Tuesday, 28 July 2015 1:13:13 PM

Dear Sir/madam,

Myself and my family would like to see clear labelling regarding Halal
 certification.
 I find it extremely offensive that I cannot make a clear choice as to
 supporting a religious group that I don't follow. Many manufacturers hide
 the label or make it very difficult to see and many don't disclose the status
 of their product. 
I can't see for the life of me why we must pay a tax on goods without
 knowing we are paying it. 
Maybe if it was controlled by a government body I would feel a little better
 as it appears to be a free for all with countless numbers of certification
 companies. Only then can we know that the money collected is used in a
 proper manner. 
Many have a tax free status and no one knows where the money collected
 ends up.
Australia's constitution is being neglected by allowing a religious tax being
 imposed on all Australians. 
Why should people that have nothing to do with a particular group be forced
 to pay. 
This is a rort that needs your close attention.

Thank you for you time

Adam Warhurst. 

mailto:adamwarhurst@gmail.com
mailto:Economics.Sen@aph.gov.au
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Economics, Committee (SEN)  

Religious certification of food. 
Tuesday, 28 July 2015 2:02:58 PM

To :Senate Standing Committee on Economics

I write in relation to your enquiry into food certification, which, in part, deals with
 religious certification of food in Australia.

As an atheist, I find such certification meaningless and nonsensical. However, as
 a matter of principle, I have no objection to persons requiring the food they
 purchase to conform to their particular religious beliefs.

However, I take very strong exception to the fact that the food I may wish to
 purchase has been increased in cost because the manufacturer has to pay and
 recover fees paid to a certifying organisation preaching their particular form of
 mumbo jumbo (otherwise known as religion).

I suggest that this matter can be dealt with by prohibiting the promoters of mumbo
 jumbo from charging manufacturers for certification.

Thank you.

Bob Couch

mailto:rco10398@bigpond.net.au
mailto:Economics.Sen@aph.gov.au
mailto:alexandray@adam.com.au
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Halal Certification- We don"t want it. 
Tuesday, 28 July 2015 2:24:22 PM

Re Halal Certification

Why do we need Halal Certification on an increasing number of products?
Why are products such as white milk, honey and nuts have to have Halal Certification on
 them when they are already considered Halal.
We are hearing that there is pressure on companies to conform to Halal Certification for
 their products.  Why is that?  
There is not enough transparency and too much secrecy attached to Halal Certification. 
 Where does the money go?  We want to know.
I,  for one do not support the way Animals are slaughtered for Halal purposes. This is a
 practice that  I do not support in any way.

Why aren't consumers given the choice by clearly labelling products as Halal Certified so
 that we can buy non halal products if we wish.
Current labelling (or the lack of)  does not give consumers an informed choice  whether to
 buy or not and I do not wish to contribute to the growth of Islam in our
 country.  Australians do not want to fund Islamic interests, directly or indirectly. We are a
 secular country and we have the right to object to a Religious Certification
  that represents an  Ideology that does not respect our freedoms and the equality of
 women.

Do not think that we are alone in our protests regarding this forced Religious Certification,
 there are many of us out there.  This is just the tip of the ice berg.  We will NOT BE SILENT.

Concerned Australian

mailto:lou.tuck@hotmail.com
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Halal submission.
Tuesday, 28 July 2015 2:26:35 PM

 Dear Sir,

  Please do not print my name on my reply.    I am totally opposed to Halal food,
 as I find that the methods of slaughtering cattle  are inhumane and I can find no
 justification for this horrible practice. How can people sleep in their beds
  after allowing this method of killing.      No ! No! No definitely NO to Halal Food
 certification in Australia.   It is not our Aussie way, and should not be allowed.

mailto:jvbass@iinet.net.au
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Economics, Committee (SEN)
Halal labelling of meat should be made mandatory 
Tuesday, 28 July 2015 2:30:23 PM

Dear Senators,

Thank you for conducting an inquiry into food certification schemes. I particularly wish to address halal
 certification of meat and its labelling in Australia.

According to Islam, meat can only be halal if the animal is sacrificed to Allah by praising Allah’s name in a
 reverential tone when slaughtering. This is done by saying "Bismillah" (In the name of God) and then "Allahu
 akbar" (Allah is the greatest) before each individual slaughter, with the animal’s head facing toward Mecca. It
 is clear, therefore, that halal slaughter requires the animal to be sacrificed to an idol (Allah).

But the apostle Paul warns Christians about eating meat sacrificed to idols. Even though there is nothing wrong
 with the meat itself, because the idol has no real existence, he warns us of compromising another person’s
 conscience by eating such meat in company. For example, I would not wish to inadvertently serve halal meat to
 another Christian from a Jewish background, or one who follows the old testament food laws. My fellowship
 with that person and even his faith may be compromised by what he would interpret as my failure to adequately
 determine whether the meat is halal.

But this is not easy to do nowadays. Apparently halal meat forms a large proportion of the total meat sold in
 Australia, but most of it is not labelled as such. Therefore without in-depth research, I do not know whether the
 meat I buy in the supermarket has been sacrificed to an idol or not.

For this reason, I believe that halal slaughtered meat, if not banned completely, should at least be required to be
 clearly labelled. I therefore ask the committee to recommend that clear ‘halal’ labelling of all meat products is
 made mandatory in Australia, whether the meat is sold raw or as part of the ingredients in prepared dishes.

Yours sincerely,

Mr John Shenton

mailto:john@shenton.com.au
mailto:Economics.Sen@aph.gov.au
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The Halal certification industry needs greater scrutiny 
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Dear Senate Standing Committee on Economics,

With reference to the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about halal certifiers, the
 possibility that Australian businesses are unwittingly funding Islamic terrorism through this means concerns us
 greatly. We therefore ask the committee to ensure that our national security is not being compromised by
 permitting these schemes to operate in Australia.

Terrorist groups have been funded by the proceeds of Halal certification before. For example, in 2007 and 2008
 the Islamic Society of North America, an organisation involved in halal certification, was named by the Justice
 Department as a co-conspirator in two federal trials dealing with the financing of the terrorist group Hamas.
 Whilst no Australian groups have yet been implicated, many of the certifying bodies operating here are
 subsidiaries of overseas Islamic organisations making it very difficult to determine where some of the money
 ultimately ends up.

And the money Australian companies pay to Islamic certifying bodies is considerable. It is reported that fees
 range from as much as $300,000 a year for an abattoir, $40,000 for a chicken processor to $5000 for a suburban
 take-away. Even if only a small fraction of these sums are used for nefarious purposes, it would still amount to
 a significant funding source for terrorist groups and would materially increase the risk to Australian civilians
 and soldiers.

We therefore ask that the committee recommend that the Federal Government put in place mechanisms for
 more closely regulating and monitoring Australian Halal certification bodies, as well as their overseas parent
 bodies, to ensure that no portion of the considerable money paid to them by Australian businesses funds
 Islamic terrorism.

Yours faithfully,

Leo and Sally Costello

mailto:margretecostello@gmail.com
mailto:Economics.Sen@aph.gov.au
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Economics, Committee (SEN)
Re: Senate Inquiry into Third Party Certification of Food 
Tuesday, 28 July 2015 3:51:13 PM

PLEASE KEEP MY PERSONAL DETAILS CONFIDENTIAL.

Name: 
Address:  
Phone Number: 

I am writing this submission in opposition to Third Party Certification of Food in Australia, specifically, Halal
 Certification.  I believe that it is an unnecessary cost to food production companies in this country, which is a
 cost that is then passed down to the consumers. Halal Certification is too unregulated with over 20 Certifiers in
 Australia and not transparent enough.

As a consumer in a secular society where Sharia Law is not implemented and the Muslim population is only
 2.2% I want to know why so many products on our shopping shelves are now certified. Why are food
 companies paying for Halal Certification and then not displaying the logo on their products? If it is so
 important for Muslims to know that the food they are purchasing is Halal Certified, why hide the logo, or not
 show it at all? Is it because the companies know that the majority of consumers of their products don’t need or
 want it? So why have their products Halal Certified at all?  Why are products that are naturally halal being
 certified, like honey and water for example? Why is pet food being Halal Certified? Where does it end when
 only Muslims can barbarically slaughter Australian animals using medieval ritualistic slaughtering methods in
 accordance with Sharia Law to achieve this certification? Is that not discrimination against the abattoir workers
 who are not Muslim? Is that not discrimination against the consumers who are not Muslim and are unwittingly
 eating meat that has been ritually killed in the name of a god they do not believe in? Is it not discrimination
 against people of other religions that are forbidden to eat food sacrificed in the name of another god? Why have
 Halal Certifiers been given so much power and influence over the Australian meat industry? I don’t believe that
 the amount of meat that we are exporting to Muslim countries warrants turning the majority of Australia’s meat
 industry Sharia compliant.

Transport of Halal Certified products is also being Halal Certified. Plastic containers and utensils are also being
 Halal Certified. The Halal Certification scheme seems to be expanding to include not only the food itself but
 anything that involves the food industry. Which leads to my next question…where exactly does all this Halal
 Certification money go? If the answer is that it goes into building more mosques and into Islamic schools, then
 I do not want to buy food from companies who pay Halal Certification which ultimately support the expansion
 of an ideology that I do not believe in. Turn the situation around, imagine the uproar if all the food was
 Certified for Christians?  This leads to my ultimate opinion that there should be no RELGIOUS Certification of
 food in this country.  Australia has high standards for food preparation and hygiene. Australia had humane
 slaughtering practices prior to these Islamic slaughtering methods being used. Australia also has freedom of
 religion (which should include food and its preparation). Unfortunately if you ask questions to food companies
 and certifiers about Halal Certification you are met with aggression. What happened to my right as a consumer
 to be able to make informed choices over what food I buy for myself and my family?

mailto:pgbooth@e-wire.net.au
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INQUIRY INTO CERTIFICATION OF FOOD 

I do not object to the certification of food as halal. Australia is a multicultural, multi faith 
society, and it is necessary to meet the needs of all communities. However, I do object at 
the present situation where all faith and no faith people in Australia are forced to eat halal 
food simply because it is not clearly labelled. Also, given that the overwhelming majority of 
people in Australia do not wish to purchase halal food, it is unjust for them to have to pay 
for the certification. 

It is not logical to have food classified to suit one section of the population, and at the same 
time to discriminate against other faiths and also non-believers, by making them eat halal 
food without their knowledge or consent. 

All Australian consumers need food to be clearly labelled, so that they can make informed 
purchasing decisions. Food certified as halal should be clearly labelled, so that only people 
who do not object to it, buy it. Clear labelling would also assist Muslims select their food. 

It is unjust that some of the meat that people of other faiths have consumed over many 
years has without their knowledge or consent, been sacrificed via an Islamic prayer, or 
slaughtered in an Islamic manner, which may not be as normally done in Australia.  

My religious belief is that I should NOT eat halal food. The reason for this is simply because I 
am not of the Muslim faith. 

It is unjust that Christians, Hindus etc., have been paying Islamic Councils, so that Muslim 
clerics pray over food and certify it as halal, given that they do not choose to purchase such 
food. The right thing to do is for any religious group that has special food needs to pay for 
their own certification. If the cost is minimal, as argued by some, then there should be no 
objection to this. 

I would suggest to the Enquiry that it should be illegal to demand or accept money and or 
other benefits for the certification of food as halal. I note that some of the foods for which 
certification has been paid for, are already known to be halal, such as milk, nuts etc., which 
brings into question the need for the payment in the first place. 

If money is to be charged for the certification of food, then it should be recorded on a 
Register available to the general public, so that the whole process is transparent.  

All the faith groups and others would then know what they are paying for the service, and 
also ensure that all the fees charged are  justified and regulated. 

I believe the above suggestions would be beneficial to all consumers in Australia. 

 

D Amato 
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Sonja Cover  

Senate Standing Committees on Economics  
PO Box 6100  
Parliament House  
Canberra ACT 2600  
Phone: 02 6277 3540 - Fax: 02 6277 5719 - economics.sen@aph.gov.au 

Dear Sir/Madame 

I would like to make the submission to the senate on the following items to the Economics 
Reference Committee. 

a. the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not limited to,
schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and general food safety 
certification schemes;  

I believe there is excess certification.   This results in a lot of expense to both the customer and the 
producers and unnecessary time consuming procedures and regulations. 

Of particular concern is the Halal certification fee.   This fee is not only applied to meat but to grain 
and vegetable products, sweets, cosmetics, vehicles and personal hygiene products.   According to 
the Koran Halal means “permitted” because it does not contain pork or the meat of an already dead 
animal, or a carnivorous animal, or alcohol.  So why are they certifying these other products, 
including cat food? 

In the Lockyer valley, an imam was approaching the farmers to halal certify the vegetables and 
seedlings.  I was told by a curry van owner in Toowoomba that he had been coerced by Muslims to 
halal certify his business.  In Kelvin Grove, Brisbane, food outlets have been approached to halal 
certify and those who do are restricted to approved suppliers, mainly Muslim ones.    The Imam in 
Toowoomba told me they are also working on halal certified tourism.  

 It seems the halal certification board wishes to certify every product at every level of 
production.  This inconsistently applied fee is costly, restrictive and religiously 
discriminative and completely unnecessary.   Muslims prior to its invention did 
quite well without it.   

Consequently I would like to see all religious certification banned except for export 
requirements where there is no other alternative.  In that situation the fee should be 
paid to the government at a flat and consistent rate.   People from other religions just 
read the list of ingredients without any demands and so should Muslims. 
Certified labelling should only apply to health issues such as peanut allergies, 
organic and genetically modified. 

mailto:economics.sen@aph.gov.au


 For the rest, people should just read the list of ingredients and make up their own 
mind. 
The halal certification industry is worth billions of dollars – but who really benefits 
from it? 

b. current labelling requirements of food certification schemes; and
c. the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees;

If food is certified, it should be a legal requirement that each product display a clear and 
prominent label to indicate its certification status.  Most halal certified products have no 
indication of their status or its tiny and in a hidden place.  The other certificate symbols are 
boldly displayed where they can be seen.  It’s as though some businesses are hiding their 
halal certification status. 

d. whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make informed
purchasing decisions; 

I believe more information could be provided to consumers:- 
For health related certification–What are the actual health benefits /hazards of this category 
of food?   
Detail the process by which it is produced and the certification standards and requirements 
for certification. 
State where the money goes, and how it is used.  Justify the costs. 

Religious- what does the religion require?  Give scriptural justification for the certification 
fee and its cost.  What is involved with being religiously certified? What are all rules and 
restrictions involved?   Where does the money go?  Who benefits?   Give an accurate figured 
account. 

f. the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and returns to
producers; 

It can’t be denied, that despite growing evidence that Halal certification is a multibillion 
dollar scam that serves little purpose than to fund the growth of Islam; many Islamic 
countries will not accept our exported product unless it is halal certified.  This particularly is 
the case with meat exports. 
In this case I believe live export is one alternative.  
In the case of meat or other processed food, the religious certification fee should be payed to 
the government at a consistent and minimal rate so no private organisation or individual   
benefits financially and that country will still accept our product. 



g. the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including, but not
limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any related matters.” 

There is growing and often founded scepticism on the necessity for halal certification.   
There are numerous certifiers and there is a lack of consistency in the price of certification 
fees.  
There have been reports of certifiers coercing businesses to certify. 
There is lack of accountability for the use of proceeds from halal certification 
The public should have access to the list of each certifier, their contact details, their 
certification requirements and process.  As well, they should be able to access a detailed 
account of where the proceeds of the certification fee were used.  

1. The list of each certifier, and from each certifier –
2. The list of businesses certified through them and exactly what they pay per product

with documented proof.
3. Accurate and detailed account certification process and requirement with scriptural

justification.
4. Justification of costs.
5. Justification of certifying non- meat items, especially non-food items.
6. Accurate and detailed account of where the income from certification is spent with

documentary proof.
7. To be fair this should also be done with Kosher.

With organic certification, I believe the process needs to be kept as simple and low cost for 
the producers as possible.  There should be several different levels of organic starting from 
simply not sprayed with chemicals, to everything on the property and process totally 
organic. 
The public needs to know what each of these levels should mean and a detailed account of 
what is required for their certification and costs involved.  There should also be a 
justification of the costs and where they are spent. 

Yours Sincerely 

Sonja Cover 
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From: Jan Brophy  
Sent: Tuesday, 28 July 2015 5:06 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Please stop halal certification.

Please stop halal certification. If people want to eat or use products, at least stop the
 horrible torture of animals being killed in this manner. Stop any business that funds
 terrorism. Clearly label any products that are halal certified, so we consumers can choose
 to buy or not.

Sent from Windows Mail

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
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Dear Senators 

 

The halal certifies are cornering the market on products and services gradually.They brag quite 
accurately,that they have certified sugar for instance.This means that hardly a processed food that is 
manufactured must use certified sugar in the process of their products. 

Genuine believers in Sikhism,Hinduism,Christianity,Atheism,ect are unable to consume any product or 
service with the confidence that it is not halal certified because even if an identifying label is placed on 
the good or service,there is no guarantee that it does not contain halal certified ingredients or 
components. 

With the enormous variety of so-called halal certifies currently in the market it is easy for the income to 
be hidden and the dispersal of the gained revenue distributed,anywhere in the world,indirectly or 
directly through trusts ,family members,groups,individuals,companies,religious 
enterprises,donations,charities,etc 

Money can also be sent to illegal activities. 

For your considerations think of this if we must have the halal certification scam at the very least 
deregister every testifier and replace them with government employee's then we the people would 
except and know that the money is going towards government revenue. 

Yours faithfully Robert Butler 
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Economics, Committee (SEN)
Food certification schemes submission 
Tuesday, 28 July 2015 6:23:16 PM

Dear food certification schemes inquiry,

I wish to address point (g) of the committee’s terms of reference, and particularly ask the committee to consider
 the importance of investigating whether some Australian halal certification organisations could be using funds
 raised from Australian businesses to fund, directly or indirectly, Islamic terrorism.

Firstly, all practising Muslims and Islamic organisations, including halal certifiers, are obliged to give Zakat to
 Islamic causes which amounts to 2.5% their wealth per year to be distributed among 8 categories. Some of
 these categories are laudable, such as helping the poor, but one is to support those fighting for Allah. Some
 Muslims claim to interpret this in an innocuous way, but a more widespread understanding is that this money is
 to go to those engaged in Islamic military operations for whom no salary is allotted i.e. volunteers for jihad.
 And Halal certifiers have been caught funding terrorism in this way before. In 2007 and 2008 the Islamic
 Society of North America was named by the Justice Department as involved with funding the terrorist group
 Hamas.

Secondly, I ask the committee to take into account that there is no religious requirement in Islam for Halal
 certification. A Muslim is obliged to eat foods only halal foods, but the vast majority of foods are halal by their
 very nature. Certification is at best a convenience for Muslims, and certifying bodies are only recent business
 constructs which began in the 1980s. It was soon discovered, however, that these organisations were very good
 at raising large amounts of money from gullible Westerners and now senior Muslim leaders are stating publicly
 that ‘halal can enable Muslims to dominate global economy and conquer the world.’

I put it to the committee that in-light of the above points and the common theme of Islam running through the
 halal certifying industry and world terrorism, that it is very much in the public interest to require a much higher
 standard of financial oversight and regulation of these bodies to ensure that money raised from Australian
 businesses is not being used against Australian interests.

Yours sincerely,

Mrs Leona Duncombe

mailto:leona.duncombe@gmail.com
mailto:Economics.Sen@aph.gov.au
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26th July 2015 
  
  
Dear Sir/Madam 
  
RE: THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATION FOOD INQUIRY 
Thank you for the opportunity in allowing me to add my submission to the above inquiry.  
My concern is with HALAL-Certified foods and with its labelling.  
  
TERMS OF REFERENCE OF INQUIRY 
  
1. The extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not 
limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and 
general food safety certification schemes; 
Judging from websites like non halal global and halalchoices.com.au I was SHOCKED to see 
that a lot of the products I buy on a day to day basis were in fact HALAL CERTIFIED.  
Without my knowledge OR consent I have been inadvertently financially supporting this 
halal – certification rort for years!   To think I have been supporting mosques and Islamic 
schools just makes me so angry!   
I do not support ANY religion what so ever.   As a devout culturally Christian atheist I don’t 
care if people worship the purple pumpkin eater so long as it has nothing to do with me and 
that it doesn’t infringe on my rights.    
   
2. Current labelling requirements of food certification schemes; 
The current labelling laws are useless and most labels are non-existent.  I have never seen 
meat or chicken with a halal sticker but I know almost all chicken is halal-certified  and 
almost all beef is Halal slaughtered and certified.   I’ve also read the study the MLA did on 
stress hormones in the meat and am horrified.  When did all this happen???  I thought we non 
reversible stunned all our cattle to the highest humane treatment we possibly could.   I’m 
absolutely horrified to think we are killing over 9 million cattle each year in such a way!  It is 
heartbreaking.  
 Almost everyone I have spoken with have no idea what HALAL means let alone HALAL-
Certification.  When I explain to them what it’s all about they are generally stunned.  Stunned 
that something like this has been operating here in Australia all this time and we haven’t 
known about it.  
First you hear HALAL – certification is a religious requirement and then you hear it’s a 
marketing strategy, from my point of view neither is correct.  No Muslim needs their food 
HALAL- CERTIFIED and clearly it’s not a marketing strategy as nothing is labelled so that 
leaves me with the impression there’s a bit of arm twisting going on for prophet, oops sorry 
profit.  



If we take a look at the chicken industry the rort is truly apparent. It is my understanding that 
almost all chickens slaughtered in Australia are slaughtered by mechanical slaughter and are 
still certified Halal. 
 The Halal Chicken Market in Australia 
<snip www.muslimvillage.com.au> Currently there are somewhere between 7million to 
8million Halal certified chickens slaughtered in Australia every week. Out of this total, about 
35,000 chickens a week are hand slaughtered – about half a percent – with the balance being 
all Halal certified machine slaughtered chickens. That equates to 1 Halal hand slaughtered 
chicken for every 200 Halal certified machine slaughtered chickens that are hitting the 
marketplace every week. 
To the average Muslim consumer desiring to do the right thing, it can get very confusing 
trying to work out what is Halal when it comes to chicken. The aim of this article is to 
provide some clarity by informing you of what the issues are to allow you to make an 
informed decision inshaAllah. 
What’s the Islamic difference between Halal hand Slaughtered Chicken and Halal 
machine slaughtered chicken? 
In Australia, as elsewhere in the world, there is a difference of opinion amongst some Muslim 
scholars and Halal certifiers as to what is “Halal”. Some advocate that all meat + chicken is 
Halal as long as you say “Bismillah” (In the name of Allah) before eating. Some consider 
machine slaughter Halal – under certain conditions and others will only accept hand slaughter 
as being genuinely Halal. 
There are strong viewpoints and detailed arguments presented on both sides of the machine 
and hand slaughter debate amongst Islamic scholars. Some argue that machine slaughter is 
completely lawful (Halal), whereas others argue that the process is completely unacceptable 
and the animal slaughtered in this process is unlawful (Haram). Amongst all the differing 
opinions, hand slaughter is the universal slaughter method accepted by all scholars, which 
leaves no doubt in the halal status of hand slaughtered chickens. 
Machine-slaughter is a relatively new phenomenon created by the rapid progress in modern 
technology and the need to feed ever-growing populations. Globally Halal machine 
slaughtered birds are accepted in many countries including Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Malaysia, 
Indonesia and Iran. 
Caution dictates that hand slaughter should be given preference over mechanical slaughter for 
Muslims. However, it is important to recognise that while a Muslim can observe personal 
preferences and choices for their own preferred methods of hand or machine slaughter, they 
cannot enforce their own preference upon other Muslims, nor should they denounce others. 
<end snip> 
 As you can see from above, even the Muslims themselves admit that some Muslim Scholars 
agree all that needs to be said is "Bismillah" and that makes meat permissible for muslims. 
Iam not a scholar of Islam, and one shouldn't need to be a scholar to follow basic rules of a 
religion but suffice to say in the 1400 years prior there were no certification schemes around 
at that time and from what I have read any changes to the Islamic religion are not acceptable. 
 But halal is good for exports I hear you say, well in the case of chicken, no it’s not.  We only 
export chicken offal and chicken feet to Singapore, Vietnam, Philippines and 
Hongkong.  None of those places are Islamic.  All of our chicken is used domestically. 
 So here we have almost all chickens halal certified at a massive cost that is borne by the 
consumer, where the consumer who it was designed for doesn't even accepts its halal!!! Not 

http://www.muslimvillage.com.au/


only that but we are governed under Australian Law, HALAL laws are governed under 
Sharia.  Which law do we follow in Australia?  Which laws do Muslims in Australia 
follow?    I keep hearing Muslims say they follow Australian law but the evidence is quite the 
opposite.   I do not want Halal chicken, I do not want HALAL -C chicken and I consider it a 
massive affront to my constitutional rights to have this forced on me.   Not one chicken 
product Ive ever seen has actually had a Halal label on it so I have to really check with each 
company to find a non halal-c chicken.  In fact the only company I know of is Inglewood. 
 I am truly astounded that we have this sort of cunning, deceitful rort in Australia.    I cannot 
begin to tell you how absolutely disgusted and ashamed of our government I am for allowing 
this sort of blatant thievery to continue and not just this government but the governments 
before as well who have remained gutless and clueless to what is going on around them. 
 3. The need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification 
fees; 
 I believe we have absolutely NO NEED to have halal-c foods in Australia.  I don't believe 
we should lower our animal welfare standards to meet a market like the Middle East where 
animal welfare is almost non-existent.    We should concentrate on producing the best product 
we can.  We should be doing the slaughter in the best possible way we can that gives the best 
outcomes.  Our product would be in demand for that reason alone.   Do we sink our standards 
or do we make other rise up to a better way? 
  
4. Whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to 
make informed purchasing decisions; 
 Current schemes do not provide enough information for me to make an informed choice.  I 
wish to avoid all halal certified products totally.  I do not wish to financially support Islam for 
not even 1 cent.  It is not my religion and it’s not a religion I support. 
  
5. Details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, 
and the potential for these to impact on prices for consumers; 
Anyone in business always recoups the costs of the goods and business through product 
pricing.  Anyone who says the prices are not passed onto the consumer is lying.  A rule of 
thumb for business is 30% expenses, 30% taxes, 30% business expansion and 10% for the 
owner.  Once you understand this basic rule of thumb it’s impossible to see how certification 
does NOT impact prices and or business.   
All certification impacts the pricing, we see the heart tick (amongst the dearest certificates I 
hear) which benefits ALL consumers, we know how that is supposed to help our health but 
there are NO health benefits with HALAL.  In fact I suspect quite the opposite, I would love 
to see studies on the impact of high levels of stress hormones in meat and the effect on the 
human body.  
  
 
6. The importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and 
returns to producers; 
I understand the halal certificate helps export markets but if its at a cost to the domestic 
market I would say concentrate on markets that don't put that impost onto our country, our 
producers and our people.   We produce good quality, clean and healthy products if we have 



to lower our standards to meet a market I say we should be asking that market to up their 
standards or concentrate on emerging markets who want our excellent product. 
  
7. The extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers 
including, but not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any 
related matters. 
 As we can see from submission number 205 from Abdul Ayan where he states " 
It is fair to say that halal certification, and particularly how certifiers practice it, has 
many deep seated problems. Their audit and supervision as well as their service 
provision are poor. There are also credible reports that some engage in corrupt, 
unethical and improper practices. The system allows them to do so and some therefore 
take full advantage of it. Halal certification has been widely described by leading 
members of the Muslim community, aptly in view, as a cash cow whose function is to 
collect as much money as possible in exchange for little or no provision of services 
beyond signing and issuing certificates." 
As we can see from that above statement HALAL-C is a cash cow and what more proof does 
this inquiry need to see that as consumers are getting hit they are recoiling and spending less.  
We refuse to be a cash cow for a religion we do not support nor trust.   
  
In conclusion, I would like to state, it seems HALAL-C is not content with fleecing us 
through our foods, but also through transport, medicines, plastics etc etc in fact anything they 
can possible encourage people to certify they will. 
It is time for the government to reflect the thinking people of this country and go into bat for 
what is right and what is just.  We can see from the UK and their halal situation the push is on 
for no stunning in any abattoirs, here in Australia we have the WA Islamic society stating 
they oppose stunning. 
  
I oppose all of it.  Along with 80,000 other people on the facebook page "boycott Halal".  Not 
only that but every other Australian that I spoke to have never heard of HALAL.  When I 
explain what it is, they are absolutely gobsmacked our government would allow such a thing. 
I am also disgusted our government would allow only MALE MUSLIM SLAUGHTER-
MEN to be hired in the majority of abattoirs.  Does this mean we now allow discrimination in 
the workplace? 
  
I would hope the Inquiry will address all the matters in way that is the best outcome for all 
Australians if ever there was need for a happiness check amongst the population this is the 
time.  
I hope you also take into account Australia's multi-faith, multi-race and multi-culture 
populace and realize that no group should be forcing their ideas, beliefs, ideologies and 
thoughts onto others and that all foods should be free of religious overtones in respect for 
others of different faiths whose sensibilities may be offended.  
  
Thank you Bethwyn Mills 
26.7.15.  
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Senate Inquiry into the Third Party Certification of Food 

 

I would like to add my submission to the current enquiry in regards to halal certification scheme. 

 

Halal Certification is an expensive and recurring cost to Australian businesses and consumer. 

Halal Certification is claimed to be a religious requirement for the benefit of Australian Muslims 

who only comprise 2.2% of the Australian population at the last census. (ABS 2011). Halal 

Certification does not consider the beliefs of the other 97.8% of the Australian population. Why 

are we being forced to pay for an ideology that is so different from our way of life and our 

constitution? 

Consuming Halal Certified goods under the certification scheme is a confirmation of submission 

to the compliance and acceptance of Sharia Law.  It is my belief that Australia is governed by 

Australian Law and NOT Sharia Law. This applies to Muslims living in Australia as well. This is 

a breach of the Australian Constitution and a failure of the Australian Government to protect its 

people under Section 116 which states “The Commonwealth shall not make any law for 

establishing any religion, or for imposing any religious observance. This is taking away our 

freedom of choice.  

 

Labelling 

Many of the products on the shelves are now halal certified, of those many are not labelled. It is 

not legally required, but this is very unfair to the consumer as our freedom of choice is becoming 

non-existent. If companies are paying for certification, then they should clearly display this 

information on their labels. Some companies are putting the Halal symbol inside the product, 

which seems quite peculiar considering it’s for the Muslims to know if the product is suitable for 

them. This is also deceiving for the consumer who do not wish to purchase halal certified 

products. 

There is only a small amount of products that are Haram for Muslims, all other things are halal 

and do not need to be certified at all.  

Non food items have now been certified. 

The halal certification scheme is unnecessary for Muslims to know what to eat, a simple prayer 

over the food is all that’s required. 

Halal certification schemes are a way to extort money from non-muslim people; which we are 

unwittingly being forced to pay.  

 

Slaughter Process 

In Australia, the national standard for meat production requires that all animals must be 

effectively stunned (unconscious) prior to slaughter, yet the Australian Government has made 

exception for 13 Abattoirs’ to do ritual religious slaughter where a reversible stun is used, many 

animals regain semi to full consciousness while their throat is being slit. This is a cruel and 

barbaric practice and needs to be banned in Australia with regards to the inhumane treatment of 

animals. No exceptions and definitely no exceptions for religious reasons. The Muslims only 

need to say a prayer for their meat to be acceptable, they have managed to do this for over a 

hundred years so why is the requirement necessary now. 

 

 

 



Financial Transparency 

It remains unclear where the large profits gained from certification end up. Certifying agents 

should be required to produce all records for audit. It could be validly said that Australians are 

inadvertently and unknowingly supporting Islamic originations and communities. This is of 

concern to the public as the information readily available is scant; inquiries are met with either 

stonewalling, misleading, or outright refusal to supply such information. 

A user pays system should be brought in where the person/religion who wants this certification 

pays all fees and charges. This way consumers can be sure none of their money is funding Islam. 

 

I would like to know why Australians have to consume halal at all. It is not up to the entire 

Australian community to pay for a system that caters expressly for the beliefs of Islam, and its 

followers. 

It is not required in any Islamic teaching, nor is it in sharia law, that a fee be paid to ensure food 

is halal. Halal certification is no longer what is permissible for Muslims, but is about branding 

and stamping by Islamic certifiers for the benefit on the certifiers. 

 

Ideally I would like the outcome of this inquiry to lead to ban all halal certification fees, a 

resumption of the non reversible stun in all our abattoirs, stopping live export of animals and a 

refund of all monies collected by these scam, and then be spent on the benefits of all Australians. 

 

Thank you 
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Economics, Committee (SEN) 
Halal Certification
Tuesday, 28 July 2015 8:21:18 PM

To Whom it may concern.
Senate Economic References Committee

I wish to express my concern about the proposed Halal Certification of a large range of
 consumer products.

1.There is no logical reason why customers should pay a religious tax for goods that are
 produced by, and for sale to, people of all faiths or none.
2. There is no logical reason why natural resources such as water or honey, should be
 'claimed' by a religious group for the purposes of a tax.
3. The funds raised would automatically be used for the promotion of Islam. This is not in
 the interests of the wider Australian public.

I would appreciate your consideration of the above concerns.

From : 
Ms. Ruth H. Butcher, 

Ph. 

mailto:ruthhbutcher@gmail.com
mailto:Economics.Sen@aph.gov.au
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Economics, Committee (SEN)
Food certification schemes submission 
Tuesday, 28 July 2015 9:21:59 PM

Dear food certification schemes inquiry,

We wish to address point (g) of the committee’s terms of reference, and particularly ask the committee to
 consider the importance of investigating whether some Australian halal certification organisations could be
 using funds raised from Australian businesses to fund, directly or indirectly, Islamic terrorism.

Firstly, all practising Muslims and Islamic organisations, including halal certifiers, are obliged to give Zakat to
 Islamic causes which amounts to 2.5% their wealth per year to be distributed among 8 categories. Some of
 these categories are laudable, such as helping the poor, but one is to support those fighting for Allah. Some
 Muslims claim to interpret this in an innocuous way, but a more widespread understanding is that this money is
 to go to those engaged in Islamic military operations for whom no salary is allotted i.e. volunteers for jihad.
 And Halal certifiers have been caught funding terrorism in this way before. In 2007 and 2008 the Islamic
 Society of North America was named by the Justice Department as involved with funding the terrorist group
 Hamas.

Secondly, we ask the committee to take into account that there is no religious requirement in Islam for Halal
 certification. A Muslim is obliged to eat only halal foods, but the vast majority of foods are halal by their very
 nature. Certification is at best a convenience for Muslims, and certifying bodies are only recent business
 constructs which began in the 1980s. It was soon discovered, however, that these organisations were very good
 at raising large amounts of money from gullible Westerners and now senior Muslim leaders are stating publicly
 that ‘halal can enable Muslims to dominate global economy and conquer the world.’

We put it to the committee that in-light of the above points and the common theme of Islam running through the
 halal certifying industry and world terrorism, that it is very much in the public interest to require a much higher
 standard of financial oversight and regulation of these bodies to ensure that money raised from Australian
 businesses is not being used against Australian interests.

Yours sincerely,

Basil and Kathy Bryan

mailto:basilandkathy@iprimus.com.au
mailto:Economics.Sen@aph.gov.au
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From:
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third Party Certification of Food - Submission
Date: Tuesday, 28 July 2015 9:26:03 PM

PLEASE WITHHOLD MY NAME AND CONTACT DETAILS FROM
 PUBLICATION
 
To Senate Standing Committee on Economics 
 
This submission is in relation to Halal Food Certification and Labelling
 

a) The Extent of Food Certification Schemes and Certifiers in Australia
 including, but not Limited to Halal
 

Halal certification schemes are just that, schemes and scams.  I strongly object
 to halal certification and the forced increase of consumer costs as a result of
 this imposition, as businesses do not cover any additional costs to their
 products, and always pass on increases to the consumer, which adds to our
 cost of living.  
 
I am bewildered that this process has been allowed to take hold in our country
 as I am effectively paying a hidden tax to Muslim organisations that are not
 paying any tax due to their religious status.
 icv.org.au/index.php/publications/what-is-halal 
 
It is also alarming that in some small way I find myself, by stealth, supporting
 the Muslim Council, and others, and their multi million-dollar racket.

One Australian certifier, Mohamed El-Mouelhy, from Halal Certification
 Authority P/L, boasted about becoming rich from Halal Certification Fees and
 over 500 companies in Australia are now paying halal certification
 fees. http://pickeringpost.com/story/money-for-nothing/4582
 

b) Current Labelling Requirements of Food Certification Schemes
 
Whilst halal fees are currently being enforced on our food products, there are
 no set labelling requirements. The halal certifiers appear only interested in the
 money and there is no uniformity of labelling, with some companies trying to
 hide or disguise the halal symbol on their products, or omitting it altogether. 
 
This is deception and does not allow the consumer to make an informed
 choice when purchasing products.

c) The Need for Labelling on Products Produced by Companies that Pay
 Halal Certification Fees

 
Halal labelling is hit and miss with some products being labelled, and others
 not. Sometimes the symbol is so small it is hard to find, and sometimes, not
 exposed until the wrapping has been opened.  

mailto:Economics.Sen@aph.gov.au
http://icv.org.au/index.php/publications/what-is-halal
http://pickeringpost.com/story/money-for-nothing/4582


 
Therefore, businesses paying for halal certification and not displaying the
 symbol on their products, means that consumers are unable to make informed
 choices about their purchases. All products that have had halal certification
 fees paid should be clearly marked on every item in the public interest.
 
I often have no choice but to buy halal products and my freedom of choice is
 being impinged upon as a result. As an example, every brand of cheese in my
 local supermarket is Halal certified.  Religion should play no part in the food
 supply chain. 
 
Approximately 2% of the population is Muslim but the other 98% are being
 forced to pay for halal certification and this is discrimination.
 

d) Whether Current Schemes Provide Enough Information for Australian
 Consumers

 
There is currently insufficient information on products as a lot of businesses
 are now trying to conceal the halal symbol on their products due to the
 backlash from consumers once they become aware of companies paying a
 halal fee, and which obviously increases the cost of the product.
 

e) Details Regarding Certification Fees Paid by Food Producers and/or
 Manufacturers, and the Potential for these to Impact on Prices for
 Consumers

 
Having contacted several businesses in relation to halal certification they
 generally avoid making comments about halal fees, therefore consumers have
 no knowledge of actual additional cost of this impost on their purchases.
 There is absolutely no transparency and consumers have a right to know what
 impact halal certification fees are having on their purchases. 

I also have no wish to fund, or support, by stealth, any product which is halal.
 Halal religious rituals are part of Sharia Law and this should not be promoted
 or financed in Australia by non Muslim Australian consumers. 
 

f) The Importance of Food Certification Schemes in Relation to Export
 Market Access and Returns to Producers

 
The export market generally only requires some meat products to be halal and
 as Australians don’t usually have access to export meat products, it is not
 realistic that we should have to pay halal fees on meat products for our
 domestic market. 
 
Once again, 2% of the population should not be dictating to 98% of the
 population for halal meat in our domestic market place.
 
Generally every food is considered halal in Islam unless it is specially
 prohibited by the Qu’ran or the Hadith. There is an exception to this rule if no
 other food is available and the Muslim is forced by necessity, then they are
 permitted to eat non-halal food in order to prevent starvation. Refer Surat Al-
Baqarah (The Cow) - 2:173 as follows:
 
Sahih International - He has only forbidden to you dead animals, blood, the



 flesh of swine, and that which has been dedicated to other than Allah. But
 whoever is forced [by necessity], neither desiring [it] nor transgressing [its
 limit], there is no sin upon him. Indeed, Allah is Forgiving and
 Merciful. http://quran.com/2/173
 
There should be no need for halal certification in our society as it conforms to
 Sharia Law and we are not under Sharia Law but are a Western Democratic
 country.  I believe I am being discriminated against as a result.  
 

g) The Extent and Adequacy of Information Available to the Public
 about Certifiers Including, but not Limited to, Certification Processes,
 Fees and Financial Records and any Related Matter,

 
In most Islamic countries they have 1 or 2 registered halal certifiers
 accountable to their governments or government appointed certifiers, usually
 only dealing with the halal slaughter of animals. What we have in Australia is
 open slather with more than a dozen so called certifiers receiving halal fees
 and ripping off businesses and the public. It has been reported that even some
 trucking companies have been forced to pay halal
 fees. http://pickeringpost.com/story/money-for-nothing/4582
 
There is no accountability on the Islamic part, and no one seems to know
 where the money is ending up. Although there have been instances overseas,
 where funds have been used to support terrorist groups, and I, in no way wish
 to contribute to any funding which supports Islam whether in Australia or
 overseas.    

Refer the 2013 annual report from ICWA.  “… Our Halal subcommittee now
 is functional and income starts coming Alhamdulillah (meaning ‘all Praise
 and thanks be to God’). 

“Our next aim is to expand Halal certification for local and international
 business insha’Allah (God willing)...(Dr) Jneib’s annual report continued,
 “During the year ICWA (the Islamic Council of WA) has made ongoing
 donations to Syria because of the difficult civil conditions.

“The donations were made through al Imdaad charity, to ensure that no
 recriminations could be directed at ICWA.”

Sgd Dr Rateb Jneid
President- Islamic Council of WA...  http://islam4infidels.com/proof-halal-
funds-terrorism/    

Halal certification is extortion of the highest order and must be stopped. 

If only 2% of the population require halal certified products, then the
 remaining 98% of the population should not be expected to fund it, and it
 needs to be shut down, or products need to be clearly marked so that
 consumers have a choice. Unfortunately, there is no choice with a lot of
 supermarket supplies, and because of this halal should be banned or have its
 own service area. 

Thank you for considering my submission on this important topic for all
 Australians.

http://quran.com/2/173
http://qurau.com/2/173
http://pickeringpost.com/story/money-for-nothing/4582
http://islam4infidels.com/proof-halal-funds-terrorism/
http://islam4infidels.com/proof-halal-funds-terrorism/
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Third Party Certification of Food. 
Tuesday, 28 July 2015 9:33:32 PM

Dear Sir/Madam,

I write in reference to your enquiry of Third Party Certification of Food and wish to submit the
 following:

Australian produce/goods should have not have any Certification fees applied because they are
 effectively an additional tax.

Australian consumers should not have to pay for food that is certified due to a religious
 requirement, especially when we are not part of that religious group.  Like most families who
 are time poor, having to check every item in the shopping trolley is not an option.

If religious certification is required, then people should be buying their items from their local
 place of worship.

As for exported Australian produce, the country that requires the certification should pay for this
 service.

Yours truly,

mailto:jsbacon@bigpond.com
mailto:Economics.Sen@aph.gov.au
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27 July 2015 
 
The Sub-Committee Chairman, 
Senate Inquiry into Food Certification, 
Senate Economics Committee, 
Parlaiment House,     [By email] 
CANBERRA  ACT  
 
 
Dear Sir, 
 
Please find on the following pages my submission for the Senate Inquiry into Food 
Certification. 
 
I would appreciate my personal details not be for general publication. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Preamble. 
 
My submission, whilst it may be of no consequence, may evidence some prejudice in the eyes of 
others. 
 
That is not my intent - it is simply about my personal preferences. 
 
I can only comment upon things that I have seen or experienced during my lifetime that have had 
impact upon me personally. 
 
How others may have viewed those same experiences would depend upon their personal ethos 
and upbringing. 
 
I thank the Inquiry members for being given an opportunity to express my observations and 
opinion on some, but not all, matters under the Terms of Reference. 
 
Terms of Reference paragraphs will not be re-typed in their entirety but are addressed by 



paragraph number. 
 
 
Terms of Reference matters. 
 
1. Whilst there are a plethora of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia, it would 
appear that their approach to certification is not uniform and appears to reflect a subjective 
personal or group view rather than an objective, scientific or fact based, view. 
 Some certifications may induce members of the public into believing that such certification 
honestly represents that which it purports to do - however, competent investigation and testing 
may reveal that such is not the case. 
 
 A serious question arises about the necessity for items that previously did not require 
‘certification’ for a minority of consumers to now come under the control of a ‘certification scheme’ 
that now affects a majority of consumers - just as items that currently don’t require certification 
may well require a greater standard of certification due to possible public health concerns or 
impacts for the majority of the Australian public. 
 
A single source, federally controlled, certification authority needs to be established to 
control all food certification within Australia - for both domestic and export consumption. 
Any organization or group requiring greater or different certification shall pay for such 
requirements and such cost shall not be borne by the majority for the benefit of the few. 
 
2. Current food certification labelling appears to be rather “ad hoc” and does not apply to all 
subject consumer products in a uniform manner, on items, goods or services sold in Australia. 
 In many instances the labelling is not to be found on any of the product packaging, 
notwithstanding the fact that certification under a particular scheme, either local or from outside 
Australia, is found to be applicable to those products. 
 
Any certification labelling on products for sale in Australia shall be of sufficient size, 
clarity of wording and prominence on the packaging such that any person with 
reasonable, but less than perfect, vision may be able to determine exactly what such 
labelling represents - thus allowing the purchaser to make an informed decision as to 
whether such items meets their needs. 
There may be a desire for multiple language support - but that shall not reduce the needs 
outlined in the above paragraph. 
 
Goods containing Genetically Modified products, in part or in whole, or derived from GM 
products shall be clearly identified. 
 
3. It is apparent, upon research, that many companies, organizations and individuals in 
Australia are paying certification fees upon items for sale to consumers but that such items do not 
currently display any labelling information that allows a consumer to immediately discern that 
such is the case. 
This may lead consumers into purchasing a ‘certified’ item over a non-certified item when their 
choice may be for the latter but they are being deceived. 
 
If the current multiplicity of certification schemes are to continue, all companies, 
individuals and organizations, whether based in Australia or not and having products for 
sale in Australia or elsewhere shall be required to clearly indicate on item packaging on 
items for sale in Australia that certification fees have been paid upon that item and to 
which person or organization such fees have been paid. 
 Where no packaging for an item is required, such item shall at all times have a notice 
immediately adjacent thereto that clearly indicates such status, in such manner that leaves 
no room for doubt in the mind of the consumer. 
 



4. Current certification schemes may confuse consumers. 
 
Observation clearly indicates that current certification schemes simply do not provide 
enough information for Australian consumers to make informed purchasing decisions. 
Indeed, it could be rightly claimed that the lack of such information is deceptive and 
misleading for the general consumer. 
 
5. Certification fees paid by food producers, manufacturers and food & allied industries in 
general are not clear to the general public. 
 
These costs will (and must) add to the end costs for consumers - no competent business 
will continue to function without passing on such costs to consumers, notwithstanding 
any protestations to the contrary and without independent proof of such claims - it is a 
nonsense. 
Whilst the GST payment on goods and services and foods so affected will increase, the 
cumulative effect as it flows through the food chain seems to have been ignored by 
Government and must impact upon consumers. 
To claim ‘commercial in confidence’ upon certification fees is tantamount to blackmail of 
the greater Australian consumer public and the producers making such payments. 
 
6. Food certification schemes for export and the returns to producers may never have been 
thoroughly forensically audited.  
 
There should arise some doubt within the minds of producers as to the financial benefits 
of food certification schemes on exported items if they have bothered to do a cost/benefit 
analysis. 
Whether 'cost shifting' is practiced, so that Australian consumers bear an unfair 
proportion of the costs, is unknown - but needs to be forensically investigated. 
There must also arise a question as to why certification under a particular scheme must be 
paid for by the exporter or manufacturer when there is no need for such certification 
relative to the market to which such items are exported. 
Comprehensive investigations need to be undertaken to determine if a certification 
scheme applicable to a portion of the export market is actually being applied to both the 
total export market and also to the domestic market - and whether such scheme is 
deceptive and misleading insofar as it applies to markets that do not require such 
certification - indeed, it may even have a seriously negative effect upon markets that see 
such certification as objectionable, grossly offensive or a health risk. 
 
[Example - If all combination export/domestic abbatoirs have some or all kill floors aligned 
(by registered surveyors or other suitably qualified persons) with a religious site in the 
Middle East and specific religious practices are the only method adopted during the 
slaughtering process.]  
 
7. Audited public access documentation of certifiers doesn’t appear in official Government 
sources. 
 
The general public are unable to obtain official information upon the various certifiers, 
their policy and processes, fee structure & audited financial records. 
Should it be determined that the current (and no doubt future) certifiers be allowed to 
continue unabated there must be a credible methodology adopted that gives transparency 
and accountability to such processes - to do otherwise is less than desirable. 
 
8. Related matters. 
 
It appears that the various certification schemes have expanded considerably over recent 
years, to the detriment of the majority of Australian consumers. 



 
Perhaps there needs to be a further investigation into how and why this has transpired - 
perhaps even a Royal Commission into why a minority of consumers has managed to 
ensure the majority of Australian consumers are paying for their minority requirements, 
whether they be for perceived health benefits, for Religious conviction or for another 
reason or a combination of reasons. 
 
There appears to be a distinct need to determine whether much of the food, goods and 
services increasingly becoming subject to various forms of certification are the object of 
legitimate certification or not - and how this impacts upon the greater Australian 
community - and why ‘user pays’ is not applicable in all instances. 
 
Investigations need to be undertaken to determine if the majority of Australian consumers 
are being misled into believing their food is not subject to particular certification schemes 
when in fact the opposite is true and such information is deliberately or ’accidentally’ 
refrained from being marked upon packaging or accompanying loose products - and such 
deceptive practices impact upon their rights to make an informed decision in relation to 
any food they purchase. [As per this Inquiry] 
Fiscal penalties for non-disclosure should be substantial and strictly enforced by the 
legislature. 
 
If certification schemes as currently practised are upgraded to include better identification 
but are to continue unabated, retailers must be compelled by legislation to isolate goods 
into aisles (or sections of aisles or locations) of non-certified and certified goods and such 
aisles (or sections of aisles or locations) must be clearly marked in such fashion that any 
member of the public can be left in no doubt as to which aisles contain specified items. 
Penalties for non-compliance should apply. 
 
[It is noted that 'organic' products at supermarkets are clearly marked in the fresh produce 
sections and manufactured items are also displayed in specific sections, although it might 
be noted that some sections could contain much clearer signage] 
 
Non-compliance with package labelling (see T.o.R. 3. above) should attract mandatory 
removal from public sale, plus fiscal penalties - no exceptions. 
This particularly relates to meat and chicken products - but not pork. 
It would also apply to items sold from loose bulk containers. 
 
The old adage "What you don't know won't hurt you" should not apply when deceptive and 
misleading practices are undertaken against the majority of Australian consumers. 
 
Companies that are not food producers but who are paying certification fees upon goods 
and services that relate to food transport, storage and handling shall be required to 
publicise such certification in a manner that makes every member of the public aware of 
such payment as this is an additional cost to consumers - failure to comply should attract 
major fiscal penalties. 
[This seems to be an unwarranted inclusion in the 'certification' schemes, adding 
unnecessary costs] 
(But see paragraph below - which could partly meet this requirement) 
 
A public register of all companies, individuals, etc who pay certification fees and the 
organization to whom such fees are paid, including the quantum of such fees, should be 
available and easily accessible by the public - and should be updated on an 'as happens' 
basis in real time. 
Such companies, individuals, etc to bear the costs incurred in compiling and maintaining 
the register - although, ideally, the persons or organizations requiring certification should 
be responsible for all costs. 



 
Conclusion. 
 
I regret not having the education or cognitive ability to articulate my thoughts or observations in 
any better manner than as provided above and trust the Inquiry members have not found their 
time wasted by this submission which I tried to keep as brief as possible. 
 
Where there are errors or duplication of statements they may be attributed to old age. 
 
Should the committee feel the need for further and better particulars or clarification upon any of 
my observations I would be pleased to provide same. 
 
That the Senate members instituted this Inquiry is appreciated - something that has been long 
overdue. 
 
I sincerely hope that, when the Inquiry releases its findings and recommendations, it is of long 
term benefit to the majority of Australian consumers and that the committee members will have 
the intestinal fortitude to withstand any false, misleading or disparaging criticisms. 
 
As an elderly pensioner I find that I have to be keenly aware of my expenditure and have to 
live within my means, even if it means only having sufficient for one or two meals on 
alternate days - I do not appreciate unnecessary additional expense when trying to budget 
to survive, nor do I appreciate being compelled to subsidise those who have particular 
dietary requirements but who are not prepared to pay their way. 
 
Like most Australians (I presume), I expect that my Government will ensure I have the 
freedom to be able to choose to purchase and consume food that meets my personal 
requirements and that I am not 'forced', unwillingly, to not be able to make those choices. 
 
End. 
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The Halal certification industry needs greater scrutiny 
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Dear Senate Standing Committee on Economics,

With reference to the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about halal certifiers, the
 possibility that Australian businesses are unwittingly funding Islamic terrorism through this means concerns us
 greatly. We therefore ask the committee to ensure that our national security is not being compromised by
 permitting these schemes to operate in Australia.

Terrorist groups have been funded by the proceeds of Halal certification before. For example, in 2007 and 2008
 the Islamic Society of North America, an organisation involved in halal certification, was named by the Justice
 Department as a co-conspirator in two federal trials dealing with the financing of the terrorist group Hamas.
 Whilst no Australian groups have yet been implicated, many of the certifying bodies operating here are
 subsidiaries of overseas Islamic organisations making it very difficult to determine where some of the money
 ultimately ends up.

And the money Australian companies pay to Islamic certifying bodies is considerable. It is reported that fees
 range from as much as $300,000 a year for an abattoir, $40,000 for a chicken processor to $5000 for a suburban
 take-away. Even if only a small fraction of these sums are used for nefarious purposes, it would still amount to
 a significant funding source for terrorist groups and would materially increase the risk to Australian civilians
 and soldiers.

We therefore ask that the committee recommend that the Federal Government put in place mechanisms for
 more closely regulating and monitoring Australian Halal certification bodies, as well as their overseas parent
 bodies, to ensure that no portion of the considerable money paid to them by Australian businesses funds
 Islamic terrorism.

Yours faithfully,

Graeme and Magda Phipps

mailto:mmcgillivery@hotmail.com
mailto:Economics.Sen@aph.gov.au
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Senate Standing Committees on Economics 
PO Box 6100 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600 
 
July 28, 2015  
 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
This Submission in relation to Food Certification Schemes is presented by Peter Forde of 
OzUnited. 
 
I make this submission on behalf of the persons who subscribe to OzUnited, the 
organisation that I initiated a few years ago. 
 
Although our organisation is relatively small, in the matter of Islam’s relentless and, we 
believe, extremely dangerous encroachment into Australia – of which the rapid spread of 
the ‘Halal Certification’ concept is merely one small sign – our views are well aligned 
with those of a great majority of ‘ordinary’ Australians, who are typically described as 
the ‘silent majority.’ 
 
We therefore trust that you will read this submission with the sober understanding that in 
this document you are most definitely receiving a message that a very large majority of 
Australians would want to give you. 
 
Our submission specifically and only addresses the matter of Halal Food Certification 
within Australia, which, we who have the necessary knowledge know is the only scheme 
fraught with the danger of serious consequences for our nation’s well-being. 
 
To facilitate your understanding of our viewpoints, I have presented our perspectives in 
numbered sequence. 
 
ONE 
 

Australia’s longstanding principle of separation of church (i.e. religion) and 
state is highly relevant to this matter. 
 
Should the Australian government, by way of a law, endorse Halal Certification, 
then, by endorsing that specific religious belief, the government would be 
trampling on this nation’s core principle of governments not becoming involved 
in and certainly not being partisan about religious matters. 
 
Worse, the government would be very obviously enforcing a specific religious 
belief and religious practice upon all Australian citizens, of whom some 98% 
are not of that religious belief and, in the majority, vehemently opposed to it. 
 
Additionally, by not specifically declaring the concept of  Halal Certification to 
be illegal because the concept of Halal (see below) contravenes Australia’s core 



principle of not enforcing a specific religious belief and practice upon all of 
Australia’s citizens and well as not allowing religious discrimination within 
Australia, the Australia government would by default be allowing the Halal 
Certification to continue and become ever more widely imposed on the very 
people – that great majority – who abhor it..  
 
Therefore the Australian government would, by default, still be contravening the 
principle of a separation of church and state. 
 
Taking these facts into consideration, the only logical action for the government 
to take is to make illegal any form of Halal Certification and/or enforcement or 
coercion of companies and citizens to submit to Halal Certification 
requirements and payments. 
 
Such an action by the Australian federal government would be in complete 
accordance with the fundamental responsibility of the government to protect 
freedom of religious choice that is the birthright of every person born in 
Australia. 
 
Therefore, and conversely, should the Australian government not make Halal 
Certification illegal, then it will have been egregiously derelict in its sacred duty 
to protect the right of religious freedom of all Australians. 

 
 
TWO 
 

An Islamic (Sharia) rule is that Muslims are forbidden to partake of food in the 
name of  any god but Allah, all others being deemed by Muslims to be false.  
 
Enshrining into law, or even just by default allowing the Halal concept to exist 
in Australia  therefore is therefore enshrining or at least allowing a blatant 
disrespect of and discrimination against all non-Islamic religions within 
Australia. This would most definitely be in egregious and indeed wrongfully 
offensive contradiction of Australia’s core cultural values and principles. 

 
 
THREE 
 

Relative to Islam’s 1,400 existence, the idea of Halal Certification is something 
that happened “just yesterday” – i.e. approximately a mere 35 years ago.  
 
For all of the previous 1,365 years – including the time that Mohammed was 
alive and made the Islamic laws, there was no such thing as ‘Halal 
Certification.’   
 
For 1,365 years Muslims everywhere across the world had no problem 
accessing food that their faith deemed fit to eat. 
 



Nowhere in Islamic texts or even the Koran itself is any requirement for foods 
to be Halal-Certified. 
 
These facts alone brings into serious question the validity of  Halal 
Certification. We believe that they prove Halal Certification to be a massive 
scam being perpetrated upon Western societies with the specific purpose of, by 
intimidation, coercion or any other means possible, generating revenue for the 
determined advancement of Islam across the world. 
 
The logical question is, “why should Australia be bowing to a recently-invented 
and definitely not historically relevant cultural practice that self-evidences as 
having no genuine, longstanding claim of cultural relevance or validity?” 
 
Were the Australian government to condone and even make legal and enforce 
the Halal Certification principle in Australia, then it would have laid the 
foundations for similar demands by other racial or religious groups. Whether the 
demand was based on a historically-relevant cultural fact or a recently-dreamed-
up idea would obviously be irrelevant if those requirements were not applicable 
in the Halal Certification decision.. 
 
For example, if Halal Certification is condoned, how then would the 
government be able to justify its refusal for (by way of example only) all 
Aboriginal women to walk around with their breasts completely exposed, were 
they to assert that such was their longstanding tradition – indeed thousands of 
years longer-standing than the relatively recently-invented Halal Certification 
idea? 
 
To then refuse that Aboriginal demand – or any demands on the same grounds 
by any specific racial or religious group - would exhibit seriously discriminatory 
double-standards. 
 
When considering the fact that a great majority of Australians are vehemently 
opposed to paying that Halal cost, then these questions are greatly amplified. 

 
 
FOUR 
 

The question of what is being done with money generated by the Halal 
Certification has clearly not yet been acceptably answered. 
 
Additionally, there exists in the Islamic teachings the principle of ‘taqyyia’ 
which encourages Muslims to lie to and deceive non-Muslims if that will 
advance Islam’s interests. Therefore Australian authorities are faced with near-
impossible task of trying to follow the money trail. 
 
The question has to be asked. Why would the Islamic leaders in Australia be 
unwilling to ‘open their books’ to Australian authorities if their money-trail is 
legal and no wrongdoing was taking place? 
 



It is, however, becoming more widely realised that Islamic schools and 
Mosques in Australia are definitely promoting anti-Australian concepts and 
beliefs. That these schools – it is claimed by Muslims – are being in part funded 
by the proceeds of Halal Certification would suggest that revenues from Halal 
Certification – that is, money mostly being paid by non-Muslim Australian 
citizens – are being used to promote beliefs and ideas destructive to our nation’s 
wellness.  
 
Government approval of such a process – were it to be shown to be true – would 
be nothing less than suicidal treason.  

 
These unanswered questions and their associated realities very strongly point to 
the rational necessity for the truth to first be determinedly uncovered regarding 
what is being done with revenues generated by Halal Certification. 
 
We believe that the terms of reference for this enquiry restricts it from being 
able to uncover those truths. 
 
But for any government to approve of or condone Halal Certification without 
diligent investigation to uncover the genuine ‘money trail’  is irresponsibility of 
the worst kind. 

 
FIVE 

 
Australia has a long history of successful integration of immigrants, more 
specifically the Greeks, Italians, British and South Africans. 
  
A fundamental of Australia's approach has been the non-negotiable expectation 
that all immigrants must adapt to, accept, embrace and promote amongst 
themselves Australian cultural values, principles and laws.  
  
Unstated but definitely and very obviously implied is that, in the event of any 
clash or contradiction, they must abandon their cultural values in favour of 
Australian values. 
 
Never before has an Australian government even considered, let alone passed, 
any law that is to the specific advantage or benefit of any specific religious, 
cultural, ethnic or racial group. 
  
In this way, for all of its history, Australia's cultural values – most specifically, 
in this instance, the equal treatment of all citizens and equal respect for the 
rights of all citizens - were protected and preserved undiluted and certainly not 
degraded or destroyed by allowing contrary and completely foreign values or 
principles to override ours.. 
  
That has been excellent policy. The result is that we did not have suburbs 
becoming "Greek enclaves" or "Italian Ghettoes".  
  



Australia does not have whole neighbourhoods featuring a majority of shops 
displaying sign writing only in Greek or Italian.  
  
Indeed, apart from the trendy image uncommonly projected by some high-
fashion business - typically women's clothing or a restaurant - all businesses 
owned by Greek or Italian descendants today are totally "Australian" in every 
way. 
  
Such unity is critical to any nation's well-being.  
  
Diversity is division. Division is being divided. 
  
History has repeatedly proved that a nation divided is a nation that will fall. 
  
We did not have Greeks or Italians marching in the streets protesting that we 
need to have new laws based on the laws in Greece or Italy, or demanding that 
Greek or Italian become a recognised language in Australia or any expectation 
that Greek or Italian mores and viewpoints be imposed upon all Australians. 
  
If Australians decided that pasta, souvlaki – and more recently, sushi or sweet-
and-sour -  was worth eating it was because they chose to, not because they 
were forced to. 
  
As a consequence of Australia's previous expectations of immigrants, the 
Greeks and the Italians have seamlessly integrated into and accepted Australia's 
cultural values, principles and laws. 
  
The principle that immigrants must adapt to, embrace and promote Australian 
values amongst themselves is a vital component of and fundamental to the very 
foundations of Australian cultural principles and values. As a rock-solid, never 
before challenged principle, it has for one hundred years or more admirably 
served to protect and sustain core Australian values.  
  
Allowing the Islamic concept of Halal certification to be practised here would 
constitute complete abandonment of  this literally sacrosanct Australian 
principle; an abdication - possibly in treasonous contravention of the Australian 
Constitution - of Australia's long-standing cultural values in deference to those 
demanded by a totally foreign immigrant group who embrace clearly stated, 
often repeated and indeed seriously seditious beliefs that intend to one day 
overthrow Australian democracy and either kill or enslave Australians (i.e. our 
children and grandchildren!). 
 

(Please note:  Any non-Muslim committee member who 
disagrees with or challenges the assertions within the 
previous paragraph is demonstrating – proving – that he or 
she does not know nearly enough about Islamic law, 
principles and objectives. As such, that committee member 
evidences that, by virtue of lack of knowledge regarding 
the subject, he or she is grossly unqualified to be a member 



of any committee investigation anything to do with 
Muslims, Islam and Islamic teachings and principles.)    

  
Once the door of Halal Certification is, by way of formal government approval, 
opened even just slightly, it can never be closed. Worse, a precedent would have 
been set that would ensure that further demands - and further degradation and 
destruction of Australian values  - will be both inevitable and impossible to 
rationally refute. 
  
Therefore, this is a decision not merely about Halal certification, it is a decision 
as to whether we now abandon Australia's longstanding cultural values and 
practices and, ultimately, Australian laws in favour of cultural values, principles 
and practices not only foreign to but grossly inimical to our nation's cultural 
history. 
 
To condone or even just by default allow the subtle enforcement of any belief of 
immigrants - who are, to boot, a very small minority - upon a great majority of 
Australian citizens who strongly reject it, is to be doing something that, in 
Australia's long history as a free and democratic nation, has never happened 
before. 

 
SIX 
 

With regard to the question of the importance of food certification schemes in 
relation to export market access and returns to producers, we have a question 
that is short on words but long on principle. 
 
“What benefit for Australia to enrich itself – which has in fact now become 
impossible - by selling to the world, when doing that would assure Australia’s 
own social self-destruction? 

 
In closing, we respectfully petition the committee to consider a most important and 
highly relevant reality:  in the past the Australian government has done many things right, 
made many good decisions.  
 
However, certain decisions were also made that, at the time, seemed like a ‘good idea’ 
but subsequently permanent and irrevocable damage was realised had been done to 
some or other aspect of our national well-being. 
 
For example, when the government of the day decided to allow the importation of cane 
toads or lantana, it did not have enough knowledge to envision and understand the 
enormous and ongoing consequential damage.  
 
Australia today, generally speaking and certainly our political and bureaucratic leaders, 
does not have enough knowledge and understanding of Islam – in no small part due to 
gross naivety combined with the Islamic practise of ‘taqyyia’ – to be making decisions 
that (a) will not be reversible and (b) judged by the experiences of many other Western 
nations, have the potential to inflict serious long-term damage upon our national well 
being. 



 
We believe that any decision regarding Halal Certification is highly relative to a much 
‘bigger picture’ of what is unfolding in Australia vis-à-vis Islam’s progress here. It is a 
picture that can only be properly understood after much diligent and honest study of 
Islam – from independent, non-Muslin sources because one cannot know whether any 
Muslim presentation regarding Islam is or is not taqyyia in action. 
 
To facilitate the knowledge and understanding of Islam and Islamic goals – including 
within Australia – we are mailing sufficient copies of the quick-read book “The Story of 
Mohammed” for each committee member to be able to very quickly and effectively 
‘come up to speed’ as to what exactly Mohammed commanded that, to this very day, 
ALL Muslims are, on pain of death, expected to unquestioningly obey. 
 
And, in the case of what are dishonestly described as ‘extremists’ or ‘terrorists’, 
unquestioningly DO obey to the very letter. 
 
In closing, we literally beg yourselves to exercise great caution in ensuring that you do 
not make the same in principle error of ignorance of consequences as was made with 
allowing and even facilitating the establishment of various fauna and flora that are now 
causing irreversible damage to our country. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Peter Forde 
www.ozunited.info 
On behalf of at least tens of thousands – and probably millions – of a ‘silent majority’ of 
Australians who, supported by overwhelming evidence of the experiences of other 
nations, are ever-increasingly deeply concerned about Islamic encroachment within 
Australia. 

http://www.ozunited.info/
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From:
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: The Inquiry into Third Party Certification of Food
Date: Tuesday, 28 July 2015 11:49:19 PM

To Whom it may concern,
                                        I wish to voice my opinion in relation to certification of food. My main concern is that
 if a food manufacturer decides to pay for a certification, it should be CLEARLY LABELLED at the point of
 sale. The consumer cannot make an informed decision on the products they wish to purchase unless these
 certifications are clearly defined on the label. As the Federal Govt. is bringing in new content labelling I
 believe it is an excellent time to incorporate extra information into the label.

I am concerned about the amount of products with religious certification. As an example I am lead to believe
 ALL Australian sugar is halal certified. I am aware of only one major Australian milk brand that is not halal
 certified. By my research, 80% of coffee from the supermarket is Halal Certified. Where is the consumers right
 to choice?

I am against religious certification of food. I don’t care if its Kosher or Halal or anything else. I don’t need it
 and I don’t believe I should have to pay for it. I don’t give money to the Catholic Church, I don’t want to fund
 Jewish or Islamic organisations with my food purchases, I have concerns over where the money goes. I do not
 want to fund synagogues, mosques or religious schools, I have concerns over charities the certifying authorities
 distribute funds to.

I would like the certification industry to be transparent. Currently that is not the case and this leads to rumour
 and innuendo. I am aware that not all certifiers are private businesses but i believe there should be basic
 reporting standards that indicate how much income is derived from certification and where the money goes.

I would support the establishment of a government run certification body for export products including meat.

Its 2015, we should be slaughtering animals according to worlds best practice. Animals should be irreversibly
 stunned and we should not be exporting animals to places where slaughter standards are less than ours.We
 should be value adding in Australia and export packaged meat only.

I am also concerned that halal certification in the meat processing industry is marginalising non muslim meat
 workers. If every abattoir were to be halal certified what then for non muslim meatworkers?

If certification was free and clearly labelled, I feel most of the problems associated with certification would go
 away. Remove the money, remove the problem.

Thankyou for allowing me the opportunity to express my opinions. I hope that the rights of Australian
 consumers gets placed above the vested interests of the various stakeholders.

Kirk Scott

mailto:Economics.Sen@aph.gov.au
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Economics, Committee (SEN) 
Expressing my concern. 
Wednesday, 29 July 2015 8:01:03 AM

Senate Economic References Committee.

Good morning .

re:  THE TAIL WAGGING THE DOG

I would like to express my concern about halal certification.

 I would like to say, I don't like the way I am being discriminated against by HAVING to buy a product which
 has been blessed by a God who I will never bow my head to.

If I want a certain product, then I go to a certain shop to look for it.   This minority should do the same.

 Why do we have to consume what this minority needs?

Muslims are charging us a tax for the food we eat !
We should be able to see some sort of  CLEAR marking  on the packaging saying it is HALAL.   Our freedom
 of choice is being abused.

Or......PUT HALAL PRODUCTS IN A SEPARATE PART OF THE SHOOP SO WE AN AVOID IT !.

Thank you for taking the time to read my submission.

Anne Kretschmann.

mailto:annetonyk@gmail.com
mailto:Economics.Sen@aph.gov.au
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From: Margie Wells 
Sent: Tuesday, 28 July 2015 6:15 PM
To: SeniorClerk, Committee (SEN)
Subject: To The Senate enquiry for Halal Certification

To The Senate enquiry for Halal Certification
As a Christian I believe we are all equal before god and have no bias towards any other race but what is going
 on is a disgrace.   The ACCC intervenes when Coles and Woolworths exercise such conduct.   The State
 Government  intervened to stop the Bikies terrorising innocent people, but this practice regarding halal food
 has gone on for so long without any intervention from the authorities.  Jews, Seventh Day Adventist have much
 stricter beliefs when it comes to diet than Muslims in that they comply with all the laws God decreed in respect
 of food but you never hear a word from them as they are peace loving people who get along with their fellow
 human beings.

Muslims are entitled to eat how they wish and have no problem with producers putting halal certifications on
 their products, BUT on the condition the Muslim society should pay the manufacturer to do this, NOT What is
 happening now, where literally a fortune is being forced from manufacturers which the rest of Australians have
 to pay for.

What is happening here is dishonest and plan blatant FRAUD. It is conduct akin to the Mafia.  These funds
 gained from Halal certification has absolutely no audit trails to where the money goes.   It's not a religious
 requirement for Muslims anyway,  if you read the Qaran, Muslims just need to pray over their food much the
 same way as Catholics say Grace before their meal is eaten.

Halal Certification is just the beginning of Sharia Law.  Please look at exactly what halal certification is doing
 to our country and world wide.    It would not surprise if the funds Australians paying through Halal
 Certification is being used to fund our very own destruction.     Funding world wide terrorism.

Regards

Margie Wells

I do not want my address made public thank you

I

Sent from my iPad

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=HARDIMANC
mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=SENIORCLERK
mailto:Economics.Sen@aph.gov.au
mailto:gidgie01@optusnet.com.au
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From: Steve Marshall  
Sent: Wednesday, 29 July 2015 10:58 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Hallal certification

Good day Sirs.

I write with respect to the above noted inquiry and submit my thoughts as follows.

1) I suggest that since the matter of Hallal certification is one of religious preference, the
users of the product are beneficiaries by virtue not of the qualities but its’ history .
  Users of the product not having interest in the said certification should not have to bear
 a financial burden in order to support the ideas of others.

2) I suggest that  legislation be enacted  which either
a) Exempts owners of a MARK from benefiting where all consumers are unable to

benefit either from the display of such or in the sharing of the benefits of the
ownership.

b) Obligate MARKS, where affixed to be clear and in plain sight

Thank you for the opportunity to contribute to the enquiry

Kind regards,

Steve Marshall 

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au
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From: Fay Dalton  
Sent: Wednesday, 29 July 2015 11:19 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal Certification

I feel very strongly about the Halal certification and the 'rip off'  of companies paying for the 'privilege'.

Apart from the financial rort, my concern is - where is the money really being sent and for what use?'

Pressure should not be put onto any organisation, or manufacturer by these Islamist, to pay for
 something which has nothing to do with the Muslim culture or how an animal should be killed.  What
 has it got to do with cat litter, or bottled water?

Would we be allowed to do something similar in an Islamic country?  We are soft and stupid, and I am
 at a lost to know what has happened to our country.

regards

Fay Dalton

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au
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Halal submission addenda. 
 
The halal certification acts as a Muslim tax on all Australians, Muslim or not.  
Unless halal products are CLEARY LABELLED and stored in a separate section 
such as Woolworths does for Kosher products, non-Muslims are effectively 
paying for a ‘service’ which they do not use, and actually find reprehensible (i.e. 
the dedication of slaughtered animals to a non-Christian deity)  This is patently 
unfair and underhand. 
 
If Muslims wish to purchase halal foods, they should pay for them, not the other 
98% of non-Muslim Australians.  Jewish people buy kosher and pay for it and 
don’t expect other people to fork out.  Non Jews of course can by kosher if they 
wish, but the do so KNOWINGLY.  For Jews, Kosher is essential and a religious 
requirement.  This is why they are prepared to pay for it.  For muslims, halal food 
and other products are not essential requirements and they are now expecting 
non-muslims to pay for it.   
 
There are other more serious concerns regarding the flooding of our 
supermarkets with unmarked (or so minutely marked as to be almost invisible to 
the naked eye) halal products.  We are quite within our rights to ask: where does 
all the money raised by this halal taxation go?  Can it be guaranteed not to go to 
funding terrorism?   
 
Islamic scholars have been quoted saying that they will conquer the West by 
introducing sharia compliant laws and that halal certification is one means.  
From halal food, they move then to demand halal delivery vans, halal paddocks, 
halal trucks, halal fence posts etc all the way down the chain – and I very much 
doubt if non-Muslims will be ‘allowed’ to drive the trucks, build the fences etc in 
just the same way as non-Muslims can’t work in halal abattoirs.  Jobs for the 
(Islamic) boys! 
 
At a recent meeting of the Islamic Global Halal Congress held in Pakistan, the Grand 
Mufti of Bosnia, Mustafa Ceric called upon all Muslims to: 
 
 “Conquer the world through the Halal movement, as Halal means pure and 
hygienic and the non-Muslim world will have no choice but to accept it.”  
He went on to say, “The Halal certification movement has the strength to 
lead Muslims to rule the global economy, as food and other services are the 
basic need of every human being”. 
 
Australia does not want any part of sharia – these laws are completely 
incompatible with Western democracy and have no place in our land. 
 
Only the government has the power to tax and this is so as to deliver services to 
all citizens.  Halal taxtation benefits only the Muslim certifiers and goodness 
knows what they do with the huge amounts of money raised – without any good 
reason --  from gullible and naïve Australian producers. 
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Lynn Harrop 

  

 

 

28th July 2015 

  

Dear Sir/Madam 

 RE: THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATION FOOD INQUIRY 

 I would like to add my submission to the inquiry regarding third party certification of foods. My concern is with HALAL 
certification on foods that are naturally halal. (Permitted) 

 TERMS OF REFERENCE OF INQUIRY 

 1. The extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not limited to, schemes 
related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and general food safety certification schemes; 

So many foods are currently CERTIFIED halal it’s almost impossible to go shopping and avoid buying any Halal – C 
products.   Most products do not carry any Halal mark so I shop with the Halalchoices app which takes so long and in 
some instances ie buying butter at aldi is impossible because all brands are certified.   I appreciate that different 
religions have different dietary requirements which is why NONE should be certified and instead there should be 
speciality stores to accommodate these minority needs.     

2. Current labelling requirements of food certification schemes; 

 There doesn't seem to be any labelling guidelines whatsoever.  Most products that have halal certification do not have 
labelling so to avoid HALAL- C foods is quite difficult.  It seems to me like everything is being CERTIFIED and the fees 
collected from gullible companies are being passed on to us, the consumer.   I can guarantee you the majority of 
Australians especially older Australians have no idea what the word HALAL means let alone what HALAL -C means to 
their hip pocket! 

Most companies are not labelling their products halal despite having paid for the CERTIFICATION so how this is a 
marketing campaign or beneficial in any way in regards to sales is baffling. 

 I am truly astounded this has been allowed to flourish it’s a cunning, deceitful rort on all Australians including 
Muslims.   I cannot begin to tell you how absolutely disgusted and ashamed of our government I am for allowing this 
sort of blatant thievery to continue and not just this government but the governments before as well who have 
remained gutless and clueless to what is going on around them. 

 3. The need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees; 

 I believe we have absolutely NO NEED to have halal-c foods in Australia.  I don't believe we should lower our animal 
welfare standards to meet a market like the Middle East or Malaysia and Indonesia where animal welfare is almost 
non-existent.    We should concentrate on producing the best product we can.  I understand when cattle and other 
animals are slaughtered using any of the current two "halal" methods the animals stress hormones impact on the 
quality of the meat.  What does that say about us as a country?  Are we have to throw our principles in the rubbish tip 
for extra exports?  

 



4. Whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make informed 
purchasing decisions; 

 Current schemes do not provide enough information for me to make an informed choice.  I wish to avoid all halal 
certified products totally.  I do not wish to financially support Islam for not even 1 cent.  It is not my religion and it’s not 
a religion I support. 

 5. Details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and the potential for 
these to impact on prices for consumers; 

Anyone in business always recoups the costs of the goods and business through product pricing.  Anyone who says 
the prices are not passed onto the consumer is lying.  Once you understand this basic rule of business it’s impossible 
to see how certification does NOT impact prices. 

All certification impacts the pricing, we see the heart tick (amongst the dearest certificates I hear) which benefits ALL 
consumers, we know how that is supposed to help our health but there are NO health benefits with HALAL.  In fact I 
suspect quite the opposite, I would love to see studies on the impact of high levels of stress hormones in meat and the 
effect on the human glandular system.   

 6. The importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and returns to producers; 

I understand the halal certificate helps export markets but if its at a cost to the domestic market I would say 
concentrate on markets that don't put that impost onto our country, our producers and our people.   We produce good 
quality, clean and healthy products if we have to lower our standards to meet a market I say we should be asking that 
market to up their standards or concentrate on emerging markets who want our excellent product. 

 7. The extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including, but not limited to, 
certification processes, fees and financial records; and any related matters. 

 As we can see from submission number 205 from Abdul Ayan where he states " 

It is fair to say that halal certification, and particularly how certifiers practice it, has many deep 
seated problems. Their audit and supervision as well as their service provision are poor. There are 
also credible reports that some engage in corrupt, unethical and improper practices. The system 
allows them to do so and some therefore take full advantage of it. Halal certification has been widely 
described by leading members of the Muslim community, aptly in view, as a cash cow whose 
function is to collect as much money as possible in exchange for little or no provision of services 
beyond signing and issuing certificates." 

As we can see from that above statement HALAL-C is a cash cow and what more proof does this inquiry 
need to see that as consumers are getting hit they are recoiling and spending less.  We refuse to be a cash 
cow for a religion we do not support nor trust.   

 In conclusion, I would like to state, it seems HALAL-C is not content with fleecing us through our foods, 
but also through transport, medicines, plastics etc etc in fact anything they can possible encourage people 
to certify they will. 

It is time for the government to reflect the thinking people of this country and go into bat for what is right 
and what is just.  We can see from the UK and their halal situation the push is on for no stunning in any 
abattoirs, here in Australia we have the WA Islamic society stating they oppose stunning. 

 I oppose all of it.  Along with 80,000 other people on the facebook page "boycott Halal".  Not only that 
but every other Australian that I spoke to have never heard of HALAL.  When I explain what it is, they are 
absolutely gobsmacked our government would allow such a thing. 



I am also disgusted our government would allow only MALE MUSLIM SLAUGHTER-MEN to be hired 
in the majority of abattoirs.  Does this mean we now allow discrimination in the workplace? 

 I would hope the Inquiry will address all the matters in way that is the best outcome for all Australians, I 
hope they take into account Australia's multi-faith, multi-race and multi-culture populace and realize that 
no group should be forcing their ideas, beliefs, ideologies and thoughts onto others.   

 Thank you 

 

Lynn Harrop 
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From: Rosemary 
Sent: Wednesday, 29 July 2015 12:41 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal certification.

Many concerned Australians will be covering this in more detail than time and space allow to me, so I want to
 concentrate on the sheer absurdity of a situation in which a tiny minority of religious adherents wish to impose
 their nonsense on the whole country. My particular beef with this is halal certification of pet food.
My cats are not observant Muslims. Even if they were, their preferences would not be indulged by me. Muslims
 do not keep dogs, because Mohammed despised them and ordered that the dogs in his jurisdiction should be
 killed when the presence in his home of a puppy prevented his pet angel from visiting him. They do not keep
 cats either. Cats are despised in the Middle East, and in the rest of Islam, and although plentiful, are not pets. I
 do not suppose that Muslims would be greatly tempted to eat pet food themselves nor give it to their children.
 So what is the point of halal certification if it is not a racket to extort money from well-meaning Australians
 who believe they are somehow "doing the right thing" by a small irreconcilable minority who will never extend
 the same courtesy to Christians, Jews and atheists?
Muslims are not permitted to consume alcohol, blood, nor pork. Anything else can be eaten provided the
 adherent says "bismillah" first.
Halal certification adds to the costs of food, which is something everyone, no matter how poor, needs every day.
 These costs feed into inflation, which governments like to complain about, as does everyone else. And there is
 no accounting to the governments of Australia nor to the Australian people for the imposition of these costs,
 nor do we have any reason to suppose that these fees will go anywhere except into the pockets of those who
 intend that Islam shall rule the world, ASAP. We are all being conned.
I recommend that halal certification must be declared on every food label where it exists, and that information
 on halal certification shall be available to all customers through the websites and advertising of all halal
 compliant companies, with no exceptions permitted.
Australia is supposed to be a democracy. Who voted for halal certification in this country? Nobody did. Which
 political party went to the last election, or any election, promising us all the "blessing" of halal certification if
 we were good? No party did. Where is the freedom of choice in this imposition? Nowhere. Where is the respect
 for religious convictions held by Jews and Christians, whose religions both forbid the eating of food offered to
 idols. (Muslims do not worship the God of Abraham. They worship the ancient Mesopotamian moon god,
 whose name in Arabic is Al Allah. Does that sound familiar? Of course it does. That's why Muslims have
 crescents on everything.)
Australians do not need halal certification and it should never have been foisted upon them. The sooner action is
 taken to remove it wherever and whenever it does not apply, the better off everyone will be. Muslims have
 misused the freedoms Australia has given them to remove the freedoms of others. This should stop.
Written and sent by : Mrs Rosemary F Capon Steineck, , , , 
 , email address : 

Sent from my iPad
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Submission	  on	  food	  certification	  schemes	  
	  
	  
I	  am	  writing	  this	  submission	  to	  request	  a	  change	  in	  the	  current	  labeling	  
requirements	  for	  products	  and	  services.	  	  
As	  an	  Australian	  consumer	  I	  would	  like	  to	  have	  the	  right	  to	  make	  an	  informed	  
decision	  on	  the	  products	  I	  purchase.	  I	  feel	  that	  at	  the	  moment,	  with	  the	  current	  
regulations,	  I	  am	  not	  able	  to	  do	  so.	  	  
	  
My	  main	  concerns	  are:	  
	  

1. The	  lack	  of	  labeling	  on	  halal	  certified	  products.	  I	  understand	  that	  this	  
certification	  is	  a	  religious	  ritual,	  and	  as	  I	  do	  not	  follow	  that	  religion,	  their	  
certified	  products	  should	  not	  be	  forced	  upon	  me.	  I	  have	  the	  right	  to	  
choose.	  	  

2. I	  worry	  that	  the	  extra	  cost	  involved	  in	  certifying	  products	  is	  passed	  onto	  
my	  grocery	  bill	  and	  me.	  I	  would	  like	  more	  clarity	  on	  this	  issue.	  At	  the	  
moment,	  companies	  who	  pay	  certification	  are	  not	  required	  to	  label	  their	  
products	  as	  certified.	  	  There	  is	  no	  information	  on	  their	  products	  or	  on	  
their	  websites,	  so	  I	  cannot	  make	  an	  informed	  decision	  on	  my	  purchases.	  	  

3. I	  would	  like	  more	  transparency	  and	  regulation	  regarding	  the	  process	  of	  
certification,	  fees	  and	  financial	  records	  of	  the	  certifying	  bodies.	  There	  is	  a	  
lack	  of	  information	  regarding	  the	  reason	  for	  such	  certification	  and	  
whether	  this	  certification	  discriminates	  other	  people’s	  believes	  and	  
choices.	  	  

4. Lastly,	  I	  am	  concerned	  about	  animal	  welfare	  when	  animals	  are	  
slaughtered	  according	  to	  Islamic	  rituals.	  I	  would	  like	  clear	  labeling	  on	  
meat	  that	  has	  come	  from	  abattoirs	  where	  halal	  slaughter	  is	  practiced.	  As	  a	  
non-‐Muslim	  I	  do	  not	  wish	  to	  be	  subjected	  to	  unwanted	  religious	  practices.	  	  

	  
Thank	  you	  very	  much	  for	  your	  attention	  and	  for	  having	  and	  enquiry	  on	  this	  very	  
important	  matter.	  
	  
Yours	  faithfully,	  
	  
Claudia	  Sarria	  Orejuela	  

	  

Ph:	   	  
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Economics, Committee (SEN)
Halal labelling of meat should be made mandatory 
Wednesday, 29 July 2015 2:05:33 PM

Dear Senators,

Thank you for conducting an inquiry into food certification schemes. We particularly wish to address halal
 certification of meat and its labelling in Australia.

As Christians, we do not want to be buying Halal meat, as it is sacrificed tot he Muslim god "Allah", and we
 would prefer not to buy and eat this meat.

We would appreciate know which meat is halal, and which isn't, so that we are able to make an informed
 choice.

We believe that halal slaughtered meat should be required to be clearly labelled. We therefore ask the
 committee to recommend that clear ‘halal’ labelling of all meat products is made mandatory in Australia,
 whether the meat is sold raw or as part of the ingredients in prepared dishes.

Yours sincerely,

Jeremy and Rachel Hopwood

mailto:hopwood07@hotmail.com
mailto:Economics.Sen@aph.gov.au
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Submission to the Australian Senate Enquiry regarding Third Party 

Certification of Food 
 

Submitted by 
 

Mrs Jill Black 
 

 
 

Tel:  
 
 
Introduction 
 
The aim of this submission is to seek the Senate Committee’s support to address the 
issue as to whether religious certification on food and consumables required by a 
minority group and imposed on mainstream Australians is both necessary and legal.   
 
The Australian Constitution states that Australia is a secular nation yet here we have 
a religious ideology that seeks not only to impose itself on others but holds its beliefs 
and laws to be above the laws of our nation.  Moreover, it seeks to impose covert 
certification thus precluding Australian consumers the right to make an informed 
choice. 
 
According to the Qur’an all things are halal unless Allah and his messenger 
Mohammed have said it is haram (not permissible).  The Qur’an is quite specific in 
stating what is haram but nowhere does it state that a fee is required in order to 
make anything halal.  
 
Conclusion 
 
Halal certification is not a requirement of the Qur’an or Hadiths and payment made 
for certification for halal goods is not required.   Furthermore it is unconstitutional for 
one religious group to impose itself on others and to hold itself above all others.   
 
Halal certification is no longer about what is permissible for Muslims, but rather about 
branding and stamping by Islamic certifiers for the benefit of the certifiers.   
Companies that have succumbed to halal certification have done so in a covert 
manner and not clearly labeled their products with the halal symbol.   
 
Australian consumers must be given the freedom of choice to decide whether or not 
they wish to fund any religious practice through the purchase of their everyday 
groceries and other goods. All certified goods, whether halal or kosher must be 
clearly labeled so that consumers can make an informed choice.    
 



Religious methods of slaughter should meet the standards set by the RSPCA with no 
exceptions. 
 
If Islamic countries seek to ensure that products imported from Australia are halal 
then the certification fee should be added to the products at the point of export only.   
 
Certification should be carried out under the auspices of an Australian Government 
agency with all certification fees going into Government consolidated revenue and 
used for the benefit of all Australians.   
 
Background 
 
Muslims have been eating halal according to the Qur’an’s teaching for 1,400 years.  
Neither the Qur’an nor the Hadiths require money to be paid out in fees for halal 
certification.  Halal certification is not part of recorded Islamic Law but rather a recent 
business concept that started in the 1970’s in the USA.  Halal means permissible and 
everything on earth is halal with the exception of what Allah and his messenger 
Mohammed say is haram (not permissible).   The Qur’an indicates in (5:5) 13 that 
“Today all good things have been made lawful to you.  The food of the Ahlul Kitab 
(Christian) is lawful for you as your food is for them”. (Surat Al-Maidah 5:88) states “Eat 
of that which Allah hath bestowed on you as food that is lawful and wholesome’.  “All 
foods are initially acceptable unless you are absolutely certain it is not”. Reliance of 
Traveller j 16.1.  
 
The meat of all animals may be eaten with the exception of fish without scales, 
carrion, blood and swine, carnivorous animals, animals not slaughtered in 
compliance with Islamic ritual, birds of prey, and animals killed by accident. There 
are no restrictions on what organs or parts of the carcass may be eaten.  
 
The interpretation of haram, as outlined in the Qur’an relates to non-permissible 
items such as meat, meat by-products, alcohol and foods contaminated with any of 
these products.   Why then are items, already ‘halal’ incurring a certification fee?  
Today almost everything attracts a halal certification fee even if it is already halal. 
 
Certification within the domestic market is not necessary.  Muslims are already 
aware of what is permissible and what isn’t and the general Australian population 
most of whom follow other religions or creeds should not be subjected to a religious 
tax.   
 
The halal method of slaughter for animals is inhumane and barbaric and totally 
unacceptable to mainstream Australians.  The slaughtering of any animal should be 
carried out in a humane manner with as little stress to the animal as possible.  
Australian laws state that the animal must be stunned first and yet we are allowing 
the Islamic method of slaughter to be undertaken in Australia abattoirs. 
 
Halal certification has become a massive global industry raising billions of dollars per 
year.  In Australia alone there are around thirty ‘certifiers’ many of who are 



individuals who have become ‘halal millionaires’ and who are not recognized by the 
Islamic Council of Australia.   
  
As Muslims, certifiers are obliged by Islamic law to give Zakat to Islamic causes. 
Zakat, an Islamic tax, is distributed among 8 categories, and amounts to 2.5% of a 
Muslim’s wealth per year. One of the most important of those categories is the 
support of those fighting for Allah -  “people engaged in Islamic military operations for 
whom no salary is allotted”.  In other words volunteers for Jihad.   Zakat cannot be 
given to non-Muslims. 
 
Halal certification is a very often a covert operation where companies are bound by 
secrecy agreements. Halal certified products are not clearly labeled.  Without this 
labeling consumers do not have a choice when it comes to purchasing halal certified 
goods or consumables.  As Australian consumers we have a right to clear and 
accurate information about the food we are consuming. Food producers are already 
obliged to clearly label their products with such information as: 
 
• What ingredients it contains, 
• Whether there may be traces of nuts, 
• How many calories they contain, 
• How much fat they contain, 
• How animals are treated in the course of production (free range eggs etc.). 
 
Australian consumers must have the right to know whether they are buying items on 
which a religious certification fee has been paid for the following reasons: 
 
1. We may be paying more than we have to, 
2. It may be violating our personal religious beliefs.  Many ethnic and religious 

groups will not eat Halal products. For example Sikhs and Hindus will not eat 
Halal slaughtered animals as it is considered to be Kuttha. 

3. It may be violating our beliefs about animal welfare. 
 
When the Australian government introduced the Goods and Services Tax food items 
were exempt.  In its place the general Australian population has now been subjected, 
covertly, to paying an illegal religious tax not only food but also most other 
consumables.   Only the Australian Government has the right to levy taxes in 
Australia and food certification fees (tax) for religious purposes should be forbidden 
for that reason alone.   
 
Australia is a secular nation and as such no one religion should in any way impose 
itself on the majority of the population.  If Muslims (and Jews) wish to have ‘special’ 
conditions imposed on food items it must be to their cost only.   
  
Halal certification in Islamic countries such as Indonesia and Malaysia is undertaken 
by their respective governments, not a myriad of ‘certifiers’.  The same should hold 
good for Australia where certification should be carried out under the auspices of a 
Federal Government department with all certification fees going into Consolidated 



Revenue where it can be use for the benefit of all Australians.   
 
If Islamic countries seek to ensure that products imported from Australia are halal 
then the certification fee should be added to the products at the point of export only.  
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SUBMISSION TO THE ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE FOR THE 

ENQUIRY INTO  

THIRD PARTY FOOD CERTIFICATION SCHEMES 

 

My thanks to Senator Cory Bernardi for his initiative and tenacity in making this happen. 

 

PREAMBLE 

Firstly - I am fourth generation Australian (my mother’s forbears settled from England and 

Ireland in the Adelaide Hills in the late 1830s. 

Secondly, I maintain Christian values as my family has done before me. I don’t attend church 

to learn what they are, or to learn how to practice them. 

Thank you Senators for commissioning this Enquiry into Third Party Certification of Food. 

To say that I became appalled and disgusted when I started to research these issues 

towards the end of 2014 would be a gross understatement. 

Because of its gravity with respect to Australia’s democratic system defined by our 

Constitution and (supposedly) implemented by our Parliamentary system, in January – 

February this year I provided my Local Member (Alex Hawke - Mitchell) with the material in 

Attachment ‘A’ so he could raise it in Parliament, which he agreed to do, in particular in 

regard to the abuse of our Constitution. 

Therefore I am encouraged by your enquiry. 

Section116 of Australia’s Constitution says: 

116. The Commonwealth shall not make any law for establishing any religion, or for 
imposing any religious observance, or for prohibiting the free exercise of any religion, 
and no religious test shall be required as a qualification for any office or public trust 
under the Commonwealth. 

Which I interpret as four Commitments: 

1. The Commonwealth shall not make any law for establishing any religion; 

2. The Commonwealth shall not make any law for imposing any religious observance; 

3. The Commonwealth shall not make any law for prohibiting the free exercise of any 

religion; 

4. No religious test shall be required as a qualification for any office or public trust 

under the Commonwealth. 

As an Australian citizen I say that Commitments 2 and 3 are being ruthlessly breached by 

the Government’s failure to honour them, for decades it seems.  

This is un-Constitutional and un-Australian. 
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SOME SUBMISSIONS STATISTICS 

Firstly, some statistics regarding submissions received to date: 

Received: 596 

Accepted: 500 

Rejected: 96 

In favour of reform: 470 

Against reform or ambivalent: 27 

From non-Muslim consumers: 470 

From Muslim consumers: Nil 

From others: 3 

 

SOME OBSERVATIONS & QUESTIONS 

Observations that can be drawn from the above data are: 

• The majority of consumers want reform; 

• This is not a matter of any importance for Muslim consumers; 

• ‘Religious’ certification is not required by consumers because Muslims can say 

‘Bismillah’ over the food before eating. 

Therefore the question: Why has halal certification been imposed on Australian food at all, at 

any level? 

• Slaughtering; 

• Processing; 

• Manufacturing; 

• Logistics; 

• Retailing. 

Also, S51 of our Constitution says (in part): 

51. The Parliament shall, subject to this Constitution, have power to make laws for the 
peace, order, and good government of the Commonwealth with respect to: 

. 

. 

. 

Therefore, another question: How can it be ‘good government’ to permit all products of a 

particular class (eg: Sugar, and Infant Milk Formula) to be halal certified, and thus denied to 

some of Australia’s multi-cultural citizens (eg: Sikhs) and any other consumer who doesn’t 

wish to make any financial contribution to Islam? It is not possible to exist without sugar. 
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ECONOMIC COST OF HALAL CERTIFICATION 

It is clear that our Government has no idea of the amount of money being sucked out of the 

Australian economy by this practice: 

• What is the total annual cost to Australian industry? (see the sample of just 71 halal 

certificates in Attachment ‘A’ for which certification fees were paid on more than 900 

products); 

• Where does the money collected as certification fees go? We are told ‘to mosques, 

Islamic charities and Islamic schools’; 

• Also see Islamic Council of Western Australia President’s Report 2013 in  

Attachment ‘A’ that reports such funds going to Syria via an Islamic ‘charity’; 

• What is the total annual cost to Australia because no tax is collected from certifiers 

who claim to be non-profit making ‘Charities’? 

We do not know. 

This is impossible to comprehend! 

FOOD LABELLING & FREEDOM OF CHOICE 

Why are consumers not informed on the packaging that products are halal-certified or ritually 

slaughtered? - Without being informed we are denied freedom of choice. 

DEMOCRACY 

Why, in a democratic society are 97.2% of Australia’s citizens financially supporting a 

claimed ‘need’ of 2.8%, and without being informed by the labelling, or any other means. 

Why are non-Muslims being duped into purchasing meat and other foods that have 

undergone Islamic rituals because they are not labelled as such? 

RITUAL SLAUGHTER  &  ANIMAL CRUELTY 

It is against my personal ethics to eat meat from an animal that has been tortured to death 

by ritual slaughter. 

This is Australia, a so-called enlightened country in the 21st century.  Why are we permitting 

such mediaeval barbarity? 

If it is for the export dollars do abattoirs restrict ritual slaughter, by Muslim slaughtermen, to 

meat for export only?  If so, is the meat that we export to Japan for example, labelled ‘Halal’? 

I was ashamed when I read Submission 596 from someone that used to work in an abattoir, 

that Australia has clearly lost its way – disgusting!  

What has happened to Australian statutes for prevention of cruelty to animals – all animals, 

including those bred and farmed for the table? 

Have we abandoned our moral compass? 

Countries that have banned Halal and Kosher slaughter without prior stunning are Norway, 

Iceland, Switzerland, Liechtenstein, Denmark, and Sweden. 
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WORKFORCE DISCRIMINATION 

How do we justify displacing qualified local workers with offshore workers on 457 visas, for 

the claimed ‘need’ of 2.8% of our population? Tamworth’s unemployment rate is 8%, which 

is 33% higher than the national rate of 6%. 

WHAT I WANT AS AN AUSTRALIAN CITIZEN 

1. The Constitution must be honoured and be effective for all Australians as intended by 

S51 and S116; 

2. Halal certification is clearly a scam and must be treated as such; 

3. It is not the role of Government to regulate scams; 

4. It is the role of Government  to eliminate scams; 

5. It is the role of Government to protect and nurture our economy 

6. Any organisation delivering product certification must be an incorporated entity 

regulated by ASIC; 

7. Such organisations must: 

• Register as such with a Government Agency; 

• Report (say quarterly) to the Government Agency, details of certifications 

issued and fees collected; 

• Submit company tax returns; 

• Government Agency must publish on the internet: 

• List of registered certifiers with relevant details; 

• List of certified manufacturers and products. 

2. Company tax return should have panel for manufacturers to submit certification 

details and associated costs. 

3. Manufacturers must provide accurate certification details on outside packaging, 

(heavy penalties). 

RESPONSES TO TERMS OF REFERENCE 

a. The extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not limited 
to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and general food 
safety certification schemes; 
 
If a particular group want certification against specified parameters outside the scope of 
FSANZ they must select a Registered Certifier (7 above) and meet the cost themselves. 
 

b. Current labelling requirements of food certification schemes; 
 
There are currently no specified requirements that I am aware of.  
They must be mandatory (c below). 
 

c. The need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees; 
 
Must be mandatory with heavy penalties. 
 

d. Whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make 
informed purchasing decisions; 
 
Not enough information is available to permit informed purchasing decisions.  
Must become mandatory, with heavy penalties. 
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e. Details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and the
potential for these to impact on prices for consumers;

No details are available.  We are told that manufacturers / producers must sign Non-
Disclosure Agreements to keep that information secret.
The Government Agency must collect such data (7 above).

f. The importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and returns
to producers;

This seems to be wildly exaggerated:
• Australia’s largest beef markets are Korea, Japan, USA

http://www.pwc.com.au/industry/agribusiness/assets/Australian-Beef-Industry-
Nov11.pdf  ,

• Australia exports less than 5% of processed chicken   (Page 31)
http://www.chicken.org.au/industryprofile/downloads/The_Australian_Chicken_Meat_
Industry_An_Industry_in_Profile.pdf .

g. The extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including, but
not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any related matters.

There is no such information available to my knowledge.
Should be collected and published by Government Agency (7 above).

I commend the Senate Enquiry for its proper deliberation of these issues on behalf of all 

Australians. 

Thank you, 

James A Holder 

29 July 2015 
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ATTACHMENT   ‘A’ 

1. Some Halal Certificates

Link to 71 Halal certificates:      https://goo.gl/photos/HdTqpaPzjxSUnB8d9 

These certificates identify over 900 household-name products that are halal certified, 

including some that are not food! 

2. Funds Going to Middle East

The following two pages contain the Islamic Council of Western Australia President’s  

Annual Report 2013 - the fourth-last and last paragraphs confirm the source and deployment 

of funds to Syria via an Islamic ‘Charity’: These paragraphs have been extracted and shown 

below for some improvement to readability. 

This document was still on ICWA’s web site in February 2015. 
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Halal certification inquiry Wednesday, 
29 July 2015 2:44:58 PM

Thank you for the opportunity to make a submission to this inquiry.

As Christians we do not wish to be obliged to purchase food which has been prayed over by
 Muslim representatives.

We do not agree with being forced to pay a Halal (religious) tax on so many basic food items,
 many of which are automatically Halal eg water, milk, nuts, honey and fish.

Grocery shopping is now much more difficult as many products do not display a Halal notification
 (as some did previously) so we do not even know on which products we are paying tax to
 Muslim authorities.

We would like to see transparency and publication of details of who receives this tax money the
 companies pay and what it is used for.

We are not opposed to Muslim people being able to purchase the food their religion requires
 but do not agree that Christian people and indeed the general Australian population has to be
 involved to the extent of paying for their privilege.  Kosher food for Jewish people never made
 these demands.

Thank you,
John and Dorothy Wheeler, 

mailto:jndwheeler@hotmail.com
mailto:Economics.Sen@aph.gov.au
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Economics, Committee (SEN)
please forward to senator Bernadi"s enquirey on halal certification 
Wednesday, 29 July 2015 2:45:32 PM

Senator Bernadi

Please regard this as my offical submission to your Halal enquirey

1..I oppose Halal certification in all its form unless its strictly for Muslims to consume. Any
 manufacturer who is Halal certified can supply Muslims no worries,  however as an ordinary
 Australian...I DO NOT WANT HALAL and DEMAND they supply Australian foods for ME...NON
 HALAL..otherwise this is discrimination by religion barred by the ICCPR..

2.. I am an Australian Citizen and a NON MUSLIM and I regard this as a huge SMITE at my own
 religion. Halal food to me is PURELY OFFENSIVE RELIGIOUSLY

3.. By Knowingly allowing Halal certification and then knowing its in the food supply without
 telling me or forcing suppliers to tell me.... The GOVERNMENT ITSELF is in violation of sect 116
 of the Constitution in that the Government has by "de facto" means,  allowed or even "forced"
 one religion upon myself.. I am planning a federal lawsuit over this very issue.

4. I DO NOT WANT ANY MONIES which are added to a product which is Halal certified [the costs
 of certification- the costs of a Muslim slaughterman etc..the costs of a lawsuit brought by NON
 MUSLIM SLAUGHTERMEN for discriminatory employment etc etc..]  to be passed onto ME....or
 any Muslim cause,  which is a religion I do NOT AGREE WITH.  Muslims preach "....kill all
 infidels and unbelievers..its right there in the quran..I am an infidel...AND WHILE THEY HAVE
 THIS AS THEIR RELIGION.......I DO NOT WANT TO SUPPORT MUSLIMS IN ANY WAY...In this
 way they are importing their middle east tribal religious wars to Australia. We should be
 SECTARIAN IN OUR FOOD SUPPLY to AVOID these conflicts

5.. EVERY ABBATOIR MUST NOW EMPLOY ONLY MUSLIM SLAUGHTERMEN which is a violation of
 the ICCPR and MY...equal rights under the law AND........ EQUAL EMPLOYMENT LAWS..where
 are the unions over this..??

6. BY Killing only partially stunned animals,  when their throat is cut,  They tense up
 dramatically and massive blood flows to the muscles, in THE  fight or flight response to their
 throats being cut,  which then has the effect of making the steak so very shoeleather
 tough...this has been proven scientifically AND ITS EASY TO TELL WHICH BEAST WAS KILLED
 HUMANELY AND THOSE BY HALAL...JUST CHEW...YOUR TEETH WILL TELL YOU..

Thank you for your consideration 
Gary Young

mailto:blackranger@mail.com
mailto:Economics.Sen@aph.gov.au
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Ph:   
 
 “PLEASE WITHHOLD PERSONAL INFORMATION” 
 
29/07/2015 
 
Re: Third Party Halal Certification in Australia 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
I am writing to you to oppose the practice of halal certification in Australia. This practice 
extends to the Islamic ritualistic slaughter of animals, transport, employment and associated 
industries. I do not wish to financially support any Islamic organisation in any shape or form.  
 
The Australian population of Muslims is roughly 2%, of that 2% about half I’m told are 
practising Muslims who abide by the HALAL rules.  These very same Muslims know what 
they can and cannot eat and don’t even bother looking for little labels on their foods.   In fact, 
a lot of Muslims are not even aware of the HALAL-C schemes.  
As we all know by now there is HALAL-C foods and Halal natural foods, Halal products 
Muslims do not need to have foods or products HALAL-C as they only have to utter 
“bismillah” in order to be able to consume same. 
 
Terms of Reference 
 
The need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees 
 
Meat exports are now almost all Halal-C even for countries who are not governed by the 
Islamic Sharia.  Why is that?   Why are we only employing Muslim Slaughtermen?  Isn’t this 
against our very own discrimination laws?    
 
We are now in the position that the majority of all meat for sale domestically seems to be 
HALAL-C simply because most abattoirs are.   As an Australian I believe if we are to eat an 
animal we are to give that animal a good life and a quick and painless death Halal and 
Kosher slaughter requires the animal to be alive to facilitate the draining of the blood and 
proponents argue the throat slitting is humane because the animal dies quickly or some 
claim instantaneously.   Opposing evidence including quotes from eye witness’ and 
slaughtermen’s accounts, as well as hard science disproves the above claim.  No animal 
should be subjected to the barbaric, tortuous pain they are forced to endure under Halal and 
Kosher slaughter because either none or reversible stunning methods are used – leaving the 
animal to suffer horrendously until they bleed out and die up to 3 minutes later.   I condemn 
such practices as barbaric, inhumane, cruel and an affront to Australian morality.  Why have 
our governments allowed our animal welfare slaughter standards to be lowered to the point 
of non existence, without 1st publically showing the Australian people video evidence of the 
difference between none or reversible stun slaughter and what used to be the normal 
practise of how Australian animals were slaughtered – utilizing non reversible stunning.    
    
Whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to 
make informed purchasing decisions 
 
All animal products should labelled properly so we are aware of religious kills, Halal 
slaughter and Halal certification so that we can make our purchasing decisions based on the 
label.  All other products of any description which are Halal certified must be labelled so that 



Australian consumers rights are not  diminished – according to the ACCC   “No matter how a 
business communicates with you—whether it’s through advertising, packaging, online, logos, 
endorsements or a sales pitch—you have the right to receive accurate and truthful 
messages about the products and services you buy”.    
 
The extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers 
including, but not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; any 
related matters 
 
Mr. Ayan in submission number 205  states “It is fair to say that halal certification, and 
particularly how certifiers practice it, has many deep seated problems. Their audit and 
supervision as well as their service provision are poor. There are also credible reports that 
some engage in corrupt, unethical and improper practices. The system allow s them to do so 
and some therefore take full advantage of it.  Halal certification has been widely described 
by leading members of the Muslim community, aptly in view, as a cash cow whose function 
is to collect as much money as possible in exchange for little or no provision of services 
beyond signing and issuing certificates.” He also states “important to point out that all the 
halal certifiers are not Islamic societies, even though some may disguise themselves as 
being so and even though the government claims that they are” 

As we can see from Mr Ayans admissions there are so many issues that need to be 
addressed. We can see the level of corruption by what is being Halal-C.  Flour, sugar, salt, 
milk, honey, plastics, transport etc etc.  The lack of labelling and general understanding by 
the Australian community shows the whole HALAL-C business is deceitful, corrupt and 
needs to removed from the domestic market altogether.  

 

Conclusion 

I feel that unknowingly purchasing goods/products due to limited or NO halal labelling, is 
taking away my right as an consumer in making an informed purchasing decision and I 
would ALWAYS choose NOT TO PURCHASE HALAL CERTIFIED GOODS.  I do not and 
never will agree to financially support Islam in any way, shape or form. I am not secretly 
forced to financially support Buddhism, Hinduism, Judaism, Freemasons, Hare Krishna, 
Jehovah’s Witness, Scientology etc. or any Christian religion – I am free to choose which (if 
any) I support. 

It seems very deliberate and secretive practices are being used to keep the majority of 
Australian’s in the dark regarding halal certification. Muslims/Islamic organisation are 
profiting from halal certification that does not need to be practiced in Australia or any other 
country in the world.  Muslims know what foods are halal (permitted) and haram (prohibited) 
and if there is any doubt, they may recite  “bismillah” and they can consume the product. 

Australia is a multiracial, multi-faith society, to religiously label food products is a great 
injustice to the Australian Community as a whole and would surely make life hard for some 
sections of our community (eg: other religious faiths not permitted to consume Halal or that 
which they perceive has been slaughtered/offered to false God worship) and insult others.    

Consumables should be a neutral untouchable item from religion to ensure everyone is 
happy.   Whilst I strongly object to Halal slaughter, if permitted in Australia it should be  
proportionately in line with the percentage of the Muslim population within Australia – ie a 
maximum of 2% & very clearly labelled for all to see. 



In the interests of harmony within our society it cannot be seen that one religion is gaining 
favour at the cost of the rest of the people.  This is exactly what is happening now, where 
98% of the population are financially supporting a religion in the most deceiving manner. Of 
course people are going to get angry and of course this will divide the nation as we are 
seeing now.  

 
Thank you for taking the time to read and consider my submission. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
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26 July 2015 

 

Senate Standing Committees on Economics 

PO Box 6100 

Parliament House 

Canberra ACT 2600 

 

 

To :   Senate Economics References Committee 

Subject:  Inquiry into Third party certification of food. 

 

 

Dear Committee Members: 

 

I am writing this Submission with reference to your inquiry into third party certification of food. My submission 

relates to religious based certification applied to domestic foods and the inadequate labelling to indicate when 

certification fees are paid. 

 

Our constitution specifically calls out a separation of Government from any religion; 

Section 116 of the Constitution of Australia precludes the Commonwealth of Australia (i.e., the federal 

parliament) from making laws for establishing any religion, imposing any religious observance, or 

prohibiting the free exercise of any religion. 

 

The constitutional separation is important to ensure that our government can be fair to represent ALL people of this 

nation. If it’s important to specify the role of religion in our Constitution – so to its important that religion be 

identified when applied to food, given food is a necessity for ALL people in our country.  I respect that business’ 

may wish to target a particular religious audience, however I expect to be respectfully informed by adequate 

labelling about any compliance to religious rituals/practices or financial benefits received by religious groups. Any 

component in food production that required oversight to satisfy religious laws whether it is; specific ingredients or 

equipment preparations, it should be covered under any labelling. 

 

When religion is no longer a private matter but placed in the public space via food certification to religious rules, we 

should have the right to know.  

 

Kind Regards 

Chris Trentin 
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Senate Standing Committees on Economics 

PO Box 6100 

Parliament House 

Canberra ACT 2600 

  

Dear Sir/Madam 

  

RE THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATE FOOD INQUIRY 

  

a) The extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not limited to, 
schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and general food safety 
certification schemes; 

The extent of certification re halal has become so widespread it is becoming difficult to find many staple 
foods that are not H.Certified 

  

b) Current labeling requirements of food certification schemes; 

Current labeling requirements re halal are non existent in Australia. 

  

c) The need for labeling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees; 

The need for labeling re certification is a no brain-er, the entire premise of certification is supposed to 
allow observant Muslims safe knowledge of “halal” suitable products. It becomes entirely nonsense if 
this fact is not promoted on any part of the product. 

  

d) Whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make informed 
purchasing decisions; 

Do current schemes provide information for informed choices?? Not if there are no indications provided 
on retail packaging. Another overlooked aspect to this is an assumption that halal just means it is 
healthy, this is in fact wrong. Halal means religiously acceptable to Islam, same as kosher is religiously 
acceptable to Jews. Any information regarding halal or kosher status should also clearly explain it is a 



religious requirement of the particular religion and may be offensive to others. 

  

e) Details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and the potential 
for these to impact on prices for consumers; 

Any details of fees and their impact on pricing is totally hidden by non disclosure agreements. There 
have been reports of larger companies paying hundreds of thousands of dollars per annum. There is also 
widely spread information that to use the logo on product another and separate annual fee is charged. It 
beggars all belief that any company is going to forgo their costs of any amount, nor use these legitimate 
business costs against pricing formula. I am equally certain no shareholder is going to allow absorption 
of these significant costs. To date, no certification body or company has offered to open their books or 
tax records to refute sensible reasoning that these certification costs are indeed all passed on to the 
consumer. 

  

f) The importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and returns to 
producers; 

The export claims re certification appear to be supported by only AQIS as a government body, and only 
with regard to meat products. It needs to be said however that there are also many claims of 'all' halal 
items are for export and many billions of dollars are at stake if halal is curtailed in any way. Logic 
dictates these claims are full of unsubstantiated exaggeration, if the figures 'claimed' are applied, 
Australia is supposed to be exporting sufficient amounts to actually feed and cloth nearly 20% of world 
demand, a highly unlikely situation. Some published export figures show very minor amounts at stake, 
with regard to general halal product. However, any and all export product is clearly 'not domestic' 
product. There should be no reason export products demand or cause the same treatment on local 
domestic product. The proviso being any and all processing for export firstly meets Australian law and 
standards, particularly animal welfare laws. If any company desires the export business, then do so 
under Australian Law and guidelines, and provide a separate and clearly defined domestic product, if 
local religious status is required, do so with it clearly and prominently labelled as such and a separate 
product line for any non religious affected product, with all added costs charged only to the end user. 

  

g) The extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including, but not 
limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any related matters 

The extent and adequacy of information available to the public is almost zero, because of the 
aforementioned non disclosure agreements and seemingly across the board reticence to 'own' any 
certification. Any information offered by Islamic organisations is often offered as halal is not anything to 
worry about and is good for everyone. This is absolutely wrong, and is deceitful as to the religious nature 
of halal status. What is absolute fact is that both Halal and Kosher are wholly religious practices and are 



matters of faith and subsequently belief. There are no scientific or medical reasons, nor any implied 
health benefits to be gained from either dogma, that is not already inherent to foods prepared under 
Australian standards. 

  

As an adjunct to these guidelines, there is a substantial and extremely important aspect completely 
ignored by the terms of reference, and indeed should be at the head of all points reference. That is as 
mentioned above, Halal and Kosher are wholly and only a religiously controlled subset of their laws, and 
are only religiously decreed beliefs. There have been arguments forwarded that halal is not forced on 
anyone, as the companies chose to contract with certification bodies. I assert that when we are not 
informed of this, and when no clear alternatives are offered, and the products had non religious status 
well before this recent scheme started, we are in reality having halal or kosher, imposed on us, without 
consent. 

  

To act and believe in being 'inclusive' works two ways, by 'including' all consumers in a single halal 
certified product, with no clear alternative, is in reality imposing the religious status on everyone. This is 
in direct contravention of our religious discrimination laws. This is either a misguided and possible 
deceitful argument provided to manufacturers by the certification bodies, or a completely arrogant and 
highly offensive assumption it is OK to 'include' non religious customers in this religious requirement. 

  

A further final aspect to fees, certification and religious content, is that all fees are payable to religious, 
tax exempt bodies, bar one or two privately 'supposed experts'. One should be asking how and why non 
disclosure agreements are being allowed within the context of tax free religious bodies, these would 
seem to be a 'commercial' construct and only available to commercial transactions. Secondly, all funds 
are utilised only to the use of the specific religion, and are yet drawn from the widest possible section of 
society, and is in this fact using non Muslims or Jews if applicable to fund a religion without knowledge 
or consent. This is to me an offensive and illegal abuse of consumer trust. 

  

A last insight re the halal scheme, must surely be breaching nearly every discrimination law we have. It is 
well published fact that only Muslims, predominantly males, are allowed to render animals as halal. 
What this has meant is that all abattoirs and meat processors requiring halal for export are employing 
only muslims for all their works, i.e. for both export and domestic markets. There are published 
advertisements specifying this requirement of religious status. A consequence of this is that many jobs 
have been lost to normal everyday workers. Adding up the numbers of workers lost and discriminated 
against because of this religious requirement would be in the thousands, and I know in certain areas of 
QLD these religious workers are 457 visa entrants. This is abhorrent behavior by business, and equally 
shameful behavior by the govt. in fully allowing this.  



  

Of recent times there have also been calls by certain Islamic org's to have only Muslim workers on all 
logistics of operation, from farm to plate so to speak, to 'ensure' the halal status. This is clearly in breach 
of our workplace and discrimination laws, and as yet no gov.t spokesperson has intervened. 

  

It is my view we will at some stage be asked to prove any assertions, and in particular a very convoluted 
dance is being used to totally avoid the religious significance of halal. There are moves afoot to change 
sections of the constitution to avoid any legal challenges in regard to religious based policies, and their 
effects on this process. 

  

I believe we will need to insist with absolute conviction that halal is wholly and only an Islamic religious 
practice and should never in any circumstances be allowed to be imposed on any non Muslim in any way 
nor for any reason intentional or not, and that doing so is an offensive breach of our discrimination laws. 

  

I may have a simplistic view of this, but when no clear alternatives are available, and little if any 
information and warnings are given, and the affected products were originally religion free, we are in 
real terms being forced to accepting an alien and unwanted religious practice. This may become a legal 
fight. 

  

Yours faithfully Denise Butler 
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From:  
Sent: Wednesday, 29 July 2015 3:56 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal Certification

Senate Standing Committees on Economics,
Senate Economic References Committee

Please find below my submission:

I do not agree with halal certification on food products in Australia because:
1. I do not want to pay a religious tax to any Islamic organisation
2. Some foods are automatically halal – such as water. Cape Grim water, however, which claims to be the
 “purest bottled water on the planet”, is ‘halal certified by AFIC. See http://capegrim.com.au/waterlogos.php 
 Some other examples are milk nuts, honey and fish which are automatically halal, but are being ‘halal
 certified’ by Islamic certification groups in exchange for fees.
3. There seems to currently be LACK of labelling to inform consumers that products have been ‘halal certified’
 and fees paid to Islamic organisations.  This means I could be buying halal food when I don't want to
4. I do not agree with the use of prayer to ‘Allah’ when animals and chickens are killed– this is not
 supported by people of other religions and those of no faith.

Regards 
Janelle Patch

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au
http://capegrim.com.au/waterlogos.php
http://capegrim.com.au/waterlogos.php
http://capegrim.com.au/waterlogos.php
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From the desk of  

Michael Andjelkovic  
    
   

        
 

    29th July 2015 
 
Senate Standing Committees on Economics 
PO Box 6100 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600 
  
By Email economics.sen@aph.gov.au 
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
  
RE THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATE FOOD INQUIRY 
 
I wish to express my opinion on Third Party Certification - TERMS OF REFERENCE OF 
INQUIRY 
  
1. The extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not limited 
to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and general food 
safety certification schemes; 
2. Current labelling requirements of food certification schemes; 
3. The need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees; 
4. Whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make 
informed purchasing decisions; 
5. Details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and the 
potential for these to impact on prices for consumers; 
6. The importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and 
returns to producers; 
7. The extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including, 
but not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any related 
matters. 

1) The extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but 
not limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food 
and general food safety certification schemes; 

The extent of certification regarding halal foods in particular has become so widespread it is 
becoming difficult to find many staple foods that are not Halal Certified which when you 
consider that the domestic food market within Australia is around 96% non Islamic or Jewish 
and does not require this certification is ridiculous. 

 In a free and democratic society like Australia we should be able to chose IF we want to buy 
food that is halal, kosher or anything else – it’s not possible to determine halal certified food. 

Why should Islam be deemed more important than Judaism, Christianity, Atheism, 
Buddhism or the religion of the Sikh? Why not label products so people have a choice? Why 
not have Muslims pay for their own religious practices instead of the cost being borne by the 
company or non-Muslim consumer? Halal certification fees cannot remain hidden in this 
country. If they do this is discrimination against Sikh’s, Christians, Jews, Atheists and all 
non-Muslim consumers. Religious freedom is compromised when one religion, a minority at 
that, is imposed or protected at the expense of others. 



 

2) Current labelling requirements of food certification schemes; 

The Current labelling requirements seem to be nonexistent in Australia. With regard to Halal 
it’s difficult to find or know what product is certified or not. Some marks are virtually hidden or 
so small you can’t read what they are. 

  

3) The need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification 
fees; 

The need for labelling regarding halal certification is quite eveident, the entire premise of 
certification is supposed to allow observant Muslims safe knowledge of “halal” suitable 
products. It becomes entirely nonsense if this fact is not promoted on any part of the product. 

It also allows those who DO NOT wish to buy a Halal certified product the option Not to do 
so also. 

Let’s take KFC and McDonalds for example – the Chicken used by KFC is Halal certified yet 
that is nowhere to be found and only 3 of their outlets are halal certified. Therefore as a 
consumer I am buying a halal certified product without the knowledge that it is halal certified. 

McDonalds is the same – their beef patties are all halal certified by the end product is not. 

How many other products are out there where the main ingredient or other ingredients are 
certified but the whole/ end product is not and how do the consumers know? 

Freedom of religion requires we are all free to choose or reject religious practices in our 
lives. Freedom of religion means we each get to choose whether or not we want to 
participate in or fund religious practices. Muslims who require halal certified products can 
fund it themselves and not impose a fee on already compliant businesses. They can go in, 
assess the suitability and inform other Muslims at their own expense. I am all for Muslims 
eating halal food if that is what they want, but imposing certifications on everything and 
asking non-Muslims to fund it is going too far! 

In Australia we do have freedom of religion, but why should ALL consumers contribute to 
these Islamic beliefs and practices? Why should profiteering from halal certification be 
acceptable? Why can’t the Islamic communities raise their own funds from their own 
followers to fund the costs associated with halal certification? 

Mosques and Islamic Schools teach the Qur’an. It is not illegal to teach the Qur’an in 
Australia, however, many Australians are not in agreement with what is taught in this book. 
So why should non-Muslim Australian consumers contribute toward such practices? 

Imagine if Christian churches, Bhuddists or any other religion had a hidden certification fee 
and it was discovered that their grocery purchases were raising huge funds for churches and 
Christian schools or synagogues or shrines without consumers knowing? 
 

 

 



 4) Whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to 
make informed purchasing decisions; 

Do current schemes provide information for informed choices?? Not if there are no 
indications provided on retail packaging. GM or Organic are health based issues while Halal 
means religiously acceptable to Islam and Kosher is religiously acceptable to Jews. Any 
information regarding halal or kosher status should also clearly explain it is a religious 
requirement of the particular religion and may be offensive to others. 

 5) Details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, 
and the potential for these to impact on prices for consumers; 

Any details of fees and their impact on pricing is totally hidden by non disclosure 
agreements. There have been reports of larger companies paying hundreds of thousands of 
dollars per annum. There is also widely spread information that to use the logo on product 
another and separate annual fee is charged. It is insane to think that any company is going 
to absorb those costs of any amount, nor use these legitimate business costs against pricing 
formula. I am equally certain no shareholder is going to allow absorption of these significant 
costs. To date, no certification body or company has offered to open their books or tax 
records to refute sensible reasoning that these certification costs are indeed all passed on to 
the consumer. 

 6) The importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access 
and returns to producers; 

The export claims regarding certification appear to be supported by only AQIS as a 
government body, and only with regard to meat products.  

Why is halal certification required to access Islamic markets when they insist on live 
cattle/sheep being sent to them?  

Why do ALL Australian abbitors require halal certification for the slaughter of livestock in the 
domestic market of which over 95% does NOT require halal or kosher certification of meat 
products. 

More than 70% of chicken processed in Australia is halal certified. Less than 5% of this is 
exported, primarily to non-Muslim markets. No one can explain why these companies are 
paying around $40,000 a year to be halal certified when the primary market is non-Muslims. 
No one seems to be able to explain why there are around 6-7 Muslim only, men only halal 
slaughterers are employed to pray and observe on site. Most slaughtering is done by a 
machine and the Muslim only, male only employee is there for an Islamic religious ritual 
which is totally irrelevant to most Australians. Do you really accept that those wages and 
certification fees are absorbed by the chicken processor and not passed on to the 
consumer? 

It needs to be said however that there are also many claims of 'all' halal items are for export 
and many billions of dollars are at stake if halal is curtailed in any way. Logic dictates these 
claims are full of unsubstantiated exaggeration, if the figures 'claimed' are applied, Australia 
is supposed to be exporting sufficient amounts to actually feed and cloth nearly 20% of world 
demand, a highly unlikely situation. Some published export figures show very minor amounts 
at stake, with regard to general halal product. However, any and all export product is clearly 
'not domestic' product. There should be no reason export products demand or cause the 
same treatment on local domestic product. The proviso being any and all processing for 
export firstly meets Australian law and standards, particularly animal welfare laws. If any 
company desires the export business, then do so under Australian Law and guidelines, and 
provide a separate and clearly defined domestic product, if local religious status is required, 



do so with it clearly and prominently labelled as such and a separate product line for any non 
religious affected product, with all added costs charged only to the end user. 

  

7) The extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers 
including, but not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and 
any related matters 

The extent and adequacy of information available to the public is almost zero, because of 
the aforementioned non disclosure agreements and seemingly across the board reticence to 
'own' any certification. Any information offered by Islamic organisations is often offered as 
halal is not anything to worry about and is good for everyone. This is absolutely wrong, and 
is deceitful as to the religious nature of halal status. What is absolute fact is that both Halal 
and Kosher are wholly religious practices and are matters of faith and subsequently belief. 
There are no scientific or medical reasons, nor any implied health benefits to be gained from 
either dogma, that is not already inherent to foods prepared under Australian standards. 

 As an adjunct to these guidelines, there is a substantial and extremely important aspect 
completely ignored by the terms of reference, and indeed should be at the head of all points 
reference. That is as mentioned above, Halal and Kosher are wholly and only a 
religiously controlled subset of their laws, and are only religiously decreed beliefs.  

There have been arguments forwarded that halal is not forced on anyone, as the companies 
chose to contract with certification bodies. I assert that when we are not informed of this, and 
when no clear alternatives are offered, and the products had non religious status well before 
this recent scheme started, we are in reality having halal or kosher, imposed on us, without 
consent. 

 To act and believe in being 'inclusive' works two ways, by 'including' all consumers in a 
single halal certified product, with no clear alternative, is in reality imposing the religious 
status on everyone. This is in direct contravention of our religious discrimination laws. This is 
either a misguided and possible deceitful argument provided to manufacturers by the 
certification bodies, or a completely arrogant and highly offensive assumption it is OK to 
'include' non religious customers in this religious requirement. 

 A further final aspect to fees, certification and religious content, is that all fees are payable 
to religious, tax exempt bodies, bar one or two privately 'supposed experts'. One should be 
asking how and why non disclosure agreements are being allowed within the context of tax 
free religious bodies, these would seem to be a 'commercial' construct and only available to 
commercial transactions. Secondly, all funds are utilised only to the use of the specific 
religion, and are yet drawn from the widest possible section of society, and is in this fact 
using non Muslims or Jews if applicable to fund a religion without knowledge or consent. 
This is to me an offensive and illegal abuse of consumer trust. 

 A last insight regarding the halal scheme, must surely be breaching nearly every 
discrimination law we have. It is well published fact that only Muslims males, are allowed to 
render animals as halal. What this has meant is that all abattoirs and meat processors 
requiring halal for export are employing only muslims for all their works, i.e. for both export 
and domestic markets. There are published advertisements specifying this requirement of 
religious status. A consequence of this is that many jobs have been lost to normal everyday 
workers. Adding up the numbers of workers lost and discriminated against because of this 
religious requirement would be in the thousands, and I know in certain areas of QLD these 
religious workers are 457 visa entrants. This is abhorrent behaviour by business, and equally 
shameful behavior by the government in fully allowing this.  



 Of recent times there have also been calls by certain Islamic organisations to have only 
Muslim workers on all logistics of operation, from farm to plate so to speak, to 'ensure' the 
halal status. This is clearly in breach of our workplace and discrimination laws, and as yet no 
government or union spokesperson has intervened. 

I believe we will need to insist with absolute conviction that halal is wholly and only an 
Islamic religious practice and should never in any circumstances be allowed to be imposed 
on any non Muslim in any way nor for any reason intentional or not, and that doing so is an 
offensive breach of our discrimination laws. 

 I may have a simplistic view of this, but when no clear alternatives are available, and little if 
any information and warnings are given, and the affected products were originally religion 
free, Australian citizens are in real terms being forced to accepting an alien and unwanted 
religious practice.  

And finally why NOT a certification of HARAM products for muslims – it would be much 
simpler and easier to place a sign saying this product contains Pork or alcohol and it could 
be issued by the manufacturer – just like the peanut allergy requirement stating a product 
contains or may contain nuts.  

 

  

Yours faithfully 

 



ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 1070

Submission Details: Miss Shirley Dawes





From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Economics, Committee (SEN)
The Halal certification industry needs greater scrutiny 
Wednesday, 29 July 2015 4:15:35 PM

Dear Senate Standing Committee on Economics,

With reference to the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about halal certifiers, the
 possibility that Australian businesses are unwittingly funding Islamic terrorism through this means concerns me
 greatly. I therefore ask the committee to ensure that our national security is not being compromised by
 permitting these schemes to operate in Australia.

Terrorist groups have been funded by the proceeds of Halal certification before. For example, in 2007 and 2008
 the Islamic Society of North America, an organisation involved in halal certification, was named by the Justice
 Department as a co-conspirator in two federal trials dealing with the financing of the terrorist group Hamas.
 Whilst no Australian groups have yet been implicated, many of the certifying bodies operating here are
 subsidiaries of overseas Islamic organisations making it very difficult to determine where some of the money
 ultimately ends up.

And the money Australian companies pay to Islamic certifying bodies is considerable. It is reported that fees
 range from as much as $300,000 a year for an abattoir, $40,000 for a chicken processor to $5000 for a suburban
 take-away. Even if only a small fraction of these sums are used for nefarious purposes, it would still amount to
 a significant funding source for terrorist groups and would materially increase the risk to Australian civilians
 and soldiers.

I therefore ask that the committee recommend that the Federal Government put in place mechanisms for more
 closely regulating and monitoring Australian Halal certification bodies, as well as their overseas parent bodies,
 to ensure that no portion of the considerable money paid to them by Australian businesses funds Islamic
 terrorism.

Yours faithfully,

Miss Shirley Dawes

mailto:tulloch44@hotmail.com
mailto:Economics.Sen@aph.gov.au
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On 13 May 2015, the Senate referred the following matters to the Economics References Committee 
for inquiry and report by 30 November 2015: 

http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Economics/Food_Cert_Scheme
s/Terms_of_Reference 

a. the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not limited 
to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and general food safety 
certification schemes; 

b. current labelling requirements of food certification schemes; 
c. the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees; 
d. whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make 

informed purchasing decisions; 
e. details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and the 

potential for these to impact on prices for consumers; 
f. the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and 

returns to producers; 
g. the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including, 

but not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any related matters. 

SUBMISSION TO THE ENQUIRY BY CAROLLYN MUIR,   
 PH  email:  

 
 

1. With regard to Halal, firstly, I most strongly object to eating food that has 
been "blessed" by a religious person of any sort that is not my own religion, if 
I have one. 

2. There is an informal word of mouth, but non the less effective, boycott of 
Cadbury's halal products that has been going on for some time. Cadburys has 
had to downsize its factory, put off workers, and lower its prices in the 
supermarkets.  

3. If there is to be a halal scheme it should be run by the Australian government 
under one body, and that body to have a majority of non muslims on it, to 
avoid rorting. 

4. All monies raised by halal to be confined to Australia and not sent 
overseas, and to pay for the upkeep of the Government department 
running it. 

5. This applies also to Kosher food and any other religion around that has no 
loyalty to Australia, but to the headquarters of their religion. 

6. All monies from any scheme from any religion, to stay in Australia, to be 
properly accounted for. 

7. I further object to paying to support any religion through my food bill. 
8. I want all food to be labelled as to whether it has had the procedures done to 

it, so that I CAN HAVE THE CHOICE. 
9. I am reliably informed that all a muslim has to do to make all his food halal 

is to say a special prayer over it immediately before eating it. The committee 
should investigate this practice. If true, it means there is no need whatsoever 
for all these halal schemes. 

10. With regard to Halal, and the killing of animals, I believe it is very cruel, 
therefore I want this practice outlawed. 

http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Economics/Food_Cert_Schemes/Terms_of_Reference
http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Economics/Food_Cert_Schemes/Terms_of_Reference
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11. With regard to the all of these schemes, I want the people who want it, to pay 
for it, not me either directly, or through my taxes. 

12. With regard to Halal products and the export markets, I want the countries that 
want halal, to pay for it.  

13. If this means separate abattoirs, for overseas markets, then the Government 
should mandate that. 

14. I believe that Muslims are now taking over all of our abattoirs as workers. 
This is discrimination to everyone else. This should be stopped. If one person 
is required to bless the product, then that is all that is needed.  

15. However, this is secondary to the requirement of having non cruel practices 
first. 

16. The animals have no voice, we must speak for them, and outlaw any practice 
that is cruel in the abattoir. 

17. With regard to the export market, I understand that farmers want a big market. 
However, that should not involve inhumane practices to the animals.  

18. The various farming bodies should be pursuing markets that are not halal and 
move right out of that market. 

19. The export of live animals to Islamic countries should be stopped because the 
Islamic religion does not honour animals or protect them. 

20. This committee investigating halal, should be very mindful of its serious 
responsibility to the 98% of Australians who are not Islamic.  

21. As more and more people learn about this nasty practice, there will be more 
unrest in Australia.  

22. As Australians feel the pinch of food bills, Muslims will be targeted which is 
good, because they should be held to account. 

23. You will not get ordinary Australians to accept this practice.  
24. There is an informal word of mouth, but non the less effective, boycott of 

Cadbury's products that has been going on for some time. Cadburys has had to 
downsize its factory, put off workers, and lower its prices in the supermarkets.  

25. When you are talking about loss of jobs if we do not accept this, this is a two 
edged sword.  

26. We can start boycotting also, we have already started, and we will continue. 
27. Not only can we boycott products produced here, but we can also target 

products from an islamic country, for example Indonesia. 
28. This enquiry should outlaw this practice in Australia. 
 
 

SUBMISSION TO THE ENQUIRY BY CAROLLYN MUIR,   
 PH  email:  
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Senate Standing Committee on Economics 
PO Box 6100 
Parliament House 
CANBERRA   ACT   2600 
 
economics.sen@aph.gov.au 
 
 
Dear Committee Members 
 
We submit this Submission with genuine concern in relation to labelling of 
products in Australia and in particular Halal Certification.  At this point I 
would like to add that being accused of being part of “the tin foil hat 
brigade” and “band of loonies” by the Chair of the Committee Senator Sam 
Dastyari does not augur well for confidence in the impartiality of the 
Committee members and in particular its Chair. 
 
 
The Extent of Food Certification and Certifiers in Australia: 
 
The extent of food certification in Australia is adequate excepting in the 
case of halal certification where the lack of labelling (or labelling hidden 
inside packaging) denies individuals the right to make an informed choice.   
Kosher, Organic and Heart Tick are products that have always been 
unashamedly labelled so the consumer can choose.   
 
 
Current Labelling Requirements of Food Certification Schemes: 
 
The current labelling laws are grossly inadequate in the case of halal 
certification.   The Australian public have a right, and our Government a 
duty of care, to ensure all Australian consumers are able to purchase any 
and all products knowing that all attempt has been made to ensure the 
consumer is able to make an informed decision on the make up of the 
individual products and what the product sale supports, funds or 
represents.   Presently halal certification is supporting, funding and 
representing just 2-3% of the population to the exclusion of all others. 
 
The Need for Labelling on Products by Companies that pay 
Certification Fees: 
 
All labelling should be clear, precise and above all honest.  This is 
currently not the case in relation to Halal Certification.   Companies paying 



a third party for the right to include a logo on their products should be 
compelled to do so which is currently not the case.   In fact it begs the 
question if companies choose to pay this fee why are so many reluctant to 
publicly display the logo?   Cadbury and Nestles are two of the larger 
companies who do not display the logo, meat products are largely NOT 
labelled in fact we would venture to say, in our experience, not labelled AT 
ALL. 
 
 
Informed Purchasing Decisions: 
 
Our value system is a Christian one, our own position, and one we do not 
demand others to conform with.   Halal certification as it presently stands 
denies us the right to informed purchasing decisions but rather forces us to 
submit to the demands of a system contrary to our Christian beliefs.   
Conversely, if it is difficult for us and others who hold the same values to 
purchase products that are NOT clearly labelled would that not present the 
same problem to Muslims in seeking products? 
 
Certification Fees and Impacts: 
 
Any company who denies that fees paid for certification are not passed 
onto the consumer shouldn’t be in business – that is an out and out furphy 
and not worthy of further mention.   The impact of halal certification in 
Australia is to a small extent less a financial one but more an impost, 
catering to a minority, that has, and will further, bring about social unrest 
and resentment toward Muslims.   Australians take pride in multiculturism 
and welcome those wishing to come and call Australia home, however 
they do not take kindly to those who wish to change our way of life.   A 
ritual blessing of consumable products is allowed to Muslims: 
 
Allah has passed on to the Messenger Muhammad through the Qur’an, 
who said:   Today the good things are permitted to you, and the food of 
those who were given the Book (being jews and Christians) is permitted to 
you, and permitted to them is your food.”.  Allah also stated “eat what they 
seize for you, and mention Gods Name over it” 
 
 
This discrimination towards non-muslims will continue to fester discontent 
between the communities unless certification is made open and 
accountable especially considering there is NOTHING in the Qur’an that 
says food needs to be “certified”. 
 



 
 
 
Food Certification and Export Markets: 
 
Advocates of halal certification often throw up the argument of “export” - in 
the main meat.   According to The Department of Agriculture figures our 
biggest customers for frozen or chilled meat exports are the USA, Japan 
and Korea who combined account for about 70% of the market.   The 
Middle East and Asia make up less than 20%.   
(http://www.agriculture.gov.au/SiteCollectionDocuments/ag-food/quota/red-
meat/red-meat-statistics/lateset-meat-export-figures.pdf”).    
 
Likewise milk for example exports around 40% and yet again the biggest 
market after Australia (where nearly ALL milk and milk products, i.e., 
cream, cheese etc on the supermarket shelves is certified) is China, Japan 
and Singapore with Malaysia and Indonesia way down the bottom of the 
list. 
 
(http://www.dairyaustralia.com.au/Industry-information/About-Dairy-
Australia/~/media/Documents/Stats%20and%20markets/In%20Focus/Aust
ralian%Dairy%20Industry%20In%20Focus%202013.pdf” 
 
 
 
The Extent and Adequacy of Information about Certifiers: 
 
The extent of and adequacy of information about certifiers is non existent 
excepting in the case of the Heart Tick which most understand and 
wherein monies are put back into the community to further promote healthy 
eating habits.   Halal certification is veiled in secrecy with companies being 
subject to confidentiality clauses and the monies, for all intents and 
purposes being funneled by way of a registered “charity” solely for the 
purpose of benefits for the Muslim community only.    
 
Further, in terms of actual “certifiers” Mohamed Elmouelhy, Chairman of 
Halal Certification Authority Australia of the – Halal Certification has made 
me a millionaire and buys my Wife’s shoes – infamy is a disgrace to the 
dignity of what this position should represent and in no way furthers the 
cause of halal certification – in fact quite the contrary.   His provocation 
and inflammatory comments know no bounds, however, one would say it 
reflects more poorly on him and as a consequence, his fellow muslims.   
See attached.  



 
Although certification perhaps should not be seen as a “political” the fact is 
it has become extremely political in the view of many (with many more 
coming to the realization) and for that reason it is vital that the matter of 
halal certification be a transparent one with ALL matters pertaining to halal 
certification being translated to the Australian public, that is, ALL halal 
products clearly and prominently marked, including the multi tiered halal 
system from processor, transporter and retailer.  Accountability as to 
where the monies from certification goes (apart from Mr Elmouelhy’s 
pocket and his wife’s shoes) is vital if the current perception held by the 
public is to be allayed.   Another issue that needs to be addressed by the 
Committee is the matter of both Halal and Kosher ritual killing which is 
unpalatable to the average Australian consumer who would prefer non 
halal slaughtered animals.  Considering almost all Abattoirs are halal 
certified, together with lack of labelling (as referred to above – no 
labelling).  This is once again a glaring lack of consideration for the 
majority of Australians including other faiths.   There is no reason there 
cannot be some licensed Abattoirs to cater for the needs of Jews and 
Muslims. 
 
 
The amendment to the Export Control Act 1982 Amendment Order 2013 
says in part: 
 
“The purpose of the amendment is to provide industry with an option to use 
an EXTRA SMALL SIZE OFFICIAL Halal mark to MINIMISE PROBLEMS 
faced by some businesses using the existing size options, including the 
mark interfering with barcode readability and the placement of information 
required by importing countries” 
 
This amendment to an Australian law designed for the export market 
impacts directly on the domestic market and gives further credence to the 
need for LARGE, CLEAR AND PROMINENT labelling on domestic 
products.  
 
The Australian Food & Grocery website states: 
 
 
“Many foods and drinks, particularly those that do not contain meat or 
alcohol, are inherently compliant with Halal criteria.   Official certification, 
which may be granted by accredited religious authorities in Australia, any 
claim of certification is however required before products are able to be 
labeled as such.” 



In other words everything is pretty much halal but pay up anyway?    A 
classic example of this is a butcher shop who serves halal meat, the meat 
is halal (from the supplier) but the shop is not able to declare it as such as 
the shop has not paid a halal certification fee. 

Yours sincerely, 

Sandra Goodchild 

Tel:  



The names of the 25 people listed below have requested to have their 
name included in the Submission to the Third Party Certification of Food as 
submitted by Sandra Goodchild. 

It is requested that their names be withheld from the public website. 

Halal Submission Signatories 





 
Transcribed as written: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Posted 6th December  Mohamed Emlouelhy 
 
The religious bigots, hypocrites, economic terrorists andother unintelligent 
creatures should have it ingrained on their foreheads.   Australia is my country 
and I have lived here more that some of these creatures have been alive.  I serve 
this country and bring it much needed business. 
 
Anyone who doesn’t like it should pack up and leave because Halal is here to 
stay, grow and prosper. 
 
boycotting  Halal products has not succeeded one iota!   Also I promise you it will 
never succeed.  I will eventually rub the noses of the anti-Muslims in it. 
Love and peace to all. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Posted January  Mohamed Elmouelhy 
 
To ruin the day for the Boycotters, all sugar manufacturers in Australia are 
certified Halal. 
All big, medium and most small dairies are certified Halal.  The small dairies that 
are not certified serve very small area and are insignificant in the scheme of 
things. 
All gelatine available in Australia and New Zealand are Halal certified  
The Boycotters should know that cheese, milk, sweets, cakes, buns (Hot Cross 
Buns) chocolates, (Easter Eggs) juices, juice drinks, soft drinks, beer are all 
made with Halal certified sugar.   Also gelatine is used to clarify wine. 
Oh and the Boycotters will have to make pork crackling without salt because salt 
is certified Halal. 
All margarines contain milk protein and some containHalal gealtine. 
Boycotters should either abandon the idea of not eating Halal or starve. 
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From:  
Sent: Wednesday, 29 July 2015 4:37 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: 29 July 2015


29 July 2015
PLEASE WITHHOLD MY PERSONAL DETAILS

Third party certification of food
Senate Standing Committees on Economics
To: Senate Economics References Committee
I wish to express my opinion on third party Certification
TERMS OF REFERENCE OF INQUIRY

1. The extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not
 limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and
 general food safety certification schemes;
2. Current labelling requirements of food certification schemes;
3. The need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees;
4. Whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make
 informed purchasing decisions;
5. Details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and the
 potential for these to impact on prices for consumers;
6. The importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and
 returns to producers;
7. The extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers
 including, but not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any
 related matters.

1. Third Party Halal certification has become so widespread within
 Australia that it is increasingly difficult to find products that are not certified
 Halal. Certification has encroached well beyond food and is implemented
 within the cosmetic, transport, pet food and packaging industries to mention a
 few. In acknowledging the right of a Muslim person to have access to
 permissible foods under their religion, it follows that people not of the Islamic
 religion should be afforded the same rights. 

2. Under the current labelling laws in Australia it is not a legal requirement of

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au
mailto:pj.forbes@bigpond.com


 the manufacturer to disclose either the country of origin, the percentage of
 product from countries of origin, or third party certification on the packaging.
 This disempowers me to make informed choices.

3. Alarmed by the recent health scares associated with imported berries from
 China, it has become increasingly obvious that consumers cannot rely on
 current importation screening procedures to ensure the food we are eating is
 safe. To enable us to make informed choices not only do we need to see country
 of origin labels but we also need to know which products have third party
 certification along with a list of ingredients. Food imports from China are
 increasing and I am reminded of the incident that saw melamine added to
 Chinese powdered milk causing the deaths of several children.

4. The lack of uniform Australian labelling laws prohibit consumers from
 making informed choices. Some food manufacturers are now ensuring country
 of origin and third party certification information is either omitted or placed
 inside the packaging, making it impossible for Muslims as well as Non-
Muslims to ascertain whether food is Halal or Haram until after purchase. This
 deceptive practice is currently allowed under our current labelling laws and
 should be addressed.

5. We have currently seen a marked increase in the price of groceries in
 Australia compared to other countries. Acknowledging this as partly due to the
 duopoly of flourishing within the Australian market place, what part has third
 party certification attributed to this escalation?  Non-disclosure agreements
 with third party certifiers allow manufacturers to hide the certification costs and
 pass them on to consumers as a cost of production.

6. Whilst acknowledging that Halal certification can enhance export markets to
 Moslem countries, the domestic market should be entirely separate with less
 than 5% of the domestic market requiring certification. All costs for third party
 certification should be borne by those requiring it as is the case with organic,
 gluten free, etc. 

7. It is well known that the consumer will pay more for organic, gluten free and
 certain diabetic products. We have a choice whether we want to pay more. The
 user pays. By being forced to pay extra for halal certified food are we paying
 fees to a dubious religious organisation with potentially tax free status, the
 proceeds going to their own purposes including the spread of their radical
 beliefs in our country?

Yours faithfully,

Sent from my iPad
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From: 
Sent: Wednesday, 29 July 2015 5:00 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATION OF FOOD

To The Committee Members of the Economics Senate:

I write to you concerning issues regarding Halal certification of food and non-perishables in our country and
 express my grave concerns regarding the whole halal certification process.

Evidence shows that the transfer of funds from non-muslims to muslims by purchasing certified goods, usually
 without the consumer knowing, is for religious purposes. It is a religious tax.

They should not be given tax exempt status due to suspect religious grounds. Islam is NOT a religion of peace.
 Evidence of that fact is clear. They should be required to give a thorough and accurate account for every dollar
 raised, to a non-Islamic party, and where these funds are going, and what they are being used for and why.

I do not, at any time, want to pay a tax to any religious institution, when making purchases. Labelling on foods
 and other items, toiletries, etc., should have thorough and understandable identification that the item is halal
 certified. Customers then have the freedom to decide whether they will purchase or not.

It is disgraceful and nothing short of stealing, that I am paying additional costs due to this certification when I
 shop. I am alarmed that the payment of a halal certification fee for products that are automatically halal, such as
 water, continues. Why? Cape Grim water is halal certified by the AFIC. See
 http://capegrim.com.au/waterlogos.php

The use of prayer to 'Allah' when animals and chickens are killed-which is not supported by other religions and
 those of no faith goes on. Again, why? We have approximately 17 abattoirs in Australia that are exempt from
 the stunning of animals. Why? It is cruel. I have seen enough footage of animals being slaughtered without
 being stunned, it is inhumane.

Why are we continually acquiescing to customs in this country, from a violent religion, called Islam, that years
 ago would have been viewed with prudence and great caution? I would recommend you visit
 www.barenakedislam.com for further evidence of the encroachment and tenacious infiltration of Islamic
 culture throughout the West, to our DETRIMENT. Winston Churchill, years ago, knew this well. It would
 behoove us to pay attention, past behaviour is usually a predictor of future or current behaviour.

Let us not forget that ALL AUSTRALIAN COAL is now halal certified. Disgraceful. This beautiful country of
 ours is being sold off, piece by piece, while many in governance seem anaemic and prostrate before deceptive
 and covert representatives of a "peaceful religion" within business, education, and politics. It is wonderful that
 there is one country on this earth, Japan, that is not lured by the Islamic culture. We would do well to follow
 suit.

We should at all costs, be promoting our own culture and our ways and our laws, not bend the knee to Islam.

Respectfully,

Adrienne Hirsch.

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au
mailto:hirsch.nina1@gmail.com
http://capegrim.com.au/waterlogos.php


Sent from my iPad
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From: John & Maureen 
 Sent: Wednesday, 29 July 2015 5:24 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Submission Halal Certificate

Our name is John and Maureen Vincent

Our Address is  

We wish to lodge a submission to the third part certificate of food
review as follows:

As someone of a Christian religion I believe it is discriminatory to
endorse any item for sale that has a tax and not label that product.
We believe that it is fraudulent to insist on payment for any form of
certificate'
We believe that "ritual slaughter" is inhumane "
We believe that if third party certificate are to continue  then these
organizations should be required to fully account what money they earn
and that money stays in Australia.
If third party certificate of food is to continue then these
organizations  not be given tax exemptions on religious grounds.
We are opposed to paying a tax/fee on food and other items not labeled.
EVERY FOOD/ITEM SHOULD BE LABEL SO EVERY CONSUMER CAN DECIDE .

Yours Sincerely

John Vincent

Maureen Vincent

Thank you for the opportunity to make this submission

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au
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From: sandra brown  
Sent: Wednesday, 29 July 2015 5:21 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: halal rort

I have just heard there is an enquiry into the halal extortian racket.
I am not levied for any other so called religious group and find this level of tax, extortian. I
 choose whom I donate money to and spend much of my shopping time now trying to
 avoid any product that supports halal.

Our farmers are the producers of most of our food product, yet this levy has no benefit to
 them. We are made to pay for a culture that offends our Australian way of living,
 appreciation of democracy and freedom of speech. We have never been asked if we want
 this levy on food. We are not accustomed to barbaric ways of slaughtering animals and
 abhore this. It is offensive and against all what our governments have educated us to what
 is acceptable practice. How then is this now acceptable? Where is the swiftI clean manner
 to slaughter animals for human consumption in this practice? It is barbaric to slash
 tentons and watch animals writhe in pain as they slowly die. It is not best practice to let an
 animal bleed to death. What happened to all the union legislation and regulations that
 rules our abattoise and anti descrimination in employment. Condoning halal defies all
 logic principals practice and legislative requirements. 

Until recent times we had one law and no practice of any other means should
 overshaddow the law in Australia. 

Why would Australians be expected to finance introduction of shari law, which has come
 from immigrants demands, immigrants Australians have financially supported to enter this
 country of their choice. 

It is hard to understand that milk, which is not killed, cheese which is a product of milk of
 which the source is not killed, can be determined halal. The vast lisrt of products that are
 extended into this category defies logic of many Australians but when the income it
 generates is understood, the reason seems clear.

I understand this funding source was thought up in the 1980's and that their Mohamad
 whom had a Jewish lady cook for him, used to bless his food. Something simple but not a
 huge money resource for the Muslim Association, it would seem.

I believe it very unAustralian to allow such a practice that has never been put to the
 Australian population to vote on. It is scurrilous to have been allowed to be introduced
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 into our country.

The income of this practice needs to be investigated. The handling of this money needs to
 be audited. 

Ideally halal needs to be stopped. It should never have been allowed and 'heads should
 roll' for not intervening much earlier. Not being a Muslim, I mean this literally not
 actually. 

I have only just been made aware of the opportunity to have a say on this very important
 matter and very disappointed that it has not been more publically promoted. 

Sandra Brown
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From: Victor Soo 
Sent: Wednesday, 29 July 2015 5:40 PM To: 
Economics, Committee (SEN)
Cc: Victor Soo (Home) 
Subject: No to Halal Certification

Dear Senate Committee

My family and I do not support the above for these reasons:

1. Why does water or nuts need to be certified as halal together with many non-meat
food?

2. The Quran as well as many Islamic countries do not require this certification. Indonesia is
the world’s largest Islamic nation and yet does not impose this upon its citizens and
producers.

3. Halal Certification is a money-making apparatus the cost is burdensome to many small
producers.

4. Muslims can buy their halal products from halal shops without imposing the halal
certification costs upon consumers.

5. The majority of Australians i.e 98% or more are not Muslims and we do not wish to have
our meats prayed over with Islamic prayers and then passed to us. This is offensive.

6. The people of the Judaist belief doesn’t impose the need for kosher labelling upon the
rest of the country. They identify the food they consume for themselves.

7. The payment for halal certification is surely a form of jisya or tax for the Islamic
Organisations.

8. Why is halal certification so expensive? Why not the Islamic Organisations pay for the
certification instead if they need them?

9. Is the profit gained used to promote Islam to be imposed upon our nation or support
terrorism?

We find this halal certification most offensive as we do not wish to have Islamic prayers
 conducted over the food that we consume, and to add insult to injury, such certification cost is
 added to the price of the products. Please stop this absurdity.

Thank you.

Victor and Crystal Soo 
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Senate Standing Committees on Economics 17 July 2015 
PO Box 6100 , Parliament House,  
Canberra, ACT 2600  

Dear Committee Members, 

THIRD PARTY CERTIFCATE FOOD INQUIRY 

Points a,c, f & g of the Inquiry's Terms of Reference relate to Halal Certification.  My comments in 
relation to point (b) refer to Halal, Kosher, GMO and Country of Origin Labelling. Where reference is 
made to ritual slaughter my comments relate to both Halal and Kosher) 
a. the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not limited

to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and general food
safety certification schemes;

According to Islam, everything is ‘halal’ (permitted) unless there is proof that it is ‘haram’ (forbidden). 
Haram relates only to; blood, alcohol, meat or any products from a forbidden animal, including pigs and 
any carnivorous animals or birds or prey or meat or any products of an animal that has not been 
slaughtered in the correct manner in the name of Allah. Halal certification in Australia works on the exact 
opposite principle, i.e. everything is ‘haram’ unless it is declared by the certifiers to be halal.  

There are currently hundreds and hundreds of Australian products that carry certification although they 
are naturally ‘halal’ e.g. fresh herbs, water, flour, chocolate, cream, butter, bread, honey, fish, sugar, 
vegetables, fruit and nuts & grains etc.    

In addition, non-food products are also being certified e.g. halal underwear and panties, sanitary pads, 
cosmetics, knives and forks, ink, sex toys, clothing, swimming pool salt, soap, dishwashing powder, 
resins and the list grows daily.  

Clearly, there is something very wrong when products that are naturally halal are being certified, and 
non-food products are also receiving certification.   

b. current labelling requirements of food certification schemes;

Current labelling schemes in Australia are inadequate because they are voluntary.  Halal Certified 
products in most situations, are impossible to identify as more and more companies are choosing not to 
display the logo. I have emailed many companies up to three times and not received a response.    

1. I don’t want to buy genetically modified food that has been sprayed with chemicals.

2. I want to know the country of’ origin’ of all the food I buy. Local and imported is not sufficient
information.

3. Under no circumstances do I want to financially support any religious ideology. Whether it be
Halal, Kosher or any other religion.

4. Under no circumstances do I want to support the barbaric religious slaughtering practices of
some religions.

c. the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees;

If  Australian companies choose to certify their products when certification is not necessary, then that is 
entirely up to them. However, as a consumer, I am entitled to clear, unambiguous labelling so that I can 
make informed purchasing decisions. I do not want to pay for certification fees when it is a requirement 
necessary for only  2% of the population. There are currently hundreds of Australian companies who 
have chosen to certify their products but do not display the logo. I’m at a loss to understand why would  a 
company pay for certification fees and not display the logo? How do their ‘target market’ i.e. the Islamic 
community know that their products are permissible to eat? Surely this defeats the purpose of certifying 
one's products.  



If the Islamic community requires food certification, then it needs to be ’user pays’. A simple solution is 
mandatory labelling on all packaging, which will allow all consumers to make informed buying decisions 
and clear up the current discontent.  In addition, supermarkets need to have Halal/Kosher/GM/Organic 
sections for ease of identification by consumers. Lastly, company websites need to clearly advise 
consumers that their products are certified 

d.whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make 
informed purchasing decisions; 

As mentioned previously, current labelling of halal certified foods are inadequate because they are 
voluntary. There needs to be the immediate introduction of  compulsory labelling so  that consumers can 
make informed purchasing decisions.  

In addition to compulsory labelling, all meat that has been slaughtered according to religious beliefs 
(Halal or Kosher) needs to be labelled either: 

1. Ritually Slaughtered where no stun has been used; and

2. Halal Slaughtered where a reversible stun has been used.

f. the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and returns to
producers; 

While certification may be required for some exports, what is happening in the Australian domestic 
market has nothing to do with exports.   

A good example of this is the chicken industry. More than 70% of all chicken, slaughtered in Australia is 
slaughtered according to Sharia Law i.e. Islamic principles and rituals, yet only 2% of the consumers are 
Muslim. Most chicken meat produced in Australia is consumed locally, with just under 5 per cent being 
exported primarily to South Africa, Philippines, Hong Kong, Singapore, Papua New Guinea & the South 
Pacific Islands (DAFF, 2011) The Australian Chicken Meat Indusrty: An Indusrty Profile, (AMCF Inc 
March 2015). These are not even primarily Muslim countries. This means that nearly all chicken meat 
produced in Australia is eaten in Australia. 

Baiada/Steggles and Ingham have more than 70% of the market share and all of their chickens are 
certified. Other companies like Red Lea also pay certification fees. How is it that Baiada/Steggles and 
Ingham are paying certification fees when only 2% of the population is Muslim  and just under 5% of 
chicken meat is exported?  

g. the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including, but
not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any related matters.” 

Halal certification schemes are unregulated and lack transparency. Many Australian companies are 
made to sign non-disclosure agreements and in my opinion, any kind of secrecy in certification clearly 
warrants thorough investigation. 

There is now ample evidence in the public arena both in Australia and overseas to support the theory 
that funds from halal certification do go to some dubious causes / charities. In fact, the Islamic Council of 
Western Australia in the last paragraph of their President’s Report  (Annual Report 2013), stated “During 
the year ICWA had made ongoing donations to Syria because of the difficult civil conditions. The 
donations were through Al Imdaad Charity to ensure that no recriminations could be directed at the 
ICWA”. ICWA President's Report 2013  

To say there is no link between Halal certification and the funding of terrorist organisations  is premature 
and naïve. To date, there has not been any thorough investigations carried by Australian authorities. 
There are many examples around the world that support  this theory.  Please refer to Appendix 1:  

http://www.chicken.org.au/industryprofile/downloads/the_australian_chicken_meat_industry_an_industry_in_profile.pdf
http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:aLGpAavhs-sJ:www.islamiccouncilwa.com.au/presidents-report/+&cd=1&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=au


Lastly, this is about free choice, and I choose not to donate to the Islamic religion, just as the Islamic 
religion would not donate to my Christian church. Money from halal certification goes to supporting the 
Islamic community and also helps to build schools, mosques, etc. In fact, on June 2015, Islamic 
community leader Jamal Rifi called on halal certification groups to fund deradicalisation programs and 
said “revenue collected by halal certifiers belonged to the “Muslim community”.  As an Australian 
Christian, and as a consumer, I am outraged knowing that I am being forced to contribute to an ideology 
(Islam)  that I am vehemently opposed to, often without my knowledge or approval. 

Thank you for considering my submission, 



Appendix 1 

WHO CHECKS THE FACT CHECKER WHEN THE FACT CHECKER DOESN’T FACT CHECK? 

Paul Zanetti – 14 April 2015 

The problem with being a self-appointed ‘fact checker’ is, that when you don’t fact check, you risk being 
just another discredited propaganda mouthpiece. 

And when that fact checker is part of the ABC, well, one can only assume like many of the publicly-
funded broadcaster's arms, it starts out with a predetermined position, and works backwards to pick and 
choose the information to mold its agenda. 

Take, for example, today’s FACTCHECK; Does halal certification fund terrorism? 

Their so-called investigation was prompted by Pauline Hanson’s claim on the Nine Network's Today 
program that halal certification was a money-making racket. 

"It is a profit money-making racket. The money goes into Islamic organisations and has been connected 
to the Muslim Brotherhood in France and actually also in Canada,” she said. 

The ‘Fact Check' report was a light surface scratch of a complex scam. 

For example, on their primary question, ‘Does halal certification fund terrorism?’ 

The facts say ‘ YES’. 

Fact Checker says, ‘NO’ 

You can read the Fact Check report here: 

www.abc.net.au/…/fact-check-does-halal-certificatio…/6383238 

Now, there’s a world of information available to you if you bother to look. But if you choose to look away 
from a problem, or somewhere else, and then proclaim, ‘nothing to see here’, that doesn’t mean the 
problem doesn’t exist. It just means you’re in denial. 

Let’s take a look at the evidence. 

Pauline Hanson referred to the Muslim Brotherhood, which is a proscribed terrorist organisation by some 
governments, but not by the Australian government. Countries that do classify the Muslim Brotherhood 
as a terrorist organisation are, Russia, Syria, Egypt, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates. There 
are cases where funds from Halal certification has been funnelled to the Muslim Brotherhood, but for the 
purpose of this exercise, we will look only at terrorism as classified by the Australian government. 

Hamas is listed as a terrorist organisation by the Australian government. 

You can see this on the Australian government National Security page here: 

www.nationalsecurity.gov.au/…/HamassIzzal-Dinal-QassamBriga… 

In the US, France and Canada it has been proven that halal certification schemes have funded 
proscribed terrorist organisations. 

According to publicly available information, the Canadian halal certifier MAC (Muslim Association of 
Canada) funnelled $14.6 million to the International Relief Fund for the Afflicted and Needy (IRFAN) 
Canada (an Islamic front charity), which in turn contributed to terrorist organisations including Hamas. 
These scams have now been broken up and the ringleaders charged. 
The Canadian government has subsequently classified IRFAN as a terrorist entity. 

http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.abc.net.au%2Fnews%2F2015-04-14%2Ffact-check-does-halal-certification-fund-terrorism%2F6383238&h=kAQFKn6E6AQGoZoVzbnmAxm_tFYTvtdLeqhHqHjpV1zom3w&enc=AZN2b5-4G6QbRIB147sdR04EKIWgDleuOgvR5JrDdqCEGpbu5YQjvUMyazY2zAPSyjhD_NLslHbkH4NIBu7d3-CCDzHIxC9wSZaW62bh_gGh_o-YA4kJQ7J22BSEjhWtKHonxtmL2AcVrX95PPMHGnEy6v-pcOTALzZPzrmOK_uWHxi-AhnVz8X3NZtNRPFaPaDGM5Wlv8SivN3BYmQA0e65&s=1
http://www.nationalsecurity.gov.au/Listedterroristorganisations/Pages/HamassIzzal-Dinal-QassamBrigades.aspx


The Muslim Association of Canada (MAC), the main Muslim Brotherhood organisation in Canada owns 
the halal certification agency. For over ten years, MAC has been an important contributor to IRFAN-
Canada, the Hamas fund collector in the country. 

Hamas is involved in a program aiming not only at the elimination of the state of Israel but also at the 
destruction of Western civilization. 

In a speech given on October 2011, its leader Mahmoud Al-Zahhar stated that “This (Western) 
civilization will not be able to withstand the great and glorious Islam.” The Canada Revenue Agency 
revoked IRFAN-Canada’s charity status in April 2011 after having concluded that it financed the terrorist 
organisation Hamas. 

You can read this in detail here: 

http://pointdebasculecanada.ca/muslim-association-of-canad…/ 

On April 29, 2014, Steven Blaney, Canadian Minister of Public Safety and Emergency Preparedness 
announced that the Government of Canada has listed IRFAN-Canada as a terrorist entity under the 
Criminal Code. 

(Quote) 

The listing process requires extensive analysis of intelligence and/or criminal information. Between 2005 
and 2009, IRFAN-Canada transferred approximately $14.6 million worth of resources to various 
organizations associated with Hamas. 

The Canada Revenue Agency (CRA) revoked IRFAN-Canada's charitable status in 2011. CRA's findings 
indicated that IRFAN-Canada provided resources to operating partners that were run by officials of 
Hamas, openly supported and provided funding to Hamas, or have been listed by various jurisdictions 
because of their support for Hamas. 

(Unquote) 

You can find this on the Canadian government website here: 

http://news.gc.ca/web/article-en.do?nid=843809 

That one case alone answers in the affirmative, that yes, halal certification funds terrorism. 

In the US, the Islamic Society of North America (ISNA) is a major halal certifying body. ISNA is listed by 
the US Administration in court documents as an unindicted co-conspirator with links to the Muslim 
Brotherhood and their various front groups. 

The Justice Department designated ISNA as “an un-indicted co-conspirator as part of its successful 
2007 trial of those accused of coordinating fundraising efforts for Hamas in the United States through the 
Dallas-based Holy Land Foundation, (listed as a terrorist organisation in the United States). 

Among the founders of the Holy Land Foundation is Mousa Mohammed Abu Marzook, a political leader 
of Hamas, who provided substantial funds to the Holy Land Foundation in the early 1990s, before 
Hamas was designated a terrorist organization. HLF reported Marzook's donations on its tax returns. 
Marzook was deported from the US to Jordan in 1997. He was indicted n August 20, 2004, by a US 
federal grand jury in Chicago. He and two other individuals were charged with a 15-year conspiracy to 
raise funds for terrorist attacks against Israel. 

The judge’s (Judge Solis) ruling reads: “The Government has produced ample evidence to establish the 
association of ISNA, with the Islamic Association for Palestine (IAP), and with Hamas”. 

Key evidence presented at the trial were checks written to known Hamas terrorists and deposited into 
ISNA accounts from where they were passed on to Hamas. Shukri Abu Bakr, now serving a 65-year 
sentence following his conviction on multiple counts of providing material support to Hamas, admitted to 
working from inside ISNA’s headquarters as he served as Hamas’s top operative in the United States. 

http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fpointdebasculecanada.ca%2Fmuslim-association-of-canada-a-contributor-to-hamas-fund-collector-controls-halal-certification-in-quebec%2F&h=uAQHugPhjAQF7AcRahORxZSVKmAnroJDY2AFohr6MerialQ&enc=AZNCeUcgYayi1w2ZsWy6ww9WMSwOpfwqgGlNXpnNOkG_rbMc6rxdWUb-_FqTmck7Pd_X00hX-MOFXJ_Ew95D-Az9XkZf8wpLngeWyY9EKDM5jeuKJFS0F5xZNvAWJv0fD09-8ayDAverb4HfpdvS6xv2r3fBQ9EKbFVdkJLESJSBh3bSfeV4wJ_ogsN6pu07rJ1KSYWFxXSBbgtP4Ebo6cFj&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fnews.gc.ca%2Fweb%2Farticle-en.do%3Fnid%3D843809&h=oAQEY5cbCAQGcoEMMhuSs-8gd3CSNaND774QGr3MtEPlIAw&enc=AZOHvqVxFJECtHzYjG9FrYqeIwagFXTQEmwRLskafbRN6ET8ieHfyvFHYOqhsstygcMijyr-0ZYzUM9Vh9OwV6rj3s97bOBzimTUSA-EskDcp4hjcn3c0RAeoVwLFxCPIWJNhhU2jh3H5CqJNsM8Vdg2bzk25qWXToe1xSpVJJYmamYnfontCnmVdZofJlGwEwyXTxuhB3NCLvBeGtMzlHC2&s=1


A three-page memo produced at the trial fingered both Abu Baker and ISNA as working together for the 
“coordination and accounting” of Hamas’s deadly suicide bombing campaign that killed and wounded 
thousands of Israelis between 2000 and 2003, during the so-called “2nd Palestinian Intifada.”Al-Imdaad 
Foundation – a South African charity, the British branch of which has previously partnered with Viva 
Palestina, the pro-Hamas charity established by George Galloway and that included Hamas activists 
among its staff. 

In France, researchers of the Simon Wiesenthal Centre documented ties between one of the largest 
certification organisations UOIF (Union des Organisations Islamiques de France) and the Muslim 
Brotherhood as well as radical clerics involved in jihad campaigns. 

The report states: “Furthermore, the UOIF participates directly in the financing of Hamas, through a 
French-registered charitable organisation, the CBSP (Palestinian Charitable and Relief Committee)”. 

AUSTRALIA 

Much of the funnelling of funds to terrorists is done via Islamic charities, or Not For Profit Organisations 
(NPOs). 

A number of Islamic charities are either proscribed as terrorist organisations or are accused of ties to 
terrorism. 

You can see some of these here: 

http://en.wikipedia.org/…/List_of_charities_accused_of_ties… 

In Australia, an entry in the annual report of the halal certifier, Islamic Council of Western Australia 
(ICWA), confirms using profits for “...ongoing donations to Syria. Because of the difficult civil conditions, 
the donations were made through ‘Al Imdaad’ (Islamic charity) to ensure that no recriminations could be 
directed at ICWA”. 

You can read it here (last line): 

http://www.islamiccouncilwa.com.au/presidents-report/ 

Al-Imdaad Foundation has previously partnered with Viva Palestina, the pro-Hamas charity that included 
Hamas activists among its staff. 

One of Al-Imdaad’s trustees, Qari Ziyaad Patel, has written and sung a nasheed (Islamic song) in praise 
of the Taliban. 

In 2012-13, Al-Imdaad's British branch raisedover £400,000 for the IHH, a Turkish charity widely 
accused of funding terrorism that publicly supports Hamas. Al-Imdaad UK has also given over £50,000 
(over $80,000) to the Zamzam Foundation, a Somali charity run by the Saudi funded Somali Muslim 
Brotherhood. 

In addition, events organized by Al-Imdaad UK have included speakers such as Maulana Sulaimaan 
Ravat, a South African preacher who has propagated conspiracy theories that Jews overthrew Libya's 
dictator, Colonel Gaddafi, in order to steal Libya's oil reserves. 

On September 16, 2014, The Sydney Daily Telegraph reported: 

"Islamic State supporters are siphoning money from charities and using not-for-profit organisations as a 
guise to transfer funds from Australia to finance terrorism. 

"Terror groups have turned to charities as a vehicle to move sizable funds because surveillance of 
financial transfers has increased significantly." 

You can read more here: 

www.dailytelegraph.com.au/…/ch…/story-fni0cx12-1227059675528 

http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FList_of_charities_accused_of_ties_to_terrorism&h=YAQEHemgYAQGFFwyKO4CFI7_BQgzdlVkbjS7N_gsoJod0tQ&enc=AZOukFvfiMhvn1ace44bp6bvYCOnBx3mdwb9HPaiYtzm55L-1QR050ivRUeH2lKSuFm3Hbr_-8YDABgXGwnu4MH0sfmRfuPpK8k1-5TLid5CFMz17AmGPIYnf3GycDD3qvz2_c6ukt8V2f-hsw0ja3KjPFxhIYiMdNbzlhmmFwMALeMCGPPZtlgMfeEej5omHkndnUkVJyZLmTbuuMoQWhFv&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.islamiccouncilwa.com.au%2Fpresidents-report%2F&h=TAQGjkGcjAQF06tqOy9Cp_hPby5STU4am6NCIEUFB05NAvQ&enc=AZOjz68ZFW1fbqj9BRNkMuJ16YQyDMLpwTwVU3dqTdC3ILXRoWytpHalByoNwJH7PD3yPhYwafYBX7AScMc0mG2ldzZ0TEPTpcoo8QDaWAlItpKS2q7k4WxYr7my4DdaF7ZlwKK865CELLvTy0ig9P_Q8yngsXGem5YBxBJj-Wcv2NTErj6TZmIMwIYgCcRRCsEQk5U8TR-TK7hlC_TgvUjb&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dailytelegraph.com.au%2Fnews%2Fnsw%2Fcharity-ruse-is-funding-terror-of-islamic-state%2Fstory-fni0cx12-1227059675528&h=hAQGBeoI_AQGO7YdcOeC0dEhmZAi8uwiOPoEOG4kLNSMTQA&enc=AZNWRn6FrftUmx8HSy_BBBlb_AzvseujlwwXjcIbVfeRhYN0BIdP0-6NL23wMNsj6btj3gJrKNWo3XT_wgTa6wlhsKRAc8a5kNzAVv3ARuZXmnD9c5qQ28Or5XdXOEkujZ37IhqGrtEApMNnlfRFD9kR_8XjQV4BfexnT-D95DxZmWg8VdrKakVbwCZqA9469CrpVacr6l_mq7JQvIR7oqwd&s=1


Human Appeal International (HAI) is an Islamic charity established in 1984. It has 14 offices worldwide 
including local offices in Australia at Lakemba (Sydney), Coburg (Melbourne) and Mile End (Adelaide). 

America’s CIA rang alarm bells about HAI nearly 20 years ago in 1996, reporting, “International Islamic 
charities have established a presence in nearly every country around the world that has a substantial 
Muslim population. Islamic activists dominate the leadership of the largest charities and prominent 
members of some smaller organisations have been identified as extremists. 

In regard to Human Appeal International (HAI) the CIA states, "Support to Extremist/Terrorist Activities: 
Among other activities, this organisation probably acts as a fund-raiser for Hamas.” 

In 2003 the US FBI outlined, "....a close relationship between Human Appeal International and Hamas”. 
The FBI further reported that HAI was a major recipient of funding from the outlawed 'Specially 
Designated Global Terrorist' (SDGT) entity, and the 'Holy Land Foundation' (HLF). 

In February 2005 Hamas’ website openly announced the receipt of funds from HAI, and in September of 
that year HAI was implicated in the investigation of British Hamas fundraiser Ahmad Saltana. 

The Gatestone Institute in the US, is a non-partisan, not-for-profit international policy council which 
analyses and reports on issues such as military and diplomatic threats to the United States and its allies, 
events in the Middle East and their possible consequences, and the transparency and accountability of 
international organisations. 

The Institute reported in June 2013 on ‘charities’ that are linked to Hamas, based on various government 
sources. 

Its report on HAI is as follows: 

In 2005, a website belonging to Hamas reported that funds were transferred from Human Appeal's 
affiliated organisation in the UAE to IQRA and Rifdah, two Hamas front organisations based in the West 
Bank. 

In 2004, documents obtained from the US Internal Revenue Service by Senator Charles Grassley 
revealed that the IRS considered Human Appeal International to be one of a number of charities "which 
finance terrorism and perpetuate violence." 

Further, leaked State Department cables also revealed that staff from the Human Appeal UAE branch 
were funding terror groups, and that, "In 2003, there were indications that HAI was sending financial 
support to organisations associated with Hamas and that members of its field offices in Bosnia, Kosovo, 
and Chechnya had connections to al-Qaeda associates." 

In 2008, the Israeli Government proscribed a number of Human Appeal's affiliated international branches 
as "bodies that are active abroad and which are responsible for raising very large sums for Hamas 
activities in Judea, Samaria and the Gaza Strip." 

In July 2011, Human Appeal International was one of a number of charities honoured at a Hamas 
ceremony in Gaza. 

Also in July 2011, Human Appeal hosted, along with the Palestinian Forum of Britain, an event with a 
number of radical hate preachers and Hamas supporters. 

The Palestinian Forum of Britain is one of the UK's leading pro-Hamas organisations, whose spokesman 
is Zaher Al-Birawi, a man closely connected to the Hamas leadership. 

One speaker at Human Appeal's 2011 event was Raed Saleh, a prominent supporter of Hamas, known 
for his anti-Semitic and anti-homosexual views. Saleh has claimed that 4,000 Jews skipped work at the 
World Trade Centre on 9/11, those who killed the "Martyr, Sheikh Osama Bin Laden" had "sold their 
consciences to Satan", and that the honour killing of girls is acceptable. 



One of Saleh's poems includes the lines: 

"You Jews are criminal bombers of mosques, 
Slaughterers of pregnant women and babies. 
Robbers and germs in all times, 
The Creator sentenced you to be loser monkeys, 
Victory belongs to Muslims, from the Nile to the Euphrates." 

Saleh is best known for his frequent invocation of the 'blood libel' -- an ancient anti-Semitic claim that 
Jews kill children to use their blood to make matzah at Passover. Even a British court concluded that 
Saleh's comments were hateful of Jews. 

Saleh was joined at the Human Appeal event by Ahmad Noufal (also spelled 'Nawfal'), a prominent 
figure in the Jordanian Muslim Brotherhood who is "directly involved in sponsoring and organising 
Hamas terrorist attacks against Israeli civilians." In 2005, Noufal endorsed the French Holocaust denier 
Roger Garaudy on Saudi television: 

Roger Garaudy said: "If we take the number of gas chambers and the maximal daily capacity of an oven, 
and multiply them by the period, you Zionists claim the Holocaust lasted – even if we multiply the number 
of ovens by the maximal [capacity], the figure is grossly exaggerated. The number of those burned [sic] 
was 600,000. You added another zero, and turned it into six million." 

In December 2011, Human Appeal hosted an event which featured the hate preacher Haitham al-
Haddad as a guest speaker. Al-Haddad regards Jews as, "enemies of god, and the descendants of apes 
and pigs", and disregards any form of peace until "Allah's law [will] govern the whole earth, and for no 
other law to remain." 

Haddad deems homosexuality a crime and supports the subjugation of women, telling them: "you must 
obey [your husband]." (end) 

In Australia, Human Appeal International raises much of its funds through an annual concert called 
‘Sounds of Light’, held at the end of each year at Flemington Racecourse, Melbourne, Olympic Park, 
Sydney, Town Hall, Adelaide and Riverside Theatre, Perth. 

A major ‘Gold’ sponsor of Sound of Light is Halal Helpline (www.halalhelpline.org). Gold sponsorship for 
the HAI Sounds of Light concert is $20,000. 

Halal Helpline is an affiliate of Sydney-based Halal Certification Authority Pty Ltd. 

Financing terrorism is an offence under the federal Criminal Code with a penalty of life imprisonment. 

According to the federal Attorney-General’s Department a person can be convicted of financing terrorism 
if they "donate to a charity and are aware there is a substantial risk that the donation will be used for 
terrorism purposes". 

When the Australian federal Police or Crime Commission is asked if halal certification in Australia is 
linked to terrorism, journalists usually get the stock standard answer that, “We have no information to 
indicate there are links to terrorism financing from halal certification fees” or “we are not aware of any 
direct links between the legitimate halal certification industry and money laundering or the financing of 
terrorist groups,” 

That doesn’t mean there isn’t evidence. It just means they haven’t looked or it’s impossible to follow the 
complex money trail designed by the terrorist funders to create a web of deceit. 

David Chaikin, an expert on international financial crime at the University of Sydney Business School 
has said, “If money goes to an overseas charity, the problem we've got is that charity may give money to 
another charity and that's impossible to track," 

"I think it's a bit of a needle in a haystack." 

http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.halalhelpline.org%2F&h=4AQGvUQwKAQEsALAUJayZkUtlkK7GH0VMCxhCD9LBB2xLng&enc=AZP40RzOKd-aZtgPG4XroOEPM9TOb6tegdwLKjn_yMRYlid2O7I_3TKaSLFHsxDz1dyAyiqFDVyxWqixTexcBlylg1UMcJjya9ZjCjkxY2YlsaaXCCnfwUe8rmVrd5MJ00syZX4B-Z0aVI33KAWoI4Gdpnf9_xRmvyzy9D2CFYysPHZbPaPPIe-XZjSDRTu-vRungnIUiDk3TG6cy6d6Vrlk&s=1


The Financial Action Task Force (FATF) is a global independent intergovernmental body that develops 
policies to protect the global financial system against money laundering and terrorist financing. 

FATF recommendations are recognised as the standard for global anti-money laundering (AML) and 
counter-terrorist financing (CTF). The Australian Institute of Criminology (AIC) references FATF for its 
intelligence on terrorist funding. 

The AIC is Australia's national research and knowledge centre on crime and justice under the watch of 
the Federal Minister for Justice, Michael Keenan. 

The most recent report by an Australian government on the links between terrorists and non-profit 
organisations was over three years ago. 

Julia Gillard was Prime Minister, Nicola Roxon was Attorney General and Jason Clare was Minister for 
Home Affairs and Minister for Justice. 

On February 10, 2012, Roxon and Clare released a report by the AIC on the risks of money laundering 
and terrorism funding by NPOs. It was pretty much just a rehash of the FATF warnings. 

The AIC report contains no local information or scrutiny of any NPOs, because they’ve not been checked 
out. So of course our intelligence agencies will tell reporters they have ‘no evidence’ of links from halal 
certification to terror. 

The AIC admits damningly: 

"Australia has not conducted a similar examination of financial management in the non-profit sector, 
other than to produce guidelines that include best-practice approaches to mitigating risk of abuse (see 
Regulation of the non-profit sector)." (end) 

In other words, “We haven’t bothered to look.” 

The report found that smaller, local, community-based NPOs, especially informal ethnic and faith-based 
charities (i.e. Islamic) often fall outside the watchful regulatory eye of our government agencies and are 
especially likely to be used for financing terrorism. 

The report says terror funding is undertaken by exploiting legitimate charities where funds raised for 
charitable purposes are diverted to individuals or groups associated with terrorism. Sham charities are 
common. 

In a number of cases, the NPO collects funds intended for humanitarian aid or welfare relief, but a 
percentage is specifically intended for the financing of terrorists. 

Many of the implicated “charities” form part of a complex web, moving funds between multiple accounts 
held by various charities, sister NPOs, companies (both legitimate and fictitious) and individuals. 

Multiple conduits are used in the country of money origin and transferred across different jurisdictions, 
before eventually being transmitted to the intended recipient(s) – terrorists. 

Funds are first deposited into the bank accounts of charities, or of individuals associated with charities, 
before being transferred, using cash deposits, wire transfers or other remittance schemes. 
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Phone:   
 
PLEASE WITHHOLD PERSONAL INFORMATION 
 
29th July, 2015 
 
 
Dear Sir/Madam 

Re:  THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATE FOOD INQUIRY 

As a devout practising Christian I would like to comment on HALAL CERTIFICATION.  

a. The extent of certification re halal has become so widespread it is becoming difficult to 
find many staple foods that are not Halal Certified.  If you take a look at 
www.halalchoices.com.au you will see what I mean.  When things that are naturally 
permissible for a Muslim to eat are now being Halal certified it really doesn’t make any 
sense.   Even things like transport that transports meat and other goods! 

b. Current labelling requirements are non-existent in Australia. It is done optionally and I 
have heard it costs extra to use a halal logo although that is just heresay because it’s almost 
impossible to get any information about the HALAL certification schemes.  Having no label, 
or hidden labels is deceiving the customer.  It is through this deceit that 98% of Non-Muslim 
Australians are financially supporting the 2% Muslim faith.  Absolutely ridiculous. 

c. The need for labelling re certification is a no brain-er, the entire premise of certification is 
supposed to allow observant Muslims safe knowledge of “halal” suitable products. It becomes 
entirely nonsense if this fact is not promoted and easily visible on the external packaging.   In 
fact Halal Certification has not been advertised or explained to the majority of Australians 
and certainly almost all older Australians I have spoken to who don’t use a computer have no 
idea about HALAL certification or what it means.   I can tell you from 1st hand experience 
when I have explained it to older Australians they are absolutely gobsmacked and a few curse 
words are said! 

d. Do current schemes provide information for informed choices?? Not if there are no 
indications provided on the exterior retail packaging. Another overlooked aspect to this is an 
assumption that halal just means it is healthy, this is in fact wrong. Halal means religiously 
acceptable to Islam, same as Kosher is religiously acceptable to Jews. Any information 
regarding Halal or Kosher status should also clearly explain it is a religious requirement only 
of the particular religion and may be offensive to others. More on this below!  

e. Any details of fees and their impact on pricing is totally hidden by non-disclosure 
agreements. There have been reports of larger companies paying hundreds of thousands of 
dollars per annum. There is also widely spread information that to use the logo on product 
another annual fee is charged. It beggars all belief that any company is going to forgo their 
costs of any amount, nor use these legitimate business costs against pricing formula. I am 
equally certain no shareholder is going to allow absorption of these significant costs. To date, 
no certification body or company has offered to open their books or tax records to refute 
sensible reasoning that these certification costs are indeed all passed on to the consumer.  



6. The export claims re. certification appear to be supported by only AQIS as a government 
body, and only with regard to meat products. It needs to be said however that there are also 
many claims of 'all' halal items are for export and many billions of dollars are at stake if halal 
is curtailed in any way. Logic dictates these claims are full of unsubstantiated exaggeration, if 
the figures 'claimed' are applied, Australia is supposed to be exporting sufficient amounts to 
actually feed and clothe nearly 20% of world demand- a highly unlikely situation. Some 
published export figures show very minor amounts at stake, with regard to general halal 
product. There are graphs around that show export to most Islamic countries is at the lower 
end of the scale, and not as significant as many claim. However, any and all export product is 
clearly 'not domestic' product. There should be no reason export products demand the same 
treatment on local domestic product. The proviso being any and all processing for export 
firstly meets Australian law and standards, particularly animal welfare laws. If any company 
desires the export business, then do so under Australian Law and guidelines and provide a 
separate and clearly defined domestic product.  If local religious status is required, do so with 
clear and prominent external labelling and provide a separate product line for any non-
religious affected product with all added costs of religious certification charged only to the 
end user of the certified product. 

7. The extent and adequacy of information available to the public is almost zero, because of 
the aforementioned non-disclosure agreements and seemingly across the board reticence to 
'own' any certification. Any information offered by Islamic organisations is often along the 
lines that halal is not anything to worry about and is good for everyone. This is absolutely 
wrong, and is deceitful as to the religious nature of halal status. What is absolute fact is that 
both Halal and Kosher are wholly religious practices and are matters of faith and 
subsequently belief. There are no scientific or medical reason, nor any implied health benefits 
to be gained from either dogma, that is not already inherent to foods prepared under 
Australian standards.  

In conclusion, I would like to say, Australia has been built on Christian beliefs and Christian 
Values, where are MY rights in HALAL CERTIFICATION?   I am being discriminated 
against for being a Christian. 

The majority of Australian people are paying for a system they don’t need nor do they want.  
In fact if you look at submission 205 you will see a Halal Certifier admits the scheme is full 
of thuggery with extortion mentioned and underhanded business practices.  

My shopping habits HAVE changed, I no longer buy half of what I used to, I shop more at 
local markets which is contributing to loss of revenue for the government in GST and I know 
so many who are doing exactly the same thing.   Australians feel so strongly about this and 
we feel so fed up because we have had governments who have basically agreed to this rort on 
the Australian people.  Any government is supposed to serve and look out for it’s citizens 
first.  

I strongly believe if a food is being labelled HALAL certified or even part of the product has 
halal certified products in it then it should be labelled also.   I feel even more strongly that 
halal certification has no place in Australia for the majority of the population.   If Muslims 
want halal certified foods then they should purchase same at speciality stores that provide the 
goods which are strictly and appropriately labelled.  

Thank you.  
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From: 
Sent: Thursday, 30 July 2015 1:11 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Cc: 
Subject: SUBMISSION TO SENATE COMMITTEE - THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATION OF FOOD

If companies pay for Halal certification, then it is logical
 to assume that these costs will be passed on to the
 consumer.  This price increase then represents a form
 of tax.  Only the federal Government can impose a
 tax. As far as food is concerned, no G.S.T. is levied
 on food.  This policy has the endorsement of
 Australian voters.

We object to a Halal tax on religious grounds, namely: 
 In our religion, the congregation pays for church
 buildings and other infrastructure.  We therefore
 object to this Halal tax being used to fund Muslim
 infrastructure. 

We further object to any articles we use or food that
 we eat being dedicated to another religion's God.

LLOYD AND PAM CAMPBELL

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au
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 Ph:  

PLEASE WITHHOLD PERSONAL INFORMATION 

29th July 2015 

Dear Sir/Madam 

RE THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATE FOOD INQUIRY 

As a devout practising Christian, my main concern is with HALAL Certification and would 
like to address the points below.  

The extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not 
limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food 
and general food safety certification schemes; 

Almost all products on the Australian market seem to be halal-c now, from bread, flour, 
milk, sugar, tea, coffee, honey, yogurts etc.   An accurate list can be obtained from 
www.halalchoices.com.au   Almost all cattle, sheep, chicken, goat and camel slaughtered 
in Australia are now Halal –C.    Not only foods, but we are seeing medications, cleaning 
products, plastics, transport and a myriad of other products being certified.  

2. Current labelling requirements of food certification schemes;

As far as I can tell there are no obligations on companies to inform their customers they 
are Halal-C which seems quite peculiar considering it’s for Muslims to know if the 
product is suitable for them.  

3. The need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification
fees; 

Whilst I do not wish to have any of our foods, transports, medicines etc certified for any 
religious market and think its affront to other religions and atheists if we MUST have a 
small proportion of HALAL-C for Australian Muslim consumption all such products 
should be CLEARLY labelled so we may avoid those products if we wish.   

When a company signs on for the Halal-c scheme and pays the fees, those fees ARE 
passed onto the consumer just like all costs are.  As a customer, when I purchase that 
product I am inadvertently financially supporting a religion that I have no wish to 
support.   Because Halal-c has been very QUIETLY implemented into our society I feel 
this has effectively been theft by stealth.   I am disgusted not only with the Muslim 
community but with our Government for allowing it to happen and with those companies 



who in the majority of cases have been duped into certifying a product that doesn’t need 
it.  

4. Whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers
to make informed purchasing decisions; 

The current scheme does not have anywhere near enough information available for the 
consumer to make an informed decision at the checkout.   Because of current world 
events and also because of other countries experiences with Halal-c schemes supporting 
Islamic Charities who are in turn supporting ISIS of course people have a right to be 
concerned that NO MONEY of theirs is supporting such an evil, diabolical ideology.    
Whilst of course not all Muslims are supportive of ISIS, the fact is ISIS is Islamic and we 
don’t see any protests in the street by Muslims having their say against IS leaves me very 
sceptical.  

As per the old www.afic.com.au website it stated all moneys raised by the Halal-C 
scheme were used in building more mosques and building Islamic schools.  As a non-
believer in the Islamic faith why should I be asked to financially support that religion 
through my weekly shop? 

In light of the above I think everyone is entitled to have very real concerns over where the 
money goes.     

Mr. Ayan in submission number 205 states “It is fair to say that halal certification, and 
particularly how certifiers practice it, has many deep seated problems. Their audit and 
supervision as well as their service provision are poor. There are also credible reports that 
some engage in corrupt, unethical and improper practices. The system allow s them to do so 
and some therefore take full advantage of it.  Halal certification has been widely described by 
leading members of the Muslim community, aptly in view, as a cash cow whose function is to 
collect as much money as possible in exchange for little or no provision of services beyond 
signing and issuing certificates.” He also states “important to point out that all the halal 
certifiers are not Islamic societies, even though some may disguise themselves as being so 
and even though the government claims that they are” 

As we can see from Mr Ayans admissions there are so many issues that need to be addressed. 
We can see the level of corruption by what is being Halal-C.  Flour, sugar, salt, milk, honey, 
plastics, transport etc etc.  The lack of labelling and general understanding by the Australian 
community shows the whole HALAL-C business is deceitful, corrupt and needs to removed 
from the Australian domestic market altogether.  

5. Details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers,
and the potential for these to impact on prices for consumers; 

With each expense imposed on a supplier the price of the goods rise.  In fact we all know 
Australia is one of the most expensive places to live - even surpassing Switzerland now.  
Does Halal-c impact on product price? -  of course it does.  It must, as business need to 
recover costs to keep their margins.  



6. The importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and
returns to producers; 

Whilst I accept there is a growing market for our beef, sheep, goat and camel overseas.  I 
believe most abattoirs are now Halal-c and employing only Muslim slaughtermen.  I wonder 
how the rest of the world’s non Islamic countries would feel knowing they are importing 
Halal-c and slaughtered meats.   

There is growing concern around the world as people become more and more aware of what 
is happening regarding Halal-C.  It’s quite possible that having Halal-c meat would be 
detrimental to a lot of our non-Islamic export markets.   It’s already impacting local 
supermarkets as more and more people are turning away from large chain supermarkets and 
local butchers and going to local markets to source halal free foods.    

In closing I would like to say, the government has no idea on how this is impacting on 
business.  As many people are turning away from the supermarkets, not buying packaged 
foods and instead sourcing foods from local markets, the impact this has just on GST revenue 
must be huge.   

I’m truly disgusted my government has allowed and supported this scheme and people have 
unknowingly been financially supporting the Islamic faith without knowing it.  How dare the 
government allow the majority of Australian citizens to have their own beliefs (whatever they 
may be) ignored and perhaps even contravened by forcing them to inadvertently purchase the 
religiously certified goods.   

Regards, 
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 To the Hon. Senator Cory Bernardi and committee members, 
 
We wish to state our opinion regarding the terms of reference point “whether 
current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make 
informed purchasing decisions”, especially in regards to GMO labeling. 
 
There are labels on food ingredients lists that state common allergens so that the 
consumer can purchase the product knowing that it is in accordance with their 
dietary needs. There are also country of origin labels on food so that we can 
make informed decisions in that regard too. But when it comes to GMO products 
it is not legally binding for the companies to state this difference and therefore 
the consumer may be purchasing products that go against their wishes. 
 
Our objection to consuming GMO products is related to the patenting of natural 
products and augmenting them in a way that takes away their natural function 
(ie: plants producing seeds that are sterile) forcing farmers to purchase new 
seeds from companies each year rather than producing their own seeds – which 
has been done by farmers throughout history. For example; hybrid canola that is 
resistant to herbicide or is “Round Up ready” should most definitely be labeled as 
such – in any product it is used in – as this is not only genetically different to its 
natural state but is also contaminated with chemical sprays that have not been 
independently researched and proven safe for human consumption due to 
patenting laws that stop this from being done. Genetic modification in this way 
gives precedence to commercial interests over food safety and this just seems so 
wrong to us - against common sense and logical thinking. 
If GMO companies have nothing to hide and truly believe their products are safe, 
they should proudly label their products as GMO, the same way that certified 
organic farmers do of their products. Highlighting this difference in the market 
should be seen as an advantage by the producer and not kept hidden from the 
consumer. Being conscious consumers we suggest that “GMO FREE” labeling be 
used in the form of a certification from a regulating body (like organic products 
are) with strict rules, which can only be applied to 100% GMO free products. 
Leaving GMO producers to self regulate is not in the public’s best interest as their 
not applying for a GMO certification could lead to their products being on the 
market unlabeled and therein not providing all the information for consumers to 
make an informed purchasing decision.   
 
We believe that genetic modification is self-serving of vested interests and any 
advantage of supposed increased yield is out-weighed by future food shortages 
and safety issues due to unforeseen consequences. Plants that are modified to be 
resistant to insect attack may also be toxic for humans to consume – we use the 
word may as there hasn’t been the time spent on finding out if this is possible. 
 
GMO is not the way to go, it’s not working within the laws of nature and it’s not 
the answer. So, please, make it a legal requirement for these foods to be labeled, 
or at least, have a certifying body that can provide a guarantee that those foods 
that are not GMO can be easily identified for all consumers. 
 
Thank you for your time. 
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From: Ossie Isenegger  
Sent: Wednesday, 29 July 2015 8:36 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal Food Certification

Ossie Isenegger

Tel.
Email: 

The Economics Reference Committee       
Food Certification
 Schemes

Dear Sir /Madam
The Halal Food Certification and Tax
Some years ago we were assured by parliamentarians that Sharia law will not become part of our law system.
 Are people aware that the Halal tax on goods and services is part of Sharia law? It is unfair that the 98% of
 Australian non-Muslims have to pay this tax. I understand that the Halal symbol is not even displayed on all
 items that are burdened with this tax.
If local Muslims want to purchase Halal-certified products – fair and good. Or if exporters of products to
 Islamic countries want to pay the Halal tax, the cost should be borne by them and not be spread to the whole
 community. Let it also be noted that Halal-slaughter is cruel. 
The Halal tax should be abolished. At the very least, every product that has been burdened with this tax should
 clearly display the Halal symbol. Then consumers are informed and can do their shopping accordingly.
Yours sincerely
Ossie Isenegger

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au
mailto:oisenegger@me.com
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From: 
Sent: Wednesday, 29 July 2015 9:25 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal certification.

Hi,
I object  to paying a levy on my food simple because a minority group wants to charge it.
 The whole process is a gigantic scam on the Australian people instigated by muslims,
 facilitated by our laws,condoned by our politicians and allowed to continue because of
 apathy...

I object and want this tariff removed and certifiers closed down

sincerely 
David Goodwin 

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au
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From: Dorothy Long  
Sent: Wednesday, 29 July 2015 9:38 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal Certification

It is my view that this action should not be continued in Australia.  There is no certainty to what advantage or to
 whose gain this practice contributes to, and without that accountability, is not appropriate.

Yours truly,

Dorothy Long

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au
mailto:cana.services@gmail.com
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From: John Abbott  
Sent: Wednesday, 29 July 2015 9:59 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal Certification

I am a Christian and do not subscribe to Hala Certification on the food I eat.

I strongly object to Australian Companies being made to pay a tax (as I view it) on processed
 foods and even non food items for the sake of appeasing a foreign people with a foreign
 religion.

John Abbott

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au
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From:  
Sent: Wednesday, 29 July 2015 10:21 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Food certification schemes submission

Dear food certification schemes inquiry,

I wish to address point (g) of the committee’s terms of reference, and particularly ask the committee to consider
 the importance of investigating whether some Australian halal certification organisations could be using funds
 raised from Australian businesses to fund, directly or indirectly, Islamic terrorism.

Firstly, all practising Muslims and Islamic organisations, including halal certifiers, are obliged to give Zakat to
 Islamic causes which amounts to 2.5% their wealth per year to be distributed among 8 categories. Some of
 these categories are laudable, such as helping the poor, but one is to support those fighting for Allah. Some
 Muslims claim to interpret this in an innocuous way, but a more widespread understanding is that this money is
 to go to those engaged in Islamic military operations for whom no salary is allotted i.e. volunteers for jihad.
 And Halal certifiers have been caught funding terrorism in this way before. In 2007 and 2008 the Islamic
 Society of North America was named by the Justice Department as involved with funding the terrorist group
 Hamas.

Secondly, I ask the committee to take into account that there is no religious requirement in Islam for Halal
 certification. A Muslim is obliged to eat foods only halal foods, but the vast majority of foods are halal by their
 very nature. Certification is at best a convenience for Muslims, and certifying bodies are only recent business
 constructs which began in the 1980s. It was soon discovered, however, that these organisations were very good
 at raising large amounts of money from gullible Westerners and now senior Muslim leaders are stating publicly
 that ‘halal can enable Muslims to dominate global economy and conquer the world.’

I put it to the committee that in-light of the above points and the common theme of Islam running through the
 halal certifying industry and world terrorism, that it is very much in the public interest to require a much higher
 standard of financial oversight and regulation of these bodies to ensure that money raised from Australian
 businesses is not being used against Australian interests.

Under Australian laws, individuals also have the freedom to practice their religious beliefs while simultaneously
 enjoying protections that prevent them from being coerced into adhering with or financially contributing to
 religious beliefs that they do not support or follow.

Halal certification is confusing and chaotic:
• The vast majority of consumers are being coerced into adhering with the dictates of a religion that most
 Australians do not practice by effectively being forced to unknowingly purchase food – particularly meat – that
 is not just food, but the product of an Islamic ritual animal sacrifice in accordance with Sharia law.
• Consumers are unknowingly funding mosques and other Islamic projects (including overseas) when they
 purchase halal certified food.
• Producers and food outlets are seeking halal certification to expand into export markets, while failing to
 disclose this certification to Australian consumers, possibly because it would affect domestic sales.
• Any costs associated with meeting the demand for food that meets Islamic Sharia law requirements should be
 met by those wishing to consume this food e.g. only Muslims.

The  majority of chicken meat in Australia is produced from an Islamic ritual animal sacrifice in accordance
 with Sharia law. Consequently, instead of a minority of Muslims seeking specific chicken meat products at
 specialty stores that cater for their religious beliefs, it is the majority of non- Muslim Australians who must
 now seek specialty suppliers if they do not want to eat chicken meat that has been sacrificed to the Islamic god,
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 Allah. Australians are now effectively contributing financially to Islamic programs and adhering to Islamic
 religious beliefs they do not wish to support.

The majority of Australians do not support Sharia law. Yet we are being forced to into compliance with this law
 because we have little choice and sometimes cannot find an option, and are forced to adher with Sharia law and
 consequently have effectively lost the right to religious freedom.

If it is good enough to gain certification by complying Islamic Sharia law dictates in order to increase profit
 from new export markets, but not good enough to disclose that fact to the domestic market, then it is clear that
 certification does not always lead to increased sales. It is also clear that this constitutes a market failure in
 effective labelling.
This submission argues that food producers and consumers should be on a level playing field. If a religious
 element is added to food in order to obtain certification, this should be disclosed to everyone.

I object to:
-       eating halal meat that is sacrificed to the Islamic god, Allah.
-       eating meat coming from animals that are not irreversibly stunned, or not stunned at all.
• Animal cruelty and the concerns raised by the RSPCA about the level of animal suffering associated with
 reversible stunning. These concerns appear to be justified in scientific studies.
• there  being a requirement for abattoirs to conduct halal slaughters without stunning in Australia.
• the fact that some Islamic halal certification authorities in Australia oppose stunning on religious grounds.
• the fact that Australian consumers have no way of knowing whether the meat they eat is part of an Islamic
 ritual animal sacrifice, or if the slaughter process is done with irreversible stunning, reversible stunning, or no
 stunning at all.

I request that Labels must be placed on food if it:
• is the product of a religious ritual
• is produced by a person specifically employed because of their religious belief
• is religiously certified and certification fees are paid to fund religious programs.

Food producers who produce food that is automatically halal (like bread and water) should not be required to
 pay certification fees to state this.
• Religious food certification authorities should be registered.
• Religious food certification authorities should be required to disclose their standards, fees and financial
 records.
• A proper inquiry should be established to examine a number of other issues in relation to halal certification
 other than food labelling issues.

Yours sincerely,

Mrs Anne Window
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From: 
Sent: Wednesday, 29 July 2015 10:47 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal Certification

To the Senate Standing Committees on Economics

I am greatly concerned about the halal certification schemes here in Australia. The three main concerns I have
 are the lack of labelling; the cost of the certification being paid by the food company rather than the benefactor
 (Islamic community) with the likely outcome that the cost is passed on to all consumers; and secular workplace
 discrimination based on religion.

The lack of labelling means everyone is unaware of which companies have purchased Halal certification for
 their products, thereby making this costly process completely unproductive for our society. Muslims who want
 to know what has been labelled Halal are not able to make an informed decision. Others who do not wish to
 financially support this scheme are also unable to make an informed decision to avoid buying these products.
 The ability to choose has been taken away from all Australians as the Halal Certification schemes remain
 hidden. Who does this benefit?

If the Islamic community in Australia desires Halal certification then not only does it need to be clearly marked
 to benefit them but they should then pay for this benefit. No one else in Australia is benefitting from these
 schemes so why should the cost be paid by the company and then ultimately passed down to the regular
 consumer? This is not a fair system. The 97.8% non muslims (who receive no benefit) in Australia paying the
 great majority of these scheme fees for the 2.2% of muslims, some of whom may benefit.

Clearly labelled Halal certified products paid for by the Islamic community will still impact the Australian
 community negatively if job security for non muslims is compromised by these schemes (such as workers in
 the abattoirs). Australians need to feel secure knowing that there will be no workplace discrimination based on
 religion in secular settings.

What can be done about these problems with the Halal certification schemes?

A governing body needs to be put in place to provide accountability for all these schemes so that
 #1 all certified products are clearly labelled
 #2 fair systems of 'user pays' are implemented
 #3 non muslims in secular workplaces are not negatively affected

Thankyou for investigating Halal Certification Schemes and for your consideration of my concerns in this
 important matter.

Respectfully,
Danielle Bromley
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From: Bill Burns  
Sent: Wednesday, 29 July 2015 10:39 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Food Labling

To the Sectary,
 As part of the food labelling review I ask that all food that has any religious ritual performed over it to be

 clearly labeled. This is not the case at present where the halal symbol is hard to locate. I as well as the Muslims
 need to be able to clearly choose.

 The labelling of the “made in Australia” labels need to be as large as the product label itself. At present it
 is deliberately reduced in size where it is almost impossible to read with our some reading aid. The pie chart of
 Senator Joyce is a good idea as long as it is visible and not placed on the inside of the box. 
All the best,
Bill Burns
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From:  
Sent: Wednesday, 29 July 2015 10:41 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: The Halal certification industry needs greater scrutiny

Dear Senate Standing Committee on Economics,

With reference to the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about halal certifiers, the
 possibility that Australian businesses are unwittingly funding Islamic terrorism through this means concerns us
 greatly. We therefore ask the committee to ensure that our national security is not being compromised by
 permitting these schemes to operate in Australia.

Terrorist groups have been funded by the proceeds of Halal certification before. For example, in 2007 and 2008
 the Islamic Society of North America, an organisation involved in halal certification, was named by the Justice
 Department as a co-conspirator in two federal trials dealing with the financing of the terrorist group Hamas.
 Whilst no Australian groups have yet been implicated, many of the certifying bodies operating here are
 subsidiaries of overseas Islamic organisations making it very difficult to determine where some of the money
 ultimately ends up.

And the money Australian companies pay to Islamic certifying bodies is considerable. It is reported that fees
 range from as much as $300,000 a year for an abattoir, $40,000 for a chicken processor to $5000 for a suburban
 take-away. Even if only a small fraction of these sums are used for nefarious purposes, it would still amount to
 a significant funding source for terrorist groups and would materially increase the risk to Australian civilians
 and soldiers.

We therefore ask that the committee recommend that the Federal Government put in place mechanisms for
 more closely regulating and monitoring Australian Halal certification bodies, as well as their overseas parent
 bodies, to ensure that no portion of the considerable money paid to them by Australian businesses funds
 Islamic terrorism.

Yours faithfully,

Mr Hamish and Anita Henke
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From: rubin cairns  
Sent: Thursday, 30 July 2015 12:02 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Senate enquiry into food certification schemes

Hello Committee,
 It is against my religion to consume halal products but I find it hard to

 purchase non halal products because many halal certified products are not labelled as
 such. This takes away my freedom to choose non halal certified products. I believe the
 government should enforce clear labeling on all halal certified products. If only 3% of the
 population are Muslim why is so much of our food halal certified? Halal certification
 should only be paid by those that require it. The proceeds of halal certification should also
 be disclosed by all halal certification companies and this should be enforced by the
 government. Thank you,

Rubin Cairns
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

From: Dean Johnson  
Sent: Thursday, 30 July 2015 12:09 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject:

It's of deep concern that everyday Australians are forced to pay extra for their food so
 satisfy 2.2% of the population.
Before I go into details I live with an Afghani Muslim refugee, so my views are not based on
 racists or antireligious motivations.
THE ISSUE:
We don't see other religious groups marking our foods suitable for their consumption, why
 is it so important that Muslims get this special attention?
They say that the export markets are expanded by these certifications yet we have not
 seen a drop in food costs and my understanding is they have not really expanded our
 exports.
Whets even more of a concern some of the certification companies that are out there brag
 about the millions they are making and torment the general population with their
 successes and future plans calling those apposed to halal certification bigots.
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It's my understanding Halal certification also enjoys tax free income as a religious
 organization, how is it one man can make millions from it, clearly it's not going to the
 religion but to his personal wealth. This also needs to be looked into deeply.
How can we trust such organizations who show no or little respect to the Australian
 population?
The Muslims are cornering industry, non Muslims cant work as slaughter men anymore in
 85% of the meat industry. This is discrimination is it not? I thought there were laws to
 make sure people are employed based fairly and not on race, color or religion? Why is this
 being ignored for Muslims?
The cruelty to animals is a major concern, why has the RSPCA given a blind eye to this kind



 of slaughter, it's been banned in Denmark (including kosher) stating.. Animal welfare
 comes before religion (see video below)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=07wkOwwkwFM

PROPOSED SOLUTION:
Make companies state in their ingredients if its halal or not in fine print along with all the
 other listings. At no charge to the company.
If a company is claiming hahal and is proven they do not comply then they are fined with
 proceeds going to the government to benefit the wider community.
If it is so important these classifications are in place I propose the government creates a
 department that employs Muslims to check halal standards and all fees go to the
 government to benefit the entire community not just a small % .
Please keep Australia fair to everyone and stop this one sided protection of a Minority.

Dean Johnson
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From: Greg Latta  
Sent: Thursday, 30 July 2015 12:18 AM To: 
Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Submission Re Hal Al certification

I wish to lodge an objection to Certification of Hal al Products and Services on the following
 points.

1. I do not wish to pay an extra charge for a certification that does not benefit me  and incurs
extra cost on my goods and Services the costs of certification are passed on to
 the consumer whether they like it or not. And are of no benefit to me.

2. As the Muslim population is less than 3% of Australia’s total population it isan unfair cost
to impose on the majority of the population.

3. It is against my beliefs to eat Hal Al certified food.
4. Just as it is against my beliefs to eat Hal Al certified food it is permissible for Muslims to eat

any food Hal Al or not by just saying a simple prayer over the food to make it acceptable
to eat.

5.Because some foods can only be handled by Muslims and prepared by Muslims it is causing
 Work place discrimination on the grounds of Gender and Race is this not against our laws?  and
 excluding other workers                from working in some industries.

I hope that you give my views due consideration and put the interests of the majority of
 Australians first

Yours Sincerely

 Greg Latta
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From:  
Sent: Thursday, 30 July 2015 1:23 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Food certification schemes submission

Dear food certification schemes inquiry,

We wish to address point (g) of the committee’s terms of reference, and particularly ask the committee to
 consider the importance of investigating whether some Australian halal certification organisations could be
 using funds raised from Australian businesses to fund, directly or indirectly, Islamic terrorism.

Firstly, all practising Muslims and Islamic organisations, including halal certifiers, are obliged to give Zakat to
 Islamic causes which amounts to 2.5% their wealth per year to be distributed among 8 categories. Some of
 these categories are laudable, such as helping the poor, but one is to support those fighting for Allah. Some
 Muslims claim to interpret this in an innocuous way, but a more widespread understanding is that this money is
 to go to those engaged in Islamic military operations for whom no salary is allotted i.e. volunteers for jihad.
 And Halal certifiers have been caught funding terrorism in this way before. In 2007 and 2008 the Islamic
 Society of North America was named by the Justice Department as involved with funding the terrorist group
 Hamas.

Secondly, we ask the committee to take into account that there is no religious requirement in Islam for Halal
 certification. A Muslim is obliged to eat foods only halal foods, but the vast majority of foods are halal by their
 very nature. Certification is at best a convenience for Muslims, and certifying bodies are only recent business
 constructs which began in the 1980s. It was soon discovered, however, that these organisations were very good
 at raising large amounts of money from gullible Westerners and now senior Muslim leaders are stating publicly
 that ‘halal can enable Muslims to dominate global economy and conquer the world.’

We put it to the committee that in-light of the above points and the common theme of Islam running through the
 halal certifying industry and world terrorism, that it is very much in the public interest to require a much higher
 standard of financial oversight and regulation of these bodies to ensure that money raised from Australian
 businesses is not being used against Australian interests.

Yours sincerely,

Gaetano and Robyn D'Aprile
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116 Commonwealth not to legislate in respect of religion 
The Commonwealth shall not make any law for establishing any 

religion, or for imposing any religious observance, or for 

prohibiting the free exercise of any religion, and no religious test 5 
shall be required as a qualification for any office or public trust 

under the Commonwealth. 

 
WELSH v. UNITED STATES, 398 U.S. 333 (1970), 398 U.S. 333, WELSH v. UNITED STATES, 

CERTIORARI TO THE UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS FOR THE NINTH CIRCUIT, No. 76., 10 
Argued January 20, 1970, Decided June 15, 1970  
 

1. The language of 6 (j) cannot be construed (as it was in United States v. Seeger, supra, and as it is in the 

prevailing opinion) to exempt from military service all individuals who in good faith oppose all war, it 

being clear from both the legislative history and textual analysis of that provision that Congress used the 15 
words "by reason of religious training and belief" to limit religion to its theistic sense and to confine it to 

formal, organized worship or shared beliefs by a recognizable and cohesive group. Pp. 348-354.  

2. The question of the constitutionality of 6 (j) cannot be avoided by a construction of that provision that is 

contrary to its intended meaning. Pp. 354-356.  

3. Section 6 (j) contravenes the Establishment Clause of the First Amendment by exempting those whose 20 
conscientious objection claims are founded on a theistic belief while not exempting those whose claims are 

based on a secular belief. To comport with that clause an exemption must be "neutral" and include those 

whose belief emanates from a purely moral, ethical, or philosophical source. Pp. 356-361.  

4. In view of the broad discretion conferred by the Act's severability clause and the longstanding policy of 

exempting religious conscientious objectors, the Court, rather than nullifying the exemption entirely, should 25 
extend its coverage to those like petitioner who have been unconstitutionally excluded from its coverage. 

Pp. 361-367.  

END QUOTE -part 1 ‘ADDRESS TO THE COURT’ 

 

Therefore the Commonwealth cannot legislate as to religion.  30 

However the Framers of the Constitution also stated; 

 
Hansard 7-3-1898 Constitution Convention Debates  (Official Record of the Debates of the National 

Australasian Convention) 

QUOTE 35 

   Sir EDWARD BRADDON (Tasmania).-I have an amendment to move on behalf of Tasmania, and also an 

amendment of my own. The clause we have before us says that a state shall not make any law prohibiting the 

free exercise of any religion. It is quite possible that this might make lawfull practices which would otherwise 

be strictly prohibited. Take, for instance, the Hindoos. One of their religious rites is the "suttee," and 

another is the "churruck,"-one meaning simply murder, and the other barbarous cruelty, to the 40 
devotees who offer themselves for the sacrifice.  

   Dr. COCKBURN.-The Thugs are a religious sect.  

   Sir EDWARD BRADDON.-Yes. If this is to be the law, these people will be able to practise the rites 

of their religion, and the amendment I have to suggest is the insertion of some such words as these:-  

  But shall prevent the performance of any such religious rites, as are of a cruel or demoralizing 45 
character or contrary to the law of the Commonwealth.  

END QUOTE 
 

Hansard 2-3-1898 Constitution Convention Debates 

QUOTE 50 

   Mr. FRASER (Victoria).-I think that if we give the right to an infinitesimal minority to come here and 

indulge in extraordinary practices, under the pretence that this is a new religion, we may have all the 

theatres and all the music-halls in Australia open on Sundays. If that is possible we ought to do what 

we can to provide against it.  
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   Mr. HIGGINS (Victoria).-I want if I can to recommend the Commonwealth Bill and get it carried. But 

why should we be faced with this difficulty? You have put in the preamble a religious recital which is not in 

the Constitution of the United States of America, but you have not put in the safeguard against religious 

intolerance which they have there. I ask honorable members how I shall face that difficulty? There is a grave 

suspicion evidenced by what I said that there were 36,000 distinct signatures upon this very point. I do not 5 
think it is too much for me to say that we ought to reassure those persons. They may be wrong. It may be 

right, as my friend (Mr. Barton) says, that there is no power by implication in the Commonwealth to pass this 

law. It may be right as he says, that the Commonwealth ought to have the power. But I only say that it is a 

state matter, and it should be left to the states. My honorable friend (Mr. Fraser), with all respect to him, 

shows the current ignorance on this matter because he will not understand that the state, if my proposal is 10 
carried, will have the same power as it has now to stop any theatrical performances on Sunday.  

END QUOTE 
 

Hansard 2-3-1898 Constitution Convention Debates 

QUOTE 15 

   Mr. HIGGINS.-That is the question-are those dangers non-existent?  

   Mr. BARTON.-I do not think the fact that we may be held by law to be a Christian community is any 

reason for us to anticipate that there will be any longer any fear of a reign of Christian persecution-any fear 

that there will be any remnant of the old ideas which have caused so much trouble in other ages. The whole 

of the advancement in English-speaking communities, under English laws and English institutions, has shown 20 
a less and less inclination to pass laws for imposing religious tests, or exacting religious observances, or to 

maintain any religion. We have not done that in Australia. We have abolished state religion in all these 

colonies; we have wiped out every religious test, and we propose now to establish a Government and a 

Parliament which will be at least as enlightened as the Governments and Parliaments which prevail in various 

states; therefore, what is the practical fear against which we are fighting? That is the difficulty I have in 25 
relation to this proposed clause. If I thought there was any-the least-probability or possibility, taking into 

consideration the advancement of liberal and tolerant ideas that is constantly going on of any of these various 

communities utterly and entirely retracing its steps, I might be with the honorable member. If we, in these 

communities in which we live, have no right whatever to anticipate a return of methods which were practised 

under a different state or Constitution, under a less liberal measure of progress and advancement; if, as this 30 
progress goes on, the rights of citizenship are more respected; if the divorce between Church and State 

becomes more pronounced; if we have no fear of a recurrence of either the ideas or the methods of former 

days with respect to these colonies, then I do suggest that in framing a Constitution for the Commonwealth of 

Australia, which we expect to make at least as enlightened, and which we expect to be administered with as 

much intellectuality as any of the other Constitutions, we are not going to entertain fears in respect of the 35 
Commonwealth which we will not attempt to entertain with respect to any one of the states. Now, we have 

shown that we do not intend these words to apply to our states by striking out clause 109. That might be a 

provision that might be held to be too express in its terms, because there may be practices in various 

religions which are believed in by persons who may enter into the Commonwealth belonging to other 

races, which practices would be totally abhorrent to the ideas, not only to any Christian, but to any 40 
civilized community; and inasmuch as the Commonwealth is armed with the power of legislation in 

regard to immigration and emigration, and with regard to naturalization, and also with regard to the 

making of special laws for any race, except the aboriginal races belonging to any state-inasmuch as we 

have all these provisions under which it would be an advisable thing that the Commonwealth, under its 

regulative power, should prevent any practices from taking place which are abhorrent to the ideas of 45 
humanity and justice of the community; and inasmuch as it is a reasonable thing that these outrages on 

humanity and justice (if they ever occur) should be prohibited by the Commonwealth, it would be a 

dangerous thing, perhaps, to place in the Bill a provision which would take out [start page 1772] of their 

hands the power of preventing any such practices.  

   Mr. HIGGINS.-Do you think that the Commonwealth has that power under the existing Bill?  50 

   Mr. BARTON.-I am not sure that it has not. I am not sure that it has not power to prevent anything 

that may seem an inhuman practice by way of religious rite.  

   Mr. HIGGINS.-I want to leave such matters to the states.  

END QUOTE 
 55 
. 
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Hansard 7-2-1898 Constitution Convention Debates (Official Record of the Debates of the National 

Australasian Convention) 

QUOTE    Mr. HIGGINS.- 

"religion is ever a matter between God and the individual; the imposing of religious tests hath been the 

greatest engine of tyranny in the world." 5 
END QUOTE 

 

Hansard 8-2-1898 Constitution Convention Debates (Official Record of the Debates of the National 

Australasian Convention) 

QUOTE 10 
   Mr. BARTON.-Yes, since then, as is pointed out in a little handbook which my honorable friend lent me. 

But the question for us to consider is whether a court like the Federal High Court or the Privy Council would 

ever come to such a conclusion. One would think it highly improbable. The real question that may arise under 

this Constitution is whether the Commonwealth can make a law establishing or prohibiting the free exercise 

of any religion. I take it that in the absence of a provision in the Constitution conferring that power 15 
upon the Commonwealth it will be impossible for the Commonwealth to do so. For this reason I think 

we need scarcely trouble ourselves to impose any restrictions. Under a Constitution like this, the 

withholding of a power from the Commonwealth is a prohibition against the exercise of such a power.  

END QUOTE 
 20 
 

HANSARD 1-3-1898 Constitution Convention Debates 

QUOTE 

Mr. BARTON.- The position with regard to this Constitution is that it has no legislative power, except 

that which is actually given to it in express terms or which is necessary or incidental to a power given. 25 
END QUOTE 

 

HANSARD 2-3-1898 Constitution Convention Debates  

QUOTE  Dr. QUICK (Victoria).- 

If under a Constitution in which no such words as these appear such legislation has been carried, what 30 
further danger will arise from inserting the words in our Constitution? I do not see, speaking in 

ordinary language, how the insertion of such words could possibly lead to the interpretation that this is 

necessarily a Christian country and not otherwise, because the words "relying upon the blessing of 

Almighty God" could be subscribed to not only by Roman Catholics and Protestants, but also by Jews, 

Gentiles, and even by Mahomedans. The words are most universal, and are not necessarily applicable 35 
only to Christians. 

END QUOTE 

. 

Hansard 2-3-1898 Constitution Convention Debates 
QUOTE 40 

   Mr. BARTON.-No; because you do not give any power with regard to punishing crime to the 

Commonwealth, but you do give power to the Commonwealth to make special laws as to alien races; and the 

moment you do that the power of making such laws does not remain in the hands of the states; and if you 

place in the hands of the Commonwealth the power to prevent such practices as I have described you should 

not defeat that regulative power of the Commonwealth. I do not think that that applies at all, however, to 45 
any power of regulating the lives and proceedings of citizens, because we do not give any such power to 

the Commonwealth, whilst we do give the Commonwealth power with regard to alien races; and having 

given that power, we should take care not to take away an incident of it which it may be necessary for 

the Commonwealth to use by way of regulation. I have had great hesitation about this matter, but I think I 

shall be prevented from voting for the first part; and as to establishing any religion, that is so absolutely out of 50 
the question, so entirely not to be expected-  

   Mr. SYMON.-It is part of the unwritten law of the Constitution that a religion shall not be established.  

END QUOTE 

And 

Hansard 2-3-1898 Constitution Convention Debates 55 
QUOTE 

   Mr. REID.-I suppose that money could not be paid to any church under this Constitution?  
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   Mr. BARTON.-No; you have only two powers of spending money, and a church could not receive the 

funds of the Commonwealth under either of them.  

  [start page 1773] 

END QUOTE 

 5 

The question therefore is if the Halal certification is an exercise of a religion? 

 

In my view it is not. It is nothing more but some business enterprise that slugs people who are 

not of the Islamic faith to nevertheless pay for the usage of the Halal certification. 

In my view, it is unconstitutional to force upon people who are not of the Islamic faith to 10 

nevertheless be forced to pay for the Halal certification. 

. 

In my view any Halal certified food should be sold separately and businesses should allow any 

person to purchase goods without the Halal certification being applied.   

While I understand that there are limitations as to what Muslims may or may not consume, and 15 

so Halal certification assist them, then they can go to special stores and  pay a  premium for this 

kind of special market food or whatever. After all Halal certification is now used on numerous 

items nothing to do with consuming or not consuming certain foods. 

 

Halal certification is so to say a form of taxation not by the Federal Government but by those 20 

who claims to have the power to apply such a charge for Halal certification. By this customers 

who purchase for example at a supermarket items are by this forced to fund a religion they may 

in fact oppose its doctrine. It is then a violation of their “religious freedom”! 

As I indicated we have embedded in the constitution “political liberty” and I held that 

compulsory voting was contrary to my constitutional rights and so unconstitutional and the 25 

County Court of Victoria exercising federal jurisdiction upheld both appeals.  

Likewise to force me to contribute by the Halal certification to the Islamic religion is a violation 

of my “religious liberty”.  

I understand that this Halal certification is going mad to include items nothing to do with 

consuming food. It is a money spinning certification on items that underlines the misuse and 30 

abuse of it all. 

. 

One has to ask what is the purposed and justification of Halal certification and why should it be 

forced upon people who may not desire to contribute financially to this Halal certification but are 

forced to do so because items are too often now with halal certification. 35 

. 

Are we next going to have the absurdity that anyone enjoying rays of sunshine is bound to pay 

for Halal certification?  

 
One major Queensland meat processor, which did not want to be identified, claimed it had been quoted 40 
$27,000 a month in Halal certification fees through another MUI-endorsed certifier - four times more than 

AHFS had been charging.Oct 18, 2013 

 

Aussie firms paying inflated price to have Halal certification 

www.news.com.au/...halal-certification/story-fncynjr2-1226743120181 45 
 

http://www.halal-australia.com.au/fees-and-charges/ 
QUOTE 

http://www.news.com.au/national/aussie-firms-paying-inflated-price-to-have-halal-certification/story-fncynjr2-1226743120181
http://www.halal-australia.com.au/fees-and-charges/


 

 

6 

p6                            30-7-2015          © Mr G. H. Schorel-Hlavka O.W.B. 

INSPECTOR-RIKATI® about the BLACK HOLE in the CONSTITUTION-DVD 

A 1st edition limited special numbered book on Data DVD ISBN 978-0-9803712-6-0 

PLEASE NOTE: You may order books in the INSPECTOR-RIKATI® series by E-mail 

  

 
 About Us 

 Why Halal Certify? 

 Why choose Halal Australia? 

 FAQs 5 

 Clarifying Misconceptions about Halal 

 Halal Australia in the Community 

 Halal Australia in the Media 

 Recognition & Affiliation 

 Global Halal Trade Opportunities 10 

 Client Testimonials 

 Apply Here 

 Contact Us 

Please activate the Breadcrumb-NavXT plug-in to use the section. 

Halal Australia will always endeavor to provide applicants with full details and explanations of the fees and 15 

charges involved prior to commencing work. Fees are charged according to each individual client’s needs and 

will vary depending on the: 

 Product category 

 Risk factors involved from a Halal and quality point of view 

 Complexity of the work involved 20 

 Nature of the company requiring certification 

 Level of assistance required in developing and implementing Halal Quality Program 

 Frequency of inspection visits 

 Need for ongoing support systems 

The following sections outline the main costs involved in the halal certification process: 25 

http://www.halal-australia.com.au/
http://www.halal-australia.com.au/what-are-the-benefits-of-joining-halal-australia/
http://www.halal-australia.com.au/our-services-2/
http://www.halal-australia.com.au/why-halal-certify/
http://www.halal-australia.com.au/why-choose-halal-australia/
http://www.halal-australia.com.au/faqs/
http://www.halal-australia.com.au/general/
http://www.halal-australia.com.au/clarifying-misconceptions-about-halal/
http://www.halal-australia.com.au/halal-australia-in-the-community/
http://www.halal-australia.com.au/halal-australia-in-the-media/
http://www.halal-australia.com.au/recognition-and-affiliation/
http://www.halal-australia.com.au/global-halal-trade-opportunities/
http://www.halal-australia.com.au/client-testimonials/
http://www.halal-australia.com.au/apply-here-2/
http://www.halal-australia.com.au/fees-and-charges/
http://www.halal-australia.com.au/contact-us-2/
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INITIAL APPLICATION AND ASSESSMENT 

Fees for the initial assessment are fixed as follows: 

1. Non-refundable one-off application fee of $110.00 (GST inclusive) for the first site and $55.00 (GST 

inclusive) for each additional site, regardless of outcome. This fee is payable at the time your application is 

lodged. Processing will not commence until such payment is received. 5 

2. The application processing fee stated above is separate to the costs for halal accreditation and certification. 

INSPECTION 

Inspection is a fundamental part of the certification and accreditation process. Inspections not only help us to 

better understand your company’s unique needs, but also encourage consumer trust and confidence in the 

integrity of halal certification processes. 10 

Inspections usually occur on a yearly basis, and a standard inspection is normally up to two hours. Inspections 

are charged according to standard rates (such as ATO guidelines), with travelling expenses charged at cost basis. 

  

ACCREDITATION AND CERTIFICATION  

Accreditation refers to the official recognition of a company’s suitability for preparing Halal goods on their 15 

premises. A fixed cost applies for the first manufacturing site, with secondary sites charged at a discounted rate. 

The price of accreditation varies according to the nature of the manufacturing premises, and is included in the 

quotation provided to your company after assessment. This quotation is normally provided within seven days of 

receipt of application. 

Certification refers to the official recognition of individual products as complying with Halal requirements. 20 

Generally, products in low to medium risk categories that have fewer ingredients (up to ten ingredients) are 

charged at a minimal rate, with fees adjusted accordingly for products in higher risk categories and/or products 

that have a wider and more complex range of ingredients. Exact certification fees are determined after 

assessment of the nature of your products, and included in the quotation provided to your company. 

In addition to maintaining their current certificate, many companies also prefer to feature our logo on their 25 

product packaging. As Halal Australia is internationally recognised in several countries, the Halal Australia logo 

helps to visibly identify your product as meeting halal requirements to both local and international consumers. 

 
END  QUOTE 

 30 
 The Point Magazine | Food industry bites back at anti-halal ... 

www.thepointmagazine.com.au/post.php?s=2014-12-05...at...halal... 

http://www.thepointmagazine.com.au/post.php?s=2014-12-05-food-industry-bites-back-at-anti-halal-groups
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The South Australian-based Fleurieu Milk and Yoghurt Company made a “decision on the run” to remove the 

halal certification - which cost the company $1,000 in fees – from its products, and jeopardises a $50,000 

supply contract with international carrier Emirates Airlines. 

 

 5 
Federal government plan to regulate halal certification adds ... 

www.smh.com.au/.../federal-government-plan-to-regulate-halal-certificatio... 

Apr 12, 2015 - The plan is to allow businesses to claim halal status for products ... is worth an estimated $12 

billion, and he said halal certification costs in total ... 

 10 
 

Halal certification in Australia - Wikipedia, the free ... 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Halal_certification_in_Australia 

 

There are close to two dozen Halal certification organisations operating in ... :151 Certification, which 15 
involves both costs and restrictions, is necessary to access ... 

How to Take Action Against Halal Certification in Australia 

www.halalchoices.com.au/take_action.html 

Please, also consider carefully what you are funding when you pay halal certification fees. The Koran says 

food must be halal but certification is a modern day ... 20 
 

https://www.facebook.com/BH.Australia/posts/312452142236929 

QUOTE 

Boycott Halal in Australia 

April 25, 2014 ·  25 

PROOF - HALAL DOES FUND TERRORISM 

Firstly, we need to understand that halal certification has become a many tentacled octopus, reaching into 

virtually every area of our lives. Farmers are being forced to pay a halal certification fee for the grass the 

animals eat. Then a fee for the animals to be transported in halal certified vehicles. In many cases, even the 

drivers must be muslims now, as they are the only ones who are trusted by muslims to maintain the halal 30 
conditions. Slaughter houses pay. Packaging companies pay. Food processors pay. And finally, WE pay. 

One abattoir has revealed that it has been paying $27,000 a MONTH! That amounts to a whopping $324,000 

a year. 

Muslims are bound by the koran to donate 1/8 of their earnings of 2.5% of their wealth to a mosque or other 

islamic “charity” organizations. Mosques collect much of the money and then donate it to the charities. Police 35 
raids in many nations have found terrorist related documents and equipment. This information was provided 

by Gavin Boby, a tireless UK lawyer crusading against mosque development applications. The annual 

revenue generated by halal certification around the world has been conservatively estimated at $US700 

Billion dollars. In fact, some estimates say that the revenue from halal certification is likely as high as 2 

Trillion dollars! 40 
Does Halal Certification Fund Terrorism? 

http://islam4infidels.com/proof-halal-funds-terrorism/ 

 
Does Halal Certification Fund Terrorism? The little red sticker | Islam4Infidels 

http://www.smh.com.au/federal-politics/political-news/federal-government-plan-to-regulate-halal-certification-adds-to-confusion-20150411-1mil5s.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Halal_certification_in_Australia
http://www.halalchoices.com.au/take_action.html
https://www.facebook.com/BH.Australia/posts/312452142236929
https://www.facebook.com/BH.Australia?fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/BH.Australia/posts/312452142236929
http://islam4infidels.com/proof-halal-funds-terrorism/
http://islam4infidels.com/proof-halal-funds-terrorism/
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fislam4infidels.com%2Fproof-halal-funds-terrorism%2F&h=GAQEnsZfq&s=1


 

 

9 

p9                            30-7-2015          © Mr G. H. Schorel-Hlavka O.W.B. 

INSPECTOR-RIKATI® about the BLACK HOLE in the CONSTITUTION-DVD 

A 1st edition limited special numbered book on Data DVD ISBN 978-0-9803712-6-0 

PLEASE NOTE: You may order books in the INSPECTOR-RIKATI® series by E-mail 

  

Does Halal Certification Fund Terrorism? The little red sticker that says, "Beware! Halal food funds 

terrorists" is appearing all over the world to help alert 

islam4infidels.com 

END QUOTE 
 5 
It must be clear that as a customer I am in the end forced to pay for the Halal certification that 

then percentage wise goes to the building of mosques, etc. As such I am forced to financial 

support a religion to which I have no desire to do so. This clearly violates my constitutional 

rights of “religious liberty”. 

 10 

Below I have listed some items in red colour showing how absurd it is that even dog food is 

Halal certified. Also water.  

In my view if Halal certification is to be justified then nit should be a program under the 

Commonwealth of Australia and not some private organisation getting a lot of money. 

How on earth can Halal certification be justified for dogs? Are dogs also now following a 15 

religion? 

. 

The same with cleaning agents. Perhaps soon municipal/shire councils will have to pay for 

certification for the payments and parks? 

When will this extortion stop? 20 

. 

I some 50 years ago resided in Germany where automatically one had 10% of wages for the 

Catholic Church. When I discovered this I made clear I had no intention to pay for someone else 

church and well that was the end of any payments.  

 25 

I accept that there might be people who desire Halal certification but let them pay for it 

themselves, and not force the cost upon others! 

. 

The halal certification has in my view nothing to do with religious freedom of those following 

the Islamic faith. It is a scheme that simply is used to have some people making a lot of money 30 

and the dog food and detergents, etc, are a clear example of it.  

 

We must not forget that only about 2.2% of the Australian population reportedly follow the 

Islamic faith and yet it dictates upon about 97.8 % it shall pay towards the certification cost of 

Halal. Clearly undemocratic also! 35 

. 

In my view the Commonwealth of Australia has the legislative powers to prevent such an 

elaborate scam to continue, as much as the Framers of the Constitution referred to cruelty, etc.  

 

What is needed to be understood is that Muslims can attend to special Halal shops if they desire 40 

to have Halal certification items and let non-Muslims have their own items without Halal 

certification. 

. 

Are we next to expect Halal certified soil, tyres, etc? 

 45 

Perhaps what really might be needed is a non-Halal certification for those wishing to 

purchase only Halal food. As such that those desire to be warned against non-Halal food & 

other items pays for this to the grower/farmer/manufacturer to include that on its package. 

Then the cost is born only by those who desire not to use non-Halal certified items.  
 50 
https://www.facebook.com/notes/boycott-halal-in-australia/halal-certified-list-in-categories-still-

working-on/466200376862104 
QUOTE 

https://www.facebook.com/notes/boycott-halal-in-australia/halal-certified-list-in-categories-still-working-on/466200376862104
https://www.facebook.com/notes/boycott-halal-in-australia/halal-certified-list-in-categories-still-working-on/466200376862104
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Halal Certified List in categories (still working on) 

February 27, 2015 at 3:15am 

* ALCOHOL & NON-ALCOHOL BEER & WINE & SPIRITS 

1. Coopers Brewery - halal certified Malt. See website here: http://www.coopers.com.au/ 

2. ArKay Halal Whisky - Alcohol Free 5 
3. Barbican Halal Beer 

4. Bavaria No-Alcohol Beer 

5. Delster Halal Beer 

6. Erdinger German Wheat Beer - Cans & Bottles 

7. Night Orient 'Champagne' 10 
8. Champom 

9. V Guarana Energy - Green - Sugar Free - Blue - Graphite - Not Orange 

10. Haji 

11. ISTAK Halal Beer 

12. Kevser Tabak - Halal Wine from California 15 
13. Behnoush Non Alcoholic Beer 

14. MONA.VIE 

15. A&W ROOT BEER 

16. SAMBAZON 

17. SUSA NAK Halal Beer 20 
18. 'Ustaz' Najib Sedang Minum Halal BEER - Many 'authentic looking' beers 

  

  

* BABY: 
 1. Bellamy's, 25 
2. Rafferty's Garden, 

3. Baby Mum Mum, 

4. Johnson & Johnson, 

5. Abbott Nutrition - Paediatric Formula 

6. Organic Bubs, 30 
7. Vaseline, 

8. Nestle Nan Toddler, website; http://www.nestle.com.au/brands/home 

9. Nurture 

10. Tummy Time 

11. Nature Bubs goat milk formula 35 
12. Pauls Yoghurt 

13. Aptamil 

14. Heinz Baby Formula 

15. Happy Ve Ve 

16. Autsons GOLD+ & Infant Formula 40 
17. Chazoos noodle snacks: Aldi 

18. Cow & Gate 

19. Danone 

20. Isomil Advance 

21. Heinz Watties 45 
22. Gerber  

23. Little Quacker Rice Biscuits 

24. Nestle Cerelac 

25. Pediasure from Abbott 

26. Nutrilon Standard Baby Milk Powder 50 
27. SMA 

28. Neslac 

29. NIDO 

30. Similac 

31. Vaalia - contains halal gelatin 55 
32. Vita Meal - Pharmameal 

33. Watties Baby Pouches  

34. Nutricia Karicare 

35. HIPP Baby Milk Formula 

https://www.facebook.com/notes/boycott-halal-in-australia/halal-certified-list-in-categories-still-working-on/466200376862104
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.coopers.com.au%2F&h=vAQFeaGuY&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nestle.com.au%2Fbrands%2Fhome&h=UAQHu2aHp&s=1
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36. Enfamil Newborn 

37. Karicare Aptamil 

38. Petit Miam Karicare Aptamil 

39. Johnson's products eg. Baby Bath 

40. When you have your new baby you will be given a Bounty Bag at the hospital... with Halal Certified 5 
products eg.  Johnsons Halal Certified Shampoo - see the halal sign on the bottle. 

  

  

* BREAD/BAKERY ITEMS:  
1. Tip Top, 10 
2. All Natural Bakery, 

3. Aldi Hot Cross Buns,  

4. Abbots Village Bakery, 

5. Nevana Pizza Bases, 

6. Bagel House, 15 
7. Bakers Life, 

8. Bakers Maison, 

9. Balfours Bread,  

10. Best Buy, 

11. Black & Gold Easter Buns, 20 
12. Bob & Pete's, Website; http://www.yum.com.au/about-us/about-us.aspx 

13. Boss Hogs, 

14. Broadies, 

15. Burgen Bread, 

16. Buttercup, 25 
17. Cedar, 

18. Clear Wrap, 

19. Coles Bakery, 

20. Drake, 

21. Fishers 30 
22. Foodland Buns & Bread, 

23. Franklins No Frills bread, 

24. Woolworths, 

25. Wholesome Bakery, 

26. Naked Bread, 35 
27. Morpeth Sourdough, 

28. Mission Wraps, 

29. Ministry of Muffins, 

30. Mills and Wares Cakes and Puddings, 

31. Wattle Valley Wraps only these products listed here; 40 
http://www.halalchoices.com.au/sub_pages/wattle_valley.html 

32. WA Country Bakers, 

33. Maxi Bread, 

34. Top Taste, 

35. Maharajas Choice Bread, 45 
36. Supabarn, 

37. Sunblest, 

38. Krispy Kreme 

39. Spud Shed Bread, 

40. Kurrajong Kitchen Breads, Website; http://www.kurrajongkitchen.com.au/products 50 
41. SMart Buy, 

42. Savings Buns, 

43. Jackaroo Bread, 

44. Ritchies, 

45. IGA, 55 
46. Homestead, 

47. Homebrand, 

48. Holden, 

49. Hi Top, 

50. Helgas, 60 
51. George Western Foods, 

http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.yum.com.au%2Fabout-us%2Fabout-us.aspx&h=aAQH4dsji&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.halalchoices.com.au%2Fsub_pages%2Fwattle_valley.html&h=UAQHu2aHp&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.kurrajongkitchen.com.au%2Fproducts&h=RAQHrSJOk&s=1
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52. Gold Max Breads, 

53. Golden Crumpets, piklets, pancakes, 

54. Pap Joes breads, website; http://www.papajoes.com.au/our-range/ 

55. Good Stuff bread, muffins, easter buns, 

56. Country Harvest breads, website; http://countryharvest.com/en/home/ 5 
57. Danish Ptisserie Bassendean - WA, 

58. True foods,  

59. Chicken Treat - Bread, Rolls 

60. Country Life 

  10 
  

* CEREAL/BREAKFAST FOODS: 
1. Kelloggs,  

2. Sanitarium, 

3. All Bran, 15 
4. Be Natural, Website; http://www.benatural.com.au/en_AU/ourrange.html 

5. Brookfarm, 

6. Food For Health Muesli, 

7. Sunsol Muesli, 

8. Meriram Muesli & Cereals, 20 
9. Morning Sun natural style Muesli,  

10. Byron Bay Macadamia MUESLI 

  

  

* CONDIMENTS: BAKING: 25 
 1. Aldi Whitemill Flours, 

2. Aldi Merryfield Sugar, 

3. Bakels, 

4. Nestle, Website; http://www.nestle.com.au/brands/home 

5. Ben Furney, 30 
6. Cereform, 

7. CSR Sugars, 

8. Danisco, 

9. Edlyn,  

 10. White Wings, 35 
11. Naturally Good Cake Mix, Website; http://www.naturallygoodproducts.com.au/products 

12. White Cloud,   

 13. Western Milling, 

14. Meriram Grains & Flours, 

15. Manildra FLour Mills trading under 'Healthy Baker' 40 
16. Trisco Foods, 

17. Queen Essences, 

18. Copha, Kemelta, Wic, EOI,  Peerless foods, website; http://www.peerlessfoods.com.au/brands 

19. Pilot, 

20. Halcyon, 45 
21. Well & Good flour 

22. Well & Good gluten free - all baking products are halal certified 

23. Bowmans 

29. BT Cocoa 

30. Cargill & ADM Cocoa Chocolate  50 
31. Millers Co-operative Sugar NSW [NSWSMC] - Sunshine Sugar 

32. Mandrilla Hardwood Sugars [MHS] 

33. Ayam Sweeteners 

34. Buzz Honey - Sweetener 

35. Calipino Honey -  Sweetener 55 
36. Natvia - Natural Sweetener 

37. Norbu The Sweet Monk - Sweetener 

38. Pure Harvest - Honey Sweetener 

39. Splenda - Artificial Sweetener 

40.  60 
NOTE:  All Sugar is now Halal Certified in Australia - All Sugar Milling Sites are Halal Certified. 

http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.papajoes.com.au%2Four-range%2F&h=UAQHu2aHp&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fcountryharvest.com%2Fen%2Fhome%2F&h=uAQFCa-GR&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.benatural.com.au%2Fen_AU%2Fourrange.html&h=0AQGTo2pZ&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nestle.com.au%2Fbrands%2Fhome&h=rAQE8rJcm&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.naturallygoodproducts.com.au%2Fproducts&h=dAQHnv6eS&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.peerlessfoods.com.au%2Fbrands&h=aAQH4dsji&s=1
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BOTTLED/JAR FOODS: 
1. The Big Olive, Website; http://www.bigolive.com.au/ 

2. Eskal Horseradish, Herrings, 

3.  5 
  

HERBS: 
1. Meriram Herbs and Spices, 

2. Masterfoods, 

3. Gourmet Garden, Website; http://www.gourmetgarden.com/en 10 
4. 

5. 

  

OILS: 
1. Alba Edible Oils, 15 
2. Alfa One, 

3. The Big Olive, Website; http://www.bigolive.com.au/ 

4. Chefri Solid Oils, 

5. Crisco Canola, 

6. Eta, 20 
7. Zena Oil, 

8. Sunveg Oil, 

9. Golden Canola, website; http://goodmanfielder.com.au/index.php?q=node/36 

10. Formula 40, Fry-Tol, Pura, Sunbeam, Gold Leaf, Shef, Peerless foods; website, 

http://www.peerlessfoods.com.au/brands 25 
11. Pure Vita Canola Oil in Aldi, 

12. King Rice Bran oils, 

13. Altivo Olive Oils, 

14. 

15. 30 
  

SPREADS/JAMS/HONEY ETC: 
1. Vegemite, Cheesybite, 

2. Kraft Peanut Butters, Jams, Marmalade, Honey, 

3. Sanitarium Marmite, Peanut Butter, 35 
4. Capilano Honey, 

5. Nutella, 

6. Wescobee Honey, 

7. Promite, 

8. Masterfoods Pickles, Chutneys, Relish, 40 
9. Heinz Jam, Honey, Marmalade, 

10. Olive Grove Spreads, 

11. Rhodes Jams & Spreads, website; http://www.rhodesquality.com/products 

12. IXL, 

13. Henry Jones Fruit  & Chia spreads, website; http://spcardmona.com.au/healthy-brands/henry-45 
jones/products 

14. Yarra Valley Jams,  

15. 

  

SPICES/SEASONING: 50 
1. Masterfoods, 

2. Cornwells Vinegar, 

3. Maggi, 

4. Curry Masters, 

5. AustChilli, 55 
6. Meriram Herbs and Spices, 

7. Saxa Salt, 

8. Gourmet Chef, 

9. Rosella Crushed Garlic & Ginger, 

10. Cerebos Salt, 60 
11. Faragello food industries stock, 

http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bigolive.com.au%2F&h=_AQEP13bu&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.gourmetgarden.com%2Fen&h=FAQErGQQT&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bigolive.com.au%2F&h=dAQHnv6eS&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fgoodmanfielder.com.au%2Findex.php%3Fq%3Dnode%252F36&h=sAQEW6Don&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.peerlessfoods.com.au%2Fbrands&h=uAQFCa-GR&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rhodesquality.com%2Fproducts&h=JAQG8WbWG&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fspcardmona.com.au%2Fhealthy-brands%2Fhenry-jones%2Fproducts&h=GAQEnsZfq&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fspcardmona.com.au%2Fhealthy-brands%2Fhenry-jones%2Fproducts&h=GAQEnsZfq&s=1
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12. 

  

* CONFECTIONERY/SWEETS: 
1. Skittles, 

2. Beacon Marshmallows, 5 
3. Extra chewing gum, 

4. PK Chewing gum, 

5. Hubba Bubba, 

6. Pascall, 

7. Allseps Australian Made Jubes & Allsep's sell loose sweets by Private Label at Coles, Woolworths, Aldi, 10 
Spar, Franklins, The Reject Shop, Metcash 

8. Antiox 

9. Cuppa Chups, 

10. Eclipse MInts, 

11. Ferndale Confectionery, 15 
12. 5 Gum products, 

13. Wrigleys, 

14. Mentos, 

15. Meriram confectionery & Licorice, 

16. Allens, website; http://www.nestle.com.au/brands/home 20 
17. Haribo, 

18. Buderim Naked Ginger & Buderim Ginger Glace sold in Coles 

19. 5 - Cobalt, Electro, Pulse, Tempest, Zing 

20. Fyna Licorice 

21. Grans' Fudge 25 
22. Kopiko Sugar Free Coffee Drops 

23. Smooze Fruit Ice 

24. Natural Confectionary Company Lollies - Contains halal certified gelatine. 

25. Streets Ice Cream - Contains halal certified gelatine. 

26. Robern Menz Lollies - Contains Halal certified gelatine. 30 
27. GAYTIME ICE CREAM - halal gelatine 

28. Baklava - halal certified 

29. Mamee Snack 

30. Hello Panda 

31. Australia  made - ALTIMATE FOODS 35 
32. Barratt sweets 

33. Brubai backed Halal Crisps 

34. Bulla 

35. Butterkist 

36. Cadburys Fundraiser Boxed  products 40 
37. Cadburys Halal Frogs & Kaolas 

38. FIZZER FAVES - Halal Certified - see the sign 

39. Fritolay crisps & snacks 

40. Fritos 

41. Halal Crispy Treats - Marshmallow 45 
42. Haribo 

43. Henry Goode’s Original Soft Eating - halal Liquorice Logs 

44. Hershey 

45. Kinnerton 

46. Loacker - on sale in Coles & Woolworths - halal certificate sent by reply to Member [EK] 50 
47. Mentos Sweets 

48. Mister Potato Chips 

49. Pascall Butterscotch - HCAA certified halal 

50. Streets Paddle Pop 

51. Taverners 55 
  

  

CHOCOLATE: 
1. Cadbury, 

2. Bounty, 60 
3. Dove, 

http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nestle.com.au%2Fbrands%2Fhome&h=EAQFi-i09&s=1
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4. Fry's, 

5. M&M's, 

6. Malteasers, 

7. Mars, 

8. Milky way, 5 
9. Nestle - Rolo, Kit Kat, Aero, Quality Street, Smarties, Milky Bar & many more well known brands. 

10. Old Gold,  

11. Pascall, 

12. Pods - Mars, 

13. Red Tulip, 10 
14. Snickers, 

15. Terry's Twilight Mints, 

16. Twix, 

17. The Belgian, 

18. Whittaker's, 15 
19. Well Naturally Chocolates, 

20. Sweet William Chocolates, 

21. Galaxy, 

22. Ritters, 

23. Guylian, 20 
24. Hersheys, 

25. Duc d'O Chocolate & Truffles 

26. Ballantyne 

27. Robern Menz - Chocolates - Contains Halal certified gelatine. 

28. Natural Confectionery Company - Chocolate - Contains halal certified gelatine. 25 
29. Milky Bar 

30. Creme Egg - Cadburys 

31. Cadburys Fundraisers 

32. Carmen's 

33. Divine Fairtrade Chocolate 30 
34. COTE D'OR - Halal Certified Mondelez International 

35. Green & Black Organic 

36. Godiva Chocolatier 

37. Haagen Dazs Mayan Chocolate 

38. Langs 35 
39. Patchi-chocolates 

40. Taverners 

41. Sweet William Dairy Free Bars 

42. VAN HOUTEN Chocolate Neopolitains  

  40 
  

DESSERTS: 
1. Sara Lee, 

2. Weis, 

3. Aldi Custard, 45 
4. Mills and Wares cakes and puddings, 

5. Smooze Fruit Ice, 

6. Saffron Road, Website; http://www.saffronroadfood.com/our-products/ 

7. Quality Desserts, 

8. Parmalat/Pauls custards, website; 50 
http://www.parmalat.com.au/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=438&Itemid=3 

9. Goulburn Valley Fruits, website; http://spcardmona.com.au/healthy-brands/goulburn-valley/products 

10. Rhodes Pear Halves, website; http://www.rhodesquality.com/products 

11. Harvey Fresh Custard, website; http://www.harveyfresh.com.au/ 

12. Perfect Fruit, website; http://spcardmona.com.au/healthy-brands/perfect-fruit/product 55 
13. DEVINE CLASSIC desserts,  

14. Zooper Dooper, Quelch, Sunny Boy, website; http://www.lionco.com/our-brands/juice-drinks-water-

ice/water-ice 

15. Yogo, website; http://www.lionco.com/our-brands/yoghurt-cream-custard/dairy-desserts 

16. Fruttare frozen fruit smoothies, website http://www.fruttarefruitbars.com/ 60 
17. Aeroplane Jelly - Contains halal certified gelatine. 

http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.saffronroadfood.com%2Four-products%2F&h=6AQFPvCrI&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.parmalat.com.au%2Findex.php%3Foption%3Dcom_content%26view%3Darticle%26id%3D438%26Itemid%3D3&h=vAQFeaGuY&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fspcardmona.com.au%2Fhealthy-brands%2Fgoulburn-valley%2Fproducts&h=gAQGrdPSc&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rhodesquality.com%2Fproducts&h=ZAQGh402z&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.harveyfresh.com.au%2F&h=8AQFH18Qy&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fspcardmona.com.au%2Fhealthy-brands%2Fperfect-fruit%2Fproduct&h=8AQFH18Qy&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.lionco.com%2Four-brands%2Fjuice-drinks-water-ice%2Fwater-ice&h=XAQH87AFX&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.lionco.com%2Four-brands%2Fjuice-drinks-water-ice%2Fwater-ice&h=XAQH87AFX&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.lionco.com%2Four-brands%2Fyoghurt-cream-custard%2Fdairy-desserts&h=cAQHugl1Q&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fruttarefruitbars.com%2F&h=7AQGMiNFL&s=1


 

 

16 

p16                            30-7-2015          © Mr G. H. Schorel-Hlavka O.W.B. 

INSPECTOR-RIKATI® about the BLACK HOLE in the CONSTITUTION-DVD 

A 1st edition limited special numbered book on Data DVD ISBN 978-0-9803712-6-0 

PLEASE NOTE: You may order books in the INSPECTOR-RIKATI® series by E-mail 

  

18. Rafhan Desserts are HALAL CERTIFIED - Custard & Jelly 

  

  

ICE CREAM:  
1. Sara Lee 5 
2. Weis, 

3. Baskin Robbins, 

4. Ben & Jerry's, 

5. Bulla, 

6. Dairy Bell, 10 
7. Norgan Vaas, Everest Ice Creams, 

8. Serendipity Ice Creams, 

9. Peter's Nestle, 

10. Streets, 

11. DEVINE CLASSIC desserts, 15 
12. Fruttare frozen fruit smoothies, website http://www.fruttarefruitbars.com/ 

13. Streets Ice Cream - Contains halal certified gelatine. 

  

  

  20 
* DAIRY: 
  

BUTTER/SPREADS:  
1. Aldi Beautifully Butterfully Butters 

2. Aldi Just Organic Butters, 25 
3. Allowrie Butter 

4. Western Star, 

5. Ballantyne Butter, website; http://www.ballantyne.com.au/ 

6. Country Gold, 

7. Devondale, Website; http://www.devondale.com.au/ 30 
8. Flora, 

9. Mrs Mc Gregors Spreads, 

10. Meadow Lea, 

11. Mainland, 

12. Golden Churn Butter, 35 
13. Golden Canola, website; http://goodmanfielder.com.au/index.php?q=node/36 

14. Tablelands spreads, Vita-Lite, Peerless Foods; website; http://www.peerlessfoods.com.au/brands 

15. Fairy, Miracle, SPD, Olive Gold, Peerless Foods, website; http://www.peerlessfoods.com.au/brands 

16. Nuttelex margarine 

17. Lurpak Danish Butter, 40 
18. Warnambool Cheese/Great Ocean Road Cheese, Contact; http://www.wcbf.com.au/brands-

products/great-ocean-road-products.aspx 

19. Vita-Lite 

20. Red Feather (Ballantyne) 

21. Olive Grove 45 
22. Beerenberg 

23. Anchor, Golden Churn, Blue Triangle, Clover 

24. Arla 

  

CHEESE: 50 
1. Aldi Westacre Cheeses, 

2. Kraft Coon, Cheddar, Philadelphia, Cheesestix, Wedges, Shredded, Cracker barrel, 

3. Tarago River Cheese, 

4. Bega, 

5. Cobram, 55 
6. Devondale, Website; http://www.devondale.com.au/ 

7. Florida Cheese, 

8. Franklins No Frills Cheese, 

9. Zanetti Cheese, 

10. Mil Lel Cheeses, 60 

http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fruttarefruitbars.com%2F&h=bAQHHATM7&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ballantyne.com.au%2F&h=5AQH-53Ra&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.devondale.com.au%2F&h=bAQHHATM7&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fgoodmanfielder.com.au%2Findex.php%3Fq%3Dnode%252F36&h=XAQH87AFX&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.peerlessfoods.com.au%2Fbrands&h=YAQHAWm6y&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.peerlessfoods.com.au%2Fbrands&h=oAQEEMgqv&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wcbf.com.au%2Fbrands-products%2Fgreat-ocean-road-products.aspx&h=nAQF1Fo5g&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wcbf.com.au%2Fbrands-products%2Fgreat-ocean-road-products.aspx&h=nAQF1Fo5g&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.devondale.com.au%2F&h=7AQGMiNFL&s=1
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11. Wattle Valley Cheeses only these products listed here; 

http://www.halalchoices.com.au/sub_pages/wattle_valley.html 

12. Meredith Dairy, 

13. Mama Lucia Cheese, 

14. Mainland Cheeses, Colby, On the Go, Munchables 5 
15. Maffra Cheese, 

16. Longwarry Food Park, 

17. Liddells Lactose Free Cheese, 

18. Lemnos - Fetta Cheese, Haloumi, Paneer, Ricotta, Apricot & Almond, Garlic and Chives, Black Forest 

Cream Cheese. 10 
19. King Island Cheeses, Website; http://www.kingislanddairy.com.au/products/ 

20. Gippsland cheese, Maffra Cheese, Jindi, 

21. Perfect Italiano Cheeses, 

22. Dairy Country cheeses, website; http://www.dairycountry.com.au/products/ 

23. Real Dairy Cheese from Total Foodtec supplies Woolworths, 15 
24. Pollo Cheese, Montana Foods, Webstite; http://montanafoods.com.au/# 

25. Puglia Cheese, Montana Foods, Webstite; http://montanafoods.com.au/# 

26. Jay Criox Cheeses, Montana Foods, Webstite; http://montanafoods.com.au/# 

27. Alba Cheese, Website; http://www.albacheese.com.au/about/ 

28. Harvey Fresh, website; http://www.harveyfresh.com.au/ 20 
29. Tasmanian Heritage, website; http://www.lionco.com/our-brands/cheese/speciality-cheese 

30. South Cape, website; http://www.lionco.com/our-brands/cheese/speciality-cheese 

31. Mersey Valley, website; http://www.lionco.com/our-brands/cheese/speciality-cheese 

32. Cabot creamery cheese, 

33. Pantalica cheese company, 25 
34. Warnambool Cheese/Great Ocean Road Cheese, Contact; http://www.wcbf.com.au/brands-

products/great-ocean-road-products.aspx 

35. Allansford 

36. Aussie Jack 

37. Caboolture 30 
38. Apollo 

39. Dairy Vale 

40. Jindi 

41. Frico 

42. Maffra Cheese Company 35 
43. Riverina Dairy 

44. South Cape 

45. Tofutti 

46. Wattle Valley 

47. ALDI Cheese - Halal Australia 40 
48. Anchor - Maliban products - Fonterra - offshoot of Nestle 

49. Arla 

50. Millel Parmesan 

51. Great Ocean Road Cheese, Contact; http://www.wcbf.com.au/brands-products/great-ocean-road-

products.aspx 45 
52. DAIRY AUSTRALIA - Your Levy At Work - See this lot... http://www.dairyaustralia.com.au/Industry-

information/Who-Makes-What.aspx 

  

CREAM: 
1. A2 Cream - contains Halal Celatine 50 
2. Nestle, 

3. Aldi Farmdale Creams, 

4. Brownes, 

5. Coles Brand, 

6. Caterer's Choice, 55 
7. Dairy Whip, 

8. Devondale, Website; http://www.devondale.com.au/ 

9. Franklins No Frills Cream, 

10. Woolworths Cream, 

11. Liddells Lactose Free Cream, 60 
12. Harvey Fresh, website; http://www.harveyfresh.com.au/ 

http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.halalchoices.com.au%2Fsub_pages%2Fwattle_valley.html&h=fAQFW4y-y&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.kingislanddairy.com.au%2Fproducts%2F&h=uAQFCa-GR&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dairycountry.com.au%2Fproducts%2F&h=CAQFknckW&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fmontanafoods.com.au%2F&h=-AQFcxzh1&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fmontanafoods.com.au%2F&h=mAQFdbDGM&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fmontanafoods.com.au%2F&h=dAQHnv6eS&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.albacheese.com.au%2Fabout%2F&h=lAQFa_cFo&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.harveyfresh.com.au%2F&h=cAQHugl1Q&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.lionco.com%2Four-brands%2Fcheese%2Fspeciality-cheese&h=FAQErGQQT&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.lionco.com%2Four-brands%2Fcheese%2Fspeciality-cheese&h=WAQHgimYY&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.lionco.com%2Four-brands%2Fcheese%2Fspeciality-cheese&h=3AQEmaNs7&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wcbf.com.au%2Fbrands-products%2Fgreat-ocean-road-products.aspx&h=DAQGWqyaB&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wcbf.com.au%2Fbrands-products%2Fgreat-ocean-road-products.aspx&h=DAQGWqyaB&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wcbf.com.au%2Fbrands-products%2Fgreat-ocean-road-products.aspx&h=HAQEkTVvL&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wcbf.com.au%2Fbrands-products%2Fgreat-ocean-road-products.aspx&h=HAQEkTVvL&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dairyaustralia.com.au%2FIndustry-information%2FWho-Makes-What.aspx&h=DAQGWqyaB&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dairyaustralia.com.au%2FIndustry-information%2FWho-Makes-What.aspx&h=DAQGWqyaB&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.devondale.com.au%2F&h=xAQFt-aai&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.harveyfresh.com.au%2F&h=IAQFVOOha&s=1
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13. Gippsland Dairy double cream, website; http://www.gippslanddairy.com.au/our-products/ 

14. Parmalat/Pauls creams, website; 

http://www.parmalat.com.au/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=438&Itemid=3 

15. Bulla, 

16. Warnambool Cheese/Great Ocean Road Cheese, Contact; http://www.wcbf.com.au/brands-5 
products/great-ocean-road-products.aspx 

17. Jaycroix Cream Cheese 

18. 

  

DIPS:  10 
1. Black Swan, Website; http://www.blackswan.com.au/catalogue/yoghurt-recipes/yoghurt-pancake 

2. Castlemaine Dips, 

3. Chris's Dips, 

4. Copperpot Dips, Website; http://www.copperpot.com.au/productrange/ 

5. Wattle Valley Dips only these products listed here; 15 
http://www.halalchoices.com.au/sub_pages/wattle_valley.html 

6. Masterfoods Dips, 

7. Chef's Delight Dips & Salsa 

8.  

  20 
MILK: 
1. Nestle,   

2. Sanitarium So Good 

3. Aldi Farmdale, 

4. Best Buy, 25 
5. Brownes, 

6. Coles Brand, 

7. Cornettes, 

8. Dairy Farmers, Big M, Moove, 

9. Devondale, Website; http://www.devondale.com.au/ 30 
10. Family Choice, 

11. Foodworks, 

12. Parmalat/Pauls milks, incl. Rev, Zymil, Goats milk, etc. website: 

http://www.parmalat.com.au/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=438&Itemid=3 

13. Woolworths Milk, 35 
14. Mooloo Milk, 

15. Maxi Milk, 

16. Trim Milk, 

17. Longwarry Food Park, Gippy milk, 

18. Liddells Lactose Free Milk, 40 
19. Soy Life, 

20. Smarter White Milk, 

21. IGA Milk, 

22. Physical, 

23. Homebrand, 45 
24. Pura, Classic, 

25. Pure Organic,  

26. Harris Farm Milk, 

27. Harvey Fresh, website; http://www.harveyfresh.com.au/ 

28. Hastings Dairy, 50 
29. Riverina Fresh, Website; http://www.fonterra.com/au/en/Our+Products/Our+Brands/Riverina+Fresh 

30. Vita Soy, website; http://www.lionco.com/our-brands/milk-beverages/plantmilk 

31. Delamere dairy, 

32. Bulla, 

33. TCC Coconut Milk, website; http://noshly.com/tcc/#products 55 
34. Farmers Choice 

35. ALDI Farmdale  

36. Farmhouse Gold 

37. Fleurieu Milk and Yogurt Company 

38. Gippy 60 
39. KEY HEALTH Organic Milk Powder 

http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.gippslanddairy.com.au%2Four-products%2F&h=8AQFH18Qy&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.parmalat.com.au%2Findex.php%3Foption%3Dcom_content%26view%3Darticle%26id%3D438%26Itemid%3D3&h=RAQHrSJOk&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wcbf.com.au%2Fbrands-products%2Fgreat-ocean-road-products.aspx&h=3AQEmaNs7&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wcbf.com.au%2Fbrands-products%2Fgreat-ocean-road-products.aspx&h=3AQEmaNs7&s=1
https://www.facebook.com/notes/boycott-halal-in-australia/halal-certified-list-in-categories-still-working-on/466200376862104
https://www.facebook.com/notes/boycott-halal-in-australia/halal-certified-list-in-categories-still-working-on/466200376862104
https://www.facebook.com/notes/boycott-halal-in-australia/halal-certified-list-in-categories-still-working-on/466200376862104
https://www.facebook.com/notes/boycott-halal-in-australia/halal-certified-list-in-categories-still-working-on/466200376862104
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.halalchoices.com.au%2Fsub_pages%2Fwattle_valley.html&h=EAQFi-i09&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.devondale.com.au%2F&h=TAQFuVWBX&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.parmalat.com.au%2Findex.php%3Foption%3Dcom_content%26view%3Darticle%26id%3D438%26Itemid%3D3&h=pAQESgSTo&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.harveyfresh.com.au%2F&h=tAQGLPxYI&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fonterra.com%2Fau%2Fen%2FOur%2BProducts%2FOur%2BBrands%2FRiverina%2BFresh&h=5AQH-53Ra&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.lionco.com%2Four-brands%2Fmilk-beverages%2Fplantmilk&h=NAQHL6NqT&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fnoshly.com%2Ftcc%2F%23products&h=DAQGWqyaB&s=1
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YOGHURT:  
 1. Jalna, 

2. Vaalia, 5 
3. Basfoods, 

4. Easiyo 

5. Five AM Yoghurts, 

6. Meredith Dairy, 

7. Lytto's 10 
8. Ideal,  

9. Harvey Fresh, website; http://www.harveyfresh.com.au/ 

10. Gippsland Dairy Yoghurts, website; http://www.gippslanddairy.com.au/our-products/ 

11. Hansells Yoghurt mixes, 

12. Black Swan, Website; http://www.blackswan.com.au/ 15 
13. Simply Yoghurts, Montana Foods, Website, http://montanafoods.com.au/# 

14. Nestles Soliel Yoghurt, Website; http://www.fonterra.com/au/en/our+products/our+brands/nestle+soleil 

15. Calci Yum, Website; http://www.fonterra.com/au/en/Our+Products/Our+Brands/CalciYum 

16. Ski Yoghurt,  Ski Activ, Website; 

http://www.fonterra.com/au/en/Our+Products/Our+Brands/Ski+Yoghurt 20 
17. Yoplait, 

18. Dairy Farmers, 

19. Chobani greek yoghurt, 

20. Rachel's organic yogurt is made by Parmalat which IS halal certified 

21. 25 
22. 

  

  

* DRINKS - including Water: 
1. Nestle 30 
2. Cape Grim Water Company, 

3. Devondale Smoothies, Breakfast drinks, Website; http://www.devondale.com.au/ 

4. Nudie, 

5. Waiwera Bottled Water 

6. Parmalat/Pauls, Ice Break, Rush, Oak, Breaka, Pauls Iced Coffee, 35 
7. Coke Cola, 

8. V8 Juice, 

9. Ocean Spray, 

10. Red Bull, 

11. Strip Coconut water, website; http://strippedcoconut.com/ 40 
12. Preshafruit juice, 

13. Brooklyn Spring Water - Halal Certified by the Halal Australia authority 

14. Capri-Sun - Kervan Gida 

15. Buderim Ginger Cordial Revitalise 

16. Dairy Farmers - owned by Lion Co. - halal certified 45 
17. Bickford's 

18. Coco Joy 

19. Corinthian brands, such as St.Helliers soft drinks - HFA certified 

20. Frijj 

21. ECPI Detox Water 50 
22. Frucor eg. V Guarana Energy 

23. Haji - Cola, Water - Aqua 

24. Horlicks 

25. Mars Drinks 

26. Nestle Flavoured Milks - Milo. Nesquick, Malted Milk 55 
27. Aquazeal Blue & Aquazeal XX - Premium Pure water 

28. Pure Waters of NZ 

29. Spring Fresh Pure Artisan water 

30. 1907 - Artisinal Water 

31. Premuim Sparkling Water from Pure Waters Of NZ 60 
32. Ovaltine - halal certified worldwide 

http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.harveyfresh.com.au%2F&h=wAQFgjjX1&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.gippslanddairy.com.au%2Four-products%2F&h=3AQEmaNs7&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.blackswan.com.au%2F&h=NAQHL6NqT&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fmontanafoods.com.au%2F&h=6AQFPvCrI&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fonterra.com%2Fau%2Fen%2Four%2Bproducts%2Four%2Bbrands%2Fnestle%2Bsoleil&h=2AQHLbEeu&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fonterra.com%2Fau%2Fen%2FOur%2BProducts%2FOur%2BBrands%2FCalciYum&h=dAQHnv6eS&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fonterra.com%2Fau%2Fen%2FOur%2BProducts%2FOur%2BBrands%2FSki%2BYoghurt&h=DAQGWqyaB&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.devondale.com.au%2F&h=mAQFdbDGM&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fstrippedcoconut.com%2F&h=NAQHL6NqT&s=1
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33. Pepsico products 

34. Pocari Sweat 

35. V energy drinks 

36. Weight Watchers Slim Shake 

37. Zam Zam water 5 
38. Alpen Blend 

39. Chill Aloe Drinks 

40. Harvey Fresh 

41. Perrier Mineral Water 

42. Pure Harvest Milk Drinks (non-dairy) 10 
  

  

COFFEE: 
1. International Roast, 

2. Nescafe - Many Coffee Brands 15 
3. Coffex Coffee 

4. Vittoria Coffee, 

5. Grinders, 

6. Cerebos Brand - Greggs 

7. Almore-Coffee-100% halal organic & gourmet Coffee 20 
8. Kenco, Millicano - Mondelez 

9. Moccona's Classic Range of Coffee 

10. Nespresso 

11. Nestle Coffee & Milk - just add water 

12. PAUL'S Iced Coffee 25 
13. Pokka 

14. Robert Timms Coffee 

15. Espresso di Manfredi 

16. Harris 

17. Organo Gold 30 
18. Piazza D'Oro 

  

  

DRINKING CHOCOLATE: 
1. Nestle Alpen Blend Hot Chocolate` 35 
2. Nestle Cocoa 

3. Ovaltine 

4. Nesquick 

5. 

  40 
JUICES: 
1. Harvey Fresh, website; http://www.harveyfresh.com.au/ 

2. Meriram Grape Juice, 

3. Mountain Fresh Juices, 

4. Sunraysia Fruit drinks and Juices, 45 
5. Devondale Apple Juice Co, 

6. Parmalat/Pauls Juice, So Juicey, Just Natural, website; 

http://www.parmalat.com.au/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=438&Itemid=3 

7. V8 Juice, 

8. Oceanspray, 50 
9. Berri, website; http://www.lionco.com/our-brands/juice-drinks-water-ice/chilled-juice 

10. The Daily Juice Co, website; http://www.lionco.com/our-brands/juice-drinks-water-ice/chilled-juice 

11. Just Juice, website; http://www.lionco.com/our-brands/juice-drinks-water-ice/long-life-juice 

12. Mildura Juice, website; http://www.lionco.com/our-brands/juice-drinks-water-ice/long-life-juice 

13. Mill Orchard 55 
14. MONAVIE Organic Halal Acai Berry Juice Blend. Nutrition. Anti-Aging 

15. Rubicon Exotic Juice brand special price-marked Ramadan.promotional packs 

16. Sun Exotic 

17. Tang 

18. Frucor 60 
19. Nudie 

http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.harveyfresh.com.au%2F&h=QAQEPwbdA&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.parmalat.com.au%2Findex.php%3Foption%3Dcom_content%26view%3Darticle%26id%3D438%26Itemid%3D3&h=cAQHugl1Q&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.lionco.com%2Four-brands%2Fjuice-drinks-water-ice%2Fchilled-juice&h=uAQFCa-GR&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.lionco.com%2Four-brands%2Fjuice-drinks-water-ice%2Fchilled-juice&h=aAQH4dsji&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.lionco.com%2Four-brands%2Fjuice-drinks-water-ice%2Flong-life-juice&h=TAQFuVWBX&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.lionco.com%2Four-brands%2Fjuice-drinks-water-ice%2Flong-life-juice&h=4AQF6OcX5&s=1
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20. Preshafruit 

  

  

TEA: 
1. Dilmah, 5 
2. Meriram Herbal Tea, 

3. Madura Tea Estates - Premium Blend Tea Bags 

4. Numi Tea 

5. 

  10 
* FROZEN FOODS: 
1. Sara Lee 

2. Dr Oetker Ristorante Pizza's 

3. Luv a Duck Peking Duck, 

4. Pozza Foods, 15 
5. Lucky Foods, Website; http://www.luckyfood.com/ 

6. Smooze Fruit Ice, 

7. Saffron Road, Website; http://www.saffronroadfood.com/our-products/ 

8. Herbet Adams, 

9. Simplot, Chicko, Captains Catch, Colonial Farm, 20 
10. Quorn Foods, website; http://www.quorn.com.au/Products/ 

11. Patties, 

12. Zooper Dooper, Quelch, Sunny Boy, website; http://www.lionco.com/our-brands/juice-drinks-water-

ice/water-ice 

13. Lean Cuisine, Nestle, website; 25 
14. Borgs - All products 

15. Golden Eggs Quiche Mix 

16. Pozza Lasagna 

17. Ristaronte Pizza 

18. Saffron Road 30 
19. Spice & Passion Pastries 

20. Weis 

  

  

FROZEN VEGGIES: 35 
1. Birds Eye, 

2. Bendotti Chips 

3. McCains Chips 

4. Sanitarium 

5. Borgs - all products 40 
  

PASTRY PRODUCTS: 
1. Sara Lee, 

2. Pastry R Us, 

3. Borg's 45 
4. Four'N Twenty, 

5. Garlos, 

6. Mr Mac's, 

7. Vili's, 

8. Nevana Pizza Bases, 50 
9. Saffron Road, Website; http://www.saffronroadfood.com/our-products/ 

10. Herbet Adams, 

11. Poppa Browns Pies,12. Pampas,13. Patties, 14. 

  

*HEALTH FOODS:  55 
1. Sanitarium So Good, 

2. Food For Health Seeds, 

3. Nutriway, Website, http://www.nutriway.com.au/ 

4. Nu-Vit, 

5. Meriram Organic & Gluten Free products, 60 
6. Soy Life, 

http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.luckyfood.com%2F&h=HAQEkTVvL&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.saffronroadfood.com%2Four-products%2F&h=nAQF1Fo5g&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.quorn.com.au%2FProducts%2F&h=wAQFgjjX1&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.lionco.com%2Four-brands%2Fjuice-drinks-water-ice%2Fwater-ice&h=1AQEQDAz1&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.lionco.com%2Four-brands%2Fjuice-drinks-water-ice%2Fwater-ice&h=1AQEQDAz1&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.saffronroadfood.com%2Four-products%2F&h=EAQFi-i09&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nutriway.com.au%2F&h=YAQHAWm6y&s=1


 

 

22 

p22                            30-7-2015          © Mr G. H. Schorel-Hlavka O.W.B. 

INSPECTOR-RIKATI® about the BLACK HOLE in the CONSTITUTION-DVD 

A 1st edition limited special numbered book on Data DVD ISBN 978-0-9803712-6-0 

PLEASE NOTE: You may order books in the INSPECTOR-RIKATI® series by E-mail 

  

7. Soland, 

8. Vitasoy, Lion products; 

  

  

SUPPLEMENTS: 5 
1. Flavour Creations, 

2. Musashi, SLM protein bars, 

3. Horleys HUGE Sports Nutrition,  

4. NatVia Sweetner, 

5. Venom Protein, 10 
6. Splenda Sweetner, 

7. Juenesse, 

8. International Protein, Website; http://www.international-protein.com/ 

9. Hermesetas 

10. Professional Whey 15 
11. Powerbar, 

12. Perfect Sweet sweetner,  

13. Weight Watchers, 

14. BSc (Body Science CLA),  

15. Abbott Nutrition, 20 
  

  

VEGETARIAN: 
1. Sanitarium Veggie Delights, 

2. FRYS Vegetarian & Vegan, 25 
  

  

VITAMINS:  
 1. Ostelin, 

2. Blackmores, 30 
3. Cenovis, 

4. Nutriway, Website; http://www.nutriway.com.au/ 

5. OsteVit-D 

6. Golden Glow, website; http://www.goldenglow.com.au/sale 

7. Herb Valley, website; http://www.herbvalley.com.au/odourless-fish-oil/ 35 
8. Vita D 

  

  

*HOUSEHOLD: BEAUTY: 
1. Juenesse, 40 
2. Inika 

3. Purist, 

4. Ponds, 

5. Durex Condoms, 

6. Cussons, website; http://www.pzcussons.com/en_int/brands 45 
7. 

8. 

  

CLEANING PRODUCTS: 
  1. O'Cedar Polish Carpet & Floor Cleaners, 50 
2. Advil Multi Purpose Cleaners, 

3. Jif, 

4. OMO, 

5. Surf, 

6. Domestos, 55 
7. Comfort, 

8. Drive, 

9. Persil, 

10. Radiant, website; http://www.pzcussons.com/en_int/brands 

11. Morning Fresh, website; http://www.pzcussons.com/en_int/brands 60 
  

http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.international-protein.com%2F&h=yAQG6kSDi&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nutriway.com.au%2F&h=3AQEmaNs7&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.goldenglow.com.au%2Fsale&h=PAQG46O4T&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.herbvalley.com.au%2Fodourless-fish-oil%2F&h=uAQFCa-GR&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pzcussons.com%2Fen_int%2Fbrands&h=QAQEPwbdA&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pzcussons.com%2Fen_int%2Fbrands&h=9AQEtWwEB&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pzcussons.com%2Fen_int%2Fbrands&h=zAQF5zt-X&s=1
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PET FOODS: 
1. Purina, 

2. Fancy Feast 

3. Muezza Cat Food 5 
4. Vita Cat 

5. Beneful 

6. Empyreal 75 Pet Food Manufacturers - Cargil 

  

TOILETRIES: 10 
1. Colgate, 

2. FGB Natural Products, Euky Bear, Bosisto's, Vick's, Braun, Extra Life, Revive Survival, Busby's, 

Website; http://fgb.com.au/ 

3. Neways, 

4. Johnson & Johnson, 15 
5. Grants of Australia, Toothpaste, 

6. Sunsilk, 

7. Vaseline, 

8. Rexona, 

9. Dove, 20 
10. Lux 

11. Radox, 

12. Lynx, 

13. Tresemme, 

14. Ponds, 25 
15. VO5, 

16. Inika Makeup 

17. Cussons, website; http://www.pzcussons.com/en_int/brands 

18. Imperial Leather, website; http://www.pzcussons.com/en_int/brands 

19. Venus, website; http://www.pzcussons.com/en_int/brands 30 
20. Satinique, Amway, website; http://www.satinique.com.au/Site/Category/3/products 

21. AMWAY 

  

  

* MEAT/POULTRY/SEAFOOD: 35 
BEEF:  
1. Aldi Hydale Corned Beef, 

2. Cavos Meatballs, Beef burgers,  Veal Snitzel, 

3. Castricum Brothers, 

4. Famicorp, 40 
5. Austral Pacific Foods, 

6. Fine Brands Meats - FINE BRAND - WAMMCO manage Southern Meats Pty Ltd in Goulburn - 

Products & facilities are HC for supply as EU, USA etc. 

7. West Coast Meat Solutions, 

8. Moe Meat Packers, 45 
9. Midfield Meat International, The Midfield Group,  

10. Top Hat, 

11. Teys Australia, 

12. Kilcoy Pastoral Meats, Website; http://www.kpc.com.au/index.php/en/products 

13. JBS Meats, 50 
14. Pride Meats, 

15. Hardwicks Meatworks  - ICCV certified 

16. Blackmore wagyu beef, 

17. Doctor Proctor Beef Biltong 

18. Hunter Valley Quality Meats 55 
19. Kilcoy Pastoral Company 

20. Midwest Beef Processor WA 

21 O'Reilly's Lot Farm Fresh Meat 

22. Teys Australia 

23. AMELIA PARK LAMB & BEEF - process their meat at V& V WALSH in Banbury WA 60 
24. CATTLE COUNTRY has a Fully Halal Certified Factory 

http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Ffgb.com.au%2F&h=MAQGz7RSg&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pzcussons.com%2Fen_int%2Fbrands&h=mAQFdbDGM&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pzcussons.com%2Fen_int%2Fbrands&h=vAQFeaGuY&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pzcussons.com%2Fen_int%2Fbrands&h=kAQF8lj9t&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.satinique.com.au%2FSite%2FCategory%2F3%2Fproducts&h=DAQGWqyaB&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.kpc.com.au%2Findex.php%2Fen%2Fproducts&h=iAQG-bQff&s=1
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25. Shark Lake Food Group pty ltd in Esperance, W.A - ICCV Certified 

26. Harvey Beef - Western Australia 

27. OBE Organic Halal Beef 

28. Koalla Farm & Simply Free Range - ALL Halal RS at Hardwicks in Kyneton 

29. MEATPAK trading as HOLCO Packaged Beef & Poultry - sold at Woolworths & elsewhere 5 
30. MEGA MEATS - Halal Accredited 

31. V&V WALSH - VVW - certified by the Perth Mosque of WA & WAHA 

32. The Organic Meat Co.  Certified Halal & Certified Organic 

33. McPhee Bros. - Beef Veal & other meats - all RS - Exporting Company 

34. BEEF JERKY - Horizon Gourmet Meats - Halal Accredited by AUS-MEAT - Outback Tucker 10 
35. AUSTRALIAN COUNTRY CHOICE Group - Huge Meat Co. supplying Halal Meat to COLES - AUS-

MEAT 

36. OAKDALE MEAT CO.PTY.LTD, Amberley Crescent, Dandenong, Victoria - Halal Acreditation by 

HCAA 

37. Wodonga Abattoir in northern Victoria - Halal beef and sheepmeat supplier 15 
38. JBS Australia director John Berry complained about the high cost of halal certification & Indonisian 

monopoly. 

39. Baa Moo Oink Butchers, 378 Findon Road, Kidman Park, SA 5025 - Wholesale Prices - Halal Certified 

40. BERMUDA BUTCHERY, Q Super Centre, Mermaid Waters Gold Coast 

41. BUSH'S MEATS - Napean Village, Penrith, NSW - All Halal Meat 20 
42. The Casino Meatworks - Halal Certified 

43. FARMER JACK'S, Maddington - Clearly Halal Certified meat supplier 

44.  

45.  

  25 
  

CHICKEN/DUCK: 
1. Cavos, 

2. Lilydale, 

3. Luv a Duck, 30 
4. Steggles, 

5. Adelaide Poultry, 

6. Baiada Poultry 

7. Bannockburn, 

8. Cordina Farms, 35 
9. Ferguson Valley, 

10. Summertime Chicken, 

11. La Ionica, 

12. Inghams, 

13. Hazeldenes - AFIC - supply ALDI STORES - Broad Oak Label & Free Range RS is Willowton brand 40 
14. Pride Chickens, 

15. Golden Farms, website; http://www.goldenfarms.com.au/faq.php 

16. Pepe's Ducks, 

17. Lenards, 

18. Poultry Palace,  45 
19. Morloey Fish & Poultry 

20. Red Lea 

21. Select Poultry 

22. Woolworths Deli 

23.  50 
24.  

25.  

  

FISH/SEAFOOD OTHER:  
1. Tassel, 55 
2. Tasmanian Smokehouse, 

3. Pacific West, 

4. Cavos, 

5. Bayview Seafoods, 

6. Top Hat Fine Foods 60 
7. Huon, 

http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.goldenfarms.com.au%2Ffaq.php&h=4AQF6OcX5&s=1


 

 

25 

p25                            30-7-2015          © Mr G. H. Schorel-Hlavka O.W.B. 

INSPECTOR-RIKATI® about the BLACK HOLE in the CONSTITUTION-DVD 

A 1st edition limited special numbered book on Data DVD ISBN 978-0-9803712-6-0 

PLEASE NOTE: You may order books in the INSPECTOR-RIKATI® series by E-mail 

  

8. I & J, 

9. Morloey Fish & Poultry 

10. Fishers 

11. Superior Gold 

  5 
LAMB: 
1. Country Fresh Australia, 

2. CRF Group, 

3. Midfield Meat International, 

4. Pride Meats, 10 
5. Castricum Brothers 

6. Challenge Lamb WA 

7. Fine Brand (Southern Meats) 

8. TASMAN Market Fresh Meats - All Meat is halal RS 

9. MEGA MEATS - Halal Accredited 15 
10. Australian Lamb Company - Halal Certified by ICCV 

11. Wodonga Abattoir in northern Victoria - Halal beef and sheepmeat supplier 

12. Baa Moo Oink Butchers, 378 Findon Road, Kidman Park, SA 5025 - Wholesale Prices - Halal Certified 

13. BUSH'S MEATS - Napean Village, Penrith, NSW - All Halal RS Meat 

14. KIRKLAND NSW - Halal Australia - & exports Halal Lamb to USA 20 
15. Fettayeh - Halal Lamb - SICHMA certified 

16.  

  

  

PORK:  25 
1. 

2. 

3. 

  

SMALLGOODS: 30 
1. Lagos, 

2. Belia, 

3. Dinkum Dogs, 

4. Fettayleh, 

5. Primo, 35 
6. 

7. 

8. 

  

TURKEY: 40 
1. Cavos, 

2. Goldfields Turkeys Pty. Ltd. 

3. Fenton Gold Boneless Cooked Halal Turkey Saddle - J J Food Service - halal certified 

4. 

5. 45 
  

  

* PACKET FOODS: 
1. Asian Home Gourmet, 

2. Passage to India, Chinese, Italy, Morocco, Malaysian, Thai, 50 
3. Sunrice, 

4. 2 Minute Chef, 

5. Enjoyo,  

6. Tasty Bite 

7. Mastefoods, 55 
8. Dolmio, 

9. SUIMIN - Taste of the Orient 

  

NOODLES: 
1. Indomie, 60 
2. Maggi, 
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3. Fantastic, 

4. Mi Goreng Noodles 

5. Mamee Monster Noodles 

6. Slendier Slim Noodles, 

7. Hakubaku Australia Pty Ltd - Japanese Udon Noodles - AFIC 5 
8. Soon Ramen Pack Noodles  - Made in Korea 

9. SUIMIN Noodle product range 

10. Blue Dragon 

  

PASTA: 10 
1. Vetta, 

2. Pozza Foods, 

3. Zafarelli, 

4. San Remo, 

5. Meriram, 15 
6. Rinoldi, 

7. Kookaburra Pasta - ICCV 

8. Bella Italia, website; http://www.italco.com/index.php/products/pasta/bella-italia.html 

9. Balducci Pasta 

10. Barilla 20 
11. Mission products 

12. Perfecto Italiano - Fonterra brand - ICCV 

13. Balducci 

14. Leggo's 

15. Nutrifree 25 
  

RICE: 
1. Sunrice, 

2. Uncle Ben's, website; http://unclebens.com.au/products/ 

3. Meriram, 30 
4. Kohinoor Authentic Basmati Rice,  

5. Baby Mum-Mum 

6. Fantastic 

7. Pure Harvest 

8. Trident 35 
9. Riviana 

10. Blue Dragon - Rice Crackers 

11. Brunei Halal Rice 

12. Rice made in China - see sign on packet 

13. Balducci 40 
14. Barilla 

15. Leggo's 

16. Nutrifree  

17. Pure Harvest Rice Milk 

  45 
* SAUCES/MARINADES/GRAVY: 
 1. Masterfoods, 

2. Maggi, 

3. Ayam, Website; http://www.ayam.com/ 

4. Eta BBQ Sauce, 50 
5. Tabasco 

6. Lee Kum Kee, 

7. Saffron Road, Website; http://www.saffronroadfood.com/our-products/ 

8. Hollbrooks, 

9. Heinz 55 
10. Rosella,  

11. Sharwoods Chinese, Indian, Thai, website; http://www.sharwoods.com/ 

12. Alana's Pantry Sauces, website; http://www.alanaspantry.com.au/spicy-sauce-range/  

13. Ong's Oyster Sauce, Oriental Merchant; http://www.oriental.com.au/product  

14. ABC sweet soy sauce, Oriental Merchant; http://www.oriental.com.au/product  60 
15. Taylors, website; http://spcardmona.com.au/healthy-brands/taylors 

http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.italco.com%2Findex.php%2Fproducts%2Fpasta%2Fbella-italia.html&h=-AQFcxzh1&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Funclebens.com.au%2Fproducts%2F&h=aAQH4dsji&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ayam.com%2F&h=4AQF6OcX5&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.saffronroadfood.com%2Four-products%2F&h=SAQEpCOS0&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sharwoods.com%2F&h=tAQGLPxYI&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.alanaspantry.com.au%2Fspicy-sauce-range%2F&h=EAQFi-i09&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.oriental.com.au%2Fproduct&h=pAQESgSTo&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.oriental.com.au%2Fproduct&h=VAQF7Kz4K&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fspcardmona.com.au%2Fhealthy-brands%2Ftaylors&h=kAQF8lj9t&s=1
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16. TCC Coconut Milk, website; http://noshly.com/tcc/#products 

17. Blue Dragon 

18. Fountain Sauces 

19. Gravox & Gravox Liquid Sauce 

20. Edgell 5 
21. Leggo's Sauces 

  

DRESSINGS:  
1. Kraft, 

2. Ayam, Website; http://www.ayam.com/ 10 
3. Eta Mayonaise, 

4. Masterfoods, 

5. Praise, 

6. Taylors, website; http://spcardmona.com.au/healthy-brands/taylors 

7. 15 
8. 

  

GRAVY: 
 1. Aldi Chefs Cupboard stock cubes, Powdered Stock, 

2. Massel, 20 
3. Vegeta, 

4. Saffron Road, Website; http://www.saffronroadfood.com/our-products/ 

5.  

  

PACKET SAUCES: 25 
1. Asian Home Gourmet, 

2. Passage to India, Chinese, Italy, Morocco, Malaysian, Thai, 

3. Asian Foods Australia, 

4. Masterfoods, 

5. 30 
  

PASTA SAUCES: 
1. Leggo's, 

2. Dolmio, 

3. Bertolli, website; http://www.villabertolli.com/product-category/pasta-sauces 35 
4. Barilla 

5. 

  

SOUPS: 
1. La Zuppa 40 
2. Hansells All Natural Soups, 

3. Rosella, 

4. Taylors soups, website; http://spcardmona.com.au/healthy-brands/taylors 

5. Campbells, 

6. Heinz 45 
7. Majestic 

8. Vageta 

  

* SNACKFOODS: 
1. Jack Links Beef Jerky, 50 
2. Scooby Doo Fruit Tails by Hot Shots, Website; http://www.hot-shots.com.au/index.php/item/scooby-

doo-fruit-tails.html 

3. Be Natural, Website; http://www.benatural.com.au/en_AU/ourrange.html 

4. Carmen's Muesli Bars, 

5. The Real McCoy, 55 
6. Food For Health Snack Bars, 

7. Naturally Good Snacks, Website; http://www.naturallygoodproducts.com.au/products 

8. Vegge Chips, 

9. Thomas Chipman, 

10. Kez's  60 
11. Kettle Chips 

http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fnoshly.com%2Ftcc%2F%23products&h=zAQF5zt-X&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ayam.com%2F&h=DAQGWqyaB&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fspcardmona.com.au%2Fhealthy-brands%2Ftaylors&h=OAQEGZTIH&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.saffronroadfood.com%2Four-products%2F&h=rAQE8rJcm&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.villabertolli.com%2Fproduct-category%2Fpasta-sauces&h=WAQHgimYY&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fspcardmona.com.au%2Fhealthy-brands%2Ftaylors&h=YAQHAWm6y&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hot-shots.com.au%2Findex.php%2Fitem%2Fscooby-doo-fruit-tails.html&h=UAQHu2aHp&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hot-shots.com.au%2Findex.php%2Fitem%2Fscooby-doo-fruit-tails.html&h=UAQHu2aHp&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.benatural.com.au%2Fen_AU%2Fourrange.html&h=BAQGqzHhE&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.naturallygoodproducts.com.au%2Fproducts&h=3AQEmaNs7&s=1
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12. Paradise Foods which include many various items for a list check here; 

http://www.paradisefoods.com.pg/favourites.php 

13. Go Natural, 

14. Snack Brands - Samboy, Chickadees, CC's, Thins, Kettle Chips, Cheezels, French Fries, Natural Chip 

Co, ( These are Halal Certfied: Thins Original Kettle Sea Salt CC's Original Salted French Fries Plain 5 
Salted), Website; http://snackbrands.com.au/Brands 

15. Sharwoods Prawn Crackers, Poppodums, Thai crackers, website; http://www.sharwoods.com/ 

16. Goulburn Valley Fruits, website; http://spcardmona.com.au/healthy-brands/goulburn-valley/products 

17. Weight Watchers, website; 

http://www.weightwatchers.com.au/util/art/index_art.aspx?tabnum=1&art_id=94692 10 
18. Frito Lay, Lays Crisps, 

19. Happy Panda snacks,  

20. Freedom Foods 

21. Twisties 

22. Freelicious 15 
23. Suimin - Taste of the Orient 

  

  

BISCUITS/CRACKERS: 
1. Fantastic,   20 
2. Sun Rice  

3. Captains Choice, 

4. Chips Ahoy, 

5. Kraft in a Biskit, 

6. Ritz, 25 
7. Oreo, 

8. Premium, 

9. Bakers Biscuits, 

10. Baumanns Biscuits, 

11. Emu Bottum Biscuits, 30 
12. Naturally Good Biscuits, Website; http://www.naturallygoodproducts.com.au/products 

13. Tuckers Natural Gourmet Crackers 

14. Kez's 

15. Old Colonial Cookie 

16. Pyotts, 35 
17. Pirahna Vege Crackers 

18. Snowy Mountain Cookies 

19. Sharwoods Prawn Crackers, Poppadums, Thai crackers, website; http://www.sharwoods.com/ 

20. Bika crackers, Oriental Merchant; http://www.oriental.com.au/product/view/21 

 21. Byron Bay Cookies, 40 
22. Happy Panda snacks,  

 23. Kelsen group Danish cookies,  

24. Fantastic Rice Crackers 

 25. Ital - Toscani, Fiorentini 

26. 45 
  

FRUITS - DRIED - :  
1. Angas Park 

2. JC Quality Foods 

3. Meriram, 50 
4. Sunbeam 

5.  

  

NUTS: 
1. Brookfarm, Website; http://www.brookfarm.com.au/ 55 
2. Duck's Nuts, 

3. Nu-vit, 

4. Meriram Nuts, 

5. Sunbeam 

6. Stahmann Farms, 60 
7. Soland' 

http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.paradisefoods.com.pg%2Ffavourites.php&h=RAQHrSJOk&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fsnackbrands.com.au%2FBrands&h=GAQEnsZfq&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sharwoods.com%2F&h=xAQFt-aai&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fspcardmona.com.au%2Fhealthy-brands%2Fgoulburn-valley%2Fproducts&h=gAQGrdPSc&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.weightwatchers.com.au%2Futil%2Fart%2Findex_art.aspx%3Ftabnum%3D1%26art_id%3D94692&h=FAQErGQQT&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.naturallygoodproducts.com.au%2Fproducts&h=0AQGTo2pZ&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sharwoods.com%2F&h=uAQFCa-GR&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.oriental.com.au%2Fproduct%2Fview%2F21&h=bAQHHATM7&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.brookfarm.com.au%2F&h=xAQFt-aai&s=1
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8. Select Harvest, Website; http://www.selectharvests.com.au/ 

9. Riverside All Australian Nuts, 

10. Go Natural, 

11. Gourmet Nut Co, 

12. Supa Cashew Nuts 5 
13. J.C.'s Quality Foods - nuts certified by Halal Australia 

  

  

* TINNED GOODS:  
1. SPC, Ardmona, 10 
2. Edgell, website; http://edgell.com.au/our-range 

3. Ayam, Website; http://www.ayam.com/ 

4. Sirena, 

5. Chop Chop, 

6. Heinz, website; http://www.heinz.com.au 15 
7. Golden Circle, website; http://www.goldencircle.com.au 

8. Rhodes Tinned fruits & Vegetables, website; http://www.rhodesquality.com/products 

9. Campbells, 

10. 

  20 
  

* COMPANIES LONG LISTINGS: 
1. Fine Foods Wholesalers,  Website; http://finefoodwholesalers.com.au/ 

2. Danisco, Website;  http://www.danisco.com/product-range/  

3. Select Harvest, http://www.selectharvests.com.au/sales-and-marketing 25 
4. Weight Watchers, website; 

http://www.weightwatchers.com.au/util/art/index_art.aspx?tabnum=1&art_id=94692 

5. Unilever Food Solutions,  

6. GMP Pharmaceuticals, website; http://www.gmp.com.au/dosage%20form 

7. Manassen Foods, FromagerieBel, Cheese Dippers, Laughing Cow,, Picon, Kiri, Boursin, Holland House 30 
Cakes, Albatross, Carrs, Kavli, Mc Vitie's          Digestive, RyvitaVander Meulen, WalkersShort bread, 

Wheelies, Angelos, Coffex Coffee, Bovril, Conimex, Country Cup, Globus, GlobusMorelloCherries, 

Golden Days, Hellmans, KingOscar, Marion's Kitchen, Mrs balls, on The Go, Our Mate, Oxo,Pau 

Newmans Own,S&W, 

8. Montana Foods, 35 
9. Fonterra Foods, Website; http://www.fonterra.com/au/en/our+products/our+brands/nestle+soleil 

10. Campbells,  

11. ConAgra Foods,  

12. Lion products, website; http://www.lionco.com/our-brands 

13. Faragella food industries, website; http://www.faragalla.com/juice-faragello-gold.html 40 
14. 

15. 

 
END QUOTE 
     45 
I look forwards to your reply addressing the issues I raised. 
 

This document is not intended and neither must be perceived to refer to all details/issues. 
 

MAY JUSTICE ALWAYS PREVAIL® 50 

(Our name is our motto!) 

Awaiting your response,  G. H. Schorel-Hlavka O. W. B. (Friends call me Gerrit) 

http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.selectharvests.com.au%2F&h=kAQF8lj9t&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fedgell.com.au%2Four-range&h=sAQEW6Don&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ayam.com%2F&h=3AQEmaNs7&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.heinz.com.au%2F&h=qAQHdDuga&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.goldencircle.com.au%2F&h=GAQEnsZfq&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rhodesquality.com%2Fproducts&h=_AQEP13bu&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Ffinefoodwholesalers.com.au%2F&h=HAQEkTVvL&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.danisco.com%2Fproduct-range%2F&h=KAQFsBMp9&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.selectharvests.com.au%2Fsales-and-marketing&h=4AQF6OcX5&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.weightwatchers.com.au%2Futil%2Fart%2Findex_art.aspx%3Ftabnum%3D1%26art_id%3D94692&h=yAQG6kSDi&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.gmp.com.au%2Fdosage%2520form&h=vAQFeaGuY&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fonterra.com%2Fau%2Fen%2Four%2Bproducts%2Four%2Bbrands%2Fnestle%2Bsoleil&h=JAQG8WbWG&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.lionco.com%2Four-brands&h=oAQEEMgqv&s=1
http://www.faragalla.com/juice-faragello-gold.html


ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 1097

Submission Details: Ms Margaret Genever





From: margaret genever  
Sent: Thursday, 30 July 2015 3:54 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third Party Certification of food

To the Senate Inquiry into the third Party Certification of Food.

I wish to make this submission into Halal Certification. I am opposed to
 Halal certification for the following reasons:

1. Halal certification is a hidden tax. I have contacted many companies to
 find out their Halal status and how this affects me as a consumer of their
 products. Most will say that the consumer does not pay for certification.
 This may be true but is extremely hard to believe and possibly to verify, and
 I feel may not stand up to scrutiny. And in any event it affects the
 company’s bottom line so someone pays. Certainly shareholders pay in the
 case of larger companies, and probably me in some cases, without my
 knowledge through my superannuation, so it still a hidden tax. I do not wish
 to pay this tax, and so Halal certified food should be clearly labelled.

2. I do not find anything wrong with those of certain cultures or religions
 adhering to practices of food preparation standards. We are a tolerant and
 diverse multi-cultural and free country. Our freedom is limited only by the
 dictates of our laws and activities that impinge on the freedom and rights of
 others and also animals. I am opposed to Halal practices in relation to
 animals. They violate my beliefs about animal welfare and I believe that the
 rights of animals should prevail over any religious ideologies. It is my right
 to know if any animal food product has been produced in a manner which is
 against community standards and Australian laws, and thus all products
 should be clearly labelled on these grounds as well.

3 I am outraged that animals are still being slaughtered in the Halal
 approved manner, principally because of the cruelty involved as stated, but
 also because it offends my religious sensibilities. I do not want the animals
 to suffer and I do not wish to have my food prayed over by anyone,
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 especially in the context of cruelty. This is yet another reason why Halal
 certified food should be clearly labelled. I believe that all food with religious
 certifications, Halal or Kosher, should be clearly labelled on the grounds of
 my religious freedom.

I conclude by arguing that for anyone to argue against the clear labelling of
 Halal certified products flies in the face of logic. What is the purpose of
 Halal certification if the people for whom the certification is performed are
 kept in the dark? Muslims who wish to purchase Halal certified food
 presumably need to know this, and those who wish to avoid Halal certified
 food on any reasonable grounds such as those above, have a right to know.
 Companies could still produce Halal certified food but the cost of
 certification should be borne by those Muslims who require it, whether for
 local or overseas markets. It is my view also that the food should be sold in
 separate areas in supermarkets to make it easier to identify for both
 Muslims and those opposed to Halal certification.

Thanks for your time and consideration.
Yours sincerely Margaret Genever

Kind regards, Margaret

http://www.margaretgenever.com/
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From: Keith Molloy 
Sent: Thursday, 30 July 2015 5:09 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Objection to halal certification

On behalf of my family, I wish to lodge an objection to the imposition of a Halal tax on numerous articles of
 food and drink.
Halal constitutes a religious tax for Muslim agencies,
Aust Govt is only legal entity with the right to impose a nationwide tax,
Costs are ultimately charged to consumers for sole benefit of Muslim agencies,
There is a strong likelihood that much of the funds raised will find its way to terrorist agencies
Acting against Aust interests,
If the Australian Govt is going to approve such a tax, then it should be clearly labelled as Halal and stacked
 separately on supermarket shelves so that the consumer is able to make a clear choice of whether to buy,
Money received from a Halal tax should go directly to Government and not to a religious organisation.,

Yours Sincerely
Keith Molloy and Kelera Molloy

Sent from my iPad

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
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Senate Standing Committees on Economics 
PO Box 6100 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600 
  
Dear Sir/Madam 
  
RE THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATE FOOD INQUIRY 
  
a) The extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not 
limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and 
general food safety certification schemes; 
The extent of certification re halal has become so widespread it is becoming difficult to find many 
staple foods that are not H.Certified 
  
b) Current labeling requirements of food certification schemes; 
Current labeling requirements re halal are non existent in Australia. 
  
c) The need for labeling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees; 
The need for labeling re certification is a no brain-er, the entire premise of certification is 
supposed to allow observant Muslims safe knowledge of “halal” suitable products. It becomes 
entirely nonsense if this fact is not promoted on any part of the product. 
  
d) Whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to 
make informed purchasing decisions; 
Do current schemes provide information for informed choices?? Not if there are no indications 
provided on retail packaging. Another overlooked aspect to this is an assumption that halal just 
means it is healthy, this is in fact wrong. Halal means religiously acceptable to Islam, same as 
kosher is religiously acceptable to Jews. Any information regarding halal or kosher status should 
also clearly explain it is a religious requirement of the particular religion and may be offensive to 
others. 
  
e) Details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and 
the potential for these to impact on prices for consumers; 
Any details of fees and their impact on pricing is totally hidden by non disclosure agreements. 
There have been reports of larger companies paying hundreds of thousands of dollars per 
annum. There is also widely spread information that to use the logo on product another and 
separate annual fee is charged. It beggars all belief that any company is going to forgo their 
costs of any amount, nor use these legitimate business costs against pricing formula. I am 
equally certain no shareholder is going to allow absorption of these significant costs. To date, no 
certification body or company has offered to open their books or tax records to refute sensible 
reasoning that these certification costs are indeed all passed on to the consumer. 
  
f) The importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and 
returns to producers; 



The export claims re certification appear to be supported by only AQIS as a government body, 
and only with regard to meat products. It needs to be said however that there are also many 
claims of 'all' halal items are for export and many billions of dollars are at stake if halal is curtailed 
in any way. Logic dictates these claims are full of unsubstantiated exaggeration, if the figures 
'claimed' are applied, Australia is supposed to be exporting sufficient amounts to actually feed 
and cloth nearly 20% of world demand, a highly unlikely situation. Some published export figures 
show very minor amounts at stake, with regard to general halal product. However, any and all 
export product is clearly 'not domestic' product. There should be no reason export products 
demand or cause the same treatment on local domestic product. The proviso being any and all 
processing for export firstly meets Australian law and standards, particularly animal welfare laws. 
If any company desires the export business, then do so under Australian Law and guidelines, 
and provide a separate and clearly defined domestic product, if local religious status is required, 
do so with it clearly and prominently labelled as such and a separate product line for any non 
religious affected product, with all added costs charged only to the end user. 
  
g) The extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers 
including, but not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any 
related matters 
The extent and adequacy of information available to the public is almost zero, because of the 
aforementioned non disclosure agreements and seemingly across the board reticence to 'own' 
any certification. Any information offered by Islamic organisations is often offered as halal is not 
anything to worry about and is good for everyone. This is absolutely wrong, and is deceitful as to 
the religious nature of halal status. What is absolute fact is that both Halal and Kosher are wholly 
religious practices and are matters of faith and subsequently belief. There are no scientific or 
medical reasons, nor any implied health benefits to be gained from either dogma, that is not 
already inherent to foods prepared under Australian standards. 
  
As an adjunct to these guidelines, there is a substantial and extremely important aspect 
completely ignored by the terms of reference, and indeed should be at the head of all points 
reference. That is as mentioned above, Halal and Kosher are wholly and only a religiously 
controlled subset of their laws, and are only religiously decreed beliefs.There have been 
arguments forwarded that halal is not forced on anyone, as the companies chose to contract with 
certification bodies. I assert that when we are not informed of this, and when no clear alternatives 
are offered, and the products had non religious status well before this recent scheme started, we 
are in reality having halal or kosher, imposed on us, without consent. 
  
To act and believe in being 'inclusive' works two ways, by 'including' all consumers in a single 
halal certified product, with no clear alternative, is in reality imposing the religious status on 
everyone. This is in direct contravention of our religious discrimination laws. This is either a 
misguided and possible deceitful argument provided to manufacturers by the certification bodies, 
or a completely arrogant and highly offensive assumption it is OK to 'include' non religious 
customers in this religious requirement. 
  
A further final aspect to fees, certification and religious content, is that all fees are payable to 
religious, tax exempt bodies, bar one or two privately 'supposed experts'. One should be asking 
how and why non disclosure agreements are being allowed within the context of tax free religious 



bodies, these would seem to be a 'commercial' construct and only available to commercial 
transactions. Secondly, all funds are utilised only to the use of the specific religion, and are yet 
drawn from the widest possible section of society, and is in this fact using non Muslims or Jews if 
applicable to fund a religion without knowledge or consent. This is to me an offensive and illegal 
abuse of consumer trust. 
  
A last insight re the halal scheme, must surely be breaching nearly every discrimination law we 
have. It is well published fact that only Muslims, predominantly males, are allowed to render 
animals as halal. What this has meant is that all abattoirs and meat processors requiring halal for 
export are employing only muslims for all their works, i.e. for both export and domestic markets. 
There are published advertisements specifying this requirement of religious status. A 
consequence of this is that many jobs have been lost to normal everyday workers. Adding up the 
numbers of workers lost and discriminated against because of this religious requirement would 
be in the thousands, and I know in certain areas of QLD these religious workers are 457 visa 
entrants. This is abhorrent behavior by business, and equally shameful behavior by the govt. in 
fully allowing this.  
  
Of recent times there have also been calls by certain Islamic org's to have only Muslim workers 
on all logistics of operation, from farm to plate so to speak, to 'ensure' the halal status. This is 
clearly in breach of our workplace and discrimination laws, and as yet no government  
spokesperson has intervened. 
  
It is my view we will at some stage be asked to prove any assertions, and in particular a very 
convoluted dance is being used to totally avoid the religious significance of halal. There are 
moves afoot to change sections of the constitution to avoid any legal challenges in regard to 
religious based policies, and their effects on this process. 
  
I believe we will need to insist with absolute conviction that halal is wholly and only an Islamic 
religious practice and should never in any circumstances be allowed to be imposed on any non 
Muslim in any way nor for any reason intentional or not, and that doing so is an offensive breach 
of our discrimination laws. 
  
I may have a simplistic view of this, but when no clear alternatives are available, and little if any 
information and warnings are given, and the affected products were originally religion free, we 
are in real terms being forced to accepting an alien and unwanted religious practice. This may 
become a legal fight. 
  
Yours faithfully 
 

Leigh Edwards. 
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From:  
Sent: Thursday, 30 July 2015 7:01 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Food certification schemes submission

Dear food certification schemes inquiry,

We wish to address point (g) of the committee’s terms of reference, and particularly ask the committee to
 consider the importance of investigating whether some Australian halal certification organisations could be
 using funds raised from Australian businesses to fund, directly or indirectly, Islamic terrorism.

Firstly, all practising Muslims and Islamic organisations, including halal certifiers, are obliged to give Zakat to
 Islamic causes which amounts to 2.5% their wealth per year to be distributed among 8 categories. Some of
 these categories are laudable, such as helping the poor, but one is to support those fighting for Allah. Some
 Muslims claim to interpret this in an innocuous way, but a more widespread understanding is that this money is
 to go to those engaged in Islamic military operations for whom no salary is allotted i.e. volunteers for jihad.
 And Halal certifiers have been caught funding terrorism in this way before. In 2007 and 2008 the Islamic
 Society of North America was named by the Justice Department as involved with funding the terrorist group
 Hamas.

Secondly, we ask the committee to take into account that there is no religious requirement in Islam for Halal
 certification. A Muslim is obliged to eat foods only halal foods, but the vast majority of foods are halal by their
 very nature. Certification is at best a convenience for Muslims, and certifying bodies are only recent business
 constructs which began in the 1980s. It was soon discovered, however, that these organisations were very good
 at raising large amounts of money from gullible Westerners and now senior Muslim leaders are stating publicly
 that ‘halal can enable Muslims to dominate global economy and conquer the world.’

We put it to the committee that in-light of the above points and the common theme of Islam running through the
 halal certifying industry and world terrorism, that it is very much in the public interest to require a much higher
 standard of financial oversight and regulation of these bodies to ensure that money raised from Australian
 businesses is not being used against Australian interests.

Yours sincerely,

Mrs Diana and Stacey Johnson

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
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To:  The Standing Committee of the Enquiry 
into Food Certification Scheme 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
To the Committee Secretary, 
 
The Australian Chicken Growers Council (ACGC) represents the interests of contract 
meat chicken growers nationally through six state organisations. 
These are: 
 

• New South Wales Farmers Association Poultry Meat Group 
• Queensland Chicken Growers Association, 
• South Australian Meat Chicken Farmers 
• Tasmanian Chicken Meat Group, 
• Victorian Farmers Federation Chicken Meat Group, 
• West Australian Broiler Growers Association. 

 
 
ACGC is a member of the Australian Chicken Meat Federation (ACMF) and would 
support any comments made by them on this matter. 
 
While ACGC understands that the Terms of Reference for the committee’s inquiry 
relate to the impacts of food certification schemes such as halal, kosher and organic 
it was hoping that the committee would be prepared to look at other certification 
schemes, which have the potential to impact on the costs of both the production 
system and the consumer. One such scheme is the RSPCA Approved Farming 
Scheme, which deals primarily with animal welfare and be applied to all intensive 
animal production systems. 
The scheme was originally designed to provide individual farmers with a point of 
difference in the marketing of their product, thus commanding a higher price which 
would offset their increased production costs which were a consequence of 
compliance with the scheme. The RSPCA in fact clearly acknowledges the fact that 
there are higher costs associated with compliance.  
 
Under these arrangements the farmer deals directly with RSPCA in all matters 
relating to his accreditation and hopefully can command a premium in the market 
place. Whether this premium is passed onto the consumer will depend on 
arrangements further along the supply chain. 
 
The process however becomes significantly more complicated when it is applied to 
the supply chain arrangements as are found in the poultry meat industry particularly 
with regard to chicken meat. 
 
The industry is vertically integrated which is an extremely efficient model that has 
delivered significant benefits to consumers in terms of price, product quality and 
variety. Chicken meat has the highest consumption rate of any animal protein in 
Australia. 
 
Coles supermarkets had been sourcing RSPCA accredited chicken meat from 
multiple processors for a number of years as a point of differentiation in the market 
place. This changed dramatically in 2013 and 2014 when both Coles and 
Woolworths announced that all their home brand chicken meat would be accredited 



 

 
under the RSPCA Farming Scheme. For some processors this meant that 100% of 
their production would have to be RSPCA accredited. 
 
It is estimated the cost of this accreditation in terms of fees payable to the RSPCA is 
in excess of twenty-four million dollars, which does not include the increased capital 
and operating costs of the industry required to meet the RSPCA Standard. 
Whether these increased costs are being passed onto the consumer is often difficult 
to identify although there have been statements by one or both of the two major 
supermarkets that there will be no increase in price. 
 
As the large majority of chicken meat is sold under, the supermarket owned “home 
brands’ the decision by Closes and Woolworths to mandate and accreditation has in 
effect, reduced consumer choice.  
 
If this is the case, there are a number of scenarios in the supply chain that need to 
be considered. The first is that the Coles and Woolworths are subsidizing the retail 
price and paying a higher cost price in part or in full. The second possible scenario is 
that the supermarkets are expecting the chicken meat industry to carry the the 
increased costs in order to supply. Where a processor cannot recover the increased 
costs there will be pressure on meat chicken growers to grow for less. 
 
In the vertically integrated structure of the industry the majority of meat chickens are 
grown on farms contracted to a particular processor. Given amongst other things the 
contractual obligations and the geographical locations of farms, there is little 
opportunity for farms to change from one processor to another to avoid being forced 
to comply in an accreditation scheme such as RSPCA. 
 
Contract growers have no control over day-old chick quality, general flock health 
feed composition or when birds are actually picked-up for processing 
 
It is worthwhile noting, as discussed earlier, the Farming Scheme was based on a 
one to one relationship with a particular producer whereas in the current 
arrangements in the chicken meat industry are between the RSPCA, the processor 
and the supermarket; the grower is not included. When a farm is being assessed 
there is no obligation for the assessor to interact with the farmer and the results of 
assessments are sent to the processor. There is no appeal mechanism if the grower 
considers that the assessment is inaccurate and a panel in Canberra makes the final 
decisions. The grower in fact, may be financially penalized or even lose his contract 
if an adverse assessment prevents a processor from selling the birds grown on the 
farm as RSPCA Accredited. Given that the Standard has components based more 
on perception rather than good science it is possible for a farm to lose its 
accreditation based on non conformances which in reality have no real impact on the 
welfare of the bird. 
 
It is really concerning for this industry to have a third party commercial entity, such 
as the RSPCA Australia, dictating how welfare and its associated husbandry should 
be managed. 
 
ACGC would be more than happy to provide further information on this matter if the 
Committee is interested. 
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Phone:  
 
PLEASE WITHHOLD PERSONAL INFORMATION 
 
29th  July 2015 
  

Dear Sir/Madam 

RE: THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATION FOOD INQUIRY 

I would like to add my submission to the inquiry regarding third party certification of foods. 
My concern is with HALAL Third Party Food and other products certification. 

TERMS OF REFERENCE OF INQUIRY 

1. The extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not 
limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and 
general food safety certification schemes; 

So many foods are currently CERTIFIED Halal it’s almost impossible to go shopping and 
avoid buying any Halal – C products.   Most products do not carry any external Halal –C 
mark so I shop with the Halal choices app which takes so long and in some instances eg. 
buying butter at Aldi is impossible because all brands are certified.   

2. Current labelling requirements of food certification schemes; 

There doesn't seem to be any labelling guidelines whatsoever.  Many foods are naturally 
Halal and therefore need no certification to make them permissible for a Muslim to be able to 
enjoy them.  It seems to me like everything is being CERTIFIED and the fees collected from 
gullible companies are being passed on to us, the consumer.   I can guarantee you the 
majority of Australians especially older Australians have no idea what the word HALAL 
means let alone what HALAL -C means to their hip pocket! 

Most companies are not labelling their products Halal –C despite having paid for the 
CERTIFICATION so it is baffling to see how this is beneficial in any way to assist Muslims 
easily identify permissible goods and a successful marketing campaign to designed to 
increase sales to Islamic countries.    I am truly astounded that we have this sort of cunning, 
deceitful rort in Australia.    I cannot begin to tell you how absolutely disgusted and ashamed 
of our government I am for allowing this sort of blatant thievery to continue and not just this 
government but the governments before as well who have remained gutless and clueless to 
what is going on around them. 

3. The need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees; 

I believe we have absolutely NO NEED to have halal-c foods in Australia.  I don't believe we 
should lower our animal welfare standards to meet a market like the Middle East where 



animal welfare is almost non-existent.    We should concentrate on producing the best product 
we can with all animals being humanely slaughtered – which means using IRREVERSIBLE 
stunning  so that the animals do not unnecessarily suffer when I have been informed that a 
simple blessing by a Muslim prior to consumption - by uttering the word “Bismillah” would 
enable the meat to be consumed even if it were ethically killed.   I have also believe that  
cattle and other animals slaughtered using any of the current two cruel and barbaric "Halal" 
methods causes the animals stress hormones to impact on the quality of the meat.  

4. Whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to 
make informed purchasing decisions; 

Current schemes do not provide enough information for me to make an informed choice.  I 
wish to avoid all halal certified products totally.  I do not wish to financially support Islam for 
not even 1 cent.  It is not my religion and it’s not a religion I want to support in any way, 
shape or form. 

 5. Details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, 
and the potential for these to impact on prices for consumers; 

A successful business always recoups the costs of the goods and business through product 
pricing.  Anyone who says the prices are not passed onto the consumer is lying.  A rule of 
thumb for business is 30% expenses, 30% taxes, 30% business expansion and 10% for the 
owner.  Once you understand this basic rule of thumb its impossible to see how certification 
does NOT impact prices. 

All certification impacts the pricing, we see the heart tick (amongst the dearest certificates I 
hear) which benefits ALL consumers, we know how that is supposed to help our health but 
there are NO health benefits with HALAL.  In fact I suspect quite the opposite, I would love 
to see studies on the impact of high levels of stress hormones in meat and the effect on the 
human glandular system.   

6. The importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and 
returns to producers; 

I understand the halal certificate may help export markets but if its at a cost to the domestic 
market I would say concentrate on markets that don't put that impost onto our country, our 
producers and our people.   We produce good quality, clean and healthy products if we have 
to lower our standards to meet a market I say we should be asking that market to up their 
standards or concentrate on emerging markets who want our excellent product. 

7. The extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers 
including, but not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any 
related matters. 

 As we can see from submission number 205 from Abdul Ayan where he states:- 

“It is fair to say that halal certification, and particularly how certifiers practice it, has many 
deep seated problems. Their audit and supervision as well as their service provision are 
poor. There are also credible reports that some engage in corrupt, unethical and improper 
practices. The system allows them to do so and some therefore take full advantage of it. Halal 



certification has been widely described by leading members of the Muslim community, aptly 
in view, as a cash cow whose function is to collect as much money as possible in exchange 
for little or no provision of services beyond signing and issuing certificates." 

As we can see from that above statement HALAL-C is a cash cow and what more proof does 
this inquiry need to see that as consumers are getting hit they are recoiling and spending less.  
We refuse to be a cash cow for a religion we do not support nor trust.   

In conclusion, I would like to state, it seems HALAL-C is not content with fleecing us 
through our foods, but also through transport, medicines, plastics etc etc in fact anything they 
can possibly encourage people to certify they will. 

It is time for the government to reflect the thinking people of this country and go into bat for 
what is right and what is just.  We can see from the UK and their halal situation the push is on 
for no stunning in any abattoirs, here in Australia we have the WA Islamic society stating 
they oppose stunning – I in turn, fervently oppose any ritual slaughter on Australian soil 
whatsoever, let alone that done without the administration of non-reversible stunning. 

I oppose all of it.  Along with 80,000 other people on the facebook page "boycott Halal".  Not 
only that but a huge number of other Australian taxpayers that I spoke to have never heard of 
HALAL.  When I explain what it is, they are absolutely gobsmacked, angry and disgusted 
that our government would allow such a thing. 

I am also furious that our government would allow only MALE MUSLIM SLAUGHTER-
MEN to be hired in the majority of abattoirs.  Does this mean we now allow discrimination in 
the workplace? 

 I would hope the Inquiry will address all the matters in way that is the best outcome for all 
Australians, I hope they take into account Australia's multi-faith, multi-race and multi-culture 
populace and realize that no group should be forcing their ideas, beliefs, ideologies and 
thoughts onto others.   

  

Regards, 
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From: Jason Wiseman  
Sent: Thursday, 30 July 2015 8:43 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal Certification

Dear Senator,

I have grave concerns for the future of food in Australia!
My Family and I are finding it difficult to buy non Halal / Religiously certified food these days.
I spend far too long sourcing food in supermarkets and other outlets- having to ask all the time if
 they are certified at all.
My family and I disagree with the halal methods of slaughter and religious methods applied to
 our food.
The Halal scam has gone too far and shows no sign of stopping.
I’m calling for labelling on the front of the package for easy selection and the regulation of the
 halal certification industry in Australia.

Regards

Jason Wiseman

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
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Senate Standing Committee on Economics 

PO Box 6110 

Parliament House 

Canberra ACT 2600 

economics.sen@aph.gov.au 

Wednesday,  29 July, 2015 

As a consumer of all food types, I have become very disgruntled by the number of foods being 

labelled Halal. 

This labelling: 

*is discriminatory to non-muslims

*contravenes labelling laws – is often not clear or visible

*contravenes cruelty laws – their slaughtering is barbaric

*belies export excuses– many foods labelled are not exported, never had to be labelled in past years

*Intrusive in OUR rights of our religious beliefs - Our Easter eggs & buns must be labelled non-

muslim 

*Forcing our Children to eat Halal labelled food at OUR school canteens.

Muslims as a whole have been welcomed into Australia but are not intergrating- 

*Discriminating against our Church & school choices – muslims are allowed to  attend all our

Churches & schools but non-muslims cannot attend their schools or mosques. 

I ask the Senate Standing Committee to reverse all halal labelling thus giving ordinary Australians 

back their rights of choice. 

I remain 

Humbly yours 

YJ Millar 
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Senate Standing Committees on Economics, 
Senate Economic References Committee 
Email: economics.sen@aph.goc.au 
 
THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATION OF FOOD – 30 JULY 2015 
The overriding principles that should be applied are the following: 
 
1. A good tax system must encompass the following principles. It must be 
efficient, understandable, equitable and follow the benefit principle. The first 
three are self explanatory. The last one, follow the benefit principle, 
essentially means that those that use a public service funded through taxation 
should pay for it.  
 
2. This same principle is shared by Bill Shorten, leader of the opposition. 
Whilst giving evidence at the Royal Commission into corruption, he said that 
he believes in “ user pays” when referring to Unions charging companies for 
training services. 
 
3. It is totally unacceptable that any religious group should pay for the 
certification of food that may be required by a another religious group as part 
of the latter’s beliefs and scripture teachings. For example, a Christian, 
Muslem, Hindu or Atheist should not have to pay for the certification and 
preparation of Jewish Kosher food. The Kosher food requirements for the 
Jewsish Community is their affair. Presently, there is absolutely no impact on 
the lives on Gentiles as they generally have no requirement for Kosher food, 
and as such, they do not pay any amount whatsoever, that relates to 
increasing the cost of Kosher food, which does exist to certify the food as 
Kosher. The cost of certifying Kosher food is borne entirely by the users being 
the Jewish community.   
 
4. On the other hand, food consumed by Christians, does not carry the impost 
of any certification costs, so there is no impact on all other religious groups as 
far a food consumed by Christians is concerned. 
 
5. In Australia, the cost of Halal Certified food is borne by a 100% of the 
population which comprises 98% Non-Muslim groups and 2% being Muslim. 
This is unfair, inequitable and does not meet the principle of user pays. It is 
submitted that the cost of Halal Certification is a stealth tax, based in many 
cases on inadequate disclosure, designed to hide the fact from consumers in 
Australia. Based on this lack of disclosure alone, this issue has to be 
addressed before there is a vicious backlash. 
 
6. Here are some examples of non-disclosure. Ninety nine percent of all 
Cadbury’s products are Halal Certified, yet there is not a single marking on 
any of its packets. I called the Public relations department at Cadbury’s and 
asked them why they did not disclose the Halal Certification, on their 
packaging. They said there currently was no law in Australia that required 
them to disclose this. It really makes a mockery of the system where  
companies have to disclose the contents of the products as far as sugar, fat 
and other contents is concerned and not that the products are Halal Certified. 



I also asked Cadbury’s if they had any Kosher products and they said no, 
none of their products are Kosher. This alone tells you something about how 
discriminatory Cadbury’s are in the conduct of their business affairs. The 
effect of Cadbury’s dishonest business practice is already being felt by the 
company as it had to lay off many staff and had to resort to cheating by  
supplying a smaller slab of chocolate whilst keeping the price the same. I no 
longer buy any Cadbury’s products and I go about telling everyone about the 
company’s dishonest practices. There are many Non-Halal chocolates around 
like Lindt. It is very easy to replace Cadbury’s products. Whilst on the subject 
of Cadbury’s, Cadbury’s Public affairs division could not explain why we have 
Halal Certified Easter eggs. Muslims have no connection whatsoever to the 
Christian’s most important holiday of the year. I find the notion of Halal 
Certified Easter eggs offensive. How would a typical Muslim family feel if I 
took a roast pork to their house during Ramadan and dumped it at their front 
door. 
 
7. Another dishonest practice is the one by Coon Cheese. I believe they have 
since corrected this practice. In the past, one would only see the Halal 
Certification sign, once the packet was opened. Only then would you see the 
sign on the individually wrapped slices of cheese. This is blatantly dishonest. 
Going forward, I will never buy Coon Cheese again. I don’t care if they have 
stopped doing it. And so it will continue until this stealth tax is stopped. So 
either companies stop this rubbish, or they will feel it in their bottom line. 
 
8. It can never be fair that 98% of the population has to pay for the religious 
beliefs of 2% of the population. It is done secretly and by stealth with most of 
the population being unaware that they are being conned. It is clearly a racket  
which simply has to be addressed. 
 
9. Many foods are automatically by definition deemed Halal in the Koran. 
They are milk, honey, water, fresh fruit and fresh vegetables. So this begs the 
question why these foods need Halal Certification at all. And the answer of 
course is they don't. All this superfluous Halal Certification is merely a 
commercial business that uses religious motivation for its existence. 
 
10. It is beyond belief that some companies have been so intimidated that 
they now  have Halal certified water and cat food. 
 
11. Halal certification fees have been used the fund terrorist organisations. 
Again, why should any citizen of Australia have to fund terrorist organisations 
around the world. This is an outrageous state of affairs and will be stopped. 
 
THE SOLUTION TO THE PROBLEM 
1. Certifying Bodies - 
 
Currently there are over 33 Halal certifying bodies in Australia, none of which 
are regulated by the Government. In all the middle Eastern Muslim countries, 
there is only one governing body in a country and it is regulated by the 
Government in each respective country. In Australia, we need to do the same 
and have all Halal and Kosher certification regulated by the Government. 



2. Legal Requirements 
 
A Packaging law should be passed that provides for: 
 
1. All Kosher and Halal certified food should be clearly marked on the outside 
of the packaging by way of a large marking. Use different colours for Kosher 
and Halal certification. This must include chicken and meat, which currently 
has no certification. Butchers should prominently display on a wall at there 
premises which of their meat is Kosher and Halal Certified or the fact that it is 
not certified. 
 
2. The Kosher and Halal Certified food in Supermarkets should be placed in 
separate isles. 
 
3. If Store home brand products are certified, this should be shown clearly and 
boldly on the packaging on the outside of the product. 
 
4. It will be illegal for any company to force any supplier to render their 
products as being Halal or Kosher. Any intimidation, harassing or other 
bullying tactics will be subject to $ 1 000 000 fine and imprisonment of 10 
years. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
In conclusion, no one is denying Jews, Muslims, Hindus, Christians and other 
religious groups from practicing their beliefs in Australia. This is part of the 
multi-cultural system that has made Australia one of the leading nations in this 
regard in the world.  
 
However, the current situation where 98% of the population is paying for one 
religious group, being the Muslim Community’s Halal Certification of its food is 
not acceptable, nor is it fair and equitable. The cost of this certification should 
be borne by the users and this is the view of most Australians. All most 
Australians want is to have the choice to opt out of paying for Halal 
Certification of any kind.  
 
Three things need to be done: 
 
1. The Government should regulate the Halal, Kosher and other religions 
certification process as is currently the case in all Middle Eastern Countries. 
2. All food packaging has to be very clearly marked on the outside by a large, 
unambiguous stamp, clear to the naked eye without the need to use a 
magnifying glass to read, that the food is Halal or Kosher certified. There 
really is no need to hide this fact, as is currently the case with Cadbury’s, Kraft 
and Nestle. If companies breach the legislation, they should be fined and 
directors imprisoned.  
3. Supermarkets should display Kosher and Halal food in separate isles in 
their stores.  
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From: 
Sent: Thursday, 30 July 2015 9:45 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Submission to Senate Enquiry on 3rd Party Certification of Food.

Submission:

I do not believe Halal certification is needed by the
vast majority of Australians, and thus that it imposes
unnecessary extra costs on purchases.
Let those who require this certification be the ones to
pay for it.
Clear labels should allow individuals to choose whether
or not they want to buy certified products.

(please withhold my name and address from publication) 
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From: Bob Norlin
Sent: Thursday, 30 July 2015 10:04 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: SUBMISSION TO THE INQUIRY INTO FOOD CERTIFICATION SCHEMES

RE: SUBMISSION TO THE SENATE INQUIRY INTO FOOD CERTIFICATION SCHEMES

Dear Chairperson,

I am delighted to submit to the Senate committee my opinion in regards to the
 HALAL CERTIFICATION SCHEMES spreading across many products and services (transport
 one example...) in a manner that is without parallel in history. This is very disturbing to
 me!

To put it simple:

My daily shopping is slowed down by the need to carefully read the information on food
 packaging so I am satisfied my purchase will not support Islam. I have spent time in
 Islamic countries (mainly Bangladesh!) and I am determined not to facilitate the
 growth of Islam in Australia.

Never would I have imagined that simple daily purchases of a common food-items would is
 some way support Islam, or any religion in Australia. It is frankly beyond belief, but it has
 become reality. 

This creepin practice must be tightly controlled by a new government authority and
 preferably stopped completely, unless for legitimate reasons and 100% financed by the
 insisting party. Consumers must not be burdened with a de facto "RELIGIOUS TAX"

I submit to you that the very least Australia should implement legislation that tightly
 controls this praxis. The Law that makes it a criminal act to distribute and sell products
 that has been affected at any stage by HALAL practices, if this is not clearly styted by a
 standardised Australian HALAL SYMBOL. 

It is weird that this is necessary by law since you would think that (like KOSHER FOOD) it is
 of prime interests of the HALAL CERTIFIERS to have the certification clearly displayed!! But
 this does not always happen, hence the need for legislation!
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Like: ALL OR PART OF THIS PRODUCT IS CERTIFIED BY A RELIGIOUS CERTIFICATION
 AUTHORITY. THIS IS A HALAL / KOSHER / WHATEVER PRODUCT  . 

I thank you for this opportunity to make my concerns known

Kind regards

Bob Norlin
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From: Eva Gross  
Sent: Thursday, 30 July 2015 10:08 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: HALAL CERTIFICATION

I am a Social Worker of many years standing and consider myself a compassionate,
 tolerant person, accomodating, honest, committed. I abhor dishonesty. When something
 occurs in secret or by stealth, I must question what is going on, what is being covered up ?
 This is an issue with Halal Certification.
1) If something is under Halal Certification, it should be labelled as such. Why are
 companies producing Halal-certified goods, but not letting the public know ? Are they
 being directed to do this - if so, what is the motivation ? The secrecy really concerns me. I
 have to assume companies paying for Hala Certification are passing on the cost to
 consumers. By not labelling the product Halal Certified, people buying the product are
 therefore being subjected to a SECRET TAX. Haven't they the right to know if they are
 being taxed ? and where does this money go ? I know Islamic Societies say it goies
 towards funding things like schools. Shouldn't the public have the choice as to whether
 they want to assist the funding of Islamic schools or whatever else the money goes
 towards? We are a democracy and supposedly have free choice as long as we aren't
 breaking any laws. We have to protect this precious democracy in every way possible,
 because once we lose the freedom of choice, we are on a very dangerous slide into things
 autocracy or dictatorship and history is full of tragic examples of what happens to people
 and their rights when such controlled societies exist and what the people holding the
 power do.

2) It appears to me that we are, in trying to be accomodating of other cultures and beliefs,
 politically correct and not seen as racist, now practising reverse discrimination and this is
 against the majority of the Australian population. If I have dietary restrictions based on
 my religion, I simply avoid foods that don't comply with my religion's rules, but I
 wouldn't stop anyone else eating whatever they want. With the percentage of people in
 Australia today - a very small percent- requiring Halal-certified food-why "take it off the
 menu" for everyone just to accomodate them. I believe bacon is banned from some
 University campuses - that is reverse discrimination.

3) I have read up on this topic and am aware that most foods are naturally acceptable to
 observant Moslems. Where something isn't, they can simply chose not to buy it or just
 pronounce "bismillah" over it to make it comply with their religious restrictions. To insist
 foods be certified Halal and seek certification of items irrelevant to an observant Moslem,
 such as Easter eggs or dog food is just ludicrous. My daughter has Coeliac Disease. I
 understand this disease is quite prevalent, one person in less than one hundred. If foods
 have to be labelled Halal certfied, then can we please have Coeliac Certification. The
 money raised could go towards research into the disease, to finding a cure. Some could be
 diverted to research into other food allergies, which seems to be a growing problem. I
 don't think a Moslem dies if he/she accidentally eats something which isn't halal, but we
 do know that people with certain food allergies can go into anaphylactic shock and die if
 they accidentally eat a forbidden food.  Actually the percentage of people in Australia who
 have some sort of food allergy is surely significantly higher than the percentage of
 Moslems in terms of our total population. Maybe we should just ban all foods that anyone
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 has an allergy to. The savings in health costs would be enormous and we could then be
 seen to be a really exemplary society, protecting our citiizens from health risks and
 accomodating their needs routinely.

Eva Gross
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From: John Hunt  
Sent: Thursday, 30 July 2015 10:10 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Senate Standing Committees on Economics

Senate Inquiry into Food Certification Schemes.

I wish to make the following submission:

All food certification schemes tend to be self serving. 

I have seen ‘organic’ farms, down wind of regular farms, with fertiliser and pesticides
 regular floating on the breeze over the organic crops. For what purpose are they labelled
 organic? 

Genetically modified foods have been approved for human consumption why do they
 require labelling? 

I object to halal certification as it seems that the majority of Australian foods are halal
 acceptable anyway and to charge business for labelling rights is an impost which we
 consumers must pay. Also disturbing stories about the flood of halal funds being sent
 abroad for terrorist activities is disturbing.

If a business is paying for a certificate to put on their product, then it ought to explain what
 the certificate is for and why it is there.

I have read that some companies have enjoyed some success exporting to Islamic countries
 because of halal certification and I don’t want to deny them that right, however brand only
 the export packaging with the certification and don’t make it an impost on the Australian
 public. Vegemite, invented in Australia in 1923 has halal certification. Why? Probably
 because it belongs to Kraft, an American company, who have caved in to pressure. I
 suggest that Vegemite has the bulk of its customers in Australia, New Zealand and the
 United Kingdom with maybe a few to the USA and little or no exports to Islamic
 countries.

Kosher labelled food is in the most part confined to stores catering to a Jewish clientele
 and with this I have no objection. Occasionally I see Kosher food in my local Woolworths
 when there is a specific Jewish holiday. They are grouped on a stand with Kosher big and
 bold on the advertising. I am also unaware that Kosher branding is being forced on
 reluctant businesses by coercion as it seems to be the case with halal certification. If
 Kosher branding is be forced on businesses then it must cease as well.

There needs to be detailed information available to the public about certifiers including,
 but not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records and a clear indication
 as to where the profits go. Offshore? Then where and why? Or as one certifier has been
 bragging onto his wife's back, jewellery and riotous living. I certainly don’t want to pay
 for that.

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au


Thank you.     
John Hunt 
Home:  
Mobile:
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From:  
Sent: Thursday, 30 July 2015 10:24 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal Certification

To the Committee

I have very strong objections to the Halal Certification .

It discriminates against the majority of Australians who DO NOT require Halal

We as a Western Society have a right as CONSUMERS to CHOICE of product if we do not
 wish to support a RELIGIOUS organization 

Prominent CLEAR LABELLING that a product is HALAL certified will enable consumers to
 make that choice

WORKPLACE DISCRIMINATION is not an Australian practice and is illegal.  ONLY Muslims
 are employed in the majority of  abattoirs thus ensuring a permanent and growing
 monopoly in the meat industry. This is a highly immoral practice and discriminates against
 98% of the Australian public 

Thank You 

Annabelle Davey
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From: Dave Evans  
Sent: Thursday, 30 July 2015 10:28 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Food labelling

Dear Senate Committee, I eWorld like to express my concern with the current covert situation with regards to
 halal certification in particular, a food origin more generally. I think every consumer should be able to clearly
 see what has been paid to what organisation in the case of halal, and where the food has originated so as to
 make an informed choice. I totally discount feeble attempts by industry at subjective reasoning to protect their
 interests at the expense of those of the consumer. We MUST  have the highest priority to decide what goes into
 the bodies of our families. Don't forget, we have already paid tax on the money we pay for this food and I got
 one strongly object to paying even a fraction of a cent in what effectively amounts to tax to a Islamic body that
 is hostile to me. It should be clearly labelled NOW.
Thank you.
David Evans 

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Lisa Martin 
Sent: Thursday, 30 July 2015 9:48 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Cc: Lisa
Subject: Senate Inquiry in to Food Labelling

30th July 2015

Senate Standing Committees on Economics
PO Box 6100 Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600

Good Morning,

Please accept this email as my submission in to the above inquiry.

I believe the current labelling requirements are very hard to understand. They
 should be basic and easy to read. All food certification schemes should be put under
 the spotlight.

How is my family and I able to make informed choices when food is not labelled
 clearly?

I think all information regarding any/all certificates relating to food should be made
 available to the public online. This will then allow them to make an informed
 decision before purchasing.

What about the fees that are paid for the Halal Certification? Where does that
 money go? Surely the business paying the fees will want to recoup their money?
 This is a rising cost in our groceries etc etc

I think the government should ban Halal Certification altogether - If not, just keep the
 certified items in a aisle of it’s own just like they do for Kosher items. This is a minority
 group. 
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Thank you for this opportunity.

Lisa Martin

Sent from Windows Mail
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From: Inez Bowker  
Sent: Thursday, 30 July 2015 10:44 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Food certification schemes

Dear Senators.

I would like to comment on the following points

1. the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not
limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and
general food safety certification schemes;

Certification only for genetically modified food and general safety. People who need other
certifications could go to specialty suppliers.

2. current labelling requirements of food certification schemes;

Labelling must be clear and easy to understand; Australian made, Australian grown.
The new system of % of Australian made is still not good enough. When I go to my
supermarket and wish to buy , for instance, ham the label says: Imported and Australian
 ingredients. How can a piece of meat be "made" from more than 1 ingredient except
maybe some salt.

3. the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees;

No need for that at all when we have no certification labelling .

4. whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make
informed purchasing decisions;

No, not nearly enought information. And labelling must be clearer. Sometimes the
country of origin is written in such tiny letters that I need to bring a magnifying glass
with me.

What I would like to see in the shops, particularly the supermarkets, is a section for
Australian goods and another section for imported goods.

5. details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and the
potential for these to impact on prices for consumers;

I do object to this. All company's expenses are part of overheads, which are calculated
into the price. Why should I be made to pay if I see no need for me to obey any religious
laws.

6. the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and
returns to producers;
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Yes, certainly, for our export market it may be important. So label only items for export
 and let the buyer pay for the cost.

7. the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including,
but not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any related
matters.”

I think enough information is already available. And if I need to know something,
today, with the use of the Internet, I am able to find out almost everything I need to
know on the web..

Please take my comments into account.

Regards, Inez Bowker

--

Inez Bowker
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From: Karl Rasmussen  
Sent: Thursday, 30 July 2015 11:08 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Food Certification//

Senate enquiry in relation to

Third Party Certification of Food.

30 July 2015

Dear Committee.

I relation to the Third Party Certification of Food it is my opinion that people who wish to have food
 that meet certain standards, such as religious compliance,
should be allowed to have that, but at their own expense. It should not be imposed on 98% of the
 population, because 2% wish something to be included in their food.

We live in a secular society. To have religiously inspired rituals imposed on everyone, at a cost to
 them all, is a backward step.

Halal certification is a comparatively new racket which is introduced in the 'West' and which is not
 used in non Western countries.
We are being regarded as easy targets by these racketeers and a Food Certification scheme is only
 the thin edge of the religious wedge.

Food certification will lead on to other schemes which will eventually see us all subjects of a small
 minority.

 Regards from
 Karl Rasmussen

You may email me on :-    
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From: Wesley Emery 
Sent: Thursday, 30 July 2015 11:17 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal Certification Enquiry - from Wesley Emery

 Senate Standing Committees on Economics

PO Box 6100

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

 “On 13 May 2015, the Senate referred the following matters to the Economics References Committee for inquiry and report by 30
 November 2015: 

a. the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher,
 halal and genetically-modified food and general food safety certification schemes; 

All fees relating to certification costs need to be documented and available and transparent
 for ATO and any other government organisation to investigate and monitor. All details of
 beneficiaries of fees paid need to be made available and transparent for ATO and any
 other government organisation to investigate and monitor.

b. current labelling requirements of food certification schemes;

All foods with any certification needs to be labelled according to the details of the certifier,
 the producer, the transporter and retail sales marketer.

c. the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees;

Again all foods with any certification needs to be labelled according to the details of the
 certifier, the producer, the transporter and retail sales marketer.

d. whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make informed purchasing decisions;

Currently, there is next to no labelling due to no mandatory labelling required for Halal
 certification. The Australian people need to have a choice to purchase food with particular
 certification and this should include Halal certification.

e. details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and the potential for these to impact on prices for
 consumers; 

Details of how much is paid for certification should be made available to the public in
 order to make an informed choice for purchasing. Currently there are different fees being
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 paid for different Halal products and different fees being charged by different Halal
 certifiers.

f. the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and returns to producers;

Too often we have seen Halal Certification fees being applied to export markets but not
 enforced in practise. The exposure of barbaric slaughter of cattle and sheep in export
 markets, highlights that halal certification is not practised although fees are being
 invoiced. This is a scam.

g. the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including, but not limited to, certification processes,
 fees and financial records; and any related matters.” 

As mentioned previously, Halal certification information needs to be available with respect
 to certification processes used, amount of fees imposed, details of the certifiers,
 transparency as to where the fees are being "invested" thus ensuring no funding of terrorist
 organisation, directly or indirectly.

In addition the fees paid for Halal certification needs to be traced to ensure no terrorist
 organisation is being funded by this revenue generation. Also if these fees are found to
 fund religious expansion then government grants for these religious organisations needs to
 cease. Alternatively, food certification (especially Halal) should be operated by a
 goverment organisation, the fees of which should be retained by the government. The
 current Halal Certification schemes are effectively a revenue generation by the Islamic
 community to fund their "religion" within Australia, essentially without the Australian
 knoeledge or concent. This is deceitful and fraudulant and should be outlawed.

Halal Certification is a scam: -
1. Although fees are paid for export markets, there is numerous video and documentary
 evidence of international markets showing halal slaughter is not being followed.
2. Islamic cleric's and the like, can simply say their religious "word" and make the food
 Halal certified if the origin of the food is unknown. Therefore according to Islamic
 Shariah law, halal certification fees are not necessary.

Regards
Wesley Emery 
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From: Benn Cox 
Sent: Thursday, 30 July 2015 11:18 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Submission - Senate Inquiry into Third Party Certification of foods within Australia

Dear Sirs/Madams,

Please consider my submission into the Senate Inquiry into Third Party Certification of foods
 within Australia.

The inquiry into Third Party Certification of Foods within Australia should be about
 transparency of product information and the consumer's right to choose what products they
 consume based on the ingredients, processes and packaging associated with it. If foods that
 are certified by third parties for religious reasons are clearly labeled as such, the Australian
 consumer will be able to make an informed decision to what purchases they wish to make in
 regards to religiously certified foods, thereby actively contributing to the certification
 organisations for whatever reason if required, if so desired.

In the last eighteen months I have become aware of the ridiculously large number of foods in
 our food supply chain that are halal certified, with more joining this ever growing list each day.
 Most of these foods are fundamentally halal by nature and do not require any certification;
 items such as milk, honey, seafood, cereals, breads, farinaceous foods, fruit juices, sweets,
 etc. To carry this certification, the manufacturers/producers of these foods need to pay
 certification fees to an independent certification body and as with all such business expenses,
 the costs are inevitably passed on to the consumer through the purchase price, impacting the
 final cost to the consumer irrespective to whether their personal beliefs require the
 certification or not.

My underlying concern is that most of the foods on our store shelves that are halal certified,
 cannot be identified as such. Therefore myself, as with most other average consumers, have
 no idea if our purchase of essential food items are actually supporting an islamic faith based
 organisation or not, which in turn is bound by it’s faith to support it’s own religious ideology
 through the procurement of these very fees - a religious ideology that very few Australians
 even follow.

It is commonly understood that food manufacturers/producers are under the impression that
 they have to have halal certification if they wish to export to foreign markets. Without any
 clear labelling I question how Muslims, especially those overseas, even know if the food is
 halal certified if not clearly labelled? If clear certification labelling impacts negatively on
 domestic sales, then surely the manufacturers/producers can make their own informed
 business decisions and focus on which avenue of sale is appropriate to their businesses,
 rather than deceiving the domestic population by intentionally misleading
 an informed decision of which should be the consumers right. I have no objections to people
 practising their own religious beliefs within their own lives but I do take offence to being forced
 to fund these practises indirectly, practises of which myself and my family have no affiliation
 to whatsoever.

I therefore respectfully request that this Senate Inquiry find that all foods certified by third
 parties for any reason, be it religious or otherwise, must be clearly labeled as such. Once the
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 Australian consumer is aware that by buying certain brands of foods they are supporting a
 religious ideology they may not want to support, they can knowingly avoid buying such
 products and source another that respects the secular society we live in and does not carry
 any religious certificate. The manufacturer/producer may see a drop in domestic sales if this
 is the case but will then also have their informed decision by right, to reconsider their support
 of these non-therapeutic certifications. If they intend to export their products, it should be
 clear to all that the certification fees are to be passed on to the chosen demographic of
 consumers targeted, via the appropriately labeled products and their transparency, if that
 consumer decides to support such certification. 

I believe the Australian domestic consumer should be aware of what they are supporting when
 buying their food, and that this should be conveyed on the label of that food item by law. As
 with competitive markets prior to this certification scheme (of which has only
 been prevalent in Australia in the last 15 or so years) supply and demand forces will
 determine if food manufacturers/producers decide to continue to pay fees to third party
 certification bodies for these non-therapeutic certifications.

Finally, I question how under the Australian constitution - Chapter V.116, the
 "Commonwealth must not legislate in respect of religion. The Commonwealth shall not
 make any law for establishing any religion, or for imposing any religious observance, or
 for prohibiting the free exercise of any religion, and no religious test shall be required as a
 qualification for any office or public trust under the Commonwealth.” Clearly the Halal
 certification scheme violates this passage of the constitution? 

Sincerely,
Benn Cox



ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 1118

Submission Details: SEWA Network Australia





Sikh Education Welfare & Advancement (SEWA) network, Australia, aims to promote better 
understanding of Sikh ideology and identity; and, to consult and advise about matters relating to 
community welfare and progress as Sikh Australians. 
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SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ON ECONOMICS 
 
Third Party Certification of Food Inquiry 
 
 
Submission on behalf of SEWA Network, Australia 
 
Sikh Australians, as other fellow Australians, have an expectation that food items can be 
selected off the store shelves according to their dietary preference without being subjected to the 
religious requirement of another religious group.  Halal certified food not clearly distinguishable 
from the rest, as at present, is a severe infringement of that freedom. 
 
Sikhs respect the beliefs of others and their right to practise their own faith, but Sikhs have their 
own distinct beliefs and code of discipline.  However, what is clearly stated as one of the four 
serious breaches (Bajjar Kureht) of Sikh Religious Discipline and Code of Practice (Sikh Reht 
Maryada) is the consumption of Halal, which is specifically stated as meat of an animal killed in an 
Islamic sacrificial manner (under the Islamic Law of Sharia).  Any form of offering, sacrificial or 
ritual slaughter is strictly against the Sikh belief. 
 
Sikh fundamental belief is that the Creator dwells within His Creation.  This belief is supported by 
the holy Sikh Scriptures, Sri Guru Granth Sahib, the eternal Guru of the Sikhs.  Any form of ritual 
offering assumes an entity existing outside the creation.  That GOD can be pleased and mollified 
by an offering or a sacrifice flies in the face of this fundamental Sikh belief.  The only offering that 
a Sikh can and is expected to make is of self, of ones ego! 
 
Sikhi, the Sikh Way of Life, is based on the lives of 10 Guru Personalities and is gained through 
contemplation of the Guru’s Word embodied in Sri Guru Granth Sahib, passed on to the Sikhs by 
the Guru Personalities themselves..  The pertinent point for this submission is that the Sikhi, the 
Sikh Way, liberates the individual from pointless traditions, taboos, omens, rituals, sacrifices etc.   
 
 
Wikipedia definition of Halal with very little variation from other sources is as follows: 
 
Halāl (Arabic: حالل  ḥalāl, 'permissible') or halaal[1] is any object or an action which is permissible to use or 
engage in, according to Islamic law. The term covers and designates not only food and drink but also all matters 
of daily life.[2] It is one of five ةسمخلا ماكحألا (al-ahkam al-khamsah) —
 fard (compulsory), mustahabb (recommended), halal (allowed), makruh (disliked), haram (forbidden) — that 
define the morality of human action in Islam.[3] Mubah is also used to mean "permissible" or "allowed" in Islam. 
Generally in Islam, every object and action is considered permissible unless there is a prohibition of it in the 
Islamic scriptures.[2][4][5]Clarification is given below in detail as to what is considered to be a permissible object or 
action in Islam, along with the exceptions. 
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For the purpose of this submission the Sikh Australians, therefore, understand that HALAL is a 
religious label under the Islamic Law of Sharia.  The product may or may not have meat products 
in it.  However, all meat and meat products are from animals ritually slaughtered in a manner 
prescribed under the Islamic Law. 
 
 
With the above understanding in mind, Sikh Australians submit as follows: 
 
Sikhs object to all Halal products on religious grounds.  Halal is religiously sanctioned food 
and products (including medicines) according to the rituals of another religion; rituals, that the 
Sikhs reject.  Consuming those products makes the Sikhs party to those very rituals that they 
reject.  The ritual of making any offering or a sacrificial slaughter is against the Sikh belief.  Such 
an act as an offering to GOD (which by implication would appear to be outside the Creation) is 
against the fundamental Sikh belief. 
 
Sikhs object to sacrificial slaughter of an animal.  Sikhs believe that animal killed for 
sustenance, for food (some Sikhs are vegetarians) should be killed in the most humane manner, 
not according to a religious ritual.  The 10th Guru, Guru Gobind Singh, introduced the term Jhatka, 
meaning by one strike of the sword.  That is slaughtering the animal by one stroke of the sword as 
opposed to the Islamic manner of Halal.  This in the present day context is interpreted to mean the 
use of the most humane method of slaughtering the animal.  For the most humane manner of 
slaughtering an animal, the Sikhs would rely on and will support the experts of how to slaughter 
the animal most humanely, not on a religious group.  Sikhs, therefore, reject the Halal manner 
of slaughtering the animal. 
 
Sikhs as Australians believe that all citizens of Australia should have the freedom of choice 
and should not be subjected to the religious rituals of a particular religious group.  This is 
not being disrespectful to any particular group, but exercising their own freedom of choice. 
 
Any religious group wishing to have food and food products (including medicines) according to 
their own religious requirement should do so at their own expense.  Such additional costs 
should not be passed on to non-Muslim consumers. 
 
As Australian tax-payers, we would expect the Islamic Halal Certification authorities to be tax 
accountable for the income from the levy collected from halal certification. 
 
Suppliers, distributors and retailers should ensure that such products are clearly labelled and are 
kept separate from the rest.  Australians should be able to exercise their right of choice.  All 
expenses incurred in the process of Halal Certification should be reflected in the price of the 
product and should not be a burden on the rest of Australians. 
 
Halal label is a Religious label under the Islamic Law of Sharia.  All Australians should have 
the choice of not consuming halal on religious or other grounds. 
 
 
 
Baldev Singh Dhaliwal 
Principal Advisor, 
Sikh Education Welfare and Advancement 
Australia Coordination 
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Senate Inquiry on Third-Party Certification of Food 

This submission asks the Economics References Committee to investigate legislative 

amendments with regard to religious certification to protect:  

 fair trade 

 the right to freedom of and from religion  

 the right to informed consumer consent 

This submission asks for these principles to be protected against the certification demands 

of all religious groups equally.  

This submission will discuss halal certification in detail and not kosher as kosher is clearly 

labelled and is not currently being used as a widespread revenue raiser for proselytising. 

1) HALAL HISTORY: THE GRAVY TRAIN DIDN’T EXIST BEFORE 1980 

Claims that halal certification-for-pay in Australia predates 1979 are misleading. Australia has 

always sold halal products – but third party certification for pay did not exist before 1980, 

according to anthropologist and halal researcher Florence Bergeaud-Blackler1.  

Export nations such as Australia sold Islamically compatible goods to Muslim countries with 

exporters providing their own conformity assessments. Only two Sunni states: Sharia-

exporting Saudi Arabia and Egypt, the birthplace of the Muslim Brotherhood, required their 

embassies to countersign. 

But trust in Australian self-certification was destroyed after large-scale halal fraud was 

uncovered by a 1980 Royal Commission led by Justice Albert Edward Woodward.  

Documents obtained in a 30-year freedom of information battle by Jack Waterford of the 

Canberra Times revealed (among other scandals) that a large exporter had paid a Muslim 

slaughterman 20c per carton, totalling $38,000 in one 10-month period, for signing off on 

animals he did not kill2. The findings of the Royal Commission led to an overhaul of the 

Australian meat industry but the damage was done and the timing was exquisite. 

The door was opened for third-party halal certifiers just as international events moved to 

create the gravy train. 

In 1979 clerics seized power in Iran. Theocratic ruler Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini declared 

meat imports unIslamic and destroyed them. The Shi’ite dictatorship was short of meat so it 

Islamised the production process, sending workers and inspectors to Australasian 

slaughterhouses to ensure Islamic compliance3. The concept of third-party certification at 

source was born. 

                                                           
1 “The halal certification market in Europe and the world: a first panorama”, Florence Bergeaud-Blackler, p.138, Halal Matters: 
Islam, politics and markets in global perspective, edited by Florence Bergeaud-Blackler, Johan Fischer and John Lever, 2015, 
Routledge Press, eBook ISBN: 978-1-315-74612-8 
2 “How they fed us donkey burgers”, Ewa Kretowicz, 19 November 2012, Canberra Times Accessed 30/07/15 at: 
http://www.canberratimes.com.au/act-news/how-they-fed-us-donkey-burgers-20121118-29jn6.html 
3 Ibid 

http://www.canberratimes.com.au/act-news/how-they-fed-us-donkey-burgers-20121118-29jn6.html


Not to be outdone by its hated religious rival, Saudi Arabia jumped on the idea and used expat 

Sunni minorities, the Islamic World League and its vast reservoir of petro-dollars4 to establish 

Sunni dominance in third-party halal certification during the 1980s. 

Before the 1990s, most Muftis still showed no hostility towards Western slaughter methods, 

particularly with respect to the stunning of animals in slaughterhouses. 5 It was not considered 

religiously necessary. 

But the surge of sharia revivalism in the last 40 years led to increasing rejection of Western 

slaughter methods in favour of halal. In Western cattle slaughter a permanent stun bolt 

instantly destroys the brain stem so the animal feels no pain. In halal slaughter a restrained 

cow bleeds to death for up to five minutes after having its throat cut while being prayed over. 

Temporary stunners may be used but they must be tested to make sure animals regain 

consciousness and recover. This is to make sure the cause of death is blood loss and not 

stunning. 6 

International third-party halal certification-for-pay has ballooned in the last 15 years,7 backed 

by Saudi money.8  

Certification allows theocrats to use trade as a tool to establish local revenue streams to fund 

the spread of Islam.  

The threat of religious boycott forces companies to certify, both large meat exporters and 

small businesses alike. When South Australian dairy company Fleurieu stopped paying for 

halal certification it immediately lost a $50,000 Emirates Airlines supply deal – so it started 

paying again and the contract was reinstated9. Emirates is owned by the Sunni rulers of Dubai 

who embrace some sharia principles and punish homosexuals with up to 14 years in prison.10 

Certifiers can exert control over hiring practices, trade, money, contracts and create jobs for a 

diaspora of co-religionists11.  

A case before the NSW Industrial Relations Commission found in 2000 that the Auburn-based 

Supreme Islamic Council of Halal Meat in Australia Incorporated (SICHMA), selected the men 

allowed to be considered for hire as slaughtermen. The Saudi-approved certifier controlled 

these employees - not the abattoir that hired them. These men paid up to $75,000 each for 

accreditation to secure the chance of a job, and it is unclear to whom they paid that money. 

                                                           
4 Bergeaud-Blackler, op.cit. p.139 
5 Ibid, p.125-129 
6 “The efficacy of pulsed ultrahigh current for the stunning of cattle prior to slaughter”, A. Robins, H. Pleiter, M. Latter, C.J.C. Phillips,  
Meat Science, Volume 96, Issue 3, 2014, pages 1201-1209 
7 Bergeaud-Blackler, op.cit p.129-132 
8 Ibid, p.139 
9 “Fleurieu Milk Company’s Halal backflip” The Adelaide Advertiser, 22 May 2015, Accessed 30/07/2015 at: 
http://www.adelaidenow.com.au/news/south-australia/fleurieu-milk-companys-halal-backflip/story-fni6uo1m-1227364904745 
10 State-Sponsored Homophobia, 9th edition, May 2014, p.65, report by the International Lesbian Gay Bisexual Trans and Intersex 
Association Accessed 30/07/2015 at: http://old.ilga.org/Statehomophobia/ILGA_SSHR_2014_Eng.pdf 
11 Bergeaud-Blackler, op.cit. p139-140  
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SICHMA charged the abattoir secret fees of 30c per carton of processed halal meat in addition 

to the certification fee12. 

Australian companies wishing to export to Muslim countries are now unable to avoid paying 

for halal certification13.  

Australia’s 12th-largest trading partner Indonesia has made halal certification compulsory by 

2019 on imports including all food, pharmaceuticals and cosmetics14. The law was passed in 

October last year by former president Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono in one of his last acts before 

leaving office15. 

Certification was left in the hands of the Sunni clerical body Majelis Ulama Indonesia (MUI) 

which excludes Shi’ites and Ahmaddiya Muslims from membership.  

The MUI has control until October 2017 or until the Indonesian Government sets up the Badan 

Penyelenggara Jaminan Produk Halal agency, whichever comes first. 

In Australia, halal certification-for-pay is dominated by Sunni organisations some of which are 

controlled and supported by Saudi Arabia16,17.  

The money raised pays for mosques and religious schools, imams, propaganda materials, and 

the hosting of events and seminars to promote Islam18,19. Sunni theocratic Islam is the main 

beneficiary. 

Payments are secret but the following is known: 

 Large abattoirs can pay $27,000 per month for certification20. 

 General wholesalers can pay $40,000 per year including GST21. 

 Retailers (eg: small kebab shops) can pay $5000 per year22. 

                                                           
12 NSW Industrial Relations Decision judgement Imran Khan vs Ramsey Food Packaging, 2000. Judgement quoted at “Consideration” 
pars 28, 29, 30, 31, 32. Accessed online 28/07/15 at: http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-
bin/sinodisp/au/cases/nsw/NSWIRComm/2000/1018.html?stem=0&synonyms=0&query=%22halal%20%22 
13 Bergeaud-Blackler, op.cit. p.139-142 
14 “Halal Certification a Bitter Pill For Pharma” by Kennial Caroline Laia, Rahajeng K.H. & Harso Kurniawan, Jakarta Globe, 6 February 
2015, accessed online 24/07/15 at   http://thejakartaglobe.beritasatu.com/news/halal-certification-bitter-pill-pharma/ 
15 “Law number 33 of 2014: Government Must Establish Halal Product Guarantee Agency”, Indonesian Government website, 
Sekretariat Kabinet Republik Indonesia, Accessed 28/07/15 at  http://setkab.go.id/en/law-number-33-of-2014-government-must-
establish-halal-product-guarantee-agency/ 
16  “Halal certification charter signed in secret in Mecca”, Rick Morton, The Australian, 25 May 2015,  Accessed 28/07/15 at: 
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/in-depth/community-under-siege/halal-certification-charter-signed-in-secret-in-mecca/story-
fnubfp6c-1227367563146 
17 Department of Agriculture list of Recognised Islamic Bodies for halal certification of red meat, Accessed 28/07/15 at: 
http://www.agriculture.gov.au/export/food/meat/elmer-3/list-islamic-halal-certification 
18 Muslims Australia (formerly the Australian Federation of Islamic Councils) webpage accessed 28/07/15 at 
http://muslimsaustralia.com.au/halal-accreditation/ 
19 Supreme Islamic Council of Halal Meat in Australia Incorporated webpage accessed 28/07/15 at: http://www.sichma.com.au/ 
20 “Queensland abattoirs hit with thousands in Halal certification fees”, Aoife Boothroyd, Food Magazine, 21 October 2013, Accessed 
29/07/2015 at: http://www.foodmag.com.au/news/queensland-abattoirs-hit-with-thousands-in-halal-c 
21 Halal Certification Authority Pty Ltd v Scadilone Pty Ltd, 2014, Federal Court of Australia,  Reasons for Judgement (106), Accessed 
29/07/2015 at: http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/sinodisp/au/cases/cth/FCA/2014/614.html?stem=0&synonyms=0&query=halal 
22 Ibid, Reasons for Judgement (9) 
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Unlike kosher, halal certification is widespread and often unlabelled with separate and 

duplicate fees levied on the entire food chain from abattoirs and food production companies 

to transport23, packaging24 and sales outlets.  

The amount of revenue raised for proselytising da’wa to spread Islam is not known but is 

thought to be many millions each year. 

Secular Muslim and non-Muslim opponents of widespread, unlabelled certification-for-pay do 

not mind the religious honestly collecting donations for their cause, holding cake stalls and 

raffles and the like. But this is a million-dollar revenue raiser, hidden on groceries and 

affecting everyone.  

Hiding fees on food to spread a politicised sect of one religion without the informed consent 

of the consumer is unacceptable in a multi-faith society. 

2) FREEDOM OF AND FROM RELIGION v COERCION 

Freedom of and from religion is a basic human right which all Australian citizens expect to 

enjoy. 

It was written into the Constitution at Section 116: 

“The Commonwealth shall not make any law for establishing any religion, or for imposing any 

religious observance, or for prohibiting the free exercise of any religion, and no religious test 

shall be required as a qualification for any office or public trust under the Commonwealth.” 25 

It is recognised by Article 18 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights: 

 “Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion; this right includes 

freedom to change his religion or belief, and freedom, either alone or in community with 

others and in public or private, to manifest his religion or belief in teaching, practice, worship 

and observance.” 26 

This was formalised into the 1966 International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, ratified 

by Australia in 1980. 27 

 “1. Everyone shall have the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion. This right 

shall include freedom to have or to adopt a religion or belief of his choice, and freedom, either 

individually or in community with others and in public or private, to manifest his religion or 

belief in worship, observance, practice and teaching. 

                                                           
23 SMTrack, Malaysia website, secures the entire food chain, Accessed 30/07/15 at: http://www.smtrack.my/solution-services/food-
secured-traceability/halal-food-traceability/ 
24 “Packaging receives halal certification”, Jessica Burke, Food Magazine, 2 July 2012, accessed 30/07/15 at: 
http://www.foodmag.com.au/news/packaging-receives-halal-certification 
25 Article 116, Australian Constitution, accessed online 23/07/15 at 
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/cth/consol_act/coaca430/s116.html 
26 Article 18, Universal Declaration of Human Rights, accessed online 23/07/2015 at http://www.un.org/en/documents/udhr/ 
27 Australian Human Rights Commission website chart of Australian treaty ratifications, accessed 23/07/2015 at 
https://www.humanrights.gov.au/chart-australian-treaty-ratifications-may-2012-human-rights-your-fingertips-human-rights-your 
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2. No one shall be subject to coercion which would impair his freedom to have or to adopt a 

religion or belief of his choice. 

3. Freedom to manifest one's religion or beliefs may be subject only to such limitations as are 

prescribed by law and are necessary to protect public safety, order, health, or morals or the 

fundamental rights and freedoms of others. 

4. The States Parties to the present Covenant undertake to have respect for the liberty of 

parents and, when applicable, legal guardians to ensure the religious and moral education of 

their children in conformity with their own convictions.” 28 

The problem with religious certification in Australia is with Article 18 (2): coercion. 

No individual should be forced to participate in or fund the religious rituals of others without 

their informed consent. That is coercion. 

Widespread, unlabelled halal certification-for-pay which raises funds to spread Islam is 

coercive.  

Secular Muslim and non-Muslim consumers who do not wish to fund religion when buying 

their groceries are cheated of their right to freely exercise their own beliefs. They cannot 

avoid the products because they are basic staple items and no certification-free alternatives 

are available in many cases.  

Informed consent is not possible without clear labelling. The religious fee is built into the 

purchase price as a cost of production and is thus paid unknowingly by all consumers. 

This is completely unacceptable.  

Australia is a multi-religious society of competing beliefs.  

Every religion claims to be true but they can’t all be real and none of them can prove it.  

Most faiths are mutually exclusive. Many religious people believe their god(s) will be angry if 

they participate in rituals for other deities. To freely exercise one religion can crush the right 

to freely exercise competing beliefs, and often does. This is the paradox of tolerance.   

The only guarantee of freedom is a secular state enforcing laws that do not privilege any one 

sect over others. A balance must be struck.  

The limit of religious freedom begins where it encroaches on the rights and freedoms of 

others. 

Submission 341 to this inquiry by Auburn-based Midwest Legal Lawyers raises the S.116 

Constitutional objection that the Commonwealth has no power to pass or amend any laws 

“prohibiting the free exercise of any religion”.  

                                                           
28 Article 18, International Covenant of Civil and Political Rights, Australasian Legal Information Institute website, accessed 
23/07/2015 at http://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/ccpr.aspx 
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But S.116 was drafted without regard to competing and incompatible freedoms or the 

possibility of religiously ordered human rights abuses. As a result it is routinely ignored where 

it conflicts with Article 18 (3) of the ICCPR to which we are signatory.  

Australia’s legislature has never allowed unlimited religious freedom. If it did then lawmakers 

would be powerless to stop faith courts slicing the hands off thieves or directing crowds of 

murderers to throw rocks at adulterers until they die - both directly ordered on “divine 

authority” by the Islamist legal code of sharia29.   

There are groups in Australia who would do this if they could, such as the unregistered 

political party Hizb ut-Tahrir which is working to establish a Caliphate (Khilafa) through Sharia. 

Hizb ut-Tahrir’s international manifesto declares Sharia must be followed “in its entirety”30, 

assumes the existence of slavery31 and orders gender segregation32. 

Australian laws prevent these practices - in violation of s.116 of the Constitution.  Parliament 

must therefore have the legislative ability to prevent coercive behaviour from religious 

certifiers, and should exercise it. 

Parliament has the power to act and should show leadership. Lawmakers must provide fair 

boundaries to protect the rights and freedoms of all citizens. 

3) “RACIST” BIGOTS v ISLAMOFASCISTS: WHERE ARE THE REASONABLE PEOPLE? 

“It is high time the white, liberal, Guardian-reading classes stopped behaving like apologists 

and woke up,” wrote Dr Taj Hargey. “There is a fundamentalist Trojan horse in our midst, and 

we must take corrective action.” 33 

Dr Hargey was talking about halal certification. 

He is not a “racist” bigot or an Islamophobe. 

He is a Muslim scholar and British Imam dedicated to the Koran. He also rejects sharia, opened 

a gay-friendly mosque and encourages women to lead prayers34. 

Many secular Muslims like Dr Hargey do not want halal certification. They oppose it as an 

unacceptable imposition that is not religiously necessary. 

Muslim voices of dissent are among those silenced by the polarised bigotry created by the 

shameful conduct of public debate on halal certification. 

                                                           
29 Stoning of adulterers: p.36, Criminal Law of Islam Vol III, Abdul Qader ‘Oudah, 2005, Kitab Bhavan, ISBN: 81-7151-273-9 (set), 
purchased 2014 in Lakemba, Sydney. Cutting of the limbs of thieves, p.48 ibid. 
30 Article 7, A Draft Constitution of the Khilafa State, Hizb ut-Tahrir, 2010,  Accessed 27/07/2015 at:  http://www.khilafah.com/a-
draft-constitution-of-the-khilafah-state/ 
31 Ibid, Article 19 
32 Ibid, Article 113, 117 
33 “We Muslims should be appalled by the sale of halal meat by stealth”, Dr Taj Hargey, Daily Mail, 9 May 2014, Accessed 28/07/15 
at: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/debate/article-2623879/We-Muslims-appalled-sale-halal-meat-stealth.html 
34 “Meet the British Muslim Who's Founded a Controversial Gay-Friendly Mosque”, Gavin Haynes, Vice News, 15 January 2015, 
accessed 29/07/15 at:  http://www.vice.com/en_uk/read/open-mosque-taj-hargey-south-africa-934 
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Sunni theocrats pushing for and benefiting from halal certification-for-pay are quoted 

unquestioned in news articles as if they speak for all Muslims. They do not. 

The main issues of fair trade, the right to freedom of and from religion and the right to 

informed consent are never addressed. 

The public knows that halal certification uses consumer dollars to spread Islam - and does not 

like it. 

This is ignored by the Federal Government whose main priority is not upsetting exports to 

Indonesia, Malaysia and the Middle East. The Government has not sought a workable 

compromise such as a clearly labelled, user-pays system that protects both religious freedom 

and export markets.  

On the contrary, Agriculture Minister Barnaby Joyce made it clear he would prefer to do 

nothing at all35. 

Joining him are the 30 Labor and Greens Senators who tried to stop this Senate inquiry taking 

place by voting against it. 

The media and the government have together framed the debate to demonise those 

complaining about halal certification as ignorant rubes, racists, anti-Islam bullies and 

Islamophobes36.   

Time-poor reporters failed to research or inform the public on how widespread halal 

certification had become, or how much money was being raised to spread political Islam. The 

thought leaders and opinion writers were missing in action. It was left to amateurs to do the 

heavy lifting. 

NSW permaculture farmer Kirralie Smith set up HalalChoices.com.au and put out a list of 

certified brands without which the public would not have known the extent of the issue.  

A lack of accurate information or reasoned discussion from the media fuelled anti-Islam 

bigotry. No reporters drew a distinction between secular Muslims and Islamist theocrats. They 

were lumped together to create a simple, false narrative of bigots v Muslims. 

This fed the ignorance that created the offensive anti-Muslim eruption on social media which 

called for the banning of Islam among other ridiculous, stupid, hate-filled bigotry. 

As a direct result we now have the rise of flag-waving nationalism as people who know 

something is wrong, don’t like it but have no intelligent leadership lash out. 

In the rush to smother the Islamophobes all reasonable criticism of halal certification has been 

lost. 

                                                           
35  “Barnaby Joyce defends halal after Coalition MPs express concern”, The Guardian, 13 April 2015, Accessed 28/07/15 at:  
http://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2015/apr/13/barnaby-joyce-defends-halal-after-coalition-mps-express-concern 
36 “The anti-Muslim racists behind the campaign want us to know that our absorption into Australian society makes them gag” – 
Shakira Hussein, quoted from “The Inglorious Charge of the Anti-Halal Brigade”, ABC online, Religion and Ethics, 27 November 2014, 
Accessed 27/07/15 at http://www.abc.net.au/religion/articles/2014/11/27/4137397.htm 

http://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2015/apr/13/barnaby-joyce-defends-halal-after-coalition-mps-express-concern
http://www.abc.net.au/religion/articles/2014/11/27/4137397.htm


Reporters took the worst extremes and presented them as the whole. They ignored the valid 

points of informed consent, religious freedom and fair trade while loudly dismissing irrelevant 

straw-man arguments such as that certification funds terrorism – a wild claim easily 

dismissed37,38.  

They gave a platform to certifiers who made big claims of their own, unchallenged. They called 

consumers “bullies” for not wanting to buy religiously certified goods39 consecrated to gods 

they don’t believe in. 

Anybody who spoke out was lumped in the same bigot category no matter how fair their 

points. Reasonable voices were smeared by association - such as the 961 petitioners who 

called for clear labelling and user-pays certification in a petition tabled in the House of 

Representatives in February40. A Muslim and two Jews signed the front page - I know because 

I collected their signatures myself. AAP wrote that petition into a wire story behind an 

unrelated one-man crazy asking Parliament to ban Islam. They put the crackpot in the intro. 

This was picked up by the major news outlets, slapped with the headline “anti-Islam petition 

before Parliament” and illustrated with a picture of forlorn Muslims locked out of 

democracy41.  

This is rubbish. Those 961 people were vilified by association. They were not anti-Islam and 

did not ask to ban halal certification - just to label it and for the religious to pay for it 

themselves. It would have applied to all religious certification, including Kosher - but their 

voices were stolen, twisted and dismissed. Nobody heard them. 

Ignorant thugs of the hard left such as Socialist Alternative branded anyone who spoke against 

blanket certification-for-pay as not just “Islamophobic” but “racist” – the kill-all silencer. 

Islam is not a race, and Islamist fascism is not a religion: it is a theocratic political movement 

that demands sharia. It is opposed by secular Muslims, who reject sharia often at the cost of 

their lives.  

As Salman Rushdie said: “Keeping silent does not help Muslims.... Fighting extremism is not 

fighting Islam. To the contrary, it defends it."42   

                                                           
37 “Call to resist anti-Islamic bullying after company drops halal certification”  AAP story reprinted in The Guardian,  10 November 
2014, Accessed online 27/07/15 at:  http://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2014/nov/10/call-to-resist-anti-islamic-bullying-
after-company-drops-halal-certification 
38 “Fact check: Does halal certification fund terrorism?” ABC FactCheck, accessed 27/07/15 at: http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-
04-14/fact-check-does-halal-certification-fund-terrorism/6383238 
39 Worst example is possibly this poor effort:  “Halal conspiracy theorists bullying Australian businesses”  12 November 2014, 
accessed 28/07/15 at http://www.news.com.au/finance/small-business/halal-conspiracy-theorists-bullying-australian-
businesses/story-fn9evb64-1227119726790 
40  Hansard, 23 February 2015, p.805 Accessed 27/07/15 at: 
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;db=CHAMBER;id=chamber%2Fhansardr%2F42b54043-1776-4bc5-
87c1-aeb0955beccd%2F0010;query=Id%3A%22chamber%2Fhansardr%2F42b54043-1776-4bc5-87c1-aeb0955beccd%2F0000%22 
41 “Anti-Islam petition before parliament”, AAP, republished by The Australian, accessed 28/07/2015 at 
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/latest-news/anti-islam-petition-before-parliament/story-fn3dxiwe-1227277075266 
42   “Rushdie says 'wrong lessons' learned from his Iran fatwa ordeal”, Agency France Press, 22 July 2015, Accessed 28/07/15 at: 
http://www.afp.com/en/news/rushdie-says-wrong-lessons-learned-his-iran-fatwa-ordeal 

http://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2014/nov/10/call-to-resist-anti-islamic-bullying-after-company-drops-halal-certification
http://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2014/nov/10/call-to-resist-anti-islamic-bullying-after-company-drops-halal-certification
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-04-14/fact-check-does-halal-certification-fund-terrorism/6383238
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-04-14/fact-check-does-halal-certification-fund-terrorism/6383238
http://www.news.com.au/finance/small-business/halal-conspiracy-theorists-bullying-australian-businesses/story-fn9evb64-1227119726790
http://www.news.com.au/finance/small-business/halal-conspiracy-theorists-bullying-australian-businesses/story-fn9evb64-1227119726790
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;db=CHAMBER;id=chamber%2Fhansardr%2F42b54043-1776-4bc5-87c1-aeb0955beccd%2F0010;query=Id%3A%22chamber%2Fhansardr%2F42b54043-1776-4bc5-87c1-aeb0955beccd%2F0000%22
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;db=CHAMBER;id=chamber%2Fhansardr%2F42b54043-1776-4bc5-87c1-aeb0955beccd%2F0010;query=Id%3A%22chamber%2Fhansardr%2F42b54043-1776-4bc5-87c1-aeb0955beccd%2F0000%22
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/latest-news/anti-islam-petition-before-parliament/story-fn3dxiwe-1227277075266
http://www.afp.com/en/news/rushdie-says-wrong-lessons-learned-his-iran-fatwa-ordeal


Silencing this debate for fear of provoking a bigot backlash or harming exports will only make 

the polarisation worse. 

A robust discussion followed by clear and firm boundaries to protect the rights and freedoms 

of all is what will fix the problem.  

4) INQUIRY SHOULD LOOK AT LEGISLATION AND REGULATION 

A regulatory approach is needed to maintain fairness for food producers and consumers alike. 

The market-driven approach championed by Small Business Minister Bruce Billson has already 

failed as consumers deprived of clear labelling and non-certified alternatives cannot make 

informed choices. 

This inquiry should look at which laws can be amended, in particular the Competition and 

Consumer Act 2010, to achieve: 

i) Clear labelling of all religiously certified products, and products containing 

religiously certified ingredients 

 

This protects the right of all citizens to exercise their freedom of and from religion. 

It would not harm exports – in fact it is demanded by Indonesia’s new halal certification laws 

as follows: 

 “According to this Law, the business person who has obtained the halal certificate must stick 

the ‘halal’ labels on (a) his/her product packages or wrappings and/or (b) certain parts of 

his/her products. 

“The ‘halal’ labels must be easily noticeable and readable, and must be difficult to erase, 

remove, and break.”43 

ii) Preventing money being exchanged for religious certification  

 

If the religious want certification they should raise the money from their own followers to 

cover the cost.  

 

iii) Protecting exports 

 

Exporters need to certify their product to prevent losing sales - so government-employed 

certifiers should be provided free of charge to prevent third parties raising money for 

proselytising. 

This Senate Inquiry should investigate ways in which the cost of this service could be recouped 

from the sect that demands it to ensure that taxpayers do not subsidise religious practices. For 

                                                           
43 Article 39, Law 33 of 2014 Accessed 28/07/15 at: http://setkab.go.id/en/law-number-33-of-2014-government-must-

establish-halal-product-guarantee-agency/ 
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example, the cost could be recouped by an import duty or tariff placed on goods from 

countries that demand compulsory religious certification. Other methods could be devised 

such as removing the tax-exempt status of religious organisations. 

 

iv) Production costs for special preparation of religiously-certified goods should be 

isolated and applied to the certified product only. 

Anything less would result in non-religious consumers subsidising religion without their 

informed consent, which is unacceptable coercion. 
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From: David Weston  
Sent: Thursday, 30 July 2015 12:26 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: food certification schemes

a) I would like to see %ages of Trans-Fats
 contained in foodstuffs as required information,
 as it is in Canada, from purely a health
 perspective.

c) The consumer is entitled to know that a
 company pays a fee, or does not pay a fee, for
 certification schemes.
    No matter how minuscule that sum might be
 on an individual item, it constitutes a pass
 through payment, & the recipient of the
 purchasers hard earned cash, should be
 identified. I that way, people can judge if they
 wish to make an indirect contribution to the
 certifier.

d) No, they do not.

e) No matter how small a sum, the impact
 should be noted.

f) If a fee payment is considered necessary for
 export purposes, then 1) Such costs involved
 should be at the expense of the importer.
2)The importer should need provide adequate
 justification for that fee. (i.e., with halal
 certification, the relevant religious references
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 that require such a label, as opposed to
 followers of Islam who know instinctively that
 an item is halal or haram:  This would put a
 stop to rorts)

g) The payment for certification is, in one
 sense, a tax, & the ATO needs to take a look at
 such payments in Australia, from that
 perspective. Such payments should be subject
 to audit, & taxable in themselves. Such taxes
 might need to be punitive in nature.
It should not be possible for unscrupulous
 individuals or groups to work within the current
 Australian legal structure and get away with
 what is little more than theft.
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From:  
Sent: Thursday, 30 July 2015 12:28 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: HAL AL SUBMISSION
Importance: High

MY NAME AND CONTACT DETAILS ARE NOT TO BE PUT ON YOUR WEBSITE, AND ARE
 CONFIDENTIAL, THEY ARE NOT FOR PUBLICATION.

Senators

I am complaining about the HALAL impost, its secrecy surrounding the amount of
 money involved and what happens to this money, the lack of identification on almost
 every food, and the way HALAL food is so widespread that it is unable to be avoided.

The word HALAL is not known by many people, and they do not realize how widespread
 it is.  It is a TAX put on nearly every item of food by over 20 moslem certifiers and they
 charge all producers an unknown amount of money, and in some cases is purported to
 be several hundreds of thousands of dollars a year.  These certifiers say that all islamic
 people must eat food blessed by them, but in the most cases this is not true. Anyone
 who thinks that, can just say ONE word over their food and it is automatically “clean”
 to eat.  These ‘certifiers’ are all very rich as the amount of money collected every year
 is well over a billion dollars, and they do not tell us where the money goes, or how
 much is involved.  These men pay NO TAX on this money and say it is going to build
 mosques and schools, yet the federal government gives millions of dollars for islamic
 schools.  It has been suggested that much of this money is funnelled to Syria.  Most
 food is not marked with one of the many halal markings, so there is no way of knowing
 halal food by walking round the shops.

Meat is the only food that has an excuse for HALAL ritual killing, for the export markets,
 but there are very few places to buy meat that is not HALAL. Most milk and milk
 products, cheese, spreads, biscuits, tea, coffee, lollies, chocolates, chips, nuts, frozen
 foods, breakfast cereals, plastic goods, pet food, Easter eggs, medicines, vitamins,
 make up, bread and even bottled water, nearly every food is subject to the HALAL tax. 
 These companies cannot absorb the costs and must have the amount structured into
 their cost to the general public.

So all  food does not have to be HALAL, it is a rort to make the certifiers rich and make
 non moslems pay.  For all people to be made to pay on almost every food so the 5% of
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 Australians who are islamic are accommodated, is UNFAIR.  People should be made
 aware of this as few people know they are being cheated.

(Name and address not to be published)
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From: Anton Aldred 
Sent: Thursday, 30 July 2015 12:32 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: SENATE INQUIRY INTO FOOD CERTIFICATION SCHEMES

TO:
Senate Standing Committees on Economics
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600

Dear Sirs,
On 13 May 2015, the Senate referred the following matters to the Economics
 References Committee for inquiry and report by 30 November 2015:

a. the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not limited
 to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and general food
 safety certification schemes;

b. current labelling requirements of food certification schemes;

c. the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees;

d. whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make
 informed purchasing decisions;

e. details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and the
 potential for these to impact on prices for consumers;

f. the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and returns to
 producers;

g. the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including, but
 not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any related matters.”

I am pleased to submit a number of points in relation to the above terms of reference and
 for consideration by the Committee, as follows;

Halal food by itself is not of concern. Nearly all food is naturally halal (permissible under
 Islamic sharia law) and observant Muslims can make food of unknown origin halal by
 pronouncing 'bismillah' over their meal. What is of concern is the recent invention of halal
 certification schemes.
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Unlike the older and more complex Kashrut (Jewish dietary laws) designed to serve the small
 observant Jewish community, Halal certification schemes are widely imposed on non-Muslims.
 This is a fundamental breach of individual citizens’ rights under the Australian Constitution and
 must be stopped.

Certification schemes began in the 1980s and are funded by consumers through a multi-level
 system of one off and recurring fees, paid by suppliers to Islamic organisations. 
It is in effect a hidden Islamic tax on goods and services.
The extent of this Islamic 'tax' becomes clear when we consider who contributes to these
 schemes:
The four major dairy companies

Over 75% of poultry suppliers
Over 60% of abattoirs processing sheep
More than 50% of abattoirs processing cattle
Generalists like Simplot, Unilever, Nestle, Kraft and many more

The global market for halal-certified products and services is estimated to be worth more than
 USD2.3 trillion, expanding by 20% per year. These schemes are not limited to food alone, with
 products and services ranging from halal certified cosmetics to water, trucks, warehousing and
 sharia finance there is no limit to the schemes. Plans are in place to certify every step of the
 market from suppliers of animal feed, to food processing and eventually the transport to your
 supermarket and shopping bag.
Companies who believe non-Muslims do not care, pass on the extra cost to consumers. Few
 products are labeled as certified halal, when in fact most meat and dairy produce bought in
 supermarkets, or when eating out, are now halal certified for a fee. There is no other religious
 group imposing such a broad, tax-like scheme on our supply chain.
I propose the following policies:
1. Apply The 'User Pays' Principle
If observant Muslims insist on special rituals and halal certification for their food, then Islamic
 community organisations should provide these services and cover the fees and extra expenses
 for our suppliers. Religion is always a contentious issue and should never be imposed onto
 others. Some Muslim clerics have already spoken out against those schemes, read "The Halal
 Certification Fiasco" to understand their concerns.
2. Insist On Clear Labeling
All products and services from halal-certified suppliers should be clearly labeled by one standard
 symbol. This way the consumer can recognise when meat, meat-based products or other
 products and services come from halal-certified sources. Australian consumers can then make a
 conscious decision.
3. End Workplace Discrimination
In many Australian abattoirs only Muslim males can now find employment as slaughterers. Non-
Muslims and women are considered haram - unclean. This is sharia law, manifest in
 discrimination on gender and religious grounds, applied with consent of AQIS and DAFF.
 However, we understand that ritually prepared meat is important to some religious Australians.
 To this end we propose that, similar to religious schools for which Australia permits some
 exemptions from non-discrimination laws, abattoirs wishing to conduct ritual slaughter must be
 owned and operated by a recognised religious organisation.

I thank in advance the Economics References Committee for its close, deep

http://www.qsociety.org.au/downloads/The%20Halal%20Certification%20Fiasco%20_%20The%20Zakat%20Pages.pdf
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 and thoughtful consideration of the above and for being certain to ensure
 that these are adequately addressed in their upcoming Report to
 Government.

Yours sincerely,
Anton Aldred
Australian Citizen
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Thursday, 30 July 2015
Senate Economics Committee
Senate Standing Committee on economics
PO box 6100
Parliament House
CANBERRA ACT 2600

Dear Senator,

Islam ideology has been pernicious throughout world history.  There are moderates in our society 
but there are also a swathe of extremist ideologues. 

I am concerned about Halal certification for the following reasons

1. Money flow to extremist ideology - ISIS are clearly supported by Muslim Australians and I am
thankful the government has taken measures to address these persons.  It is nigh impossible
to prevent money from Halal certification flowing to extremists.

2. Fundamental cruelty to animals during slaughter.  The failure to stun animals and let them
bleed to death and lose senses gradually is cruel and inhumane.

3. Reduction of consumer choice  for those who wish to avoid Halal food.  The campaign for Hala
symbolising food packaging has been aggressive and taken many Australians consumers by
surprise.  The failure to have consultation before this matter was implemented is a matter of
concern.  I believe it is an abuse of our free market system and should be addressed by
outlawing halal symbolising of consumer goods.

4. Funding Islam by coercing suppliers to symbolise their packaging is wrong.  Halal certifiers are
using the argument if you don’t pay the fee and symbolise packing we wont buy your product.
Religious Intimidation is not the way our western system should operate.  Therefore our system
of trade should be free of religious symbols.

I am totally opposed to Halal certification due to clear cruelty to animals and ask the inquiry to 
address this issue to prevent ongoing cruelty to animals.

Yours sincerely

Chris Savage

!
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From: Elizabeth Devlin  
Sent: Thursday, 30 July 2015 12:43 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Submission - Inquiry into third party certification of food

FAO: Senate Standing Committees on Economics
Third party certification of food
economics.sen@aph.gov.au
We are writing to voice our concerns about current food labelling and certification
 practices in Australia.
We, and many like us, strive to purchase (and consume) food which aligns with our
 personal standards of ethics and nutrition. We believe that it is our right and power as
 consumers, not only to choose to support ethical food production practices, but also to be
 able to personally boycott practices with which we personally do not agree. However, the
 current system of food labelling leaves us, as consumers, without the means to make
 properly informed purchasing decisions.
We would like to have a simple and clear labelling system which makes obvious:

· Country or countries of origin.
We believe that consumers have a right to know where their food has been
produced; currently the only information we can be sure of is the country where it
has been packaged for sale.

· Any genetically-modified ingredients, including imported
ingredients.
We believe that consumers have a right to be able to choose to eat
GM or not to eat GM foods.

· Any religious certifications.
This is not limited to meat processing, but we are especially interested
if meat has been slaughtered a certain way. We, as consumers of
meat products, care about what happens in abattoirs, we are just not
given any information as to conditions and methods. We also care
about what percentage of the purchase price of goods we buy is going
to certain interest or religious groups, and who it is going to.

Further, we would like introduced a nationally regulated system for certifying
 free range produce. At present, consumers pay a premium for free range
 eggs, as well as free range chicken and pork meat products. The current
 labelling and industry-regulated system does not give the consumer any
 confidence that they are actually supporting free range farming practices, or
 indeed simply getting what they pay for. 
Yours sincerely
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Elizabeth and Nicholas Devlin
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From:  
Sent: Thursday, 30 July 2015 12:55 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: halal inquiry

To the senate committee,
I wish to enter my concerns as to how a non government body has been 
able to impose monetory fees/taxes onto businesses. This is impacting 
additional costs onto the entire customer base who do not subscribe to 
Islam. I would also object to any other group imposing such costs/fees. 
Yours Sincerely,
Lyndell Laws,
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From: 
Sent: Thursday, 30 July 2015 12:56 PM 
To: Economics, Committee (SEN) 
Subject: Hal Al SUBMISSION 
Importance: High

MY NAME AND CONTACT DETAILS ARE NOT TO BE PUT ON YOUR

 WEBSITE, AND ARE CONFIDENTIAL, THEY ARE NOT FOR PUBLICATION.

Senators

I am complaining about the HALAL impost, its secrecy surrounding the

 amount of money involved and what happens to this money, the lack of

 identification on almost every food, and the way HALAL food is so

 widespread that it is unable to be avoided.

The word HALAL is not known by many people, and they do not realize how

 widespread it is.  It is a TAX put on nearly every item of food by over 20

 moslem certifiers and they charge all producers an unknown amount of

 money, and in some cases is purported to be several hundreds of

 thousands of dollars a year.  These certifiers say that all islamic people

 must eat food blessed by them, but in the most cases this is not true.

 Anyone who thinks that, can just say ONE word over their food and it is

 automatically “clean” to eat.  These ‘certifiers’ are all very rich as the

 amount of money collected every year is well over a billion dollars, and they

 do not tell us where the money goes, or how much is involved.  These men

 pay NO TAX on this money and say it is going to build mosques and

 schools, yet the federal government gives millions of dollars for islamic

 schools.  It has been suggested that much of this money is funnelled to

 Syria.  Most food is not marked with one of the many halal markings, so

 there is no way of knowing halal food by walking round the shops.

Meat is the only food that has an excuse for HALAL ritual killing, for the

 export markets, but there are very few places to buy meat that is not

 HALAL. Most milk and milk products, cheese, spreads, biscuits, tea, coffee,

 lollies, chocolates, chips, nuts, frozen foods, breakfast cereals, plastic

 goods, pet food, Easter eggs, medicines, vitamins, make up, bread and

 even bottled water, nearly every food is subject to the HALAL tax.  These

 companies cannot absorb the costs and must have the amount structured

 into their cost to the general public.

So all  food does not have to be HALAL, it is a rort to make the certifiers rich

 and make non moslems pay.  For all people to be made to pay on almost
 every food so the 5% of Australians who are islamic are accommodated, is
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 UNFAIR.  People should be made aware of this as few people know they are

 being cheated.

(Name and address not to be published) 
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From:  
Sent: Thursday, 30 July 2015 12:58 PM 
To: Economics, Committee (SEN) 
Subject: SUBMISSION - Hal Al 
Importance: High

MY NAME AND CONTACT DETAILS ARE NOT TO BE PUT ON YOUR WEBSITE, AND ARE
 CONFIDENTIAL, THEY ARE NOT FOR PUBLICATION.

Senators

I am complaining about the HALAL impost, its secrecy surrounding the amount of
 money involved and what happens to this money, the lack of identification on almost
 every food, and the way HALAL food is so widespread that it is unable to be avoided.

The word HALAL is not known by many people, and they do not realize how widespread
 it is.  It is a TAX put on nearly every item of food by over 20 moslem certifiers and they
 charge all producers an unknown amount of money, and in some cases is purported to
 be several hundreds of thousands of dollars a year.  These certifiers say that all islamic
 people must eat food blessed by them, but in the most cases this is not true. Anyone
 who thinks that, can just say ONE word over their food and it is automatically “clean”
 to eat.  These ‘certifiers’ are all very rich as the amount of money collected every year
 is well over a billion dollars, and they do not tell us where the money goes, or how
 much is involved.  These men pay NO TAX on this money and say it is going to build
 mosques and schools, yet the federal government gives millions of dollars for islamic
 schools.  It has been suggested that much of this money is funnelled to Syria.  Most
 food is not marked with one of the many halal markings, so there is no way of knowing
 halal food by walking round the shops.

Meat is the only food that has an excuse for HALAL ritual killing, for the export markets,
 but there are very few places to buy meat that is not HALAL. Most milk and milk
 products, cheese, spreads, biscuits, tea, coffee, lollies, chocolates, chips, nuts, frozen
 foods, breakfast cereals, plastic goods, pet food, Easter eggs, medicines, vitamins,
 make up, bread and even bottled water, nearly every food is subject to the HALAL tax. 
 These companies cannot absorb the costs and must have the amount structured into
 their cost to the general public.

So all  food does not have to be HALAL, it is a rort to make the certifiers rich and make
 non moslems pay.  For all people to be made to pay on almost every food so the 5% of
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 Australians who are islamic are accommodated, is UNFAIR.  People should be made
 aware of this as few people know they are being cheated.

(Name and address not to be published)
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From:  
Sent: Thursday, 30 July 2015 1:01 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: HAL AL SUBMISSION
Importance: High

MY NAME AND CONTACT DETAILS ARE NOT TO BE PUT ON YOUR WEBSITE, AND
 ARE CONFIDENTIAL, THEY ARE NOT FOR PUBLICATION.

Senators

I am complaining about the HALAL impost, its secrecy surrounding the amount
 of money involved and what happens to this money, the lack of identification
 on almost every food, and the way HALAL food is so widespread that it is
 unable to be avoided.

The word HALAL is not known by many people, and they do not realize how
 widespread it is.  It is a TAX put on nearly every item of food by over 20
 moslem certifiers and they charge all producers an unknown amount of
 money, and in some cases is purported to be several hundreds of thousands of
 dollars a year.  These certifiers say that all islamic people must eat food
 blessed by them, but in the most cases this is not true. Anyone who thinks that,
 can just say ONE word over their food and it is automatically “clean” to eat. 
 These ‘certifiers’ are all very rich as the amount of money collected every year
 is well over a billion dollars, and they do not tell us where the money goes, or
 how much is involved.  These men pay NO TAX on this money and say it is going
 to build mosques and schools, yet the federal government gives millions of
 dollars for islamic schools.  It has been suggested that much of this money is
 funnelled to Syria.  Most food is not marked with one of the many halal
 markings, so there is no way of knowing halal food by walking round the shops.

Meat is the only food that has an excuse for HALAL ritual killing, for the export
 markets, but there are very few places to buy meat that is not HALAL. Most
 milk and milk products, cheese, spreads, biscuits, tea, coffee, lollies, chocolates,
 chips, nuts, frozen foods, breakfast cereals, plastic goods, pet food, Easter eggs,
 medicines, vitamins, make up, bread and even bottled water, nearly every food
 is subject to the HALAL tax.  These companies cannot absorb the costs and must
 have the amount structured into their cost to the general public.

So all  food does not have to be HALAL, it is a rort to make the certifiers rich and
 make non moslems pay.  For all people to be made to pay on almost every food
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 so the 5% of Australians who are islamic are accommodated, is UNFAIR. 
 People should be made aware of this as few people know they are being
 cheated.

(Name and address not to be published)
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To the Senate Committee for  

Certification of Foods in Australia. 

 

The current packaging laws do not allow the consumer to make an informed choice when purchasing 
products which may conflict with their religious beliefs or their perception of foods with a GM content. 

The Government of Australia through your various departments usually control most things pertaining 
to food production in this country.  Why then are you not in control of this certification scheme so that it 
benefits all Australians not just a few, when in reality all Australians are paying for it. 

So I respectfully request that if these schemes are to remain in place in this country, would you please 
decide to both control the money made by these schemes to the benefit of ALL Australians and that 
packaging will clearly state both the certification for any religious purposes and GM content. This will 
allow each person the right to choose. Surely, this is not too much to ask of you. 

Thank you 
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From: daryl hall  
Sent: Thursday, 30 July 2015 1:48 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal Certification

Dear Sir/Madam,

As an Australian consumer I am frustrated and concerned by the practice of halal
 certification in this country.

I do not wish to support any business that pays an Islamic religious authority ongoing Fees
 & Charges to have their product halal certified. 98% of this population are Followers of
 Islam and do not require halal certificates at all.

I do not want to fund special religious rituals, halal schemes or political campaigns to
 increase the presence of Sharia Law in Australia. 

The Qu'ran does not stipulate anywhere that a product must undergo certification for it to
 be halal. 

Despite this many companies are paying for halal certification and not displaying it on their
 labels or on their websites. 

Sometimes it is even difficult to get such information when calling the company directly.
 What can be done about making it law to display halal certification on labels so consumers
 can make informed choices about the products they buy? 

I have read that companies must be halal certified to export their products, but know of
 several that export - even to OIC countries without being halal certified. For example
 Anzac Cookies gave export as the reason for their halal certification, but Tunnock's
 Teacakes are not halal certified, yet are exported throughout the Middle East & loved
 there. 

Furthermore one wonders why small companies, who have no intention of ever exporting,
 are now finding themselves sidelined by halal suppliers, because they are not wanting to
 incur the extra costs of halal certification or the impositon of Sharia compliance. 

There is something very wrong going on here when small companies are pressed to have
 halal certificates - and I cannot disclose who, because those we know are living in a sense
 of fear for not being halal compliant - especially as this seems to be government
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 sanctioned. 

Many businesses are struggling to survive manufacturing in Australia, with manufacturing
 costs increasing all the time and sales very hard to come by with all the imported products
 being brought into this country, since the governments introduced their level playing
 fields and free trade agreements. 

Why is our Governments pressing small businesses to pay fees to halal authorities to use
 their halal logo in order to sell to government departments? Why have we got
 institutionalised halal compliance in eg.Hospitals & Schools - when 98% do not require
 it???  

Most people I know are waking up to what is going on and they are not happy about it,
 because halal schemes have been implemented without the consent of the people.

Why have muslims been allowed to make halal rules in government departments
 regarding purchasing decisions? Until someone higher up has the guts to make a change
 this outrage will continue. 

There is little that people can do, but a growing number are boycotting halal certified
 products in the hope that withholding their cash will speak louder than words.

I am also concerned about the backward step in animal husbandry. 

A legal loophole exists that has made way for widespread animal cruelty in halal
 slaughterhouses where a Reversible Stun is now being used, rather than a Proper Stun...
 which would permanently make livestock irreversibly unconscious and permanently
 insensitive to pain.

Why is there this VAST Over-Production of DOMESTIC Halal Ritually Slaughtered Meat (and
 halal bi-products) for 2% of the population? 

Finally can you investigate where all this halal money is going, because if it is being used to
 fund Islamic expansion in Australia & worldwide, I and many other Australians would not
 want to fund that. 

It seems that many of these Mosques, Halal Authorities and Halal Slaughterhouses get
 huge Tax Breaks, because they are registered Trusts/Charities... Surely they should be
 paying some of this halal money back to support the Australian economy in these times of
 austerity? 

It has been found in other countries eg. Canada & France that the Muslim Brotherhood the
 controlling force behind many halal authorities who are involved in syphoning off these
 halal funds to fund their schemes - could this be investigated please?  



Furthermore all Muslims pay Zakat Tax based upon their earnings in the halal industry and
 the Qur'an specifically states that 1/8 of this Zakat must be paid to the Fighters of Jihad -
 in other words terrorists. 

Please could you ensure that all Muslim Charities operating in Australia are not involved in
 such funding. 

Many have been exposed last year in other countries and some have already been stopped
 here in Australia eg. Bisotel Rieh! 

I urge you to investigate and provide assurance to shoppers & "consumers in the era of
 excessive deceit and false labeling and certification of HALAL" - and that quote is from the
 GHTC halal authority website which is one of more than 20 Approved on AUSTRALIAN
 GOVERNMENT List of recognised Islamic bodies for Halal Certification under Biosecurity in
 Australia!  WHY???We treasure our Freedoms in Australia, especially Freedom of Choice
 for ALL; so if Muslims want halal certificates, they are free to have them - as long as they
 PAY for them - not everyone. 

The vast majority should not be forced to pay for these halal schemes... or left with no
 choice at all - which is the case for eg. young mums, as ALL baby formula and baby foods
 are now halal certified!  

The 98% do not require halal products or services at all.

What will YOU do about the halal issue for us shoppers and consumers and for future
 generations? 

Yours sincerely,

Daryl Hall 
(Concerned Australian Citizen)
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The Senate Economic References Committee - 
 
 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
re:  halal certification of consumable products in Australia 

 

Firstly I'm very glad there is going to be an inquiry into this very pressing matter. 

But why it is even a 'thing' which now needs to be looked into in the first place is beyond 
me.  How have we allowed it to become something that is now in danger of getting out of 
control?  Is it true there are about 20 halal certifying bodies in Australia?  Twenty?....all 
accepting payment of fees for the halal labelling of foodstuffs? We didn't monitor it at the 
outset with strict guidelines?  And moreover we didn't ask is this something that we really 
need or want in the Australian marketplace?  

Why are we even pandering to a religious minority?  Not that we wish our religious minority 
brothers any harm.  Why are we politically capitulating to that religious minority?  Why does 
that religious minority get to dictate producing, labelling, selling and financial imposts upon 
our food markets?  The traditional, western, mainstream 'religion of the land' - Christianity  
doesn't even get a look in these days as far as being allowed to have any real influence in 
the market place.   Are we not a proud secular society?  Are we not always baying for the 
cessation of influence of religion across the board anyway?  Oh, but here we are bending 
over backwards it would seem to appease the Muslims.   

The fact that all food items for sale in Australia are systematically undergoing this 
certification process, which involves a payment of a fee to who knows where, is highly 
troublesome. 

And therein lies some big problems: 

What impact on prices to the consumer is this rampant certification having?  Who is wearing 
that cost?  How is it that food and religion and paying a fee get all caught up together 
anyway?  I understand about religion and food vis a vis Easter eggs, fish on Fridays, roast 
turkey, plum pudding - I get that religions and religious celebrations involve food, but I 
doubt the Catholic church nor its Protestant counterparts are getting any kick backs from 
the sale of chocolate at Easter.   

What of the certification/payment of fees for foodstuffs which are naturally halal - fish, 
water, honey, etc?  How ridiculous. 



What of the Islamic methods of meat 'preparation' which are notoriously appalling - cruel, 
superstitious, and un-western?!  What of those abattoirs which are exempt from the more 
humane 'stunning' method of killing?  Who among us could support such barbaric methods?  
What of the notion that prayers to allah are said as the animal is killed?  Who of other faiths 
should have to support that?  What burden to the 'conscientious objector'?  Why should I 
be forced to pay homage to some foreign god I don't even know or believe in? 

Will there be adequate and accurate labelling of all food items?  Will the consumer be 
aware as they shop as to the processes undertaken with the food item in question?  Will 
there be an 'opt out' available for the shopper if they so choose? 

Where's the money going?  Who or what is the money funding?  Which Islamic groups are 
benefitting from the generated funds?  Would the average Australian fundamentally 
support what those groups support?  Is it ultimately funding someone or something that the 
average Australian might be at odds with politically, spiritually, or economically?  

How do I now buy vegemite - that most 'sacred' of all Australian foodstuffs - without 
genuflecting inadvertently to Islam?  

 

Thank-you for your time. 

Andrea Wilk 
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From:  
Sent: Thursday, 30 July 2015 2:02 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Submission for end of food certificate scam

Senate Standing Committees on Economics
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600
Phone: +61 2 6277 3540 | Fax: +61 2 6277 5719
economics.sen@aph.gov.au
Submissions close 31 July 2015

Hi,

I would just like to say that the price of food has sky rocketed since the
 introduction of the halal certification schemes.  If the Australian people are to be
 taxed the money should go to the Australian Tax Office.

In a Muslim country tourists are not allowed to bring in bibles or wear crosses or
 take rosary beads.  As to dictating what food is to be taxed by an outside country I
 think you would find there would be no chance that we could tax Muslims in their
 own countries.  Yet they are taxing us in our country.  From Cadbury chocolates
 to Kelloggs cereals Australians are contributing to a TRILLION dollar industry. 
 That is right, I read it was a TRILLION dollar industry.  Would not that money
 get us out of our deficit?
So as you can see where such a large amount of money is being siphoned from
 this country there is a very real possibility of corruption that can and possibly does
 occur to a percentage of this income that goes to the Muslim Islamic community.

Stop this corrupt and fraudulent rort. And go further by saying that if they want to
 label food halal they can do so but it should be a free service they provide to their
 people.  Furthermore, the Australian Government should recoup the illegal taxes
 that they burdened the Australian public with.

Businesses have to register to be legal, did these companies register and declare
 what they intended to do?
I would like an answer to this last question as I find it is not in the best  interests of
 Australia to enrich the pockets of Islamic Halal Certifiers.

Looking forward to your reply,

Sally Talati
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From:  
Sent: Thursday, 30 July 2015 2:07 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: HAL AL SUBMISSION
Importance: High

MY NAME AND CONTACT DETAILS ARE
 NOT TO BE PUT ON YOUR WEBSITE,
 AND ARE CONFIDENTIAL

My Details are NOT FOR PUBLICATION.
Senators

I am complaining about the HALAL impost, its secrecy
 surrounding the amount of money involved and what
 happens to this money, the lack of identification on
 almost every food, and the way HALAL food is so
 widespread that it is unable to be avoided.

The word HALAL is not known by many people, and
 they do not realize how widespread it is.  It is a TAX put
 on nearly every item of food by over 20 moslem
 certifiers and they charge all producers an unknown
 amount of money, and in some cases is purported to be
 several hundreds of thousands of dollars a year.  These
 certifiers say that all islamic people must eat food
 blessed by them, but in the most cases this is not true.
 Anyone who thinks that, can just say ONE word over
 their food and it is automatically “clean” to eat.  These
 ‘certifiers’ are all very rich as the amount of money
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 collected every year is well over a billion dollars, and
 they do not tell us where the money goes, or how much
 is involved.  These men pay NO TAX on this money and
 say it is going to build mosques and schools, yet the
 federal government gives millions of dollars for islamic
 schools.  It has been suggested that much of this money
 is funnelled to Syria.  Most food is not marked with one
 of the many halal markings, so there is no way of
 knowing halal food by walking round the shops.

Meat is the only food that has an excuse for HALAL
 ritual killing, for the export markets, but there are very
 few places to buy meat that is not HALAL. Most milk
 and milk products, cheese, spreads, biscuits, tea, coffee,
 lollies, chocolates, chips, nuts, frozen foods, breakfast
 cereals, plastic goods, pet food, Easter eggs, medicines,
 vitamins, make up, bread and even bottled water, nearly
 every food is subject to the HALAL tax.  These
 companies cannot absorb the costs and must have the
 amount structured into their cost to the general public.

So all  food does not have to be HALAL, it is a rort to
 make the certifiers rich and make non moslems pay. 
 For all people to be made to pay on almost every food so
 the 5% of Australians who are islamic are
 accommodated, is UNFAIR.  People should be made
 aware of this as few people know they are being cheated.

(Name and address not to be published)
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From: Suzy Kinsel  
Sent: Thursday, 30 July 2015 2:16 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal Certification Inquiry
 
To the Committee Secretariat
Senate Standing Comittees on Economics
 
I am voicing my strong disapproval to certify foods as Halal. It appears to be nothing more than a
 money-making scheme for Islamic organizations. There should be no reason for businesses and
 consumers to bear the extra expense to have a product certified as Halal. We are not a muslim
 country and should not be subjected to any type of Sharia Law.
 
Furthermore, the process to slaughter animals in order to comply with Halal is abhorrent and very
 cruel to the animal. There is no place for that type of cruelty in Australia.
 
In addition, as I understand it, Halal is not mandated or required by the Koran. It is a voluntary
 practice. The majority of foods are already naturally Halal so they do not need the expense of
 certifying them.
 
There are no additional costs to the Australian consumer to have foods certified as “Kosher, Vegan,
 Gluten-free”, etc. So there should be no exemption for Halal foods either.
 
Sincerely,
 
Suzy Kinsel

Tel No 
Email: 
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From: michael kilderry 
Sent: Thursday, 30 July 2015 2:17 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal certification submission

Michael Kilderry

29 July, 2015

Re: 'Halal certification'

Dear Sir/madam,

Please accept this short letter to voice my concern of the unfairness of labelling
 surrounding 'halal certification'.
At present there is a scheme in place in Australia that seeks payments of monies
 and makes specific demands from many of our food producers just to satisfy a
 minority's superstitious religious beliefs.

Whilst that is another debate entirely, the basis of this issue is should be kept
 simple. 

The beliefs of anyone must not be forced upon others, yet that is exactly what is
 happening with regards to 'halal' prepared foods. 

My main points of concern are;

1. Currently many consumers have no choice but to consume produce prepared
 to satisfy Muslims 

 only. The fact is that there is no requirement by law for producers to label
 their products 'halal' (or  
'kosher').  Is this fair for everyone?

2. What this results in is consumers being unsure how any food is prepared, and
 if a consumer was to 
choose an unlabelled 'halal' product, then they are actually being forced to
 participate in and   
support someone else's belief system.  Again, is this fair for everyone?

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
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3. Halal certification is (suspiciously) quite a recent concept, and it's clear that
 it's proceeds are not 
necessarily used for the benefit of all of the community. 
Is this fair for everyone?

If any person/group holds or develops a belief that food needs to prepared in a
 certain manner, then the cost and the effort of that must be their sole
 responsibility. It is completely irrational to allow them as a minority, to dictate
 what products the majority can or can't have access to. 

Quite simply if this 'halal certification' scheme is allowed to continue
 (unchecked) then the logical conclusion is you must allow any similar scheme,
 (no matter how many, or no matter what their bizarre conditions are) to start up.

The question is once again, 
Is this fair for everyone?

Thank you.
Yours Sincerely,

Mick Kilderry, 

mobile.   

mailto:mick_kilderry@yahoo.com.au
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From: Margaret Garnaut  
Sent: Thursday, 30 July 2015 2:23 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: SENATE ENQUIRY - DIRECTING MY CONCERNS

I would like to express my concerns re the halal that is being included on most of the food I buy.  I
 have obtained lists of foods bearing the halal symbol but unfortunately it is very difficult to avoid
 purchasing these products as it seems to be on most things I need!  To think that by purchasing
 these items and supporting a terrorist organization is abhorrent to me.

Also on another matter I would like labels more clearly marked so as I can support Australian
 products – both in the contents and preparation of goods.

Sincerely

Margaret Garnaut

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au


ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 1138

Submission Details: Mr Ian Kirk









ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 1139

Submission Details: Name Withheld





Senate Standing Committee on Economics 

PO Box 6100 

Parliament House 

Canberra ACT 2600 

 

 

Senate Inquiry into Food Certification Schemes. 

 

 

Firstly I request that all members of the standing committee declare any 

affiliation to a particular section of the population and any vested interest in the 

outcome of the Inquiry. This should be made public knowledge. 

 

Terms of Reference 

 

a. the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia 

including but not limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and 

genetically modified food and general food safety certification schemes. 

 

I am concerned that the food certification schemes which are run by third party 

certifiers have mushroomed in the past few years, in particular the halal certifiers. 

Certification of food should come under Government control so that any corruption 

and / or rorts are stopped. As Australia already has a very good record of food safety 

for our locally produced food all of this certification currently being done is 

questionable. Halal certification has spread to the majority of products leaving 

consumers very little choice of products to purchase if they are opposed to any 

certification be it halal, kosher or any other. 

 

 

b. current labelling requirements of food certification schemes. 

 

The current labelling is totally inadequate for consumers to make valid choices.  At 

present it is virtually impossible for consumers to find out if products are certified (in 

particular halal certification) by either it being marked on the packaging or by 

researching the relevant company website. Making direct contact with companies also 

fails to get satisfactory answers. The halal certification appears to be a covert and non 

transparent scheme.  

 

c. the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay 

certification fees. 

 

If a product has certification for any scheme it should be mandatory that the 

certification be displayed prominently on the packaging. This would give consumers 

of whatever faith or need to positively identify and make informed choices of what to 

purchase. This does not happen for halal certified products which takes away a 

consumers ability to make informed choices. 

 

. 

d. whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian 

consumers to make informed purchasing decisions. 



 

Current schemes do not provide enough information for Australian consumers. There 

are vast selections of products in supermarkets etc which are known to be halal 

certified but do not carry any such label. This is not so for Kosher as most if not all 

Kosher certified products carry the label. It is also true for products which have a 

label “made from local and imported products” there is no information on what is 

local and what is imported. If a product is made from imported products the relevant 

country must be shown on the label. 

 

 

e. details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or 

manufacturers, and the potential for these to impact prices for consumers. 

 

Fees paid by producers and manufacturers must have an impact on prices consumers 

pay. It is inconceivable that any company would absorb the costs which they pay for 

this certification. While some companies say that it is paid for by overseas importers 

of the goods I very much doubt that this would be the case. What happens in the case 

of Woolworths and Coles home branded products as they are not exported. This 

should be investigated.  

If this was government controlled then it would remove all doubts as to the fees paid 

and where the money goes. A simple solution would be for all certification money to 

be paid to the Government which rather than go into general revenues could be 

distribute on an equitable basis to all schools, charities, aboriginal facilities etc. The 

Government would control and appoint certifiers who would have specific 

qualifications to do these tasks. 

 

 

f. the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market 

access and returns to producers. 

 

While it may be important to some companies to have products certified for export 

trade it would not apply to the majority of companies which produce only for local 

consumption. For example Woolworths and Coles in house products do not get 

exported. Therefore the costs of certification is being borne by the majority of the 

population to appease the requirements of  the minority, not withstanding the many 

people who have religions which do not permit them to partake of certain rituals 

under which food is certified. I find it difficult to comprehend that halal certification 

is required on export products when our main markets would surely be China, Japan 

and places in Europe and America. I believe as a percentage of the export market food 

exported to Muslim countries would be a lot less than 40% of the total exports and 

questionable if it is needed at all. Meat exports to Muslim countries consist of mainly 

live cattle exports so why is our meat halal certified? 

 

 

g. The extent and adequacy of information available to the public about 

certifiers including, but not limited to certification processes, fees and 

financial records and any related matters. 

 

There is very little information available to the public about certifiers and companies 

paying certification fees. The majority of the Australian public are carrying the 



burden of the certification schemes, as well as the ATO losing revenue from taxes 

paid on certification schemes as they would be classed as an expense by companies.  

Is GST being charged on the services? The receiving entity is more than likely classed 

as a not for profit entity or makes charitable deductions for giving money to schools, 

religious organisations, churches, Mosques etc. The halal certification fees supposedly 

go to fund Islamic youth centres, schools and Mosques. The Government also funds 

these out of our tax dollars therefore the Islamic section of the community are at a far 

greater advantage than the general population as far as financial support for these 

facilities are concerned..  

 

It is also asserted that in the majority of abattoirs in Australia have Muslim male 

slaughtermen and that these jobs are no longer available to other people or women. 

This is discrimination and against the law yet it is happening. Australia is supposed to 

be an advanced country which has compassion for the slaughter process and has 

implemented strict rules for slaughter by irreversible stunning yet apparently this is 

not how it is done in some abattoirs as they use reversible stunning so the animal is 

still alive when its throat is cut.  As Australia is NOT a Muslim country we should not 

be changing our rules of slaughter for a religious reason.   

 

The ultimate outcome of the inquiry would be to recommend a ban on any form of 

religious certification of food, or the group requiring certification should pay for the 

process. I bet this would stop a huge number of products which are certified to no 

longer be certified as it would take away the opportunity to rort the system and 

remove corruption.   

 

I hope this inquiry oncovers the truth about certification in particular the halal 

certification. 
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From:  
Sent: Thursday, 30 July 2015 2:51 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Food certification schemes submission

Dear food certification schemes inquiry,

I wish to address point (g) of the committee’s terms of reference, and particularly ask the committee to consider
 the importance of investigating whether some Australian halal certification organisations could be using funds
 raised from Australian businesses to fund, directly or indirectly, Islamic terrorism.

Firstly, all practising Muslims and Islamic organisations, including halal certifiers, are obliged to give Zakat to
 Islamic causes which amounts to 2.5% their wealth per year to be distributed among 8 categories. Some of
 these categories are laudable, such as helping the poor, but one is to support those fighting for Allah. Some
 Muslims claim to interpret this in an innocuous way, but a more widespread understanding is that this money is
 to go to those engaged in Islamic military operations for whom no salary is allotted i.e. volunteers for jihad.
 And Halal certifiers have been caught funding terrorism in this way before. In 2007 and 2008 the Islamic
 Society of North America was named by the Justice Department as involved with funding the terrorist group
 Hamas.

Secondly, I ask the committee to take into account that there is no religious requirement in Islam for Halal
 certification. A Muslim is obliged to eat foods only halal foods, but the vast majority of foods are halal by their
 very nature. Certification is at best a convenience for Muslims, and certifying bodies are only recent business
 constructs which began in the 1980s. It was soon discovered, however, that these organisations were very good
 at raising large amounts of money from gullible Westerners and now senior Muslim leaders are stating publicly
 that ‘halal can enable Muslims to dominate global economy and conquer the world.’

I put it to the committee that in-light of the above points and the common theme of Islam running through the
 halal certifying industry and world terrorism, that it is very much in the public interest to require a much higher
 standard of financial oversight and regulation of these bodies to ensure that money raised from Australian
 businesses is not being used against Australian interests.

Yours sincerely,

Mrs Ann Harling
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mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au
mailto:harling_c@optusnet.com.au


ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 1141

Submission Details: Ms Shelley Pinnell





From: Shelley Pinnell 
Sent: Thursday, 30 July 2015 2:59 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Submission to Senate enquiry re:halal certification

Dear Sir, 

Regarding section (e), "..certification schemes paid by food producers and/or
 manufacturers and the potential for them to impact on prices for consumers."

My deep concern is regarding Halal certification only.

1. I do not believe halal certification should be paid for by producers/manufacturers - if
 muslims want halal certification they should pay for it themselves. Why should the
 majority (non-muslims) pay for a minority ( muslims).Why should we pay for something
 we don't want or need? The cost of food is high enough already.

2. It is my understanding that muslims only need to say a specific word over their food to
 make it acceptable. Why go to all the trouble and expense of halal labelling etc? Most
 foods are already halal anyway without any special treatment.

3. It has been proved in courts of law in France, UK and Canada that halal certification
  fees have been used to support Islamic terrorist organisations. I do not want MY money (
 and I shouldn't have to pay for this anyway, see point 1) to be used in this way EVER.

Please stop this insidious attempt to impose sharia law in Australia, before it is too late.

Many thanks for reading my concerns about this matter.

Shelley Pinnell

--
Shelley Pinnell
Heritage Country Quilting

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
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From:  
Sent: Thursday, 30 July 2015 3:05 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: HALAL AND kOSHER fOODS

I wish to make a submission

As Australian consumers of food, we have a right to clear and accurate
 information about the food we are consuming. Food producers are
 obliged to clearly label their products with such information as:
• Ingredients
• Whether there may be traces of nuts
• How many calories they contain
• How much fat they contain
• How animals are treated in the course of production (free range eggs
 etc.)
As consumers, we absolutely should have the right to know whether we
 are buying a kosher or halal item because:
1. We may be paying more than we have to
2. It may be violating our religious sensitivities
3. It may be violating our beliefs about animal welfare
The first issue is extremely important because if (as we surely are) we
 are paying more than we have to, then halal certification amounts to a
 hidden tax. Only the Australian Government has the right to levy taxes in
 Australia and this practice should be forbidden on those grounds alone.
Consumers will boycott halal in droves when they are informed. That is
 why food producers either hide halal labels or refuse to attach them. If
 halal foods are separated altogether, how many people will be shopping
 in the halal isle of Coles or Woolies?

Companies will still be free to produce separate products for export or
 specialty shops. The cost of these will then be borne by Muslims.
 Importantly, this placates both the Jewish lobby and the farm lobby. It
 also blunts any criticism from “moderate” (not currently extremist)
 Muslims who will be left wondering why they have to pay extra for a
 bottle of halal certified water

Thanks

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
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Bob Tainsh
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Submitted by Mr S.Krichauff.  
Of , 

 , , . 
 

Submission regarding THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATION OF FOOD  
 
To:- Senate Economics References Committee. 
 
Dear Committee Members,  
This submission mainly relates to Islamic party’s forced requirement for halal certification. 
 
Ref  TOR (a)  
It is obvious that the recent imposition of halal labeling has come about as a revenue raiser 
for the “muslim brotherhood “as a worldwide method of raising funds for their caliphate in 
all countries.  Rumor has it  that it’s expected to raise USD2.3 trillion, this year expanding by 
20% per year if allowed to continue. 
 
This method of implementing this certification seems to be completely out of hand in 
Australia. What is happening is anybody who feels they can get away with it will. Rumor has 
it, muslims are standing over manufacturers/producers, causing the 18 million Australians 
who aren’t muslims to pay for the requirements of roughly 400,000 muslims. Anyone 
opposing these tactics is vilified and said to have "Islamophobia" 
 
Ref  TOR(b). 
It appears there is a reasonable standard of labeling as regards ingredients and country of 
origin except for GMO’s but the labeling for diet requirement groups is a mess and needs 
attention. 
LABELLING OF PRODUCTS CONTAINING GMO’S SHOULD BE MANDATORY. 
This is especially so for those containing products from crops which have been sprayed with 
glyphosphate. Glyphosphate has been named a possible carcinogen by the World Health 
Organization. People should have a right to know even if GMOs are  part of the UN’s World 
Population control Policy. 
 
Ref  TOR(c) 
There is a need for clear labeling of all products that are produced for special interest 
groups so that those who don’t want or agree with these groups can boycott them. 
 
 Ref  TOR(d) 
There is a need for a complete overhaul of the present disorganized system to an easy to 
understand plain to see system It is well known a lot of halal labeling is hidden to try and 
reduce consumer backlash. 
 
Ref  TOR(e) 
It is important for consumer to know if they are paying for services they don’t require i.e. 
most foods and services are being halal certified for 2.2% of the population Therefore 97.8 



% of the population are paying for something they don’t want or need at an increasing 
expense. 
 
Ref  TOR(f) 
There is no reason for domestic consumers to pay the extra cost of products that require 
special treatment from the importing country, these costs should be borne by the exporter 
and importer as any cost put onto domestic consumers equals a tax. 
 
Ref  TOR(g) 
There appears to be no public accountability by certifiers so the consumer has no idea what 
certifying costs of products are or what they are used for, but it appears.  Rumor has it; the 
money extracted by halal certifiers is used solely for their advancement (personal wealth) 
and the Islamic political force i.e. building buildings for their exclusive use, funding 
extremism via complex financial arrangements etc.  
Any product that is certified for the use of one section of the community should be 
financially transparent. 
Previously ethnic groups requiring special food opened their own stores for those requiring 
these products and didn’t burden the rest of the community. 
 
Conclusion 
It is time the federal government, that is all politicians took responsibility for the misuse of 
this certifying facility by certain political/religious groups, and licensed the certifiers. The 
fees for this license being paid to the government by the body requiring this specialized 
certification. 
There is no excuse for letting one interest group tax the population for their group's gain to 
the detriment of the whole. This glaring example halal certification is a part of sharia law. 
 
A mature discussion about the way sharia halal has been allowed to take hold, as a step in 
the tried and proven method of taking over countries, Lebanon was the prototype. Little by 
little at first sharia laws are implemented and anyone who questions them is vilified, said to 
have islamaphobia (1970s, Iranian fundamentalists invented the term)to discredit anyone 
who spoke against mohummadism. As a long time citizen I am extremely worried that 
WHAT’S HAPPENING BY STEATH HERE HAPPENED IN LEBANON This is something you 
politicians must stop if we want to hold onto our country. 
 
Thank you for reading this, S.Krichauff. 
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Third Party Certification of Food 

 
 

 
 
 
 
To: Senate Standing Committees on Economics 
PO Box 6100 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600 
economics.sen@aph.gov.au  
 
 
30 July 2015 
 
 
From: AusBiotech Ltd 
ABN 87 006 509 726 
Level 4, 627 Chapel St 
South Yarra VIC 3141 
Telephone: +61 3 9828 1400 
Website: www.ausbiotech.org 
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AusBiotech is pleased to submit to this consultation regarding the Economics References Committee 
for inquiry into third party certification of food. 

AusBiotech is a well-connected network of over 3,000 members in the life sciences industry, which 
includes bio-therapeutics, medical technology, food technology, industrial and agricultural 
biotechnology sectors. 

AusBiotech recognises that Australia has a number of food certification systems that are designed to 
provide useful information to consumers about their food. Industry certification schemes are useful 
non-legislated instruments for low-risk products that are used by organisations largely for marketing 
purposes.  

Where foods do not pose a risk to the health and safety of consumers it is appropriate that industry 
is given the opportunity to market its products as it sees fit within the requirements of the 
Competition and Consumer Act. Certification schemes such those related to organic, kosher, and 
halal are useful mechanisms for industry to convey to consumers that a food has met certain 
certification criteria. AusBiotech supports industry’s right to voluntarily establish and maintain 
certification schemes with costs recouped through market mechanisms (such as premium pricing or 
membership fees).  

AusBiotech acknowledges that certification schemes are useful market mechanisms for catering to 
consumer demand, however by nature they tend to focus on a specific market segment and ignore 
the implications to other market segments. Whilst healthy competition between market segments is 
to be encouraged, there exists the possibility that such schemes may lead to undesirable 
industry/market outcomes.  

It should be noted that AusBiotech members have expressed surprise about the inclusion of 
genetically-modified food under the Committee’s terms of reference. The labelling of GM foods is 
not a certification scheme, but a mandatory scheme established under Food Standard 1.5.2 – 
despite these foods having been assessed as not posing any safety risks to the public.   

 

Organic certification and tolerance to GM materials 

A case that has caused considerable damage, and that was the subject of the WA Supreme Court 
case of Marsh v Baxter, relates to the interpretation of the Australian organic certification scheme. 

The zero-tolerance threshold for GM material interpretation at that heart of the Marsh v Baxter case 
originates from wording in Australia’s National Standard for Organic and Bio-Dynamic Produce 
authored by the Organic Industry Standards and Certification Committee (OISCC). The Standard 
states that “Products or by-products that are derived from genetic modification are not compatible 
with the principles of organic and biodynamic agriculture.” Some certification bodies have 
interpreted this to mean that no threshold of tolerance for adventitious, or accidental, presence of 
GM material is allowed for in the Standard, which is at odds with national and international 
benchmarks. The consequence of the unconditional ban on GM materials has been the rigid 
enforcement of the Standard and the unjustified personal and public costs that resulted.   

AusBiotech recommends that the Department of Agriculture should review the requirements of the 
National Standard for Organic and Bio-Dynamic Produce and request the OISCC to introduce 
reasonable thresholds for GM materials into the standard that are in harmony with international 
benchmarks. 

 

Labelling of genetically modified foods 

Food Standards Australia New Zealand (FSANZ) has approved a number of GM foods for sale on the 
Australian market.  Their risk assessments for these foods conclude that they do not introduce any 



new or altered hazards into the food supply and that they are no different to the conventional foods 
already in the food supply. 

The labelling of foods as GM therefore has nothing to do with the health or safety of food, 
AusBiotech believes that FSANZ’s approach to the labelling of GM food is at odds with its otherwise 
best-practice, evidence-based approach to food-safety regulation.  

Recommendations 

AusBiotech recommends that the Committee consider recommending to the Senate that: 

• Food certification schemes should be voluntary; 
• Industry should be responsible for developing, maintaining, and funding its own certification 

schemes based on market needs.  However this needs to be done in consultation with 
Government and cannot be used to distort markets; and 

• Current organic certification schemes should be revised to include reasonable tolerances for 
the presence of GM materials, consistent with our major trading partners. 
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From:  
Sent: Thursday, 30 July 2015 3:41 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Re: Royal Commission

Senate Standing Committees on Economics
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600

Dear Sir/Madam,

I wish to tender my submission to the above mentioned Committee regarding food
 certification.

I use the word 'tax' throughout my submission, in reference to halal certification
 that consumers are unwittingly forced to pay. 

My comments that follow, are factual and will be listed as such.

FACT 1:  It is fact that the slow 'bleeding out' of animals slaughtered via halal
 principles, is painful, slow and inhumane and I am alarmed that neither my
 Government nor the RSPCA have taken action to ensure this practice ceases
 immediately.

FACT 2:  This halal certification tax is known by Islamist as Jizya.  The defination
 is:  "an example of taxes that depends on the religion of the individual.  Jizya is a
 discriminatory tax. However, historically, the Jizya tax has been rationalized in
 Islam as a fee in return for Muslim protection and the privilege of living in Muslim
 territory."
Australia is NOT a Muslim territory and nor is Muslim protection required or
 wanted.

FACT 3:  Approx. 97.5% of the Australian population are non-Islamic.  Why then
 are ALL Australians forced to pay for halal certification tax on behalf of a 2.5%
 minority?

FACT 4:  Many companies now pay halal certification fees.  These fees, despite
 claims to the contrary from these companies, IS passed on to the consumer.  The
 excuse that this tax opens up wider possibilities to overseas Muslim markets,
 really doesn't wash.  If that were truly the case, why aren't just those products
 halal certified and not products for the local market?

FACT 5:  Years ago halal certification applied to only meat products.  Nowadays,
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 products such as dog/cat food, tampons, toothpaste etc. etc. are halal certified.
  Why?  From my research, no-one seems to be able to answer my question!  The
 fact that a mere prayer spoken over any goods, will allow the product to be
 consumed by a Muslim, really does make a mockery out of this tax.

FACT 6:  Some companies have been threatened by halal certification companies
 for refusing to sign up to this 'extortionist' tax and reports of these incidences are
 not investigated. 

FACT 7:  The halal certification tax logo is not displayed on all products carrying
 this tax.  From my observation, some companies who did display this logo, have
 now removed it despite the product still being halal certified.  These companies
 are exercising deception on a massive scale.  I request that the ACCC investigate
 fully, this deception.

FACT 8:  Halal certification and practices offend many religions including
 Christianity.  Christians do not support false gods or idols, therefore this tax is
 extremely offensive and limits the products other religions can consume.

FACT 9:  Halal certification tax is, as stated by Mr. Mohamed El-Mouelhy, sole
 director of the Halal Certification Authority Pty. Ltd., collected to aid Islamic
 schools and the building of mosques.  NONE is these funds are directed to any
 non-Muslim groups (97.5% of the population), therefore, all consumers unwittingly
 paying this tax, do not benefit in any way.

FACT 10:  At this time, NO Halal Certfication organization has ever had their
 business practices or ethics, investigated. 

FACT 11:  It has been widely publicized that the halal certification tax raises $3
 billion dollars world-wide per year. Mr. Mohamed El-Mouelhy has on numerous
 occasions, gloated over the fact that his lifestyle is and will continue to be a
 luxurious one, due to 'infidels' paying this jizya.  One only has to read his
 FaceBook posts, to see that he, and others, are 'laughing all the way to the bank',
 at the expense of both deceived non-Muslims AND our Government.  

As is my Will, I respectfully request that my Government, elected to serve ALL
 Australians, audit all halal certification organizations, completely and thoroughly,
 to reveal exactly where these funds are directed, including overseas
 organizations and groups and the result of this audit to be made public.

As is my Will, I respectfully request that this jizya be halted immediately until such
 investigation is completed.

I remain yours sincerely,

Rhonda Oliver
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Submission to the Senate on third party certification. 
 
 
A society should be judged on how it treats it’s aged, it’s sick and it’s 
animals. 
 
If we are going to farm animals then they should be treated with respect 
and slaughtered in a humane way. The Halal method of reversible stun 
and then cutting the throat of the animal so that it bleeds out is barbaric 
and has no place in a modern society. Halal meat populates the shelves of 
most supermarkets but is not labelled as such. The halal symbol is on the 
box in which the pre-packed meat gets delivered to the shop but not on 
the actual packaging that is then sold to the consumer. If it is to be sold as 
Halal then it should be marked as such so that the consumer can make the 
choice. How does a Muslim consumer know that the meat is Halal? How 
does a non-Muslim consumer know the meat is Halal? What is the point 
of Halal slaughter when the consumer has no idea how the meat was 
slaughtered and to which God it was blessed at the point of slaughter? 
 
Halal, Kosher and Organic labelling of all products should be mandatory 
so that the consumer can make an informed choice. There is product 
information on all food that is sold in Australia. The consumer is 
informed of the sugar/fat/carbohydrate/energy contents of all pre-
packaged food. The amount per serving, amount per 100 grams and 
serving size are always written on the packet. If labelling is not an issue 
for the product information then it would be simple to put the Halal, 
Kosher or Organic status of the food on the label as well. Organic 
produce is well advertised and marketed as such and most consumers are 
happy to pay extra for Organic Certified products as they believe there is 
organic pesticide used, organic herbicide used and no Genetically 
Modified content.  
 
Why should a consumer who does not belong to Islam or Judaism be 
paying extra for a certification process that they do not require? 
 
Most food is Halal anyway. Only if it contains alcohol or pork products 
does it become Haram (forbidden) for Muslims. A Muslim should know 
what is permitted (Halal) and what is not permitted (Haram). If they do 
not then a label on the product would easily allow them to make the 
choice based on the facts. Why do we have Halal certified cutlery for 
aircraft, Halal Certified horse blankets, Halal Certified batteries, Halal 
Certified cat food? Consumers can purchase rice from Pakistan that is not 
Halal certified but the Australian equivalent is Halal certified.  



A Muslim in doubt as to whether the food he/she is about to eat is Halal 
or Haram can say an Islamic prayer over the meal and then it is 
permissible to eat. This suggests that there is no need for Halal 
Certification at all and as such, what did Muslims eat in the times 
between the Quran being written and Halal Certification being invented? 
It is interesting to note that members of the Sikh religion are forbidden 
from eating Halal meat so if the Halal label was on the meat then they 
would also be easily able to avoid such products and choose others that 
are suitable for them. 
 
Kosher foods are found in the books of Leviticus 11:1-47 and 
Deuteronomy 14: 3-20, as are also certain kosher rules. Reasons for food 
not being kosher include the presence of ingredients derived from 
nonkosher animals or from kosher animals that were not slaughtered in a 
ritually proper manner. A Jew should know what is permitted (Kosher) 
and what is not permitted (Treif). If they do not then a label on the 
product would easily allow them to make the choice based on the facts.  
 
Organic food is always labelled as such. Ergo, it should not be an issue 
for food manufacturers to label their products as either Halal or Kosher.  
 
In summary, all people in this country ought to enjoy religious freedom – 
that is the freedom to choose or reject religious rituals and whether or not 
they want to fund them. 
Australians opposed to halal or kosher certification are not bigots. They 
simply want to enjoy the tolerance and freedoms supposedly available to 
everyone in our democracy. Australians opposed to funding halal or 
kosher certification, whether it is one dollar or billions of dollars, have 
every right to do so. Religious rituals need to be voluntarily funded as 
well as fully disclosed and transparent. 
I do not want Islamic religious practices imposed upon me, and I do not 
want to fund them. That is my democratic right in a free and tolerant 
society. 
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David Brown  

Senate Standing Committees on Economics 

Thank you for the opportunity to make a submission to this enquiry, and also to be able to 
read others submissions via the web pages and downloads. I am not surprised, and well 
pleased to see submissions from various faiths, and indeed from those professing no 
faith/religious belief at all, it shows how widespread the effect and concern of Halal 
certification in the general community and of the “religious” community also. 

My main request to the committee is to look at the need for labelling on products 
produced by companies that pay certification fees, a fee that it raised after strict 
standards are met to achieve certification – for example killing of meat by a Muslim, 
whilst praying/offering the food up to allah. 

I would also ask that you look from the view of GST and from government certification 
rather than allowing dozens of self-created certifier in practice 

My personal opinions of the halal certifications schemes stems mostly from my personal 
beliefs as a Christian as defined by the Bible.  

Personally I choose not to buy or eat foods halal certified foods as these are foods or 
services that have been offered up to allah  as in the case for those foods such as chickens 
that are killed under the halal certified practice, or in the offering up to allah of the 
production line for other foodstuffs (and non-foodstuffs!)  

I have no objection to others holding different religious beliefs (or none) to my own, but I 
am, I must admit, at times most annoyed that my food choice is significantly limited because 
of the many foods that are offered to allah, many of which do not even have a label telling 
you the foods is halal certified. It has even brought some tensions within my family such is 
the widespread halal certified product base – try telling your wife Cadbury chocolates are 
halal certified!.. thank goodness there is Lindt chocolates as a back up! 

I note on the Boycott Halal pages they are stating that all Baby Formula in Australia is now 
halal certified, I am sure you are aware nearly all chicken and most meats (including the 
large sales of Coles and Woolworths) are halal certified, products such as Vegemite, Cadbury 
chocolates, Nestle Products, Sara Lee, Inghams Chickens, Bega Cheese, Saxa Salt,, Nescafe, 
Mars Chocolates,  even Ostelin D are halal certified… seriously, even our medications are 
offered up to allah! Most surprisingly Sanitarium products are also halal certified. 

I have read articles from those of the Muslim religion that do not support halal certification 
stating that it is unnecessary and that prayers to allah before eating cover the requirements 
of the religion. 

I do not need go over the pros and cons of certification from a business view, nor from a 
view of how control of our food choices (even banning non-halal sausages {if you can find 
them!} at school BBQ’s and council meetings etc) has been initiated by less than 2% of the 



Australian population (actually far less as not all those under the Muslim religion are pushing 
halal certification), there are many well written submissions to you documenting these 
arguments, I would just put my weight to them in encouraging you to consider and act upon 
these submissions in a way that is most beneficial to the citizens of Australia. 

Finally, can I add, whilst I don’t knowingly purchase these products, many unknowingly do 
and the monies from halal certification goes to support Muslim causes in Australia, including 
building more mosques and segregated schools, but with also a percentage of these monies 
going to support overseas Muslim causes of which monies, I believe, are less easily verified 
to support causes of “good” and have shown some concern from overseas governments and 
government agencies including the FBI as support causes of harm to a free society 

Again, thank you for the opportunity to allow these submissions and to offer my support to 
those who are concerned, for many-fold reasons. Of the halal certification schemes in 
Australia. 

Sincerely 

David Brown 
Registered Nurse 

P.S.  One of our patients requested halal foods only – no problems.. If I ever go in and 
request non-halal it will be a major problem.. We use Nescafe Coffee, Pauls Milk, Bega 
Cheese, Kraft Spreads, Vegemite, Sara Lee, and who knows where the meat comes from! 

Is this discriminatory to non- halal people or Christian people? 
Thanks again 
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Senate Standing Committees on Economics 
PO Box 6100, Parliament House,  
Canberra ACT 2600   economics.sen@aph.gov.au                                                                                          30 / 07 / 15                                                                

Dear Committee   
 
Certification schemes and certifiers 

When consumers have to fund certification schemes direct or indirect through producers, processors and 
manufacturers to cater for group ideological certification labelling requirements, then organisations 
(pressure groups) that wish to impose blanket certification to echo the sentiments of such ideologies 
actually hold society at large to ransom when demanding such ideological certification labelling while 
simultaneously luring manufacturers to participate in such schemes by the hopeful potential increase in 
‘foreign’ sales. 

Products that are produced and packaged to echo the content be it the nutritional value, ingredients 
organic, lactose free, or genetically modified, etc such labelling relates to the physical (health and digestion) 
wellbeing of consumers are not only acceptable, but is essential to inform consumers – especially those with 
health and dietary issues. Further when food production, processing and packaging is done, these processes 
are separated and production lines are set up for specific products in such a manner that cross 
contamination does not occur. This is covered by AU and NZ Food Safety Standard regulations and the 
compliance thereto is already covered by production, processing and manufacturing processes. We should 
not allow 3rd party certifiers to extort from public and manufacturers monies that exceed our AUS/NZ 
Standards which above all have no bearing on the health and nutritional value of that which we consume!  

Third party certification is where ideology hit’s the wall! People cannot ‘can’ or eat ideology. Only followers 
of an ideology that presume that this is possible should for their own consumption and at their cost have 
their edibles prepared in ways that their special requirements meet their expectations. If exporters see an 
opportunity to produce ideology prepared food, then they should set up separate production lines to that 
end. As a member of a broader secular society I should not be forced to or be limited in choice of food 
because an ideology compels society at large to consume and or pay for the ideological principals it ascribes 
to. 

Australia is a secular society. If every ideology or religious group should impose certification requirements on 
products, consumers will end up paying more for solicited labelling than for the value of the food!  
 
For general consumption and health reasons producers, processors and manufacturers should stick to 
content certification.  

Ideologically, religious or traditionally produced, manufactured or processed food should be produced at the 
cost of the manufacturer and transferred to prospective clients who want such products. These products 
should be displayed in designated areas retailers that wish to carry such products. Consumers who then, 
bent on buying such items can do so at the price they are prepared to pay for the belief system they aspire 
to, cultural appreciation or delight. Special certification of facilities / structures, vehicles associated with 
certification and storage should also be addressed in your deliberations. 

Some supermarkets already accommodate cultural appropriated products. These include Coles and Aldi (the 
latter on a rotational basis) and cultural specific outlets / stores. 

Thank you for considering the removal of blanket ideological or cultural preference certification labelling 
from Australian food. Our nation relies on your better judgement to maintain neutrality and balance within 
our multicultural secular society. 
 
Max Newman 

,    

mailto:economics.sen@aph.gov.au
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From:  
Sent: Thursday, 30 July 2015 3:57 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Senate Inquiry into Food Certification schemes

Here is my submission for the Senate Inquiry into Food Certification schemes:

30 July, 2015

Senate Standing Committees on Economics

PO Box 6100 Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Phone: +61 2 6277 3540

Fax: +61 2 6277 5719

economics.sen@aph.gov.au

Senate Inquiry into Food Certification schemes

Food certification in Australia
The inquiry will have particular reference to the following matters:

1. the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not limited
to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically modified food and general
food safety certification schemes;

Food Certification schemes and certifiers in Australia should be required by law to clearly
 state whether the food purchased is organic, kosher, halal, genetically modified and
 complies with general food safety. Country of origin of these products should also be
 clearly identified. Food labelled ‘Made in Australia’ should mean just that and not contain
 foods imported from other countries.

2. current labelling requirements of food certification schemes;

At present the current labelling requirements of food certification schemes gives inadequate
 information to the consumer. In my opinion current labelling appears to be designed to
 deceive the consumer.  Many products labelled ‘Made in Australia’ products are not 100%
 Australian - in actual fact many products have been imported and simply packed in
 Australia. The printing on the labels is often too small to be readable. With regards to halal
 certification there is often no information apart from a logo which many consumers do not

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au
mailto:economics.sen@aph.gov.au


 recognise so are unaware that these products have been subjected to religious rituals before
 purchase.

3. the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees;

Specific  labelling should be displayed on ALL products  by companies paying certification
 fees identifying who is charging the certification fees and who is benefiting from such fees.

4. whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make
informed purchasing decisions;

Current schemes do NOT provide enough information for Australian consumers to make
 informed purchasing decisions. In many cases NO information is provided on current
 schemes. For example many Australian consumers are not even aware that an halal
 certification fee is being charged on goods produced in Australia.

5. details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers and the
potential for these to impact on prices for consumers;

The impact of the certification fees  on the price of  products should be clearly visible on a
 shopping docket in a similar way as GST. At present we do not know how much producers
 are being coerced into paying these fees, who is collecting these fees, the purpose for
 which these fees are being used, who decides how much producers are to pay, whether the
 money is being used for the good of the Australian residents (as is GST) and whether this
 money is being transferred out of the country and to whom.  Because of this secrecy, the
 Australian consumer has absolutely NO knowledge  of  how such certification fees impact
 on prices.

6. the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and returns
to producers;

In my opinion our export markets are being held to ransom under the current scheme. I
 have recently written a letter to Bega cheese saying that I would no longer purchase their
 cheese as I object to purchasing an halal product when I am not a Muslim. The letter I
 received back stated that if the company did not display the halal logo then their products
 would not be accepted by Muslim countries. Surely Muslims can pay at point of sale if
 they wish their goods to be Halal. This must be so for many other Australian exporters.

7. the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including,
but not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and



The extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers is non-
existent and as a consumer I would have no idea about certification processes, fees or
 financial records as this information does not appear to be readily available, even to our
 Government. Our Government should be the only entity permitted to collect taxes so that
 such fees can be used to benefit the Australian community.

8. any related matters.

Thank you for the opportunity to present my views.

Christina Reynolds
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From: Melinda Zahri  
Sent: Thursday, 30 July 2015 4:01 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third party certification of food halal
 
The Halal stamp symbol is more than just "I am a Muslim, and observe this particular diet." For me it
 saves time. Looking at the Halal symbol stamp which is a real life saver I know there is no animal
 fats, or traces of alcohol in that particular food.
In the supermarket aisles I'll be scratching my head and reading the label a few times trying to figure
 where that particular emulsifier or natural vanilla came from. Having the Halal symbol on the
 packaging means I can pick up that item instantly with ease These days food on packaging can be
 discreet, like there'll be less than 2% of alcohol and I won't know it.
There'll be others who would possibly find the Halal symbol beneficial. For example if a vegetarian
 were to look at a Halal symbol they could count on the fact that the product is safe for them to
 consume ( unless otherwise stated) and how about diabetics they aren't able to consume any traces
 of alcohol, it could be dangerous for them- to my knowledge anyway.
So therefore the Halal symbol is a lifesaver and extends an indication that Australia is into diversity
 and tries to caters for all needs.
 
 
 
Melinda Zahri
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The Secretariat
Senate Standing Committee on Economics 
Parliament House
PO Box 6100
CANBERRA   ACT   2600

30 July 2015

CONSTITUTIONAL WARNING

To the Secretariat

Inquiry into Third Party Certification of Food – conflict of laws – GST impost 
upon religious observances – Establishment breach – s.116 Commonwealth 
Constitution – Deriving Commonwealth revenues from religious observances 

I write on my own behalf.

This submissions specifically addresses Term of Reference (e) being “details 

regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and the 

potential for these to impact on prices for consumers”.

The Committee, Senate and Commonwealth are notified that our firm is retained to 

examine the paramount issues of Commonwealth taxation, the Constitutional 

establishment issue and the deriving of Commonwealth revenues from religious 

observances and conflict of laws issues pertaining to these issues. 

We notify the Senate that the following conflict of law issues arise in the issue of 

certification of Halal or other religious observance food certifications as significant 

policy impacts of the currently operating regime:



Halal Certification Establishment issues Commonwealth Taxation Law

Page 2 of 2

Within Commonwealth taxation law, the application of GST impost on the licencing 

of certification of goods as Halal.

We warn that there is a real and live issue in conflict of laws relating to the derivation 

of Commonwealth taxation revenue from a religious observance and practice.

Constitutional implications upon deriving taxation revenue from a religious 

observance thereby trammelling establishment issues relevant to section 116 of the 

Commonwealth Constitution. 

We warn the Commonwealth that the derivation of Commonwealth taxation revenue 

from the imposition of the provision of a service being Halal certification is in conflict 

with the Commonwealth Constitutional provision that there will be no establishment 

of any religion of state. 

As one example where GST is imposted upon the service of Halal certification, we 

enclose a printout of GST upon the provision of that service by Halal Australia and 

draw your attention to the paragraph titled “Initial consultation and assessment”.

GST is imposted on both “one-off application fee” of $110 Incl. GST and “$55 for 

each additional site” inclusive of GST.

We notify the Senate Committee that the deriving of Commonwealth revenues from 

the provision of Halal certification is a serious matter in the public interest and against 

the Constitutional prohibition against the establishment of any religion. 

We notify that the Commonwealth taxation and establishment law must be resolved as 

a matter of utmost priority and in our view takes priority over any of the residual 

issues of labelling and classification of goods purportedly Halal certified. The same 

issue pertains to other classification service certifiers on religious observance grounds 

of any other good or service. 

Yours sincerely

Robert Balzola
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From:  
Sent: Thursday, 30 July 2015 4:34 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Food Certification Schemes

Dear Standing Committee,

I am concerned that current labelling of food certification
 schemes is insufficient to know who certifies products, and
 therefore I am unable to make an informed  decision on
 what products I wish to purchase.

I am also concerned about the impact on prices for
 consumers, by food producers and/or manufacturers who
 pay the certification fee.

I ask that your committee fully investigate these schemes to
 ensure that proper labelling is put on products, and that the
 consumer is not disadvantaged in any way.

Thanking You,
R Holmes
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Q Society of Australia Inc 
PO Box 1228, Altona Gate,  
Victoria, 3025, Australia 

Telephone (02) 8006 1525 
Facsimile (02) 8008 1529 

inbox@qsocaus.org 

ABN 11 883 362 342 
www.qsocaus.org 

Q101201R2 

 

 

By email economics.sen@aph.gov.au and ExpressPost 

 

The Senate Standing Committees on Economics  
PO Box 6100 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600 
 

             29 July 2015  

Senate Inquiry Third Party Certification of Food 

Submission to the Senate Economics References Committee pursuant to the terms of 
reference published on 13 May 2015 and relating to Third Party Certification of Food and 
in accordance with section 16 of the Parliamentary Privileges Act 1987.  
 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

Thank you for the opportunity to make a submission to the Senate Committee as a basis for 

giving further oral evidence at a public hearing. 

 

Q Society of Australia Inc is a secular not-for-profit organisation. We are concerned with 

informing Australians about Islam as political ideology with a defined social, legal, judicial, 

economic and military agenda.  Purely religious elements of Islam are not our concern.  

The society organises public events and lectures and publishes printed and audio-visual 

information. We provide a platform to freely discuss matters of concern relating to the 

Islamisation of Australia.  Q Society of Australia was incorporated in 2010 and has 

approximately 700 registered supporters and members represented by a national board, as 

well as approx. 15,000 subscribers via newsletters and social media. 

 

We propose three fair and simple policies in relation to religious certification schemes: 

1. Stop gender and religious discrimination in secular Australian workplaces. 

2. Mandatory labelling of products and services from religiously certified suppliers  

3. The ‘User Pays’ principle must apply to divisive matters like religious certification 

 

 

mailto:economics.sen@aph.gov.au


 
Society of Australia Inc 

                     - Upholding Australian Values -  

   
 

2 | P a g e  

 

 

Submission to the Inquiry’s Reference Points: 

 

a. The Extent of Food Certification Schemes and Certifiers 

Religion and religious beliefs have always been an issue of controversy and dissent 

between people. Countless wars have been fought over what is the ‘true’ religion.   

After centuries of discrimination, war and bloodshed, Western civilisation has established a 

separation between religion and politics. We believe it is wise to uphold this separation.  

 

However, in other regions of the world, in particular the 56 OIC-member countries where 

religious traditions and laws still make up the formal legal foundation of society, millions 

still experience discrimination and violence because they hold on to the ‘wrong’ religion.  

 

It is therefore with great concern that we notice that Australian government agencies have 

become involved in discriminatory religious practices and sanction the imposition of one 

religious group over others. Our concerns fall into three main categories: 

 

i.) Discrimination in Australian Workplaces 

We find it unacceptable when the Australian Government, Department of Agriculture, 

Fisheries and Forestry issues so-called ‘Meat Notices’ which prescribe that in Australian 

abattoirs “Only authorised Muslim slaughtermen can perform the halal slaughtering 

procedure for halal products.” (1)  

 

In practical terms this means that in eight out ten abattoirs Australian women and non-

Muslims can no longer find employment. This de-facto implementation of Islamic sharia 

law by an agency of the Australian Federal Government constitutes most likely a breach of 

the Sex Discrimination Act 1984, various Anti-Discrimination acts of the states, as well as 

section 116 of our Constitution.  

 

Abattoirs are not religious bodies or otherwise exempted from the provisions of the Act.  
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However, we recognise that observant members of certain religious communities wish to 

eat meat prepared according to their traditions and beliefs. Q Society therefore proposes to 

amend relevant anti-discrimination legislation to ensure only formally accredited religious 

bodies may operate a business exempt from anti-discrimination provisions. 

  

This would be similar to an exemption already in place for schools operated by religious 

bodies. Part of the proposed accreditation process must be a binding, audited commitment 

that the accredited religious body will adhere to the provision of the UN Charter of 

Universal Human Rights and actively work towards reforming any violence-inspiring 

scriptures and discriminatory cultural practices that may still exist among its members.  

  

ii. Diminishing Choice 

Aside from meat and meat-based products, we are concerned about the substantial growth 

of Australian businesses signed up to halal certification schemes. For example all four 

major dairy suppliers (Fonterra/Bega, Lions, Murray Goulburn and Parmalat) active in our 

market, plus a number of regional suppliers, have submitted to halal certification. 

Consumers are now left with little choice but to buy dairy products from companies who 

support Islamic causes via their certification fees. This despite the undeniable fact that milk 

is not classified as unsuitable or haram in Islam. 

 

Similar market penetration can be found in other product segments and generalists like 

Simplot, Nestle, Goodman-Fielder, National Foods or Mondelez/Kraft.  80% of Australian 

chicken, lamb and beef now comes from halal-certified sources. For many consumers this is 

not a question of what fraction of a dollar may go to an Islamic organisation; they object to 

unwanted religious impositions as a matter of principle. 

 

Halal certification of non-meat products and even non-food items is a recent invention by 

certain Islamic organisations. It is neither required by Islamic scripture nor is this 

mandated by any authentic Islamic primary source. (2)  To the contrary, Islamic scripture 

makes it clear to observant Muslims that they can eat everything not explicitly designated 

by Allah as unsuitable or ‘haram’, including meat sourced from Christians and Jews.  
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Food of unknown origin can be made suitable or halal by saying a prayer over the food 

before eating. (3)  

 

Since most Australian food products are naturally ‘halal’ and by default permissible for 

observant Muslims, it must not surprise when more consumers – including Muslims - refer 

to these schemes as ‘protection-style rackets’ and ‘money making schemes’. Given the 

increasingly negative community sentiment, many suppliers no longer place halal labels on 

halal certified products designated for the Australian market.   

 

Senators must be mindful that observant Sikhs, sections of the orthodox Hindu community 

and orthodox Christians will not eat meat prepared Halal as this is considered sacrificed or 

sanctified to what they believe are false gods and idols. Imposing halal slaughter and halal 

certification without labelling discriminates against this section of Australian consumers. 

 

iii.) Unwelcome religious impositions 

In contrast to halal-certified suppliers and products, the number of Kosher-certified 

suppliers and products is miniscule. These products are clearly labelled to indicate the level 

of certification and are usually sold in specialty shops or Kosher sections of supermarkets 

catering for the observant Jewish community. As a result the cost of Kosher certification is 

carried by observant Jewish consumers and Jewish organisation, providing this as a service 

to their community. Kosher certification provides us with a starting point as to how this 

divisive issue can be addressed and eventually resolved. 

 

Islamic bodies offering halal-certification now seek to impose their fees on multiple levels 

as well as for products and services which have no relation to food preparation under 

Islamic law. New and fanciful interpretations of Islamic scriptures are made to justify these 

commercial impositions on often ill-informed suppliers, politicians and consumers.  

 

The full extent of the planned multilayer halal system becomes clear when we see that 

Islamic organisation pressure suppliers into a so-called ‘Halal Gold Standard’ where each 

element of the supply chain, from the farm and fertilizer to the supermarket shopping bag, 
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is supposed to become halal certified – and always for a separate fee. This impacts on our 

farms, feed and vaccine supplies, feeding troughs and fencing material, live animal 

transporters, abattoirs, suppliers of ingredients and packaging materials, value-added 

processors, distribution centres, trucks and truck drivers, supermarkets and suppliers of 

wrappers and shopping bags, even to the extent of banking and finance products – at every 

level we are supposed to pay for halal certification.  

 

If we follow the argument of halal certifiers that observant Muslims cannot determine by 

reading a normal label whether a product is suitable, then this section of consumers should 

rightly pay for the extra certification fees. With such controversial issues the “User Pays” 

principle should always apply. It is unfair to expect all consumers to fund the lifestyle 

choices of a few. 

 

If we do not apply the “User Pays” and once it becomes more widely known that 

Australian products come with an ‘Islamic surcharge’, our export-orientated industries 

may suffer boycotts and a PR backlash in markets like China, Japan, Korea, Russia, large 

parts of India, the Philippines, South America and Buddhist Asia.  

 

Even in more liberal Islamic countries the consumer sentiment is often negative when it 

comes to halal certification schemes and the companies that provide them. (2) (4) 

 

iv.) Organic and GM food products  

In our view organic and GM food products should not be dealt with under the same 

category as religiously certified products.  

If the designation of ‘Organic’ is used in the market to promote a production method 

commonly associated with a higher retail price, there should be a mandatory code of 

conduct and formal accreditation by an industry body to minimise misleading practices.  

Consumers from all walks of life may be concerned about GM food, regardless of their 

religious orientation.  The uncontrolled spread of genetically modified organisms may 

have unforeseen consequences for flora, fauna and humanity as a whole. These matters 

must be considered on a different level as questions of religious beliefs and customs.  
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b. Current Labelling Requirements 

At the retail level there are currently no labelling requirements which would ensure 

Australian consumers have a reasonable and fair choice when it comes to religious 

certification schemes. The lack of transparency on one hand and the massive number of 

halal certified suppliers on the other, denies consumers the ability to make an informed 

decision. This denial of a fair choice is seen as divisive and outrages a growing number of 

Australian consumers. It is clear from the level of public concern that a sensible political 

solution must be found in the near future.  We welcome the Senate inquiry as a first step to 

right this wrong. 

 

c. Need for labelling of products from companies paying certification fees. 

Religion and religious practices are controversial and should never be imposed onto others. 

We propose to amend the Corporations Act and make it mandatory for companies who 

take out religious certification to use a specific and nationally recognised logo on the 

product or service or near to where the certified product or service is offered to consumers. 

Whether an individual product is certified is irrelevant since certification fees are paid by 

the ABN entity from revenue across their product range.  

 

For example a capital R in a circle could be used to indicate that a supplier has taken out 

religious certification. Specific labels from the relevant certifying body can then further 

specify the type of certification. Consumers objecting to religious certification can be 

guided by the circled R symbol, whereas those with special religious needs may check for 

specific labels from Islamic or Jewish certifying bodies. 

 

Alternatively suppliers may decide to state on their product ‘Suitable for Muslims, contains 

no pork or alcohol’ and not take out 3rd party certification at all. After all, consumers with 

severe allergies also rely on proper labelling by our suppliers. 

 

The Senate will need to consider whether taxation rules should be amended as these 

certification schemes are currently treated by the ATO as tax-deductible compliance cost.  
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However, these schemes are designed to benefit a small minority of observant religious 

consumers, whereas all Australians and all non-Muslim export customers are required to 

compensate the loss of taxation income by the Commonwealth. 

 

d. Whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers  

As far as religious certification is concerned, there is currently no requirement to label 

products from suppliers who have taken out Halal or Kosher certification. There are no 

mandatory or otherwise regulated schemes that would provide information to Australian 

consumers to enable us to make an informed decision at the point of sale. 

 

This lack of clarity and transparency, and sometime the deliberate obfuscation by a number 

of suppliers, has led to the growing outrage in the Australian community.  

 

We ask Senators to consider our three fair and simple policy proposals: 

1. Stop gender and religious discrimination in secular Australian workplaces. 

2. Mandatory labelling of products and services from religiously certified suppliers  

3. The ‘User Pays’ principle must apply to divisive matters like religious certification 

 

e. Certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers impacting on prices.  

Unless the “User Pays” principle is applied to the certification schemes, it is reasonable to 

expect that any extra input cost will increase the production cost and therefore find some 

reflection in the overall price calculation.  

 

However, it would be simplistic to assume that only the initial and recurring certification 

fees matter. In particular when it comes to the halal certification of abattoirs and meat 

processors, the indirect and associated cost often outweigh the annual certification fees.  

 

For example it is necessary for Halal certification that the kill floor is orientated so that the 

animal faces the black stone in Mecca while having its throat slit. This requirement may 

force costly variations to separation walls within the production facility and re-alignment 

of conveyor systems, plumbing, HVAC and electrical systems.  
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The requirement to employ only Muslim males in certain positions of the abattoir leads to 

the retrenchment of non-Muslim workers. As abattoirs are often placed in regional and 

rural communities with only limited employment options, non-Muslim Australians and 

their families often face an uncertain future and require financial support from CentreLink.  

 

Muslim slaughtermen request special ‘Muslim-only’ prayer rooms, extra prayer breaks and 

extra time-off during Islamic holidays. To compensate for this loss in productivity, extra 

staff must be employed. On top of annual fees, changes to production facilities, staff 

redundancies and loss of productivity, a further ‘per carcass’ Halal fee is charged, which in 

some cases can add up to tens of thousands of dollars per month.  (5) 

 

Further cost inputs from the compounding nature of Halal certification schemes must be 

taken into consideration. Certification fees may also be also charged on farms, suppliers of 

ingredients like sauces and spices, packaging materials, transport and storage providers. 

Unlike with GST, there are no ‘input halal fee’ credits. 

 

It would be naïve to believe that all these extra inputs into production cost do not impact 

on consumer prices. It matters not whether a particular product is certified as the extra cost 

is recovered from the general revenue before tax of the certified ABN entity.  Part is even 

passed on to the tax payer as the ATO accepts religious certification as tax-deductible 

compliance cost. 

 

f. The importance of food certification schemes in relation to export markets. 

Halal certifiers like to claim that their certification schemes would lead to lower prices and 

more job opportunities due to an increased market potential and better access to new 

markets. These certifiers neglect the fact that Australian suppliers have been selling into 

Islamic markets long before the invention of their certification schemes.  

 

When we compare the retail price of different meats from the time before Halal certification 

schemes were invented and today, we see this myth does not stand up to scrutiny. (6)  
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In fact, the extra fees and additional input cost imposed onto Halal certified suppliers are 

more likely to increase prices, both here in Australia and in our export markets.  

 

As pointed out earlier in this submission, once it becomes more widely known that most 

Australian products now come with an ‘Islamic surcharge’, export-orientated businesses 

may suffer boycotts and a PR backlash in non-Islamised markets like China, Japan, Korea, 

Russia, large parts of India, the Philippines, Buddhist Asia, Europe and the Americas.  

Even in Islamic countries the consumer sentiment is often negative when it comes to halal 

certification schemes and the religious bodies that provide them. (2) (4) 

 

Finally, the benefit to Australian export business is routinely overstated. For example 

around 80% of Australian chicken meat today comes from three national suppliers (Baiada, 

Ingham and Turi Food), all three and some of the regional suppliers are halal certified. In 

contrast only 4% of chicken meat goes into export, mainly into non-Islamic markets. (9) 

 

g. The extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers 

There is little information provided to the public by the certifiers, while businesses taking 

out Halal certification are usually required to sign Non-Disclosure Agreements.  

While one commercial certifier has claimed on national TV that his halal certification 

business has made him a millionaire, most Islamic bodies are not public companies and 

rather secretive when it comes to their financial status. Reports of corruption, tax avoidance 

and fierce rivalries between ethnic factions within Islamic organisations has given Halal 

certification a bad name with many consumers, including Muslims. 

 

Reports from Europe and the Americas that moneys paid from Halal certifiers to Islamic 

charities ended up with the Hamas terrorist group and Muslim Brotherhood can only make 

consumers more suspicious. (7)  

 

Likewise, the designation by the governments of the UAE and Israel of prominent Islamic 

charities as financiers of terrorist groups casts a shadow over the interaction of Islamic 
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halal certifiers who often pay their annual zakat to the same Islamic charities, or are linked 

through individuals who serve on both boards.  

 

In this context the exact choice of words by the Australian Crime Commission in relation to 

Islamic charities and the Halal industry funding terrorism should be noted (our emphasis)  

“The task force has identified direct links between serious and organised crime, money laundering and 

terrorism funding. However, the Australian Crime Commission is not aware of any direct links between 

the legitimate halal certification industry and money laundering or the financing of terrorist groups.” (8) 

 

Such links are hardly ever direct. No reasonable Halal certifier would make payments to a 

prescribed Islamic terrorist group. Islamic charities and their network of local front groups 

are the usual conveyors. It remains an undisputable fact that one of the eight possible 

recipients of zakat and sadaqah payments are Muslims who ‘fight in the way of Allah’.  

 

Conclusion 

Our proposal to apply the “User Pays” principle to religious certification would remove the 

concerns most consumers hold. Standardised labelling of products and services from Halal 

certified suppliers at the point of sale adds to transparency and gives concerned consumers 

a fair choice. Ending the discrimination against Australian women and non-Muslims in our 

secular abattoirs must become a priority for politicians from both major parties.  

 

Board members of Q Society of Australia are available for further consultation. The society 

can provide Senators with expert witnesses on Islamic scripture, sharia law and the proper 

interpretation of relevant passages of Koran, Sunna and Hadiths.  

 

Sincerely Yours 

  

Deborah Robinson     Ralf P Schumann 
President     VP National Operations 
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References used in this submission 
 
(1) Section 5.2 of AQIS Meat Notice 2009 / 08 

http://www.agriculture.gov.au/SiteCollectionDocuments/aqis/exporting/meat/meat-
notices/2009/mn2009-08.pdf 
 
(2) The Halal Certification Fiasco  
A Khutbah delivered in 2012 at the Jumuah Mosque by Imam Shaykh Habib Bewley  

http://www.qsociety.org.au/downloads/The%20Halal%20Certification%20Fiasco%20_%20The%2
0Zakat%20Pages.pdf 
 
(3) Islamic Scriptural References 
Koran Sura 2:173 (Al-Baqarah) “He hath forbidden you only carrion, and blood, and swine flesh, and that 
which hath been immolated to any other than Allah. But he who is driven by necessity, neither craving nor 
transgressing, it is no sin for him. Lo! Allah is Forgiving, Merciful.” 
 
Koran Sura 5.5 (Al Ma’idah) “The food of the People of the Book (Jews and Christians) is lawful unto you 
and yours is lawful unto them.”  
 
Hadith narrated by Aisha (Bukhari Volume 3, Book 34, Number 263) “Some people said, "O Allah's 
Apostle! Meat is brought to us by some people and we are not sure whether the name of Allah has been 
mentioned on it or not." Allah's Apostle said "Mention the name of Allah and eat it." 
 
(4) Halal and transparency in Indonesia (Jakarta Post) 
http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2014/03/01/editorial-halal-and-transparency.html 
 
(5) Religious levy costs QLD abattoirs thousands each month (Courier Mail)  
http://www.couriermail.com.au/news/queensland/religious-levy-costs-queensland-abattoirs-
thousands-each-month/story-fnihsrf2-1226743106235 
 
(6) Retail prices for meat in Australia in 2010 dollars (Australian Chicken Meat Federation) 
http://www.chicken.org.au/page.php?id=4 
 
(7) Muslim peak body and Halal certifier gave money to Hamas-linked charity (Toronto Sun) 
http://www.torontosun.com/2015/01/28/canadian-muslim-group-funnelled-300k-to-hamas-
linked-charity-documents 
 
(8) ACC Statement concerning Halal industry  
https://crimecommission.gov.au/media-centre/release/australian-crime-commission-media-
statement/acc-statement-halal-industry 
 
(9) Chicken meat and trade export (Australian Chicken Meat Federation) 

http://www.chicken.org.au/industryprofile/page.php?id=5.3_Exports 
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Sent: Thursday, 30 July 2015 4:45 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal labelling should be mandatory

Dear Senators,

Thank you for conducting an inquiry into food certification schemes.

 I particularly wish to address halal certification and its labelling in Australia.

This is factually an Islamic tax on our food sold in supermarkets, and is used to finance mosques, Islamic
 schools and even to send funds overseas.

There is no such religious tax raised to support Christian, Jewish, or any other religious organisations. There
 may well be an outcry if there were. Why is this tax raised to support Islam?

As regards meat, the animal is sacrificed to Allah according to Islamic ritual. As a Christian I have a problem
 with this. Other Christians feel the same way, as do those who follow the Jewish dietary laws.

Apparently halal meat forms a large proportion of the total meat sold in Australia, but most of it is not labelled
 as such. The same applies to other food products.

I therefore ask that the committee recommend that clear labelling of all halal products be made mandatory in
 Australia.

Yours sincerely,

Moira Kirkwood
,
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Senate Committee on Economics: Third Party 

Certification of Food 

Submission by: 
Australian Christians 
PO Box 258, Croydon Vic 3136 
Prepared by Vickie Janson  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to contribute to the Senate committee on Third Party Certification of Food.  
Australian Christians supports clear labelling of all foods in order that the general public may make 
informed purchasing choices. This submission is in support of improved labelling in the controversial area 
of halal certification in order that the normal expectation of a genuine user pay system can be fulfilled. It is 
clear that in many instances the general public are bearing the burden of certification costs they do not 
support, imposed upon products and services without public disclosure. Clear labelling gives the public 
clear choices.  
An example of inadequate labelling causing growing community concern relates to halal slaughtered meat.  
Australian Christians recognises that both domestic and international markets dictate that some 
slaughterhouses become halal certified to meet this requirement. However halal slaughter is not something 
the majority of Australians require, some object to for various reasons, and therefore many do not wish to 
pay for the certification costs. It is a reasonable expectation that a user-pay system be developed with those 
2% of Australians who might choose halal paying the premium rather than the 98% of Australians, who do 
not require halal and who may in principle object to it, bearing the cost of certification of the 
slaughterhouse.     
Halal slaughtered meat currently floods mainstream butchers and supermarkets unlabelled as such. By way 
of example I was advised by a meat wholesaler that it would be difficult to obtain non-halal slaughtered 
meat in Melbourne although none of the meat in this outlet was labelled ‘halal slaughtered’. Likewise, halal 
slaughtered meat in Australian supermarkets is not labelled as such because once it leaves the halal food 
chain entering mainstream food markets and handlers it is no longer considered halal. As it has been halal 
slaughtered and the slaughterhouse certification is a real cost passed onto consumers many people view 
this as an unnecessary ‘tax’.   
People may be genuinely opposed to halal slaughter for a number of reasons. Those reasons include 
opposition to the method of ritual slaughter, opposition to paying certification costs that are not disclosed, 
opposition to funding religion or inadvertently funding international activities such as terror via mandatory 
zakati payments to Islamic charities. ii  
And there is also opposition to what many see as the unnecessary creation of a parallel legal framework in 
Australia with a halal food chain supporting sharia compliant finance, production and distribution, 
including transportation services and retail sales. In essence, this is seen as a vehicle to further promote 
support for segregation and a separate state concept with networks known to discriminate against non-
Muslims. Eg only Muslim slaughtermen may be employed to guarantee halal slaughter. 



 

 

If 2 % of Australian slaughterhouses were halal or the export industry was representative of trade to those 
nations that require halal then we could say we have a user-pay system. However this is not the case and a 
very disproportionate system exists. Despite Australia’s small Islamic population and less than 5% of 
chicken meat produced in Australia actually being exported (to mostly non-Islamic nations)iii  the vast 
majority of chicken in Australia is currently halal slaughtered. That seems odd to most people. And when a 
KFC outlet finds it necessary to go beyond this and become a ‘halal certified’ premises it now means bacon 
burgers are off the menu for everyone else. That’s not conducive to real social cohesion and tolerance. One 
would think that in a regular public outlet like KFC the nationally advertised menu should be available for 
all and not be limited to halal only. Having a halal section within a local KFC is one thing but making the 
whole premises entirely halal may not send the right message to non-Muslim neighbours about successfully 
sharing public space. It is worth considering that Mecca is a halal space and therefore Muslim only.  Many 
argue that this type of use of public (secular) space is not supporting a multicultural Australia but 
supporting segregation.  
 Whatever the concerns about halal certification,  clearly identifying that meat has been halal slaughtered 
would guarantee  a transparent user pay system enabling people who want or do not want halal 
slaughtered meat or those who do or do not object to it the opportunity of an informed purchasing choice. 
Currently this is not the case with the majority of people funding halal certification unwittingly because 
halal slaughtered meat is not labelled as such once it leaves the halal food chain.  
 It remains clear that in this instance personal choice is limited and certification costs are passed onto 
consumers who do not want the halal certification or the cost of it.  This is seen as an undermining of 
personal freedom; freedom of choice.  
Australian Christians supports clear labelling of halal slaughtered meat, whether it remains in the 
halal food chain or not, to increase transparency and consumer choice.  
With regard to non-meat products that are labelled as halal certified, there is growing community concern 
over the need to certify a number of products that are naturally halal or ‘permissible’ to consume when it is 
self-evident they do not require religious endorsement: things such as bottled glucaid (water and sugar).  
This is seen as merely a revenue raising exercise and unnecessary burden limiting purchasing choices of the 
Muslim community who will be obliged to purchase the halal variety over the uncertified product, like 
honey, which is a naturally ‘permissible’ product. Essentially halal certification is being used as a tool to 
obtain a greater market share and financial gain with the negative impact of controlling unnecessarily the 
purchasing choices of members of the community.  In so doing this may potentially segregate them from the 
rest of the community.  
In this instance, Australian Christians recommends that products be labelled clearly to identify them 
as halal by nature noting certification fees have not been paid. This would reassure those who 
require halal foods and inform them and the public that fees have not been paid to a certifier 
unnecessarily. Certifying naturally halal products should cease.  

 

 
 



 

 

  
 

                                                        
i A Charitable donation, considered as a tax 
 
ii “Terrorism, charities and diasporas” Biersteker & Eckert (eds) 2008 reports that 27 Islamic charities have 
been designated as terror sponsors by the US Treasury Department and are either indicted or designated by 
the Treasury under Executive Act 13224. The Holy Land Foundation court case in the U.S. attests to the 
rampant use of Islamic charities to support terror. These terror charities include “The International Islamic 
Relief Organization”, “Kind Hearts”, “Islamic African Relief Agency”, “The Saudi Red Crescent”, “Care 
International, Inc” and “The Global Relief Foundation”. The U.S. Treasury Department designated the Saudi-
based Union of Good as having ties to terror. The Union of Good is an umbrella group of 53 Islamic charities. 
Jeroen Gunning, in Terrorism, Charities and Diasporas: Contrasting the fundraising practices of Hamas and 
al Qaeda among Muslims in Europe” states: “Al Qaeda has infiltrated one-fifth of all Islamic charities which, 
even if we limit ourselves to the jurisdictions of England and Wales and the Netherlands, would amount to 
some 2,000 charities [based on] ... the rough estimate that there are of the order of 10,000 Islamic charities 
in these two jurisdictions”.    

Additionally, the 2011 Australian Government AIC report “Money laundering and terrorism financing risks to 

Australian non-profit organizations” states on page 11: 

When the cultural and religious drivers of zakat and other funding mechanisms and the ideology behind many of 

the terrorist attacks of the last two decades are factored in, the targeting of Islamic charities was perhaps 

inevitable, even if not always justified. Indeed, it seemed such an obvious conduit that to suggest that such might 

not be the case could be construed by some as counterintuitive. It has been suggested that the obligatory charitable 

donations of zakat represent the largest single source of [charitable] revenue diverted to terrorist groups (Rudner 

2006).  

The 2014 Terrorism financing in Australia report states that: 
“Charities and NPOs may be used to raise funds for groups engaged in foreign conflict and as a cover to transfer 

funds offshore. Funds for legitimate humanitarian aid may also be diverted in Australia, or at their destination, and 

used to support terrorist groups.” 

 http://www.austrac.gov.au/publications/corporate-publications-and-reports/terrorism-financing-australia-2014 

 
iii 
http://www.chicken.org.au/industryprofile/downloads/The_Australian_Chicken_Meat_Industry_An_Indust
ry_in_Profile.pdf 
   
 

http://www.austrac.gov.au/publications/corporate-publications-and-reports/terrorism-financing-australia-2014
http://www.chicken.org.au/industryprofile/downloads/The_Australian_Chicken_Meat_Industry_An_Industry_in_Profile.pdf
http://www.chicken.org.au/industryprofile/downloads/The_Australian_Chicken_Meat_Industry_An_Industry_in_Profile.pdf
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Federal Parliamentary Inquiry into Food Certification 
 
Submission 
 
Dear Federal Parliamentary Inquiry, 
 
I am Coelaic and therefore I purchase food products with the Gluten Free label. These products are 
usually grouped together in the supermarkets or the labelling is easy to see if the products elsewher 
ie  refrigerated areas with Yoghurt or margarine. All the Gluten Free products are more expensive as 
the food must be processed separately to main stream food products. 
 
I don’t mind paying more for my Gluten Free products because it is my choice whether I purchase 
them or not and I wouldn’t expect everyone to have to subsidize my choice of products or my 
dietary requirements. But, I do object to paying for products to be Halal Certificated and there is no 
sign of it on the packaging. 
 
Why are manufacturers and producers paying a Religious Tax or type of Mafia money to the Islam 
Community? If they want to have products certified that maybe okay but let consumers know so 
they can decide whether to buy it or not.  
 
Kind regards, 
Merinda Hewat-Cameron 
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30  July, 2015 
 
 
To the Committee Secretariat 
Senate Standing Committees on Economics 
PO Box 6100 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600 
economics.sen@aph.gov.au 
 
 
Dear Sir/Madam,  
Re: Inquiry into third party certification of food 
 
I would like to make comments in relation to 2 aspects of the above enquiry: 

1. Labeling of Halal-certified food 
2. Labeling concerning the country of origin of food   

 
I have a personal preference to eat non-Halal food & would like to see all food clearly 
labeled as either ‘naturally Halal: non-certified’, ‘naturally Halal: certified’, Non-Halal 
certified, or ‘Halal-certified’, to enable me to make a non-Halal selection. 
 
Under current labeling, the information on the country of origin of food is poor. In 
particular,  ‘Made from local & imported ingredients’ is most uninformative. I’d like to 
see labels containing info on the actual country/countries of origin & their relative 
percentages. 
 
Thank you for your time & interest. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Dr Elvis Seman 
 
 

mailto:economics.sen@aph.gov.au
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Senate Standing Committee on Economics 
PO Box 6100 
Parliament House 
Canberra  ACT  2600 
 
economics.sen@aph.gov.au 
 

Senate Enquiry into Food Certification Schemes 
 

 
We take this opportunity to submit our thoughts on the Islamic Halal Certification schemes. 
 
 

1. Islam does not require a Halal Certification tax 
There is no requirement in Islamic scriptures from the Quran to the Sunnah for a Halal 
Certification tax. From 622 at the time of Mohammed, to the rightly-guided caliphs, to the 
end of the Ottoman Caliphate in 1924, there has never been a Halal Certification tax. 
The Muslim Brotherhood invented this scheme in the late twentieth century as a device for 
raising money for Islam and Jihad. 
 

2. Restrictive labour practices and rising costs through the Supply Chain 
The effect of imposing Islamic strictures on our food supply chain has resulted in restrictive 
labour practices and added costs which the Australian consumer is lumbered with. At the 
abattoir, only Muslim slaughtermen can be employed and Muslims are provided with prayer 
rooms, special washrooms and toilets which adds to the end cost. Now even transport 
drivers are being required to be of Muslim faith and this Halal Certification is impacting 
every step of the Australian Food Supply Chain. Australia is a secular country and no faith 
should be accommodated in the way that Islam is now gifted. 
 

3. Poor labelling and lack of consumer choice 
Once the consumer goes to the supermarket, the choices are poor and misleading. The 
majority of items are now Halal Certified but only a small number are clearly marked. Many 
products have a hidden Halal symbol that is visible only when you open the product, and 
many more have had a Halal Certification tax paid but is not labelled. A growing number of 
Australian consumers object to supporting the Islamic faith and will buy non Halal products 
only. The role of the Australian Government is to protect the 22 million Australians who 
don’t want to support an Islamic Certification tax. Export is only a small component of the 
total and if overseas customers want certification, they should pay for it. 
 

4. High risk of funding terrorism 
It is a fact that the larger Halal Certifiers like ISNA in America, MAC in Canada and UOIF in 
France have been proven to divert funds from Islamic charities to terrorist organizations like 
HAMAS. The Grand Mufti of Australia visited Gaza in December 2012 and met with HAMAS 
leaders, promising material support from the Australian Muslim community. There is an 
unacceptable risk that funds will filter from Islamic charities to terror groups like HAMAS. 
The Australian Government should minimize risk by shutting down the Halal Certification 
schemes. 

mailto:economics.sen@aph.gov.au


Conclusion 
The Islamic Halal Certification schemes are not required by Islamic scripture and the effect 
on the Australian Food Supply chain has been to apply restrictive labour practices and 
increase costs at every step. The Australian consumer is grossly disadvantaged by the 
current labelling standards, given poor options and is treated as inferior to the Muslim 
population. Sharia law should never take precedence in Australia where we treat every 
citizen the same under Australian law. 
Finally, the risk of funding terror is unacceptably high so the Australian Government should 
act to close down the Halal Certification schemes. 
 
 
Thank You 
 
Geoff Dickson 
Rose Dickson 
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From:  
Sent: Thursday, 30 July 2015 5:44 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal Certification

As an Australian resident I am writing to express my concern with halal certification.

I hope that the proposed enquiry will investigate a number of issues that concern me:

The payment of a halal certification fee for products that are automatically halal – such as water.

The lack of labelling to inform consumers that products have been ‘halal certified’ and fees paid
 to Islamic organisations. And the additional cost to consumers for the payment of this fee by
 companies.

The number of Islamic organisations that are collecting fees. There appears to be no regulation!

The use of prayer to ‘Allah’ when animals and chickens are killed. This is an insult to people of
 other faiths and those of no faith and they often have no way of knowing whether this has
 happened.

The indication that  milk, nuts, honey and fish, which are automatically halal, are being ‘halal
 certified’ by Islamic certification groups in exchange for fees.

In conclusion, halal fees are a religious tax being imposed on the population of Australia,
 Muslims making up only a small proportion. Surely this is contravening the laws of our
 country.

Valerie Moore

mailto:/O=AUSGOVPARL/OU=PARLIAMENT1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ECONOMICS
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From: Joel Williams  
Sent: Thursday, 30 July 2015 6:54 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal certification
 
To whom it may concern:
To begin with, this submission has nothing to do with 'race', which is an argument
 that diverts any meaningful and truthful discussion.
1. In my opinion, the basic element of halal slaughter is cruel and barbaric,
2. However, if this practice is part of a religion, then so be it,
3. But, why do those that DO NOT follow this religion have to be subjected to it,
 particularly if one's own religion FORBIDS foods produced under that practice
 (halal). Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists, and Christians like myself who follow the Ten
 Commandments, the first one being "Thou shall not have strange Gods before
 me". The halal slaughter involves the invocation of the Muslim God.
4. Much has been made of the increased 'export potential' of halal certified goods,
 70% of Australian abattoirs are halal practising and yet we have live-exports of
 sheep and cattle. It is extremely difficult to find non-halal meat, so what does the
 MAJORITY of the population do, especially those that are opposed to halal?
5. Halal is supposed to be about sanity, quality and hygiene- Australian goods,
 particularly food, would have the highest standards anywhere in the world, so
 WHY do we need halal-certification? The so-called importers of our goods would
 not even come near to the practices of hygiene and sanity that most Australians
 have, so why is this such a big deal?
6. Much is made about the increase of employment in this country thanks to halal.
 I wonder how Australian slaughtermen at abattoirs feel about having to give up
 their jobs to Muslims, many of these Muslims having been brought in from
 another country.
7. WHY do salt and sanitary napkins have to be halal certified? And Vegemite?
 How many Muslims eat Vegemite, compared with the number of Australians that
 do not approve of halal?
8. There is a proven fact in Canada that halal certification bodies have funded
 terrorism, there seems to be no evidence to that in Australia, but there has not
 been as intensive an enquiry into this, in my opinion.
9. FINALLY, if goods are halal certified, THEN THERE NEEDS TO BE A
 BRANDING OF THIS FACT, so that THE PUBLIC CAN MAKE ITS OWN
 CHOICES. If halal is alleged to concentrate on sanity, quality and hygiene, then
 there is no reason for these IMPORTANT factors to be proclaimed, neither is
 there a need for confidentiality clauses with halal certified manufacturers.
Regards,
J.P.Williams. 
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From:   
Sent: Thursday, 30 July 2015 6:55 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Fw: third party certificate food inquiry
 
 
 

Dear Sir/Madam

 

RE: THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATION FOOD INQUIRY

 

I would like to add my submission to the inquiry regarding third party
 certification of foods. My concern is with HALAL Third Party Food and other
 products certification.

 

TERMS OF REFERENCE OF INQUIRY

 

1. The extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia
 including, but not limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and
 genetically-modified food and general food safety certification schemes;

 So many foods are currently CERTIFIED halal it’s almost impossible to go
 shopping and avoid buying any Halal – C products .   Most products do not
 carry any Halal mark so I shop with the Halalchoices app which takes so long
 and in some instances ie buying butter at aldi is impossible because all brands
 are certified. 

2. Current labeling requirements of food certification schemes;

There doesn't seem to be any labeling guidelines whatsoever.  As you can see
 from the above list the majority of those foods need no certification to make
 them permissible for a Muslim to be able to enjoy them.  It seems to me like
 everything is being CERTIFIED and the fees collected from gullible companies
 are being passed on to us, the consumer.   I can guarentee you the majority



 of Australians especially older Australians have no idea what the word HALAL
 means let alone what HALAL -C means to their hip pocket!

 

Most companies are not labeling their products halal despite having paid for
 the CERTIFICATION so how this is a marketing campaign or beneficial in any
 way in regards to sales is baffling.

 

I am truly astounded that we have this sort of cunning, deceitful rort in
 Australia.    I cannot begin to tell you how absolutely disgusted and ashamed
 of our government I am for allowing this sort of blatant thievery to continue
 and not just this government but the governments before as well who have
 remained gutless and clueless to what is going on around them.

 

3. The need for labeling on products produced by companies that pay
 certification fees;

 

I believe we have absolutely NO NEED to have halal-c foods in Australia.  I
 don't believe we should lower our animal welfare standards to meet a market
 like the middle east where animal welfare is almost non-existent.    We should
 concentrate on producing the best product we can.  I understand when cattle
 and other animals are slaughtered using any of the current two "halal"
 methods the animals stress hormones impact on the quality of the meat.

 

4. Whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian
 consumers to make informed purchasing decisions;

 

Current schemes do not provide enough information for me to make an
 informed choice.  I wish to avoid all halal certified products totally.  I do not
 wish to financially support Islam for not even 1 cent.  It is not my religion and
 its not a religion I support.

 

5. Details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or
 manufacturers, and the potential for these to impact on prices for
 consumers;



Anyone in business always recoups the costs of the goods and business
 through product pricing.  Anyone who says the prices are not passed onto the
 consumer is lying.  A rule of thumb for business is 30% expenses, 30% taxes,
 30% business expansion and 10% for the owner.  Once you understand this
 basic rule of thumb its impossible to see how certification does NOT impact
 prices.

All certification impacts the pricing, we see the heart tick (amongst the
 dearest certificates I hear) which benefits ALL consumers, we know how that
 is suppose to help our health but there are NO health benefits with HALAL.  In
 fact I suspect quite the opposite, I would love to see studies on the impact of
 high levels of stress hormones in meat and the effect on the human glandular
 system. 

 

6. The importance of food certification schemes in relation to export
 market access and returns to producers;

I understand the halal certificate helps export markets but if its at a cost to the
 domestic market I would say concentrate on markets that don't put that
 impost onto our country, our producers and our people.   We produce good
 quality, clean and healthy products if we have to lower our standards to meet
 a market I say we should be asking that market to up their standards or
 concentrate on emerging markets who want our excellent product.

 

7. The extent and adequacy of information available to the public about
 certifiers including, but not limited to, certification processes, fees and
 financial records; and any related matters.

As we can see from submission number 205 from Abdul Ayan where he states
 "

It is fair to say that halal certification, and particularly how certifiers
 practice it, has many deep seated problems. Their audit and supervision as
 well as their service provision are poor. There are also credible reports that
 some engage in corrupt, unethical and improper practices. The system
 allows them to do so and some therefore take full advantage of it. Halal
 certification has been widely described by leading members of the Muslim
 community, aptly in view, as a cash cow whose function is to collect as
 much money as possible in exchange for little or no provision of services
 beyond signing and issuing certificates."

As we can see from that above statement HALAL-C is a cash cow and what



 more proof does this inquiry need to see that as consumers are getting hit
 they are recoiling and spending less.  We refuse to be a cash cow for a
 religion we do not support nor trust. 

In conclusion, I would like to state, it seems HALAL-C is not content with
 fleecing us through our foods, but also through transport, medicines, plastics
 etc etc in fact anything they can possible encourage people to certify they
 will.

It is time for the government to reflect the thinking people of this country and
 go into bat for what is right and what is just.  We can see from the UK and
 their halal situation the push is on for no stunning in any abattoirs, here in
 Australia we have the WA Islamic society stating they oppose stunning.

I oppose all of it.  Along with 80,000 other people on the facebook page
 "boycott Halal".  Not only that but every other Australian that I spoke to have
 never heard of HALAL.  When I explain what it is, they are absolutely
 gobsmacked our government would allow such a thing.

I am also disgusted our government would allow only MALE MUSLIM
 SLAUGHTER-MEN to be hired in the majority of abattoirs.  Does this mean we
 now allow discrimination in the workplace?

I would hope the Inquiry will address all the matters in way that is the best
 outcome for all Australians, I hope they take into account Australia's multi-
faith, multi-race and multi-culture populace and realize that no group should
 be forcing their ideas, beliefs, ideologies and thoughts onto others. 

 

Thank you

 

Bev Shean
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From: Jan Henzell  
Sent: Thursday, 30 July 2015 6:57 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Fw: third party certificate food inquiry

From: 
Sent: Thursday, July 30, 2015 6:24 PM
To: economics.sen@aph.gov.au
Subject: Fw: third party certificate food inquiry

Dear Sir/Madam

RE: THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATION FOOD INQUIRY

I would like to add my submission to the inquiry regarding third party
 certification of foods. My concern is with HALAL Third Party Food and other
 products certification.

TERMS OF REFERENCE OF INQUIRY

1. The extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia
 including, but not limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and
 genetically-modified food and general food safety certification schemes;

 So many foods are currently CERTIFIED halal it’s almost impossible to go
 shopping and avoid buying any Halal – C products .   Most products do not
 carry any Halal mark so I shop with the Halalchoices app which takes so long
 and in some instances ie buying butter at aldi is impossible because all brands
 are certified. 

2. Current labeling requirements of food certification schemes;

mailto:economics.sen@aph.gov.au


There doesn't seem to be any labeling guidelines whatsoever.  As you can see
 from the above list the majority of those foods need no certification to make
 them permissible for a Muslim to be able to enjoy them.  It seems to me like
 everything is being CERTIFIED and the fees collected from gullible companies
 are being passed on to us, the consumer.   I can guarentee you the majority
 of Australians especially older Australians have no idea what the word HALAL
 means let alone what HALAL -C means to their hip pocket!

 

Most companies are not labeling their products halal despite having paid for
 the CERTIFICATION so how this is a marketing campaign or beneficial in any
 way in regards to sales is baffling.

 

I am truly astounded that we have this sort of cunning, deceitful rort in
 Australia.    I cannot begin to tell you how absolutely disgusted and ashamed
 of our government I am for allowing this sort of blatant thievery to continue
 and not just this government but the governments before as well who have
 remained gutless and clueless to what is going on around them.

 

3. The need for labeling on products produced by companies that pay
 certification fees;

 

I believe we have absolutely NO NEED to have halal-c foods in Australia.  I
 don't believe we should lower our animal welfare standards to meet a market
 like the middle east where animal welfare is almost non-existent.    We should
 concentrate on producing the best product we can.  I understand when cattle
 and other animals are slaughtered using any of the current two "halal"
 methods the animals stress hormones impact on the quality of the meat.

 

4. Whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian
 consumers to make informed purchasing decisions;

 

Current schemes do not provide enough information for me to make an
 informed choice.  I wish to avoid all halal certified products totally.  I do not
 wish to financially support Islam for not even 1 cent.  It is not my religion and
 its not a religion I support.



 

5. Details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or
 manufacturers, and the potential for these to impact on prices for
 consumers;

Anyone in business always recoups the costs of the goods and business
 through product pricing.  Anyone who says the prices are not passed onto the
 consumer is lying.  A rule of thumb for business is 30% expenses, 30% taxes,
 30% business expansion and 10% for the owner.  Once you understand this
 basic rule of thumb its impossible to see how certification does NOT impact
 prices.

All certification impacts the pricing, we see the heart tick (amongst the
 dearest certificates I hear) which benefits ALL consumers, we know how that
 is suppose to help our health but there are NO health benefits with HALAL.  In
 fact I suspect quite the opposite, I would love to see studies on the impact of
 high levels of stress hormones in meat and the effect on the human glandular
 system. 

 

6. The importance of food certification schemes in relation to export
 market access and returns to producers;

I understand the halal certificate helps export markets but if its at a cost to the
 domestic market I would say concentrate on markets that don't put that
 impost onto our country, our producers and our people.   We produce good
 quality, clean and healthy products if we have to lower our standards to meet
 a market I say we should be asking that market to up their standards or
 concentrate on emerging markets who want our excellent product.

 

7. The extent and adequacy of information available to the public about
 certifiers including, but not limited to, certification processes, fees and
 financial records; and any related matters.

As we can see from submission number 205 from Abdul Ayan where he states
 "

It is fair to say that halal certification, and particularly how certifiers
 practice it, has many deep seated problems. Their audit and supervision as
 well as their service provision are poor. There are also credible reports that
 some engage in corrupt, unethical and improper practices. The system
 allows them to do so and some therefore take full advantage of it. Halal
 certification has been widely described by leading members of the Muslim



 community, aptly in view, as a cash cow whose function is to collect as
 much money as possible in exchange for little or no provision of services
 beyond signing and issuing certificates."

As we can see from that above statement HALAL-C is a cash cow and what
 more proof does this inquiry need to see that as consumers are getting hit
 they are recoiling and spending less.  We refuse to be a cash cow for a
 religion we do not support nor trust. 

In conclusion, I would like to state, it seems HALAL-C is not content with
 fleecing us through our foods, but also through transport, medicines, plastics
 etc etc in fact anything they can possible encourage people to certify they
 will.

It is time for the government to reflect the thinking people of this country and
 go into bat for what is right and what is just.  We can see from the UK and
 their halal situation the push is on for no stunning in any abattoirs, here in
 Australia we have the WA Islamic society stating they oppose stunning.

I oppose all of it.  Along with 80,000 other people on the facebook page
 "boycott Halal".  Not only that but every other Australian that I spoke to have
 never heard of HALAL.  When I explain what it is, they are absolutely
 gobsmacked our government would allow such a thing.

I am also disgusted our government would allow only MALE MUSLIM
 SLAUGHTER-MEN to be hired in the majority of abattoirs.  Does this mean we
 now allow discrimination in the workplace?

I would hope the Inquiry will address all the matters in way that is the best
 outcome for all Australians, I hope they take into account Australia's multi-
faith, multi-race and multi-culture populace and realize that no group should
 be forcing their ideas, beliefs, ideologies and thoughts onto others. 

 

Thank you

 

Jan Henzell
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From: Mukhtiar Singh  
Sent: Thursday, 30 July 2015 7:04 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Cc: Satwant Singh Calais
Subject: Submission for Third Party Certification Inquiry
 
Dear Sir,
 
We refer to the request for submissions in regards to the Australian Senate's referral of the issue
 of Third Party Certiification of Food to the Economics References Committee for inquiry on 13
 May 2015.
 
Sikh Youth Australia Inc, a registered charitable organisation, submits on behalf of Sikhs in
 Australia that partaking of meal prepared through religious rituals (Halal, etc) violates
 the religious practices as prescribed in the Sikh Code of Conduct as issued by our supreme Sikh
 religious authority Akaal Takht. Attached is a page from the Sikh Code of Conduct (arrowed)
 which states that one of the four transgressions (tabooed practices) is "Eating the meat of an
 animal slaughtered in the Muslim way". As Muslims form a sizeable proportion in the Indian
 population, the reference is to "the Muslim way" as there are not many Jews in Punjab, India, it
 implies that all form of meat slaughtered by religious rituals violates the edict.
 
Our submission is that meat slaughtered in Australia (which is a secular nation) should be free of
 religious rituals. This should not require the use of any food certification schemes by religious
 certifiers.
 
Any certification required for religiously cut meat should be regulated by the Government,
 where there is financial accountability and transparency instead of the current situation
 which raises the suspicion of funds from religious certification being channelled to  bodies with
 unknown precedents. Furthermore, the funds generated from the religion based certification
 should be spent only on betterment of the welfare of animals. 
 
There has to be a choice for Sikhs NOT to eat meat processed by religious rituals.
 
The law should require grocers who sell meat including the major supermarkets to stock meat
 which is NOT slaughtered based on religious practices for Sikhs to eat.
 
We also request that the food should be clearly labelled in the supermarkets, canteens in
 institutions of higher learning  and  at all official State or Government functions where food is
 being served.
 
Best regards,
 
Mukhtiar Singh



Relationship Executive
Sikh Youth Australia Inc.
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Submission to the Senate Committee regarding  
 
 
An inquiry into third party certification of food. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our submission contains comments relating to the terms of reference with particular 
regard to halal certification. P2-8 
 

Appendix 1  sharia laws for permissible and non-permissible food.  P  9,10 
Appendix 2  Halal slaughter laws    

The Reliance of the Traveller;  a classic manual of Islamic Sacred Law.  Shafii Law. P11 
The Hedaya or guide:   A commentary on the Mussulman laws:   Hanafi Laws  p12 

Comments from research on ‘reversible electrical stunning’  p13 



2 
 

We are concerned to comment on Halal only; 
 
a)  The extent of Halal food certification schemes In Australia  
 

• Halal Certification has only become widespread across the Australian food and goods 
industries within the last 20 years. 

• Halal certification is so extensive now that it is difficult to buy a product that does not 
carry a Halal certification label or, on enquiry to the producer, is confirmed as an halal 
certified product  but carries no label to indicate this. 

• Halal certification has been developed as a money-making scheme to support and 
promote Islam.  It is not required under sharia law with the exception of meat products. 

• Halal certification is a religious tax imposed by muslims via agents 
producers/manufacturers on non-muslims. 

• Halal certification across our food and other products insinuates sharia law into our 
everyday life and makes it appear normal.  This is Islamization by stealth. 

• Halal certification is a means to obtain Islamic control of the global economy.   In 2010 
Dr Mustafa Ceric, grand mufti of Bosnia-Herzegovina, Sanjak, Croatia and Slovenia, 
speaking at the global Halal congress in Karachi, Pakistan hosted by the Islamic 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry stated that the halal movement can enable Muslims 
to dominate the global economy (The Daily Mail –Pakistan 11/12/10).  

• It is a religious and moral offence, a forced restriction of purchasing rights and is 
contrary to our free market system that non-Muslims are forced to pay an Islamic 
tax/fee and fund Islam through the unending application of halal certification.  
 

b)  Current labelling requirements of halal food certification schemes 
 

• Currently there is no legal obligation for products that are halal certified to be labelled 
as such. 

• Any labelling which indicates that a product conforms to sharia ie is halal, is a voluntary 
gesture by the producer or processor.  In many cases there is no labeling or, when a 
label is provided, it is normally very small and placed in an obscure and difficult-to-read 
position on the product packaging.   

• Many non-Muslim Australians do not know what the halal symbol means, do not 
recognize the symbol and do not understand its wide–ranging implications. 
 

c)  The need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees. 
 

• Mandatory labelling of all halal certified products is essential for all Australian 
consumers so that they may exercise informed purchasing decisions.   Owing to 
religious, legal (the application of sharia law), and financial concerns and issues 
regarding the humane slaughter of animals,   purchasers must be able to readily 
identify a halal certified product. 

• As there are many different symbols used to signify halal certification of a 
product, we strongly advise that any halal certified product sold in Australia 
should have an Australia wide, readily recognized, single label signifying halal 
certification.   If one halal label is used for all halal products in Australia, then 
consumers will not be confused about which products are halal certified and 
which are not.  Eg the generic heart foundation approved label.    

• The generic halal label should be prominent, highly visible and easy to read. 
• Failure to adequately label food and products as halal is against the Competition and 

Consumer Act 2010 (CCA) (formerly known as the Trade Practices Act 1974) which 
contains a general prohibition against conduct that misleads or deceives or is likely 
to mislead or deceive. 
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• Therefore failing to inform people that your product is halal and fees have been paid to 
an Islamic individual or Islamic group eg a mosque, acting as a halal certifier, is 
misleading and deceptive conduct, particularly when many people feel very strongly 
against consuming halal food and purchasing any halal products. 
(http://australia.gov.au/topics/business-and-industry/consumer-rights, 
Consumer policy, Fair trading, Labelling.)  

• Halal food and products is an expression of Sharia Law, an alternative, and, in many 
cases, incompatible religious legal system which conflicts with much of Australian Law.  

• Halal certification is the imposition of Sharia law onto the majority of the Australian 
consumer public who do not need and are possibly unaware of the implication of Halal 
certification.   

• Halal certification only benefits Muslims, but non-Muslims also have to pay for this 
unnecessary Sharia compliance.   

• Sharia law does not require the Halal certification of most ordinary food or other 
products.  Islamic text and laws provides a small list of foods that Muslims cannot 
eat.  Sharia law does not require any other food to be designated as Halal and any 
such requirement is regarded as ‘blameworthy extremism.’  (See Appendix  1 for 
food laws from the ‘Reliance of the Traveller, a classic manual of Islamic sacred 
law’). 

• Halal foods can be offensive to members of other faiths and may actually contradict the 
religious practices and constraints of other religions.  For example, this applies to 
practicing Christians who are warned about consuming food dedicated to idols.   Sikhs, 
Hindus, Buddhists etc may also be similarly affected.  Atheists and Agnostics would also 
rightly object to having religious law imposed on them.  

 
C1)  The Sharia compliant slaughter of animals is extremely problematic. 
• The Sharia slaughter of animals whose products are then used in food is unacceptable to 

many consumers who are concerned with animal cruelty and animal welfare.   
• Concerned consumers are unable to avoid purchasing products that involve the Sharia 

method of slaughter if the products are not labelled. (see Appendix 2 for the legal 
requirements of halal slaughter, comments by muslim observers on halal 
slaughter) 

• Any animal killed in compliance with Sharia law, whether regarded as halal or not, must 
be labelled as ‘Islamic kill’ or ‘sharia compliant slaughter’ right to the end consumer.  

• The entire process of sharia slaughter must be under the control of male Muslims – eg 
slaughtermen, certifiers on the killing floor and inspectors, making this a gender and 
religious ‘closed shop.’  Muslim slaughtermen are often brought in from overseas which 
removes job opportunities for local people.   The imported slaughtermen receive limited 
training which makes importing this labour a dubious practice. 

• Islamic prayers are said over the animal and it is dedicated to allah.   
• These practices impose Islamic religious rituals which are contrary to the beliefs and 

practices of people of other faiths and those of no faith.   This imposition is in direct 
conflict with UN Human rights article 18 which requires signatory countries to ensure 
freedom of religion without the imposition of any religion over others. 

• Formerly in Australia, all animals had to be effectively and irreversibly stunned 
(unconscious) before slaughter.  Sharia compliant slaughter, even with stunning, only 
accepts REVERSIBLE electrical stunning so the animal can and DOES regain 
consciousness quite quickly.  
Now some abattoirs have been allowed to carry out religious slaughter without prior 
stunning or even post stunning (it’s too late then as the animal has already greatly 
suffered).   

• A special arrangement with the Australian Quarantine and Inspection Service has 
allowed Midfield Meats of Warrnambool to kill animals without stunning for halal 

http://australia.gov.au/topics/business-and-industry/consumer-rights
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markets. Three Victorian domestic abattoirs also have approval to slaughter without 
stunning from Primesafe, the state regulatory body (Edwards 2007-.  ‘Non-stun killing 
hurts industry: halal exporter’  The Age. - August 13, 2007) 
 

A letter sent to K. Rudd in November 2009 from the ‘Barristers Animal Welfare Panel’ notes that 
four (4) abattoirs continue to kill without stunning and notes the APIMC decision of 6 
November to permit ritual slaughter of conscious sheep without pre-stunning to continue 
despite two reports commissioned by the Federal Department of Agriculture, the Adams-
Sheridan Report (references 2008) and the Hemsworth Report, which showed that animals 
suffered unnecessary pain, panic and terror.   Their findings are consistent with the 2004 
review by the European Food Safety Authority, which reviewed all science on the question. 
(McEwen, Graeme;  Barristers Animal Welfare Panel  Re letter to Kevin Rudd;  ‘APIMC decision 
of 6 November to permit ritual slaughter of conscious sheep without pre-stunning’ 
www.bawp.org.au/.../21/FINAL%20LETTER%20RUDD%20131109.doc) 
 
The Adams, Sheridan report (2008) commissioned by the Federal Government on the risks to 
livestock from slaughter without stunning notes –pain and terror come from the physical 
restraint needed to expose the neck for long enough to be cut, the pain of the incision, the stress 
of bloodloss...There are various types of pain and the unstunned animal has a chance to 
experience them.   As for bloodloss, the body attempts to prevent this so it takes time for 
an animal to become unconscious through bloodloss and the body is in distress and pain 
during this time.  The animal cannot escape leading to panic and terror.  Slow times to onset of 
unconsciousness were reported in cattle.... (Adams, David. B and Allan D. Sheridan.  ‘Specifying 
risks to Animal welfare Associated with Livestock Slaughter without Induced  Insensibility.   
2008 http://www.daff.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0019/1370332/animal-welfare-livestock-
slaughter.pdf) 
 
Australia should be known for its HUMANE slaughter of animals – ie irreversible stunning 
prior to slaughter. 

 
• Meat from animals killed according to Sharia Law may become contaminated and be no 

longer regarded as Halal by Muslims.  For example: if the meat is transported in a 
vehicle which is not halal certified or, if there is contamination by prohibited products 
eg. pork or alcohol in the passage from the slaughter house to the end consumer.  
Despite the fact that the product would no longer be regarded as Halal by Muslims and 
would not carry a halal label, the animal was slaughtered according to Islamic religious 
rituals and this is important for other consumers.  It is the process of slaughter that is 
most objectionable and offensive to non-Muslims. 
 
Hence we need mandatory labelling that the meat has been slaughtered according to 
Sharia Law right to the end consumer so the concerned consumer can choose not to 
purchase such meat. 
 

d)  Whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to 
make informed purchasing decisions  
 

• Currently there is insufficient information for consumers to be aware that an Islamic 
religious fee has been imposed on food and other products to cover certification that 
they comply with sharia law.   Buddhists, Christians, Hindus, Sikhs, Zoroastrians, 
atheists etc do not ‘certify’ that food and other products are OK for them to eat and 
charge manufacturers ‘certification’ fees.    

• If there is no halal label, there is no information on which the consumer can make a 
decision at all.  If the consumer tries to obtain information either from halal certifiers or 
from producers/manufacturers regarding halal certification, the usual response is that 

http://www.bawp.org.au/.../21/FINAL%20LETTER%20RUDD%20131109.doc
http://www.daff.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0019/1370332/animal-welfare-livestock-slaughter.pdf
http://www.daff.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0019/1370332/animal-welfare-livestock-slaughter.pdf
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no information will be provided at all and the excuse of commercial confidentiality is 
used.   The consumer apparently has no right to accurate information regarding the 
product. 

 
e)  Details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers and 
the potential for these to impact on prices for consumers.  
 

• It would be naïve to believe that a company that pays a halal certifier does not pass on 
this cost to the end purchaser. This cost is bound to be passed on to the end consumer as 
businesses would not ordinarily absorb production/marketing costs themselves.   While 
the added cost per item (considering only the certification fee, not other sharia related 
costs that add further to the price but are never accounted for) may be small, the total 
cost across virtually everything that is now certified halal is a huge cost for consumers 
and of no benefit to the majority non-Muslim consumer at all.  It is an imposed increased 
cost to all non-Muslims.   

• It is very hard to find non-halal products leaving consumers with no choice but forced 
compliance. 

• Paying for certification is only a fraction of the true cost of halal certification because   
Sharia law controls all facets of life.  Sharia compliance can require  a Muslim only 
workforce eg on the slaughter floor which contradicts Australian Law,  prayer rooms, 
prayer time, separate toilets for Muslims, different food in the canteen which must be 
kept separate from non-halal foods, specialized cleaning of machinery if it is also used 
for non-halal products. Such specialized cleaning must be carried out with non-alcohol-
based products putting food safety at risk.  Non-muslim staff must be trained to respect 
muslim sensibilities and alter their habits and eating behaviours so muslims aren’t 
offended (though the reverse never seems to occur). Islamic discriminatory practices 
with regard to women or non-Muslims are put into practice eg women/non-Muslims are 
not allowed on the halal slaughter floor.  Businesses may be coerced into hiring a 
Muslim Sharia adviser to educate the business and possibly they may need to comply 
with ‘Sharia finance.’   Transportation vehicles may also need to be halal certified or they 
cannot be used.  If vehicles are halal certified it should be mandatory that they carry a 
certification label visible to the public.  

• Sharia compliance can go right to the primary producer who may need to pay for a halal 
certificate for the farm before they can sell their produce into the halal  market.  It is 
possible that all ingredients that go into the production of animal feed used on the farm 
may require halal certification.  Similarly to obtain halal certification for a food product,  
all ingredients going into the product may require halal certification and the number of 
ingredients can be large (some dog and cat food is halal certified)  

• For example the halal makeup advertised below has the ingredients separately certified 
as halal. (Note Haram means forbidden) 

  
‘A certified Halal product means that the product is produced using no haram products or 
alcohol (including fluids used to clean equipment) in the manufacturing process. 
Testing is done to ensure that there are no pork or animal bi products used in the process. 
X  is dedicated to developing products that only use the finest purest Halal certified 
ingredients.’.... 
“We do not simply claim to be Halal, we are certified Halal by a 3rd party certification 
body that confirms our products are suitable for Muslims to use”, claims Layla..... 
In Islam, as she says, it is forbidden to use beauty products that contain questionable 
ingredients, since a Muslim must be clean and pure before he or she prays. Haram 
ingredients, she says, if [they] are on your body, your prayers will not be accepted...... 
‘Ms. Mandi, proud for setting a new standard in Halal certified beauty, hopes to educate 
people on (the) grounds of using Halal products so the consumer now has a choice 
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whether or not they want to RISK using Haram ingredients on their bodies.’   
(Muhammad, Zara.    Redefining beauty care products for Muslims  2010-03-29 
http://www.newzglobe.com/article/20100329/redefining-beauty-care-products-
muslims) 
  
Hence a halal chain is created and pressure for sharia compliance is applied right 
from the primary producer to the producer of the final product with halal 
certification fees all along the line.   Once this system is in place, for a business to 
continue to be halal certified it may need to prove that only halal certified 
products or ingredients are used and this need for endless certification will 
extend and expand in all directions. 
 

• The end result may be Islamic control of the whole production process and control of 
the workforce.   This could result in employment problems for non-Muslims, particularly 
in the food industry, and put businesses at risk if they do not comply with halal 
certification. 

• Indeed if muslims want ‘halal’ food and products, they should pay to have it produced in 
a special ‘run’ for them.   We should not be paying for their claimed religious 
requirements.    There should be a user pays system. 

• Owing to commercial secrecy issues imposed by the halal certifier and their partner 
businesses, the public cannot get a factual idea of the cost of the halal certificate (and 
associated costs of sharia compliance) to the business. What is needed is a government 
mandated transparency in all halal certification arrangements and a true assessment of 
the real costs involved now and in the future as Islamic demands for more sharia 
compliance grow and infiltrate all areas of the business. 

 
f)  The importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and 
returns to producers. 
 

• As halal certification on virtually everything is now required, how did Australia sell its 
products to majority muslim countries in past decades?   Why is halal certification now 
required?  

• Different Islamic countries accept different certifiers.   Therefore a company may need 
to purchase multiple halal certifications to sell into a variety of majority muslim 
countries.  This can lead to corruption ie a country may state that the business must use 
this or that certifier to sell to them eg Indonesia where the certifier is the ‘Indonesian 
Council of Ulama’ (MUI) which forces meat processors who export to Indonesia to pay 
this certifier and none other.    Indonesia banned meat from one Australian group 
because they used a different halal certifier.    Saudi Arabia also demands the use of 
certain halal certifiers if a business wishes to sell into Saudi Arabia. (note 
http://billmuehlenberg.com/2014/09/02/halal-certification-follow-the-money/)   

• Businesses can lose their certification at any time if they fail to comply with further 
Islamic demands from inside or outside Australia. This creates instability in the market 
and uncertainty for business and is not a free market system.   

• This results in the external control of our manufacturers and food producers by Islamic 
countries. It leaves the determination of market access for Australian businesses up to 
the whim of a particular importing Islamic country. Producers basically surrender their 
freedom to sell to whomever they like in an open market and are trapped under the 
requirement to satisfy the demands of each particular Islamic country.   This is 
dangerous as businesses become dependent on a limited Islamic market and make 
themselves vulnerable to absolute Islamic control to keep their certification and its 
associated Islamic export market.    

 

http://www.newzglobe.com/article/20100329/redefining-beauty-care-products-muslims
http://www.newzglobe.com/article/20100329/redefining-beauty-care-products-muslims
http://billmuehlenberg.com/2014/09/02/halal-certification-follow-the-money/
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• Most of the world is not muslim, so Australia should concentrate on finding new 
markets where halal certification is not wanted and may even be unfavourably 
regarded.  Many countries would be happy to receive our meat if it was humanely killed 
rather than slaughtered according to sharia  eg Japan, Korea, Shri Lanka (has banned 
halal certification). 
 

• Perhaps our businesses have failed to note the instability and economic failure of 
virtually all Islamic countries despite oil, and the very high cost of food as a percentage 
(%) of income ie citizens in Egypt, Tunisia, Pakistan may pay 3-5 times what we pay as a 
percentage (%) of income.   Perhaps the citizens of such countries would happily buy 
any cheaper food, halal or not. 

• The halal certification market is a recently created false and opportunistic market 
attracting billions of dollars principally for certain Islamic groups.   
 

g)  The extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers 
including, but not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records and any 
related matters. 
 

• The system seems completely unregulated and certainly not transparent.    
• Who verifies the financial records of halal certifiers? 
• Most of the symbols of halal certification are in Arabic and not intelligible to the 

Australian public. 
• It is virtually impossible to discern the certifying agent from the halal symbols in current 

use.  This makes it impossible to communicate with the certifying agent which in some 
cases is a mosque.  While some certifiers may have web sites this does not mean that the 
information (certification fees per company per year, companies that have been 
certified, and the halal certification process) which is of interest to the public is 
displayed.  Nothing is explained regarding whether certification is renewable and what 
time span is covered or whether certification is paid per product line or for the whole 
factory etc. 

• The halal certifiers market in Australia needs to be far more closely regulated with the 
number of certifiers reduced considerably.  All certifiers must reach certain standards, 
be licensed and need to apply to have their license renewed regularly.   Any hint of 
corruption or misuse of certification fees would mean automatic loss of the certifying 
license.  All certifiers must submit full financial records for an annual audit by a 
disinterested auditor. 

• Some of the limited information available to the public has linked halal certifiers with 
illegal activities. 

Halal certifiers have been linked with drug trafficking, and funding terrorism.   60% of the halal 
business in France is under the control of the Muslim Brotherhood (Hurd, Dale.  ‘Muslim Halal 
Food Sales Supporting Terrorism?’  CBN News Sr. Reporter  Sunday, January 09, 2011   
http://www.cbn.com/cbnnews/world/2011/January/Muslim-Halal-Food-Sales-Supporting-
Terrorism/)  Hurd also notes the destruction of our secular western society via the imposition 
of this religious tax)  Many others also note the link with terrorist organisations eg 
http://billmuehlenberg.com/2014/09/02/halal-certification-follow-the-money/ 

An article by Pickering (who is a little unclear on sharia slaughter -see laws Appendix 2) notes 
that Islam’s text and laws do not call for ‘halal certification’   
(https://pickeringpost.com/story/the-truth-about-halal-certification/4559)  Pickering 
reports that money goes to terror groups via sham charities eg Al Imdaad charity and 
reports one halal certifier, the WA Islamic council,  has donated money to Syria via this 

http://www.cbn.com/cbnnews/world/2011/January/Muslim-Halal-Food-Sales-Supporting-Terrorism/
http://www.cbn.com/cbnnews/world/2011/January/Muslim-Halal-Food-Sales-Supporting-Terrorism/
https://pickeringpost.com/story/the-truth-about-halal-certification/4559
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sham charity and that its president ‘Dr’ Rateb Jneid was apprehended in a large raid on 
an illegal methylamphetamine ring.   
(http://pickeringpost.com/story/shocking-evidence-shows-halal-fees-go-to-
syria/4062   26/7/15). 
 
Money obtained through halal certification schemes is used to fund Islam in Australia ie to 
provide funds to influence politicians, councils, universities, media, and other institutions, to 
produce Islamic propaganda or to build mosques, prayer halls and Islamic schools throughout 
Australia.  This is of no benefit (and many would say a threat) to the ordinary non-Muslim 
Australian yet we are forced to pay for it because halal certification is applied over virtually all 
food and many other products.  Hence we fund Islam whether we want to or not via the 
imposition of halal certification and the lack of alternatives.    
 
In summary;  
For the consumer to make a choice not to fund Islam and not pay an Islamic fee, mandatory 
labelling is required on everything that is halal certified or killed according to sharia, so 
we can at least choose not to buy. 
The halal/sharia kill label must be in English and prominently displayed on the product stating 
it complies to sharia and fees go to an Islamic organisation.   Ideally, halal certification should be 
stopped. 
 
We request that our names be withheld for safety reasons. 
 

  

  
  

  

http://pickeringpost.com/story/shocking-evidence-shows-halal-fees-go-to-syria/4062
http://pickeringpost.com/story/shocking-evidence-shows-halal-fees-go-to-syria/4062


9 
 

 
Appendix 1  sharia laws for permissible and non-permissible food. 

For ordinary Food --  Islamic law gives a clear list of what must be avoided – 
From Reliance of the Traveller:  A classic manual of Islamic sacred law.   In Arabic with facing 
English Text, commentary and appendices edited and translated by Nuh Ha Mim Keller  Al-
Misri, Ahmad ibn Naqib;  Amana publications  Maryland USA 1994. 
 
Law J 16.1 p361   In the case of meat, it only becomes permissible if you are certain that it has 
been slaughtered according to sharia  .. 
 
‘ The case of meat is exceptional in this, since most other foods are initially permissible, 
and one assumes they remain so unless one is CERTAIN  something has occurred which 
has made them unlawful. 
‘In cases of doubt, only likely possibilities are taken into consideration ....As for remote 
possibilities, taking them into consideration only leads to BLAMEWORTHY EXTREMISM 
and departure from how the early Muslims were, for the prophet was given some cheese 
and a cloak (by non-Muslims) and he ate the one and wore the other WITHOUT 
considering whether they might have mixed the former with PORK, or whether the wool 
came from a slaughtered or unslaughtered animal.   Were one to take such possibilities 
into consideration, one would NOT find anything lawful on the face of the earth. 
This is why our colleagues say  “complete certainty that something is lawful is only 
conceivable about rainwater falling from the sky into one’s hand.” 
 
 (Ie EAT what you like as it’s impossible to be certain it is ‘lawful’ and carrying on about it 
is BLAMEWORTHY EXTREMISM) 
 
Law J 16.2   p 362  It is permissible to eat the oryx, zebra, hyena, fox, rabbit, porcupine, 
daman (a Syrian rock badger), deer, ostrich or horse. 
 
Law J 16.3   p 362  It is unlawful to eat – 
1)  (Pork products) 
2)  cats or disgusting small animals that walk on the ground such as ants, flies and the 
like (...the jerboa, locust and hedgehog ....are recognised as wholesome and pure) 
3)  predatory animals that prey with fangs or tusks ...lion, leopard, wolf, bear, simians, 
and so forth (including the elephant and weasel) 
4)  those that hunt with talons... falcon,  hawk,  kite, crow-except for the barnyard crow 
which may be eaten. 
5)  or the offspring of an animal permissible to eat and one not permissible to eat such as 
the mule (a cross between one eaten, the horse and one not eaten, the donkey) 
 
Law J 16.4  p 363  It is permissible to eat any aquatic game except frogs and crocodiles. 
Law J 16.5   It is unlawful to eat anything harmful such as poison, glass or earth. 
Law J 16.6 It is unlawful to eat anything impure (def e 14.1 p95, 96). ..It is unlawful to eat 
substances which are pure but generally considered repulsive, such as saliva or sperm. 
 
Impure products/filth are defined in law e14.1 – urine, excrement, blood, pus, vomit, wine, dogs, 
pigs, white vaginal fluid (madhy) or discharge after urinating (wady), slaughtered but illegal 
animals, unslaughtered dead animals  (see allowed ones in laws above), hair... 
 
Law J 16.7  [you can only eat an ‘unslaughtered’ dead animal if forced to do so] 
Meat slaughter has a set of its own rules.. (see Appendix 2) 
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Clearly a)  there is a list of permissible and forbidden food which any Muslim, incapable of 
deciding what they can eat for themselves, can carry in their pocket for ready reference during 
food purchasing. 
b)  Non-meat food  is permissible unless you are absolutely certain that it is not –ie eat and 
don’t worry about it!  No ‘halal certification’ is needed. 
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Appendix 2  Halal slaughter laws    
Two sets of laws will be referenced.   Shafii laws from the Reliance of the Traveller (cited above) 
and Laws from the Hedaya. 
1)  Reliance of the Traveller. 
Note:  In Reliance of the Traveller,  Shafii sharia law requires only the windpipe and gullet to be 
cut—this would leave the animal to die slowly as air could still enter the lungs via the cut 
windpipe, the heart is still beating and the blood still circulating ...  
 
Law J 17.3 p 364.   It is permissible to slaughter with anything that has a cutting edge; but 
not a tooth, bone or claw whether human or otherwise or attached to the body or not. 
 
Law J 14.4 P 364   The necessary condition for slaughtering any animal which is within 
one’s capacity to slaughter is to cut both the windpipe and gullet..  
It is NOT necessary for the validity of slaughtering to cut the carotid arteries, which are 
the two blood vessels on the sides of the neck encompassing the windpipe.  
If the slaughterer neglects to cut any part of either the windpipe or the gullet and the 
animal dies, it is considered an unslaughtered dead animal, as is an animal with nothing 
but purely reflexive movement left when one finishes cutting a part of the windpipe or 
gullet previously missed..... 
 
 (Our comment) True Muslims don’t allow stunning even after the throat is cut as the animal 
must be conscious and clearly alive (with better than reflexive movement) or it is considered 
‘unslaughtered’ and hence unlawful to eat!!  If more than one cut is required, the animal must 
still be ALIVE at the end of the cuts to be permissible to eat!!! 
 
Law J 17.5 p 365     notes turning the animal to the qibla, saying allah’s and Mohammad’s name, 
sharpening the knife and cutting quickly and recommends cutting the large blood vessels. 
 
Law J 17.6 p 365   It is recommended to slaughter camels by thrusting the knife  (O: into 
the hollow at the base of the neck [A: between the two collarbones] above the chest so 
that one severs them ([A: the windpipe and gullet] in this concavity, since it is easier than 
cutting the throat, for it speeds the exit of the spirit from the body by bypassing the 
length of the neck, being the preferable way to slaughter any animal with a long neck, 
such as a  DUCK, GOOSE, OSTRICH or GIRAFFE) with the camel left standing, one foreleg 
bound up.  
 
(Our comment – having seen this carried out on video, the camel is left standing, blood spurting 
from its chest as it hobbles and staggers.  Finally it collapses to the ground where it writhes for 
some time before becoming unconscious) 
 
Law J 17.7 p366     It is recommended to slaughter other than camels (O: such as cattle, sheep, 
goats, or horses [A: by drawing the knife] across the throat at the top of the neck after laying 
them on their left side. (O: slaughtering them this way is only called for to easily enable the 
slaughterer to hold the knife in his right hand and the animals head with his left.  It is also 
sunna for the animal’s legs to be bound, except the right hind leg, so the animal will not jerk 
during slaughtering and cause the slaughterer to miss his mark.  The right hind leg is left free in 
order to pacify the animal by giving it something to move)  
O:  excerpt from commentary by Sheik ‘Umar Barakat        A:  comment by sheikh ‘abd al-Wakil 
Durubi 
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There is only slight variation in the Hedaya or Hanafi sharia laws with a few differences in 
‘allowed animals.’ 
2)  Hedaya: (Hanafi sharia law) 
Hedaya or guide:   A commentary on the Mussulman laws:   Translated by order of the 
Governor-General and Council of Bengal   by Charles Hamilton:   Vol IV.  (1791)  London.  
Printed by T.  Bensley.  (this is a reprint of the original) 
 
The laws note that Mohammad said ‘spill the blood with whatever thing it may please thee’ 
(Hedaya v4 p 69) and that the object of the slaughter is the ‘effusion of the blood.’’(p 70).    
Many hadith write of the spilling of blood as important. 
 
The animal is lawful where three of the four vessels are cut  ---- the windpipe and gullet 
should be cut and one of the two blood vessels because as the effusion of the blood is the 
design of cutting the blood vessels, one of them may serve as substitute for the other  but 
as the gullet and the windpipe on the contrary answer two different purposes....it is 
requisite therefore that they both be cut. 
Haneefa’s (Hanafi) view is that  “the majority represents the whole in many rules of law ;  
and when 3 of the 4 vessels are cut, the majority is cut.......If therefore to avoid giving 
additional pain, only 3 vessels are cut, it is sufficient. 
 
P 71 does allow as ‘lawful’ cutting the animal in the back of the neck then cutting its 
vessels as long as the animal is alive when the vessels are cut even though the pain is 
increased!! 
Wild animals can be slaughtered and the blood made to flow by wounding rather than 
cutting the vessels and they are lawful to eat. 
 
P 72 says camels must be speared in the throat and also allows this for goat and oxen 
although contrary to the sunna. 
 
Animals killed by a Jew or Christian may be acceptable if they carry out the process according to 
Islamic dictates including the ‘invocation’ in the name of allah??  If the wrong invocation is said the 
animal is NOT lawful (Hedaya V 4 P 67).*****   
 
Clearly Islamic slaughter requires Muslim slaughtermen as no true Jew or Christian would chant 
invocations to allah. 
For beef, halal slaughter is particularly sadistic as they have a blood supply to the head 
going through the back of the neck so cutting the throat still leaves a conscious animal, 
alive for some time even if BOTH neck blood-vessels are cut! 
 
The Islamic Coordinating Council of Victoria (I.C.C.V.) website 
http://www.iccv.com.au/about.htm has details about the slaughtering process and 
requirements for abattoirs under the Halal Meat tab.  
The name of Allah should be mentioned while slaughtering the animal in the following way:  
Bismillah, Allahu Akbar. 
Stunning of stock may be carried out prior to slaughter so long as the animal’s heart continues 
to beat after stunning. It is necessary that all animals receive a head-only stun. The animal 
must be able to regain consciousness if need be, before the Halal cut is made. Stunning 
parameters should be as follows: Between 0.5 and 0.9 amps for 3 seconds and with the Halal cut 
to be made within six seconds after stunning.  
Processing of carcasses may not commence until the animal is completely dead. This is 
approximately 3-4 minutes after the slaughter.    
  

http://www.iccv.com.au/about.htm
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Comments from research on ‘reversible electrical stunning’ 

Even with stunning by electrical means (reversible stunning) used in halal killing the 
process remains barbaric- 
From the Adams/Sheridan report we get this – ‘reversible stunning is not in itself sufficient to 
lead to death of the animal.   All stunning must be inextricably linked to the performance of 
slaughter using a reliable and fast means of exsanguination.’( p XIV) 
 
Translated this means you better hope the animal has bled enough to become 
unconscious before it wakes up from the reversible stunning.   Some animals may be 
‘conscious’ but immobilised... 
 
From the Muslim chatroom- ‘Abdullahnana’(15/2/2010)  there is a report by 2 American 
Muslim ‘scholars’ who toured Australia’s halal slaughter houses  at the end of 2009.  They note 
that – 
 ‘Yes, the act of stunning is reprehensible and should be avoided as much as possible. One 
should refer to the fatwas and articles on stunning for more information.’…. 
 
 ‘Slaughterers are authorized to remove animals from the line which did not bleed properly, were 
not stunned properly, or were not cut properly. They will mark them with a special tag and inform 
the plant manager to process the animal separately. There are strict measures in place to keep these 
animals completely separate from the regular halal animals. These carcasses are not labelled as 
halal and not exported to halal markets 

The main concern is whether the animal remains alive after this method of stunning. The 
two scholars have conducted research on electric stunning for sheep....... They even 
requested that a sheep be stunned with the electric stunner and removed from the line in 
order to give it time to regain consciousness. The animal did regain consciousness within a 
few seconds.  

A pneumatic stunner or mushroom stunner is used for beef. This is also a non-lethal type of 
stunning in which the device does not penetrate the brain of the animal. The beef plants 
have measures in place to reject those animals whose skulls are damaged or cracked from 
the stunner. This type of stunning also will not cause the death of the animal and will not 
affect the halal status of the meat.’ 

Abdullahnana   Halal Meat Criteria in Austalia?    Australian halal meat Report:  Report by 2 
Muslim ‘scholars’ (Mufti Abdullah Nana of California and Mufti Ikramul Haq of Rhode Island)  
who visited over 10 halal slaughterhouses and halal certifiers in Australia at the end of 2009 to 
check if Australian practices made the meat suitable for Muslims.  
http://www.sunniforum.com/forum/archive/index.php/t-54639.html 
 

http://www.sunniforum.com/forum/showthread.php?54639-Halal-Meat-Criteria-in-Austalia&s=d9b1d65d4412a73c04e19721dbd03e00
http://www.sunniforum.com/forum/archive/index.php/t-54639.html
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23rd July 2015

 

 

Dear Sir/Madam

 

RE: THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATION FOOD INQUIRY

 

I would like to add my submission to the inquiry regarding third party certification of foods. 
My concern is with HALAL Third Party Food and other products certification.

 

TERMS OF REFERENCE OF INQUIRY

 

1. The extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not 
limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and 
general food safety certification schemes;

 So many foods are currently CERTIFIED halal it’s almost impossible to go shopping and 
avoid buying any Halal – C products .   Most products do not carry any Halal mark so I shop 
with the Halalchoices app which takes so long and in some instances ie buying butter at aldi 
is impossible because all brands are certified.  

  

2. Current labeling requirements of food certification schemes;

 There doesn't seem to be any labeling guidelines whatsoever.  As you can see from the above 
list the majority of those foods need no certification to make them permissible for a Muslim 
to be able to enjoy them.  It seems to me like everything is being CERTIFIED and the fees 
collected from gullible companies are being passed on to us, the consumer.   I can guarentee 
you the majority of Australians especially older Australians have no idea what the word 
HALAL means let alone what HALAL -C means to their hip pocket!

 



Most companies are not labeling their products halal despite having paid for the 
CERTIFICATION so how this is a marketing campaign or beneficial in any way in regards to 
sales is baffling.

 

I am truly astounded that we have this sort of cunning, deceitful rort in Australia.    I cannot 
begin to tell you how absolutely disgusted and ashamed of our government I am for allowing 
this sort of blatant thievery to continue and not just this government but the governments 
before as well who have remained gutless and clueless to what is going on around them.

 

3. The need for labeling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees;

 

I believe we have absolutely NO NEED to have halal-c foods in Australia.  I don't believe we 
should lower our animal welfare standards to meet a market like the middle east where 
animal welfare is almost non existent.    We should concentrate on producing the best product 
we can.  I understand when cattle and other animals are slaughtered using any of the current 
two "halal" methods the animals stress hormones impact on the quality of the meat. 

 

4. Whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to 
make informed purchasing decisions;

 

Current schemes do not provide enough information for me to make an informed choice.  I 
wish to avoid all halal certified products totally.  I do not wish to financially support Islam for 
not even 1 cent.  It is not my religion and its not a religion I support.

 

5. Details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, 
and the potential for these to impact on prices for consumers;

Anyone in business always recoups the costs of the goods and business through product 
pricing.  Anyone who says the prices are not passed onto the consumer is lying.  A rule of 
thumb for business is 30% expenses, 30% taxes, 30% business expansion and 10% for the 
owner.  Once you understand this basic rule of thumb its impossible to see how certification 
does NOT impact prices.

All certification impacts the pricing, we see the heart tick (amongst the dearest certificates I 
hear) which benefits ALL consumers, we know how that is suppose to help our health but 
there are NO health benefits with HALAL.  In fact I suspect quite the opposite, I would love 
to see studies on the impact of high levels of stress hormones in meat and the effect on the 
human glandular system.  



 

6. The importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and 
returns to producers;

I understand the halal certificate helps export markets but if its at a cost to the domestic 
market I would say concentrate on markets that don't put that impost onto our country, our 
producers and our people.   We produce good quality, clean and healthy products if we have 
to lower our standards to meet a market I say we should be asking that market to up their 
standards or concentrate on emerging markets who want our excellent product.

 

7. The extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers 
including, but not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any 
related matters.

 

As we can see from submission number 205 from Abdul Ayan where he states "

It is fair to say that halal certification, and particularly how certifiers practice

it, has many deep seated problems. Their audit and supervision as well as their service 
provision are poor. There are also credible reports that some engage in corrupt, 
unethical and improper practices. The system allows them to do so and some therefore 
take full advantage of it. Halal certification has been widely described by leading

members of the Muslim community, aptly in view, as a cash cow whose function is to 
collect as much

money as possible in exchange for little or no provision of services beyond signing and 
issuing

certificates."

As we can see from that above statement HALAL-C is a cash cow and we are the suckered 
cows. 

 

In conclusion, I would like to state, it seems HALAL-C is not content with fleecing us 
through our foods, but also through transport, medicines, plastics etc etc in fact anything they 
can possible encourage people to certify they will.

It is time for the government to reflect the thinking people of this country and go into bat for 
what is right and what is just.  We can see from the UK and their halal situation the push is on 
for no stunning in any abattoirs, here in Australia we have the WA Islamic society stating 
they oppose stunning.



 

I oppose all of it.  Along with 80,000 other people on the facebook page "boycott Halal".  Not 
only that but every other Australian that I spoke to have never heard of HALAL.  When I 
explain what it is, they are absolutely gobsmacked our government would allow such a thing.

I am also disgusted our government would allow only MALE MUSLIM SLAUGHTER-
MEN to be hired in the majority of abattoirs.  Does this mean we now allow discrimination in 
the workplace?

 

I would hope the Inquiry will address all the matters in way that is the best outcome for all 
Australians, I hope they take into account Australia's multi-faith, multi-race and multi-culture 
populace and realize that no group should be forcing their ideas, beliefs, ideologies and 
thoughts onto others.  

 

Thank you

  

Ph  

 DATE 23/7/2015
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From: David  
 30 July 2015 7:58 PM

To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Certification of halal food
 
I would like to make a brief submission on this matter.
 
It seems that there is some concern on this subject. I do not see a
 certification on food in the retail sector and wonder what the position is
 ? I would not be wiling to pay an extra fee if it should be a factor in all
 meats, and it should be only meat of course.
 
As a Christian I remember that St. Paul in writing to the Corinthians
 said the issue of meat offered to Idols or not is of no consequence, so
 that principle would apply here too. My concern is really on the
 economic factor, if it adds to the price we pay.
 
Thank you for the opportunity to make a submission
 
David Jackson
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Australian Senate Inquiry - Third party certification of food 

 

To whom it may concern, 
 
It is only fairly recently that I have discovered to my surprise that so many grocery products 
are subjected to Halal certification. I was even more surprised to learn that Halal 
certification has been extended to non-food products, and even food related services. 
 
I understand that this Inquiry will only be addressing third party certification of food. So I 
will address my remarks to food certification. 
 
As a consumer, I expect transparency in all product labelling, and most particularly food. I 
want to be able to make informed choices about the food products that I purchase. For 
example, I might prefer to buy free range eggs because I am opposed to battery hen farms 
on an ethical basis. 
 
The same applies when it comes to foods that have been certified for the requirements of a 
particular religion. I want such certification to be properly labelled on the food wrapper (or 
otherwise displayed), so that I can make an informed choice. 
 
In principle I object to any religious food certification whereby:- 

1. I have no reasonable alternative to the certified food product. 
2. It is an extra cost to all consumers, regardless of religious belief. 
3. It is not clearly labelled. 
4. The certification process is possibly corrupt, and the financial trail is not transparent. 

I believe that point four applies particularly to Halal certification, and I have no desire to 
support or fund Islam in any way. The Islamic ideology is at odds with my own personal 
views and beliefs. This is a choice that I must be able to make. 

I was staggered to learn how many food products have Halal certification, and in most cases, 
this cannot be found on the label. I have contacted a number of food producers, and very 
few even bother to acknowledge my correspondence. This would indicate to me that they 
(the food producers) have something to hide. 

I hope I have made my sentiments clear with respect to third party certification of food, and 
I urge this Committee to take steps to ensure that Australian consumers have clear choices 
when it comes to purchasing or consuming food products. Just as we are able to ascertain 
the ingredients of a food product, we must also know if it is certified for religious purposes. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Peter Coventry 
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From: Danny Lewis  
Sent: Thursday, 30 July 2015 9:19 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Submission for third party certification of food inquiry.
 
Dear Sir/Madam,
 
I am unable to log into the government website for the inquiry into the third party
 certification of food. Here is my submission.
 
 
I object to halal certified products for the following reasons.
 
Halal certified foods affect all of the population, yet those who follow the ideology of Islam
 amount to 2.2 % of the Australian population.
 
Many Australian manufacturers claim that they are halal certified for export purposes, yet
 force the same foods on the Australian market.
 
It is a form of taxation for those who do not follow Islam.
 
Anyone who questions halal certification is labelled a racist or a bigot.
 
Many suppliers of halal certified goods are choosing not to label them so they are not
 subject to boycotts. This takes away our right not to buy them if we do not approve as we
 have no way of knowing otherwise.
 
When you contact manufacturers and ask about halal certification, sometimes you are told
 that they are not halal certified when they actually are.
 
As a Christian, I find halal certification offensive to my faith. I find myself indirectly assisting
 with the building of mosques and the proliferation of the Islamic faith through the
 unwitting purchase of products because they have not been clearly labelled as halal.
 
In some sections of the market, there is a total dominance of halal foods, such as baby
 formula. I now have no other choice in this area. 
 
Some faiths cannot consume halal certified foods. Where does it leave them?
 
We are supposed to have religious freedom in this country, yet halal certification takes



 away that freedom.
 
Halal slaughter of animals is barbaric due to animals not being stunned, yet the RSPCA are
 ok with it on religious grounds.
 
Only Muslim men can slaughter halal certified animals. This is clearly discrimination as
 many meat processing facilities are in regional areas where employment is difficult to
 obtain.
 
Many large food chains now only serve halal certified food.
 
Many schools now only serve halal certified food. 
 
There is no transparency on where halal certification fees actually end up.
 
As a consumer, I should have a clear choice in the food I purchase for my family. All
 products should be clearly labelled whatever they are so we as consumers can make an
 informed choice on what we purchase.
 
 
Regards,
Daniel Lewis
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Third party certification of food. 
The above description describes quite accurately the situation when shopping for food here in 
Australia;  
Australia is or rather was a free nation.  
A democratic nation. 
Where the concepts of change were put to the people then voted on to suit the will of the people. 
Now presently when our food is being   certified  with a fee payable for this certification by a 3rd 
party as being Halal so as to be fit for consumption by a mere 2 or 3 percent of the population  but 
yet we the rest of the population  must pay for this privilege. 
We do pay as any fees paid by manufacturers always get passed on to the consumer. 
This is not democratic at all as there is no consent to this 
And that is my problem. 
I shop for food with no real way of knowing whose way of life I am supporting. 
Be aware that some of these monies, and they are substantial, go to promoting a religious, political 
system that is opposed to my freedoms and way of life as well as yours. 
So I must ask you to ban to 3rd party certification of food for the general public. 
And especially I ask that you ban the paying of hidden fees that go to any 3rd party, be it to individual 
people,  groups of people or religious or other organizations. 
Thank you. 
Bruce Carson 
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From: Peggy Stransky  
Sent: Thursday, 30 July 2015 9:28 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: SENATE ENQUIRY - FOOD
 
I would like to make a submission to encourage the Government to seriously investigate
 the legality of Certification Certificates for Halal food.  I feel this is illegal and the
 Australian public are paying for this.  I do not require Halal certified food so why should I
 pay inflated prices because of it.

Also we need to know more about the content of our food and where it is comng from.  To
 advertise an item as being from local and imported products is not sufficient for choices
 to be made.  We have seen examples of the dangers of this in recent times with the
 Hepatitis scare - and all the rubbish coming from China where they have no hygiene
 standards.

I was also rather alarmed when I took a closer look at the packaging on Colgate toothpaste
 being sold very cheaply in The Reject Shop as it advises that if children under 6 are to use
 it they should be given no more than something like the size of a pea on their toothbrush. 
 We must retrace our steps and go back to the pure producvts we had 70 odd years ago
 when I was growing up.  (we used to save all our toothpaste tubes for the war effort).

I hope our Government will take a serious stand on this issue as you are talking about our
 future and that of our families.

Yours faithfully
Peggy Stransky.
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I wish to stay anonymous  
 
Dear Sir/Madam,  
 
I write to you in regards to the Third party certification of food Inquiry: 
 
On the 13th May 2015, the Senate referred the following matters to the Economics 
References Committee for inquiry and report by 30 November 2015:  
 
Terms of Reference; 
 
A. the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not limited 
to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and general food 
safety certification schemes;  
B. current labelling requirements of food certification schemes;  
C. the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees;  
D. whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make 
informed purchasing decisions;  
E. details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and the 
potential for these to impact on prices for consumers;  
F. the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and 
returns to producers;  
G. the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including, but 
not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any related matters.  
 
In response to the terms of reference – B, C, D, E & G;  
 
I would like to express the utmost importance of making it LAW to clearly label all Halal 
Certified products on the forefront of its packaging. The current labelling system 
allows company’s such as Cadbury, to exploit the system by withdrawing the 
certification logo from their packaging & stating only on their web site, which of their 
products are Halal Certified. This is very deceptive, as consumers are unable to make 
an informed decision about the product when considering purchase at the point of 
sale.  A person who chooses not to eat Halal food or support Halal certified products 
are therefore misinformed & deceived when purchasing a product which they believe is 
not Halal. 
 
I myself am a Christian, my family & friends too, and the Bible clearly states in Acts chapter 
15 verse 29 “eat no food that has been offered to idols”.  And if we look up the meaning of 
an idol in the bible, it explains it as being an image of a deity other than God. That is the real 
God, the one & only true God. Any other god is therefore considered to be an idol or false 
god. The bible also states in 1

st
 Corinthians chapter 10 verse 28, if someone tells you, “This 

food was offered to idols”, then do not eat that food.  
 
This is a clear demonstration found in the Bible, why myself, my family & my friends, who are 
all Christian, should be aware of what we eat, and not eat any food that is or has been offered 
up to idols.  
 
What does this have to do with Halal food or certified products? Please continue to read 
below. 
 
Part of the Halal certification process requires a blessing to be bestowed upon that food, 
product, or animal from the muslim god allah, as found in the quran. And allah, according to 
the bible, is a false god. This therefore makes Halal food ritually unclean for me, my family & 
my friends to eat. 
 
I feel that we are completely & utterly deceived by many company’s such as Cadbury, who at 
once boldly marketed the Halal certification symbol on their products to increase their market 
share of consumers, to later remove the symbol due to falling sales caused by a percentage 



of people making an informed decision to not purchase their Halal certified products anymore 
at the point of sale.   
 
Company’s such as Cadbury thought that by becoming Halal certified, their product would 
appeal to a larger portion of consumers, meaning many more sales. However, many of these 
company’s, again such as Cadbury, have now removed the Halal certification symbol from 
their packaging after sales had actually declined. As I mentioned earlier, due to consumers 
being able to make an informed decision before purchasing their products.  
 
In an attempt to re-incline their sales, these company’s have now removed the symbol from 
their packaging, despite continuing to remain Halal certified.  
 
This to me is very deceptive and a desperate measure used to trick the consumer into buying 
a product that is certified Halal, when that consumer actually wants to refrain from purchasing 
or eating or supporting Halal certified products.  
 
I also feel completely & totally discriminated against, as these companies have made the 
decision to respect one belief only, without any consideration to any other person or belief.  
 
Australia prides itself on being a multicultural country, however, it appears that companies are 
acting out in the best interest of one community only. This can therefore be considered racist, 
intolerant and discriminatory towards any or all who oppose Halal certification, the same way 
we are often labelled racist, intolerant or Islamaphobic by choosing not to eat or support Halal 
certified products. 
 
During Easter, my family spent hundreds of dollars between us buying Easter Eggs for our 
children, family’s, friends & church. When purchasing these products, in accordance with our 
belief, we made sure there was no Halal certification symbols present on any of the 
packaging. We ensured this was the case, as Easter is a Christian Celebration of Jesus 
Christ’s death & rising. The foundation of our faith. And as I mentioned earlier, the bible tells 
us clearly to “not eat food offered to idols”. 
 
However, after Easter had passed, we stumbled across some information which lead us to 
check these products more closely by either contacting the company or seeking information 
from their websites.  
 
You may be able to image how upset we were to then find out that these products were 
actually Halal Certified, and we had be tricked by these company’s by not labelling this at all 
on any of their products. I have never felt so deceived & distressed, as I myself have not 
eaten any Halal food for approx 8 years. But due to their deceitfulness, I have to now deal 
with the emotional sickness of feeling dirty & polluted in the inside.  
 
We had been tricked into going against our belief & faith, and have caused others to feel the 
same way by giving them the Easter Eggs as gifts too. After finding out, we were then forced 
to throw away what we had left over, wasting our money, as well as knowing we had been 
tricked by these companies, due to false advertising & false information available at the point 
of sale. THIS MUST BE CHANGED 
 
This led us to further investigate the food we had in our pantry at the time. We then found out 
that many other products we had purchased were also Halal certified without any labelling or 
information regarding this on the packaging. Again we were forced to throw away many 
products we had purchased, due to being misinformed when purchasing these products at the 
point of sale. This has now equated to a substantial amount of money being wasted from our 
family budget. 
 
I ask you, what would be the outcome should a product being labelled Halal, was later found 
out to be not Halal? Or what if a product claiming to be Halal, was later found to not be 
prepared in accordance to the strict Halal certification method. Even worse, what would be 
the outcome should a food product being labelled Halal, was later found to actually 
have pork included in the ingredients? 



 
Would there be an outcry of injustice? I believe so. 
 
I believe the consumers of that product would demand justice, claim discrimination & find 
themselves in a considerable amount of grief like myself, after I found out I had been tricked 
into eating Halal food?  
 
Would the media be up in arms? I believe so? For this reason, I believe the same principle 
should apply to those in reverse. If one is found to be guilty of discrimination, false & 
misleading information, false advertising, trickery & deception to the consumer, this must also 
apply to those in reverse.  
 
What would the consequences be should a company not label sugar in their food product 
ingredients, when it actually contains sugar, or what if a food product containing nuts, had not 
been labelled this food contains nuts? I think the same principle should apply to Halal. 
 
I also believe the process & products involved in certifying Halal food should be made public, 
as most people often refer to Halal as being “It’s all the same isn’t it”? This is untrue, as it is 
not the same. If it were, there would be no need to certify any food Halal. This is proof that 
people are misinformed. 
 
The fees & financial records should also be made public, as the distribution of finances from 
Halal certification may not be in accordance with the consumer’s beliefs or wants.  
 
The consumer should have the opportunity to make an informed decision to NOT buy a Halal 
certified product, should they not want to fund a particular organization or person benefiting 
from the Halal certification scheme.  
 
THERE MUST BE CHANGE 
 
This letter is compiled by myself, and represents my opinion only. I do not wish to cause any 
hurt or disrespect to anyone else who may read this letter, but not agree. It is purely my view, 
in which I strongly believe & hope is taken into consideration when applying any new law 
regarding the terms of reference above. 
 
Thank you kindly for the opportunity to express my view. 
 
Yours Sincerely, 
Anonymous 
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From: Helen Phillips 
Sent: Thursday, 30 July 2015 9:37 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal certification

Dear Sir/Madam,
My name is Mrs. Helen Phillips, and I live in , . My husband, Richard and I celebrated 38
 years of marriage today. We have two adult daughters, one son in law and four little grandchildren, aged 6,5,4
 and 2. I will be 70 next month. My husband was an officer in the RAAF for 31 years, and I was a RAAF
 nursing sister, as well as serving in other hospitals both here and overseas. We both do voluntary work. In other
 words, we are your average Australian couple who love our country and who are loyal and productive citizens.

Our greatest concern for our grandchildren is the spread of Islam, both overseas and here in Australia. We, and
 all our friends are of the opinion that the government does not seem concerned about our concerns, and are
 fearful of calling Islam for what it is. Islam is not compatible with our culture, nor does it want to be. It desires
 to take over a nation and a people by any means, and this is all sanctioned by the teachings of the Koran.

With this in mind, I am writing to object to the spread of Halal certification by stealth in Australia.

                  1. I object to the fact that halal certification is not clearly displayed on products, so that I have the
 choice to buy or not.
                  2. I object to paying extra for my products so that companies comply to so called halal standards.
                   3. I object to my money funding anything to do with Islam, by stealth or otherwise.
                   4. I object to being taken for a sucker by this scam.
                   5. I object to the fact that these "certifiers" convince manufacturers that their product needs to be
 certified even when the Koran says otherwise. The Koran teaches that all food is permissible unless otherwise
 singled out for special attention. These scammers try to convince us that only food that is halal is acceptable.
 And they even go so far as to say water has to be halal! And dog food! And nappies! Hello........
                    6. I object to the fact that food we ( inadvertently ) eat has been prayed over in the name of Allah.
 As a Christian, I find this particularly offensive.
                    7. I object to the fact that we, the people, are being taken for fools, both by the MSM and the
 government, over the threat of Islam. What sort of a future do my grandchildren have if we end up like Sweden
 or France or Denmark, or parts of the UK or USA with no go areas for non Muslims?

Well now I have that off my chest. I hope you will listen to my concerns, but I'm not holding my breath!

Yours sincerely, Helen Phillips.
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From: BM & SL Churches  
Sent: Thursday, 30 July 2015 9:40 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Submission:-Senate inquiry into Food Certification Schemes
 
To Whom it may concern.

I am writing to you today to provide a submission regarding the Senate Inquiry into Food
 Certification Schemes.  As a Voting Australian I am extremely concerned at the Lack of
 adequate food labeling in general. I know you lot are busy so I will answer the questions
 in order.

(a) It would be nice to be able to access "freely" information via an accessible website on
 ALL Food suppliers/Importers/Distributors in Australia from one (1) access point. One
 could then determine which foods have what certification and make a decision based on
 that information. If you don't have the information you cannot make an informed decision.

(b) Current Labeling requirements of food certification schemes are a joke. What does
 exist is very misleading at best. Many companies such as Kraft and Nestle DO NOT
 display for argument sake upon the packaging the "Halal" certification on the products
 they have paid the fee upon. This is misleading to the general public and ANY consumer
 buying that product. Personally I am offended to have found out that my favorite
 Vegemite is now "Halal" certified, and has been for some time. I nolonger buy this
 product since discovering this fact. I object to paying this "Halal" certification fee on any
 product. How many Australians are un-aware of this ?. ANY Australian consumer should
 be able to see the "Halal" certification on ANY product that, that fee has been paid on and
 then make a decision based on that. 

(c) Products that have certain certification fees paid for, for what ever reason e.g. "Halal"
 should be CLEARLY displayed and MANDATORY on that product. It is an impost on
 anyone else who is not of a certain faith to be expected to pay for it via a hidden tax or
 revenue raising scheme for that faith or organization. Once again, if it is clearly displayed
 a consumer can make an informed decision based on that information. Australia has one
 of the highest standards in food processing in the world and some of these so-called
 "Certification" schemes are nothing but a "slush" fund. They do not inspect premises in
 most cases. I speak from experience as once-upon-a-time I worked for a Poultry
 Processing plant in SA in the 1990's and witnessed the "Non inspections" of the premise
 but that plant was still granted "Halal" certification upon payment of the fee. That fee was
 absorbed into ordinary business costs and "factored" into a "cost of doing business" and
 passed on to consumers.....unknowingly. As a consumer I strongly object to such schemes
 which do nothing more but harvest funds from the knowing and the UN-witting. It maybe
 good for "business" but many of these business's go out of their way to hide these
 certifications. IT MUST BE DISPLAYED ON THE PRODUCT.

(d)Current Schemes do not provide adequate information for consumers to make informed
 decisions. I understand that many products are small and it is not possible to write
 everything upon it. So my suggestion would be to use symbols and percentage ratings %.. 



100% on an Australian Flag would mean: 100% Australian grown/produced/product
 content,100% Australian owned, 100% Australian packaging, 100% packed in Australia.
99% on an Australian Flag would mean: 100% Australian grown/product content,100%
 Australian owned, Imported packaging.
95% on an Australian Flag would mean: 95% Australian grown/product content,100%
 Australian owned.
90% on an Australian Flag would mean: 90% Australian grown/product content,10%
 Imported product, Australian Company/Business.
85% on an Australian Flag would mean: 85% Australian grown/product content,15%
 Imported product, Australian Company/Business.
80% on an Australian Flag would mean: 80% Australian grown/product content,20%
 Imported product, Australian Company/Business.
75%on an Australian Flag would mean: 75% Australian grown/product content,25%
 Imported product, Australian Company/Business.
Below 75% other countries flags for product contained within that product must also be
 displayed along side the Aussie flag with the percent content contained in that flag. Pretty
 simple system.

To qualify for the Australian Flag the product MUST be manufactured by an Australian
 Company/Business within Australia at the very least.
To qualify for the Top position of 100% Australian the product MUST be 100%
 Australian product/supplied/processed and 100% Australian Owned. Very few
 products would pass this test, but lets not lower the bar to allow that Top rating. We have
 seen what that "bar lowering" has done to our education system.

Thereafter the products used within that product must have that countries flag with the
 percentage (%) of the content from that country used in that product CLEARLY
 displayed. 

Other certifications like Halal and Kosher MUST have the certificate CLEARLY
 displayed. Only then can one make an informed decision based on that displayed
 information.

(e) Details of fees paid for certifications should be made available via freedom of
 information and freely accessible by anyone within Australia at anytime. My suggestion
 would be that such information should be made available through an Australian
 Organization such as AusBuy and provided in their booklet at most supermarkets or on
 their website or some other Federal Government website easily found and accessible via
 the general public.

(f) Such certification would be very helpful to exporters of product to overseas countries as
 the Australian Product is generally seen as High Quality anyway. However having to pay
 for a Certification simply because you have to pay for it to gain access to a country or a
 "market" is nothing more than a Tax or Levy upon that product, and personally I would
 object. If a country or overseas organization cannot see for itself that Australian products
 are a high standard, then do you really need that headache for want of paying yet another
 fee for access to the market ?.

(g) The extent and Adequacy of information available to the public regarding Certifiers is
 abysmal. Shame on you our MP's overseeing our country. You are voted in by your
 constituents to act on our behalves. Food labeling has been inadequate for many, many
 years. With the rise of certain Certifications, Free-trade deals and wholesale importation
 of foods from countries that in turn  have bought these products from another country,
 then on-sold in major supermarkets as an Australian Product (i.e. NZ Apples imported



 from China, sold through Woolies as an Australian product) is disgusting to me in the
 extreme. How about the fiasco with Coles and the Imported pre-risen frozen dough for
 buns from Ireland but "Baked Fresh" in Australia. Most people buying freshly baked
 would expect that, that product would be mixed and prepared from (possibly) Australian
 product and then baked in store, but no, it's imported, pre-risen, frozen, de-frosted, then
 baked..................VERY, VERY, misleading.

 FIX IT. PROPER FOOD LABELING NOW.

Thankyou for allowing me to make a submission,

Regards...............Barry Churches, 
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From: Christine Coventry  
Sent: Thursday, 30 July 2015 9:40 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Senate food certification Inquiry
 

To the Senate Inquiry Committee,

I am concerned that I am unable to determine if food products have been certified by
 religious organizations when I do my grocery shopping from the supermarket.

I believe that it is import for consumers to have clear choices about what they are buying,
 and this is why food product labelling must be clear, and easily understood. Consumers
 must understand what ingredients are in the product, whether it has been subjected to
 any religious rituals, and where the product originated from (if possible).

I often make choices about products on an ethical basis. For example, I prefer not to buy
 animal products from producers that slaughter the animals in a cruel way, or keep the
 animals in confined enclosures.

Also, I expect that third party food certification costs should not be passed onto
 consumers who have no desire for such certification. It would appear that religious
 certification requirements are only needed for a small minority of Australians, yet the cost
 is borne by all. This is profoundly unfair, and it adds to our overall grocery costs.

Then there is the question of what the money collected by third party certifiers is used
 for?

In the end it comes down to transparent labelling (or perhaps product segregation) so that
 I can make informed choices about what food products I wish to buy.

I thank you for reading my submission.

Yours truly,

 

 

Christine Coventry
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From: 
 Jonathan May
Sent: Thursday, 30 July 2015 9:54 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third party certification of food
 
To the Senate Standing Committee:
 
As a father who is responsible for the grocery shopping I would respectfully ask
 that you consider removing the cost of Halal certification from the items we must
 buy.  When the cost of living is so high, I find it distressing that items that I need
 for my family add a cost which is used for Islamic evangelism.  I have heard it
 said that the producers who are forced into this scheme absorb the cost.  I
 suspect this is untrue as a number of these producers have recently made their
 items smaller so as to try to maintain profits.  If these producers are happy with
 the profits they are currently receiving, then removing what is effectively an
 Islamic tax from our food and other groceries would mean that they were able to
 sell their product at a cheaper price.  
 
If it is essential to place Halal certification on the objects that I buy, like milk,
 water and Vegemite, then surely the Islamic community should be the ones to
 pay for this service.
 
Can you imagine the outcry if the Hillsong church forced us to pay extra for our
 food so that they could profiteer off every item we buy?  They would be crucified.
 
As the owner and manager of a small business, I work hard to keep my business
 going.  I'm all for clever, passive ways of making money - but when it hurts
 Australian families for the sake of the spread of Islam, it is morally wrong.
 
Sincerely
,

Jonathan
 May BEd BBus MLitt
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To: Economics Committee (SENATE)
Subject: Submission to the review of third party certification of food

I agree that there is a need for a review and subsequent improvement to food labelling in Australia. I therefore make the 
following submission: 

HALAL CERTIFICATION 
If Islamic organisations or Islamic religious groups or individual Muslims wish to have products Halal certified then they 
themselves should pay for the labelling and not general non-Islamic consumers. Companies or the general consumers should 
not be expected to pay for Halal Certification labelling. In fact Australian companies should be prohibited from paying for Halal 
Certification. If Islamic groups wish to promote or advertise their religion through Halal Certification labels then they should 
be the ones paying for it and not Non-Islamic Australian consumers or companies. However if a product is Halal certified 
then it should be compulsory that it is clearly labelled as such. The labelling must be consistent and clearly identifiable so that 
Australians who do not wish to purchase such products can make such a choice without having to spend hours researching each 
product which is the case at present. Some companies refuse to give a list showing which of their products are Halal Certified 
even when requested to do so. Australians who do not wish to purchase Halal Certified products should also not have to pay 
extra in order to purchase a similar product which is not Halal Certified. This is currently the situation as such products are 
becoming rare and difficult to find.   Apparently just 2 percent (or less) of the population say they are Muslim, therefore 98% of 
the Australian population are not Muslim and should therefore have a convenient and economical choice to purchase non-Halal 
Certified products. Also Halal slaughter methods are cruel to the animals and therefore 98% of abattoirs should cease killing 
livestock in this inhumane manner.

Products that are currently on the market that are Halal Certified and are not visibly labelled on the outside of the packaging 
should be withdrawn and the company can either dispose of these products or give them away to charities or place stickers 
on the products with the correct labelling and return them to the supermarket. Any additional costs should be borne by those 
who wish to consume Halal Certified products.

If a ruling is made that the companies do not have to withdraw or label existing products, then the next production run must 
be required to apply the new labelling. Until then, companies must be required to provide product lists on their web sites as 
well as at the supermarkets that stock their products, so that customers can have free access to such lists from the customer 
services desk. Companies which do not clearly label their products must be fined and the products withdrawn until labelling 
standards are adhered to. 

GENETICALLY ENGINEERED PRODUCTS
The requirements and standards mentioned in regard to Halal Certification should also apply to GM - Genetically Modified 
products. They must also be clearly labelled as such. Many Australians do not wish to consume genetically modified (GM) 
food products. A GM label must be clearly displayed next to the bar code on the products or next to the price display on the 
products that contain GM. 

ORIGIN OF PRODUCTS:
It is also important to many Australians where products are made or grown or whether the company that produced the 
product is Australian owned or foreign owned. It should be a requirement that the country of origin of the product and 
company is clearly marked next to the bar code or where the price of the product is displayed. The percentage of the 
ownership of the company as well as the product should also be clearly displayed. 

CLEAR LABELLING:
Food labelling should be clear and simple. Just like the warnings on cigarette packets are clear and obvious so should the 
labels on food packaging be. They should not be minute or obscure. The font size should be at least 10 pt. It should be 
compulsory that the labelling be consistently placed next to the bar code and when the product has no bar code, as in the case of 
fresh fruit and vegetables, then the label must be next to the price of the product.

I recommend the following labelling system be used on packaging:   

AUSTRALIAN OWNED COMPANY    100% (OR 51%-99%)
AUSTRALIAN MADE PRODUCT       100% (OR 51%-99%)
FOREIGN OWNED COMPANY (i.e UK)  100% (OR 51%-99%)
IMPORTED PRODUCT (i.e China)   100% (OR 51%-99%)
ORGANIC CERTIFIED     
HALAL CERTIFIED   
KOSHER CERTIFIED   
GLUTEN FREE    
GENETICALLY MODIFIED   

REQUIRED LABELLING:

Koala Cookies Hamas Humous
 80% Iran 20% North Korea
 100% Palestine
 Halal Certified 
 Genetically Modified

 100% Australian
 100% Australian
 Organic Certified
 Gluten Free

IMAGINARY PRODUCT SAMPLES: 
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Submission to Economics References Committee 
 

On Third party certification of food 
 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to make a submission on this topic, which I view as 
touching on several fundamental principles related to the rights and responsibilities 
that (do or ought to) inform concepts of democracy, human rights and animal welfare 
as implemented in our country.  
 
I would like to propose that  

1. the current proliferation of food certification standards and bodies seems 
mostly to be creating a burgeoning industry of food certification interpreters 
rather than clearly adding value or security to consumer wellbeing or enabling 
informed choice 

 
2. the current furore over the insidious introduction of halal certification in 

almost all food processing and supply chains for the domestic market is a 
logical consequence of the extremely narrow interpretation of transparency 
and accountability (Freedom of Information and Privacy acts) that the federal 
and state governments of Australia have been willing to implement, despite 
claims of open (good) governance in recent decades.  

 
Given the complexity of food certification standards I suggest that 
 

a) The Food Standards Code, administered by Food Standards Australia and New 
Zealand (FSANZ), supported by the current range of ancillary laws and 
regulations regarding consumer protection and fair trading, provides a 
reasonable regulatory and law enforcement framework on a broad range of 
food safety issues including genetically-modified ingredients and food 
allergen labelling. 
 
Work to improve this is always welcome, especially for those with specific 
health problems. 
 

b) Voluntary food certification schemes (not in the remit of FSANZ) can be and 
often are a good thing for both consumers and producers (including exporters).  
 
However, this proposition assumes, as have policymakers in the past, that food 
processors and retailers will advertise their certification as an essential and 
transparent part of their marketing strategy. In the case of Halal certification 
this has clearly not been the case in the domestic market– why, for instance, 
has  

a. The appropriate certification logo not been apparent on labels of some 
products, e.g, Coon cheese providing certification inserts visible only 
after purchase? 



b. the cost of certification, and the advantages that this is expected to 
provide in both the domestic and export market food retail chains, not 
been published voluntarily? 

c. The implication  for non-Islamic consumers and the domestic food 
processing supply chain not been adequately explained by certifying 
‘authorities’ in advance of the ‘requirement’ to certify? 

d. The process that Dept of Food and Agriculture utilised to register 
“Halal certifiers’ in respect to animal killing and other food processing 
procedures been completely opaque? 

 
The explanation lies in the circumstance that there is currently no general 
Australian guideline on the certification and ‘Labelling for religious, 
environmental, animal welfare and other consumer value issues’. Furthermore, 
Freedom of Information and Privacy legislation at Federal and most State levels 
provides a wall of (commercial in confidence) opacity behind which certifiers, 
certified, and their regulating agencies (if any) can choose to hide. 
 
c) In regard to point g) in the terms of reference, I would like to recommend that 

all certifying bodies, and in particular (religious) non-governmental 
organisations be required to provide open (public) access publication (e.g. 
annual reports) of organisational responsible persons, activities, income and 
disposition of funds together with credible independent audit verifications (as 
currently available for most organic production and other ‘consumer-values’ 
certifiers) 
 
I support (and. as a national taxpaying principal, expect) full disclosure on 
government department/ agency websites regarding the procedures and other 
processes that regulators  have undertaken in the registration of certifiers 
involved in voluntary ‘consumer-values’ certification schemes as well as the 
results (positive and negative) of applicants. 

 
Thank you for your consideration. 
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From:  
Sent: Thursday, 30 July 2015 10:46 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal certification
 
Dear Sirs,
 
I am concerned about the food I put into my mouth…I like to know that the
 food is good to eat and that I don’t have to pay for certifications that
 support groups that I don’t wish my money to go to.
Please check into where the money paid into Halal certification goes to. I
 have heard stories and would like clarification to know that when I buy
 something where the money actually ends up in other words in whose
 pocket does it land?.  Also why does water, milk and cat food need halal
 certification?
 
I look forward to your response,
H. Green
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Senate Standing Committees on Economics
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600

Phone: +61 2 6277 3540
Fax: +61 2 6277 5719
economics.sen@aph.gov.au

Food Labelling and Certification

Dear Senate Standing Committee on Economics,
       I strongly support the idea that the government 
should require adequate labelling of food. All packaged food should have legible labels of a reasonable 
size lettering that indicate whether the product is Halal Certified, Genetically Modified, contains Artificial 
Colouring or Flavouring, contains possible allergens such as peanuts etc or has any other properties that 
reasonable people may consider undesirable. Adequate labelling would enable people to make informed 
choices.

For production methods that often require independent production facilities such as Halal or Genetically 
Modified, I would like to see the government take steps to ensure alternate equivalent products remain 
competitively available to people. Since halal requirements require that non-halal products be not produced 
at the same place and pollen from Genetically Modified crops is difficult to contain on a single farm the 
government should ensure that non-halal foods and non-genetically modified foods remain widely and 
economically available. I would like to see in the case of a company wanting to add Halal certification to 
one of their products that they build a second factory that is independent to their current factory so that 
the non-halal product can continue to be produced at the current price and only the Halal certified product 
is increased in price to cover the full cost of the new factory. I would similarly like to see all the cost of 
containment of genetically modified crops be added to the price of only the genetically modified product. 
Farmers who are not producing genetically modified crops should not be bearing the cost of keeping their 
crops isolated from neighbouring Genetically Modified crops.

Sincerely,

Murray Peterson 
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From: Steve Downton  
Sent: Thursday, 30 July 2015 10:53 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal certification and discriminaton
 
To the senator,
 
This flyer was seen in Bendigo put up by the AFIC.! This is absolute
 discrimination!!  I thought you weren't allowed to specify religion as a
 prerequisite in a job advertisement. Wouldn't that come under the discrimination
 laws??? Why is this allowed?? Are we now submitting to a minority and
 their beliefs?? Is there going to be any actions to stop this and against
 the AFIC?? Or is it okay for them to go by their own rules and not ones
 put in place by the Australian government? As it is halal certification is
 a big joke on Australians in which the Australian politicians are being
 sucked into accepting and bowing to the Australian Federation of
 Islamic Councils (AFIC) more and more every passing year!!  There
 should be no special treatment or laws protecting them. If a flyer or
 advertisement in a paper, online etc for a job saying some thing to the
 description "Applications by non Muslims and must be a Christian only"
 there would be hell to pay and they would be screaming discrimination.
 Also possibly trying to sue the employer/company and making sure it is
 all over the news, internet and news papers.  
I am also very concerned on what is happening and what the future
 holds for consumers as well. It is very hard as it is to know what is
 halal certified because The Australian Federation of Islamic Councils
 along with companies, retail shops, super markets, butchers, fast food,
 restaurants etc say they don't have to label or display what is halal
 certified whether it is a product or been halal certified prepared before
 going to their companies and then put onto the shelves, a plate etc
 This is also discriminatory to the majority of Australian and their
 beliefs. The consumers should be allowed to know what they are
 getting with their money!! Not hidden away so consumers find it hard
 to know what is certified and what isn't. It shouldn't matter what the
 product or service is whether it is a kebab shop, a butchers or a super
 market, anything that is halal certified products then put on to the
 shelves and also prepared halal certified before it gets to the supplier
 then put into deli displays etc should be clearly labelled on products
 and signs displayed outside/inside at restaurants, butchers, fast foods,
 delis etc. 
I strongly recommend the Australian government have a serious look
 into AFIC and halal certification to either bring in tough laws on it, to
 be clearly labelled and displayed as such or ban the certification all
 together which would be a preferred choice for many consumers.
 



Regards,
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From:  
Sent: Thursday, 30 July 2015 11:07 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third party certification of food Inquiry Submission
 
To Whom It May Concern;  (All of us!)
 

Halal Certification Inquiry
 
Dear Sirs/ Medames/ Ms’;
 
I am sorry that I will be unable time-wise, to make the submission I would like to (please
 extend the deadline for submissions to the Inquiry) however, I would like to quickly
 make the following points of great concern:
 
1/         The Halal Certification tax as exactly that, but one where the money’s raised are
 not distributed for the common good within the sovereignty of Australia as is necessary.
 It is not transparent, nor has its religious justification been established, indeed if it can
 be established the next part in the process should be to establish how those religious
 practioners can pay for the certification themselves. The user pays policy has been
 accepted and working in Australia for decades.
 
2/         If it is determined that these foods/ substances need particular labels on them,
 then the cost of such labelling needs to be borne by those that require it and further
 more, the labels must have clear meaning, explaining such things as:

– is the product of a religious ritual
– is produced by a person specifically employed because of their religious belief
– is religiously certified and certification fees are paid to fund religious programs.

3/         It should be illegal for Food producers to pay fees/ taxes on behalf of those
 customers who require the product. Normal market forces should apply but there
 should be no cross subsidy of such costs especially where the item is considered Halal
 in its natural state or where overseas Muslim countries do not apply such tests.

4/         It should be illegal for Religious bodies to monopolise/ control any
 food certification or preparation system. Any business, eg abattoir operation, should
 be conducted at arms length - by government bodies ‘loyal’ to the State/ to Parliament.
 Parliament should oversee and control all aspects of any food certification system with
 complete transparency. Such bodies could be reviewed from time to time by the
 Religious authorities if thought necessary, but any cost should be borne by them.

5/         Religious food certification authorities should be required to disclose their
 standards, fees and financial records.

6/         A proper inquiry should be established to examine a number of other issues in
 relation to halal certification other than food labelling issues; for instance if monies



 raised were legal under the tax system, etc and whether or not various National
 security issues arise with potential food poisoning, or restricted availability etc.

I have spoken with Company secretaries who have told me that even the company
 considers Halal a scam but they feel forced to accede to requests, especially if they
 think they can isolate the mechanism to overseas manufactured products being
 imported to Australia. Companies should not feel compelled to respond to such
 ‘blackmail’ whether it be generated by some politically correct victim mentality
 promoted by the media, or not.

Any company involved with this disgraceful practice (Dhimmi or Jizya tax) must be held
 accountable, transparently so that customers can be assured of whether or not such
 costs are being passed on to customers and if so, where are the funds ending up?

Kind regards .. thanks for your consideration .. please extend the deadline for
 submissions by 2 weeks or more.

Paul Groves

Ph 
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The Secretary 
Senate Standing Committees on Economics 
PO Box 6100 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600 

 

Sent by email to :  economics.sen@aph.gov.au 

 

30 July 2015 

 

Dear Secretary, 

Confidential Submission:  Inquiry into Third party certification of food 

On 13 May 2015, the Senate referred an inquiry into third party certification of food, in particular 
halal certification, to the Senate Economics References Committee for inquiry and report by 30 
November 2015.   Thank you for your invitation to send a submission in relation to this inquiry.  
Please find below my confidential submission. 

Religious tax imposed on all 

A primary concern regarding halal certification is that it is the payment of a fee which amounts to a 
religious tax, indiscriminately applied to all consumers.  It is a religious tax because it applies to a 
certain religion, Islam, and has to do with the way in which animals are slaughtered.  I understand a 
certain prayer is said over the animal, which makes the product acceptable to Moslems.  This 
imposition of a tax, which the general public may or may not want to pay, in effect limits consumer 
choice. 

Freedom of choice diminished 

There is a significant impact on Australian consumers through halal certification schemes.  In effect, 
the halal certification of products for ALL consumers lessens freedom of choice for the Australian 
public.  I have been in the situation where a product I previously purchased has become ‘halal 
certified’, which caused me to cease buying it, as it is essentially a religious tax, as discussed above.   

Destination of money  

Another issue of concern is – what is the destination of the money earned by this tax?  While I am 
presumably paying this tax (a further, related issue is that it appears not all halal-certified food is 
marked as such), I have no visibility of this as a consumer, and this further limits my choice. 

 

mailto:economics.sen@aph.gov.au


I would appreciate greater transparency and regulation in relation to the current halal certification 
schemes, leading to greater choice for consumers. 

Please keep confidentiality in relation to my name on this submission, though its content can be 
published. 

 

Kind regards, 
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Submission to Senate enquiry into third party certification of food 

This submission relates to halal certification because halal certified goods affect 
my day to day meat and grocery purchases in a way that kosher and organic 
certified goods do not. 

In my local supermarkets in inner western Sydney, organic certified goods are 
clearly labelled organic and grouped together on shelves labelled “organic.” This 
is not the case with kosher products because very few kosher products are 
stocked, but they are clearly identified with a capital K for Kosher and they also 
usually state “Kosher” or “Kosher pareve.” I have noticed in other areas which 
have large Jewish populations, unlike my own, that kosher goods are grouped 
together in a section labelled “kosher”. Halal-certified goods in my local 
supermarkets do not have comparable clear and transparent labelling.   

Objections to Halal certification 

I am opposed to purchasing halal certified food items for the following reasons: 

1. Halal Slaughter 

Australian regulations require that animals be stunned so they are not conscious 
during slaughter. However, some abattoirs have been able to gain a legal 
exemption to this requirement, according to Animals Australia, for ritual 
slaughter, which means animals are left to bleed out while conscious, which is 
barbaric and unnecessary when their misery could have been avoided by 
stunning. The stress hormones in their carcasses attest to the suffering these poor 
creatures have been forced to endure in their death throes. 

There have been enough instances of the cruelty of halal slaughter online to make 
this method of slaughter unacceptable to animal lovers such as myself. However, 
it is becomingly increasingly difficult to purchase non-halal certified meat even 
though I seek out butchers who are not halal-certified and who try to source non-
halal certified meat. They tell me of their difficulties in doing so given the majority 
of meat in Australia is now halal slaughtered and certified. (Kosher meat is not 
stocked by my local butchers.) 



I understand that 100% of goat meat, 85% of lamb, 65% of chicken and 50% of 
beef in Australia is halal-certified (Q Society of Australia figures in leaflet “Why 
Swallow This?”) This method of slaughter is not required by the majority of (non-
Muslim) Australians so one has to ask why it is being imposed on the majority to 
cater to the food requirements of the Muslim minority. 

2. Unnecessary halal certification of basic everyday food items  

As a non-Muslim, I do not require or want halal-certified food yet it has become 
increasingly difficult for me to find non-halal certified basic food staples in my 
local supermarkets. Many everyday items such as breakfast cereals, milk, bread, 
butter, tea, coffee, Vegemite, peanut butter, biscuits, jams, cheese, yoghurt, 
chocolate etc. are halal-certified even though their ingredients do not require  it. 
Most if not all baby food is now halal certified which means that halal certification 
is now with us from the cradle to the grave. 

This is an imposition on the majority of the Australian population, who are non-
Muslim, to cater to the purported requirements of the Muslim minority (2.2% of 
the total population). 

3. Unnecessary imposition of Halal certification  

The only items that are “haram” (forbidden) to Muslims are products with blood, 
pork or alcohol, meat from carnivores or animals not slaughtered in the Muslim-
approved fashion (although these can be rendered “halal” (permissible) by having 
the “bismillah” pronounced over them). Therefore all other items not containing 
these products should be “halal” or permissible. However, halal certification is 
unnecessarily imposed on already halal products containing none of the 
prohibited items. 

Some Muslims have spoken out against the halal certification business. For 
example, Imam Habib Bewley of the Jumu’a Mosque of Capetown states in his 
video: “Khutba on Halal Certification Fiasco” 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=isB8r5z3-Ns) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=isB8r5z3-Ns


“Everything on the earth is for us to make use of, is halal, except for what Allah 
and his Messenger tell us is haram. 

But halal certification works on the exact opposite principle, that everything is 
haram unless it is declared by them to be halal.” 

Imam Bewley also says that, according to the Koran, “The food of those given the 
Book (i.e. Jews and Christians) is halal for you.” 

He also criticizes the absurdity of imposing halal certification unnecessarily on 
items such as “spring water, toothpicks and black pepper.” 

4. Massive profits of Halal certification worldwide 

It is difficult to find figures on the value of the worldwide halal industry but 
Austrade quotes Malaysian research from 2012 which gives an estimate of 
anywhere between 600 billion and 2.1 trillion US dollars. Other estimates have 
been higher. 

5. Halal certification industry funds the spread of Islam 

The Barnabas Fund, a Christian Aid group, has stated that: 

“The spread of halal is often part of the commitment to Islamic mission (dawa) 
and the Islamisation of non-Muslim societies. The imposition of sharia practices 
on non-Muslims may be interpreted as an act of Islamic supremacy.”  

(billmuehlenberg.com/2014/09/02/halal-certification-follow-the-money) 

Mr. Siddiq Buckley, secretary of the Australian Islamic Mission (AIM) was quoted 
on the Islamic website muslimvillage.com, on March 5, 2011, as stating: 

“There are practical examples of (sharia) here already. We have Muslim schools, 
mosques, funeral parlours, shops and businesses. We’ve got abattoirs, Islamic 
charities, Islamic financial institutions. There are so many things – halal meals 
served on airlines. This is all part of sharia.”  

(muslimvillage.com/03/05/9206/sharia-law-in-australia-already-a-reality/) 



The Grand Mufti of Bosnia Herzegovina stated at the Global Halal Congress in 
Pakistan in 2010 that Islam can “conquer the world” through the halal 
(certification) movement. 

I, for one, do not wish to contribute to Islamic world conquest or Islamic conquest 
of Australia through my grocery purchases, nor, as a non-Muslim, should I be 
compelled to do so. 

6. Unregulated, deceptive and misleading labelling of foodstuffs 

Halal certification labelling of foodstuffs is not transparent. Where labelling is 
done at all it is usually in microscopic Arabic script, in an array of different 
symbols, which are meaningless to the ordinary non-Muslim (and non-Arabic-
reading) consumer. Even more deceptive is that some food items omit on their 
packaging any mention that they are halal-certified. This must surely contravene 
Australian consumer laws. 

7. Halal certification in Australia is a very recent phenomenon 

When I was a resident at a university college in the 1960’s it accommodated a 
considerable number of Muslim students from overseas who did not require halal 
certified food. We all ate the same food in the college residential dining room and 
there was no mention of halal certified food or any such requirement because it 
did not exist then. In addition, Muslim students were entertained with hospitality 
by local Christians from the same country of origin, in their own homes with non-
halal food. No concerns were ever raised about this because it wasn’t an issue. 

Halal certification is a recent money-making enterprise introduced into Australia 
in the 1980’s.  

I recently spoke to an administrator from my old college who told me that their 
food is now halal certified to avoid any dietary objections from residents. The 
same person told me that this is the case in all university residential colleges. If so, 
it means that non-Muslims are having sharia food requirements imposed on 
them, whether they like it or not (after all, they were never consulted). 

 



8. Halal certification even invading pubs 

I have eaten meals from time to time at my local pub for more than twenty years. 
Recently, I noted, when I went to order a meal at the bistro, that a halal 
certification certificate was on display. I had never seen this before and queried 
the bistro staff who said I would have to speak to the manager, which I duly did. 

I expressed my concern at discovering the food in the pub was now halal certified. 
He asked why I was concerned and I told him that I did not support halal slaughter 
because it was cruel and also that I did not want my money going to Muslim 
causes I did not support. He replied that he had Muslims in his family and that the 
money went to mosques and Islamic schools and implied that any opposition to 
halal certification was “racist” (despite Islam being a religion and not a race). 

This pub has gambling machines and both gambling and alcohol are forbidden to 
observant Muslims who would not be expected to set foot in these 
establishments. It is therefore hard to understand why halal certification is now 
imposed on non-Muslims who constitute the overwhelming majority of the pub’s 
patrons. The manager’s statement that the money went to mosques and Islamic 
schools is of interest as this would be unlikely to be known to the pub’s patrons.  

9. Money trail of Halal certification is not transparent 

The money trail of the halal certification industry is not transparent. Enquiries I 
have made to companies who are halal certified to find out the cost of 
certification and the resulting cost passed on to consumers usually result in the 
response that the cost is “negligible”, however no details are provided. One milk 
supplier informed me that one of their products was halal certified because of the 
size of the Indonesian market (240 million versus the Australian population of 23 
million). In other words, the overseas market trumps the needs of local 
consumers. 

Most halal certifiers are employed by mosques and the money from halal 
certification fees goes back to the mosques.  



Mosques are then free to donate/distribute these funds as they wish.  However, 
sharia law requires the payment of “zakat” which is a tax of 2.5 % imposed on the 
income of devout Muslims. It is therefore reasonable to deduce that mosques 
may be paying zakat on income from halal certification. 

There are eight categories of zakat recipients, under sharia law, one of which is 
“fighters in Allah’s cause” (i.e. jihad). 

Halal certifiers contribute to Islamic charity groups which may not be above 
reproach. For example, the annual report of the Islamic Council of Western 
Australia in 2013, signed by (Dr) Rateb Jneid states that: 

“The donations were made through Al Imdaad charity, to ensure that no 
recriminations could be directed at ICWA.” 

Al Imdaad sends money to Syria, possibly to jihadists fighting there. 

pickeringpost.com/story/shocking-evidence-shows-halal-fees-go-to-syria/4062) 

Investigations overseas, in Canada and France show that halal funds have been 
channeled to organizations with terrorist connections (Hamas and Muslim 
Brotherhood, etc.). 

(billmuehlenberg.com/2014/09/02/halal-certification-follow-the-money/) 

(www.frontpagemag.com/fpm/199636/halal-taste-terror-enza-ferreri) 

10. Halal certification has expansionary aims 

A conference in Malaysia outlined the need to ensure that all aspects of the 
production and distribution process conformed to halal requirements 
(www.researchgate.net/publication/235352305_Halal_Food_Scenario_and_Curre
nt  Status_in_Malaysia _(PROCEEDING) July 30, 2015) 

The Malaysian Halal Standard MS 1500:2009 entitled “Halal Food – Production, 
Preparation, Handling and Storage – General Guidelines (Second Revision) “forms 
a practical guideline for the food industry on the preparation, handling and 
business of Halal food (including nutrient supplements) in Malaysia”. 

http://www.frontpagemag.com/fpm/199636/halal-taste-terror-enza-ferreri
http://www.researchgate.net/publication/235352305_Halal_Food_Scenario_and_Current%20%20Status_in_Malaysia
http://www.researchgate.net/publication/235352305_Halal_Food_Scenario_and_Current%20%20Status_in_Malaysia


The conference heard that: “When one considers “Halal” as a way of life, its realm 
extends beyond just food and takes a more holistic approach. The supply chain 
covers upstream from animal feed to downstream products such as cosmetics, 
personal care and pharmaceuticals and supporting services such as logistics and 
finance.” 

In addition, “All halal food producers should understand this section thoroughly to 
ensure their food products are really Halal. The requirements section covers 
management responsibility, premises, devices, utensils, machines and processing 
aids, hygiene, sanitation and food safety, sources of food and drinks, slaughtering 
process, processing, handling and distribution, storage, transportation, display, 
sales and servings, packaging, labelling and advertising.” 

“The Halal concept also includes Tayyiban which covers safety and integrity at all 
stages of the supply chain.” 

The conference also was told that: “the concept of Halal is not just confined to 
food itself but also include cosmetics, pharmaceuticals, clothing, financial services 
and even tour packages.” 

It is evident from the above statements that the definition of halal certification 
can be endlessly expanded. 

Australia is not a Muslim country and the halal certification industry must not be 
allowed to gain control of all aspects of production and distribution of food items 
or to expand its reach into other unrelated areas. 

Recommendations 

*Given the opacity of the halal certification process in Australia, a Royal 
Commission into the entire halal certification industry is urgently required. 

*A comprehensive financial audit of funds from halal certification must be 
undertaken and the money trail followed from start to finish identifying where 
the funds end up. 



*All costs associated with halal certification, including costs passed on to the 
consumer, must be identified. 

*Halal certification should be represented by one agreed symbol, and, where 
Arabic lettering is used, it should be accompanied by an English translation in 
large enough lettering to be clearly legible. Producers should not be permitted to 
hide halal certification from consumers by failing to display the requisite symbol. 

*Halal certifiers should be regulated by government and the plethora of 
competing certification authorities rationalized.  

*Payment for halal certification of items already inherently “halal”, by virtue of 
not containing any “haram” ingredients, should be queried. 

*The legal loophole permitting ritual slaughter of animals without stunning should 
be closed. 

 

 

Anne McCarthy 

30/7/2015 
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From:   
Sent: Thursday, 30 July 2015 11:57 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Food Certification Inquiry
 

Dear Sir/Madam

RE: THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATE FOOD INQUIRY

I am writing in regards to the inquiry into food labeling certification and my main concern
 is HALAL CERTIFICATION.

Halal certification is of great concern to me, and many other Australians I have spoken to
 shared the same concerns with me as outlined below:

1. Halal certification imposed on food and services required a fee paid by the business that
 obtain such certification.  It is inevitable that businesses that are profit making will  pass
 this cost to the end user. This certification is irrelevant to me and many other people of
 non islamic belief. I therefore suggest that this certification is discrminatory of its nature. I
 understand that muslims may require such Certification but I do not belief that it is fair for
 non muslims to be paying for such fees. Many products are by themselves halal (ie.
 Permissable under islamic rule), such as sugar, milk, butter, flour etc. To then demand a
 certification on such products to me is no more than a money making scheme where all
 people including muslim are subject.

2. I have main concern with halal way of slaughtering animals.The slow dying process of
 an animal via halal slaughter is prolonging the suffering of the animal before dying.

I also find that the halal fees paid on various process of the meat industry for example halal
 fees paid for storage of meat, halal fees paid on  transportation of meat, halal fees paid on
 refrigeration  etc are all part of a lucrative money making scheme that are unjustifiable to
 consumers.

Recommendation: 
1. Halal certification should be banned as this is discriminatory to non muslims. The extra
 cost on food and services is not justifiable.

2. All animals should be stunned prior to being killed. One rule should be applied to ALL
 abattoirs. Australia has very high standard in the meat processing  industry and therefore
 no further fees need to be  applied to any part of the processes.

I  trust the inquiry will come to the conclusion that whilst we live under Australian law all
 foods are permissible for muslims to consumed unless those that contain porks, alcohol,
 blood etc.

As an Australian I enjoy the multi racial and multi ethnic society that Australia has
 embraced however being an Australian I live under the Australia law and stand for
 Australia Judeo Christian pluralist values.



Thank you for your consideration.

Yours Sincerely,

PLEASE WITHOLD MY PERSONAL INFORMATION
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From: Darilyn Adams  
Sent: Thursday, 30 July 2015 11:59 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Senate Inquiry into Food Certification Schemes
 
 
Subject: SENATE INQUIRY INTO FOOD CERTIFICATION SCHEMES
Date: Thu, 30 Jul 2015

To the Senate Enquiry

SENATE INQUIRY INTO FOOD CERTIFICATION SCHEMES 
The Senate committee is now accepting submissions and we ask everyone to participate and to share this information
 among your connections. Submissions concerning halal certification schemes can be sent by mail, fax or email to 
Senate Standing Committees on Economics 
PO Box 6100 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600 
Phone: 02 6277 3540 - Fax: 02 6277 5719 - economics.sen@aph.gov.au 
Submissions close 31 July 2015. Make sure to read through the terms of reference:
 "On 13 May 2015, the Senate referred the following matters to the Economics References Committee for inquiry and report by 30
 November 2015: a. the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not limited to, schemes related
 to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and general food safety certification schemes; 
 
We should NOT have Halal products.
We should NOT have Halal food which is imposed on ALL of our society which has only 3% of the population that are Moslem.
The majority of Australians don't wont to eat food that the money goes to Islam & its' beliefs.  
The poor animals are killed inhumanely, barbarically & medievally. The animals should be stunned before having their throats cut!!
Would this be ok if Christians wonted to impose a 'food tax' on all our society & to kill the animals inhumanely!!
 b. current labelling requirements of food certification schemes; 
 Halal labels should be put clearly on all products; so we can know NOT to buy it.
 c. the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees;  
Halal labels should be put clearly on all products; so we can know NOT to buy it.
d. whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make informed purchasing decisions; 
Current schemes DO NOT  provide enough information for Australian consumers to make informed purchasing
 decisions.
Consumers need Halal  labelling on products that they can easily see & not be hidden.
 e. details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and the potential for these to impact on prices for
 consumers; 
 People need to know how much MONEY goes to the Moslems/Islamic organizations on the products & all that entails that are
 Halal. Does this money go to terrorist organizations in Australia & overseas & for the advancement of Islam & Sharia Law here &
 overseas!! ALL the money the Islamic organizations get should be printed each year in our newspapeers for us to see how much they
 get & where the money is spent!
 f. the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and returns to producers; 
 Current schemes DO NOT  provide enough information for people overseas & the people that make the products here in
 Australia
People need Halal  labelling on products that they can easily see & not be hidden.
 g. the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including, but not limited to, certification
 processes, fees and financial records; and any related matters."
People need to know how much MONEY goes to the Moslems/Islamic organizations on the products & all that entails that are
 Halal. Does this money go to terrorist organizations in Australia & overseas & for the advancement of Islam & Sharia Law here &
 overseas!! ALL the money the Islamic organizations get should be printed each year in our newspapeers for us to see how much they
 get & where the money is spent!
Thankyou
Darilyn Adams

 

mailto:economics.sen@aph.gov.au
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Mr P C Arnold 

 

       

 

Senate Standing Committees on Economics 

Parliament House 

Canberra ACT 2600 

By email 

 

Dear Honourable Sirs and Mesdames, 

 

Re: Third party certification of food 

 

I am most concerned by the lack of information given on the packaging of animal products 

especially animal food products in relation to their compliance with religiously mandated 

practices in their production. 

 

I am concerned on three bases: 

1. animal suffering and the unwitting and/or unwilling involvement of consumers in 

religiously mandated animal slaughter practices. 

2. The unwitting and/or unwilling involvement of consumers in religious practices of 

which they disapprove. 

3. The unwitting and/or unwilling involvement of consumers in the financing of any 

religious order through its collection of monies chargedfor the provision of,or 

imposition of, religiously motivated certification practices in food production. 

 

I believe that some religiously mandated practices used in the slaughter of food are sub-

optimal from an animal suffering perspective.  I further believe that any practice that causes 

unnecessary animal suffering, or increases the likelihood of animal suffering, during 

slaughter should never be used (or condoned, or facilitated) in a civilised and technically 

advanced country like Australia.  I think that this belief is generally supported by the current 

situation with regard to animal cruelty legislation (notwithstanding that Australia’s animal 

welfare legislation could be strengthened). 

 

I try to avoid products which I believe might have been produced using practices or 

procedures which could or would increase animal suffering during slaughter.  These practices 

include the religiously mandated slaughter procedures used in the production of kosher and, 

particularly, halal compliant animal products. 

 

Therefore, in a supposedly civilised, enlightened and advanced country like Australia I 

believe these slaughter practices should be illegal.  If this is not presently possible, then I 

contend that consumers have a right to know which products are likely to have involved 

unnecessarily cruel animal slaughter practices.  Therefore, foods sold in Australia should be 

clearly and unambiguously labelled to show whether they have been produced to comply 

with any religious practice (such as halal) which necessarily involves the risk of cruel animal 

slaughter practice. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

P Clive Arnold 
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From: Antonia 
Sent: Friday, 31 July 2015 12:37 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal certification

I would like the senate to investigate halal certification schemes. This revenue raising is not related to religion,
 the Koran States observant Muslims can either avoid haram (forbidden) food, and other permissible food can
 be made halal by saying bishmallah over it. Certification schemes are simply imposing a religious tax on a
 secular society.

I humbly request the senate to explore this issue. Where does the money raised from halal certification go? Why
 is it a recent (1980s ) phenomenon? No other religion demands a certification.

I thank you for your time.

Kind regards,
Antonia Naarstig
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From:   
Sent: Friday, 31 July 2015 2:32 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: THIRED PARTY CERTIFICATION OF FOOD
 
Senate Standing Committees on Economics
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600

 
 
SUBMISSION
RE-
 THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATION OF FOOD
 
I would like to make a few points about Halal certification and how it affects consumers.This is a

 fee that is placed on goods and services, much like GST, except the public know where the GST money
 goes. Halal fees are placed on  everything from Anchovies to Zabaglioni. The problem is that people
 who are not of the islamic faith, have to pay these fees, which we are told go to help muslims, with
 Schools, Mosques, and other  things.

It is very unethical, as well as very un-Australian, to force people to pay a fee that has nothing to
 do with them. Jewish people have their own type of animal slaughter, but they do not ask for the whole
 of Australia to only eat animals killed the kosher way do they? Catholics abstain from eating meat
 during Lent and on Friday; do they tell the rest of us that is what we have to do?

It is blatantly wrong that the whole country should pay these halal fees who  gave  them the right
 to do this?  The Government? No I think not.  

Why is there no markings on food, and other goods  to tell the buyer that this item is halal? There
 are a few with a label on, but the majority have no mark or label to tell you what you are buying.    This
 is against the rulings on food labelling surely?    

Why are the rules of slaughter for islamic animal slaughtering, not the same as for normal
 slaughtering, where the animal is stunned and unconscious before it is killed? This is wrong, no one in
 Parliament has changed this ruling have they? If they have then it has to be just for the animals used by
 muslims, not all the slaughterhouses in Australia. 

Not only are the goods, declared halal, the carriers, the wholesalers, the shippers, and anyone who
 touched the goods have to be halal certified. This must obviously put the prices of everything up, and is
 a burden on those in the lower socio-economic status.

The solution is to make it mandatory for all halal certified foods to be labeled as such. This will
 then  give the consumer the choice to buy what they want, with a clear conscience also for those who
 have a religion that says they must not eat foods sacrificed to another God!

Last point - there is no need for this certification at all. The Koran states that a believer can say
 the words “Bismallah” over the food they are about to eat, and it will be blessed as halal.                       
                                             Thank you for reading this submission,

yours
Averill Robinson
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SENATE INQUIRY INTO FOOD CERTIFICATION SCHEMES 

 

I request that my submission be read by the Senate Inquiry into Food Certification Schemes.  

I refer to the two following points. 

 ‘a’. In my humble opinion religions were created by man for the control of man.  I refuse to pay for Halal 
Certification which is a tax imposed for a religious belief.  I have attempted to call several companies 
and ask them how much they pay, how often they pay, to whom they make the cheque to, and most 
importantly when they are Aussie own companies, how much of their product is exported to countries 
that have a majority Muslim population.  They refuse.  Why? Who are they scared of?  

 

‘b’. I demand that all products which are Halal Certified clearly show this on their packages.  The symbols 
must be large enough to identity that their product pays a Muslim religious tax, and at a simple glance 
when I am shopping, and therefore I can leave that product on the shelf.   Alternatively, no products 
should be Halal, but as every Western Government is kowtowing to Islam, that is not about to happen. 

Australia is a secular country and my Constitution was formed on that basis.    

Where do the monies raised from Halal Certification go?  That should be the next Senate Inquiry.  How 
would you feel purchasing a product, especially Australian Made & Owned to find out your monies were 
funding terrorist acts? 

Halal Certification is another arm of Islam.  Islam DOES NOT and CANNOT be compatible in Western 
culture.  I urge you to read the Quran and the Hadiths, as you cannot form an opinion until you are 
familiar with the teachings of this Totalitarian ideology.  

Halal Certification should be stopped.  I would like you to also enquire with the companies running the 
certification schemes as to where they channel the monies that are paid to them.  

Regards 

Maree Miller 
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From: Ruth Rosenberg 
Sent: Friday, 31 July 2015 6:39 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Re Senate inquiry into Halal certification

Dear Honoured Senators,
I write this submission because I am concerned about the rising influence of extremist Muslim attitudes in
 Australa and the consequent rise in general intimidation against free speech and Western values and in anti
 Israel and anti Jewish acts and protests. It has been shown that Halal certification commercial profits in other
 countries fuel extremism and even terrorism. Halal certification has been shown to be far more widespread and
 costly than is known by the public. Although I myself follow the kosher laws and do not wish any harm against
 the right to follow one's own religious requirements, I feel the Halal food certification is on such a large scale,
 it goes beyond religious requirements into political power and influence. It is hard to write this, as the words
 sound like a conspiracy theory, but truth is sometimes stranger than fiction. Many Imams abroad have made no
 secret of the desire of current Islamic extremists to take over the West through various means, including Halal
 certification. Read their words, because they mean what they say. Several European countries are already
 suffering from this agenda. Australia should not allow our naivety and tolerance to make us vulnerable.
Yours
Ruth Rosenberg

Sent from my iPad
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From: David Hastings  
Sent: Friday, 31 July 2015 6:49 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: food classification scheme
 
I have tried to use the parliament website to send this to no avail? I
 registered but still no success?
 
Hello I am writing to you in regards to the senate inquire into food
 classification.
I am very concerned about how our food industry is being hijacked by islam,
 who demand that food producers obtain a special certificate that turns our
 food into an offering to a pagan god. I am not muslim  (only 2% of population)
 and I do not think I should be forced into eating muslim food.
The real deceit come when producers do not put the label on "halal" products
 because they know that most Australian Citizens will not buy them, as we do
 not want to support Sharia Law (which halal certification is) nor do I support
 muslim terror or violence which the halal extortion money goes to,
 "implementing the spread of sharia law world wide"!
I do not see why 98% of our population are forced to eat muslim food in a
 free non muslim country?
Do these food companies want to sell their products to Australians or
 muslims?
islam seem to thrive on dividing and segregating population, as history
 records.
Lets not let them do it here!
Australian Food for Australians, not just muslims!
Sincerely
David Hastings
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From: pam byrne  
Sent: Friday, 31 July 2015 7:07 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: halal certification
 
I object strongly to paying extra for anything halal certified. Halal certified should be user
 pays, should be in separate section of store. The certifiers should be paying the
 government tax on the millions they collect. Why have we allowed so many certifiers
 when many other countries only have one? We have no idea where all the money goes.
 We are complete fools to allow this to go on we don’t pay GST on food yet we are paying
 tax to a religion who produce no balance sheet pay no tax to the Australian Government.
 How can we be sure none of this money is funding terrorists. I wish we were not so
 worried about offending and follow Canada’s stance and ban it completely.                 Pam
 Byrne



ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 1198

Submission Details: Pekka Puronpaa





From: Pekka Puronpaa 
Sent: Friday, 31 July 2015 7:18 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third party certification of food - closing 31/7/2015, 5pm

Good morning,

Accept my submission via this email against Halal Certification.

Halal Certification is undemocratic approach because it forces food consumers to support Halal Certification
 financially when general public purchasing such a food items.

Therefore, I request immediate action by Australian Government to conclude Halal Certification schemes.

Kind regards,

Pekka Puronpaa

Sent from my iPhone
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Senate Standing Committees on Economics 

PO Box 6100 

Parliament House 

Canberra ACT 2600 

To whom it may concern 

 

I would like to submit my concerns for food labelling and certification. In 

particular Halal certification. 

Currently there are a number of manufacturers who are not labelling their food as 

halal when in fact they hold halal certification for it. This upsets me greatly as I 

choose as an Australian to not consume food that has been certified Halal, now I 

find it difficult to know whether or not the food is in fact Halal. I have had my 

choices removed removing my rights as a citizen. 

I am also concerned to exactly where the fees that are paid by Australian 

Companies go. The way these Halal certification organisations are run they don’t 

release any of their accounting data to show exactly where the millions of dollars 

are going. It seems quite plausible to me that this money could be funnelled back 

overseas into the hands of terrorists or into organisations who fund terrorism. 

The Halal certification process has led to non Muslim job losses as some 

certification requirements is that only Muslims slaughter animals. It was my 

understanding that in Australia it was illegal to discriminate based on religion. This 

Halal certification and need for a specific Muslim only slaughter man leads me to 

believe that illegal discrimination practises are currently being practised around the 

country. This needs to stop. 

 

Thankyou for your time 

 

Kind regards  

Warren Broadhead 
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From:  
Sent: Friday, 31 July 2015 7:35 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third party certification of food
 
Submission to Senate Standing Committees on Economics
 
Hello, I want to make known my views about halal food certification and what I want our
 elected representatives in Government to do about it. 
 
My primary concern is the hidden nature of the halal certification scheme, i.e. halal
 certified products are not always identifiable prior to purchase. It must be made a legal
 requirement that any product for sale to the public is clearly labelled as halal certified. The
 legal requirement to comply with mandatory labelling should be placed on companies
 that pay the certification fees.  
 
The basic premise for mandatory clear labelling is that the public should be able to rely on
 elected representatives to protect the public against misleading marketing. Also to ensure
 that the public can make informed purchasing decisions. 
 
I resent paying, through the purchase of products, for an islamic driven money raising
 scheme simply because I cannot identity the certified products. I want the Australian
 Government to put a stop to this misleading practice of unidentified halal certified
 products. 
 
Followers of islam have openly declared their intent to end Western democracy. I don't
 want any part of funding anything to do with islam. It is incumbent upon your committee
 to provide our Government with the means to protect the public from unknowingly
 supporting anyone supporting Islamic beliefs.
 
Thank you for your time.
 
Please do not make my name available to the pubic.
 
Regards,
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From: Lucy Nucifora 
Sent: Friday, 31 July 2015 8:13 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Stop Halal Tax

Dear Sir,
As Australian citizens we do not want and are against halal tax on our foods.
Regards,
Lucy Nucifora

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Peter Inns  
Sent: Friday, 31 July 2015 8:22 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Food Certification Schemes Australia
 
To Whom it may Concern,
 
I wish to make a brief submission regarding Food Certification Schemes. It seems to me that
 there is little information available and that usually leads to rumour, innuendo, fearmongering
 and misinformation replacing facts. I would like to see the following issues clarified:
 

·         Information on both schemes and the certification bodies in Australia. Please include
 schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and general
 food safety certification schemes.

·         current labelling requirements of food certification schemes
·         the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees
·         whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to

 make informed purchasing decisions
·         details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and

 the potential for these to impact on prices for consumers
·         the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and

 returns to producers
·         the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including,

 but not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any related
 matters.

 
 
Peter Inns

Contact: 
 

No infections found in this outgoing message
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From: Tricia Wells 
Sent: Friday, 31 July 2015 8:38 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal Certification

I totally disagree with companies paying a fee to gain certification, especially halal which is not of our culture
 yet it dictates what we eat, how things are produced in our country......halal killing of livestock us absolutely
 cruelty and should not occur in the 21st century!  I have stopped buying halal where I have other choices or
 now just chose to go without some items altogether....thus us wrong, we are not a Muslim country, the majority
 of the population are not Muslim ... Other cultures have come here to 'blend' with us, not yo change us, yet
 alone 'expect' us to change to cater for them.  Thus is wrong and should cease immediately.

Patricia Wells

Sent from my iPad
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Senate Standing Committees on Economics 
PO Box 6100 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600 
 
Dear Senate Committee, 

INQUIRY INTO FOOD CERTIFICATION SCHEMES 

All points below are of concern to me and my family. 

a. the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not limited to, 
schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and general food safety 
certification schemes; 

b. current labelling requirements of food certification schemes; 

c. the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees; 

d. whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make 
informed purchasing decisions; 

e. details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and the 
potential for these to impact on prices for consumers; 

f. the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and returns to 
producers;  

And most concerning; 

g. the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including, but not 
limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any related matters.” 

 

Regards, 

Lesley Lindsay 
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Inquiry into third party certification of food  

 

 

There has been gross abuse of third party certification of food. As someone who has for some years 
been involved in the anti  halal movement I have seen huge numbers of people who have been so 
traumatised the have been turning to government and other agencies and have been rebuffed. They 
have then used online groups to share their problems with government and other government 
agencies to resolve the issues they have been faced with. There have been some very serious claims 
been made and in other circumstances would have seen people in court facing charges. While here 
have been some issue around kosher meat other products have been labelled so that people can 
avoid them altogether which is a good outcome for consumers. Government must act to protect 
everyone that I will mention or this industry will face a royal commission in the not too distant 
future. 

When involved with an online group we would receive many complaints and most people frightened 
of losing their jobs would ask that they remain anonymous. One person has left me with a phone 
number and name and the name of the halal agency that tried to extort money from him with 
threats that I can provide to the inquiry if asked to do so and his story I will tell here. 

I was left with a phone number and I called him the next day and he outlined the problem his friend 
faced as a result of open nation of our certification of foods. 

The friend had arrived at this man’s home he was sobbing as he told him that he had attempted to 
find out what the halal system entailed. The man owned a very modest business and he only took a 
small wage from the business as it was not earning very much at all and he intended to look at ways 
to expand the business. He went to a large halal certifier and enquired as to what the whole thing 
entailed he asked about his business and dollar signs lit up the certifiers eyes and he noted the 
potential earning for this business in the future.  I cannot remember what the exact figure was that 
was quoted for the halal certificate  only that it was  near double what the man was taking as a 
wage. (The man I spoke with can provide that figure). The businessman told the certifying agency 
that he could not pay the amount asked and was then told if he did not pay he would be blacklisted 
by all the companies that had halal certification. They would be asked to blacklist him. That would 
ruin his business and that was when he arrived at the home of the man that I spoke with. 

There has been a man who told us he has been approached by some Muslim men who were 
attached to a certifying agency and they told him he had to be halal certified or he would also be 
blacklisted. The extortion and threats has been a feature of halal certification and we have had very 
few problems raised with halal certification and nothing on this scale of abuse. 

 

I am unsure if the goal posts have been moved but this is extortion there is no set fee and the threat 
of black listing should be a chargeable offence. The government agencies are of course paralysed 
with fear and have not acted on so many of these instances that people have been left dazed and 
angry and terribly out of pocket  and I wonder how many  small business have gone to the wall over 
large fees being demanded that exceed what the business can afford 
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There was a farmer who found the page and she was angry as well she said that the cattle she 
owned were very well looked after and she was angry because when she went to sell her cattle she 
had to tick the halal slaughter box or her cattle would not be accepted and she would have to take 
them home.  I said to her that she was correct and that numerous research had been conducted and 
that our own CSIRO had reported that the animals suffered extreme stress compared to non halal 
slaughter and that those stress hormones got into the muscles and made the meat tougher.  We also 
discussed that the CSIRO had asked that captive bolt slaughter be re-introduced to make the 
slaughter humane/ 

The question is why we have to accept that animals are tortured so some people can make money 
selling to nations that can accept humane killing from other nations.  People who ask for labelling of 
this meat do so because they want to avoid meat that has been killed by torture and they want to 
buy the best meat not tough meat. There have been so many slaughter men who have been on the 
page because they have been ceremoniously been shafted as Muslim slaughter men have been 
taken from overseas.  This abuse of fellow Australians is disgusting by all standards of decency.  

Some of the men have taken other employment at the abattoirs and these men tell us about the 
small goods companies and how much they are charged for halal certification. And we are told by 
workers how those huge costs are passed onto consumers, Because we share all information unless 
it would endanger individuals employment and as such we are able to get many people who pass on 
information regarding costs that are passed onto consumers which do not match the rhetoric that 
has been around for a long time telling people that the fees are small and do not affect consumers. 

We have had Muslims who have either used the page for information or have also commented 
about the whole situation. They are angry that non-Muslims have been asked to pay religious fees 
on their food. They trust that the group has done extensive research and can safely eat the food we 
have listed. This sorry state of affairs has come about because companies and businesses have told 
lies to people about the state of their food and whether or not it is halal certified. 

 The supermarkets have lied to everyone who has spoken to them about halal food and especially 
meat. They tell people they have a halal meat section with signage however the meat is halal killed 
and he only difference is the transport method and whether or not the meat is considered halal 
certified  by Muslims. This is where the Muslim population is large and in other supermarkets there 
is no difference in the meat signage so the Muslim community do not shop at those supermarket 
they do not trust that the meat is halal. When people ask the supermarkets is the meat halal they 
are told no however it is very important for non-Muslims if the meat is killed using the halal method 
of slaughter and people would like to know via labelling if the meat is from those animals. This as 
important to people as halal and kosher food and should be treated as such by government. 

Consumers need to be informed correctly that the food that they are buying meets their needs and 
should not be ignored. We have the Sikh community that also cannot eat halal and make up a good 
percentage of the community they should be able to purchase in confidence. The supermarkets are 
forcing food companies and businesses to be halal certified if they want to be on their shelves we 
have Nudie Drink Company telling us they were asked by Woolworths to get halal certification if they 
wanted to sell in Woolworths enquiries to Woolworths saw them deny this was the case.  We all 
know it is going on and we detest the supermarkets for lying to us and have voted with our feet and 
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shopped elsewhere when we have a choice however for some folk in small towns and in the country 
they do not have the luxury of voting with their feet but they can vote at the ballot box to protest . 

 

There is no such thing as a business that does not pass on costs and if the costs of halal certification 
are not regulated properly the people will lose faith in government. We have seen the abattoir 
owners in Queensland protesting the huge fee increases and I maintain we need a government 
agency to take over the fee structure and management of the halal industry and to set realistic 
charges to businesses. To have third party fee setting is outrageous especially as it is not regulated. 
The calls for investigation into extortion of small business should be regarded as alarm bells. 

To have religious fees imposed on all Australian is an abuse of their human right  

To be able to practice their own beliefs freely and the imposition of fees encroaches on those rights. 

While it is fair to export to nations where this is necessary however domestically the numbers of 
people needing have halal certified food can adequately be serviced from the export market foods 
and if labelled they could be easily found. Kosher food is a niche market they have been supplying 
their own for a long time but they do put some meat into the general food system. Many people do 
not agree with the killing methods used as they do not agree with halal slaughter. The  Jews have 
maintained that their slaughter men  are well trained and go through an exam and have to train for a 
number of years the blades are extra sharp more so than that of those halal kills. Again labelling 
would ensure both groups would be able to ensure their needs have been met. The fees charged are 
somewhat less that the halal fees however regulation would ensure that consumers would be able 
to feel safe knowing that the fee structure wold cover costs. 

The halal certifying industry has been likened to the mafia by those businesses and companies who 
have been affected and needs to be tackled immediately and government need to take over this 
industry.  

We have mosques listed as the business address which I completely wrong we are being made to 
pay fees to a religious organisation and our government has forced us to be involved in this religion 
against our will any wonder that the backlash has been so huge globally. If it is not breaching part of 
our constitution is sailing very close to the government setting up a religion. There is no tax being 
paid when the mosque is involved and that is another avenue the government is foregoing taxation. 
This should not be allowed to happen in an industry as large as this and the government should be 
governing for all Australians not just those wanting to make a dollar on the backs of most of 
Australia.  

There are always calls that we are trying to drive folk out of business but that is ridiculous as there 
are people such as us in other nations wanting to have non halal food and cannot buy it other than 
travelling long distances to source food such as we in Australia are doing. The export business is not 
what we are complaining about we lie in Australia and the domestic market is the one we are 
concerned about   so those claims are untrue. We want a fair go and we are not getting it and we 
want business to b honest in their dealings with us and we want business to be operating on a level 
playing field without being under duress. They are frightened to even speak out in case their 
business is at risk. Many will not put a submission into the inquiry because the inquiry is open and a 
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closed inquiry might need to be held to see the true extent of the problem. People should not be in 
ad on in the whole sorry saga of third party registration and the people should be shown that the 
problem is not caused by the average Muslim because they do not think we should be paying 
religious fees on our food.  Fear of talking should not remain and if the government is serious about 
this subject the government should make it so they can talk openly and that would mean some sort 
of closed inquiry which could be attached to this inquiry so that the overall picture is a true and 
correct overview of this industry 

The other issue that people have been talking about is the fact that tax payers money has poured 
into abattoirs and related industries to set them up for halal slaughter. This is our money and we 
should have had a say in something as important as changing the killing methods, the loss of jobs to 
overseas workers and the cost to consumers as well as the condition of the meat and the  religious 
connotation surrounding animals slaughter.  

They should have set up two killing lines one for domestic and another for export. There have been 
other abattoirs who have done this and that solve the problems for the rest of us. It should have 
been part of the agreement when the government gave them tax payers money and the 
government needs to fix this as the abattoirs are making enough money out of the export market 
that they can set up either another line for the domestic market or another day with another 
slaughter man so that all Australians who have paid them can be catered for in the future. We hear 
how the government does not want taxpayer money to be spent on private businesses but the 
reality is quite different so what are we getting for our money because it looks like we are being 
short changed 

 Supermarkets did force the hand of several abattoirs because the supermarkets would only accept 
halal killed meat which is not bought by Muslims who avoid it and we are avoiding the meat so why 
are the supermarkets doing this. 

There is some figure projected that the Muslim market will grow domestically to some hug figure but 
the obvious question is we are still going to be a larger group and we should be counted as such in 
projected figures and should be catered for when it comes t buying food that is not  carrying 
religious fees on it. 

 Supermarkets and other businesses have the right to sell what they want but they should not be 
allowed to lie to consumers. The should be forced to have labels showing what foods have been 
halal certified  because to not do so opens up the government to claims they are colluding in the 
halal certification industry by refusing to act against blatant abuses  that can be seen every day on 
the pages online.  To force businesses to be halal certified is outrageous the supermarkets are  in 
businesses that control of all avenues of food product thus ensuring that the market is closed to non 
halal businesses thus effectively shutting them out and eventually they will fail as without labelling 
consumers have been unable to easily find these businesses. We should be growing businesses that 
is what the government is saying but on the other hand we see these businesses going to the wall all 
because they will not go halal certified. People would rather go without or grow their own as be held 
to ransom by those who have an agenda and who are operating as outlaws with impunity as 
thousands of people if not millions who have contacted the government. I have seen some of those 
letters and some are indeed racist in tone however they do have some legitimacy when they 
complain about the industry which is making big money out of industry on the backs of other 
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Australians who have had a religious rite imposed on them/#. As I have mentioned Muslims have 
complained as well as they cannot shop easily and they will not buy the meat in the supermarket as 
it is not halal. The supermarkets admit this so why are we having halal killed meat forced on non -
Muslims who do not want to eat the meat once they know what is going on. This means Muslims 
have to either access a Muslim butcher or a backyard butcher which is not sanitary and should be 
shut down. The labelling of this food must be labelled for everyone to be able to access the food 
they want as labelling will make sure that the food is what it says it is for all Australians. We see food 
that Muslims cannot eat being labelled as halal food aside from the laughter there is a sinister side 
that recognises that somewhere some halal agency has taken money from business not telling them 
the truth. To have labelling the industry will be transparent and driven by consumers once again the 
business will  be able to choose for themselves what  they want to do as far as the markets go as 
people are not trying to force business to change what they are doing because like consumers they 
should want to choose for themselves if they want to purchase religious fees for their products. 

 

The government has to act to rein in this industry because there is criminal behaviour as people are 
threatened and money is extorted  rom people who have just asked what he fees are. If the 
government takes over the management of this industry we can hope that the fees are very low and 
cover costs only. That he government will crack down on those who make threats to black ban 
businesses who do not obtain halal certification if it is good enough to crack down on unions for the 
same thing it is imperative the government be seen to have clean hands and also crack down on this 
industry as well. 

Australians have many religions and beliefs and the government is complicit in abusing the rights of 
Australians by ignoring their calls for labelling and an industry which is run by government. The meat 
industry is so bad that corruption and miss -labelling is rife. Our animals should be killed via captive 
bolt as the research is instructing. It is a research centre that is respected by Australians and should 
be respected by the government. We should never allow our animals to be tortured for money it is a 
disgrace and should not be allowed to continue as a western nation we owe it to animals to treat 
them as mentioned in all the government literature says they should be treated. Never before has 
the need to make money been done at such a high cost to Australians and the animals in Australia. I 
know that the markets in the Middle East are a rich source of income so they say but I have looked 
at the data and like us the consumers stick to their own known brands so we would only be selling to 
a reduced market and the income it generates in reality is not matching projected targets. These 
people exporting should be asking the EU and be asking those nations in the EU if they can supply to 
the non-Muslim people in those nations because those people are suffering the same fate. It is one 
thing to talk amongst other nations to implement imposing halal on the people of those nations but 
quite another to make people do that. There is a rise in the number of people who are eating pork 
and bacon products which are alarming as young children are also on a diet of bacon and ham and 
further down the track we will see the affects in the hospitals and health centres and it will cost the 
government to care for those people.  

There are businesses who do sell non halal meat and without labelling they are not selling as much 
as they should be selling and they are suffering as a result and will eventually go under as a result of 
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government intervention. There are many people unaware of what is happening and they deserve to 
be looked after by government intervention to ensure they are not ripped off in the future. 

 

Forcing people to be involved in the halal certification industry has fuelled the anti -Muslim 
sentiment as people are blaming them for the current situation instead of aiming their anger at the 
government for doing this to them. This is an ad on in the whole sorry saga of third party registration 
and the people should be shown that the problem is not caused by the average Muslim because 
they do not think we should be paying religious fees on our food . 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 1207

Submission Details: Rev Warwick Davidson





From: 
Sent: Friday, 31 July 2015 9:31 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Please make the labelling of Halal certified foods compulsory

Dear Committee Members,

I wish to restrict my submission on the third party labelling of food to the issue of Halal certification and
 labelling.

I am concerned that some food companies pay for Halal certification, but provide no indication on the
 packaging that their company funds the implementation of this aspect of Sharia Law. I believe that companies
 have the right to pay these certification fees to access certain export markets, but if they do, they should be
 required to reveal this to their Australian customers, in the same way that revealing the ingredients, nutritional
 information and now country of origin is mandatory.

Sharia’s spread should concern all Australians because its growing influence over our law, finance and food
 will ultimately weaken the Judeo-Christian basis of our society and curtail our freedoms. And Halal
 certification, as innocuous as it first appears, does form a part of this program. A senior Muslim cleric in 2010
 is even on record candidly urging Muslims to ‘conquer the world through the Halal movement.’

This is why I call on the committee to recommend that a Halal warning logo be displayed on the packaging of
 all products that are Halal certified. This should bring the issue more to the public’s attention, allow consumers
 to make an informed choice not to fund Sharia and level the playing field, making Halal certification less
 attractive to Australian businesses as they weigh-up the potential export market gains against the potential
 domestic market losses.

Yours sincerely,

Rev Warwick Davidson
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Senate Standing Committees on Economics 
PO Box 6100 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600 

By email: economics.sen@aph.gov.au  

31st of July 2015 

Submission to Senate Standing Committees on Economics 
 
The Australian Food Sovereignty Alliance (AFSA) is a collaboration of organisations and individuals 
working together towards a food system in which people have the opportunity to choose, create and 
manage their food supply from paddock to plate. AFSA is an independent organization and is not aligned 
with any political party. Currently we have 120 individual, organisational, business and farmer members. 
These members include national networks such as the Australian City Farms and Community Gardens 
Network, peak bodies such as the Melbourne Farmers Markets Association and the Victorian 
Local Governance Association, the City of Melbourne, and leading environment organisations such as 
Humane Choice, MADGE and Gene Ethics. We are a part of a robust global network of farmer-led 
organisations involved in food security and food sovereignty policy development and advocacy. Our 
involvement includes being the sole Australasian representative on the Civil Society Mechanism of the 
Food and Agriculture Organisation’s Committee on World Food Security, as well as being the sole 
Australian representative on the International Planning Committee for Food 
Sovereignty. We are also linked to Slow Food International.  
 
We work extensively with primary food producers and consumers across every state and territory in 
Australia. Our committee consists of published academics and lecturers from RMIT, Deakin University, 
University of Tasmania, and the Queensland University of Technology, farmers from NSW, VIC, ACT and 
WA, and local advocates and campaigners representing Food Connect, Friends of the Earth, Fair Food 
Brisbane and the Permaculture Network. Our vice president is also convenor of the Australasian Agri 
food Research Network. 
 
Below are our comments on the current food certification schemes. 
 

GM labelling 
Research concerning the safety of food derived from or containing GMOs is ambiguous and consumers 
have a right to know when GM products have gone into the food they are consuming so they can make 
an informed choice.  
At the moment the GM labelling requirements in Australia and New Zealand are inadequate as GM 
labelling is only required if the GM foods, ingredients, additives, or processing aids, by comparing with 
a conventionally grown counterpart, is found to contain novel DNA.  
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We argue that the novelty of gene technology as a means to alter food for human consumption, and the 
fact that it has not been around for long enough to rule out all effects that could be adverse to human 
health, justifies the necessity of labelling all products containing any GMO.   
 

Free range labelling 
The current free range labelling standards are set too low which is misleading for consumers. The term 
‘free range’ suggests high animal welfare, but often stocking densities are still very high (29% of free 
range egg production in Australia is currently running at more than 20.000 hens per hectare). Current 
free range labelling do not require paddock rotation to ensure continual vegetation growth, soil 
regeneration or any other agroecological measure. Consumers should not be expected to be experts in 
labelling and they should be able to trust the labels that they see on food to accurately represent the 
contents and the way in which it was produced. 
 
In conclusion, democracy and transparency in food systems are paramount to health and safety. People 
have the right to know what they consume so they can make an informed choice. 
 

Sincerely, 

Tammi Jonas 
President  
Australian Food Sovereignty Alliance 
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My Concerns about Halal Certification in Australia 
By JM3435 
 
I have no problem with food bearing a Halal certification symbol.  I acknowledge that Halal 
certification increases the export opportunities for some Australian produce. 
 
I believe that any fees for certification should be minimal and only cover the cost of verifying food 
meets the halal requirements. 
 
There should be no surplus of fees over the cost of certification that goes to any religious cause, 
whether mosques or the advancement of Islam in Australia.  If there is any surplus going to Islamic 
causes, how can this not be considered a religious tax? 
 
The CEO of Halal Australia publicly acknowledged that profits from halal certification go to fund 
mosques.  On Abc.net.au/radionational/programs/bushtelegraph/halal/5843904, Dr Muhammad 
Khan, the CEO of Halal Australia, says there is nothing wrong with money from Halal certification 
going to mosques.  “It is absolutely not necessary to talk about this subject matter,” he says. 
“Don’t (Kosher certification organisations) fund their own synagogues? Why can’t the Islamic 
certification body give donations to mosque projects?”   
 
I am opposed to a portion of my payments for food going to any religious group whether it be 
muslim, Christian, jewish, whatever.  I know that Sanitarium is owned by a Christian group. I have 
the choice to not buy Sanitarium products.  Where 75%+ of products are halal certified, it is difficult 
to avoid buying halal certified products and paying a fee, portion of which goes to Islamic causes.  
Attached article ‐ The Australian “Halal certification charter signed in secret in Mecca” (Rick Morton 
25 May 2015) talks of the Muslim leader’s control of the “booming halal certification market” – why 
is that market booming in Australia for covering produce that is not for export to muslim countries? 
 
Halal certificatation in Australia should be the responsibility of a government authority.  Any excess 
of fee revenue over certification checking should stay in public revenue and be for the benefit of 
Australian people generally, not for a particular religious group. 
 
Why can’t there be an honesty system where food manufacturers make a declaration that their 
produce is halal after following clear guidelines.  Audits could be carried out. 
 
I have read that The Islamic Halal certifying organisations insist that certifiers must be Muslim.  If 
that were the case, that would be discrimination.  There should not be a whole industry built around 
halal certification and certainly not an industry that discriminates by refusing to employ non 
muslims. 
 
In Food Magazine October 2013 there was an article stating that abattoirs were paying $27,000 per 
month for halal certification. These fees seem excessive.  Even if fees do not seem high, say $1,000 
per year per producer.  $1,000 for 20,000 food producers is $20,000,000 per year.  I hope the 
Enquiry establishes how much revenue is being generated in this unregulated industry – and where 
it is going. 
 
Why are halal certification fees being paid for so much food which is not going to be exported? 
Example ‐  supermarket bread sold in Australia.  
 
Why are halal certification fees paid for hot cross buns, a food that celebrates a Christian event? 
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Abattoirs in Queensland are having to fork
out up to $27,000 per month for Halal
certification, money which is allegedly
being used to fund Islamic schools and
mosques.

The allegations that Halal certifiers must
donate a share of their revenue to  mosques
and Islamic schools has stopped a significant
number of Queensland’s Halal meat exports to
Indonesia, resulting in affected abattoir
operators boycotting the expensive Halal
certifiers endorsed by Indonesia’s top Islamic
body, The Indonesian Council of Ulama (MUI),
The Courier Mail reports.

Halal certifiers must be accredited by MUI and
the organisation only approves one certifier per
state or territory.

One Queensland processor stated that it had
been quoted $27,000 per month in Halal
certification fees through a MUIendorsed
certifier  almost four times the amount that the
Brisbanebased Australian Halal Food
Services (AHFS) organisation charges.

The AHFS had its accreditation authority suspended by MUI for allegedly engaging in “unfair
competition” that could potentially ‘weaken’ the Halal certification movement.

In addition, a Melbourne company Australian Halal Authority and Advisers (AHAA), was
deregistered for allegedly operating without a current permit, and the Adelaide Mosque Islamic
Society was suspended by the MUI for failing to pay its US $1,000 membership fee.

Stephen Kelly, general manager of industry affairs for Japaneseowned meat packer, Nippon
Meat said that its Queensland abattoirs that relied on the AHFS for certification were now unable
to sell Halal meat in Indonesia.

“Indonesia is still an important market and we would be keen to have a resolution of this,” said
Kelly.

The federal Department of Agriculture said that while it  has no power over the approvals for
religious certifiers, it was determined to work with the MUI to resolve any issue that affect trade.

"The Australian government values our close relationship with MUI and will continue to work
together with MUI to overcome issues that affect the mutually beneficial trade in red meat to
Indonesia," said a spokesperson for the department. 
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•

matt.  •  2 years ago

Its not just meat that is halal nearly everything is now days Cadbury chocolate nestle
mars just to name a few, abd some companies are so deceitful due to the fact they do
not put the halal certification stamp on there packaging so people can maje a informed
choice.

  19△ ▽  

•

Kerry Sp    •  a year ago> matt.

nearly all milk and bread, kraft, sara lee, SPC, Kelloggs, Sanitarium
  9△ ▽  

•

sickofhalal    •  4 months ago> Kerry Sp

nearly all chicken which is not even exported. Well some is but its offal
and feet and it goes to hongkong, singapore, philipines and vietnam. So
why certify? I bet they dont sell steggles at lakemba, most muslims
would go to a halal butcher. so why are WE paying for it.

As Mohammed ElMouelhy from halal australia says... "he is laughing all
the way to the bank" How do you feel suckers?

  9△ ▽  

•

Beth  •  2 years ago

We are not a Halal country.
  22△ ▽  

•

Ban the Burqua II  •  2 years ago

Unfortunately while the govt won't do a single thing in case they upset the minority and
their precious Indon deal we will continue to have halal in Australia and our cattle will
continue to be treated as if they don't have feelings, we wil also continue to have other
items like toothbrushes and paste, industrial oils and anything else they can think of to
retain the halal certificate.

  12△ ▽  

•

Kerry Sp    •  a year ago> Ban the Burqua II

don't forget marketing, logistics, packaging etc etc, all have to be halal certified.
Its a bloody rort and all to push the agenda of a world caliphate, by whatever
means. Anyone who cant see what this scam is all about, is plain stupid

  9△ ▽  

•

Notamuzrat  •  2 years ago

I am absolutely opposed to being force fed halal meat by supermarket and now look
for butchers who don't sell it.

  21△ ▽  

•

Ross A Lloyd    •  2 years ago> Notamuzrat

Not easy to find one...
 △ ▽  

•

educate yourself    •  a year ago> Ross A Lloyd

not really i can name dozens in Brisbane
  6△ ▽  

•

ROBERT BUTLER    •  8 months ago> educate yourself

educate yourself tell us where in Brisbane and can you be sure
that they are telling you the truth?

  1△ ▽  
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•

colelatimer1    •  a year ago> Notamuzrat

Exactly, let's keep the force feeding where it belongs  Foie Gras.
  3△ ▽  

•

ROBERT BUTLER    •  8 months ago> Notamuzrat

Good luck with that.
 △ ▽  

•

high treason  •  2 years ago

Hopefully the companies treasure their supposed 2% increase in sales whilst
grappling with the increasing number of Aussies who will boycott anything Halal. Go to
halal Choices. Most annoying is that some products that are Halal are not labelled on
the package, eg Milo(now I need to tweak my hot chocolate recipe)and many of my
favourites are Halalcontact the companies who have bowed down to them and let
them know they have lost your custom.

  10△ ▽  

•

Irwin  •  2 years ago

Our Government is a bunch of wimps. They don't seem to realise that Halal
certification is deliberately subverting our food industry and economy

  9△ ▽  

•

Tres    •  a year ago> Irwin

couldn't agree more. the government are run by bunch of crowd pleasers, too
scare to upset

  5△ ▽  

•

Sandra Johnson    •  a year ago> Irwin

What is halal certifide meat? Let me guess...approved by muslims.? Ignorant.
 △ ▽  

This comment was deleted.

•

Ban The Burqua Banners    •  6 months ago> Guest

The Australian Crime Commission had this to say in regards to
its recent Eligo National Taskforce, which found some financial
links in Australia to groups including Hezbollah:

“The task force has identified direct links between serious and
organised, money laundering and terrorism funding. However,
the Australian Crime Commission is not aware of any direct
links between the legitimate Halal certification industry and
money laundering or the financing of terrorist groups.”

  3△ ▽  

•

frog20  •  2 years ago

I do not buy goods with Halal certification because I am not a Muslim
  7△ ▽  

•

colelatimer1    •  a year ago> frog20

I don't buy vegetables because I'm not a vegetarian. I'm with you on this
brother.

  5△ ▽  

•

ROBERT BUTLER    •  8 months ago> frog20

Well you better Google halal Choice because you might be purchasing goods
that are halal certified!!!!

  1△ ▽  

•

Lady Pharexsys Mage    •  6 months ago> frog20

you might want to relook at that....sorry..
 △ ▽  

•

Sandy  •  2 years ago

How about we guarantee our own food seccurity first before we worry about pandering
to this foolishness!

  2△ ▽  

Concerned Granny  •  a year ago

Please folk, don't be so narrow minded. Halal certification is all about marketing. The
food which is certified as halal is no different to that which you are already eating.
There are numerous halal bodies that will certify. Unfortunately there are so many
different sects and each does not recognise the other and each wants their own mufti
to arrange certification by one of their own brothers. What is interesting is that there
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•

to arrange certification by one of their own brothers. What is interesting is that there
are no female halal certifiers. Why? There are supposed muslim deboners who are
selling different meats to their brothers which is supposed to be halal. I know of
numerous muslim deboners who will purchase meats (standard, non halal meat) when
there is a shortage of halal meats or the price of non halal is cheaper and they will sell
it off as halal. At the end of the day they are business men before God fearing muslims
and will supply to their customers what the customer believes is halal. The good news
is that the meat is Australian, it is good quality and people do not know the difference
and it does not make them ill.

 △ ▽  

•

educate yourself    •  a year ago> Concerned Granny

All meats are halal except pork as prescribed in the koran. the only foods that
are harram to a muslim are from animals with a cloven hoof (dog and pig)
Halal accreditation is simply a religious tax imposed on kaffirs (infidels and non
muslims) by muslims for the purpose of protection

  7△ ▽  

•

sickofhalal    •  4 months ago> Concerned Granny

Concerned Granny, if you want to support mosques and islamic schools, why
not do it in the above board manner and write a cheque and seeing as they are
a charitiable organisation you can claim it on your tax.

Well thats how honest people do it. The muslims, like to take money off all of us
without the majority ever realising it and when their is an uproar they RELY on
people like you concerned granny, to make those of us who can see the
injustice of this feel bad. But never mind good ole Mohamed from halal australia
is laughing all the way to the bank.

  1△ ▽  

•

Tres  •  a year ago

This is just a sneaky way, a conspiracy for Islam to impose their religious doctrine to
all of us. Australia is not an Islam country alright!

  6△ ▽  

•

colelatimer1    •  a year ago> Tres

And those sneaky glutenfree cults trying to impose their will and doctrines on
us nongluten, normal people, am I right? Australia is a not glutenfree country,
keep Australia beautiful.

  5△ ▽  

•

educate yourself    •  a year ago> colelatimer1

gluten intolerance is a diagnosable illness. your example is moot and
useless

  7△ ▽  

•

colelatimer1    •  6 months ago> educate yourself

Gluten intolerance isn't. Being a coeliac is.
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pu...
The point isn't moot, as it is highlighting the absurdity of the
comment to which I responded. Obviously sarcasm isn't a
strong point of yours, and before you respond with "sarcasm is
the lowest form of wit' don't forget to include the rest of the
Oscar Wilde quote.
There's no conspiracy to bring Halal in, and if any thing, the only
ploy is by marketers to open a company's potential trading
base, buddy. 
Next you'll be pointing to a Zionist conspiracy over kosher
salt......

 △ ▽  

•

Cat  •  a year ago

Tell them to bugger off & find another market, if they can :P
  1△ ▽  

•

Cat  •  a year ago

Far out they dont need a 
certificate they can bless it themselves just like chrstians say grace :P

  2△ ▽  

Lucas Rhino Barrows  •  a year ago

I believe that the $ 27,000 per month or $ 324,000 a year that they fork out on Halal
certification can be better spent on community programs funding some sports teams 
funding art programs, employment ventures aka hiring more staff, advertising QLD
meat as the better meat in the nation... anything but to have a piece of paper.
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Not to mention ANZAC biscuits from Byron Bay now being halal.
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Roy  •  6 months ago

I don't care about added cruelty to animals or money to anywhere. I DO NOT
believe in the Islamic god and therefore have the right to reject that has been
slaughtered in that god's name. I have the right to eat food without gods &
religion coming in between. I may be an atheist or an adherent of another
religion other than Islam (which is 96% of Australia) & it’s totally racist
& utterly discriminatory to be forced to consume food slaughtered / cut /
prepared in the name of a god I don’t believe in.

If its halal chocolate or meat or whatever else, then I also have the right
to reject that chocolate & have normal nonhalal chocolate for my
consumption or meat or whatever else.

Halal is special & specific requirement for muslims & shops can
clearly have goods marked halal in a separate section. For 96% of the
population who decide for themselves what to eat instead of religious texts
telling them, its an insult to the right of selfdetermination and basic human
intelligence.
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Ray    •  6 months ago> Roy

Halal certification is like Kosher or Organic certification, it's a simple way to
show it meets one group's standards. What's the big deal. If you're atheist (or
any other religion for that matter), why on earth would you care whether it
meets a religious standard? If you really don’t believe it than it’d be like having
Harry Potter cast a spell on your vegemite. It doesn’t make one bit of
difference.
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Well that being the case, do you know where the money you
pay for any of your food and/or goods goes and what they are
using it for? Perhaps you could boycott all food and/or goods
(and services) unless you can prove exactly where all the
money goes and what they are using it for.
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dont forget TOOTHPASTE, PASTA, BEER, EVERYTHING! its a scam & the
government know it they just dont have the balls to stand up & say so!
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Boycott Halal in Australia <<<<<<<<<< look it up. you be suprised to see that even
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Yep items like industrial oils, toothpaste and brushes, foam cups, cling film the
list is endless and ever growing.
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What's the big fuss about Halal
certification?

IMAGE: ANTI-HALAL CAMPAIGNERS HAVE TARGETTED BUSINESSES THAT PAY FOR HALAL CERTIFICATION (TANG MING TUNG: GETTY)

If you look closely enough at the back of the packet, you just might see it. A small symbol,

identifying a product as Halal. From pies to Anzac biscuits, Halal certification is opening

traditional Australian products to emerging markets. So why do some consumers object?

Bush Telegraph investigates.

Increased trade with the Middle East and South East Asia means Halal certification is a

booming business in Australia.

The sector is projected to be worth $1.6 trillion worldwide by 2050, and Australian food

ABCRadioNational 
Excerpt: Behind Halal labelling
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I think Australia is quite
proud of its ability to
produce Halal meat to
international
requirements, while doing
it in a humane way.
JON CONDON, JOURNALIST

exporters are racing to get into the market.

Halal food has been prepared according to

Islamic law, and is free from pork products,

alcohol and certain other ingredients. A

variety of Islamic groups are involved in Halal

certification, with companies who wish their

products to carry a Halal label paying fees for

inspection and certification.

According to beef industry journalist Jon

Condon, Halal certification is widespread in

Australia and can be a big money earner for

meat processors.

'What it means is when the various body parts are divided up it gives those export

meatworks the flexibility to sell certain items, including meat cuts and offal, into Halal

markets.'

'In some cases, it can be the highest paying markets, so it's all part of finding the optimum

market for each individual item.'

Mr Condon says Australia has a good reputation in terms of its ability to meet Halal

requirements.

'We are able to sell Halal certified products into the Middle East, South East Asia and other

communities around the world.'

'I think Australia is quite proud of its ability to produce Halal meat to international

requirements, while doing it in a humane way.'

This certification process has angered a small number of consumers, however. Kirralie

Smith is the founder of Halal Choices and does not support Halal labelling. Ms Smith and

other anti-Halal activists claim certification fees are being directed to mosques which aim

to impose Sharia law in Australia. She says her objections are not about racism, however.

'There are companies wanting to make a lot of money out of it,' says Ms Smith.

'A lot of these companies are just paying the certification because they don't want the

hassle.'

Dr Muhammad Khan, the CEO of Halal Australia, says there is nothing wrong with money

from Halal certification going to mosques.

'It is absolutely not necessary to talk about this subject matter,' he says.

'Don't [Kosher certification organisations] fund their own synagogues? Why can't the

Islamic certification body give donations to mosque projects?'

Mr Khan says accusations of secrecy are misguided, and the Halal certification process is
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helping the Australian economy grow.

IMAGE: VARIOUS HALAL CERTIFICATION LABELS

The Byron Bay Cookie Company, which has been certified Halal for 10 years, recently

became the target of anti-Halal campaigners, who objected to the company's Anzac

biscuits carrying the Halal label.

'It hasn't been easy, we've had a lot of calls and emails that have been quite aggressive

where we have had to ask the police to step in,' the company's CEO, Keith Byrne, told ABC

News.

'We as an iconic brand have been targeted but ultimately if people look at any major

producer will typically have Halal depending on the countries they supply too.'

Like meat processors who say Halal is no different to certification for grain-fed and grass-

fed cattle, Mr Byrne compares Halal to gluten-free labelling.

'The Halal company that certifies us is based in Sydney, they come and they audit us and

then they go away again, they don't bless our foods, they don't bless our site, there's no

religious context to it, they check our hygiene and they check that there's no alcohol there.'

What is Halal?

Halal is an Arabic word meaning lawful or permitted. In reference to food, it is the dietary

standard, as prescribed in the Koran.

By official definition, Halal foods are those that are:

1. Free from any component that Muslims are prohibited from consuming according to

Islamic law.
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2. Processed, made, produced, manufactured and/or stored using utensils, equipment

and/or machinery that have been cleansed according to Islamic law.

All foods are considered Halal except the following:

-Alcoholic drinks and intoxicants

-Non-Halal animal fat

-Enzymes (microbial enzymes are permissible)

-Gelatine from non-Halal source (fish gelatine is Halal)

-L-cysteine (if from human hair)

-Lard

-Lipase (only animal lipase need be avoided)

-Non-Halal animal shortening

-Pork products

-Unspecified meat broth

-Rennet (All forms should be avoided except for plant, microbial and synthetic rennet, as

well as rennet obtained from Halal slaughtered animals)

-Stock (mixed species broth or meat stock)

-Tallow (non-Halal species)

-Carnivorous animals, birds of prey and certain other animals

-Foods contaminated with any of the above products

Source: Islamic Council of Victoria
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This is copied from another submission which I agree on. 

1 Halal certification has been imposed on the Australian consumers without any consultation. It is 
insult to the people with different to Islam beliefs. 

2. Halal certification giving employment to people based on religion not qualification which is racial 
as it is discriminating people from different religious backgrounds despite qualification they might 
have. Are you going to introduce a halal TAFE courses where everybody can learn a new skills and 
apply for this halal overseeing job? 

“We are all halal inspectors – Nurul Ismawi” 

3. Halal food is mostly unmarked (check any supermarket meat section) or it’s marked with little 
logos which are not clear and written in foreign language denying consumers right to choose the 
product. Clear Halal sign or logo should be displayed on every halal product without any exception. 
Halal certification should be also included in the product bar code. 

4. If Australian can eat halal food without any moral consequences, on the same token Muslim 
people can eat pork and any other none halal food. How 98% of population, suddenly need to 
comply with 2% minority? If 2% of the population want halal they can pay companies to make it for 
them on the user pay basis. What are the figures of MacDonald burgers export to the Middle East 
since some outlets become halal certified? 

5. Halal slaughtering is unethical and barbaric. 

6. Halal is a compounding tax and is applied progressively to product from the time is born, 
transport, logistics etc. Products which are naturally halal like milk are certified again. 

7. Halal certifiers mostly registered as a charity or religious organisations so they are not paying any 
tax and just leaching money out of the system without contributing anything at all. 

8. Halal banking with no interest or stamp duties will shift this burden on other Australian people. 

9. Profit distribution. Please investigate the Zakat part of Islamic tax, as possible; Australians are 
paying unwillingly for the bullets which are killing Australian soldiers in Afghanistan, Iraq and other 
Middle East countries where Australian troops are deployed. 

10. Halal tax is nothing else but religious GST introduced through the back door in Australia as halal 
certification has nothing to do with science but everything to do with religion. What is wrong with 
our scientific ISO quality certification? 

11. You can brand people as islamophobes but if you come to the conclusion that nothing is wrong 
with halal certification, please make compulsory to put a halal “universal” logo on every halal 
product, including meat on supermarket shelves. Next to halal logo, please make compulsory for 
certified product to have a Christian’s logo (sample attached and would mean permissible to eat for 
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Christians). This will prove real intention and tolerance of Muslims towards people whose country, 
resources and social welfare they are sharing. 

Till a few years back, there were no halal certification at all and Muslim people survived without it as 
they 

are allowed to eat anything, including pork, when nothing else is available. This is the fraud and if 
companies don’t want to make a non halal product for domestic market they can concentrate on the 
halal food export. We want science not the religion to decide what we are going to it. GM food. We 
heard a horror stories on the Monsanto GM food. Please make sure this GM food is clearly marked 
as it should be. I am not really worrying about Kosher food as they are not really pushing it through 
my throat and not asking for donations either. I do have a problem if the animals are not stunned 
prior to slaughter. 
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I am focusing all my responses about food certification towards halal. 

a) the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not limited to, 
schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and general food safety 
certification schemes; 
 

Like many others I have heard, I ask “Why now?”.  What did Muslims consume prior to the 
introduction of halal certification?  Our fear of being labelled ‘racist’ has enabled a small proportion 
of the community to take ethical financial advantage of the majority of the community. Surely it is 
the Australian Government’s job to protect the interests of the Australian people. I feel let down on 
halal certification. 

I remain offended by the lack of information about the introduction of halal certification. By the time 
the general public heard about halal, it was already firmly in place. It is much easier to stop 
something from happening before it begins rather than removing it after it is entrenched. 

If halal certification is to appease the 2 – 3% of the Australian population who follow the Islamic 
religion, then I ask why they are being favoured over the unknown percentage of the population 
who are deeply offended by this. 

 
b) current labeling requirements of food certification schemes;  
 
c) the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees; 
 
d) whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make 
informed purchasing decisions; 
 
I want to be able to make informed choices when I shop for my family. Where there is an option, I 
always choose the brand that is not halal. There are some products such as sugar that are a 
problem - I am thinking of changing our diet to use locally sourced honey instead. I am outraged 
that halal labelling is not visible or compulsory. My weekly grocery shopping is taking much longer 
now, as I have to research on the internet to assess if my frequently purchased products are halal 
certified, but unmarked. (I am not telling you the details of my shopping trip because I think you 
care, but wish to express to you how inconvenient it is for me – an Australian Christian -  to simply 
buy food for my family in Australia). 
 
 
e) details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and the 
potential for these to impact on prices for consumers; 

I have seen the propaganda (I guess the halal group have the money to buy whatever advertising 
they desire), where it is carefully explained how foolish the fear of paying more is. It is hard for a 
customer to determine why a product is costing more – but I can say that without a doubt, items 
on the supermarket shelf are costing more. Eighteen months ago, I could buy Blade Roast from 
Coles for $9.90 per kg – it is now $14.00. Do you know the cheapest meat – Pork. Is that because it 



does not have halal certification? 
 
f) the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and returns to 
producers; 

The argument that halal certification opens opportunities to Islamic markets overseas, sounds like 
extortion to me. “Extortion... involves the verbal or written instillation of fear that something will 
happen to the victim if they do not comply with the extortionist's will.” Yes, when measured 
against this statement, I again say that it still sounds like extortion to claim that you will lose 
business if you are not halal certified!   

 
g) the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including, but not 
limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any related matters. 

I am outraged that the fees from halal certification are used for the further enrichment of ONE 
group of people. If the Catholic Church wanted to introduce a tax on commonly purchased items 
by all of the community (and I’m sure that if they scoured through the Bible, they could find a good 
reason), and to use those funds to build bigger and better cathedrals, and pay for Catholic students 
to attend university to allow them better opportunities in leadership – IT WOULD NOT BE 
ALLOWED. 

It should not be allowed that ANY religion charge a fee on our food for their benefit. 

 

Halal slaughter is inhumane. We have standards in Australia that specified how our animals are 
treated. I find it repugnant that halal slaughter is allowed to operate without regard to our laws. 

I am concerned about the islamification of our food supply chain. If 85% of our meatworks are now 
halal – that means that 85% of the meatworkers are Muslim.  At what point does this business 
demand that the truck drivers and shop keepers are also Muslim? 
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Senate Standing Committees on Economics 
PO Box 6100 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600 

economics.sen@aph.gov.au 

Dear Committee 

I was born into a Catholic family in Sri Lanka, and migrated to Australia with my 
parents in 1965. I am now a loyal and passionate Australian citizen, and an 
atheist. I have no problem with food certification, or consuming Kosher, vegan, 
Halal or any other certified food. 

Inquiry undermines positive community relations 
Sadly, I feel this ill-conceived Senate enquiry is a disguised attack on Halal 
certification, and by extension and attack on Islam.  

The Islamaphobic focus of this inquiry is reflected in many of the written 
submissions - most don’t even refer to ‘food certification’ – they just launch 
into an attack on Halal food and Islam describing them as a ‘’scam’’ or a “death 
cult”” .  This enquiry is a dog whistle inciting anti-Islamic racism. 

Because the enquiry is essentially anti-Islamic in its intention, it undermines 
positive community relations in Australia by pandering to a few racist and anti-
Islamic elements. Sadly it also gives a message to Australian Muslims, that 
(some elected members) of the Australian parliament are Islamaphobic. 

The Australian parliament should be looking at ways of uniting Australia’s 
diverse multicultural and multi faith community - sadly this food certification 
enquiry does the opposite. 

This submission aims to counter some of the misconceptions about Halal 
certification. The literature on this subject shows that halal food certification is 
good for Australian business, good for employment in Australia, and provides 
evidence to Australian Muslims, and Muslims around the world, that Australia 
is a religiously tolerant multi ethnic nation. 

Halal Certification 

mailto:economics.sen@aph.gov.au
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Practicing Muslims in Australia and overseas will seek out Halal (or ‘lawful’) 
food and drink and conversely, avoid Haram (or ‘unlawful’) food and drink. 

The Australian Food & Grocery Council (AFGC) point out many Australian food 
manufacturers seek Halal certification of their facilities and processes, in order 
to label their products as Halal and ensure they are able to be enjoyed by 
Muslim consumers. The AFGC compare Halal labelling to other sorts of food 
labelling such as ‘vegan’ or ‘gluten-free’ which is sought out by some 
consumers, while at the same time suitable and safe for all consumers. 

For a product to be Halal, it must be as a whole, and in part: 

• free from any substance taken or extracted from a Haram animal or
ingredient (e.g. pigs, dogs, carnivorous animals, animals not slaughtered
in compliance with Islamic rites);

• made, processed, manufactured and/or stored by using utensils,
equipment and/or machinery that has been cleaned according to Islamic
law (e.g. not cleaned with alcohol); and

• free from contact with, or being close to, a Haram substance during
preparation, manufacture, processing and storage (e.g. blood, alcohol,
poisonous and intoxicating plants and insects such as worms and
cockroaches).

http://www.afgc.org.au/about-afgc/our-policies/halal-certification/ 

According to Fact Check, Halal certification is provided by a number of 
organisations, including Halal Australia and the Islamic Co-ordinating Council of 
Victoria (ICCV). These organisations claim some or all of their certification 
funds are donated to educational, religious and welfare organisations. 

Dr Kahn the CEO of Halal Australia, says his organisation donates to Australian  
Islamic schools and Australian Muslim places of worship  as part of its broader 
community engagement program. They also donate to children's hospitals and 
the Cancer Council Australia. He says "We are mindful of responsibility to the 
poor and destitute in the community... here as well as in overseas countries 
[and we donate] through the proper channels, for example Muslim Aid, Islamic 
Relief, they are all registered non-government organisations internationally". 

The Islamic Co-ordinating Council of Victoria (ICCV), claims to be "the major 
Islamic organisation responsible for the certification, monitoring, and 
supervision of Halal food exports from Australia". 

http://www.afgc.org.au/about-afgc/our-policies/halal-certification/
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The  ICCV states it partners with 11 Australian mosques and pays for their 
electricity, water, and other running costs. A spokesperson for ICCV told Fact 
Check "The Australian Muslim community are getting the benefit of the 
certifications. All money from halal services goes to the community." 

Anti-halal campaign 

Unfortunately the aggressive social media campaign  against  Halal certification  
has undermined the profitability of some businesses, caused others to go into 
receivership and led to job losses.  

Fact Check states the Byron Bay Cookie Company was once a very profitable 
business, whose annual halal certification fee was around $1,500 a year. This 
apparently represented about 0.003 per cent of its total cost of doing business. 
The social media campaign against the Company drove the company into 
receivership with the loss of many jobs. 

Other companies have also lost profits and jobs because of attacks on their 
Halal certification. Geoff Hutchinson, a director of the Fleurieu Milk Company, 
which forfeited a $50,000 contract to supply yoghurt to Emirates airlines after 
a sustained anti-halal social media campaign, says halal certification for the 
contract cost about $1,000, or two per cent of the contract. 

I billion halal consumers in SE Asia 

The Australian Food & Grocery Council (AFGC) notes Australia is a multicultural 
and multi-religious country with a diverse population.  It says Australia is an 
important food exporter to many countries in the Asian region, and further 
afield, many of these countries are home to significant Muslim populations.  

Australian businesses can gain significant benefits from Halal certification 
because around 62% of the world's Muslims, or 1 billion people, live in our 
region, in South and Southeast Asia. The largest Muslim population in a 
country is in Indonesia, a nation home to 12.7% of the world's Muslims, 
followed by Pakistan (11.0%), India (10.9%), and Bangladesh (9.2%). These 
countries are much more likely to import Australian foods if they are  halal 
certified.  

In summary I would urge the Committee to focus on promoting positive 
community relations in Australia by dispelling many of the myths and 
misconceptions surrounding Halal Certification, and confirming the significant 
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economic, social and political benefits of promoting and expanding Halal 
Certification. 

Ranil Ratnayeke 
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Please note that I have attempted to post this submission to your website on several
 occasions only to end up with a message that there is a server error...try later.

Halal Submission 30/7/15 forwarded and compiled by:

Lou Teitzel

Phone: 

 

 

 

 

The problem is not with halal food. The problem is with HALAL CERTIFICATION. Have
 a look at the Islamic Koran and you will find that just about all food is naturally halal. The
 major exceptions being pork, meat with blood in it and fish without scales. Non food
 items being halal or not is just rubbish and an example of the extortionist scam perpetrated
 on Businesses who pass the cost onto the consumer who has no choice but to pay for this
 Islamic tax should they require the product.

 

Frankly, I couldn't give a damn if my food is halal or not.

 

My objection is with the halal certification tax/fees charged on businesses for certificates
 which in most cases, are completely unnecessary. This Islamic tax is naturally then passed
 on to consumers of the product. Proceeds of this tax, paid by all Australians when we buy
 a certified product, benefits a minority 2% of our population.

 

I think the following is a very simple, straightforward solution to the Halal Certificate
 scam currently perpetrated on the Australian public.

I suggest an Australian Government Authority/Department should be established to have
 sole responsibility to issue Halal Certificates. The Authority would also authorise and
 monitor Halal Certificates with regard to imports into Australia. All costs incurred by the
 Government Authority to be passed to the applicant business as a nominal fee. This would
 immediately stop the current extortion racket and funding to organisations not supported
 by the majority of Australians.

 

Even a casual look at what Sharia Law is about would indicate to anyone that it's not



 compatible with our Australian Laws, traditions or our way of life. As such, the practice
 and instruction/discussion of Sharia Law IN PUBLIC PLACES should be illegal. As
 Sharia Law is a beneficiary of halal certification fees, I believe a public prohibition of
 Sharia Law is appropriate to be addressed and included in any review of the Halal
 Certificate scam.
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From:
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: SENATE, ECONOMICS, THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATION OF FOOD
Date: Friday, 31 July 2015 10:52:55 AM

Greetings,
 
I make the following submission concerning the Third Party Certification of Food:
 

·         The certification of food to be concerned only with health.  This means that
 Country of Origin should be shown, and a list of ingredients and their dietary
 nutritional value be shown.

·         Certification by religious, social or political entities not be allowed on the
 packaging or presentation of food products.

·         If religious, social or political entities require third party certification, they can
 make direct arrangements with the producers of the certified products.

·         Third party certification adds to the costs of food, and those additional costs
 should be borne by the particular consumers.

 
Thank you.
 
Peter WARWICK
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Phone  

(Please withhold my personal details) 

27th  July 2015 

  

  

Dear Sir/Madam 

  

RE: THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATION FOOD INQUIRY 

  

I would like to add my submission to the inquiry regarding third party certification of foods. 
My concern is with HALAL Third Party Food and other products certification. 

  

TERMS OF REFERENCE OF INQUIRY 

  

1. The extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not 
limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and 
general food safety certification schemes; 

 So many foods are currently CERTIFIED halal it’s almost impossible to go shopping and 
avoid buying any Halal – C products.   Most products do not carry any Halal mark so I shop 
with the Halal choices app which takes so long and in some instances ie buying butter at aldi 
is impossible because all brands are certified.  All sugar and baby food are all certified as 
well. 

   

2. Current labelling requirements of food certification schemes; 



 There doesn't seem to be any labelling guidelines whatsoever.  As you can see from the 
above list the majority of those foods need no certification to make them permissible for a 
Muslim to be able to enjoy them.  It seems to me like everything is being CERTIFIED and 
the fees collected from gullible companies are being passed on to us, the consumer.   I can 
guarentee you the majority of Australians especially older Australians have no idea what the 
word HALAL means let alone what HALAL -C means to their hip pocket! 

  

Most companies are not labelling their products halal despite having paid for the 
CERTIFICATION so how this is a marketing campaign or beneficial in any way in regards to 
sales is baffling. 

  

I am truly astounded that we have this sort of cunning, deceitful rort in Australia.    I cannot 
begin to tell you how absolutely disgusted and ashamed of our government I am for allowing 
this sort of blatant thievery to continue and not just this government but the governments 
before as well who have remained gutless and clueless to what is going on around them. 

  

3. The need for labeling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees; 

  

I believe we have absolutely NO NEED to have halal-c foods in Australia.  I don't believe we 
should lower our animal welfare standards to meet a market like the Middle East where 
animal welfare is almost non-existent.    We should concentrate on producing the best product 
we can.  I understand when cattle and other animals are slaughtered using any of the current 
two "halal" methods the animals stress hormones impact on the quality of the meat.  

  

4. Whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to 
make informed purchasing decisions; 

  

Current schemes do not provide enough information for me to make an informed choice.  I 
wish to avoid all halal certified products totally.  I do not wish to financially support Islam for 
not even 1 cent.  It is not my religion and its not a religion I support. 

  

5. Details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, 
and the potential for these to impact on prices for consumers; 

Anyone in business always recoups the costs of the goods and business through product 
pricing.  Anyone who says the prices are not passed onto the consumer is lying.  A rule of 



thumb for business is 30% expenses, 30% taxes, 30% business expansion and 10% for the 
owner.  Once you understand this basic rule of thumb its impossible to see how certification 
does NOT impact prices. 

All certification impacts the pricing, we see the heart tick (amongst the dearest certificates I 
hear) which benefits ALL consumers, we know how that is suppose to help our health but 
there are NO health benefits with HALAL.  In fact I suspect quite the opposite, I would love 
to see studies on the impact of high levels of stress hormones in meat and the effect on the 
human glandular system.   

  

6. The importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and 
returns to producers; 

I understand the halal certificate helps export markets but if its at a cost to the domestic 
market I would say concentrate on markets that don't put that impost onto our country, our 
producers and our people.   We produce good quality, clean and healthy products if we have 
to lower our standards to meet a market I say we should be asking that market to up their 
standards or concentrate on emerging markets who want our excellent product. 

  

7. The extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers 
including, but not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any 
related matters. 

 As we can see from submission number 205 from Abdul Ayan where he states " 

It is fair to say that halal certification, and particularly how certifiers practice it, has 
many deep seated problems. Their audit and supervision as well as their service 
provision are poor. There are also credible reports that some engage in corrupt, 
unethical and improper practices. The system allows them to do so and some therefore 
take full advantage of it. Halal certification has been widely described by leading 
members of the Muslim community, aptly in view, as a cash cow whose function is to 
collect as much money as possible in exchange for little or no provision of services 
beyond signing and issuing certificates." 

As we can see from that above statement HALAL-C is a cash cow and what more proof does 
this inquiry need to see that as consumers are getting hit they are recoiling and spending less.  
We refuse to be a cash cow for a religion we do not support nor trust.   

  

In conclusion, I would like to state, it seems HALAL-C is not content with fleecing us 
through our foods, but also through transport, medicines, plastics etc etc in fact anything they 
can possible encourage people to certify they will. 

It is time for the government to reflect the thinking people of this country and go into bat for 
what is right and what is just.  We can see from the UK and their halal situation the push is on 



for no stunning in any abattoirs, here in Australia we have the WA Islamic society stating 
they oppose stunning. 

  

I oppose all of it.  Along with 80,000 other people on the facebook page "boycott Halal".  Not 
only that but every other Australian that I spoke to have never heard of HALAL.  When I 
explain what it is, they are absolutely gobsmacked our government would allow such a thing. 

I am also disgusted our government would allow only MALE MUSLIM SLAUGHTER-
MEN to be hired in the majority of abattoirs.  Does this mean we now allow discrimination in 
the workplace? 

  

I would hope the Inquiry will address all the matters in way that is the best outcome for all 
Australians, I hope they take into account Australia's multi-faith, multi-race and multi-culture 
populace and realize that no group should be forcing their ideas, beliefs, ideologies and 
thoughts onto others.   

  

Thank you 
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From:
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Opposed to Halal Certification
Date: Friday, 31 July 2015 11:01:23 AM

Dear Sir or Madam,

As an Australian citizen, I would like to voice my opinion in opposition to halal certification.
  

A proportion of the capital raised by halal certification organisations goes toward the
 building of mosques.  I am a very devout Christian and, as such, I am not permitted to
 directly or indirectly contribute my finances toward belief in other/false gods or the
 building of temples or mosques to worship other/false gods.  

Halal certification is paid for by nearly every food and beverage company's products I can
 find at Woolworths and Coles (and other) supermarkets.  I consume these products daily
 to survive.  In fact, it has now become virtually impossible for me to eat or drink any
 products purchased at Woolworths or Coles (or other) supermarkets without financing
 what I believe is Islam's false god (Allah) and the building of Muslim mosques
 for worshiping that false god.

In short, by endorsing Halal Certification, my Australian federal government upholds the
 religion of Islam over mine, Christianity, by forcing us devout Christians to finance the
 building of Muslim mosques against our will.  As such, I believe my rights as an Australian
 citizen are being violated and I call for an end to halal certification.

Yours faithfully,
Tony Hollick

, 
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From:
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Submission on halal certification schemes
Date: Friday, 31 July 2015 11:03:43 AM

Attention:  Economics References Committee
 
I am appalled that in the democracy that Australia is and where approximately 2% of the
 population are muslim, the other 98% are forcibly having to fund a halal certification scheme
 that government regulators have allowed to infiltrate society.  It is nonsensical in the extreme. 
 Further, it is a system developed as a way of fund raising from the non muslim community for
 the purpose of promoting an ideology that the 98% do not agree with.  I disagree with any
 ideology having such an impact in the country I live, love and fought for in the Vietnam war.
 
When I served in Vietnam in 1965/66, the most welcome of items in the occasional food parcel I
 received (from memory, 2 or 3 over the 12 months and 3 days), was a jar of vegemite.  I can
 assure the committee that any such jar of vegemite had no halal certification logo on its label.
   Despite the fact that during most of my 69 years, I very much enjoyed vegemite as a
 condiment, I now no longer buy that product as it has a halal certified logo on the label and I
 refuse to support halal certification programmes.  Now, not only do I suffer loss of enjoyment of
 one of life’s small pleasures, nobody can convince me that the manufacturer will lose export
 sales by not having a halal logo on the label (Which muslim country consumes copious amounts
 of vegemite?).  Any fool can guess that there is a halal certification cost factor to the
 manufacturer that is being recouped at the point of sale whereas 98% of buyers do not believe
 in the ideology that reaps the “hidden reward”.  I expect the Committee to make an informed
 and educated decision as to whether what I say has merit and report accordingly.
 
As I understand it, companies are being coerced and threatened if they do not comply and pay
 halal certification fees.   I further understand that purveyors of plastic containers sold to take
 away food stores are being or have been pressured in to having their containers halal certified
 as have the owners of trucks carrying foodstuffs to stores.  As long as regulators allow this
 insidious cancer to thrive, the instigators will continue to expand their activity to their financial
 benefit and to the detriment of Christians and others.   There is a financial, moral, ethical and
 emotional cost to the 98% in regulators failing to stop this nonsensical imposition on
 Australians.  I assure you, I have muslim friends who agree that it is a rort.  I further assure you I
 can testify that those same muslim friends live a considerably debauched lifestyle which does
 not equate to strict muslim edict.
 
Let the muslim community fund their own halal certification by government legislating for
 companies to produce food for all Australians (including Muslims (and I assure you there are
 plenty)  who do not eat halal)) and separate packaged halal food for those muslims that wish for
 it.  Any cost to manufacturers to produce “halal compliant produce/products” should be levied
 on that/those produce/products.
 
I am not racist (I am Caucasian married to an Asian) and I have numerous muslim friends, all of
 whom agree that halal certification system is a rort on the community .  Accordingly, I implore
 the committee to listen to the majority of which I believe I am one, and act accordingly.
 
Frank Perry

mailto:Economics.Sen@aph.gov.au


Husband, Father, Property Owner, Business Proprietor, Former Serviceman, True and Proud
 Australian, Non muslim. 
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Dear Sir/Madam,
 
I do not understand why Australia, a country which was founded on very particular
 principles including the separation of religion and State, must be forced to submit to the
 religious beliefs of a very vocal and demanding group.  Religion should always be a private
 matter between an individual and their god, and never foisted onto an entire population
 of unsuspecting people, who have been given no choice but to pay a religious tax on food
 items they have been buying for years.  Halal is the sole concern and burden of the
 individual who chooses to follow Islam.
 
It is unreasonable and unethical in the extreme to allow any religion, sect or cult to coerce
 food manufacturers to comply with their particular religious rites.  When a company is
 pressured to purchase halal certification on threat of sanctions as is the current practice,
 the cost of this fee is passed on to consumers.   It is no secret that Islam is a proselytizing
 religion which is mandated to establish hegemony over every other way of life, whether
 religious of secular, and I resent that Australians are forced to participate in this billion
 dollar income-generating industry.  I do not wish to advance the Islamic cause, nor any
 other cause unless I choose to do so.  I do not wish to buy anything that has been blessed
 in the name of Allah or any other god.  It offends my religious and ethical sensitivities.
 
If a Muslim is unsure if something is halal or not, all they need do, according to their own
 scriptures is pronounce “bismillah” over it.  This effectively renders the food halal and has
 been the standard practice for more than 1400 years.  It also costs nothing.  We need to
 opt out of this racket and not capitulate to local and international pressure to adopt
 religious practices which are the sole burden and responsibility of the follower.
 
 
Yours sincerely,
Natalie Zadoroznyj

mailto:Economics.Sen@aph.gov.au
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From  in ,  

Email:   

Date: 31 July 2015 

 

To the Senate Economics References Committee 

To whom it may concern 

 

I hereby make a submission on the matter of third party certification of food products to your 
Committee of Inquiry. 

 

Would you please keep my contact details confidential?  Thank you. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

  



 

  



 

Submission to enquiry on third party certification of food 

This submission concerns such schemes as applying to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-
modified (GM) foods, presently under examination by the Senate Economic References 
Committee. 

Let us briefly cover all four categories listed above (organic, kosher, halal, genetically-
modified) and offer a few thoughts.  Whatever the category of food that is to be subject to a 
process of certification by a third-party organisation, a few principles should apply: 

1. It should be transparent so that all parties concerned and also the public are entitled to 
know what foods are to be subject to certification and how it is done. 

2. Only foods that need to be thus certified should be considered for submission to this 
process.  Other foods should therefore not undergo such certification. 

3. Fees charged for this certification should be clearly set out with no hidden costs. 

4. Foods thus certified should be clearly labelled by having a recognised label and/or logo 
affixed to the exterior packaging so that customers can easily see the label and/or logo when 
shopping for these foods.  There should be no need for the customer to open the package in 
order to find that label or logo. 

5. If other kinds of third party certification are contemplated, similar rules should apply in the 
first instance. 

Other comments follow for your attention. 

In some cases, it is evident that foods certified by a third party organisation have not been 
labelled as such.  Thus, we learn from the Halal Choices website that certain brands of milk, 
bread and honey have been certified halal.  Even certain brands of cat food has been thus 
certified.  Why is it necessary for these foods to be certified in the first place?  They are made 
solely of ingredients that are inherently halal (permitted by Islamic law).  It is true that meat 
for consumption by Muslims must be obtained by processes that are halal, and of course, 
pork is definitely not allowed.  However, the process of halal certification has been extended 
to a range of other products as listed above.  Even a few fruits and drinks, such as certain tea 
and coffee products are listed as ‘halal certified’.  Cadbury’s Chocolate has not been 
forgotten; it is ‘halal certified’. 

It is true that many Muslim customers desire halal foods only.  Let them have halal food.  But 
let us insist that only food that needs a halal certificate is thus certified.  Thus, ordinary bread 
and milk is fine for all customers without any halal certificate.  By way of contrast, those 
customers who really want organic bread can ask for organic bread (free of pesticides in the 
way the ingredients are grown).  Likewise, customers desiring kosher foods can have kosher 
food that is labelled and certified as such (mainly meat products with pork being forbidden).  
Persons who are concerned about GM foods should be able to see the label to say whether it 
is GM or not. 

We are told that halal certification is needed for international trade.  Thus, some countries 
might refuse to buy some of our food exports if they have not been firstly certified as halal.  
This is granted but that raises the possibility that such distinctions in international trade may 



contravene the rules laid down by the World Trade Organisation (WTO).  These rules are 
somewhat technical but, in general, they do not normally allow distinctions to be made as to 
the origin of the products being traded (foods, in the present submission).  The WTO rules 
may even forbid distinctions between tuna that is caught by ‘dolphin-friendly’ methods and 
tuna that is not caught by ‘dolphin-friendly’ methods.  It is clear in cases like this one that the 
WTO rules go too far in some instances.  However, that is not the point of this submission. 

The real point of bringing up the topic of WTO rules is that efforts could be made at very 
high-level forums to insist that nations do not insist on food being certified halal as a prior 
condition for international trade.  The condition that only halal food is imported may break 
WTO rules.  This matter deserves serious investigation but it may be a difficult process. 

On other matters, it is only fair to insist that GM foods, organic foods and kosher foods are 
labelled as such so that customers desiring such foods know what they are getting. 

We might also ask where the fees paid for certification are going.  In the case of halal food, 
are they being used to fund Islamic missionary activity or building new mosques?  Christian 
missionaries do not expect to be funded from fees paid for certifying food for sale to a largely 
secular public and indeed this is highly unlikely.  I have seen complaints on the Web that 
Jews use the fees for certifying kosher foods as such to build synagogues but this is hard to 
believe.  The customer base to fund these projects is limited since Jews make up roughly 
0.5% of Australia’s population – and they are the main buyers of kosher food.  In contrast, 
nearly all Australians are apparently expected to include halal certified food as part of their 
shopping trips whether they know it or not so that provides a much larger base for deriving 
income to finance projects thought desirable by Islamic groups. 

Thank you for this opportunity to make a submission. 

 



ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 1221

Submission Details: Ms Anne Robards





To: The Senate Standing Committees on Economics 

I wish to make a submission to the food certification enquiry with my focus on halal certification.  
My concerns relate to inconsistent labelling of products, the need for regulation of this particular 
certification industry and concerns that the wider Australian community is required to pay for 
certification that is not applicable to them. 

Labelling. 
There is a lack of clarity, for the consumer, as to which products and services have been subjected to 
halal certification.  Some products at the supermarket are labelled to indicate that the producers 
have paid a certification fee, but many more are not.  Labelling is important for identifying to 
consumers a product that is suitable or unsuitable for their needs.  Labelling of halal foods can be 
used by Muslims to identify products that suit them; it will also inform others who wish to avoid 
products that have been subject to a religious tax.  There are many people, myself included, who do 
not wish to buy an item whose producers have paid a fee to comply with Sharia – a legal code based 
on an ideology whose foundational texts permit and/or promotes subjugation of women, child 
marriage, and subordination of racial groups*.  

Halal certification has been compared to Kosher which is specifically for a Jewish market. Kosher 
certified products are clearly labelled and sometimes displayed in a separate section of the 
supermarket.  There are kosher supermarkets, and consumers are very clearly informed when 
products have been subject to kosher certification.  Judaic law, upon which our Western freedoms 
are based, presents no moral conflict to most people who object to Sharia. 

Regulation 
The whole process of halal certification needs to be overseen by an impartial body.  There have been 
reports of coercion of producers to certify their products, punitive fees charged for delayed 
compliance in certifying products, and certifying organisations accepting payment and offering 
certification without visiting the production site.  Certification of water, Easter eggs and pet food 
suggests blatant rorting. Current Australian government regulation does not apply to certification 
providers that service only the Australian market; there needs to be complete transparency around 
all food certification schemes. 

Wider Community 
Most Australians do not require a religious certification of their food, and the user-pays principle 
must apply.  Consumers must have a choice as to whether they wish to pay for religious certification 
of goods and services.  With a vast array of food products now subjected to the halal tax there is a 
diminishing range of options for consumers who do not wish to purchase them.  If producers and 
manufacturers insist on seeking halal certification of their products, I believe they must also be 
required to provide non-halal-certified alternatives for the wider Australian community. 

Thank you. 

Anne Robards 

 
 

*’Sister Aziza used to warn us of the decadence of the West: the corrupt licentious, perverted, idolatrous, 
money-grubbing, soulless countries of Europe. But to me there is far worse moral corruption in Islamic 
countries.  In those societies, cruelty is implacable and inequality is the law of the land.  Dissidents are tortured. 
Women are policed both by the state and by their families to whom the state gives the power to rule their 
lives.’        Ayan Hirsi Ali. (Infidel – my life) 
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From:  
Sent: Friday, 31 July 2015 11:28 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Senate inquiry, food certification
 

Senate Standing Committees on Economics
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600

Dear Sir/Madam

Thank you for the opportunity to present a submission to the inquiry on the “Third Party
 Certification of Food”.

I have had an interest in the food industry and, in particular, the quality, sustainability and
 security of our food supply for many decades. I have published widely on issues relating
 to food quality and food adulteration. It has always been my view that consumers have a
 right to expect honesty and integrity in food labelling.

Several factors contribute to my decision to purchase a product including quality (however
 I might choose to define this somewhat intangible concept), cost, country of origin, how
 the product has been made, etc. For example, I have a right and want to know if a product
 has been organically grown (whatever that term may mean) as I am not convinced that this
 guarantees an improved product in all instances. As a further instance, consumers holding
 certain beliefs require that some food items are Halal-certified. I support their right to this
 but I also support the rights of those including myself who specifically must not consume
 such products. In this instance, the decision to purchase or not to purchase a particular
 product (food or pharmaceutical) is influenced by the very fact of certification. Thus, there
 must be full and complete disclosure at point of sale of any issue that impacts my decision
 to purchase including the use of any certification scheme. Based on speaking with several
 manufacturers re information on certification, it is obvious that in many instances,
 labelling about food certification is currently withheld from consumers and I object
 strongly as this denies me information relevant to my decision to purchase the particular
 product.

The full costs of any certification must be borne by the consumer wanting or requiring the
 certification. I object strongly to any cross-subsidization of costs by consumers who do
 not require a certification. Thus, I require full disclosure of details regarding certification
 fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers. At this time I have no way of
 informing myself of the impact of such fees on the price that I pay for foodstuffs and I
 look to this inquiry to rectify this situation.

I recognize that food certification schemes may impact export market access and returns to
 producers but this should not compromise my access to full disclosure of fees and ability
 to make informed choices. Moreover, export markets must be sustainable independently
 of domestic markets and the right of Australian consumers to purchase products that meet



 their needs and requirements. Whilst a small minority of Australian consumers may
 require a certain certification (e.g. Halal, Kosher, organic), many Australian consumers do
 not require such certification and, in a number of instances, the very fact of such
 certification may render the product unsuitable for use by the consumer.

I also wish to draw your attention and note my objection to the practice of certification of
 products where this is unnecessary. I refer specifically to Halal certification of products
 such as water and petfoods. The certification of such products suggests to me that the
 certification industry in this particular instance has become distorted. The practice of
 Halal-certification is related to Islamic beliefs and Sharia Law but water is already
 permitted under these Laws to Islamic consumers so why bother with certification. This is
 but one instance of which I am aware and so I want to see complete transparency in all
 certification practices and regulation of the processes with full disclosure of the ultimate
 destination of funds generated by such practices.

Yours sincerely
Emeritus Professor Kevin Robards
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Third party certification of food  
Senate Standing Committees on Economics 
PO Box 6100  
Parliament House  
Canberra ACT 2600  

To : Senate Economics References Committee 

Dear Committee Members: 

I would like to register my concern and anger in regards to Halal certification schemes in 
Australia. I dislike that I am forced without my permission or knowledge to purchase 
unknowingly Halal accredited items for a religion I do not believe in or support. The 
items themselves, from cat food to pasta and meat products etc are usually in my 
experience, not identified as Halal, which reduces my chance to maker an informed 
purchase rather difficult if not impossible. 

Why are food products not labeled as Halal so I can make an informed decision on 
purchasing? It seems to be a religious tax by stealth that seems to have ridiculously 
saturated all corners of the market in very large number, far more than justified, when 
only 2% of people in Australia follow Islam, as companies choose not to label their Halal 
products as Halal even though they have paid for this accreditation. This seems absurd 
and deliberately deceitful. 

Followers of Islam should pay for Halal not people who do not follow Islam. When was I 
given a choice and because of the way it works in our food stores, I have been denied, it 
seems deliberately, the ability to make an informed decision due to lack of information on 
products. 

I am also concerned that the money from the Halal certification schemes may be funding 
terrorist groups overseas or to groups in Australia that are against this countries best 
interest and this should be investigated thoroughly as other countries have had this occur. 

The lack of information and public knowledge on how much Halal accreditation costs, 
financial records, transactions, how it works, fees and how it is applied/practised is a 
cause for concern as well as just how much this Islamic tax adds to the cost of products 
when purchasing. This needs to be investigated and clarified. Cost of food is already too 
high. 

Thank you for the opportunity. 

Mr Adrian Dick 
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Senate Standing Committees on Economics 
PO Box 6100 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600 
 
Phone: +61 2 6277 3540 
Fax: +61 2 6277 5719 
economics.sen@aph.gov.au 
 

Third party certification of food 
Summary 
Thank you for the opportunity to add my voice to the concerns expressed by 
many of my fellow citizens about third party, in particular, religious based food 
labelling.  Which I oppose as religious beliefs of others are indirectly being 
forced on myself.  
 
Submission 
Australia is a secular country where individual’s religion and faith are a matter 
for them alone.  Whether one believes in a god or not is a matter for 
individuals. 
 
As a secular country we expect and demand governments at both the federal 
and local levels to ensure our food labelling complies with the health 
standards expected.  These standards relate to the contents, and whether or 
not the product might have a proven health impact, such as for people with 
allergies.  Labels are also supposed to provide information about the source/s 
of the product’s ingredients. 
 
These secular labelling requirements are monitored by government agencies 
that are funded through our taxation system.  A secular system. 
 
I am not opposed to the some branding such as the “Heart Foundation” tick.  
Whilst producers, and consumers in turn pay for this it is secular based and 
does provide scientifically based advice to all consumers, irrespective of 
whatever religious beliefs they hold. 
 
Kosher and Halal food labelling are both centred around particular religious 
teachings from the time of Moses and Mohammed respectively. Some of 
those teachings were relevant at the time and in the Middle East.  They are 
not particularly relevant today given our enhanced scientific and food 
processing knowledge. 
 
As one commentator said; It must also be recognised that religious beliefs are 
just that — beliefs that originated in ancient times from myth, superstition, and 
a lack of comprehension about natural phenomena. 
 
Why do those companies using Halal and Kosher certification not honour 
other religious teachings.  What about Hindu’s?  What about Christians who 
have Lent?  What about Buddhists?  What about other smaller religious 
groups?  After all Islam is not as large world-wide as other religions. 

mailto:economics.sen@aph.gov.au
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From media reporting there are some 32 organisations in Australia providing 
Halal certification.  How are they governed?  Who provides their 
accreditation?  How much do they charge?  How are their inspectors paid, 
and by whom?  Countless questions arise on the Halal certification process 
alone. 
 
Even one food producer (“Italiano Perfect” brand of cheese products) were 
using two different Halal certification on different products!  Another company 
has Halal and Kosher labelling on one of its products (Vegemite), but not on 
their other products. 
 
Halal certification comes with a cost.  Whilst one food manufacturing company 
is reported as saying the cost of Halal certification is not passed onto 
consumers.  That statement just defies logic.  The cost is passed onto to 
consumers.  As a consumer I object to having to pay, even a small amount to 
any religious organisation.  It is the principle of the process I object to.  In a 
secular society why should I have to pay to support any religious body? 
 
If members of those religious groups want to donate money then that is a 
matter for them.  As for me I specifically do not want to. 
 
Those companies that are supporting the Halal and Kosher certification 
process should be asked as to why they are not being more specific about 
labelling the source of the ingredients used in their products.  The current 
statement “made from local and imported ingredients” tells the consumer 
nothing other than it is made on Earth.  Those company’s that resort to using 
religious certification should perhaps consider more detailed sourcing 
information so ALL consumers can make a choice as to whether or not to buy 
a product based on where the ingredients come from.  Some foreign countries 
have food standards much less developed than Australia’s. 
 
Halal labelling also opens up questions for Muslims as to which of the two 
major lines of teaching (Sunni and Shia) they come from.  How would they 
know which Halal certification is linked to what school of Islamic thought?  
And in turn where does the money collected go?  Does it go to a Shia 
community or to a Sunni community?  Does it go to members of the Sunni 
Wahhabi sect, which by the way is the line of Islamic teaching followed by the 
“Death Cult” - Islamic State? 
 
Whilst the Muslim community have denied the money collected from Halal 
certification goes to terrorist organisations, or those Islamic schools overseas 
which teach radical aspects of Islam, how can we be reassured that it does 
not.  For the members of the public, including no doubt Muslims themselves, 
we cannot be sure.  I also suspect our police and intelligence agencies would 
also be unable to categorically say that it does not. 
 
Summary 
As Australia is a secular country it is abhorrent that food products in this 
country need to have religious certification.  This certification process is 



 3 

unwarranted and infringes the rights of consumers to not have to help support 
religious groups.  Government agencies such as “Food Standards Australia 
New Zealand” provides a service to all the community and is not religiously 
orientated. 
 

Food Standards Australia New Zealand (FSANZ) is an 
independent statutory agency established by the Food Standards 
Australia New Zealand Act 1991. FSANZ is part of the Australian 
Government's Health portfolio. 
FSANZ develops standards that regulate the use of ingredients, 
processing aids, colourings, additives, vitamins and minerals. The 
Code also covers the composition of some foods, e.g. dairy, meat 
and beverages as well as standards developed by new 
technologies such as genetically modified foods. We are also 
responsible for some labelling requirements for packaged and 
unpackaged food, e.g. specific mandatory warnings or advisory 
labels. 

 
Clear labelling as to the content of food products will provide the appropriate 
advice to consumers, whether they are seeking advice for allergies, other 
health reasons, or for special dietary needs.  If those special dietary needs 
are religiously based then clear labelling will assist consumers to make 
informed decisions. 
 
Thank you 
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Submission by Dr David Maddison, Australian Citizen

To The Senate Inquiry
Senate Standing Committees on Economics
Third Party Certification of Food
economics.sen@aph.gov.au

I wish to address the issue of Halal certification and slaughter.

Halal certification has grown from a simple way for Moslem consumers to identify which products 
contain items prohibited to them (for those few items were not already obviously Halal), to an all-
encompassing payment on numerous products, even non-food items, and is like a tax to one of 
numerous certifying authorities. The system was previously simple and ran on the basis of volunteers 
and trust. It now seems about making money and non-Moslem consumers should not have to pay for it.

Evidence that it is about making money can be seen in the YouTube video at 
https://youtu.be/zZbC0zPoX2I “Halal Certification Stamp - Today Tonight (Australia) 07/03/2012” 
whereby, at the 1 min 45 sec mark there is the beginning of a comment by one prominent Halal certifier
Mr Mohamed El-Mouelhy who says “Halal certification has made me a millionaire and I am happy to 
say that”.

Mr El-Mouelhy also confirmed on Facebook that in 2013 “80% of Australians were will be eating 
Halal beef, lamb and chickens” and that “Wait for my promise for the next 5 years, bigots will not be 
happy”. The post seems to have been deleted from Mr El-Mouelhy's Facebook page but was archived 
July 24, 2015 on the Friends of the Q Society of Australia web page (image included here).

Moslems are around 2.5% of Australia's population so it is difficult to understand why 80% of 
Australians should be eating this religiously mandated meat if they are not of that religion. Many would
object to the method of Halal slaughter in any case, even if they had no other objections.

The other method of religious slaughter is the Jewish community's kosher method. I approve of kosher 
slaughter and meat so slaughtered can only be purchased at a kosher butcher or a store that sells it 
explicitly labelled as kosher and at a significantly higher price, 2-3 times that of regular meat. There is 
no possibility that a consumer could unwittingly consume kosher meat. 

I have a concern with Halal slaughter as it is not a technically rigorous method like kosher and has 
great potential for a cruel death. Unlike the kosher method which requires an animal to have its throat 
cut with a single cut with a straight razor-sharp knife severing the carotid arteries and jugular veins, 
there is no such strict requirements with Halal slaughter and there are well-known instances of 
extremely cruel slaughter of Australian animals in overseas Halal abattoirs. Animal welfare expert 
Professor Temple Grandin approves of the kosher slaughter process as a humane method of killing.

Halal food should be for either Moslems or those that wish to pay for it.

mailto:economics.sen@aph.gov.au
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From: Gordon Fleming 
Sent: Friday, 31 July 2015 11:48 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal certificates in Australia.

I wish to inform the Leader on the Senate that I strongly object to halal in Australia. 
1. I object to paying a religious tax (scam) on food etc and halal must be banned.
2. I object to all forms of halal in Australia.
3. All foods can be clearly marked ie, Suitable for Vegetarians, Suitable for Moslims, Suitable for                      
 Jewish etc at NO cost to the consumer and halal certificate charges to the manufacturer.
4. I strongly object to all forms of halal certification and halal practices in Australia.
Thank you.
Gordon Fleming.

Sent from my iPad
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From: Jeffrey Dutton  
Sent: Friday, 31 July 2015 11:50 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Submission to the Inquiry into Third Party Certification of Food by the Senate
 
Submission to the Inquiry into Third Party Certification of Food by the Senate Economic
 References Committee
Senate Standing Committee on Economics
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600
Economics.sen@aph.gov.au
 
 
                                                      Jeffrey Dutton B.Theol, Dip.Pharm.
                                                      
                                                      Tel                                                                  
                               
                                                     
                                                      30 July 2015
 
I strongly object to paying for Islamic halal certification on foods I buy. I do not want to
 unknowingly eat anything that has been subjected to Islamic chants or processes. It is
 shocking that our government has allowed the sly introduction of this scheme, essentially
 a stand-over racket, to infiltrate and establish itself in our country in recent years.
It is a racket because the masters of the scheme apply it to everything they can think of,
 whether the goods have traditionally been required to be halal or not. For example, it is
 applied to water, to delivery vans, and so forth. In terms of Islamic theology these
 payments we non-Muslims are forced to make to our Muslim overlords are ‘fay’, i.e.
 tribute money.  
Sadly, theological illiteracy and ignorance of history, among our political, community and
 church leaders, has left Australians unprotected against unwanted incremental
 Islamisation of our lives.
I submit that any goods subjected to halal certification must be clearly labelled as such, so
 that consumers have the freedom to avoid buying them, and any costs associated with
 certification should be borne by the certifying body, and not by Australian businesses and
 consumers.
I would be grateful for your confirmation of receipt of this submission.
Thank you.
 
Jeffrey Dutton
 
Jeffrey Dutton
 

mailto:Economics.sen@aph.gov.au
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It concerns me that there is an overwhelming number of products in my local supermarkets that are 
Halal certified and there is no way for me to know that. It also deeply concerns me that this is really 
just a religious tax imposed on the whole population that even by Muslim accounts does not seem to 
be necessary. Even products that are by, their very nature, always Halal, for example honey and 
water are now Halal certified. There seems to be no reason for this except a fundraising venture by 
the people who do the certifying. I have no issue with Muslim people wanting their food to be Halal, 
I just do not understand why I should need to contribute to the cost of it. With the amounts of 
money that are attributed to Halal certifying, I must be contributing as the producers of these foods 
are not running at a loss. It would help if all products were very clearly labelled; I can go into my 
local butcher and have no way of knowing what has been certified and what hasn’t. As they stock 
pork too it makes no sense anyway as no devout Muslim would consider that acceptable. 

As to the employment of muslim only men in abbatoirs I do not understand how that is not 
discrimination. It makes sense in a Muslim School for example, but if you reword it and say only 
Christian men to work in this job or only Jewish women in this place, there would be uproar – as 
there should be. It is surely discrimination? 

I would like to be able to go to my local shops to do my grocery shopping and make an informed 
decision about what I am buying and currently that is extremely hard.  
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**PLEASE WITHHOLD MY PERSONAL DETAILS** 
 
 
 

Ph:  
 

Date:  July 27, 2015 
 
 

 Senate Standing Committees on Economics  
 PO Box 6100 Parliament House    
 Canberra ACT 2600  
 Phone: +61 2 6277 3540 
 Fax: +61 2 6277 5719 
 Email: economics.sen@aph.gov.au  
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
Re:  Third Party Certification Food Inquiry 
 
I wish to lodge my submission in response to the third party certification food inquiry.  My particular concern 
is with religious certification, predominantly halal.  The reasons are set out as follows: 
 
Terms of Reference (a)  – The extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but 
not limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and general food 
safety certification schemes. 
 
Fact:  Currently only the halal certification bodies dealing with meat exports appear to be regulated, where 
those certifying non-meat products are not.   Kosher appears to have only one certifying body, with smaller 
agents, the main body which appears to be the Kashrut Authority.  
 
Opinion:  I believe the number of halal certification bodies in Australia is far in excess of what is required.  
 
Argument:   Kosher appears to operate reasonably effectively under one main authority, whereas halal 
certifiers are numerous and possibly have different fee levels, as is the fact that products such as plastics, 
mechanical services, and products with are naturally halal are also certified.  It can also be argued that to 
allow the religious certification of so many of our products is an intrusion onto the rights of others who have 
no such beliefs, and who wish to avoid such products/services.   
 
Recommendation:  
 
(i) All halal certification bodies be combined into one main body nationally, or one main body with sub-

bodies for each state and a limited number of agencies  per state to provide uniformity of 
certification fees and requirements and labelling as well as transparency of the scheme. 

(ii) All religious based schemes themselves should be regulated and regularly audited by the Federal 
Government. 

(iii) Regular monitoring by a Government department to ensure that fairness is sustained in relation to 
the extent of products and services which are certified (i.e. 100% of products certified as gluten free 
would not be fair to those who did not want them, and religious certification should not be allowed 
to encompass the majority of our products/services).  

 
Terms of Reference (b)  – Current labelling requirements of food certification schemes. 
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Fact:  There are currently no labelling requirements.  It is up to the retailer/manufacturer whether or not 
they provide labelling.  Very few products provide clear labelling which causes a problem to consumers who 
are trying to identify a halal certified product.  
Argument:  To buy halal or not to buy?  How can a Muslim or non-Muslim know if a product or service is 
halal if the certification label is not present. This is deceiving all consumers.  
 
Recommendation:  It should be legislated that any religious based certification on products/services carries 
with it a legal requirement for clear and transparent labelling of the product or service (also see Terms of 
Reference (c)) 
  
Terms of Reference (c) – The need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification 
fees. 
  
Fact:  A consumer currently is unable to identify a halal certified product due to the lack of labelling, unless 
they spend many hours researching online for what is, and what isn’t certified; certification can change 
without notice and constantly, so consumers must continue to check on the status of halal certification on 
products/services on a regular basis.  It has been seen that to ask a seller of the halal status is often 
“ignored” or replied to on the basis that a person is racist. Non-disclosure is a breach of a consumer’s right 
to information, and the need to research online is extremely time consuming.  Many consumers unable to 
access the internet would be unable to access this information online.  Kosher appears to be easily identified 
by comparison with a standard logo on packaging. 
 
Opinion:  I believe that charging a fee on domestic foods, products and services has no place in Australia.  
Should a certification be necessary, there should be no profit made in this regard.  As  a consumer I am being 
deceived by the lack of labelling of halal certified products. I, the consumer, should have the right to such 
information as to the presence of certification in order to avoid a product/service on the following grounds:- 
 
(i) That halal certification is in effect certifying foods, products and services to conform to Sharia Law 

which is completely against all my beliefs, morally and religiously. 
(ii) The likelihood that the certification of the product/service has attracted an extra charge which is 

incorporated into the price, but effectively still adds to the cost of the product; this fee would be 
passed on to the consumer.  Cumulatively, these charges could be substantial.   

(iii) I believe it is a breach of my human rights as a non-religious consumer. 
 

Argument:  To certify products with a religious certification which firstly attracts a fee, and is not labelled as 
such, seems to be more or less a form of collecting donations from a large percentage of the community in 
order to satisfy the needs of the few, as, I believe in the case of halal, that the large majority of these funds 
are channelled to Islamic entities.  It also goes against my moral and religious beliefs. Kosher is generally 
clearly labelled; I as a consumer can therefore make a clear choice whether to purchase that product or not. 
Also, any fees and charges that are expended by a business, however small or large, are ultimately passed on 
to the consumer.  Whether this is a small charge, or a large charge is not the issue; any charge passed on is a 
charge that as a consumer I may wish to and have the right to avoid.  
 
Recommendation:  Clear labelling and/or declaration of religious certifications to allow the consumer to 
make an informed choice as to whether or not to purchase a product/service that has either a religious 
certification or religious connection as follows:- 
 
(i) On packaged food/products label to be on the outside of the packaging clearly visible with halal 

logo, and if companies/businesses do not wish to pay a fee for a logo then a declaration such as i.e. 
this product has been certified in accordance with Islamic/Sharia law etc. 

(ii) Where there is no ability to label (i.e. unpackaged products), signage should be placed near the 
goods being sold or on websites/advertising material so a potential consumer is able to identify the 
religious connection/certification.   

(iii)  Any product/service which is either 100% halal compliant and those that are non compliant but 
which contain halal certified ingredients/components should be labelled as such, in much the same 
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way as the new labelling for Australian product, i.e. the component of halal certification is 100%, 
50% or 10% or in the case of unpackaged with a statement such as “this product/service contains 
products/components which have been certified in connection with a religion – i.e. Islamic Sharia 
Law etc.).  

(iv) If a service is certified, this information should be displayed in an area that can be easily seen and 
identified by consumers, and if the goods are sold online a declaration/statement as stated above 
should be clearly stated on the website 

(v) Clear labelling and declaration of religious certification should be located where any meat products 
are sold due to the objection to the method of slaughter by consumers who wish to avoid these 
products due to beliefs for animal rights. If there is no premises (i.e. online) this information should 
be available on the website. 

 
Terms of Reference (d) – Whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers 
to make informed purchasing decisions. 
 
Fact:  Current schemes provide minimal or no information for consumers. 
 
Opinion:  Many people believe that only meat is certified as halal or kosher.  There is minimal or no 
information and certifiers need to be more transparent.  
 
Argument:  Religion is a very volatile and personal choice, that to allow such certification fees on our 
products without the knowledge of consumers is discriminatory, and insulting. It could also be seen to be 
counter-productive to both sides of the argument i.e. if there is no labelling the product/service could be 
avoided by those wishing to purchase halal and those wishing to avoid halal. We do not allow door to door 
selling any more, as that is an intrusion, yet here we have a massive intrusion onto our rights, whether it is to 
our own beliefs, morally, or financially. 
  
Recommendation:  Manufacturers/retailers who sell or are certified as halal or kosher, should be open and 
transparent with consumers to provide information on the religious grounds for halal or kosher certification.  
 
Terms of Reference (e) – Details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, 
and the potential these to impact on prices for consumers. 
 
Fact:  Kosher currently appear to have reasonably transparent information as to fees on their website.  See 
http://www.ka.org.au/index.php/FAQ_-_About_The_KA.html. 
 
Halal certification bodies are numerous, and therefore concluding what fees are involved is difficult as there 
is minimal and non-standard information on fees.  See http://www.halal-australia.com.au/fees-and-charges/ 
 
Opinion:  Fees charged to any business for inspections, compliance and certification will ultimately be 
incorporated into running costs and therefore will enter the equation for costing of a product/service.  This 
is just standard business practice.  
 
Argument:   The potential to impact on consumer prices is very obvious, as any fee charged to a 
manufacturer or retailer would enter the calculations of running costs.  These fees will be tax deductible to a 
company who certifies a product.  It therefore can be argued that any fee associated with a business is 
ultimately passed on to a consumer, just the same as any other outgoing, i.e. electricity, compliance fees, 
and even transport costs to bring the product to the consumer etc.  
 
Recommendation:  Certification bodies must be standardised, and these bodies should be regulated and 
audited by the Federal Government to ensure full transparency of processes, labelling requirements and 
financial issues. 
 
Terms of Reference (f) – The importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access 
and return to producers. 

http://www.ka.org.au/index.php/FAQ_-_About_The_KA.html
http://www.halal-australia.com.au/fees-and-charges/
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Fact:  It is important to retain certification for export markets to allow producers profit from exports to 
countries where certification is largely necessary. 
 
Opinion:  A  user pay system  should be in place, via appropriate labelling, consumer information and 
certification costs/fees transparency.  This will assure domestic consumers that they are not subsidising halal 
certified or kosher certified goods  for the export market, and they can still identify them at a local level.  
 
Argument:  Many products such as gluten free, peanut free, etc. can be and are made and separated by the 
same manufacturer for those with health issues and those who don’t require them. Gluten free for instance 
is much more expensive. Religious certification should be the same.  As an example, chocolate. In halal 
certification, every aspect of the product no doubt must be halal, from the ingredients to the wrapping, and 
the machinery used to make the product.  I do not care for or require this process, as our health standards 
are already high, so I object to and therefore should not have to pay for it.  
 
Recommendation:  Legislate to enforce clear labelling on products, and visible declarations of certification 
for all companies/entities providing a service (and in some instances products) by way of customer 
notifications at premises and/or website, advertising material.  
 
Terms of Reference (g) – The extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers 
including, but not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any related matters. 
 
Fact:   Inadequate information is available. What little information is available is on the internet, and only 
the internet savvy are able to access this.  No information regarding the full fees and financial records are 
available to the public.  
 
Opinion:  The absence of labelling in itself has given rise to the lack of information of halal certification.   It 
appears many people are more familiar with Kosher as it is generally easily identified.  I have found that 
many people are completely unaware of the presence of halal certification on products and how extensive it 
has encompassed our many brands and services.. 
 
Argument:  Charitable tax exempt entitles do not appear to have to make any financial profits public.  
However, if these entitles are profiting from consumers unknowingly, all financial records should be made 
public. Clear labelling of every individual product and services will solve this problem.  
 
Recommendation:    Legislate for all certifiers and entities collecting certification fees to:  

 
(i) Provide full and transparent accountability of all associated certification bodies, processes and fees; 

and 
(ii) Publicly disclose all information as to all and which entities these funds are being directed to should 

be made available to the public; and 
(iii) Government regulation and monitoring of all charitable entitles collecting religious fees to be 

undertaken regularly and information provided to the public on the outcomes.  
 
In summary, Halal certification has by stealth encompassed a vast number of products and services in our 
domestic market, in a country where the majority of consumers do not require such certification.  It would 
seem clear to me that this certification is not only for pure financial gain as a means to aid only Islamic 
entities (whereas other religions collect donations by more transparent means), but as a means to dominate 
the market with sharia compliant and certified products. Given the lack of identification, one would ask how 
can it be identified by anybody.  The lack of labelling, the lack of transparency as to where the funds are 
directed and also the intrusion onto the rights of non-religious consumers and consumers of different faiths, 
not only by religious certifications and associated fees,  as well as all points set out in this submissions, needs 
to be addressed. 
 
Yours faithfully 
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From: jane smith  
Sent: Friday, 31 July 2015 12:01 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third Party Certification of Food
 
I write to submit to the Senate Inquiry concerning Third Party Certification of Food. My
 name is Jane Smith and I am a resident of   electorate, with residential
 address in  ,  . My postal address is  , 
  ,  .
 
Thankyou to the Committee for inquiring into the listed matters. 
 
1. I rely with confidence on the various Organic Certification labels to which I refer when
 making food choices. I appreciate that the status of foods is clearly marked and that I can
 contact any of the certifying organisations for details of their criteria. I can also refer to
 discussion of these certification schemes if issues arise among those who choose organic.
 [I would not rely blindly on assertions at e.g. Farmers' Markets but am satisfied about
 certification.]
 
2. Re statements of ingredients on foods I am satisfied except in relation to inclusion of
 genetically modified contents. I am concerned that at present there are genetically
 modified contents which escape disclosure. My impression is that the present
 requirements are not sufficiently strict and that this allows marketing of GM foodstuffs
 without mention of them. There seems to be ambiguity and I may be supporting GM
 farming without being aware.  
 
3. The matter which I find  entirely unsatisfactory is that of Halal Certification. My
 complaint here is that there is no present requirement for certification to be disclosed on
 products. I petition those on this Senate Committee to require disclosure by labelling with
 explicit information for consumers to pursue further details, as happens re Organic. Living
 in Caulfield I find many Kosher-certified products and often choose to buy these if they
 appeal to me. In the local supermarkets Kosher foods are often grouped together. This
 guides Kosher-shoppers to find foods with reliable certification and guides other shoppers
 to avoid the extra expense and supporting Jewish authorities if they do not wish to do so. I
 understand the requirements of Kosher-certification to be rigorous and essential for that
 religion.
 
Whereas buying Kosher or Organic are choices made with full awareness, I find that Halal
 certification is being applied on all sorts of foods. All certification involves cost and often
 conscience as well. This is why the present lack of disclosure is entirely improper,



 particularly as it is arguably a religious tax as is Kosher. The present arrangement leaves
 open a way for abuse and artificially closed markets. Food suppliers are being invited into
 closed systems of supply & production. From Muslim sources one can discover that much
 of this certification is not based on necessity. 
 
The purpose of Halal observance is primarily that observant Muslims are to avoid anything
 "haram" (unclean). Many of the foods being certified are by nature not haram. Hence a
 cost, or impost, is being charged inappropriately and the choices of Australians is being
 restricted for no proper reason; and without their knowledge because ;
 
I am very dissatisfied with present arrangements for disclosure of Halal certification. It is
 not explicit. Labelling should be required, not least because the certification is for religious
 purposes. We must be informed so that we can choose.
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My submission speaks on lack of freedom of choice, inadequate labelling and the imposing of an 
Islamic Sharia tax on Australian manufacturers and consumers. 
 
 
Australia has freedom of religious choice protected under the constitution. However the majority of 
Australians are denied this choice due to the proliferation of halal certified food. Many food 
products , most of which are intrinsically halal anyway, are halal certified, but consumers wouldn’t 
know unless they specifically rang the manufacturer and enquired. Labelling is either hard to find or 
absent, and even when contacted, not all manufacturers are forthcoming. 
 
Why should we bear the expense for a qualification that benefits only a small section of the 
community, particularly if our own religious beliefs conflict with this process?  I do not want to eat 
the product of an Islamic ritual animal sacrifice in accordance with Sharia law. 

 Instead of the 2.2% Muslim population of Australia sourcing specialty products that cater for their 
religious beliefs, the 97.8% non Muslim population must seek out specially produced products if they 
do not want to eat food that has been sacrificed or dedicated to the Islamic god, allah. 

In addition to denial of choice, consumers in Australia are often unknowingly incurring an Islamic tax 
under sharia law. 
Australian food companies are being virtually blackmailed into paying tens of thousands in halal tax 
per month, which is then passed on to the consumer. There is little or no accountability as to where 
these millions of dollars go. The usual claims are to “Islamic schools”. Even were this so, do the 
majority of Australians want to pay a tax on their food in order to build Islamic schools?  

There is no knowing what happens to these millions after they leave Australia, but it has been linked 
with Islamic Jihadist groups. Even if there is the slightest chance that this is so, we need to have this 
made perfectly clear, but those responsible are not transparent or forthcoming. This sharia tax is 
likely to be undermining free western democracies, while funding groups fully opposed to the West. 
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Ph:  

Name to be Withheld 

Senate Inquiry into Third Party Certification of Food 

This submission concentrates on ‘halal certification’ 

Contents 

1 Introduction 

2 Halal Slaughter 

3 Halal Certification 

4 I Want Secular Food 

5 Labelling of Halal Certified Products 

5 Every Step of the Food Chain  

6 The Flawed “Export Market Demands Halal’ Argument 

6 Most OIC Countries Don’t have Halal Certification 

7 Where Do the Funds Go? 

7 Taqiyya 

8 Halal Is Sharia Law 

9 The solution 

9 Conclusion 

 

It is my opinion that the current Halal Certification scheme is nothing more than a rort; it is 
a sneaky and underhanded way of forcing the Islamic ideology and Sharia Law on to 
Australian consumers.   

I do not call Islam a religion; Islam is an all-encompassing ideology that has its own legal, 
social, military, political, financial as well as religious codes.  All of this precludes Islam from 
being considered a religion. 

In Islam, the term ‘halal’ simply means ‘permitted’ while ‘haram’ simply means ‘forbidden’.  
Many religions have things that are forbidden, that another religion may permit.    The 2011 
Census recorded over 120 different religious denominations in Australia.  Can you imagine 
the chaos if every one of those 120 religions created their own ‘certification schemes’? 
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Halal Slaughter 

A major problem would then arise when one religions requirements is opposite to another 
religion’s requirements.  One religion, Christians for example, might insist that the animal 
be irreversibly stunned thereby ensuring humane slaughter; while Islam requires the 
animal to be completely conscious at the point of slaughter and making sure not to sever 
the spinal cord, therefore maximising the animals suffering and ensuring that it can 
experience the fear, pain and distress of a slow agonising death; though a reversible stun is 
acceptable to Muslims, as the animal can then regain consciousness during the dying 
process. 

And where did the animal’s rights go?  The silence, from the organisations who purport to 
protect animal rights, is deafening!  We have, in Australia, a number of organisations who 
are supposed to protect animal rights such as the RSPCA, Animals Australia, PETA (People 
for the Ethical Treatment of Animals) and the AAWS (Australian Animal Welfare Strategy), 
just to name a few.  Why have these organisations remained silent on the issue of this 
barbaric and torturous halal slaughter?  The rights of these animals MUST take precedence 
over any religious barbarism. 

I am completely ashamed that our, once extremely high food production standards which 
included humane slaughter of animals, has now been compromised in accordance with a 
barbaric ideology from around 750AD! I feel sick to my stomach that I am forced to 
consume food from an animal who has been forced to suffer, purely to appease a minority 
in this country!  I say I am forced because the majority of meat produced in Australia is 
halal certified, but is not labelled as such, so I cannot possibly know whether it is or not.  I 
try my best to eat more pork products, as this way I can be secure in the knowledge that 
the animal has not been subjected to any barbaric ritual slaughter. 

This has also been the catalyst to many hard working Australians losing their jobs for no 
other reason than ‘they are not muslim’.  Adverts for slaughtermen in Australia all insist 
that the applicant MUST be a Muslim and MUST be male, while experience is an 
ADVANTAGE.  So these Australian companies, in their advertisements, are very open about 
the fact that they would prefer to employ a completely inexperienced Muslim with no 
skills, over an experienced Australian slaughterman (or slaughterwoman), who is not a 
Muslim Male.  This is clearly discrimination! 

Then to add insult to injury; anyone who is not a Muslim, who is employed in any other 
capacity by these halal certified slaughterhouses, are forbidden from bringing a ham 
sandwich for their own consumption during their lunchbreak! This is further discrimination! 

We should follow the example already set in other countries and Ban All Halal Slaughter! 
We need to declare that in Australia, Animal Rights come before ANY religious rituals! 
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Halal Certification 

To have a product ‘halal certified’, a fee must be paid to Muslims Australia, formerly the 
AFIC (Australian Federation of Islamic Councils) or an affiliated body. 
 
Supporters of ‘halal certification’ have suggested that the business/producers that pay the 
certification fees, absorb the cost of ‘halal certification’ and do not pass it on to the 
consumer.  This is completely ludicrous!  Fees charged range from $5000 per year for a 
kebab shop, $40,000 per month for an abattoir (or $480,000 per year), $100,000 per year 
for a chicken producer.  To suggest that these producers are happy for their bottom line to 
be weaker to the tune of $480,000 per year is either stupidity or deceit but more likely 
Taqiyya (Muslims lying to non-muslims to advance the cause of Islam).  Business Practices 
101:- All production costs are built in to the price of the product. 
 
In the 1990’s, I had a few Muslim families that I came across during my working day in 
childcare.  Our centre provided meals for the children in care.  The mothers of these 
Muslim families told me that there were only a few ‘halal butchers’ where they could buy 
halal meat.  I was told by these mothers, that the Quran states that if they are uncertain of 
the source of their meat, they can still buy the meat, but they would then need to pray to 
Allah over their meal (the same as Christians do) and the meat is then ‘halal’ and they can 
conscientiously eat it.  From the Muslim book - Hadith (3.273)  Some people said, "O 
Allah's Apostle! Meat is brought to us by some people and we are not sure whether the 
name of Allah has been mentioned on it or not (at the time of slaughtering the animals)." 
Allah's Apostle said (to them), "Mention the name of Allah and eat it." 
 
As we did not source our meat from these ‘halal’ butchers; and we were not Muslim so 
therefore could not ‘mention the name of Allah’ over the child’s meat, we were requested 
to make sure that these children were never given meat that wasn’t bought from home.   
We were instructed by these parents that, apart from meat, “their children could eat 
anything else that they liked from our menu”!  They explained that the Quran states that 
the only things that are ‘haram’ (forbidden) were alcohol, blood & meat from carnivorous 
animals and pork products.  They told me that the Quran says that everything else in nature 
is ‘halal’ (permitted).  There was NEVER any mention of ‘halal certification’!   

Muslim families have been eating food every day for the last 1400 years that was not ‘halal 
certified’ because ‘halal certification’ was not INVENTED until recently.  ‘Halal certification’ 
is a HUMAN INVENTION!  IT IS NOT A RELIGIOUS REQUIREMENT!  There is no mention in 
the Quran of any kind of ‘certification’!  In fact the Quran clearly states what items are 
‘haram’ and it also clearly states that everything else in nature is ‘halal’.  So there really is 
no need for any kind of certification. 
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I Want SECULAR FOOD, Where are My Consumer Rights? 

Mr Mohammed El Mouelhy of Halal Certification Authority Pty Ltd, has stated that 80% of 
cattle, lamb and poultry meat sold in Australia is now slaughtered by Muslim males in 
abattoirs according to Islamic Sharia Law. 

He has also said that all salt and sugar in Australia is now halal certified which pretty much 
means that everything on the supermarket shelves contains ‘halal certified’ ingredients!  
He has also boasted on national television that “If you don’t want to eat Halal, live on pork 
and wine because even water is halal certified!”.  He then laughs, “You are eating halal 
day and night,” and paying a premium for it. “All the anti-halal protesting is water off a 
duck’s back, it actually increases my business and I’m a millionaire.” 

Given that almost all products on the supermarket shelves are ‘halal certified’ and having 
almost no secular foods available to purchase, means that I am forced to purchase ‘halal 
certified’ foods, therefore a portion of my shopping money is going to ‘not-for-profit 
religious organisations’.  Therefore that portion of my shopping money is a religious 
donation, which I should be able to claim as a tax deduction in my tax return! 

In every non-Muslim country, Muslims demand minority rights!  In every Muslim 
controlled country, there are no minority rights!  It is not a Muslim’s ‘right’ to have their 
food ‘halal certified’.  It is their right to choose to purchase what they want.  It is also my 
right to purchase the products that I want!  However, I cannot choose to purchase what I 
want because that choice has been taken away from me when the ‘halal certification’ was 
placed on the majority of ingredients/items on the supermarket shelves.   

I am insulted that my choices are being restricted.  If all Sugar and Salt produced in 
Australia is ‘halal certified’, almost all food contains either sugar or salt or both, so then 
that would most likely equate to:- (apart from alcohol & pork products)  EVERY ITEM ON 
THE SUPERMARKET SHELF CONTAINS HALAL CERTIFIED INGREDIENTS!  I cannot find any 
food that doesn’t contain any halal certified ingredients, no matter how much I am 
prepared to pay for it.  Why am I not allowed to buy secular food?  My shopping is now 
being controlled by the halal movement!  Where are my consumer rights? 

Halal certification ensures that Sikhs, Buddhists, Christians and other religions are having 
their food selections decimated as they, according to their own religious beliefs, cannot eat 
foods dedicated to a false God.  No one can decide for someone else which is the ‘true god’ 
and which is a ‘false god’ as this is purely a position of faith!  Where are the rights of Sikhs, 
Buddhists & Christians?  Where is their freedom of religion? 

Globally, Halal certification has been estimated to be worth USD$3Trillion annually!  This is 
all money for nothing!  No wonder the cost of EVERYTHING has skyrocketed in the last 
decade! 
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Labelling of Halal Certified Food 

Strangely, though, many Australian companies are paying exorbitant fees to have their 
products ‘halal certified’ but then choosing NOT to label the food as such!  Why would any 
company pay for a label and then not use it?  Probably because they don’t really want it but 
have been coerced, bullied or pressured into obtaining it. 

This then creates a very difficult situation for anyone wishing to eat ‘secular’ food.  I now 
have to spend twice as much time doing my shopping.  Because most of the products on 
the shelves are halal certified, but not labelled as such, I have to spend time and money 
calling the number on the packaging and politely asking if their product is ‘halal certified’.  
Many times the person on the other end of the phone doesn’t know so has to go and find 
out.  They then come back to me and announce that their product is halal certified.  Very 
rarely do I get the answer “No, our products are not halal certified”.  Some business even 
refuse to answer the question!?!  Why am I not entitled to know if my purchase is halal 
certified?  

 

Every Step of the Food Chain 

Worldwide, the ‘halal certification schemes’ have been so lucrative that it has been 
extended to, not only to other food products such as water, milk & honey which are all 
‘naturally halal’ so really don’t require anyone to claim them as ‘halal’ because they already 
are; they are now including non-food items such as women’s sanitary items, pet food, 
transport, machinery etc. etc.  ‘Halal certifiers’ are now insisting that more and more 
‘halal certification’ is required at every step of the supply chain!  The cattle farmer must 
be ‘halal certified’$$$ and in order to gain this certification he must ensure that the feed he 
buys for the cattle is ‘halal certified’$$$; the abattoir that processes the cattle must be 
‘halal certified’$$$ and in order to qualify they must only buy machinery that is ‘halal 
certified’$$$; they must only use oil in those machines that is ‘halal certified’$$$; they can 
only use packaging that is ‘halal certified’$$$; they must transport the ‘halal certified’ meat 
using only a transport company that is ‘halal certified’$$$ which can only employ Male 
Muslim drivers (Discrimination); the transport company must use ‘halal certified’ mechanics 
(who must also be Male Muslims).  Restaurants and cafés are being targeted to become 
‘halal certified’$$$….. And in order to gain certification they must only use ‘halal certified’ 
cutlery $$$...  And from the sublime to the ridiculous, they now have ‘halal certified’ bank 
loans; ‘halal certified’ homes; ‘halal certified’ travel; ‘halal certified’ cosmetics; and to add 
insult to injury we now have ‘halal certified’ Easter Eggs!!!!! Muslims aren’t allowed to eat 
Easter Eggs!!!!! This is beyond a joke!  
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The Flawed “Export Market demands halal” Argument 

The proponents of ‘halal certification’ insist that we need to have our products ‘halal 
certified’ in order to sell the products to overseas Muslim markets.  However, on the 
Australian Chicken Meat Federation website they state that only 4% of the chicken 
produced in Australia is for export; these countries are South Africa, Hong Kong and the 
Philippines but these are not Muslim countries!  The other 96% of chicken produced is for 
the domestic market.  So why is ALL the chicken in Australia ‘halal certified’?  The “export 
market” argument falls completely flat here. 

The Major Australian Beef exports are to Japan 37%, USA 17% and Korea 15%.  None of 
these countries are Muslim countries so again the “export market” argument falls flat! 

All honey produced in Australia is ‘halal certified’!  Honey is naturally ‘halal’ and WE DON’T 
EXPORT OUR HONEY!  WE IMPORT HONEY!  The “export market” argument is fatally 
flawed! 

 

 

Most OIC Countries Don’t have Halal Certification 

Interestingly, it is reported that, out of 57 OIC countries less than 5 have Halal Certification 
Boards, less than half have Halal import regulations and No OIC country has a domestic 
Halal Act.  Now, if ‘halal certification’ was an Islamic religious requirement, you would 
expect that 100% of OIC countries would have ‘halal certification’, BUT THEY DON’T!  So, if 
there is no requirement for ‘halal certification’ in OIC countries, then there is no justifiable 
reason why the western world is being forced to fund these fraudsters? ……… 

Here is the (non-justifiable) reason - Addressing a reception in Karachi, hosted by Islamic 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry (ICCI) held in his honour and other delegates of Global 
Halal Congress, Dr Mustafa Ceric (Grand Mufti of Bosnia & Hertzegovina) said that “Halal 
movement has the strength to lead Muslims to rule the global economy as the food and 
other services are the basic need of every human being.”  He went on to urge Muslims to 
Conquer the World through the Halal movement”  I have never heard of any Christian 
priest, or leader of any other religious organisations aspiring to ‘conquer the world’ or 
‘controlling the global economy’. 
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Where Do the Funds Go? 

In the ‘halal certification debate’ people often bring up the Kosher label, and the Heart Tick. 
These are certainly not the same as Halal. I have never had Kosher forced upon me and I 
would not know where to find kosher meat, I have never heard of stand-over tactics being 
used to force payment for an ‘Organic’ label.  And the heart tick was introduced as a way to 
assist people to make choices that would help their health, everyone has a heart!  Halal is 
for Islam, and Islam only.  In order for a company to become ‘Halal Certified’ they are also 
forced to sign a ‘non-disclosure’ statement!  There is only one reason for halal certifiers to 
force companies to sign a ‘non-disclosure statement’, and that would be to hide something! 

It has been proven in other countries that some ‘halal certification’ fees have been 
funnelled by Imams to so called ‘Muslim charities’ such as Hizb ut-Tahrir, the Muslim 
Brotherhood and Hamas, which are terrorist organisations.  So it is then completely 
plausible that some funds from halal certification in Australia may also be funnelled to 
terrorist organisations.  This may not have been proven, but where these funds go is not 
clear, and is shrouded in secrecy, so this must be thoroughly investigated! 

However, to give the benefit of doubt, assuming that none of the ‘halal certification funds’ 
are misappropriated, and assuming that the usage of certification fees only goes to fund 
Islam-only endeavours; the funds are sent to the Imams (self-appointed Muslim preachers) 
to fund their mosques & schools (some of these Australian Muslim schools have already 
been forced to repay $millions of misappropriated school funding).  I find it repugnant that 
any portion of my shopping money be sent to a Muslim Imam!  I would be just as appalled 
if any portion of my shopping money was funnelled to Christian Priests or any other 
minority or majority group!  My shopping money should only go the production and 
supply of my purchases! 

 

Taqiyya 

The Quran instructs Muslims to lie to non-Muslims about their beliefs and political 
ambitions to protect and spread Islam.  For example so-called charitable organisations such 
as the Council of American Islamic Relations (CAIR), seemingly raise funds for orphans, 
when in fact they were giving the money to terrorists.  The United Arab Emirates has now 
declared CAIR as a Terrorist Organisations, on the same list as Al-Qaeda, Hamas and the 
Muslim Brotherhood.  They deceive good hearted western infidels into giving money to 
organisations that are actively killing western infidels. 

Muslims will quote one of the few peaceful parts from the early parts of the Quran, while 
following the principle of Taqiyya, neglecting to mention the fact that it has been officially 
abrogated by later, more violent verses.  According to the Quran, “the world will be at 
peace only when Islam and Sharia reign in every country, and never until then.” 
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Halal Is Sharia law 

It has been well documented, that Halal certification is one of the ways to bring sharia law, 
very quietly, into non-Islamic countries.  The major proponents of ‘halal certification 
schemes’, such as Mohammed El Mouelhy of Halal Certification Authority Pty Ltd, are also 
the ones calling for ‘sharia law’ to be implemented in Australia.  Many Islamic leaders 
have said and supported this!  The Quran is the source of sharia law!  Unfortunately sharia 
law considers women as half the importance of a men, Female Genital Mutilation is 
mandatory, bigamy is encouraged and child brides are not only condoned, but encouraged.  
Furthermore, Quran (18:65-81) “punishment for murder is not applicable when a parent 
or grandparent kills their offspring (0.1.1-2)”. 

On the Islamic website, muslimvillage.com, in June 2011, the Secretary of the Australian 
Islamic Mission, Siddiq Buckley is quoted as saying “There are practical examples of Sharia 
Law here (in Australia) already.  We have Muslim schools, mosques, funeral parlours, shops 
and businesses.  We’ve got abattoirs, Islamic charities, Islamic financial institutions.  There 
are so many things – halal meals served on airlines.  This is all part of Sharia” 

Sharia Law goes way further than just food and halal.  However, all of the ‘halal 
certification’ organisations are operating under Sharia Law and a desire for Sharia Law to be 
accepted and implemented in our mainstream society.   

According to the Quran - Striving to institute Sharia Law is a religious DUTY.  And - Sharia is 
the Law of Allah, any other form of government is a Sin. 

In fact, it is widely acknowledged that there are already Sharia Courts that deal with Muslim 
marriages and divorces, which results in many Australian Muslim women being denied their 
true entitlements when they divorce, as well as many Australian Muslim men committing 
bigamy and claiming social security benefits for multiple wives and families. 

We must make it clear that, while we are always tolerant of all races, religions, cultures and 
creeds; we have an Australian Constitution and Australian Law which is the only Law.  It 
protects EVERY AUSTRALIAN equally and does not discriminate.  We should not change our 
laws to suit any minority. 
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THE SOLUTION 

 

Ban All Religious Slaughter in Australia! 

 

For those companies who wish to have their products ‘halal certified’ I would suggest that 
the Federal Government de-register all halal certifying bodies and instead create a single 
Government Certifying Organisation, run entirely by Government, charging a nominal fee, 
say $100-$200 per year, to verify that the product meets halal requirements. 

 

For those companies who wish to label their product as meeting ‘halal requirements’ a set 
of ACCC or Government rules and guidelines around ‘halal’ claims.  This way, any company 
wishing to label their product as ‘halal’ can do so without any requirement of any kind of 
certification, by simply following the Government guidelines.  Similar to the way a company 
who wishes to label their product as ‘97% Fat Free’ or ‘organic’ it simply must be true.  
According to the ACCC, if a business claims to meet a particular standard, it must ensure 
that this claim is true.  Misleading, false or deceptive claims are against the law.  So a Honey 
producer, knowing that their honey has not come into contact with any alcohol, blood or 
pork products, can label it as ‘halal’ simply because it is true!  This would reduce production 
costs (no exorbitant payments to ‘halal certifiers’) and result in food that is still suitable for 
Muslims to eat as well as everybody else! 

 

 

Conclusion 

We are the lucky country, in this case because we can learn from what we have seen in 
other countries.  We are lucky that we still have a chance to stop this now. And we must!  
We need our Government to stop pussy-footing around and being politically correct.  So 
some people get offended, so what?  If I get offended by what someone else does or says, 
that’s just tough for me!  I don’t get to control what other people do or say.  Neither should 
any one political or religious group!   

Thank you for accepting my submission. I do hope that this enquiry brings about the 
changes that are needed. 
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To whom it may concern, 

 

I wish to submit my concerns to the Senate inquiry into food certification schemes,  

 

 

My primary concerns are with the HALAL certification scheme initiated by Islamic Religious 
ideology and my alarm at the attachment of Islamic control over the national food chain with a 
Religious certification process. The current Halal certification process is pressed upon an 
uninformed public without clear labelling and public access to the use of proceeds, 
understanding of organizational/ authoritive structure of certifiers, regulatory controls on 
costs and overlapping / duplicate costs (a tax/cost on each handling process or service from 
producer to consumer) among the many issues of concern related to this certification scheme.  

In particular my concern is with the incremental  increase and  use of Islamic laws 
introduced  into Australian society by various means to isolate and protect Muslim political 
gains, social fractures(differentiation) and  gives rise to concern of the intent of future control 
over  food , transport, finance and other points of contact with this Halal Certification process. 

It is well documented that the need for Halal certification is only on a very small amount of 
foods and there are provisions for the religious treatment of any foods without a formal 
certification within the Koran Sirra and Hadith of Muhammad for those Muslims wishing to 
follow Muhammad’s example. Until the 1980s Halal certification was unnecessary for observant 
Muslims! 

 

My comment on, 

1. The extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia 
including, but not limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and 
genetically modified food and general food safety certification schemes; 
 

The requirement of certification on ALL food AND the processes and services attached to 
certification is a gross over reach placed upon a secular multi faith public.   

I want to be clearly informed of my purchasing choices, the method and reason for certification 
and the costs attached to all components and processes of handling charged to the consumer. 
Clear and unambiguous labelling of all Halal certified products. 

 

 



 

2. Current labelling requirements of food certification schemes; 
 

The current labelling is discriminatory by the selective and stealthy use of minimalized logos, 
brands and certification notification on products and services and the refusal of many 
companies to acknowledge or inform consumers upon request. I have often come home with 
products that I later find to be Halal certified to my distress. 

 

 

 

3. The need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay 
certification fees; 
 

Labelling for specialized purposes included Religious observances in contradiction to my 
own beliefs should be clearly labelled and the companies attaching certification processes to 
their products and services  clearly informing consumers both in labelling and in product 
guidelines, and web site information access and public awareness. If I am adverse to peanuts, 
labelling requires this to be notified on products, my aversion to complying with a Religious 
ideology, observance and the cost of it should therefore also be clearly labelled. 

 

 

 

4. Whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian 
consumers to make informed purchasing decisions; 
 

Schemes currently in place do not provide enough information for an informed consumer 
choice.  

A)The recent incidence of Hepatitis found in Berries imported from China and the lack of quality 
control assurance  in the production and processing have been found severely lacking.  The 
ambiguous and deceitful way companies subvert the labelling guidelines has demonstrated a 
financial benefit drives consumer labelling disclosure.  

B) The additional requirement of price per gram/unit labelling in supermarkets is another 
example of companies trying to deceive consumers, the insisted introduction of this particular 
labelling requirement has saved consumers considerable cost and enabled informed 
comparative purchasing based on economic costs. Marketing and consumer information 
control interferes with consumer rights of informative decision making. 



 

 

 

5. Details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or 
manufacturers and the potential for these to impact on prices for consumers; 

 

Any cost of certification for a specialized religious observance should be borne by the 
community requiring the certification, NOT the broader community who oppose the additional 
costs and controls and see separation of intra business conduct as a method of 
manipulation in the food chain. When one section of a community controls a component of 
business (certification) on-charges the consumer and insists on layers of control/ authorisation 
in the business/food chain there is a serious concern of corruption and manipulated control. 
In employment bias, service provision, authority or control (business owners v certifying 
authority) etc. The costs for this certification, the certifier’s authority, qualification, protocols 
and collection of fees must be clearly accounted for, with fee structure, use of funds and clear 
business processes available to public scrutiny.  

 

 

6. The importance of food certification schemes in relation to export 
market access and returns to producers; 

 

As seen in the recent Indonesian live cattle export market collapse, market turmoil can be used 
to adversely influence foreign policy. The provision of Halal Certification for the market access 
and continuation of trade relies heavily on producer/ exporter compliance to Religious 
demands and political influence well beyond normal trade reliability. 

 Australian producers committed to trade with countries and export business reliant on 
compliance of Religious certification must accept the risk entirely, with volatility factored into 
the business modelling, similar to mining and energy industries. And not allowing localized 
Political manipulation of foreign policy by entering into known volatile markets without due 
consideration of risk.   

Halal certification for export markets is a case by case, business by business decision that 
choice is made on economic grounds by the exporter. No charges fees or bailout assistance 
should be imposed upon the broader community for these decisions made with historically 
considered difficulties prevalent in these markets. Export trade that require Halal certification 
should sign an export licence waiver accepting responsibility for market volatility when 
entering know markets established and researched over this period of time. Passing the buck to 
the Australian public for over commitment to these markets is irresponsible and deceitful business 
practice. 



 

 

 

7. The extent and adequacy of information available to the public about 
certifiers including, but not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial 
records;  

 

The nature of Halal Certification and the connections made already to the funding and provision 
of assistance to terror organizations is of extreme concern (as reported in many media 
releases). The disclosure and protocols used throughout the process have so far been of an 
underhanded and shadowy nature.  Any certification scheme must be Government authorised 
with clear communication of fees and qualification requirements for Business compliance. The 
fees received should be managed by Government departments and dispersed as appropriate 
through funding requests and resource dispersement to better encourage Islamic 
harmonization with the broader community. This provides a mechanism for Halal consumers 
to purchase Halal products (clearly labelled)that fund community based activities and interfaith 
dialogues independently. 

 Any fund management, fund request and community funding provided by the Religious Halal 
certification should be open to public scrutiny to the public for the good of the public. Small 
cliques, groups and special interest groups are of a distinct anathema to public harmony by 
segregating and confrontational behaviours in pursuit of economic gain and favouritism at odds 
with the Australian way of life.  

 

 

8. Any related matters. 

 

The purpose of Halal Certification is of questionable social benefit, the global arrangement and 
corruptibility issues have an insidious reek of dominance, one culture against others. The 
opportunity for a charitable component of Islamic society toward fostering inter cultural unity 
is lost in this dark compliance tax. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yours Sincerely 

 William Atherton 
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From: Michael  
Sent: Friday, 31 July 2015 12:20 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal Certification
 
To Who it may concern
 
The subject of Halal Certification is a very deep and diverse subject. however in its simplest
 form it is a fund raising Operation of Islam which generates 2-3 Trillion Dollars from the
 Western World.
In Australia it is estimated to be worth 20-40 Billion tax free dollars, used to make some
 individuals very wealthy builds more Mosques more Islamic schools ( which Preach Hate
 against the infidel) and bogus charities
around the Globe to help finance Isis Hamas Boko Haram Al Quida, etc, etc this paper trail
 has been proven. So why should I care? Because it effects all Australians and threaten our
 Country and our Culture.
Halal Certification effects us in the following ways
 
1. Christians eating meat sacrificed to Idol’s
2. Increases the cost of products that are Halal certified
3. Takes away employment especially in the Meat industry for NON Muslims
4. Reduces our consumer choice of products if we don’t want to support this extortion Tax
 that the Government get’s no direct income from.
5. Segregates our Community
6 Builds more Mosques
7 Builds more Islamic Schools ( Kindergarden for teaching Hate )
8 A source of income to Jihadists Groups around the world.
9 Will only perpetuate the issues if nothing is done.
 
Please stop issuing licences for Halal Certifiers, revoke all existing licences . Force all
 Labeling to have Halal Certified product sticker’s on the product those that don’t comply
 fined $500,000 they will soon comply
 
Please take our concerns seriously
 
Concerned Citizen
 
Michael
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Senate Standing Committee on Economics 
 
 
RE: THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATION OF FOOD [& OTHER PRODUCTS] 
 
This submission relates specifically to the current practice of Halal Certification in Australia. 
 
Halal Certification is a modern construct 
My perspective comes from having lived in Kabul with my family when I was a child.  This 
was in the 1970s.  As I was able to speak Farsi more fluently than the other members of my 
family, (I had dual language ability) it was my role to accompany the adults to the market to 
purchase food and to act as an interpreter on this and other errands.  We lived within a 
respectful Muslim community.  We did not live in an `ex-pat’ community, but nevertheless 
food imported from many nations was also available.  
 
At that time, the meat that hung in the markets had been butchered by the method described 
as “Halal”.  Some of the foods considered “Haram” (i.e. “forbidden”) were pork, donkey, and 
camel.  Despite being haram for consumption, donkeys and camels were used to transport a 
wide range of goods, including food.  The food and goods transported did not then become 
haram.  They did not require rituals or certification to make them suitable for consumption or 
use.  Halal (i.e. “permissible”) foods available were of a wide variety: nuts, honey, eggs, milk, 
yoghurt, cheese, water, fresh fruits, dried fruits, flour, bread, fresh vegetables, dried 
vegetables, rice and other grains, ‘processed’ foods, freshly prepared meals.  Flies and other 
insects that came into contact with any of these ‘naturally’ halal items did not render the 
foodstuff haram.  Food produced by non-Muslims was not rendered haram. 
 
Members of my family have lived in other Muslim countries and report the same scenario of 
readily available and recognisable halal and haram foods (including processed foods), 
without halal certification, prior to the 1980s. 
 
Possible Legitimate Reasons for the use of Halal Certification in Australia 
• To allow Muslims to avoid foods that are haram and to identify foods that are halal. 

Practising Muslims are well aware of which foods are haram and halal.  Not all Muslims 
agree with the practice of Halal Certification, seeing it as unlawful and a means of 
corrupt practice and inequity within the Muslim community.  Accurate ingredient 
labelling would benefit both Muslims and non-Muslims. 

• To allow non-Muslims to avoid consuming animals which have been Halal slaughtered. 
Non-Muslims may choose to avoid eating Halal-slaughtered meat because it offends 
the practise of their own faith, beliefs, values or lifestyle; and/or 
Non-Muslims may choose to avoid eating Halal-slaughtered meat due to concerns 
about animal welfare 
Accurate ingredient labelling would benefit both Muslims and non-Muslims. 

• To allow manufacturers to export to countries requesting the use of Halal Certification. 
This view tends to overshadow the fact that within countries that require certification 
there exist populations who are non-Muslim.  Manufacturers are complicit in the 
reduction of choices for non-Muslim populations in those countries.  For example, in 
Indonesia, the main Islamic body (Majelis Ulama Indonesia, MUI) that oversaw the 
approval of halal imports from Australia has failed to protect the non-Muslim citizens of 
West Papua.  These citizens are exposed to systematic and systemic incidents of 
harassment, suppression of freedom of expression, sexual assault, kidnapping, 
separation of children from their families, torture, false imprisonment, and murder. 
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Possible Questionable Reasons for the use of Halal Certification in Australia. 
• To allow for organisations/persons to be able to charge fees unnecessarily by creating 

an extensive and limitless chain or range of goods and services to be certified. 
By extending the scope of unnecessary certification to halal foods (e.g. honey) and also 
goods that observant Muslims would not purchase (e.g. hot cross buns), and by 
invoking dubious reasons to apply halal certification, the process of Halal Certification is 
open to abuse. 

• To allow for a restricted range of persons to gain employment in the production of an 
extensive and limitless chain or range of goods and services to be certified. 
By extending the scope of unnecessary certification to particular products (e.g. feminine 
hygiene products) and processes (e.g. cleaning/transport contracts), employment can 
be maintained within restricted groups, e.g. Muslim only or Muslim men only. 

• To allow for the imposition of Islamic law within Australia by creating an extensive and 
limitless range of goods and services to be certified. 
By extending the scope of unnecessary certification, it is very difficult for Australian 
citizens to avoid purchasing products that have received Halal Certification.  An 
organisation (e.g. The Australian Federation of Islamic Councils) which is already on 
public record as desiring the imposition of Islamic Law within Australia may use its 
income from Halal Certification for that same purpose.  The greater the range of goods 
and services, and the greater the fees, the greater the monetary support for the stated 
goal of supporting politicians who will impose Islamic Law. 
 

Reasons that I do not support the use of Halal Certification in Australia 
• The definition of halal and haram foods is well established.  The appropriate 

consumption of food of unknown origin/within traditional Muslim environments/within 
non-Muslim communities is also well established.  The concept and imposition of Halal 
Certification is a modern construct. 

• The choice of halal foods is an individual matter of political/religious/social affiliation 
which should not be imposed on Muslims who do not agree with Halal Certification, nor 
should it be imposed on non-Muslims. 

• The incentives to abuse third party certification (e.g. material gain, furtherance of 
political aims etc) are great, and the oversight of third party certification is also open to 
abuse. 

• Currently, producers are not open about their Halal Certification status, which negates 
two of the possible legitimate purposes for certification (i.e. To allow Muslims to avoid 
foods that are haram and to identify foods that are halal; and To allow non-Muslims to 
avoid consuming animals which have been Halal slaughtered).  For example, all EziYo 
products are halal certified.  Despite displaying this prior to 2015, it has now been 
removed from packaging.  Coon displays halal certification inside their packs of slices.  
Mission “don’t have room” for their Halal Certification on products, including large bags 
of corn chips.  Consumers cannot make appropriate choices. 

• Consumer choice in Australia is already severely restricted.  It is very difficult to 
purchase staples like sugar, bread, flour, butter, milk, yoghurt, dried fruit etc that are not 
halal certified.  It is more realistic to check each item for an accurate ingredients list 
than to contact manufacturers before point of sale. 
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• Legalistic righteousness does not purify; it burdens.  The good man brings good things 
after the good stored up in him (i.e. his heart), and the evil man brings evil things out of 
the evil stored up in him.  Halal Certification is not good, more purifying; it burdens. 

• Potential “global expansion” does not warrant supporting and supplying 
countries/organisations who request compliance with Halal Certification while also 
suppressing the rights of their citizens, Muslim and non-Muslim. 

• Certification of goods and services by a third party adds to the cost of those same.  The 
costs affect a wide range of consumers, but the benefits do not. 

• Neither gender nor religious/political affiliation should be used to exclude persons from 
whole sectors of employment.  Widespread Halal Certification ensures that 
discrimination in employment is widespread. 

• Halal Certification is being claimed by some as necessary under Islamic law.  Islamic 
law is a religious/political/social system with implications for both Muslims and 
non-Muslims.  (For Muslims this can include: marriage contracts between a man and a 
woman’s guardian; polygamy; child marriage; provision for child wives disabled by 
sexual experience/childbirth; sexual servitude; violence against wives; lesser 
inheritance for daughters; divorce arrangements including loss of custody of children; 
co-existence of concubines; no definition of rape within marriage; physical restriction to 
the home; consequences for changing one’s faith; charitable giving to benefit Muslims 
only; etc.  For non-Muslims this can include: consequences for not belonging to a 
monotheistic faith; consequences for belonging to a monotheist faith; sexual servitude; 
non-recognition of non-Islamic marriage; penury; money and hospitality by extortion; no 
definition of rape; ban on building/maintaining/repairing places of worship; violence 
against non-Muslims; slavery; etc.).  While some Muslims may desire Islamic law, 
others have come to Australia specifically to escape other Muslims’ interpretation of 
Islamic law. 

• Halal slaughter, for many non-Muslims, is not consistent with humane animal welfare.  
It should be possible for non-Muslims to follow their conscience in this matter without 
excessive travel or cost to locate appropriate products. 

 
Recommendations to the Parliamentary Inquiry re Third Party Certification 
• Investigate methods to discontinue the practice of Halal Certification. 

• Investigate the status of organisations (e.g. tax exempt or not) supplying certification.  

• Investigate methods to supply existing halal butchers with ritually slaughtered product 
(consistent with animal welfare) from an appropriate proportion of abattoirs without 
creating a monopoly environment where non-halal slaughtered product is not available 
or only available at great cost. 

• Investigate how to appropriately extend or limit the accurate ingredient labelling of 
foods so that Australians of various faiths/beliefs/values can make appropriate and 
informed choices. 

 

This is the third and final page of my submission. 
 
Name;  
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SUBMISSION TO THE SENATE ECONOMICS REFERENCES 

COMMITTEE 

Third Party Certification of Food 

 

 

Food certification schemes, such as those for halal, organics, kosher and genetically 

modified food, assist in underpinning Australia’s reputation as a safe and reliable 

exporter of agricultural produce, facilitating trade that generates billions of dollars of 

export income. For example, if we were unable to offer Australian Government 

assured halal certification to our Muslim and other trading partners, access for our red 

meat exports to these markets would be limited, threatening a $1.4 billion trade. In 

addition, Australia’s rising share of the global organic food market would be lost 

without third party certification of organic produce. 

 

 

1.   Australia is a major agricultural exporter.  In 2014, our food exports (processed 

and unprocessed) were worth nearly $37 billion.1 We export approximately two thirds 

of total agricultural production.  Our reputation for excellence, safety and reliability in 

our agriculture and food sectors is an important differentiating factor and appropriate 

certification of our exports is essential to maintaining this reputation and to 

facilitating trade. 

 

2.   Food certification schemes are used by exporters for a variety of reasons.  These 

include the provision of information to importers and importing country consumers 

about food safety, health attributes and food production methods.  Certification 

schemes are used to differentiate products based on compliance with certain criteria or 

standards that may include qualitative, social, religious and environmental 

considerations (eg, organics, genetic modification, carbon footprint, fair trade, kosher, 

halal).  Food safety certification is provided by government and private entities.   

 

3.   The Australian Government, through the Department of Agriculture, plays a key 

role in regulating the export of food, including by providing a range of certifications 

related to sanitary and phytosanitary criteria. The Department of Agriculture also 

administers specific regulations relating to the certification of organic products and 

halal red meat exports.  These government programs provide assurance about the 

integrity of the products concerned and help facilitate trade.  Certification under these 

schemes offers businesses opportunities, including access to a wider variety of 

international markets.   

 

  

                                                
1
 DFAT, Composition of Trade, 2014. 
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Halal certification 

 

4.   The Muslim community around the world has a strong interest in ensuring that 

halal food is correctly prepared, certified and labelled.  The global Muslim population 

is 1.6 billion, with over 60 per cent of Muslims residing in the Asia Pacific region.2 

The largest Muslim population is in Indonesia with 200 million Muslims.
3
  India is 

home to 140 million Muslims,
4 

China to 40 million
5
.  The global halal food and 

beverage market was estimated at US$1.1 trillion in 2013 and is expected to be valued 

at US$1.6 trillion by 2018.
6
  Halal business opportunities are not limited to food 

production.  They include the whole halal food value chain: seeds and fertilizers; 

farming; food technology; food production; food processing; logistics; and importing 

and retail outlets.7 The economic incentives for Australian businesses to seek halal 

certification for exports are therefore significant.  Table A and Graph A illustrate the 

total value of agriculture, fisheries and forestry exports to select Muslim countries and 

regions. 

 

TABLE A 

 

AUSTRALIAN EXPORTS: SELECT MUSLIM COUNTRIES & REGIONS 

(TOTAL AGRICULTURE, FISHERIES, FORESTRY) 

 

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 

Middle East (A$000) 2,514,477 2,269,507 3,017,750 3,140,944 4,112,213 3,619,021 

Gulf Cooperation Council 

(A$000) 
1,637,764 1,663,585 2,029,022 2,073,317 2,658,234 2,390,540 

Bahrain (A$000) 102,002 122,533 132,388 103,319 113,462 130,669 

Brunei (A$000) 19,249 20,219 22,124 23,043 28,010 27,348 

Egypt (A$000) 200,506 355,027 408,152 395,907 358,029 349,216 

Indonesia (A$000) 2,136,916 2,607,299 2,619,750 2,479,937 2,810,049 3,355,002 

Iran (A$000) 187,935 103,072 118,559 406,129 270,482 354,344 

Iraq (A$000) 254,190 75,110 375,546 160,481 589,773 272,601 

Jordan (A$000) 138,524 105,802 150,717 151,467 162,936 163,915 

Kuwait (A$000) 252,195 294,157 405,422 306,819 373,200 394,440 

Malaysia (A$000) 944,861 954,478 938,306 1,001,589 1,102,809 1,358,290 

Oman (A$000) 68,236 99,682 88,139 110,272 98,985 112,369 

Qatar (A$000) 90,168 107,136 128,809 186,438 148,295 173,971 

Saudi Arabia (A$000) 573,997 471,693 715,678 684,735 1,005,429 739,078 

United Arab Emirates 

(A$000) 
551,166 568,386 558,585 681,733 918,864 840,013 

Source:  DFAT STARS Database, based on ABS Cat No 5368.0, May 2015 data; ABS Special Data Service. 

                                                
2
 Drew Desilver, “World’s Muslim population more widespread than you might think.” Pew Centre. 

Last modified 7 June 2013. http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2013/06/07/worlds-muslim-

population-more-widespread-than-you-might-think/ 
3
 Drew Desilver, “World’s Muslim population” 

4
 Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada, Global Pathfinder Report, Halal Food Trends, (Ottawa: Market 

Indicator Report, April 2011), p5. 
5
 Ibid. 

6
 Dubai Chamber of Commerce, “Dubai Chamber report shows increasing preference for halal food as 

global market grows to US$1.1 trillion in 2013.” Last modified 10 August 2014, 

http://www.dubaichamber.com/en/news/dubai-chamber-report-shows-increasing-preference-for-halal-

food-as-global-market-grows-to-us1-1-trillion-in-2013 
7
 Dubai Chamber of Commerce, “Dubai Chamber report” 
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GRAPH A 

 

 
 

5.   The Australian Government-regulated Authorised Halal Program for red meat 

exports enables our red meat exporters to access markets that require red meat imports 

to be accompanied by government-endorsed halal certification.  These markets 

include Bahrain, Brunei, Egypt, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Malaysia, 

Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates.  Malaysia, Indonesia and 

the United Arab Emirates are among Australia’s top fifteen export markets.  Australia 

also exports halal certified red meat to a number of other key markets, including 

China, the United States, Singapore, Thailand and Japan.  The Department of 

Agriculture has valued halal certified red meat and meat product exports at 

$1.4 billion (2013-14).   

 

6.   Were we unable to offer Australian Government assured halal certification to our 

Muslim and other trading partners, access for our red meat exports to these markets 

would be limited and potentially denied, with a corresponding deleterious effect on 

the Australian red meat export industry.  Likewise, if other food businesses did not 

have access to commercial halal certification services this would limit their ability to 

access a large and growing pool of Muslim consumers, many of whom reside in 

rapidly growing economies
8
 within our region. 

 

7.   In Australia, halal certification for domestic consumers or for food exports other 

than red meat is implemented through voluntary, commercial arrangements between 

businesses and halal certifiers.   

 

 

 

                                                
8
 Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada, Global Pathfinder Report, p3. 
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Organic products 

 

8.   Australia’s certified organic industry, which is worth $1.7 billion,
9
 is self-regulated,

10
 and 

in order to ensure access to the $91 billion (2014)11 global organics market third party 

certifiers maintain a range of government and non-government accreditations.
12

  

 

9.   Australian organic certifying bodies also maintain eight international market 

accreditations, including with the United States, the European Union, Japan, the Republic of 

Korea and Canada.13  North America and the European Union comprise some 90 per cent of 

global demand for organics.
14

  They are also our largest overseas markets for organics and 

represent opportunities for further growth.15  Organic farming in North America and Europe 

has not increased enough to meet local demand
16

, and Australia still has the largest area of 

organic certified land in the world at 22 million hectares.17 There was a 53 per cent increase 

in certified organic land in Australia between 2011 and 2014.  This was mostly due to grazing 

land coming into production to meet strong demand for organic beef.
18

  

 

10.   Australian organic production (farm-gate) value is $508 million, up 18 per cent since 

2012.19 The export value of the Australian organic industry as a whole is worth $340 million, 

more than double the value in 2012.
 20

 This represents 20 per cent of the value of the organics 

industry in Australia.21  In 2014, organic food and beverage exports were worth over 

$100 million.
22

   

 

11.   Although Australia’s total percentage share of the global organic food market is only 

2.3 per cent, the forecast compound annual growth rate of the Australian industry for 2014-

2016 is 12.5 per cent, more than double that of the global industry of 5.9 per cent.
23

  This 

growth potential will benefit from continued robust third party certification for organics, 

which in turn should continue to support national and international consumer confidence in 

Australian organic produce and ensure that we maintain access to key overseas markets. 

                                                
9
 Australian Organic Ltd, Australian Organic Market Report 2014 (Queensland: Australian Organic Ltd, 2014), 

p2. 
10

 Monk A, Mascitelli B, Lobo A, Chen and Bez J & N, Australian Organic Market Report 2012 (Queensland: 

Biological Farmers of Australia Ltd, 2012), p12. 
11 Australian Organic Ltd, Australian Organic Market Report 2014, p2. 
12

 Monk, Mascitelli, Lobo, Chen and Bez, Australian Organic Market Report 2012, p65. 
13

 Australian Organic Ltd, Australian Organic Market Report 2014, p12.  
14

 Monk, Mascitelli, Lobo, Chen and Bez, Australian Organic Market Report 2012, p62. 
15

 Australian Organic Ltd, Australian Organic Market Report 2014, p3.  
16

 Ibid.  
17

 Ibid., p10. 
18

 Ibid. 
19 Ibid., p9.  
20

 Ibid., p3.  
21

 Ibid.  
22

 Ibid., p9.  
23

 Ibid., p2.  
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The Secretary

Senate Standing Committees on Economics
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600

Dear Senators,

I am pleased to take up the opportunity to make this submission to your inquiry into third party
 certification of food, especially into halal certification on behalf of my family of six. We are all proud
 Australian citizens and are an ordinary, average Australian suburban family. I was born in Sri Lanka and
 was educated there, in England and tertiary educated in Australia, where I have lived since January
 1965. In Sri Lanka I happily mixed with people of many religions, including Muslims, but there were no
 Halal Certification schemes in operation there, to the best of my knowledge, nor did the local Muslim
 community demand the introduction of such schemes - to benefit and meet the Islamic (Sharia)
 religious and/or cultural requirements of only a tiny minority of the total population, but at the
 expense of the whole population and all taxpayers - such as have proliferated and operate widely and
 unregulated in Australia today. It is the halal certification of products for ALL consumers, for the
 payment of a fee, which amounts to a religious tax, which is of most concern.

This is my first submission about any issue, but my family and I feel very concerned about this particular
 issue. We are very strongly opposed to the current practices of Halal Certification Schemes in Australia
 and we believe that reform and regulation in this area is long overdue.

The Halal Certifiers generally provide a for-profit service. They inspect all essential processes to ensure
 products can be used or consumed by Muslims. Australian businesses pay thousands to the certifiers
 (although these amounts are rarely disclosed or known to consumers) to authorise the use of Halal
 labelling which is now often hidden and applied to inner packaging rather than the outer packaging,
 possibly because of the growing consumer backlash and protests against halal certification in the wider
 non-Islamist Australian community. The substantial costs paid by Australian businesses to numerous
 unregulated or accountable ‘Halal Certifiers’ are an overhead cost to each business that pays it, and
 along with other overhead costs, is added to the total costs of the products included in the pricing to
 Australian consumers. The latter therefore pay an unreasonable and unnecessary additional cost, i.e. a
 Halal Tax impost, which makes the product purchased or service purchased by non-Islamists (Muslims)
 higher than it would be than if the Halal Tax component was excluded due to the product not being
 certified as “Halal” for the benefit of the approximate 2% minority of the Australian consumers – the
 Islamists - who need and want products certified to satisfy their Sharia Law obligations in our free
 country!

The main problem with halal as my family and most Australians (around 98%) see it is that non-
Muslim Australians or approximately 98% of Australian consumers are being forced, or conned,
 into paying extra so that we can eat halal. My family and many of us Australian citizens have a
 number of issues with this situation.



As Australian consumers of food, we have a right to clear and accurate information about the
 food we are consuming. Food producers are obliged to clearly label their products with such
 information as:

• Ingredients
• whether there may be traces of nuts
• How many calories they contain
• How much fat they contain
• How animals are treated in the course of production (free range eggs etc.)

As consumers, we absolutely should have the right to know whether we are buying a kosher or
 halal certified product or because:

1.       We may be paying more than we have to;

2.       It may be violating our religious or moral values and sensitivities;

3.       It may be violating our beliefs about animal welfare;

4.       It may be violating our rights to choose whether we wish and choose to subsidise
 the additional cost of halal or kosher certified products or services and therefore
 pay more for it than we would otherwise need to, in order to satisfy the ideological
 beliefs of a minority of the population who choose to follow an imported ideology
 and culture that subscribes to Sharia Law which is contrary to the laws, values,
 freedoms, lifestyle, western culture and heritage of Australia.

The first issue is extremely important because if we are paying more (as we surely are) than we
 have to, then halal certification amounts to a hidden tax. Only the Australian Government has
 the right to levy taxes in Australia and this practice should be forbidden on those grounds alone.
 In fact even the Government stepped back from taxing foods when it introduced the GST.

Foods are one of the few items presently exempt from GST under Australian Law.

Consumers who are given accurate, unambiguous information by way of clear, large and
 prominently located external labelling of all halal and kosher products and services will
 boycott such labelled products in droves when they are properly informed. That is why
 deceitful, unethical food producers either hide halal labels or refuse to attach them. If halal (and
 kosher) foods are separated altogether, how many people will be shopping in the halal and
 kosher aisles or departments of our department stores and supermarkets such Coles, IGA, or
 Woolworths?

Companies will still be free to produce separate halal and/or kosher certified products for export
 or for specialty shops. The cost of these will then be borne by exporters and/or those minority
 consumers, i.e., Muslims (or Jews) who want the products and services halal or kosher certified
 to satisfy their own ideological, religious or cultural requirements for identification. Importantly,
 this placates both the Jewish lobby and the farm lobby. It also blunts any criticism from
 “moderate” (not currently extremist) Muslims who will be left wondering why they have to pay
 extra for a bottle of halal certified water.

Our business has been exporting processed foods from Australia around the world since 1982.
 The certification costs for any products we export that need health certification or any other



 form of certification (usually by AQIS – A Commonwealth Government Authority) are borne by
 us the exporter, and included in the cost of the products when determining the pricing of same
 offered to our overseas buyers. This is only fair and reasonable and does not unfairly impose an
 additional cost on the producers and all their Australian consumers of those products we export
 to bear these costs of certification needed to satisfy some overseas buyers in countries that may
 require such certification under their import regulations. We believe that Halal and Kosher
 Certification of products and services for Australian consumption or export overseas or should
 be undertaken and supervised solely by an approved Australian Government Authority like AQIS,
 as is, we understand, the case in Indonesia, a Muslim country. The costs or fees payable for
 certification should be borne by the end-users, i.e. the small minority in the case of halal and
 kosher certification, and NOT by all Australian consumers and exporters.     

No one has been able to explain why water, milk and cat food need halal certification. No one
 has been able to explain all the groups involved in the certification racket and where the money
 paid actually ends up. Perhaps the Senate Committee could investigate and do so by making
 public announcements of its explanations to educate Australian consumers, and also explain
 why all Australian consumers need to pay extra to appease the minority who require halal
 certification and should pay for it themselves. 

The consequences for the 98% of non-Muslim Australian consumers is that we are purchasing,
 using and consuming vast amounts of halal certified products without ever having been
 consulted as to whether this was acceptable. Whist our family is Christian, ours is a proud
 secular country which has embraced the notion that Australians can live free of the demands of
 inflexible religious doctrine or other ideologies. So how is it acceptable that much of what we
 purchase is religiously or ideologically monitored and authorised? We do not wish to consume
 products that have been approved by Muslims (or any other religion for that matter). Our
 businesses should feel no pressure to co-operate with religious or ideological representatives
 seeking riches. Consumers should have more choice to reject products approved by Muslims for
 Muslims who display scant regard for the rights of the majority, especially here in Australia!

Many food products (and services) are halal regardless of whether or not they have been
 certified. Many instances of certification are simply ridiculous as has been divulged by Muslims
 themselves, several of whom insist that halal certification has become a rort or extortion racket.
 Islamic rules on transport and distribution, warehousing, machinery and utensils, preparation
 and packaging ensure that every aspect of production must be overseen by an Islamic
 representative. If the Catholic Church insisted on such intervention we'd laugh them out of
 town, and rightly so.

We know that proceeds and profits from the numerous halal certifiers are in part used in the
 support of Islamic causes, whether through donations to mosques, Islamic schools, Islamic
 charities and so on. Authorities would obviously observe as best they can where these funds end
 up but it is virtually impossible to track the funds in their entirety and there have been instances
 domestically and overseas where vast amounts of money from halal certification schemes have
 funded extremist groups hostile to the civilised West. Regardless of whether the proceeds are
 used for legitimate Islamic support/promotion or for dubious purposes, we should not be
 allowing a religious minority to profit from our grocery shopping.

Subsidising the Islamic minority in Australia through halal certification charges deceptively
 imposed on all Australian consumers as a deceptive food tax, promoting or supporting Islamic
 causes is something we are absolutely opposed to. The mere thought that some of our hard-



earned money is scammed every time we shop for groceries and can possibly find its way into
 the hands of extremists, hostile to our country and our culture is disturbing. Who can guarantee
 that it isn't? Whether we are inadvertently sponsoring the activities of bad Muslims or good
 Muslims, (how does one tell the difference in our shopping malls, on public transport or
 elsewhere?) we should not be sponsoring any Muslims, just as they should not be financially
 supporting non-Muslims.

The Australian Federal Government should administer the halal certification process and make it
 accountable to all Australians via an overseeing Minister. The current Muslim certifiers who
 have developed trust with overseas importers can be offered positions within this new
 Government authority as employees. It will then be illegal for individuals to elicit payment from
 companies for pay-to-play. The new system would guarantee Islamic compliance and
 international Muslim importers of our products will be confident that their consumers will
 continue to have all demands and standards met.

We would request that, in the interests of transparency and informing all Australian consumers,
 the Senate Enquiry should investigate, subpoena and publish in the public domain the following
 information, please:

·         the fees paid individually by all Australian businesses over each of the past five years for
 halal and kosher certification of products and services and the identity of the party paid
 for certification in each case.

·         The additional cost to consumers for the payment of this fee by companies passed on to
 all consumers.

·         A list of every product and service that requires halal or kosher certification

·         A list of every abattoir in Australia licensed and permitted to undertake the halal and/or
 kosher ritual killing of animals and who have an ‘exemption’ – approved by the RSPCA -
 not to stun the animal first, unlike most Australian abattoirs who humanely  stun all the
 animals first.

·         Samples of the approved, clear, unambiguous large-sized bold type-face labelling to be
 applied under Australian Law to the external packaging of every product or service that
 has been certified halal or kosher, including the name of the certifier to whom the
 certification fees were paid, for ease of identification by consumers, especially the
 elderly and visually impaired.

·         A legislated requirement for all halal and kosher certified products to be separated from
 non-halal or non-kosher certified products with all certified products to be clearly
 identified and grouped in dedicated and clearly marked separate aisles and departments
 of retails shops offering such products for sale, to facilitate simplicity of choice for
 discerning consumers who do not wish to purchase either halal or kosher certified
 products and may make informed purchasing decisions. The alternative would be to
 legislate for separate specialty shops to solely retail halal or kosher certified
 products.      

Thank you for your kind consideration of this submission which is made on time.



Our permission is granted to use this submission in any forum that could potentially progress the
 case for positive, fair and fundamental reform in this area.

Yours sincerely,

Roger Aldons 

ROGER F. ALDONS

Phone: 
Fax:        
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From: Ian Crossing  
Sent: Friday, 31 July 2015 12:42 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third party certification of food - submission
 
To whom it may concern,
 
I fully support clear labelling on all food products, this includes all funding of food labelling
 organisations (which includes their registered logos.) 
Some examples are, Heart Foundation, Weight Watchers, Kosher, Halal et cetera.   What is actually
 occurring at present, is that food producing companies are actually paying these organisations for
 the right to use those organisations’ registered logos, by simply loading this additional cost onto
 those products that consumers purchase.  This only inflates the products’ price!
 
It should also be illegal for any business producing food products to be funding those food labelling
 organisations without revealing the name of that organisation / logo on that product’s label.   
However, this fraudulent practice is currently common on all supermarket shelves but only because it
 is not presently illegal to do so!
 
Only with fully disclosed labelling, can consumers make a fully informed purchasing choice.  This
 includes them deciding, whether they wish to fund the food labelling organisation, displayed on that
 product label.
 
Ian Crossing

 

Message protected by MailGuard: e-mail anti-virus, anti-spam and content filtering.
http://www.mailguard.com.au/mg
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Senate Standing Committee on Economics 

PO Box 6100 

Parliament House 

Canberra 

 

Re: Senate Inquiry into Food Certification Schemes 

I would like to provide the following submissions for consideration by the Inquiry. 

 

Food labelling requirements 

As a consumer I place great importance on the labelling attached to food products. Clearly & 

correctly labelled products allow consumers to make an informed decision as to what they purchase 

and consume. The lack of requirements concerning labelling on some products denies everybody 

that opportunity. I have a particular concern that a percentage of my weekly shopping expenditure is 

flowing through to Islamic organizations via Halal certification costs. Halal and associated issues are 

not part of my personal beliefs or life and I do not wish to contribute financially to any Islamic 

organization. 

 

The vast majority of food products that manufacturers have chosen to halal certify are not labelled 

as such. The current lack of labelling effectively forces all consumers, by default, to financially 

contribute to Islamic organizations whether they wish to or not. This is wrong, deceptive and unfair. 

 

My submission in this respect is that all halal certified products should be clearly labelled as such. 

This would benefit all parties. Those wishing (and not wishing) to purchase halal certified products 

would be able to immediately ascertain the products status, and purchase according to their 

preference. 

 

Thanking you. 

 

Tony Clarke 
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To: Senate Economics References Committee

Dear Committee Members,

I write this submission with reference to religious certification (Halal Certification) applied to 
domestic consumer goods and services in Australia

We as consumers have the right to clear and accurate information about the food we are 
consuming. Food producers are obliged to clearly label their products with information such as

• Ingredients
• Traces of ingredients which can trigger allergies such as nuts or gluten
• How many calories they contain
• How much fat they contain
• How animals are treated in the course of production (free range eggs etc.)

As consumers, we absolutely should have the right to know whether we are buying a kosher or halal 
item because:

We may be paying more than we have to
 It may be violating our religious sensitivities
 It may be violating our beliefs about animal welfare

We are paying more than we have to as some producers such as abattoirs have to pay 
amounts which cannot be just absorbed so halal certification amounts to a hidden tax. Only 
the Australian Government has the right to levy taxes in Australia and this practice should 
be forbidden on those grounds alone. In fact even the Government stepped back from 
taxing foods when it introduced the GST. Foods are one of the few items exempt from GST 
under Australian Law.

Monies collected for Halal Certification paid by Australian consumers is solely used for one 
religion. All consumers pay but only 2.2 percent of the population receives benefits. The 
evidence is stated on Halal Certification websites:

The Supreme Islamic Council of Halal Meat in Australia (SICHMA) states under point 2 titled “Objects 
of the Organization”: “The Organisation shall be a non-profit religious organisation dedicated 
to the promotion of the Islamic religion, culture and principles.” It goes on to state that the 
objectives are to prepare halal meat “strictly to Islamic Sharia”. 

Under sub-headings of the S.C.H.I.M.A Constitution it says the resources, in other words 
profits, will be used, “to unify Muslims of Australia from diverse backgrounds for the cause 
of Islamic dawah”. Directly under that it says the profits made from halal certifying of meat 
will be used to “implement a system of Islamic education”. 

Australia Halal Food Services states on its website, “....the money raised goes 
to nurturing and educating Muslim minds”. 



The Islamic Council of Queensland confirms this by stating: “Islam is not a mere religion. It is 
a way of life with rules and manners governing every facet of life. Since food is an important 
part of daily life, food laws carry a special significance.” 

Many companies who pay for halal certification have now chosen to hide the halal 
certification label or not even attach them on the packaging. Why would a company, who 
pays for a certification not present this information to the consumer? All items should be by 
law clearly labelled so we as consumers have a choice if we want to buy them or not. Halal 
certified food can also be displayed in separate aisles in the major supermarkets as it is done 
with kosher food (Coles).

Companies will still be free to produce separate products for export or specialty shops. The 
cost of these will then be borne by the user. This also should include meat slaughtered 
under religious requirements not needed by the majority of consumers. It has been proven 
that meat slaughtered by simply cutting the throats of the animals and letting them bleed to 
death instead of stunning them before, has a much higher contents of adrenaline and it has 
been proven in studies that this kind of meat can be damaging to human health.

I also would like to point out the confusion of halal certification labels as there are over two 
dozen different certifiers in Australia and each of them has a different label. Countries such 
as Indonesia, Malaysia and the UAE have only one certification body, which is the 
government. To create unity in labelling it should be the responsibility of the Australian 
Government to solely oversee these certifications.

 It also has caught my attention that on some of the websites of Halal Certifiers in Australia 
it shows that some of them are not even recognized by Islamic countries such as Indonesia 
and Malaysia. Australian companies who are paying for this logo cannot export to those 
countries or have to undergo a halal certification process with that country directly.

I also would like to question why products which are naturally halal (permissible) and do not 
need any certification such as water, butter, cream, sugar, honey, flour, coffee, tea and 
many others carry the halal certification label and producers and consumers pay for it. I am 
aware that we have in Australia religious groups such as Indian Sikhs, who are not permitted 
to eat food blessed by a different religion.

Yours Sincerely,

Tim Ireland
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Committee Secretariat contact

Senate Standing Committees on Economics

PO Box 6100

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Phone: +61 2 6277 3540

Fax: +61 2 62775719

Economics.sen@aph.gov.au

Third party certification of food.

To the senate committee,

My submission is specifically in relation to the labelling of Halal certified foods, and some other 
points of reference relating to it.

As a consumer I would like to see clear labelling on all products that pay a halal certification fee, as 
currently this is not the case on many products which do pay the fee. Therefore, please insure that 
the labelling of all halal certified foods be made mandatory, so consumers can clearly see which 
products companies are paying certification fees for.

I’d also like to see that information is available to the public about certifiers including, but not 
limited to, the certification process, fees and financial reports, and any related issues. As I do 
understand that it is a requirement under Islamic law that a percentage of their income goes 
towards supporting Jihad and other Islamic programs, which I do not wish to support.

It is also not clear what impact paying the certification fees has on the prices consumers end up 
paying, as I am sure the manufactures pass these costs on. These costs should be made clear and 
transparent to all interested consumers.

In relation to the export market, once again those wishing to import food from Australia, should be 
the ones bearing the cost of paying the fees if they require it. The only requirement from any 
company wishing to export, should be that their product is manufactured in accordance to the 

mailto:Economics.sen@aph.gov.au


requirement. Those wanting to import should be the ones carrying out any inspections to guarantee 
that the product is halal if that is their requirement.

My reasons for wanting these conditions are:

As a non-Muslim, I feel my choice to not consume halal certified food isn’t taken into consideration 
by the manufacturers, and that many foods not even needing certification are having unnecessary 
fees charged on them.

There are many issues regarding the fees paid for certification and the processes involved in making 
food halal that I do not agree with. Therefore, clear labelling enables me choice to make a well 
informed decision which products I decide to purchase.

Some of these issues are, that halal certification is a religious fee that should not be imposed upon 
non-Muslims. Currently in Australia, around 98% of the population who are not Muslim are paying in 
some way for this religious fee, that realistically no other religion would be able to get away with. I 
believe that those wishing to consume halal foods should be the ones paying for the privilege if they 
require it, not those who don’t wish to consume halal. The reason for this is:

Firstly-due to the fees associated with it.

Secondly-the potential for discrimination against non-Muslim in the work place.

Thirdly- the cruel sacrificial slaughter of animals in the process of halal slaughtering.

Therefore, I believe a user pays system somehow needs to be implemented, and that more non-
halal abattoirs need to be re-established to cater for the majority of the population who don’t 
require halal.

Any abattoirs requiring halal slaughter should be owned and operated privately if they wish to 
employ Muslim only workers in accordance with their beliefs, and pay their own certification fee 
since they require it, supplying food outlets requiring halal with clear labelling or documentation. 

I find it extremely difficult these days to find any meat that isn’t halal, or can’t clearly identify if it is 
or it isn’t, as many items are not labelled, and many store employees have no idea. The chain of 
keeping food halal also tends to be broken, for example, from slaughter house to the store, thus 
making the fee a farce.

I believe halal certification is a scam imposed on those not requiring halal in the western world, and 
which has been stealthily imposed upon us, which is appalling, with little regulation, and 
transparency. A suggestion would be that Muslims either pray a prayer over their food to bless it, 
which is acceptable by the Koran, or somehow pay for their own certification. I personally believe we 



have lost our rights and privileges as non-Muslims in regards to this situation, and would like to see 
the government support the rights of all its citizens.

I also need to express that I do not wish to deny the rights of those wishing to consume halal, but 
believe the industry and process needs to be reviewed and revised, and labelling made clear to be 
fair to all consumers.

My concerns are regarding the fees paid by companies for the certification of their foods, and the 
companies who charge the fees. Therefore clear labelling needs to be mandatory to allow 
consumers the choice to purchase such products. Further on from that, I hope the government looks 
at the real issues behind the certification process, the need for it and the exploitation on the non-
Muslim population in paying for it.



ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 1244

Submission Details: Name Withheld





 

July 27th 2015 

 

I wish to make this submission on four fronts. 

1. As a consumer who wishes to be informed on what he is actually purchasing 
off the shelves in our stores. 

2. As a consumer who is becoming increasingly frustrated at the extent that 
certain schemes namely Halal are saturating our food industry with at no 
apparent benefit to local consumers other than indirectly benefiting those 
religions / ideologies that they represent. On this point, the money collected 
from these schemes tends to be dubious to say the least as to where it is 
actually going. 

3. As a practicing Catholic who is prohibited from eating food blessed by other 
religions.   

4. As these schemes do not represent the broader Religious / Belief spectrum in 
the country, they should be ‘user pay’ seeing as they are supposedly for the 
benefit of those who’s religion / ideology they represent. On this point, if said 
parties are not able to provide sufficient reason WHY we require their 
certification, then it may seem to be no more than an extra tax on our food. 

 

In reference to points one, three and four, it is disturbing when as and Australian citizen 
who works and pays taxes, that I can no longer have a clear choice as to the product I am 
purchasing and consuming.  

Why is it that supermarket chains as an example, do not have shelves that are ‘Halal 
only’? If Muslims want this type of food, then they should be directed to where it is 
available and pay the extra costs themselves. The majority of people who are not Muslim 
should not have to pay. The costs for any certification, if required should be borne by the 
Islamic community. Anything other than this is discrimination. 

As a consumer that has no intention of ever supporting the spread of an ideology that 
does not reflect Australian mainstream culture, I see it grossly unfair that myself and 
other Australian citizens be made to pay what is essentially a food tax of which on many 
types of food product that bear no relevance to my personal beliefs whatsoever. Further 
to this, many Muslims will actually agree that it is only a requirement to pray over food 
and not for it to be ‘certified’ in this manner. 

If Muslims or any other culture for that matter require specific certification on their food 
product, then they should have to pay for it.  Kosher food appears to be more segregated 
on the food shelf as opposed to halal, which is imposed on many forms of food of which 
we quite often have no choice of which to purchase. This is nothing more than an 
imposition of Sharia on a mainly secular Australian society. 

In regards, to point two, no one can guarantee as to exactly where the money collected 
from Halal certification is actually going. Is it funding terrorism? Maybe, but why take 
chances? It is questionable to say the least and, if the Islamic community can not 
specifically tell the relevant authorities exactly where the money is going and submit to 



appropriate, transparent audits, then we must question their motives and move to 
stricter controls. 

I would suggest that the government move to regulate this dubious industry and aim to 
distribute revenue raised back into the mainstream community if Muslims who want 
Sharia, insist that ALL Australian consumers pay the fees. Isn’t it fair in a democracy that 
all those who pay some sort of tax are entitled to a tax rebate? 

 

Thankyou, 
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TO THE SENATE COMMITTEE 

 

 We hold very deep concerns about halal certification because of the following reasons: 

 

ANIMAL CRUELTY 

• The halal method of killing involves slitting an animal’s throat and letting it bleed to death. 

It is a form of animal cruelty. It is brutal, barbaric and abhorrent. 

 

WORKPLACE DISCRIMINATION 

• There are approximately 300 abattoirs in Australia, employing predominately Muslim males, 

discriminating against non-Muslim and women on religious and gender grounds. Non-Muslims 

and females have lost jobs because only a Muslim male can kill in the halal method. 

 

HALAL CERTIFIERS DO NOT PAY TAX 

• Halal certification is not part of recorded Islamic or sharia law. Halal certification is a recent 

business construct, which started in the 1980s. 

• Certifiers in Australia do not pay tax as they fall under the religious charity exclusion rule. 

• The money paid for halal certified foods is a religious tax. It adds to the cost of food as 

certification fees are added to the product cost and funds the growth of Islam in Australia. The 

Muslim religion is intolerant of all other religions which I believe to be obnoxious.  

• Certifiers are obliged by Islamic law to give "Zakat" to Islamic causes. Zakat is a tax and is 

to be distributed among eight categories and amounts to 2.5% of the Moslems well for her year. 

One of the most important of the categories is to those fighting for Allah, people in gauged in 

Islamic military operations for whom no salary is allotted or volunteers for Jihad.  

• There is a definite possibility some certified funds go to fund Islamic terrorism. It has been 

proven that the Muslim Brotherhood have received monies through mosques in France and 

Canada. 

 

CONSUMERS ARE UNINFORMED 

• Certification is “secret” and not labelled on most products, consumers therefore do not know 

what is and isn’t certified. If halal certification is for Muslims but not labelled, how do Muslims 

know the food is halal? There is also little information regarding certifiers, fees charged and 

their financial activities. 

• The rationale of an informed consumer is that if informed the consumer has a greater capacity 

to understand the importance of their market actions and choices, and are enabled in making 

better choices. Hardly anyone understands what halal certification is. 

• It provides no valued added to the product for around 99% of the Australian population. Less 

than 4% of the Australian population is Muslim. 

 

 

 



EXPORT OF PRODUCE  

• Certification does not aid in export. In fact, Industry insiders estimate that not more than 10% 

of poultry production is for export, while 80% of chicken meat produced in Australia now 

comes from halal certified abattoirs. 

 

GENDER INEQUALITY AND LGBT 

• We oppose Islam as it promotes gender inequality and oppression of women. There is no 

reason for a women to be covered up. If men cannot control themselves the Crimes Act is there 

to protect them. And don’t think that marriages of children don’t occur in Australia, because 

they do  

 • According to Human Rights Watch, 14 million girls are married, worldwide, each year - with 

some as young as eight or nine. While early and forced marriage appears most prevalent in 

countries of Africa, Asia and the Middle East, several recent cases have shown Australia is not 

immune to the practise 

• If you recognise as LGBT, then look out as the Koran considers homosexual acts a punishable 

crime and a sin, that is, punishable by death. This is NOT the religion of peace espoused by 

politicians or media. 

 

CREEPING SHARIA 

• In accepting halal certification you are accepting Islam and encouraging the legal branch, 

Sharia, to be welcomed into Australia. In Great Britain courts, schools, government and other 

institutions continue to adapt to include tenets of Sharia law, and, bowing to pressure from 

groups linked with the Muslim Brotherhood, the British government in 2014 started requiring 

all British school children to complete a unit on the history of Islam. And it's not pleasant: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=psZBaJU_Cvo 

 

 

We DO NOT wish to support a ridiculous, aggressive, and nasty ideology of Islam through our 

shopping basket. We do not want halal certified foods allowed in Australia. 

 

 

Name & Address Supplied but Hidden 
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SUBMISSION TO THE SENATE INQUIRY INTO FOOD CERTIFICATION 
By David Truman of   
Submitted on 30 July 2015 
 
My submission is concerned solely with HALAL Certification.  I have no concerns about 
Kosher certification and I do not wish to comment here about Genetically Modified food and 
“organic” labels although I do have concerns about GMO and am sceptical about “organic”. 
 
HALAL CERTIFICATION concerns me for these key reasons: 
 

1. It is now so widely applied to so many food products and so many brands that it has 
destroyed effective consumer choice of many basic food items.  It has become very 
difficult to find non-halal products in many food categories, including of course food 
which is not destined for export to Muslim markets. 

 
2. It is now also being applied to a bizarre variety of non-food items, for which no 

credible justification can be found in Islamic doctrine.   This is a clear demonstration 
that it is a parasitic scam. 

 
3. It is objectionable to me theologically.  Allah is not the God of the Christians and 

Jews, and food over which his name is invoked is “sacrificing to idols”. 
 

4. It is a form of economic Jihad, in that it raises enormous sums of money for the 
spread of Islam through funding of more and more mosques and Islamic schools and 
madrassas.   

 
5. Forcing the 97% of the population who are not Muslim to buy Halal is a major 

manifestation of the imposition of Sharia upon our society.  Jews do not seek to 
impose Kosher on everyone else, nor do they expect the mass population to pay for 
their Kosher certification.   

 
6. It contributes to the funding of terrorism. 

 
7. The supposed need for Halal Certification of meat from abattoirs destined for export 

to Islamic countries has increasingly become a restrictive labour practice which 
excludes non-Muslims from employment in an abattoir.  This is happening as more 
and more abattoirs have gone halal-only.    

 
I would like now to address key issues and concerns in more detail. 
 

1. What is halal? 
 

 Koran 5:4 says “They ask you what is lawful for them.  Say: ‘All wholesome things are 
lawful for you, as well as that which you have taught the birds and beasts of prey to catch, 
training them as God has taught you.  Eat of what they catch for you, pronouncing 
upon it the name of God.  ...” 

 
 Koran 5:5 further says “All wholesome things have this been day been made lawful for 

you.  The food of those to whom the Book was given [= the Jews, but not the 
Christians] is lawful for you, and yours for them.” 
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COMMENT:  Devout Jews do not accept that halal food is kosher, as they believe that 
Allah is not the YHWH God of the Jews.   Halal food, if offered to Allah, is food sacrificed 
to idols (and therefore against the Second Commandment).   But as Muslims assert that 
their Allah is the same God, they should not be able to argue that kosher food is not halal.   
However, the Islamic Food & Nutrition Council of Canada has advised Muslims to avoid 
products containing kosher gelatine - see http://ifancc.org/blog/?p=83 .  Go figure! 
 
Devout Christians who hold that Allah is not God also regard halal food as sacrificed to 
idols. 

 

2. What is NOT halal? 
 
 Koran 5:3: “You are forbidden carrion, blood, and the flesh of swine; also any flesh 

dedicated to other than God.  You are forbidden the flesh of strangled animals and of 
those beaten or gored to death; of those killed by a fall or mangled by beasts of prey 
(unless you make it clean by giving the death-stroke yourselves); also of animals sacrificed 
to idols.” 

 

3. Do Muslims really need Halal Certification? 
 
 NO.  They can make any wholesome food halal simply by saying their Islamic 

grace.   See Koran 5:4 in (1) above on What is halal? 
 
 Koran 6:118 destroys the need for special certification: “...And why should you not eat of 

that which has been consecrated in God’s name when he has made plain to you what he 
forbade you, except when you are constrained?” 

 
 And from the Hadiths:   Sahih Bukari Volume 3, Book 34, No. 273:    

Narrated 'Aisha: 
Some people said, "O Allah's Apostle! Meat is brought to us by some people and we are not 
sure whether the name of Allah has been mentioned on it or not (at the time of 
slaughtering the animals)." 
Allah's Apostle said (to them), "Mention the name of Allah and eat it." 
 

 Although the Koran states everything is halal, except that which is expressly forbidden, 
the World Halal Council states the opposite – all things are haram and must be made 
halal via paying them exorbitant fees.   

 

4. When and why did halal Certification start? 
 
 For over 1300 years Muslims have happily eaten food in accordance with the clear 

dietary rules in the Koran, without need for any certifying authority. 
 
 Halal certification schemes DID NOT EXIST in Islam until they were invented by Muslims 

and started proliferating in the West in the 1980s. 
 

 Halal Certification was originally supposed to ensure that products consumed by 
Muslims are not 'tainted' by association with those things forbidden by the Islamic 
scriptures. 

 

http://ifancc.org/blog/?p=83
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 However the real purpose changed radically as Muslims realized that certification in the 
mass market was a great way of making non-Muslims pay A TAX TO FURTHER THE 
EXPANSION OF ISLAM. 

 
 This relatively recent development is a ploy whereby Islamic interests are seeking to 

impose compliance with Islamic Sharia Law by stealth on non-Muslims as well as 
Muslims. 

 

5. How has Halal Certification developed? 
 
 Food is now only part of the story.  To quote the World Halal Council: 

“Halal Certification did not stop on the food products.   It is also important in non-food 
products including personal care, utensils, fashion and clothings, shoes and the like and 
lately halal certification is now made mandatory to animal and poultry feeds, packaging 
materials such as tin cans, drums, plastic bottles and the like which are in contact with 
the halal quality products.”  

 
 Items such as cat food, plastic containers and sheeting, even WATER (which of course is 

intrinsically halal) are now paying fees for halal certification.   Very many items which 
are intrinsically halal are now being certified (such as Tassal smoked salmon). 

 
 The absolute cynicism of the certification scam is shown by certification even of foods 

associated exclusively with Christian festivals such as (Cadbury’s) Easter Eggs and Hot 
Cross Buns. 

 
 Already in abattoirs, we may end up with a Muslim-only workforce (as non-Muslims 

may be considered haram).  We already have killing floors built to face Mecca and halal 
slaughtermen must be Muslim so ordinary Australians are locked out of jobs.  This is 
workplace discrimination. 

 
 By contrast with halal food, Jewish kosher food is produced in small amounts, clearly 

labelled, sold in separate areas of the supermarket or special shops and not forced onto 
others. 

 
 Halal certifiers are alleged to have used predatory tactics on retail establishments.  

According to the Pickering Post (https://pickeringpost.com/story/money-for-
nothing/4582), Mohamed El-Mouelhy of Halal Certification Authority Australia sued a 
small retail kebab shop, Sofra Pizza Pide & Kebab House, and their wholesaler Quality 
Kebabs, in the Federal Court of Australia because they were displaying a halal 
certification logo which they randomly printed off the internet without paying the fees.  
They were sourcing directly from a halal certified slaughterhouse and were completely 
oblivious to the fact that every supplier in the food chain had to pay the halal tax.   The 
publicly available court documents show that had a small takeaway shop paid for the 
halal certification it would have cost $5,000 per year.  

 
 Some abattoirs pay up to $27,000 a month to be halal certified, or $324,000 a year. 

Chicken processors pay around $40,000 per year.   Truckies who drive chicken 
supply vans from a chicken processor to the takeaway shops are charged $500 each in 
halal certification fees.   [Same source as above] 

 

https://pickeringpost.com/story/money-for-nothing/4582
https://pickeringpost.com/story/money-for-nothing/4582
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6. What is Halal Certification now worth globally? 
 
 The World Halal Forum estimated the global Halal Certification racket on food and 

beverages alone to be collecting USD 1.4 trillion in 2013.  (Source:  Farouk, M.M. (2013) 
Advances in the industrial production of halal and kosher red meat. Meat Science, 95, 805-
820, quoted in http://www.sgs.com/en/our-company/news-and-media-center/news-and-
press-releases/2014/10/the-growth-of-the-halal-market-and-the-role-of-halal-
certification.aspx .)    That was then equal to about Australia’s total GDP.    Other 
published estimates are a lot higher. 

 
 Fahad Al-Rabiah, Deputy Chairman of The Council of Saudi Chambers of Commerce, has 

estimated the trade volume of halal products worldwide to be worth about two trillion 
dollars, of which $700 billion dollars is in the Islamic markets.  (Source:  
http://www.arabnews.com/news/550666)    

 

7. What is the Certification game plan? 
 
 The Grand Mufti of Bosnia, Mustafa Ceric, in 2010 urged the international Muslim 

Ummah (community) to conquer the world through the Halal certification movement.      
 
 The Islamic Food And Nutrition Council of Canada (IFANCC) expects the global Halal 

market to hit $10 Trillion (USD) by 2030.   Source:  http://ifancc.org/blog/?p=32 
 

 IFANCC also claims that halal food already accounts for about a fifth of world food trade. 
 

 Mohammed El-Mouelhy, chairman of Halal Certification Authority Australia, has in early 
2015 been travelling in Latin America with a view to establishing the certification rort 
there. 

 

8. What is Halal Certification now worth in Australia? 
 
 Here, the clutch of halal certifying authorities are secretive about how much money they 

are collecting, and the compliant companies are forced to sign non-disclosure 
agreements.    Ahmed Kilani of HalalOnline.com told ABC Coast FM on 30 October 2014 
that the halal industry in Australia is worth $10 billion.   

 
COMMENT:  That could now be an underestimate. 

 
 In Australia over 500 companies are now paying insidious halal certification fees. 
 
 80 per cent of the products we now buy at the supermarket checkouts in Australia are 

halal certified with the costs passed on to the consumer.  Countless restaurants, cafes, 
takeaway food outlets and fast food chains have been caught up in the con. 

 

9. Is there standardized Halal Certification? 
 

 NO.  According to Dr. Evangelia Komitopoulou, Global Technical Manager for Food 
within SGS (Société Générale de Surveillance, an international organization based in 
Switzerland),    Halal certification is not yet globally standardised ... . ‘Authentic 

http://www.sgs.com/en/Our-Company/News-and-Media-Center/News-and-Press-Releases/2014/10/The-Growth-of-the-Halal-Market-and-the-Role-of-Halal-Certification.aspx
http://www.sgs.com/en/Our-Company/News-and-Media-Center/News-and-Press-Releases/2014/10/The-Growth-of-the-Halal-Market-and-the-Role-of-Halal-Certification.aspx
http://www.sgs.com/en/Our-Company/News-and-Media-Center/News-and-Press-Releases/2014/10/The-Growth-of-the-Halal-Market-and-the-Role-of-Halal-Certification.aspx
http://www.arabnews.com/news/550666
http://ifancc.org/blog/?p=32
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halal’ is a cause of controversy amongst certifying bodies and Muslim countries, 
as halal is widely defined by the choice and effectiveness of stunning methods used in 
animal slaughter.  (Quoted in http://www.sgs.com/en/our-company/news-and-media-
center/news-and-press-releases/2014/10/the-growth-of-the-halal-market-and-the-role-
of-halal-certification.aspx) 

 
 There is competition between certifiers in Australia, in an unholy scramble for 

money. 
 

10. Where do those Halal Certification dollars go? 
 
• The certifiers are completely secretive about what they do with the money.    However 

it is obvious that the Halal Certification dollars fund: 
 

a. INDIVIDUAL CERTIFIERS who personally get rich for doing essentially nothing; 
 

b. ISLAMIC COUNCILS which use the money to fund more and more MOSQUES and 
Islamic schools.    This advances the ISLAMIZATION OF AUSTRALIA; 

 

c. ISLAMIC ZAKAT (“CHARITY”), which according to Koran 9:60 must be disbursed 
in eight parts as follows: 

1 to 6:  For the poor,   For the destitute,  For those engaged in the management of 
alms,  For those whose hearts are sympathetic to the faith,   For the freeing of 
slaves,  For the freeing of debtors 
7. For THOSE WHO FIGHT IN THE CAUSE OF ALLAH  [JIHAD], and 
8:  For the traveller in need. 

 

11. What is the link with Jihad and Terrorism? 
 
• The Reliance of the Traveller, classic Sunni manual of Sharia, defines category 7 of 

Islamic charity in Law H8.17 as  
“those fighting for Allah, meaning people engaged in Islamic military operations ...  
They are given enough to suffice them for the operation, even if affluent; of weapons, 
mounts, clothing, and expenses (for the duration of the journey, round trip, and the 
time they spend there, even if prolonged;  [and also] in supporting such people's 
families during this period).” 

 
• The 2013 Annual Report of the Islamic Council of Western Australia actually admits to 

funding jihad: 
“During the year ICWA has made ongoing donations to Syria because of the difficult 
civil conditions ...   The donations were made through Al Imdaad charity, to ensure 
that no recriminations could be directed at ICWA.”    
Now why would there be recriminations – unless “Syria” is code for the 
headquarters of ISIS in Raqqa? 

 
• WA Islamic Council is only one of many Islamic organisations across Australia, 

including mosques, that are funnelling money via this sham "charity" front, to terrorist 
groups in Raqqa in Syria and Mosul in Iraq.   (Source:  
http://pickeringpost.com/story/shocking-evidence-shows-halal-fees-go-to-syria/4062) 

 

http://www.sgs.com/en/Our-Company/News-and-Media-Center/News-and-Press-Releases/2014/10/The-Growth-of-the-Halal-Market-and-the-Role-of-Halal-Certification.aspx
http://www.sgs.com/en/Our-Company/News-and-Media-Center/News-and-Press-Releases/2014/10/The-Growth-of-the-Halal-Market-and-the-Role-of-Halal-Certification.aspx
http://www.sgs.com/en/Our-Company/News-and-Media-Center/News-and-Press-Releases/2014/10/The-Growth-of-the-Halal-Market-and-the-Role-of-Halal-Certification.aspx
http://pickeringpost.com/story/shocking-evidence-shows-halal-fees-go-to-syria/4062
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• In Canada the federal authorities investigated the halal money trail and as a result 

Canada deregistered some Islamic “charities” because of proven links to terrorism, 
including funding organizations such as Hamas and Hezbollah. 

 
• On August 23, 2007 the Bush Administration announced plans to implement 

enhanced security checking of the employees of American charities, which receive 
funds from U.S. Agency for International Development, looking for those who might 
have ties to terrorism.   According to the Wikipedia article on this 
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_charities_accused_of_ties_to_terrorism ), which 
gives copious references,  Charities accused of ties to Islamic terrorism included:  

 

Name Headquarters Accusers 
 

Afghan Support 
Committee[2][3] 

Pakistan 

U.S. State 
Department 

Alleged to have funneled support to fighters in 
Afghanistan. 

Al-Haramain 
Foundation[4]

 

Saudi Arabia 

U.S. State 
Department 

Suspicion fell on Guantanamo detainee Jamal 
Muhammad Alawi Mar'i, in part, because he 
was a volunteer for Al Haramain 

Al Kifah Refugee 
Center[3]

 

United States Spanish police 

Alleged to have served as a covert funnel for US 
support of those resisting the Soviet invasion 
of Afghanistan.[5] 

Alleged to have trained fighters destined to 
serve in Afghanistan under Osama bin Laden.[5] 

Alleged to have provided military and 
demolition training to those who bombed 
the World Trade Center in 1993.[5] 

 

Al Wafa al Igatha 
al Islamia[4]

 

Afghanistan 

U.S. State 
Department 

Suspicion fell on Guantanamo detainee Jamal 
Muhammad Alawi Mar'i, in part, because he 
was a volunteer for Al Wafa 

Benevolence 
International 
Foundation 

United States 

Federal Bureau 
of Investigation 

Alleged to have helped fund the1993 World 
Trade Center bombing.  Placed on 
the Terrorist exclusion list.[2] 

Bosanska Idealna 
Futura 

Bosnia 

Federal Bureau 
of Investigation 

Branch of the Chicago USAbased Benevolence 
International Foundation. 

Shut down on US request in 2002 

Global Relief 
Foundation 

United States 

Federal Bureau 
of Investigation 

Bosnian offices shut down on US request in 
2002.  Commission of the European Union 
froze assets in 2006[6] 

Health and 
Education Project 
International[7] 

Canada 

Canadian 
Security 
Intelligence 
Service 

Founded by Ahmed Khadr afterHuman 
Concern International cut its ties to him 

Holy Land 
Foundation for 
Relief and 
Development[8][9]

 

United States United States 

On November 10, 2004, convicted by US 
federal court of funding Hamas, and liable for 
damages in teen's death. 
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_charities_accused_of_ties_to_terrorism#cite_note-Exclude-2
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Department_of_State
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Department_of_State
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Department_of_State
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jamal_Muhammad_Alawi_Mar%27i
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jamal_Muhammad_Alawi_Mar%27i
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Al_Kifah_Refugee_Center
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Al_Kifah_Refugee_Center
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_charities_accused_of_ties_to_terrorism#cite_note-CoopResearch-5
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Al_Wafa_al_Igatha_al_Islamia
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1993_World_Trade_Center_bombing
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1993_World_Trade_Center_bombing
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Terrorist_exclusion_list
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_charities_accused_of_ties_to_terrorism#cite_note-Exclude-2
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bosnia_and_Herzegovina
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federal_Bureau_of_Investigation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federal_Bureau_of_Investigation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chicago
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USA
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benevolence_International_Foundation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benevolence_International_Foundation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Global_Relief_Foundation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Global_Relief_Foundation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federal_Bureau_of_Investigation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federal_Bureau_of_Investigation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_charities_accused_of_ties_to_terrorism#cite_note-6
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canada
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canadian_Security_Intelligence_Service
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canadian_Security_Intelligence_Service
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canadian_Security_Intelligence_Service
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Human Appeal 
International[10]

 

United 
Kingdom 

U.S. State 
Department 

Employed Guantanamo detaineeBoudella el 
Hajj - now cleared of all wrongdoing, 
American authorities have admitted that he 
was wrongly detained for over 6 years, and 
has been released. 

International 
Islamic Relief 
Organization[3]

 

Saudi Arabia 

U.S. State 
Department 

Being sued by families of the victims of the 
September 11 attacks 

Interpal[11]
 

United 
Kingdom 

United States 
Treasury 
Department 

Accusation by US Treasury Department 
(2003) 

British government's Charity Commission for 
England and Wales (2003) found no evidence 
to support allegations of connection to 
terrorism.[12] 

(Note: in 1997 Sunday Telegraphretracted 
accusations Interpal was run 
by Hamasactivists[citation needed]; in 2003 
the Board of Deputies of British Jews repeated 
such allegations, retracting them after it was 
sued by Interpal;[13] in 2010 Sunday 
Express issued an apology and made an out-
of-court settlement for libel for making similar 
allegations.[14]) 

Internationale 
Humanitäre 
Hilfsorganisation 
e.V.[15][16]

 

Germany 

German 
Interior 
Ministry 

Outlawed in Germany since it has financially 
supported Hamas, while presenting activities 
to donors as humanitarian help.[16] 

Jamaat al Dawa al 
Quran[17]

 

Afghanistan JTF-GTMO 

American counter-terrorism analysts at 
Guantanamo assert this group is an extremist 
militant group. 

Jamat al Tabligh[18] Pakistan 

U.S. State 
Department 

"The Jamat al Tabligh, a Pakistani-based 
Islamic Missionary organization, is being used 
as a cover to mask travel and activities of 
terrorists including members of al-Qaeda" 

Maktab al-
Khidamat[19]

 

Afghanistan 

U.S. 9-11 
commission 

Alleged to have been transformed by Osama 
bin Ladeninto Al Qaeda.[5] 

Muslim Aid[3]
 London 

Spanish 
police,[20] 

Israel,[21]Gover
nment of 
Bangladesh[22][2

3][24] 

Alleged to have fundedmujahideen 
fighters to Bosnia,Union of Good, Islamist 
militantsof Bangladesh. 

Society of the 
Revival of Islamic 
Heritage[25]

 

Kuwait 

U.S. State 
Department 

Appears on the Terrorism Exclusion List 

Sanabal Charitable 
Committee[25]

 

United 
Kingdom 

U.S. State 
Department 

UK Police 

"The Sanabal Charitable Committee is 
considered a fund raising front for the Libyan 
Islamic Fighting Group."[25] 
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A FURTHER CONCERN 
 
It is outrageous that some companies are currently hiding their Halal Certification from 
consumers by including it only on their website (eg Cadbury’s) or by making the Halal label 
visible only after the product is opened (eg Coon cheese).   This is unconscionably deceptive 
marketing. 
 
 

SOME RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

1. All Certification must be clearly visible to the consumer. 
 

2. Certification must be made a user-pays matter, meaning that Muslims whom Halal 
Certification is supposed to benefit should pay – not the general public. 

 
3. The fees for Halal Certification should reflect ONLY the cost of providing the service, 

rather than being used as a mechanism for gouging producers and consumers. 
 

4. Certification of products destined for export should be done by a single authority 
controlled by the federal government.  This would prevent the unholy competition 
and ratcheting up of fees which bear no relation to the cost of providing the service. 

 
5. The government should prohibit the growth of restrictive labour practices in 

abattoirs which exclude non-Muslim slaughtermen from employment.  The use of 
Muslim slaughtermen should be strictly regulated in the interest of providing 
genuine choice for Australian consumers. 

 
 
 
Brisbane, 30 July 2015 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 1247

Submission Details: Ms Lisa Morse





30th  July 2015  

The Senate Standing Committees on Economics 

I wish to comment regarding the food certification schemes. 

As an Australian  consumer I feel it is our right to be treated with respect by 

the companies providing the goods we buy. As such it should be mandatory to 

have labelling on products that clearly states country of origin, ingredients, 

additives,  and whether halal certified or not.  

For many years I have strongly believed that we should support Australian 

farmers and manufacturers and have made a considered effort to read labels 

and always try to purchase Product of Australia products also being mindful of 

chemical additives . I have only recently been made aware that now I also have 

to look out for symbols regarding Halal Certification on a vast array of products 

that an average person would not reasonably expect would need to be 

certified as such, eg coffee beans, beauty products etc.  

I was annoyed to find this Halal Certification on trusted Australian labels that I 

have chosen to purchase in the past , I was even more annoyed when I 

discovered that some products aren’t even labelled to identify this and even if 

they are it is so obscure that an average person would not notice it.  

There are some people living in Australia who through their religion are 

forbidden to eat foods that are Halal. By catering to one religious group others 

are being discriminated against.  

I  worked in a preschool with a majority of Muslim families for many years and 

one of the questions on the enrolment form related to dietary restrictions. The 

parents of the Muslim children used to write Halal- no pork products. When 

we had parties for the children there was no problem with them eating chips, 

cheese, chocolate in fact anything at all , as long as it wasn’t pork . A parent 

explained that even if they inadvertently ate something that wasn’t Halal it 

wasn’t a huge problem as it was accepted that it was unintentional and 

forgiven in their belief system.  

I also believe the public need to be able to freely access details regarding 

certification fees and related matters .  



Without going into the correctness  regarding Halal Certification when the 

majority of Australians are not yet Muslim or any other religious certification I 

think Australian consumers deserve to be treated respectfully  and companies 

must be made to clearly label their products so consumers have enough 

information to make informed decisions when purchasing products.  

Yours sincerely 

Lisa Morse  

 



ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 1248

Submission Details: Name Withheld





Dear Sir/Madam, 

I wish to have my say on the issue of certification of our foods in Australia. 

I believe all food produced in Australian must comply with Australian rules and regulations 
and this also applies to Animal treatment in all Australian Abattoirs. (On another subject, all 
imported food for Australian consumption should also apply with Australian rules and 
regulations) 

If Australia is to have any certification of any type, it should be administered by the 
Australian Federal Government, and definitely not by some self-appointed individual, group 
or organization (Business or religious). The costs to business to gain this certification should 
only be their share of the true cost of administration by that Government Department, not 
sum highly inflated, $30,000 per month that we hear is charged to some Producers, and as for 
the ridiculous situation that bottled water, packaging, transport etc has to be certified, this 
should be stamped out immediately, this equates to extortion and the perpetrator of this, that 
are currently operating should be arrested and charged.  

If overseas markets wish to impose conditions on Australian food producers to process foods 
in a certain way then so be it. Those costs should simply raise the price of the exported food, 
not food to the Australian Consumer. If Australian consumers want kosher or halal certified 
products, they can source their preferred certified product and pay the extra cost associated. 
 

If we consider Halal Certification, the main problem is that most of us see it is that non-
Muslim Australians are being forced, or conned, into paying extra for our food products, I 
like many of us, have a number of issues with this situation.  

This issue is extremely important because if we are paying more for food because of this type 
fee forced on to our food suppliers, then kosher or halal certification amounts to a hidden tax. 
Only the Australian Government has the right to levy taxes in Australia and this practice 
should be forbidden on those grounds alone. 

As Australian consumers of food, we have a right to clear and accurate information about the 
food we are consuming. Food producers are obliged to clearly label their products with such 
information as • Ingredients • whether there may be traces of nuts • How many calories they 
contain • How much fat they contain • How animals are treated in the course of production 
(free range eggs etc.) and as consumers, we absolutely should have the right to know whether 
we are buying a kosher or halal item because: 
1. We may be paying more than we have to 
2. It may be violating our religious sensitivities 
3. It may be violating our beliefs about animal welfare 

In our Supermarkets today many religiously certified products are not labelled or the label is 
hidden in inside the packaging which is a biggest concern, if an Australian Business pays for 
kosher or halal certification on its products or services, they must inform consumers that 
information. I am arguing for clear labelling, and any religious certification is done in such a 
way that is openly and very clearly obvious. 



I would also like to see religious certified foods in a separated section or isle at the 
supermarkets, this way, consumers would have a clear distinction between these types of 
products. Food producing Companies will still be free to produce separate products for the 
Australian consumer or export. The cost of these will then be borne by the consumer that 
requires this type of product.  

Thank you for your time in reading this submission. 
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APOLOGIES FOR THE DOCUMENT BEING JUST a .TXT FILE BUT my .doc file 
created in "Open Office" would not upload.

Thank you for the opportunity to be involved in this process.

I have also added my name to Bernard Gaynor's thoroughly prepared 
and excellent submission.  I regard his submission very highly.

I recommend reading Annexures B and C of Mohamed El-Moelhy's 
“Statement of claim”, as they are transcripts of 2 Youtube videos by 
Kirralee Smith on halal certification, which I found very 
informative:
http://www.qsociety.org.au/downloads/Elmouehly_statement_of_claim.pd
f
These videos are involved in a court case at present; see the first 
part of the document for further information on that.  In Annexure 
B, lines 1 to 27 are an initial summary and the most important part, 
if time pressure prevents committee members from reading the rest.  
The speaker referred to Islamic “scriptures”: to the Qur'an and to 
“ahadith”, which are another kind of authoritative text used by 
Muslims to guide their conduct.  I wrote more below about halal 
certification being an “innovation”.   It is ironic that this 
innovation is so popular now, since innovation (“bidah”) is 
considered akin to heresy, in traditional Islam.

Before addressing the main topic, I want to point out that lying is 
an important feature of Islam.  It is therefore unsafe to give too 
much weight to statements by current Islamic authorities; they may 
be using various forms of Islamically-authorised deceit in order to 
further the spread of Islam in the world.  See for example this 
explanation of the importance of deceit in jihad: http://www.islam-
watch.org/authors/139-louis-palme/1095-knowing-four-arabic-words-
may-save-our-civilization-from-islamic-
takeover.html?utm_medium=referral&utm_source=pulsenews

* Halal certification is unnecessary in traditional Islam.

It is a modern innovation by some Muslims, in order to extort fees 
from producers of many products and services, including food.  
Before the invention of halal certification schemes, Muslims could 
decide individually whether a food was halal, using the rules in the 
Qur'an, and if they were unsure of the halal status of a food, it 
was deemed sufficient to pray over that food before consuming it.  
The Qur'an states that meat from the general line of slaughtered 
animals in our “Western” or “Judaeo-Christian” culture (such as 
cattle, sheep, chickens, turkeys, ducks) is halal: almost any large 
animals (except pigs and carnivorous animals) can be halal, if bled 
out during slaughter and if its death was NOT dedicated to a God 
other than Allah.   Most aquatic animals are halal.  Most other 
foods are halal by nature; an exception is alcohol.

For example, consider this short extract from a chapter of the 
Qur'an that discusses rules about foods:



http://www.quranbrowser.com/
Qur'an 5:4-5 choosing just 2 translations for brevity – the first is 
by a Muslim, the second is by a non-Muslim:

http://qb.gomen.org/QuranBrowser/cgi/bin/reveal.cgi?version=khan+sal
e&layout=auto&searchstring=005:004

http://qb.gomen.org/QuranBrowser/cgi/bin/reveal.cgi?version=khan+sal
e&layout=auto&searchstring=005:005

Hilali-Khan
005:004 They ask you (O Muhammad SAW) what is lawful for them (as 
food). Say: "Lawful unto you are AtTayyibat [all kind of Halal 
(lawful-good) foods which Allah has made lawful (meat of slaughtered 
eatable animals, milk products, fats, vegetables and fruits, etc.)]. 
And those beasts and birds of prey which you have trained as hounds, 
training and teaching them (to catch) in the manner as directed to 
you by Allah; so eat of what they catch for you, but pronounce the 
Name of Allah over it, and fear Allah. Verily, Allah is Swift in 
reckoning."

005:005 Made lawful to you this day are AtTayyibat [all kinds of 
Halal (lawful) foods, which Allah has made lawful (meat of 
slaughtered eatable animals, etc., milk products, fats, vegetables 
and fruits, etc.). The food (slaughtered cattle, eatable animals, 
etc.) of the people of the Scripture (Jews and Christians) is lawful 
to you and yours is lawful to them. (Lawful to you in marriage) are 
chaste women from the believers and chaste women from those who were 
given the Scripture (Jews and Christians) before your time, when you 
have given their due Mahr (bridal money given by the husband to his 
wife at the time of marriage), desiring chastity (i.e. taking them 
in legal wedlock) not committing illegal sexual intercourse, nor 
taking them as girl-friends. And whosoever disbelieves in the 
Oneness of Allah and in all the other Articles of Faith [i.e. His 
(Allah's), Angels, His Holy Books, His Messengers, the Day of 
Resurrection and Al-Qadar (Divine Preordainments)], then fruitless 
is his work, and in the Hereafter he will be among the losers.

Sale
005:004 They will ask thee what is allowed them [as lawful to eat]? 
Answer, such things as are good are allowed you; and what ye shall 
teach animals of prey [to catch], training them up for hunting after 
the manner of dogs, [and] teaching them according to the [skill] 
which God hath taught you. Eat therefore of that which they shall 
catch for you; and commemorate the name of God thereon; and fear 
God, for God is swift in taking an account.

005:005 This day are ye allowed to eat such things as are good, and 
the food of those to whom the scriptures were given is [also] 
allowed as lawful unto you; and your food is allowed as lawful unto 
them. And [ye are also allowed to marry] free women that are 
believers, and also free women of those who have received the 
scriptures before you, when ye shall have assigned them their dower; 
living chastly [with them], neither committing fornication, nor 



taking [them for] concubines. Whoever shall renounce the faith, his 
work shall be vain, and in the next life he shall be of those who 
perish.

Muslims have lived among us “infidels” for centuries.  Many Muslims 
in “the West” will still eat our food without qualms, except pork, 
of course.  However, in the last 90 years, the Muslim Brotherhood 
(and some other Muslim revival movements) are pressuring Muslims to 
become less-assimilated into their host communities.  One of the 
modern cultural battlegrounds is food with halal certification.

It is said that most food animals slaughtered for meat in Australia 
now are slaughtered the halal way; as a sacrifice dedicated to 
Allah, facing Mecca as the throat is cut, etc.  PM Tony Abbott has 
been quoted as saying that most Australians do not care about this 
issue, but a growing number of people are concerned by this trend, 
though most do not know what to do to change things.  This is one of 
many issues that motivate people to attend “Reclaim Australia” 
rallies and to join organisations like the “Q Society”.  As 
politicians know, for every single letter to a newspaper on the 
topic, or letter to a MP or Senate submission, or attendee at a 
rally / march, there are many more who feel the same concern but 
some feel too intimidated to say anything, for fear of being called 
a bigot, while others are just demoralised by the scale of problems 
related to Islam.

* Halal slaughter is more cruel than the modern methods in wide use 
here until recently.

I am concerned about the animal welfare issues involved.  It is said 
that animals are stunned prior to throat-cutting, but classic halal 
slaughter does not permit pre-stunning and there will naturally be a 
desire, among observant Muslim slaughtermen, to omit this step or to 
allow the animal to revive, in order to prove that it is still alive 
at the moment of throat-cutting, which is an important factor in 
halal slaughter.  Even if the animal is not given time to wake up, 
the efficacy of reversible stunning is not as reliable as 
irreversible stunning, in preventing any further suffering by the 
animal.  See pages 35 to 37 of Bernard Gaynor's excellently-
researched and presented submission.  Note that repeated stunning 
acts render the carcase non-halal (“haram”) so there will naturally 
be a desire, among observant Muslim slaughtermen, to avoid repeated 
stunning, if the animal regains consciousness during the slaughter 
process.
http://bernardgaynor.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/150716-Halal-
Certification-Behind-the-veil-of-culinary-Sharia-webpage.pdf

For many non-Muslims, the religious aspect of halal slaughter is 
unwelcome or a very serious problem.

Some non-Muslims are forbidden by their faith to eat halal-
slaughtered animals.  These include Sikhs and Hindus: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kutha_meat



“Kutha (Kuttha) meat is defined as "meat of animal or fowl 
slaughtered slowly", as prescribed by the Halal and Kosher 
rituals.[1] It has been more broadly defined as "killing an animal 
with a prayer",[2] or as "a sacrifice to God",[3] or meat prepared 
through "unnecessary ritualism".[4]
Both the Hindu and the Sikh communities view this method of killing 
animals negatively and forbid adherents from consuming such meat. 
Hindu philosophy views Kutha as a means of repression and an 
inhumane non-Aryan[5] way of killing animals for human consumption.”

Non-Muslims (mostly Buddhists) in Sri Lanka have called for a 
boycott:
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2013-02-18/sri-lankan-monks-launch-halal-
boycott-campaign/4524466

http://www.news.com.au/world/breaking-news/halal-food-label-
withdrawn-in-sri-lanka/story-e6frfkui-1226595072111
It is not just “westerners” who care deeply about these matters.

I am a devout Christian.  Having read the Bible for many years and 
having carefully studied the whole Qur'an, I concluded (as many 
others do) that the Allah of the Qur'an is not the same being as the 
God on the Bible (YHWH).  Therefore, knowing that animals which were 
killed the halal way were dedicated to the Muslim Allah, I want to 
avoid eating the meat from these pagan sacrifices, according to this 
Bible passage: 1 Corinthians 10:18-21:

18 Consider the people of Israel: Do not those who eat the 
sacrifices participate in the altar? 19 Do I mean then that food 
sacrificed to an idol is anything, or that an idol is anything? 20 
No, but the sacrifices of pagans are offered to demons, not to God, 
and I do not want you to be participants with demons. 21 You cannot 
drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons too; you cannot have 
a part in both the Lord’s table and the table of demons.

At present, knowing that most beef, lamb and chicken (and probably 
turkey) on sale in Australia has been sacrificed to the Muslim 
Allah, I cook with dairy, eggs, pig meats, kangaroo, fish and 
aquatic animals, and very seldom eat the others; mostly just at 
events where the catering is done in bulk, with few alternative 
choices.  If I do eat the meat of cattle, sheep or poultry, I feel 
uneasy but I am not condemned outright by my faith for it, as 
passages in 1 Corinthians chapters 8 and 10 do not bring such utter 
condemnation, but just a “warning” about eating meat from pagan 
sacrifices.  I want to find suppliers of beef, lamb and poultry that 
were definitely not halal-slaughtered; I will patronise them and 
publicise them to friends who have similar concerns.  I have bought 
suitable non-halal beef and lamb once from one such butcher at 
Hahndorf, but it is long way to drive for a few lamb chops!  As 
Bernard Gaynor mentioned, making enquiries about the halal status of 
meat often evokes evasive, inaccurate and unhelpful answers from 
staff.



* Halal certification or slaughter is often nullified or ignored 
later

I understand that businesses agreed to pay for halal certification 
in the hope that they could expand their sales to Muslim markets, 
but I believe that they were conned.  Within about 2 km of my home 
are 3 outlets advertising halal meat; “halal butchers”.  Despite the 
money paid by non-Muslim businesses, it is clear that many local 
Muslims choose to buy from those butchers.  One reason may be that 
halal certifiers insist that the whole supply chain must conform to 
their rules (with fees paid, of course), at every stage including 
delivery vans and storage in the retailer's premises.  I buy my meat 
at shops where halal foods (such as dairy or lamb, beef or chicken) 
and haram meats (such as ham, bacon or pork) are kept in the same 
cold cabinets.  I can imagine how that must horrify Muslim shoppers!

In the export markets, some countries only recognise halal 
certification by their chosen authorities, so some suppliers pay 
multiple halal certifiers, in order to satisfy various markets.  
This strengthens my impression that these schemes are more about 
money (extortion) than about helping ordinary Muslims find foods 
that they can consume with confidence.  This money helps to spread 
Islam in the world.  As a devout Christian, I do not want to support 
the spread of Islam by my money.  The claim that fees for halal 
certification are not passed on to the consumer (me) are ludicrous.  
Businesses must recoup all costs and make a profit too.  However 
small the final added cost to me, I do not want the producers of 
foods and providers of other services (such as transport) to be 
forced in this way to fund the spread of Islam.  I consider Islam to 
be an evil and retrograde force in the world and a danger to 
Australia.

*** In conclusion, I support what Bernard Gaynor wrote, in his 
submission.

This submission enlarged on just a few of my many concerns about 
halal slaughter and halal food, which he discussed so well in his 
submission.

It is very important that foods should be labelled clearly, at point 
of sale, concerning whether they are halal certified.  (The 
certification status is the issue; remember that most food is halal 
by nature.)  Labelling about halal certification status that is only 
visible after the item is opened is NOT acceptable.  If the company 
has paid for halal certification, that information about halal 
certification should be easy to find on the the company's brochures 
and website, if they have them.

Meat should be labelled concerning the slaughter method; halal 
slaughter or best-practice, humane slaughter methods which included 
irreversible stunning before the fatal blow and which do not include 
a ritual of dedication of the animal to the Muslim Allah.



There are very many non-Muslim consumers who care deeply about these 
issues, and their concerns are not always based on bigotry or 
racism, as is often claimed by those who wish to silence us.

Let all consumers have accurate information and let normal market 
forces operate in that environment.
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Dear Committee Members,

Thank you for the opportunity to make a submission to this inquiry.

I would like to support in full the submission of Mr Mark Newton 
(submission 509), and add
the following comments.

Third party certification of halal food is no different to 
certification that the food is
organic, is Kosher, or has the approval of Mr Jamie Oliver.

Yours respectfully,

Dr Jon Wilson, PhD
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An inquiry into third party certification of food.

I do not approve of religious certification, either Kosher or Halal certification, of food produced in Australia 
for Australian consumption.   I hold this position for the following reasons-  increased cost, religious 
discrimination, inconsequence to health and animal ethics.

Cost. 

The ultimate consumer always pays for certification as it is an additional cost of production.  Australian is 
neither a Jewish nor a Muslim country. The Australian government is responsible for the health of 
Australians through food labelling for nutritional and health reasons only. The Australian 
government should not involve itself in aspects of the religious life of some citizens. 

If an Australian exporter makes a commercial decision about religious certification, either Kosher or Halal 
certification, for export markets, let the export market and the commercial producers bear the costs as 
commercially feasible or not. 

I am unconvinced by the position that some companies have given that the same packaging is required for 
both markets, domestic and export. 

I am unconvinced that the products with religious certification are being sold in both markets. I do not 
believe that the interests of Australian farmers or food producers will be disadvantaged if we do not allow 
religious certification of food for teh Australian market.

Religious Discrimination. 

 The majority of Australians is Christian or has no religion. Australian is neither a Jewish nor a Muslim 
country. Religious certification is an unwarranted incursion on the majority of Australians who do not need, 
desire or support religious certification. The intrusion of religious constraints is foreign to the majority of 
Australians and Australian culture. This is not an example of religious tolerance. The necessary 
consequences of this kind of religious discrimination will flow into other areas of life and are equally 
abhorrent to Australians and Australian culture. The most obvious of these consequences is the employment 
of religious practitioners related to the production or certification of these food items. Not only will this be 
religious discrimination but sexual discrimination. 

Health. 

Food certification regarding the nutritional content of the food is acceptable in order for consumer to make 
decisions for their health. Religious certification is irrelevant to decisions about nutritional health.

Animal Ethics. 

I believe that the method of killing animals used by the Australian abattoirs has been and will be both 
humane and commercially feasible. 

Neither Kosher nor Halal killing should be supported by Australian abattoirs for the Australian market for 
reasons both of animal welfare and commercial viability. Those groups who wish to do otherwise should 
solely bear the costs and opprobrium of these methods of slaughter. 
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Third party certification of food

30th July 2015

Dear Sir/Madam,

I would like to have my say on the issue of the senate inquiry into third party certification of food 
in Australia.

There seems to be a number of schemes and certifiers currently operating within Australia. The 
most common I can think of being, Organic, Kosher, Halal and Heart Foundation Tick to name 
but a few. These schemes may display on food items that they are certified in these disciplines 
but it is not immediately apparent to the consumer exactly what these schemes are and it is left 
to the consumer to research these schemes to determine if the food is fit for consumption within 
the consumers dietary requirements. I think all food that is sold for human consumption should 
be produced under strict Australian manufacturing laws and conditions without the consumer 
having fears about how the food is produced.

When a certifier feels that they need to certify certain food products because of some religious 
ideology, or scheme, then that food should be clearly marked as such. This certification should 
in no way underrate the Australian manufacturing laws and conditions for that food. 

To standardise these religious ideologies or other schemes each scheme should be registered 
and controlled by some government body and a fee paid by the certifiers to this government 
body to assist with the operation and control of that body.

Consumers should in no way have to contribute to any extra cost when purchasing products 
that have been certified by any particular certifier.

If Australia is to become a multicultural society, as many claim we are, then there should be 
more emphasis put on producing food products that can be consumed by all people within 
Australia knowing that it is of a high standard and complies with Australian manufacturing laws. 
This would show the willingness of any new cultures that come to Australia to assimilate with the 
Australian culture and not alienate themselves from their host country.

Thanking you for accepting my submission.

Sincerely

Gary Bulley.
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Senate Enquiry into Third Party Certification of Food

Joseph Bylhouwer
30 July 2015

Third party certification of food
Senate Inquiry

1) The Australian government has an obligation to support the certification of food.
a) Certification satisfies some religious requirements for specific food preparation and also can 

satisfy broad minority community needs – such as certification of organic produce;
b) Government support provides inclusiveness of community needs which supports the 

democratic process.
2) Certification of products can enhance sales through increased exports and improved access to 

local markets.
a) It provides important differentiation from other similar non-certified products and can 

provide purchasers with the assurance necessary to buy the products.
3) Certification can also indirectly help other non-certified product sales.

a) Buyers take assurance from the high food and certification standards that are practised in 
Australia.  Australian produce becomes a point of difference.

4) It is important that the government take an active role to ensure that certification processes are 
soundly based and not abused;
a) If standards aren’t maintained all produce producers can suffer;
b) It is possible criminal elements can enter the certification business and cause enormous 

harm;
c) Governments need to ensure that produce prices are as low as possible even with the costs 

of certification;
d) Costs need to be transparent and ensure value for money;
e) Those parts of the community that do not rely on certified products should not have to pay 

additional costs

5) Legislate for an overarching body that controls the licensing and supervision of all certification 
bodies;
a) This body should be overseen by the Department of Trade and/or Agriculture;
b) The body should have responsibility for supervision and inspection of certified bodies and 

companies that have been certified;
c) The body would have control of accrediting certifiers or cancelling accreditation, if need be.
d) The body should be subject to Australian law and appeal processes.

6) The body should be governed by a board including representatives from communities that 
require certification and the wider Australian public.
a) The board should have overall control of the body but not necessarily management control;
b) Board members should have tenure of no more than 3 years.

7) The body should be independently financed from a share of income received from the produce 
producers by the certification bodies;

8) All certification practices should be consistent with normal food safety practices
9) There should be a complaints mechanism to ensure all parties are fairly treated.  

Importance of Certification

To Better Ensure Effective Certification



Senate Enquiry into Third Party Certification of Food

Joseph Bylhouwer
30 July 2015

10) There should be complete transparency to the wider community and the members of the 
communities using the accreditation process.  
a) Transparency ensures greater confidence in the accreditation process by the whole 

community;
11) All companies accredited should clearly show the accreditation and level of accreditation on the 

products sold.
a) Allows all interested parties to see the level of accreditation adopted by food producers.  

12) Website details should show what products/companies are accredited and under what system 
of accreditation;

13) Cost of accreditation should also be shown;
a) This promotes competition and helps keep the industry honest.

Transparency
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• a) Halal certification is an Islamic tax imposed on the general population. I am not a Muslim 
and I don’t want to pay a tax that benefits a religious minority. Muslims only make up 2% of 
the population so why should the other 98% pay a tax from which they derive no benefit. If 
Muslims want halal certification then they should pay for it. 

• Halal certification is totally unnecessary. It is not required by the Koran. If food is haram then 
Muslims only have to pray over it and they can eat it anyway. 

• Many foods are by their very nature halal and yet companies are paying for certification 
unnecessarily. Water and milk are naturally halal and don’t need a tax on them. Why are 
things like cat and dog food, which presumably Muslims don’t eat, halal certified? 

• The halal certification schemes are branching out from food into the places where the food 
is prepared and the vans in which the food is transported. Every stage has to be certified 
halal. What is the difference between a non-halal certified van and a halal certified van? 
Absolutely nothing – it is just a racket. 

• Food is not the only product being certified but the scheme extends to make-up and 
cosmetics. Soon we will have halal plates and tables. It is nothing but a racket.  
 
 

• b) If Muslims want goods to be clearly labelled as halal then they should pay for it. They can 
start their own shops that sell halal food like Jewish kosher supermarkets. 
 

• e) There is no regulation governing halal certification bodies. Anyone can set up a 
certification scheme and extort payments. The whole thing is one big racket and get-rich-
quick scheme for savvy Muslims. 
 

• f)  Companies claim that they need halal certification for their overseas exports. Statistics 
have shown that a small percentage of overall exports are sent to Islamic countries and in 
any event the companies who will benefit from the exports should be the ones paying for 
certification not the everyday Australian consumer. 
 

• g) There is no clear indication about where the funds from these schemes end up. Some say 
that it benefits Islamic organisations. Why should ordinary Australians be funding schemes 
that only benefit a small minority of the population? 

• Any Muslim businessman making money from this halal rort has to, according to his religion, 
pay 10% of his income to charity. There are eight different categories of people that can 
benefit from this charity. The 6th group is ‘those fighting for Allah’ suggesting that funds from 
the schemes go to support terrorists. This money is often funnelled through a number of 
‘fronts’ to disguise where it ends up as has been proved overseas. 
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Senate Standing Committees on Economics
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra   2600

30 July 2015

Re: Third Party Certification of Food

A few years ago while doing my weekly grocery shop I noticed an Islamic symbol on a Bega 
cheese product. I chose not to buy that item as a result.
Not long after I was reading the packaging of a meat pie in the cold section of the 
supermarket and again I noticed an Islamic symbol and chose not to purchase that product.
Knowing it is my right not to support a religion I was pleased that I had become aware of 
this certification practice and I went about my subsequent grocery shopping making what I 
believed to be informed choices.
That is until I became aware that a great deal of the grocery items on the shelves are paying 
for Halal certification and choosing to not display the relevant symbol on the packaging.

One particular company whom I learnt had obtained halal certification was the 
manufacturer of a number of staples in my regular shopping – Sanitarium. Being a 
vegetarian company and also a Christian owned company I was sceptical that they would 
have become certified – why would they? I decided to email them and ask directly. Their 
response unapologetically confirmed their certification, explaining that they required it for 
export purposes and that they chose to not label this on their products. I no longer buy any 
of their products.

Why would a company go through this process and then not display the symbol for 
customers to see? Surely they would want customers to know they are halal certified so 
that the 2% or so of our public who supposedly need to know this will be informed and the 
remaining public can choose whether or not they want to buy items from a company which 
has paid for a religious certification. 

If I want to financially contribute to a charity I will, and likewise I should be able to choose 
not to.

I wish to make the following points:

- Companies paying for certification must absorb the cost in their products. In turn 
consumers are funding the expansion of Islam in Australia through the building of 
mosques and schools.



- The questionable funds being made by certifying companies attracts tax concessions 
under religious grounds.

- Why are items such as bread, coffee, pet food, plastic containers, transport, milk, 
breakfast cereals, tinned fish, condiments required to certify their halal status when 
they are naturally halal?

- What did muslim consumers do before Halal certification become available? And 
how are they now to know which products are certified when so many do not display 
a relevant symbol? I assume such consumers used to and continue to read the labels, 
just as anyone does who has food restrictions such as vegetarian’s, coeliacs and 
those suffering food allergies. 

I believe any religious  certification practice should be transparent. Given this certification is 
for religious purposes and attracts tax concessions charges should only be made on a cost 
recovery basis, ie: not a profit making exercise. Further, there should only be one certifying 
body in Australia and their financial details and rate charges should be available for public 
scrutiny.  Labelling of certification status should also be compulsory to assist the public to 
make informed purchasing decisions.

Thankyou for your time and for giving the public the opportunity to contribute to this 
enquiry.

Yours sincerely,

Tanja Grifa



ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 1256

Submission Details: Name Withheld





Third Party Certification of Food

Senate Standing Committees On Economics
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600

To Senate Economics References Committee

Dear Committee Members,

I wish to offer a submission regarding Halal certification on domestic consumer 
food.

I feel it is unfair that approx. 97% of the Australian consumer market for food 
should be subjected to a religious tax in the form of Halal. I have no objection to 
our Muslim population I believe approximately 3% eating Halal and believe it is 
their right to do so. What I do object to is that I as a part of the majority am 
struggling to find non Halal food at my local supermarket. To trivialize this and 
suggest the cost is insignificant I find offensive as I and many of my friends do 
not wish to pay any form of religious tax. 
Also as a practicing Christian my bible tells me not to eat food offered up to other 
gods.
I also find it inhumane the manner in which our animals are slaughtered to meet 
this religious requirement.

Thank you for this opportunity to make a submission to this committee.

Yours Faithfully,
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Senate Submission into Third Party Food Certification

Individuals in Australia have the freedom to practice their religious beliefs 
{https://www.humanrights.gov.au/freedom-thought-conscience-and-
religion-or-belief} while simultaneously enjoying protections that prevent 
them from being coerced into adhering with, which includes financially 
contributing to, religious beliefs that they do not follow or support.

In particular, Section 116 of the Australian constitution underpins this freedom 
from religious coercion. This clause prohibits the Commonwealth from 
establishing any religion (noting that Christianity was already legally recognised 
and therefore ‘established’ at the time of federation), imposing any religious 
observance and prohibiting the free exercise of religion. 
{http://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Senate/Powers_practice_n_procedu
res/~/link.aspx?_id=6ED2CAE61E7742A1B2C42F95D4C05252&_z=z}

With this freedom in mind, I do not wish to support the ideology expressed by 
Islam and its religious teachings. The annexation of halal certification fees in my 
grocery shopping means that through purchasing products that are not labeled 
as being halal certified I am supporting Islam by deception. When shopping I do 
not knowingly purchase products that are “Halal”.

I have very significant issue with religious slaughter. Animal rights have been 
part of the fabric of Australia. This was the circumstance surrounding the first 
terrorist attack in Australia at Broken Hill in 1915 
{http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-01-01/broken-hill-remembers-wwi-
attack/5995854}. It seems that for almost 100 years that Australia embodied its 
animal rights but has now given them up for an ideology that is 1400 years old. 
Halal slaughter/certification for export products yes started in the seventies, 
however it now appears to be imposed on almost all meat production.
I submit that the Government no longer adheres to the constitution by 
promoting and imposing halal slaughter and halal certification via the 
Department of Agricultural Australian Government Authorised Halal Program, 
and which effectively promotes Islamic Sharia Law. 

The image of an animal being [allowed to be] slaughtered by bleeding to death 
has been frowned upon by mainstream Australia and yet it happens everyday in 
“halal” abattoirs. Unfortunately the Islamic Council of WA 
{http://www.islamiccouncilwa.com.au/halal-certification/halal-guidelines/} 
believe that Australian Law needs to be changed to allow for non stunning, I 
think their wording indicates they believe that their Islamic rituals of 1400 years 
are better than any modern day technology and or health standards. To comply 
with halal the animal is required to die from bleeding out, which implies that 
stunning has no effect on the status of the animal prior to slaughter.
In contrast to the RSPCA website {http://kb.rspca.org.au/What-do-we-mean-by-
humane-killing-or-slaughter_115.html} states: “humane killing, including 
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slaughter and on-farm euthanasia, must meet the same criteria” including 
“instant unconsciousness followed by rapid death”. Bleeding to death is hardly 
“rapid”, and difficult to believe that a reversible stun has the animal rendered 
insensible to pain once its throat is slit.

Currently meat presented for sale in supermarkets, and the butcher shop, do not 
have labels advising the consumer any meat as halal, haram or otherwise. 
Unfortunately most butchers are only advised that their meat is not halal, well 
that may be so in Islamic terms. If during the slaughter process the meat is 
classified [by an “Islamic scholar”, although there appears no formal training 
information in this area to be found available] to not meet the requirement for 
“halal” status it becomes ‘Haram’ meat –but it was still ritually slaughtered. 
Additionally anything killed in an abattoir that is halal certified is highly likely to 
have been slaughtered by a moslem, blessed to Allah. Unfortunately the moslem 
slughtermens’ on the job training is unlikely to cover the humane treatment of 
the animal that I wish him to show. Earlier this year this article appeared in my 
local paper, The Gympie Times, {http://www.gympietimes.com.au/news/anti-
halal-group-declares-jihad-on-gympie-business/2587014/} note that the 
abattoir manager never addressed the issue of slaughter, hence my concern, he 
can keep his certificate and his meat. I have chosen not to purchase his meat or 
that of independent providore using his abattoir.
I know several people in the industry and they have told me that very often the 
slaughtermen do not stun an animal before they slit the animals throat, that even 
with a reversible stun because the animal is not dead it will continue to feel and 
dies a painful death. The principle of halal is that the animal is to die from loss of 
blood from a slit of the throat. 
In January 2011 a Meat Technology Update from CSIRO Food and Nutritional 
Sciences: Meat Industry Services [supported by the Australian Meat Processor 
Corporation (AMPC) and Meat & Livestock Australia (MLA)] 
{http://www.ampc.com.au/site/assets/media/Factsheets/Livestock-Animal-
Health-Welfare-Transport-Biosecurity/MTU_2011_Effect-of-slaughter-method-
on-animal-welfare-and-meat-quality.pdf} clearly indicates penetrative stunning 
better for both animal welfare and meat quality. Are we all to ignore these 
experts? In effect the update supports penetrative stunning for improved 
percentage of blood loss per live weight.

Equally, of the nine producers listed as members of the Australian Chicken Meat 
Federation Inc. (ACMF) all are halal certified, all employing only moslem 
slaughtermen, although most are operated mechanically with “Islamic scholars” 
blessing the meat to Allah and supervising the process.
Consequently, it can be concluded that the chicken meat industry has adopted 
the Islamic practice of ritual animal sacrifice to Allah in accordance with Sharia 
law to meet the demand of a 2% minority living in Australia. When enquiring 
about export further exasperation when you are advised by ACMF that [up to 
but] only 5% of chicken produced in Australia is exported, and this is to non-
moslem countries. It seems 98% of Australian consumers are effectively being 
compelled into eating chicken meat that is only produced in accordance with 
Islamic Sharia law. 
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Additionally, I do not want to consume products of and by-products of animals 
that were not humanely slaughtered. There is no requirement to label products 
that contain by-products of ritually slaughtered animals. One halal certifier 
makes public claim that all gelatin [a beef by-product] in Australia is halal. To 
acquire halal gelatin the animal would need to be ritually slaughtered. Without 
adequate assistant from manufacturers I am unable to determine what products 
contain halal gelatin. Unfortunately the information is not forthcoming from 
many manufacturers whether their end product is halal certified or not. I was 
advised recently that if an individual ingredient is less that 1% of the overall 
product makeup it is not required to be listed. I wasn’t aware that halal gelatin 
was added to Apple Juice; well apparently it is and there is no requirement to list 
the halal gelatin on a label. Furthermore it can be assumed that all 
pharmaceuticals that are in capsule form manufactured in Australia are done so 
using halal gelatin, offering no choice for some medications. 

This brings me to all the other supermarket products that have paid to become 
halal certified under endorsements of the Islamic Councils of Australia, with the 
intent that the food is sharia compliant. Yes unfortunately without my 
knowledge when I go shopping I become involved in a religious practice. 
So as not it appear to victimize any “certified” company I will only state what is 
on the Muslims Australia certificate: “This is to certify that Halal Accreditation has 
been approved for the manufacture of the follow products as per Halal guidelines 
of Islamic Sharia,“. I was not aware at any point in time that it was necessary to 
comply with Islamic Sharia Law in Australia, that in itself is absurd. 

My understanding is that most food is halal [in Islamic terms] by nature; water, 
milk, eggs, honey etc. It is difficult to comprehend that if this is so, why is 
certification needed and why should persons not requiring it pay for it.

The following text is from the Islamic Co-Ordinating Council of Victoria Pty Ltd 
(Australia) website,:

What is Halal?
Muslims commonly use two terms to describe food – Halal and Haram. The Arabic 
word halal means lawful or permitted. In the Holy Qu'ran, Allah (God) commands 
Muslims and all of mankind to eat of the Halal things.
Basically, Allah Al Mighty knows what is best for us to eat. And normally all the halal 
food are very clean and safe from any disease.
The opposite of Halal is Haram, which means unlawful or prohibited. Halal and 
Haram are in fact universal terms that apply to all facets of life. As far as food is 
concerned, the Qur'an makes it clear as to what is Halal and Haram, read it here 
verses in the Al-Qur’an.
O mankind! Eat of that which is lawful and wholesome in the earth, and follow 
not the footsteps of the devil. Lo! he is an open enemy for you. (2:168) O ye 
who believe! Eat of the good things wherewith. We have provided you, and 
render thanks to Allah if it is (indeed) He Whom ye worship. (2:172)   Eat of that 
which Allah hath bestowed on you as food lawful and good, and keep your duty 
to Allah in Whom ye are believers. (5:88)

It does not mention anything about eat what is “Halal Certified” only. Other 
passages in the Qur’an state that the only requirement of “ye who believe” is to 
bless the food to Allah before eating. 



In attempting to gain further information I started contacting and asking 
suppliers/manufacturers of products I purchased about the certification status 
of their products. Some companies are happy to provide this one small piece of 
information, but quite often companies will not reply at all. Very often companies 
claim on their websites to “respect the diversity of all our customers”, well I may 
be a prospective consumer of your products and you can’t answer my question.
I did confront a number of companies regarding their integrity by posing the 
question: If you are willing to pay for halal certification then why were they not 
willing to put the information on the product at point of sale or have the 
information clearly stated on their corporate website? 

Then I worked out that this (halal certification) was indeed a good source of 
income. Consequently the producer of every raw product, sugar, flour, milk, etc, 
would have paid a halal certification fee and so would the manufacturer of the 
finished product; icecream, cheese, yoghurt, bread. That means these products 
have several layers of certification fees, and more of the 98% of Australian 
consumers money for something they probably don’t need. 
I have extracted this comment from the website of a halal certifier: “To the best 
of our knowledge, the fees paid by companies to have their products certified are 
not carried over to the consumer.” You have to be kidding me. I would 
confidently say all costs are carried over to the consumer, every product would 
be individually accountable to costs to ascertain profit margins. This news article 
{http://www.foodmag.com.au/news/queensland-abattoirs-hit-with-thousands-
in-halal-c} alone would not leave anyone thinking that fees are not recovered, 
$27,000 deducted from profit is still a product cost.

Halal certification fees do not increase or ensure quality, food safety or hygiene – 
it is only religious fees. At least with a heart tick I know what it is for and that the 
money collected by the Heart Foundation is being spent on better health options 
for all Australians. 

However I am appalled at some of the responses I receive. When a 2% minority 
within Australia have the right to request a religious standard that surely does 
not give them the right to enforce it upon the entire food production industry. It 
is unacceptable that any Australian consumers today is labelled “a bigot” for 
trying to obtain information that will help them to avoid supporting religious 
beliefs that they do not practice. 

According to everything I read I am lead to believe that the foundation of halal 
certification was to assist moslem consumers identify products and production 
of such that did not contain alcohol or porcine DNA. I find it incredulous that 
moslems believe that I would want alcohol [or porcine] in every product I 
consume. I have known moslems who consume both without issue. However 
many products that are sold are not labeled as halal certified. Supermarket staff 
has no idea about what is and what is not halal certified, in fact a lot of their staff 
don’t even know what it means.

Because companies don’t label their product there is clear indication that the 
only people to gain from halal certification are moslems and most specifically the 
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certification organizations run by moslems. If the figures are anything to go by 
this industry is worth over 1% of all grocery sales of Australian manufactured, 
and repackaged, goods. Many of the items may not even attract gst, but they 
carry a “halal certification fee”. I don’t need, and in the case of meat don’t want, 
products to be halal certified and certainly I don’t want to pay for them either. 

So I do wonder if there is an underlying reason for having non-moslems 
contribute to the concept of halal certification. It appears a deliberate decision 
from an ideology that seeks to impose itself over many aspects of Australian 
society. Recently I sort further information on this and found the following:

There is evidence, apart from slaughtermen, from a variety of sources indicating 
that halal is blurring employment opportunities. Some companies in the logistics 
area loose contracts because they have no ‘halal compliant’ employees, 
inevitably creating more positions available to moslems only. Currently access to 
halal certification scheme [learning] accreditation is restricted to moslems. This 
will ultimately result in a highly Islamised workforce. 

Many halal certifiers’ websites make the claim to support moslem charities, 
mosques and Islamic schools. Whereas it is also claimed that the fees are cost 
recover only, so why is there so much “income” available for “charitable 
donations”. No other religious group is allowed to gather money from an 
unsuspecting public in this manner.

In the media there is mention of halal certification fees supporting jihad. The 
following from the Australian Transaction Reports and Analysis Centre report on 
Terrorism Financing in Australia 2014, was equally disturbing to read. This one 
extract stands out: “

Charities and NPOs may be used to raise funds for groups engaged in foreign conflict and as 
a cover to transfer funds offshore. Funds for legitimate humanitarian aid may also be diverted 
in Australia, or at their destination, and used to support terrorist groups 

{http://www.austrac.gov.au/publications/corporate-publications-and-
reports/terrorism-financing-australia-2014#foreword}

Since Facebook is widely seen as public record I took this screen shot from the 
page of Andrew Laming MP who received a telephone call from a moslem person 
requesting that he stop interfering in halal certification.

http://www.austrac.gov.au/publications/corporate-publications-and-reports/terrorism-financing-australia-2014#foreword
http://www.austrac.gov.au/publications/corporate-publications-and-reports/terrorism-financing-australia-2014#foreword


If I wanted to donate to moslem welfare groups I would do it the same way I 
support Breast Cancer Research or Legacy and make a donation via normal 
channels. And I won’t even get a tax deduction because of how it is being funded, 
via my supermarket purchases. 

I wrote to our Prime Minister and every Member of Parliament, I received one 
reply. 
Tony Abbott states: “free to express and practice our religion without 
intimidation or without interference”. Apparently my beliefs are not free of 
anything because I continue to have to run interference in the supermarket.

If a religious element is added to food this should be disclosed to everyone. 
Recently I became aware that in Queensland it is unlawful to discriminate on the 
basis of religious belief, including in the provision of goods and services. It is 
therefore questionable whether supermarkets breach anti-discrimination laws if 
they supply food that is prepared only in accordance with one religious belief, or 
if they fail to disclose the religious nature of the food products they sell, such as 
not labeling meat accordingly.

Am I to be silenced, NO because clearly I have the right to have a choice.

IN CONCLUSION, 

• the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not limited 
to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and 
general food safety certification schemes;

The extent of halal certification is far beyond what is required for consumption in 
Australia. When products such as cutlery and plastic milk bottles are being certified 
is it outrageous.

• current labelling requirements of food certification schemes;

Current labeling is far from adequate. Most products don’t disclose the contribution 



to a religious entity.

• the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees;

Every individual raw product needs to be clearly labeled if a certification fee has 
been paid. 
All manufactured products containing raw products identified as halal certified need 
to identify those individual products on their label [whether this is intention or not].
All meat products need to identify its status correctly, this includes haram meat 
[ritually slaughtered but not halal]. 
All by-products and products with by-products of ritually slaughtered animals need 
to be clearly identified. 

• whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make 
informed purchasing decisions;

Companies should be compelled to provide clear and accurate information about 
their certifications on both their product label and their website, including where 
appropriate a distributors website.

• details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and the 
potential for these to impact on prices for consumers;

Currently most companies are bound by their certification agreements to not disclose 
the fees paid. However it is naïve to believe that certification fees are not part of 
product costs. 

• the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and returns 
to producers;

Personally if a company wishes to take up halal certification to grow into an export 
market that should not preclude them from providing clear labeling for the domestic 
market. I am also not naïve to think that some products are halal and others aren’t.

• the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including, 
but not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any related 
matters.

This has definitely been a grey area in my research. Certification processes appear to 
have different standards, and based on religious text it is unclear whether there is a 
clear necessity to allow halal certification. 
For non profit organisations the financial records should be made available and all 
contributions to charities, in Australia or off-shore need to be made public. 
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Inquiry: the Third party certification of food The Terms of Reference: On 13 May 2015, the Senate 
referred the following matters to the Economics References Committee for inquiry and report by 30 
November 2015: a. the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but 
not limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and general 
food safety certification schemes; b. current labelling requirements of food certification schemes; c. 
the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees; d. whether 
current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make informed 
purchasing decisions; e. details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or 
manufacturers, and the potential for these to impact on prices for consumers; f. the importance of 
food certification schemes in relation to export market access and returns to producers; g. the 
extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including, but not limited 
to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any related matters.

Response to the terms of reference in point order: A. The extent of halal certification is hidden from 
consumers. Many producers DO NOT display HC logo, and therefore consumers are unable to 
choose to support this Islamic tax, or not.

B. Labelling MUST be required to clearly display the producers support for halal certification. If any 
of their products (export OR domestic) carry halal certification, this should be displayed, so 
consumers can choose to support the Islamic tax, or not. This includes parent companies of the 
brand if any of the profits (and costs) are shared to or from parent companies that pay halal 
certification, as these costs will be spread across all brands indirectly.

C. There is no “need” for halal certification. Muslim groups have agreed that “certification” is not 
required. It was devised PURELY to raise funds to grow islam.

D. Current labelling does NOT allow consumers to make an informed choice as to whether they wish 
to contribute to the growth of islam in Western nations, including Australia.

E. Producers are forced to sign non disclosure agreements to hide the fees paid, which are charged 
according to the producers “ability to pay”, not on any other basis.

F. Halal certification is not important to exports. Producers have been deceived. The halal 
certification scheme was developed purely to tax westerners to fund Islam.

G. Information is not forthcoming from producers that support halal certification. Many are 
deceiving consumers for fear of the boycotting movement, which will increase with exposure to the 
scam. The damage to Australia’s productivity through this deceptive religious tax will continue until 
it is banned. The Australian Government MUST BAN FEE COLLECTION for halal certification. Allow 
producers to certify if they choose, but require that their support for halal certification is CLEARLY 
Third party certification of food.

H.  With Halal Certification in place from “farmer to plate” and all associated industries jobs are 
being taken away from Australian workers in favour of islam.  We suggest that this is discrimination 
based on the ideology of islam (religion).

Submission 6

shown on all labels of their brands, domestic or export. The “necessity” for halal certification will

then be shown for what it is – not necessary.

Conclusion for committee consideration:



Committee members should spend some considerable time to become familiar with Islam and the

Koran. Halal certification was developed purely to extract funds from non Islamic  which are referred 
to in the Koran as “Kaffirs”, to fund the growth and promotion of Islam. Islam is a death cult. Islam 
preaches oppression and death to non believers, and practices many barbaric and unacceptable 
ideologies that contradict modern civilised law. The only intention of Islam is to dominate the world, 
and the halal certification rort is funding that cause. Please be aware, when questioning any Islamic 
group or individual, that the practice of Taqiyya allows them, and encourages them to lie and 
deceive infidels, if it is in the best interestsof Islam. The “Religion of peace” refers to the peace that 
will be upon the world when the whole world is dominated by islam, and controlled by Sharia law.

There is no such thing as a “moderate Muslim”. All practicing Muslims will be called to act, and they

will obey when called to act.

Halal certification in Australia is a $billion+ industry. Globally, conservatively, $2.5trillion annually.

Imagine if that productivity was returned to Australian producers, AND Australian consumers

could once again support Australian producers.

Halal certified producers will INCREASINGLY be boycotted, until the Government bans halal 
certification completely, or at very least bans fee collection for certification.

Mosques breed radical Muslims.

Hidden cameras in large mosques in the UK have shown how members of the congregation are

selected, invited to closed meetings normally in private homes or smaller club rooms. These

individuals are very slowly (over a period of months) “radicalised”. They are brainwashed to obey

the Koran literally. Islam must be banned and all religious concessions removed including the

banning of mosques, halal certification, and any attempt to implement ANY part of sharia into our

own culture, as all every concession we make weakens our own culture, and strengthens Islam

within our own communities.

Islam currently has “no go zones” throughout the world, in Western nations including UK, Sweden

and other parts of Europe. These zones START with a mosque. Muslims gradually move into the area

and then systematically persecute the local residents and businesses until they leave. I can provide

video of an Australian refugee – they were spat on, physically attacked and abused, until they had to

leave their home and move – from Lakemba, Sydney.

Japan does not have a “problem” with Muslims or Islam as they have banned Mosques and ALL

Islamic following or practices. Please consider the future of Australia. Islam has only one plan, and

that is the death to all infidels, world domination under sharia law.

Solution

Ban fee collection for halal certification. Australians do not wish to fund Islamic interests, directly or



indirectly. If they do, it should be by choice and with knowledge they are doing so. Once fee

Third party certification of food collection has been removed from the practice, it will be very quickly 
established just how necessary halal certification is. It is not at all necessary. Some producers 
exporting to the Middle East have avoided halal certification fees because “Muslims already love 
your products, they don’t need to be certified”. It is purely a scam of gigantic proportions.

Ban all mosques and give Islamic leaders a short period of time to sell the properties. Sale funds 
should be confiscated to reimburse Australian producers who have been extorted by this scam for 
many years. Mosques have been built largely by the proceeds of a rort, or government funding.

Ban Islamic club rooms, community centres and meeting places.  Ban the introduction of islam in our 
education system.  Ban islam and any form of Sharia Law from Australia

In the interests of Australia and loyal Australians, please act. This scam must be STOPPED.

Thank you.
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Submission to the senate of 
Australia: Economics-Standing 

Committee
Date 29 July 2015                                                            

From: Luigi Rosolin of Belmont WA

Dear committee hope this will help to eradicate some wrong doing and promote a better 
society life.

a) Extend of food certification: In my opinion should be always monitor in such way 
that organisations, corporations, companies will had to act with moral integrity and 
without misleading schemes that are profit individual or other entity like is 
happening now from common knowledge. Severe penalty should be impose.

b) Current labelling: description of product stating: made in Australia from local and 
imported ingredient is highly misleading and immoral. 

I prefer-suggest that only food and product produce locally should be label Australian. 
Other one should indicate Assemble in Australia from imported and local products.  
Drinking product should also if reconstitute not be label as fresh juice as is obvious a 
misleading one.

c) The need to label products without misleading with clearly identify-disclose 
certificate that are only religious or cultural so not impose to other practice that re 
not pertinent or even oppose to they moral or believe. Also consumer should not 
pay for service that are for specific target cult or religion.

 Labelling should be mandatory to shoving-disclosing in prominent way (not small letter) if 
is halal, kosher, natural organic certificate or genetically-modified if in general the 
producer-seller support in any way some entity or for self profit.

Donation to entity are religious or political interest should be disclose publicly and seller 
obligate to display in a prominent way such status at the entry or in a very clear way.

d) Not for above reason and also because important information are not compulsory 
given like if product are GM.

e) In general we are paying extra because some company had financially given money 
to religious group by fear or for non necessary reason mainly Islamic one, with the 
certificate that is not even necessary as is not supported even by they scripture. At 
the moment fee or donation paid to entity for certificate are not disclose in some 
case and keep secret for what trans-pear from media, halal certificate self proclaim 
company is the most prominent in such rising money that also is use to personal 
and suspicious way and can be extorted by intimidation or with other tactic.



2

f) Also from what we had see in our ABC report with prominent camorra family

 control of vegetable market in Melbourne but can be more wide in my opinion consumer 
are logically the loser.

g) Certificate for export are very important: Australia should implement more-
safeguard to natural agricultural product and in general, certificate like GM free and 
without chemical should be a priority and well label.

Food should be tested more wide and often so that not harm to the heath occur with an 
effective federal health control, not like now, that because of lack of founding or 
organisation only a few control are made.  Certificate for halal to export market should be 
evaluate and connection at government level should be made to insure that not private 
entity take advantage of the religion or cult. I don't see how milk or cheese need 
certification at all for Muslim is nothing about that in they doctrine. Such labelling is clearly 
a way to rise money for the cult or people-organizations interest. In my opinion formed by 
information on media company like Monsanto

and Mr Mohamed El-Mouhel 

Regarding the religious use to certificate food by some individual or company in the name 
of a religion or cult should be restricted as had come well know, that halal certificate is not 
even supported in the Islamic scripture with interpretation given later century. Is not 
necessary and abusing our society by imposing to company and private a further cost on 
product. Is taking away from citizen the right to choice and also their religious or moral one. 
People should not be, like is now baying meat that had been slaughter calling on a god 
that is often oppose or not believe in by the consumer: that is abuse against religion 
freedom. Also the way the animal are killed procure painful dead often without necessity 
and is not acceptable in evolve respectable society. Consumer should had the right to 
boycott such product and for that reason fees, financial records, labelling be public and 
close monitor by our authority.

Sincerely I wish that God bless you in your service to all.

Luigi Rosolin
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Senate Standing Committees on Economics 
PO Box 6100 Parliament House Canberra ACT 2600 
Phone: +61 2 6277 3540 
Fax: +61 2 6277 5719 
economics.sen@aph.gov.au 

Senate Inquiry into Food Certification schemes.

C. the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees;
D. whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make 

informed purchasing decisions;

I would like labelling to be compulsory whenever there has been a religious element to the food, for 
the purpose of freedom of religion.

For the Chinese and many other Asian communities, once food has already been prayed over we 
cannot use it for our own prayers and rituals. This means that we cannot use any Halal meat as it has 
already been prayed over.

The main point of contention is meat in general and chicken in specific. Most of the time when meat 
is included in our prayer, it is either pork or poultry. Since pork could never be Halal then the 
problem has been with poultry.  

When food has been labelled Halal we can avoid it, however a distressing problem is that often Halal 
slaughtered meat hasn’t been labelled as such. An example is Lilydale chicken. There is no label at all 
on the packaging but it is Halal as stated on their website. Some Halal suppliers such as Red Lea who 
are Halal not only do not label their product as Halal but even go so far as to omit this fact on their 
website. This makes it almost impossible for us to identify which ones are Non Halal that we can use. 

Another issue is that some produce which has been slaughtered according to the Halal process are 
rejected by the Halal inspectors for whatever reason are then sold onto the market as “mainstream” 
meat. Even though it has not been Halal certified, it has still been prayed over and therefore not able 
to be used for our religious purposes. According to the last census, Muslims only make up 2% of the 
Australian population, yet 70% of the poultry in Australia is Halal. This is way out of proportion to 
what is required, especially since the Asian population in Australia is far more than that of Muslims.

I would like to see any produce that has been prayed over mandatorily stated on the packaging. 
Freedom of religion should apply to all, we should all be able to exercise our religious freedom and 
not a situation where one minority having priority over another.

Yours faithfully,

 from 

30.07.2015

mailto:economics.sen@aph.gov.au
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Chris Paterson

    

Submission to the Enquiry into Third Party Certification of Food

Currently there are no laws mandating that certified food or services show if and to what standards 
they have been certified to, if at all.

With the recent explosion of  Halal Certification of Food and Services in Australia there needs to be 
changes to labeling laws to allow people to make informed decisions when purchasing these products

These factors need to be considered in regard to product labeling

1.  To enable people to make informed decisions, it is mandated by law that labeling of all food has to 
show where is produced and the ingredients it is made from.  Likewise, it must show the nutritional 
information of the product .  So in a similar manner, labeling should clearly show the standard(s) it has 
been made or certified too, whether this be a manufacturing, quality or religious standard, eg Halal

2.  Labeling laws need to specify that these labels be of a certain size and be clearly seen on the 
outside of the product, not put inside behind a flap that can only be seen once the product has been 
opened, as is the case with some products at the moment.

3.  The Australian food quality standards are amongst the best in the world and do not need 
certification by another governance body, particularly when that body has its origins in and is based 
on practices from the Middle East where food standards are not necessarily equal to those of 
Australia.  In Australia any certification should be to Australian Standards and controlled by a 
Government  department  including Halal certification.

4.  Since Halal Certification is a religious requirement for some members of the community is should 
be applied to the food and services that those people use and the costs associated with it borne by 
them, not the general community.  Halal Certification is a religious act and most members of the 
community do not need it.  Some may even be offended by it or even find personal conflict by having 
it applied to their food (or service).  For that reason it must be clearly and distantly labeled as such.

5.  Laws would need to prescribe fines for non observance of labeling requirements and a mandated 
requirement for the reimbursement of returned goods that have indistinct or misleading labeling in this 
regard.

6.  That "user pays" be the operational model , in that domestic consumers do not pay for products 
that may require additional certification for say export or specialised domestic  markets and  
manufactures must be accountable and be able to show this 

Signed   C Paterson      30/7/2015
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I would like to see Halal Certification banned in Australia. I 
would vote against any religious certification of food. If I felt 
strongly about a ritual being performed over my rice, I would 
then make my own search for such rice.

I also find the Halal method of killing animals abhorrent, and 
would hope that such killing is done in the most humane way.

From my reading of the Quran, those of a Muslim faith can 
eat non Halal food, so I see this demand for certification as a 
scam, a stand over tactic to gain funds at no cost.

If we must have certification because politicians have no 
spine, then it should be 25% of the label, so I know which 
products to avoid.
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30/07/2015

Committee for Third Party Certification of Food

Australian Government

Dear Committee Members,

I wish you to please take into account my opinion regarding third party food certification and in 
particular, Halal certification. I personally believe Halal certification to be an unnecessary feature of 
food preparation, an extra cost to the Australian consumer and I have serious concerns about where 
the proceeds of Halal are eventually going. 

I do not want Halal in Australia.

Yours Sincerely

An Australian Voter

Kalgoorlie WA

6430
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Third Party Certification of Food

Cruelty to Animals

Gender and Religious Discrimination

Unclear Labelling of Halal Certified Products

Unnecessary Certification of Naturally Halal Products

What did Muslims Eat before Halal-Certification?

Where Does the Money Go?

I request that my name be withheld.  Please do not publish my name.

Cruelty to Animals

I am concerned about any kind of religious certification on food.  In particular, I am concerned about 
certification of meat/poultry that requires the animal to be conscious at the time of slaughter.  This 
includes both the non-stunned AND reversible stun methods which are often used at abattoirs which 
employ slaughterman who kill the animal according to strict Kosher or Sharia Law.

After researching the topic, I found that with Kosher slaughter the slaughterman is required to 
undergo several years of training and (1) in large animals they sever first an artery taking blood to 
the brain, rendering the animal senseless to pain and/or they sever the spinal cord which also 
ensures the animal does not endure any undue suffering.  Nevertheless, the original cut is 
administered without any prior stunning, so the animal will be able to feel the pain.

My research on Sharia (halal) slaughter was more disturbing.  Halal slaughter must be carried out by 
a mislim male who often has little or no training.  As with Kosher slaughter, Sharia law demands no 
stunning of the animal first or, at the very least, a reversible stun which wears off within seconds.  
Halal/Sharia slaughter insists that the spinal cord NOT be cut so the animal - if it had an initial stun - 
regains consciousness to find itself in extreme pain hanging from a hook while it bleeds out.  
Halal/Sharia slaughter insists that the heart of the animal must continue to beat while it bleeds to 
death so as to expel as much blood as possible from the body.  This is because under Sharia Law 
blood is considered ‘haram’ (forbidden).  

This is the main reason I urge the committee to reject un-stunned or reversible-stun slaughter 
methods which are usually required for Kosher or Halal Certification on meat products.

Gender and Religious Discrimination

Another factor of third party certification which concerns me is the fact that Halal slaughter invites 
males only to apply for a job at a halal-certified abattoir.  This is clearly gender discrimination.  Yet 
there is a further restriction for this job; the applicant must be muslim.  Males of other religions, or 



those of no religion, are not welcome in these jobs.  This is discrimination based on religious 
grounds.  It is concerning because, as more and more abattoirs are switching to halal-certified 
slaughter, people who are female and not muslim will not be able to be employed in these abattoirs. 

Another worrying aspect of Halal-certification on meat products is that when it is difficult to find 
NON-halal-certified meat/poultry, some other religions are being discriminated against.  People who 
follow Sikhism are not permitted to eat halal-certified animal products as it is against their religion.  
Many Christians also feel obligated to seek non-halal-certified meats because their holy book tells 
them they must not eat meat which has been offered to another god.  Since Muslim slaughtermen 
must pronounce a phrase dedicating the animal to their god allah as they cut its throat, Christians 
are also precluded from consuming halal-slaughtered meat.  Jews, similarly, must not eat meat 
slaughtered according to Sharia Law.

Nearly all beef, lamb and poultry products sold in major supermarkets are from halal-certified 
abattoirs.  Christians, Sikhs and anyone else who wishes to avoid halal-certified meats must do a 
great deal of research to find a butcher who sources their meat products from abattoirs which are 
not halal-certified. 

It is concerning that whilst muslims only make up about 3% of the Australian population, about 50% 
of lamb and beef and close to 80% of poultry is slaughtered according to Sharia law’s halal-
certification.  This seems very much like religious discrimination.

This problem does not occur with Kosher slaughter as they seem to only slaughter and sell to people 
within their own religion.  Their meat products are usually well marked so Jews can easily identify a 
product that has been prepared for their own religion.

This brings me to my next concern.

Unclear Labelling of Halal Certified Products

A person who wishes to avoid purchasing products that are halal-certified often finds this a very 
tricky and time-consuming endeavour.  I’ve read that ALL sugar, flour and nearly all milk/cheese 
products in Australia are halal-certified, yet most are not labelled or marked in any way to indicate 
this fact.  Where is the choice to NOT buy it, unless one chooses to simply not consume any of these 
products?  Those who do want to avoid halal-certification must do a lot of research by emailing and 
phoning companies to ask about their halal-certification status.  Many companies refuse to answer 
this question.

If a company choses to purchase halal-certification for their products I think it is only fair that they 
inform their potential customers of this fact.  

Just as someone may wish to avoid purchasing halal-certified products, how can a muslim know 
which products have been certified especially for their consumption if there is not clear labelling on 
the packaging?  It doesn’t make sense.

Unnecessary Certification of Naturally Halal Products



When one does some simple research into the holy book of muslims it becomes abundantly clear 
that the majority of products which carry halal-certification do not even need it.  These are just two 
verses from the Islamic holy book on the topic - 

“He has only forbidden you dead meat, and blood, and the flesh of swine, and that which has been 
dedicated to other than Allah. But if one is forced by necessity, without wilful disobedience, or 
transgressing due limits; then is he guiltless. For Allah is Oft-forgiving Most Merciful.” (Qur'an 2:173)

“I do not find, in what has been revealed to me, any food that is forbidden to eat except for 
carrion, flowing  blood or blood poured forth,  and  pork–for  that  is  unclean–or some deviance 
consecrated to other than Allah. But if anyone is forced to eat it, without desiring to or going to 
excess in it, your Lord is Ever-Forgiving, Most Merciful.” (Qur'an 6:145)

Products such as sugar, honey, eggs, pasta, flour and many more do not need to be halal-certified as 
they are already considered “halal” (permissible) under Sharia Law.  

What did Muslims Eat before Halal-Certification?

Halal certification was introduced in the 80s. Before that muslim people were still eating food. They 
seemed to get along alright before certification was invented.  Why is it necessary now, for anything 
other than meat? And why is increasingly becoming the norm rather than staying within the muslim 
communities, like Kosher certification stays within Jewish communities?

Where Does the Money Go?

There are, I’ve read, hundreds of Halal Certification authorities in Australia. In order to be 
completely “Halal” (permissible for muslims) many products require halal-certification at every stage 
of processing, including the transportation companies.  This means that by the time a leg of lamb is 
ready to be sold at the local supermarket the producers may have had to pay for halal-certified feed, 
halal-certified medication, halal-certified transport to the abattoir, halal-certification of the abattoir, 
halal certification of the transporter who takes the meat to the processing plant, halal-certification 
of the processing plant, halal-certification of the butcher or supplier…… and these certifications 
usually have to be paid by the month or, at the very least, renewed each year.  It doesn’t take much 
to figure out that this adds up to an enormous amount of money. The certifiers are of the muslim 
faith and the money collected through halal-certification fees seems to go to Islamic mosques. Halal 
certification, then, seeoms to only benefits islam, with funds going to islamic groups. Our money is 
being put through only one sector of charitable groups.

But where exactly does all the money, collected from businesses that pay for halal-certification, go? I 
think this should be investigated. 

I hope that you will carefully consider these concerns regarding the third party certification of food.
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Halal Certification Submission

The Muslim Community has certain dietary requirements that I understand and respect, but I don't 
agree with the certification schemes and how they are run.

The many things that I have read and heard about, would mean that these certifiers are guilty of 
multiple counts of extortion, and fraud. The things that I want to talk about are: 

• The Intended Purpose for These Certification Schemes
• Rules for Halal 
• Problems of Ritual Slaughter 
• The Lack of Labelling and Transparency
• Where Does the Money go?
• Using Halal to Fight Radicalism 

The Intended purpose for these certification schemes
Since the Muslim community has certain dietary requirements, meaning that there are certain things 
that they can't eat or consume, or at least try to avoid, the intended purpose of these certification 
schemes is to alleviate people concerns, ensuring that the product complies with Halal Rules, or that 
is what the general public is lead to believe. The first thing that makes me question the integrity of 
these Certifiers, and the Halal Industry in general here in Australia, is there there are about 20 or 
more certifying organisations in Australia, and they have varying and different standards and 
requirements, and a lot of these Certifiers are not even trusted by the Muslim community, that they 
don't make proper inspections, they just print out certificates for money, and these certificates only 
last one month, or quarterly, and a lot of companies pay thousands of dollars for each certificate. 

Rules for Halal
Since there are multiple Certifiers in Australia, that have different standards and requirements, the 
key or essential rules for Halal compliant products is that; it does not contain Pork, it does not 
contain carnivorous animals, there is not blood in the animal/meat/product, and it does not contain 
alcohol. There is one other rule that the animal upon slaughter needs to killed in a ritualistic manner, 
it is preferred but not required, because the Koran says that it is okay for Muslims to accept meat 
from Non-Muslims, as long as they say “Bismallah” before eating, which is no different from 
saying “Grace” before eating a meal.
Most of these rules apply to Meat and Poultry, and that many things by nature are already 
considered Halal, such as; Water, Milk, Honey, Fruit, Vegetables, Nuts, and the rules only apply to 
Human consumption, not Animal consumption.
The Certifiers also demand that in order for a product to be considered Halal, every part of the 
process from growing, to manufacture, to selling from the shops, need to be certified. That also 
includes the transportation at every stage, needs to be paying for Halal Certification, if at any point 
someone is not certified, the chain is broken and it is no longer considered Halal. Most things are 
considered naturally Halal, you only need to be concerned if a product is contains animal products. 
Why do they have to demand that Fruit, Vegetables and even Animal Feed need to be certified? 
When the rules of Halal only apply to Human consumption, and most things that are grown are 
naturally Halal. Why do they demand that the transportation needs to be Halal certified, when the 
drivers don't directly handle the food, and when I say directly handle, they are not preparing, 
packaging, or even cooking the food, they are only transporting it, because most of the time 
products are in sealed packaging. 
A well known story that we hear, is a chicken supplier was approached by an Imam to become Halal 
certified, so he could transport Halal Chicken to Halal Shops, he didn't need to change anything he 
only had to pay a monthly fee, when he refused, he gradually lost business because he wasn't paying 



Halal Fees, but his Van didn't violate Halal Requirements, he just wasn't paying, he eventually gave 
in, then the Imam said that; the fees have increased, he needs to pay for the time that he wasn't 
certified, and he had to pay a fine for not being Certified. That is Extortion, he was buying Halal 
Chicken from Halal Abattoirs, he was transporting them to Halal Shops and Restaurants, the 
Chicken that he transported was not being contaminated by Pork or Alcohol, because he didn't 
transport any of that, I assume the Chicken was in sealed packaging, he wasn't considered Halal 
because he wasn't paying the monthly fee, it is no different to paying protection money to gangs or 
the Mafia, and if you don't pay you get threatened and intimidated. This is one story that we hear 
about a lot, one story that we've heard, but how many times has this happened to other people and 
businesses that we don't hear about, how many other people and businesses have these Certifiers 
threatened and extorted. I don't see why the the transporters need to be certified, if you aren't 
directly handling the food, as in cutting, preparing or cooking the meat or food, you should not 
require certification, also if products in general don't contain animal products, or alcohol, it should 
not require certification, all manufacturers have to do is say on the packaging, where applicable, 
that their product does not contain these things, because under Consumer Law, if a company 
deceives consumers, they are liable for prosecution.
Another thing that some of the Certifiers demand is that only Muslims can handle the food, the only 
time I can see this rule applying is at the point of slaughter, other than that there shouldn't be a 
problem, if they have to demand that the transportation needs to be certified, the drivers the 
butchers, the cooks, the waitresses must be Muslim in order to be Halal, that is racism toward non-
Muslims, how does the food or product get contaminated, if there is no Pork or Alcohol in the 
kitchen, Food Safety standards are very strict and ensure that food is to be handled hygienically, and 
if a vendor complies with Halal rules and requirements, should the persons choice of religion make 
a difference, because the Koran says that it is okay for Muslims to accept food that is served and 
prepared by non-Muslims. Another story that I heard was about a truck company whose clients were 
bought out by competitors, and those competitors demanded that the transportation company obtain 
Halal Certification, when they tried, they failed and lost the contracts, and closed down, leading to 
truck drivers and vehicle mechanics without work. The reason they failed to obtain certification is 
because the company didn't employ Muslim drivers or mechanics, I'm not saying that the company 
would refuse to employ Muslims, but since they were not currently employing any, they didn't 
receive certification, therefore a company closed down, and people were out of work for racist 
reasons. 
One other thing that these certifiers demand, that businesses need to pay monthly fees, in order to 
be certified, and they vary between certifiers, but some of them charge thousands of dollars each 
month. What other organisation charges that much? I'm certain that the 'Australian Certified 
Organic', 'Australian Heart Foundation', 'Kosher' systems, at the most charge an annual fee, and it 
doesn't add up to tens or even hundreds of thousands of dollars, Halal certification sounds like a big 
cash grab to me. Then our export markets get hijacked, because they demand that the companies 
products are Halal certified or they would buy them. A few months ago Malaysia or Indonesia 
demanded that our abattoirs pay $27,000 a month in certification fees, and their official reason was 
“That competition is not good, otherwise it will weaken the Halal Market”, this is another case of 
extortion, on the international scale.    

Problems of Ritual Slaughter 
Halal meat is, is when the animal has been ritually slaughtered, meaning that the animal was killed 
while the abattoir recites a ritual in the name of Allah, but there are a few problems with this 
process. The first problem is that the animal is still concious when they get their throat cut, some 
cases they claim that they use the “reverse stun” method, but it has been scientifically proven that 
the animal regains conciousness after 20 seconds, meaning that the animal is awake and in pain 
while it bleeds out. This violates animal welfare laws, but when people have reported this to the 
RSPCA, their response was that they make exceptions for religious purposes, but I guess the big 
donation from the Halal certifiers had nothing to do with that though.



The second problem is that people of other religions such as Christians, Buddhists, and Jewish 
people can't eat it, because of the ritual slaughter, it says so in the Bible, that Christians should not 
eat meat that has been killed in the name of other Gods, and should try to avoid it. Though since 
most abattoirs produce Halal meat (ritually slaughtered meat), and the supermarkets and restaurants 
sell it, they are selling meat that discriminates towards most of the population. Since most people 
are oblivious to this fact, there hasn't been much uproar over this, but with more and more people 
talking about this, it is only a matter of time. 
Again the ritual slaughter of meat is not required to be Halal, it is preferred, but not required, they 
can pray over their meal before they eat and that would be sufficient.

The Lack of Labelling and Transparency
What is interesting is that a lot of products, shops, restaurants, venues, are Halal certified but they 
don't display the sign or symbol, but when it comes to the Heart Foundation, Australian Certified 
Oganic, Vegan, and Kosher, they proudly display the symbol on the product, although from all of 
the current controversy over the Halal Industry, a lot of companies have removed the Halal symbol 
from their products but are still paying certification fees. 
Some of the worst offenders of this is Coles and Woolworths, because they buy ritually slaughtered 
discriminatory meat, fails to clearly display signs to it, then orders and pressures their employees to 
play dumb if customers as about it. They will argue that once they open the product and it comes 
into contact with non-Halal products, it is no longer Halal, but that is irrelevant, the fact that they 
try avoid telling consumers that they are selling ritually slaughtered meat is what is unethical, and 
the ritual slaughter is the discrimination part, a lot of the fast food outlets are guilty of this as well. 
It's also interesting how Coles and Woolworths write their responses, when consumers make 
inquires, they claim that they don't Halal certify their 'Home Brand' products, but the companies 
that they outsource the manufacture of these products, they verbally pressured them to obtain Halal 
certification, otherwise they would replace them.
I find the lack of signage and transparency unethical, businesses and companies should do the right 
thing by the consumer and clearly display the symbol on their product, properly inform the 
customer, so they can an informed decision about what they choose to buy and not buy.

Where does the Money go?
A lot of these certifiers claim that the money raised is used for the benefit of the MuslimThe 
community, such as building Mosques and funding Islamic schools. Though the CEO of A.F.I.C. 
(Australian Federation of Islamic Councils), has openly admitted to becoming a Millionaire, by 
selling these certificates, and uses his earnings to buy his Wife shoes.
A lot of people are concerned that these certifiers are sending money to Terrorist organisations, 
Australian Intelligence Agencies aren't confirming this claim, but their exact words are “We can 
find no evidence or links to support this claim”, therefore they are not denying this claim either. 
Many Foreign Intelligence Agencies, as well as Foreign News Agencies say that the Halal Industry 
does provide funds to Terrorists, and numerous Islamic Charities have been found guilty of 
providing funds to Terrorists organisations such as “Hamas” and the “Muslim Brotherhood”. When 
you set up a complex web of financial transactions both electronic and physical, across borders and 
through Countries that governments have no authority, jurisdiction, or access to, it gets hard to trace 
where the money comes from and where it goes, this is how money laundering works.
The A.F.I.C. Provides funds to Islamic schools in Australia, but some of these schools have been 
found guilty of funnelling tax payers funds back to the A.F.I.C. What bothers me is that the A.F.I.C. 
collects money from selling Halal Certificates, donates to Schools, writes those donations off as a 
Tax deduction (a Tax avoidance strategy), and when the Australian Government gives public funds 
to those same schools, those schools then gives the Tax payers money that they received from the 
Government back to the A.F.I.C. Those schools were forced to pay the money back to the 
Government, but the A.F.I.C. tried to play the system, and where does the money come from, both 
from public funds and peoples everyday shopping. 



Using Halal to Fight Radicalism
Members of the Muslim Council as well as the larger Halal Certification Groups have suggested 
that they use funds to set up de-radicalisation programs, for Muslim Youths. This is in response to 
the public outcry over these Halal Certification Schemes, as well as the rising fear of home grown 
terrorists in Australia. I don't believe this for a second, firstly because these certifiers fund and run 
the Mosques, and they are known to have radical gatherings and meetings, especially in Lakemba, 
Channel 7 recorded some of these meetings, where they declare that they are setting up a caliphate 
to overthrow our government, and they have young children waving ISIS flags. Secondly, when 
Independent Senator Jacqui Lambi spoke out against the Halal Industry, not long after the Marin 
Place Siege, She received death threats, demanding that she stop opposing the Halal Industry, 
instead promote it, otherwise they would go to her office and cut her head off as well as members of 
her staff.
This idea of de-radicalisation programs has only been suggested by the Muslim community, in 
response to members of the public voicing their concerns, about people actually planning and 
attempting to commit acts of violence and bloodshed, and only after it is becoming a problem. I 
believe they are only suggesting the idea now, so that we will let our guard down, and ignore the 
problem, thinking that the Muslim community will fix it, but ignoring a problem doesn't solve or 
deal with it, it only allows it to fester and grow. I don't think they will put money into these de-
radicalisation programs or even set them up, because they are running radical gatherings in 
Mosques, Universities, and now there are school children radically preaching in the playground.
Last of all, there is no guarantee that these programs will even work if they are implemented, if 
someone gets spoon fed the idea that they will go to Heaven and get 70 Virgins, if they kill Infidels 
in the name of a God, and they are hell-bent on believing that, then you are going to have a hard 
time convincing them otherwise. Since there is no guarantee that these programs will even work if 
they are implemented, it's foolish to throw money at something that has little chance of success, and 
realistically it is more practical to exile the radicals, even if they become reformed they can be 
reformed in another country, because more than likely they will pretend to be reformed, and will 
only stab us in the back later.   

Conclusion
As I said in the beginning, that I understand and respect the dietary requirements of the Muslim 
community, but I don't agree with the Halal Industry, it appears to be a money making scam 
disguised as a charity organisation, that places unnecessary costs on businesses that get passed on to 
the consumer. The practices and standards of the Halal Industry are questionable, compared to other 
health organisations. The fact that they demand things that are naturally permissible to consume to 
be certified, as well as things other than human food is being certified, such as pet food and 
livestock feed, utensils, packaging, plastic containers, real estate, finance, the list goes on. Honestly 
it is redundant because, all a company has to do is say on their product that it does not contain 
animal products or alcohol nor was it used as apart of the manufacture of the product. When I walk 
through the shops, I see a lot of products have 'Vegan Friendly' symbols on it, meaning the product 
doesn't contain animal products. 
Companies should be made to properly label their products, and not hide it, so consumers can make 
an informed choice, on what they choose to buy and support. The Halal Certifiers need to have 
government regulations thrown upon them to stop their unethical practices.



ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 1270

Submission Details: Mr David Miller





SENATE  INQUIRY  INTO  FOOD  CERTIFICATION  SCHEMES

My  submission  relates  to  terms  of  reference  b,  c,  d  and  e.

To  whom  it  may  concern:

There  are  three  main  things  I  and  my  family  consider  when  buying  food.

The  first  and  quite  obvious  one  –  how  much  does  it  cost?  When  I  buy  my  bananas  
or  my  beef,  am  I  getting  value  for  money?

The  second  -  dietary  –  for  example,  is  it  low  fat,  or  low  salt,  or  low  sugar.  Does  it  
contain  traces  of  nuts?  As  some  people  are  allergic  to  this.  Or,  is  it  vegetarian?

The  third  –  does  it  link  to  some  values  I  might  hold,  or  something  I  think  is  
important?  For  example  where  was  it  made?  Or  another  example,  coffee:  there's  this  
certification  of  Fair  Trade  –  it  answers  questions  like,  do  the  producers  of  the  coffee  
get  paid  enough?  Answer:  Yes.  Was  child  labour  involved?  Answer:  No.  Continuing  
this  third  theme,  of  associating  food  purchases  with  a  “cause”  -  when  we  go  to  a  
fete  or  gathering  for  the  local  school  or  sports  club  or  church,  and  buy  a  sausage  
sandwich,  sometimes  it’s  because  were  hungry,  and  sometimes  also  because  we  want  
to  chip  in  and  support  that  particular  community  organisation.  Selling  food  is  a  quite  
common  way  of  fundraising.  By  virtue  of  where  you  buy  it  and  from  whom  you  are  
buying  it,  you  know  what  you’re  supporting.

Now  in  two  out  of  three  of  the  above,  there  are  rules  already  in  place.

The  first  one  -  Price  –  it  has  to  be  displayed  clearly  and  unambiguously.

The  second  one  -  Dietary  –  all  packaged  foods  have  to  be  labelled  to  show  clearly  
things  like  ingredients,  fat  content,  and  kilojoules  per  serve.

It’s  this  third  area  –  supporting  a  cause  –  which  I’m  going  to  focus  on,  because  
there  appears  to  be  no  clear  regulations  or  even  guidelines  on  how  foods  are  
labelled.  At  present,  I  believe  that  it’s  not  mandatory  to  show  information  on  
packaged  foods  about  ‘who  or  what’  third  party  you  are  supporting  by  buying  the  
food.

This  idea  of  ‘supporting  a  cause’  is  typically  used  as  a  part  of  marketing  the  food  to  
those  who  think  it’s  important  -  for  example  (as  above),  Fair  Trade  coffee.  Another  
typical  example  might  be  a  label  on  the  food  packaging,  something  like  "5c  from  
every  purchase  goes  to  supporting  the  Children’s  Hospital".

In  recent  years  there  appears  to  have  been  a  trend  for  third  parties  -  that  is,  some  
group  or  organisation  which  doesn’t  own,  produce  or  sell  the  food  –  to  sell  
‘certification’  or  ‘endorsement’  of  food.  One  example  is  the  ‘Heart  Foundation’  Tick,  



in  theory  it’s  supposed  to  give  the  impression  that  the  food  is  ‘healthy’,  in  practice,  
when  examined  closely,  the  ‘Heart  Foundation’  basically  just  sells  the  endorsement  
(my  view)  –  i.e.  the  right  to  put  its  label  on  the  food  packaging  -  to  raise  revenue.  
The  Heart  foundation  is  a  charity  and  it  has  worked  out,  that’s  a  good  way  to  raise  
funds.

Another  label  is  “Made  in  Australia”,  yet  another  is  “Kosher”,  this  last  one  is  
intended  to  tell  those  who  observe  the  Jewish  tradition  that  under  their  system  of  
values  and  beliefs,  it’s  ok  to  eat  that  food.  This  last  one  is  an  example  of  where  a  
religious  belief  is  of  some  significance  in  decision  to  buy  and  consume  the  food,  and  
labelling  informs  that  decision.

It  appears  that  other  religious  groups  have  cottoned  onto  this  idea  of  certification  
and  have  set  up  similar  certification  schemes  which,  on  face  value,  are  supposed  to  
inform  potential  customers  that  the  food  they  are  buying  conforms  to  their  religious  
values  and  beliefs.  However,  selling  the  certification  has  turned  out  to  be,  in  my  
view,  little  more  than  a  way  raise  revenue  to  support  a  religious  cause.

I  believe  that  costs  for  certification,  like  any  other  costs  associated  with  producing,  
transporting  and  selling  food,  are  ultimately  passed  onto  the  consumer  –  that’s  me  
and  my  family.

In  my  experience,  the  religious  certification  of  food  is  quite  often  not  labelled  or  
marketed  in  any  way,  or  is  very  difficult  to  discover.  So  ultimately,  when  we  buy  our  
food,  we  don’t  know  that  we  are  supporting  a  cause  or  a  religion.

My  understanding  is  that  a  significant  proportion  of  the  food  sold  in  Australia  is  
certified  by  religious  organisations  –  I  am  lead  to  believe  that  it  is  something  like  the  
following:

Products  from  generalists  like  Simplot,  Unilever,  Nestle,  Kraft  and  many  more
More  than  50%  of  abattoirs  processing  cattle
Over  60%  of  abattoirs  processing  sheep
Over  75%  of  poultry  suppliers
Products  from  the  four  major  dairy  companies

So  -  the  majority  of  meat  sold  in  Australia  for  eating,  appears  to  be  religiously  
certified.  To  be  certified,  my  understanding  is  that  the  animal  has  to  be  slaughtered  
in  a  particular  way  –  often  without  first  being  stunned  –  not  good  from  my  
perspective,  as  this  is  associated  with  unnecessary  and  avoidable  suffering,  for  the  
animal  being  slaughtered.

Then  there’s  the  question  of  who  performs  such  slaughter  –  in  order  for  the  meat  to  
get  the  religious  certificate,  the  man  –  and  that’s  who  it  has  to  be  -  has  to  be  a  



member  of  the  religion.  Then  there’s  the  way  the  animals  and  meat  are  transported  
–  the  transport  often  has  to  be  certified  as  well.

So  all  along  the  supply  chain  –  production,  slaughter,  handling,  transport  –  all  of  it  
has  to  be  religiously  certified.  Each  certification  costs  money.  This  is  in  addition  to  
the  religious  certification  appearing  to  create  a  tendency  towards  discriminatory  
employment  practices.

However:  there  is  often  little  or  no  labelling  on  the  food  packaging  to  inform  the  
buyer  of  the  religious  certification,  or  the  religious  cause  they  are  supporting  by  
buying  the  food.

In  this  case,  you  simply  don’t  know  what  cause  you  are  supporting.

Now  what  really  caught  my  attention  was  that  one  of  these  religious  certifiers  has  
made  public  boasts  –  aired  on  TV  –  that  he  has  become  a  millionaire  by  selling  
religious  certification  –  he  runs  a  private,  for-profit  certification  company.  Which  just  
reinforces  my  view  that  such  religious  certification  schemes  are  no  more  than  
exercises  in  revenue-raising.

To  me,  it  goes  against  the  principles  of  fairness,  transparency  and  freedom  of  and  
from  religion,  that  we  are  paying  religious  certification  fees  regardless  of  whether  or  
not  we  support  that  religious  cause;  and  that  the  certification  appears  in  at  least  one  
case  to  not  be  motivated  in  the  slightest,  by  religious  observance.

I  am  greatly  concerned  that  in  the  absence  of  any  clear  labelling  on  the  food  we  
buy,  my  family  and  I  are  unknowingly  supporting  a  religious  cause,  and/or  a  profit-
motivated  third  party  –  organisations  who  do  not  own,  produce  or  sell  the  food.  We  
cannot  make  informed  decisions  about  the  food  we  buy.

Food  is  a  necessity  of  life,  as  a  matter  of  principle  I  strongly  object  to  a  third  party  
imposing  what  amounts  to  hidden  levies  and  fees,  in  order  to  prop  up  their  bottom  
line.  I  want  to  know  who  and  what  I  am  supporting  when  I  make  food  purchases.  At  
present,  that  is  very  difficult  if  not  impossible  to  determine,  in  many  cases.  If  it’s  
good  enough  for  our  personal  income  tax  assessments  to  detail  where  our  taxes  are  
going  –  who  and  what  our  taxes  are  paying  for  -  then  the  same  principle  should  be  
applied  to  food  certification  schemes.

-- End of submission  --
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PLEASE WITHHOLD MY PERSONAL DETAILS

Third party certification of food
Senate Standing Committees on Economics
To: Senate Economics References Committee
I wish to express my opinion on third party Certification
Dear Sir/Madam,
For whatever reasons, I choose not to support products which are 
Halal or  Halal Certified.   As a older member of the community with 
ailing eyesight, it is increasingly difficult to  identify items 
suitable to purchase as Halal certification stamps vary considerably 
in size,symbol, position on the item and even language if mentioned 
at all. A consumer can only learn to appreciate this if they take up 
the challenge of avoiding all Halal certified products for a few 
weeks. Only a first hand experience in attempting to avoid 
supporting these products can convince someone of the difficulty as 
we are all expect as consumers to have this information plainly and 
easily available to we consumers.

For whatever reasons, I am concerned where the income from Halal 
Certification is directed. Although I try not to support Halal 
Certified products, because of the various non standardised 
labelling methods, mistakes are made and Halal Certified products 
are purchased mistakenly. In which case there is no way to find 
specifically where my supporting funds are being directed. Without 
plain, direct  and auditable information on cashflow,  corruption is 
an unnacceptable risk.

I note that Halal products are not compliant with various religious 
guidelines as being appropriate for support, so for many the impetus 
to avoid using Religiously compliant products is a significant 
factor in being able to identifiy where a product is appropriate for 
them and if originating from a non English speaking background the 
importancse of easy to read and understand labelling is important to 
them.

I suggest a plain letter "H"(or "K" or "A"ustralianmade, heart"T")  
with certifying  identity number, at least the size of any bar code 
and immediately adjacent to the bacode for all labelling  with a 
website dedicated to identifying where the funds are directed 
determined by the certifying number.

ph 
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As an Australian consumer I am frustrated and concerned by the practice of halal certification in this 
country.

This seems to be particularly significant in that it is “all inclusive” and does not readily allow for 
consumer choices to be made. Why should a general consumer have to support halal or any other 
doctrine without being given a choice?  The particular organisation/group-of-people that wants “special” 
practices to be implemented for their products should fund it themselves and not expect the rest of the 
community to do so. This applies especially to current Halal certification in this country and is not the 
same as Kosher practices – which continues to be thrown up as a parallel/same methodology.  There are 
numerous articles and information available in the public domain which supports this distinction.

I do not wish to support any brand that pays an Islamic religious “tax” to have their product halal 
certified. Less than 2% of this population is Muslim and I do not want to fund special religious rituals or 
political campaigns to increase the presence of Sharia Law in Australia for example. I am also concerned 
about possible animal cruelty in the halal slaughter process (again well documented and available in the 
public domain). The Koran does not stipulate anywhere that a product must undergo certification for it 
to be halal. 

Despite this many companies are paying for halal certification and not displaying it on their labels or 
even on their websites. Sometimes it is even difficult to get such information when calling the company 
directly. What can be done about making it law to display halal certification on labels so consumers can 
make informed choices about the products they buy?

Yours Sincerely,

Name withheld
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To the Economics References Committee for inquiry and report re third party certification schemes in Australia

Food certification schemes in Australia are an important factor for consumer choice and the consumer must access 
easy to understand labelling for all products of any certification scheme. Not only should this apply to GMO, organic, 
Kosher, Halal schemes but also include a mandatory, simplified system to enable consumers to identify the extent of 
product/ingredient country of origin, production and ownership. 

Since 1975 when the Lima Declaration called for a Plan of Action for the redistribution of world industry, nations 
have been expected to "restructure" their industries in order to deploy production capacity to developing countries. 
Australia has lost a lot of its industry in recent decades because of this. 

Many Australians want to buy local, to support local industry and employment in spite of ongoing global agenda’s, 
and as long as democracy exists, we want that choice to clearly remain. We need to be able to trust that certification 
schemes exist for the benefit of the consumer, with no hidden agendas.

Halal is one certification scheme of concern, which is greatly misunderstood by most Australians. Halal is an 
important part of sharia, Islamic law, and so it is acceptable for Muslims to want certification as consumers.

The Jews have Kosher certification, Kosher supermarkets etc. to meet their expectations and supply as consumers. 
Kosher products are made and labelled as separate product ranges, not interfering with those not wanting Kosher 
products. Herein lies one important issue with Halal.

How, in our democracy, can 2.5% of Australians demand the total population to pay for and be subject to, the Islamic 
religious application of Halal certification of most products on our supermarket shelves?  Halal is a divine obligation 
based on Quran and prophetic teachings [1], it is regarded as an act of worship. Many non-Muslims are puzzled 
during the Christian Easter period, as to why are HOT CROSS BUNS Halal certified (Coles bakery, IGA, Franklins) if 
Halal is Islamic worship? The certification process of Halal products is a recent addition to Islamic law, beginning in 
the 1960’s in USA, [2] that has created a booming income source for Islam. 

Research is essential. There is a plethora of information, history and facts readily available that clearly reveal the 
truth behind this issue, and below are some quotes direct from Muslim sources that very clearly identify, an 
intensifying agenda.

The closing statement of the special meeting against Non-Muslim interference to Halal issues, held in Istanbul 13th -
14th June 2015 as posted on http://alummahworld.com  ,  declared, 

[2] we remind that Halal is a pure Islamic term and since we will never accept praying behind a non-
Muslim, we will not accept non-Muslims’ audits, inspections, testimonies, accreditations and certification 
pertaining to Halal and such certification documents that might be issued by non-Muslim entities will be rejected.

From http://worldhalalcouncil.com 

[3] for certification of international companies, we must push them to accept and follow Halal 
requirements in all their production plants worldwide, not in one particular place. Because, otherwise, Muslims 
may be deceived by greedy companies. How?

[4] all respected international certifiers should become members of one reliable umbrella organization.

[5] umbrella organization should work above country or government politics 

(clearly meaning Islamic law is their highest authority, over and above ANY other.)

[6] The Supreme Islamic Council of Halal Meat in Australia Inc. “ S.I.C.H.M.A.” states in its constitution the 
organization shall be non-profit religious organization dedicated to the promotion of Islamic religion, culture and 
principles with the following objectives:

 Co-ordination and supervision of the production of Halal meat and other food products so that it is 
strictly in accordance with Islamic Shariah, for the benefit of Muslims in Australia and abroad. 

http://alummahworld.com/
http://worldhalalcouncil.com/


 To appoint slaughter men, supervisors and other individuals essential to the carrying out of the 
functions of the council or its members.

 To unify Muslims of Australia from diverse background for the cause of Islamic Dawah [10]                   
(“the means by which Muhammad began spreading the message of the Quran to mankind”)

 To acquire property to fulfil religious needs of new Muslim generation

 [7] The booming Halal industry is expected to grow from about $1 trillion in 2012 to a $1.6 trillion 
industry by 2018, according to DinarStandard, a research firm specializing in Muslim markets.

 [8]Halal certification did not stop at food products. It is also important in non-food products including 
personal care, cosmetics, utensils, fashion and clothing, shoe’s,  animal and poultry feeds, packaging 
materials such as tin cans, drums, bottles and the like which are in contact Halal quality 
products…includes services such as logistics, hotels, restaurants, …and production of raw material. 

 [9] the World Halal Council has stated, participants expressed their solidarity regarding Islamic position 
on non-Muslims governance of Halal and unanimously rejected any interference of non-Muslims or non-
Muslim governments in Halal certification and Halal standards. “ It is and illegal act which will have 
serious impacts on Muslim religious freedom of worship and right of regulating their own and pure 
religious affairs by themselves”

*Question, what about the religious freedom of non-Muslims, the freedom to choose?

The evidence is very clear that Halal certification is a booming $1 trillion+ p/a cash cow for Islam and 
Islamic faith projects itself as the only true religion, above all reproach, thus claiming the world for Allah. 

Remember, the Jews are content for ample Kosher product for their own people. But Halal requires ALL product to 
be certified, and it cannot be denied, there is a religious money making agenda here and it is clear from the above 
quotes. 

It is said that exporters require Halal certification to gain export markets. Valid point. But why does the total local 
market have to purchase Halal product, when about 2.5% are Muslim? Of the 70% of Australian chicken that is Halal 
slaughtered, apparently less than 5% is exported.  There needs to be 2 product ranges to cater for Muslim and non-
Muslim consumers, both with clearly identifiable labelling so both groups can exercise choice.  If this is solution were 
to be rejected by Muslims, a sinister agenda is definitely exposed. 

Plans are in play for there to be a Muslim abattoir built, when existing meatworks are paying Halal certification fees 
and required to employ Muslim slaughtermen.

*Can you please reveal how many non-Muslim meatworkers, supervisors and delivery men have lost their 
jobs to Muslims?

As we see above, the Halal certified product range is now much more than food, how secure are the jobs of non-
Muslims in areas of personal care, cosmetics, fashion and clothing, shoes,  animal and poultry feeds, packaging, 
delivering, materials, services such as logistics, hotels, restaurants, tourism …and production of raw material? If Halal 
certifiers push to employ only Muslims in these areas to prevent contamination by non-Muslims, this is a direct act of 
discrimination, and a cunning ploy to entrench Shariah law into our society.

* Is there any protection for non-Muslim workers in meatworks against this discrimination, because it will 
certainly spread to the other industries mentioned. 

*And where please is the $1 trillion going, can we be sure it’s not supporting terrorism?

My motive for writing this submission is not one of hate or unsubstantiated fear. Muslim people are welcome in our 
wonderful country as are people from countless nations, it’s a simple matter of integration, not segregation.



Australia must never allow the introduction of another culture’s law that opposes ours. Halal certification is a part of 
such a divisive law. Let it be accessed by the Muslim community, but never impose the practise of Islamic worship 
upon the greater 97% of no-Muslim Australia. As increasing numbers of consumers are resisting the purchase of 
Halal certified product, and resisting the brazen push of Islam to eventually dominate this nation, an ugly divide is 
brewing, which must be nipped in the bud.

I appeal to you, to this enquiry,
* to recommend clear, mandatory certified product labelling, 
* to establish transparency as to where the Halal certification fee’s go
* to insist producers create both Halal AND non Halal products with adequate volumes to service both    

markets, not blanket supply Halal certified product to both Muslim and Non-Muslim consumers.

Anyone and everyone leading our nation, involved in establishing laws, legislation, in fact involved in 
addressing Islamic/Muslim issues of any form of nature, please, please, please, ………RESEARCH before you speak or 
put pen to paper.
 Thankyou for this opportunity to express what is important to many silent Australians. Truly, our children’s future is 
at risk.
Sincerely 

 Glenn Davis
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Submission: Inquiry into third party certification of food 
From: Peter Ranford. 

Dear Committee members,

I am pleased to take this opportunity to raise my concerns about Certification 
of foods. This submission is my modest attempt to articulate some of the 
major grievances regarding Islamic Halal Certification Industry (a religious 
compliance certification industry).

I will address only one form of religious food Certification in this submission.
I particularly hope that the inquiry can dispassionately examine the issue fairly 
putting ethics and consumers (of all religions and persuasions) rights and 
freedoms ahead of corporations’ financial interests.
I have been dismayed at that stance of some prominent politicians that are 
little more than proselytizing for a Minority Religion. It is not the job of 
government to "educate" us about Islam. I doubt that many in the Government 
have studied the Quran fully.

Before the Australia government acquiesce to demands from a sector of 
society, to conform our laws to their religious laws I ask the committee to 
consider that a full understand of the Quranic doctrine of Halal and Haram 
and a familiarity with the doctrine of Zakat and Jizya is essential in order to 
evaluate the conformity of the Halal industry to the requirement of Muslims 
and Non Muslims alike. The Islamic community has developed Halal 
Certification only in modern times and it is still evolving. This does not square 
with the Quran yet we don't ask should it be beyond the laws of Nation 
States? Anecdotal evidence suggests that they are still making it up as they 
go, and the agenda is not purely the convenience for Muslims, but profiteering 
from all commercial activity and at as many stages of the supply chain as 
possible.

A vast array of Naturally Halal products, which includes anything not 
specifically named by Allah as Haram, MILK, FRUIT, VEGETABLES, and so 
on, are naturally Halal and these do not need to have certification, as this 
would imply that they are otherwise Haram.
This is clearly forbidden in the Quran. 

Apparently Allah (or Muhammad) foresaw the potential for profiteering.
Quran 16: 116 and 117
Yusuf Ali
But say not - for any false thing that your tongues may put forth,- "This is 
lawful, and this is forbidden," so as to ascribe false things to Allah. For 
those who ascribe false things to Allah, will never prosper.
(In such falsehood) is but a paltry profit; but they will have a most grievous 
Penalty.

This spring to mind when I discover that my milk, bread, sugar, cheese, 
chocolate, water, fish etc. is surreptitiously HC (no HC label or hidden HC 
label) and yet the producer is paying for the certification.



 Right to freedom of conscience (Religion practice and belief).
 
I have always been of the impression that right of conscience is an immutable 
human right enshrined in the UN declaration of that name, and I have been 
told of sections of the Australian Constitution, which also formalizes such 
notions.
 
 
Objections to purchasing or consuming Halal Certified products.
 
There are many reasonable reasons one might object to Halal and all 
objections are valid under the principle of right of conscience.
 

 It may contravene my religious principles or my personal 
philosophical/moral/political sensibilities.

 Likelihood of contributing to funds that may enrich private businesses.
 Contributing to funds for organizations of which one disagrees with or 

opposes strongly.
 Directly or indirectly funding the Promotion of a Religion, though 

proselytizing (Dawah) in Australia and Overseas.
 Directly or indirectly funding Islamic places of worship.
 Funding Jihad by entities both overtly and covertly hostile to all Non 

Islamic peoples, and secular government.
 Encouraging the expansion of Halal to encompass even greater 

saturation of wider range of foods and non-food product and services 
to become Halal and Sharia compliant.

 Promoting cruelty to animals
 Objection to partaking or food that has been dedicated to Allah.
 Encouraging discrimination in the work place on the basis of religion or 

gender. 

 

These concerns and others may be opinion, conviction, perceived, suspected 
or hard proven fact, but regardless are all legitimate reasons to choose not to 
purchase Halal Certified products.
 
Muslims have the right to choose to eat food prepared in the way that is fitting 
to there personal choice and Halal Certification should be designed to give 
them that choice, without impinging on the rights of the remainder of society.

A proposed solution would be approximate the following. 

Meat Products and by products.

 Mandatory label for Halal Slaughtered meat RS (Religious slaughter) 
No fee permitted. (HC Authority to oversee slaughter, with the view to 
receiving remuneration only upon the issuing of HC or ASHC)



 Optional HC (Halal Certification) label with fee payable to the HC 
Authority. (a commercial entity, no tax exemption and working with 
strict transparent regulation)

 For Export Government employed Halal inspectorate can review the 
conformability of the RS production and issue ASHC (Australian 
Standards Halal Certificate.) 

The market will deter over charging and over production of HC as this will not 
be commercially advantageous. Muslims would be the major part of the 
customer base, for HC.  

A very important condition of HC must be that at point of sale the product 
must be declared halal certified (Labeled or in specially marked section, such 
is with Kosher). 
Hiding the nature of the product is equivalent to false advertising.   

Implication of this is that a customer will know form a HS mark or label that 
the animal was slaughtered in compliance with the religious method.
And with the HC mark or label in addition the Muslim customer with know if 
and which authority is certifying the meat as Halal. The customer will know 
that the authority has received a payment for this. 

Naturally Halal products.  (paid HC PROHIBITED) 

A free NH (Naturally Halal) stamp maybe applied for on confirmation of 
content. Otherwise clearly state on the package “this product contains no 
Alcohol, blood or meat products” knowledgeable Muslims will know if the 
product is Halal for them or not, they just need to read the ingredients.

Prohibition of paid HC on all products, especially staples, which contain no 
Haram ingredients.

Currently staples such as wheat flour and sugar are almost monopolized 
totally by HC producers. This is unacceptable.

Exporter to Muslim Country’s may apply for NH ASHC Naturally Halal 
Australian Standards Halal Certificate, Government inspectors at nominal 
cost. See above: ”Meat and Meat Products”

 A final note.

 I would like to express just how much angst this is causing in the community 
and it is very divisive. The Islamic community is surprisingly quiet on this issue 
and it maybe that there is an embarrassed agreement that this is not an 
acceptable state of affairs. The main noise is coming for the left of politics and 
advocates of multiculturalism that see any objection to Halal as racist and 
xenophobic, but they are blind to the skewed and disproportionate 
accommodation we are forced to make at our expense. 
The premise of the defenders of the current systems is that reforming and 



regulating the Halal industry to create a equitable and transparent system 
would somehow incite greater “Islamophobia” and racial division. I say no, 
quite the opposite resentment will only grow if action is not taken. Stop 
encouraging the division of society into two camps Australians and Muslim 
Australians.

I ask that you deliberate with wisdom and fairness, and I hope that the 
outcome will bring us a step in the right direction.

Thanks for your attention.
Peter Ranford.
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From:  
Sent: Friday, 31 July 2015 12:50 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third Party Certification. Please do not publish my name and address.
 
To the Committee,

I would like to submit my objection to the halal certification scheme and my expectation
 that in the interests of non-Muslim Australians the government will stop this
 unreasonable scheme or at the very least make labeling compulsory. I do not wish my
 hard earned money to be used to fund the spread of Islam.

This is a passage from the quran that proves how unnecessary the scheme is and that
 Muslims managed to survive for 1400 years without it.

Sura 5.5
This day [all] good foods have been made lawful, and the food of
 those who were given the Scripture is lawful for you and your food is
 lawful for them. And [lawful in marriage are] chaste women from
 among the believers and chaste women from among those who were
 given the Scripture before you, when you have given them their due
 compensation, desiring chastity, not unlawful sexual intercourse or
 taking [secret] lovers. And whoever denies the faith - his work has
 become worthless, and he, in the Hereafter, will be among the losers.

In the interests of safety, please do not publish my name and address

Your sincerely 
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From: Ethan Smith  
Sent: Friday, 31 July 2015 12:52 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Food
 
Stop the halal   for the love ofgod
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31st July 2015 

A submission to the Senate Economics References Committee        
pursuant  to the terms of reference published on 13 May 2015                                   

and relating to Third Party Certification of Food and in accordance  
with section 16 of the Parliamentary Privileges Act 1987. 

 

Thank you for this opportunity to raise concerns over halal certification in Australia. 

I have been researching the halal certification industry in Australia since 2010. What began as a 
desire for a personal shopping list has developed into a very time consuming website, phone app, 
shopping guide and social media awareness campaign. For more information about what I do please 
visit www.halalchoices.com.au  

This is a detailed and comprehensive submission that attempts to address the Terms of Reference 
and give specific examples of difficulties within the halal certification industry in Australia. It includes 
examples, concerns, opinions, questions and recommendations. 

The overall and dominant position I hold is this: 

I do not want Islamic religious practices imposed  

upon me and I do not want to not fund these  

practices with my everyday grocery purchases. 

 

 

I value and believe in the democratic and free society we enjoy in Australia. I value and believe in 
freedom of religion. For example, Muslims have the right to eat halal. Jews have the right to eat 
Kosher. I have a problem though when one religion, or religious practice, is imposed upon me and 
leaves me with little or no choice. I am also opposed to funding someone else’s religious practices. It 
is my assertion that halal certification practices are in fact imposed upon me and our society and I 
will show you how through this submission. 

 

Please note: I have included very sensitive information, emails and screen shots in this submission. I 
have genuine concerns that I will face intimidation and threats as a result of some of this 
information. 

 

 

http://www.halalchoices.com.au/
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SUMMARY 

 

This is a summary of the report according to the Terms of Reference: 

 

Introduction (p.5) 

 

a) the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not limited to, 
schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and general food safety 
certification schemes; 

i) Halal certification is often hidden, the others are not. (p. 11) 

ii) It extends way beyond food, and companies are paying for certificates to state the 
obvious, ie, paying fees on products that are naturally halal. (p. 11) 

iii) There are no regulations or recognised qualifications for halal certifiers. There are also   
numerous examples of intimidation and harassment. (p. 21) 

iv) The extent of halal certification goes way beyond the domestic demand. Fees are paid on 
products, a great deal of them sold and marketed domestically, where the target group of 
Muslims is less than 3% of the population. (p.24) 

v) There is confusion, inconsistencies and deception regarding halal certification. 
Intimidation and harassment also occurs. This results in more products being halal certified 
than is necessary. (p.27) 

 

b) current labelling requirements of food certification schemes; 

Most products which have paid halal certification fees are not clearly labelled which greatly 
diminishes choice for those opposed to funding halal certification. It means both Muslim and 
non-Muslim consumers are unable to make an informed decision at the point of sale. (p.38) 

 

c) the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees; 

i) Religious Discrimination (p. 40) 

ii) Halal = Sharia:  Many Australians are completely opposed to Sharia Law in any form (p. 42) 

iii) Profits go to Islamic mosques, schools and charities which is against the desire and choice 
of many consumers. (p. 44) More details in e) iv) 
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d) whether current schemes provide enough information for  consumers to make informed 
purchasing decisions: 

i) Most of the major brands in Australia are paying halal certification fees and yet do not 
clearly mark it on the labels. (p. 45) 

ii) Different stages of production pay halal fess but it is not marked on the end product. 
(p.45) 

 

e) details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and the 
potential for these to impact on prices for consumers; 

i) More than 70% of chicken is halal certified, yet less than 3% of Australians are Muslim 
consumers. Less than 5% is exported (mostly to non-Islamic countries). There is a major 
discrepancy here. (p.52) 

ii) How much red meat is actually destined for Muslim consumers? Is it proportional? Does 
supply far outweigh demand? (p.52) 

iii) Determining real costs of halal certification is difficult because of secrecy and 
inconsistencies. (p. 53) 

iv) Where do the profits from certification fees end up? 

1) Islamic Mosques and schools (p.54) 
2) Islamic Charities (p. 59) 

v) Some overseas Islamic organisations claim halal certification should be free of charge     
(p. 70) 

 

f) the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and returns to 
producers; 

 i) Supply exceeds demand, excessive fees and allegations of bribery.  (p. 73) 

ii) The fact is there are many non-meat products successfully sold in overseas Islamic 
markets that do not have halal certification. (p.74) 

iii) An example of bullying – Emirates and Fleurieu Milk (p. 74) 

iv) Animal cruelty – halal slaughter and live trade (p.75)  
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g) the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including, but not 
limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any related matters. 

i) Allegations of corruption, bribes, threats and more (p.76) 

ii) Defiance of some Muslims to accept any outcomes of this inquiry (p.85) 

 iii) Corruption in AFIC and more (p. 89) 

iv) Other countries have one main government registered or controlled halal certification 
body and most are not for profit, Australia has at least 33. (p.91) 

v) How are our pork, alcohol, finance and defence industries affected? (p.95) 

 

Conclusion and Recommendations (p.96) 

 

Appendix 1: Email correspondence with  from  (p. 100) 

Appendix 2: 32 pages of George Weston certificates (p.112) 

Appendix 3: Number of slaughterers in a chicken factory (p.145) 

Appendix 4: Halal Guide (Halal Helpline) (p.146) 

Appendix 5: Email exchange between  from  and myself. 
(p. 157) 

Appendix 6: Rude and intimidating Facebook posts made by the owner of the Halal 
Certification Authority (p. 177) 

Appendix 7: Khutba on halal certification -  A sermon by an Imam against certification 
(p.188) 

Appendix 8: Islamic Charities: Facing facts (An Australian View from Sharia Finance Watch 
Contributor Dave Clark) (p. 195)  

Appendix 9: Non-disclosure policies (p 200) 

 

 

 

 



5 
 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 

Many people who speak out against halal certification are being labelled as racist or bigots. I have 
never heard someone who criticises the Catholic Church labelled a racist or a bigot; that would be 
absurd. It also seems well understood that to criticise Nazi’s does not equate to hating all Germans. 
It is not considered bigotry. Speaking out against communism is not seen as an attack on Chinese or 
North Korean people. You would certainly be seen as an idiot to call anti-Communism “racism”. And 
yet, anyone who wants to discuss the religious political ideology known as Islam is shouted down 
with ridiculous name calling. Why is Islam as a subject untouchable and off-limits, and yet we can 
reasonably discuss and criticise Catholicism, Communism or Nazism? 

Each one of you who voted for or agreed to this inquiry is called a ‘bigot’ by the owner of the Halal 
Certification Authority in Australia. I find it completely unacceptable that a religious leader and so-
called “authority” thinks this is a reasonable comment to post on social media: 

 

(From the Boycott Halal in Australia, No Way facebook page 21/6/2015) 
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Take note that this inquiry was voted for by 33 other elected politicians besides Senator Bernardi. 
There are reasonable and genuine concerns about this industry and this inquiry is necessary to begin 
to address some of these concerns. He posted the following on his personal facebook page 
15/5/2015. Mr Elmouelhy has been asked to reproduce this so-called email but has failed to do so. 

 

 

 

 

He also thinks this inquiry is a sham and will have no consequences: 
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Mr Elmouelhy also tries to intimidate and harass others with ridicule. He clearly does not take this 
inquiry seriously: 

 

 

Muslims Australia are also against rational discussion and would rather name-call and shut down 
intelligent debate. Mr Hafez Kazeem, President of Muslims Australia (AFIC) recently wrote that 
consumers opposed to halal certification are ‘bigots’,  ‘abnoxious’ (I think he meant obnoxious) and 
it is a apart of ‘Islamophobic hysteria.’: 
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This kind of behaviour is not conducive to consumer confidence. It is simply rude, arrogant and 
dismissive of genuine concerns. Halal certified products are no more ‘clean’ or ‘green’ than other 
products that are not subject to religious fees. 

My submission is not about racism (Islam is not a race), nor is it about bigotry. I have specific 
concerns about halal certification and Islam in Australia and I am very appreciative of the democratic 
process now underway to ensure this discussion is had. 

I want to discuss the relevance of Halal certification to everyday non-Muslim Australians. To this 
point we have anywhere between 30,000- 100,000 visitors a month to the website 
www.halalchoices.com.au . We have over 17,000 followers on Facebook.  This suggests to me there 
is a significant amount of people concerned about these issues. (I understand Boycott Halal in 
Australia has over 80,000 followers). There is a large spectrum on which people could be placed 
regarding opposition to halal certification. I have endeavoured to give most people a platform to 
discuss and present their concerns over the past 5 years. I do not agree with every assertion or 
position but I feel it is important people are heard and their concerns and questions are taken 
seriously. As a result of this I have been falsely accused, taken to court, and ridiculed, often with no 
real conversation happening about the concerns and questions raised. I am looking forward to the 
opportunity this inquiry offers in response to this. 

Please keep this in mind as you read my submission. Imagine if it were discovered tomorrow that the 
Rev Fred Nile MP (or Cardinal George Pell) had been growing rich from a certification scheme on 
products from food to pharmaceuticals to cosmetics. Imagine if it were discovered he went around 
to companies charging fees for inspections and often times praying over the product to make it 
permissible for some of his followers to eat. Imagine if he started calling all his detractors ‘racists’ 
and ‘bigots’ because they objected to his fee.  Imagine if he were able to drag them to court in an 
attempt to protect his certification scheme.  

Can you imagine the media criticising and mocking anyone who objected to Mr Nile (or Mr Pell) 
becoming a millionaire from such practices? Can you imagine the media publishing articles about 
how good it is Mr Nile gives to right-wing-fundamental causes with your grocery dollars without you 
knowing about it? Of course not, that would never happen, nor should it. 

There would be outrage expressed by members of Parliament, companies and consumers all over 
the country because they don’t want their money going to make Mr Nile a millionaire. There would 
be an outcry because they don’t agree with Mr Nile’s political agenda or his religious practices. 
Everyone would demand transparency and disclosure – and they would get it. 

 It sounds ridiculous but that is exactly what is happening with halal certification. No one in Australia 
would tolerate such a scheme if it were perpetuated by right-wing, fundamental Christians (or the 
mafia, or Nazi’s or Communists). And yet, we seem to live in this politically correct bubble which 
makes it taboo to criticise Islam but you can criticise just about anything else. And because we 
demand a choice and transparency in this industry we are called racist and bigots.  

One supporter summed it up very well: 

"If I choose to purchase an Australian product instead of a Chinese product, no media will call me a 
bully or a racist. If I choose a local product over an interstate product, no media will call me a bigot. 

http://www.halalchoices.com.au/


9 
 

If I choose cruelty free over factory farming no media will write an article calling me intolerant. I'm 
free to read labels and make a choice. But when I choose not to fund the halal industry I'm a bully, a 
racist, a bigot etc, etc, etc. My money, my choice? Only when it suits the media." 

Thank you for holding this inquiry. Thank you for taking these submissions seriously. Thank you for 
your careful consideration of the issues raised by the Australian public, companies and certifiers. 

 

Yours Sincerely, 

 

Kirralie Smith 

Director of Halal Choices Australia 

(and Australian consumer, wife and mother of 3) 
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Submission to the Third Party Certification of Food Inquiry 

 

Organised according to the Terms of Reference: 

 

a) the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not 
limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and 
general food safety certification schemes; 
 

I am not concerned with Organic certification. As far as I am aware the profits go back in to the 
industry for development and growth, as well as covering the expenses associated with conducting 
the certification. I am not aware of it being an extremely lucrative business opportunity to make 
profits from people who don’t want organic produce. It is not hidden and it targets a very specific 
group of consumers. If I don’t want organic it is easy to avoid. It is clearly labelled or separated in the 
supermarket, or it needs to be sought out at farmers markets. 

As a consumer I do not have a problem with Kosher. It is usually clearly labelled or in a separate 
section of the supermarket, so I have a choice. It is a specific certification that is primarily paid for by 
Jewish consumers and it is not imposed upon others as it is clearly labelled or in a separate section 
altogether. Some Kosher organisations have also indicated they subsidise the cost of certification. 
Often Kosher products cost more and the cost is borne, as a choice, by the consumer.  

I also understand there is a strict and comprehensive regulation around who is qualified to certify 
products as Kosher in the Jewish community. Any profits may indeed assist the Jewish community. 
My understanding is that this is not outrageously profitable at this point. I am not concerned 
personally about this as I have a choice whether or not to support Kosher. If I do choose it I am not 
concerned as I believe the Jewish community is well integrated into Australian culture and supports 
the laws, values and morals of a free and democratic nation. No ‘top cops’ or anyone else is losing 
sleep over the threat of possible Jewish terrorists in Australia 
http://www.couriermail.com.au/news/queensland/terrorist-groups-social-media-posts-keeping-
queenslands-top-cop-awake-at-night/story-fnn8dlfs-1227406525004  

 

GM does concern me and I believe it needs to be clearly labelled. I am concerned about tampering 
with the natural order of food and farming practices and I believe it will have far reaching 
consequences. However that is not the focus of my submission. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.couriermail.com.au/news/queensland/terrorist-groups-social-media-posts-keeping-queenslands-top-cop-awake-at-night/story-fnn8dlfs-1227406525004
http://www.couriermail.com.au/news/queensland/terrorist-groups-social-media-posts-keeping-queenslands-top-cop-awake-at-night/story-fnn8dlfs-1227406525004
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Halal certification is my primary concern because: 

 

i) Halal certification is often hidden, the others are not. 

 

In Australia there are many different kinds of certifications that companies can pay for. In nearly all 
cases it is a deliberate part of their marketing strategy to target a particular group of consumers. For 
example Organic certification is for the healthy and environmentally conscious consumer. Kosher is 
for the Jewish consumer. In nearly all cases the certification is clearly marked so the targeted 
consumer group is aware that the product is aimed at them. These certifications are not hidden, nor 
are they profiting from the wider market who do not want to pay more for these certifications. The 
curious thing is that halal certified products are not usually clearly marked on labels. In fact, the 
certification is often hidden or very difficult to find. How does the consumer, either Muslim or non-
Muslim know that this product is suitable? Where is the choice? Why is it hidden? Why are non-
Muslim consumers subject to these certifications? 

 

ii) Halal certification extends way beyond food and companies are paying for certificates to 
state the obvious, ie, paying fees on products that are naturally halal.  

 

The extent of halal certification on products is very great.  A number of us have contacted 
approximately 1000 brands or companies sold in Australia over the past 5 years. We are currently 
aware of approximately 600+ products/companies that pay for halal certification. Halal certification 
is not just limited to food. There are examples of halal certified cutlery, tampons, packaging, 
transport, elevators, buildings, public BBQ’s and more. 

The extent of halal certification is wide spread, with the industry hoping to permeate even more in 
the near future. 

Why does it seem to have boomed in recent years? I suggest that many companies are actually 
ignorant when it comes to whether or not their product actually requires halal certification. A 
number of companies early on in my research admitted they didn’t realise that tea, salt, white milk, 
etc was naturally halal and Muslims would purchase their product with or without the certification. 

The following is typical of many of the Islamic website’s information on halal. This example comes 
from the Islamic Coordinating Council of Victoria’s website: http://www.iccv.com.au/index.htm  

http://www.iccv.com.au/index.htm
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Despite this, companies such as Parmalat, Lucky Nuts (Select Harvest), Capilano Honey and more are 
paying halal certification fees, even though Muslim consumers are permitted to buy their products 
without certificates because the products are naturally halal. 

There is also pressure for the whole chain to become halal certified. Not only is food halal certified 
but many other products as well. For example Dr Hani Mazeeni of Kuwait (food scientist and halal 
specialist https://azkahalal.wordpress.com/ ) presented this during a conference in Spain March 
2015: 

 

He goes on to say: 

https://azkahalal.wordpress.com/
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Many companies, primary producers, logistic companies and more are paying halal fees despite the 
fact that here in Australia the end product is consumed by less than 3% of our population who are 
Muslims. These fees do not increase or ensure better quality, food safety or hygiene – they are 
simply religious fees. 

Mr Elmouelhy of the Halal Certification Authority of Australia says that fees must be paid even if the 
ingredients are already halal! Why should non-Muslim consumers and Australian business who are 
already under financial strains have to pay fees to state the obvious about their products? 
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Many websites report similar things, most notably, that the extent of halal certification goes way 
beyond food, and way beyond what the Qur’an actually stipulates as halal. It is now much more than 
an Islamic religious practice, it is a very lucrative money making scheme. The following are just a few 
quotes taken from Islamic websites about the extent of halal certification (there are many more if 
you care to see them): 

“Many reports on the Halal market focus on meat, but products sold under the Halal label cover 
virtually every agri-food product plus non-food products such as cosmetics. For instance, a very wide 
range of products are labelled Halal in Malaysia such as sauces, bottled water, tea, coffee and fruit 
drinks.” http://www.daganghalal.com/HalalInfo/WorldOfHalal.aspx  

“Previously, many people believed halal concerned only the way in which animals were slaughtered, 
but it is rapidly developing from a purely religious requirement into a lifestyle that is fast expanding 
into non-traditional areas, from food and beverages into cosmetics; finance; pharmaceuticals; 
insurance; real estate; fashion; travel and hospitality.” 
http://muslimvillage.com/2011/03/08/9231/serving-the-expanding-halal-ecosystem/  

“The realm of Halal certification has evolved from just meat and poultry to cover downstream 
processed goods such as dairy, confectionary, personal care and medicine. The realm has now 
extended beyond products into services. Logistics service providers are now clamouring to be Halal 
certified as they realise their vital role in ensuring a Halal supply chain. Laboratories are offering 
their services to support testing of products for Halal compliance.” 
http://www.worldhalalforum.org/download/WHF%202012%20Post-Event%20Report%20-
%206%20June%202012%20-%20LORES.pdf  

“The discussion on Halal has evolved over the years. What started off as being a debate on the 
method of slaughter has developed into finding solutions on integrating a complex supply chain.”  
And “We have adopted an all-inclusive approach on the development of a Halal eco-system which is 
not just focusing on the production of Halal goods but also looking into providing Halal related 
services which include Islamic banking and finance, logistics, healthcare and tourism.” 
http://www.worldhalalforum.org/download/WHF2013_post_event_report.pdf  

 

These attitudes, concepts, motives and deliberate initiatives have serious implications here in 
Australia. This can potentially affect primary producers, manufacturers, investors and retailers in 
ways we can only begin to comprehend. For example this could mean the grain the cattle eat is halal 
certified, so is the trough it eats out of, the farm it lives on, the drenches and medicines used, the 
vehicles it is transported in, the abattoir it is slaughtered in, the packaging it is packed in, the 
transport again and finally the shop it is sold in! There can be absolutely no pork or alcohol 
anywhere along the chain despite the fact many cleaning and packing products may contain these. 
And the financing all the way would have to be Sharia compliant (no investment in pork, alcohol or 
Australian Defence Forces). 

So even though a product  and its ingredients are halal, companies are being pressured into paying a 
fee to state the obvious. 

 

http://www.daganghalal.com/HalalInfo/WorldOfHalal.aspx
http://muslimvillage.com/2011/03/08/9231/serving-the-expanding-halal-ecosystem/
http://www.worldhalalforum.org/download/WHF%202012%20Post-Event%20Report%20-%206%20June%202012%20-%20LORES.pdf
http://www.worldhalalforum.org/download/WHF%202012%20Post-Event%20Report%20-%206%20June%202012%20-%20LORES.pdf
http://www.worldhalalforum.org/download/WHF2013_post_event_report.pdf
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A concerning example of one supplier being forced to become halal compliant: 

 

The following is an account from a chicken supplier in Western Australia. It is a horrible illustration of 
the pressure some Australian small businesses experience to make the whole supply chain halal 
certified. 

This is a transcript of phone call with  from  21/7/2011. It was very early on 
in my research and I told him I would record it and write notes as we spoke. It is a prime example of 
the pressure that individuals and companies are under to pay halal fees in Australia.  owns and 
operates a delivery van. He picks up chicken from the processor and delivers them to the retail 
outlet. The cost isn’t great, but the pressure exerted is enormous. This is a lengthy conversation but I 
have included it all so you can understand the context. 

: “Now what they do right, is they go to all the mosques, and they say umm, they say for me for 
instance, like . They say , if you want chicken he is endorsed by 
us because we have to pay $250 a year for a certificate. Then we have to buy rolls of stickers, which 
costs 3 cents a sticker. And we have to put that on, on the chicken, …. , so when they come in and do 
an inspection, which they charge $150 for, for halal butcher shops and any halal outlets, and 
charcoal chicken stores and anything like that. They look at the carton of the chicken, and they read 
the numbers and go, yeah that is  at , he is certified by us. That’s fine, we know that 
chicken’s halal. And then it goes down from everything like chicken booster you know to make 
gravies and things like that. It’s a big rort.” 

Kirralie: “It is a big rort. So like what, have you got a massive Muslim population? Like is it going to 
make that much of a difference? Cause like I, I say to you, in the next couple of months Australians 
are going to hear so much about this you’ll have more people boycott you than Muslims will actually 
support you anyway.” 

: Well, trouble is, is that Muslims here are like the mafia. Alright, they can go in, they, they they, 
put it this way. They stopped me trading. I lost $120,00 a year and that was 3 years ago. So that’s 
$360,000 that I’ve lost.” 

Kirralie: “How’s that?” 

: “Well I’ll tell ya. Hang on a sec. Because I was supplying the charcoal chicken outlets and 
Inghams was classed as halal at the time. Now, now this man called , he’s umm, 
umm, told everyone that Steggles was not halal right?” 

Kirralie: “Right” 

: “So we could only put in Prestige Poultry or Inghams Poultry into the um, into the stores. Now it 
come for a time for Inghams could not supply the 3,000 birds that I needed for the weekend. They 
had no size 10’s, 11’s, 12’s, 13’s. They only had size 18’s now they’re a bit big.” 

Kirralie: “Yeah” 

: “So I made a joke saying you know you choose to be halal this is what happens” 
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Kirralie: “Yep” 

: “ And then I laughed and said well Steggles has got heaps of 13’s. And then it was oh no we’ve 
gotta have them and I said well they’re not halal. And they said, “no don’t worry we’ll sort it out with 

 and you just bring the chicken in, it’s alright”. And I said, “alright if you can sort it 
out”. And he said yeah no problem. So I put all this Steggles chicken in to all the outlets and he went 
in, one of the workers, Muslim workers, rang him and said oh, I’ve put in Steggles chickens. So he 
went in there to have a look and then he rang me and said, “That’s it, you are not allowed to put 
anymore chicken into these stores.” No because this bloke has so much power, these people listen to 
him  because he will go there and say, “Well I will go to all the mosques and say that charcoal 
chicken is no longer halal.” Now they had 6 stores. You know, they were my biggest customers. 
Because they didn’t back me up, the people at charcoal chicken, they shit themselves and buckled 
under his authority and that’s what happened.” 

Kirralie: “Alright, but like, I, that must be so frustrating for you , I just can’t imagine, but, that just 
ahh. It makes you angry, it makes me really angry, and they are actually” 

: Yeah it’s restricted trade 

Kirralie: Yeah. It’s a minority and I think that, I mean, in my investigations I have discovered that their 
certifying things like milk. Milk doesn’t have any halal requirements what-so-ever. So they’re 
extorting money out of people to make them pay for milk and so my business is all about exposing 
this. And so I just need some time to try and comprehend what you are saying  because this is just 
awful. 

: ohh, I wish I had of spoken to you about 3 or 4 years ago. 

Kirralie: Yeah but it is not finished. 

: I was thinking about going to the media 

Kirralie: Yeah well I think, I really feel, I would encourage you, even to put down in writing all those 
things you’re feeling because I’m with a group of people , who I think if we work together, we 
like, we not just like you know, get A Current Affair on it, do a story on it and it just blows over. I’m 
talking about if we do something, I, I’m putting together a report for the NSW Department of Fair 
Trading to report them because I think there is a lot of scamming going on, and a lot of um, 
underhanded stuff like what you are saying but not many people are actually prepared to talk about 
it . So if you would be prepared to write some stuff down and have a think you know about what 
you can actually say…um.. I think we might be able to do something with that . 

: “Well the trouble is I had to rebuild my business from scratch again now. When this guy took my 
certificate off me, um, he’s in cahoots with another guy. And when they are writing out the certificate 
he turns around and said, “Well I am going to charge you $100 FINE, you know, because, of what 
happened,” 

Kirralie: You’re joking!!! 

: no it took all my strength from jumping across that table and grabbing him by the throat and 
ripping his throat out. And I thought, no, I’ll just pay the $100 and I’ll get my certificate. Which means 
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now that they put me in their halal book which goes to all the Muslims you know to see who, you 
know, certified halal poultry suppliers and meat suppliers and things like that. 

Kirralie: Surely they’re not your biggest market are they ? Are they your biggest market? 

: They are. They use absolutely. There is such a big market for it. Seriously, that’s why Inghams 
buckled to ‘em when they were classed as halal. 

Kirralie: But do you understand there is only 1.7% of our whole population that is Muslim.  

: Yeah it’s on everything 

Kirralie: And there is more than, like 90% of Australians would buy chicken. 

: Yeah I know but because they have so many outlets out there and they use it in big proportions. 
You know you can get an Australian butcher right and he might use it, right like 4 cartons of size 15’s 
a week right? A halal butcher will use 10 cartons of size 9’s, 10 cartons of size 15’s, um, 6 cartons of 
13’s, 6 cartons of 12’s and 6 cartons of 11’s. Plus then he will use chicken breasts, and he’ll use 
chicken wings. 5 cartons of wings, 5 cartons of drumsticks, and cause it’s the Muslims, there’s so 
many of em. They go to all these outlets and they spend up. They don’t care about money. They just 
go and spend. 

Kirralie: Yeah but they are such a small proportion of the population, they really are. And I think they 
are hoodwinking  people like yourself to say that they’ve got more power than they do. They don’t 
have that power. 

: No I  know that but yeah. The Muslims they listen to these bloody mafia blokes and ahh they say 
if you’re not to go and buy chicken off Rudi Rooster North because he’s not certified they listen. And 
they won’t go and they won’t do it. Cause I had people ring me up. They said look we heard at the 
mosque you’re not halal certified. And I had to say well no I’m not. I can still sell halal chicken to you. 
Oh no no, Ismail said that you are not halal certified so we can’t buy off you anymore. 

Kirralie: And you noticed a big difference in your business when they didn’t buy from you? 

: Well making $120,000 a year, of profit, a year, you know, that’s like taking three quarters of 
your business away. And then you got to start from scratch again. I’m lucky because I’m a very smart 
business man and I built my business up again. Not to the point where it was but I am still doing ok. 
You know but this  when he was with the Islamic Council of Western Australia, funds 
were going missing. He chucked the shits and three of ‘em gave their notice. I don’t know what the 
hell, they must have been getting a wage or something, and because it was inappropriate funds gone 
missing they chucked the shits and stepped down. Now that  was completely against 
Steggles being halal and then all of a sudden, out of the blue, after about two weeks of standing 
down he’s joined with this other mob, the West Australian Halal Authority (WAHA) . And he rang me 
up and said you can put Steggles chicken in all the halal outlets now. And I said oh well that’s good 
news. And I phoned the powers that be and they said that no we haven’t been classified as halal yet. 
We’ve got all the new lines there but we haven’t installed anything so I don’t know how he is going 
around saying that we’re halal because we are not certified halal yet, you see what I mean. 

Kirralie: yeah I, there is absolute deception and confusion everywhere in the market about it 
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: what you said about me, what he’s doing is he’s trying to get all the business away from the 
Islamic Council of Western Australia, because when he told me to go with the WAHA right, he said 
um, he said don’t worry about the West Australian Islamic Council they’re all the same now. No 
they’re not. He deceived me again. 

Kirralie: And I believe you 

: It is all about money 

Kirralie: Yep 

: It is all about money to them 

Kirralie: Well alright  I will have to think about this a whole lot more because you are confirming 
what I suspected all along and I just, just. You would know most Aussies would be mortified to hear 
this. This is just not Australian, it is not how we carry on. It’s just not. 

: It’s not how we operate, that’s right. 

Kirralie: And it’s just got to stop 

: It’s just a joke 

Kirralie: It is. Well alright I am just going to have to think about that and I have been writing some 
things down as you have been talking to me but I need to think about it. Are you happy for me to be 
in touch with you about this issue? 

: yeah I can talk about what they do and how much money we have to pay for a certificate and 
how much the stickers cost and all that. I don’t have a problem with all that, that’s common 
knowledge. 

Kirralie: Alright but you know a lot of people won’t tell ya so. But anyway, you’re saying 

: If you want to phone me back any time and talk to me you’re more than welcome to believe me 

Kirralie: Well thank you  

: It gutted me I tell ya. 

Kirralie: Yeah I bet. Well I am going to send you a link to my website just so you can see  what we are 
on about. And we have not listed butchers or anything at this point. We are looking at doing that. But 
we are listing like, especially the big companies like your Kelloggs, your Sanitarium and all that sort 
of stuff at the moment. But yeah, very, very interesting what you are saying and I really appreciate 
your honesty and willingness to talk to me. I think that’s amazing and I will definitely be in touch with 
you. 

: Well even Cadburys chocolate if you have a look 

Kirralie: oh yeah, I know, I know 

: …these days have halal 
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Kirralie: Absolutely, we have over 200 brands on our website . It’s appalling 

: A lot of Australians don’t know. You know, I’m not religious but you’ve got Christians and 
Catholics and we are eating halal beef, lamb and chicken. 

Kirralie: Absolutely and they are all paying for it. Like all your bread and milk. All your bread and milk, 
your flour mills are paying for certification. It’s ridiculous. They’ve got no animal products in them 
what-so-ever. There is no necessity to pay a fee to anybody. Muslims will eat it anyway. And yet we 
are paying for it. It’s just wrong. 

: Now even KFC is classed as, not halal, because they buy it off Inghams and Steggles, because 
one company cannot supply all the KFC outlets. Impossible. 

Kirralie: But yes, yeah it can also be they are certified when they leave the factory but because they 
sell it with ham or pork or bacon or whatever it’s not certified any more so. 

: That’s right, that’s exactly right. 

Kirralie: Now I have done a bit of research into it  like I said. I am just, this will go further. That’s 
all I can say. At this stage we will definitely take it further and I really appreciate the information you 
are giving me, and yeah, we just, we need to work out a good strategy so that we can actually be 
um, make a change you know. We have got to effect change here, not just, you know. I am sorry if I 
yelled at you in the email, that wasn’t my intention. I was just trying to emphasise the question. 
That’s all and you know, we don’t need to just rant and rave in the media. We need to actually get 
some decent people on board who are going to investigate this properly so that people like yourself 
are not getting ripped off the way you are right now. 

: Yeah well I gave you that number for that . Now he’s like the leader of the 
mafia of the Muslim community. He’s suppose to be like a spot checker. 

Kirralie: Right 

: Right. Now whatever he says goes. If he says you’re not halal that’s it. You are not halal. 

Kirralie: Right 

: So you can speak to him and I would appreciate it if you didn’t say I gave you his number 

Kirralie: I won’t mention it. , you’ve been extremely helpful and I imagine they would give you a 
very hard time if I mentioned your name so of course I won’t do that. 

: oh yeah they would but you know I can talk about what I said, you know. About how we have to 
pay $250 a year now, plus 3 cents per sticker. No that’s bullshit. If I buy a chicken off Steggles and 
they recognise it as halal why the hell should I have to put a 3 cent sticker on it? 

Kirralie: Yeah absolutely, I agree 

: Alright I will leave it with you 

Kirralie: Yeah absolutely 
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: If you want to talk to me again there’s no worries. I will definitely be looking at your website 
that’s for sure 

Kirralie: Oh thanks so much for your time  I really appreciate that and I hope that we’ll be able to 
help you out in this you know. It’s not good. 

: It’s a long time coming put it that way. 

Kirralie: Yep no worries, alright we’ll be in touch 

: no worries 

Kirralie: Thanks a lot , bye 

: Thankyou bye 

I found this conversation extremely distressing and confusing. I rang  back after seeking some 
legal advice but he decided not to pursue it as he felt he would be unsafe. This conversation shows 
not only how wide spread halal certification is but I also believe this is not an isolated incident. I was 
shocked and concerned.  There is great pressure on businesses to become halal certified whether 
they want to or not. 

We also have a photo from  in WA regarding this  who seems to 
intimidate others regarding halal certification. I rang  from this store and he said  
was intimidating them about halal certification and needed to be banned from the shop. 
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Companies such as  have told me (and others) that they are verbally told by 
Woolworths and other supermarket chains to get halal certified or they will go elsewhere (  

).   from  told me their supplier said 
a similar thing, that if they were not halal certified they would go elsewhere. When  pushed as 
to why they needed it he was told it was because there was 2 Islamic students in a school of 1000 
demanded it. His company went along with it for a few years. At the end of last year they decided to 
cease paying the halal fees. He says they still have those contracts and are still selling to Muslim 
consumers despite not being halal certified.  from  told me over the 
phone she had no idea why they were required to pay halal fees on an already ‘permissible’ product 
but they did it so as not to be labelled ‘racist bigots’. She was also told that non-Muslims wouldn’t 
have a problem with it. 

It is disgraceful that Australian businesses are facing such undue pressure for a religious certification 
that is often unnecessary to begin with. Why are non-Muslim companies and consumers pressured 
to partake in and fund Islamic religious practices? 

 

 

iii) There are no regulations or recognised qualifications for halal certifiers. There are also   
numerous examples of intimidation and harassment.  

It is estimated there are more than 33 different halal certifiers in Australia. Only around 22 of them 
are regulated by the government, and that is only for the slaughter and preparation of meat. Any 
person/group/organization or company can start their own halal certification business in Australia. 
They do not need any specific qualifications. What exactly are  qualifications? What 
about Mohamed Elmouelhy? How is it he can refer to himself as the Halal Certification Authority? 
Who grants that authority? Are these really acceptable work practices in Australia? Are these really 
isolated incidents or is it happening elsewhere and people are too intimidated or worried to speak 
out? 

I also received this series of emails from . He is a Muslim who could see the potential 
dollars to be made and he went on to run “Aussie Halal”. You can see his website here 
http://www.aussiehalal.com/  He is not one of the 22 or so halal certifiers registered with AQIS as his 
company does not deal with slaughter of animals. 

This is an example again of the extent of halal certification, the lack of integrity in starting such a 
business as well as the lack of regulation. It began in a very courteous and respectful manner but 
over the days degenerated into vicious name calling and arguing. This is another example of 
intimidation practices. I have only included highlighted excerpts here but the entire email 
conversation can be found in Appendix 1.   emails are in blue, mine are in red for ease 
of reading. 

: My question to you is why are you so against Halal Certification of food? I promise I am not 
trying to incite an argument with you. I am merely trying to understand what is that you find 
threatening about a halal stamp on the back of food products? 

http://www.aussiehalal.com/
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I would be most interested in having a discussion with you on this issue and it's not because I plan to 
change your mind. I respect your opinion. I am merely trying to understand it. The reason I'll make 
clear to you if you decide to continue corresponding with me. 

Kirralie: I can't speak for everyone of course but I will give you a few reasons why I started the 
website. 

First of all I want to make it clear I love this country because each person is FREE to worship who 
they want, how they want (within reason of course). 

Muslims, Christians, Hindu's, Buddhists, etc. are all valuable and contributing members to our 
society. What I object to is having someone else's religious practices imposed on me. 

At the very least most certification agencies are owned by mosques. I, and thousands of others in 
this nation, do not want to fund mosques. Like I said you or anyone else is free to be a Muslim but it 
shouldn't be at my expense. 

: (pages of his personal thoughts and experience being Muslim in Australia)………I'm 
extremely sorry. I've probably given you a headache. I hope you'll read all of this and understand 
what point I'm trying to make. I still haven't mentioned why I've gotten in touch with you in the first 
place. It's no big secret or anything like that. Very briefly, so you don't think I'm being evasive or 
secretive, my best friend and I will be forming a halal food certifying agency. However, ours will be 
different from the rest. Ours will have complete transparency and NOT ONE CENT of our funding will 
be going anywhere other than our own personal bank accounts. Regardless of what you might think 
of halal food, there's certainly a need out there and we are doing this as a business. Ours will be 
different as well in the way our criteria will be a heck of a lot easier. Our rates will be extremely low 
so as there to be no justification for the food manufacturers to hike up prices. There's more but I’ll 
save it for another email. 

The reason I'm telling you is that it makes good sense to not have enemies out there. We wish to be 
accepted and, as a result, will be willing to hear suggestions from people who run organisations such 
as yourself. We will always remain open and our books will ALWAYS be transparent so as to alleviate 
any fears that any financial gains from this venture is going elsewhere. One thing I can guarantee 
you is that we'll be making strong enemies of the current certifiers but so what? They've had it their 
way for too long and they've become ridiculous in the way they conduct their business. I almost fell 
off my chair when I read your mention of halal cat food. That's the funniest and stupidest thing I've 
ever heard. I promise you we will not be taking the same path these other certifiers have taken. 

Kirralie… I appreciate the time you've taken to write to me. Again I will say I do not hate Muslims and 
I greatly appreciate this country where everyone has freedom to worship who and however they 
want. 

What I am greatly opposed to is having other people's religious practices imposed upon me. 
Whether it is in the form of money spent, prayers recited over products, where the funding goes, 
etc. 

: …. What your campaign against halal food represents is xenophobia which has been on the 
increase in this country for the last few years. I suppose we should be thankful because websites like 
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yours have allowed all of us to see how much racism there really is in this country. Your arguments 
are sadly as misinformed as Ms Pauline Hanson. She rallied alot of support, created alot of tension, 
anger and hatred and all based on incorrect claims that were mostly unsubstantiated. Her battle was 
- and still is - just like yours. 

If you still insist that your "right to choose" and your "freedom" is being imposed upon just because 
many Moslems wish to have their own god given choice, well then there's no getting through to you 
and I hope that your website, and the racist, xenophobic imbeciles who follow you, disappear into 
oblivion. 

Kirralie: I really welcome intelligent and respectful discussion, but when people can't think of 
anything reasonable they resort to childish name-calling which I will not engage in. 

Unfortunately your behaviour just confirms so many of the negative  stereotypes. A shame as it was 
interesting until now. 

: …Anyway, I'm starting to get carried away and talking to you has been very similar to 
bashing my head against a wall. I'm only doing myself harm. All I wish to say - and this will be my  
final email to you as there is no sense in frustrating each other for absolutely no benefit 

: (another email) ….Wake up Kirralie. We're well into the 21st century. Stop acting like a 
1950s housewife who's afraid of anything that's not Anglo. You're probably fearful of this country 
one day becoming primarily Moslem. Thankfully the racists have had their day in the sun and 
multiculturalism is devouring this country. One day we'll have a Moslem Prime Minister, praise be to 
Allah, Alhmadulillah. We are all secretly praying and awaiting this day when we can banish pigs to 
extinction, close down all the beer factories and build a mosque on every corner. The PM will one day 
be referred to as the Sheikh of Australia. Allahu Akbar! 

I probably need to state this clearly for the benefit of your closed mind - the last few previous 
sentences were a joke. That's right, we don't need to pray for that. It's happening already. :) 

Kirralie: You've just made my day :) great evidence to pass around I think..... 

14/11/12 

Knock yourself out. If your narrow minded bigotry can't see beyond the fact that my response was a 
joke, then I hope you can take this and get another story on Today Tonight. Wear a little less make 
up this time. You racists will always be racists anyway, regardless of anyone's attempts to build a 
bridge. Not that I regret anything I've said. I think you actually go out of your way to vilify, anger and 
frustrate your perceived enemies and wait for the anger to spout forth so you can then use it to rally 
all the xenophobes into action. You, and the imbeciles like you, are part of the reason why this 
country is still seen world-wide as a racist one. Your whole  platform's a  lie and a joke. 
Now please stop writing and spend your time supporting and encouraging racist . I'm sure 
your idiotic cause is sure to gain in popularity. One thing for sure, if you scrape the bottom of the 
barrel hard enough, you're bound to come up with a lot of scum. 

By the way, do you even have a proper job or is this shit how you spend your days? Now go away and 
peddle your racism & hatred elsewhere. Stupid racist. 
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( ) 

Kirralie: Very intelligent. You've been nothing but insulting and rude - a true racist you are. 

15/11/12 

By the way, I've set your emails to go directly to my "Deleted" folder and then be deleted 
automatically in 24 hours. Glad to say I won't have to read another annoying and uneducated thing 
you have to say. 

Have a good xenophobic life of hatred and suspicion of anything that's not Christian and white-
skinned. Racist ass. 

 

I felt his manner became very threatening and that he was trying to intimidate me. He was upset 
that I didn’t share his views and so he resorted to foul language and attempts to intimidate. This has 
happened a number of times in correspondence with others as well.  

So from , to , to  and his daughter  I 
began to see a pattern of behaviour. It was very difficult to have a reasonable conversation about 
the extent of halal certification in Australia. It either degenerates into name-calling and foul 
language, physical intimidation, social media bullying, or court action. No-one seems willing to 
address the issue of why non-Muslims should have halal certification imposed upon them and why 
should they fund it. 

 

 

iv) The extent of halal certification goes way beyond the domestic demand. Fees are paid on 
products, a great deal of them sold and marketed domestically, where the target group of 
Muslims is less than 3% of the population. 

For example I have 32 pages of certificates for flour and white bread produced by  
. (Appendix 2 p.121). These are primarily for the domestic market where Muslim consumers 

are less than 3% of the population.  There are hundreds of items listed on these 32 pages and nearly 
all are for domestic use. Note this example of flour being halal certified: 
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Interestingly when a supporter emailed them to ask why they would pay fees to certify flour since it 
was not necessary this is the response they received. Why on earth would they say such a thing? 
They admit it doesn’t need certification, yet pay the fees anyway and lie to consumers. 
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Parmalat have the majority of their products halal certified, most of which are for domestic use as 
well. They previously displayed the certificates on their website but after some consumer backlash 
they removed them. Below is a copy of one of their certificates. A good deal of their products are for 
the domestic market. Why is white milk halal certified when it is already permissible for Muslims to 
consume? Why are non-Muslim companies and consumers paying for this Islamic religious practice? 

 

 

Much more than 70% of chicken processed in Australia is halal certified. Less than 5% of this is 
exported, primarily to non-Muslim markets. Can you explain why these companies are paying 
around $40,000 a year to be halal certified? Can you explain why around 6-7  Muslim only, male only 
halal slaughterers are employed to pray and observe on site? (Appendix 3 p.151) Most slaughtering 
is done by a machine and the Muslim only, male only employee is there for an Islamic religious ritual 
which is totally irrelevant to most Australians. Do you really accept that those wages and 
certification fees are absorbed by the chicken processor and not passed on to the consumer? 
http://muslimvillage.com/2014/06/05/54221/hand-v-machine-slaughter-halal-chicken/  

http://muslimvillage.com/2014/06/05/54221/hand-v-machine-slaughter-halal-chicken/
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It was after attending a conference on Islam that I decided to look in to halal certification. It had only 
been briefly mentioned but it had me curious. Like this inquiry, I wanted to know what was the 
extent of halal certification in Australia? 

During the next week I rang a few companies to find out more information. I found it quite 
confusing. Some companies were very forthcoming but others were asking me, “Are you a Muslim? 
Why do you want to know?” Some would say they paid for halal certification, others would say they 
were halal but didn’t pay any fees. So I started emailing companies with a view to putting a few 
items down as halal certified that I would avoid. 

Email responses started coming in 15th August 2010. I heard back from companies like Nestle, 
Manassen, Heinz, Cadbury, Mars, Bega, Mars, Swisse, Danisco, and Sanitarium. I was amazed at the 
amount of companies paying for halal certification. I was also extremely puzzled as to why many of 
these companies were paying for halal certification but not marking it on their labels. Usually you 
would pay for a certification as a marketing tool. You would display such information to reach the 
intended market. I could not seem to get a straight answer from many companies as to why they 
would pay the fees and then not let people know. (I now have over 800 emails of correspondence 
with companies). 

It also became apparent that a lot of the companies were paying the fees despite the fact there 
product was already halal and it was intended for a domestic market with a very small percentage 
being for Muslim consumers. None of them would answer my questions such as, “How much does it 
cost?”, “Why are you paying these fees?” “Do you know your products are already halal?” “Why isn’t 
the symbol displayed on the label?” 

I have a few examples of companies changing their minds as a result of education. Most are simply 
ignorant when it comes to paying these halal fees. They believe they need it without asking any 
questions or doing any research. Madura Tea were paying the halal fees and when I questioned 
them they clearly didn’t understand whether or not it was required. They did a bit of research, had a 
board meeting and dropped the certification. Murray River Salt did the same thing. Some other 
companies that have also ceased paying these unnecessary fees (or will not renew) are Melrose 
Health Products, Slim Secrets, Tables of Plenty, Go Natural, Popina, Allied Chefs, Goodness 
Superfoods and MEB Vitastic.  

 

 

v) There is confusion, inconsistencies and deception regarding halal certification. 
Intimidation and harassment also occurs. This results in more products being halal certified 
than is necessary.  

On 22nd March 2011 I emailed the Halal Helpline and asked for their halal guide (Appendix 4 p152 ). 
“Mohamed” responded that day with the list. (I have copies of the emails) 

During the next period in my initial research I kept ringing companies. The extent of halal 
certification was way beyond what I had initially anticipated. I decided to focus on multinationals or 
companies that were responsible for many brands thinking this would save me time. I found 
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Goodman Fielder particularly difficult. They insisted they had too many brands and didn’t keep a list 
of halal certified products. They said I would need to ask about specific items and then they would 
find out. So I started making several calls a week with specific brands. I began to realise that 
products that were supposedly halal (permissible) were paying for this certification. I couldn’t 
understand why, for example, honey or nuts or milk needed to pay halal fees. 

I was also working my way through the Halal Helpline list called the Halal Guide (both owned and 
operated by Mohamed El Mouelhy) (Appendix 4) . I realised they listed some products that were 
halal certified but also some of the companies I contacted from this list said they did not pay the fees 
but were suitable for a halal diet, saying they were halal approved (no fees paid, no certificate 
issued). 

So on 3rd May 2011 I emailed the halal helpline again and said, “Thank you so much for this very 
helpful information. If it is not too much trouble would you be able to clarify the differences 
between Halal certified, accredited and approved? Thanks, Kirralie 

Mr Elmouelhy’s response was, “Certified and accredited are the same thing, approved is when an 
item does not need certification like water, milk, fruit, vegetables, etc. Kind regards Mohamed” 

I decided to ring the Halal Helpline to get more clarification. I spoke with Mohamed El Mouelhy.  I 
thanked him for his email but said I was still confused. I used the Double “D” Eucalyptus as an 
example. I asked him why it was on the list but they didn’t pay fees. He said because it was suitable, 
it was halal. It was the same for Uncle Toby’s, they didn’t pay halal fees but they were suitable. I 
asked him why products from Kelloggs were not on the list. I thought this was the “Halal Authority” 
so I couldn’t understand why Kelloggs and a few other halal certified companies were not listed. I 
couldn’t understand why companies with the symbol or known to pay fees were not included on the 
list since it was issued by the Halal “Authority” of Australia. 

His response blew me away! He began by saying, “Every good Muslim knows not to trust the 
symbol.” I was stunned. He said look at the list under ‘gelatine.” It says, “Products listed here and 
containing Gelatine are approved. Other products containing gelatine even if marked “Halal” are not 
approved.” 

I asked him to explain.  He started speaking to me about the Qur’an and Hadiths. My head was 
spinning and it was hard to take in the Islamic teaching. He spoke with confidence and it was like he 
was lecturing me. He kept talking and I asked a few questions. He was saying that some of the other 
halal certifiers were not scholars and did not understand the Hadiths. He spoke about one Hadith 
where Mohamed had come across a goat (or animal) along the road and the explanation Mohamed 
gave as to why it as halal or haram. It was related to gelatine.  

Mohamed El Mouelhy told me others were certifying products that contained gelatine that was not 
halal. He said he would not include some products on his halal guide because even though they had 
paid fees to say they were halal certified that they were not in actual fact halal. He said some 
certifiers were just in it for the money. He told me real Muslims would not trust the symbol but they 
would trust this Halal Guide as he was an “authority” on halal. I asked him to clarify this a number of 
times and each time he concluded the same thing, I could only trust the Halal Guide that he 
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published and not the symbol. He was the authority. I don’t know what set him apart as an authority 
and others not.  

(I have since read an article that he is not an Islamic Scholar or food scientist so how he claims to be 
an authority is beyond me. http://islaminindonesia.com/tag/mohamed-el-mouelhy/  Please 
investigate this) 

Mr Elmouelhy has also appeared on Today Tonight saying his halal certification business has made 
him a very rich man, a millionaire, and that he is just in it to “buy his wife’s shoes.” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zZbC0zPoX2I  

I also visited a number of Islamic ‘internet chat rooms’ around this time and discovered that even 
though a product may have the halal symbol on it many Muslims didn’t trust it. I also receive regular 
emails from Muslims asking me if products we have listed as halal certified are actually halal as they 
doubt they could be because of the ingredients they contain. 

Around this time I started ringing Goodman Fielder every day to find out what was and wasn’t halal 
certified as I was struggling to get clear answers from them. I think it started to annoy them. The girl 
ended up giving me a phone number to call. It turns out it was the Halal Helpline number. This is 
what I wrote after I got off the phone with  on Thursday 2nd June 2011. 

“Today  from Goodman Fielder rang and said they had hit a dead end in trying to get a list of 
all their products that have paid certification. She had spoken to  from a Halal organisation 
who had a list of all products that were Halal. I rang  and realised she was from the Halal 
Guide. I told her I already had the guide but needed to know specifically which products had paid 
certification. 

She told me that was a privacy issue and I would need to phone each company. I explained that was 
what I was doing and thanked her for her time. She asked me if I were Muslim and why did I want 
that info. I told her I am not that I wanted to avoid purchasing food that had halal certification. She 
laughed and said that was almost impossible and I would probably starve since most food is halal. I 
said I understand that much food is halal approved but not all food has paid certification and that 
was my issue. I thanked her again for her help and hung up. 

A few minutes later she rang back. I did not give her my number. I don’t know if Goodman Fielder 
gave it to her or if her and Mohammed worked out I have called them a few months ago to get the 
guide. Perhaps there was caller id? 

She then launched in to an emotional attack. I am not certain of the order of conversation but some 
of the following issues were raised. She asked me if I were against Kosher food and Jews. I said no 
and she called me racist. She suggested I ring the federal police and report the halal guide as a 
terrorist organisation and give in to all the hysteria. I replied that they were her words and not mine, 
that it was not my opinion at all. She said again a number of times that I would starve in Australia as 
all food is halal and all sheep, chickens and beef are halal. I replied that while much of that food may 
be halal (permissible) it does not all have paid certification. 

She got very upset and said the money is not going to fund terrorists and that I am racist. She said all 
the money is going to support Muslim kids in schools. I explained that I don’t want my money going 

http://islaminindonesia.com/tag/mohamed-el-mouelhy/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zZbC0zPoX2I
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to support Sharia law or the education of the Koran in schools. She told me she is not under Sharia 
and there are many organisations that are not and I better get my facts straight. I said that was a 
helpful tip.  

I could hear a male in the background telling to her things to say as well. She was clearly trying to 
remain calm and professional but not succeeding too well. She kept repeating herself and using very 
emotional language.  

I suggested she accept that this issue was not going to go away as it is in the media and many 
Australians are concerned about it. I told her we all have a right to know where our money is going 
and whether or not we want to purchase those products. It is about choice. 

She kept saying things like she can understand my “little crusade” but that I don’t understand halal or 
Islam.  She tried to be condescending and intimidating.  

I thanked her again for her time and restated my issue was not with her, or any person but rather 
with my choice of where my money was going. 

She wished me well for my crusade and commended me on my passion.” 

That conversation proved to me there was more to be investigated. I was really appalled that 
companies could pay these fees and the money raised was funding Islamic schools and charities 
without our knowledge. Where was our choice? I found that she attempted to be intimidating in her 
manner. 

In the years since then Mohamed Elmouelhy has made hundreds of terrible comments about me 
and others opposed to halal certification. He has tried to intimidate and discredit us in an attempt to 
silence us. I also received many emails from Muslims threatening me and using vile language in the 
first few months. I didn’t keep them as I found them upsetting and distracting. 

Here are a few examples from Mr Elmouelhy. I have many more that I will include in Appendix 5 . 

 

 

What does that even mean? How do I bring in dole bludgers? This was after we both appeared on 
Today Tonight and I was referred to as “Aussie housewife taking on halal.”  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zZbC0zPoX2I  

On Today Tonight 7/3/12 he also says: 0:29 “If you don’t want to eat halal, live on pork and wine 
because even water is halal.” 1:46 “Whatever Halal Choices is doing is water off a ducks back. It 
actually increases my business.” At 2:00 he said, “Halal certification has made me a millionaire and I 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zZbC0zPoX2I
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am happy to say that.” At 4:15 “Halal certification doesn’t fund anything other than my wife’s 
shoes”. 

He personally attacks me but does not engage any of the concerns myself or others have with halal 
certification: 
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He reposted this on his personal facebook page but has since removed it. It is photo shopped and 
very insulting: 

 

From his business Facebook page: 

 

From Facebook  
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From Facebook 9/6/15. There is never a discussion or conversation, just name calling. 

 

 

Mr Elmouelhy – head of the Halal Certification Authority Australia continually calls those opposed to 
halal certification names such as ‘bigot’ or anti-Muslim. I am not a bigot nor am I anti-Muslim. I am 
against having an Islamic religious practice imposed upon me and I am opposed to funding it. 

 

 

 

The next post by the so-called “Halal Authority” left me feeling unsafe and very upset that he was 
trying to solicit my address on facebook. He was inciting others against me: 
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Here is more of the same, nasty name calling and untruths. The truth is that several companies have 
indeed ceased paying halal fees: 
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Not only has Mr Elmouelhy sustained a prolonged campaign against me and others opposed to halal 
certification but he has also appeared on national television boasting that the defamation court case 
is not about how he or his business has been damaged, but rather how he wants to “put us back in 
our holes” and “rub our noses in it”. All of this is an attempt to intimidate and silence opposition. 

http://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/2015/02/11/halal-certification-chairman-sues-q-society  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yYs43avVHYE  ABC The Drum 

He also ‘thanks’ people for paying to maintain his lifestyle: 

 

 

The following is another example of confusion and deception and the extent halal certification has 
reached in this country. 

Purina cat food initially said they paid for halal certification. 

http://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/2015/02/11/halal-certification-chairman-sues-q-society
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yYs43avVHYE
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Then they changed their mind and sent this: 

 

I asked them why does it need to be pork free? Are cats becoming Muslims or are Muslims eating cat 
food? They didn’t answer me. But I did come across this article that was written by a Muslim for 
Muslims about cat food being halal: 
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The extent of halal certified products has clearly gone way beyond what both Muslim and non-
Muslim consumers would deem necessary. 

Another frustrating factor is that when a consumer makes inquiries regarding the halal certification 
status of a product it is extremely difficult to obtain accurate information. Most of the staff in the 
large supermarkets such as Woolworths and Coles have no idea whether or not their meat is 
sourced from halal certified abattoirs. In fact a consumer will often be told it is not halal slaughtered 
when in fact it actually was. Completely opposite information can be given from the same store 
regarding the one product. Many times I have been told that a product was not halal certified only 
to go away, make some phone calls and find out it was in fact halal certified at the point of slaughter 
or production. 

This is deeply concerning for many consumers who feel it is against their religious beliefs to eat halal 
slaughtered meat in particular. 
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b)  current labelling requirements of food certification schemes; 

Certification is usually gained so a product can be marketed to a particular target group. In Australia 
Kosher, Gluten Free, Organic and Heart Tick certifications are mostly clearly identified on labels that 
have such certifications. In Australia halal certification is often NOT clearly marked on the label. 
These are some examples of halal certified products that are not clearly labelled (there are many 
more);  

Nestle (Maggi, Nescafe, Musashi and more) 

Kelloggs   (all cereals, muesli bars and more)  

Parmalat (most supermarket white milk, cream and more) 

Most Supermarket breads (Including but not limited to Tip Top, Abbotts Village, Country Split, 
Burgen, Gold Max, Balfours, Sunblest and Woolworths) 

Steggles/Baiada Chicken 

Some Inghams Chicken 

Most cheese brands (Coon, Devondale, Bega and more) 

Cadbury  

Sanitarium 

 

 

Lots of meat sold in butchers is slaughtered and halal fees paid but they do not sell it as halal so it is 
not labelled. 

This is a small example of products that are subject to halal certification but are not labelled as such. 
Consumers cannot make an informed decision at the point of sale as there is no information 
available. 

The consumer is forced to either visit the website to investigate or to phone the company. My 
experience is that this is very time consuming and often difficult to get a direct and accurate 
response. 

This is one of the reasons I began the website, so consumers could have access to information about 
the halal certification of as many products as possible. 
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 says in his halal presentation: 

 

Halal is a religious issue and it is normally labelled. It is essential that any halal certified products are 
clearly labelled to ensure consumers have a choice and to reduce discrimination against non-
Muslims. Why should one religious practice be imposed upon non-adherents to that faith? Shouldn’t 
there at least be a choice for consumers? 

Our Constitution at Section 116 states: 

“The Commonwealth shall not make any law for establishing any religion, or for imposing any 
religious observance, or for prohibiting the free exercise of any religion, and no religious test shall be 
required as a qualification for any office or public trust under the Commonwealth.” 

Islamic religious practices are being imposed on all Australians without informed consent. Sikhs, 
Hindus, Jews and Christians are discriminated against and not permitted to freely exercise their 
religious beliefs because halal certification practices are often hidden and imposed on everyday 
grocery purchases. 
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c) the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees; 

I have been running the Halal Choices website since July 2011. The need for labelling of halal 
certified products is the constant and recurring issue for most of the consumers who contact me. 

i) Religious Discrimination 

Not all Muslims agree with halal certification. Nor do all non-Muslims disagree with halal 
certification. This does not change the fact many people feel discriminated against with this wide-
spread and often unnecessary religious practice. 

I am constantly hearing from atheists, Buddhist, Sikhs, Christians and Jews about their frustration 
with the lack of labelling. 

The Sikh Rehat Maryada (The Official Code of Conduct) states an Amritdhari Khalsa Sikh is not 
allowed to eat the meat of an animal slaughtered the Muslim way. In Punjabi the word "Kuttha" 
specifically means meat prepared according to the Muslim ritual slaughter. I have personally had 
Sikhs contact me who are distressed and feel discriminated against because meat is often subject to 
halal slaughter and prayers and yet it is not labelled as such at the point of sale. A Sikh cannot 
confidently purchase meat from supermarkets and many butchers as this information is not readily 
available. It may have been subject to an Islamic ritual and fees but this is not revealed at the point 
of sale. 

Many Christians believe it is against their scriptures to eat halal certified food.  Many do not want to 
eat food sacrificed to idols because of Acts 15:28-29, “For it seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us 
to lay upon you no greater burden than these essentials: that you abstain from things sacrificed to 
idols…” 

There are other verses such as 1 Corinthians 10 (and surrounding verses), “For if someone sees you, 
who have knowledge, dining in an idols temple, will not his conscience, if he is weak, be 
strengthened to eat things sacrificed to idols?” Many interpret this to mean halal meat as it is 
sacrificed to Allah. In Romans there is a debate about eating such meat, for some it is sin, others it is 
not. What Christians need is information so they can make a choice. When it is hidden it is very 
difficult for this to happen. 1 Corinthians 10:28 says, “But if anyone says to you, “This is meat 
sacrificed to idols,” do not eat it, for the sake of the one who informed you, and for consciences’ 
sake;” Many Christians believe it is against the command of scripture to eat such food and without 
clear labelling there is no choice. Often meat is indeed prayed over and an Islamic religious practice 
is performed at the point of slaughter and yet by the time the meat is sold in a retail outlet there is 
absolutely no indication of this. Christians express that they feel religiously discriminated against. 

Jewish believers note two major differences between kosher and halal.  

1) Halal allows the mixing of milk and meat, Kosher does not. Thus anything cooked from a 
Halal kitchen (domestic or retail) is not kosher since the same utensils are used for meat and 
milk thus making all cooked food unkosher. 

2) Halal allows the eating of shellfish which is forbidden by Judaism. 
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Many Jewish people have contacted me and said they also object to paying halal fees which go 
toward Islamic organisations such as mosques and schools, when the Qur’an proclaims death to 
Jews, the destruction of Israel, and calls them names such as pigs and apes. Some Jewish people also 
believe that to eat halal meat is to break the first three commandments. 

Atheists complain that this is an imposition on their religious freedom. They do not want to 
participate with or endorse any religious practice on products and they certainly do not wish to fund 
it. Without clear labelling religious freedom s compromised. 

Why should Islam be deemed more important than Judaism, Christianity, Atheism, Buddhism or the 
religion of the Sikh? Why not label products so people have a choice? Why not have Muslims pay for 
their own religious practices instead of the cost being borne by the company or non-Muslim 
consumer? Halal certification fees cannot remain hidden in this country. If they do this is 
discrimination against Sikh’s, Christians, Jews, Atheists and all non-Muslim consumers. Religious 
freedom is compromised when one religion, a minority at that, is imposed upon the population, or 
protected, at the expense of others. 

The so-called Halal Authority in Australia believes there should be no choice for Australians when it 
comes to halal: 
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He also falsely proclaims that everyone can eat halal certified food which is untrue (and sounds quite 
bigoted according to his own use of the term). 

 

 

 

 

ii) Halal = Sharia:  Many Australians are completely opposed to Sharia Law in any form.  

In May 2011 the then Attorney General Robert McClelland stated there was no place in Australia for 
Sharia Law. Many Australians echo that sentiment however the reality is that we already have 
aspects of Sharia in our country. Halal only exists as a concept because of Sharia. Without Sharia Law 
there is no such thing as halal. Halal is an Islamic religious concept. 

In the Australian newspaper in 2011 Mr Ikebal Patel of AFIC  said. "Australia has had legislation on 
halal since 1983 -- so we are already dealing with aspects of sharia for the benefit of the country." 

In May 2011, Miranda Devine reported in the Herald Sun, “The opening for sharia law began with 
the relatively benign demand for halal food (meat from livestock slaughtered according to Islamic 
religious practice). 

On the Islamic website muslimvillage.com in June 2011 the secretary of the Australian Islamic 
Mission, Siddiq Buckley is quoted as saying, “There are practical examples of [sharia] here already. 
We have Muslim schools, mosques, funeral parlours, shops and businesses. We’ve got abattoirs, 
Islamic charities, Islamic financial institutions. There are so many things – halal meals served on 
airlines. This is all part of Sharia.” 

Supreme Islamic Council of Halal Meat in Australia (S.I.C.H.M.A) constitution clearly states, “The 
Organisation shall be a non-profit RELIGIOUS organisation DEDICATED to the PROMOTION of the 
Islamic religion, culture and principles.” It goes on to state that the objectives are to prepare halal 
meat “strictly to Islamic Sharia.” Even the certificate states it is according to Sharia Law.  
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SICHMA are a registered charity earning more than a million dollars a year. Their purpose is 
“Advancing Religion”. How do they fund it? Primarily through the shopping purchases of non-Muslim 
consumers. No informed consent has been given by the majority of consumers. There is a great need 
for this information to be present on the labels. 

The Islamic Council of Queensland also refers to Sharia, “Islam is not a mere religion. It is a way of 
life with rules and manners governing every facet of life (Sharia). Since food is an important part of 
daily life, food laws carry a special significance.” They also spell out the concept of Halal in Islam has 
very specific motives. Among them is to preserve the purity of (Islamic) religion. 

The Islamic Coordinating Council of Victoria says on its website: With five office staff, two external 
food technologists, four Sharia advisors and over 140 registered Halal slaughtermen/inspectors ICCV 
is the largest and the most respected Halal Certifier in Australia. http://www.iccv.com.au/about.htm  

http://www.iccv.com.au/about.htm
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Here are some more examples from overseas that confirm halal = sharia: 

 “Ahmad whips out his iPhone to scan the ingredients in the frozen pizza he holds in his hands. The 
halal Scanner app he recently downloaded informs him the pizza is Sharia-compliant.” 
http://muslimvillage.com/2011/03/08/9231/serving-the-expanding-halal-ecosystem/   

“From regulators to industry players, to Shari’ah scholars and academicians, the World Halal Forum 
provides a platform for the best minds to gather and learn from each other.” 
http://www.worldhalalforum.org/download/WHF%202012%20Post-Event%20Report%20-
%206%20June%202012%20-%20LORES.pdf   

This is a halal business http://www.shariahalalboard.org/  

 

This reinforces that halal certification is about religion (Sharia). Dr Ceric who is quoted as saying 
“let’s dominate the world through halal” a few years ago also mentions that the industry is corrupt. 

“Of course Halal is religion. We all know that. You don’t need to attend a three-day conference to 
tell you that. But too much emphasis on it (from a religious perspective) will be counterproductive. 
Don’t make simple things complicated or complicate simple things. Halal is for humankind,” Dr. 
Mustafa said. What is worrying, he further adds, is the fact that these obstacles are not coming from 
outside but instead it is rooted within the Muslim community. “We must stop the complaint, stop 
the attack and just continue doing what is beneficial for the Ummah. Move away from jealousy and 
corruption between each other,” Dr. Mustafa said. 

 http://www.worldhalalsummit.com/whs-2015-unified-session-4-closing-focus-on-creating-
innovative-halal-products-instead-of-endless-arguments-on-certification/    

 

 

iii) Profits go to Islamic mosques, schools and charities 

Another very contentious issue for consumers is that the profits of halal certification go to mosques, 
Islamic schools, Islamic community organisations and charities. Consumers want halal certification 
clearly labelled, and the certification company needs to be recognisable so consumers can choose 
whether or not they would like to financially contribute to such organisations. 

Take note of the costs and where the money goes as widely reported in Australian media in 2013. 
“Abattoirs in Queensland are having to fork out up to $27,000 per month for Halal certification, 
money which is allegedly being used to fund Islamic schools and mosques.” 
http://www.foodmag.com.au/News/Queensland-abattoirs-hit-with-thousands-in-Halal-c  

More detailed and specific information will be presented in point e) 

 

 

http://muslimvillage.com/2011/03/08/9231/serving-the-expanding-halal-ecosystem/
http://www.worldhalalforum.org/download/WHF%202012%20Post-Event%20Report%20-%206%20June%202012%20-%20LORES.pdf
http://www.worldhalalforum.org/download/WHF%202012%20Post-Event%20Report%20-%206%20June%202012%20-%20LORES.pdf
http://www.shariahalalboard.org/
http://www.worldhalalsummit.com/whs-2015-unified-session-4-closing-focus-on-creating-innovative-halal-products-instead-of-endless-arguments-on-certification/
http://www.worldhalalsummit.com/whs-2015-unified-session-4-closing-focus-on-creating-innovative-halal-products-instead-of-endless-arguments-on-certification/
http://www.foodmag.com.au/News/Queensland-abattoirs-hit-with-thousands-in-Halal-c
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d) whether current schemes provide enough information for   

consumers to make informed purchasing decisions: 

 

i) Most of the major brands in Australia are paying halal certification fees and yet do not 
clearly mark it on the labels.  

Sanitarium, Kellogg's, Nestle and most of the bread and dairy products are examples given in point 
b). Not only are these not marked on the label but often it is even difficult to get the information 
from their websites or consumer help lines. How does the consumer, Muslim or non-Muslim, make 
an informed decision at the point of sale? What is the point of this certification if it is hidden? 

 

 

ii) Different stages of production pay halal fess but it is not marked on the end product. 

The major supermarkets have found a convenient loop hole when providing information to 
consumers about the halal certified status of products they sell and produce. Woolworths is the 
prime example yet we have found Coles, Aldi, IGA, Franklins and more are similar. Woolworths does 
not pay for the halal certification in many instances, but often their supplier does. Woolworths tells 
consumers that none of the Homebrand or Select products are halal certified. This is simply not true. 
We have certificates and websites from suppliers that state otherwise. For example some bread, 
milk, nuts and sugar supplied to the Woolworths homebrand label is halal certified. Here are the 
proofs: 
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Following is an email confirming this company pays halal fees and supplies to Woolworths and Coles: 
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Following are more certificates stating fees have been paid for Woolworths brands: 
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Many of the Islamic halal certification organizations say on their websites that products such as 
honey, milk, nuts, grains and fish are all naturally halal (ie no fees required).  

Why is it these companies are paying money to state the obvious and then not disclosing it to the 
consumer?  

Why are some companies lying about halal certification?  

Why are companies giving in to threats?  

Capilano say they know honey is already halal but they pay the fees because it is demanded of them 
to be able to sell the product in Malaysia!  
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Doesn’t this have tones of extortion? We have been told by numerous companies they are directed 
to ay halal fees despite the fact their product is indeed ‘halal’. If they don’t pay the fee to state the 
obvious they will lose the contract and another ‘compliant’ company will be found (ie one who will 
pay the religious fee). Remember the processes don’t change, the ingredients don’t change, the 
quality or safety does not change – the ONLY difference is a religious fee has been paid. 

 

Another major frustration is the fact that a great deal of meat is slaughtered halal and certified as 
such but then one of two things occur:  

1. More fees need to be paid by the processor, transporter and retailer to have it certified halal, 
making it a multi-tiered system. For eg a chicken processing factory pays up to $40,000 and employs 
7 Muslim only, male only, slaughterers. Then a middle man wholesaler like Quality Kebabs pays in 
excess of $30,000 and the retail outlet pays another $5000. Sometimes it is labelled, sometimes not. 
The halal fees have been paid at least three times on the one product! 

2. The retailer can't disclose it was halal certified as a wholesale product because it was packed, 
transported or displayed with haram products like pork. Therefore it is not labelled as such even 
though it has undergone an Islamic religious ritual and a halal fee has been paid.  

Often the retail outlet can no longer claim it is halal if they don’t pay a fee, despite the fact in many 
cases nothing changes except the money paid. If it is not labelled as such how can a consumer make 
an informed decision?  
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e)  details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers,  

and the potential for these to impact on prices for consumers; 

 

i) More than 70% of chicken is halal certified, yet less than 5% is exported (mostly to non 
Islamic countries) 

More than 70% of all chicken slaughtered in Australia is done according to Sharia Law. This means 
Islamic  principles and rituals. Baiada/Steggles and Ingham have more than 70% of the market share 
and there are other chicken companies like Red Lea who also halal certify their chickens. They pay 
around $40,000 per year each factory just in halal certification fees. Red Lea reportedly employs 7 
Muslim-only men-only ‘slaughterers’  to watch, pray and rotate on a full time basis while a machine 
does all the slaughtering. That is a few hundred thousand dollars in wages in one processing plant 
for a service that around 2% of the Australian population requires. 

Usually at this point the naysayers like to jump on the “it’s for export” bandwagon.  

Chicken.org.au reports the following: 

“This means that virtually all chicken meat eaten in Australia is grown in Australia. Also, almost all 
chicken meat produced in Australia is consumed locally, with just under 5 per cent being exported. 
Australian chicken meat is exported primarily to South Africa, the Philippines, Hong Kong, Singapore 
and the South Pacific islands (DAFF, 2011).” 
http://www.chicken.org.au/industryprofile/downloads/the_australian_chicken_meat_industry_an_i
ndustry_in_profile.pdf   

These are not even primarily Muslim countries!  

How is it that Baiada/Steggles and Ingham have been duped into paying halal certification fees? How 
is it that more than 70% of all chicken slaughtered in Australia is subject to an Islamic religious 
practice and fees and yet only 2% of the consumers are actual Muslim? 

Why are Australian consumers who are just trying to shop and feed the family forced to pay for a 
service that is completely unnecessary and irrelevant to non-Muslims? 

If Muslims in this country want halal certified chicken then why can’t they raise the money to have 
someone slaughter and inspect the 2% of chickens required? By all means eat halal – but it needs to 
be user pays! These halal fees are paid several times over on the one product and the majority of 
these products are not for Muslim consumers. 

 

ii) How much red meat is actually destined for Muslim consumers? Is it proportional? 

As a government you need to look closely at how much meat and how many abattoirs are halal 
certified. Is it proportionate to the demand? It seems the majority of abattoirs are halal certified and 
yet not the same percentage is destined for a Muslim consumer. In the abattoirs there are clear and 
strict guidelines that the slaughterers must be male only and Muslim only – that seems quite 

http://www.chicken.org.au/industryprofile/downloads/the_australian_chicken_meat_industry_an_industry_in_profile.pdf
http://www.chicken.org.au/industryprofile/downloads/the_australian_chicken_meat_industry_an_industry_in_profile.pdf
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discriminatory especially if the meat is for the domestic market that is primarily non-Muslim. The 
costs of certificates, employee wages and other halal associated costs cannot reasonably be 
absorbed by the companies. Somewhere along the line it is passed on to consumers. 

There is a need for some abattoirs to be halal certified for our export market, but the reality is it is 
very difficult for many domestic consumers to source non halal certified meat. There have also been 
allegations of bribes being paid and exorbitant fees such as $27,000 a month! 

 

iii) Determining real costs of halal certification is difficult because of secrecy and 
inconsistencies. 

It is very difficult to determine the actual cost of halal certification in Australia. There is a great deal 
of secrecy. Most of the companies we ask say it against their policy or against their contracts to 
disclose the amount of halal certification. Despite this we have been able to discover there is a very 
large price range when it comes to halal certification. 

As pointed out earlier the chicken delivery van was a few hundred dollars plus 3cents per sticker. A2 
milk told us they were quoted around $7000 per year (they didn’t go through with it). Kopico told us 
they were charged $1500 a year to have one product halal certified. A confectionary supplier said 
they were quoted $1375 but didn’t go with it as they were not manufacturing or retailing the 
product and it seemed unnecessary. Others, like Fleurieu have stated in the media they pay around  
$1000 a year (despite the fact their products are halal anyway). 

It is interesting to note that in these Federal Court documents the cost of halal certification is much 
higher.  It says the ordinary licence fee for chicken kebab retailers was $5,000 per annum. The  
licence fee for wholesalers, such as Quality Kebabs, (without GST) was $27,090 in 2012, $33,580 in 
2013 and $34,510 in 2014. 
file:///C:/Users/hcuser/Documents/about%20Halal/Halal%20Certification%20Authority%20Pty%20Li
mited%20v%20Scadilone%20Pty%20Limited%20%5B2014%5D%20FCA%20614%20%2813%20June%
202014%29.html  

These are very large costs and it is hard to accept that small businesses can just ‘absorb’ tens of 
thousands of dollars a year. 

 

One report from the World Halal Summit claims the lack of a unified standard has also raised 
production costs for exporting companies, as they must follow different national regulatory 
standards. There are between 500 and 3,000 certification agencies around the world, of which 80 
per cent are from non-Muslim countries. http://www.worldhalalsummit.com/certifiers-forum-
session-1-harmonising-halal-standards-within-the-asean-region/   

 

See Appendix 9 (p.200) for a screen shot of a consumer’s experience with Popina and trying to get 
information. There are a lot of complications and restrictions because of non-disclosure forms. 

http://www.worldhalalsummit.com/certifiers-forum-session-1-harmonising-halal-standards-within-the-asean-region/
http://www.worldhalalsummit.com/certifiers-forum-session-1-harmonising-halal-standards-within-the-asean-region/
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iv) Where do the profits from certification fees end up? 

1) Islamic Mosques and schools 

In Australia most of the halal certification organisations are owned by Islamic mosques. For example 
AFIC and ICCV are owned and operated by societies of mosques and Islamic associations. A few 
companies are privately owned. 

This is an example of how some of them say they use their profits:  

Australia Halal Food Services states on it’s website that the money raised goes to nurturing and 
educating Muslim minds.  

Halal Australia is a little more vague when it says the profits go towards their “obligation to serve the 
community within social, educational and charitable activities.” I think we can assume that means 
Islamic education and charities. 

AFIC (Muslims Australia) state: Muslims Australia provides leadership in various programs including 
education, publications, social work, charity, provision of Imams and their salaries as well as 
assistance in Da’wah work, building of Mosques and other infra-structure for the member societies 
at the grassroots level. 

We have freedom of religion here in Australia, but I am not aware of any other religions profiteering 
from consumers or donors who don’t know what they are contributing toward. Mr Elmouelhy, the 
self-proclaimed authority on halal in Australia, says around $12 billion a year is generated in the 
halal industry. A great deal of this is going to mosques, Islamic schools and charities. 

  

 

The following are some of the reasons Australian consumers do not want mosques and Islamic 
schools to profit from their grocery purchases. We do have freedom of religion, but why should 
consumers contribute to these Islamic beliefs and practices? Why should profiteering from halal 
certification be acceptable? Why can’t the Islamic communities raise their own funds from their own 
followers to fund the costs associated with halal certification? 

Mosques and Islamic Schools teach the Qur’an. It is not illegal to teach the Qur’an in Australia, 
however, many Australians are not in agreement with what is taught in this book. So why should 
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non-Muslim Australian consumers contribute toward such practices? Imagine if churches had a 
hidden certification fee and it was discovered that their grocery purchases were raising huge funds 
for churches and Christian schools without consumer consent. 

The Bible of course does have violent verses, however, these are primarily descriptive and are 
limited to the immediate historical context. The Qur’an is different in that while it contains historical 
accounts it is also prescriptive and directive – all Muslims are encouraged to follow the example of 
Muhammed. Importantly it needs to be acknowledged that ISIS and other violent groups and 
individuals subscribe to these and other similar verses in the Qur’an to justify their actions. 

3:31. Say (O Muhammad ): "If you (really) love Allah then follow me (Muhammad), Allah will 
love you and forgive you of your sins. And Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful." 

3:32. Say (O Muhammad ): "Obey Allah and the Messenger (Muhammad )."... 

3:132. And obey Allah and the Messenger (Muhammad) that you may obtain mercy. 

The Qur’an contains over 100 verses inciting violence. Are these verse omitted in Australian 
mosques? Have you heard of ‘abrogation’? This means the early verses are cancelled and replaced 
by the latter verses. The Qur’an and Muhammed’s example gets more violent as the story goes on. 
Thankfully the majority of Australian Muslims do NOT follow the example of their prophet as they 
are commanded to do. Some will excuse it by saying they can only be violent in war while they are 
defending themselves. Some also say they are currently at war with the West. Never-the-less the 
commands are there and they give context to why Islam is often associated with violence. 

Sura 8:12 “When your Lord revealed to the angels: I am with you, therefore make firm those 
who believe. I will cast terror into the hearts of those who disbelieve. Therefore strike off 
their heads and strike off every fingertip of them.” 

Sura 8:67 “It is not for any prophet to have captives until he hath made slaughter in the land. 
Ye desire the lure of this world and Allah desireth (for you) the Hereafter, and Allah is 
Mighty, Wise.” 

Sura 8:65 “O Prophet! urge the believers to war; if there are twenty patient ones of you they 
shall overcome two hundred, and if there are a hundred of you they shall overcome a 
thousand of those who disbelieve, because they are a people who do not understand.” 

Sura 4:76 “Those who believe do battle for the cause of Allah; and those who disbelieve do 
battle for the cause of idols. So fight the minions of the devil. Lo! the devil's strategy is ever 
weak.” 

 

Remember, there are 100 verses just like these mentioned above. 
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Australian mosques benefit from halal fees and we are told that some of them host and promote 
hate preachers such as  

 and more. 

Some of these mosques harbour, educate, associate with and endorse ISIS and the jihadi’s who fight 
with them.  At least 120 Muslims from Australia have joined ISIS. More than 20 have died fighting for 
ISIS. There are only 88 Muslims in the ADF. So there are more Australian Muslims fighting against us 
than for us! Recently an ISIS recruiter was allowed to stay at the Minto mosque during Ramadan. 
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-07-02/hamdi-al-qudsi-allowed-to-live-in-mosque-for-
ramadan/6589512   

 SEGREGATION (between men and women, Muslims and non-Muslims) is practiced and often times 
‘enforced’ in mosques. Journalist Alison Bevege is currently in the process of suing Hiz but-Tahirih for 
this occurring during a public meeting.  http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/news/nsw/hizb-ut-tahrir-
faces-100k-sexual-discrimination-claim/story-fnpn118l-1227382692581   

INEQUALITY of women is taught in Australian mosques funded by the profits of halal certification. 
The testimony of a woman is worth 1/2 that of a man, a woman is entitled to half the inheritance, a 
man is entitled to full. 4 witnesses are required to prove a rape has taken place. 

Sura 4:11 “Allah instructs you concerning your children: for the male, what is equal to the 
share of two females.” 

Sura 2:282 “And bring to witness two witnesses from among your men. And if there are not 
two men [available], then a man and two women from those whom you accept as witnesses 
- so that if one of the women errs, then the other can remind her.” 

Sura 24:4 “And those who launch a charge against chaste women, and produce not four 
witnesses (to support their allegations),- flog them with eighty stripes; and reject their 
evidence ever after: for such men are wicked transgressors;-“ 

 

BIGOTRY is promoted in Mosques and Islamic schools that teach the Qur’an. Kafirs, infidels or 
unbelievers, are worth less than Muslims and are encouraged to treat them as such. We should also 
pay the ‘due tax’ or jizya (perhaps halal fees?) 

Sura 47:4  “When you encounter those who disbelieve, strike at their necks. Then, when you 
have routed them, bind them firmly.” 

Sura 3:28 “Believers are not to take disbelievers (kafir) for friends instead of believers. 
Whoever does that has nothing to do with God, unless it is to protect your own selves 
against them. God warns you to beware of Him. To God is the destiny.” 

Sura 9:29 “Fight those who do not believe in God, nor in the Last Day, nor forbid what God 
and His Messenger have forbidden, nor abide by the religion of truth-from among those who 
received the Scripture-until they pay the due tax, willingly or unwillingly.” 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-07-02/hamdi-al-qudsi-allowed-to-live-in-mosque-for-ramadan/6589512
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-07-02/hamdi-al-qudsi-allowed-to-live-in-mosque-for-ramadan/6589512
http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/news/nsw/hizb-ut-tahrir-faces-100k-sexual-discrimination-claim/story-fnpn118l-1227382692581
http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/news/nsw/hizb-ut-tahrir-faces-100k-sexual-discrimination-claim/story-fnpn118l-1227382692581
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Sura 3:110 “You are the best community that ever emerged for humanity: you advocate 
what is moral, and forbid what is immoral, and believe in God. Had the People of the 
Scripture believed, it would have been better for them. Among them are the believers, but 
most of them are sinners.” 

Sura 98:6 “Those who disbelieve among the People of the Scripture, and the Polytheists, will 
be in the Fire of Hell, where they will abide forever. These are the worst of creatures.” 

Sura 5:51 “O you who believe! Do not take the Jews and the Christians as allies; some of 
them are allies of one another. Whoever of you allies himself with them is one of them. God 
does not guide the wrongdoing people.” 

 

Some mosques desire to establish the Caliphate in Australia. The self-proclaimed ‘authority’ on halal 
certification in Australia is also the General Secretary of the World Halal Council:  

 

The World Halal Council believes the New World Order will rise on halal: 
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In a number of mosques polygamy and violence, such as beating your wife or blaming victims for 
rape, have been encouraged - all by teachings taken directly from the Koran, Hadiths and the 
example of their prophet. 

Sura 4:3 “If you fear you cannot act fairly towards the orphans-then marry the women you 
like-two, or three, or four. But if you fear you will not be fair, then one, or what you already 
have. That makes it more likely that you avoid bias.” 

Bukhari (5:268) - "The Prophet used to visit all his wives in a round, during the day and night 
and they were eleven in number." I asked Anas, "Had the Prophet the strength for it?" Anas 
replied, "We used to say that the Prophet was given the strength of thirty men."   
Muhammad had special rules that allowed him at least eleven wives.  (His successors had 
more than four wives at a time as well.) 

Sura 4:34 “Men are the protectors and maintainers of women, as God has given some of 
them an advantage over others, and because they spend out of their wealth. The good 
women are obedient, guarding what God would have them guard. As for those from whom 
you fear disloyalty, admonish them, and abandon them in their beds, then strike them. But if 
they obey you, seek no way against them. God is Sublime, Great.” 
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It is alleged there are underage marriages taking place within some mosques as well. Muslims follow 
the example of their prophet Muhammed. He married Aisha when she was 6 and consummated the 
marriage when she was 9 years old! Is it any wonder we are seeing underage marriages increase? 

Muslim 8:3309 'A'isha reported: Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) married me 
when I was six years old, and I was admitted to his house at the age of nine. 

Bukhari 58:234 Narrated by Aisha:  The Prophet engaged me when I was a girl of six (years). 
We went to Medina and stayed at the home of Bani-al-Harith bin Khazraj. Then I got ill and 
my hair fell down. Later on my hair grew (again) and my mother, Um Ruman, came to me 
while I was playing in a swing with some of my girl friends. She called me, and I went to her, 
not knowing what she wanted to do to me. She caught me by the hand and made me stand 
at the door of the house. I was breathless then, and when my breathing became Allright, she 
took some water and rubbed my face and head with it. Then she took me into the house. 
There in the house I saw some Ansari women who said, "Best wishes and Allah's Blessing 
and a good luck." Then she entrusted me to them and they prepared me (for the marriage). 
Unexpectedly Allah's Apostle came to me in the forenoon and my mother handed me over 
to him, and at that time I was a girl of nine years of age. 

 

Islamic schools are being investigated for fraud. There are also some bizarre practices going on in 
Islamic schools. It is reported one principal forbid female students from participating in athletics 
because they might lose their virginity and he also segregated males and females. The piano has 
been banned because it is evil. Another principal told students ISIS is “made up” by Western 
governments. 

These are just some limited examples of what is taught and practiced in Islamic Schools and 
Mosques. Many Australian consumers are NOT against religious freedom, however, like me, they 
certainly do not want to fund Islamic religious practices. If Muslims want to read or subscribe to 
teachings in the Qur’an that is their right. Religious freedom in this country permits this book and 
meeting places such as mosques. However, religious freedom also means that Australians can 
choose NOT to support Islamic religious institutions with their grocery purchases. Without clear 
labelling religious freedom is seriously compromised.  

 

2) Islamic Charities 

In the USA, Canada and France there have been proven links between halal certification 
organisations, Islamic charities and terrorist organisations. 

It is reasonable that these links are thoroughly investigated here in Australia. 

In Australia the government issued this report from the Australian Institute of Criminology in 2011 
titled, “Money Laundering and Terrorism Financing, risks to Australian non profit organisations” 
(NPO’s) 

 http://www.aic.gov.au/media_library/publications/rpp/rpp114.pdf  

http://www.aic.gov.au/media_library/publications/rpp/rpp114.pdf
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It is concerning that, “Charities, in particular, are thought to provide terrorists with the ideal vehicle 
with which to both generate support for their activities and propagate their particular ideologies. 
Charities, through their ability to attract large numbers of donors and increase public advocacy and 
support, are veritable wellsprings for raising funds (Winer 2008).” 

The report notes NPO’s, “may have a global presence, are often situated or operate within areas of 
conflict and regularly depend on intermediary partners or local branches to deliver funds and 
services, sometimes without direct supervision or control” 

The report also states, “It has been suggested that there exist many examples of organizations 
which, in addition to their violent activities, devote significant time and resources to take care of the 
poor in a more or less institutionalized way (Ly 2007: 180). So-called ‘asset substitution’, where 
funds are interchanged between legitimate and illegitimate uses, is seen as a particular issue and is 
carried out by groups such as Hamas, Hezbollah and the LTTE. These groups are recognised as 
sponsoring a combination of humanitarian and terrorist activities.” 

"Among the sector, it is the (Islamic) charities that have been judged at greatest risk. Charities not 
only provide a means of generating funds but also of concealing its diversion. Donors that are both 
witting and unwitting, supply a steady stream of funds that may be bequeathed anonymously due to 
cultural or faith-based reasons. Verification inquiries around the destination and use of donations 
are moderated by community confidence in the charities intentions. Funds collected on the pretext 
of charitable use can then be re-routed to the intended recipients, or divided between charitable 
and terrorist support. The latter course can act to reinforce terrorist operations, by cultivating 
sympathies and developing recruitment grounds for the next cohort of militants." 

AUSTRAC (2010a: 8) lists ‘financial contributions through formal charitable donations’ as one of the 
three most common methods by which terrorism funds are raised in Australia. 

 

These are some of the very concerning and complicated factors we face when it comes to halal 
certification, charities and terrorist organisations. It is very unlikely direct links would be made – 
since that is illegal. These organisations would go to great lengths to hide where the money comes 
from and where the money goes. However, we can start by looking at a few overseas examples. 
Then we could pursue a thorough and rigorous investigation here. 

As a government, can you definitively and confidently declare that the Islamic charities registered 
here in Australia are only contributing to humanitarian causes and not terrorist activities? Where is 
your proof? 

 

An example from the USA 

The Holy Land Foundation was a US charity which was found to have strong links to halal 
organisations and 5 members were found guilty of funding Hamas.  

This is from the US Justice Department in 2004: 
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The indictment alleges that the Holy Land Foundation (HLF) was created for the purpose of 
providing financial and material support to HAMAS. It is alleged that over the years, the Holy 
Land Foundation provided significant financial resources to HAMAS, known HAMAS leaders 
and key strategists. 

The indictment further alleges that in April 1988 the HLF sent approximately $100,000 to 
Hamas Mousa Abu Marzook, who shortly thereafter became HAMAS's Political Bureau Chief. 
Additionally, between April 1989 and October 1989, the Holy Land Foundation transferred 
approximately $725,000 to an account held by the Islamic Center of Gaza, located in Gaza. 
The Islamic Center of Gaza was established by HAMAS leader and founder Sheik Ahmed 
Yassin, and was used by him to coordinate and conduct HAMAS activities. 

As the U.S. Government began to scrutinize individuals and entities in the United States who 
were raising funds for terrorist groups in the mid-1990s, the indictment alleges that the Holy 
Land Foundation intentionally cloaked its financial support for HAMAS behind the mantle of 
charitable activities. The indictment alleges that the Foundation and the defendants 
provided financial support to the families of HAMAS suicide bombers, detainees, and 
activists knowing and intending that such assistance would support HAMAS's terrorist 
infrastructure. 

As alleged in the indictment, the defendants targeted specifically for financial aid families 
related to well-known HAMAS terrorists killed or jailed by the Israelis. In this manner, the 
defendants effectively rewarded past, and encouraged future, suicide bombings and 
terrorist activities on behalf of HAMAS. 

http://www.justice.gov/archive/ag/speeches/2004/72704ag.htm  

 

This is from an FBI document: 

The government’s case included testimony that in the early 1990's, Hamas’ parent 
organization, the Muslim Brotherhood, planned to establish a network of organizations in 
the U.S. to spread a militant Islamist message and raise money for Hamas. The government’s 
case also included testimony about Hamas material found in zakat committees. The 
defendants sent HLF-raised funds to Hamas-controlled  zakat committees and charitable 
societies in the West Bank and Gaza. Zakat is an Arabic word referring to the religious 
obligation to give alms. 

http://www.fbi.gov/dallas/press-releases/2009/dl052709.htm FBI press release 

 

This document is from the US Department of Justice. It shows that halal certification organisations 
were unindicted co-conspirators in the Holy Land Foundation case. 

(CAIR along with ISNA who was also named are halal certifiers in the US) List of unindicted 
co-conspirators from US District Court Dallas Attachment a Part III #11 CAIR and Part VII #3 
ISNA  (IRFAN is also listed here Part VIII #6- they were a part of the Canada money trail) 

http://www.justice.gov/archive/ag/speeches/2004/72704ag.htm
http://www.fbi.gov/dallas/press-releases/2009/dl052709.htm
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http://www.investigativeproject.org/documents/misc/360.pdf   

 

 

An example from Canada 

MAC (Muslim Association of Canada) raised money through halal certification, and then gave over 
$14million to IRFAN which had it’s charity status revoked by the Canadian Government. 

Both links are to the Canada Revenue Agency 

http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/ebci/haip/srch/revcausesumm-eng.action?r=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cra-
arc.gc.ca%3A80%2Febci%2Fhaip%2Fsrch%2Fbasicsearchresult-
eng.action%3Fk%3Dinternational%2520relief%2520fund%26amp%3Bs%3Dregistered%26amp%3B%
3DSearch%26amp%3Bp%3D1%26amp%3Bb%3Dtrue%26amp&bn=885408849RR0001  

http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/chrts-gvng/chrts/whtsnw/trrrst-ntty-eng.html?rss  

This is a graph from Point de Pascle that demonstrates what happened: 

 

 

 

I have a lot of other links to pages that all interpret this information the same way. Funds raised 
from halal certification have ended up in the hands of terrorists.  

CBN also reported that the Muslim Brotherhood controls 60% of halal organisations in France. 

http://www.cbn.com/cbnnews/world/2011/january/muslim-halal-food-sales-supporting-terrorism/  

It is important to note that all of these organizations are engaged in genuine “humanitarian” 
activities alongside Jihad activities. 

In the R. v. Ahmad, 2009 CanLII 84774 (ON SC) (sections 80-84), Judge Dawson explains that a 
Canadian organization that provides funds towards the construction of schools (we can extrapolate 
towards other “humanitarian” activities) in Gaza allows Hamas to transfer the money that would 
have been otherwise directed toward civil activities to be used otherwise. It is then impossible to 

http://www.investigativeproject.org/documents/misc/360.pdf
http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/ebci/haip/srch/revcausesumm-eng.action?r=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cra-arc.gc.ca%3A80%2Febci%2Fhaip%2Fsrch%2Fbasicsearchresult-eng.action%3Fk%3Dinternational%2520relief%2520fund%26amp%3Bs%3Dregistered%26amp%3B%3DSearch%26amp%3Bp%3D1%26amp%3Bb%3Dtrue%26amp&bn=885408849RR0001
http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/ebci/haip/srch/revcausesumm-eng.action?r=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cra-arc.gc.ca%3A80%2Febci%2Fhaip%2Fsrch%2Fbasicsearchresult-eng.action%3Fk%3Dinternational%2520relief%2520fund%26amp%3Bs%3Dregistered%26amp%3B%3DSearch%26amp%3Bp%3D1%26amp%3Bb%3Dtrue%26amp&bn=885408849RR0001
http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/ebci/haip/srch/revcausesumm-eng.action?r=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cra-arc.gc.ca%3A80%2Febci%2Fhaip%2Fsrch%2Fbasicsearchresult-eng.action%3Fk%3Dinternational%2520relief%2520fund%26amp%3Bs%3Dregistered%26amp%3B%3DSearch%26amp%3Bp%3D1%26amp%3Bb%3Dtrue%26amp&bn=885408849RR0001
http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/ebci/haip/srch/revcausesumm-eng.action?r=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cra-arc.gc.ca%3A80%2Febci%2Fhaip%2Fsrch%2Fbasicsearchresult-eng.action%3Fk%3Dinternational%2520relief%2520fund%26amp%3Bs%3Dregistered%26amp%3B%3DSearch%26amp%3Bp%3D1%26amp%3Bb%3Dtrue%26amp&bn=885408849RR0001
http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/chrts-gvng/chrts/whtsnw/trrrst-ntty-eng.html?rss
http://www.cbn.com/cbnnews/world/2011/january/muslim-halal-food-sales-supporting-terrorism/
http://www.canlii.org/en/on/onsc/doc/2009/2009canlii84774/2009canlii84774.html
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disassociate contributions directed towards the “humanitarian activities” of Hamas from those 
directed to support their terrorist and military activities. 

“This has the indirect effect of freeing up money that Hamas would otherwise spend on 
reconstruction for use in pursuing other purposes. The example postulates that it is generally known 
that Hamas engages in some terrorist activities.” 

http://www.canlii.org/en/on/onsc/doc/2009/2009canlii84774/2009canlii84774.html  

 

The Australian Institute of Criminology report I mentioned previously agrees with this conclusion. 

More recently, AUSTRAC published this report, “Terror Financing Australia 2014.” 

http://www.austrac.gov.au/publications/corporate-publications-and-reports/terrorism-financing-
australia-2014  

It would seem the complications have increased and there is no definitive way the government can 
say halal certification fees are not ending up in the hands of extremists or terrorists: 

Syria 

Australians have travelled to Syria to illegally engage in the conflict, raising a concern that 
they will join terrorist groups engaged in fighting. This raises a significant risk that either 
they or their supporters will raise funds for terrorism-related purposes in Syria. At least two 
groups listed as terrorist organisations by the Commonwealth Government, Jabhat al-Nusra 
(al-Nusra) and the Islamic State, are engaged in conflict against the Syrian regime. Hizballah 
has aligned itself with the Syrian regime, and Hizballah's External Security Organisation is 
listed as a terrorist organisation in Australia. 

Terrorist groups active in Syria have links with radicalised individuals in Australia. The large 
volume of humanitarian aid and financial assistance sent from Australia to family and 
community members in Syria provides opportunities for commingling or disguising funds for 
terrorism financing among the legitimate transactions. Conflict in Syria creates a dynamic 
environment for terrorism financing, which may lead to the use of new methods of 
fundraising and transferring funds. 

Neighbouring countries including Lebanon, Turkey, the United Arab Emirates and Jordan 
have been used as conduits to route money destined for terrorist groups in Syria. These 
jurisdictions are targeted due to the comparative stability of their financial sectors and 
because funds sent to these countries are less likely to attract attention than those sent 
directly to Syria. Cash may also be physically couriered into these conduit countries from 
Australia and carried overland across the border into Syria. 

The report goes on: 

 Charities and not-for-profit organisations 

http://www.canlii.org/en/on/onsc/doc/2009/2009canlii84774/2009canlii84774.html
http://www.austrac.gov.au/publications/corporate-publications-and-reports/terrorism-financing-australia-2014
http://www.austrac.gov.au/publications/corporate-publications-and-reports/terrorism-financing-australia-2014
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Some Australia-based charities and NPOs have been exploited by terrorist groups to raise 
relatively large amounts of money over time. These organisations can be exploited in a 
number of ways: 

Charities and NPOs can be used to disguise international funds transfers to high-risk regions. 

Funds raised for overseas humanitarian aid can be commingled with funds raised specifically 
to finance terrorism. 

Funds sent overseas by charities with legitimate intentions can also be intercepted when 
they reach their destination country and siphoned off for use by terrorist groups. 

The risks associated with the misuse of charities and NPOs are high as these organisations 
offer the capacity for groups to raise relatively large amounts of money over time. However, 
this risk should be considered in the context of the relatively low incidence of terrorism 
financing in Australia, and the low value of funds suspected to have been raised in Australia 
to date. While charities and NPOs are one of the more significant Australian terrorism 
financing channels, they have not featured in a large number of Australian terrorism 
financing cases. Rather than representing a sector-wide risk, terrorism financing in Australia 
has been limited to a handful of charities and NPOs. 

Domestic charities and NPOs are at risk of being misused by overseas terrorist groups which 
have a supporter base among communities in Australia. Some donors may willingly provide 
donations to support the groups, while other donors, and the charities themselves, may be 
coerced, extorted or misled about the purpose of funding. 

Charities and NPOs which operate in crises and war zones overseas are at risk of being 
infiltrated and exploited by terrorist groups in these areas. Funds sent to Syria and 
neighbouring countries for humanitarian aid are at increased risk of being used for financing 
terrorism if they are sent through less-established or start-up charities and NPOs. 

 

It seems that AUSTRAC knows for certain that charities and NPO’s have been used to fund terrorism, 
and yet there is no disclosure, charges have not been laid, and one could presume they are still 
operating? What is being done to prevent this from happening? 

Perhaps if organisations and individuals were not able to profiteer from halal certification the risks of 
funding terrorism would be decreased? 

 

Human Appeal International 

Human Appeal International (HAI) is an Islamic charity operating in Australia. 

Below are links to foreign government reports on HAI and Terrorism. 
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The first is a CIA report from 1996. On page 5 it names HAI (Human Appeal International) as a 
conduit for funds to Hamas. Lots of the websites/news reports refer to this document. It also lists 
many other Islamic charities as NPO’s that fund terrorism.  

http://web.archive.org/web/20030630045544/http://www.centerforsecuritypolicy.org/cia96chariti
es.pdf  

The report opens with this statement: 

 

 

This report is similar to our own report which says, 

 

This CIA report lists HAI as a charity that raises funds for Hamas 

 

http://web.archive.org/web/20030630045544/http:/www.centerforsecuritypolicy.org/cia96charities.pdf
http://web.archive.org/web/20030630045544/http:/www.centerforsecuritypolicy.org/cia96charities.pdf
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Has the Australian government thoroughly and satisfactorily investigated HAI and whether or not it 
is actually fundraising for Hamas in Australia? 

 

This US Treasury Report describes how the Union of Good was formed to channel funds to the 
military wing of Hamas. 

http://www.treasury.gov/resource-center/terrorist-illicit-finance/Pages/protecting-union-of-
good.aspx  

 

 

There are varying reports that HAI is a part of the Union of Good. What has the Australian 
government uncovered regarding this? 

Mr Elmouelhy, owner of the Halal Certification Authority, is a large donor to Human Appeal 
International and it would give Australians great peace of mind to know exactly where that money is 
going. 

 

http://www.treasury.gov/resource-center/terrorist-illicit-finance/Pages/protecting-union-of-good.aspx
http://www.treasury.gov/resource-center/terrorist-illicit-finance/Pages/protecting-union-of-good.aspx
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His organisation, Halal Helpline is a Gold Sponsor which means he contributed at least $20,000 to 
HAI. 

 

 

 

 

Also see http://www.abc.net.au/7.30/content/2003/s887343.htm  “The 7:30 Report: Claim money 
from Australia sent to organisations linked to terrorism” 

http://www.abc.net.au/7.30/content/2003/s887343.htm
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Have links to the Union of Good been established or investigated in Australia? Both Muslim Aid and 
Human Appeal International have been accused of channeling funds to terrorist organisations. What 
is the extent of the investigations? Both of these charities receive money from halal certification in 
Australia.  

Halal Australia acknowledge affiliations to these charities on their page: 

 

 

 

Islamic Relief Australia and Al-Imdaad are both heavily involved in Syria. There is no doubt that the 
humanitarian crisis is real and dire, but we need assurances the funds are going only to humanitarian 
needs and not to jihad. How can this government ensure this is the case? Has it been investigated? 

Curiously the 2013 President’s Report for the Islamic Council of Western Australia contained this 
sentence: 

“During the year ICWA (the Islamic Council of WA) has made ongoing donations to Syria 
because of the difficult civil conditions.  The donations were made through Al Imdaad 
charity, to ensure that no recriminations could be directed at ICWA.” 

Sgd Dr Rateb Jneid 

What recriminations is he referring to? Please investigate this and assure Australians that money 
raised from halal certification is not being channeled through Islamic charities to benefit terrorists. 
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Just this month it was reported an Australian charity was being investigated for terror links.  

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-07-03/australian-charity-investigated-for-alleged-is-
links/6591174  

 

Muslim Aid Australia is a very large Islamic charity. They have proud associations with International 
Humanitarian Relief Foundation, Qatar Foundation and Al-Imdaad. 

 

 

International Humanitarian Relief Foundation (IHH) has been linked to the Muslim Brotherhood, as 
well as the Hamas fund-raising Union of Good. 

Qatar Foundation has allegedly given money to extremist cleric Yusuf al Qaradawi, an advocate of 
terrorism, wife beating and anti-Semitism.  

Al Imdaad is a charity that is pro Hamas, has links to the Somalian Muslim Brotherhood and one of 
Al-Imdaad's trustees, , has written and sung a nasheed [Islamic song] in praise of 
the Taliban. 

AUSTRAC, the Australian Institute of Criminology, the CIA, FBI and many more security agencies have 
all published reports stating that Islamic charities are conduits for terrorism financing. How deep 
have the government investigations gone? Can you unequivocally assure consumers halal funds do 
not end up in the hands of extremists? 

AUSTRAC state: 

“Some Australia-based charities and NPOs have been exploited by terrorist groups to raise relatively 
large amounts of money over time.” 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-07-03/australian-charity-investigated-for-alleged-is-links/6591174
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-07-03/australian-charity-investigated-for-alleged-is-links/6591174
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Which charities? What are the consequences? Why haven’t they been exposed, prosecuted or shut 
down? Why are these charities still allowed to operate and why are people still allowed to give large 
sums of money to these organisations who have channeled funds to terrorist groups? 

 

It would also seem that there is a history of Islamic halal funded organisations not submitting 
financial reports as required by Australian Law. 

The Adelaide Mosque (recognised halal certifier) recently lost it’s charity status for failing to submit 
financial reports. AFIC will be addressed in point g). 

 

 

 

v) Some overseas Islamic organisations claim halal certification should be free of charge 

Another interesting point is several halal organisations or Islamic authorities claim halal certification 
should be free of charge. 

 from Japan has initiated a conversation with me via Facebook. This is his website 
http://translate.google.com.au/translate?hl=en&sl=ja&u=http://web.nipponasia-
halal.org/&prev=search   

and these are some screenshots of his opinion: 

 

http://translate.google.com.au/translate?hl=en&sl=ja&u=http://web.nipponasia-halal.org/&prev=search
http://translate.google.com.au/translate?hl=en&sl=ja&u=http://web.nipponasia-halal.org/&prev=search
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This example is from Indonesia: 

http://en.tempo.co/read/news/2014/02/24/055557058/MUI-Chief-Halal-Certification-Should-be-
Free-of-Charge  

MONDAY, 24 FEBRUARY, 2014 | 14:10 WIB 

MUI Chief: Halal Certification Should be Free of Charge 

TEMPO.CO, Jakarta - Chief of Indonesia Ulema Counsel  (MUI) Amidhan Shaberah stated that halal 
certification should be free of charge. He added that the same thing applies to other halal 
certification institute in other nations. 

 

This is an excerpt from a sermon by an Islamic preacher. It is very clear that the current system is 
corrupt and all about profiteering. It is a long article but I strongly recommend you read it in it’s 
entirety as only a small part is quoted here (Appendix 7): 

Ulama are simply people to whom Allah has granted ‘ilm, knowledge of His deen and His rulings. And 
it is their duty to freely transmit that knowledge to the rest of us, not to withhold it and sell it to the 
highest bidder. They cannot sell rulings because they are not theirs to sell, they are Allah’s. And thus 
they cannot charge people a premium for ruling their products to be halal. By doing so, they are 
doing exactly what Allah criticises the rabbis of the Jews for doing, when He says in surat al-Baqara, 

 the translation of which is, “Do not sell My signs for a paltry price.” It is totally َقلِیًال  َثَمًنا بِآََیاتِي َتْشَتُروا َوَال  
reprehensible that make a profit from selective issuing of the rulings of the deen. 

This is particularly true: 

And, that is something that is already happening in other parts of the world where halal stamps have 
knowingly been granted to products later found to not be halal at all. And it is happening here, with 
the desire for profit getting in the way of common sense, and stamps being sold to be affixed on 
products such as water, tooth picks and black pepper. This is a clear misuse of the system. 

file:///C:/Users/hcuser/Documents/about%20Halal/The%20Jumua%20Mosque%20of%20Cape%20T
own%20%20Khutba%20on%20Halal%20Certification%20Fiasco.htm  Appendix 7 

 

 

This is a commentary by a Muslim scholar (newspaper article) Dr Taj Hargey. He is the founding 
chairman of, and remains affiliated with, the ‘Muslim Education Centre of Oxford’. He reportedly 
says, “Halal meat should never be forced on customers without their knowing, surreptitiously and 
using clandestine methods. It’s unfair to everyone, non-Muslims and Muslims alike. It’s deception on 
a grand scale for the former, while it could fuel bitter resentment against the latter.” 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/debate/article-2623879/We-Muslims-appalled-sale-halal-meat-
stealth.html#ixzz3eyihZOhA   

http://en.tempo.co/read/news/2014/02/24/055557058/MUI-Chief-Halal-Certification-Should-be-Free-of-Charge
http://en.tempo.co/read/news/2014/02/24/055557058/MUI-Chief-Halal-Certification-Should-be-Free-of-Charge
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/debate/article-2623879/We-Muslims-appalled-sale-halal-meat-stealth.html%23ixzz3eyihZOhA
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/debate/article-2623879/We-Muslims-appalled-sale-halal-meat-stealth.html%23ixzz3eyihZOhA
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f)    the importance of food certification schemes in relation  

to export market access and returns to producers; 

 i) Supply exceeds demand, excessive fees and allegations of bribery 

How much red meat exactly is exported to Islamic countries? How many abattoirs are halal certified? 
Is it disproportionate? It would seem that supply far exceeds demand. How many jobs are affected 
since these abattoirs can only employ Muslim men? What happened to the non-Muslim abattoir 
workers? Females? 

As noted in point e) less than 5% of chicken in Australia is exported and most of it is destined for 
non-Muslim markets – so why is more than 70% of chicken halal certified? 

Some abattoirs have been charged outrageous prices such as $27,000 a month!  

“One major Queensland meat processor, which did not want to be identified, claimed it had 
been quoted $27,000 a month in Halal certification fees through another MUI-endorsed 
certifier - four times more than AHFS had been charging.” 
http://www.news.com.au/national/aussie-firms-paying-inflated-price-to-have-halal-
certification/story-fncynjr2-1226743120181  

 

There are also claims bribes have been paid: 

http://en.tempo.co/read/news/2014/02/24/055557058/MUI-Chief-Halal-Certification-Should-be-
Free-of-Charge  

MONDAY, 24 FEBRUARY, 2014 | 14:10 WIB 

MUI Chief: Halal Certification Should be Free of Charge 

TEMPO.CO, Jakarta - Chief of Indonesia Ulema Counsel  (MUI) Amidhan Shaberah stated that halal 
certification should be free of charge. He added that the same thing applies to other halal 
certification institute in other nations. 

However, several halal certification institutions in Australia began to raise concerns as their halal 
license appeal to MUI is yet to receive an answer. The license will grant them authority to issue MUI 
halal certificate to Indonesian products in Australia. 

Investigation revealed that a certain amount of cash will have to be paid to MUI, in order to receive 
the license. A former financial manager in a certification institute claimed to delivered Aus$50,000 to 
'pay' MUI for the license. 

"Back then, MUI threatened to withdraw our license," the manager said to Tempo in Melbourne a 
few weeks ago. Not only that MUI charges for the license, it also requires that all expense for 
Australian visit to be reimbursed. 

http://www.news.com.au/national/aussie-firms-paying-inflated-price-to-have-halal-certification/story-fncynjr2-1226743120181
http://www.news.com.au/national/aussie-firms-paying-inflated-price-to-have-halal-certification/story-fncynjr2-1226743120181
http://en.tempo.co/read/news/2014/02/24/055557058/MUI-Chief-Halal-Certification-Should-be-Free-of-Charge
http://en.tempo.co/read/news/2014/02/24/055557058/MUI-Chief-Halal-Certification-Should-be-Free-of-Charge
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Chief of Sydney Halal Certification Authority Mohamed El-Mouelhy, stated to have issued Aus$26,000 
to pay seven MUI delegates in their visit to Australia in 2006. LPPOM Director at MUI Lukmanul 
Hakim denied such allegation, yet confirming that they charge the host authority to cover the visit 
expenses. "We do not have cash for making the visit," he said. 

KARTIKA CANDRA 

 

If this is true surely it is illegal. What sort of investigation has been carried out? While exports may 
be vital for our meat industry are we really prepared to accept that bribery is acceptable? 

In point g) I have included a long email correspondence between myself and  of 
. In these emails she also claims there is bribery: 

11/3/15 6:51pm 
 

Hello  Kirralie, 
 
  Thanks for your reply. Trust me when I say you will want to speak with me. 

I have dynamite for you. Of course bring it all out publicly will be  a longer term thing but I 
am willing to assist  you where I can. 
I can tell you pretty much whose who and what's up  in the Halal accreditation  bribed 
based  industry right in front of AQIS eyes. 
You need to know I have worked with Muslim Leaders since 2003 in an effort to  Ban Live 
Exports which 99% of them support btw. 

 

 

ii) The fact is there are many non-meat products successfully sold in overseas Islamic 
markets that do not have halal certification. 

Arnotts are a major, international company that successfully sells its products overseas. They state 
on their website, “Arnott's does not certify its products sold in Australia or New Zealand based on 
any particular religious beliefs.” 

Lindt Chocolate have issued similar statements in the past. 

There are hundreds of non meat products sold in Islamic countries without halal certificates. It is 
simply a null and void argument for many products that would be purchased anyway. The issue is 
that most companies are ignorant of what is required so they pay unnecessary fees to state the 
obvious. 

iii) An example of bullying: Emirates & Fleurieu Milk 

Fleurieu Milk is already halal, they said themselves they didn’t have to change anything, just pay fee 
to state the obvious. Milk is already halal (permissible). They didn’t need to change any processes or 
ingredients. If Emirates threaten this company, or any other, that they will renege on a contract if 
halal religious fees are not paid then surely there is something very wrong with the system. The 
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Australian media like to use the term ‘bullying’ when it comes to consumers who choose to boycott 
halal certified products. I do not condone consumers or anyone else threatening others or being 
abusive in their tone or language. I believe the term ‘bully’ would be more suitable to Emirates in 
this example. It was reported that Fleurieu Milk were only paying around $1000 a year in halal 
religious fees. Due to consumer backlash they announced they would cease paying the fees. Nothing 
would change in their production methods. Their fear was Emirates would pull out of the $50,000 
contract. The truth of the matter was not well reported. Fleurieu did not cease paying the fees and 
they did not lose the contract. My assertion is that had Emirates followed through they were in fact 
the ones more appropriately labelled bullies. 

The product remains the same, the only difference is a religious fee is paid! It is not the boycotters 
who are the bullies but companies such as Emirates who demand religious fees are paid on already 
compliant products. The product is still suitable but companies are demanding religious fees are 
paid. This sounds very reminiscent of mafia practices don’t you think? 

 

iv) Animal cruelty – halal slaughter and live trade 

Many consumers are deeply concerned about halal slaughter practices and the live trade of our 
sheep and cattle. It is understood that the majority of meat is pre-stunned in Australia but there are 
some exceptions. What is interesting to note is that halal slaughter in any manner is purely a 
religious requirement. It does not mean better quality meat, safer products or improved hygiene. 
The government seems more than happy to endorse this Islamic Sharia ritual at the expense of other 
religious beliefs in Australia. The government is bending over backwards to endorse, protect and 
promote Islamic Sharia over and above quality control, hygiene and food safety standards. 

There are numerous reports from animal lobby groups such as “Animals Australia” that have 
exposed the appalling and shocking treatment of animals in the live trade industry. All for the sake of 
appeasing the Islamic Sharia market. Profits have replaced integrity, ethics and quality. 

Australia does not need to be dictated to by Islamists. If halal slaughter is essential for trade with 
some markets then we need to have more control over halal slaughter and the live trade of animals. 
Profiteering and cruelty must be taken out of the equation. There needs to be one central 
government body responsible for this. Our meat is world class and meets all standards for hygiene, 
safety and quality. Religious rituals should not be the primary driving force of how we conduct 
business in Australia. 

http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/news/nsw/animals-australia-appeal-for-government-to-buy-
back-sheep-bound-for-cruelty-in-kuwait/story-fni0cx12-
1227454348719?utm_content=SocialFlow&utm_campaign=EditorialSF&utm_source=DailyTelegraph
&utm_medium=Facebook  

http://www.abc.net.au/4corners/special_eds/20110530/cattle/  

http://www.animalsaustralia.org/  

 

http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/news/nsw/animals-australia-appeal-for-government-to-buy-back-sheep-bound-for-cruelty-in-kuwait/story-fni0cx12-1227454348719?utm_content=SocialFlow&utm_campaign=EditorialSF&utm_source=DailyTelegraph&utm_medium=Facebook
http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/news/nsw/animals-australia-appeal-for-government-to-buy-back-sheep-bound-for-cruelty-in-kuwait/story-fni0cx12-1227454348719?utm_content=SocialFlow&utm_campaign=EditorialSF&utm_source=DailyTelegraph&utm_medium=Facebook
http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/news/nsw/animals-australia-appeal-for-government-to-buy-back-sheep-bound-for-cruelty-in-kuwait/story-fni0cx12-1227454348719?utm_content=SocialFlow&utm_campaign=EditorialSF&utm_source=DailyTelegraph&utm_medium=Facebook
http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/news/nsw/animals-australia-appeal-for-government-to-buy-back-sheep-bound-for-cruelty-in-kuwait/story-fni0cx12-1227454348719?utm_content=SocialFlow&utm_campaign=EditorialSF&utm_source=DailyTelegraph&utm_medium=Facebook
http://www.abc.net.au/4corners/special_eds/20110530/cattle/
http://www.animalsaustralia.org/
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It should also be noted that some halal certifiers are opposed to pre stunning and yet accept fees 
and engage in halal slaughter anyway! This is hypocrisy and more evidence this industry is about 
profiteering and imposing religious Sharia practices in Australia. 

 

 

 

 

 

g)    the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including, but 
not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any related matters. 

  

i) Allegations of corruption, bribes, threats and more 

Immediately after both I and Mohamed Elmouelhy appeared on Today Tonight (7/3/12)  
 of  contacted me. It was initiated by her and she volunteered all the 

information. 
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 ii) Defiance of some Muslims to accept any outcomes of this inquiry 

 

World Halal Council states they will not permit interference by non-Muslims. 
http://www.worldhalalcouncil.com/hcb-unity-meeting-against-non-muslims-interference-in-halal-
issues-13-14-june-2015-in-istanbul-turkey.html  

 

 

The General Secretary of the World Halal Council is Mohamed Elmouelhy, he is the owner of the 
Australian Halal Authority. (What makes him an authority? What qualifications does he or any other 

http://www.worldhalalcouncil.com/hcb-unity-meeting-against-non-muslims-interference-in-halal-issues-13-14-june-2015-in-istanbul-turkey.html
http://www.worldhalalcouncil.com/hcb-unity-meeting-against-non-muslims-interference-in-halal-issues-13-14-june-2015-in-istanbul-turkey.html
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certifier have? Why should we trust their authority when they seem to disagree with each other? 
The term authority also has connotations that it is endorsed by the government, is it?) 

 

He was also a speaker at this year’s conference called, “Non Muslim Interference in Halal Issues” 

 

 

On the 7/6/15 he wrote on his facebook page: (See screenshot on page 10) 

“My proposal is simple:  

1. All ingredients in a product must be halal certified even if the ingredients are naturally halal.  

2. Not to accept self-certification under any circumstances.  
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3. Advise Muslims to only purchase certified products by genuine Muslim certifiers.”  

Why should companies have to pay certification fees for an ingredient that ALL Muslims know is 
already halal? Why should companies/consumers have to pay fees to state the obvious? This is 
already happening and there seems to be a trend toward this even more. For example white milk is 
already considered halal (permissible) so why should a company have to pay a fee for that? 

 

This webpage states: 

“Halal is a pure Islamic issue and Halal standardization and certification cannot be a working-
field for non-Muslims. Any Muslim religious issue is the sole prerogative of Muslims, 
especially their respective religious authorities. This implies that no standards for Halal 
procedures used by the Muslim community may be set and owned or controlled by a non-
Muslim organization.”  

This is outright discrimination. If halal certification forbids non-Muslims from working in the 
industry, and if slaughterers must be males only we are cutting out a significant number of our 
workforce. If more than 70% of all our meat is halal certified then how do non-Muslims secure work 
in these processing plants?  These are real issues and concerns. The goal of many certifiers is to have 
all stages of production halal certified. It certainly has not been achieved in its fullness yet, but it is a 
clear goal of many of the halal certification agencies. 

These are the closing statements about non-Muslim interference with halal certification: 

 

The World Halal Council is clearly not going to comply with anything this committee recommends. 
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It is interesting to note what the Indonesian MUI say about Mr Elmouelhy wanting to start up the 
World Halal Council in this article: 
http://en.tempo.co/read/news/2014/02/25/241557349/Amidhan-Shahberah-I-can-Accept-Graituity  

 

 

This article claims Mr Elmouelhy is not even qualified to be a halal certifier let alone an ‘authority’ 

http://islaminindonesia.com/tag/mohamed-el-mouelhy/  

There are seven (requirements), but I don’t remember all of them. Two which I remember are 
first, he must be a scientist in his field. Second, there must be an Islamic law expert, like the 
LPPOM and the Fatwa Commission. The MUI recognizes dozens of halal certifiers in Australia. 
But in fact, there is one which failed the test. Mohamed Elmouelhy. 

The owner of the Halal Certification Authority of Australia is Mohamed El-Mouelhy. The halal 
certifying company owned by this Mouelhy was disqualified in 2006, because according to reports, 
he had no scientist involved in his business, and he had no Islamic law expert, even though he 
claimed to be one himself because he was Egyptian. But for the MUI, there must be at least two 
people. 

 

It is claimed he also paid bribes: 

http://en.tempo.co/read/news/2014/02/24/055557064/Halal-Certificate-for-Sale 

 “"It's common knowledge in Australia that in order to get authorization you have to bribe MUI 
officials," Mohamed el-Mouelhy, president of the Sydney-based Halal Certification Authority told 
Tempo. 

El-Mouelhy gave AUD $26,000 to seven MUI officials during a visit to Australia in 2006, of which "the 
largest share" went to Amidhan, he said.  He did not, however, receive authorization.” 

This is a report from the Australian newspaper: 

http://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/latest-news/australia-caught-in-cash-for-halal-claim/story-
fn3dxix6-1226836295598  

What investigations have been undertaken regarding this? 

 

http://en.tempo.co/read/news/2014/02/25/241557349/Amidhan-Shahberah-I-can-Accept-Graituity
http://islaminindonesia.com/tag/mohamed-el-mouelhy/
http://en.tempo.co/read/news/2014/02/24/055557064/Halal-Certificate-for-Sale
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/latest-news/australia-caught-in-cash-for-halal-claim/story-fn3dxix6-1226836295598
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/latest-news/australia-caught-in-cash-for-halal-claim/story-fn3dxix6-1226836295598
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iii) Corruption in AFIC and more 

AFIC control or manage a great deal of the halal certification funds in Australia. There have been 
prolonged and sustained allegations of corruption and yet very little action seems to have been 
taken. It is reported some of the Islamic Societies have failed to lodge financial reports for up to 8 
years despite being required to by law. 

This has been going on for years.  September 30, 2011 Leo Shanahan from The Australian reported,  

“THE troubled management of the nation's peak Muslim body is under fresh scrutiny. A vice-
president of the taxpayer-funded Australian Federation of Islamic Councils has demanded an 
external audit following concerns of financial impropriety. Hyder Gulam, a respected lawyer 
and former Royal Australian Air Force officer, said he was denied his right to inspect the 
finances of AFIC at a September 10 meeting despite being a vice-president of the 
organisation.” "I was denied the opportunity to inspect our finances, despite my requests 
made plainly three times, and duly noted in the minutes," he said. 
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/national-affairs/demands-for-external-audit-of-top-
muslim-council/story-fn59niix-1226152272759  

Recently the ABC reported,  

“The ACT Government has said it would consider cancelling the registration of the Islamic 
Council of the ACT after an ABC investigation found the group may have failed to hold 
annual meetings for up to four years. Both it and its NSW counterpart, Muslims NSW, have 
been accused of not holding annual meetings for as long as eight years and the claims are 
supported by paperwork lodged with regulators in those states.”  
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-06-27/muslim-state-councils-accused-of-avoiding-
accountability/6577366    

This is very concerning as AFIC and many Islamic Councils control millions of dollars in halal 
certification fees. This is from http://www.smh.com.au/news/national/revealed-the-saudis-
paymaster-in-australia/2005/09/09/1125772698477.html  

“Right now Mr Khan is at the centre of a poisonous battle to control millions of dollars in 
Halal meat trade rights granted by the Saudi King. Until recently Mr Khan maintained a 
powerful sway over the money through his influence over the Supreme Islamic Council of 
Halal Meat in Australia. But in a bruising legal battle that climaxed in 2003 Mr Khan's 
opponents wrested the rights from his grasp. 

Those who have bucked his influence in the past have felt his wrath. He has frozen out 
opponents by reporting their misdeeds to Saudi officials, pushed to cut their access to Saudi 
dollars and drawn the kingdom into the internal politics of Australian Muslims. 

"If they ask me about somebody, I express my views," Mr Khan told the Herald. 

But he heatedly denied writing "top secret" intelligence reports for Saudi officials. These 
reports, which have been circulated by some of his former friends, are written on his 
letterhead and carry his signature, but Mr Khan said they were forgeries. 

http://www.theaustralian.com.au/national-affairs/demands-for-external-audit-of-top-muslim-council/story-fn59niix-1226152272759
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/national-affairs/demands-for-external-audit-of-top-muslim-council/story-fn59niix-1226152272759
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-06-27/muslim-state-councils-accused-of-avoiding-accountability/6577366
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-06-27/muslim-state-councils-accused-of-avoiding-accountability/6577366
http://www.smh.com.au/news/national/revealed-the-saudis-paymaster-in-australia/2005/09/09/1125772698477.html
http://www.smh.com.au/news/national/revealed-the-saudis-paymaster-in-australia/2005/09/09/1125772698477.html
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"Anyone can write these," he said, adding that he had seen copies of similar reports in Saudi 
Arabia. "A very respectable friend of mine, they gave him a report and they said, 'Shafiq has 
written against you.' He was crying at my home. I said, 'I can swear on the Koran I didn't 
write it."' 

Mr Khan's influence is such that Amjad Mehboob, the head of the Australian Federation of 
Islamic Councils, Islam's peak body in Australia, sat in on our interview, intervening to praise 
Mr Khan's extraordinary generosity and his role as a conduit to Saudi Arabia. For both men, 
much is at stake. Many Muslims believe the Australian Government has publicly endorsed 
Mr Khan's faction. And there is little doubt this support will help the faction win back the 
Halal meat millions. 

The certification rights from Saudi Arabia allow their owners to in turn certify the 
slaughtermen who kill animals in accordance with Islamic regulations. With a tithe on every 
carcass, and the market for Halal meat rapidly growing, the certification rights are worth 
millions of dollars. "There is a battle going on because we have made some very serious 
complaints to the Saudi authorities," Mr Mehboob said. 

Those who control the rights can build mosques, fund the training of imams in their chosen 
country and bring Islamic preachers to Australia. The money is also a vital subsidy to the new 
Islamic schools flourishing in Australia and which are a source of both influence and income 
for their owners. Mr Khan's King Al-Faisal College, for example, has received more than $2.5 
million in federal grants in the past two years. 

AND: 

The Supreme Islamic Council of Halal Meat in Australia is now in the hands of those who 
took him to court. And neither Mr Khan nor his backers in the Australian Federation of 
Islamic Councils are happy. While they are careful not to make any public allegations against 
those in charge, they have made claims that money from the Halal meat rights could end up 
in the hands of Islamic extremists. 

 

How seriously has the government taken these accusations? These Islamic individuals and groups 
have said themselves that the halal fees could end up funding Islamic extremists! Do you really think 
they will hand it over directly? Do you think it would be obvious and easy to trace? Have the leaders 
of S.I.C.H.M.A, Mr Khan and the leaders of AIC been questioned by police as to why they have made 
such claims?  

In all the years since this was reported it would seem not much has changed. In fact it would appear 
to be getting worse. Recently Rick Morton of the Australian reported: 

http://www.theaustralian.com.au/in-depth/community-under-siege/halal-certification-charter-
signed-in-secret-in-mecca/story-fnubfp6c-1227367563146  

Some of the region’s most influential Muslim leaders met in secret in Mecca last year at the 
behest of a Saudi-born Wahhabi leader to sign an agreement that would set up a new 

http://www.theaustralian.com.au/in-depth/community-under-siege/halal-certification-charter-signed-in-secret-in-mecca/story-fnubfp6c-1227367563146
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/in-depth/community-under-siege/halal-certification-charter-signed-in-secret-in-mecca/story-fnubfp6c-1227367563146
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umbrella organisation and an investment fund to control much of the booming halal 
certification market. 

The accord, obtained by The Australian, brought together the unlikeliest of figures under the 
“honorary presidency” of World Muslim League general secretary Abdallah Ben Abdel 
Mohsen al-Turki. 

Dr Turki had brought the figures, including embattled Australian Federation of Islamic 
Councils president Hafez Kassem and “Mr Saudi” in Australia, Sha-fiq Khan, to Mecca to 
conquer and divide the multi-million-dollar halal certification market. 

It is essential that this inquiry investigates these claims. If halal certification is for Muslims 
consumers, and it is funded by Muslim consumers and companies that is one thing. However, if it is 
being funded by all Australian consumers and non-Muslim companies the government has a 
responsibility to ensure that allegations of corruption are investigated. 

 

iv) Other countries have 1 main government registered or controlled halal certification body 
and most are not for profit.  

Predominately Islamic countries such as Indonesia, Malaysia, Turkey and Saudi Arabia have one main 
halal certification body. 

Australia has at least 33 halal certifiers which have formed into two main groups: 

(1) Islamic incorporated associations (15 certifiers) 

(2) Private companies or businesses (18 certifiers) 

Some Islamic associations have also formed companies (Pty Ltd) or have registered business names 
for the purpose of running their halal certification as businesses. This is necessary to profit from the 
gains because incorporated associations are meant to be not-for-profit club or community groups. 

Each of these 33 separate halal certifiers have different halal labels, different standards, different 
qualifications (if any at all), different market accreditation and different motives. It’s very 
cumbersome and confusing. This is by no means a complete list and some may no longer be 
certifying at time of publication. They provide similar services yet some are ‘charities’ and some are 
private businesses. 

The incorporated associations are: 

ACT 

Islamic Society of ACT 

NSW 

Australian Federation of Islamic Councils Inc 

Supreme Islamic Council of Halal Meat in Australia Inc 
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Muslim Association of Riverina Wagga Wagga Inc 

VICTORIA 

Islamic Council of Victoria Inc 

Al-Iman Islamic Society Inc 

Australian Islamic Foods Organisation Inc 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

The Adelaide Mosque Islamic Association of South Australia Incorporated 

Islamic Society of South Australia Inc 

Halal Supervisory Board of South Australia for the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

The Islamic Council of Western Australia Inc 

The Islamic Council of Geraldton 

The Islamic Association of Katanning 

Perth Mosque Inc 

NORTHERN TERRITORY 

Islamic Society of Northern Territory 

 

The company and business entities are: 

QUEENSLAND 

Australian Halal Food Services Pty Ltd 

Australian Halal Development and Accreditation (AHDAA) Pty Ltd 

Australian Halal Certifications Pty Ltd 

Halal Certification Council Pty Ltd 

Gold Coast Halal Certification Services (registered business name) 

NEW SOUTH WALES 

Halal Australia Pty Ltd (NSW) 

Halal Certification Authority Pty Ltd 
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Taqwa Halal certification Pty Ltd 

Human Appeal International Limited 

Australian Halal Meat Services (registered business name) 

The United Arab Moslem Association Limited 

VICTORIA 

Australian Federation Of Islamic Co-Ordinating Councils Pty Ltd 

Global Halal Trade Centre Pty Ltd, Preston 

Islamic Coordinating Council of Victoria Pty Ltd 

Australian Halal Authority Advisers Pty Ltd 

Western Australia Halal Authority Pty Ltd 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

Western Australia Halal Authority Pty Ltd 

Halal Meat Board of Western Australia, (registered business name),  

Halal-Sadiq Services (registered business name), 

 

 

Australia has 500,000 Muslims (2.2% of 23 million people) and 33+ known halal certifying bodies. 

Indonesia has 210 million Muslims (84% of 250 million people) and one halal certifying body. As does 
Malaysia (and all other Islamic countries for that matter) and all are government bodies. 

Our Islamic trading partners all have just one government run, government regulated ‘halal’ body 

Australia’s ‘halal’ industry is an unregulated mess. 

 

Dr Hani Al-Mazeedi shares many of our concerns 
https://azkahalal.files.wordpress.com/2012/06/gimdes-2012_dr-hani-al-mazeedi1.pdf  

Hani Mansour M. Al-Mazeedi (born 1954) is a Kuwaiti scientist who specializes in Halal 
requirements, quality and Safety systems for food (HACCP/Pre-requiste programs such as GMP & 
GHP) and Halal services for the Halal Industry. He is the son of Mansour Mosa Al-Mazeedi, one of the 
founding members of the National Assembly of Kuwait. 

HCB means Halal Certified Body: 

https://azkahalal.files.wordpress.com/2012/06/gimdes-2012_dr-hani-al-mazeedi1.pdf
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He also supporters our claims of inconsistency and profiteering: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

v) How are our pork, alcohol, finance and defence industries affected? 

I have anecdotal evidence of concerns about how halal certification schemes affect industries that 
are based on pork products and alcohol in particular. We have a strong and proud pork and alcohol 
industry in Australia. But as pressure is applied to businesses to become halal compliant it means 
that where they once served pork or alcohol, or used elements of such in products, or cleaning, or 
packaging, they are no longer permitted to do so. 
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I suspect that if these industries were questioned we would find there has been a negative effect 
due to the pressure for other companies to become halal certified. 

It is also implied that to become halal compliant there can be no investment or financing involved in 
these industries. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS & CONCLUSION 

I urge this inquiry to consider the following questions and recommendations. There is no doubt that 
the halal certification industry is an unregulated mess, full of inconsistencies, profiteering, 
misinformation and possible criminal activities. 

 

1. HALAL CERTIFIED PRODUCTS MUST BE CLEARLY LABELLED 

How does the consumer, either Muslim or non-Muslim know that a product is suitable or unsuitable 
if it is not clearly labelled?  

Where is the choice for consumers? Why is halal certification often hidden?  

Consumers have a right to know if their grocery purchases have been subject to an Islamic religious 
ritual or if fees have been paid to an Islamic institution. 

 

2. PROFITEERING AND OPPORTUNISM MUST BE REMOVED 
 

Why are non-Muslim consumers subject to these certifications? Halal certification is irrelevant, and  
in some cases oppositional, to the majority of consumers in Australia. 

Why should non-Muslim consumers and Australian businesses who are already under financial 
strains be required to pay fees to state the obvious about their products? Why are already halal 
(permissible) products subject to religious fees that have no bearing on the quality, safety or hygiene 
of that product? 

There needs to be one government controlled body to oversee halal certification.  

It must be only for relevant and necessary products.  

It must be clearly labelled.  

The Islamic community can raise their own funds to pay the wages of the government approved 
halal certifiers. If it is truly for Islamic religious purposes there should be no ability to profit from 
non-Muslims. Muslims can prove their piety and commitment to halal by funding the system 
themselves and by not charging all Australian consumers for an irrelevant religious practice.  

The Muslim community in Australia can raise their own funds to pay for inspectors to ensure a 
product meets their religious requirements. They can fund their own stamps, marketing and 
approval systems. Muslims can inform their own community at their own expense as to what is halal 
(permissible). This does not need to be imposed on all Australian consumers. 
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3. HALAL MEAT SUPPLY 

There needs to be a clear determining of exactly how much meat in Australia actually requires halal 
certification. It is not necessary that more than 70% of meat or chicken needs to undergo an Islamic 
religious ritual for a domestic market where approximately 97% of consumers are not Muslims. 

Halal slaughter does not improve the quality, safety or hygiene of a product. This submission is 
primarily concerned with the domestic market.  (There is certainly a necessary and lucrative export 
market for halal meat. It is my belief that export issues require a separate discussion and a 
concentrated study.) 

How is it that Baiada/Steggles and Ingham have been duped into paying halal certification fees? How 
is it that more than 70% of all chicken slaughtered in Australia is subject to an Islamic religious 
practice and fees and yet only 2% of the consumers are actual Muslim? 

If Muslims in this country want halal certified chicken (or beef or lamb) then why can’t they raise the 
money to have someone slaughter and inspect the 2% of chickens required? By all means eat halal – 
but it needs to be user pays! These halal fees are paid several times over on the one product and the 
majority of these products are not for Muslim consumers. 

  

4. COMPANIES MUST BE EDUCATED ABOUT HALAL  

There is great pressure on businesses to become halal certified whether they want to or not. Many 
companies do not understand that their product is already halal (permissible) and there is no need 
to pay fees to state the obvious. 

Islamic certifiers must not be permitted to pressure already compliant businesses to pay a fee. If a 
product or service is found to be halal suitable then Muslim inspectors can inform their own 
communities at their own expense. 

There is pressure for the whole chain to become halal certified. This is unnecessary and if Muslims 
insist on ensuring the whole chain is halal then they can raise their own money to employ inspectors 
and inform the Islamic community. 

 

5. WHY SHOULD NON-MUSLIM CONSUMERS FUND ISLAMIC RELIGIOUS RITUALS? 

Why are non-Muslim companies and consumers pressured to partake in and fund Islamic religious 
practices? 

No-one seems willing to address the issue of why non-Muslims should have halal certification 
imposed upon them and why should they fund it. 

The extent of halal certified products has clearly gone way beyond what both Muslim and non-
Muslim consumers would deem necessary. 

I am against having an Islamic religious practice imposed upon me and I am opposed to funding it. 
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Why should one religious practice be imposed upon non-adherents to that faith? Shouldn’t there at 
least be a choice for consumers? 

Why should Islam be deemed more important than Judaism, Christianity, Atheism, Buddhism or the 
religion of the Sikh? Why not label products so people have a choice? Why not have Muslims pay for 
their own religious practices instead of the cost being borne by a company or non-Muslim 
consumer? 

 

6. INVESTIGATE ALLEGATIONS OF FRAUD, CORRUPTION, BRIBERY & MORE 

Why are companies giving in to threats? Capilano say they know honey is already halal but they pay 
the fees because it is demanded of them to be able to sell the product in Malaysia! 

Fleurieu Milk is already halal, they said themselves they didn’t have to change anything, just pay fee 
to state the obvious. If Emirates threaten this company or any other that they will renege on a 
contract if halal religious fees are not paid then surely there is something very wrong with the 
system. The product remains the same, the only difference is a religious fee is paid! It is not the 
boycotters who are the bullies but companies such as Emirates who demand religious fees are paid 
on already compliant products. 

Were bribes in fact paid? What knowledge does AQIS have about this? Is it a case of turning a blind 
eye or will there be consequences? 

Is discrimination against non-Muslims happening in abattoirs or other industries to comply with 
‘halal’ rules? 

As a government, can you definitively and confidently declare that the Islamic charities registered 
here in Australia are only contributing to humanitarian causes and not terrorist activities? Where is 
your proof? 

 

CONCLUSION: Do we have religious freedom in Australia, or not? 

Muslims are free to eat halal in this country– but certification needs to be funded by them, not ALL 
consumers. There is a major difference between halal and halal certified. Halal simply means 
permissible. Halal certification is the payment of fees for a religious service.  

The extent of halal certified products clearly demonstrates that most products for sale in Australia 
are in fact suitable for Muslim consumers. In many cases nothing changes in the production except 
that a fee has been paid to an Islamic religious institution or business. Where processes do have to 
change, it is often at the expense of our pork or alcohol based industries.  

When it comes to halal slaughter we have a majorly disproportionate amount of halal certified meat 
compared to the number of consumers who require it. This unnecessarily excludes a large number of 
non-Muslim, and/or female workers in the industry. This is done simply to meet a religious 
requirement, despite the fact the much of the end product will not be classified halal anyway. 
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It has been clearly shown that the main purpose of halal certification is to raise money for mosques, 
Islamic schools, Islamic charities and other Islamic organisations. Muslims are free to practice their 
religion in Australia but it is not acceptable to impose those practices on to ALL consumers. In fact 
this is against our constitution! If any profit is to be made from halal certification for Islamic 
beneficiaries it should come from Muslim consumers only. 

All people in this country ought to enjoy religious freedom – that is the freedom to choose or reject 
religious rituals and whether or not they want to fund them. Australians opposed to halal 
certification are not bigots. They simply want to enjoy the tolerance and freedoms supposedly 
available to everyone in our democracy. Australians opposed to funding halal certification, whether 
it is one dollar or billions of dollars, have every right to do so. Religious rituals need to be voluntarily 
funded and fully disclosed and transparent. 

I do not want Islamic religious practices imposed upon me, and I do not want to fund it. That is my 
democratic right in a free and tolerant society. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



100 
 

APPENDIX 1 

First_Name:  

Last_Name:  

Phone_Number:  

Email_Address:  

Questions:  

Hi guys. I'm not your typical correspondent. I'm an Australian Moslem that's lived in Australia since 
1970. Australia is my home and where my kids have been born. We are all 100% Australian. Put it 
this way, if Australia went to war and brought back conscription, my kids would be fighting for 
Australia with pride. 

My question to you is why are you so against Halal Certification of food? I promise I am not trying to 
incite an argument with you. I am merely trying to understand what is that you find threatening 
about a halal stamp on th back of food products? 

I would be most interested in having a discussion with you on this issue and it's not because I plan to 
change your mind. I respect your opinion. I am merely trying to understand it. The reason I'll make 
clear to you if you decide to continue corresponding with me. 

-----Original Message----- 

From:  

Sent: Monday, 5 November 2012 12:59 PM 

To:  

Subject: RE: Contact request from www.halalchoices.com.au 

Hi  

Thank you for your email. 

We have approximately 8000 visitors a month to our website who are mostly concerned about the 
level of halal certification in Australia. I launched the website to give consumers a choice about the 
products they purchase because in many cases the companies refuse to make that information 
known on their labels. 

I can't speak for everyone of course but I will give you a few reasons why I started the website. 

First of all I want to make it clear I love this country because each person is FREE to worship who 
they want , how they want (within reason of course). 

Muslims, Christians, Hindu's, Buddhists, etc. are all valuable and contributing members to our 
society. What I object to is having someone else's religious practices imposed on me. 
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When I started investigating it was for a personal shopping list for me. 

What I discovered however is that there are some disturbing trends and/or inconsistencies in halal 
certification. For example fruit in its own juice being halal certified along with honey, nuts, fish, 
grains, milk and other products that are already halal without certification. Cat food really shocked 
me and I read on a number of Islamic websites that this is considered ridiculous by Muslims as well. 
It made me suspicious and I also looked into where the money goes. 

At the very least most certification agencies are owned by mosques. I, and thousands of others in 
this nation, do not want to fund mosques. Like I said you or anyone else is free to be a Muslim but it 
shouldn't be at my expense. 

I don't like the teaching or practices that go on like segregation of men and women, the teaching 
about women in Islam, the teaching about non-Muslims, democracy, equality, apostasy and many 
other things. You are free to believe and practice those things but I do not want my finances going 
toward such things. 

There are also examples of halal certification schemes funding terrorism in Canada, USA and France. 
This is very concerning and I have discovered that the halal certification schemes are not transparent 
when it comes to where the money goes here in Australia. 

Many, many companies do not even disclose their halal certification status which is extremely 
curious. Basically they know many Aussies will not buy their products if it were clearly marked on the 
label. I also find it fascinating that for example Steggles pay tens of thousands of dollars a year for 
halal slaughter methods but many Muslims won't buy their products because of the way the chicken 
is then packed, transported or stored in the retail outlet. Christians and Jews don't want to buy such 
products because they have been dedicated to a foreign god which is against the teachings of their 
religion.  

 

I could go on and on but hopefully you get the idea. Most Muslims can read ingredient lists and 
make a decision, they did so for many years until the recent rise of certification schemes.  

I hope this is helpful for you. I look forward to hearing your 'reason' for corresponding. 

Kirralie 

6/11/12 

Dear Kirralie, 

All I can say at this point is "Wow!". A very informative and detailed response. You've given me a lot 
to think about and I'd like to respond but am off to work at the moment. I will, however, write to 
you throughout the day, if that's ok with you. I hope you don't mind my imposing myself on you but 
you've been very gracious in taking the time to write back with such a detailed email. I'd like to 
thank you for doing so and will write to you later today. 

Thanks again Kirralie. 
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Best Regards, 

 

-----Original Message----- 

From:  

Sent: Tuesday, 6 November 2012 9:26 AM 

To:  

Subject: RE: Contact request from www.halalchoices.com.au 

Looking forward to hearing from you. 

Kirralie 

8/11/12 

Hi Kirralie, 

Sincere apologies for not getting back to you earlier. I work in pharmaceuticals and it's been a hectic 
few days. 

(Just reading over my finished email, I'm so sorry that it's so long but I had so much to say. Don't give 
up though. Please read it when you have a spare half-day :) 

Kirralie, while I do not intend for this to turn into a religious debate, back and forth on what's what 
in Islam, I feel I should at least answer the points that you've brought up as to your reason for 
fearing or disliking Islam. Please be aware that everything anybody who is not a Moslem, knows 
about Islam, is learnt through what the media report. I don't mean to say that the media is 
knowingly perpetuating fallacies about Islam. The media is merely reporting the news as it happens. 
Its the people ( this is where I have to be careful because I get so mad about this following point) 
who like bring attention to themselves, the fringe members of Islam who are completely imbecilic, 
retarded, violent, idiotic few who give the rest of us VERY bad name. I hope you realise that this is a 
very small proportion of the community at large. but why is it always these idiot types that make the 
news? Because the majority of Moslems in this country that are like me  and my family believe in 
one crucially important point - we are all part of a cohesive society. We want life to move smoothly. 
We want to be part of this country. We definitely do not want to be seen as different. We definitely 
do not NEED our faces on TV spewing hatred and preaching lies. I am not an apologist for these 
stupid idiots, neither am I in the habit of doing PR for Islam, but when you live your entire life being 
painted by the same brush that is used on these fringe dwelling fanatics, you get very upset.  

I can understand COMPLETELY why we're currently hated. I can understand COMPLETELY why we're 
feared and seen as a people who don't wish to integrate. But you have to believe me when I say that 
this is not the true meaning of our religion. We do not condone the flogging of someone because thy 
drank alcohol. We don't condone the violent riots that occurred all because of some racists 
completely irrelevant views on our prophet. And let me say that most of us were horrified at what 
some of those banners said. 
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Absolutely disgusting. What kind of animals would condone such words? I assure you that this is not 
Islam. 

Islam does not preach or encourage the inequality we sadly see in many Arab countries. It is those 
people who like to dance to their own beat who perpetrate the idea that women are unequal to 
men. It's like the Burqa. If you go to Lakemba or Bankstown, you'll see many women wearing it. This 
is not part of Islam. This stems from ignorance. You've heard the saying that knowledge can be a 
dangerous thing in the hands of the wrong people. Well, these less-intelligent people will always be 
looking at taking everything to the next extreme. That's why they're called extremists. They become 
so crazy with religion that they start making little changes here and there. Over time, these changes 
become part of the normal worship. It's why you have Moslems who Burqas and the majority that 
don't and know it's wrong. What kind of religion would encourage women to dress in garb that, not 
only draws ridicule and contempt, but also instil fear into people's hearts? If this was truly part of 
Islam, I'd leave today and take my family with me. 

Apostasy - another massive fallacy perpetrated by idiotic and stupid extremists. Why would God ask 
us to execute a person who leaves Islam? How could any Moslem believe that he would? Well, 
certainly there are those that believe it and preach it, otherwise you'd never have heard of it. 
Another shameful fallacy we as Moslems have to bear.  

A true Moslem does not refer to Christians and Jews as infidels. The word and the thought is both 
offensive and ridiculous. Yes, of course there are those that use it, otherwise people would never 
have heard of it. However, the Koran actually refers to Christians and Jews as "people of the 
revealed books", because as we Moslems have a book from God to follow, so do Christians and Jews. 
We also very strongly believe, as Christians do, we must not judge, lest we be judged. 

 

I'm very sorry Kirralie. I've done exactly what I said I wouldn't. I've turned his into a religious 
discussion. I don't mean to try and convert you o change your opinion. As a fellow human being, I 
recognise and respect your opinion and, naturally, your right to have them. I just thought that 
maybe you should hear the truth from somebody (one of millions worldwide) who is not hell bent on 
destroying the way of life in the West. We like the West. 

It's why our parents brought us here - for a better life. 

I hope you will believe me when I tell you that mainstream Islam is not at all like what you've heard 
and seen on TV. There are so many things wrong with the way extremists represent us that what I've 
written above does not go anywhere near covering it. You have to understand that in every culture, 
every race, every religion, etc there are always those that have their own opinions, their own beliefs. 
It's these ignorant asses that ruin it for the rest of us.  

We're not all bad people. Actually, most of us are quite good. My wife wears a veil. This was her own 
choice and one that she made only ten years ago or so. Not that it should make a difference but I 
was vehemently against it at first because I was afraid of her being persecuted. In the end she did 
what she wanted to do, as is the case for women in Islam. No man can ever tell a woman to wear it 
and, when she does, no man can ever tell her to stop. It's the woman's right and between her and 
her faith. Anyway, she has been working as a librarian for the last ten years in our local library. She 
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was without a veil when she got the job but her superiors supported her when, several months into 
her new role, she decided to wear it. She's become abut of a celebrity there because she's the only 
veiled librarian in NSW. My wife is, believe it or not, the actual inspiration for them to place a veiled 
librarian in the ABC TV comedy called "The Librarians".  They love her at the library because she's 
always spear-heading community campaigns and doing things in partnership with St George 
Hospital, across the road. My wife is just the norm of what the majority of Moslem women are like. 
Obviously she's free to work and do anything a woman wants to do. The thought of me standing in 
her way just because we're Moslem makes me laugh.  Anyway I tell you all of this because you'll see 
the unfairness so many of us have had to endure due to the bad actions of other Moslems. In 2005, 
the Cronulla riots exploded. We live in Blakehurst, just over the bridge from the shire. My wife had 
finished work for the day and went to Miranda shopping centre. She frequents the centre often. I 
had told her, after the riots, to give the place a miss for a while as tensions were still running high. 
She apparently thought it ridiculous that someone would equate her with the hat mongo ring few 
that you see on TV. How naive she was. Someone tripped her whilst she was on the escalator. Thank 
God, she was near the bottom. She fell, hurting herself quite badly. It took her a few minutes to pull 
herself together and struggle to stand. In the meantime, not one person behind her on the escalator 
tried to help her. Even when she was lying on the ground, face down, people walked around her. 
You can see why I resent so much, not only the bastards who make the rest of us look bad but also 
those who prefer to lump us all in the same barrel, not thinking that maybe we're NOT the same. 

I'm extremely sorry. I've probably given you a headache. I hope you'll read all of this and understand 
what point I'm trying to make. I still haven't mentioned why I've gotten in touch with you in the first 
place. It's no big secret or anything like that. Very briefly, so you don't think I'm being evasive or 
secretive, my best friend and I will be forming a halal food certifying agency. However, ours will be 
different from the rest. Ours will have complete transparency and NOT ONE CENT of our funding will 
be going anywhere other than our own personal bank accounts. Regardless of what you might think 
of halal food, there's certainly a need out there and we are doing this as a business. Ours will be 
different as well in the way our criteria will be a heck of a lot easier. Our rates will be extremely low 
so as there to be no justification for the food manufacturers to hike up prices. There's more but ill 
sav it for another email. 

The reason I'm telling you is that it makes good sense to not have enemies out there. We wish to be 
accepted and, as a result, will be willing to hear suggestions from people who run organisations such 
as yourself. We will always remain open and our books will ALWAYS be transparent so as to alleviate 
any fears that any financial gains from this venture is going elsewhere. One thing I can guarantee you 
is that we'll be making strong enemies of the current certifiers but so what? They've had it their way 
for too long and they've become ridiculous in the way they conduct their business. I almost fell off 
my chair when I read your mention of halal cat food. That's the funniest and stupidest thing I've ever 
heard. I promise you we will not be taking the same path these other certifiers have taken. 

I look forward to further corresponding with you, if you should find that agreeable. 

Thanks for your time. I know I've hijacked plenty of it today. 

Best Regards, 
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-----Original Message----- 

From:  

Sent: Friday, 9 November 2012 9:53 AM 

To:  

Subject: RE: Sorry for my long and late response. 

Hi Abesseri, 

I appreciate the time you've taken to write to me. Again I will say I do not hate Muslims and I greatly 
appreciate this country where everyone has freedom to worship who and however they want. 

What I am greatly opposed to is having other people's religious practices imposed upon me. 
Whether it is in the form of money spent, prayers recited over products, where the funding goes, 
etc. Like I said, most Muslims can read ingredient lists and make a decision, they did so for many 
years until the recent rise of certification schemes. Australian companies are getting conned, ripped 
off and mislead every day and we will continue our campaign of education for the sake of our 
nation. Small or large fees - irrelevant. 

They are unnecessary and there is an overabundance already.  

I have not gained most of my knowledge about Islam from the media. I have the Koran here on my 
bookshelf. I read books by Islamic authors, I have joined mailing lists from Islamic websites. I write to 
Imams and listen to teaching. I also read what other scholars have researched for years about Islam. 
I get information from a great variety of sources and weigh it up. I also have a number of close 
friends who live in Sydney and Melbourne who regularly visit mosques and Islamic lectures.  The 
media play a very small part. I agree with you that many of the Muslims here in Australia are as you 
say. However, there are literally hundreds of thousands of Muslims around the world who interpret 
Islam very differently to you. There are clearly some here too. 

I have heard and read much of what you said before, the bottom line is there is a great number of 
Muslims around the world who live out their Islam in ways that are very inconsistent with Australian 
values. My friends have had great troubles attending PUBLIC lectures on Islam at universities in both 
Melbourne and Sydney. They are NOT Muslims, have been invited to these lectures and when they 
attend are told they need to be segregated and wear head coverings! They refuse because they are 
NOT Muslims. Just these basic requests are anti-Australian. I could say a lot more but I don't want to 
get into an argument either. I doubt anything you say could change my mind. 

As for lining your own pockets you have every right, but if you watch the Today Tonight segment on 
my website you'll see how arrogant and rude Mr El-Mouelhy came across and I can assure you he 
turned many more people against halal certification after that report.  

Thanks for your time, 

Kirralie  

10/11/12 
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Just a few questions: why don't you and your cohorts have a problem with Kosher food certification? 
I don't know whether it's as widespread as halal certification but I don't see you, or any other 
Australians for that matter, creating a website and rallying thousands of people against it. Is it 
because you don't have a problem with the Jews but do, as you've stated yourself, with Moslems 
and their way of life? 

What do your views on Islam have to do with what Moslems choose to eat? I fail to see the 
correlation. Or is this just a blanket rejection of all things Islamic? Obviously it is. What would your 
solution be for Moslems who wish to eat only halal food? To have the companies create separate 
lines, one for non-halal and one for halal? How does some Imam praying over a bar of Cadbury, if 
that's what they do, affect the taste for you? How does making any food halal affect you directly? 
And please don't respond by saying that halal food certification profits go towards creating sharia 
law. 

That's the most absurd and preposterous thing I've ever heard. El-Mouelhy was arrogant because I 
suspect he was disgusted with claims that halal food profits here go towards funding sharia and 
terrorism. That's ridiculous and slanderous if you have no proof. If you do, then you've obviously 
been keeping it to yourself because neither you or your like-minded supporters have ever presented 
a shred of evidence to back your claims. Where did you get this information? How do you arrive at 
the knowledge that allows you to go and make such serious accusations? I mentioned in my last 
email that knowledge can be a dangerous thing - but so too can a soap box when you're allowed to 
say and claim whatever you feel like and never have to provide proof. 

 

Yes, you can say that you don't hate Moslems but what you're doing is the essence of hate 
mongering. And don't feel too worried about those big food manufacturers. Despite what you might 
think, I suspect that they might employ a few people that are intelligent enough to prevent being 
scammed. I really don't think that they're being misled, as you claim. Business is supply and demand. 
If they hadn't created a demand for halal certified products, certifiers would not exist and you would 
have nothing else to do with your days except dream of other ways of spreading hatred.  

What your campaign against halal food represents is xenophobia which has been on the increase in 
this country for the last few years. I suppose we should be thankful because websites like yours have 
allowed all of us to see how much racism there really is in this country. Your arguments are sadly as 
misinformed as Ms Pauline Hanson. She rallied alot of support, created alot of tension, anger and 
hatred and all based on incorrect claims that were mostly unsubstantiated. Her battle was - and still 
is - just like yours. 

Using the guise of one thing to create a platform, when all along you'd all be happier if Moslems 
either remained unheard and unseen or left Australia altogether. 

I did have very high hopes of finding some common ground with you but that's obviously not to be. 
Even your comment about how I plan to "line my pockets" 

demonstrates anger on your part. You've condemned us regardless of what we might try to do 
differently. You reject any form of providing halal food for Moslems, regardless of their needs, only 
because you don't wish to do anything to accommodate a Moslem in any way. Thank God we do live 
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in a free country where single minded people cannot stand in the way of others. Nobody is forcing 
you to buy halal food. And nobody cares less whether you and your cohorts continue to further 
restrict yourselves of things you can buy, all owing to your ingrained racism. But what we do care 
about is living our lives in peace without some stupid, narrow-minded organisation constantly trying 
to rally the troops against us as if we are all nothing but evil invaders. We all have as much right to 
live how we wish in this country. So do you. It's why I haven't created a stupid, and pointless, 
website condemning people who choose to drink alcohol. It's your life. Do whatever you want, but I 
expect the same courtesy in return. If you still insist that your "right to choose" and your "freedom" 
is being imposed upon just because many Moslems wish to have their own god given choice, well 
then there's no getting through to you and I hope that your website, and the racist, xenophobic 
imbeciles who follow you, disappear into oblivion.  

Best Regards, 

 

On 13/11/2012, at 9:56 AM, " : 

Hi  

I really welcome intelligent and respectful discussion, but when people can't think of anything 
reasonable they resort to childish name-calling which I will not engage in. 

Unfortunately your behaviour just confirms so many of the negative  stereotypes. A shame as it was 
interesting until now. 

Thanks for your time, 

Kirralie 

13/11/12 

My intent was not to go out of my way to offend you. I actually thought what I wrote was intelligent 
and respectful. The fact that I said you were being racist was not name calling but an observation of 
the extremely weak arguments you use to justify your hatred and rejection of anything to do with 
Islam. The fact that you use the guise of protesting against halal food is nothing but a smoke screen. 
I told you so much about my personal frustration over blind and misguided racism. I also shared with 
you personal stories if how it's affected my family. I did this in the hope that you would relate to 
how ridiculous it is to hold prejudices based on faith. Instead you were unmoved and still 
determined to hold on to your dislike of Moslems and their free choice. I still don't understand how 
anything related to halal food should affect you in anyway. If your fear, regardless of how ridiculous, 
is based on belief that profits how towards establishing sharia law in this country, then I think many 
of us would like to see your proof. I think you would find that MANY Moslems would also join your 
cause if this was the case. No intelligent and rational person would support anything as crazy as this. 
But of course this is all a fantasy you and your followers have dreamt up in your minds to give you 
license to openly hate another person's faith. Are you serious? Do you really think that there is a 
threat of sharia law being practiced in this country? Absolutely ridiculous.  
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Also, why would you say that my offensive email helped confirm certain negative stereotypes? You 
must realise that your very stance on this issue also does exactly the same. Or are Moslems meant to 
be held to a higher standard whilst you're permitted to do and say anything you wish without being 
questioned? Your attitude is EXACTLY the kind of thing that we've recently come to expect from 
some Anglo Australians. Maybe you should think about that if you care to live in a cohesive and 
harmonious society. The  constant suspicion of motives, the veiled hatred and the negativity aren't 
doing anyone any good.  

All that being said, I would still be extremely interested in hearing your response to a question I 
posed to you in my last email. Why do you not oppose kosher food certification? 

And for the record,  is my surname. It's not very polite to refer to someone by their surname 
alone. I think we've back and forthed enough to warrant you referring to me by my first name, 

. If you find that disagreeable for any reason, I'd prefer  as opposed to my 
surname on its own. 

Thank you for your time.  

Regards, 

 

 

-----Original Message----- 

From:  

Sent: Wednesday, 14 November 2012 11:19 AM 

To:  

Subject: RE: Sorry for my long and late response. 

Hello , 

I'm sorry but I did not find your email respectful at all. 

Originally you said you wanted a discussion and were not interested in changing my mind, I feel at 
this stage that is not true and you are just wasting my time. 

I stand by what I have already written to you. In addition we are not interested in Kosher as the 
Jewish religion is not interested in changing or challenging our laws or way of life. Kosher is usually 
labelled clearly so consumers can make a choice. Halal certification is often veiled, secretive or 
outright deceptive. Consumers can not choose. Choice is very important to Christian, Jews and some 
other religions who are forbidden to eat food sacrificed to a foreign god. Atheists don't want to eat 
any food that has religious rituals associated with it. There are many other reasons people give me 
as to why they want a choice. 
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If there were no Sharia Law there would be no halal - they are fully integrated with each other. Halal 
is an expression of Sharia Law.  and others have been quoted as stating this fact. I can 
read it on many Islamic websites or literature. Here is a quote from the Australian newspaper last 
year Mr Ikabel Patel of AFIC said. "Australia has had legislation on halal since 1983 -- so we are 
already dealing with aspects of sharia for the benefit of the country." 

The evidence from around the world is overwhelming. The UK, France and Canada have all walked 
this path with very negative consequences and as I said there are more than 8000 visitors a month 
to my website who will continue to investigate, question and discuss an ideology that is in many 
ways at odds with Australian culture. I fully believe and am thankful for the fact MANY Muslims in 
Australia are integrated and contribute very well to our society, unfortunately there are increasing 
examples of those who don't. They use the Koran and Sharia Law as their defence and we will not 
back down when it comes to discussing this issue. 

Kirralie 

14/11/12 

Look, I am sincerely sorry that this degenerated into an argument. As I said, I DO respect your right 
to your opinion, even if I strongly disagree with it and find it repugnant. So what's wrong with trying 
to change your mind if changing it means acceptance of people that you so vehemently despise and 
distrust? What's wrong with trying to turn an enemy into a friend? You, however, are so narrow 
minded and so suspicious that there is no reaching you. There is so much that I can say regarding 
your comments on how Kosher food certification is different to Halal. What a laugh that was. 

However, in a way, I very much expected that anyone who rejects all aspects of Islam would, no 
doubt, be supportive of Jewish beliefs and their humble, peaceful innocence. You're absolutely right 
- Jews have no interest in changing the world. All they wish is to live harmoniously amongst their 
fellow neighbour, whether here or in Palestine. Right? 

Anyway, I'm starting to get carried away and talking to you has been very similar to bashing my head 
against a wall. I'm only doing myself harm. All I wish to say - and this will be my  final email to you as 
there is no sense in frustrating each other for absolutely no benefit - the honourable Mr Patel does 
not represent me nor does his Australian Federation of Islamic Councils represent me. Quoting him 
as if I abide by everything - or even anything - that he says is like me saying that the actions of those 
paedophilic priests were representative of your own beliefs. No doubt you've now been shocked and 
disgusted at the mere thought but how is that different to a suspicion of all Moslems because some 
are idiots. So are many Catholics and Christians. Big deal.  

Wake up Kirralie. We're well into the 21st century. Stop acting like a 1950s housewife who's afraid of 
anything that's not Anglo. You're probably fearful of this country one day becoming primarily 
Moslem. Thankfully the racists have had their day in the sun and multiculturalism is devouring this 
country. One day we'll have a Moslem Prime Minister, praise be to Allah, Alhmadulillah. We are all 
secretly praying and awaiting this day when we can banish pigs to extinction, close down all the beer 
factories and build a mosque on every corner. The PM will one day be referred to as the Sheikh of 
Australia. Allahu Akbar! 
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I probably need to state this clearly for the benefit of your closed mind - the last few previous 
sentences were a joke. That's right, we don't need to pray for that. It's happening already. :) 

Best Regards, 

 

-----Original Message----- 

From:  

Sent: Wednesday, 14 November 2012 12:34 PM 

To:  

Subject: RE: Sorry for my long and late response. 

 

You've just made my day :) great evidence to pass around I think..... 

14/11/12 

Knock yourself out. If your narrow minded bigotry can't see beyond the fact that my response was a 
joke, then I hope you can take this and get another story on Today Tonight. Wear a little less make 
up this time. You racists will always be racists anyway, regardless of anyone's attempts to build a 
bridge. Not that I regret anything I've said. I think you actually go out of your way to vilify, anger and 
frustrate your perceived enemies and wait for the anger to spout forth so you can then use it to rally 
all the xenophobes into action. You, and the imbeciles like you, are part of the reason why this 
country is still seen world-wide as a racist one. Your whole  platform's a  lie and a joke. 
Now please stop writing and spend your time supporting and encouraging racist . I'm sure 
your idiotic cause is sure to gain in popularity. One thing for sure, if you scrape the bottom of the 
barrel hard enough, you're bound to come up with a lot of scum. 

By the way, do you even have a proper job or is this shit how you spend your days? Now go away 
and peddle your racism & hatred elsewhere. Stupid racist. 

 

-----Original Message----- 

From:  

Sent: Thursday, 15 November 2012 10:44 AM 

To:  

Subject: RE: Sorry for my long and late response. 

 

Very intelligent. You've been nothing but insulting and rude - a true racist you are. 
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15/11/12 

By the way, I've set your emails to go directly to my "Deleted" folder and then be deleted 
automatically in 24 hours. Glad to say I won't have to read another annoying and uneducated thing 
you have to say. 

Have a good xenophobic life of hatred and suspicion of anything that's not Christian and white-
skinned. Racist . 
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APPENDIX 2: 32 pages of George Weston Halal Certificates
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APPENDIX 3 

http://muslimvillage.com/2014/06/05/54221/hand-v-machine-slaughter-halal-chicken/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://muslimvillage.com/2014/06/05/54221/hand-v-machine-slaughter-halal-chicken/
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APPENDIX 4 Halal Helpline Halal Guide
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APPENDIX 6 

The following are just a selection of the rude and Intimidating Facebook posts made by the Owner of 
the Halal Certification Authority. They have been included here so you may understand the 
relentless and insulting comments issued frequently to try and silence any opposition to halal 
certification. As you can see it is not conducive to reasonable discussions. The head of the Halal 
Authority of Australia does not answer questions or concerns but spends a great deal of time trying 
to silence debate with name calling and less than truthful comments. 

 

 

How can that figure be substantiated? 
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Certain brands of veggie burgers may be certified but not all vegetarian burgers have paid halal fees 

 

 

This is a false statement. Not all of these products are halal certified. 
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Insulting and incorrect, I am not anti-Muslim.  Have concerns about halal certification and Islamic 
religious practices. 

 

This post is in relation to me being a beggar. He wants me to eat excrement and also take my farm. 
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Interesting that he wants to make contact with this sheik who thinks women who get raped are 
asking for it because they are like ‘uncovered cat meat.’ 

 

 

 

Mr Elmouelhy wants everything halal certified according to Islamic Sharia but is unhappy with 
Christians saying ‘no’. This is hypocrisy. 
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I have an Assoc. Dip. Of Applied Science; Diploma of Theology and a Bachelor of Theology. I do not 
lack education. 
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There were newspaper reports that a Brisbane inmate wanted halal certified food and didn’t get it 
and was going to be paid compensation.  It is false that all jails serve halal food. 

 

Muslim first, then Australian in that order! 
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There is no such thing as moderate Islam! 
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Mocking and scoffing but not truthful. Many people read his comments and believed petrol had 
indeed become halal certified. He claims to be the ‘authority’ so why wouldn’t people believe him? 
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Charming! 
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I wonder what his promises are for the next 5 years? 
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Appendix 7 

Khutba on Halal Certification Fiasco 

27.01.2012 || By: Imam Habib Bewley 

 ىلاعت هركشنو ،هنيعتسنو ىلاعت هدمحن ،تاثيبخلا وحّرم ،تابيطلا لحأ يذلا هلل دمحلا ،هلل دمحلا
 نمو دتهملا وهف هللا دهي نم ،انلامعأ تائيس نمو انسفنأ رورش نم هللاب ذوعن ،هثيغتسنو هرفغتسنو
 ييحي ،دمحلا هل و كلملا هل ،هل كيرش ال هدحو هللا الإ هلإ ال نأ دهشنو ،ادشرم ايلو هل دجت نلف للضي
 هبيبحو ،هلوسرو هدبع محمداً  انالوم و انديس نأ دهشنو  ،ريدق ءيش لك ىلع وهو ،ريخلا هديب ،تيميو
 اريشب ،قحلا نيدلاو ىدهلاب هللا هلسرأ يذلا يمألا يبنلا ،ةمألا حصنو ةنامألا ىدأو ةلاسرلا غلب ،هيفصو
 .نيدلا موي ىلإ ناسحإب مهعبت نمو هباحصأو هلآ ىلعو ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص ،ةعاسلا يدي نيب اريذنو

 هللا اوقتا اونماء نيذلا اهيأي .نوملسم متنأو الإ نتومت الو هتاقت قح هللا اوقتا هللا دابع ايف !دعب امأ
 .اميظع ازوف زاف دقف هلوسرو هللا عطي نمو .مكبونذ مكل رفغيو مكلامعأ مكل حلصي اديدس الوق اولوقو
َھا َیا :ميركلا هباتك يف ىلاعت هللا لاق .رجزو هنع اهن امع اوهتناو رمأ اميف هللا اوقتا َباتِ  ِمنْ  ُكلُوا آََمُنوا الَِّذینَ  أَیُّ  َطیِّ
 َرَزْقَناُكمْ  َما

 

    Allah says in His Noble Book, the translation of which is, “You who have iman, eat of the good 
things We have provided for you.” 

    We have all been shocked by recent developments in the news concerning the abuse of halal 
certification and the fraudulent labelling of pork products as halal by certain unscrupulous 
businessman. But it is important that we do not let the details of the case at hand, or the particulars 
of the parties involved, distract us from the essence of the matter, from the true problem with which 
we are confronted - halal certification itself. In recent years, this practice has become the accepted 
norm, the easiest way for Muslims to swiftly and safely determine whether a particular product may 
be consumed or not. And from humble beginnings, the halal stamp or halal certificate has become 
big, big business and developed into its own industry, an industry that according to the International 
Market Bureau of Canada, is worth over $560-billion every year, and brings in tens of millions of 
rands into the coffers of the organisations who are in charge of doing it here in South Africa. 

    Now, we are not here to talk about the motives of those who implemented and pioneered this 
process of certifying products and foods as halal, for they may have originally done so with what 
they saw as the best interests of the Muslims at heart, seeking to make things easier for the Muslim 
consumer and allay their doubts as to the permissibility of the food that he was buying and eating. 
But what we are here to talk about is the presence of such an industry, for it clearly runs counter to 
a number of essential governing principles of the Deen, 

    The first of those is that everything is halal until there is some definite proof that it is haram, as is 
indicated by Allah’s Words, 

 َجِمیًعا األَْرِض  فِي َما لَُكمْ  َخلَقَ  الَِّذي ُھوَ 
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the translation of which is, “It is He who created for you, everything that is on the earth.” Everything 
on the earth is for us to make use of, is halal, except for what Allah and His Messenger tell us is 
haram. But halal certification works on the exact opposite principle, that everything is haram unless 
it is declared by them to be halal. This is clear when one examines their operating procedures. For 
example, one of these organisations on its website stipulates the following conditions for businesses 
that want to obtain their halal certificate: 

    “Only Halaal food and beverages approved by us are to be served, sold, stored and or processed 
on the approved premises.” And: 

    “In the event of private purchases by stores, this will be permitted only from suppliers who have 
been explicitly approved by us.” 

    They are expressly forbidding businesses, shops and restaurants from purchasing goods from 
sources other than those approved by them. And, by extension, they have declared all non-approved 
goods forbidden, haram. They do exactly what Allah commands them not to do. Allah says, 

َھا َیا ُموا َال  آََمُنوا الَِّذینَ  أَیُّ َباتِ  ُتَحرِّ ُ  أََحلَّ  َما َطیِّ  لَُكمْ  هللاَّ

 

    the translation of which is, “You who have iman! do not make haram the good things Allah has 
made halal for you.” And what Allah has made halal for us is far more broad than these certifying 
organisations would have us believe. For example, Allah says: 

 

َباتُ  لَُكمُ  أُِحلَّ  اْلَیْومَ  یِّ  لَُكمْ  ِحلٌّ  اْلِكَتابَ  أُوُتوا الَِّذینَ  َوَطَعامُ  الطَّ

 

    the translation of which is: “Today all good things have been made halal for you - the food of 
those given the Book is halal for you...” There are two things you should note about this aya. First 
Allah uses the word tayyibaat to describe the food of the people of the Book, and it is this same 
word, tayyibaat, that He forbade us from making haram in the aya we mentioned earlier. And 
second, He uses the word uhilla which means to make halal. Qadi Abu Bakr ibn al-Arabi discusses 
this aya extensively in his book Ahkam al-Quran and in the course of his discussion says that it does 
not matter whether they sacrifice the animal to Allah or not, so long as they are Jews or Christians 
and they slaughter it properly, its meat is halal for us. Qadi Abu Bakr narrates that Imam Malik said, 

 

 مهباصنأل وأ مهديع یومَ  اوحبذ ام الإ ةقلطملا ذبائُحھم لكؤت

 

    “Absolutely all their sacrifices may be eaten except for what they sacrifice for their religious 
holidays or sacrifice to their idols.” And he narrates that Imam ash-Shafi'i went one step further, 
saying, 
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 اهيلع هللا غیرُ  ُذِكر نإو مهحئابذ لكؤت

 

    “Their sacrifices may even be eaten when a name other than that of Allah's is mentioned over 
them.” So, all of their food is halal for us, except for what Allah has expressly forbidden us such as 
pigs, blood, and animals which have died on their own or been strangled or killed by a blunt 
instrument. This is the position of many of the great a'imma and was that of the Prophet who 
himself ate the meat of the Jews without questioning them as to how they slaughtered it. So what is 
halal and what is haram is not as black and white as those who issue the certificates would have us 
believe, and nor is it remotely complicated, for the Prophet said, 

 

al-halal bayyin wa-l-haramu bayyin 

    The second principle of the deen is that the sole Lawmaker is Allah. And it is not for us nor our 
ulama to set ourselves up as the only people allowed to determine those laws. There is no such thing 
as a priesthood in Islam, a special class of people through whom God works and in whose hands lies 
the key to the salvation of the rest of mankind. This concept is totally alien to us. Ulama are simply 
people to whom Allah has granted ‘ilm, knowledge of His deen and His rulings. And it is their duty to 
freely transmit that knowledge to the rest of us, not to withhold it and sell it to the highest bidder. 
They cannot sell rulings because they are not theirs to sell, they are Allah’s. And thus they cannot 
charge people a premium for ruling their products to be halal. By doing so, they are doing exactly 
what Allah criticises the rabbis of the Jews for doing, when He says in surat al-Baqara, 

 َقلِیًال  َثَمًنا بِآََیاتِي َتْشَتُروا َوَال  

 

    the translation of which is, “Do not sell My signs for a paltry price.” It is totally reprehensible that 
make a profit from selective issuing of the rulings of the deen. And the fact that they charge such 
exorbitant fees for their services puts the Muslim customer at a distinct financial disadvantage in the 
market place, for the price the companies have to pay is passed directly onto the customers. And so 
food that has the halal certificate almost always tends to be more expensive that that without it. 
Halal certification has become a form of stealth tax, taking money from the pockets of the ordinary 
Muslims and putting it into the coffers of the Islamic organisations and ulama. 

    And it is not just the Muslim on the street who has suffered financially as a result of halal 
certification, but also many small Muslim businesses. Before the halal stamp became widespread, 
almost all Muslims used to purchase their meat from their local halal butcher. But, since the advent 
of the stamp, the supermarkets, most non-Muslim owned and run, have stolen the majority of those 
butchers' customers by setting up halal sections and undercutting them, thus cornering the market 
and driving them out of business. 

    And those few halal shops and restaurants that remain are greeted with suspicion because of their 
lack of certificates. No longer is a Muslim’s word taken at face value that his food is halal. As a 
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consequence of this industry, Muslims now trust a printed stamp more than the word of a fellow 
believer. 

    And that, despite the fact that we are even forbidden from asking Christians and Jews where the 
food they are serving comes from when they invite us to eat with them, let alone Muslims. When 
the Prophet was given the poisoned sheep to eat by the Jews of Khaybar after he had defeated 
them, he did not ask them about where the meat had come from and would have eaten it were it 
not for the fact that the meat itself told him that it was poisoned. 

    And, furthermore, as we have seen by the recent debacle, the stamp is far being a foolproof 
determinant of whether something is halal, for it can, unbeknownst to us, be forged and transferred 
from one product to another. And that has been done on numerous occasions, for the corporations 
who buy these stamps sole interest is the bottom line - scruples do not come into it. If they can do 
something that will make them more money and open up a new market for them and they think 
they can get away with it, they will do it. Indeed, it might be said that the existence of halal stamps 
has caused Muslims to consume a lot more haram food than they would otherwise have done. 

    And it is not just within those companies to whom those certificates are sold that the potential for 
abuse resides, but even within the ranks of the ulama themselves who issue them. The majority of 
those ‘ulama may well be scrupulous, honourable and honest, but the fact that they have knowledge 
does not make them proof against corruption. History is full of judges taking bribes, and scholars 
being bought by rulers to endorse their policies. Today, we see it in the great number of Muslim 
scholars who speak out in favour of Islamic banking in exchange for being placed on those bank’s 
boards. Muslim societies of the past were well aware of these dangers and used to guard against the 
corruption of their qadis by paying them huge salaries so that they would feel no need to accept 
bribes. But today there is no one to pay them but themselves, and no one to govern them but 
themselves, and so the temptation to line their pockets must be huge. And no matter how God-
fearing the current crop of ‘ulama may be, the system they have put into place has opened the door 
fully for other less principled individuals to take advantage. And, that is something that is already 
happening in other parts of the world where halal stamps have knowingly been granted to products 
later found to not be halal at all. And it is happening here, with the desire for profit getting in the 
way of common sense, and stamps being sold to be affixed on products such as water, tooth picks 
and black pepper. This is a clear misuse of the system. We ask Allah to restore the trust that once 
united us and guide us and our ulama back to the sirat al-mustaqim. 

 

حیم روفغلا وه هنإ هورفغتساف بنذ لك نم نيملسملا رئاسلو مكلو يل هللا رفغتسأو اذه يلوق لوقأ  .الرَّ
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 ىلص ،هلوسرو هدبع محمداً  نأ دهشأو هل كيرش ال هدحو هللا الإ هلإ ال نأ دهشأو ،نيملاعلا بر هلل دمحلا هلل دمحلا
 موي ىلإ ناسحإب مهعبت نمو نيعباتلا يعباتو نيعباتلاو ،هبحصو هلآ ىلعو هيلع كرابو ملسو هللا
 .مكسفنأل اريخ اوقفنأو اوعيطأو اوعمساو متعطتسا ام هللا اوقتا اونماء نيذلا اهيأيف !دعب امأ        .نيدلا
 .هتفلاخمو هتيصعم نع يايإو مكرذحأو هتعاطو هللا ىوقتب يايإو مكيصوأ هللا دابع اي

 

    The halal stamp was originally developed based upon a system put in place by the Jews to 
distinguish kosher products from non-kosher ones. And although this may seem to many to simply 
be an example of following one of their better ideas, the drawbacks of certification that we have 
mentioned seem to suggest otherwise. And, indeed the Messenger of Allah warned us against 
following them or the Christians saying, 

 

 الیھودُ  هللا لوسر اي :انلقف  لسلكُتُموه َضبٍّ  ُجحرَ  اوكلس ول ىتح ،عارذب وِذراعا بِشبر، ِشبرا قبلَكم َمن ُسَنن لَتتبَِعنَّ 
 ؟نمف لاق ؟ىراصنلاو

 

    “You will follow the practices of those who came before you, inch by inch and cubit by cubit until 
even were they to enter a lizard’s hole, you would follow them.” We said, “Messenger of Allah! (Do 
you mean) the Jews and Christians?” He replied, “Who else?” And Allah gives us an even stronger 
warning in the Qur’an when He says: 

 

َھا َیا وُكمْ  اْلِكَتابَ  أُوُتوا الَِّذینَ  ِمنَ  َفِریًقا ُتِطیُعوا إِنْ  آََمُنوا الَِّذینَ  أَیُّ  ینَ َكافِرِ  إِیَمانُِكمْ  َبْعدَ  َیُردُّ

 

    the translation of which is, “You who believe! if you obey a group of those given the Book, they 
will make you revert to being kafir after you have had iman.” No matter how good or sensible their 
practices may seem, they will inevitably bring us down and not raise us up. 

    Another major problem with halal certification - and indeed the halal industry as a whole - is that 
it focusses purely upon the mechanics of slaughter and preparation and does not take into account 
what should be fundamental when declaring something halal. Allah says: 

 

َھا َیا     ا ُكلُوا النَّاسُ  أَیُّ ًبا َحَالًال  اْألَْرِض  فِي ِممَّ  َطیِّ

 

    the translation of which is, “Mankind! eat what is halal and good on the earth.” The food that we 
eat must be wholesome and good as well as halal - the animals should have been treated well and 
with mercy (for the Prophet was sent as a mercy to all the worlds, including animals and the 
environment), not living their entire lives stuffed in small cages as is the case with many chickens; 
and not bought and sold with the proceeds of ribaa and exploitation. 
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    But perhaps the worst thing about halal certification is that it distracts the ‘ulama and the general 
Muslim populace from more important elements of the deen. It is as if the deen of Allah has been 
reduced to food - the sole thing that distinguishes us from our non-Muslim counterparts is that what 
we put into our bellies bears a halal sticker. Is that really all that the deen is about and is that what 
our ‘ulama should be spending all their time and energy discussing and arguing about? In Cape 
Town, a city where at least a quarter or a third of the population is Muslim, how can the impact of 
the Shari‘a be limited to halal stickers on food. Should not at least an equal amount of effort be 
expended to make all the other aspects of our lives halal as well? Why do we not question the kuffar 
based ethos when it comes to finance and currency? We should not be trying to carve ourselves a 
comfortable niche in society where we can cocoon ourselves from what is going on around us - so 
long as we have our halal meat and our mosques we are okay. No, the message of the deen is 
universal. The Messenger of Allah was sent to all of mankind wherever they are. We have no more 
right to Islam than those around us and so we are honour-bound and duty-bound to tell them about 
it and call them to it. We must show them its superiority in all walks of life, not spend all our time 
and effort cutting ourselves off from them and isolating ourselves in ghettoes. And our ‘ulama must 
take the lead in this - they must step up and deal with the issues and problems that plague South 
Africa today. They must start acting like true inheritors of the Prophets, for the Messenger of Allah 
has said, 

 ءايبنألا َوَرثة العلماءُ 

 

    “The ‘ulama are the inheritors of the Prophets,” and must start putting their knowledge into 
action. And they must cease to squabble and bicker among themselves and engage in their absurd 
infighting. That does nothing but tarnish the name of the deen. We ask Allah to set them and us on 
the right path and join our hearts together. We ask Him to protect all of the people of knowledge 
among us and increase them in wisdom and right action. We ask Him to reward them for their 
efforts fi sabili-llah and grant them and us the success to do what is best for His deen. We ask Him to 
make everything in our lives pure and halal and keep us away from everything that is impure and 
haram. We ask Him to grant us discrimination and increase the trust and brotherhood among the 
Muslim umma. We ask Him to guide the people of Cape Town and South Africa to Islam and 
establish the deen here in its full glory and entirety. And we ask Him to purify our intentions until 
everything we do is for Him and for Him alone. 

 

، َعلَى ُیَصلُّونَ  َوَمَالئَِكَتھُ  هللاَ  إِنَّ  بِيِّ   َوَصْحبِھِ  آلِھِ  َوَعلَى َعلَْیھِ  َوَباِركْ  َوَسلِّمْ  َصلِّ  اللَُّھمَّ  .َتْسلِیماً  َوَسلُِّمواْ  َعلَْیھِ  َصلُّواْ  آَمُنواْ  الِذینَ  أَُیَھا َیا النَّ
اِشِدینَ  اْلُخلََفاءِ  َعنِ  اللَُّھمَّ  َواْرضَ  .أَْجَمِعینَ  ، َوُعْثَمانَ  َوُعَمرَ  َبْكرٍ  أَبِي الرَّ  َوَعنْ  ،يبنلا جاوزأ رئاسو ةشئاعو ةجيدخ نعو َوَعلِيٍّ
َحاَبةِ  َسائِرِ  ابِِعینَ  َوَعنِ  َوالُمَھاِجِریَن، ِمْنُھمْ  ِاألَْنَصارَ  ُخُصوصاً  أَْجَمِعیَن، الصَّ ابِِعینَ  َوَتابِِعي التَّ ینِ  َیْومِ  إِلَى بِإِْحَسانٍ  َتبَِعُھمْ  َوَمنْ  التَّ  .الدِّ

َباعِ  كَ ُیْرِضی لَِما الُمْسلِِمینَ  أُُمورِ  ُوَالةَ  اْھدِ  اللَُّھمَّ  َراطِ  َعلَى أَْقَداَمُھمْ  َوَثبِّتْ  َوَسلََّم، َعَلْیھِ  هللاُ  َصلَّى َنبِیِّكَ  ُسنَّةِ  َوِالتِّ  َیا َوأَْصلِْحھُمْ  الُمْسَتقِیِم، الصِّ
 .اْلَعالَِمینَ  َربَّ 

  .الُمْسلِِمینَ  َوُزَعَماءِ  أَُمَراءِ  َجِمیعِ  َوَعلَى أَِمیِرَنا، َوَعلَى َشْیِخَنا، َعلَى َباِركْ  اللَُّھمَّ 

 .األَْكَرِمینَ  أَْكَرمَ  َیا َوَتْرَضاهُ  ُتِحبُّھُ  لَِما َوَوفِّْقھُمْ  الَمِدیَنِة، َھِذهِ  فِي الُمْسلِِمینَ  َعلَى َباِركْ  اللَُّھمَّ 
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 اْلُكْفرِ  َوَكلَِمةَ  الُعْلَیا ِھيَ  َكلَِمَ◌َتكَ  َواْجَعلْ  .هللاِ  َسبِیلِ  فِي الُمَجاِھِدینَ  رِ َواْنصُ  َواْلَكافِِریَن، اْلُكْفرَ  َواْخُذلِ  (3) َوالُمِسْ◌لِمینَ  اإلِْسَالمَ  أَِعزَّ  اللَُّھمَّ 
ْفلَى ِھيَ   .السُّ

َنا ْنَیا فِي َءاتَِنا َربَّ ارِ  َعَذابَ  َوَقِ◌َنا َحَسَنةً  اآلِخَرةِ  َوفِي َحَسَنةً  الدُّ  .النَّ

ُروَن، لََعلَُّكمْ  َیِعُظُكمْ  َواْلَبْغيِ، َوالُمنَكرِ  اْلَفْحَشاءِ  َعنِ  َوَیْنَھى اْلقُْرَبى، ِذي َوإِیَتاءِ  َواإلِْحَسانِ  بِاْلَعْدلِ  َیاُمرُ  هللاَ  إِنَّ  كَّ  َما َیْعلَمُ  َوهللاُ  أَْكَبرُ  هللاِ  َولَِذْكرُ  َتذَّ
 .هللاُ  َیْرَحُمُكمُ  َصالتُِكمْ  إِلَى َوقُوُمواْ  .َتْصَنُعونَ 
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APPENDIX 8 

 

2/12/2015 Islamic Charities: Facing facts (An Australian View from SFW Contributor Dave Clark) | 
Shariah Finance Watch 

http://www.shariahfinancewatch.org/blog/2012/02/20/islamiccharitiesfacingfactsanaustralianviewf
romsfwcontributordaveclark/  

Islamic Charities: Facing facts by Dave Clark 

Islamic Finance and Islamic Charities 

On 10 February this year, Nicola Roxon MP, Attorney General and Jason Clare MP, Minister for Home 
Affairs and Minister for Justice issued a media release titled “ReportsHighlight Risks of Money 
Laundering and Terrorism Financing” along with three reports produced by the Australian Institute 
of Criminology. One of these reports “Moneylaundering and terrorism financing risks to Australian 
non-profit organisations” touches on the issue of Islamic charities in Australia and the risk of them 
funding terror. 

Here is a link to this report. 

http://www.aic.gov.au/en/publications/current%20series/rpp/100120/rpp114.aspx  

If you haven’t time to review the report, then it’s worth reflecting on the following 

comments from the media release: 

“The report found that smaller, local, communitybased NPOs, especially informal ethnic and faith 
based charities, often fall outside regulatory scrutiny and could be especially vulnerable to money 
laundering and terrorism financing.” “This is particularly the case for organisations that regularly use 
informal methods of funds transfer such as alternative remittance services.” “The report found that 
organisations that have overseas offices in less regulated countries, their structure may make them 
more vulnerable than their size suggests.” 

This is, of course, PC talk for “we know that Islamic charities may fund terror”. 

As for the report, while it’s not my intention to analyse its full 60 pages, I would like to point out key 
sections for readers to review, in particular “Faithbased giving and the targeting of Islamic charities” 
starting on pg. 10 and “Vulnerabilities in the Australian non-profit sector” starting on pg. 51. 

 

It is difficult to provide a clear analysis anyway because of the Government’s blatant obfuscation and 
the report being so hedged, counterintuitive, contradictory and circular simply due to the 
Government struggling to face the obvious implications from its own research. 

The following is typical of the report: Pg. 10 states that “The Qur’an notes (9:60) that eight 
categories of people are entitled to receive zakat including the poor, the needy and the wayfarer“, 

http://www.shariahfinancewatch.org/blog/2012/02/20/islamiccharitiesfacingfactsanaustralianviewfromsfwcontributordaveclark/
http://www.shariahfinancewatch.org/blog/2012/02/20/islamiccharitiesfacingfactsanaustralianviewfromsfwcontributordaveclark/
http://www.aic.gov.au/en/publications/current%20series/rpp/100120/rpp114.aspx


196 
 

conveniently leaving out here that one of those categories is for those “fighting in the cause of 
Allah” and another two can be construed as supporting jihad activity. This fact is given a whitewash 
though on pg. 12: “The Qur’an also stipulates that ‘charity shall go to the poor who are suffering in 
the cause of God…’ (2: 273). Thus, the recipients of charity are broadly drawn and subject to a degree 
of interpretation which has impacted perhaps negatively upon the manner in which charitable 
donations have been directed and which may have exacerbated the perception that Islamic charities 
provide succour to terrorist organisations (Ndiaye 2007).“ 

So the benign categories of zakat are stated as fact while the jihadist categories are a matter of 
“interpretation” which “exacerbate perceptions”. Only in Islamic apologetics do authors not only 
qualify statement of fact with words like “interpretation” and “perhaps” but then say it’s only your 
“perception” anyway! Then there’s this quote on pg. 11 “It has been suggested that the obligatory 
charitable donations of zakat represent the largest single source of [charitable] revenue diverted to 
terrorist groups (Rudner 2006)” . 

It’s worth noting at this point that the “academics” consulted for the report were Professor Abdullah 
Saaed, Director of the National Centre of Excellence for Islamic Studies at the University of 
Melbourne. 

And let’s not discuss zakat without a summary of Jewish Tzedakah too, despite there being no 
relevance to the topic of terror funding or implications which can be, or are, drawn. Better keep the 
reader honest though, it might be religious charity giving which is the problem.. 

But there are some frightening admissions from the Australian Government too: 

“The risk of an NPO falling victim to terrorist exploitation may be greater for groups that…are closely 
aligned to particular religious or cultural movements” pg. 14 

“AUSTRAC (2010a: 8) lists ‘financial contributions through formal charitable donations’ as one of the 
three most common methods by which terrorism funds are raised in Australia.” pg. 19 

“It was reported in the 2010 typology report from the AsiaPacific Group on MoneyLaundering that 
the most ‘significant’ cases of non-profit abuse for terrorism financing detected in Australia involved 
the collection of donations, often following a visit by an overseas speaker that was organised by local 
leaders (APG 2010). In these cases, the funds raised were wire transferred to overseas accounts but 
usually over a period of time in amounts of less than $10,000. These funds were generally sent to 
third parties who were suspected of having a connection with a terrorist organisation.” pg. 19 

“Those organisations identified as most susceptible are charities, and in particular faithbased 
charities, and smaller entities that do not necessarily have the resources (or the inclination) to 
commit to due diligence and similarly recommended procedures.” pg. 50 

“Related to this concern about the vulnerability of smaller NPOs, especially the less formal charities 
formed around ethnic and faithbased communities, was thepreferred or common use of informal 
methods for the collection and transfer of funds.The identity of donors may not necessarily be 
pursued by the charity for cultural orother reasons and funds are known to be relayed to overseas 
locations using remittance services or similar methods of informal funds transfer.”…”Risk primarily 
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lies with that subset of entities that collected and dispersed donations, used informal methods of 
funds transfer and/or were unregulated.” pg. 51 

And although these are generally met with the response “but we have no proof though that Islamic 
charities are funding terror”, at least there is an acceptance that this may be because of the lack of 
oversight, transparency and regulation which the report is trying to address. 

What to do about it? 

The report suggests a number of mitigants and other regulatory responses – some of which are 
helpful, the rest deliberately miss the point. In particular, there is too much focus on self regulation 
and too little attention given to ‘legitimate’ Islamic charities providing ‘legitimate’ Islamic charity 
(directly or indirectly) to terrorists. Mostly, the report assumes that Islamic charities will be victims 
of abuse rather than motivated to circumvent all the mitigation strategies. For example “NPO’s, 
however, should…continue to avoid engaging with any organisation they suspect of being a terrorist 
group.” pg. 44. 

That said, the establishment of “sham charities” are discussed in some detail and the truth is let 
slip…“Most notable is that almost all incidents of NPO abuse involved the use of a registered 
organisation that was either a sham charity or a charity that (knowingly) disbursed funds to a group 
that supported humanitarian endeavours alongside terroristactivities. The abuse of an unsuspecting 
charitable organisation does not appear to bethe preferred modus operandi.” pg. 58. 

And when independent regulation is proposed there’s the extra burden on everyone else: 

“It has been suggested that rather than enhancing the ability of NPOs to mitigate therisks deemed to 
exist in relation to money laundering and terrorist financing, proposed measures to stem misuse not 
only place an undue burden on the sector ‘without effectively tackling the terrorist threat’ (Quigley & 
Pratten 2007: 11) but stigmatises and consequently disrupts non-profit activity (ACLU 2009; Cortright 
et al. 2008; Crimm 

2008; Quigly & Pratten 2007).” pg. 46. So is it all too hard? Why not impose additional regulation on 
only those charities that you have identified as being high risk? The Government admits it knows 
who they are, are they afraid to do anything about it? “If members of the Australian non-profit sector 
that are perceived at greater risk of exploitation can be isolated, then that group would comprise 
charities and other fundraisers (specifically those that transmit funds out of Australia and to regions 
whichhave poorer regulatory oversight), small unregulated organisations and organisationsthat 
predominantly use informal (possibly unregulated) methods of funds transfer. Addedto this group 
would probably be NPOs that collect and distribute funds and are connected with cultural or 
faithbased groups. It’s important to stress here that risk does not equal likelihood, particularly given 
sensitivities around past targeting of sector constituents, most prominently the Islamic charities. The 
group cited here are simply characterised by one (or more) of the factors that is accepted at 
promoting susceptibility.” pg. 57.  

This nonsense can be translated as follows: We know it is Islamic charities that are at risk of funding 
terror. Actually, in this case risk does equal likelihood but we’ll say it doesn’t anyway as the Islamic 
charities don’t like it when we’re on to them. Just to confuse you, we’ll also use the word 
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“susceptibility” which we hope you think means something else besides that Islamic charities are at 
risk of funding terror. 

There certainly is none so blind as those that will not see. The Australian Government knows, 
through its own work, what the problem with Islamic charities is yet wont do anything constructive 
about it. That said, and despite the report’s inadequacies, there are many positives to take from it, 
not least that the report even “went there” and what the Government was prepared to admit. 

The issue of Islamic charity terror funding becomes even more concerning with the Government’s 
encouragement of Islamic finance and its impending growth in this country. Islamic finance 
contributes heavily to Islamic charities through the payment of zakat by the Islamic finance 
institutions and through the finance contracts themselves. 

I have written before on all the issues raised in the report and suggest readers see “Banking on 
terrorism in Australia, Dave Clark, Australian Islamist Monitor, 24 October 2010” for more 
information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This blog by a journalist has some interesting insights into Muslim Aid being linked to Hamas 

http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/andrewgilligan/100068829/muslim-aid-hopeless-charity-
commission-whitewashes-yet-another-islamist-group/  

The following are more news reports about these issues if you care to do some more reading: 

http://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/cause-for-suspicion/story-e6frg6n6-1111117134994  

http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle-east/charity-cash-for-palestinian-poor-was-
siphoned-to-suicide-bombers-517209.html  

http://bbcwatch.org/tag/human-appeal-international/  

http://www.ngo-monitor.org/article/uk_charity_funding_diverted_to_hamas  

http://www.globalmbwatch.com/2012/07/10/recommended-reading-unrwa-and-friends/  

http://instmed.org/2012/07/04/unrwa-and-friends/  

http://www.kerenmalki.org/Press/Hamas_Financed_Sbarro_Terrorists.pdf Sultana who was 
arrested worked for HAI 

http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/andrewgilligan/100068829/muslim-aid-hopeless-charity-commission-whitewashes-yet-another-islamist-group/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/andrewgilligan/100068829/muslim-aid-hopeless-charity-commission-whitewashes-yet-another-islamist-group/
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/cause-for-suspicion/story-e6frg6n6-1111117134994
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle-east/charity-cash-for-palestinian-poor-was-siphoned-to-suicide-bombers-517209.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle-east/charity-cash-for-palestinian-poor-was-siphoned-to-suicide-bombers-517209.html
http://bbcwatch.org/tag/human-appeal-international/
http://www.ngo-monitor.org/article/uk_charity_funding_diverted_to_hamas
http://www.globalmbwatch.com/2012/07/10/recommended-reading-unrwa-and-friends/
http://instmed.org/2012/07/04/unrwa-and-friends/
http://www.kerenmalki.org/Press/Hamas_Financed_Sbarro_Terrorists.pdf
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http://www.haaretz.com/print-edition/news/shin-bet-hamas-charity-network-funded-terror-
activities-in-jenin-1.175290 Sultana indicted in Samaria (worked for HAI) 

http://www.jpost.com/Israel/Israel-nabs-top-Hamas-fundraiser Sultana worked for HAI and was 
arrested. The founder of the coalition, police said, is the Qatari radical Muslim preacher Sheikh Yusuf 
Al-Qarzawi.  

 

HAI and the Union of Good 

http://www.globalmbwatch.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/27722268-The-Union-of-Good-
Interpal-and-the-UK-Member-Organizations-NEFA-Foundation.pdf page 17 

http://www.treasury.gov/resource-center/terrorist-illicit-finance/Pages/protecting-union-of-
good.aspx US Treasury Report confirming the Union of Good is a fund raiser for Hamas 

http://www.treasury.gov/resource-center/terrorist-illicit-finance/Pages/protecting-
charities_execorder_13224-e.aspx#h Hamas fundraisers 

 

 

 

Holy Land Foundation  

http://www.justice.gov/archive/ag/speeches/2004/72704ag.htm  

http://www.fbi.gov/dallas/press-releases/2009/dl052709.htm FBI press release 

http://www.justice.gov/usao/txn/PressRel08/HLF_convict_pr.html Dept of Justice press release 

CAIR – Council on American-Islamic Relations and  

http://crimeblog.dallasnews.com/2008/10/fbi-cair-is-a-front-group-and.html/  CAIR one of 300 
unindicted co-conspirators in the Holy Land Foundation Trial 

 http://www.investigativeproject.org/documents/misc/360.pdf US Dept of Justice Letter confirming 
CAIR was an unindicted conspirator  

http://www.investigativeproject.org/documents/case_docs/423.pdf#page=5 List of unindicted co-
conspirators from US District Court Dallas Attachment a Part III #11 CAIR and Part VII #3 ISNA 

https://moneyjihad.wordpress.com/tag/holy-land-foundation/ makes links to Crescent Foods and 
Holy Land Foundation 

http://www.haaretz.com/print-edition/news/shin-bet-hamas-charity-network-funded-terror-activities-in-jenin-1.175290
http://www.haaretz.com/print-edition/news/shin-bet-hamas-charity-network-funded-terror-activities-in-jenin-1.175290
http://www.jpost.com/Israel/Israel-nabs-top-Hamas-fundraiser
http://www.globalmbwatch.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/27722268-The-Union-of-Good-Interpal-and-the-UK-Member-Organizations-NEFA-Foundation.pdf%20page%2017
http://www.globalmbwatch.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/27722268-The-Union-of-Good-Interpal-and-the-UK-Member-Organizations-NEFA-Foundation.pdf%20page%2017
http://www.treasury.gov/resource-center/terrorist-illicit-finance/Pages/protecting-union-of-good.aspx
http://www.treasury.gov/resource-center/terrorist-illicit-finance/Pages/protecting-union-of-good.aspx
http://www.treasury.gov/resource-center/terrorist-illicit-finance/Pages/protecting-charities_execorder_13224-e.aspx%23h
http://www.treasury.gov/resource-center/terrorist-illicit-finance/Pages/protecting-charities_execorder_13224-e.aspx%23h
http://www.justice.gov/archive/ag/speeches/2004/72704ag.htm
http://www.fbi.gov/dallas/press-releases/2009/dl052709.htm
http://www.justice.gov/usao/txn/PressRel08/HLF_convict_pr.html
http://crimeblog.dallasnews.com/2008/10/fbi-cair-is-a-front-group-and.html/
http://www.investigativeproject.org/documents/misc/360.pdf
http://www.investigativeproject.org/documents/case_docs/423.pdf%23page=5
https://moneyjihad.wordpress.com/tag/holy-land-foundation/
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From: Earl Grady [  
Sent: Friday, 31 July 2015 12:58 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: HALAL Certification
 
                                                                                      TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN
 
Dear Sir/Madam,
                                    I wish to express in the most vigorous manner, my opposition to the
 authorisation of Halal Certification of food products by a world religion.
  I oppose this move by this religion for the reason that I do not believe that “Infidels” should
 have to pay a tax to a religion which they do not follow.
  Secondly, it is my understanding that some of this money finds its way into areas such as the
 support of military operations. Therefore our military forces are going to be confronted by
 equipment supplied by my money.  This is a ridiculous arrangement for a country like Australia
 to even contemplate let alone adopt.
  Thirdly, are the authorities that are endeavouring to arrange this mischief also going to impose
 a tax on all other religions? And if the answer is in the affirmative, where is it proposed to spend
 this revenue?
 
This is a short but serious submission.  I implore the body organising this suggestion can bring
 some common sense to the situation.
Yours sincerely,
Earl Grady
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Senate Standing Committees on Economics   31 July 2015 
PO Box 6100 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600 
 
 
Submission to the Inquiry into Third-Party Certification of Food 
 
After giving due deliberation to the individual Inquiry Terms of Reference, this 
submission focuses on a key issue that cuts across a number of the terms, 
i.e. Truth in Labelling. 
 
Australian consumers of food have a right to clear and accurate information 
about what they are consuming.  While in the first instance this would appear 
to place liability primarily on the food producer/distributor, we must not 
absolve the retailer from responsibility as well.   
 
For example, under current consumer law it is understood to be illegal 
throughout Australia for a retailer to portray an orange as being organic when 
in fact it was purchased from a producer/distributor who knew it to be non-
organic.  The same applies to kosher/non-kosher, halal/non-halal, genetically 
modified/non-genetically modified or whatever. 
 
The converse should also apply:  
 

a) it should be illegal for a retailer to knowingly sell a product that has 
been subject to a specific certification regime (e.g. as to whether it is 
kosher, halal, etc.) while not disclosing this fact to the consumer in a 
clear and unambiguous manner; and 

b) it should be illegal for a manufacturer or distributor to knowingly 
produce or re-package a product that has been subject to a specific 
certification regime (e.g. as to whether it is kosher, halal, etc.) while not 
disclosing this fact to the retailer or consumer in a clear and 
unambiguous manner. 

 
Right now, the overwhelming community concern relates to halal certification 
and its wider implications for consumers.  Relevant issues include the 
following: 
 
1. Who benefits from halal certification? 
 
The Islamic bodies who purport to supply halal certification are the prime 
beneficiaries as they earn ongoing fees; most of these organisations claim to 
channel their earnings to the funding of mosques, etc.  The Australian 
consumer is now well aware that mosques are the main source of so-called 
radical (i.e. Islamic) teaching that leads to the carrying out of acts of terrorism 
throughout the world, including such acts against Australians. 
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Of course, it must be recognised that food producing and/or distributing 
businesses, as well as retailers, would also claim to be beneficiaries from 
halal certification – this is considered further under items 3 and 4. 
 
2. Who pays? 
 
Ultimately, all Australian consumers are paying for halal certifcation, whether 
they like it or not.  Since Muslims constitute less than 2 per cent of all 
Australians, halal certification is unambiguously an Islamic tax imposed on the 
other 98 per cent of Australian consumers. 
 
Under the well-established user pays principle, if the small minority of Islamic 
adherents prefer to consume only halal food then they should be required to 
pay in full for all costs associated with such certification. 
 
3. Why are producers and/or distributors forcing halal certification upon 
unsuspecting consumers?  
 
Purportedly, food producers and/or distributors claim to accept halal 
certification of their products as then they can export the same products to 
Islamic countries as they sell to the domestic market.  This doesn’t 
necessarily make sense when only a small fraction of Australian products are 
exported, let alone to Islamic countries, and 98 per cent of the domestic 
market is non-Muslim. 
 
Unfortunately, we must conclude that the main reason must be fear of 
retribution from Muslims – particularly since it is widely known that Muslims 
commit acts of violence against non-believers that are condoned by the very 
teachings from the mosques that are financed by the halal certification fees! 
 
Australia has well-established rules and laws relating to the prevention of 
animal cruelty, yet the slaughter of animals to comply with halal certification is 
outstandingly cruel.  No wonder meat producers and/or distributors keep quiet 
about such acts that are unwanted by 98 per cent of Australians! 
 
4. Why are retailers being deceptive about selling halal-certified goods?  
 
Adherents of the Jewish faith prefer to consumer kosher-certified foods; 
accordingly they seek out such foods and know where they are available.  
Those who purchase kosher-certified foods clearly bear the cost of this 
certification. 
 
The following photos illustrate how at least one store of a major Australian 
supermarket chain displays kosher-certified foods, including frozen meat and 
other groceries.  Any consumer seeking kosher-certified foods can go to this 
section of the supermarket and pay for the privilege of their religious 
convictions.  Other consumers can shop elsewhere in the store. 
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Photographs of a section in a supermarket dedicated to kosher-certified products 
 
However this is decidedly not the situation with halal-certified products in the 
vast majority of stores!  Furthermore, retailers are curiously uninquisitive in 
requesting that their suppliers reveal which of the products to be displayed on 
the store shelves are or are not so certified.  Arguments about cost cannot be 
supported, as in an age of computerisation all sorts of data are regularly  
required to be provided, stored and transmitted and the cost of one extra 
piece of ‘yes/no’ information becomes infinitesimal.  
 
Why then are retailers so deceptive about selling halal-certified goods?  
Unfortunately, we must conclude that the main reason must be fear of 
retribution from Muslims – particularly since it is widely known that Muslims 
commit acts of violence against non-believers that are condoned by the very 
teachings from the mosques that are financed by the halal certification fees! 
 
Conclusion of Submission: 
 
It should be illegal for a retailer to knowingly sell a product that has been 
subject to a specific certification regime (e.g. as to whether it is kosher, halal, 
etc.) while not disclosing this fact to the consumer in a clear and unambiguous 
manner. 
 
It should be illegal for a manufacturer or distributor to knowingly produce or 
re-package a product that has been subject to a specific certification regime 
(e.g. as to whether it is kosher, halal, etc.) while not disclosing this fact to the 
retailer or consumer in a clear and unambiguous manner. 
 
Yours faithfully 
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Keong Yip 
30th July, 2015. 
 
 

Senate Standing Committees on Economics 
PO Box 6100, 
Parliament House, 
Canberra, 
ACT 2600. 
 
 
To : Senate Economics References Committee 
Subject : Senate inquiry into food certification schemes. 
 
 
Dear Committee Members, 
 
I am writing to you with regards to Halal Certification. 
 
I am a person with liberal thinking and so I feel very offended by any form of Islamic Sharia 
law. Halal food certification is part of Islamic Sharia law. I find Islamic Sharia to be extremely 
racist in character. I also find Islamic Sharia to be extremely disrespectful towards women to 
the extent of treating women as blatant sex objects that can be trampled at will. 
 
Due to these reasons, I do not want to consume Halal food and I do not want to contribute 
financially to the Halal Certification scheme. 
 
I hereby ask the Senate Committee to consider my views and implement the mandatory 
labelling of all Halal compliant products. In this way, a product can be easily distinguished to 
be Halal or non-Halal. This will enable a free and liberal person like me to make an informed 
decision on whether to purchase or not to purchase the product. 
 
Currently, there is no requirement for a manufacturer of a Halal product to label it as Halal. 
Therefore the current system is not fair for a person like me who wants to stay clear of Halal 
products. 
 
Thank you for giving me a chance to submit my request. 
 
 
Yours faithfully, 
Keong Yip. 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
 
 
 

 
 Home 
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 Press Release 
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 Report Hate Crime 

 Register 

 FAQs 

 Contacts 

THE ISLAMIC COUNCIL OF WESTERN 
AUSTRALIA (ICWA) 
ICWA – HALAL GUIDELINES 
  

INTRODUCTION 

Islam is not a mere religion.  It is a way of life with rules and manners governing every facet of life. Since food is 
an important part of daily life, food laws carry a special significance. Muslims are expected to eat for survival, to 
maintain good health and not to live for eating. In Islam, eating is considered to be a matter of worship of God like 
prayer, fasting, alms-giving and other religious activities. A Muslim eats to maintain a strong and healthy 
physique in order to be able to contribute his knowledge and effort for the welfare of  the society.  Muslims are 
supposed to make an effort to obtain the best quality nutritionally. It is mentioned in a Hadith that the prayer of a 
person is rejected by  Allah if his food is haram. Another Hadith states that hell-fire is more deserving of the flesh 
which has been nourished with haram. 

Australia is a multicultural and multi-religious country.  The problem of Halal-Haram with respect to food thus 
becomes an issue because some non Muslims may not understand the problems and sensitivities of the 
Muslims.  This is compounded by the fact that Australian manufacturers are either unaware of Muslims 
requirements or choose to ignore them as insignificant. 

It is therefore in this situation that like the Australian Federation of Islamic Councils, its mother body, the Islamic 
Council of W.A. is endeavouring to establish the highest standards in the sanctioning of foods as Halal. 

  

http://www.islamiccouncilwa.com.au/
http://www.islamiccouncilwa.com.au/about/
http://www.islamiccouncilwa.com.au/about/who-is-icwa/
http://www.islamiccouncilwa.com.au/press-release-for-media/
http://www.islamiccouncilwa.com.au/community/community-updates/icwa-media-watch/
http://www.islamiccouncilwa.com.au/community/
http://www.islamiccouncilwa.com.au/islamic-marriage-councelling-services/
http://www.islamiccouncilwa.com.au/community/community-updates/
http://www.islamiccouncilwa.com.au/wa-directory/
http://www.islamiccouncilwa.com.au/wa-directory/organisations/
http://www.islamiccouncilwa.com.au/islam/
http://www.islamiccouncilwa.com.au/islam/history-in-wa/
http://www.islamiccouncilwa.com.au/report-hate-crime/
http://www.islamiccouncilwa.com.au/background-to-islamophopia/
http://www.islamiccouncilwa.com.au/halal-certification/halal-guidelines/
http://www.islamiccouncilwa.com.au/faqs/
http://www.islamiccouncilwa.com.au/contacts/
http://www.islamiccouncilwa.com.au/
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HALAL 

In general every food is considered lawful in Islam unless it is specially prohibited by the Qu’ran or the Hadith. By 

official definition, Halal foods are those that are: 

 Free from any component that Muslims are prohibited from consuming according to Islamic law. 

 Processed, made, produced, manufactured and/or stored using utensils, equipment and/or machinery that has 
been cleansed according to Islamic law. 

 Free from contamination while prepared or processed with anything considered Najis (filthy). 
HARAM 

1. According to the current Islamic thinking, the following are considered Najis and therefore Haram (unlawful, 
prohibited):  

1. Swine including all by-products. 
2. Insects considered ugly or filthy such as worms, lice, flies, etc. 
3. Animals with fangs such as tigers, lions, cats etc, 
4. Birds that have talons with which they catch their prey such as owls, eagles, etc. 
5. Animals which Islam encourages to kill such as scorpions, centipedes, rats etc, 
6. Dogs 
7. Animals which Islam forbids to kill such as bees etc. 
8. Animals which have toxins, poisons or  produce ill effects when eaten such as some fish etc. 
9. Amphibian animals such as crocodiles, turtles, frogs etc. 
10. Meat (limbs, tails etc.) which have been cut from a live animal. 
11. Lawful animals not slaughtered according to Islamic rites. (Fish is exempt from slaughtering). 
12. Carrion or dead animals. 

  

2. Plant and their products.  
1. Poisonous Plant. 
2. Intoxicating Plant 

  

3. Liquids and their products  
1. Poisonous drinks 
2. Intoxicating drinks 

  

4. Other matters and their products  
1. Faeces and urine 
2. Placental tissue 
3. Blood 
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5. Halal Sources 
Products made from the following substances are Halal unless containing or come into contact with a Haram 
substance 

1. All plant and their products 
2. Certified Halal meat, poultry, game birds and animals. 
3. All water creatures, fish, crustaceans and molluscs. 
4. Egg from acceptable birds only. 
5. Rennet from certified Halal slaughtered calves 
6. Non animal rennet (NAR, culture) 
7. Gelatine produced from certified Halal beef skins and/or bones, 
8. Animal ingredients certified Halal 

  

6. Halal Slaughter 
The conditions required for Halal slaughter of animals and birds are: 

1. The abattoirs or factory must be under the close and constant supervision of a religious organisation, namely 
ICWA. 

2. The premises, machinery and equipment must be classed according to Islamic Shariah (law) before any 
production takes place. 

3. The slaughterman must be a mature, pious Muslim of sound mind who understands fully the fundamentals and 
conditions relating to Halal slaughter and be approved by the religious authorities. 

4. Only acceptable live animals and birds can be slaughtered. 
5. The slaughter must be done manually using a steel knife. 
6. Facilities must be available for rinsing the knife after each kill. 
7. The slaughterman must sever the respiratory tract, oesophagus and the jugular vein. 
8. The animal must be completely dead before skinning can take place. 

  

HALAL CONCEPT 

Within the Islamic religion, a strong emphasis is placed on cleanliness – both spiritually and in the context of food 
and drink.  For a food or drink product to be approved for consumption it must conform to the Islamic dietary laws 
as specified in the Qur’an, the Hadith (sayings) of the Prophet Muhammad, his Sunnah (tradition) and in the Fiqh 
(understanding) of the Islamic Jurists: Hanafi, Shafi’, Maliki and Hambali.  The Qur’an has numerous injunctions 

instructing Muslims to choose and consume good and wholesome foodstuffs. 

In the selection of food and drink, Islam has laid down three very important guidelines, namely; 

1. Whether the consumption of the foodstuff is prohibited by Allah, 
2. Whether the foodstuff is obtained through Halal or Haram means, and 
3. Whether or not the material is harmful to health. 

There are several factors that determine the Halal/Haram status of a particular foodstuff.  Amongst others, it is 
dependent on its nature, how it was processed and where it originated from.  As an example, any pig product is 
considered Haram because the material itself is Haram.  Whereas beef from an animal that has not been 
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slaughtered according to Islamic rites would still be considered Haram.  Also Haram is food that has been stolen 
or acquired through unethical means.  Islam also prohibits the usage of any materials that are detrimental to the 
spiritual or mental well-being of a person, such as alcoholic drinks and drugs. 

The concept of Halal in Islam has very specific motives; 

1. To preserve the purity of religion 
2. To safeguard the Islamic mentality 
3. To preserve life 
4. To safeguard property 
5. To safeguard future generations 
6. To maintain self-respect and integrity. 

Islam encourages its followers to choose Halal foods.  This awareness is always propagated in Muslim societies 
and is strengthened by the widespread knowledge extolling the virtues of consuming clean and Halal foods.  Due 
to advancements in food technology and distribution, Muslims are more exposed to various ingredients and 
manufactured foods imported into Muslim countries.  The most common of these are food additives, gelatine, 
emulsifiers and rennet in cheese manufacture. The Muslim community would like to know whether or not the 
addition, the ingredients or the finished foods contain any Haram substance. These products can become Halal if 
the raw materials are Halal and the process is compatible with the Islamic way. 

To determine the Halal-Haram status of foodstuffs and other material, Islam has laid general guidelines on this 
matter, namely: 

1. All raw materials and ingredients used must be Halal. 
2. Naturally  Halal  animals  such  as  cattle,  goats  etc.,  must   be   slaughtered according to Islamic rites, the 

rituals specify that the  act must  be  performed by a mentally sound Muslim, to  sever the  blood and respiratory 
channels  of the animal, using a sharp cutting tool such as knife. 

3. The Halal ingredients must not be mixed, or come into contact with haram materials such as products from pig or 
dog during storage, transport, cooking, serving etc. 

It must be understood that the production of Halal food is not only beneficial to Muslims, but also to food 
producers, by means of increased market acceptance of their products.  Manufacturers and exporters of Halal 
products can receive Halal certification for their products from ICWA. 

  

  

MODERN PRODUCTS 

In the modern processing of food, pharmaceutical and cosmetic products we cannot escape from the issue of 
food ingredients which originates from animals, especially additives and many of these are imported. The 
ingredients are made from various sources, including Haram sources as well.  The products from animal sources 
which may pose problems are given below: 

1. Fresh Meat 
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There are many types of animals available and these may or may not be slaughtered according to the Islamic 
law. Some of these animals include chicken, duck, turkey, quail, cattle, goat, sheep, rabbit, venison. 

2. Meat Products 

Another important group of meat products are those using a mixture of pork and non pork raw material.  These 
include luncheon meat, salamis, various types of sausages etc.  In these products pork fat is used instead of beef 
fat.  Of course these products are also available in a form which no pork or lard is added as in kosher salami and 
beef frankfurter’s. There are also available chicken and turkey roll.  If these products  contain pork or pork 
products and are not made from Halal slaughtered animals Muslims will not purchase them. 

3. Offal Products 

Example of these include liver, lungs, heart, intestines, tripe, brains and blood.  Besides direct consumption, 
some of these can also be processed into value-added products. Intestines in their wet or dry form can be used 
as casings for various types of sausages. All these must be from animals slaughtered in a Halal manner 
otherwise the whole product will not be acceptable.  Blood on the other hand is never acceptable under any 
circumstance. 

4. Bone and Hide Products 

Gelatine which is used in many food preparations is another important animal product.  The main sources are 
skin and bones. The production from skin basically involves an extraction process of several stages with 
increasing temperatures, filtration and concentration in a vacuum evaporator. On the other hand production from 
bones would involve the removal of fat, demineralisation and extraction  with dilute alkali.  Besides being a 
source of gelatine, bones when converted into bone meal and purified, is used as a natural source of calcium and 
phosphorus which can be used in paediatric food.  The hides of the cattle can be processed into edible crackers, 
while chicken and pig skin can be emulsified to be used as ingredients in the production of emulsion type 
sausages.  Again if the bones and hides are not from the slaughtered animals these products can not be 
accepted. Pork and all pig products are prohibited. 

5. Fats as Food 

Apart from lean meat animal fat has been used as food for man for a long time.  Beside being highly digestible 
and providing  high calories, fat plays an important role in adding palatability to the lean meat because of the 
flavour and aroma it provides. Fats also carry fat soluble vitamins and have essential fatty acids and 
phospholipid.  However, in modern diets, the consumption of fat, especially saturated fats, has been reduced 
drastically for health reasons. 

Animal fat from abattoirs is classified into edible and inedible fats.  Edible fats are obtained from certain parts of a 
carcass which are certified sound and healthy by the Department of Primary Industry (DPI). Edible fats can be 
used in their original form or further processed by rendering process into tallow from cattle and sheep or lard from 
pig.  The rendering  process basically involves heating the fatty tissue under pressure.  After cooking, the 
pressure is released from the cooker and the settled mass withdrawn, purified and deodorised before packing. 

The processed meat industry uses a lot of unprocessed fat in the production of various meat products like 
burgers, sausages and other smallgoods. Back fat from pigs is used substantially in the manufacture of sausages 
and salamis and is used  for frying purposes. Shortening from animal fat are used in bakeries. Only tallow and 
shortening made from the fats of Halal slaughtered animals can be used. 

Emulsifiers such as glycerol mono-stearate, fatty acids as well as glycerine are obtained through further 
processing of fats, these are being widely used in food, pharmaceutical   and cosmetic industries. Muslims will 
only consume any of these products  if the original animal was slaughtered in a Halal manner. 
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6. Imitation Pork Products 

Bacon and ham are traditional products made from pork. As such, they are clearly Haram.  However, these 
products can also be made from beef and lamb products and are made to resemble the original pork version. 

7. Pharmaceutical Products 

A number of Pharmaceutical products can be obtained from various animal tissues, especially from the glands 
like pancreas, thyroid, adrenal, pineal as well as organs like liver, stomach, lungs and also blood as well as other 
fine chemicals obtained from animals like bovine serum albumin and gelatine which are classified under protein. 
Bovine serum albumin is sometimes used as a component of moisturising cream and lotions. 

Classified under hormones are products like insulin, glucagon, pituitary gland powdered extract, 
adrenocorticotropin, thyroid and parathyroid, insulin is used for the treatment of diabetes. The pancreas gland of 
the pigs and cattle are used as the main source of insulin although in recent years, insulin of microbial origin have 
been used.  Glucagon is also obtained from the pancreas gland. It raises blood sugar levels and helps counteract 
insulin shock resulting from an overdose of insulin.  Adrenocorticotropin’s most important medical use in restoring 

the activity of malfunctioning adrenal glands in human. It can also be used in the treatment of rheumatic disorders 
such as arthritis, and eye inflammation due to allergies. 

Many of these products are made from animals which may pose a problem to Muslims. The relevant religious 
authorities are aware of such situations. And the food, cosmetic and pharmaceutical industries should be aware if 
they want to increase their market share in Muslim countries. 

  

HALAL MARKETING 

It is estimated that the world’s Halal food trade average nearly US$60 billion per year and growing. The existence 

of such a big market naturally opens the doors of economic opportunities for those engaged in the business, 
directly or indirectly. 

A successful seller is not always the one whose product is exactly the same as of others in the line, but the one 
who, while producing in the same product line, can cater to the special tastes, preferences and needs of a group 
of customers which other producers have failed to meet. 

Halal food market exists  wherever there are Muslim consumers whose tastes and preferences are governed by 
Islamic law on food specification which calls for Halal 
food. 

A successful seller is one who, in the same product line, can produce the goods with SPECIAL 
CHARACTERISTICS to meet the SPECIFIC NEEDS of various groups of consumers.  In this case Halal food 
may apparently be the same as others are selling, by its nature, technique of its processing involving the 
ingredients, handling, use of various methods from the beginning to the end is always the one approved and 
recommended by Islamic law. 

The Halal food trade presents the following challenges: 

1. Attitude of the suppliers of Halal food products 
2. Increasing the volume of sales 
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3. Efficient distribution network 
4. Advertising 
5. Creating consumer loyalty 

  

1. Attitude of the Suppliers 

When a Muslim consumer buys a Halal product, he is doing so because of his commitment to Islamic principles 
and teachings. But this does not mean that the seller should develop a patronising attitude towards the 
buyers.  This will happen if a seller ignores the tastes and preferences of the buyers, and fails to improve the 
quality of  the product and adopt cost effective methods of production which would enable him to be competitive 
within the target market. 

Today in many Muslim countries, poultry, meat and dairy products are imported from European countries, 
Australia, New Zealand etc…. and the importing countries are happy because they are not only getting Halal food 
but also high quality food. 

Thus from a marketing point of view, the firm issue in the Halal food trade, is the issue of the exporter’s 

psychology and his recognition of the golden rule of marketing without which any attempt to promote Halal food 
exports to Muslim countries are doomed to fail. 

2. Efficient Distribution Network 

From the producers point of view, there are two types of markets for Halal food: 

1. The market in Australia 
2. The market in Muslim countries, 

In the case of Australian market the problem is serious because the Muslim communities are scattered.  But 
despite these difficulties one cannot discount the huge potential of Halal food market.  The answer is to  make the 
product Halal in the first place and to make it available for all.  Also to take part in exhibitions and conferences of 
the Muslim communities in the various big centres. 

For the Market in the Muslim countries , the real issues are: 

1. honouring the commitment on a regular basis 
2. maintaining quality 
3. winning support of the local religious institutions who can certify the product as Halal and who can stand by your 

claim of Halal status.  In addition you are dealing with local distributors, it is important to know their culture, their 
expectations and their way of saying ‘yes or no”. One should also be ready to learn how things can be made to 

move in that culture. 

3. Advertising 

Advertising is the key to marketing  and sales.  From the Halal point of view the advertising strategy depends 
upon whether a particular market is fully a comprehensive Muslim majority or it is appropriate to emphasise the 
Halal nature and characteristics of the food so that it attracts the common folks in the society who are the 
majority. 
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In a multi-religious society where Muslims are a significant proportion of the population the product can be 
marked as Halal  on the label so that the members of the community are aware of its status as well as promoting 
the product in the Muslim and ethnic media. 

4. Creating Consumer Loyalty 

Muslim consumers become loyal when: 

1. They always get the product they want 
2. When the supplier has kept his promise 
3. When the Halal nature of the product is beyond doubt, and some respectable authority stands behind the claim of 

the producer. 

 RULES FOR MUSLIM SLAUGHTERMEN REGISTRATION: 

1. All new applicants for registration must be practising Muslims (such as observing five daily prayers, Friday prayer 
once a week, and avoiding the haram or forbidden things), reputable persons of good character, allowed to work 
in Australia, financial members of an Islamic Society and known to at least two prominent Australian Muslims who 
are prepared to write a reference about them.All Halal Slaughtermen will register with ICWA annually and obtain 
an Identity Card (I.D.) before they can Halal Slaughter. 

2. Payment of prescribed registration fee. 
3. Carry I.D. at all times while doing Halal Slaughter. 
4.  Registration as ICWA slaughtermen depends on approval of the person concerned by the ICWA Halal 

Committee.  The actual registration as ICWA slaughtermen is done by the AUS-MEAT.  This registration depends 
entirely on the approval stroke recognition of the persons concerned by the ICWA.  Since it is ICWA approval 
which is sought, ICWA reserves the right to refuse approval of an application. 

5. Even if ICWA agrees to approve an applicant, the I.D. card from AUS-MEAT would be obtained normally when 
the person concerned selected for specific meat work. 

6. ICWA I.D. card qualifies the person concerned to be considered for     employment by an abattoir or a meat work 
nominated by ICWA.  ICWA I.D.     cards are not automatically valid for consideration of employment by 
the     concerned companies. 

7.  ICWA does not provide employment to any slaughterman. ICWA I.D. card is also not a guarantee or a licence or 
a ticket for employment in an abattoir or Halal meat establishments. 

8. From time to time it may become necessary to advise transfer of services of slaughtermen from one plant to 
another, or from one level to another within the same plant.  This will take place in the event of an absence of a 
senior slaughterman requiring a replacement by an equally senior slaughterman from another plant or mutual 
transfer of two slaughtermen in order to maintain communal peace or to remove any possible malpractices.  Such 
transfer of shuffling will take place with the approval of the ICWA Halal Committee.  All ICWA slaughtermen 
would be expected to co-operate in the maintenance of a successful Halal slaughtering and supervision services. 

 2.    SUPERVISION: 

1. The Halal Slaughterman will perform all religious duties including slaughter under direct supervision of the ICWA 
Halal Supervisor/s. 

2. The supervisor will contact the ICWA Office in the event of any dissatisfaction, with his recommendation.  The 
matter will be investigated by the ICWA Halal Committee. 

3. The Halal Slaughterman will follow rules of the meat Works and instructions     of the Meat Works’ 

supervisor/manager as long as these do not interfere with     the methods and rules of Halal Slaughter and other 
ICWA requirements and     procedures. 

3.    DISCIPLINARY ACTION: 
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The Halal Slaughterman registration will be cancelled and barred from all ICWA’S operations in the following 

cases:- 

1. He ceases to be a Muslim. 
2. Does not follow the Methods of Halal Slaughter as stipulated elsewhere in these Rules. 
3. Commits any serious crime or breaks the important injunctions of Islam, e.g. stealing, lying, drinking alcohol, 

adultery, causing division in the community etc. etc. 
4. Consistently fails to provide ICWA with record of daily Halal slaughter         or production (cartons,packages) on a 

weekly basis. 
5. Fails to adhere to the clear instruction given to him about the conduct of Halal slaughter, meat handling and 

certification given to him by the Supervisor. 
6. Does not make sure that what he slaughters as Halal is transferred on to an ICWA Interim Certificate for purpose 

of authentication of the official ICWA Halal Certificate, or transfer of meat to another plant in Australia. 
7. Does not make sure that what he produces as Halal ultimately is certified as Halal by ICWA alone and no other 

person/persons or non-ICWA Certifier. 
8. Fails to attend a meeting called by the ICWA Halal Committee without a valid reason. 
9. If found to be guilty of immoral conduct such as abuse of ICWA I.D. card in the following manner:-  
1. Demanding extra payment from the employer without a valid reason related to work 
2. Demanding other concessions from the employer not supportable by a valid reason related to work. 
3. Is guilty of saying or doing things which reflect on ICWA or likely to jeopardise the reputation of the Australian 

Meat Trade. 
10. Refuses to accept instructions, written or verbal-from the State Supervisor concerning his relocation within the 

same plant or another plant within that State or another State.  Such relocation may become necessary in the 
interest of keeping the ICWA services healthy and viable from religious point of view.  This refusal will prove that 
the person concerned has no loyalty to the organisation and is only concerned with his own welfare.All authorities 
in Australia and overseas importers will be notified of the de-registration. 

4. RULES FOR HALAL SLAUGHTER AND HANDLING OF HALAL MEAT: 

The animal must be slaughtered by the ICWA’s Registered Halal Slaughtermen.  The actual process of cutting 
the neck must be done by a Muslim. 

1. While slaughtering the animal, the Muslim Slaughterman must recite the Islamic Prayer: “BISMILLAH-ALLAHO-
AKBAR” (in the name of Allah, the Great). 

2. Animal must be laid on its left side for slaughter. 
3. The knife used for slaughtering must be sharp so that the animal suffers least agony and slaughter takes place 

quickly and easily. 
4. The throat must be severed with a single cut – knife must not be lifted and the cut must be below Adam’s Apple, 

to be retained on head.  The animal slaughtered in such a way that both the respiratory and jugular veins are 
quickly cut and blood oozes out in full making the animal dead quickly. 

5. The neck should neither be cut completely nor broken, thus avoiding the severance of the spinal cord. 
6. There should be no contamination of Halal meat with ‘pig’ meat or non-Halal meat of other animals, either in the 

abattoir, boning rooms, freezer, chiller or at the time of packing, loading and unloading.  This is ICWA 
responsibility in which DPI officials at the plants are supposed to support ICWA approved slaughtermen. 

7. The equipment used for killing pigs must not be used for slaughtering animals meant for Halal consumption.  The 
area must also be free of all contamination by pig or non-Halal slaughtering. 
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5. STUNNING: 

ICWA is opposed to stunning of animals before slaughter on religious grounds, because generally speaking the 
present methods of stunning in Australia are not right from Islamic point of view.  Abattoirs have been advised to 
take steps towards removal of stunning and its replacement with straining devices such as koshers box in respect 
of cattle and the restrainers in respect of small stock.  We have allowed them time during which this could be 
achieved.  In the meantime, all ICWA approved slaughtermen are required to make sure that in case stunning of 
animal is taking place the following conditions are rigidly enforced:- 

1. In case of cattle the gun used is properly adjusted and modified (which should only knock the animal as 
unconscious) concussion device and not a penetrating pistol nor the normal mushroom head gun. 

2. The slaughter takes place on the floor whilst the animal is still alive. 
3. In case of an animal who clearly shows that it has not been stunned properly a red tag around its neck should be 

used as it is unacceptable for Halal purposes.  Such rejected animal should be counted and disposed of 
separately from Halal carcasses at all stages.  The clear sign of an animal not stunned properly is that there is a 
hole in the skull and blood is coming out.  That means that the animal has been fatally wounded by a wrong 
stunning method. 

4. That after slaughtering the animals should be allowed sufficient time to die as a result of bleeding and not 
processed until death has taken place. 

  

6. HALAL STAMPS: 

An ICWA stamp (both metal and rubber) will be in the custody of the senior DPI official at each plant.  ICWA 
authorised slaughtermen are required to collect the stamp, if necessary in the presence of a company official, 
from the DPI and take it to the floor where carcasses are to be stamped or to the boning/packing room where 
cartons are to be stamped.  It is the duty of ICWA slaughtermen to make sure that the stamp is collected in this 
manner and returned to the DPI official.  It is also the right and the duty of the ICWA slaughtermen to check and 
participate in the security arrangements relating to this stamp because ICWA is a party to the stamp.  Normally, it 
is ICWA slaughtermen who would put the stamp on the carcasses or cartons.  Variation in this is possible if the 
acceptable arrangements have been put in place.  These arrangements can vary from abattoir to abattoir. 

Under no circumstances ICWA slaughtermen should surrender their religious duties as at 4, 5, and 6 above to 
company or DPI officials. 

7. HALAL CERTIFICATION: 

ICWA approved slaughtermen will have to sign an ICWA Interim Certificate after making sure that the production 
recorded tallies with the daily slaughtering/production record maintained by the slaughterman himself.  This 
certificate will come to ICWA Office and ICWA will sign the final certificate only if the details in the Interim 
Certificate match with those given in the Official Certificate. 

8. STATEMENT OF SLAUGHTERING: 

All slaughtermen are expected to maintain a record of their daily slaughter or in accordance with boning/packing 
room, the number of cartons of each type of meat cuts made.  This record has to be forwarded to ICWA Office on 
a weekly basis in the prescribed form.  Failure to do this will result in the withdrawal of nomination of the 
slaughterman. 

 Home 

http://www.islamiccouncilwa.com.au/
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Attachment 3 

 

Note the author of the Senate Enquiry Submission does not necessarily endorse the views 

held in this article but would like to present it as a well researched essay on various aspects of 

non and partial stunning slaughter. 

 

It was copied from webpage: http://www.natalt.org/2012/03/29/animal-cruelty-and-

kosherhalal-slaughter/ 

 

Animal Cruelty and Kosher/Halal slaughter 

On March 29, 2012 

by Ryan Walsh 

 Nationalist Alternative condemns the exemption to pre-stunning slaughter methods extended 

on religious grounds to Kosher and Halal as a further example of multiculturalism in action. 

We have previously published an article on live export and our support for pre slaughter 

stunning Australia wide in an effort to improve animal welfare. 

On the weekend October 29-30,2011 an article titled ‘ Religious abattoirs dodge stun law’ 

appeared on page 7, The Nation in The Weekend Australian (October 29-30,2011). This 

article describes the decision by primary industry ministers including Federal Labour 

Minister Joe Ludwig to not impose mandatory pre stunning in all abattoirs Australia wide. 

Pre stunning before slaughter aims to ensure the animal is rendered unconscious and 

insensible to pain. 

Instead in what can only be described as timid governance unsure of its sovereignty, we are 

pandering to minorities which in this instance is supporters of Kosher/Halal slaughter 

amongst sections of Australia’s Jewish and Muslim population and possibly elsewhere. 

Twelve abattoirs will be provided with exceptions which according to the article will see up 

to 250,000 alive and conscious sheep, cattle, and hens killed a year without first being 

rendered unconscious before their throats are cut. 

We condemn such practices as barbaric, inhumane, cruel and a affront to Australian morality 

and further examples of multiculturalism NOT enriching Australian culture. Some fellow 

opponents of ritual slaughter may baulk or sidestep our inclusion of multiculturalism with 

this issue but they are clearly linked particularly when some supporters claim their religion or 

culture demands/obligates this practice and that they would be discriminated against or lead 

‘less fulfilling lives’ if not allowed to continue. 

http://www.natalt.org/2012/03/29/animal-cruelty-and-kosherhalal-slaughter/
http://www.natalt.org/2012/03/29/animal-cruelty-and-kosherhalal-slaughter/
http://www.natalt.org/2012/03/29/animal-cruelty-and-kosherhalal-slaughter/
http://natalt.org/2011/10/18/live-export-labors-failure-to-take-a-moral-stance/
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/national-affairs/religious-abattoirs-allowed-to-continue-animals-while-conscious/story-fn59niix-1226179957600
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Kosher and Halal slaughter requires the animal 

to be alive to facilitate the draining of the blood and proponents argue the throat slitting is 

humane because the animal dies quickly or some claim instantaneously. 

It is claimed that due to the ‘sharp’ blade the animals are killed in one stroke. With the animal 

collapsing almost immediately due to an abrupt outpouring of blood thanks to a clean and 

complete severing of both jugular veins and cateroid arteries. 

It has also been claimed, in some articles or commentary, that ritual slaughter is in fact more 

humane and painless than mandatory pre stun captive bolt conventional methods. 

Analysis of the ritual slaughter proponents assertions 

We will provide opposing evidence below including quotes that include eye witness accounts 

as well as hard science to disprove the above claims. 

We believe the evidence against ritual slaughter is so overwhelming that assertions and 

articles presenting it as humane seem like ignorance at best and at worst deliberate 

equivocating in order to mislead and provide partial truths. All in a desperate attempt to avoid 

the inevitable banning or shunning of the practice, at least in Western countries that do not 

share these cultural views. 

Claim: Ritual slaughter involves instantaneous, painless ‘quick’ death or where pain occurs it 

is minimal. 

Opposing evidence: 

Proof of pain leads to calls for ban on ritual slaughter. Oct 2009. 

…But the new research suggests otherwise. Dr Craig Johnson and his colleagues at New 

Zealand’s Massey University reproduced the Jewish and Islamic methods of slaughter in 

calves. The calves were first anaesthetised so although their pain responses could be detected, 

they wouldn’t actually feel anything. They were then subjected to a neck incision. A pain 

response was detected for up to two minutes following the cut, although calves normally 

fall unconscious after 10 to 30 seconds. 
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The team then stunned the calves five seconds after cutting their throats: the pain signal 

detected by electroencephalography ceased immediately. 

Johnson told the New Scientist he thought this work was “the best evidence yet that [ritual 

slaughter] is painful”. However, he observed that the religious community “is adamant 

animals don’t experience any pain so the results might surprise them”. 

The findings have earned Johnson the inaugural Humane Slaughter Award from the Humane 

Slaughter Association. Dr James Kirkwood, the charity’s chief executive, said: “This work 

provides significant support for the value of stunning animals prior to slaughter to prevent 

pain and distress.” 

Adam Rutherford, an editor of Nature, wrote on the Guardian website: “It suggests that the 

anachronism of slaughter without stunning has no place in the modern world and should be 

outlawed. This special indulgence to religious practices should be replaced with the evidence-

based approaches to which the rest of us are subject.” 

Some European countries, such as Sweden, require all animals to be stunned before slaughter 

with no exception for religions. 
1 

[emphasis added] 

Opposing evidence: 

Time to loss of brain responsiveness – The Farm Animal Welfare Council (FAWC) found 

in its 2003 Report on the Welfare of Farmed Animals at Slaughter or Killing found that by 

observing brain function the “evidence shows that sheep become insensible within 5-7 

seconds of the cut”, and adult cattle may take between 22 and 40 seconds to become 

insensible.” 

” Furthermore, a separate study of brain response after Shechita (Jewish ) slaughter of 

cattle compared to that after captive-bolt stunning indicated responses for up to 60 

seconds in the former and no response in the latter ” 
2 

[emphasis added] 

Claim: In Ritual slaughter ‘ knife throat cuts are not painful and instead quick and efficient 

with a sharp blade” 

 

Opposing evidence: 
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Pain and distress during exsanguination – The Farm Animal Welfare Council (FAWC) 

found in its 2003 Report on the Welfare of Farmed Animals at Slaughter or Killing found  

“When a very large transverse incision is made across the neck a number of vital 

tissues are transected including: skin, muscle, trachea, oesophagus, carotid arteries, 

jugular veins, major nerve trunks (e.g. vagus and phrenic nerves) plus numerous minor 

nerves. Such a drastic cut will inevitably trigger a barrage of sensory information to the 

brain in a sensible (conscious) animal. We are persuaded that such a massive injury 

would result in very significant pain and distress in the period before insensibility 

supervenes.” 
2
 [emphasis added] 

more on claims of the ‘ lack of pain’ involved with throat cutting 

Opposing evidence: 

” That lead me to look-up studies on the agony of human suicide, as these studies are not 

likely affected by either monetary grants or by religious beliefs pertaining to halal or kosher 

slaughter of animals. There are several studies on this issue, among them the study by Rhyne, 

et al. (1995) Dimensions of suicide: perceptions of lethality, time, and agony. In this study, a 

group of pathologists was asked to rate the time to death (in minutes) and the agony of dying. 

The agony of dying was rated by using scale that ranged from 0 (painless) to 100 

(excruciating). Results of this study are listed in the table below. 
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The agony of death by cutting the throat was rated by medical experts only second to that by 

burning. In secular slaughterhouses the animals are rendered unconscious by firing a bolt into 

the animal’s head, corresponding to the ‘gunshot to head’ method in the Table 1. The 

duration of dying (Figure 1, in minutes) and the agony of dying (Figure 2, on a 0-100 scale) 
3
 

We are aware that the table and study in the quote relate to humans however if you re read 

the quote immediately above this one by The Farm Animal Welfare Council (FAWC) the 

likelihood of extreme pain with a cut throat seems highly likely and correlates with this 

separate study. 

Claim: The ritual slaughter technique involves an efficient ‘ one stroke’ knife throat cut 

Opposing evidence: 

from the Viva Going for the Kill’ .Viva! Report on Religious Slaughter.by Juliet 

Gellatley BSc Zoology. PART TWO – The Reality of Religious Slaughter –  

“Viva! has interviewed experienced slaughtermen to discover whether the stated procedures 

above are adhered to and to find out the reality of religious slaughter. These men have many 

decades of experience in killing animals and observing different methods of slaughter. We 

have also referred to the eminent Farm Animal Welfare Council’s (government advisory 

body) report on religious slaughter (11); to published scientific studies and to video evidence. 

Examples of Witness Statements obtained by Viva! from Slaughtermen in the UK regarding 

Jewish and Muslim Slaughter” 

Mike 
“I have been working for well over forty years and that’s a lot of killing. I have seen Kosher 

and Halal carried out in many different places and I’ve assisted. It disgusts me… Jewish 

Shechita slaughter is just a sick joke. They claim they kill with one cut but with the bigger 

animals it never is. The Shochet slices backwards and forwards and it can take as many as 

20 cuts and the animal obviously feels real pain. It can take minutes to lose consciousness.” 

…Viva! Video of Jewish Slaughter 

Viva! has obtained video evidence, filmed officially, of two bullocks being killed by the 

Jewish slaughter method. Viva! has been told on several occasions that cattle are killed by 

one stroke across the neck and that the animal collapses almost immediately, however this is 

not the case.  

Case 1 
The bullock’s neck is extended and the head lifted upwards by a chin lift in an upright pen. 

The animal’s nostrils are flaring, eyes staring and he is salivating. The slaughterer cuts the 

bullock’s throat by slicing across it, backwards and forwards 13 times. The bullock jerks 

away from the knife as far as he can and his facial reaction shows pain and great aversion. 

The bullock does not collapse immediately (the filming ends before he does). 

Case 2 
Again, the bullock’s neck is extended and the head lifted upwards by a chin lift in an upright 

pen. After three strokes the blood pours out; the chin lift which supports the head is 

http://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&q=cache:Cp4gOp8e0jIJ:www.viva.org.uk/pdfs/GoingfortheKillReport.pdf+in+order+to+squeeze+all+the+blood+out+of+the+meat,+the+nervous+connection+between+the+brain+and+body+must+be+preserved%22.+Muslims+and+Jews+want+the+heart
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removed, but the animal does not collapse. He is clearly conscious as the blood gushes from 

his gaping wound. His eyes are seeing, his ears moving and he holds his head upright. The 

captive bolt is used on him after 30 seconds, but he still does not collapse. He is still 

managing to hold his head up without any support after 50 seconds when the filming is 

stopped. 

Did the video footage show legal slaughtering methods? 
The slaughter shown in Case 1 formed part of Viva!’s Sentenced to Death video, which 

exposed cruelty in both mainstream and religious slaughter. Viva! submitted this footage to 

the Meat Hygiene Service in August 2000. 

MHS Chief Executive Chris Lawson responded, “With regard to the video footage of a 

bovine being slaughtered using Shechita methods, we can confirm that the slaughter of this 

bovine was in compliance with the relevant legislation applicable to slaughter by a religious 

method. Such methods do not always render animals immediately unconscious. 

However, they do have to be carried out by licensed slaughterers.” (53) 

This confirms that the extreme suffering we have on film is legal and strengthens our 

case for a ban on Shechita slaughter methods.  

Chris Day MRCVS viewed our video footage of Shechita slaughter and comments: 

“The religious slaughter appears clearly to show an animal standing and fully conscious, 

pouring blood from the carotid artery area, having had its throat cut. This method of killing 

will inevitably cause pain and distress. I join Viva! in calling for stunning, prior to such 

procedures, to be made compulsory.” 
4
 [emphasis added] 

further opposing evidence here 

D.K. Blackmore (22) of the Dept. of Veterinary Pathology and Public Health, Massey 

University, New Zealand who has published many papers on slaughter states: 

“A BASIC requirement for humane slaughter is that an animal should be rendered insensible 

before exsanguination (bleeding) is initiated and this should last until the animal becomes 

permanently insensible from cerebral anoxia.” 

Blackmore studied the behaviour of sheep and cattle after being cut; he found that sheep lose 

consciousness more quickly than cattle. Lambs collapsed after an average of 2.6 seconds and 

stopped attempting to stand after 10 seconds (not being able to stand does not mean inability 

to feel); in contrast calves were standing up to 135 seconds after their throat was cut and were 

attempting to stand up to 385 seconds after that. Even though the calves had both carotid 

arteries and jugular veins severed three out of four were breathing up to 11.6 minutes 

later and so were shot. Lambs were gasping for up to 3.8 minutes after carotid arteries and 

jugular veins were cut. A bull was killed by the Jewish method and was still gasping 

sporadically for seven minutes after his carotid arteries, jugular veins, oesophagus and 

trachea were cut.
 5 

[emphasis added] 

further opposing evidence here 

Thornton’s Textbook of Meat Inspection says: 



7 
 

“A factor of considerable importance, and to which not sufficient attention has been paid in 

considering the problem of Jewish slaughter, is that after the carotid arteries of cattle are 

severed transversely, they tend, by virtue of their elasticity, to retract rapidly within 

their own external connective tissue coat, and as a result the sealing of the cut ends of 

the vessels may occur.As the blood pressure…is then maintained by the heart, the blood 

pressure in the vertebral arteries may likewise be maintained at a substantial level and 

unconsciousness therefore delayed”. 

This explains why “some cattle have regained their feet and walked a considerable 

distance before they succumbed some minutes later.” 

>The Textbook of Meat Inspection continues: “these occurrences have been attributed to the 

fact that all the neck vessels may not have been severed completely, but observations lead 

one to the conclusion that the cut is invariably made dextrously… There is therefore 

considerable doubt as to whether unconsciousness always follows rapidly in cattle after 

the severance of the neck vessels, for by the very nature of the neck cut made in Jewish 

slaughter it is impossible to ensure that self-sealing of the cut ends of the carotid arteries 

will not occur.”
4 

[emphasis added] 

Combine, one, potentially long times to unconsciousness as quoted above (therefore the 

prolonged period in which pain is felt) with two, a ‘quickly rush every task’ production line 

mentality that we can reasonably assume occurs at any commercial abattoir and you have 

fertile conditions for this shocking further excerpt from the Going for the Kill – Viva.org.uk 

article 

“In Jewish slaughter the Shochet examines the thoracic cavity of cattle and sheep for signs of 

abnormalities. The FAWC found that this examination can take place too quickly – the hand 

being plunged into the body while the animal was alive.. 8 

Alle Processing in New York one of the largest U.S. kosher-meat suppliers owned or was 

owned by Mottel Bergman and imports a large proportion of its meat from South America, 

notorious for using the shackle and hoist method. PETA activists after initially exposing the 

practice at one plant in 07/08 shot another video in 2010 illustrating the same horrific practice 

STILL being carried out at the slaughterhouse known as Frigorifico Las Piedras outside 

Uruguay’s capital, Montevideo. 

Israel is also another large importer from South American slaughter houses and despite some 

noise being made seemingly tokenly from Israel and the Orthodox Union in the US on 

stopping certification of animals killed via shackle and hoist nothing concrete has ensured as 

the PETA videos shot over several years indicate. 

Inverted Pens and Rotating Cages 

In this section we discuss what became a supposed more human alternative from the shackle 

and hoist method. Shockingly this method still relies on having the cow upside down prior to 

the live throat cut. 

The animal is lead into a cage which then rotates upside down all whilst still alive ensuring 

the animal ends up in effectively the same situation as the shackle and hoist just by different 

means. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lq2kMDE-LyI
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Some have commented that stress levels for inverted slaughter with devices known as the 

Weinberg pen (which are less stressful than shackling and hoisting) have yielded the highest 

average stress ratings ever published (almost 300% higher than cattle killed in upright pens). 

The above photos are snapshots from a video on Agriproccessors, a kosher slaughterhouse in 

Iowa that was owned by Aaron Rubashkin and managed by two of his sons, Sholom 

Rubashkin and Heshy Rubashkin. Eventually it became the largest kosher meat-packing plant 

in the United States. 

As described above (and shown as untrue) supposedly in kosher slaughter the animal is killed 

with a quick, deep stroke across the throat with a sharp knife. A PETA undercover 

investigation over several years from 2004 – 2008 revealed many disturbing practices, below 

a just a few including an observation about the inverted rotating cage above. 

2004 

PETA’s first investigation at Agriprocessors in 2004 revealed almost 300 instances of 

inhumane slaughter, in which cows’ sensitive faces were shocked with electric prods, fully 

conscious cattle had their tracheas and esophagi ripped from their throats with meat hooks or 

knives, and they writhed in pools of their own blood, trying desperately to stand up for up to 

three minutes as blood poured from their throats. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aaron_Rubashkin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sholom_Rubashkin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sholom_Rubashkin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
http://www.peta.org/features/Agriprocessors.aspx
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The following are excerpts from the investigator’s notes:  

The cow was loaded into a machine that resembles a large metal tube. His head stuck out of 

the front, then a metal bar clamped under his neck and forced his head upwards and back, 

cocked in an awkward and painful-looking position. The entire machine rotated, turning the 

cow upside-down. This process seemed to terrify him—his eyes were wide with fright—I 

imagine because he had never been in such a helpless position. The cow’s exposed neck was 

scrubbed with a hose and brush, then a rabbi came out of a small room and slit the cow’s 

throat. Another worker followed the rabbi and gouged a chunk of flesh out of the cow’s 

neck and then pulled his trachea or esophagus (I’m not sure which one) outside of his 

throat so that it hung down. Then the machine reverted the cow into an upright position. 

The trap door on the side opened up, and the cow was dumped onto the floor, where another 

worker attached a chain to the animal’s ankle so that he could be hoisted into the air and sent 

down the line.  

Many cows were still alive and conscious when they came out of the tube and were 

slammed onto the floor. Their heads often hit the concrete with a sickening crack. I watched 

as one cow landed on his feet and started scrambling around with a shocked look on his face. 

The workers simply jumped behind their barricade and waited for him to collapse. 
9 

[emphasis added] 

Please visit the article ‘PETA Reveals Extreme Cruelty at Kosher Slaughterhouses’ for the 

full story including 3 separate graphic videos shot on each undercover operation there. 

1. Mutilations at Agriprocessors Slaughterhours 

2. Second investigation still reveals cruelty at Agriprocessors 

3. Undercover at Rubashkins Again! 

Incredulously we found an article titled ‘Rubashkin: It’s all a lie’ dated June 3 2008 by Ben 

Harris on the website jewishjournal.com which quotes Rubashkin  

““We got 21 or 23 inspectors,” Rubashkin 

said in a thick Yiddish accent. “Every minute the plant is open, there is USDA inspector. We 

got maybe 30 rabbis. How can we do something which is wrong? If I want to, God forbid! We 

are ethical people. We don’t do no injustice to nobody, not to a cat.” 
10
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We further note this excerpt from the PETA article linked above 

‘ After a May 2008 federal raid of the plant over immigration violations, 76 percent of the 

968 Agriprocessors employees were found to be using false or fraudulent Social Security 

numbers that were allegedly supplied by plant management’ 
9
 

Inverted slaughter methods such as the pens above have been banned in England and some 

countries in Europe however allegedly the Israeli Chief Rabbinate requires that the animals 

be inverted in order for the cut to be in a downward motion in line with Jewish law. 

Upright Pens 

These pens followed a path from opposition to shackle and hoist, which then lead to the 

inverted pens and now in some places the upright pens are used. 

From the viva.org.uk, Part Two, The Reality of Religious Slaughter under the section titled ‘ 

‘ Examples of Witness Statements obtained by Viva! from Slaughtermen in the UK regarding 

Jewish and Muslim Slaughter ‘ we quote Mike who says 

 

“Now they say there’s nothing wrong with the upright crushes but there is. In fact the 

Shochet is cutting upwards, working against gravity and with a weaker set of arm muscles. It 

therefore makes the cut much weaker and often means more of them. 
4″

 

The above must be read in conjunction with the claim that Kosher slaughter involves a clean 

single cut of the neck as a big part of how its supposedly ‘ humane ‘. See earlier quotes at the 

start of the article. 

In our opinion the ‘ evolution ‘ of handling methods, whilst noted as a separate component of 

suffering mainly represent attempts to present the whole killing process as humane and the 

industry as being concerned and seeking improvements. Clearly slaughter itself without 

mandatory pre stunning is cruel and not in line with Western morals. 

Any improvements/prospects on reducing or eliminating religious slaughter 

Halal: 
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New Zealand appears to have made some headway with Halal meat (but not Kosher) being 

already pre stunned according to the article titled ‘ Humane Slaughter? killing animals fully 

conscious ‘ 
11

 on the website www.safe.org.nz. 

However this ‘pre stunning’ is only via electrical stunning and is sometimes known as ‘ 

reversible stunning’ where the animal can regain consciousness prior to the throat cut. This is 

to be compared to irreversible captive bolt pre stunning required by all other non halal non 

kosher slaughter. It is obviously a concession to religious interests with the loss being to the 

animal. 

The 2008 Adams/Sheridan report on animal welfare prepared by the Animal Welfare Branch 

of the Australian Government Department of Agriculture, states 

‘reversible stunning is not in itself sufficient to lead to death of the animal.   All stunning 

must be inextricably linked to the performance of slaughter using a reliable and fast means of 

exsanguination.’ 
12

( p XIV) 

Lets speak directly to the plain truth here, unless the animal has been properly bled in the 

small time before the stunning wears off, it wakes up into the middle of its own murder with 

its throat cut and a crescendo of pain. In a commercial environment of animal after animal, 

with staff that get tired, bored, distracted over a long day it is reasonable to assume that 

mistakes and incompetency can and does happen. 

Now finding direct data from the abattoirs is difficult only due to the obvious self interest 

religious slaughter houses have in keeping such statistics hidden, denied, covered up or not 

recorded at all. It is in such an environment that we applaud undercover investigations such 

as PETA or the frank if anonymous reports current and ex slaughtermen provide such as can 

be found quoted here from the viva.org.uk articles. 

One other such place to search is of course the internet and below we quote a revealing 

discussion from the Muslim internet chartroom which we have saved even if they tactically 

delete it 

‘sunniforum.com – a resource for the propagation of authentic Islamic teachings’ . Here – 

‘Abdullahnana’(15/2/2010)   -we read in the report by the Muslim scholars who toured 

Australian slaughter houses  at the end of 2009  that – 

 ‘Slaughterers are authorized to remove animals from the line which did not bleed properly, 

were not stunned properly, or were not cut properly. They will mark them with a special 

tag and inform the plant manager to process the animal separately. There are strict measures 

in place to keep these animals completely separate from the regular halal animals. These 

carcasses are not labeled as halal and not exported to halal markets 

The main concern is whether the animal remains alive after this method of stunning.The 

two scholars have conducted research on electric stunning for sheep……. They even 

requested that a sheep be stunned with the electric stunner and removed from the line in 

order to give it time to regain consciousness. The animal DID regain consciousness within 

a few seconds. 



12 
 

A pneumatic stunner or mushroom stunner is used for beef. This is also a non-lethal type of 

stunning in which the device does not penetrate the brain of the animal. The beef plants have 

measures in place to reject those animals whose skulls are damaged or cracked from the 

stunner. This type of stunning also will not cause the death of the animal and will not affect 

the halal status of the meat. 
13 

[emphasis added] 

Snippets of conversation like this by two Muslims interested in whether the killing process in 

Australia meets Halal requirements (NOT animal welfare) in this authors opinion contribute 

to a far more revealing insight into what goes on then any whitewashed official news release 

by a Halal slaughterhouse or spokesperson. For instance the statement about the ‘main 

concern is whether the animal remains alive after this method of stunning’ is diametrically 

opposed to our aims. 

Kosher: 

The move to pre stunning appears even less prevalent in the Kosher world of animal 

slaughter with staunch opposition argued by some theologically to the more humane 

mandatory pre stun technique as illustrated in the quote below 

‘Jewish law requires that all animals for slaughter must be healthy and without injury 

prior to slaughter, otherwise the meat is trefar, unfit for human consumption. Levinger 

states that Jews cannot accept stunning because the definition of healthy is that the 

animal moves. If the animal is stunned it may not move.Secondly, there should not be any 

pathological-anatomical changes. The bolt causes brain damage; electric shock causes 

damage… 
14 

[emphasis added] 

The Viva article that provided the above quote also contains the following 

‘National Council of Shechita Boards makes the following astonishing justification of 

religious slaughter in a letter to Viva!: 

In reference to cows being killed “the animal, being an herbivore, does not react to blood and 

remains oblivious throughout to what is happening around it and to it, both prior to and 

during Shechita.” (14) They are suggesting that because an animal does not eat meat, it is not 

familiar with blood and so doesn’t react when its throat is sliced open; or presumably when it 

is cut elsewhere. ‘
14

 

Another non Viva UK source further confirming the above is found in the small piece titled ‘ 

What’s wrong with stunning? ’ by Chabad.org states 

“Stunning” refers to the methods of attempting to render an animal or bird unconscious prior 

to slaughter. The main methods used in the general slaughtering industry for cattle and sheep 

are: 

• captive bolt gun: a steel bolt is shot into the skull at the front of the animal’s brain. 

• electric shock: electrodes are clamped to the animal’s head/heart and the animal is 

electrocuted. 
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These methods are contrary to Jewish law, because an animal intended for food must be 

healthy and uninjured at the time of shechita. The above stunning methods injure the animal, 

making it treifa (non-kosher and thus prohibited). If the stunning kills the animal it makes it 

neveila (an animal which has not been shechted) and is forbidden as food for Jews.”
 15

 

To conclude this section ‘ Any improvements/prospects on reducing or eliminating 

religious slaughter’ we have observed during our research for this article that 

1: Jewish-Kosher slaughter seems to get an easier ride than Muslim-Halal slaughter in the 

press despite both involving horrific slaughter of live animals and in some reporting the 

Jewish-Kosher practice seems conveniently ignored whilst Halal is discussed. 

2: Kosher slaughter looks to possess the least chances for improvement based on its very 

rigid and inflexible theological underpinnings. 

To the second point we reference two pieces 

Stunning Use under Halal, Kosher Practices Revealed  

UK – No poultry are now slaughtered for halal production without stunning while no kosher 

poultry are stunned before killing, according to a senior Defra official. However, the Halal 

Monitoring Committee (HMC) says all poultry at its certified plants are killed without prior 

stunning.  

The Muslim News of the UK reports that Lord Moonie asked the Government “What 

estimate they have made of the number of domesticated animals and birds slaughtered in 

2010 without being stunned first.” 

Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department for Environment, Food and Rural 

Affairs, Lord Henley, responded that the most recent data on the slaughter of animals without 

prior stunning was published in March 2004 by the Meat Hygiene Service in its Animal 

Welfare Review. The data was collected through a survey of meat plants between 1 and 7 

September 2003. 

The number of animals killed over that period without prior stunning for the production of 

Kosher and Halal meat: cattle, 365; calves 8; young lambs, 6,845; other sheep, 11,454; goats, 

62; broilers, 167,745; hens, 15,900; turkeys, 749 and ducks, 610. 

More recent data collected by the EU Dialrel project shows that, of the UK abattoirs 

surveyed, 100 per cent of the animals and birds slaughtered for the production of 

Kosher meat were slaughtered without prior stunning. For Halal meat, 25 per cent of 

cattle and seven per cent of sheep were slaughtered without prior stunning. The Dialrel data 

also indicates that no poultry were slaughtered for Halal production without stunning. 

(Source: Hansard, House of Lords, Written Answers, January 18) 

However, one of the many organisations which certify halal meat products, the Halal 

Monitoring Committee (HMC), told The Muslim News that “Poultry certified by HMC is 

done without stunning. HMC does not actually certify any abattoir as such, HMC certifies the 

poultry product that has been witnessed and labelled by the HMC inspectors on site at the 

time of slaughter.”
 16

 

http://www.muslimnews.co.uk/
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This article illustrates that despite conflicting data regarding Halal slaughter there is at least 

more evidence of pre-stunning (even if only the non permanent and still unacceptable pre-

stun..) being attempted whilst on the Kosher count (in the UK) moves to pre stunning are rare 

to non existent instead ‘compromise’ has involved in some instances a ‘post stun’ after the 

live throat cut which is laughable. 

The following quote proudly written by a Kosher slaughter supporter on the Israellycool blog 

is gold as far as evidence towards proving point 2 about re Kosher’s rigidity and therefore 

lack of will to compromise in achieving a humane end. Note text sections preceded by ‘Ed.’ 

have been added by us. 

Halal: It’s Just Not Kosher 

Over the coming months we will see attempts to ban halal slaughter in Europe. But they 

won’t be worded in such a way to target only halal, they’ll probably go after something 

nebulous like “ritual slaughter” or “religious slaughter without stunning”. If that 

happens (as is ongoing in New Zealand) it will more likely than not deprive European Jews 

of kosher meat and make very little difference to the lives of farm animals. 

This essay will be general but will draw specific examples from the UK. 

As much as Muslims like to talk about halal, it is not a religious requirement in the same way 

as kosher has been to Jews for thousands of years. There is conclusive historical and 

archeological evidence across Israel and anywhere else Jews lived, that the rules of 

“Shechita” have been followed in an unaltered form for millennia. The mere fact that 

kosher food is perfectly acceptable to Muslims while halal is not acceptable to Jews shows 

the Muslim requirement has a certain inherent flexibilityborn of political expediency. The 

Jewish laws do not yield for convenience or to achieve other goals. Halal has also been 

flexible enough to include “light stunning” which has been enough to sidestep a ban in New 

Zealand. A very large proportion of the lamb consumed in the middle east is actually New 

Zealand lamb and in the UK this halal lamb is nearly always sold unmarked in big 

supermarkets. 
17 

[emphasis added] 

So the author is admitting he/she is not concerned about ‘nebulous’ things like animal rights 

which the generic title ‘ritual slaughter ‘ fairly covers instead it’s just about denying Muslims 

their practice whilst maintaining the Jewish one! Hypocrisy. The comment about ‘ little 

difference being made to the lives of farm animals’ flies in the face of evidence of extreme 

pain during live throatcutting. 

The comment about ‘the rules of “Shechita” have been followed in unalterated form for 

millennia’ proves our point 2 on Koshers rigidity and least likelihood to change compared to 

Halal. The comment ‘shows the Muslim requirement has a certain inherent flexibility born of 

political expediency’ attacks the notion of being flexible on ritual slaughter and at the same 

time just proves again our point 2. 

As for Halal being more flexible due to ‘political expediency’ , response one is that anything 

that results in less animal suffering is a win for the animals regardless. Response two, is that 

this could imply the Jewish side is for some reason less susceptible or more resistant 

(stubborn?) than Muslims to community pressure against ritual slaughter in Western 

countries. Indicating this group possesses more relative societal ‘ power ‘ to weather the 

http://www.israellycool.com/2011/05/06/halal-its-just-not-kosher/
http://atlasshrugs2000.typepad.com/atlas_shrugs/2010/11/new-zealand-banned-kosher-meat-caving-to-islamic-antisemitism.html
http://atlasshrugs2000.typepad.com/atlas_shrugs/2010/11/new-zealand-banned-kosher-meat-caving-to-islamic-antisemitism.html
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storm of adverse public opinion and/or find ways to deflect or lessen any negativity. If this is 

the case then ritual slaughter opponents of all stripes should bear this in mind when 

attempting to reign in Kosher slaughter as part of a broad approach that seeks to stop ritual 

slaughter of ANY kind by ANYONE. 

Finally the comment ‘The Jewish laws do not yield for convenience or to achieve other 

goals’just about sums up our argument then on point 2, at least in the case of this individual 

Kosher Jewish slaughter supporter. 

Labelling  

It is shocking to think that there is no clear labeling system for ritually slaughtered meat in 

Australia and/or in many other Western nations. 

An example of an appropriate clear and transparent label would be 

“Animal subject to live slaughter in accordance with Kosher/ Halal religious requirements.” 

Followed on a second line with the Kosher and Halal symbols. 

We demand clear explicit labeling of religious slaughtered meat for 2 primary reasons 

1 Cultural: 

Kosher and Halal slaughter with its 

inhumane methods are not part of Australian culture or values or indeed Western culture and 

hence our people and children should not be forced to be eating meat with such origins. 

Current Australian slaughter guidelines reflect our values regarding pre stunning and we note 

it is mandatory across the land…other than the religious minority exceptions discussed here. 

2 Health 

In our opinion massive amounts of stress hormones would be released in animals that are 

either not stunned at all or only stunned via the reversible method as they recover 

consciousness.  Animals would begin releasing these stress hormones as they smell the blood, 

hear the cries of other animals and are forced into positions (think hoist shackle, inverted 

pens, upright pens with neck compresses) needed for slaughter men to cut the throat of a 

conscious animal! 
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Such stress hormones, released in large amounts under these circumstances would seep into 

the muscle (meat) as the animal slowly bleeds to death. We fail to see how such hormones 

would not be detrimental to human health. 

Lack of Transparency: 

Australians purchase meat believing it is pre stunned, we believe a clear majority would be 

shocked to learn that in fact Halal and Kosher meat finds its way into mainstream meat sales 

by stealth. 

Consider the following quote 

“British Veterinary Association : Our position is clear – all animals should be stunned before 

slaughter and if that’s not possible the meat should be labelled as not stunned…By ensuring 

that all meat from animals that are not stunned only enters the specific communities that it is 

targeted at, we can make a significant difference.” 2.1 million UK animals are killed 

annually using Shechita slaughter methods, of which none are pre-stunned, and an 

estimated 70% of those cattle slaughtered enter the non-Jewish market.… Last month, 

the EU Environment, Public Health and Food Safety committee voted in favour of new 

labelling regulations requiring meat to be labelled as stunned or non-stunned. The new 

measures will be put forward for full approval by the parliament in July.”
18

 [emphasis added] 

And here 

‘Another area of concern that has been raised with the RMAA and the Department of 

Agriculture is a whole animal is kosher slaughtered (no pre-stun) but as we know only 

the forequarters are used for Jewish consumption. Currently the kosher slaughtered 

hindquarters are processed for the everyday meat market, we believe that that meat should be 

marked kosher slaughtered. Consumers believe that all meat that they buy – other than 

kosher, – is in fact pre-stunned, the above proves that to be wrong – this is mislabelling 

of products and should be addressed, consumers should have the right to make informed 

decisions.
 19

 [emphasis added] 

Here 

‘British public has no idea that they are eating halal meat, a senior member of the 

Church of England’s governing body said yesterday. 

 

In comments likely to spark controversy, Alison Ruoff said, ‘this is just another back door 

way to the Islamification of our country.” [emphasis added] 

Livestock destined for halal meat is dispatched in a process that involves the animal being 

prayed over by a Muslim butcher as its throat is cut. Some religious abattoirs do not stun the 

animal, as Sharia law stipulate that the animal must hear the prayer. It’s estimated that it can 

take around 30 seconds to die… 
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The interview on Premier Christian Radio’s Woman to Woman show yesterday tackled the 

issue of unlabelled halal meat being sold to unsuspecting customers in supermarkets; an 

issue that affect people of all faiths, and not just Christians. [emphasis added] 

Ruoff revealed that most stores stock halal lamb only, with Morrisons being the only store to 

label their products. 

She believes that most meat imported from New Zealand is halal, enabling them to sell on to 

Muslim markets. She alleged that economically it’s cheaper to butcher the animals in the 

same way, rather than halal and non-halal. 

Joy Barrow, Interfaith Relations Officer said: ”No person should be made to eat halal meat. 

Clearly it’s an issue of labelling.” 
20

 

Commerce over Culture: Values be damned 

The underlined text in the previous quote raises another issue, namely big business, food 

production and the lack of concern large enterprises commonly have for the values, customs 

and culture of the host populations they rely on. 

We would agree with the sentiment that vast modern slaughterhouses simply make the 

decision that it is cheaper and more efficient (lovely adjective to excuse anything) to setup 

one production line then multiple ones. As it is currently not illegal to palm off’ ‘killed alive’ 

slaughtered meat on non muslims and non jews their business decisions are currently not 

liable to prosecution. 

In fact such practices clearly fit with our position that international capitalism operates in the 

world from an economic reductionist position. Namely that diversity and difference between 

cultures, religions, ethnicities et al merely get in the way of ‘efficiency’ and add production 

costs. Costs that would be removed if the world did away with our diversity and humanity 

become a once race, one culture, one religion atomized consumer with the only diversity 

being the choices in a catalogue or menu. 

Another economic related excuse related to labeling comes from the below quote 

What would strict labelling mean? 

One of the ways that people are calling for some introduction of control on the spread of halal 

meat is by calling for strict labelling of meat that is not stunned before slaughter. There is a 

particular issue with halal today because there is a large amount of halal meat in the normal 

food chain that is not labeled as such. This is not such an issue with kosher meat except in 

one respect. Fully kosher meat is always much more expensive than non kosher and this 

reflects the small nature of its market and the care with which it has to be produced. Halal is 

generally cheaper than non halal. Some parts of kosher slaughtered animals do end up in 

the non-kosher meat supply, however, because this does help keep kosher meat 

affordable. 

So strict labelling would be a problem for Jews if it meant that producers of meat pies 

and sausages were reluctant to accept some meat because it would force them to label 

their end product as containing some parts from non stunned animals. 
21
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Animal welfare and pre stunning is what is at issue here, economic arguments from 

proponents whether ‘ Halal is cheaper so why not change your mind” or ‘ Strict labels will 

cause Kosher meat to be more expensive ’ bear no weight. In fact both are insults. The former 

implies we are happy to trade off our values and morals based on money and the second that 

we should trade off BOTH values and money for a minority to be satisfied against the wishes 

of the host population amongst whom they have been allowed to settle. 

Prior to a complete ban being achieved transparency through labeling will provide 

Australians with the ability to take a ‘conscious vote’ as to the kill method employed when 

they choose their meat from the supermarket shelve. 

Conclusion 

Nationalist Alternative advocates on grounds of compassion and in line with Australian 

values the total ban on any form of inverted killing methods whether shackles, pens or 

otherwise for all slaughter in Australia. We also reject the token reversible pre stunning 

method. 

We call to STOP ALL SLAUGHTER of ANIMALS that are NOT FULLY, 

PERMANENTLY  STUNNED and UNCONSCIOUS PRIOR to throat slitting. 

There is no use being tricked into the often decades long slow reform path of ‘ compromise ‘ 

with the supporters of religious slaughter. 

Politically correct politicians need to gain some backbone and ensure there are no exemptions 

for anyone and simply weather the minority lobby groups attempts to cry foul inevitability 

with the old chestnuts of ‘anti semitism or islamaphobia’ and ‘ how can we possibly live 

without these exemptions’ et al. In 2012 general citizens are slowly waking up to the fact that 

these labels are merely attempts to shut down discussion and close down opponents without 

debating them. 
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Matthew Benger 

 

 

 

Hon. Members of Parliament, 

Senate Inquiry into Halal 

I have many concerns about Halal certification in Australia.  From a personal point of view I am a 
devoted Christian.  Whilst I am accepting of other religions and I accept Australians’ freedom of 
religion I am uncomfortable with having other religions imposing their beliefs on my food and 
household consumables. Acts 15:20 “To abstain for foods polluted by idols” thus if “Blismillah” is 
said over my food I will not eat it.  Halal is also prejudices Sikhs and means they are unable to 
consume products.   

I believe Halal certification is against Section 116 of the Australian constitution as it imposes religious 
observance. Halal and the blessing of Allah over all our food has imposed the Muslim faith upon 
every single Australian consumer.  I also believe it is against Article 2 of the UN Human Rights as this 
imposition of Halal means that I will consume Allah blessed food.  Blessings and prays for food and 
meals should be said at the home, not at the factory and make food permissible for all rather than 
taking away that freedom of religion (APH, 2015)  

I am also concerned about the lack of accurate labelling when it comes to Halal.  Some companies 
choose not to display a Halal logo at all whilst other hide it on the back of the packaging even behind 
folds in the packaging.  If companies are paying money for Halal certification why hide it?  And if 
people like myself want to avoid Halal foods it is very hard.  

Halal slaughter is animal cruelty as many studies have shown that reversible stunning affects wear 
off prior or during the slitting of the animals throat.  In some instance the animal has taken over ten 
minutes to die.  It is my understanding that the RSPCA is happy to allow Halal slaughter as they 
receive many significant donations from Halal Certifiers.  I believe this is a conflict of interest and 
highly unethical on their behalf.  I would like this investigated.  

Finally I am concerned of the depth and breadth of the products that are Halal Certified.  I can 
understand meat being Halal certified and would be happy with a Halal / Non-Halal choice at the 
supermarket.  However, I cannot understand why products such as tampons require Halal 
Certification.  “The following products are already halal; milk, honey, fish, frozen vegetables, 
legumes, nuts, dried fruits and grains such as wheat, rice, rye, barley and oats” (Pickeringpost 2015). 
So why do certifiers insist Halal Certification is required?  

To conclude Australia pays more in Halal Certification than many Muslim countries and has seen a 
rapid exploitation of consumers over the past decade.  Halal Certification is nothing more than a 
religious tax aimed at exploiting Australians.  I would feel a lot more comfortable with an Australian 
Government label on the front of packaging saying in Halal “ food is permissible to eat” without 
“Blismillah” said over the food.  Meat should be the only exception and there should be consumer 
choices available.  

 

 



Reference List:   

APH, 2015, viewed 29/07/2015 
http://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Senate/Powers_practice_n_procedures/~/link.aspx?_id=
6ED2CAE61E7742A1B2C42F95D4C05252&_z=z  

Pickering Post, 2015, viewed 28/07/2015 http://pickeringpost.com/story/the-truth-about-halal-
certification/4559  

 

 

http://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Senate/Powers_practice_n_procedures/%7E/link.aspx?_id=6ED2CAE61E7742A1B2C42F95D4C05252&_z=z
http://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Senate/Powers_practice_n_procedures/%7E/link.aspx?_id=6ED2CAE61E7742A1B2C42F95D4C05252&_z=z
http://pickeringpost.com/story/the-truth-about-halal-certification/4559
http://pickeringpost.com/story/the-truth-about-halal-certification/4559


ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 1284

Submission Details: Mr Peter Henery





SUBMISSION TO SENATE ENQUIRY   
THIRD PARTY FOOD CERTIFICATION   
31 July 2015  
 
With regards to this topic I wish to refer to the Halal Certification (HC) which pertains to 
the Islamic “religion”.  
 
This whole Halal Certification (HC) ‘procedure’  is unnecessary.  
 The Islamic religion does not require it. Islam provides that if a follower is in any doubt 
whether the food is halal, all that he needs to do is say a short prayer ‘over the food’ and 
the food is then halal.  It is that simple.  
 
We can therefore  conclude that the ‘system’ of  Halal food certification exists for some 
other purpose, and that is clearly to extract money from food producers. And the 
Certifiers are quite clear ( Google  their web-sites) that this money is used to “further the 
Islamic cause”.  This means ALL consumers who buy  Halal Certified products are 
unwittingly “furthering the Islamic cause.”  
 
Further proof that the HC scheme is not religious , but  for financial gain is the many, 
many products that have Halal certification,  but do not require it.  Examine the booklet 
published by “Halal Choices” for details.  
 
Why on Earth  is the Australian Government involved in this  ?   
Currently there are entities in Australia who are “approved” to be ‘Halal Certifiers’ and 
this approval is by the Australian Government. But Halal is religious  ONLY .  It has 
nothing to do with food hygiene or health standards . Essentially it’s a painful and 
horrendous method of killing animals to ensure all ( most ?) of the blood is removed. So 
if Halal is purely religious why is the government involved in approving the certifiers?  
Australia is meant to have separation of church and state.  If any other  religion  decided 
it needed food made or killed in a certain way, would the Government get involved. I 
think NOT.  So why does the Australian Goverenment get involved in Islamic food 
killing “certification”.   There is no doubt in my mind that the Halal Certifiers would use 
this Government approval  in their  sales and marketing  to convince food suppliers to 
“pay up” for the certification.   
 
Why do some  companies that do PAY the certifiers omit the HC marks or hide 
them ?  e.g. Cadbury  
I think this is further proof that this is a financial scheme. Perhaps extortion is too strong 
but there are rumours  to that effect.  HC has nothing to do with bona-fide religious 
beliefs.  
At the very least we should have honesty in labeling in  this matter.  Personally I want to 
know when I’m supporting any religion.  Particularly a religion that is so closely 
connected to the terrorism plague that exists world-wide.    
 
 End of submission.   
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From: Leah Williams  
Sent: Friday, 31 July 2015 1:35 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal certification enquiry submission
 
I am concerned about the lack of accountability within the Halal Certification schemes in Australia and would
 like to submit them for consideration.
 
I have researched the extent of halal certification schemes in Australia and discovered that consumers are
 unaware of the products which are halal certified as they are not labelled. 
 
These halal certification companies have had an adverse impact on some business and this is going
 unchecked. Some businesses who refuse to pay for certification are boycotted and denied fair trade
 opportunities if they continue to refuse paying these, often exorbitant fees. I would like the halal certification
 schemes to be regulated so the government can protect businesses who are forced to pay. If there is
 confidentiality around the costs of these certifications, who knows how much money is passing without being
 taxed?
 
I would like the government to investigate how much of the costs are being passed on to the consumer. I
 understand that muslims in Australia represent 2.5% of the population. Does this mean that 97.5% are
 subsidising the formers preferences? 
 
I understand that in Islam, all things are halal or permissible. It seems that the Imams and whoever else is in
 charge of these halal certification schemes have found a way to tax the "non-believers” by stealth? I am not
 against anyone wanting to follow their religion but I am against being forced (unknowingly) to help pay for
 their preferences.
 
It appears that halal certification is not limited to food, but also personal hygiene items and animal feed? This
 is concerning as the muslims believe dogs are ‘haram’ yet they require dog food to be certified??? At face-
value, this appears to be a rort that has gone unchecked.
 
I have also heard that muslims enjoy halal finance too??? Apparently the muslims do not believe in paying
 interest on the funds they borrow??? What a wonderful preference if it was extended to all. The
 discrimination, injustice and inequality of halal finance is beyond belief. I would like the government to
 investigate, because if non-muslims are able to borrow money without paying interest, I would like to be a
 muslim.
 
Thank you for taking the time to read my concerns and I look forward to a transparent expose on the halal
 certification industry.
 
Kind regards
Leah Williams
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From:  
Sent: Friday, 31 July 2015 1:37 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third Party Certification of Food
 
Thank you for inviting participation in this enquiry.
 
a) extend of food certification: I object most strongly to supporting an alien religion by
 stealth. It is virtually impossible to buy dairy food etc. that has not been halal certified. In a
 secular country there is no need to have food-funded religion. It should be a user-pays
 system.
 
b) Labelling requirements: Consumers should know where food is grown, where it is
 packed and a full ingredient list. All certification should be on the label. It is important to
 know also if animals are subjected to the cruel and barbaric 'religious' halal slaughter. I do
 not wish to purchase meat that has been subject to cruelty. The RSPCA and vet
 associations have said that all animals should be stunned prior to slaughter as halal
 slaughter is cruel.
 
c) Need for labelling for certification: Unfortunately there are many companies who pay
 a halal certification fee and do not label their products or even mention it on their website
 e.g. Jalna. If you pay for a certification and don't put the label on it means you are acting
 dishonestly in not allowing the consumers to make an informed decision.
 
d) Enough information: All products should have their country of origin (i.e. where the
 product was grown, where it was packed etc.) It should have a complete list of
 ingredients. It should have the logo of any organisation that has been paid to certify it.
 Meat should also have the details of the abbatoir on it (this could be a number rather than
 the whole address etc.) so we can be sure we are buying meat that has not been halal
 slaughtered.
 
e) Details about fees: This is important. We need to know just how much halal certifiers
 charge and what happens to all the money they get from it. Fees should not need to be
 paid to a multitude of companies to tell Muslims what they can and can't eat - that is what
 labels are for. There have been accusations raised overseas in regards to halal certification
 fees being used to support terrorist activities and building of more mosques.
 
f) Export: There are a number of international companies such as Lindt who do not have
 certification yet able to export. In the matter of animals there are a number of ongoing
 cases of animal cruelty in Islamic countries. Any religion that expects animals to be killed



 inhumanely is questionable. No religion should come before animal welfare.
Again, any export should be a user-pays system so the importer pays the fees. 
 
g) Extent of available information: As mentioned already, a lot of manufacturers do not put
 the halal certification on their products.  There are questions being asked overseas as to
 what happens to the billions of dollars raised by this rort and we need to do the same
 here. Consumers should know exactly how much money it costs them to buy certified
 products and how much is raised and where the money goes.
 
 
Conclusion: It is getting harder to purchase food that does not force me to support a
 religion that I do not agree with. It is time to take action and stop this. Why do
 supermarkets Coles and Woolworths pay certification on their generic brands? Why are
 companies asked to have water, fish, feminine hygiene products, transport, toothpaste
 etc. certified??
 
Halal certification in its present state should be banned immediately. Why should the
 majority non-Muslim Australians have to pay to support a religion that is totally against
 western values? Muslims are able to eat regular food and should not force ordinary
 Australians to pay so they can be told what to eat.
 
There are many religious groups who cannot eat food that is halal certified. Christians, for
 example, should not eat food blessed in the name of a false god.
 
Halal slaughter is cruel and should be banned. Denmark has banned it and so should
 Australia. 
 
Halal certification is a relatively new phenomenon and is completely unnecessary as they
 managed to eat well enough before its invention. However, I am not against a free
 certification scheme whereby the fees are paid by the Muslim community on behalf of the
 manufacturer directly to the certification company. 
 
Thank you for reading my submission.
 

 (please do not publish my name or my contact details)
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Free Range Egg and Poultry Australia Ltd (FREPA) a not for profit membership 

based organisation that was established in 1993, is committed to ensuring credible 

quality accreditation of free range egg and poultry products in Australia and New 

Zealand.  FREPA sets high standards of animal welfare, traceability and production 

and is committed to certifying egg and poultry meat products that reflect those 

standards.  Our Standards are available at www.frepa.com.au/standards.    

For further information please contact 1300 367 306. 

  

http://www.frepa.com.au/standards


  

Since the 1990’s there has been an increased concern in many developed countries 

about food safety. In response, many countries introduced comprehensive legal 

frameworks from ‘paddock to the plate’ to secure food safety, animal health and 

welfare. Throughout the supply chain farmers, food processors and large retailers 

responded to the new obligations for due diligence and also identified the opportunity 

for commercial advantage by differentiating their products by providing evidence to 

government and consumers of their commitment to food safety, animal health and 

welfare via a plethora of certified assurance schemes. 

 

While it can be argued that some of the food safety, animal health and welfare 

certified assurance schemes only reflect the minimum legal standards of food safety, 

animal health and welfare there is a number of other certified assurance schemes 

developed by industry sector participants that actually focus on improved provisions 

over and above the legal minimum standards.  

 

While it is not certain that consumer behaviour is responsible for driving food safety, 

animal health and welfare certified assurance beyond minimum legal standards it 

has been argued that private certified assurance schemes may react more quickly 

than government regulations and as a consequence improved outcomes with 

regards to food safety, animal health and welfare have been secured throughout the 

entire supply chain. 

 

Free Range Egg and Poultry Australia Ltd (FREPA), a not for profit membership 

based organisation that was established in 1993, is committed to ensuring credible 

quality accreditation of free range egg and poultry products in Australia and New 

Zealand.  FREPA sets high standards of animal welfare, traceability and production 

and is committed to certifying egg and poultry meat products that reflect those 

standards.  Our Standards are available at www.frepa.com.au/standards.   The same 

website also shows the costs of membership and auditing. 

 

It is necessary for our members to meet the requirements of the Rangecare Code of 

Practice to become accredited by FREPA.  The intent of RangeCare is to 

demonstrate to the public and government that FREPA’s methods of poultry 

husbandry represent best practice poultry care and biosecurity, safe food quality and 

http://www.frepa.com.au/standards


  

sustainable extensive farming practices.  This Code is inclusive of the current 

editions of the Legislation, Regulations and Codes of Practice in existence relating to 

animal welfare, food safety, packaging, health and biosecurity. 

 

FREPA plays an integral role in providing consumers with transparency in relation to 

free range egg and poultry meat production.  FREPA has driven improved food 

safety, animal health and welfare and has been at the forefront of establishing 

standards, a third party auditing and certification process for free range egg and 

poultry meat farmers and poultry meat processing plants, engaged with and recruited 

widespread industry participation in its activities and been a leader in championing 

the benefits of certified assurance to consumers and all sectors of the supply chain. 

 

The FREPA annual third party auditing and certification process is undertaken in 

conjunction with the farmer by an independent auditor accredited by Exemplar 

Global (formerly RABQSA) – an international auditor certification and training body 

ensuring compliance with all facets of the relevant codes and the FREPA benchmark 

that is designed to secure even greater industry standards for the production of free 

range egg and poultry meat over and above the requirements of the relevant codes. 

 

FREPA accepts food safety auditing done by government agencies to minimise 

repetition.  This enables more of the auditor’s time to be spent on auditing against 

both FREPA’s Standards which are not covered by government but are a legal 

requirement and FREPA’s Standards which extend above government’s minimum 

requirements. 

 

RangeCare is a certified trademark whose process has been approved by ACCC to 

the extent covered by the Trademark Act.  This gives extra assurance to both 

customers and consumers that the process FREPA follows is compliant with the 

Competition and Consumer Act to the extent that the ACCC is satisfied that its rules 

are not to the detriment of the public and are satisfactory in regard to various 

sections of the Act. 

 

This certified assurance is  transparent and conveyed to the industry sector, retailers 

and consumers  via the FREPA copy-right logo appearing on FREPA certified and 



  

accredited egg and poultry products with details of the certified assurance process 

being freely available on the FREPA web site or by person to person contact via the 

publicised FREPA toll free telephone contact.   This allows Australian and New 

Zealand consumers with an opportunity to make informed decisions with regards to 

purchasing free range eggs and poultry product certified by FREPA.  Free range 

products which display the FREPA logo in supermarkets, butchers, small shops and 

restaurants include Lilydale free range chicken, Macro free range chicken, Inghams 

free range turkey, Bannockburn free range chicken, Red Lea farm fresh chicken, 

Hazeldene’s  and Marion Bay free range chicken.  

 

A number of other websites have picked up the FREPA information which increases 

the reach of information about products with the FREPA logo. 

 

With the growing global economy and the increased opportunities for Australian and 

New Zealand egg and poultry industry to export their produce the FREPA 

certification process will go a long way to contributing to export market access and 

returns to producers because the existence of the FREPA certification process will 

instil consumer confidence locally and internationally. 
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From: Denise Nissen  
Sent: Friday, 31 July 2015 1:43 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: The Senate Inquiry into Third Party Certification of Food
 
Dear Sir / Madam
 
My Submission in regards to all food & services certification schemes in Australia.
 
1. Apply User Pay Principle
 
There should be NO private certification of food and services in Australia. For the
 manufactures and produces who export to Muslim countries there should be one Federal
 Government body that does the certification. Those companies that do not export and wish
 to have the certification should also go through a Federal Government Body.
If Religious groups insist on special rituals and certification for food and services those
 religious community and organisations should fund it themselves. 
Under Australian Law food is exempt from GST yet we are paying a hidden Religious
 Tax, if this does not change it is discrimination against all other Religions and Non
 Religious Groups.
Religion is always a contentious issue and should never be imposed onto others.
 
2. We must insist on Clear Labelling
 
All products and services for eg. Halal / Kosher certification should be clearly and
 accurately labelled by one standard symbol per religion or organisation only.
This way consumers can recognise when products and services are certificated and who by
 before we purchase products.
 
3. Religious Certification Products sold in supermarkets.
 
Religious certificated products should be sold in a separate area at supermarkets to make it
 easier  for the majority of the population who do not want to buy certificated products
 when shopping.
 
We are at crossroads in our country now. By allowing a religious certification group like
 Halal with growth of about 20% per year to continue with very few Checks and Balances
 and public transparency is giving 
this organisation a licence to print money, with multi - tiered systems of fees and very little
 accountability to where the money is going. 
 
THIS GOES AGAINST THE VERY IMPORTANT SEPARATION OF CHURCH
 AND STATE IN THIS COUNTRY 
 
As an Australian Citizen I want the freedom to choose who I want to support and not
 support when I purchase goods.
We are entitled to freedom of choice whether to purchase products that are certificated,



 blessed or ritually slaughtered meat as a requirements of a religion, that I do not follow or
 support.
Being denied that freedom of choose  as an Australian citizen needs to change.
 
If these practices are allowed to continue without sweeping changes Australia will no
 longer be the LUCKY country it will be the STUPID country.
This matter needs urgent attention.
 
Thank you for the opportunity to voice my opinion and I look forward to the outcome of
 the discussion 
 
Yours Sincerely 
Denise Nissen
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From: James Weeks  
Sent: Friday, 31 July 2015 1:46 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third Party Certification of Food.
 
To The Senate Committee on food Certification.
 
Dear Sir's
 
The additions of unproductive conditions on food
 certification are and imposition, the need to know source,
 age, quality, levels of salt and other additives are necessary
 and vital to the public.
Unnecessary is the information to whether the foods are
 acceptable or prepared in conformity with special cultural
 political or religious customs, it is for the customers to
 make those choices.
 
As to costs, only legitimate and essential costs should be
 forwarded to the customer base.
 
James Weeks
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From: Adam Alamade  
Sent: Friday, 31 July 2015 1:57 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: SENATE INQUIRY INTO FOOD CERTIFICATION SCHEMES
 
Hello,
 
This email is in regards to the 13 May 2015, the Senate referred the following matters to
 the Economics References Committee for inquiry and report by 30 November 2015:
 
My concerns that I would like to submit to the enquiry are related to the following terms:
 
* Current labelling requirements of food certification schemes;
* The need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees;
* Details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and the
 potential for these to impact on prices for consumers;
 
In regards to the above I expect the Government to:
 
1. Apply a user pays principle and also
2. Make it mandatory for all halal certified products to be clearly labelled with a standard
 symbol and that this should be clear and easy to identify much like other regulatory
 symbols eg. the CE mark. 
 
Regards,
Adam. 
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From: Greg Byrne  
Sent: Friday, 31 July 2015 1:58 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal certification
 
I am very strongly opposed this business. Let the Muslims sort their own food
 issues out.
 
Greg Byrne
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From:   
Sent: Friday, 31 July 2015 1:58 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Submission
 

Third party certification of food 
Senate Standing Committees on Economics 
PO Box 6100 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600 
 
 
To : Senate Economics References Committee 
 
Dear CommitteeMembers:
 
We would like to register my concern and anger in regards to Halal certification schemes
 in Australia. We dislike that we are forced without our permission or knowledge to
 purchase unknowingly Halal accredited items for a religion we do not believe in or
 support. Various amounts of foodstuffs and non foodstuffs are now becoming identified as
 Halal, to which lots of products don't even need to be and should not even be considered
 for halal certification. Who's making the money? Traditional Islam only requires a very
 small percentage of food halal certified. Now these products are reducing my chance to
 maker an informed purchase rather difficult if not impossible.
 
Why are food products not labeled as Halal so we can make an informed decision on
 purchasing? It seems to be a religious tax by stealth that seems to have ridiculously
 saturated all corners of the market in very large number, far more than justified, when
 only 2% of people in Australia follow Islam, as companies choose not to label their Halal
 products as Halal even though they have paid for this accreditation. This seems absurd and
 deliberately deceitful.
 
Followers of Islam should pay for Halal not people who do not follow Islam. We are not
 Islamic or will ever choose to be! Once again it all seems to be Australia selling out, being
 soft, bending over to support smaller communities that don't really choose our Australian
 way of life.
You can protect our lifestyle and the larger Australian community.
We do not like being duped into buying products which we find out later is halal certified.
We are not religious and we do not support food tax for a very small minority.
 
We are also VERY concerned that the money from the Halal certification schemes may be
 funding terrorist groups overseas or to groups in Australia that are against this countries
 best interest and this should be investigated thoroughly as other countries have had this
 occur.
 



The lack of information and public knowledge on how much Halal accreditation costs,
 financial records, transactions, how it works, fees and how it is applied/practised is a
 cause for concern as well as just how much this Islamic tax adds to the cost of products
 when purchasing. This needs to be investigated and clarified.
 
Thank you and regards,
 
Garry and Samantha Allan
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From:  
Sent: Friday, 31 July 2015 2:07 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Senate inquiry into food certification schemes
 
SENATE INQUIRY INTO FOOD CERTIFICATION SCHEMES
 
Hello or Halal ?

My Submission relates to an objection of:
·         Halal certification, and
·         Halal certifiers in Australia

Why are the Majority of Australians subjected to additional costs & food oppression of a minority
 religious group?
 

·         Muslims are a minority group in Australia
·         Less than 3% of the population are muslims
·         Of these muslims only a small proportion follow fundamental religious dogma.

 

The KEY objections is that:
Halal certification is simply stand-over blackmail - masquerading as a
 religious requirement by a minority group.
It is more about receiving fees by un-reputable groups than for
 requirements of healthy consumption.
Many Halal certifiers have direct links with extremism.

Terms of Reference:
 
“On 13 May 2015, the Senate referred the following matters to the Economics References
 Committee for inquiry and report by 30 November 2015:

a.       the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not
 limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and
 general food safety certification schemes;

 
OBJECTION: Halal certification schemes & certifiers
 
Halal certification Schemes:

·         Why does a minority religious group impose additional costs and food oppression to the
 majority of Australians

·         Any additional cost and/or requirement for halal foods should be the direct responsibility



 of the individual. Ie “user pays”
·         Represents “Standover tactics” by a minority religious group without any healthy

 advice to consumers.
·         All “Halal consumers” have the ability to consume food with a private prayer.
·         These schemes are not critical for Halal consumers to select food.

Halal certifiers
·         Halal certifiers must be audited by the regulators
·         Many Halal certifiers have direct links with extremism
·         If a cost is imposed – the certifier must demonstrate service for the certificate

a “tick-box” procedure to “set & forget” for a fee does not provide any service.
 

b.       current labelling requirements of food certification schemes;

Objection to Religious certification for food
·         Food certification for religious reasons is not critical for Halal consumers
·         Food certification for religious reasons is not critical for the health of consumers

 
c. the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees;
 
d. whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make
 informed purchasing decisions;
 
e. details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and the
 potential for these to impact on prices for consumers;
 
f. the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and returns to
 producers; 

Objection to food certification for religious reasons: domestic vs export
·         There is no reasonable requirement to have food certification for religious reasons for

 Domestic consumption
·         If there is an advantage for marketing religious food certification for export: have

 separate labelling with any additional costs “user pays”

g. the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including, but
 not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any related matters.”

Objection to adequacy of information of food certifiers.
·         Halal certifiers must be audited by the regulators
·         The concern is that many Halal certifiers have direct links with extremism
·         What do the certifiers do with the funds raised?

 
 
Regards
 
Bill Knox
 



 
Home: 
Mobile: 
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Sunshine Coast Safe Communities Inc. (SCSC) is a secular, non-profit, 
community based incorporated association. Current membership is 600. 

SUBMISSION TO THE SENATE INQUIRY INTO THE THIRD PARTY 
CERTIFICATION OF FOOD 

 

Executive Summary 
 

1. Halal Certification 
• Halal Certification is an expensive and recurring cost to Australian businesses 

and consumers. It is so widely applied that consumers have effectively lost any 
choice to avoid paying for, and consuming Halal certified products. 

•  It is now applied to an ever increasing range of non food items without logical 
justification.  

• Muslims comprised 2.5% of the Australian population at the last census; the 
97.5% of non-Muslims are carrying the greater part of the financial burden to 
the benefit of a relatively small portion of the Muslim community. 

• Halal Certification is claimed to be a religious requirement for Muslims, but 
operates effectively as like a slick international marketing exercise. 

• The proliferation of Halal abattoirs has led to the loss of jobs for non-Muslims 
in the meat industry, and a “cartel like” hold on the domestic meat trade. 

• Halal certification money has a huge capacity to contribute to Islamic 
extremism, and terrorism. 

 

2. GMO Foods 
• The safety issue of GMO foods is complex. It depends upon the level of 

modification and the purpose for which it is done. 

• Some aspects of the use of GMO in food production are dangerous and 
unethical. 
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BODY OF SUBMISSION 

This submission is specifically concerned with: 
Major part: The proliferation and legitimacy of Halal certification, and 
recommendations as to the most effective way to reduce its deleterious effects on the 
non-Muslim community. 

Minor part:    The Safety of Genetically Modified Organisms, and GMO foods. 

Halal Certification 
SCSC supports consumers having reasonable access to food products that meet their dietary, ethnic 
and religious beliefs provided they do not seek to impose those requirements upon other citizens 
without their fully informed consent. 

To understand Halal, it’s necessary to have a basic understanding of the fundamentals of Islam. 
Muslims believe that the Quran is Allah's holy book, and is to be obeyed. References for what is Halal 
and Haram can be found in this book. 

Ref:  “The Story of Mohammed - Islam unveiled” by Australian author Harry Richardson.  

The Quran and Halal 
Islam's Holy Book the Quran does not provide any information that supports Halal Certification. On 
the contrary, the Quran states that all food is already Halal (permitted) with the exception of that 
which is Haram (forbidden). The only requirement for foods not mentioned as Haram is to give a 
prayer of thanks before consuming the food. 

There are only four forbidden animal products:  

1) animals that die of themselves (not slaughtered by man) 
2) the blood of animals 
3) the meat from pigs 
4) animals dedicated to gods other than Allah 

 
Alcohol is forbidden under all circumstances. 

Islamic scholars are calling the act of Halal certification for anything other than that which is Haram, 
unlawful (Bid'ah), because the Halal certifiers are making their own laws above those of Allah’s.  

Ref:  http://www.dailymail.co.uk/debate/article-2623879/We-Muslims-appalled-sale-halal-
meat-stealth.html 

The Australian Food and Grocery Council state that many food and drinks are inherently Halal. 
Therefore companies are paying a Halal certification fee for products Muslims are already allowed to 
eat.  

Ref: http://www.afgc.org.au/about-afgc/our-policies/halal-certification/ 

The origins of Halal certification 
The origins of Halal certification in Australia can be traced back to the 1960s, with an exponential 
increase since the 1980s.Ref: http://pickeringpost.com/story/the-origins-of-halal-certification-
schemes/4011 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/debate/article-2623879/We-Muslims-appalled-sale-halal-meat-stealth.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/debate/article-2623879/We-Muslims-appalled-sale-halal-meat-stealth.html
http://www.afgc.org.au/about-afgc/our-policies/halal-certification/
http://pickeringpost.com/story/the-origins-of-halal-certification-schemes/4011
http://pickeringpost.com/story/the-origins-of-halal-certification-schemes/4011
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Many non-Muslims strongly object to Halal certification. It’s unnecessary and is funding an Islamic 
religious ritual totally irrelevant to the majority of Australians.  

International Agenda 
Stuart Robinson writes in his booklet called the “Challenge of Islam” that there was a resurgence of 
Islam under the Ayatollah Khomeini: 

“Holy War means the conquest of all non-Muslim territories and this war is the duty of all 
Muslims. We shall export our revolution to the whole world.” 

 One method of exporting Islam is by demanding halal certification for all products consumed 
by Muslims throughout the world. If non-Muslims, in their ignorance, accept Halal 
certification as harmless, then they are being deceived. Indeed they are financing a religion 
whose publicly stated agenda is to replace every country’s sovereign laws with those of 
Islam. 

 In comparison, there are many other religions in our multicultural societies that do not force 
their beliefs upon the Australian citizen. In fact Halal certification is anathema to many 
citizens, whether they be Christians, Jews, Buddhists or Atheists. Hindus and Sikhs are 
strictly forbidden from eating Kutha meats (meats slaughtered in the Muslim way). We 
believe that the limitations or rituals of one religion should not be “forced” on any other or 
on secular people. The difficulty of avoiding Kutha meat for Hindus and Sikhs creates a 
difficulty for adherents as most meat available in butcher shops and supermarkets is seen as 
Kutha by them.  
Ref: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kutha_meat 

Certification Fees paid by food processors and/or manufactures and the 
potential for these to impact on prices to consumers 

 

The fees charged for Halal Certification inevitably add to production costs. This is supported 
by evidence given in an Australian High Court decision involving the infringement of a 
registered trademark, which clearly shows the snowballing cost of Halal Certification to 
food processors and suppliers.  

Ref: http://www.judgments.fedcourt.gov.au/judgments/Judgments/fca/single/2014/2014fca0614 

Summary of Court Case Disclosure 
The Australian High Court decision in the case FCA 614 Federal Court of Australia on 13th June 
2014 clearly demonstrates the typical number of times that the food has to be declared halal under the 
Halal Certification Scheme as it moves through the production chain from farm to consumer: 

A. The products were initially purchased from Steggles the Chicken Processor which 
was certified halal by the Australian Federation of Islamic Councils. 

B. Further products were purchased from YCC Poultry which were certified by Halal 
Certification Authority Pty Limited. 

C. The wholesaler Quality Kebabs also required Halal Certification. 
D. The Kebab shop owners, the Sofra Pizza Pide & Kebab House also required Halal 

Certification. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kutha_meat
http://www.judgments.fedcourt.gov.au/judgments/Judgments/fca/single/2014/2014fca0614
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The testimony evidence of Mr. El-Mouelhy of the Halal Certification Authority Pty Limited revealed 
their certification fee (without GST) for the wholesaler, Quality Kebabs was $27,090 in 2012, 
$33,580 in 2013 and $34,510 in 2014.  

These Federal Court Documents also show that the two small kebab retail outlets Sofra Pizza Pide & 
Kebab House should have paid the Halal Certification Authority Pty Limited a certification fee 
(without GST) of $5000.00 each per year. 

The court transcript doesn’t reveal whether ancillary services such as transport, storage and packaging 
had to also be licensed at that time but this is becoming commonplace today. e.g. 

A South Australian company Scholle Industries Pty Ltd, a Flexible Plastic Packaging 
Manufacturing Company is paying for Islamic Halal Certification services (AFIC) an 
undisclosed monthly fee for its seal of approval.  

This clearly demonstrates that Halal Certification is no longer about what’s permissible for 
Muslims, but is now about branding and stamping by Islamic certifiers for the financial 
benefit of the certifiers. 

SCSC Comment: The case for packaging of Halal certified products in Halal certified containers is a 
stretch, as it would suggest each subsequent object that comes in contact with the food should also be 
certified. Certification of subsequent layers of packing and cartons is totally unwarranted.  

It is considered that these requirements represent an opportunistic grab to needlessly increase the scale 
of certification and the income from fees. 

Using health and safety standards as an excuse for double dipping to extend certification along the 
supply chain is not justified. 
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Further evidence of the cost to industry can be found in an extract from a report in the Daily 
Telegraph, Sydney on 2 June 2015;  

“The Supreme Islamic Council of Halal Meat in Australia (SICHMA), which has a partnership 
with Coles, and Australian Federation of Islamic Council (AFIC) each collect close to $1 
million per year from halal operations.  

As listed charities, both are eligible to receive GST concessions, income tax exemptions and 
the FBT rebate. 

SICHMA received more than $1.5 million last year from certification income and halal 
audits, adding to assets worth more than $1.5 million. 

AFIC, rebranded as Muslims Australia, has registered steady growth in halal revenue, 
collecting more than $860,000 according to its 2012 financial statements.” 

SCSC comment 
1. We are concerned that not only are some Halal Certifiers earning considerable income, but a 

number are also listed as charities, granting them tax exemptions. This not only takes money 
out of the non-Muslim community without justification, but reduces taxation revenue. 

2. We believe that because of the cost to consumers of Halal licensing and the public’s 
increasing doubt as to its legitimacy, the Government should audit the certifiers and the 
charities annually to determine exactly where the funds are going, and if not-for-profit and 
charity status are justified. 

 

The need for labelling on products marketed by companies that pay 
certification fees 
 

1. We are very concerned about the massive growth of Halal Certified products being sold to all 
Australians whatever their faith, often without their being informed or consulted. This 
started with meat products and has now spread to nearly all food production and 
manufacturing companies, packaging, and logistics companies. 
 

2. Many Australians believe that by buying Halal certified products they are supporting the 
religious beliefs of a small minority. If they wish to avoid such products they must scrutinise 
the label of everything they purchase. This is frustrating and time-consuming. Worse still, 
some companies deliberately omit evidence of their participation in Halal certification so as 
to not alert non-Muslims who are the majority of their customers. A search of Coles’ and 
Woolworths’ websites using the key word Halal results in ‘no items found’.  Yet both stock 
a multitude of halal certified products, some labelled by the manufacturer and others not 
labelled at all. A useful reference site is: www.halalchoices.com.au 

SCSC comment. 
It should be mandatory for all Halal certified products to be clearly and prominently labelled 
so as to give consumers a choice. 
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Regulation 
Apart from Halal certification in abattoirs, the Halal licensing of Australian goods and services is 
largely unregulated by Government. 

An informative website is The Islamic Council of Western Australia. 

http://www.islamiccouncilwa.com.au/halal-certification/halal-guidelines/ 

Significantly, two of the conditions listed for Halal Certification for meats are already 
adequately addressed under Australian food slaughtering, processing, packaging, storage 
and transportation laws. These conditions relate to: 

1. Hygiene. 

2. Labelling of ingredients. 

Muslims may insist that their hygiene and labelling criteria are different but they are 
essentially the same. In a country where Muslims are such a small minority it seems 
truculent for them to require special treatment at the expense of the majority. 

SCSC Comment: Most of the companies supplying the domestic market are ‘jumping on the 
bandwagon’ for marketing purposes without consideration of the fact that they are possibly being 
‘duped’ into paying for an unnecessary service, and indeed they may be financing the rise of extremist 
Islam. 

Do current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers? 
 

Some examples of symbols of certification: 

 

 

 

Although many of the logos are readily recognisable, we believe that there is insufficient Halal 
Certification information available to the Australian Consumer. Because not all Halal certified food is 
labelled, consumers who wish to avoid buying Halal products have to spend a lot of time searching 
online for products that are not Halal certified before going shopping. Those who don’t have the 
internet are effectively excluded. 

Evidence of exactly how many Australian companies are paying Halal certification fees is difficult to 
ascertain as some don’t disclose it and others are either just signing up for the first time, or perhaps 
have decided not to renew. But it’s believed to be more than 500. Ref: 
http://www.halalchoices.com.au/  

SCSC Comment: Current information on Halal certification is opaque. Many consumers do not know 
that Halal certification exists, or do not know enough to make informed decisions about its purchase 
and consumption. However they are unwittingly paying for it, and that’s an injustice. 

http://www.islamiccouncilwa.com.au/halal-certification/halal-guidelines/
http://www.halalchoices.com.au/
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The importance of food certification schemes in relation to the Export 
market access and returns to producers. 
 

Sunshine Coast Safe Communities accept that Halal certification is a requirement by many 
of Australia’s overseas customers. This leaves little choice for those businesses that export 
to those markets.  

Our view is that wherever possible, the customers who insist on Halal certified goods should 
be the ones to ultimately pay for it. 

The extent and adequacy of information available to the public about 
certifiers, but not limited to, certification processes, fees, financial records; 
and related matters. 

 Halal Certification 
Numerous Halal certifiers operate in Australia. The Department of Agriculture maintains a 
list of Islamic organisations that have an “Approved Arrangement” to certify halal meat for 
export. There are 21 such organisations operating in Australia as of November 2014. 

However, Australian government regulation applies only to providers that certify meat for 
export. Much of this export grade meat may also end up in the domestic market.  

While some Halal certification providers are associated with, or part of, larger Australian 
Islamic organisations, such as the Australian Federation of Islamic Councils, others are 
stand-alone businesses that provide local certification services. Ref: 
https://theconversation.com/explainer-what-is-halal-and-how-does-certification-work-36300 

Clearly certifiers have a huge financial incentive to claim the need for Halal certification of 
as many goods and services as possible. This leaves the door wide open to manipulation, 
exploitation, extortion and possible fraud at the expense of Australian consumers. 

Discrimination in the Australian Workforce 

The use of Muslim-only slaughtermen and Meat Inspectors may be a form of discrimination 
in the Australian workforce. This appears to be in breach of the Australian Constitution and a 
failure of the Australian Government to uphold Section 116 . “The Commonwealth shall not 
make any law for establishing any religion, or for imposing any religious observance”  

Extract from: Department of Agriculture.gov.au  

Meat Notice 2009/08: Australian Government Authorised Halal Program - guidelines for the 
preparation, identification, storage and certification for export of Halal red meat and red meat 
products. 

Last notice on this issue: 2004/07 

Date of Effect:  01 June 2009 

https://theconversation.com/explainer-what-is-halal-and-how-does-certification-work-36300
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Date of Expiry: Until further notice 

section 5.2 of the above meat notice   

Only authorised Muslim slaughtermen can perform the Halal slaughtering procedure for 
Halal products. It is the competent Islamic slaughterman responsibility for identifying Halal 
or non-Halal carcasses in accordance with the procedures that are approved within the 
arrangement. 

 

The following are extracts from: 

THE ISLAMIC COUNCIL OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA (ICWA). ICWA – HALAL GUIDELINES. 
INTRODUCTION 

RULES FOR MUSLIM SLAUGHTERMEN REGISTRATION: 

All new applicants for registration must be practising Muslims (such as observing five daily 
prayers, Friday prayer once a week, and avoiding the haram or forbidden things), reputable 
persons of good character, allowed to work in Australia, financial members of an Islamic 
Society and known to at least two prominent Australian Muslims who are prepared to write a 
reference about them. All Halal Slaughtermen will register with ICWA annually and obtain an 
Identity Card (I.D.) before they can Halal Slaughter. 

Payment of prescribed registration fee. 

Carry I.D. at all times while doing Halal Slaughter. 

 Registration as ICWA slaughtermen depends on approval of the person concerned by the 
ICWA Halal Committee.  The actual registration as ICWA slaughtermen is done by the AUS-
MEAT.  This registration depends entirely on the approval/recognition of the persons 
concerned by the ICWA.  Since it is ICWA approval which is sought, ICWA reserves the right 
to refuse approval of an application. 

The abattoirs or factory must be under the close and constant supervision of a religious 
organisation, namely ICWA. 

The premises, machinery and equipment must be classed according to Islamic Shariah (law) 
before any production takes place. 

The slaughterman must be a mature, pious Muslim of sound mind who understands fully the 
fundamentals and conditions relating to Halal slaughter and be approved by the religious 
authorities. 

SCSC Comment. The loss of slaughtermen’s jobs largely in rural areas is a matter of deep 
concern. These men are apparently in many cases replaced with Muslims on special visas. As a 
large proportion of the meat from the Halal certified abattoirs remains in Australia, and is sold 
to customers who are unaware it is certified; or aware but have difficulty sourcing uncertified 
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meat. This is a disgrace. The meat is certified needlessly, hence these men lose their jobs 
needlessly, and the abattoir and consumers pay fees needlessly. 

SCSC Recommendations for Halal Certification. 

Members of SCSC have a limited understanding of the particular legal and 
regulation framework upon which changes can be carried out. We will therefore 
make recommendations without specifying how these changes will be affected.  

1) The commission should summarise and release its findings and 
recommendations to the public. In particular these should include the following 
an estimate of the extra cost of living caused by the current Halal certification 
programs. 

2) Our community would prefer to see most food items in the supermarket reflect 
the dietary requirements of the majority. Both non-Muslims and Muslims who do 
not require certification should not have to bear any costs associated with Halal 
certification. 

3) Where certification is justified, the process must be fully transparent, consistent 
and accountable. It must be regulated by the appropriate Australian government 
agency or agencies. It must be undertaken only by appropriate, qualified 
personnel, accredited by a recognized Australian training institution. The 
process must not discriminate on any grounds against the Australian workforce. 
Compliance, inspection standards, fees and charges are to be uniform within 
Australia, and available as public information. 

4) For food processers (excluding religious procedures involved with the act of 
killing), the conditions required to satisfy the certification standard for Halal 
content could be easily written into a set of scientific procedures and checklists. 
Any business or industry with access to an industrial chemist could easily self 
assess, and take the required steps for certification. This would lead to huge cost 
reductions, and a single reliable, reproducible certification system. A random 
inspection system would ensure that standards were actually being met.  

5) Australia has some of the highest food production and processing standards in 
the world, applying at all points of the food chain from producer to retailer. 
These should not be diminished in any way to meet production, processing or 
handling stipulations of any religious faith. Health and safety issues should be 
the main priority.  

6) Where possible, the cost of certifying should be borne by the community that 
requires certification. Australian certified goods for export are required to 
comply with the regulations of the importing country. Certification costs for 
export should be charged out specifically to export products and should not be 
borne by domestic consumers. Australian certified goods intended for export but 
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released onto the domestic market are to be correctly labelled according to local 
standards. 

7) Charges are not to be transferred to non-certified products and thus aggregated 
against other consumers. Businesses that absorb certification fees as part of their 
general expenses are to report those costs as a separate line item in their 
financial records. 

8) Certification businesses registered as not-for-profit or other charitable 
enterprises, or that pass those monies onto a religious entity should be subjected 
to ATO regulations and their financial records be available as public information. 

9) Producers and processors must not be compelled to undertake certification by 
coercion, harassment or fraud. They must not be excluded from competing in any 
market where certification or duality of certification applies. This should be 
administered by the ACCC. 

10) All packaged food products sold in Australia and subject to certification are to be 
clearly and legibly labelled as such in English. They are to be accompanied by a 
readily identifiable single logo standardized for use throughout Australia 
identifying the particular product certification, e.g.kosher, halal etc. Food 
products whose ingredients include certified items are also to be so labelled.  

11) The failure to clearly label certified products per se, and also after their 
subsequent re-packaging, or travel in uncertified transport, or sale in uncertified 
premises, should be treated as fraudulent. 

12) Non-packaged certified food products are to be similarly identified at the shelf 
point of sale. 

13) Imported products should be required to fully meet and comply with Australian 
certification and labelling standards. 

14) School canteens, hospitals and similar institutions who supply food to students, 
patients or other clients, should not be allowed to force the dietary patterns or 
eating restrictions of any minority religion or culture onto those attending. 

 

SCSC Recommendations for General Food Certification  

We recommend that the Government establish a National Governing Authority that would 
be responsible for approving, monitoring and auditing all religious and ethnic Licensors, 
with special powers to ensure: 

1. The authenticity of the religious or ethnic group requesting certification and 
licensing. 
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2. The authenticity of such group’s claims of the need for them to certify any 
product or service.  

3. Investigate any cases of coercion or misrepresentation when certifiers “sell 
certification” on the basis of increased income, or fear of loss of income. 

4. Carry out background checks of every person in the certification process and 
the licensing of Licensors. 

5. Whether the licensing of any product or service would disadvantage or be 
morally injurious to persons of other religious or ethnic groups.  

6. Whether the licensing of any product or service would impose an unnecessary 
financial cost to Australian citizens. 

7. Takes over management of all halal certifiers, sets and collects the fees. 

 

 

 GMO Foods. 
Genetic modification in the laboratory is a useful technology for fast-tracking what used to take years 
of interbreeding to achieve a desired commercial outcome. SCSC believes that it’s acceptable if say a 
gene from wild wheat is inserted into domesticated wheat to give it greater drought resistance. But 
when scientists insert genetic material from an entirely different plant species, or even an animal, into 
a food plant, that’s dangerous. Nobody could possibly know the long-term ramifications. 

Jane Rissler of the Union of Concerned Scientists says: "The fact is, it has been done . . . DNAP 
[DNA Plant Technology of Oakland, California] was the company — that put the fish gene in a 
tomato." Rissler acknowledges that the experiment was halted before any products were brought to 
market, but, she insists, "that is because of the uproar. Believe me, they would be doing it if people 
were not objecting to it." ref:  

http://www.motherearthnews.com/real-food/adding-a-fish-gene-into-tomatoes-
zmaz00amzgoe.aspx 

GMO Glyphosphate resistant plants. 

Glyphosphate, marketed as Roundup and other brands was regarded as a miracle herbicide when 
introduced 40 years ago. It killed a wide range of grasses and weeds, so was ideal for roadsides, 
drains, pasture renovation and chemical fallowing of cropland. Even better it was touted to be very 
safe for humans. 

It was also deadly to most food crops, especially grains. So it couldn’t be used for weed control in 
those crops. 

However, there were certain plants that were totally immune to glyphosate. These attracted the 
attention of scientists, who succeeded in determining which genes gave these plants resistance. 

Several big agri-business corporations involved in both chemical manufacturing and seed production 
have inserted the genes from the glyphosate resistant plants into susceptible plants such as Wheat and 
Canola. Now growers can spray these food crops without them being damaged by the herbicide. They 
even use it a desiccant just pre-harvest to ensure the grain is dry enough to harvest. 

http://www.motherearthnews.com/real-food/adding-a-fish-gene-into-tomatoes-zmaz00amzgoe.aspx
http://www.motherearthnews.com/real-food/adding-a-fish-gene-into-tomatoes-zmaz00amzgoe.aspx
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Glyphosate residue soon showed up in foodstuffs that are consumed directly by humans, or by 
animals which are raised for human consumption. US and Canadian government regulations allow 
20mg/kg of glyphosate in foods, but no-one really knows the longer term effect on humans and 
animals. 

Consumers are becoming increasingly alarmed. Glyphosate is being detected in human milk and in 
the digestive tract of humans where it is believed to have a detrimental effect on beneficial flora. It 
has recently been categorised by the World Health Organisation as ‘likely to cause cancer’. ref: 
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/mar/21/roundup-cancer-who-glyphosate- 

US researcher Dr Anthony Samsel exposed the truth about dire warnings on the safety of glyphosate 
after using Freedom of Information legislation to access Monsanto records. This revealed that not 
only does glyphosate cause cancers, but Monsanto have known about it for 35 years.  

 In those files of thousands of pages of data, Dr. Samsel found enough evidence that 
prompts him to say that glyphosate is not just a "probable" carcinogen - it is 
unequivocally a carcinogen. He is legally bound not to show the documents to 
anybody, but is allowed to say what he feels about them. Ref: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=13yO9VpjwLQ&feature=youtu.be 

 

GMO Labelling 
GMO labelling of foods was first addressed in Australia in 2001. Since then there have been two 
reviews, which didn’t make any changes. Ref: 
http://www.foodstandards.gov.au/consumer/gmfood/labelling/Pages/default.aspx 

It is reported that currently over 60 countries require mandatory GMO labelling and the numbers are 
growing monthly. 

 

GMO labelling is a complex issue.  

a) A minor genetically engineered modification from a closely related species is 
probably no different in effect from traditional cross-pollination techniques, and is 
most likely safe.  

b) A modification from a different species is a dangerous unknown that could establish a 
fearsome ‘Frankenstein’ organism in the environment. 

c) Modifications that are designed to impart weedicide resistance in a crop plant 
encourages farmers to use a new range of poisons for crop protection, which is not 
compatible with public health.  

d) Inevitably there will be great pressure applied by the chemical giants, seed 
distributors and farming groups for GMO foods derived from the new, pesticide-
modified crops to be marketed to consumers in Australia.  

 

 

http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/mar/21/roundup-cancer-who-glyphosate-
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=13yO9VpjwLQ&feature=youtu.be
http://www.foodstandards.gov.au/consumer/gmfood/labelling/Pages/default.aspx
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SCSC Recommendations Regarding GMO. 

1. Labelling standards for GMO foods need to be revised so consumers can be made aware of 
any potentially harmful genetic modification that any part of the food product has been 
involved in.  

2. The risk with pesticide-manipulated GMO’s is too high. We believe the Government 
should ban their importation, cultivation, and sale to consumers, or at least have a 
moratorium for five years so further studies can be made. 

3. The Australian Government needs to urgently review labelling laws to ensure 
consumers are fully informed and protected from these potentially hazardous GMO 
foodstuffs. 

4. If the Government does allow the sale of pesticide-manipulated GMO foods to 
Australian consumers we need clear, prominent labelling so the public can chose to 
avoid these foods. 
 

 
Sunshine Coast Safe Communities Inc. Authorised by: Ron Hutchins, President 
PO Box 794 Buderim, Qld  4556                         
www.sunnycoastsafe.com.au 
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CERTIFICATION AND ENDORSEMENT OF FOOD PRODUCTS. 

Merlene OMalley,  

 
SUBMISSION TO THE SENATE ECONOMIC REFERENCES COMMITTEE. 
 
CERTIFICATION OF FOOD. 
 
Food is a resource that we all need. 
 
We want to be able to make good healthy choices, support our own growers and 
farmers, understand what it is that we are purchasing i.e. ingredients, and 
understand the relevance of the information on packaging of the products we 
buy. 
 
As a consumer I believe that we should be able to elicit information about a 
product, clearly and concisely from the packaging and other sources such as a 
website.  
 
It needs to be easily recognizable and we should be able to obtain honest 
information as to what is in the product, where it was made, and what do the 
endorsements mean, i.e. it’s function, and the reason for any monetary fee. 
 
Products stating ‘organic’ should have a recognized body endorsement on the 
packaging.  
Any funds from this endorsement should be to the benefit of the producer, i.e. 
encourage more organic production and provide freely available information 
about the product and producer. 
 
Generalized endorsements, across the majority of products, is essentially a tax. 
This method of raising money, should not be used without the public being made 
fully aware of its purpose and why it is required.  
The majority of the population should benefit from the process behind the 
endorsement, eg. For specific nutritional education, charities, medical research…  
 
Food companies, that pay the endorsement, ultimately pass it on to the 
consumer, therefore the consumer is essentially paying this cost of the 
endorsement.   This is basically a tax.  
It should not be on all products, for a small exclusive minority. 
 
A religious tax, such as ‘halal’, that taxes the general population, across a huge 
variety of products, for a small minority, and for undisclosed purposes , is totally 
inappropriate.  
 
I believe an investigation is required to have these certifications, especially those 
involving money exchange, and for the certification, to be open, transparent, and 
available to those who wish to be further informed.  
 
We need some kind of monitoring of money raised by this method, to ensure that 
monetary endorsements are not going to fund wars, persecution, human 
trafficking, and training of extremists, located in other countries. 



CERTIFICATION AND ENDORSEMENT OF FOOD PRODUCTS. 

Merlene OMalley,  

Some products that are certified under ‘halal,’ do not seem to qualify for this 
endorsement and as a consumer I want to know why I am paying this ‘tax’. 
Why are things automatically “halal’ , being certified as such. 
 
Is this ‘islamaization’ by stealth?  Is this the tax that moslems require to be paid 
by ‘dhimmis’? 
 
I am absolutely opposed to paying for endorsements for the activities stated 
above, the activities that do not further the education of all, to the product, and 
does not benefit the producer.  
 
I think that there should be signs, highly visible, in supermarkets listing the 
various endorsements, who they represent, and the percentage of the cost of the 
product. This would enable the consumers to make informed choices. 
 
Thank you. 
 
 
Merlene OMalley 
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PM

 
 

From: Jack Zweig  
Sent: Friday, 31 July 2015 2:14 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third Party Certification of Food
 
Good Afternoon,
 
Firstly I need to indicate I was getting an “internal server error” on your site so please excuse me
 sending my submission via this email.
 
I wish the committee to seriously consider the impact on Australian citizens being taxed
 unknowingly by so called Halal certifiers. It seems to the general public that anyone can set
 themselves up as a certifier given the number that appear in existence. Secondly, Halal symbols
 seem to be somewhat obscure to the average consumer shopping for groceries. The public does
 not have a clear understanding as to where the funds are being channelled and most
 importantly the question needs to be asked is, why is the public paying a tax on foods when it
 isn’t made clear that such a tax has been imposed and not clearly notified. My understanding is
 that only government, at varying levels can impose a tax. Why this particular group?
 
There needs to be clear labelling on supermarket shelves to indicate to the consumer that the
 food they are buying has an inclusive tax, giving them the knowledge as to whether or not they
 wish to make a particular purchase. We already have in many places a kosher or Asian section,
 albeit they don’t charge a tax. There is no reason that items should be taxed outside the legal
 framework and if so, then a separate section should highlight this fact.
 
Notwithstanding the above, this impost is not in keeping with the laws of this land and should be
 immediately withdrawn for the benefit of the public at large. Should Muslims wish to pay, then
 let them make the choice but as it stands, food manufacturers are “blackmailed” with this
 impost.
 
I seek your due consideration.
 
 
Regards,
 
Jack
 
Jack Zweig

 

Registered on the APH web site today.
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To Committee Secretariat contact: 

Senate Standing Committees on Economics 
PO Box 6100 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600 

From Albert Gobius 

  

 

 

To the officer in charge. 

• I am just a normal Citizen; I find the Hallal Certification untenable, I Have tremendous 
difficulty identifying the Hallal emblem, WHY can it not be put in large and bold writing to 
make it easier to make a choice..  

• I do not understand why the general public has to pay for this minority community. As I 
understand the cost is passed on to the consumer. 

• I feel it must be USER Pay, let the Muslim community pay for it as it is THEY that want it.  
• Where is the money going to that is being collected? 
• Where is the legislation that allows a minority to place a Tax on the food of a Majority? 
• To put it simply,  
• The Australian Government is elected to Govern by the majority of Australian People.  
• Why are they not governing for them? 
• Why is the Elected Government falling over to appease this Minority? 
• All our other immigrants have assimilated into our community, 
• Why is the Muslim community any different to all the other ethnic communities? 
• The Muslim People have made a choice to come to our Great Country. They MUST abide by 

the Australian Law and its way of Life. 
• Why is this MINORITY allowed to create changes, and object to how our Culture has been 

created. Their choice. Do not come here and make changes to our way of Life. Muslims 
MUST integrate into our AUSTRALIAN Culture. 

 

• Our Australian Government MUST Govern for the People who have elected them 
• EG Our Government is ELECTED by the Majority, so our Government MUST GOVERN for the 

MAJORITY. 

Thank you for the opportunity to respond. 

Albert Gobius. 
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From:  
Sent: Friday, 31 July 2015 2:16 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Senate Inquiry in food certification scheme - my petition
 
Dear Sirs at the Senate Standing Committees on Economics
 
I am aware the matters dealing with food certification scheme and Halal in
 particular have been referred to Your Committee for inquiry and report by the 30th
 November 2015.
 
In relation to this, I wish to share my views and expectations as a citizen and
 fellow-human being, consistently with the constitutional principles of freedom,
 equality and reciprocity.
 
1. Muslims in Australia have the right to eat Halal according the requirement of
 their faith, as this is a free and democratic country. However the outstanding
 question if such a freedom is reciprocated by Islam and in particular in Muslim
 countries is still with no reassuring reply. 
 
2. Islam and Muslims should pay for their benefit of Halal, as Australian Jews
 (e.g.) have always done for their Kosher.
 
3. Australian and myself have the right to identify the Halal products, as we are not
 "Dhimmies" but free citizens and therefore we should also be free to choose and
 identify what we eat.
 
4. Australian workers and producers, from origin to distribution and retail sale
 should not be imposed Halal/Sharia regulations, discrimination, conditions, loss
 and retaliations of any sort and degree in relation of business opportunities and
 employment.  
 
5. I understand the Australian producer and distribution wants to sell in Muslim
 countries, but this should not happen at the monetary cost and expense of the
 rights and freedom of Australian citizens and residents of non Islamic faith. 
I would be happy to facilitate the corporate requirement to export the Australian
 products, with a parallel Halal version to be charged to the importers - not to the
 Australian citizens, in spite this doesn't resolve immediately the issue of
 confessional employment and production from the origin in Australia. Of course
 this would favor a Muslim confessional employment... but still in the boundaries of
 the export business.
 
6. Australians of all faiths should have the option to acknowledge or not the divinity
 of Islam in the act of eating ritually dedicated and consecrated food. The
 assumption that the divinity of one single confession of faith - even a minority -



 must be implicitly acknowledged by consuming a related food is totally
 unconstitutional, arbitrary and contrasting with specific articles and principles of
 the "Universal Declaration of Human Rights" and the same Jurisprudence of
 Australia and all advanced democracies worldwide.
 
7. I wish to point out that most food in nature are already technically to be
 considered Halal or even Kosher. Such an evidence indicates that the
 interference of a religious media is in many cases opportunistic and in conflict of
 interest. These same products of neutral character for the use of all types of
 people and faiths gets instead marked as confessional by the Islamic
 interference, classification and/or ritualistic dedication. 
 
8. Kosher has been traditionally accepted by Islam. Its adoption would therefore
 be of a wider acceptance and the majority of Christianity - if not the totality - would
 not have any reservation in purchasing and consuming a food dedicated to
 YHWH. Is the opposite the problem here... What is then the real purpose of Halal
 institutions and use of the collected profit? I would suggest that, as for energy,
 there is no true independence without self-sufficiency in food and resources. A
 confessional production of food is detrimental to the independence and self-
sufficiency of Australia.  
 
 
I advocate on behalf of neutral production, distribution and marketing of food.
 
I ask therefore to decide, judge and act upon awareness and consistency of/with
 the Australian Constitution, and the Freedom and Democracy implied by the
 Australian Jurisprudence and tradition/heritage. I wish Australia to reject any
 attempt to become gradually used and enslaved to requirements and regulations
 aiming to pull the country in a confessional, autocratic and totalitarian logic and
 procedure of enslavement, except Australia wishes to consider the chance for
 "Dhimmitude" as the most convenient strategy for the XXI Century.
 
"Australia's Wishes" of this sort - and at this degree at least - of epochal paradigm
 shift should be - as in other current, serious and trendy cases - checked via
 proper Popular Referendums. My hope and wish is that Your Committee will
 prevent the matter to be escalated to such last level, as this would not happen
 without the mobilization of minor but determined forces in the Australian society
 clearly inclined to risk the forfeit of the "Old" (ethically working and fulfilling) way
 for an "unknown" and over-optimistic new.  
 
Please receive my Sincerest Blessings and Regards.
 
Michael Mastrantuono
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From: Penny  
Sent: Friday, 31 July 2015 2:02 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Senate Inquiry into Food Certification Schemes.
 
To the Senate Standing Committees on Economics
We have concerns about the labelling of our food in Australia, food coming into Australia and
 food being exported.
We would like to see more transparency on food labelled as organic, genetically modified food
 and who certifies halal food – are there strict standards for all these foods.
We need more detail on which producers are certified and how they are supervised, the
 certification process, the fees charged for these certifications, who collects the fees and how
 they are impacting on the cost of the food.
Food health, safety and security are all very important things in Australia and we would
 appreciate your attention to this submission.
Thanking you in anticipation
Yours sincerely
Penny
 
Penny & John Pittard
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Submission to the Parliamentary Inquiry into Third Party Certification of Food 
 
 
To whom it may concern 
 
I recently accessed the website of The Islamic Council of Western Australia, in order 
to inform myself regarding the issue of halal guidelines & was struck by this direct 
quote: 
 

“Islam is not a mere religion.  It is a way of life with rules and manners 
governing every facet of life. …” 

 
Australia has been, for all my life, a secular, egalitarian society & I prefer to see that 
it stays that way. 
 
I am utterly opposed to any increase in the status or influence in Australia of 
“Islam”, in any of its manifestations, including, in particular, ‘halal certification’. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
William Thompson 

 
(details supplied per application) 
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Religious certifications of food are reasonable to consider as long 
as all parties affected are also comsidered.
I have two concerns about religious certification schemes:
- Do religious certifications match the actual requirements of that 

religion or have they been broadened to include other foods that 
require no certification as a money making exercise?

- Religious certifications increase the cost for all consumers. To 
be fair to those who want the certification and those who don't, 
surely the schemes should be run on a not for profit basis and be 
audited to ensure they do so. How are they run now?
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Third Party Food Certification Inquiry – Submission – ,  31.7.15

I welcome this inquiry into the third party certification of food. I am greatly concerned in particular 
with the issue of halal certification. 

The following are a snapshot of my concerns:

Why do a majority of Australians (of varying religious backgrounds) have to pay for what is 
essentially an Islamic religious tax? My understanding is that less than 3% of the Australian 
population is Muslim, yet approximately 95% of the chicken in this country is certified halal. What a 
ridiculous situation. Jewish communities and other religious minorities (eg Seventh Day Adventist) 
have managed to source and produce food that meet their religious requirements without taxing 
what amounts to essentially the whole population of our nation.

Why do Mosques effectively control this situation? Surely the collection of taxation is a 
government affair to be carried out by those in the service of the nation, not Islam?

How can Australians be sure that the ‘fee’ for halal certification will not be used to fund activities 
that promote radicalisation of people in our country or abroad? It’s my understanding that the 
government essentially has no idea of where the money goes. I believe it is both ignorant and 
extremely dangerous to assume that these funds couldn’t be possibly used for extremist agendas.

Thankyou for this inquiry, and for the opportunity to make a submission.

Yours sincerely,
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Submission re Food Certification

I don't mind organisations such as Heart Foundation, RSPCA etc being paid in 
order to have certification on certain foods, but I strongly object to a religious 
organisation profiting from such a scheme.   It is almost blackmail to say we 
won't buy your product unless you pay us.  

 Surely labels could just carry a statement indicating the product did not 
contain or was not processed near pork etc etc.   I also object to the fact that 
an Imam has performed some sort of blessing over the run of production.  This 
is all going too far.  Exactly where some of this certification money could end 
up is another concern, especially in light of reports from France and Canada 
where a money laundering trail has been traced to less than desirable 
organisations
Norm McGuire   
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Dear Senator, 

First of all I would like to thank you for speaking up on behalf of the majority of Australians. 

I would like to know to the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, 

but not limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and 

general food safety certification schemes; 

What are the current labelling requirements of food certification schemes? 

Controls needed for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees; 

Do current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make informed 

purchasing decisions? 

What are the details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and 

the potential for these to impact on prices for consumers? 

Clarifying the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and 

returns to producers; 

What is the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including, but 

not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any related matters? 

Thank you 
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I would like my name and address kept private.  

SUMMARY: 

Submission is on the intrusive nature of Halal Certification.  Though I am not ok with any 
religious certification.  

Currently there is not enough food free of Halal Certification to eat, not  for even simple 
cookery.  

I would like companies to have to legally label the truth of their certification status, they don't at 
the moment, either leaving it off completely or using loopholes to claim they are not certified.  

By law all shops should have to carry a full and extensive range of non halal certified food. By 
law it should be illegal to carry any product which certification is not disclosed or is misleading. 

It is worth looking at our new trade deal with China and aiding our farmers & industry in a 
transition to trade there as it needs no halal certification.  

Halal certification companies should be liable for reimbursement of Halal Fees paid on 
consumables to all of us who have paid under duress or unknowingly. 

An education campaign is needed on the freedom to hold and express views in disagreement 
Halal certification with out being cast as a racist or bigot.  

SUBMISSION:

a)  the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not limited 
to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and general food 
safety certification schemes;

No religious entity should have the power to give what is tantamount, for many people, to an 
'official' approval of a product.  

While certification of food and products for health and safety is necessary, religious certification 
doesn't have a valid role in our secular country.  We are tolerant, but that does not mean we are 
not beholden to cater religious issues. 



Many Australians are unknowingly or unwillingly funding certification companies.  Many of us 
buy these products under deceit due to inefficient labelling or even duress as in some cases 
there are simply no other choice in product.  For example I cannot find much, or at times ANY, 
bread, dairy, meat, salt, pasta and sugar that is free of halal certification.  It is not just these 
basic products either, it is almost everything I buy to eat and I don't want to in any way support 
religious certification.  

b)  current labelling requirements of food certification schemes; 

There are to many different labels, that is confusing, it is hindering and discriminatory to the 
consumer trying to exercise choice.   It is also inadequate as some companies are leaving off 
certification labels entirely and no certification company or consumer choice entity seems to be 
trying to enforce that companies carry their certification label, in fact 'Choice', Australia's most 
recognised consumer advice entity refuse to do anything about it.  

There needs to be only one label per issue in need of certification. 

c)   the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees; 

It should be compulsory for any product that has paid a certification to be labelled in a clear 
way.  

Some certification labels are left off products completely or they are to small to see or even 
hidden in folds of packaging material.  I would like it at least 1.5 cm in size and on front face of 
packaging.  (Clear enough for someone with eyesight difficulties to see without their glasses in 
an instant.)  These labels can be attatched by tag if nessesary. 

A product should also be labelled at the percentages of fees paid to certify it.  A company may 
make a product and not have actually paid certification fees, yet the product still contain some 
paid certified ingredients so it is actually, in part, certified.  In reverse a company may have paid 
certification fees and have a non certified ingredient in one of it's products and be using that 
fact as a reason to not label the product.    



Hence these products should be labelled as a certain percent certified as the certification may 
have been paid multiple times on ingredients already and again on the finished product.  

Also I would like for companies who do certify with already certified products to not have to pay 
again on their finished product as they currently have to at present.  

Currently, a retailer can't disclose its meat as halal certified if it it was packed, transported or 
displayed with non halal products.  All religiously slaughtered meat weather or not certified 
should be labelled as such.  In depth and honest labelling like (87% Halal or religiously 
slaughtered) or something akin to that method would clear up these many loopholes which are 
open to, and used to abuse the system.  

In the case of religious certification the present lack of clarity is discriminatory as it serves to 
take consumers choices away.  

d)    whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make 
informed purchasing decisions;

Currently it severely disables consumer choice.  

In addition to (c), I would like the over all scheme to force stores to be held responsible for 
making a designated area for each certification.  Where the certification is so extensive that it 
covers most consumable products, and can't be put in something akin to the "health section or 
isle".  The store itself should label the product certifications on the shelves.  Just the same as 
seafood is has it's country of origin labelled in supermarkets and prices are labelled at cost per 
kilo on all shelves.  

I ask that it is made illegal for a store to carry a product that is not comprehensively labelled as I 
have previously outlined (c) or to at least label products themselves as I have outlined (d).  

Also I ask that stores be required by law to source and carry a full and wide choice of products 
that are free of religious certification.  As it stands today there is a wide range of products free 
of most all religious religious certification, except halal, where there is not many products left 
for people not wishing to buy halal certified.  There are not enough even non-certified halal 
products to eat and live normally.  This is extreme discrimination and needs to be stopped.  

It may seem impossible for stores to gather in halal certification free goods, but it isn't.  In fact 
there are many cottage industries local to all areas that don't certify and would benefit greatly 



from a deal with Coles or even the smaller chains.   This hole in the market would also 
encourage a lot more small business to bloom.  

Currently when shopping, each item takes a 3 to 5 minutes to check due to unclear labelling or 
no labelling.  Often there is no product available anyway.  This is to much time and effort when 
faced with an exhausting and large shopping list.  Certifiers, producers, shops are in essence 
lying by omission, it is purposefully misleading and a clear case of market bullying of the 
consumer.  The lack of clear labelling and non certified products makes the shopping process 
exhausting, wearing the shopper down until under the weight of it, we often abandon our hard 
won rights to choice.  It is forcing many to purchase certified products under duress.   

For people who cannot eat these products there is no food, and it is bought under duress.  This 
discrimination is a constant and deeply disturbing stress and it's untenable that it continue.  

To eat free of halal certification in this day, one would have to travel at great cost in fuel, labour 
and time and to buy small local products (if even available, many aren't ) to cook from scratch to 
just in order to consume even basic products.  People are already paying various other costs 
such as transport and labour in the products they do buy at major stores.  In the year 2015 this 
is an abnormally high level of discrimination to endure, and again, extremely disabling and 
draconian.  

 e)   details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and the 
potential for these to impact on prices for consumers;

Consumers have a right of choice on if or not they support a company that has chosen to certify 
its goods.  The information on the costs each company has undertaken to certify needs to be 
open.  This is valid consumer information when deciding to support that  to any entity.      

How a company claims fees are or aren't passed on to the consumer falls into advertising, 
accounting styles and public relations and is of no importance here.  The core issue is consumer 
choice on the purchase their products, based on if or not they have paid a certification fee and 
to where they've paid it.   

 

 f)   the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and 
returns to producers;



That some Australian industry has fallen into a financial dependence on its exports being halal 
certified is a bad situation.  It is not right that we, a modern country are curtailing to a barbaric 
and cruel method of slaughter, the slow (and very painful) bleeding out of a creature in the 
name of a god.   Or even worse that a religion has this level of control over our industry as we 
are a secular society.  This should not be accepted as fate or just the way it is.  It needs to be 
turned around.  The government should help with this in anyway it can.  

In regard to meat (and other food) exports, halal certification is the main concern.  China our 
new trade partner does not require halal certification.  Just recently a Tasmanian ice cream 
company started to export to China.  This is a huge opportunity for the meat and general food 
industry to free itself of costly and unwanted certification fees and the cruelty of live export.  

Slowly phase out exports to any country that will not accept Australian halal certified frozen or 
tinned meat.  Do this by offering a cheaper price, a price made cheaper with no certification 
fees, ship hire to cover in cost, and if needed help producers with government subsidies.  These 
new halal customers along with new customers from trade deal with China will, in time, replace 
the situation we have now. 

The government should aid farmers if they offer lower prices on the Australian home 
slaughtered halal produce by helping them with subsidies to export and capture a market based 
on cheaper goods.   Over all this will, at least in good part, satisfy the general concerns of... 

Ending the expensive certification. 

Ending animal welfare concerns on live export.  

Ensuring protection and some stability for meat and all food producers during the phasing out of 
certification and live export.  

Ensuring we consolidate our new partnership with China.  

Issues come and go, but the anger at Live Export won't.  Most people, regardless of religion or 
politics, will never, not even gradually, accept it.  Even people that do and support live export do 
not like the cruelty involved.  I know this from growing up on two family farms, working in that 
industry.  I also worked as a veterinary nurse and in Animal Welfare for many years.  I have 
spoken to both sides.  

This, our new friendship with China and Australian produced cheap frozen carcass/halal product 
is a way out of it that has a chance of working and satisfying the majority of concerns.  Please 
take it. 



g)    the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including, 
but not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any related matters.

There are rumours of halal fees supporting terror, I have no idea on the truth of this, simply 
because no one will investigate it.  Obviously it needs to be investigated and if it is true action 
taken.

Halal fees are going to the Muslim community to build mosques is openly admitted.  I have no 
wish to support the Muslim Community's mosque building ventures.  Currently I am forced to 
against my will to do this, as I cannot source food with out halal certification fees.  

This is discrimination and a process to reimburse people who have, under duress or 
unknowingly paid these fees should be done and reimbursements paid for by the various halal 
certification companies.  

Except for the very basic checks on hygiene and so on, no certification or issue should cover ALL 
consumables it is obviously an abuse of the system. 

Other matters; 

There needs to be a community education campaign on people's right to their opinion and 
choice not to support halal certification.  Currently they are maligned as racist and bigoted by 
parts of the media, left wing of Australian politics and Muslim community.   This has spilled out 
into society and is disabling lives.  A person is faced with prejudice and exclusion in many 
aspects such as career, if openly against Halal certification.  

This is discrimination and needs to stop.  

An opinion on being forced to support a religion under duress is everybodies right equally. 

Again I remind I do not want my name or address published.  
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 Senate Standing Committees on Economics 
PO Box 6100 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600

1. Halal certification began in the 1960s with the concept meaning that all food was haram unless it is 
certified which is at odds with the Quran which was verbally revealed by Allah to Mohammed when 
he was 40 – 609 AD.

2. There are about 23 halal certification schemes in Australia but I am unaware of any labelling 
requirements.

3. The certification is supposed to convey that the product has been produced in accordance with Islamic 
religious practices.

4. Given that some producers have removed halal symbols from their products as a result of buyer 
complaints, I have problems in sourcing food that does not have halal certification as would the 98% 
of the Australian population who are not of the Islamic faith.

5. It is important to realise that certification applies to every aspect of production. From the producer 
(collection, packing transport) through processor (handling, processing, packing and transport) to 
retail outlet (storage and handling). The fees paid are one off but are ongoing and no one is prepared 
to say what is being paid for fear of reprisal. The fees are passed onto the consumer as business 
practice and is thus a religious tax.

6. The certification scheme is supposed to assist sales to Islamic countries but given that Muslims know 
what is halal and what is not the proposition is moot. Moreover, where doubt exists, by saying 
Bismillah (meaning "In the name of Allah" or "In the name of God") the food is deemed halal.

7. There appears to be very little information about the certification process and fees. It is known that it 
is a lucrative business with a deal of competition among the certifier. A certifier, Mohamed El-
Mouelhy, admitted in an interview that it made him very wealthy. Refer 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zZbC0zPoX2I.

I am not racist. I do not care who comes to Australia. I am old enough to remember European displaced 
persons immigrating to Australia. Those who came assimilated into our way of life. The only sectarian 
violence I can recall was between Serbians and Croatians following the Balkans war. All I ask is that obey 
our laws and that their religious practices are not forced upon me.

Without adequate and enforced labelling, I am unknowingly paying what amounts to a religious tax on 
the products I purchase. As one of the 98% of the Australian population not of the Islamic faith, I am being 
decimated against because of my faith.

Regards.

Russell F Wheeler

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zZbC0zPoX2I
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Third Party Certification of Food Submission 

Senate Standing Committees on Economics  

PO Box 6100 Parliament House  

Canberra ACT 2600    

 

To: Senate Economics References Committee     

Dear Committee Members: 

I wish to voice my concern, and objection to the Halal certification of food for the following reasons: 

 I believe this as an unnecessary and unwanted religious tax place on consumer food 

products. 

 Current food standards are sufficient for companies to produce food for human 

consumption; Halal certification does not provide any guarantee of improved food standards 

to benefit the consumer. 

 As a consumer I do not want to financially support an Islamic ideology in any way through 

my food purchases. 

 There is no government regulation on the certification practice from a third party. 

 I do not believe there is any government regulation to govern where money raised from 

Halal certification is used e.g. terrorist organisations, Islamic schools and Mosques which 

promote Islamic ideology. 

 I believe Halal slaughter methods are less humane and unwarranted in this enlightened age, 

and as such cause unnecessary pain and stress to the animals. 

 I object to the need for employment within the slaughter houses to be based on religious 

beliefs and affiliation. 

 I feel deceived by companies which pay for Halal certification and do not disclose the fact on 

the packaging; this prevents me as a consumer from making an informed choice when 

determining my purchase. 

 I accept ther may be a need for  Halal certification for companies to access international 

markets however my research indicates this is usually a small percentage of actual 

distribution, and I would like to see Halal certification solely for export destinations and not 

for the domestic consumption. 

As a person with Christian beliefs and living in a secular governed country, I am offended that my 

purchases have been blessed in the name of another faith which I do not support; as such if Halal 

certification cannot be banned in its entirety I would at least like the opportunity to make 

purchasing decisions based on the certification which should be disclosed on the package. 

Yours sincerely 

Stephen Pilkington 
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Third party certification of food – Submission

I would like to express my concern about religious certification of food in 
Australia and that food subsequently sold in virtually all supermarkets.  While 
my main issue is seeing Islamic certification very widely practiced by 
manufacturers and producers, I don’t believe any religion should be certifying 
food sold to the public as we are in general a secular population.  And, like the 
vast majority of Australians, do particularly have a problem with halal 
certification as that religion has little in common with the beliefs, customs, and 
ethics of the non-Muslim consumers.  While my understanding is that it is a fee 
paid to certify that food sold conforms to Muslim standards – in effect, it is a tax 
on the average consumer – albeit a very small one.  I don’t think non-Muslims 
should be subjected to it, or engage in the stealth financing of their dietary 
requirements and religion.  This small minority should be able to obtain their 
food needs from stores aimed at the Muslim consumer, much like Kosher shops 
we see around the world.

I hope this helps in your determinations.

Kind regards,
Charles Lacoste
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Australia is a multicultural and multi-religious country with a diverse population. Australia is also 
an important food exporter to many countries in the Asian region, and further afield, which are 
home to significant Muslim populations.
Of particular significance to observant Muslims is the consumption of Halal (or ‘lawful’) and the 
avoidance of Haram (or ‘unlawful’) food and drink.
Many Australian food manufacturers seek Halal certification of their facilities and processes, in 
order to label their products as Halal and ensure they are able to be enjoyed by Muslim consumers. 
In the same way that food labelled as vegan or gluten-free is suitable for consumption by a broad 
range of consumers, Halal certified foods are commonly enjoyed by non-Muslims.
For a product to be Halal, it must be as a whole, and in part:

free from any substance taken or extracted from a Haram animal or ingredient (e.g. pigs, 
dogs, carnivorous animals, animals not slaughtered in compliance with Islamic rites);
made, processed, manufactured and/or stored by using utensils, equipment and/or 
machinery that has been cleaned according to Islamic law (e.g. not cleaned with alcohol); 
and
free from contact with, or being close to, a Haram substance during preparation, 
manufacture, processing and storage (e.g. blood, alcohol, poisonous and intoxicating plants 
and insects such as worms and cockroaches).

Many foods and drinks, particularly those that do not contain meat or alcohol, are inherently 
compliant with Halal criteria. Official certification, which may be granted by accredited religious 
authorities in Australia, any claim of certification is however required before products are able to 
be labelled as such.
I would have thought Islam should be paying to certify products as halal so its people know they 
can eat it.
There is some confusion in the community about what Halal certification of food and drink means. 
The FAQ below seeks to provide clarification. Should you have questions about a specific product, 
it’s best to contact the manufacturer directly.

HALAL CERTIFICATION Q AND A
Can non-Muslim people consume Halal-certified food and drinks?
Absolutely. Certification simply assures observant Muslims that the food or drink complies with 
their religious rules around food content and preparation. In the same way that food labelled as 
vegan or gluten-free is suitable for consumption by a broad range of consumers, Halal certified 
foods are commonly enjoyed by non-Muslims.
A product I often buy has now been Halal certified – what has been done to it?
In many cases, existing manufacturing processes and product ingredients are already compliant 
with Halal standards. Halal certification in such cases simply allows the product to be offered for 
sale to observant Muslims, in addition to other consumers. In other cases, manufacturers may 
change production processes (for example, replacing alcohol as a cleaning agent with an 
alternative) or change ingredient/s in order to achieve certification. If you have a question about a 
specific product, it’s best to ask the manufacturer.
What does Halal certification mean?
For a product to be Halal, it must be as a whole, and in part:

free from any substance taken or extracted from a Haram animal or ingredient (e.g. pigs, 
dogs, carnivorous animals, animals not slaughtered in compliance with Islamic rites);



made, processed, manufactured and/or stored by using utensils, equipment and/or 
machinery that has been cleaned according to Islamic law (e.g. not cleaned with alcohol); 
and
free from contact with, or being close to, a Haram substance during preparation, 
manufacture, processing and storage (e.g. blood, alcohol, poisonous and intoxicating plants 
and insects such as worms and cockroaches).

Halal certification means that a product’s contents and manufacture has been endorsed by an 
accredited religious authority as meeting these standards.
Halal certification to business is a huge money spinner, and allows them to export overseas 
providing more business opportunity, however although understanding this,there are a number of 
issues to my mind.
1. Halal meat must be butchered by Muslim slaughter-man, this is exclusivity, this would not be 
allowed normally, yet because it is in the name of Islam they get away with it, but more than just 
that they also receive money certifying something is Halal and this means higher costs to each of 
us.
2. To beat it all though we are hearing they are certifying petrol as halal. This means nothing 
except to them getting even more money for their certification. Of course petrol without the 
certification is still halal by the very nature of the product, yet we are expected to see money going 
for a halal certification on products that are not contentious. Why should anyone accept to see 
money going to Islamic organisations for any product that exists regardless of whether their not 
even possibly haram or non halal.
The PM (and remember I have not been his greatest fan) is doing the right thing with getting tough 
on anti terror laws, and since he started Islam have started a campaign against him, this is most 
likely being paid for out of this halal certification windfall they are receiving from these fabricated 
halal certifications.
This is crazy the chase for the almighty dollar by business is meaning we pay more because of this 
certification and because they receive money from these certifications which I want to know why? 
After the original certification, their is no action required.  So why should anyone be expected to 
keep paying for certification? And for products that cannot be anything except halal, why pay for 
certification?
maybe we should look for Catholic, Anglican, certification etc, as at the moment the playing field is 
aimed at a relatively small organisation in Australia, yet we don't want them paid for stamping a 
product we will eat regardless of if it is halal. This is absolutely ridiculous and I believe the Govt. 
needs to address this issue.
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INQUIRY INTO THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATION OF FOOD 
 

SUBMISSION 
 
A. THE TERMS OF REFERENCE: MY COMMENTS 
1) The extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but 

not limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified 
food and general food safety certification schemes; 
a) I am not concerned about schemes relating to kosher, organic and genetically-

modified food, because these items are clearly labelled, and the consumers pay 
any costs passed on to them by the certification process.  

b) I am very concerned however about halal certification schemes because these 
items are not clearly labeled and the users, who are Australians in general and 
not only Muslims, directly or indirectly pay the costs passed on to them via 
the certification. 

c) Halal certification on food items, including pharmaceuticals and pet food, all 
baby food as well as raw materials in food production (for example, flour for 
making bread) is so widespread that between about 85% - 90% of packaged 
items sold in supermarkets and distributed in public institutions, hospitals and 
on aircraft, are halal certified, leaving the consumer little or no choice in 
avoiding them if they wish to. I and every other Australian deserve a choice, 
and we are not getting it.  

d) The widespread nature of halal certification and the lack of transparency about 
this are resulting in legal wrangles and unwanted resentment, in fact fury, 
among Australians. None of this is desirable for our country and its people. 

e) Halal certification schemes operating in Australia as well as being widespread 
and lacking transparency are many, varied and unregulated, a real mish-mash, 
making it impossible for our government to control them in their current form. 

f) There is also the issue of halal slaughter, which occurs currently in most 
abattoirs, which are halal compliant. Issues here include the inhumane 
methods of slaughter of the animals and the fact that the slaughterers must be 
male and Muslim, therefore with employment discrimination resulting. And 
again, the fact that the majority of meat is halal-slaughtered is resulting in 
limited choice for Australian consumers who don’t want this. 

2) Current labelling requirements of food certification schemes; 
a) Food producers and manufacturers are not compelled to label their items as 

halal certified. So they usually do not label their items.  
b) I also understand that if the food producers and manufacturers do label their 

items as halal certified, there is an extra cost in addition to the certification 
fees for them to pay. This obligation on the producers and manufacturers must 
further discourage labeling.  

3) The need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification 
fees; 
a) The non-compulsory requirement to label halal-certified products and the 

consequent absence of labelling means that for the majority of items sold in 
supermarkets all Australians, including Muslims, have no accurate 
information about whether or not they are halal certified. 

b) This leaves me almost zero choice if I wish to buy non-halal certified items 
c) This is a discriminatory practice, favouring one religion and discriminating 

against all non-Muslims.  
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4) Whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to 
make informed purchasing decisions; 
a) The current schemes of halal-certification, therefore, do not provide nearly 

enough information for Australian consumers to make informed decisions 
5) Details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, 

and the potential for these to impact on prices for consumers; 
a) The halal certification schemes are not regulated so the fees paid by food 

producers and manufacturers vary immensely and in most cases appear to be 
extremely high.  

b) Possibly large multi-national companies, for example Nestles, can afford to 
pay high fees, but I believe smaller companies find the fees difficult to pay 
and if they default in these the penalties are exorbitantly high, 

c) This must surely lead to higher prices for consumers. 
6) The importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access 

and returns to producers; 
a) I understand that halal-certification is important to food producers and 

manufacturers in relation to their export market and I do not begrudge them 
their potential profits from this. However, Australians are the domestic 
market, not the export market, therefore the overwhelming majority of 
Australian consumers, the non-Muslims, are being targeted and discriminated 
against 

7) The extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers 
including, but not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; 
and any related matters. 
a) There is very little information available to the public about the halal 

certifiers. What information there is, is veiled in secrecy. And most 
manufacturers either hide their certification label or do not label at all.  

b) The media does not report the certification schemes accurately and appears 
biased in favour of the certifiers and against those concerned about the halal 
certification schemes. 

c) Most of the official spokespeople in our government, meaning politicians and 
including our prime minister, dismiss the concerns of those protesting the 
schemes while appearing to be grossly misinformed about them.  

d) To me the biggest issue in halal certification is what the certification fees are 
used for. Firstly there is no transparency in where the fees from the 
certification schemes end up. Secondly, there is the definite possibility that 
they end up in the hands of the Muslim Brotherhood and terrorists. Thirdly, 
even if the fees do not end with terrorists, they are still used to support Islam, 
be it Islamic schools, mosques or genuine charities or, in a ridiculous example, 
buying shoes for the wife of a prominent certifier. But Islam is not my religion 
nor is it the religion of 97% of Australians. So here is a minority religion 
getting preferential treatment over all others. Furthermore, Islam in Australia 
displays questionable aims and practices at best, and many aspects of it have 
the potential to endanger the Australian community and harmony within it.   

e) Halal certification impacts on the religious freedom for all Australians. By all 
Australians I include the adherents of other religions living here, for example 
Sikhs who are not permitted halal food, and practicing Christians who do not 
wish to eat food dedicated to Allah, to name just two of the various religions 
affected.  
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f) As for me, I want and I have the democratic right to an informed choice as to 
whether or not to buy products that enable ANY religion, be it Christian, 
Hindu, Buddhist, Islam or whatever else.  Therefore, by the absence of 
labeling combined with widespread use of halal certification, I am being 
denied that informed choice. 

g) Also I am a diabetic, so with my food choices more limited and my 
pharmaceutical needs more specific than with many Australians, the 
limitations on what I am willing to purchase are many and potentially 
damaging to my health. Unfortunately the Coles and Woolworth’s 
supermarkets that are closest to where I live are quite small and stock very few 
non-halal certified items, making my choice extremely limited. 
 

B. MY SUGGESTIONS FOR SOLVING THE PROBLEM 
Since it is undesirable and impractical to ban halal certification altogether in 
Australia, I suggest the following: 

i. The user, in most cases meaning Muslim consumers and not the rest of the 
population of Australia, must be made to pay for the certification. 

ii. Labelling of all halal certified items must become mandatory. Furthermore 
the labels must be easy to read before purchase and opening of the items.  

iii. Items sold in Australia especially at chain supermarkets e.g. Coles, 
Woolworths and IGA, should be aimed at domestic consumption only and 
therefore only the minimum of these be halal certified. Especially not 
certified should be items naturally halal, such as water, fruit juice, honey and 
pet food, to name but a few.  

iv. Items aimed at the export market, especially to countries with high Muslim 
populations, could be halal certified without restriction but not sold in 
domestic markets.  

v. There must be complete transparency in halal certification methods and 
where the fees for these go.  

vi. Workplace discrimination must end in regard to employment in animal 
slaughter as well as other areas involved in the halal food production and 
distribution chain. 

 
Thank you.  
31st July 2015 
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Concerns:

d).  details regarding certification fees paid by food producers 
and/or manufacturers, and the potential for these to impact on 
prices for consumers; 

We should be applying The 'User Pays' Principle 
If observant Muslims insist on special rituals and halal certification for their 
food, then Islamic community organisations should provide these services and 
cover the fees and extra expenses for our suppliers. Religion is always a 
contentious issue and should never be imposed onto others.

c). the need for labelling on products produced by companies that 
pay certification fees; 

d)  whether current schemes provide enough information for 
Australian consumers to make informed purchasing decisions; 

We need to Insist On Clear Labelling:
All products and services from halal-certified suppliers should be clearly labelled 
by one standard symbol. This way the consumer can recognise when meat, meat-
based products or other products and services come from halal-certified sources. 
Australian consumers can then make a conscious decision.

I'm particularly angered that numerous food companies that don't put the halal 
symbol on their packaging. This is deceptive. Also, I would have NO ISSUE with 
halal certification if the certifying bodies themselves PAID for the certification. I 
believe in a "user pays" principle. Or alternatively Byron Bay can give equal 
money to EVERY OTHER religious denomination as well. Why discriminate 
against other religions. You are paying an UNNECESSARY fee, which in turn is 
passed on, to your customers. Money raised by Halal Certification goes towards 
"zakat" which funds the building of new mosques, dawah, among other things. So 
purchasers of halal products are funding the Islamic religion. Many companies 
are choosing NOT to display their halal certification due to public backlash, so 
why aren’t the Muslim consumers asking for CLEARER packaging? Now other 
companies are getting everything certified...water, cat food, leather shoes, 
cosmetics, and vitamins. These food companies are purposely deceiving public. 
They know there has been a public backlash against halal certification. The 
companies say that halal certification is a marketing tool…if it is a marketing tool, 
why leave the symbol off your products? 

a). the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in 
Australia including, but not limited to, schemes related to organic, 



kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and general food 
safety certification schemes; 

I am concerned about Workplace Discrimination:
In many Australian abattoirs only Muslim males can now find employment as 
slaughterers. Non-Muslims and women are considered haram - unclean. This is 
sharia law, manifest in discrimination on gender and religious grounds, applied 
with consent of AQIS and DAFF. However, I understand that ritually prepared 
meat is important to some religious Australians. To this end we propose that, 
similar to religious schools for which Australia permits some exemptions from 
non-discrimination laws, abattoirs wishing to conduct ritual slaughter must be 
owned and operated by a recognised religious organisation.

http://www.qsociety.org.au/downloads/role_of_aqis.pdf
http://www.qsociety.org.au/downloads/DAFF_meat_notice.pdf
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My concerns are:

Halal certification - I am registering my opposition to Halal certification for food sold in Australia. This 
certification imposes additional costs for both growers and producers which is then passed onto every 
consumer who purchases these products. I have very grave concerns that the Islamic Council is able to 
get away with such standover tactics of imposing payments/bribes/tax on companies, in particular our 
vital food industries. 

 If Muslims require this certification and growers and producers want to enter that market then these 
foods should be labeled VERY, VERY CLEARLY and SOLD IN A SEPARATE AREA/ISLE so consumers who do 
not require this have a choice. 

Clear LABELING  - I want clear labeling indicating what is in the product, where the product/content has 
been grown, calories, fat content, free range etc. It is very important for me to purchase Australian 
grown. If it is packaged/canned in Australia I want to know country of origin for the products/content.
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Senate Estimates Committee – Economics

To Whom It May Concern.

I write to you about the third party certifications of food and in particular, religious certifications. I 
object to unregulated certification of foods to a religious body, organisation or third party where the 
products are not labelled as such. I wish to exercise my freedom of choice when selecting the 
products I buy, and the values my money will financially support. The fact that the food providers 
aren’t legally compelled to disclose the information I want to receive in order to select the products I 
buy is unacceptable. 

The human resource practices which discriminate against the general population in favour of specific 
religions as part of a role description of a non-religious body such as is the case currently with the 
position of slaughterman at halal certified abattoirs, is unacceptable. The fact that the beliefs of my 
religion are being considered second best to another person’s belief system in the practice of 
offering an animal to someone else’s religious beliefs is unacceptable. I believe all people should be 
able to practice their own religion, or not practice any religion. This is an inalienable human right and 
non-regulation of this industry is anathema to this right.

There once was a time, when you could visit a halal butchers shop, and by walking in the door, you 
could make your own decision on whether you supported their community or not. Now, we have 
companies actively obfuscating the issue because they belief someone will not buy their product if 
they disagree with the values they support. To me, this is not acceptable. Give me appropriate 
labelling, so I can choose what products I put into my shopping basket and pay for out of my own 
wallet. If there are not products that are not certified as such, I believe there will be products that 
enter the market to fill this niche. And they are products I will buy with my money.

I personally believe that any move to certify any product for religious criteria should be done solely 
by a government body, and paid to the government body only. Any product that contains meats or 
their relevant by-products that have been sacrificed to a specific religious criteria needs to be 
labelled accordingly and this needs to be enforced under food legislation just like the multitude of 
other food laws. Anything less than this is unacceptable and discriminatory to my religion, other 
religions, and those wishing to not practice any religion.

Thank you for this senate committee to consider my submission. I hope that all belief systems are 
considered equally and there is no compromise to any one of them at the expense to the others. 

Regards
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Submission on Halal certification

My submission is based on a number of factors relating to (1) Ethical concerns (2) Religious 
(3) Equity and fairness (4) economic

The most compelling reason for opposing this practice is that it is little more than a money 
making scam, the proceeds of which contribute towards a POLITICAL IDEOLOGY which 
openly seeks to undermine our values and culture. It is demonstrably a scam because there 
is ample information available to refute the suggestion that Muslims must eat only Halal 
food. It is stated in Islamic scripture and has been clarified by Islamic leaders in recent times 
that if the source of the food is unknown, then a simple “blessing” with suffice; much like a 
Christian might say “Grace” before a meal. This above fact is confirmed by Saudi Arabian Islamic 
Scholars.
http://www.albawaba.com/editorch.../halal-food-muslim-462768
“Muslims are allowed to eat food prepared or cooked without prayers… and this is agreed on by Muslims 
scholars,”

Companies paying this modern day equivalent of “protection money” say that they don’t 
pass on the cost to consumers. One would have to be very naïve to believe that, as we all 
know that businesses are there to make money and all products are priced according to the 
cost base. I strongly object to paying for a practice that I am philosophically opposed to.

Where does the money go? It is widely known that the money is either funnelled straight 
into the pocket of the certifier as a private business all the while paying no tax as it is 
wrongly classified as being “Religious”. Islam is a political ideology wrapped in a thin skin of 
religion. Anyone who reads Islamic doctrine can easily confirm this fact for themselves. 
Some of the money goes towards building Mosques and promoting Islam in this country. As 
a strong opponent of Islam and its plans to infiltrate this country you can imagine my 
displeasure at having to contribute to the “white-anting” of Australian values and culture.

There is obviously no guarantee that some of the money does not find its way to fund 
radical groups and terrorist organisations. Islam is the only group that has this facet to their 
organisation. I have no problem with the 7th Day Adventists, Mormons, Buddhists etc. or 
organic food certifiers funding projects allied to their beliefs. They do not have a Terrorist 
arm or preach hatred of non-believers (Kafirs) It is highly insulting and frustrating to hear 
apologists compare Halal to Organic. There is NO COMPARISON.

Ethical issues include the horrific treatment of animals being slaughtered in the most 
barbaric and inhumane way. It’s interesting to note that live animal export was banned due 
to animal welfare concerns, yet the very same people who voiced concerns about cruel 
treatment of animals are inexplicably silent on the inhumane slaughter being performed in 
the name of Halal.

Free choice is a huge issue which needs to be addressed, as the majority of the population 
should not have to consume food prepared for an (alleged 2%) tiny minority. We should 
have the choice but it seems we are being bullied into having no choice. Why is this country 
so keen to appease a small minority at every turn? 

http://www.albawaba.com/editorchoice/halal-food-muslim-462768


Halal is one of the first steps in the Islamisation of a country. This is probably one of the 
most compelling reasons why it should be banned. Muslim leaders will start planning the 
next step and try to have Sharia courts holding jurisdiction over Muslim enclaves. This has 
happened in Europe and is already happening in Great Britain, France and Sweden. I do not 
wish to see this happening here.  Islamisation must be stopped and banning Halal would be 
a step in the right direction. 

Refugees and immigrants should be grateful for the asylum, freedom and overly generous 
welfare system Australia provides. Most Australians believe that loyalty and integration are 
essential elements to settlement here. It seems inconceivable that people would come to 
this country seeking refuge from a broken country, then seek to impose their ways on us 
and try to turn our country into the same Hell hole they came from. Fundamental Islam, 
Sharia, Child marriage, FGM etc. have no place in Western society and Halal is a proven first 
step in the process of Islamisation of a country. Yes there have been Mosques and Muslims 
in Australia for many years but things have changed since those early days. There was no 
Muslim Brotherhood fifty years ago, no ISIL, no Al Qaida, and no Saudi Oil money funding a 
world-wide caliphate. 

I urge the committee to realise the implications of this “first step” in appeasement of 
Fundamental Islam. No I do not wish to “submit” to Islam, and do not wish to support the 
Political ideology of conquest. I implore the committee to recommend the abolition of Halal 
certification and removal of charity/religious status of a Political organisation.

 And the last word to anyone else reading this; NO I AM NOT A RACIST. Islam is not a race. 
How can you convert to a race? If you could I’d become an Inuit Eskimo. 



http://islamqa.info/en/88206
Islam Question and Answer
General Supervisor: Shaykh Muhammad Saalih al-Munajjid

I know that it is essential to say the name of Allaah when slaughtering animals that 

are to be eaten, and that it is not permissible to eat from that over which the name of 

Allaah has not been mentioned, but sometimes a Muslim has to travel to a non-Muslim 

country and stay there for several years, for work or study. Should he refrain from 

eating meat completely for this length of time or in this case is he regarded as 

compelled by necessity to eat meat or is it sufficient to say the name of Allaah at the 

time of eating?.

Praise be to Allaah.

Firstly: 

Saying the name of Allaah is a condition of meat being halaal, and it is not excused by 

forgetting or not knowing, according to the most correct scholarly opinion. See the 

answer to question no. 85669 (Saying Bismillaah in order to meat to be halaal)? 

Secondly:  

Meat slaughtered by one of the people of the Book (a Jew or a Christian) is permissible 

subject to two conditions: 

1 – That the meat be slaughtered as a Muslim does it, but cutting the throat and 

oesophagus and letting the blood flow. If the animal is killed by strangling or electric 

shock or drowning in water, its meat is not permissible. Similarly, if a Muslim does 

that, the meat is not permissible. 

2 – No name other than that of Allaah should be mentioned over it, such as the name 

of the Messiah etc, because Allaah says (interpretation of the meaning): 

http://islamqa.info/en/85669


“Eat not (O believers) of that (meat) on which Allaah’s Name has not been pronounced 

(at the time of the slaughtering of the animal)”

[al-An’aam 6:121] 

And He says concerning haraam things (interpretation of the meaning): 

“He has forbidden you only the Maytah (dead animals), and blood, and the flesh of 

swine, and that which is slaughtered as a sacrifice for others than Allaah (or has been 

slaughtered for idols, on which Allaah’s Name has not been mentioned while 

slaughtering)”

[al-Baqarah 2:173] 

Shaykh Ibn ‘Uthaymeen (may Allaah have mercy on him) said:  

What is meant here is that over which a name other than that of Allaah is mentioned 

at the time of slaughter, such as saying “in the name of the Messiah” or “in the name 

of Muhammad” or “in the name of Jibreel” or “in the name of al-Laat” and so on. End 

quote from Tafseer Soorat al-Baqarah. 

The prohibition also applies to that which is offered as a sacrifice to the Messiah or to 

al-Zahrah, even if they did not mention a name other than that of Allaah over it. It is 

also haraam. 

Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyah (may Allaah have mercy on him) said:  As for that which 

is slaughtered by the people of the Book for their festivals and as an act of worship to 

draw closer to someone other than Allaah, as the Muslims offer their sacrifices to draw 

closer to Allaah thereby, such as what they slaughter for the Messiah and al-Zahrah, 

there are two reports narrated from Ahmad concerning that, the most well known of 

which in his texts is that it is not permissible to eat it, even if the name of someone 

other than Allaah has not been mentioned over it. The prohibition on doing that was 



narrated from ‘Aa’ishah and ‘Abd-Allaah ibn ‘Umar. End quote from Iqtida’ al-Siraat al-

Mustaqeem (1/251). 

Thirdly: 

If a Muslim or a kitaabi (Jew or Christian) slaughters an animal for meat, and it is not 

known whether he mentioned the name of Allaah over it or not, it is permissible to eat 

from it, and the one who eats it should say the name of Allaah, because of the report 

that was narrated by al-Bukhaari (2057) from ‘Aa’ishah (may Allaah be pleased with 

her), that some people said: O Messenger of Allaah, some people bring meat to us, and 

we do not know whether they mentioned the name of Allaah over it or not. The 

Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: “Mention the 

name of Allaah over it and eat.” 

Shaykh Ibn ‘Uthaymeen (may Allaah have mercy on him) said: It is not essential to 

ask about that which was slaughtered by a Muslim or a kitaabi, and how it was 

slaughtered, and whether the name of Allaah was mentioned over it or not. Rather 

that should not be done, because that is being obstinate in religious matters. The 

Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) ate meat slaughtered by the Jews 

and did not ask questions. In Saheeh al-Bukhaari and elsewhere it is narrated from 

‘Aa’ishah (may Allaah be pleased with her) that some people said to the Prophet 

(peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him): Some people bring meat to us, and we 

do not know whether they mentioned the name of Allaah over it or not. The Messenger 

of Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: “Mention the name of 

Allaah over it and eat.” She said: They were new in Islam, and the Prophet (peace and 

blessings of Allaah be upon him) told them to eat without asking, even though those 

who brought the meat to them may not have been aware of the rulings of Islam 

because they were new in Islam. End quote fromRisaalah fi Ahkaam al-Udhiyah wa’l-

Dhakaah by Shaykh Ibn ‘Uthaymeen (may Allaah have mercy on him). 



Fourthly: 

Based on the above, whoever travels to a non-Muslim country where most of those 

who slaughter meat are Christians or Jews, it is permissible for him to eat their meat, 

unless he knows that they stun the animals or mention over them the name of 

someone other than Allaah, as stated above. 

But if the slaughterman is an idol-worshipper or communist, it is not permissible to 

eat meat slaughtered by him.  

If the meat is haraam, it is not permissible to eat from it on the grounds of necessity, 

so long as a person can find food to keep him alive, such as fish, vegetables and so on. 

Shaykh ‘Abd al-Rahmaan al-Barraak (may Allaah preserve him) said: “The meats 

available in kaafir countries are of various types. As for fish, it is halaal in all cases, 

because its being halaal does not depend on the way in which it is slaughtered or on 

the name of Allaah being mentioned over it. 

With regard to other types of meat, if the companies or individuals who produce meat 

are people of the Book, Jews or Christians, and it is not known from them that they kill 

the animal by electric shock, strangling or striking it on the head, as is well known in 

the west, then this meat is halaal. Allaah says (interpretation of the meaning): 

“Made lawful to you this day are At-Tayyibaat [all kinds of Halaal (lawful) foods, which 

Allaah has made lawful (meat of slaughtered eatable animals, milk products, fats, 

vegetables and fruits)]. The food (slaughtered cattle, eatable animals) of the people 

of the Scripture (Jews and Christians) is lawful to you and yours is lawful to them”
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Dear Sir/Madam, 

I would like to express my concerns with regards to halal certification in 

Australia. I made a conscious decision many years ago to abandon Christianity 

and to not follow any other form of religion. I find halal certified food 

abhorrent to me based on my beliefs. As an Australian, I demand the right to 

be free from any religious practice being forced upon me. It is becoming 

increasing harder to find products sold in supermarkets without halal 

certification. Companies also choose not to display the certification clearly on 

the product. When purchasing a product I demand to know the truth behind 

what is in the product, where it comes from and any religious certification that 

is placed upon it. 

Halal certification also involves animals subjected to barbaric slaughtering 

practices in the name of religion. How this barbaric practice can be given 

exemption due to religious beliefs is beyond me. These outrageous halal 

certification fees must surely be passed back onto the consumer. The fees and 

charges for this certification are also confidential. From my point of view, I 

have this religious belief thrust upon me and I'm paying for the privilege. 

Our Prime Minister, Mr Tony Abbott is quoted as saying that halal certification 

doesn't hurt anyone. My response to this comment is that pork, animal blood 

and alcohol found in these products don't hurt anyone either. Halal 

certification is a relatively new concept and their religion has survived without 

it for centuries. Why are we forced to pay for and accept this religious 

certification for such a small portion of our population? 

Submitted for your consideration 

Regards 
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Submission to the Enquiry into Third Party Certification of Food

Currently there are no laws mandating that certified food or services show if and to what standards 
they have been certified to, if at all.

With the recent explosion of  Halal Certification of Food and Services in Australia there needs to be 
changes to labeling laws to allow people to make informed decisions when purchasing these products

I Believe these factors need to be considered in regard to product labeling as a basic Australian right.

1. Labeling laws need to specify that these labels be of a certain size and be clearly seen on the
outside of the product, not put inside behind a flap that can only be seen once the product has been 
opened, as is the case with some products at the moment.

2. Since Halal Certification is a religious requirement for some members of the community is should
be applied to the food and services that those people use and the costs associated with it borne by 
them, not the general community.  Halal Certification is a religious act and most members of the 
community do not need it.  Some may even be offended by it or even find personal conflict by having 
it applied to their food (or service).  For that reason it must be clearly and distantly labeled as such.

3. The Australian food quality standards are amongst the best in the world and do not need
certification by another governance body, particularly when that body has its origins in and is based 
on practices from the Middle East where food standards are not necessarily equal to those of 
Australia.  In Australia any certification should be to Australian Standards and controlled by a 
Government  department  including Halal certification.

4. To enable people to make informed decisions, it is mandated by law that labeling of all food has to
show where is produced and the ingredients it is made from.  Likewise, it must show the nutritional 
information of the product .  So in a similar manner, labeling should clearly show the standard(s) it has 
been made or certified too, whether this be a manufacturing, quality or religious standard, eg Halal

5. Laws would need to prescribe fines for non observance of labeling requirements and a mandated
requirement for the reimbursement of returned goods that have indistinct or misleading labeling in this 
regard.

6. That "user pays" be the operational model , in that domestic consumers do not pay for products
that may require additional certification for say export or specialised domestic  markets and  
manufactures must be accountable and be able to show this 

Signed        31/7/2015
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Senate Standing Committees on Economics
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600

To whom it may concern,

RE: SENATE ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE ENQUIRY INTO THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATION OF FOOD

First of all we would like to thank you all for the opportunity for all Australians to express their opinions on 
third party certification.  The following points outline the concerns we have regarding third party food certification.

OUR CONCERNS REGARDING THIRD PARTY FOOD CERTIFICATIONS:

1. In regards to Halal certification, 97% of the population are paying for something that only 3% of the 
population want.  Due to health conditions, we need to buy gluten and lactose free foods.  We must pay a premium 
for these foods, just like we would if we wanted to buy organic vegetables, or free range eggs.  Because we are not 
part of the majority, we do not expect all foods to be made gluten and lactose free, then have the entire population 
pay for it.
2. Halal certifications are often hidden.  Many products are not labelled, and companies can be defensive or 
even downright hostile when questioned about their certification status.  If they are proud of their product and their 
certification status, then what have they got to hide?
3. The amount that companies (and therefore, consumers) are paying for Halal certification is also hidden.  
Many certifiers use confidentiality as a way around giving out details of certification fees, but other certifiers, such as 
Kosher, make fees publicly known.
4. Due to the fact that companies are not compelled to mark their products with a certification label, nor must 
they answer any questions regarding their certification status, consumers are not able to make clear, concise, and 
informed choices when purchasing products.
5. As far as we’re aware, Halal certifiers are unregulated, private organisations.  Those who run these 
organisations, such as Mr Mohamed Elmouelhy from the Halal Certification Authority Australia, refuse to publicly 
state how much the certification fees are, or where the fees go.  Speculation varies from supporting terrorism 
overseas, to supporting local Islamic charities, schools and mosques, to even Mr Elmouelhy stating that the fees 
“subsidise my life style” or pay for his wife’s million dollar shoe habit.  Regardless of where these fees go, as part of 
the 97% of the non-Muslim Australian population, we don’t believe we should have to subsidise ANY of these.  
6. Halal (and Kosher) slaughter are less “humane” than other slaughter methods.  By not giving animals an 
irreversible stun prior to having their throats slit, it has the potential to cause increased distress to the animal. In this 
day and age, animal slaughter should be done in the most compassionate way possible, and all evidence shows that 
involves an irreversible stun.
7. Many companies are paying for Halal certification because they have supposedly been told it will increase 
their Muslim clientele – even companies who are paying for products that are Haram (permissible for Muslims to 
consume) just because of the nature of the product.  Why does white milk, bread, milk chocolate, cat food, sanitary 
pads, etc need certification?  They don’t.  So why are all Australians paying for it?  (And while people can say that 
you can choose to buy labels that aren’t certified, how do you do that if all of the main milk producers, or cheese 
producers, etc, in Australia certified?  It leaves little choice.)
8. Any food that has been genetically-modified must be clearly labelled.  While research to date may have 
shown that there are no detrimental effects to health when eating these types of foods, everyone is entitled to be 
able to make an informed choice about what foods they are eating.  They are not able to do this without adequate 
labelling.
9. While not mentioned in the Terms of Reference, we am also concerned about the free range claims that 
many egg producers are now claiming.  We always buy free range eggs, as we believe in being as compassionate as 
possible to animals.  We find it very difficult to believe that companies, and there are many, would have cage eggs, 
barn laid eggs, and free range eggs. The “free range” definition is  supposed to have a certain amount of hens per 
hectare, but this is proving difficult to police.

WHAT ARE OUR RECOMMENDATIONS?



1. Ban all religious certifications.  In Australia we have a separation between  Church and State.  Anyone who is 
concerned with ingredients, or processing methods, is able to contact individual companies, or read ingredient 
labels, to determine if the product is able to be consumed.
2. Barring that, do away with all private certification companies.  Instead, form a new section of government 
that is completely transparent in the certification process, and charges fees that are put back into the public sector 
that will benefit ALL Australians.
3. Require all companies who are certified to have a single, government certification label (for each 
certification, for example, one symbol for Halal certified, one for Kosher, one for organic, etc) on all products that 
have been certified, so individuals can make an informed choice when buying.
4. Ban any slaughter methods that do not involve an irreversible stun.  
5. Ban all cage chickens, and have more stringent checks on farms that claim to be free range.

We thank you for taking the time to read our thoughts on the matter, and look forward to the outcome of 
the Senate Committee.
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John and Christine Drew

July 31, 2015

Dear Committee members,

RE: HALAL CERTIFICATION OF PRODUCTS IN AUSTRALIA

We would like the following points considered in regard to Halal Certification of foods within 
Australia.

While we respect the right of all Australians to practice the Religion of their choice, we do not wish 
to fund ANY Religion via a percentage of the cost of goods we purchase. Halal Certification fees are 
used to Fund Mosques and Islamic Schools and in some cases have been found to be channelled 
overseas to help fund Terrorist Organisations such as ISIS. Therefore to protect consumers from 
funding the expansion of any Religion, especially those which are completely at odds with Australian 
beliefs and values such as Islam the Government should assume responsibility for all Certification. 
Clear labelling should be made compulsory on all products so that consumers can easily choose 
whether they wish to purchase and consume food which has been dedicated to a Religion, a false 
God or Terrorism. Furthermore Halal slaughter should be banned as it is barbaric, cruel and 
resembles a sacrifice to the Devil. Animal rights should outweigh any religious practice which hides 
behind its religious beliefs in order to get away with animal torture in a country which finds it 
abhorrent!

Yours Sincerely,

John Drew Christine Drew
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31 July 2015 

Senate Standing Committees on Economics

PO Box 6100

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Dear Colleagues,

Re: Halal Certification Inquiry

I refer to the above matter and provide a brief response.

My family do not purchase Halal certified products because we:

1. Refuse to condone the inhumane slaughter practices;
2. Refuse to support any religion either financially or non-financially without our full consent;
3. Refuse to  condone Sharia Law and it’s practices;
4. Refuse to consume or use products blessed to what we consider a false idol;
5. Believe Halal certification is unnecessary.

At present the current labelling of Halal certified products is inconsistent and misleading.  I note that 
many products are not labelled as Halal. For example, recently we discovered Woolworths brand 
milk is certified Halal, however is not labelled as such. 

As noted above, our family do not purchase Halal products for personal and spiritual beliefs.  We 
were highly offended and felt misled when we discovered we had supported the Halal industry.  

In our respectful view, all products that are Halal should be clearly marked as such to enable 
consumer’s free choice when purchasing products.  

I thank-you for taking the time to consider this submission and trust our families values will be 
considered with the respect seemingly afforded to members of the Islamic faith. 

Kind regards,
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31st July 2015

Senate Standing Committees on Economics
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600

Phone: +61 2 6277 3540
Fax: +61 2 6277 5719
economics.sen@aph.gov.au

RE:  THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATION OF FOOD

My submission to the enquiry is as follows:

I would like full and complete labelling as to all and any third party certification schemes.  

I am concerned with full disclosure as to genetically modified food in the food chain i.e. whether the 
food being labelled contains any ingredients that may contain genetically modified components 
such as prepared food containing soy, corn, etc., or meat products wherein the animal has been 
fed genetically modified foods.  As an example a large percentage of soy and corn grown is from 
genetically modified seeds and these foods and their by-products entering into the food chain flow 
through to the finished food product or food such as meat.  For health reasons I, along with others, 
avoid genetically modified organisms completely and require labelling for same.  

I am concerned with full disclosure as to foods labelled as organic.  I need to know that all non 
pure ingredients are nowhere in the food chain when goods are labelled organic.  I have read that 
some third party certification schemes do not adhere to this with the threat that, particularly from 
America, genetically modified organisms will or could be considered natural, which they are not 
whatsoever.  

I am concerned with full disclosure as to third party certifications schemes based on religion.  It is 
completely against my religion to support any other religion and consequently want full disclosure 
on all goods where a third party organisation is being supported.  

I have grave concerns particularly when it concerns halal certification schemes.  I am concerned as 
to what happens to all and any monies raised via this system.  I believe some foods that are never 
not halal are being labelled as halal raising the issue that this is just a money making scheme to 
support a religion that I have no intention of supporting whatsoever.  

Further I object to halal slaughtering methods which have no place in Australia.  I question the 
necessity of this practice particularly since I have read that all foods may be prayed over to make 
them halal.

I am concerned that the third party certification schemes for halal and the associated certifiers 
impart costs at their determination upon food producers and/or manufacturers that are directly 
passed onto consumers who do not support halal.  

I am concerned that these fees for halal certification are levied against the food producers and/or 
manufacturers who export and are calculated as a form of blackmail in that no fees no market for 
export.  This whole process is not transparent and as such can be considered as extortion and 
should not be allowed whatsoever.  Further I submit that all fees paid and funds collected by sale 
and/or distribution of foods certified halal may well, as has been reported, end up in the hands of 
those who are determined to undermine and commit terrorists attacks on all those who neither 
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support or do oppose their religion referred to as Islam or Muslim or those that follow Muhammad.   
I am concerned that these fees so collected are being paid for by Australian shoppers as well as 
the recipients of the foods in the overseas market.   

I appreciate that foods manufactured for export into a market that demands halal certification may 
well need to be certified.  In this circumstance I believe government impartial certification should 
suffice with the associated costs born by those who request same and passed directly onto those 
that purchase the goods with no impact upon those who do not.  

I believe that the collection of third party certifications fees should be completely transparent and 
the distribution of the collected funds be subject to submission for public scrutiny.  

I conclude that I want full disclosure as to third party certifications for both health and religious 
reasons.  
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Graham Wines

Cell 

The Senate Standing Committees on Economics

PO Box 6100

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Senate Inquiry Third Party Certification of Food

Dear Sir/Madam,

Thank you for the opportunity to make a submission to the Senate Committee 
as a basis for giving further oral evidence at a public hearing. 

I am an Australian and I have a view about halal certification on foods.
It is my view that the business of halal certification surpasses anything that I 
have read in the Koran and the Hadiths.
The extent to which this particular certification scheme has found its way into 
the Australian food supply chain is extraordinary.
I personally do not accept that Halal killed animals are killed in a more 
humane way than the Australian Standard stunning system. From the 
evidence I have seen, both on the media, and from my own extensive travels 
throughout the Muslim world, the animal is of least concern in the slaughter 
process. Measured evidence is clear that halal killed animals exhibit higher 
levels of toxins in the meat than all other slaughtering methods. Kosher killing 
having the lowest level of toxins. This measure is directly related to the fear 
and anxiety of the beast before the slaughter. It is asserted by food scientists 
that the higher level of toxins can have a detrimental effect on human 
consumers.
As for halal certification of other food types and the food transport vehicles 
they are carried in, this is purely opportunism. There is no classical reference 
to any other foods or their method of conveyance in any of the scriptures that I 
have read. (I have read extensively on this matter).
My issue with halal certification is that no one but the certifiers and their 
agents benefit from this and there is a cost attached to the certification 
process that is being born by all Australian consumers whether we like it or 
not.
I have heard the argument that Australian manufacturers exporting their 
products to Muslim countries feel obliged to engage in the certification 
schemes to secure their export market. That’s tantamount to blackmail. 
If, as with the kosher labelling scheme, a food inspector were employed to 
ensure that banned foods did not enter the product manufacturing chain, I 
would accept the idea that a small payment was made for the employment of 
that food inspector. From all that I have seen, halal certifiers do not employ 



food inspectors to watch over the manufacturing process. Indeed, their 
absence from all food manufacturers in Australia and internationally is 
patently clear. I have never seen a food inspector present in any halal certified 
producer. This is in stark contrast to the constant supervision that I have seen 
at all kosher producer’s establishments. 
The underlying issues are philosophical.
Are their any banned foods and does halal certification guarantee that they 
are not present?
Answer – No.
Is there a religious law that controls how various foods are brought together 
and does halal certification guarantee that they are not brought together?
Answer – No.
Is there a process by which animals are slaughtered in the least painful and 
stressful way and does halal certification guarantee that they are slaughtered 
in the least painful and stressful way?
Answer – No.

The solution to this obsequious practise lies in food labelling.
In my supermarket there is a section selling kosher food. It is more expensive 
and I can buy it or not according to my taste, pocket and ideology.
Halal foods should be the same. I, the consumer, should have the choice to 
buy or not according to my taste, pocket and ideology. This is not the present 
situation.
Food labelling needs to be clear.
Halal certification should be controlled to prevent extortion and blackmail.
With accurate food labelling, halal certification should be redundant.
Thank you
Graham Wines 



ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 1325

Submission Details: Ms Lynne Wilding





 
 

From:  
Sent: Saturday, 25 July 2015 5:25 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Food Certification Scheme Enquiry
 
Dear Sir,

a.  The extent of food certification schemes in Australia
      ALL certification schemes and certifiersof food products intended for sale in Australia, should clearly state
 their certification and type.  I would ask the question; are all the 
      certification schemes necessary?  Or are they an inducement to enhance bigger profits?

b.  Current labelling of food certification schemes
      Should provide clear information.  It should be compulsory for all food products to be labelled according to
 whether the ingredients are genetically modified, organic, Kosher or       Halal.

c.   The need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees
       The need is to provide, on the product's label,  clear and correct information, to allow the consumer to
 make an informed choice. 

d.    Whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers purchasing decisions
        "NO" Consumers have the right to know exactly what they are purchasing.  They also need to know
 whether the product and/or producers are subject to certification fees
       and if so, how would this effect the purchase price?       

 
.
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31/07/2015

Dear Sirs/Madams,
I wish to make this submission to the Senate Inquiry into Third 
Party Certification of foods within Australia.
An inquiry into Third Party Certification of Foods within Australia 
should be about truth in labeling of
Australian Foods. If foods that are certified by third parties for 
non-therapeutic reasons are clearly labeled as
such, the Australian consumer will be able to knowingly decide if 
they wish to purchase such foods, thereby
contributing to those certification organisations.
In the last six months I have become aware of the huge number of 
foods in our food supply chain that are halal
certified. Most of those foods are naturally halal and don’t need 
certification; items such as milk, seafood,
cereals, breads, farinaceous foods, fruit juices, chocolates and 
sweets etc. To be certified, the
manufacturers/producers of these foods need to pay fees to a 
certification body. As with all business expenses,
these cost are inevitably passed on to the consumer through the 
purchase price.
My concern is that most of the foods on our store shelves that are 
halal certified are not labeled as such.
Therefore the average shopper has no idea that their purchases of 
essential food items are supporting
organisations, which in turn, support a religious ideal that very 
few Australians follow. There are a small
number of foods labeled as Kosher certified and the consumer can 
decide if they wish to support this religion
by purchasing those products.
At present it appears that food manufacturers/producers are being 
told that they have to have halal certification
if they wish to export their foods to Muslim countries. If a company 
wishes to export their foods then they
should label the foods as halal certified. Without labeling how are 
Muslims, especially those overseas, to
know if the food is certified or not? I do not object to people 
practicing their religion but I do object to
being covertly forced to fund those activities.
I  request that this Senate Inquiry find that all foods certified by 
third parties for any
reason must be clearly labeled as such. It should be law that 
certification fees are only passed on to the consumer
via the appropriately labeled products.
This may result in two labels for some products, one for export and 
one for domestic use. However, this will



mean that the domestic consumer is not paying for third party 
certification that they do not want nor wish to
support. This also allows those that need food to manufactured in a 
certain way or have particular ingredients to
be able to purchase with confidence.

I am extremely concerned about the way in which ritual slaughter 
takes place. And that the meat in shops is not
labelled as such. Even if for some reason the meat is not certified 
as halal it has been killed inhumanely

and I as a consumer am not being given the choice not to buy it. All 
food stuffs should have honesty in labelling
to allow consumer choice.
Thank you for your time in considering my submission to this 
enquiry.
Yours sincerely
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Dear Sir / Madam, 
 
I write in regards to the inquiry into third party certification of foods. In particular I write regarding 
the issue of halal certification of foods. 
 
Religious Freedom 
 
As someone who does not follow any religion I strongly object to my every day purchases going 
toward an ideology I do not subscribe to. This country proudly supports religious freedom, including 
the right not to follow any religion, and rightly so, therefore I see halal certification schemes as 
impeding on my right to reject the funding of religious practises. I respect the right of Muslims to 
worship as they choose and to consume halal foods and would suggest this should operate as a 
‘user pays’ system whereby Islamic groups fund their own food certifying rather than expecting the 
wider community to fund it for them. I say this with the fact in mind that people of the Islamic faith 
make up only 2% of the Australian population whereas the other 98% are funding their religious 
requirements. To be clear, I would equally object to a Catholic, Buddhist Hindu or any other 
religious certification scheme encompassing most staple food items. I do not believe Kosher 
certification is as all encompassing as halal however in fairness, I’d suggest Jewish groups should 
also fund their own certification schemes.  
 
Transparency 
 
There appears to be little transparency in the area of halal certification. If I go to the heart 
foundation website for example I can see they make annual financial reports available to the 
public, listing where funds raised are allocated. Similarly, if I go to Kosher Australia’s website I view 
their certification fees. There seems to be no such transparency in the area of halal certification. 
Furthermore, halal certification costs appear to vary depending on the certifying body and the 
product being certified – and often this fee is not disclosed.  
 
I regularly read that manufacturers paying for certification do not pass these costs on to the 
consumer but rather ‘absorb’ the costs in the hope of expanding their market, however when I 
read some abattoirs are paying tens of thousands of dollars a year  (in one case, an unnamed 
abattoir stated he was paying $27,000 per month) to certify their product I am sceptical. Again, this 
is another grey area whereby producers are tight lipped about the fees they are paying (I have 
read articles that speak of non disclosure agreements being signed). Once again transparency is 
questioned and Australian consumers have an absolute right to know where their money ends up. 
 
Certifying of naturally halal foods and products 
 
Foods such as honey, nuts ,milk, fruit, fish  and grains are by nature already halal, however 
increasingly producers of these items are approached to pay certification fees. When I query this in 
social media discussions the response I often receive is that the certifier needs to ensure no haram 
(ie not permissible) items are used in the manufacturing process – for example alcohol in cleaning 
products on the production line. This then implies that the entire supply chain needs to be halal 
certified – not just the product itself but everything that comes into contact with that product 
during processing. Quite a lucrative arrangement once you start seeing certification of non 
consumable items such as cleaning products. Then theres the area of halal logistics (a quick 
google search brings up hundreds of pages) whereby trucking companies, warehouses and even 
truck drivers are certified. Its not hard to see how this has become an estimated 2 trillion dollar 
business world wide. On the topic of alcohol in cleaners, a google search shows there have been 
numerous rulings that alcohol is only considered haram when consumed in ‘intoxicating amounts’ – 
and that alcohol derived from grapes and dates is haram, but alcohol derived from chemicals 
and petrol (as used in cleaning products and cosmetics) is in fact not considered haram. Why then 
are producers of already NATURALLY halal products being approached to certify their product? 
Surely this goes way beyond what the Quran states is halal and haram. 
 
Where does the money go? 
 
So where does the money go? When producers pay halal certifying bodies an undisclosed amount 



of money to certify their goods where does this money go? I’ve mentioned some mosques are 
considered certifying bodies – as a religious organisation I’m also aware they enjoy tax-exempt 
status. Does this then mean any mosque operating as a certifying body enjoys tax exemption on 
any funds made through certifying? Then there are the individual certifying bodies – one of whom 
boasted certification had made him a millionaire and brought his wife many many pairs of lovely 
shoes – are his records open to the scrutiny of the ATO or does he gain some sort of religious 
exemption as well? I consider religious tax exemption PLUS halal certification schemes to be a form 
of ‘double dipping’ which gives a distinct advantage to one group of society over all others. 
Furthermore, a core tenant of Islamic ideology is ‘zakat’ – that is to give charitably to the mosque – 
the mosque in turn then gives money to various charities it supports.   
 
A 2013 report from the Islamic Council of WA, signed by Dr Rateb Jneib, stated that:  
 
“Our Halal subcommittee now is functional and income starts coming Alhamdulillah (meaning "all Praise and 
thanks be to God").  “Our next aim  is to expand H alal certification for local and international business 
insha’Allah (God willing). 
 
“In our Masjid (mosque), many activities were conducted by our resident Imam Hisham Obeid. 
 
“Over the year the Masjid has continued to assist other associations by allowing the facility (halal certification 
setup) to be used, Alhamdullah.” 
 
Jneib’s annual report continued, “During the year ICWA (the Islamic Council of WA) has made ongoing donations 
to Syria because of the difficult civil conditions.  
 
"The donations were made through Al Imdaad charity, to ensure that no recriminations could be directed 
at ICWA.” 
 
Sgd Dr Rateb Jneid 
President- Islamic Council of WA 
 
What does the above mean? “To ensure no recriminations could be directed at the ICWA?” Once 
again, I state my objection to any portion of my money going toward a religious organisation and 
in turn going to charitable ventures I do not support.  Furthermore, the AFP have stated it is very 
difficult to ‘follow the money’ trail when funds are sent through international charitable 
organisations. 
 
 
Animal Cruelty 
 
In regards to the area of halal slaughter of meat we are often told ‘all abattoirs in Australia stun the 
livestock before slaughter’ however, according to the RSPCA’s own website  
 
“There are a small number of abattoirs in Australia that have been granted permission from the relevant 
State or Territory food authority to conduct religious slaughter without prior stunning – for either Halal or 
Kosher (Jewish slaughter) purposes. These ‘approvals’ are effectively exemptions to standard Australian 
slaughter practice. The proportion of animals slaughtered under these exemptions is very small, but 
nevertheless that any animals are slaughtered without stunning is of concern to the RSPCA.”   
 
What constitutes a ‘small number’? Why are there ANY exceptions made in the area of humane 
killing of animals? Furthermore, I am of the understanding the stunning method used in most 
abattoirs is the reversible stun method which wears off often before the animal has died – the more 
humane full stun method is not accepted as halal., therefore animals die slowly and in incredible 
pain. Finally, there is blatant discrimination at play when Muslims must be employed by abattoirs to 
ensure halal methods of slaughter are employed. This is discrimination in no uncertain terms. Again I 
would suggest if Islamic groups require representatives present at abattoirs in order to oversee the 
killing of livestock, Islamic groups should pay for it, it is unacceptable that someone be given a 
position in any area of employment in Australia based upon his or her religion. 
 
 



 
Clear Labellig 
 
The issue of clear labeling is an interesting one as well. We are lead to believe halal certification 
allows Muslims to determine weather foods are permissible to consume….and yet so many 
producers pay certification fees and fail to place the halal logo on their product. Why is this? Surely 
if the intention is to make the product easily recognizable to Muslims the halal logo should be 
displayed? Similarly for those in the community that are not Muslims, and do not want to support 
the Islamic faith the logo should be clearly visible so that we can make an informed decision 
weather or not to purchase the product. Examples of producers who have paid certification fees 
and do not display the logo include Sanitarium foods, Nestle, Gippsland Yogurt ‘twist’ range and 
Pauls Milk to name but a few. 
 
 
 
Muslims against halal certification schemes 
 
Halal certification schemes are a relatively new phenomenon, emerging in the 1980’s. Prior to this 
Muslims lived by their holy text, which clearly stated what was permissible to consume. With 
comprehensive food labeling and some of the highest food safety standards in the world why do 
Australian producers now need to pay for a logo to place on their produce when the consumer 
can simply read the label? And when items like cosmetics, cleaning products and cat food are 
certified it goes well beyond the bounds of what the Quran sated was prohibited.  
 
It is interesting to note a number of Islamic scholars consider halal certification schemes to be 
contradictory to the guidelines laid out in Islamic holy text. See these links to a Sermon at a mosque 
in Cape Town South Africa entitled “The halal certification fiasco” and to an article by Dr Taj 
Hargey entitled “We Muslims should be appalled by the sale of halal meat by stealth” 
 
http://www.jumuamosquect.com/news/article/archive/2012/january/27/article/khutba-on-halal-
certification-fiasco.html 
 
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/debate/article-2623879/We-Muslims-appalled-sale-halal-meat-
stealth.html 
 
 
My Suggestions. 
 

• Operate halal certification on a ‘user pays’ system. Islamic organizations already enjoy 
generous tax exemptions from government bodies and money generated through this tax 
exempt status should be used to fund any religious requirements this 2% of the population 
may have. I suggest this in relation to kosher foods as well. 

 
• For international markets requiring halal certification create one certifying body run by the 

federal government. All funds raised through certification fees can then be distributed to 
benefit all Australians, which is fair and equitable. The current system of money going 
toward Islamic schools, mosques and community groups is discriminatory. 
 

• Mandatory labeling of all products that have been certified. 
 

• No requirement to pay for halal certification of already halal products such as honey, nuts 
and milk. 

 
• Respect the rights of 98% of the population who aren’t Muslims to choose not to support 

Islamic ideology. I fully support the right of Muslims in this country to worship freely and eat 
whatever they choose however it should not come at any cost to the rest of society. Again 
I state this with regard to any religious food certifications. 

 
 

http://www.jumuamosquect.com/news/article/archive/2012/january/27/article/khutba-on-halal-certification-fiasco.html
http://www.jumuamosquect.com/news/article/archive/2012/january/27/article/khutba-on-halal-certification-fiasco.html
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From: Trevor Kohler  
Sent: Friday, 31 July 2015 2:26 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATION FOOD INQUIRY
 
Trevor Charles Kohler

email   

31 July 2015

 

 

Dear Sir/Madam

 

RE: THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATION FOOD INQUIRY

 

I would like to add my submission to the inquiry regarding third party certification of foods.
 My concern is with HALAL Third Party Food and other products certification.

 

TERMS OF REFERENCE OF INQUIRY, these are the govt expectations of subject matter.

 

1. The extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not
 limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and
 general food safety certification schemes;
So many foods are currently CERTIFIED halal its almost impossible to go shopping and
 avoid buying Halal certified foods.  The majority of products are not labelled so its quite a
 deceitful way of ensuring consumers financially support Islam.



2. Current labeling requirements of food certification schemes;
There doesn't seem to be any labeling guidelines whatsoever.  As you can see from the
 above list the majority of those foods need no certification to make them permissible for a
 Muslim to be able to enjoy them.  It seems to me like everything is being CERTIFIED and
 the fees collected from gullible companies are being passed on to us, the consumer.   I can
 guarantee you the majority of Australians especially older Australians have no idea what
 the word HALAL means let alone what HALAL -C means to their hip pocket!

 Most companies are not labeling their products halal despite having paid for the
 CERTIFICATION so how this is a marketing campaign or beneficial in any way in regards to
 sales is baffling.

 I am truly astounded that we have this sort of cunning, deceitful rort in Australia.    I
 cannot begin to tell you how absolutely disgusted and ashamed of our government I am
 for allowing this sort of blatant thievery to continue and not just this government but the
 governments before as well who have remained gutless and clueless to what is going on
 around them.

 

3. The need for labeling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees: I
 believe we have absolutely NO NEED to have halal-c foods in Australia.  I don't believe we
 should lower our animal welfare standards to meet a market like the middle east where
 animal welfare is almost non existent.    We should concentrate on producing the best
 product we can.  I understand when cattle and other animals are slaughtered using any of
 the current two "halal" methods the animals stress hormones impact on the quality of the
 meat. 

 

4. Whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to
 make informed purchasing decisions;
Current schemes do not provide enough information for me to make an informed choice.  I
 wish to avoid all halal certified products totally.  I do not wish to financially support Islam
 for not even 1 cent.  It is not my religion and its not a religion I support.

 

5. Details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and
 the potential for these to impact on prices for consumers; Anyone in business always
 recoups the costs of the goods and business through product pricing.  Anyone who says
 the prices are not passed onto the consumer is lying.  A rule of thumb for business is 30%
 expenses, 30% taxes, 30% business expansion and 10% for the owner.  Once you
 understand this basic rule of thumb its impossible to see how certification does NOT



 impact prices.

All certification impacts the pricing, we see the heart tick (amongst the dearest certificates
 I hear) which benefits ALL consumers, we know how that is suppose to help our health but
 there are NO health benefits with HALAL.  In fact I suspect quite the opposite, I would love
 to see studies on the impact of high levels of stress hormones in meat and the effect on
 the human glandular system.  

 

6. The importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and
 returns to producers;

I understand the halal certificate helps export markets but if its at a cost to the domestic
 market I would say concentrate on markets that don't put that impost onto our country,
 our producers and our people.   We produce good quality, clean and healthy products if
 we have to lower our standards to meet a market I say we should be asking that market to
 up their standards or concentrate on emerging markets who want our excellent product.

 

7. The extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers
 including, but not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any
 related matters.

 As we can see from submission number 205 from Abdul Ayan where he states "It is fair to
 say that halal certification, and particularly how certifiers practice it, has many deep
 seated problems. Their audit and supervision as well as their service provision are poor.
 There are also credible reports that some engage in corrupt, unethical and improper
 practices. The system allows them to do so and some therefore take full advantage of it.
 Halal certification has been widely described by leading

members of the Muslim community, aptly in view, as a cash cow whose function is to
 collect as much money as possible in exchange for little or no provision of services beyond
 signing and issuing certificates."

As we can see from that above statement HALAL-C is a cash cow and we are the suckered
 cows. 

 In conclusion, I would like to state, it seems HALAL-C is not content with fleecing us
 through our foods, but also through transport, medicines, plastics etc etc in fact anything
 they can possible encourage people to certify they will. They are seeking or aquiring Halal
 certification for many goods which do not require certification.



It is time for the government to reflect the thinking people of this country and go into bat
 for what is right and what is just.  We can see from the UK and their halal situation the
 push is on for no stunning in any abattoirs, here in Australia we have the WA Islamic
 society stating they oppose stunning.

 

I oppose all of it.  Along with 80,000 other people on the facebook page "boycott Halal". 
 Not only that but every other Australian that I spoke to have never heard of HALAL.  When
 I explain what it is, they are absolutely gobsmacked our government would allow such a
 thing.

I am also disgusted our government would allow only MALE MUSLIM SLAUGHTER-MEN to
 be hired in the majority of abattoirs.  Does this mean we now allow discrimination in the
 workplace? This not only discriminates between religions but gender too.

 

I would hope the Inquiry will address all the matters in way that is the best outcome for all
 Australians, I hope they take into account Australia's multi-faith, multi-race and multi-
culture populace and realize that no group should be forcing their ideas, beliefs, ideologies
 and thoughts onto others. 

Please accept this sumbmission which has been given in good faith. 

Regards
T. C. Kohler
 

Thank you
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July	  30th,	  2015	  
	  

Senate	  Inquiry	  into	  Certification	  
Honorable	  Senators,	  
	  
Set	  out	  below	  is	  the	  Organic	  Federation	  of	  Australia’s	  (OFA)	  response	  to	  the	  senate	  inquiry	  
into	  third	  party	  certification	  in	  Australia.	  Our	  reply	  to	  each	  of	  the	  Terms	  of	  Reference	  (TOR)	  is	  
clearly	  set	  out	  below.	  
	  
As	  the	  peak	  body	  of	  the	  organic	  industry,	  we	  look	  forward	  to	  the	  senate’s	  findings.	  In	  
particular	  how	  we	  can	  increase	  exports	  and	  give	  support	  to	  building	  more	  profitable	  farming	  
communities.	  
	  
	  
	  
Yours	  faithfully,	  
	  
	  

	  
Adam	  Willson	  
Chairman	  	  
Organic	  Federation	  of	  Australia	  



	  
	  
	  
Executive	  Summary	  
	  
The	  Australian	  Organic	  market	  is	  currently	  valued	  at	  $1.72B	  (which	  is	  1.25%	  of	  conventional	  
market).	  It	  covers	  22M	  ha	  of	  certified	  organic	  land	  (51%	  of	  world’s	  organic	  land).	  The	  market	  
has	  been	  growing	  since	  2008	  at	  15.4%pa	  (AOMR	  2014).	  It	  is	  the	  fastest	  growing	  agricultural	  
industry	  with	  on-‐farm	  premiums	  of	  between	  75-‐300%.	  If	  all	  Australia	  went	  organic,	  	  we	  
wouldn’t	  supply	  the	  top	  2%	  of	  Asian	  population	  looking	  for	  certified	  organic	  food.	  The	  organic	  
industry	  makes	  a	  big	  difference	  to	  the	  rural	  community	  through	  participating	  producers	  and	  
processors	  (more	  than	  3500).	  These	  economic	  facts	  are	  completely	  ignored	  by	  Federal	  
Governments	  recent	  Agricultural	  Competitiveness	  White	  Paper	  –	  only	  one	  token	  example	  of	  
an	  organic	  producer	  -‐	  but	  none	  of	  the	  facts	  or	  suggestions	  that	  we	  submitted	  in	  April	  2014	  
	  
The	  National	  Standards	  was	  set	  up	  for	  export	  market	  only,	  not	  the	  domestic	  market.	  There	  is	  
no	  legislation	  that	  covers	  the	  domestic	  requirement	  adequately	  as	  there	  is	  in	  the	  international	  
organic	  sector	  such	  as	  USA,	  Canada,	  Japan	  and	  Europe.	  Codex	  Alimentarius	  requires	  that	  if	  the	  
word	  organic	  is	  used	  that	  the	  product	  must	  be	  inspected	  by	  certified	  body	  to	  an	  organic	  
standard.	  Note	  -‐	  Australia	  has	  ratified	  this	  agreement	  in	  WTO	  as	  is	  our	  understanding.	  
	  
The	  1st	  step	  would	  be	  for	  Federal	  and	  State	  Governments	  to	  adopt	  AS	  6000	  developed	  by	  
Standards	  Australia	  (FTE-‐032	  committee)	  for	  both	  the	  domestic	  and	  export	  markets.	  
Standards	  Australia	  	  is	  a	  government	  recognized	  Standards	  setting	  body	  and	  the	  adoption	  of	  
the	  AS	  6000	  would	  give	  more	  credibility	  to	  the	  regulation	  of	  the	  organic	  standards	  setting	  
process	  in	  Australia	  both	  in	  the	  ‘eyes’of	  the	  consumer	  and	  when	  Government	  is	  engaging	  in	  
equivalency	  agreements	  with	  other	  countries	  in	  regard	  to	  organic	  markets.	  
	  
Certification	  fees	  are	  set	  by	  marketplace,	  of	  which	  market	  determines	  the	  cost,	  a	  fundamental	  
edict/principle	  of	  this	  current	  federal	  government.	  Costs	  to	  the	  processor	  and	  producer	  would	  
reduce	  if	  a	  National	  Mark	  was	  adopted	  thereby	  speeding	  up	  the	  process	  of	  delivering	  
equivalencies	  between	  countries	  to	  assist	  ease	  of	  trade,	  reduce	  unwanted	  and	  cumbersome	  
paperwork	  requirements.	  There	  would	  be	  no	  need	  to	  have	  multiple	  certifications	  for	  each	  
country,	  just	  one	  National	  Mark	  and	  an	  equivalency	  agreement,	  these	  savings	  could	  also	  
passed	  on	  to	  the	  consumer.	  
	  
If	  you	  are	  accredited	  to	  NOP	  or	  EU	  the	  certifier	  bodies	  are	  required	  to	  list	  their	  clients	  on-‐line.	  
This	  is	  currently	  not	  being	  done	  in	  all	  cases	  in	  Australia	  as	  it	  is	  a	  voluntary	  process	  
	  
The	  Federal	  Government	  needs	  to	  apply	  resources	  commensurate	  to	  the	  size	  of	  this	  growing	  
industry	  now	  valued	  at	  $1.72	  billion.



	  
	  
	  
Terms	  of	  reference	  
	  
On	  13	  May	  2015,	  the	  Senate	  referred	  the	  following	  matters	  to	  the	  Economics	  References	  
Committee	  for	  inquiry	  and	  report	  by	  30	  November	  2015:	  

a.	  the	  extent	  of	  food	  certification	  schemes	  and	  certifiers	  in	  Australia	  including,	  but	  not	  
limited	  to,	  schemes	  related	  to	  organic,	  kosher,	  halal	  and	  genetically-‐modified	  food	  and	  
general	  food	  safety	  certification	  schemes;	  
	  

• The	  Australian	  Organic	  market	  is	  currently	  valued	  at	  $1.72B	  (which	  is	  1.25%	  of	  
conventional	  market).	  It	  covers	  22M	  ha	  of	  certified	  organic	  land	  (51%	  of	  world’s	  
organic	  land).	  The	  market	  has	  been	  growing	  since	  2008	  at	  15.4%pa	  (AOMR	  2014).	  It	  is	  
the	  fastest	  growing	  agricultural	  industry	  with	  on-‐farm	  premiums	  of	  between	  75-‐300%.	  
If	  all	  Australia	  went	  organic,	  	  we	  wouldn’t	  supply	  the	  top	  2%	  of	  Asian	  population	  
looking	  for	  certified	  organic	  food.	  The	  organic	  industry	  makes	  a	  big	  difference	  to	  the	  
rural	  community	  through	  participating	  producers	  and	  processors	  (more	  than	  3500).	  

• Bellamy’s	  Organic	  (BAL)	  is	  the	  only	  organic	  business	  on	  the	  ASX.	  It	  has	  grow	  from	  $1.20	  
to	  $5.25/share	  in	  under	  12	  months	  (increase	  300%	  in	  value).	  It	  is	  a	  baby	  food	  
manufacturer	  exporting	  into	  China	  where	  sales	  are	  up	  30%	  in	  last	  6	  months.	  They	  can’t	  
keep	  up	  demand	  and	  now	  command	  14%	  of	  the	  domestic	  retail	  market.	  

• These	  economic	  facts	  are	  completely	  ignored	  by	  Federal	  Governments	  recent	  
Agricultural	  Competitiveness	  White	  Paper	  –	  only	  one	  token	  example	  of	  an	  organic	  
producer	  -‐	  but	  none	  of	  the	  facts	  or	  suggestions	  that	  we	  submitted	  in	  April	  2014	  

• Worldwide	  organics	  is	  value	  at	  $70B	  (2013)	  including	  170	  countries	  -‐	  the	  World	  of	  
organic	  agriculture	  STATISTICS	  &	  EMERGING	  TRENDS	  2015	  -‐	  FIBL	  &	  IFOAM.	  Estimates	  
for	  this	  year	  are	  around	  $100B	  

• Organic	  businesses	  are	  Third	  party	  accredited,	  one	  of	  the	  earliest	  businesses	  to	  adopt	  
this	  over	  25	  years	  ago.	  

• Organic	  Produce	  certificates	  as	  required	  by	  the	  Export	  Control	  Orders	  are	  required	  for	  
all	  organic	  exports.	  The	  issue	  of	  Organic	  Produce	  certificates	  is	  only	  permitted	  by	  
organic	  certifiers	  approved	  by	  the	  Department	  of	  Agriculture.	  Currently	  there	  are	  6	  
third	  party	  certification	  bodies	  accredited	  by	  Federal	  Department	  of	  Agriculture.	  
	  

b.	  current	  labelling	  requirements	  of	  food	  certification	  schemes;	  
	  

• As	  per	  the	  ACCC,	  if	  claiming	  to	  be	  certified	  organic	  you	  must	  be	  able	  to	  confirm	  this.	  
Previously	  it	  stated	  that	  to	  claim	  certified	  organic	  a	  certifier	  needed	  to	  be	  3rd	  party	  
audited.	  This	  issue	  should	  be	  investigated	  by	  the	  Federal	  government.	  



	  
	  

• The	  National	  Standards	  was	  set	  up	  for	  export	  market	  only,	  not	  the	  domestic	  market.	  
There	  is	  no	  legislation	  that	  covers	  the	  domestic	  requirement	  adequately	  as	  there	  is	  in	  
the	  international	  organic	  sector	  such	  as	  USA,	  Canada,	  Japan	  and	  Europe.	  

• Codex	  Alimentarius	  requires	  that	  if	  the	  word	  organic	  is	  used	  that	  the	  product	  must	  be	  
inspected	  by	  certified	  body	  to	  an	  organic	  standard.	  Note	  -‐	  Australia	  has	  ratified	  this	  
agreement	  in	  WTO	  as	  is	  our	  understanding.	  
http://www.fao.org/docs/eims/upload/230124/CXg_032e.pdf	  

• Consequently	  in	  Australia	  this	  is	  causing	  market	  confusion,	  the	  fact	  that	  the	  word	  
“organic”	  is	  not	  regulated	  for	  the	  domestic	  market	  should	  be	  enforced	  Nationally	  and	  
enshrined	  in	  legislation.	  

• The	  1st	  step	  would	  be	  for	  Federal	  and	  State	  Governments	  to	  adopt	  AS	  6000	  developed	  
by	  Standards	  Australia	  (FTE-‐032	  committee)	  for	  both	  the	  domestic	  and	  export	  
markets.	  Standards	  Australia	  	  is	  a	  government	  recognized	  Standards	  setting	  body	  and	  
the	  adoption	  of	  the	  AS	  6000	  would	  give	  more	  credibility	  to	  the	  regulation	  of	  the	  organic	  
standards	  setting	  process	  in	  Australia	  both	  in	  the	  ‘eyes’of	  the	  consumer	  and	  when	  
Government	  is	  engaging	  in	  equivalency	  agreements	  with	  other	  countries	  in	  regard	  to	  
organic	  markets.	  
	  

c.	  the	  need	  for	  labelling	  on	  products	  produced	  by	  companies	  that	  pay	  certification	  fees;	  
	  

• All	  organic	  certification	  logos	  are	  licensed	  to	  organic	  certification	  bodies	  all	  of	  which	  are	  
privately	  owned	  

• Operators	  are	  certified	  by	  these	  certification	  bodies	  who	  manage	  the	  use	  of	  their	  logo’s	  
by	  a	  License	  agreement,	  which	  gives	  a	  legal	  right	  for	  their	  use	  by	  the	  operator.	  

• This	  gives	  consumers	  confidence	  that	  organic	  product	  is	  what	  it	  is	  labeled,	  when	  these	  
certified	  organic	  logos	  are	  used	  on	  packaging	  or	  documentation	  	  

• Currently	  this	  organic	  certification	  process	  is	  accredited	  by	  Federal	  Department	  of	  
Agriculture	  for	  product	  that	  is	  exported,	  	  

• No	  domestic	  legislation	  on	  organics,	  only	  for	  export	  
• Need	  to	  move	  from	  National	  standards	  to	  AS	  6000	  noting	  ACCC	  recognises	  AS	  6000	  as	  it	  
has	  a	  definition	  of	  the	  word	  organic.	  In	  other	  words,	  adopting	  AS	  6000	  developed	  by	  
Standards	  Australia	  will	  speed	  up	  Australia’s	  ability	  to	  comply	  to	  requirements	  for	  
Organic	  certified	  product	  produced	  or	  processed	  under	  this	  standard	  to	  gain	  
equivalence	  in	  other	  markets	  worldwide.	  

• Certification	  fees	  are	  set	  by	  marketplace,	  of	  which	  market	  determines	  the	  cost,	  a	  
fundamental	  edict/principle	  of	  this	  current	  federal	  government.	  

	  
	  
d.	  whether	  current	  schemes	  provide	  enough	  information	  for	  Australian	  consumers	  to	  make	  
informed	  purchasing	  decisions;	  
	  



	  
	  

• There	  is	  confusion	  in	  the	  marketplace	  due	  to	  multiple	  number	  of	  certification	  labels,	  6	  
certification	  companies	  currently	  that	  are	  accredited	  to	  Federal	  Department	  of	  
Agriculture	  	  

• OFA	  advocates	  the	  introduction	  of	  a	  national	  organic	  mark	  in	  addition	  to	  the	  
certification	  company	  details/logo,	  noting	  improvements	  of	  sales	  in	  organic	  product	  
improved	  by	  40%	  in	  the	  US	  and	  EU.	  	  

• OFA	  endeavors	  to	  educate	  consumers	  on	  each	  of	  these	  certification	  logos	  but	  a	  national	  
mark	  would	  simplify	  consumer	  understanding	  of	  organic	  products	  and	  promote	  market	  
awareness	  both	  domestically	  and	  boost	  international	  exports	  

	  
e.	  details	  regarding	  certification	  fees	  paid	  by	  food	  producers	  and/or	  manufacturers,	  and	  the	  
potential	  for	  these	  to	  impact	  on	  prices	  for	  consumers;	  
	  

• Fees	  are	  set	  by	  market	  forces	  
• Vary	  according	  to	  size	  of	  business	  and	  level	  of	  accreditation	  required	  for	  export	  market	  
access	  

• Examples	  of	  accreditations	  required	  to	  gain	  market	  access	  to	  JAS-‐Japan,	  NOP-‐	  USA,	  
IFOAM-‐Worldwide	  where	  accepted,	  EU-‐European	  Union,	  COR-‐Canadian,	  Korean,	  
Taiwan,	  Bio-‐Suisse,	  Switzerland,	  

• Organic	  certification	  bodies	  give	  clients	  opportunity	  to	  sell	  into	  both	  domestic	  and	  
export	  market	  

• Additional	  costs	  are	  commensurate	  to	  the	  capacity	  of	  certification	  bodies	  to	  gain	  access	  
to	  export	  markets	  via	  the	  accreditations	  they	  hold,	  some	  of	  these	  costs	  will	  be	  
significantly	  reduced	  if	  equivalence	  agreements	  were	  negotiated	  at	  a	  government	  to	  
government	  level	  internationally.	  This	  requires	  a	  national	  mark	  which	  is	  currently	  with	  IP	  
Australia	  

• Impact	  on	  consumer	  is	  driven	  by	  supply	  and	  demand	  not	  certification.	  Cost	  is	  incurred	  
by	  producers,	  processors	  and	  wholesalers	  -‐	  those	  involved	  with	  organic	  food	  and	  
product	  supply	  chain.	  

• Costs	  to	  the	  processor	  and	  producer	  would	  reduce	  if	  a	  National	  Mark	  was	  adopted	  
thereby	  speeding	  up	  the	  process	  of	  delivering	  equivalencies	  between	  countries	  to	  assist	  
ease	  of	  trade,	  reduce	  unwanted	  and	  cumbersome	  paperwork	  requirements.	  There	  
would	  be	  no	  need	  to	  have	  multiple	  certifications	  for	  each	  country,	  just	  one	  National	  
Mark	  and	  an	  equivalency	  agreement,	  these	  savings	  could	  also	  passed	  on	  to	  the	  
consumer.	  

	  
	  
f.	  the	  importance	  of	  food	  certification	  schemes	  in	  relation	  to	  export	  market	  access	  and	  
returns	  to	  producers;	  
	  

• Organic	  certification	  is	  critical	  for	  export,	  paramount	  to	  gain	  access	  to	  export	  market	  



	  
	  

• Unless	  we	  meet	  import	  requirements	  of	  each	  country,	  product	  will	  not	  be	  accepted	  
hence	  a	  consequent	  loss	  of	  trade	  opportunity	  	  

• As	  part	  of	  negotiations	  to	  gain	  equivalence	  with	  each	  country,	  we	  need	  a	  national	  mark	  
to	  be	  developed	  and	  authorized	  –	  currently	  with	  IP	  Australia	  

• Need	  domestic	  market	  regulated,	  hence	  critical	  need	  to	  adopt	  AS	  6000	  through	  
Standards	  Australia	  -‐	  recognized	  as	  a	  standards	  setting	  body	  by	  government.	  

	  
	  
g.	  the	  extent	  and	  adequacy	  of	  information	  available	  to	  the	  public	  about	  certifiers	  including,	  
but	  not	  limited	  to,	  certification	  processes,	  fees	  and	  financial	  records;	  and	  any	  related	  
matters.	  
	  

• OFA	  on	  website	  explained	  process	  of	  certification,	  standards	  setting,	  
• The	  Organic	  Industry	  Standards	  and	  Certification	  Council	  (OISCC)	  is	  there	  to	  deal	  with	  
standards	  issues	  and	  handles	  requirements	  of	  National	  Standards	  sub	  Committee	  (NSsC)	  
which	  address	  changes	  to	  National	  Standards	  

• Standards	  Australia	  through	  FTE-‐032	  committee	  deals	  with	  issues	  relating	  to	  AS	  6000	  	  
• It	  is	  in	  the	  interest	  of	  certifiers	  to	  notify	  clients	  and	  consumers	  about	  there	  certification	  
process	  and	  related	  matters	  	  

• Need	  for	  all	  certifiers	  under	  EU	  accreditation	  for	  the	  disclose	  all	  certified	  clients	  on	  their	  
website.	  The	  USDA	  NOP	  -‐	  all	  certified	  clients	  accredited	  to	  NOP	  are	  listed	  on-‐line.	  If	  you	  
are	  accredited	  to	  NOP	  or	  EU	  the	  certifier	  bodies	  are	  required	  to	  list	  their	  clients	  on-‐line.	  
This	  is	  currently	  not	  being	  done	  in	  all	  cases	  in	  Australia	  as	  it	  is	  a	  voluntary	  process	  

	  
In	  summary	  the	  Organic	  industry	  is:	  

• Mature	  
• Well	  regulated	  by	  certification	  bodies,	  government,	  externally	  reviewed	  by	  

requirements	  of	  ISO	  17065,	  	  
• It	  is	  a	  policed	  programme	  that	  governments	  respect	  and	  apply	  resources	  to	  worldwide.	  

This	  needs	  to	  be	  addressed	  in	  Australia,	  the	  Federal	  Government	  needs	  to	  apply	  
resources	  commensurate	  to	  the	  size	  of	  the	  industry	  now	  valued	  at	  $1.72	  billion.	  

• These	  requirements	  are	  also	  by	  accessed	  by	  WTO	  through	  Codex	  Alimentarius	  
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From: Andrew Millard  
Sent: Friday, 31 July 2015 2:39 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal Submission
 

Senate Standing Committees on Economics
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600
 

Dear Committee,,

I have framed my letter within your terms of reference.  Thanks for reading it.  That is
 what is great about Australia.

1.      The extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including,

 but not limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically
 modified food and general food safety certification schemes;
Halal and Organic are quite extensive and I find it hard to be sure of why Halal is so
 prevalent on Australian shelves to the extent you often can’t find a comparable, even
 generic, product.  You actually have to shop in multiple locations to avoid halal.
  This puts a drain on the economy by creating inefficiencies, however it does spread
 my consumer dollar.  Similarly with Organic, it’s there but you’re not sure how
 “Organic” it is.  What does it really mean with regards to pesticides and fertilizers
 (P&F).  Do the plots need to be virgin farmlands that have never had P&F used on
 them? What does Organic mean in the current intensive farming economy? Halal on
 the other hand you know how they are killing the animals in a manner totally
 repugnant to most of 98%* of society. *i.e the non-Muslim population.  
 
The Halal scheme is particularly wide spread owing to the requirement of Indonesia,
 home to the largest Muslim population, and other Muslim countries Australia
 exports to requiring certification for them to take the order.  Effectively foreign
 Islamic nations are blackmailing Australians into accepting the certification
 requirement for the sale.  Due to operational efficiencies abattoirs go all Halal and



 that is where it is fed into the domestic market.
 

2.      Current labelling requirements of food certification schemes;

Following on from my last point, labelling of Halal meat in the 2 largest chains
 (Woolies and Coles) isn’t actually marked as Halal and for a boycotter / atheist who
 thinks the practice is criminal,  I feel duped into supporting a practice I want no part
 of. If not for the special clause in the cruelty to Animal Cruelty Act exempting
 cruelty on ground of religious practice, it would be criminal.  This is not a practice
 that modern Western Societies endorse.
 
Halal used to be a symbol proudly shown by multinationals and eager exporters to
 show multiculturalism and was never required by law as a label, that is my
 understanding.  However, now people are waking up to what Halal is, both in terms
 of its cruelty and lack of transparency with regards to where the certification funds
 are going.  Many people are now boycotting manufacturers and have no idea of what
 is and isn’t Halal.  Some companies are now not displaying the symbol due to this
 and I don’t believe there is any regulation requiring them to do so.   I think they
 should and not deceive the public.
 

3.      the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification

 fees;
Anyone who uses a Halal trademark pays a certification fee to the certifier.  If it was
 just typed on in the ingredient area the company would effectively be certifying
 itself.   

 
4.      whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers

 to make informed purchasing decisions;
With regards to Organic what does it really mean with regards to pesticides and
 fertilizers (P&F).  Do the plots need to be virgin farmlands that have never had P&F
 used on them? What does Organic mean in the current intensive farming economy?
 My belief is that companies can say they are Organic on a self-assessment basis.
  With the premium consumers pay for the product they should know what they are
 actually buying.
 
GMO’s:  As a consumer I have no idea of the labelling requirements and don’t
 particularly agree with patented plant species that promote the use of toxic pesticides
 eg Roundup Resistant Crops by Monsanto.



GMO’s from my understanding are particularly concerning with regards to:
1.      Untested gene strains mixing with the natural ones on farms,

2.      Increased use of Pestercides that seemed to be more related to increase in

 autism in the community. http://www.scientificamerican.com/article/autism-
risk-higher-near-pesticide-treated-fields/

3.      The legal quandary with regards to GMO cross pollinating neighbouring

 farms. The recent case in WA where an organic farmer lost his Organic status
 because GM pollen cross pollinated his canola.

4.      The line between accidently using / purposely using patented crops creating

 legal battles for farmers with the licence holder demanding a licence fee from
 the effected party.

 
(WRT #8 Related Matters below) The debate with farmers using GM crops that cross
 pollinate with adjacent Organic crops that produce seed crops becomes a labelling
 issue.
If you are buying Organic products you do not expect the transgenic product being
 labelled Organic or do you?  Is the genie out of the bottle?  Has our whole food
 supply chain has been contaminated with these lab derived transgenic corporate
 owned genes?  If transgenic genes are in Organic food supplies, even though no
 Roundup was used. Should they be informed about how all this goes together?

 
 

5.      Details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or

 manufacturers and the potential for these to impact on prices for consumers;
As an accountant the fees are most likely charges to the export departments cost
 centre and is not a cost they would level on the local consumer at all.  However
 small producers could amortise it across the whole business and want to make their
 margin on all sales so the Halal fee would hit the local consumer.  If the business
 wasn’t an export business the fee would have to be passed on to consumers or come
 off the bottom line effectively being borne by the owner/s of the business.
 

6.      the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access

 and returns to producers;
Since a prayer over the foods can be said to make the food Halal, why can’t this be
 done in the country we are shipping it to.  We will not as Australian’s tolerate the
 loophole in the Cruelty to Animals Act with regards to it being okay for religious
 slaughter and then for the practise to go wholesale.  That provision should say yes

http://www.scientificamerican.com/article/autism-risk-higher-near-pesticide-treated-fields/
http://www.scientificamerican.com/article/autism-risk-higher-near-pesticide-treated-fields/


 you can do it but only on a small number of beasts to supply local custom specialty
 shops.
 
If we in Australia have to adopt Halal to appease the Saudi’s and the Indonesians for
 export income that is blackmail.  To use the money from certification schemes to
 promote the spread of Islam in this country and have everyone who shops at Coles
 and Woolies paying is nothing but a wholesale scam to do one of the 5 Pillars of
 Islam that all Muslims ascribe to and that is to spread the word of Allah.  Muslims
 and followers of Islam are not benign immigrants that want a peaceful existence,
 most do but they all are obliged to propagate the faith.  It isn’t racism to not want
 this to occur!

 
7.      the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers

 including, but not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records;
 and
 
As a Boycotter of Halal Certified food I would like to know that my money isn’t
 going to the spread of this particular religion.  We wouldn’t tolerate it with any other
 group in society.  I also think that our Islamic trading partners are using Halal as a
 blackmail tactic that goes promotes Sharia Law and uses the secular population to
 fund it.  If they don’t like it tell them they are racist.  It is not conducive to the law of
 humanity and nature to want to spend money on promoting a political ideology
 everyone knows is violent, foreign to Australian values, that has a confusing text
 where peace and violence seem to emanate from it and it is regarded as being
 perfect.  It’s not and we don’t want it here.  
 
As far as GMO’s and Organic go, the Government should have a certification
 committee that knows that the certifiers have a genuine level of knowledge for
 assessment and can check off a standard list as to what certifies compliance with
 annual fees to the certifying body.
 

8.      any related matters.

I sincerely appreciate you taking the time to read my submission.  I know there is a
 campaign by the Islamic countries to spread Islam (as it is what they must do) by
 using Halal certification fees in and on Western Countries.  Australia must wake up
 to this subversive tactic to impose their Sharia Law on us.  This is just the beginning
 and non-food items like cat food, female hygiene products, plastics as well as water. 



 None of these things need certifying so why are they pestering our manufacturers to
 pay them fees?

 
Please for the sake of Australia find out about the Halal Certifying fees used to spread the word
 of Islam.  We have it but we shouldn’t promote the spread of it by being blackmailed by our
 trading partners or as a process imposed on all Australians that they find repugnant.
 
Sincerely,
 
AB Millard
.
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From: Rachel Carr  
Sent: Friday, 31 July 2015 2:43 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal Certification
 
Good afternoon,
 
Thank you for the opportunity to make a submission to the Senate inquiry into food
 certification schemes.
 
I believe this is timely due to the concerning growth in halal certification over recent years.
 
I find the manner in which animals are slaughtered for halal to be barbaric and inhumane
 and this is a major concern for me.

In addition I am incredibly worried about the places where the money for halal
 certification is being filtered through to.
 
I find it offensive that this certification is continuously pushed onto me and sometimes
 there have been circumstances where I haven't been able to purchase a product at all
 because a non-halal version wasn't available. I will never support halal certification in
 Australia and I'm actually bewildered that it's been allowed to come this far. Particularly
 when some products, e.g. nuts are being certified when they are naturally halal! Not to
 mention transport and packaging also needing to be halal, it's just absurd. I'm also angered
 by companies which sneakily hide or don't display the certification as I do not wish to buy
 these products.  
 
I don't believe a minority group should have such control over our way of living.
 Immigrants in the past have settled into the Australian way of life just fine, it seems that
 muslims are experiencing some difficulty with this. Therefore I think it's about time that
 anyone wishing to live in Australia should follow our traditions and not enforce
 unnecessary customs upon us. Those wishing to live by sharia law and wanting halal
 products should live in the islamic-majority countries where this is common practice. 
 
Thank you,
Rachel Carr
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Senate Standing Committees on Economics 

Parliament House 

Canberra ACT 2600 

 

 

                       Third Party Certification of Food 

 

Halal certification is a legitimate Australian certification like any other, but it is being 

singled out for critical attention, for what purpose, and by whom? 
 

Australia’s Islam critical Q Society and their “Halal Choices” campaigners have pushed for 

this inquiry which is a waste of taxpayer money in my opinion.  The anti-halal campaigns 

are driven by religious bigotry.  
 

 

a.  the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia  
 

Regarding halal certifiers, Australia should be wary of going the way of other countries 

which have only a few or even only one halal certifying body.  Countries which have only 

one certifying body tend to raise prices for halal certification.  Australia’s certification 

charges seem reasonable, probably due to competition.  Halal certification costs compare 

favourably to the price of other types of certification.   
 

Opponents of halal certification say some products don’t need certification and complain 

that businesses have them certified.  Certification is a private arrangement between a 

company and a certifier.  Some products may not require certification in theory but may 

have a competitive advantage in the export market if certified, offering assurance of clean 

Australian processing.  It’s up to the company which pays for the certification to decide. 
 

 

b.  current labelling requirements of food certification schemes 
 

The current arrangement where companies have the option of labelling or not labelling 

products is satisfactory.  The government’s own comprehensive Review of Food Labelling 

Law and Policy of January 2011 says halal certification is not a food safety issue, so product 

labelling is optional and certification is self-regulating.  There is no reason to change that. 
 

 

c.  the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees 
 

To unnecessarily mandate the changing of product labelling would be financially 

burdensome for companies – reprinting and redesigning packaging is not cheap. 
 

I know a business owner who decided to try export and had several products halal certified.  

They later abandoned the idea of export and didn’t renew the certification.  Had they been 

required to go through the costly exercise of changing all the packaging to include halal 

certification logos simply because they investigated the halal status of their products, they 

would not have explored the possibility of export at all. 
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Halal opponents insist that all halal products should be labelled so they can more easily 

target businesses for harassment.  Remember Fleurieu Milk which was harassed so much 

that they said they would dump their certification and lose a contract?  Boycotters claimed a 

scalp and their attacks on other businesses increased.  Thankfully, Fleurieu Milk reviewed 

its position and joined other companies which stand up to the boycott halal bullies.   
 

Leave labelling to businesses to decide on, as is the case now.  Compulsory labelling is not 

necessary and would impose extra costs on businesses for no good reason. 
 

 

e.  details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, 

and the potential for these to impact on prices for consumers 
 

Those who oppose halal certification say that certification raises the cost of food, but they 

can’t name a single case where it actually has.  On social media where most of the anti-

Muslim misinformation is spread, Halal Choices (Q Society) tells everyone repeatedly that 

you are ‘funding Islam’ with your ‘everyday grocery purchases’.  How could customers be 

funding anything in their grocery purchases when the cost of certification is not included in 

the product price?   
 

It doesn’t matter to halal critics that every company which speaks up about their halal 

certified products says they don’t pass on the cost because it is so low compared to their 

other expenses.  Vegemite says they pay a small administrative fee for certification which 

doesn’t affect product price.  Fleurieu Milk calls the $20 a week it pays for certification 

‘pocket change’ which doesn’t affect product price, and many other companies have 

publicly said the same thing.   
 

The ‘religious tax’ myth is being peddled on Facebook by Halal Choices and other boycott 

pages.  Everyone hates taxes, especially if it’s also said that they’re being forced on you by 

a religion you don’t follow, every time you buy your groceries.  So the myth has been 

effective in fooling people to support the anti-halal campaigns.  Some people say they’ll 

demand the imaginary ‘halal tax’ back in their tax returns. 
 

The ‘extortion’ myth is also peddled on social media, claiming that businesses are 

threatened into certifying their products.  This fantasy is meant to make Muslim certifiers 

look sinister.  If extortion is involved, why have no businesses come forward claiming it? 
 

 

f.  the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and 

returns to producers 
 

The government and businesses already know the importance of halal certification for 

export market access with around $10billion coming into Australia from halal certified 

exports.  I applaud the government’s support for halal export meat, supervised by AQIS and 

promoted by Barnaby Joyce on behalf of government.  Export of Australian chilled and 

frozen halal certified meat keeps jobs here and is a great economic benefit to Australia. 
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Export of halal certified non-meat products is also important, opening up new markets for 

Aussie businesses.  In some cases, companies only certify a few products for export and 

don’t certify the rest of their range for the domestic market.  Those companies are being 

bullied by anti-halal groups and boycotters who accuse them of hiding their certification by 

not putting a logo on their products for sale in Australia, even though they have only 

certified for export.      
 

 

g.  the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers 

including, but not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any 

related matters 
 

This question targets halal certifiers, but why are they being singled out?  Certifications of 

all types are fee-for service.  If a business is dissatisfied with a quote from a halal certifier, 

they can go to another certifier.  Companies will make their own decisions about which 

certifier they use and whether the certification will benefit them financially.  The system 

seems to be operating well and should be left as it is. 
 

Regarding where the certification fees go, there are costs involved in receiving an 

application, investigating all ingredients and product processing, record keeping and 

issuing a certificate which warrants that the product is halal.  It is astounding that halal 

certification opponents demand that the costs of certifying halal should be borne by the 

certifier rather than the business which requests it and financially benefits from the 

certification. 
 

 

In conclusion 
 

If the senate committee has any doubt that the Australian anti-halal campaign is being 

driven by appalling anti-Muslim religious bigotry and hatred, please check Facebook pages 

and websites where these campaigns are run.   
 

Halal certification is a legitimate certification which benefits Australia financially and which 

should continue to have the full support of the Australian government.   
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FACEBOOK - Religious bigotry and misinformation drive anti-halal campaigns 
 

 

 
 

Stickers sold by Mike Holt of Restore Australia.  

He tells people to ‘plaster them everywhere’ and 

advises them to deny posting the stickers if they 

get caught. 

 

 

 
 

Boycott Halal Certification in Australia makes 

outrageous claims about certified businesses and 

encourages people to contact them with abuse.   

 

 

 

 
 

Boycott Halal in Australia’s proposal for 

compulsory labelling.  Yes, they’re serious. 

 
 

Boycott Halal in Australia, warning Australian 

businesses that they intend to close them down.  

They harass businesses relentlessly. 

 

 

 
 

Pauline Hanson, confusing the value of halal 

certified goods with certification fees, a miniscule 

amount by comparison.  She asks ‘where does all 

the money go?’  Misinformation is rampant. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Q Society’s anti-halal campaigner (Kirralie 

Smith, Halal Choices) would deny 

Australian businesses the economic 

benefits of halal certification. 
 

(Picture from a Q Society video currently before 

the courts for alleged defamation of an 

Australian halal certifier.)  

 

 

 

 

Q Society and other halal boycott 

campaigners want mandatory labelling of 

halal certified foods so they can more 

effectively target and boycott business 

which have halal certified products. 

 

 

 

 
 
Pamela Geller & Robert Spencer, invited to 

Australia by Q Society.  Spencer is a US 

anti-Islam blogger and Q Society board 

member.  Geller’s US anti-Islam groups 

are classified as hate groups by a US law 

centre.   Do we 

want these people influencing Australian 

food trade policy? 

 
 

Geert Wilders was banned from entering 

government buildings in WA when he was 

last here.  He’ll be back soon to launch Q 

Society’s party, Australian Liberty Alliance.  

Cory Bernardi met with him in Europe.   
 

This inquiry seems to have been called by 

a few politicians who take instructions 

from an Australian hate group.   
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From: Joel Wuttke  
Sent: Friday, 31 July 2015 2:53 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Submission to the Senate inquiry into food labelling.
 
Senate Standing Committees on Economics
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600
 
Dear Senators,
 
You have been charged, by the recent Senate vote, to investigate the halal certification of
 goods and services in this country. In doing so, I request that, among all things, you
 consider the following:
 

The fact that most of the goods that are Halal certified do not carry any sign, symbol or
 statement stating that they are in fact Halal certified.
This directly affects any person who buys said goods from making an informed choice
 with respect to their purchases and where some of the profits end up.
This most certainly affects the freedom of religion that we hold dear in this country.
 Several religions including Christianity, Sikhism, Judaism and many others hold the
 belief that they can’t eat or partake of any animal that has been Ritually Sacrificed as
 is the case of Halal Sacrificed meat.
With nonexistent labeling you can see how this places the majority of Australians with
 a problem.
I most certainly would like to see mandatory labeling of all goods and services. The
 cost of changes to printing will be a lot less than the cost of the Halal Certification.
 
Thank you for your consideration,
 
Joel Wuttke

A nation of sheep will soon have a government of wolves - Edward R. Murrow
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From:  
Sent: Friday, 31 July 2015 2:55 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Submission: Third party certification of food
 

31st July 2015.

 

Senate Standing Committees on Economics

Third party certification of food

 

Dear Committee members,

I respectfully request that my name and address not be for publication. 

 

Please accept this as my submission to the Third Party Certification of Food.

Responses 1 to 7 follow the terms of reference.

I was unable to access the website, and hope that you will accept this
 submission by email.  May I request an acceptance response, please?

Thanking you for the opportunity to comment on the third party certification
 of food,

Yours sincerely,

 

1.      The extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in
 Australia including, but not limited to schemes related to organic,
 kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and general food



 safety certification schemes.

Response:

Australia’s food preparation and storage laws and rules for safety are
 amongst the best in the world.  We do not need further intervention.

Currently, genetically-modified foods for sale in Australia have legally to
 be identified on the label, and undergo tests to prove safety.

Organic, kosher and ‘heart-smart’ foods, for example, are labelled
 willingly to identify to customers the special conditions under which
 they are made, or their contents.  They are foods which fill special needs
 of people who, for a variety of reasons, either need to want the
 aforementioned foods.  Each requires specific conditions to be met, to
 claim the label, and a fee is paid by the producer to the certifier after
 inspection and the conditions are met.

Halal, or ‘permissible’ foods are required by moslems to fulfil their
 commitment to the Islamic ideology.  Most natural foods are
 intrinsically halal.  Those which aren’t include meat and alcohol.  In the
 Koran, the holy book of islam, allah describes all food on the earth as
 being halal, with the following exception: “Eat not of (meats) over
 which allah’s name has not been pronounced.  That would be impiety.”
 (al-An’am, v 121).  “Lawful unto you are (all ) things good and pure and
 what you have taught your trained hunting animals (to catch) in the
 manner directed to you by allah.  Eat what they catch for you and
 pronounce the name of allah over it.” (al’Ma’idah, v4).  Foods that are
 prohibited as non-halal include alcohol, pig meat and meat from
 carnivorous animals such as crocodiles, as well as birds of prey and
 carrion meat.  Animals have to be killed under particular circumstances
 for their meat to be certified halal.  “Animals must be slaughtered by a
 ‘sane adult moslem’ who invokes the name of allah before slashing the
 animal’s throat with a razor-sharp knife as it faces Mecca.  It must not
 see other animals being killed and must bleed out before processing.

Australian animal welfare regulations require animals to be fully stunned
 before slaughter.  Islamic groups insist that full stunning is non-halal. 
 Reversible stunning is used by the halal industry, which starts to wear
 off within 15 seconds, after which livestock become fully conscious and
 within thirty to ninety seconds they recover consciousness completely. 
 The animal wakes up to find itself hanging upside down unable to move
 or vocalise it’s pain, bleeding out, until loss of blood causes it to die.  
 (Information quoted from source: Temple Grandin, Ph.D. Colorado
 University.  Fort Collins, Colorado 80523 U.S.A.)

There are approximately thirty two moslem halal certifiers in Australia
 who claim to have a $12 billion industry.  One certifier, whose areas are
 predominantly NSW and Victoria, claimed that on average, $490 per



 person per year is paid to certifiers via the certification process - $490
 that most Australians can ill afford, do not want to pay and are unable to
 get back.  Claims that costs are not passed on to consumers via raised
 costs to pay for halal certification are ridiculous.  How many companies
 or manufacturers willingly reduce their profit margins; no, the cost is
 most definitely passed on to consumers.

Halal certification is a requirement under sharia law, one part of the
 ideology of islam.  By paying for the certification, that company is seen
 by moslems as submitting to islam.

 

2.     Current labelling requirements of food certification schemes;

Response:

Current labelling requirements of food certification schemes are
 haphazard and do not reflect the needs of Australian consumers.  Kosher
 is labelled.  Organic foods are labelled.  ‘Heart-smart’ foods are
 labelled.  Genetically modified foods are labelled.  Halal certified foods
 are not always labelled; indeed a lot of companies are removing the halal
 labelling to hide the halal certification.  A lot of consumers are buying
 halal certified foods under false pretences; they look for the halal label,
 and not seeing it, purchase the product in the belief that the item is not
 halal certified, when in fact it is.

 

 

3.     The need for labelling on products produced by companies that
 pay certificate ion fees;

Response:

As a member of this democratic and secular country of Australia, I
 request that my food purchases are clearly labelled as to content, country
 of manufacture, country of origin, and religious/ideological fee
 payments that are made by the producing company.  Ideally, the
 government will ban religious or ideological payment contained in the
 purchase of foodstuffs, under the Australian Constitution. 

 

4.      Whether current schemes provide enough information for
 Australian consumers to make informed purchasing decisions;

Response:

Current schemes certainly do NOT provide enough information for



 Australian consumers.  I prefer to buy food that is grown/produced in
 Australia, which does not have a religious certification attached to it.  If
 I wish to make a donation to a particular religion/ideology, I must be
 allowed to do so willingly, not have my food costs containing a
 certification fee.  I must also be able to recognise the country of origin,
 the contents, the country of manufacture, etc.

 

5.     Details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or
 manufacturers, and the potential for these to impact on prices for
 consumers;

Response:

The costs for kosher, ‘heart-smart’, organic or genetically-modified foods
 are readily available from the certifying bodies, are transparent and
 understandable.  Certification fees for halal are not transparent, not
 readily available, and are often only revealed by people/companies who
 elect to drop the certification.  People/companies have to sign a non-
disclosure agreement as to the cost of halal certification.

It was reported in a Qld newspaper that one abattoir was forced to pay
 $26,000 per month to the halal certifier to enable him to export his meat
 to a moslem country.

So severe is the enforcement of the halal chain of
 processing/manufacture, that trucks that carry halal food must be
 certified.  All the way from the feedlot to the butcher’s window, halal
 certification is enforced – with costs that accrue along each step of the
 way, which Australian consumers pay.  

 

6.     The importance of food certification schemes in relation to export
 market access and returns to producers;

Response:

From the Dept of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry figures for 2013,
 beef exports accounted for 13.7%, other meat excluding beef was 6.9%
 and live animals 2.5%.  Only a very small percentage of live animals and
 meats were exported to moslem countries.  The conditions that the poor
 animals suffer in transit and slaughter in moslem countries is inhumane
 and barbaric. 

 

7.     The extent and adequacy of information available to the public
 about certifiers including, but not limited to, certification
 processes, fees and financial records; and any related matters.



Response:

The barbarity by which our animals are slaughtered to fulfil halal
 slaughter requirements is inhumane, cruel and totally unnecessary. 
 Kosher and halal slaughter is allowed under exemption from our animal
 welfare laws.  Kosher is not like halal slaughter, in that a kosher
 slaughterman has to train for many years, whereas any moslem male can
 be a slaughterman with only hours training.  Kosher meat is directed at
 Jewish people; halal slaughtered meat is directed at the total population
 of Australia. 

Information regarding halal certification fees and financial records is
 woefully inadequate.  Australian consumers are forced to pay for halal
 certification without any transparency regarding fees.

Information regarding organic, ‘heart-smart’ and genetically-modified
 food (for example) is freely available in the public domain, or from the
 certifying bodies.  Kosher fees are also available.  It is very difficult for
 consumers to avoid halal certified foods when shopping.  Companies are
 either fearful of losing customers by not declaring their halal status, or
 they do not wish to pay for labelling.  This must be addressed.

Many religions e.g. Christian, Buddhist, etc, are directed not to consume
 foods dedicated to idols.  By definition, halal certified foods are
 dedicated to allah, a moon god, considered by many religions to be an
 idol. 

At the last census, in 2011, 97.8% of Australians were non-moslem.   Over
 90% of abattoirs in Australia are now practising halal slaughter, which is
 inhumane and cruel.  Australia had a proud record of the humane slaughter
 of our animals for food; no longer.  Nearly 100% of commercially
 available chickens are halal slaughtered, and a very low percentage, if any,
 are for the export market.  97.8% of the population of Australia do not
 require halal slaughter, do not want halal slaughter and if it was made
 public, would be horrified that our animals are slaughtered inhumanely to
 appease the 2.2% of Australians who require halal slaughter.

Halal, or ‘permissible’ foods are required by moslems to fulfil their
 commitment to the Islamic ideology.  Most natural foods are
 intrinsically halal.  Those which aren’t include meat and alcohol.  In the
 Koran, the holy book of islam, allah describes all food on the earth as
 being halal, with the following exception: “Eat not of (meats) over
 which allah’s name has not been pronounced.  That would be impiety.”
 (al-An’am, v 121).  “Lawful unto you are (all ) things good and pure and
 what you have taught your trained hunting animals (to catch) in the
 manner directed to you by allah.  Eat what they catch for you and
 pronounce the name of allah over it.” (al’Ma’idah, v4).  Foods that are
 prohibited as non-halal include alcohol, pig meat and meat from



 carnivorous animals such as crocodiles, as well as birds of prey and
 carrion meat.  Animals have to be killed under particular circumstances
 for their meat to be certified halal.  “Animals must be slaughtered by a
 ‘sane adult moslem’ who invokes the name of allah before slashing the
 animal’s throat with a razor-sharp knife as it faces Mecca.  It must not
 see other animals being killed and must bleed out before processing.

Australian animal welfare regulations require animals to be fully stunned
 before slaughter.  Islamic groups insist that full stunning is non-halal. 
 Reversible stunning is used by the halal industry, which starts to wear
 off within 15 seconds, after which livestock become fully conscious and
 within thirty to ninety seconds they recover consciousness completely. 
 The animal wakes up to find itself hanging upside down unable to move
 or vocalise it’s pain, bleeding out, until loss of blood causes it to die.  
 (Information quoted from source: Temple Grandin, Ph.D. Colorado
 University.  Fort Collins, Colorado 80523 U.S.A.)

Australian consumers MUST have the choice as to whether they wish to
 buy halal certified foods, and be given the information via packaging as
 to the certification status.

Under the Australian Constitution, Australians are guaranteed freedom of
 religion.  Enforcement of sharia law via halal certification is NOT
 guaranteeing my freedom of religion.  

Any religion that needs guarantees that foods are suitable for its
 consumption should be paying for the fees and labelling costs, not insist
 that the rest of the population pays for it. 

The argument that is often supplied, that by having halal certification,
 people know that a certain standard of production is expected and
 provided, does not apply to Australia.  Australia has perfectly adequate
 food preparation laws.  Australia is not a third-world country. 

End.
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From: Paul Jeleric  
Sent: Friday, 31 July 2015 3:00 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Senate Inquiry into Food Certification Schemes
 
To the Senate Standing Committees on Economics
Parliament House, Canberra ACT 2600
 
Re: Senate Inquiry into Food Certification Schemes
 
I believe I am representative of several million Australians in that I have concerns about
 some of the issues into which this committee is inquiring, but really don't have the time to
 express them fully. I trust that others will do so, and since my concerns are of the most
 obvious kind I probably could not add anything new anyway. 
My point is simply that each comment I make below would be supported by hundreds of
 thousands of fellow citizens who will not make a submission. I am sure you take that into
 account.
 
While I do have some concerns about 'organic' labelling, GM foods, and misleading health
 information on some foods, I am really, really (!!!) irate about the ever-increasing
 intrusion of 'halal' certification into the market place, considering that our Muslim
 population is only about 2%.
 
In relation to term of reference...
A - Under Islamic law almost all food is permitted except (without going into extreme
 detail) pork, meat from animals improperly slaughtered, and alcohol. There is simply no
 need to halal-certify products such as vegetables, chocolate, canned fruits, breads etc. (not
 to mention non-foods like cosmetics, medical products and so on).
 
B - Halal labels (logos) should be clearly visible and unambiguous.
 
C - Of course products produced by companies that pay halal certification fees should be
 labelled accordingly (as per item B).
 
D - Many, if not most shoppers, are unaware of the extent (perhaps even the existence) of
 halal certification, since it occurs almost surreptitiously. Therefore they cannot make
 informed purchasing decisions.
 
E - Details regarding certification fees paid by food producers/manufacturers are almost
 impossible to find. Whether or not they impact on prices for consumers is less relevant
 than the fact of whether or not they are paid at all.
 
F - If halal certification is required for products that are exported, they should be treated
 and labelled separately from products intended for the domestic market. If the domestic
 products are also halal that fact should be should be clearly identified as per item B.
 
G - As there is a degree of suspicion about the amount of money paid in certification fees,
 and how it is used, relevant financial records should either be made public or compulsorily



 disclosed to an independent body.
 
I submit the above for your consideration,
 
Paul M Jeleric

Phone: 
Email:  
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1 INTRODUCTION 

The Department of Agriculture (the department) provides a range of certification services for 
agricultural industries for the export of food, fibre, feed, biological material and live animals. It also 
regulates third party certifiers under the Export Organic Program and the Australian Government 
Authorised Halal Program for the export of red meat.  

Table 1 2013–14 export statistics for major export food commodities  

Product Value ($ million) Volume (‘000 tonnes) 
Meat and meat products   
– Beef and veal 6 265 1 184 
– Sheep meat 2 226 410 
– Pig meat 85 27 
– Kangaroo meat 22 5 
– Poultry meat 50 37 
– Camel and camelid meat 7 2 
Dairy and dairy products   
– Butter 243 49 
– Cheese 765 151 
– Casein 42 3 
– Skim milk powder 708 143 
– Whole milk powder 532 94 
– Other dairy products 435 n/a 
Fish and fish products 1 304 45 
Eggs and egg products 2 0.15 
Grains, Oilseeds and Pulses1 12 288 32 483 
Horticulture2 1 865 n/a 
Data sources: Australian Bureau of Agricultural and Resource Economics and Sciences (ABARES); Australian Bureau of 
Statistics, International Trade, Australia, cat. No. 5465.0, Canberra 

The department’s role in regulating the export of food, including its ability to issue export 
certification, provides recognisable economic benefit to Australia’s agricultural industries and assists 
against the threat of market failure3. Australia is a net agricultural exporter, with around two thirds 
of total production exported. In 2012–13 agricultural4 exports accounted for 15.5 per cent of 
Australian merchandise exports5, and in 2013–14 agricultural, fishery and forestry industries had a 
gross value of around $55 billion and export earnings of around $45 billion6. The value and volume 

                                                           
1 Figures include both food (e.g. chickpeas, fava beans, lentils) and non-food products that require further 
processing (e.g. wheat, canola, sorghum) 
2 Figures include some non-food products (e.g. nursery stock) 
3 Frawley, P, Making, L, Nieper, R, Wilson, B, 2000, Export Assurance: National Competition Policy Review of the 
Export Control Act 1982, Australian Quarantine Inspection Service, Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Forestry, Canberra 
4 Based on the World Trade Organisation definition of agriculture, which excludes fisheries, forestry and 
rubber 
5 DFAT STARS Database, based on ABS Cat No 5368.0, February 2014 data; ABS Special Data Service 
6 ABARES 2015, Agricultural commodities: June quarter 2015 
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of a selection of food commodities exported with certification issued by the department is provided 
at table 1. 

The department does not regulate certification schemes for the domestic market and there is no 
requirement for halal or organic products sold domestically, or for kosher products sold domestically 
or exported, to be certified to a particular regulatory standard. The decision for a producer or 
processor to meet these requirements is entirely a voluntary, commercial decision. 

Claims made about a product must comply with ‘truth in labelling’ requirements administered by the 
Australian Competition and Consumer Commission (ACCC). Misleading, false or deceptive claims 
made about a product may be considered unlawful. Many domestic food companies choose to be 
certified by a certification body to underpin product labelling and demonstrate compliance with 
ACCC requirements.  

This submission focuses on export certification services provided by the department for the export 
of food (not including grains and seeds that require further processing) and covers the department’s 
role in issuing sanitary, phytosanitary, halal and organic certification. It provides some detail on 
national arrangements for food labelling, noting the responsibility for domestic arrangements fall 
mainly within the remit of the Australian Government Department of Health, Food Standards 
Australia New Zealand (FSANZ) and state and territory government agencies. It does not include 
detail on domestic third party certification schemes such as may apply for kosher, halal, organic or 
genetically modified foods. This is largely a commercial decision, with certification managed by 
private organisations and the department does not have the legislative power to monitor nor 
manage such commercial arrangements for the domestic market. The submission also does not 
cover certificates issued by the Australian Fisheries Management Authority relating to illegal, 
unreported and unregulated fishing. 
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2 FOOD CERTIFICATION SERVICES PROVIDED BY THE DEPARTMENT 

The Export Control Act 1982 (the Export Control Act) is the primary legislation, administered by the 
department, which allows prescribed goods to be exported subject to conditions specified in the 
regulations. The Export Control Act provides the department with the authority to issue export 
certification, as well as to inspect goods, premises and records; sample and assess export 
consignments; require compliance with importing country requirements; and register premises for 
export. In addition, the Australian Meat and Live-stock Industry Act 1997 (the AMLI Act) provides the 
department with the power to grant export licences and administer export quota arrangements. 
Compliance with the AMLI Act is a legal requirement for the export of some meat products and 
certain livestock species. 

Export certification forms an integral part of departmental procedures for ensuring products meet 
Australian and importing country requirements. Certification of export goods by the department 
represents confirmation of one or more of the following: 
• that the goods are fit for purpose (i.e. fit for consumption) 
• that government-to-government assurances have been met 
• that the goods have been produced in an establishment that is under government supervision 

(i.e. that inspection / audit of the food safety management system used to prepare the goods to 
protect public health has occurred) 

• that export legislation and specific market access requirements have been met, including certain 
aspects of product labelling and description that relate to the integrity and identification of the 
product.  

The department issues export certificates for all goods prescribed under the Export Control Act. 
Certificates issued solely by the department include sanitary (i.e. human and animal health) and 
phytosanitary (i.e. plant health) certificates. The department jointly issues halal certificates with 
approved Islamic organisations. The department does not directly issue organic export certificates; 
rather it plays a regulatory role in approving and auditing organisations that issue these export 
certificates. Legislative instruments underpinning certification by the department include the: 
• Export Control (Meat and Meat Products) Orders 2005 
• Export Control (Poultry Meat and Poultry Meat Products) Orders 2010 
• Export Control (Rabbit and Ratite Meat) Orders 1985 
• Export Control (Wild Game Meat and Wild Game Meat Products) Orders 2010 
• Export Control (Milk and Milk Products) Orders 2005 
• Export Control (Fish and Fish Products) Orders 2005 
• Export Control (Eggs and Egg Products) Orders 2005 
• Export Control (Plants and Plant Products) Order 2011 
• Export Control (Organic Produce Certification) Orders 1997 
• Export Control (Prescribed Goods—General) Order 2005. 

As a general rule, the department does not certify goods that are not prescribed by the Export 
Control Act as these generally do not require certification by an importing country. However, the 
department may issue certificates for these goods, known as “non-prescribed goods”, where 
certification is required by an importing country. Certification for these goods is issued under the 
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Export Control (Prescribed Goods—General) Order 2005. Examples of these products include honey, 
nutritional supplements, confectionary, animal by-products, cakes and biscuits.  

2.1 Export Certificates  

Export certificates may be issued electronically through the Export Documentation System (EXDOC) 
or manually at a departmental regional office. For most foods, export certificates are issued 
electronically and the process for doing so through EXDOC is as follows:  
• the exporter (who may or may not be the manufacturer) enters details of the proposed exports 

into the EXDOC system 
• EXDOC checks the database to determine if the export registered establishment from where the 

goods were sourced is eligible to export that type of product and to ensure the product to be 
exported is eligible 

• where the product is deemed eligible and a certificate is required, EXDOC issues an export 
permit and certificate  

• certificates are either printed on-site (where an establishment has an approved remote print 
agreement) or at a departmental regional office. 

2.2 Sanitary certification 

Sanitary or animal health certificates are issued by the department for food and food products of 
animal origin, including meat, dairy, fish and eggs on the basis that the food intended for export is 
wholesome; meets importing country requirements; is traceable, can be recalled if required and its 
integrity is assured.  

For prescribed goods to be eligible for export, establishments (e.g. abattoirs, food manufacturers, 
boning rooms, cold stores, processing facilities) must be registered by the department; and 
exporters must have an export licence and an import permit (if required). An establishment must 
have an Approved Arrangement in place with the department, demonstrating how it meets all food 
safety, product integrity, animal health and importing country requirements. The Approved 
Arrangement includes documentation of management practices, hygienic operations and export 
certification processes.  

Certification is provided on the basis that an Approved Arrangement is operating effectively, with 
departmental veterinarians, food safety auditors or approved / appointed officers (depending on 
requirements) verifying all requirements, including importing country requirements, have been met. 
Once a product is deemed to meet requirements, a health certificate is issued for each consignment 
electronically through EXDOC or manually. In the first quarter of 2015, the department issued:  
• more than 37 000 electronic health certificates for the export of more than 490 000 tonnes of 

red meat, poultry, wild game, rabbit and ratite meat and meat products to more than 
100 countries 

• nearly 8 000 electronic health certificates for the export of more than 8 million litres and 
200 000 tonnes of milk and milk products to more than 80 countries 

• more than 7 000 electronic health certificates for the export of more than 9 000 tonnes of fish 
and fish products to more than 30 countries 

• more than 100 electronic health certificates for the export of eggs and egg products to six 
countries. 
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During the same period, the department manually issued 227 meat, 82 dairy7 and 16 fish and egg 
health certificates.  

2.3 Phytosanitary certification 

The export of plants and plant products is underpinned by the Export Control (Plant and Plant 
Products) Order 2011. The order ensures that the biosecurity risk for prescribed plant and plant 
products for export is managed to ensure that goods for export are free from pests and diseases.  

The department is the National Plant Protection Organization (NPPO) of Australia and is responsible 
for ensuring that plant and plant products exported from Australia are compliant with Australian 
plant export legislation, requirements of the importing country and Australia’s obligations under the 
International Plant Protection Convention. Phytosanitary certification is issued by the department as 
the NPPO of the exporting country and will only be issued to an exporter if the NPPO of the 
importing country requires phytosanitary certification for the consignment as a condition of entry. 

For plant and plant products to be eligible for export, establishments where the goods are prepared 
and inspected (e.g. pack houses, cold stores, processing facilities) must be registered by the 
department. To demonstrate that the risk of infestation or cross-contamination of prescribed goods 
for export is minimised, an establishment must have documented hygiene systems, pest control 
systems, site plans and specifications, building structures and product record keeping. The 
department maintains an auditing system to ensure establishment compliance with registration 
requirements. 

Phytosanitary certificates are official government to government certificates certifying that plants 
and plant products: 
• have been inspected according to appropriate procedures 
• have been tested according to appropriate procedures 
• are sourced from particular pest free areas, and/or 
• are considered to be free from the quarantine pests or diseases specified by the importing 

country. 

Once the plants and plant products are deemed to meet all requirements, a phytosanitary certificate 
is issued for each consignment either through EXDOC or manually and, during the 2013–14 financial 
year, the department issued:  
• nearly 19 000 electronic phytosanitary certificates for the export of fruit and vegetables to 

55 countries 
• nearly 17 000 electronic phytosanitary certificates for the export of whole grains, oilseeds and 

pulses to 88 countries. 

During the same period, the department manually issued 488 phytosanitary certificates. 

2.4 Halal certification 

According to a report commissioned by the Dubai Chamber of Commerce8, the global market for 
halal products is expected to be worth US $1.6 trillion by 2018, up from US $1.1 trillion in 2013. Halal 

                                                           
7 Dairy figures may include certificates as well as other documentation such as export permits 
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food made up 16.6 per cent of the total world food market in 2013, and by 2018 this is expected to 
rise to 17.4 per cent.  

Halal production is a requirement for a number of Australian export markets, including Bahrain, 
Brunei, Egypt, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Malaysia, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the 
United Arab Emirates. In 2013–14, the total value of red meat exports to these countries was more 
than $1.4 billion, with the value of individual markets provided at Table 2. To be eligible for export, 
these markets require halal red meat and meat products to be jointly certified by the department 
and an Authorised Islamic Organisation (AIO). In the first quarter of 2015, more than 6 000 red meat 
halal certificates were issued for these markets through EXDOC.  

Table 2 Value of certified halal red meat and meat product exports for the 2013–14 financial year 

Country Value (AUD $ million) 
Bahrain 85 
Brunei 9  
Egypt 36 
Indonesia  292 
Iran 9 
Iraq 1 
Jordan 106 
Kuwait 67 
Malaysia 195 
Oman  28 
Qatar 82 
Saudi Arabia 279 
United Arab Emirates 231 
Total 1 420 

Data source: ABARES 

Australia also exports halal red meat and meat products to a number of other countries such as 
China, the United States of America, Singapore, Thailand and Japan. Depending on importing country 
or commercial requirements, meat may be accompanied by a halal certificate jointly endorsed by 
the department and an AIO, or a commercial halal certificate issued by an Islamic certifier only. 
Under these circumstances, in the first quarter of 2015, the department jointly issued more than 
5 000 electronic halal certificates for the export of halal certified red meat and meat products to 
70 countries. This figure does not include any certificates issued commercially.  

In the first quarter of 2015, 14 halal certificates were manually issued by the department across all 
markets. 

Export legislation includes robust powers for the regulation of halal red meat exports under the 
Export Control (Meat and Meat Products) Orders 2005 (the Meat Orders). To be eligible to export 
                                                                                                                                                                                     
8 Dubai Chamber of Commerce and Industry 2014, ‘Dubai Chamber report shows increasing preference for 
halal food as global market grows to US$1.1 trillion in 2013’, viewed 5 June 2015, available at 
www.dubaichamber.com/en/news/dubai-chamber-report-shows-increasing-preference-for-halal-food-as-
global-market-grows-to-us1-1-trillion-in-2013 
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halal certified red meat and meat products, slaughter establishments must also comply with 
requirements under the Australian Government Authorised Halal Program (AGAHP).  

The AGAHP includes requirements for the halal slaughter of livestock; and the preparation, 
identification, processing, storage, segregation and certification of halal red meat for export. It also 
includes responsibilities for all parties involved in the production and certification of halal red meat 
for export: 
• The Approved Islamic Organisation (AIO) has the sole responsibility for all religious aspects of 

the production of halal meat for export. Only authorised Muslim slaughtermen may perform 
halal slaughtering procedures for halal products and the AIO must provide training to, and 
ongoing assessment of, authorised slaughtermen in matters directly related to religious 
slaughter. AIOs jointly certify halal export certificates with the department. 

• The export establishment holds an Approved Arrangement with the department that addresses 
the halal production of meat, including identifying which AIO has been selected by the company 
to perform halal procedures and certify halal products. The establishment also identifies all halal 
meat with an official Australian Government halal stamp, as described in the Export Control 
(Prescribed Goods—General) Orders 2005 on the meat and/or packaging. The establishment 
provides training to authorised slaughtermen as it relates to personal hygiene, sanitation and 
animal welfare requirements. 

• The department approves documented Approved Arrangements for establishments and AIOs; 
audits and verifies compliance with all non-religious aspects of the production of halal meat; and 
issues halal export certificates jointly with the AIO.  

A halal certificate may only be issued by the department if the animals are slaughtered in 
accordance with Islamic rites, the meat has maintained its integrity as halal meat and the halal 
requirements of the importing country have been met. The department certifies that the slaughter 
and production of meat and meat products has been carried out in accordance with the AGAHP 
under the supervision of an AIO. The AIO certifies that: 
• the consignment of meat is from animals slaughtered by Muslim slaughtermen using a knife and 

in accordance with Islamic rites 
• the meat of animals slaughtered is halal and therefore suitable for consumption by Muslims 
• adequate precautions have been taken to prevent mixing with non-halal meat 
• all religious requirements of the importing country have been met.  

Only Australian Government approved Islamic organisations may jointly certify halal meat and meat 
products for export. These organisations are required to: 
• have an Approved Arrangement in place with the department covering all aspects of the AIO’s 

operations for the certification of halal meat 
• comply with all conditions stipulated under the Export Control Act, the Meat Orders, other 

related orders and the AGAHP 
• ensure that certification of halal meat is objective, fair, accurate and complete 
• comply with importing country requirements 
• undertake audits of establishments regularly (at least every three months for slaughtering 

establishments and at least every six months for non-slaughtering establishments (e.g. 
independent boning rooms, further processing establishments, cold stores) 

• participate in audits of establishments undertaken by the department  
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• participate in importing country reviews as required 
• keep accurate records  
• notify the department immediately if it becomes aware of any critical non-compliances at an 

establishment at which it is engaged 
• notify the department of any changes to relevant persons ( i.e. those persons who manage or 

control the certification operations of an AIO and the persons who issue certification) within 
seven days of the change.  

When seeking approval to become an AIO, an organisation must provide evidence that it is 
recognised by a local mosque and by an importing country authority as an approved Islamic 
Organisation for the purpose of engaging in operations for the certification of halal meat. The 
applicant must also demonstrate that it, either alone or jointly with another person, does not owe 
the Commonwealth debt being payable to the department. The name, address, qualifications and 
experience of all relevant persons involved in certification must be detailed in the application, as 
well as particulars of any serious offences or convictions of all relevant persons.  

All relevant persons must have the knowledge, training, skills and experiences to competently 
undertake all religious duties and make certifications; and relevant persons must be deemed as ‘fit 
and proper’ by the department, as prescribed under the Export Control (Prescribed Goods—General) 
Order 2005. The department does not make any separate evaluations of the relevant person’s 
competency in performing the religious aspects of the production of halal meat for export. Rather, it 
accepts evidence from the AIO that all relevant persons are competent in performing their duties in 
line with the religious requirements of the importing country. 

The department plays no role in selecting which AIO is used by an individual establishment; this is 
the responsibility of the establishment based on commercial arrangements and market access 
requirements. A list of approved Islamic organisations (see section 5) is provided on the 
department’s website, including identifying which organisation may certify for a particular market. 
Key Islamic markets, such as Indonesia, Malaysia, Saudi Arabia, Singapore, the United Arab Emirates 
and Qatar have strict requirements around which AIO may certify products, including some state-
based restrictions. For example, Indonesia requires that the Halal Certification Council may only 
certify halal meat and meat products in Queensland. In some cases, if an establishment wishes to 
use an alternative AIO, the establishment may provide a request to the department for on-
forwarding to the importing country’s overarching Islamic body for consideration, for example the 
Malaysian Department of Islamic Development.  

In addition to powers to approve AIOs, the Meat Orders also provides the department with powers 
to control AIOs via legal mechanisms, such as suspension or removal of accreditation or prosecution 
for breaches of requirements. The department may suspend or revoke accreditation if there are 
reasonable grounds to believe continued accreditation will result in trade from Australia being 
adversely affected. Accreditation may also be revoked or suspended if an AIO no longer meets 
requirements for accreditation; provides false, misleading or incomplete information to the 
department; fails to provide access to business premises and/or records for the purpose of audit; 
fails to provide assistance during audits; and/or ceases operations for the certification of halal meat 
for a period of six months or longer. 
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2.5 Organic certification 

The export of organic and bio-dynamic produce is underpinned by the Export Control (Organic 
Produce Certification) Orders 1997 (the Organic Orders) and the National Standard for Organic and 
Bio-dynamic Produce (the National Organic Standard). The Organic Orders ensure that products 
(including food, cosmetics and fibre) exported under the trade description ‘organic’, ‘biodynamic’, 
‘biological’, ‘ecological’ or any other word of similar indication is properly described, while the 
standard stipulates minimum requirements for products placed on the export market labelled with 
these terms.  

The total value of the organic industry within Australia is $1.72 billion annually, with total exports 
(including food and non-food products) valued at nearly $340 million9. The top five organic products 
exported include meat, processed foods, dairy, wine and beverages, and fruit and vegetables; while 
the top five export countries/regions are North America, Europe, Singapore/Malaysia, Hong Kong 
and Japan. 

The department does not issue government certification for the export of goods labelled as organic 
(or similar terms). As the competent authority for the Australian organic and biodynamic export 
sector, the department manages an export scheme along with certifying organisations that have 
been approved by the department. Under this scheme the department approves and conducts 
audits of certifying organisations to ensure ongoing compliance against the legislation, the National 
Organic Standard and importing country requirements. Operating conditions for certifying 
organisation are  outlined in the Government administrative arrangements for approved certifying 
organisations managing inspection and certification programs for the export of certified Australian 
organic and bio-dynamic produce (the Administrative Arrangements), including that all relevant 
persons conducting inspection and certification programs must be deemed by the department to be 
‘fit and proper’ as prescribed under the Export Control (Prescribed Goods—General) Order 2005. 

Once an organisation meets the Administrative Arrangements, it may then inspect and certify 
operations as organic as well as issue government organic export certificates on behalf of the 
department. Organic certificates can only be issued by an approved certifying organisation if: 
• the produce has been subjected to the organisation’s quality management (QM) system  
• the production and preparation of the produce has complied with an approved QM system 
• the produce and its preparation satisfy the organic produce importing requirements of the 

relevant importing country.  

Approved certifying organisations supply a monthly report to the department on the number of 
government organic export certificates, the type of certificates issued, a description of the goods 
and the country of destination.  

In the first quarter of 2015, more than 900 organic export certificates were issued for food stuffs 
labelled as organic or biodynamic. 

 

 

                                                           
9 Australian Organic Ltd, 2014, Australian Organic Market Report 2014, Australian Organic Ltd, Nundah 
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2.6 Other certification – Non-Prescribed Goods 

Order 8.05 of the Export Control (Prescribed Goods—General) Order 2005 allows the department to 
issue government certification for the export of goods that are not prescribed under the Export 
Control Act, that is, “non-prescribed goods” if certification is required by an importing country. 
These goods may be edible or non-edible, with edible non-prescribed goods including processed 
foods such as biscuits and cakes, honey, dry pet foods, beverages and nutritional supplements.  

If an exporter or their agent intends to export non-prescribed goods that require certification, under 
this Order they must apply in writing to the department for a government certificate. Information 
submitted by an exporter or their agent includes the following: 
• a description and quantity of the goods for export 
• the name of the exporter and importer 
• a description of the certificate sought 
• details of the establishment/s at which the goods were prepared. 

The department may also request the exporter or their agent to submit evidence validating that 
importing country requirements have been met by the local manufacturer prior to issuing 
government certification. Where importing countries require additional regulatory controls for non-
prescribed goods, certification requirements may also include physical inspection of the premises 
and/or goods, audits and/or declarations regarding the animal health status of the source animals. 

On the basis of an application, coupled with confirmation that importing country requirements have 
been met, the department will issue a government certificate for the export of these goods where 
required by an importing country. 
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3 LABELLING 

3.1 Domestic food labelling requirements 

Food labelling aids consumers in their decision-making through the provision of consistent and 
accurate information about food products. It provides assurances that the product is what it says it is 
and is safe to consume. Food labelling also includes sufficient traceability information to ensure that, 
if the product is deemed to be unsafe, it may be recalled rapidly.  

Primary responsibility for domestic food labelling policy and law rests with the Australian 
Government Department of Health, FSANZ and state and territory food regulatory agencies. The 
Australia New Zealand Food Standards Code (the Food Standards Code) applies to all food offered 
for sale in Australia, whether produced domestically or imported. The Food Standards Code sets out 
labelling requirements, including as they relate to food identification; weights and measures; 
mandatory warning and advisory statements and declarations; ingredients; date marking of 
packaged food; directions for use and storage; health and related claims; nutrition information 
requirements; and country of origin requirements. All labels must be legible, prominent, distinct 
from the background and in English.  

Food safety is the overarching principle for guiding decisions about food labelling requirements in 
Australia. The Food Standards Code prohibits the sale of unsafe food and all Australian food, 
regardless of its method of production, must meet Australian food safety requirements as set out in 
the Food Standards Code. Labelling food as halal, kosher, organic or similar is not mandated as the 
process or preparation of this food in no way changes the safety of the product. 

Fair trading laws in Australia require that labels do not misinform through false, misleading or 
deceptive representations. In Australia, this legislation includes the Australian Consumer Law 
contained in the Competition and Consumer Act 2010, enforced by the ACCC and state and territory 
offices of fair trading.  

The 2011 Review of Food Labelling Law and Policy10 made several recommendations relating to 
consumer value concerns, such as halal labelling. In particular, the review recommended that FSANZ 
consider adopting, by reference in the Code, values-based definitions and/or standards relating to 
specific food production methods and processes, if requested by industry, to achieve consistency of 
definitions. In response to this review, Australian, state and territory ministers responsible for food 
regulation agreed that a market-driven, self-regulatory approach to consumer value concerns, such 
as halal labelling, is likely to be more responsive to consumer needs than a regulatory response. 

3.2 Export food labelling requirements 

Orders under the Export Control Act require that labels on food and food products of animal origin 
include a trade description providing sufficient information to the importing country to ensure all 
claims about the product are true and correct and to allow rapid traceability if required. The trade 
description applied to products must include: 
• a description of the product, i.e. species and type of animal (e.g. mutton, sheep or lamb) 

                                                           
10 Blewett, N, Goddard, N, Pettigrew, S, Reynolds, C, Yeatman, H, 2011, Labelling Logic: Review of Food 
Labelling Law and Policy, Commonwealth of Australia, Canberra 
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• the net weight of the product 
• the country of origin of the product 
• the registration number of the establishments where the product was last prepared 
• the name and address of the occupier of the establishment or the exporter or consignee of the 

product 
• the date or dates of packaging 
• for products containing more than one ingredient, a list of ingredients in descending order of 

weight 
• the identity of the batch 
• directions for the storage or use of the product (e.g. meat and meat products must include a 

statement indicating whether they should be kept chilled or frozen). 

Canned products not permanently marked with a complete trade description at the time of filling 
must have the letters ‘EX’ followed by the registration number of the establishment embossed or 
permanently marked on the can. The date or dates on which the cans was closed and a description 
of the contents of the can must also be included.  

The AGAHP requires that the Australian Government official halal stamp be applied to all halal meat, 
carcase tags and/or carton labels before product can be removed from the registered establishment 
at which the animal was slaughtered or the meat was packaged to be eligible for export. 

A trade description must also be applied to prescribed goods under the Export Control (Plant and 
Plant Products) Order 2011. Trade descriptions for these products must: 
• contain sufficient information to enable the goods to be readily identified 
• contain sufficient information to enable the importing country authority to clear the goods 
• correctly describe the goods 
• not be ambiguous or unclear 
• satisfy any particular requirements under the Order relating to the application of trade 

descriptions 
• satisfy any requirements of the importing country. 

Importing countries may require additional information to be included on a label or have different 
requirements for how labels are presented. These requirements are clearly outlined in the Manual 
of Importing Country Requirements (MICoR – see section 5) and must be complied with for a 
product to be eligible for export. For example, Malaysia requires that halal certified meat and meat 
products include one halal mark (or logo) from the Australian Government and one halal mark from 
the Approved Islamic Organisation on product labels; while Mexico requires that two labels be 
placed on all cartons of meat and meat products: one in English and one in Spanish.  

Additional information may also be applied by an exporter to a label as long as it is not inconsistent 
with the trade description. For example, for meat and meat products this could include the cut of 
the meat; production type, such as grain-fed; or raising claims such as ‘wagyu’, hormone free or 
other descriptors. The department does not regulate what additional information may be included 
on a label apart from specifying that the information applied to food and food products must be 
accurate.  
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4 EXPORT CERTIFICATION FEES AND CHARGES – COST RECOVERY ARRANGEMENTS 

This section provides information about the costs of food-related certification issued by the 
department. It is Australian Government policy to charge recipients of specific services the full costs 
of providing those activities. Food exporters create a need for the department’s services and it is 
reasonable that they pay for these activities. The fees and charges applied recover the direct and 
indirect costs associated with management and delivery of those services. In line with government 
policy, charging arrangements are developed in accordance with the Australian Government Cost 
Recovery Guidelines and in consultation with the industries to which they apply. This process 
ensures that costs are allocated across affected industry sectors as fairly and equitably as possible. 

The Export Control Act provides the power to impose fees in relation to export services, with specific 
amounts set out in the Export Control (Fees) Orders 2001. Direct fees for the issuing of certificates 
are listed in table 3. 

Table 3 Fees associated with issuing an export certificate as at 30 June 2015 

Certificate Type Electronic Manual Replacement 
Health certificate – meat and meat products $49 $100 $500 
Health certificate – dairy and dairy products $21 $100 $500 
Health certificate – fish and dish products $33 $100 $500 
Health certificate – eggs and egg products $33 $100 $500 
Phytosanitary certificate $16 $100 $500 
Halal certificate $49 $100 $500 
Certificate – other (where inspection of an establishment is 
required) 

$112 $133 - 

Certificate – other (where inspection is not required) $55 $76 - 

Data source: Export Control (Fees) Orders 2001 

In addition to the cost of certificates, the department undertakes inspection and audit activities, as 
well as providing veterinary oversight (where relevant) with respect to the export of food products 
from Australia under the Export Control (Fees) Orders 2001, and has legislative authority to collect 
levies under the: 
• Export Inspection (Establishment Registration Charges) Act 1985 
• Export Inspection (Service Charge) Act 1985 
• Export Inspection (Quantity Charge) Act 1985 
• Export Inspection and Meat Charges Collection Act 1985 

Fees and charges have been specifically developed for each commodity sector, and reflect the 
specific requirements, processes and costs. Separate fees have been developed for the export of 
non-prescribed goods (NPG) from Australia which recognise the specific activities and costs 
associated with providing export certification services to this sector. Total revenue under cost 
recovery arrangements for each commodity program in the 2013–14 financial year is provided in 
table 4. This is the most recent full financial year for which data is available. 
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Table 4 Revenue collected under export program cost recovery arrangements for the 2013–14 financial year11 

Activity 
Stream 

Charge 
Category 

Revenue ($) 

Meat Fish & 
Egg Dairy Organic Hort Grain NPG 

Program 
Management 
and 
Administration 

Registration 3 918 200 1 195 765 1 246 169 45 000 1 737 980 715 150 - 

Throughput 11 762 984 - - - - 3 097 180 - 

Inspection and 
Audit 
  
  
  

Inspection 
(non-Vet) 23 130 979 - - - - 12 329 007 - 

Inspection 
(Vet) 21 832 884 - - - - - - 

Audit (Vet) 1 672 704 - - - - - - 
Audit (non-
Vet) 1 254 690 476 787 65 715 - - - 3 560 

Documentation 
and 
Certification 

Doc/Cert 9 484 145 1 557 622 851 155 - 1 306 976 2 481 412 2 390 912 

Total 73 056 587 3 230 174 2 163 039 45 000 5 596 757 18 622 749 2 394 472 

Data source: Department of Agriculture 

The department does not charge organisations to apply for or maintain approval as an Approved 
Islamic Organisation. Government fees associated with issuing halal certification are listed in Table 3.  

Organic certifying organisations are charged an application fee of $7 100 to become an approved 
organisation. Approved organisations are then invoiced an annual fee of $7 500 by the department. 
Under these programs, costs to the producer for inspection and certification fees and any associated 
levies are charged by the approved organisations and are not regulated by the department.  

The department does not have the legislative power to monitor nor manage commercial 
certification arrangements. The department is therefore not privy to the fees paid to Islamic or 
organic certifiers, nor how the certifiers subsequently use the monies received by them. 

 

  

                                                           
11 Revenue collected under cost-recovery arrangements for the organic, horticulture, grain and non-prescribed 
goods programs includes both food and non-food products 
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5 INFORMATION / COMMUNICATION 

In line with Australian Government information policy, the department recognises that information 
is a national resource and is managed for public purposes. Information about the department’s role 
in regulating and issuing export certification is provided as follows: 

• All legislation pertaining to the export of food is available on the Australian Government 
ComLaw website and the department provides direct links to this legislation from its website 
here: www.agriculture.gov.au/biosecurity/legislation/export. 

• Information about exporting specific commodities (and non-prescribed goods) can be found on 
the following departmental websites:  
– Meat and meat products: www.agriculture.gov.au/export/food/meat  
– Dairy and dairy products: www.agriculture.gov.au/export/food/dairy  
– Fish and fish products: www.agriculture.gov.au/export/food/fish  
– Egg and egg products: www.agriculture.gov.au/export/food/eggs  
– Plant and plant products (including horticulture): 

www.agriculture.gov.au/export/food/plants-grains-hort 
– Non-prescribed goods www.agriculture.gov.au/export/non-prescribed_goods.  

• Information about market access requirements are included in the Manual of Importing Country 
Requirements (MICoR) which may be accessed here: micor.agriculture.gov.au. For some 
commodities, access to this database is controlled by the department to ensure the integrity of 
Australia’s trade arrangements. Individuals or organisations with a legitimate reason to access 
MICoR may apply for access, with applications assessed by the department and approved where 
appropriate. 

• All fees and charges issued by the department in relation to food exports are provided in detail 
in the relevant legislation [e.g. Export Control (Fees) Orders 2001]. The department also provides 
further information about fees and changes, including links to commodity-specific regulatory 
impact statements here: www.agriculture.gov.au/export/food/fees-charges. 

• Information about the Australian Government Authorised Halal Program can be found here: 
www.agriculture.gov.au/export/food/meat/elmer-3/notices/2009/mn09-08. A list of all 
Authorised Islamic Organisations and the markets for which they are able to certify for is 
provided here: www.agriculture.gov.au/export/food/meat/elmer-3/list-islamic-halal-
certification. 

• Information about the department’s Export Organic Program, including links to the National 
Standard and Australian Government administrative arrangements can be found here: 
www.agriculture.gov.au/export/food/organic-bio-dynamic. 
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I don't understand why food manufacturers have to pay for certification. Do they also pay
 to market food Organic, Gluten free, Low GI. No! so why should Halal be different.
 
Mike Griffin
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SENATE INQUIRY: THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATION OF FOOD 

Submission from Mrs Ruth Beardsley,  

31 July 2015 

On 13 May 2015, the Senate referred the following matters to the Economics References Committee for 

inquiry and report by 30 November 2015: 

a. the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not limited to,

schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and general food safety

certification schemes;

b. current labelling requirements of food certification schemes;

c. the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees;

d. whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make informed

purchasing decisions;

e. details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and the potential for

these to impact on prices for consumers;

f. the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and returns to

producers;

g. the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including, but not

limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any related matters.

a. The extent of certification is only becoming known because of consumer pressure on food

companies which do not often disclose the certifications of their products.  Products like Coon 

Cheese have hidden the label inside the packaging, which is a bit  unusual considering that 

certifications are normally a marketing decision.  Why hide the fact?  Halal certification is being 

paid for in relation to products that are not food related.  The extent of certification seems 

significant and has prompted me to change the way I shop. 

b/c. Labelling should be clear and big enough to be read without reading glasses. 

d. Current halal certification schemes should disclose the payment of Zakat, and the possibility

that the fees paid to the certifier could end up funding the Islamic requirement for  Jihad.  Read 

or listen to any number of works available from reliable sources 

(http://pointdebasculecanada.ca/muslim-association-of-canada-a-contributor-to-hamas-fund-

collector-controls-halal-certification-in-quebec/ , or Clare Lopez 

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aVD-aOvo-iU)  

e.My main issue is with certification schemes which remain undisclosed.  If I want Kosher food,

I go to a shop which has a special Kosher section.  If I want to avoid halal certified food and 

other products, it is difficult to do so, because some companies are a bit reluctant to disclose this 

vital information.  Price is a secondary issue for me, in relation to religious certifications.  The 

funding of any religion via certification fees should well and truly be disclosed. 

f. Even for export, the necessity of certification for Muslims is questionable, as some devout

Muslims have come out in opposition to any certification scheme as the only requirement is that 

devout  Muslims who wish  to can simply bless the food in their own unique and special way.   

g. I must say that when I found out about halal certification schemes - which fund the promotion

of  Islam - I was upset at first, but I am now thankful for the perfidy of big companies such as 

Cadburys.   Companies like Cadburys operate in a free market, and I must say that many 

Australian consumers are voting with their feet.  I only use Woolworths to buy toilet paper 

(which reminds me I have to check which brands are not funding any religion).  In particular, the 

halal certification industry has driven me out of the loving arms of Coles and Woolies, and 

http://pointdebasculecanada.ca/muslim-association-of-canada-a-contributor-to-hamas-fund-collector-controls-halal-certification-in-quebec/
http://pointdebasculecanada.ca/muslim-association-of-canada-a-contributor-to-hamas-fund-collector-controls-halal-certification-in-quebec/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aVD-aOvo-iU


prompted me to make different choices about where I shop, and I am deeply thankful for this 

awakening.  I now ask suppliers whether products (both food and non food) are halal certified.  If 

they are, I steer clear of them.   

In closing, I would only like to say that Islamic doctrine promotes values which are antithetical 

to democratic ideals.  Anyone who promotes the ideas of jihad and martyrdom contained in the 

Koran, the Hadith and the Sira should be regarded as an enemy of freedom.   

Here is why I am against halal certification schemes: 

Halal Certification monies are used to further the advance of Islamic doctrine which does not 

comply with Australian laws in relation to sedition and incitement.  

[http://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Parliamentary_Departments/Parliamentary_Library

/Publications_Archive/archive/sedition] 

Islamic doctrine instructs its followers to hate, mock, punish, behead, confuse, plot against, 

terrorise, annihilate, kill, crucify and make war on – kafirs (unbelievers).  Also, kafirs are 

considered ignorant, disgraced, and cursed and may be stolen from and raped. 

[http://www.politicalislam.com/kafir/] 

The promotion of Islamic doctrine contained in the Qur’an, the Hadith and the Sira does not 

reference humanity as a whole, rather it splits humanity into believers and unbelievers (kafirs) 

which makes it a more of a political doctrine than a universal religion. 

It is unarguably against the law for any institution (including mosques, corporations or 

individuals) to promote these ideas (sedition and incitement), which are contained in the 

Islamic doctrine.  In other words, if I formed a political party, 60% of whose constitution called 

for the murder and abuse of non-members, child sex and the cutting off of arms and legs of law 

breakers, should my party be registered at State, Territory or Federal level?  Quick answer: NO. 

The bulk of Islamic doctrine is directed at the kafir, which as stated above makes Islam overtly 

political, rather than for all of humanity. 

1

Finally, I am the target of the incitement to violence contained within Islam.  I am not prepared 

to fund the promotion of Islam with certification fees to promote ideas which make me a target 

of horrific abuse. 

1 http://cspipublishing.com/statistical/charts.html#Bible 

http://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Parliamentary_Departments/Parliamentary_Library/Publications_Archive/archive/sedition
http://www.politicalislam.com/blog/kafir
http://cspipublishing.com/statistical/charts.html#Bible
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31st July 2015

To Whom It May Concern:

I wish to make a submission relating to the Senate inquiry into the third party certification of food. In the
following paragraphs I discuss my concerns in relation to several of the terms of reference.

b. current labelling requirements of food certification schemes;
c. the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees;

It appears as though there is an extensive practice of halal certification of food products that
largely goes undeclared on the labelling.  This creates doubt, resentment and a feeling of
exploitation in the minds of consumers who are part of the majority and who do not wish to
support in any way a religion they do not subscribe to.

If it becomes a legal requirement for companies to declare through labelling that a food product
has been certified for religious purposes at any stage during its production, including any of its
ingredients, I fear that consumers shall see the ‘halal certified’ logo on nearly all food products
and it will be difficult to avoid.

For this reason, I think it is only fair on the vast majority of consumers that there should be a
stop to the current widespread and commercially-based religious certification of foods whereby
people who are not members of that religion are unwittingly financially supporting it.

e. details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and the potential
for these to impact on prices for consumers;

I do not have any issues with organic, GMO, or general food safety certification schemes, since
these are directly related to the quality of the food.  Consumers who purchase these products
for these reasons should be willing to pay extra for the costs associated with these certification
schemes, which ensure the food meets the standards they are expecting (i.e. user pays).

My concerns are mainly related to the certification of foods for religious purposes, since these do
not relate to the quality of the food but rather to superstitions that I and many non-religious
people do not subscribe to. I do not believe it is fair that non-religious people or members of
other religions should pay more for the products they buy simply because a small percentage of
the population supposedly require their food to go through a ritual.

I would like for the government to investigate how much extra consumers are paying as a result
of these religious certification schemes.  Even if it is only a few cents per product, it all adds up
and it is a few cents that has been added just to satisfy the superstitions of a small percentage of
the population and is an unnecessary and unlawful tax for everyone else.

If it is indeed discovered that food products cost the consumer more due to the certification
process, then I for one strongly believe there should be an end to the widespread religious



certification of food products in Australia. If religious people need to have their food certified, I
accept that this is their right and I do not wish to prevent them from having access to certified
food products, as long as they are willing to pay the full associated costs.

Putting an end to the current commercially-orientated religious certification of food in Australia
is, I believe, not an act of discrimination against any members of any religion.  It would, however,
ensure fairness and equality for all consumers – whether members of minority groups or the
majority – by upholding the principle of ‘user pays’.

d. whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make informed
purchasing decisions;
g. the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including, but not
limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any related matters.

I think that most Australian consumers are not aware of the extent of halal certification and the
potential implications it has in advancing extremist Islamic ideology and the resultant
undermining of the values of fairness, tolerance and democracy that we cherish in this country.

It is my understanding that halal certification is a recent business construct born in the 1980s.  I
have also learnt that in Islam, everything on Earth is halal except for what has been declared
haram (unlawful) by Allah and His Messenger.  This means that Muslims are supposedly free to
eat anything that is not haram and makes halal largely unnecessary. It seems clear then that the
whole halal certification scheme we see today is purely for commercial reasons.

So where does the money go and who benefits? If the proceeds are distributed to the wider
community, this is acceptable, except for the fact that consumers should have a choice as to
whether they want to contribute or not, such as with making donations to charities. If the
profits simply line the pockets of the certifiers then the whole certification scheme is a rort and
the perpetrators need to be brought to justice.  If the profits end up solely or primarily in the
Islamic community – whether domestic or international – then this is totally unfair and is not
compatible with Australian democratic values.

I, and I expect many others, suspect the proceeds of halal certification schemes end up making
the certifiers wealthy as well as supporting the Islamic community and advancing Islam is this
country.  As a consumer, I feel exploited and resentful at the thought that an unlawful and unfair
tax has been imposed upon me with the proceeds of this tax potentially supporting a belief
system I do not subscribe to. I feel this way about any religious certification schemes that are
potentially involved with promoting the destabilisation of our democracy.

I acknowledge that members of minority groups in Australia undoubtedly possess the same rights as all
Australians, but as a proud citizen of this country I believe the Australian Government needs to be strong
in upholding the rights of the majority.

Thank you for your consideration.

Yours Sincerely 
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The Secretariat 
Standing Committee 
Committee on Economics / Third Party Certification of Food 
Australian Federal Parliament 
Canberra   ACT. 
 
Dear Sir / Madam, 
 
RE: Submission: Third Party Certification of Food  
 
1.  
By what National Islamic authority does or can these ‘certifiers’ operate?  
 
2. 
Are these certifiers simply opportunistic salespersons attempting to exploit their 
ideology onto uninformed food manufacturers? 
 
3. 
By what legitimate cost basis do these certifiers set the value of certification? 
 
4. 
By what criteria do they vary the value across food products? 
 
5. 
If there is a variation in charged value across various food products, is it equitable? 
 
6. 
Food products vary in price across market status and quality. What is the added value 
of Halal certification? 
 
7. 
Some food products receive ‘certification’ because they are scientifically healthy and 
contribute to the well being of the consumer. 
 
What scientific research substantiates a Halal endorsement on the various food 
products as adding value to health of the Australian population? 
 
8. 
Is the Halal certification a restriction in trade? 
 
9. 
Is the Halal certification interfering with a competitive marketplace by adding a 
valueless endorsement? 
 
10. 
Is the Halal certification a criminal matter that operates in the form of a ‘protection 
racket’? 
 



 
11. 
Are the food producers who pay the Halal certification passing this cost onto the 
wider Australian public? 
 
12. 
Why are the food producers ‘forcing’ the wider Australian public to pay for 
something that is irrelevant to their lifestyle? 
 
13. 
Why should a minority group force their food values onto the majority of the 
Australian people? 
 
14. 
If food producers are convinced that Halal certification is necessary then they should 
differentiate their product and charge more for the certified product? 
 
15. 
This valueless certification that adds unnecessarily to product costs should be referred 
to the ACCC as a restriction on trade and or interfering with consumer choice? 
 
16. 
This Halal certification appears to be discriminatory by enforcing their lifestyle as 
being superior and in forcing the wider Australian public to accept without choice 
their endorsed foods?  
 
17. 
I do not want my details made public. 
 
These Islamic people are globally seen to be extremely intolerant to western 
democratic society and are seen to be litigious as a form of ‘bullying’. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Dr. R.W .Robinson 

 
   

 
 
ps. It was hopeless trying to send this submission through the internet = very 
confusing and blocked.  
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Jeff Colby 
 

 
 

 
31 July 2015 
 
Senate Standing Committees on Economics  
 
PO Box 6100  
Parliament House  
Canberra ACT 2600  
economics.sen@aph.gov.au  
 
SUBMISSION TO SENATE INQUIRY INTO FOOD CERTIFICATION SCHEMES 
 
In regard the enquiry terms: 
 
b. current labelling requirements of food certification schemes;  
 
c. the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees;  
 
d. whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make informed 
purchasing decisions;  
 
g. the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including, but not 
limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any related matters.”  
 
I make the following submission. 
 
There is not enough information to consumers of food products available at the point of sale 
and/or on a product label itself, in regard to Islamic Halal certification fees detailing which 
food producers and suppliers are paying Islamic Halal certification fees, how much money 
has been paid to whom, and what specifically certification fees are ultimately spent on. This 
concern includes the potential for Halal certification payments to support violence acts 
against humans who do not follow the ideology of Islam. 
 
This concern is due to Islamic law mandating that followers of the ideology of Islam 
 (where a follower is known as a Muslim; that is one who enslaves themselves to the 
commandments of a metaphysical entity known as Allah by following commandments 
allegedly stated by the metaphysical Allah to another metaphysical entity known as an 
angel, who in turn allegedly stated these to a human, the Islamic prophet Muhammad, and 
written into an instruction manual known as the Koran / Qur’an) to pay a levy of Muslim’s 
income, known as of Zakat, to be spent on Islamically defined purposes. 
 
Islamic law defines what Zakat can be used for. The Classic Manual of Islamic Sacred Law’ 
Umdat al-Salik, page 272, 8.7 clearly defines eight categories permissible for Zakat o be paid. 
The seventh category is for ‘Those fighting for Allah’, meaning Muslims ‘engaged in Islamic 



military operation’, including money for weapons.  The Islamic instruction manual, the 
Qur’an, places a mandatory requirement on the followers the ideology of Islam to fight non 
followers of Islam in the cause of Allah by way of verse 2.190 and verse 9:36. The annotated 
Qur’an published by the King Fahd Complex for the printing of the Holy Qur’an, 
unequivocally details this mandatory Islamic requirement, where the it states under verse 
2.190 ‘Al-Jihad (holy fighting) in Allah’s Cause (with full force of numbers and weaponry) is 
given the utmost importance in Islam and is one of its pillars (on which it stands) By Jihad 
Islam is established’.  Furthermore  it states  ‘Jihad is an obligatory duty in Islam on every 
Muslim and he who tries to escape from this duty , or does not in his innermost heart wish 
to fulfil this duty, dies with the quality of a hypocrite’. 
 
In addition to the concerns detailed above, there is a further separate concern that not 
enough information is provided with animal products where the animal may have been 
killed with an Islamic ritual Halal slaughter which unlike lethal bolt or Kosher slaughter is 
not a best available procedure to minimise unnecessary trauma and stress to an animal at 
the point of death.   
 
 
 
 
References 
 

1. Reliance of the Traveller, Revised edition 2008, The Classic Manual of Islamic Sacred 
Law ‘Umdat al-Salik’ by Ahmed idn Naqib al-Misri, edited and Translated by Nuh 
Ha Mim Keller. Amana Publication, Beltsville, Maryland United States of America. 
  

2. The Noble Qur’an , with English Translation of Arabic by Dr. Muhammad Taqi-ud-
Din Al- Hilali and Dr. Muhammad Mushsin Khan, 2005, King Fahd Complex for the 
printing of the Holy Qur’an, Madinah. Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. 

 



ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 1345

Submission Details: Confidential





ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 1346

Submission Details: Name Withheld





To the Senate Inquiry Into Food Certification Schemes 
Subject: Halal Certification 
 
I refer to items c. the need for labeling on products produced by companies that 
pay certification fees, and d. whether current schemes provide enough 
information for Australian consumers to make informed purchasing decisions 
 
Australia is not a Muslim country and it is therefore not right to impose ‘halal’ on 
all of us. We bought a toothpaste and was horrified to see a ‘halal certified’ logo 
on it! Why is this so in a democratic and free country? Most companies even do 
not reveal that there has been a halal fee paid on their products, or their labels 
are so small and insignificant – too hard for consumers to read. Why are we 
subject to pay towards something that we do not agree with? My wife went to a 
restaurant where they serve pork in the buffet and there was a ‘halal certified’ 
letter displayed at the entrance! What does this ‘halal certified’ mean? Who is 
imposing this ‘halal fee’ on us? 
 
Current schemes do not provide enough information for Australian consumers to 
make informed choices when we walk into the supermarkets. Suppliers and 
manufacturers must label their goods clearly so we can choose not to buy them. 
Make it fair and ‘user pay’ only.  
 
Thank you for bringing this matter before parliament.  
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Submission to the Senate on Third Party Certification of Food 
31/07/2015 

 
Committee Secretariat: 
Senate Standing Committees on Economics 
PO Box 6100, Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600 
P: +61 2 6277 3540 
F: +61 2 6277 5719 
E: economics.sen@aph.gov.au 
 

 
I consider it important that the Australian government introduce a mandatory labelling system that 
clearly indicates: 
 1) If a food item has been certified to denote that it meets certain religious based standards, or 
ideological related standards, such as halal or kosher certification, and; 
2) The name of the religion or ideology that relates to that certification, such as Islam or Judaism; 
 
I would like to see the Australian government introduce a publicly accessible Third Party Food 
Certification (TPC) website that clearly provides: 
a) The names of all food certifying organisations in Australia, together with their formal statement 

of aims. This list should not be limited to organisations certifying compliance with religious or 
ideological based standards; 

b) The fees that these individual food certification groups claim they charge food producers and 
manufacturers; 

c) The actual fees paid by individual Australian food companies to third party certification 
organisations. These costs should be provided in terms of the initial costs, total recurring 
annual costs, and the costs per unit food produced or manufactured in a way relevant to a 
consumer. For example dollars per kg of beef or cheese, or dollars per litre of fluid, produced 
or manufactured by the food company. This data would need to be collected by a governmental 
organisation in such a manner that it will allow these companies to make anonymous 
responses;  

d) The latest official financial records of all Australian food certifying organisations, including the 
extent to which a portion of their funds are given to umbrella organisations, both domestically 
and internationally, and the names of these umbrella organisations. For example Majelis Ulama 
Indonesia, which apparently has a halal certification branch involved in approving halal 
certifiers in over 20 countries.1 There should also be disclosure of donations and contributions 
made by the certification providers to other organisations and individuals.  

e) Information regarding credence claims associated with third party certification providers. I have 
heard credence claims made by food manufacturers or food producers, and various 
certification providers, that halal certification results in a higher standard of hygiene in the 
associated food industry. This creates the impression in the consumer that standards of 
hygiene are not otherwise monitored adequately or at all. It is important that food consumers 

                                                 
1 Australian Broadcasting Commission, Fact check: Does halal certification fund terrorism?,  
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-04-14/fact-check-does-halal-certification-fund-terrorism/6383238, 
accessed 10/05/2105. 

mailto:economics.sen@aph.gov.au
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-04-14/fact-check-does-halal-certification-fund-terrorism/6383238
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are informed that food safety standards do exist, and that all food businesses in Australia must 

adhere to the National Food Safety Program. The Food Safety Program ‘is to be implemented 

and reviewed by the food business, and is subject to periodic audit by a suitably qualified food 
safety auditor.’2 Another example of credence claims associated with third party certification 
providers is that ‘organic’ food is healthier for the consumer. Such implications should be 
factually discussed by a respected government body on the TPC website. Consumers would 
then more readily be able to weigh up the evidence. 

f) Information concerning all the processes a food producer or manufacturer needs to carry out in 

order to meet the third party certifier’s requirements. This may include the number of quality 

control tests carried out per period of time, or how a religious standard is going to be met in the 
case of religious or ideologically associated third party certification organizations.  

 
Reasons for these requests are as follows:  
Point 1): A mandatory labeling system that clearly indicates if a food item has been certified to 
denote that it meets certain religious based standards, or ideological related standards. 
 
At present it is extremely difficult to read many of the existing food labels. For example, labels that 
relate to halal certification are very varied in their appearance, and so it is not easy to determine if 
a food item is halal certified. Clearer labeling would allow those in the community who do not wish 
to support a particular religion or ideology to be able to avoid doing so unintentionally. I, like many 
others, wish to have the choice of whether or not our food expenditure will be used to support 
various religious or ideological practices. Most Australians are strongly committed to the principle 
of freedom of choice, and wish to be able to exercise this freedom where it is reasonable to do so. 
 
Point 2): The name of the religion or ideology that relates to that certification, such as Islam or 
Judaism.  
 
Current labeling does not inform the consumer which religion or ideology is related to the 
certification image. There are those in the community who do not know that, for example, kosher 
food relates to Judaism, or that halal relates to Islam.  
 
Points a) to f): The Australian public should be made more aware of certification costs, and the 
financial magnitude of the certifying industries, so that they are informed of the impact these 
processes have, or may have, on increasing the costs of food. The Australian public should also be 
informed as to what is involved in the certification process carried out by the food manufacturer so 
that they can exercise informed choice. For example if a food producer has qualified for an 

‘organic’ food certification label, does that mean the food producers product is checked once a 

month, or once every two years? Does the food producer received warnings as to when they will 
be audited by the third party certifier? Does an abattoir need to have every head of cattle prayed 
over at or near the time of slaughter?   
 

                                                 
2 Food Safety Programs. A guide to Standard 3.2.1 Food safety programs. First edition, June 2007. 
https://www.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/270D88C279EB298DCA257BF000
1C96FA/$File/6B1.%20Guide%20to%20Std%20321%20Food%20Safety%20Programs.PDF, 
accessed 31/07/15 

https://www.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/270D88C279EB298DCA257BF0001C96FA/$File/6B1.%20Guide%20to%20Std%20321%20Food%20Safety%20Programs.PDF
https://www.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/270D88C279EB298DCA257BF0001C96FA/$File/6B1.%20Guide%20to%20Std%20321%20Food%20Safety%20Programs.PDF
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Collecting anonymously the actual costs the food producers and manufacturers pay to certification 
organisations is important to help monitor if threats and extortion are being used. The ABC News 
Fact check: Does halal certification fund terrorism? states that it: ‘contacted dozens of 
Australian food companies about [the cost of?] halal certification, many of whom didn’t respond.’ 
This lack of response by Australian food companies could be an indication that they are fearful of 
negative outcomes should they have made a response. It is easy to imagine that any certification 
organisation, ideologically based or otherwise, may harbour individuals who use their position to 
extort the food producers. Furthermore, the publication of such data may help monitor the 
existence of certification cartels, and allow food producers and manufacturers greater control of the 
fees they pay to certification groups.  
 
It is relevant to note that at least some certification funds from some groups may find their way into 
funding various nefarious activities. This concern is held by many Australians, and is another 
reason why clear labeling will give those who have such concerns the ability to choose food 
relevant to their concerns. Greater disclosure on how certification funds are allocated would 
provide the public with the necessary information to make informed decisions, and to decide 
whether or not their concerns are valid. The following pages, and the appendix, relating specifically 
to halal certification, outlines why this concerns appear to be reasonable. Please note that I believe 
strongly that many Muslim people have as their priority the desire to live peacefully and in harmony 
with their non-Muslim neighbours. The activities of some portions of the Islamic community should 
not be used to create a blanket negative attitude towards all Muslims, or Muslim operated 
businesses, or businesses associated with Islam.  
 
Financial magnitude of the halal market: 
The Australian Broadcasting Corporation (ABC) News publication, titled: Fact check: Does halal 
certification fund terrorism?3 points out that a 2012 Malaysian estimate of the halal food industry 
was ‘between $US600 billion and $US2.1 trillion. …’ 
 
A document titled the Global Finance Industrial Report has a chapter titled The Global Halal 
Industry: An Overview.4 It states: “The global halal industry is estimated to be worth around 
USD2.3 trillion (excluding Islamic finance). Growing at an estimated annual rate of 20%, the 
industry is valued at about USD560 billion a year.” If the so-called short scale terminology was 
being used, these figures equate to US$2,300,000,000,000 and US$560,000,000,000 respectively. 
This is certainly a huge industry. When using an internet based currency conversion, with the 
current rate (as of 08/05/2015) being 1.00 Australian dollar equaling 0.79 US dollars, then USD2.1 
equates to AUD2.65. To put these figures into perspective, Austrade states that the GDP of 
Australia in 2015 is approximately US$1.5 trillion.5 
 
The above paragraph notes that the principle of halal can extend beyond the realm of halal food. 
According to United World Halal Development: ‘The concept of halal is not confined to food itself. 

                                                 
3 Australian Broadcasting Commission, Fact check: Does halal certification fund terrorism?,  
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-04-14/fact-check-does-halal-certification-fund-terrorism/6383238, 
accessed 10/05/2105. 
4 http://www.gifr.net/gifr2013/ch_13.PDF 
5 Australian Government: Australian Trade Commission, Growth, 
http://www.austrade.gov.au/digital-benchmark/growth.html, accessed 10/05/2015. 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-04-14/fact-check-does-halal-certification-fund-terrorism/6383238
http://www.gifr.net/gifr2013/ch_13.PDF
http://www.austrade.gov.au/digital-benchmark/growth.html
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Halal products and services also include cosmetics, pharmaceuticals, clothing, financial services, 
tourism and medical.’6  
 
Financial magnitude of the halal certification industry 
Given the halal market (excluding financial halal business) is currently worth trillions of dollars, the 
next question is how large is the global business of halal certification. It seems this is not easy to 
answer. The ABC News Fact check: Does halal certification fund terrorism? states that it: 
‘contacted dozens of Australian food companies about [the cost of?] halal certification, many of 
whom didn’t respond.’ This lack of response by Australian food companies could be an indication 
that they are fearful of negative outcomes should they have made a response.  
 
The ABC News Fact check noted that the Australian Department of Agriculture has formal 
arrangements with 21 Islamic organisations certifying ‘halal meat and red meat products for 
export.’ Fact Check notes that just one of these 21 organisations, namely the Supreme Islamic 
Council of Halal Meat in Australia (SICHMA), reported in the financial year 2013 to 2014 that ‘just 
over [AUD]$400,000 was “halal audits’.  
 
 

Appendix  
Allocation of halal certification industry funds 

A portion of halal certification funds raised by organisations that provide such certification is given 
to mosques and Islamic & non-Islamic charities. The ABC News Fact Check article referred to 
above states that a halal certifying organisation in Australia does: 
 

…donate some of its profits to Islamic schools and mosques as part of its broader 
community engagement program, which includes donations to children’s hospitals and the 
Cancer Council Australia. 

 
It seems reasonable to believe that if at least one Australian halal certifying organisation does 
donate to Islamic schools and mosques in Australia, then others may be channeling their funds in a 
similar way. This understanding then leads on to the next question: Is there any potential for halal 
certification funds to be delivered to pro-Islamist mosques and Islamist terrorist activities? 
I will comment on this question in two sections: 1) Activities of mosques; 2) Activities of Islamic 
charities. 
 
1) Activities of Mosques: 
Halal certification funds raised in countries outside of Australia do appear to have been given to 
pro-Islamist mosques and then onto terrorist activities, or at least the promotion of terrorist 
activities. Some mosques are used to promote terrorism and the propagation of political Islam.  
 
Many Westerners probably view Mosques around the world as simply being peaceful places where 
Muslims worship Allah. This view may be largely correct. However, mosques are more than places 
of worship, and their activities are not always peaceful from a Western point of view. One former 
Muslim leader, Dr Shayesteh, wrote that: 

                                                 
6 United World Halal Development, Global halal market,  http://www.unwhd.com/halal-global-
market.html, accessed 10/05/2015. 

http://www.unwhd.com/halal-global-market.html
http://www.unwhd.com/halal-global-market.html
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 A mosque, in addition to being a place of worship is also a court, a military garrison, and a 
 parliament for Committed Muslims to prepare themselves in every aspect for fighting non-
 Muslims or any infidelity among Muslims… The mosque is also vital for establishing  
 Muslims as sovereign over non-Muslims in a non-Islamic society. Building a mosque in a 
 non-Islamic society or country symbolizes Islam’s claim over that society or country, even 
 with a non-Muslim majority.7 
 
Because of concerns about mosques encouraging the destruction of Britain, the worldwide spiritual 
leader of the Islamic Ahmadiyya Muslim Community,8 Mirza Masroor Ahmad, stated in January 
2015 that ‘… sermons in all the mosques should be monitored during Fridays.’9 His community has 
built over 15,000 mosques. 
 
There are international examples of mosques encouraging or participating in violence, namely in 
Pakistan,10,11,12; Kenya,13; the Gaza strip,14; and Lebanon,15. 
 
• A 2011 survey published in the journal Perspectives on Terrorism found that of 100 mosques 
surveyed in the United States (U.S.) ‘51% had texts on site rated as severely advocating violence; 
30% had texts rated as moderately advocating violence; and 19% had no violent texts at 
all. Mosques that presented as Shari'a adherent were more likely to feature violence-positive texts 
on site than were their non-Sharia-adherent counterparts.  In 84.5% of the mosques, the imam 
recommended studying violence-positive texts.’16,17 By the end of 2011, there were at least 2,106 

                                                 
7 D Shayesteh, The House I Left Behind: A Journey from Islam to Christ, Talesh Books, Sydney, 
Australia, 2012, p. 89. He cites Surah 33:27 
8 Ahmadiyya Muslim Community: An Overview, https://www.alislam.org/introduction/index.html, 
accessed 16/05/2015. Quote based on listening to the radio interview with Shelagh Fogarty. 
9 Muslim Leader Says: Monitor All Mosque Sermons, http://www.lbc.co.uk/muslim-spiritual-leader-
arm-all-police-to-stop-extremists-103527, accessed 16/05/2015 
10 Agence France-Presse in Islamabad, Pakistan court issues arrest warrant for Red Mosque 
cleric, The Guardian: Australia edition, http://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/dec/27/pakistan-
court-issues-arrest-warrant-for-red-mosque-cleric, accessed 10/05/2015. 
11 A Baker, Storming the Red Mosque, Time, 
http://content.time.com/time/world/article/0,8599,1641630,00.html, accessed 10/05/2015. 
12 A Baker, Storming the Red Mosque, Time, 
http://content.time.com/time/world/article/0,8599,1641630,00.html, accessed 10/05/2015. 
13 BBC News, Kenya police seize weapons in Mombassa mosque raid, 
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-30078973, accessed 10/05/2015. 
14 T McCoy, Why Hamas stores its weapons inside hospitals, mosques and schools, The 
Washington Post, http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/morning-mix/wp/2014/07/31/why-hamas-
stores-its-weapons-inside-hospitals-mosques-and-schools/, accessed 10/05/2015. 
15 Al Arabiya, Exclusive footage: Lebanese cleric turned mosque into military 
base,http://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/middle-east/2013/06/25/Exclusive-footage-Lebanese-
cleric-turned-mosque-into-military-base.html, accessed 10/05/2015. 
16 M Kedar & D Yerushalmi, Sharia adherence mosque survey: Correlations between sharia 
adherence and violent dogma in U.S. mosques, Perspectives on Terrorism, 2011, vol. 5 (5-6), 
http://www.terrorismanalysts.com/pt/index.php/pot/article/view/sharia-adherence-mosque-survey, 
accessed 10/05/2015. 
17 WJ Murray, Study shows U.S. mosques are repositories of Muslim Brotherhood literature and 
preachers, Religious Freedom Coalition, 
 

https://www.alislam.org/introduction/index.html
http://www.lbc.co.uk/muslim-spiritual-leader-arm-all-police-to-stop-extremists-103527
http://www.lbc.co.uk/muslim-spiritual-leader-arm-all-police-to-stop-extremists-103527
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/dec/27/pakistan-court-issues-arrest-warrant-for-red-mosque-cleric
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/dec/27/pakistan-court-issues-arrest-warrant-for-red-mosque-cleric
http://content.time.com/time/world/article/0,8599,1641630,00.html
http://content.time.com/time/world/article/0,8599,1641630,00.html
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-30078973
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/morning-mix/wp/2014/07/31/why-hamas-stores-its-weapons-inside-hospitals-mosques-and-schools/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/morning-mix/wp/2014/07/31/why-hamas-stores-its-weapons-inside-hospitals-mosques-and-schools/
http://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/middle-east/2013/06/25/Exclusive-footage-Lebanese-cleric-turned-mosque-into-military-base.html
http://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/middle-east/2013/06/25/Exclusive-footage-Lebanese-cleric-turned-mosque-into-military-base.html
http://www.terrorismanalysts.com/pt/index.php/pot/article/view/sharia-adherence-mosque-survey
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mosques in the U.S, a large increase compared to the 1,209 in the year 2000.18 It should be noted 
that a survey of over 1,000 American Muslims in 2011 revealed that 81% believe that suicide 
bombing is never justified, and only 5% have a favourable view of al Queda.19 In 2001, it was 
estimated by Dr Tom W Smith of the University of Chicago that there were between 1.9 to 2.8 
million Muslims in the U.S.20 
 

• Mosques have been used as places were sermons encourage curses against Jews and 
Christians: ‘in almost every sermon, without exception imams [teachers of Islam] recite 
supplications against Jews and Christians and ask Allah that we defeat them, capture their 
women, and confiscate their possessions as booty’.21 
 

Internationally there is a connection between some mosques with terrorism, advocation of 
violence, and other negative aspects. 
 
Given the global nature of the halal certifying industry, and that it seems impossible to trace which 
mosques and which organisations around the world benefit from these funds, there is the potential, 
even if inadvertent, for some of the funds raised by halal certification, in some countries including 
Australia, to have funded mosques involved in terrorist-linked activities and activities designed to 
promote political Islam. 
 
2) Activities of Islamic charities. 
The ABC News Fact check: Does halal certification fund terrorism? document notes that at 
least one halal certifying organisation in Australia donates funds to a variety of Islamic and non-
Islamic charities. Given that internationally other halal certifying organisations donate to a variety of 
charities, it is relevant to note that more than one large Islamic charity has been a channel for 
terrorist funding.  
 
1) The Canadian government in April of 2014 listed a Muslim charity as a terrorist organisation, 
stating that: 
 
 The International Relief Fund for the Afflicted and Needy-Canada (IRFAN-Canada) is a not 
 for profit organization operating in Canada. Between 2005 and 2009, IRFAN-Canada  
 transferred approximately $14.6 million worth of resources to various organizations with  

                                                                                                                                                                  
http://www.religiousfreedomcoalition.org/2011/12/16/study-shows-u-s-mosques-are-repositories-of-
muslim-brotherhood-literature-and-preachers/, accessed 10/05/2015. 
18 Pew Research Centre, Controversies Over Mosques and Islamic Centers Across the U.S., 
http://www.pewforum.org/2012/09/27/controversies-over-mosques-and-islamic-centers-across-the-
u-s-2/, accessed 11/05/2015. 
19 Pew Research Centre, Muslim Americans: No signs of growth in alienation or support for 
extremism, http://www.people-press.org/2011/08/30/muslim-americans-no-signs-of-growth-in-
alienation-or-support-for-extremism/, accessed 10/05/2015. 
20 TW Smith, Estimating the muslim population in the United States 
http://www.ajc.org/site/apps/nlnet/content3.aspx?c=7oJILSPwFfJSG&b=8451903&ct=12481869, 
accessed 11/05/2015. 
21 (Fahd al-Hushani ‘[on the imam] supplication against Jews and Christians’ translated by 
MideastWire, cited in Barnabas March/April 2011 Mosques in Islam) 
http://issuu.com/barnabasfund/docs/barnabas_aid_march_-_april_2011/14, accessed 12/05/2015. 

http://www.religiousfreedomcoalition.org/2011/12/16/study-shows-u-s-mosques-are-repositories-of-muslim-brotherhood-literature-and-preachers/
http://www.religiousfreedomcoalition.org/2011/12/16/study-shows-u-s-mosques-are-repositories-of-muslim-brotherhood-literature-and-preachers/
http://www.pewforum.org/2012/09/27/controversies-over-mosques-and-islamic-centers-across-the-u-s-2/
http://www.pewforum.org/2012/09/27/controversies-over-mosques-and-islamic-centers-across-the-u-s-2/
http://www.people-press.org/2011/08/30/muslim-americans-no-signs-of-growth-in-alienation-or-support-for-extremism/
http://www.people-press.org/2011/08/30/muslim-americans-no-signs-of-growth-in-alienation-or-support-for-extremism/
http://www.ajc.org/site/apps/nlnet/content3.aspx?c=7oJILSPwFfJSG&b=8451903&ct=12481869
http://issuu.com/barnabasfund/docs/barnabas_aid_march_-_april_2011/14
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 links to Hamas. 22 
 
2) The Holy Land Foundation for Relief and Development was apparently the largest Islamic 
charity in the United States. The FBI reported that five former leaders of the charity were convicted 
of: 

funneling more than [US]$12 million to the Palestinian terrorist group Hamas. Guilty 
verdicts on all 108 counts against the Holy Land Foundation for Relief and Development 
were announced in federal court in Dallas, Texas, representing the largest victory against 
terrorist financing in the U.S. since the 9/11 attacks.23 

 
Sentences imposed on the founders of the Holy Land Foundation [HLF] varied from 15 to 65 
years.24 Apparently, documents and evidence released in the trial showed that: 
 

the charity was part of an apparatus set up in the U.S. to support efforts by the Muslim 
Brotherhood and Hamas. HLF was part of the Palestine Committee, an organizational structure 
that operated in the U.S. in support of the Muslim Brotherhood and the Muslim Brotherhood's 
Palestinian offshoot, Hamas… [One of the founders, Shukri Abu-Bakr, was also] one of three 
HLF leaders who attended an October 1993 meeting in Philadelphia of the Palestine 
Committee, which was set up by the Muslim Brotherhood to support Hamas.25 

 
The Australian Broadcasting Commission website, abc.net.au, has carried at least one article 
focusing on the Holy Land Foundation.26 This website has also reported27 that another Islamic 
charity, namely the Global Relief Foundation, has also been stated by the U.S. Department of 
Treasury to have ‘… connections to, has provided support for, and has provided assistance to 
Usama Bin Ladin, the al Qaida Network, and other known terrorist groups.’28 
 
It is probable that a proportion of funds raised from at least some halal certification businesses 
have, perhaps inadvertently, supported the above charities. This is especially so given that in 
Canada: 
 
 The Mounties, citing Canada Revenue Agency disclosure, say: "The Muslim Association of 
 Canada (MAC) provided $296,514 between 2001 and 2010" to IRFAN-Canada. The  

                                                 
22 Public Safety Canada, Currently Listed Entities, http://www.publicsafety.gc.ca/cnt/ntnl-scrt/cntr-
trrrsm/lstd-ntts/crrnt-lstd-ntts-eng.aspx#2052, accessed 17/05/2015 
23 Federal Bureau of Investigation, No Cash for Terror: Convictions Returned in Holy Land Case, 
http://www.fbi.gov/news/stories/2008/november/hlf112508, accessed 16/05/2015 
24 http://www.jta.org/2009/05/28/news-opinion/united-states/holy-land-founders-get-life-sentences, 
accessed 16/05/2015. 
25 Anti-Defamation League, Backgrounder: The Holy Land Foundation for Relief and Development, 
http://archive.adl.org/nr/exeres/83323767-981c-4e4d-9b77-70dd604d2d75,db7611a2-02cd-43af-
8147-649e26813571,frameless.html, accessed 16/05/2015. 
26 Breaking News, US Muslim charity charged with aiding Hamas, 
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2004-07-28/us-muslim-charity-charged-with-aiding-hamas/2016540, 
accessed 16/05/2015. 
27 New Canada, QMI Agency, B Daly, Canadian Muslim group funnelled $300K to Hamas-linked 
charity: Documents, http://www.torontosun.com/2015/01/28/canadian-muslim-group-funnelled-
300k-to-hamas-linked-charity-documents, accessed 17/05/2015. 
28 U.S. Department of the Treasury, Treasury Department Statement Regarding the Designation of 
the Global Relief Foundation, http://www.treasury.gov/press-center/press-
releases/Pages/po3553.aspx, accessed 17/05/2015. 

http://abc.net.au/
http://www.publicsafety.gc.ca/cnt/ntnl-scrt/cntr-trrrsm/lstd-ntts/crrnt-lstd-ntts-eng.aspx%232052
http://www.publicsafety.gc.ca/cnt/ntnl-scrt/cntr-trrrsm/lstd-ntts/crrnt-lstd-ntts-eng.aspx%232052
http://www.fbi.gov/news/stories/2008/november/hlf112508
http://www.jta.org/2009/05/28/news-opinion/united-states/holy-land-founders-get-life-sentences
http://archive.adl.org/nr/exeres/83323767-981c-4e4d-9b77-70dd604d2d75,db7611a2-02cd-43af-8147-649e26813571,frameless.html
http://archive.adl.org/nr/exeres/83323767-981c-4e4d-9b77-70dd604d2d75,db7611a2-02cd-43af-8147-649e26813571,frameless.html
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2004-07-28/us-muslim-charity-charged-with-aiding-hamas/2016540
http://www.torontosun.com/2015/01/28/canadian-muslim-group-funnelled-300k-to-hamas-linked-charity-documents
http://www.torontosun.com/2015/01/28/canadian-muslim-group-funnelled-300k-to-hamas-linked-charity-documents
http://www.treasury.gov/press-center/press-releases/Pages/po3553.aspx
http://www.treasury.gov/press-center/press-releases/Pages/po3553.aspx
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 Conservative government declared IRFAN-Canada a terrorist group on April 29, 2014 --  
 one day after the Mounties raided the charity.29  
 
The Muslim Association of Canada has a large interest in a halal certification business in Quebec. 
Apparently: 
 
 The certification agency is controlled by the Muslim Association of Canada (MAC), the main 
 Muslim Brotherhood organization in Canada. MAC owns the building where the certification 
 agency and the cultural centre are based and the administrators of the certification agency 
 are former MAC directors or they have publicly endorsed MAC’s positions in the past.30  
 
The above indicates that there is a connection between some halal certification groups, some 
Muslim charities, and terrorism and political Islam. 
 

                                                 
29  
30 Point de Bascule, Muslim Association of Canada: a contributor to Hamas fund collector controls 
halal certification in Quebec, http://pointdebasculecanada.ca/muslim-association-of-canada-a-
contributor-to-hamas-fund-collector-controls-halal-certification-in-quebec/, accessed 17/05/2015. 

http://pointdebasculecanada.ca/muslim-association-of-canada-a-contributor-to-hamas-fund-collector-controls-halal-certification-in-quebec/
http://pointdebasculecanada.ca/muslim-association-of-canada-a-contributor-to-hamas-fund-collector-controls-halal-certification-in-quebec/
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The Secular Party of Australia 

P.O.  Box  6004 
Melbourne,  Vic.  3004 

 
www.secular.org.au 

 
 

31 July 2015 
 
 
Senate Inquiry into Third Party Food Certification 
 
Committee Secretariat  
Senate Standing Committees on Economics 
 
Email: economics.sen@aph.gov.au 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
Re: Third party certification of food 
 
The test of whether a food certification scheme is suitable or not should be whether or not it provides a 
public benefit. Most such schemes can be considered in some way to have a public benefit motive. 
 
We doubt whether religious certification schemes provide a public benefit. As the ABC Fact Check 
website discloses, some of the money raised through Halal certification schemes goes to religious 
institutions such as mosques and Islamic schools. We do not regard this as a public benefit. 
 
Section 116 of the Constitution suggests that the government should not make laws in relation to 
religion. Hence we do not propose that such schemes, in particular, should be regulated. We do 
suggest that where the producer of a product pays certification fees for that product, then the consumer 
has the right to make an informed choice about the purchase of that product. 
 
We therefore submit that when certification has been paid for a product, then this should be disclosed 
on the product label. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
John Perkins 

 
President, Secular Party of Australia 
 
Ref: http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-04-14/fact-check-does-halal-certification-fund-
terrorism/6383238 
 
 
The Secular Party of Australia Inc is an incorporated association, Victorian registration No. A0047890Z 
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From: Matt Wallace 
Sent: Friday, 31 July 2015 3:56 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Food Certification Scheme Submission

To Whom it May Concern,
       i am very concerned that Australia has allowed a foreign
religious and political system with its own laws . "Sharia" to force
Australian companies  to pay a tax , a jizya tax , to display there logo
, halal certification , on their products.
       Not only do i find this practice highly offensive but as a
christian i am horrified that i have been eating food, and using other
products , to many to mention here, food that has been slaughtered or
sacrificed up to a false god , ALLAH, and as a Christian it is forbidden
for me to eat such food offered up to any false God.
       Also these animals are slaughtered in such a barbaric way as to
make any sane normal person sick to the stomach, this practice is
absolutely appalling and has no place in Australia or any modern humane
society.
        I have no objection to muslims wanting eat their version of
whats acceptable to them but to surreptitiously force it onto others is
not only highly offensive but also bordering on the criminal . If
muslims want to eat such food they can eat it it till the sun sets in a
muddy pond but it is up to them to pay for that privilege not the
general public , just as people who wish to eat vegetarian, kosher or
organic seek out and are willing to pay the extra costs of such products
do. To ask and demand that i pay for the muslims to eat their approved
products is highly, highly offensive to all Australians not just Christians.
        I am forced to take a booklet and a magnifying glass with me
when i go shopping as to be sure that i am not purchasing anything that
is alien to my religious and moral beliefs , this has to end .
         I respectfully implore the members of this hearing to make the
only sensible and moral choice and either abolish the halal
certification scheme entirely , which is clearly a scam and an islamic
jizya tax upon the Australian people, or at the very least force the
companies who choose to buy into the halal rort that they display a
clearly visible logo, not a tiny little undecipherable stamp hidden on
the back of product packaging or not at all,  on the front of any
product, CLEARLY VISIBLE, that has been halal approved so as that any
person who has a moral conscience can make an informed decision on what
product to buy and from whom
Regards
Matt Wallace
Queensland.
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I have chosen to withhold my name from this submission as I am aware that a submission on this 
subject will render the author liable to persecution as a ‘racist’. 
 
Instead of making allegations, accusation and insinuations, I wish to outline a number of areas which 
should be addressed comprehensively in any enquiry into food certification schemes. 
 
It is obvious that the focus of my submission is on Halal Certification. This is due to the other 
schemes having been around for some time now and the specific nuances of the Halal certification 
scheme. 
 
Freedom of Speech/Consumer Sovereignty 
 
Criticism or even querying of the Halal certification scheme attracts an immediate accusation of 
‘racism’. This has stifled free speech on the matter. In a liberal democracy such as Australia, freedom 
of speech is paramount. As Australia is also a free enterprise economy, running parallel with freedom 
of speech is the principle of consumer sovereignty.  
 
It is an accepted belief in some cultures that cruel and inhumane treatment of animals prior to and 
during slaughter enhances the flavour of the meat.  
 
It is also accepted that animals must be slaughtered in an inhumane way (e.g. without stunning) to be 
eligible for Halal certification. 
 
This has three ramifications that need to be investigated and reviewed. 
 
Firstly, consumers are entitled to have information about the goods and services they purchase to 
allow them to make an informed choice. As flavour is a significant factor in meat preferences, 
consumers are entitled to know if meat has been obtained from an animal that has been humanely 
slaughtered or not as this purportedly affects the flavour. This is akin to a producer having to declare 
if flavour enhancers have been added to a product. The significance of this should not be overlooked 
as to do so would be to declare that certain cultures are wrong in their belief that inhumane slaughter 
affects flavour – itself a ‘racist’ act. 
 
Secondly, I have heard and read (on sites such as Facebook) comments by individuals clearly stating 
that Halal meant ‘healthy’ as though the meat was somehow healthier for the consumer due to the use 
of inhumane slaughter. This evinces a need to have consumers made aware of the true nature of Halal 
slaughter, to allow them to make an informed choice. 
 
Animal Rights 
 
Thirdly, and flowing immediately from the last point, there is a need for consumers to be made aware 
of the inhumane slaughter methods involved in Halal certification to allow consumers to make an 
informed choice should they wish to make such choices based on animal welfare. 
 
There is also the general consideration of whether inhumane slaughter practices should be permitted 
on purely religious grounds in any case. 
 
Investment 
 
Another aspect of the free enterprise nature of the Australian economy relates to investment, 
particularly investment in equities of companies. 
 
For the last several decades there has been a growing trend for investors to avoid investing in 
companies engaging in certain activities e.g. weapons manufacture, tobacco, alcohol, animal cruelty. 
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This is known as ‘Ethical Investing’ or ‘Socially Responsible Investing’ and involves the full 
spectrum of investors from individuals to large managed funds. 
 
Just as consumers are entitled to make their purchasing decisions based on informed choices, so too 
are investors entitled to make their investment decisions on informed choices. 
 
The inhumane nature of Halal slaughter needs to be made known so that investors can make their 
decisions accordingly and not inadvertently support an entity whose practices they may strongly 
disagree with. 
 
Certifiers 
 
It is accepted that a number of food certification schemes operate in Australia. One example is the 
Heart Foundation’s Tick. Whilst this can be applied across the board without the offer of alternatives 
to consumers, it is fundamentally different to Halal certification.  
 
The Heart Tick recognises the universality of human biology and incorporates peer-reviewed 
scientific research into health issues. Halal is based on one religion’s practices. 
 
In addition, the Heart Foundation discloses their methodology which Halal certification bodies do not 
publicly disclose. 
 
Finally, the Heart Foundation discloses the disbursement of their funds. This does not appear to 
happen with Halal certification bodies. It is both an element of consumer sovereignty as well as 
general financial good governance to be able to inform those paying a ‘fee’ what they are paying, why 
they are paying it and where the funds go. 
 
Cost 
 
It is accepted that fees are paid to have goods Halal certified. The producers of these goods 
continually state that the costs of Halal certification are not passed on to the consumer. Even a 
rudimentary understanding of Commerce and Economics reveals the absurdity of such a statement. 
 
There can only be three possible reasons such a statement can be made. 
 
Firstly, the person making the statement is lying. This has ramifications of a legal and consumer rights 
nature and needs thorough investigation with appropriate action. 
 
Secondly, the costs are being passed on to a third party. If this is the case, then the identity of such 
third parties needs to be revealed to verify the veracity of the statement and to placate the concerns of 
the consumer. 
 
Thirdly, the producer is absorbing the cost. Whilst this seems to be the most unlikely alternative, it 
does have ramifications of a corporate governance nature. Are investors made aware that the company 
they have invested in is deliberately not recuperating the costs of a scheme they operate? If so, can 
this be justified quantitatively through the returns obtained from such a scheme and is this declared in 
any corporate documents such as the annual reports for product disclosure statements?  
 
Religion 
 
As stated previously, consideration needs to be given as to whether inhumane slaughter practices 
should be permitted on purely religious grounds in any case. 
 



          Page 4 of 4 
 

It is also important to ascertain whether Halal certification, without the offer of alternative products, 
impinges on the rights of adherents to other religions. One religion cannot be permitted to dominate 
others in a secular country such as Australia. 
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From: Anna Shepherd  
Sent: Friday, 31 July 2015 3:58 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Certification on food products
 
To Senate Standing Committees on Economics
 
I particularly want to respond to item C, as I want all food items that have been certified as
 being halal to have that clearly indicated, so that everyone is aware what they are
 buying.
 
Anna Shepherd (   )
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From: Joyce E  
Sent: Friday, 31 July 2015 4:03 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Senate enquiry into third party certification
 
Senate Standing Committees on Economics
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
CANBERRA  ACT  2600
 
I trust you will accept my submission on Halal Certification and the Kosher labeling
 of groceries and meat products and take my concerns under consideration when
 making your report.
 
I have no objection regarding Kosher.    
Kosher products appear to be  mainly produced  in Israel or by Jewish owned
 firms in the USA so logic tells me it would be normal for them to be Kosher also
 their product range is small and seems to be  suited to the Jewish palate. Their
 labels always state if the product is Kosher and are usually kept together in a
 small international section of the store so that as a consumer I can make an
 informed choice.. The amount of funds raised by this method would be negligible
 here in Australia as I have not noticed any major multinational manufacturers
 koshering their groceries in Australia to suit this market.
 
Regarding the slaughter of animals, with Kosher I believe there is no religious
 statement made apart from the animal being blessed  before slaughter however
 there is quite a difference between Kosher and Halal slaughtering of  animals.
 With Halal  a statement is made to Allah that he is the greatest, which is definitely
 against my own religious beliefs having been reared in a Christian household
  Kosher is far more humane  and the animal dies quicker. Again all their meat is
 clearly labelled and usually sold through Jewish butcher shops specifically for
 Jewish customers.
 
Halal slaughtered meat is being sold throughout Australia without any labels to
 indicate that the animal was slaughtered according to Islamic religious belief in a
 way that would be totally unacceptable to the average Australian and also against
 their own religious beliefs
With 99% of chickens in supermarkets being halal certified  I am either forced to
 eat meat that has been offered to Allah or purchase through an organic butcher
 who sells non halal meat, the price is double what I would normally pay in the
 supermarket so not only has my “Freedom of Choice” been denied me  but I am
 also suffering a financial loss.
 
I strongly object to Halal Certification . Without any notification approximately 80%
 of the groceries I previously bought have now been Halal Certified and nothing is
 shown on the label to indicate this



 
Halal Certification discriminates against me as I am either FORCED into adhering
 to their religious beliefs (Sharia Law) should I purchase it, or not buy the product
 and go without. As no food consumed by Muslims needed to be certified before
 the mid 1980’s even in Muslim Countries or as a requirement to export the
 Australian Government should ask why now.  I think the Australian people
 deserve to know the answer.
 
I am concerned about a number of aspects of the Halal Certification Scheme that I
 would like  our Government to address
 
1.         Lack of clear labeling on food items. I would ask for Mandatory clear
 labeling of all foods that have been Halal Certified.
           
2..        Prohibit those certificating from charging a fee for the service. 
 
3          Public scrutiny of all financial records and show how much has been raised
 and how monies have been used.
 
4.         I ask only that you uphold the Christian values that this country was
 founded on and not allow our food to be used as a means of introducing Islamic
 Sharia Law into Australia.
           
 
I thank you for your time and ask that you seriously consider my submission.
 

Mrs Joyce Elais.
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From: kenneth nicholls  
Sent: Friday, 31 July 2015 4:15 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: RE FOOD CERTIFICATION
 
1. I do not wish to purchase HALAL products at all, especially HALAL meats. In many cases,
 products are not clearly marked, and as there are many different certifiers, the markings if
 they are there ar small and hard to find. There needs to be clear labelling.
 
2. It would seem that meats cannot be certified HALAL unless the animals are slaughtered
 by a Muslim. This is workplace discrimination, and is unfair to employees who are not
 Muslim.
 
3. There needs to be clear information about the certifiers. Who they are. Where the
 proceeds from HALAL funding is going.
 
4. I do not wish to pay any fee or tax to any religious organization. It is only fair that I can
 make an informed choice whether or not to purchase products that are HALAL.
 
Yours Sincerely,
 
Ken Nicholls
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Submission to an inquiry 

Third party certification of food 
HALAL LABELLING: 
Halal labelling should be clear enough to give the buyer the following 
information: 
- The percentage of the price of the product that is for certification 

(includes all costs of Sharia Law implemented parts of the process 
including labour and materials) 

- Whether best practice was used in slaughtering of animals e.g. 
stunned or not stunned (similar to eggs description -caged versus 
free range) 

- Where the certification money ends-up  and what it is used for (e.g. 
promotion of Islam) 

-  Whether the production processes discrimination against 
employment of non-Muslims 

- What practices are enforced in production that offend other religions 
or non-religious people. 

Not providing information which if known would be offensive to the 
buyer for religious and non-religious reasons is against free speech and 
human rights. All customers have a right to know and reject food that 
does not meet its religious and other beliefs. Clear labelling is essential 
to meet this right. 

 
Notes: 

- Halal certification reduces the chance or even eliminates the opportunity of non-
Muslims to get a job in the food industry.   Is this a monopoly mechanism? Is it 
discrimination of employment? Is meeting the needs of one religion at the spiritual and 
financial expense of other parts it bigotry? Is this inequality a matter justice? Are 
Australian Laws been broken with the Halal certification schemes?  
 

- Can any other religion have a certification scheme? For example can Christians have a 
prayer said over all food and require a cross symbol stamped on these foods?   

- Is Halal certification part of Sharia Law? Is Sharia Law legal in Australia? Does Sharia Law 
take precedence over Australian Law? 
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- Are laws relating to the treatment and slaughtering of animals being upheld?  If there 
are substandard (non-best practice) standards (e.g. not using stunning in slaughter) used 
on animal treatment and slaughter, why isn’t the public notified using labelling. Cage 
and free-range eggs is an example of this. 

 
- If the Australian food industry has Halal certification to ensure it can satisfy and grow its 

markets in Muslim countries, what percentage of the Australian markets are or will end 
up being religious (Halal certified) food?  The result of one religion’s (Islam) religious 
laws affecting a tax on all other religions (and other non-believers in Islam) will result in 
a reduction in freedom-of-choice for non-Muslims and an obvious inequality that is a 
form of  bigotry and religious discrimination.  

 
- The certification of food by Islamic certifiers claiming the implementing of Sharia Law, 

places a spiritual and financial burden on all other religions, thus creating a conflict in 
the Australian community on the grounds of inequality, discrimination and bigotry. How 
will this be avoided? How do we need to change laws to protect the people suffering 
from this insidious inequality, discrimination and bigotry?   

 
- While market forces would normally solve a problem like this one, the playing field is not 

level because the Australian community is small in comparison to our neighboring 
Muslim countries  and other world Islamic controlled markets. The non-Muslim 
population will suffer as long as this non-level playing field created by Islamic Law is in 
existence. 

 
- What will the certification money be used for ? Is it for the propagation of the Islamic 

religion to the disadvantage of other religions? Will it be used for terrorist or other 
illegal activities? How will this be monitored? 

 
- Customers have a right to reject any food products that offend them for religious and 

non-religious reasons. To do this they need to know information about the product and 
how it was produced. If Companies have investing guidelines in regard to environmental 
concerns, then religious concerns must also be included. 

Terms of Reference 

On 13 May 2015, the Senate referred the following matters to the Economics References Committee for inquiry and report by 30 November 
2015: 

a. the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not limited to, schemes related to organic, 
kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and general food safety certification schemes; 

b. current labelling requirements of food certification schemes; 
c. the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees; 
d. whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make informed purchasing decisions; 
e. details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and the potential for these to impact on prices 

for consumers; 
f. the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and returns to producers; 
g. the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including, but not limited to, certification 

processes, fees and financial records; and any related matters. 
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From:  
Sent: Friday, 31 July 2015 4:21 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATE FOOD INQUIRY
 
 
To

Senate Standing Committees on Economics

PO Box 6100

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

 
From

31/07/2015
 
PLEASE WITHHOLD MY PERSONAL DETAILS.

 
 
RE : Third party certification of food.
 
Respectfully,
 
I am putting forward my submission in regards to inquiry into the Third Party Certification of
 food, in particular Halal Certification. I have a few questions, concerns and issues in regards
 to the Muslim/Islamic Halal certification of food products, prepared and processed meals, non
 food products, transport and associated industries, here in Australia. I personally do not have
 any issues with people of certain religious faiths practicing their own ideologies, the issues I
 am facing are that I am being forced to support another persons religious beliefs and that they
 are encroaching upon my own beliefs and way of living.
 
Halal certification/registration comes at a cost to the manufacturer of the product which can
 range from thousands to tens of thousands per month, to maintain the certification. This cost
 is passed on to the consumer, who in turn, through the purchase of halal certified products, is
 supporting a religious belief that they may either  not support or not wish to follow.
 
The funds raised from Halal certification are used strictly for Islamic interests either locally or
 overseas therefore the funding from any purchase that I make of any halal certified product is
 insidiously causing me to support the Muslim/Islamic ideology. Regardless of whatever
 ideology or faith I choose to follow, by expressing my freedom of choice in not following or



 supporting any religion or ideology, makes me neither a racist nor a bigot. Being labeled as
 such is actually bigoted and hateful in of it-self and displays a high degree of intolerance.
 
Products that are not clearly marked as halal certified takes away my freedom of choice in
 being able to choose to not purchase halal certified products. This practice would seem to be
 nothing more than a form of religious tax, as how would anyone following the Islamic ideology
 be able to identify that product as halal. The fact that the product seller pays for the
 certification, but does not present the label on the product is highly misleading to myself and
 the Australian community.
 
As someone from a Catholic back ground and of Italian decent all Halal processed and Halal
 Certifications go against everything that I have been taught and my religious belief
 
I know first hand from living in Sydney in a suburb by the name of LAKEMBA and the
 surrounding areas, that HALAL has and was never something that the local Muslims would
 purchase nor eat. I lived with a family and know that most if not all their food that they
 purchased and eat were NOT halal and that the family would say a pray before and after
 each and every meal. Similar to what the Catholics and Christians do called Grace. I have
 also personally recently witnessed quite a few Muslims in supermarkets that would purchase
 products that were not halal. Products that not only were not labelled but are well known to
 not be halal such as Lindt Chocolate. One of which I actually spoke to and enquired about
 halal and what this person felt on this issue. Her reply was (QUOTES) "I read the labels first
 and look at the ingredients" so I asked about the Certification and the logo and her reply was
 "The halal certification logo is only for the EXTREMISTS as i lok at what is listed in the
 ingredients."  "if I want halal I will go and find it but I live here so don't expect to find it
 everywhere" Its not like this is an Islamic Country that supplies halal" 
The above is just one example of what I have experienced in asking Muslims directly only a
 month ago in Brisbane Coles supermarket to see what they felt on the topic. So as you can
 clearly see..... 
 
Halal certification is not an essential requirement for the Muslim/Islamic ideology. A person
 following Islam can recite a prayer to make their meal Halal ("28. That they may witness
 things that are of benefit to them (i.e. reward of Hajj in the Hereafter, and also some worldly
 gain from trade, etc.), and mention the Name of Allah on appointed days (i.e. 10th, 11th, 12th,
 and 13th day of Dhul-Hijjah), over the beast of cattle that He has provided for them (for
 sacrifice) (at the time of their slaughtering by saying: Bismillah, Wallahu-Akbar, Allahumma
 Minka wa Ilaik). Then eat thereof and feed therewith the poor who have a very hard time.").
 Therefore certification on our food products, where they are prepared, is an unwarranted cost
 upon the consumer.
 
In regards to prepared or processed meals, I do have the option of either going to a different
 restaurant or preparing my own meals. I do not have this option for example, when
 purchasing milk, chocolate, vegemite, etc… I could say a Grace over my food, however, so
 can those that follow the Muslim/Islamic ideology by reciting a Bismillah. However saying a
 Grace over my meal does not take away the imposed cost of the halal certification.
 
Halal certification is placing an encroachment on myself and my family in that;
 
• By lack of clear halal certification on products I am being denied freedom of choice.



• I can now no longer enjoy food products that I have been eating all my life.
• As more and more products, ranging from pet foods to prophylactic’s, are being halal
 certified my choice in products is becoming limited.
• Being forced to go without certain products as there is no alternative non halal certified
 product available.
 
Also as an individual;
 
• My choice of not supporting a religion/ideology that I do not believe in, be it financially or
 otherwise via either increased product cost, tax deduction or any other method, has been
 taken away.
• I am being labelled either a racist or a bigot in expressing my freedom of choice in not
 supporting a religion / ideology that I choose not to follow.
• As the guarantee, not assurance, of the use of said funds cannot be provided, I have grave
 concerns in how these funds may be used in supporting those that wish to do harm to
 Australians.
I would like these issues addressed by the Minister responsible by either any or all of the
 following options ;
* the cost of halal certification to be borne by the halal certifier , or
* the Government takes control of Halal certification at a minimum charge to companies and
 use this money        
   for the benefit of all Australians, not just Muslims.
* that all products that are halal certified are clearly marked/labelled as such.
* a full and thorough audit is undertaken of the halal certification industry to ensure that funds
 raised are not used against Australia’s interests and Her citizens.
 
Again please note that in not supporting another persons religious belief I am not saying that
 they do not have a right to follow a faith of their own choosing. It is in our Australian

 Constitution that we all have the freedom of following our own beliefs without having the
 beliefs of others forced upon us.
In sincerity and respect,
 
Regards
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       31st July, 2015 
 
 
 
 economics.sen@aph.gov.au 
 
Dear Senate Food Certification Inquiry, 
 
  I am writing to express my concerns regarding a number of food 
"certification" schemes, including Halal, Kosher and Heart Tick. 
 
  From information available to me the Heart Tick does not mean the 
product is necessarily healthy but merely one of the least unhealthy of its food type 
and that the manufacturer has paid for the right to display the tick. That invalidates 
the tick completely and shows it is merely a means of raising money. As the cost is 
borne by the consumer it forms an unnecessary and largely unwanted tax on the 
food item. 
 
  Halal food certification seems to be a huge problem in that it is 
extremely difficult to find a food product (of almost any type) that is not Halal, 
although not all Halal items are labelled as such - thus duping the customer. It, too, is 
effectively a tax, largely unwanted on food. The cost of certification seems, from 
available information, to be considerable and is therefore passed on to consumers 
who do not want the certification and may well find it offensive. It seems that there is 
no standard for certification and there are numerous certifiers demanding the dollar. 
There are many stories on what Halal slaughter involves but the underlying theme 
seems that the beast is not very happy about it to the point of sheer terror. That fear 
does not make for a calm, stunned beast that provides quality meat. It causes the 
meat to be not as good eating due to toxins by fear. I have no problem with export 
meat or meat for the tiny minority of those who would like Halal meat (about 2%) to 
be such but that leaves 98% that probably do not want the poor quality that is 
induced or the added expense of Halal procedures or someone else's religious rites 
on their food. I certainly do not. My research shows that virtually all meat is Halal, 
whether through large supermarket chains or independent butcher shops and, not 
being labelled, it is difficult to get non Halal meat. I suggest that Halal procedure 
should be confined to meat for export to and consumption by those who want it only 
and certainly not inflicted upon meat purchased by the 98% who do not require it. Nor 
should the costs associated with Halal be spread across the entire market but borne 
solely by those using it. For some strange reasoning Halal seems to be inflicted on 
virtually all food types, thus adding to the cost and providing a dollar for the certifier. 
There's an old saying that goes 'it's only a rort if you're not in on it' and most of us are 
certainly not in on that one. There are theories as to where much of the dollar from 
certification goes. That is for you to ascertain. 
 
  I know little of Kosher other than it, too, seems very wide spread and on 
virtually all food types and is required by a very small minority. I understand it incurs 
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a cost and that cost is naturally passed on to us, the consumer. Once again, I do not 
want Kosher food and do not want to bear the costs associated with it. 
 
  There is an underlying theme with it all and that is that none of the 
religious certifications are the basis of majority Australia and along with its costs 
should not be inflicted on that majority. 
 
  There must be clear, large and consistent marking and labelling of all 
food and items that are Heart Tick approved, Halal certified and Kosher certified and 
ready and large availability of food and items that are not and until such time many of 
us will continue to feel oppressed in our country via more pandering to the minority. 
 
  I also wish to refer the inquiry to the thirteen part series on the very 
subject of Halal certification investigated and published by Larry Pickering several 
months ago on his website media at www.pickeringpost.com and readily available on 
that site. 
 
 
       Yours faithfully, 
 
       Paul Fletcher 
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I am concerned about genetically modified foods and the effect on our health, however I am, 

at this point in time, more concerned about halal certification on foods that only less than 3% 

of the population want to purchase. 

Australia has a very high standard of food safety and halal certification does NOT improve 

the safety or hygiene of any product nor does it improve its quality. It is simply a religious 

fee, the profits of which are used to further one religion by financing mosques, schools and, 

as we now know, questionable Islamic ‘charities’. 

All consumers in Australia should not be required to pay for a religions requirements or 

practices by the imposition of a religious ‘tax’ – the people requiring the specially processed 

items need to bear the cost themselves. This is easily done by them setting up their own 

premises and their own outlets for their products, just as Asians, Greeks and many other 

nationalities do.  Supermarkets need to display religious or cultural items in a special place in 

the store, as they currently do for Asian and international items. 

Most items do not display the halal logo so that I do not have the freedom to choose non-halal 

items unless I have made a concerted effort to find out whether the item has had a fee and a 

religious ritual added to it. If is not labelled as such how can a consumer make an informed 

decision when purchasing items? 

All items must have a label placed it so the consumer can see if it is the product of a religious 

ritual; if it is produced by someone who is specifically employed because of their religious 

belief; if it has been religiously certified and has paid a fee to fund a religious belief. 

Foods that are automatically halal such as milk, bread, fruit, vegetables etc. should not have 

to pay a certification fee. 

One other concern I have is the conflict of interest of the chairman of the inquiry who was 

against having an inquiry in the first place. I am concerned that the inquiry will not be 

conducted in a non-biased manner. 
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From:  
Sent: Friday, 31 July 2015 4:27 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATE FOOD INQUIRY
 

 
To

Senate Standing Committees on Economics

PO Box 6100

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

 
From

31/07/2015
 
PLEASE WITHHOLD MY PERSONAL DETAILS.

 
 
RE : Third party certification of food.
 
Respectfully,
 
I am putting forward my submission in regards to inquiry into the Third Party
 Certification of food, in particular Halal Certification. I have a few questions,
 concerns and issues in regards to the Muslim/Islamic Halal certification of food
 products, prepared and processed meals, non food products, transport and
 associated industries, here in Australia. I personally do not have any issues with
 people of certain religious faiths practicing their own ideologies, the issues I am
 facing are that I am being forced to support another persons religious beliefs and
 that they are encroaching upon my own beliefs and way of living.
 
Halal certification/registration comes at a cost to the manufacturer of the product
 which can range from thousands to tens of thousands per month, to maintain the
 certification. This cost is passed on to the consumer, who in turn, through the
 purchase of halal certified products, is supporting a religious belief that they may
 either  not support or not wish to follow.
 
The funds raised from Halal certification are used strictly for Islamic interests
 either locally or overseas therefore the funding from any purchase that I make of
 any halal certified product is insidiously causing me to support the



 Muslim/Islamic ideology. Regardless of whatever ideology or faith I choose to
 follow, by expressing my freedom of choice in not following or supporting any
 religion or ideology, makes me neither a racist nor a bigot. Being labelled as
 such is actually bigoted and hateful in of it-self and displays a high degree of
 intolerance.
 
Products that are not clearly marked as halal certified takes away my freedom of
 choice in being able to choose to not purchase halal certified products. This
 practice would seem to be nothing more than a form of religious tax, as how
 would anyone following the Islamic ideology be able to identify that product as
 halal. The fact that the product seller pays for the certification, but does not
 present the label on the product is highly misleading to myself and the Australian
 community.
 
As someone from a Catholic back ground and of Italian decent all Halal
 processed and Halal Certifications go against everything that I have been taught
 and my religious belief.
 
Im a 75 yr old man who came to this country from Italy and my family lived in
 Sydney in a suburb by the name of LAKEMBA and the surrounding areas such
 as Belfield and we tolerated and mixed with everyone. We never forced others
 our way of life but rather embraced those of this country. We integrated very well
 and learnt the language. Halal goes right against mine and my families beliefs
 and do not feel that we should all be eating nor paying for something that is only
 for a very small minority in this country but rather they need to learn to integrate
 a bit better.
 
Halal certification is not an essential requirement for the Muslim/Islamic ideology.
 A person following Islam can recite a prayer to make their meal Halal ("28. That
 they may witness things that are of benefit to them (i.e. reward of Hajj in the
 Hereafter, and also some worldly gain from trade, etc.), and mention the Name
 of Allah on appointed days (i.e. 10th, 11th, 12th, and 13th day of Dhul-Hijjah),
 over the beast of cattle that He has provided for them (for sacrifice) (at the time
 of their slaughtering by saying: Bismillah, Wallahu-Akbar, Allahumma Minka wa
 Ilaik). Then eat thereof and feed therewith the poor who have a very hard time.").
 Therefore certification on our food products, where they are prepared, is an
 unwarranted cost upon the consumer.
 
In regards to prepared or processed meals, I do have the option of either going to
 a different restaurant or preparing my own meals. I do not have this option for
 example, when purchasing milk, chocolate, vegemite, etc… I could say a Grace
 over my food, however, so can those that follow the Muslim/Islamic ideology by
 reciting a Bismillah. However saying a Grace over my meal does not take away
 the imposed cost of the halal certification.
 
Halal certification is placing an encroachment on myself and my family in that;
 
• By lack of clear halal certification on products I am being denied freedom of
 choice.



• I can now no longer enjoy food products that I have been eating all my life.
• As more and more products, ranging from pet foods to prophylactic’s, are being
 halal certified my choice in products is becoming limited.
• Being forced to go without certain products as there is no alternative non halal
 certified product available.
 
Also as an individual;
 
• My choice of not supporting a religion/ideology that I do not believe in, be it
 financially or otherwise via either increased product cost, tax deduction or any
 other method, has been taken away.
• I am being labelled either a racist or a bigot in expressing my freedom of choice
 in not supporting a religion / ideology that I choose not to follow.
• As the guarantee, not assurance, of the use of said funds cannot be provided, I
 have grave concerns in how these funds may be used in supporting those that
 wish to do harm to Australians.
I would like these issues addressed by the Minister responsible by either any or
 all of the following options ;
* the cost of halal certification to be borne by the halal certifier , or
* the Government takes control of Halal certification at a minimum charge to
 companies and use this money        
   for the benefit of all Australians, not just Muslims.
* that all products that are halal certified are clearly marked/labelled as such.
* a full and thorough audit is undertaken of the halal certification industry to
 ensure that funds raised are not used against Australia’s interests and Her
 citizens.
 
Again please note that in not supporting another persons religious belief I am not
 saying that they do not have a right to follow a faith of their own choosing. It is in
 our Australian Constitution that we all have the freedom of following our own
 beliefs without having the beliefs of others forced upon us.
In sincerity and respect,
 
Regards
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From: Paula de Carle  
Sent: Friday, 31 July 2015 4:29 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Submission to the Senate inquiry into food certification schemes
 
ATTENTION:
Senate Standing Committees on Economics
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600
Phone: 02 6277 3540 - Fax: 02 6277 5719 - economics.sen@aph.gov.au
 
I hereby make my submission to the Senate Inquiry regarding the following Terms
 of Reference:
 
“On 13 May 2015, the Senate referred the following matters to the Economics References
 Committee for inquiry and report by 30 November 2015:
 
a. the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not limited
 to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and general food
 safety certification schemes;

·         Transparency will assist consumers to make choices relevant to their own and
 their family’s health, belief systems (religious or otherwise) and ethics regarding
 animal husbandry and methods of slaughter.

 
b. current labelling requirements of food certification schemes;

·         Current labelling is inadequate, and unable to be read without a magnifying
 glass in order to assist time-strapped consumers to select their food purchases
 efficiently, and without frustration and fear that they may be making financial
 contributions to terrorist groups or religious organisations to which they have
 no allegiance.

 
c. the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees;

·         I submit that Australian companies who pay fees in order to certify their
 products as Halal, are doing so for fear they will be blacklisted by the Islamic
 community and therefore lose business, which is similar to paying
 PROTECTION MONEY. 

 
d. whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make
 informed purchasing decisions;

·         Information regarding how Halal, Kosher or GM certified foods, etc. differ from
 other foods should be clearly displayed at point of sale.

·         Currently the information provided, in most cases, cannot even be read due to
 the tiny size of the print.

·         Transparency regarding the schemes whether Halal, Kosher or modified in any
 way could be achieved by grouping products under large signs in
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 supermarkets, etc. For example, this is already the case for health foods and
 organic products.  The same could be achieved for all certified foods.

 
e. details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and the
 potential for these to impact on prices for consumers;

·         I submit that the fees have a negative impact on the producers as well as the
 consumers

·         I submit that the fees for Halal certification have created a niche market for the
 big supermarkets such as Coles, whose customers have become the middle
 gateway to funding the ideological pursuits of a particular religious group.

 
f. the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and returns to
 producers;

·         I believe that live animal export is a crime against those who cannot defend or
 speak for themselves.  It is a crime against humanity and degrades us all to the
 lowest depths of depravity and despair.

·         I submit that most Australians are appalled by the barbaric treatment of animals
 in some overseas countries. 

·         All animals should be treated with respect and compassion.  The only way this
 can be effectively monitored and enforced is if they are killed prior to export in
 abattoirs in Australia  which have equal employment opportunities for all
 Australians.

·         I submit that for countries such as Indonesia whose refrigeration facilities are
 non-existent in some areas, that Australia fund and build the facilities so that
 Indonesia will be better placed to purchase non-living meat products from
 Australia.  This would be a practical way of giving aid to and promoting
 better relations with countries like Indonesia and at the same time, protecting
 our animals from barbarous treatment.
 

g. the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including, but
 not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any related matters.”

·         I submit that it is essential for all Australian citizens to keep well-informed about the
 fees and financial records of certifiers and whether or not the proceeds are used to fund
 organisations whose operations may be a threat to our individual freedom and the
 preservation of our Democracy.

·         I submit that Government Legislation is the only way to achieve such transparency.
 
Paula de Carle
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Third Party Certification of Food 

Senate Standing Committees on Economics 

PO Box 6100  

Parliament House 

Canberra ACT 2600 

 

 

31 July 2015 

 

 

Submission to the Senate Standing Committees on Economics – Inquiry into the third party 

certification of food. 

 

This submission is made on behalf of Freshcare Limited. 

 

Freshcare is an industry led, not for profit program, delivering training, implementation support and 

certification services to the Australian fresh produce and wine grape sectors. 

 

Freshcare, provides an independent mechanism though which Australian businesses can 

demonstrate their food safety compliance, thus in turn allowing their supply chain customers to 

demonstrate compliance with the requirement of the Food Standards Code to source safe food 

inputs. 

 

Freshcare provides an independent certification mechanism, widely accepted by customer groups, 

thus removing the need for multiple customer compliance audits. 

 

The specific questions raised in the Terms of Reference are addressed in Appendix 1.0 (page 2-3). 

 

An overview of the Freshcare Program is provided in Appendix 2.0 (page 4-5). 

 

If any additional information on Freshcare, broader on farm assurance or certification standards in 

the fresh produce and wine grape sectors is required to assist in the enquiry process, please don’t 

hesitate to contact me. 

 

Regards, 

 

Clare Hamilton-Bate 

Executive Officer 

Freshcare Ltd 
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Appendix 1.0: Submission to the Senate Standing Committees on 

Economics – Inquiry into the third party certification of food. 
 

This submission is made on behalf of Freshcare Limited. 

 

a. the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not limited to, 
schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and general food safety 
certification schemes; 
 
Within the fresh produce sector, there are a number of Certification Standards, compliance to which 
may be required in order to meet market / customer requirements.   
 
Schemes that demonstrate food safety compliance are generally ‘underpinning’ schemes with limited 
market promotion or awareness.  Food safety compliance is ‘assumed’ by the consumer, and should 
apply equally to all food products.  Food safety schemes, such as Freshcare, provide a mechanism 
through which a business’s food safety practices can be assessed and through which a business can 
demonstrate compliance with food safety best practice.  Thus underpinning those ‘assumed claims’. 
 
Other certification schemes such as organic certification are used to provide independent verification 
of specific farm practices that differentiate a product in the marketplace, thus the market awareness 
of these types of schemes is generally higher. 
 
A document prepared as part of the FSANZ Proposal P1015 - Primary Production and Processing 
Standard for Horticulture (2012), provides a detailed overview of food safety systems in Australian 
Horticulture - document can be accessed here. 
 

b. current labelling requirements of food certification schemes; 
 
As mentioned previously, food safety certification is generally an assumed certification, rather than 
one that is promoted to consumers to differentiate products.  (This can be illustrated in the following 
scenario……If one product carries a claim of being ‘safe’ do we assume the other products alongside 
it are unsafe……..or that they simply weren’t labelled as safe?)  
 
Freshcare allows the use of the Freshcare certification logo on outer (wholesale) packaging, a visual 
reference that the Freshcare food safety (and or environmental) system has been implemented on 
that farm.  Freshcare is not a market facing brand, or a quality mark and thus the Freshcare logo 
cannot be used on retail packs. 
 

c. the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees; 
 
As above, food safety certification is not generally used as a market facing brand.  If a certification is 
providing an independent verification of some other product characteristic e.g. organic or 
provenance, a market facing brand or label is much more appropriate. 
 
  

http://www.foodstandards.gov.au/code/proposals/documents/P1015%20Horticulture%20PPPS%201CFS%20SD3%20FS%20systems.pdf
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d. whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make informed 
purchasing decisions; 
 
As a food safety scheme in the fresh produce sector, our role is to provide the resources and 
mechanisms to support training, implementation and where required food safety certification on 
farm.   Good agricultural practice, underpinning food safety should be a fundamental requirement for 
all primary producers, thus allowing the fresh produce sector as a whole to be confident in providing 
that assurance to consumers. 
 
Freshcare together with other industry organisations such as the Fresh Produce Safety Centre (FPSC) 
provides information and resources to the supply chain and end customers to raise awareness of food 
safety compliance. 
 

e. details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and the 
potential for these to impact on prices for consumers; 
 
Freshcare, like most food safety certification standards, requires an annual on farm audit.  The cost 
of the audit and an annual Freshcare certification are the two key compliance costs.  Detailed cost 
information can be provided on request. 
 

f. the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and returns to 
producers; 
 
Historically Freshcare has focussed on supporting businesses in demonstrating compliance with 
domestic market requirements (the fresh produce sector has a strong domestic market focus).  These 
same assurances of food safety and quality are required in accessing export markets and Freshcare is 
working closely with the Department of Agriculture and industry to ensure compliance in key export 
markets.  In 2015 /16 Freshcare will be benchmarked to the Global Food Safety Initiative (GFSI), 
providing an internationally recognised reference for Australian businesses. 
 

g. the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including, but not 
limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any related matters. 
 
Information on Freshcare and other food safety certification schemes is publically available through 

the internet or from the scheme owners directly.  Similarly, the organisations providing certification 

service to businesses, Certification bodies such as BSI, SGS, Ausqual, have detailed information on 

their websites re. the scope of their services. 

 

Clare Hamilton-Bate 

Executive Officer 

Freshcare Ltd 

 

July 2015
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Appendix 2.0: Freshcare Program Update – July 2015 

Freshcare has operated as a private, 3rd party certified, on-farm assurance standard since July 2000.  

Established initially through an ‘Across Industry Grant’ from Horticulture Australia Ltd (HAL), 

Freshcare was developed by the fresh produce industry, in response to the need for a practical, cost 

effective, industry focussed food safety program.  Based on Good Agricultural Practice (GAP), 

Freshcare was designed to allow it to be implemented by all grower businesses, regardless of crop, 

size and location.  Freshcare operates as an industry-led, not-for-profit program. 

Over the last 15 years, the Freshcare Food Safety & Quality standard has undergone regular reviews, 

to ensure it remains relevant to industry and complies with the requirements of its many users 

including growers, packers and the processing, retail and export market sectors. Freshcare 

Environmental standards were developed in 2006 and service both the fresh produce and wine 

grape sectors. 

Now in its 15th year of operation, Freshcare’s practical approach to helping growers and packers 

provide an assurance to customers that their produce is safe to eat and has been grown sustainably, 

has seen over 5,500 fresh produce and wine grape grower businesses adopt the program, making it 

Australia’s largest and most widely adopted on-farm assurance program.  

Private v Accredited Certification 

Whilst Freshcare has historically operated as a private standard, it has always been a condition of 

approval that all Freshcare Certification Bodies, operate under the conformity assessment system 

ISO/IEC Guide 65: 1996, to ensure a consistency of approach and application. 

Following the launch of the 3rd Edition Freshcare Code in 2009,  and at the request of all the major 

Australian customer groups Woolworths, Coles, ALDI, Metcash and Costco, Freshcare committed to 

become an accredited certification standard under JAS-ANZ.  

From July Freshcare certification will be offered as an accredited certification under ISO/IEC 17065, 

conformity assessment – requirements for bodies certifying products, processes and services.  The 

same accreditation standard under which SQF, Global G.A.P., NZGAP, CanadaGAP and the UK’s 

Assured Produce schemes all operate. 

QA Harmonisation and the Global Food Safety Initiative 

The Australian fresh produce industry has long called for harmonisation or cross recognition of food 

safety programs by customers, to minimise the need for multiple systems / system duplication.  The 

Horticulture Innovation Australia (HIA) funded QA Harmonisation Initiative has sought to address 

this issue by proposing acceptance of a suite of Global Food Safety Initiative (GFSI) benchmarked 

food safety programs and a common ‘retail addendum’ (for direct and indirect suppliers).   

As an accredited certification, Freshcare will able to seek benchmarking to the GFSI framework, to 

meet both the needs of the Australian retail sector and to allow for the International recognition 

(EU, US and Asia) of the Freshcare Standard. 
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Freshcare will seek benchmarking to GFSI mid-2015. Once approved that will provide international 
recognition and demonstrate equivalence in food safety requirements between Freshcare, 
GlobalG.A.P., SQF and all other GFSI benchmarked standards. 

Industry collaboration – Domestic and International  

Freshcare works closely with a network of similar GAP programs worldwide, including GlobalG.A.P., 

NZGAP, CanadaGAP and Assured Produce (UK).  All the schemes are HACCP based with prescriptive 

critical limits.  Collaboration on underpinning science / research, verification activities and validation 

limits ensures a consistency of approach to food safety compliance. 

Freshcare is also a sponsor of the recently established Fresh Produce Safety Centre (FPSC).  The FPSC 

was established to provide the underpinning research and industry resources to ensure that food 

safety risk can be minimised and effectively managed across all industry sectors and throughout the 

fresh produce supply chain. 

In 2003 Freshcare was key contributor to the ASEAN GAP* project. The Australian team that 

developed ASEAN GAP were instrumental in the development of Freshcare, and are all still involved 

in the Freshcare Technical Committees. The Freshcare Food Safety & Quality Code (1st Edition) was 

used as key project resource for ASEAN GAP. 

*ASEAN GAP is an umbrella GAP covering fruit and vegetable production and handling.  It was developed by the 10 

Member countries of ASEAN and is used as a standard to develop country specific standards, or where standards were 

already in place, those standards were harmonised with ASEAN GAP. Standards include the SALM system in Malaysia, 

IndoGAP in Indonesia, Thai Q system in Thailand, Singapore VF system, Brunei GAP, CamGAP in Cambodia and PhilGAP in 

the Philippines. 

Freshcare Facts and Figures – June 2015 

There are a total of 5186 businesses participating across all Freshcare Codes as at 1st June 2015. 
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31st July 2015 
 
Senate Standing Committees on Economics 
PO Box 6100 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600 
 
Dear Sir/Madam,  
 
Re: Third party certification of food 
 
Please find following a submission from Produce Marketing Association Australia-New Zealand 
and the Fresh Produce Safety Centre relating to the Third party certification of food Inquiry.  
 
Please contact the author below to discuss further if required.  
 
Yours Sincerely, 
 

 

Richard Bennett 
Technology Manager 
PMA Australia-New Zealand Ltd 
PO Box 1968 
Shepparton VIC 3632 
M:  
F: +61 3 9826 3642 
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Third party certification of food 

On 13 May 2015, the Senate referred Terms of Reference relating to third party certification 
of food to the Economics References Committee for inquiry and report by 30 November 2015. 
This document is a joint response from the Produce Marketing Association Australia-New 
Zealand (PMA A-NZ) and the Fresh Produce Safety Centre (FPSC) to address these Terms of 
Reference.  

The scope of interest is food safety certification of fresh produce destined for domestic and 
export consumers as whole fresh, minimally processed and fully processed fruit, vegetables, 
herbs, nuts and mushrooms. 

It should also be noted that under the Australian Food Standards Code, growers of fresh 
produce are specifically exempt from requiring food safety certification, with the exception of 
seed sprout producers, unless they qualify as defined ‘food business’. This is generally a 
business engaged in retailing, wholesaling, processing or importing food.  

a. the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not limited 
to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and general 
food safety certification schemes; 

The following are the main food certification schemes that operate within the fresh produce 
industry in Australia. The scheme/s selected by the growing, packing or processing business 
will be dependent upon the requirement of customer/s, with some having specific preferences 
and other accepting one of a range of options. 

Approved Supplier Programs are those developed specifically and individually by 

wholesale, food service, processor and retailer customers. These can be at the lower end of 

the range to address specific food safety and possibly quality hazards or at a higher level in 

the form of a bespoke standard as used by most of the major quick serve restaurant and 

foodservice businesses. Such approved supplier programs are usually entered into by 

invitation from the customer.  

Australian Certified Organic is Australia’s largest certifier for organic and biodynamic 

produce and has over 1,500 operators within its certification system. ACO is a fully-owned 

subsidiary of Australian Organic Ltd. See www.aco.net.au.  

It should be noted that organic and biodynamic standards are production system 

certifications rather than food safety certification programs. Growers who are certified organic 

or biodynamic are also likely to be required to be certified to a food safety program.  

The British Retail Consortium Global Standard for Food Safety, often referred to as 

the BRC standard, was created to establish a standard for the supply of food products in the 

UK. It was designed to act as a key piece of evidence for UK retailers and brand owners to 

demonstrate ‘due diligence’ in the face of potential prosecution by the enforcement 

authorities. The BRC standard can be used by any food processing operation where open 

food is handled, processed or packed such as fresh produce packhouses, processed foods, 

canneries and ready to eat products. It does not cover fresh produce production. The 

Standard covers all areas of product safety and legality for both the supplier and the retailer. 

http://www.aco.net.au/
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The Standard covers HACCP, management commitment, quality management, site standards, 

product and process control and personnel.  

There are over 15,000 suppliers in over 100 countries certified to the BRC Food Safety 

Standard. It was also the first Food Safety Standard to be benchmarked by the Global Food 

Safety Initiative. The standard can be ordered from www.brc.org.uk.  

Coles Supplier Requirements – Whole Fruit and Vegetables applies to Direct Suppliers 

and Sub-contract Suppliers to Coles Supermarkets. These suppliers pack into Coles branded 

packaging or pack loose produce into Coles returnable plastic crates. The Coles Supplier 

Requirements standard applies over and above certification to the relevant external standard 

(eg BRC, Freshcare, GLOBALG.A.P., SQF) and is audited simultaneously with the external 

standard.  

The Coles Supplier Requirements is a bespoke standard that is only made available to Coles 

suppliers. It is not freely available.  

Freshcare Food Safety and Quality Code of Practice is an industry-owned externally 

audited standard that is based on a generic HACCP Plan rather than requiring a tailored 

HACCP Plan for each business. It is a prescriptive approach designed for growers who supply 

packers, and for grower-packers who supply wholesalers, processors and retailers. It is also 

suitable for businesses selling produce at roadside stalls and public markets.  

Freshcare is currently the on–farm assurance program for fresh produce with the greatest 

level of participation, providing food safety & quality and environmental certification services 

to over 5,000 members. Freshcare is conditionally suitable and acceptable for direct and 

indirect suppliers to Australian retailers. Please check with customers for clarification. For 

further information, contact 1300 853 508, info@freshcare.com.au or www.freshcare.com.au.  

GLOBALG.A.P. claims to be the world’s leading farm assurance program, with over 160,000 

certificates issued in over 100 countries. Commencing life as EUREPGAP in the early 2000’s 

under the auspices of the Euro-Retailer Produce Working Group, the program has harmonised 

and benchmarked a number of other schemes globally into an independent certification 

system for Good Agricultural Practice (G.A.P.). GLOBALG.A.P. is the most prevalent program 

in New Zealand largely due to that country’s export business with European retailers. It is a 

relatively minor scheme in Australia.  

The GLOBALGAP Protocol covers product safety, environmental impact, animal welfare and 

the health, safety and welfare of workers. The Protocol and Compliance Criteria and other 

useful documents are available for free download at http://www.globalgap.org/uk_en/.  

Hazard Analysis Critical Control Points (HACCP) is an internationally recognised 

preventative approach to manage food safety hazards as outlined by the Codex Alimentarius. 

It is an auditable code in its own right and forms the basis of a number of other codes 

because of its capability and credibility. Numerous certification bodies have their own 

variations of a HACCP-based standard, usually created with the addition of Good 

Manufacturing Practices.  

Put simply, HACCP requires an analysis of all processes in the business (planting, pest 

management, harvest, storage, packing, etc) to identify food safety hazards (chemical, 

http://www.brc.org.uk/
mailto:info@freshcare.com.au
http://www.freshcare.com.au/
http://www.globalgap.org/uk_en/
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microbiological and physical contaminants) and then the identification of critical points in 

those processes where the hazards will be controlled and how. See 

http://www.codexalimentarius.org/standards/en/ and search for CAC/RCP 1-1969, rev. 4-

2003. Also contact any of the certification bodies in Australia or New Zealand for further 

information. 

The ISO 22000 family of International Standards address food safety management in 

organisations involved in the production, processing, transport or distribution of food products 

including inter-related organizations such as producers of equipment, packaging material, 

cleaning agents, additives and ingredients and other inputs. ISO 22000:2005 combines 

elements from the ISO 9001 quality management system standard and HACCP in the one 

standard, although some businesses see value in being certified to both ISO 9001 and ISO 

22000. Contact Standards Australia at http://www.standards.org.au or Standards New 

Zealand at http://www.standards.co.nz/. 

The SQF Program, formerly the SQF 1000 Code and the SQF 2000 Code, was developed in 

Western Australia in 1995. It is now a global program and the only program that offers 

certification from primary production to food manufacturing, distribution and agent/broker 

management. There are three levels of certification: 

Level 1: Fundamental food safety controls appropriate for low risk products 

Level 2: HACCP and ISO based food safety program recognised by GFSI 

Level 3: A comprehensive safety and quality management system. 

See http://www.sqfi.com/.  

Woolworths Quality Assurance Standard (WQA) applies to vendors of Woolworths 

branded food and consumer products. This encompasses Australia, New Zealand and 

international supply. Selected Woolworths Vendors are invited to participate in the WQA 

program. Certification focuses on product quality and safety of the specific products supplied 

and production and processing site/s. 

The WQA Standard is available on the Woolworths web site as a free download, including 

additional category requirements and Appendices for Certification Requirements, 

Microbiological and Chemical Requirements, etc. See www.woolworths.com.au for information 

and product specifications. The requirements for fresh produce suppliers (WQA Category 

Produce - April 2006) that forms an Addendum to the WQA standard can also be found on 

this site. 

Harmonisation of food safety programs has long been an aspiration of many food 

sectors. That aspiration is potentially close to reality for a large part of the fresh produce 

sector. Australian chain store retailers ALDI, Coles, Costco, Metcash and Woolworths have 

been working towards harmonising their food safety certification requirements of fresh 

produce suppliers since August 2012. This has been a complex process as most retailers have 

specific requirements, usually bespoke standards, developed over the last 15-20 years.  

The aim of the project, funded by Horticulture Innovation Australia, is to reduce the 

duplication of audits required by suppliers to more than one retail customer. This will save 

time and cost throughout the supply chain, allow businesses to more clearly focus on food 

http://www.codexalimentarius.org/standards/en/
http://www.standards.org.au/
http://www.standards.co.nz/
http://www.sqfi.com/
http://www.woolworths.com.au/
http://www.woolworths.com.au/resources/wqa+category+produce+april+2006.pdf
http://www.woolworths.com.au/resources/wqa+category+produce+april+2006.pdf
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safety outcomes and make the auditing task less onerous for the diminishing pool of auditors. 

The ideal outcome of retailers accepting one of the GFSI-equivalent standards available in 

Australia – BRC Global Standard for Food Safety, GLOBALG.A.P. Integrated Farm Assurance 

Scheme Version 4, SQF Code Level 3 and, provisionally pending successful benchmarking by 

GFSI, Freshcare Food Safety and Quality Code of Practice - plus a range of additional 

elements known as the Harmonised Customer Requirements, is expected to be announced in 

Q3 2015. 

An additional element of the project is to trial the GFSI Auditor Competency Scheme as a 

means to improve the overall performance of the audit function. This trial should commence 

in late 2015. 

Number of businesses certified 

Determining the exact number of fresh produce businesses food safety certified in Australia is 

difficult. Many businesses are certified to multiple systems in order to supply multiple 

customers. They may also be certified by more than one certifier. Who is certified to what 

and by whom is private information and can only be accessed in consolidated form within the 

limitations of various databases. The following table is the most recent research into the 

number of certifications and was prepared as background material to a FSANZ proposal to 

determine the merits or otherwise of implementing a Primary Production and Processing 

Standard for Plant Products.   

Standard name Certifications in Australia Comments 

Standard 
owner 

Certification 
Bodies (CB) 

BRC Global Standard  3 27 CBs cannot sort 

Coles Requirements  >600 499  

Freshcare 2797 3157 Lead time on/off 

GlobalG.A.P. 112 97 NZ = est 2,600 

SaladG.A.P. 51 0 CBs did not provide 

SGS HACCP - 2934 Not just horticulture 

SQF2000 40 493 Not just horticulture 
CBs cannot sort b/n 
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SQF1000 76 

Woolworths QA unavailable 838  

Totals 3679 8045 Estimate = 6,200 
businesses 

Adapted from FSANZ Supporting Document 3, Review of Food Safety Systems in Australian 
Horticulture, December 2011, Proposal P1015 
http://www.foodstandards.gov.au/code/proposals/documents/P1015%20Horticulture%20P
PPS%201CFS%20SD3%20FS%20systems.pdf  

 

A number of un-verifiable assumptions based on industry knowledge can be made based on 

the FSANZ data. 

1. Given that the research also revealed that 32% of businesses were certified to more 

than one system, it was estimated that the number of businesses certified was in 

excess of 6,000.  

2. Since this research was conducted, certifications have continued to increase. Industry 

estimates are that over 8,000 businesses are now certified, representing approximately 

60% of producers. 

3. Given that the major driver of food safety certification is the retail sector, and that all 

of the major businesses are direct or subcontract suppliers to the major retailers and 

that their approved supplier programs capture most second tier suppliers, it is 

estimated that approximately 75% of production is food safety certified. 

 

The second element of this Term of Reference relates to certifiers, or Certification Bodies 

(CBs). There are a number of CBs that provide audit and certification services to the fresh 

produce sector. It should be noted that some retail customers are selective in which CBs 

and/or individual auditors they will permit to audit their vendors.  

b. current labelling requirements of food certification schemes; 

There are no known labelling requirements for food safety certification. 

c. the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees; 

While food safety certification of fresh produce requires payment of certification fees, 
including membership, royalty and other fees, this does not translate into a need for product 
labelling.  

Under the rules of certain schemes, labelling of trade-level packaging with certification marks 
is permitted but consumers would rarely see this. The exception would be when trade-level 
packaging, for example outer trays that are supplier designed and purchased as compared to 
the generic returnable plastic crates that are owned by outside parties, is used. 

http://www.foodstandards.gov.au/code/proposals/documents/P1015%20Horticulture%20PPPS%201CFS%20SD3%20FS%20systems.pdf
http://www.foodstandards.gov.au/code/proposals/documents/P1015%20Horticulture%20PPPS%201CFS%20SD3%20FS%20systems.pdf
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There have been rare instances of food safety certification logos present in consumer 
advertising but food safety is generally seen as pre-competitive and not part of public 
relations, advertising or promotion programs. 

This is opposite to other forms of certification such as Fairtrade®, organic, Kosher, Halal and 
certain environmental sustainability programs. It is also opposite to the Assured Food 
Standards scheme in the UK (see www.redtractor.org.uk), notable for the widespread use of 
its Red Tractor logo on consumer-facing packaging.  

d. whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make 
informed purchasing decisions; 

There is a significant amount of information available on the internet relating to food safety 
assurance schemes, most of which is directed to industry rather than consumers. It is not 
intended that this information be used by consumers to make informed purchasing decisions.  

Most consumers seeking food safety information would probably rely on the websites of 
branded food suppliers, state and territory health and/or agriculture departments, or Food 
Standards Australia New Zealand.  

e. details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and the 
potential for these to impact on prices for consumers; 

Certification fees, including membership fees, royalties, audit fees and other fees, are not 
generally disclosed by system owners or certification bodies. As some fees reflect business 
turnover or variable audit duration, they cannot be disclosed until application or audit.  

The greatest impact on consumers is probably not certification fees but the overall direct and 
indirect costs of compliance, of which certification fees are a part. It has been estimated that 
the annual cost saving to the fresh produce sector by implementation of the QA 
Harmonisation project described in (a) above is $40.3 million per year (T Kitchener, Kitchener 
Partners, internal correspondence). It could be reasonably assumed that these cost are 
currently impacting on consumers, and achievement of savings will benefit consumers. 

f. the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and 
returns to producers; 

There are two types of export market access relevant in this context, namely government-
negotiated technical import requirements related to food safety, and commercial market 
access. 

Two notable food safety market access arrangements are for the USA and Indonesia. 
Exporters to the USA will be required to meet the requirements of the Food Safety 
Modernization Act when the Rules relating to imported food are finalised. It is anticipated that 
businesses certified to any GFSI equivalent food safety program in Australia would meet most 
if not all requirements of the FSMA. The USA is generally a well-paying market for Australian 
produce and continued access is important to maintaining a viable and diversified horticulture 
export industry. 

http://www.redtractor.org.uk/
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The Indonesian government has a triennial program to assess the food safety credentials of 
supplier countries. The Australian government, supported by the fresh produce industry, has 
been able to demonstrate widespread compliance to food safety certification, particularly 
around agricultural chemical handling and use, in two past visits in 2009 and 2012. The 2012 
agreement was particularly valuable to industry as it maintained priority access for Australia 
through the Port of Jakarta whereas other nations were required to use alternate and less 
convenient ports. 

Commercial export market access for suppliers is usually little different to the requirements of 
domestic retailers, i.e. to be certified to one or more food safety certifications in order to 
remain an approved supplier. This has been the case with Australian exports to European 
retailers for over 10 years. As European and US retailers extend their reach throughout Asia, 
this trend will continue. International retailer requirements may be over and above or just 
different to domestic retailers and may come at a cost to suppliers. The upside is that such 
markets can return a premium over domestic sales, exports may well stabilise domestic 
returns for producers, and access to export customers adds to market diversification and 
hence reduces business risk. 

g. the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including, 
but not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any related 
matters. 

This Term of Reference appears to be irrelevant to food safety certifiers. The provision of 
food safety certification services is subject to price and service competitive forces. Fees that 
appear to be excessive lead producers to negotiate a better rate or to move to another 
provider. Processes are governed by certification competency criteria and are subject to 
continuous review and improvement. Transparency could always be better but market forces 
prevail. 
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From:  
Sent: Friday, 31 July 2015 4:39 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third Party Certification Submission
 
PLEASE WITHHOLD MY PERSONAL DETAILS
 
Third party certification of food
Senate Standing Committees on Economics
To: Senate Economics References Committee
I wish to express my opinion on third party Certification
TERMS OF REFERENCE OF INQUIRY
 
1. The extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not
 limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and
 general food safety certification schemes;
2. Current labelling requirements of food certification schemes;
3. The need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees;
4. Whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make
 informed purchasing decisions;
5. Details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and the
 potential for these to impact on prices for consumers;
6. The importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and
 returns to producers;
7. The extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers
 including, but not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any
 related matters.
 
1.  As a result of third party Halal certification having become so widespread within
 Australia it is becoming increasingly difficult to find products that are not certified Halal,
 this certification has now gone well beyond food and is implemented within the cosmetic,
 transport and pet food industries, while I acknowledge the right of a Muslim person to
 have access to permissible foods under their religion, it follows that people not of the
 Islamic religion should be afforded the same rights.
 
2.   Under the current labelling laws in Australia it is not a legal requirement of the
 manufacturer to disclose either the country of origin, the percentage of product from
 countries of origin, or third party certification on the packaging.
 
3.  In view of the recent health scares associated with imported berries from China it has
 become increasingly obvious that consumers cannot rely on our current importation
 screening procedures to ensure the food we are eating is safe, to make informed choices
 not only do we need to see country of origin labels but we also need to know which
 products have third party certification along with a list of ingredients, this need is further
 borne out by the incident that had Melamine being added to Chinese powdered milk
 which in turn caused the deaths of several children.
 



4.  Currently because of the lack of uniform Australian labelling laws consumers are
 unable to make informed choices. There are certain food manufacturers that are now
 ensuring that country of origin and third party certification information is either omitted or
 placed inside the packaging, thus making it impossible for Muslims as well as Non-
Muslims to be certain that the food is either Halal or Haram until after purchase. This in
 itself is a deceptive practice that is allowed under our current labelling laws and should be
 addressed.
 
5.  We have currently seen a marked increase in the price of groceries in Australia
 compared to other Countries, while this in part is due to the duopoly that has been allowed
 to flourish within the Australian market place, it may also be attributed to the cost of third
 party certification. Non- disclosure agreements have been in many instances been put in
 place which then allows manufacturers to hide the cost of third party certification and pass
 those costs onto consumers as a normal business activity.
 
6.  While there can be no disputing that third party certification can in fact enhance
 Australia’s export markets, export markets are entirely separate from domestic markets
 and until such time as 95% of the domestic market demands third party certification the
 costs should not be passed onto all domestic consumers, but more importantly neither
 should adherence to a particular religious belief be forced onto the Australian Consumer.
  While Halal does not alter the food in any way shape or form paying fees to support that
 religious belief of a minority by the majority is against our democratic rights and
 principles.
 
7.  When we look at organic foods in the supermarkets we can compare the price of Non
 organic produce to that of organic produce and it is the informed consumer’s choice to pay
 the extra, sadly it appears that is not the case with Halal certification where deceptive
 practices are rife.
 
Yours Faithfully,
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HALAL  SUBMISSION 

HALAL CERTIFICATION IN AUSTRALIA 

This certification is an ongoing RELIGIOUS FEE paid to appease one religious group at the expense of 

all others. 

They don’t need to pay these fees, particularly on products like water and women’s personal 

hygiene products, these products are suitable WITHOUT this religious fees being paid, even meat 

and animal products are made suitable for consumption by Muslims with a simple blessing of a 

word. 

If any fees need to be paid it must come from the Muslim consumers who demand it, not every 

other consumer. It also should be clearly labelled when an item carries this certification, so that 

consumers can make an informed decision about products they purchase. 

Why don’t Coles, Woolworths, Aldi and other supermarkets clearly mark their products? 

Please consider the following recommendations in this enquiry: 

 Clearly label food if it is a product of a religious ritual; specifically employs a person because 

of their religious belief; is religiously certified and certification fees are paid to fund religious 

programs 

 Producers of food that are automatically halal permissible like bread and water should not 

be required to pay certification fees  

 All religious food certifiers should be registered and required to disclose their standards, 

fees and financial records 

 An inquiry be established to examine other issues in relation to halal certification other than 

food labelling  

 All  profits made by Halal certification scheme should be monitored and taxed with 

transparency on where the money is being used. 

 

Thank you for taking these recommendations into consideration. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Jeane Gearing 
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Submission:  

Third party certification of food 
31 July 2015 

 
Submission by Rev Spencer Gear PhD 

 
Senate Standing Committees on Economics 
PO Box 6100 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600 
economics.sen@aph.gov.au 
 
Dear committee members, 
 
This submission will focus only on Halal certification of products (mostly, but 
not exclusively, food and grocery items) in the Australian context. This is 
because of the major concern that Halal certification has generated in 
Australia.1 
 
Your ‘Terms of Reference’2 will be referred, hereafter, as ToR. 
 
The submission deals with: 

1. What is Halal? 
2. What is Halal certification? 
3. Issues relating to Halal certification; 
4. Objections to Halal certification; 
5. Suggestions for how this inappropriate labelling can be fixed. 

 
Radio National provided this example of various Halal certification symbols 
that have been used:3 

                                            
1 These are samples and not exhaustive examples: (1) ABC Fact Sheet 2015. Fact check: 
Does halal certification fund terrorism? (online) 21 April. Available at: 
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-04-14/fact-check-does-halal-certification-fund-
terrorism/6383238 (Accessed 31 July 2015). (2) ABC News 2015. How does Halal 
certification work? (online) 13 April. Available at: http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-04-
13/how-does-halal-certification-work/6390254 (Accessed 31 July 2015). (3) ABC News Fact 
Check 2015. Fact file: Halal certification, food exports and terrorism (online), 14 April. 
Available at: http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-04-14/fact-file-halal-certification-and-food-
exports/6383246 (Accessed 31 July 2015). (4) Sam Phillips 2015. Halal certification: 
Frequently asked questions answered (online), The Courier-Mail, 29 July. Available at: 
http://www.perthnow.com.au/business/companies/fact-vs-fiction-in-halal-certification-
debate/story-fnkjkokt-1227462138699?sv=6a8351943184a005ae428bdef3a1f592 (Accessed 
31 July 2015). 
2 Parliament of Australia 2015. Senate, Third party certification of food, Terms of Reference 
(online). Available at: 
http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Economics/Food_Cert_S
chemes/Terms_of_Reference (Accessed 30 July 2015). 

mailto:economics.sen@aph.gov.au
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-04-14/fact-check-does-halal-certification-fund-terrorism/6383238
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-04-14/fact-check-does-halal-certification-fund-terrorism/6383238
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-04-13/how-does-halal-certification-work/6390254
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-04-13/how-does-halal-certification-work/6390254
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-04-14/fact-file-halal-certification-and-food-exports/6383246
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-04-14/fact-file-halal-certification-and-food-exports/6383246
http://www.perthnow.com.au/business/companies/fact-vs-fiction-in-halal-certification-debate/story-fnkjkokt-1227462138699?sv=6a8351943184a005ae428bdef3a1f592
http://www.perthnow.com.au/business/companies/fact-vs-fiction-in-halal-certification-debate/story-fnkjkokt-1227462138699?sv=6a8351943184a005ae428bdef3a1f592
http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Economics/Food_Cert_Schemes/Terms_of_Reference
http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Economics/Food_Cert_Schemes/Terms_of_Reference
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1. What is Halal? 
 
One of the recognised Islamic bodies for Halal certification in Australia, Halal 
Australia (hereafter HA), in its article, ‘Clarifying misconceptions about Halal’, 
stated: ‘The word Halal is derived from the Arabic language and means 
“acceptable” or “permissible”, relating to the source of the produce or 
ingredients, the cleanliness of premises, preparation methods and the final 
product’. 4 
 
Also, ‘because many food products may contain a combination of Halal and 
non-Halal ingredients, some food companies choose to have their products 
assessed for halal suitability in order for Muslims (locally or importing 
countries) to be able to clearly identify which products they may consume’.5 
 
The opposite of Halal is ‘haraam’ or ‘haram’, which means ‘forbidden’ or sinful. 
 
The World of Islam states: 

The following products are definitely Halal:   

1. Milk (from cows, sheep, camels, and goats) 
2. Honey 
3. Fish 

                                                                                                                             
3 Cameron Wilson 2014. What's the big fuss about Halal certification? Radio National (online). 
Available at: http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/bushtelegraph/halal/5843904 
(Accessed 28 July 2015). 
4 Halal Australia n d. Clarifying misconceptions about Halal (online). Available at: 
http://www.halal-australia.com.au/clarifying-misconceptions-about-halal/ (Accessed 27 July 
2015). 
5 Ibid. 

http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/bushtelegraph/halal/5843904
http://www.halal-australia.com.au/clarifying-misconceptions-about-halal/
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4. Plants which are not intoxicant 
5. Fresh or naturally frozen vegetables 
6. Fresh or dried fruits   
7. Legumes and nuts like peanuts, cashew nuts, hazel nuts, walnuts, 
etc.   
8. Grains such as wheat, rice, rye, barley, oat, etc.   

Animals such as cows, sheep, goats, deer, moose, chickens, ducks, 
game birds, etc., are also Halal, but they must be Zabihah (slaughtered 
according to Islamic Rites) in order to be suitable for consumption. The 
procedure is as follows: the animal must be slaughtered by a Muslim. 
The animal should be put down on the ground (or held it if it is small) and 
its throat should be slit with a very sharp knife to make sure that the 3 
main blood vessels are cut. While cutting the throat of the animal 
(without severing it), the person must pronounce the name of Allah or 
recite a blessing which contains the name of Allah, such as "Bismillah 
Allah-u-Akbar".6 

How is it possible for non-Muslim Australians – infidels – to slaughter animals 
with this requirement for Halal, and thus Halal certification, without following 
Muslim requirements, hiring and involvement for Halal certification? 

Raihan Ismail, an associate lecturer in the Centre for Arab and Islamic Studies 
at Australian National University, stated that ‘halal food for Muslims is 
prescribed by the Koran’. The Islamic connection was affirmed by her: 

‘Halal is also developed by Islamic scholars based on Islamic verses and 
also the Islamic tradition," she said. 

Dr Ismail said halal beef and lamb must be slaughtered according to 
Islamic practices, with clean instruments that are pork and alcohol free. 

It should be done in the presence of a Muslim who must say "Bismillah 
ir-Rahman ir-Rahim", which she says means "in the name of Allah", 
when the animal is slaughtered’.7 

There is more to Halal certification than paying a fee to a certified Halal 
organisation that promotes Islam, according to Dr Ismail. It is imposing a 
Muslim requirement so that certification can be avowed. 
 
What is forbidden for Muslim people? According to the World of Islam, that 
which is haraam is: 

1. Meat from swine - pork, ham, gammon, bacon, etc  

                                            
6 World of Islam n d. Halal / Haraam (online). Available at: 
http://special.worldofislam.info/Food/halal_haram.html (Accessed 31 July 2015). 
7 ABC FactCheck 2015. Fact file: What is halal food? (online) 14 April. Available at: 
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-04-14/fact-file-what-is-halal-food/6383242 (Accessed 30 
July 2015). 

http://special.worldofislam.info/Food/halal_haram.html
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-04-14/fact-file-what-is-halal-food/6383242
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2. Pork-based products and by-products - sausages, gelatine etc  

3. Animals improperly slaughtered, or already dead before slaughtering 
is due to take place  

4. Animals killed in the name of anyone other than Allah. 

5. Intoxicants  

6. Most carnivorous animals, birds of prey and land animals without 
external ears (i.e., snakes, reptiles, worms, insects etc.)  

7. Blood and blood by-products  

8. Foods contaminated with any of the above products.8 

 
ABC News Fact Check, ‘What is halal food?’ stated: 
 

Vegemite, for example, is certified halal by The Australian Federation of 
Islamic Councils by virtue of being made on a dedicated production line 
where it doesn't come into contact with any animal-derived ingredients, 
and with yeast processed to ensure it is alcohol free. 
 
Dr Ismail [an associate lecturer in the Centre for Arab and Islamic 
Studies at ANU] says these products appeal to Australian Muslims who 
rigidly observe halal, but halal certification also benefits the food industry 
because it increases trade exports, particularly to the Middle East and 
South East Asia.  
 
"It's a commercial decision and Australia makes a lot of money from 
doing that," she said. 
 
Hundreds of food products found in Australian supermarkets have halal 
certification, including household name brands such as Nestle Crunch 
bars, Maggi Two Minute Noodles and Kellogg's Coco Pops.9 

 
The Islamic connection cannot be minimised for Halal certification according 
to Dr Rahin Ismail and the World of Islam.  

2. What is Halal certification 
ToR(a): ‘the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia 
including, but not limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and 
genetically-modified food and general food safety certification schemes’. 
 
HA stated: 
 

                                            
8 Ibid. 
9 ABC FactCheck 2015. Fact file: What is halal foot? op cit. 
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‘Halal Australia has no power to enforce any tax, religious or otherwise, 
on the citizens of Australia under any circumstances. Companies that 
seek halal certification pay a flat fee that covers the cost of site 
accreditation and product certification and periodic audits as needed. 
These fees are in line with those that companies pay to have other 
elements of their business certified and audited each year to help meet 
the requirements of other dietary needs, such as organic, vegetarian and 
kosher, or to ensure compliance from a quality assurance (QMS) and 
food safety (HACCP) point of view. To the best of our knowledge, the 
fees paid by companies to have their products certified are not 
carried over to the consumer’ (emphasis added).10  

 
I consider this to be a naïve statement that fees are not passed on to 
consumers. As any business wanting to make a profit knows, all costs 
influence the final price to the consumer. It is demonstrating a credulous  
approach to business to consider that Halal certification is ‘not carried over to 
the consumer’. Dick Smith products make it clear that costs will be 
passed on to the consumer (see below). 
 
As of 12 May 2015, The Australian Government’s Department of Agriculture 
listed 22 recognised Islamic bodies for Halal certification of red meat and red 
meat products for export.11 
 
Muslims Australia (formerly Australian Federation of Islamic Councils Inc.) 
stated with regard to Halal certification: ‘The Client, where applicable must: 
Pay to AFIC the royalty according to AFIC Schedule of Fees as amended 
from time to time’.12 It does not describe this fee as a tax or surcharge but as 
a royalty. The exact amount of this fee per business was not stated by 
Muslims Australia. 
 
HA’s view was that  
 

‘The additional income produced by a company that gains halal 
certification and accreditation belongs to the company (not Halal 
Australia) and contributes millions of dollars to the Australian economy 
every year – far more than anything that is paid for the certification 
itself’.13  

 
However, this does not take into consideration the number of Australians who 
object to and refuse to purchase Halal certified products for a number of 
reasons, including conflicting religious beliefs.  

 

                                            
10 HA n d. Clarification, loc cit. 
11 Commonwealth of Australia 2015. Australian Government, Department of Agriculture, List 
of recognised Islamic bodies for Halal certification of red meat (online). Available at: 
http://www.agriculture.gov.au/export/food/meat/elmer-3/list-islamic-halal-certification 
(Accessed 28 July 2015). 
12 Muslims Australia 2013. Halal certification (online). Available at: 
http://muslimsaustralia.com.au/halal-accreditation-2/ (Accessed 28 July 2015). 
13 HA n d. Clarification, loc cit. 

http://www.agriculture.gov.au/export/food/meat/elmer-3/list-islamic-halal-certification
http://muslimsaustralia.com.au/halal-accreditation-2/
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3. Issues relating to Halal certification 
 

 
(Courtesy hotheads) 

a. All Australians share the cost of the royalty (fee) 

This relates to ToR(e): ‘details regarding certification fees paid by food 
producers and/or manufacturers, and the potential for these to impact on 
prices for consumers’. 
 
HA stated: 
 

• ‘The service fees paid to Halal Australia for halal certification and 
accreditation are used to maintain the normal costs of running a 
registered business in Australia. These include overhead costs such as 
utilities, rent, inventory and supplies, and employee salaries, as well as 
income taxes paid to the Australian government. Inspection fees also 
include auditing services, which are undertaken to maintain quality 
control of the premises and products and which cover standard 
expenses such as service, transportation and travel time’. 

• ‘Halal certification profits DO NOT go towards supporting any 
terrorist activities or violent politically motivated religious 
organisations. Nor do we have anything to do with any organisation or 
group anywhere in the world that incites violence and are not aligned 
with our values of freedom, egalitarianism, equality of opportunity, and 
mutual respect and tolerance’ (emphasis in original).14 

 
Please understand that the statement, ‘to maintain the normal costs of running 
a registered business in Australia’, leaves out one important word. It should 
read, ‘to maintain the normal costs of running a registered Islamic business in 
Australia’. 
 
This imposition on all Australian consumers of Halal certified products is done  
without the authorisation and permission of non-Muslims, who constitute 98% 
of Australia’s population (see below). To refuse to eat Halal certified foods 

                                            
14 HA n d. Clarifying, loc cit. 

http://www.hotheads.com.au/halal-certification.htm
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excludes many of us from a large chunk of our menu. I find it an immoral 
action when a religion’s requirements are forced on non-Muslims. 
 
Sam Phillips (2015) reported: 
 

Are costs incurred by businesses in certifying products as halal passed 
on to consumers in store? 
 
Coles: “Many Australian suppliers prepare their products to Halal 
specification so that they can be made available to the widest possible 
range of customers and also exported to other markets outside of 
Australia.” 
 
“By increasing their overall market, suppliers are able to reduce their 
costs of production, resulting in lower prices for Coles customers.”15 
 

 
That’s not the view of Dick Smith’s Aussie Grown Foods, which stated: 
 

We have received a number of letters from people asking if we will be 
putting the Muslim Halal logo on our food.  
  
To acquire Halal certification, payment is required to the endorsing 
body and involves a number of site inspections of both our growers and 
processors in order to ensure that our practices comply with the 
conditions of Halal certification. It is important to note that this does not 
reflect the quality of the food being processed or sold – it only means 
that the products are approved as being prepared in accordance with 
the traditions of the Muslim faith. 
  
We are aware of an increasing number of large companies both in 
Australia and overseas, such as Kraft and Cadbury, who have obtained 
accreditation to use the Halal logo. We don’t believe they have done 
this because of any religious commitment but rather for purely 
commercial reasons. Perhaps these large organisations can afford to 
do this. While we have a choice however, we would prefer to avoid 
unnecessarily increasing the cost of our products in order to pay 
for Halal accreditation when this money would be better spent 
continuing to support important charitable causes where 
assistance is greatly needed.16  

 
It is common business practice that added costs are factored into the final 
price that a customer pays. What seems to be missing from some of the 
argumentation by journalists or businesses that argue that ‘by increasing their 
overall market, suppliers are able to reduce their costs of production, resulting 
in lower prices for Coles customers’, there are those who oppose Muslim 
                                            
15 Sam Phillips 2015. Halal certification, loc cit. 
16 Dick Smith’s Aussie Grown Foods n d. Halal certification on our food (online). Available at: 
http://www.dicksmithfoods.com.au/media/news/halal-certification-our-food (Accessed 28 July 
2015, emphasis added). 

http://www.dicksmithfoods.com.au/media/news/halal-certification-our-food
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Halal certification who may be driven away from purchasing Halal products. 
That would be an interesting survey to conduct to investigate who in the 
Australian marketplace try not to purchase Halal certified products.  
 
What is the cost of certification? Phillips quoted an unnamed meat processing 
director: ‘We pay 60 cents per head for our certification fee and when you 
start adding up the money we get for lung, liver and heart overseas, you’re 
looking at an extra $50 per head in revenue through halal certification. It 
provides revenue to the Australian market by using the whole carcass and 
selling it overseas, you can’t give away lung here but it can be sold in Asian 
countries for a couple of dollars per kilo’. Then he cited Nick Hutchinson, 
Fleurieu Milk and Yoghurt: ‘It costs us $1000 a year to be certified and it 
works out to cost an extra $0.002 per product per year, which is then just 
absorbed in house, nothing passed onto consumers at all’.17 
 

• That’s not the full story 
 
The Courier-Mail in 2013 reported that  

QUEENSLAND abattoirs are being slugged thousands of dollars a 
month through a religious levy on meat exports so powerful Muslim 
clerics in Jakarta can raise money for Islamic schools and 
mosques.  

The Halal certification fees can cost some meat processors up to 
$27,000 a month. 

The Indonesian Council of Ulama (MUI), the top Islamic body which 
orders fatwa religious rulings, has even banned a Brisbane business 
from operating - because it was not charging Queensland abattoirs 
enough to give the religious tick-off to export meat.18 

c. Halal certification and freedom of religion 

Why is this Halal certification, a religious practice, endorsed in Australia, a 
country that grants freedom of religion?  
 
The Commonwealth of Australia Constitution Act – Section 116 – states that 
the Commonwealth is not to legislate in respect of religion: ‘The 
Commonwealth shall not make any law for establishing any religion, or for 
imposing any religious observance, or for prohibiting the free exercise of any 

                                            
17 Phillips (2015). Halal certification, loc cit. 
18 Natasha Bita Komang Erviani 2013. Religious levy costs abattoirs thousands each month 
(online), The Courier-Mail, 20 October. Available at: 
http://www.couriermail.com.au/news/queensland/religious-levy-costs-queensland-abattoirs-
thousands-each-month/story-fnihsrf2-1226743106235 (Accessed 31 July 2015, emphasis in 
original). 

http://www.couriermail.com.au/news/queensland/religious-levy-costs-queensland-abattoirs-thousands-each-month/story-fnihsrf2-1226743106235
http://www.couriermail.com.au/news/queensland/religious-levy-costs-queensland-abattoirs-thousands-each-month/story-fnihsrf2-1226743106235
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religion, and no religious test shall be required as a qualification for any office 
or public trust under the Commonwealth’.19  
 
When Halal is an Islamic requirement and the government is approving Halal 
certification for many manufacturers across Australia, with licensing of 22 
Halal certification Muslim organisations, it seems to me that the federal 
government is legislating in respect of a religion – Islam. It is giving 
permission for imposing a religious observance on all Australians who 
purchase that product. This happens without a clear statement that Halal 
certification is a Muslim requirement that the Commonwealth government 
supports. And 98% of Australians are non-Muslims,  
 
I find this Halal certification to be an imposition of a religious practice on 
Australians who do not support that practice. It does not matter if the product 
tastes no different with Halal certification, the fact is that the government has 
authorised a Muslim practice on foods and other products – it has endorsed a 
religion which Section 116 of the Constitution says should not be done. Or 
does the government think it can get away with it by through the disguise of 
‘Halal certification’? 

That leads to  

b. My considerable concerns 

ToR(f): ‘the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export 
market access and returns to producers’. 
 
The above anomalies in fees for the Halal certification levy should be enough 
to cause Australians to ask and pursue answers: 
 

• Why the disparity in impact of Halal fees, ranging from ‘by increasing 
their overall market, suppliers are able to reduce their costs of 
production, resulting in lower prices’ to ‘we would prefer to avoid 
unnecessarily increasing the cost of our products in order to pay for 
Halal accreditation’ and ‘Halal certification fees can cost some meat 
processors up to $27,000 a month’? 

• A fee of $27,000 a month MUST IMPACT the final price of the product 
– and all in the name of promoting Islam (see below). Even The 
Courier-Mail admitted it was ‘a religious levy’.20 

• Forcing Australian producers to pay such a religious levy – and so 
promote the religion of Islam (see below) – should not be something 
that the 98% of non-Muslim Australians pay. 

• South Australian Senator Cory Bernardi has reported that he has 
‘heard from people who have been intimidated into paying for 
certification even though they didn’t want to’. 21 

                                            
19 Commonwealth of Australia Constitution Act 2013. Section 116, Commonwealth not to 
legislate in respect of religion (online). Available at: 
https://www.comlaw.gov.au/Details/C2013Q00005 (Accessed 31 July 2015). 
20 Bita Komang Erviani 2013. Religious levy costs abattoirs, loc cit 

https://www.comlaw.gov.au/Details/C2013Q00005
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• As already indicated, this certification imposes a religious practice on 
Australians who make purchases of these products, when they do not 
support such a praxis. I find this to be an unethical imposition. 

c. Current labelling 

ToR(c): ‘current labelling requirements of food certification schemes’. 
ToR(d): ‘whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian 
consumers to make informed purchasing decisions’. 
 
Current labelling is significantly inadequate. All products should have a clear 
Halal or non-Halal certification label on the package or product so that 
consumers can see the symbol and make mature decisions on whether or not 
to support Halal. This is not currently the case. Here was one example from 
2010: 
 

 
‘Halal products – 
avoid’ (Facebook, 29 
October 2010). On 
the outside of this 
Kraft Coon cheese 
package, there was 
nothing to indicate it 
had Halal certification. 
That was discovered 
only when the 
package was opened 
and the Halal symbol 
was visible. 22 This 
deception should 
cease immediately.  
 
 
 

4. Objections to Halal certification 
 
ToR(g): ‘the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about 
certifiers including, but not limited to, certification processes, fees and 
financial records; and any related matters’. 

a. Pushing Islam in the name of Halal certification 

                                                                                                                             
21 Cory Bernardi 2015. Getting to the bottom of the halal certification racket. 
Corybernardi.com (online), 25 March. Available at: 
http://www.corybernardi.com/2015/03/25/halal/ (Accessed 28 July 2015). 
22 Available at: 
https://www.facebook.com/BH.Australia/photos/a.201847723297372.1073741825.131315043
683974/201847726630705/ (Accessed 31 July 2015). 

http://www.corybernardi.com/2015/03/25/halal/
https://www.facebook.com/BH.Australia/photos/a.201847723297372.1073741825.131315043683974/201847726630705/
https://www.facebook.com/BH.Australia/photos/a.201847723297372.1073741825.131315043683974/201847726630705/
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In its clarification about Halal certification, HA has stated that 
 

‘the pure and unaltered teachings of Islam as well as the tradition of our 
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) encourage a harmonious and 
peaceful way of life and forbid injustice or aggression against any living 
creature, whether animal or human being. Instead, we are taught to have 
respect for all – regardless of religious beliefs, race, or ethnicity’.23  

 
This demonstrates that Halal certification is associated with the promotion of 
Islam, ‘the pure and unaltered teachings of Islam as well as the tradition of our 
Prophet Muhammad’. No matter how much Halal certification looks like a 
certification process paying royalties, it also involves promotion of Islam, 
implicitly and explicitly (as on the HA website), in the name of certified food 
requirements. 
 
Most Muslims in Australia are living peaceful lives as they adhere to ‘the pure 
and unaltered teachings of Islam’ but the idea that Islam encourages ‘a 
harmonious and peaceful way of life’ seems to overlook some rather 
frightening verses in the Quran. These are but a few examples: 
 

• ‘And fight them until there is no fitnah [disbelief, i.e. non-Muslims] and 
[until] the religion, all of it, is for Allah. And if they cease - then indeed, 
Allah is Seeing of what they do’ (Surah 8:39). 

• ‘O Prophet, urge the believers to battle. If there are among you twenty 
[who are] steadfast, they will overcome two hundred. And if there are 
among you one hundred [who are] steadfast, they will overcome a 
thousand of those who have disbelieved because they are a people 
who do not understand’ (Surah 8:65) 

• ‘Fight those who do not believe in Allah or in the Last Day and who do 
not consider unlawful what Allah and His Messenger have made 
unlawful and who do not adopt the religion of truth from those who 
were given the Scripture - [fight] until they give the jizyah [tax on non-
Muslims] willingly while they are humbled’ (Surah 9:29). 

• Islam’s prophet Ishaq stated, ‘Crushing the heads of the infidels and 
splitting their skulls with sharp swords, we continually thrust and cut at 
the enemy. Blood gushed from their deep wounds as the battle wore 
them down. We conquered bearing the Prophet’s fluttering war banner. 
Our cavalry was submerged in rising dust, and our spears quivered, but 
by us the Prophet gained victory’ (Ishaq 578). 

 
With this kind of influence from Islam’s holy book and its prophets, I find it 
misleading to state that its religious teachings ‘encourage a harmonious and 
peaceful way of life and forbid[s] injustice or aggression against any living 
creature’ when it has this kind of influence to slaughter the infidels, who are all 
non-Muslims. 
 
However, ‘Dr Muhammad Khan, the CEO of Halal Australia, says there is 
nothing wrong with money from Halal certification going to mosques. “It is 

                                            
23 HA n d. Clarifying, loc cit.  

http://quran.com/8
http://quran.com/8
http://quran.com/9
http://www.islam-watch.org/MohdAbdullah/ApeMan.htm
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absolutely not necessary to talk about this subject matter,” he says’.24 This is 
where he is wrong. People as consumers need to know if they are buying 
products that are supporting a religion with which they may agree or disagree. 
It’s a matter of ethics. People need to know that Halal certification is 
supporting Islam. It’s time Dr Khan recognised that if he wants Halal 
certification to support mosques, Australians need to know that up front. That 
has not been clear until this debate was brought into the open in the last few 
years.  
 
I want to make an informed choice when I purchase a product and do not 
want another religion foisted on me. After all, the Australian Constitution 
grants me freedom of religion. I do not want some portion of my purchase at, 
say, the supermarket sent to a religion with which I disagree. That is 
happening with Halal certification.  
 
Here’s the rub: 

b. Two percent forcing beliefs on 98% of Australians 

The Ipsos Mori poll conducted across 14 countries found that 2 percent of the 
Australian population is Muslim.25 The Australian Department of Social 
Services gave the number of Muslims as 340,393 in the 2006 Australian 
census of population.26 
 
So, widespread Halal certification of foods and other products in Australia is 
all for the sake of 2% of our population and it involves imposing an Islamic 
practice on 98% of the nation. While I’m not a lawyer, this practice has an 
awful whiff of possible violation of freedom of religion guaranteed by  
Australia’s Constitution. I consider that this aspect should be investigated by 
the Senate’s committee pursuing this issue. 

5. Fixing the problem  
 
These are some suggestions for fixing the Halal certification issue that is 
causing a ruckus with some people. The following comments are not racist or 
discriminatory, but are designed to provide practical alternatives to the current 
promotion of Islam, all in the name of Halal certification. 

a.  Make certification labels clear 

                                            
24 Cameron Wilson 2014. What’s the big fuss about halal certification? (online) Radio 
National, 27 October. Available at: 
http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/bushtelegraph/halal/5843904 (Accessed 31 
July 2015). 
25 Michael Safi 2014. Australians think Muslim population is nine times greater than it really is 
(online). The Guardian, 30 October. Available at: http://www.theguardian.com/australia-
news/datablog/2014/oct/30/australians-think-muslim-population-nine-times-greater (Accessed 
27 July 2015). 
26 Muslims in Australia Snapshot n d. Department of Social Services (online). Available at: 
https://www.dss.gov.au/sites/default/files/files/settle/multicultural_australia/Muslims_in_Austra
lia_snapshot.pdf (Accessed 27 July 2015). 

http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/bushtelegraph/halal/5843904
http://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/datablog/2014/oct/30/australians-think-muslim-population-nine-times-greater
http://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/datablog/2014/oct/30/australians-think-muslim-population-nine-times-greater
https://www.dss.gov.au/sites/default/files/files/settle/multicultural_australia/Muslims_in_Australia_snapshot.pdf
https://www.dss.gov.au/sites/default/files/files/settle/multicultural_australia/Muslims_in_Australia_snapshot.pdf
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Many products are not clear in identifying that they are Halal certified. 
Therefore, I endorse the Halal Choices organisation’s view (I have no 
association with that entity) of contacting manufacturers: 

As an Australian consumer I would like to make an informed choice 
about the purchases I make. I ask that you would clearly identify on your 
products which ones have been subject to halal certification. 

I do not wish to support any brand that pays an Islamic religious tax to 
have their product halal certified. Less than 2% of this population is 
Muslim and I do not want to fund special religious rituals or political 
campaigns to increase the presence of Sharia Law in Australia.  

Please respect consumers and give them/us the necessary information 
so we can make our own choices. Please, also consider carefully what 
you are funding when you pay halal certification fees. The Koran says 
food must be halal but certification is a modern day tax imposed on a 
majority of people who do not submit to the Islamic religion and Sharia 
law.27 

It would be helpful for me for non-Halal manufacturers to include ‘not Halal’ 
symbols on their products. 

b. Exclusive Halal certified producers & retailers 

If manufacturers and retailers want to support the Islamic controlled Halal 
certification programmes in Australia and for export to Muslim countries, 
develop exclusive Halal manufacturing cites that are designed to produce for 
the very small Australian market of 2% Muslims and for the export market. If 
these manufacturers and retailers want the rest of the Australian market (98% 
of the population), then make sure the majority of their products do NOT have 
Halal certification. This is for sales at home and for export to non-Muslim 
countries.  
 

6. Conclusion 
Halal certification is forcing a prominent part of the Islamic religion on the 
Australian population. I find this to be a deceptive tactic of disguise to raise 
funds for the Islamic cause. 
 
The Australian government needs to expose this game plan rather than 
promote it. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Spencer Gear 

                                            
27 Halal Choices 2011. Available at: http://www.halalchoices.com.au/take_action.html 
(Accessed 31 July 2015). 

http://www.halalchoices.com.au/take_action.html
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SENATE INQUIRY INTO FOOD CERTIFICATION SCHEMES  
 
 
 
“On 13 May 2015, the Senate referred the following matters to the Economics References 
Committee for inquiry and report by 30 November 2015: 
 
a. the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not limited 
to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and general food safety 
certification schemes;  
  
b. current labelling requirements of food certification schemes;  
  
c. the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees;  
 
d. whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make 
informed purchasing decisions;  
  
e. details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and the 
potential for these to impact on prices for consumers;  
  
f. the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and returns 
to producers;  
  
g. the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including, but 
not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any related matters.”  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
  
I wish to register my submission in respect of the foregoing criteria (a. to g.) pertaining to labelling 
and certification requirements of Australian Foods and Products. 
 
I am disgusted and appalled at the continual encroachment of outsider influences into Our 
Australian way of life.   
 
In a few short years this country through its producers, suppliers and consumers have been held to 
ransom by a minority group that appears hell-bent on instilling its own values on the greater 
population through its underhanded and surreptitious methodology of halal certifications and 
practices.  The same can be said for foreign products where the source of which is often disguised in 
‘mumbo-jumbo’ or blatantly misrepresentative – eg:  Pasta products from Sri Lanka displaying the 
Italian flag. 
 
I welcome the labelling of any product to declare its halal involvement where such product is so 
compliant in its manufacture. However, these labels (as with those of any foreign product) should be 
displayed at the maximum size/appearance possible.  For instance, the mandatory font size of any 
halal or foreign product should be second only to the Company or Manufacturer’s name. 
 



Too often unsuspecting consumers will inadvertently purchase such products which funnel funds 
back to a minority group that such consumers may never have intended to support because the size 
/ appearance of such labelling is so miniscule that it is almost impossible to identify prior to 
purchase. 
 
I am a consumer of animal products.  I have no qualms with that.  Many years ago I worked at an 
abattoir in Shepparton.  I was proud to have been part of an organisation that treated the animals 
being slaughtered with care and respect.  No animal was ever aware of its own or its fellow animals’ 
imminent demise through the use of ‘stunners’ and ‘blind corners’. 
 
Halal techniques are the very antithesis of these humane practices.  I want to know that the animal I 
am eating or wearing has not met a torturous and barbaric death.  I would like to see an end to all 
halal style slaughterhouses in Australia (and the world), but failing that, at least be honest with the 
consumer and allow us to make an informed decision as to whether we buy from an unknown 
source or from an undesirable production method. 
 
Having said that, place your halal signage on your product, but do it visibly and pay for it yourself – 
because I don’t wish to be duped into buying it. 
 
 
Leigh Rhodes 
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From: Joyce Harris  
Sent: Friday, 31 July 2015 4:43 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Certification Inquiry:
 
Dear Committee Members,
 
I became increasingly concerned about halal foods when a local big-name supermarket displayed a
 large poster by its entrance door stating their store supports halal foods.  Now this is one of
 Australia’s largest supermarket companies. I knew from somewhere that the Muslim community in
 Australia is @2% of the national population, similar to Aboriginal people’s population figures.
 
Now we do not see signs in our major supermarkets or anywhere saying Aboriginal food sold here!
 
So I became highly concerned by this and wondered what was behind this. I began to do some
 homework and research and found others were also concerned even more than myself. And had
 been alerted to matters regarding halal for longer than I. So I began to explore more and learned
 about the halal certification scheme.  Now that really seemed to be the missing jigsaw piece for me.
  That money making was behind this.
 
If, as an example, Aboriginal people wanted to have a market on kangaroo tails, no one would fight
 them for it. The general population would say it is all yours, but just make sure we do not have to pay
 special fees to provide you with kangaroo tails in the general supermarkets because why should the
 majority pay for such ‘fees’ . That is IF they were attached to kangaroo tails being labelled genuine
 Aboriginal food!
 
AS it is, as I understand, I am most likely paying some portion of the certification costs on products
 that I purchase in that large supermarket because of halal certification incurring large fees. 
 
So where does that leave me or anyone that is non Muslim, in fact that is roughly the other 98% of
 the population?
 
IF it is found to be true that all people are paying for the halal certification as it is being passed on
 from the store outlets to the customers how can that be fair. 
 
If would be more fair it I could read all products as I do for their natural or artificial ingredients,
 whether something is halal or not. Then I can make an informed choice.
 
But as it stands currently. I do not know what companies pay for this, what they pay, and why they
 have to. And why the whole of the food change system is needing to be halal. As I understand from
 all is halal unless it is not. Honey does not need a halal sticker nor be certified halal because it
 deemed halal anyway. SO it does not need any certification nor the fees that go with it being passed
 down to any customer for such foods that are ordinarily halal.
 
But when something is deemed to needing halal and a certification label to say this, and it is clearly
 made known to the Australian public what halal certifications stamps stand for then the buyer can
 make an informed choice. To buy or not buy that product.
 
And where there is a necessary halal labelled item, then the store such as large supermarkets need
 to supply the same item that is not halal certified. So that consumers who do not wish to support
 halal certification but need their cheesecake for that special birthday party, they can buy it with a
 good conscience that it is not halal certified.
 



I want to make informed choices.
 
If something is certified, have it on all labels of each item. Whether it be certified organic with the
 appropriate nations logo. Or if it is kosher, or halal.
 
I do not want to support halal labelled foods or restaurants for that matter, as I am lead to believe they
 are supporting the great purposes of Islam, and as I can see Islam is executing genocide against
 Christians and Jews overseas, and from an interaction with one orthodox Muslim man one night at a
 public event he believes people in Australia need to be beheaded.   He said that the only way for
 peace is do it their way which is get rid of those that do no follow Islam. I enquired further, and he
 said the sword needs to be used, I said so you mean to behead us. He answered in the affirmative.
 This was in Swanston St, in Melbourne’s CBD.
 
So if that was representative of what is Islam wants to do in Australia I will continue to boycott halal
 restaurants and halal food.
 
Please for the sake of 98% of Australians who are not muslim, please have the certification schemes
 investigated fully in terms of the it being a modern day money making scheme that has very little to
 do with Islam’s founder’s notes around this.
 
Food is essential for all people.
It should not be controlled by anyone but for the right of all people have full access without
 compromising their own finances to serve another religion other than their own, or to be fearful they
 are supporting terrorism activities in anyone’s name.
 
Food it to give life and sustainance.
Not a means to fund beheadings of those who reject Islam if this is the case.
 
Thank you for this opportunity.
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Senate Committee on Economics. 

Third Party Certification of Food.. 

31st July 2015 

Dear Sir, 

I wish to lodge an objection to the third party certification of food as conforming to Halal practices. 

As a Christian I object strongly to having my food and particularly meat products being killed in a way 
that conforms to Islamic practices that I consider both cruel and objectionable. I consider this 
certification to be a curse on my food and that of my family. 

I strongly object to the fact that not only is this money for the certification going to a religion that I 
object to very strongly but that this certification is not listed on the label of the food product. If we 
are to have certification then I want that labelling clearly stated on the labelling so I can intelligently 
decide whether or not I buy and eat it. 

If Moslems want to buy Halal food then it should be certified without cost to the producer. Why 
should I pay for a certification that has no value to me, direct funds to an organisation I oppose 
because of their teaching and which is also kept secret from us. 

I propose that certification must be free with no charge and that it must be listed clearly on the 
label. If it is required for export to Islamic countries then that food may be certified but no other. 

Regards 

Ernest Hemmings 
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From:  
Sent: Friday, 31 July 2015 4:48 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATE FOOD
 
 
To

Senate Standing Committees on Economics

PO Box 6100

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

 
From

 
PLEASE WITHHOLD MY PERSONAL INFORMATION

 
Dear Sir/Madam
 
RE: THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATE FOOD INQUIRY

 
I am writing in regards to the inquiry into food labelling certification, and would like to submit
 the following for consideration in this inquiry, my main concern is HALAL CERTIFICATION.
 
To commence I would like to make it clear that the salient issue is the certification fees and
 process, sharing equal importance with the slaughter methods.
 
Firstly I'd like to mention that I have personally grew up in Indonesia, I was born here but had
 to move with my mother due to work. I went to school there and later returned and have been
 here ever since. I'm an Australian and I do not see why or how we here in Australia should
 have halal in our mainstream supermarkets. In Indonesia which is an Islamic country I do not
 have any issues with and to be honest even there many do not eat or purchase halal only
 foods and products. This I have seen for myself first hand for many years living and schooling
 in Indonesia.
 
As an atheist the matter of halal certification is of great concern to me, and many other
 Australians I have spoken with. My concerns are detailed as follows.
 
I understand Muslims, similar to Jews have their own method of slaughter, currently the
 Jewish do not force their ideals on the general public yet the Muslims have been allowed and



 even encouraged to implement the Halal slaughter methods and the halal certificate beef
 schemes on the unknowing general Australian public.  
No beef is labelled religious kill, or Halal Slaughtered, no beef is labelled rejected beef
 because the animal failed to die as per Islamic standards.
We as consumers DO pay for this certificate that never makes it to the packaging.   And Sir, I
 object strongly. I object this has been forced on us unknowingly, I object government after
 government have allowed Islam to have a stronghold in our beef industry. 
 
Equally, I object to having foods that are already permissible for Muslims to eat being certified,
 foods such as salt, sugar, butter, milk, yogurt, flour, baked beans, Vegemite, you name it, it
 seems like if it stays still long enough its going to be certified halal by some Islamic
 organisation or Muslim business man who is quite happy to certify anything despite what their
 Qur'an says. 
 
Having lived and schooled in the largest Islamic country Indonesia for many years, I know first
 hand, that even the Indonesian people do not eat only halal food and that they too eat what
 they can and if required will say a pray before and after their meals.
 
I trust the inquiry will come to the conclusion that whilst you live in Australia you live under
 Australian laws, not Sharia Laws and under Australian law all foods are permissible for a
 Muslim to eat except the obvious such as pork etc.
 
Its time Australia said, we are multi race, multi-faith but our culture is Australian first.
 
 
 
 
 
 
Yours Sincerely,
 

31/7/2015
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From: Anna Newman  
Sent: Friday, 31 July 2015 4:54 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Labels on food in Australia
 
economics.sen@aph.gov.au

Goodday Senate Representative,

I address topic (b) and (e) details regarding certification fees paid by food
 producers and/or manufacturers, and the potential for these to impact on
 prices for consumers;

 

Our Australian food regulations& labelling system pre blanket ideology (Halal
 & what ever else in the future?) 3rd party hijacking was sufficient. The public
 has a clear description on current food labels referring to warnings, nutrition
 & health that in time may be improved upon. Adding 3rd party requirements
 representing multiple interests from various social and idealogical
 organisations may congest dietary instruction which may have serious
 impact on consumer health. Content certification for cultural or idealogical
 preferences could ultimately make the product more expensive than the food
 inside the packaging irrespective of the size of containers / packaging!

 

Companies like Nestle, Uni lever & Kraft as well as more than 50% of
 suppliers of beef &l amb,poultry & dairy are already subjected to paying for
 extortionist certifying schemes.

 

Halal certification schemes are forced on non muslim consumers.

 I appeal to The Australian Government to give the consumer a choice. The
 food with Halal stamp adds to the cost of food without the often improper
 detailed stamp. 

It is wrong that non-Halal consumers have to pay an idealogical tax' over and
 above the GST we are already required to pay. If I have missed something
 on the governance of Australia please inform me as I have not heard of any
 announcement that we have a second government running Australia to
 which we have to pay taxes!

http://aph.gov.au/


Anna Newman
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 Summary 

Australian Organic Ltd welcomes this Senate review, recognising the 
independent, transparent nature of organic certification and organic standards 
in Australia, and the opportunity for our industry to showcase this to 
government and the public.  

Australian Organic Ltd is a not for profit organic industry services 
organisation, owned by members of industry and interested organic 
stakeholders including consumers. It has operated since 1987. Its 
independent subsidiary Australian Certified Organic (ACO) certifies some 
1900 organic business operators in Australia across the supply chain from 
farm inputs, to farms, processors, handlers and retailers.  
 
Australian Organic Ltd is respected for its biennial industry publication it 
commissions: the Australian Organic Market Report, which benchmarks and 
tracks organic industry growth www.austorganic.com. It funds an education 
program www.organicschools.com.au; an Organic Awareness Month; along 
with industry excellence awards and other industry member services. 
 
The Australian Certified Organic logo is on the majority of Australian organic 
products, its recognition and respect growing from Australian consumers.  
 
The organic industry in Australia has a national peak council: the Organic 
Industry Standards and Certification Council (OISCC) which manages the 
National Standard (NS) program that has been in place with full certified 
organic industry and government support since the early 1990s.  
 
The organic industry is serviced well by competition for provision of organic 
certification services via 6 separate government accredited certification 
agencies, certifying to the National Standard. Australia has an open domestic 
marketplace without the term organic legislated. Responsibility for action 
taken on misuse of the term organic and certified organic therefore falls on the 
certification industry, working in concert where relevant with the ACCC and 
fair trade agencies. Ultimately this is a market driven and supported 
production system attribution claim which requires vigilance from consumers 
in looking for, and buying, certified organic products under a recognised logo.  
 
The organic industry would welcome additional resourcing and involvement of 
the ACCC in particular that would complement and assist the industry’s co-
regulatory system in Australia – which is otherwise a paragon of independent 
standards setting and industry self-regulation, enjoying high levels of 
consumer recognition and respect.  



	  

	  

Key points 
 
National organic standards, peak representation to government, 
and structure of the organic certification services sector:  
 
• The government (Department of Agriculture, DoA) directly accredits 6 (third 

party) certification companies, specified in Law via the Export Orders 
which deems organic a "prescribed good" for export 

• These groups at a minimum certify operators to the National Standard (NS) 
requirements - one of the highest standards in the world - which 
mandates certification in order to use the term organic 

• This program is a "co-regulatory" arrangement between government and 
industry, with government advised via the peak Council OISCC on all 
standards and certification matters 

• The presence of this standard and export program has, over the past two 
decades, enabled international market access for Australian organic 
producers and exporters 

• Organic as a term is clearly defined and uniformly understood in 
international documents (via the WTO’s Codex Alimentarius as 
well as IFOAM) and at national levels (USDA NOP; EU; etc and in 
Australia via government national and private industry standards) 

• Standards are determined and reviewed regularly by technically competent 
representatives of industry, government, consumer groups, producers, 
retailers and others. Equivalence with international organic standards 
requirements remains a core driving logic of Australian standards, 
along with alignment of consumer expectations about organic  

• The use of third party accredited certification services is an 
internationally recognised means of governments regulating 
markets which have legislated for the term organic 

• For an end product to be labeled as certified organic to national 
standards, the entire production chain (from farm/s, through to 
processors and handlers) requires audit and certification 

 
Explanation of ACO organic certification programs:  
 
• Australian Certified Organic (ACO) is accredited by the Australian 

Government (DoA) for certification of organic products to the NS, as 
well as to other government organic programs, ensuring market access 
for its clients including USDA NOP, EU organic program, Korea, Japan, 
and for other markets via the IOAS. It is accredited to ISO 17065, along 
with for provision of services such as Freshcare for on-farm food safety 

• ACO is the largest certifier, certifying over half of all Australian 
organic farmers, the majority of exported products and some 80% 
of end label users domestically under the ACO Bud 

• ACO works actively with most major as well as leading independent 
retailers via education and review of organic products ensuring 
products comply with national or internationally recognised standards 
and certification (including for imported products) 

• ACO and its Bud logo were the winners of the inaugural (and only) 
Choice Food Endorsement Awards - underscoring the independence 



	  

	  

of industry standards setting processes, the third party certification 
requiring minimum annual audits, and recognition by consumers of the 
organic Bud brand 

• ACO, via auditors and technical staff, conducts annual and unannounced 
audits, label checks, ingredient checks, product testing and compliance 
directives to businesses using its organic logo 
 

Costs of certification: 
 
• ACO has certification programs catering for smaller producers through to 

large operations, on a sliding scale of fees starting from $495 per 
annum for small scale farm operators and capped at less than $5,000 
(ex GST) for the largest operations (farm and processing/handling) 

• ACO maintains its charging structure to assist smaller to medium 
enterprises as they develop, while also ensuring that financially it 
is not beholden to any large or singular commercial interests, by 
maintaining capped and low charges 

• Costs of certification for the majority of clients are estimated to be between 
less than 1% of wholesale cost of a certified organic product down to 
as little as 0.001% in the case of large volume operations 

• ACO competes in an open marketplace for certification services with the 
other 5 government accredited certification groups 

• Funds raised by the certification programs are channeled back into 
assisting in regulating, testing, spot inspections, market access 
and trade and consumer education  

• The costs of the certification programs are fully managed and borne by the 
market (industry and the trade, and therefore consumers) i.e. they are 
not subsidised by the taxpayer 

 
Regulation of the marketplace and non-compliant products:  
 
• While organic certification in Australia is a paragon of industry-

government co-regulatory approach to managing market 
compliance, there is no legislation domestically defining 
"organic". The certification programs are used by the marketplace 
and industry to self-regulate the market for consumers 

• New Consumer Laws (2010) have assisted the ACCC in taking action 
against larger scale operations that have attempted to misuse the term 
organic, which industry has welcomed 

• Actions taken by ACO against non compliant products or operators have 
also assisted in ensuring that products in the marketplace claiming 
certified organic status are indeed that 

• Standards Australia has in more recent years, in concert with industry, 
government, Choice and the ACCC, mirrored the NS and established 
the AS 6000 organic standard, which may, according to the ACCC, in 
concert with other private standards (e.g. ACOS) and the NS enable 
easier prosecution of cases of misuse of the term organic. This AS 
standard is not directly utilised by the certification industry, which uses 
the existing NS program. Industry, via the OISCC peak council intends 
to determine in the coming year which base standard will be utilised by 



	  

	  

the certification industry going forward. Both the NS and the AS 6000 
standards are effectively identical in application at operator level and 
therefore industry does not expect any impacts on the consumer 
market nor the trade with these decisions over the coming year ahead.  

• Industry remains seeking greater support and action from ACCC in 
cases of overt fraud by operators misusing the term organic on 
products in Australia, while expecting the DoA to take action in 
relation to products that may be exported as organic but found 
not to be compliant with the NS. 

• While industry has called for some years for government to legislate the 
term organic domestically, it is informed by government departments 
that this would only be considered in the event of significant market 
failure. Government agencies point to the industry having a uniformly 
and nationally applied standard, related third party certification 
programs, and widespread market support for these programs (from 
major retailers and leading independent retailers) as arguments against 
suggestion of any significant market failure. This is not always the case 
and in relation to less easily regulated market domains such as 
uncertified independent retailers and some farmers’ markets there 
remain cases where consumers could be at risk if buying uncertified 
products.  

• To ensure protection and confidence in obtaining what they are 
paying for, consumers are advised to purchase only certified 
organic products, certified to industry recognised and endorsed 
standards under a respected and recognised organic certification 
logo such as the ACO Bud logo.  

 
 
Reference links:  
 
www.austorganic.com for the Australian Certified Organic Standard 
 
http://austorganic.com/ao-market-report/ for direct link to Australian 
Organic Market Report  
 
www.organicschools.com.au for information on this education program 
 
www.aco.net.au for outline of certification requirements and documents 
 
www.oiscc.org for outline of National Standard and processes for review 
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From: David Hall  
Sent: Friday, 31 July 2015 4:57 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Submission to the enquiry "Third Party Certification of Food"
 
Firstly I would like to thank you for allowing the public to submit their thoughts on this matter.
 
My opinions mostly relate to the term of reference
 
"the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including, but not
 limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any related matters."
 
I believe that there is a woeful inadequacy of information available to the public about the
 certification processes that are being promoted on products. Certification labels are being used
 in my opinion largely as a marketing gimmick, intended to give the purchaser the impression
 that the product is in some way healthier, more humane or environmentally friendly at the time
 of purchase, however there is little information available to the consumer to ascertain whether
 these certification schemes have any substantial merit particularly with schemes that deal with
 labels such as "free range" or "organic".
 
My opinion towards the term of reference
 
"the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees"
 
I believe that if a product has certified by a third party for a fee, this should be disclosed on the
 product packaging. I have no concern if the products I buy are organic or genetically modified
 and while I think religious certifications such as kosher and halal are complete superstitious
 nonsense, if a product has been certified for a fee, I would like this to be disclosed. Also, as
 some people, including myself, have some concerns for the humaneness of halal rituals, I would
 like to see it a requirement that this process of slaughter is disclosed on the product packaging.
 
Regards
David Hall
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From: Diana Mcdonell  
Sent: Friday, 31 July 2015 4:59 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: SENATE INQUIRY INTO FOOD CERTIFICATION SCHEMES SUBMISSION
 
SENATE INQUIRY INTO FOOD CERTIFICATION SCHEMES
SUBMISSION:

     the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including,
 but not limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and
 genetically-modified food and general food and general food safety
 certification schemes;

My concern and the reason for my response to this Senate Inquiry
 is the extensive and inexplicable application of entrepreneurial
 halal certification schemes, to so many products here in
 Australia. It is an unnecessary certification, not part of recorded
 Islam Law, not required by the Koran...it is quite simply a recent
 wily business conStruct.

 

 

     current labelling requirements of food certification schemes; the need for
 labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees;

My concern: At present the above is totally inadequate.
I believe ALL companies with products subject to food
 certification fees be clearly labelled as such. For example, at
 present, a great many companies pay huge fees to
 entrepreneurial Muslim businessmen for halal certification and a
 great proportion of those products in question carry no such
 labelling.
 

      whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian
 consumers to make informed decisions;

My concern: With regard to present halal certification ‘schemes’
 and again it is only this practice I wish to comment upon, we, the
 general Australian public are being very poorly served by way of



 information.
 

     details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or
 manufacturers, and the potential for these to impact on prices for
 customers;

My concern: Of course halal certification fees impact on prices
 for the customer. We are a Capitalist Society. Of course the
 producers pass on the cost, so the customer ultimately ends up
 paying those fees.
I deeply resent indirectly paying entrepreneurial Muslim
 businessmen for halal certification on products, when halal and
 anything connected with it has absolutely NO connection to my
 personal values. It amounts to a tax impost by stealth.

     the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market
 access and returns to producers;

My concern: I do not believe producers should have to pay for
 Halal certification for products exported. The product, at its end
 journey, can simply be blessed with Islamic prayer and that
 product becomes acceptable for consumption. The Koran is quite
 clear… in this area.
Halal certification is a very recent nonsensical, entrepreneurial
 Islamic business practice. It is TOTALLY unnecessary and laws
 in existence condoning the practice for export products should be
 repealed.

       the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about
 certifiers including, but not limited to, certification processes, fees, and
 financial records; and any related matters.

 

My concern: This area is inadequate.

 

Producers pay halal certification fees. These same fees are then, without
 a shadow of a doubt, passed on to the customers paying for the
 products. That is normal business practice.

 



More often than not the product is NOT labelled as carrying halal
 certification. That practice is misleading the customer, negating an
 informed decision.

 

Much of the certification is inexplicable, for example, many chocolate,
 bread, baby oil, cat food and hot cross bun products have halal
 certification????!!!

 

WHY ARE ORDINARY AUSTRALIANS PRESENTLY PAYING
 FOR HALAL CERTIFICATION ON SO MANY PRODUCTS?? It is
 ludicrous and totally unnecessary.

 

Wide spread halal certification on an equally broad range of everyday
 Australian goods and sometimes services, such as halal certified
 transport services, begs the question…Are we, Australians in general,
 with values diametrically opposed to arguably highly ambiguous
 Islamic values, indirectly contributing financially to Islamic terrorist
 groups? Of course we are. Islamic Law demands contributions from
 Muslims…to “the cause”.

 

IN CONCLUSION;

This Islamic entrepreneurial practice needs to cease
 immediately.               

I believe it is arguably a stealthy, FALSE Sharia tax imposed upon the
 general non Islamic Australian majority… and I object to it in the
 strongest terms. The Koran does NOT require halal certification. A
 simple prayer over the product suffices to render that same product
 acceptable for
 Muslims.                                                                                                            
                                           In short…HALAL CERTIFICATION in
 Australia IS A BIG, FAT CON.

 

Thank you for your time.



Yours faithfully

Diana M McDonell
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From: Gerald Hollick  
Sent: Friday, 31 July 2015 5:00 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal certification
 
 The need for Halal certification by companies is unnecessary. The Government has
 permitted this false certification to take place allowing money to made by unscrupulous
 people who basically use blackmail to enforce it.
Everyone has been misled.
 
Halal slaughter is barbaric and cruel as the animals do not die instantly but die an
 agonizing death convulsing.
 
Muslims do not have to have everything branded Halal and in fact can say a prayer
 over any food to be consumed to make it edible.
 
Personally I am offended by Halal certification and would like it if all food is uncertified and
 only that food which is sold through specific "Halal" shops and stores is certified.
 
Non muslims must not be forced to endure the cost of Halal certification.
 
Gerald Hollick

.
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Senate Standing Committees on Economics 
PO Box 6100, Parliament House, Canberra ACT 2600 
Phone: +61 2 6277 3540  Fax: +61 2 6277 5719   economics.sen@aph.gov.au 
 
Dear Committee 
Thank you for the opportunity to make a Submission to the Inquiry on Third Party 
Certification of Food 
 
I am a retired Engineer, who got into food safety issues a few years ago through being asked 
to do an Occupational Health and Safety assessment of a Feed Mill.  Then I was asked to 
study organic certification requirements for the owner of that Feed Mill, and that has led on 
to me doing work related to food safety certification for various farmers and food producers. 
 
a. the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not 
limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and 
general food safety certification schemes; 
b current labelling requirements of food certification schemes; 
 
It seems to me that Organic certification schemes are working fairly well.  It is a “user-pays” 
system, because the food products have labels, and attract a higher price paid by consumers. 
 
In regards to Kosher food issues, I note that when I visited a supermarket in Bondi (see photo 
attached), there was a separate section labelled “Kosher”, and again it is “user pays”, because 
the large Jewish population in those nearby suburbs can choose to shop from that section, 
while persons like me can choose to shop from other sections of the supermarket. 
 

 
 
It is my view that any food containing any genetically-modified ingredients in excess of low 
nominal amount, say 0.2%, should be labelled as such, to enable informed consumer choice. 
 
I commend and congratulate Senator Cory Bernardi for calling for this Inquiry, because, with 
hardly any public awareness or debate, Halal certification has been spread to many products 

mailto:economics.sen@aph.gov.au


in the local market and on all consumers, regardless of individual religious beliefs.  It is an 
unwanted imposition not driven by the desires of the huge majority of consumers. 
If Halal food is required by persons following the Moslem faith then those persons, and not 
the rest of us, should bear the costs. 
When it comes to Halal certification, it is not “user pays”, because the large majority of the 
Australian population who are not Moslem are being forced to in effect pay a “food tax” to 
Moslem organisations.  
 
c the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees; 
d whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to 
make informed purchasing decisions; 
 
In the same way that the Kosher food in the photo above is in a separate section, and in many 
markets the ‘organic’ foods are in separate section, then I recommend that Halal food 
should have its own separate section. 
Labels are needed but a mere label is inadequate without other publicly-available 
information, such as on food authority websites the cost burdens imposed on non-Moslems to 
please a minority of Moslems should be published – or better, that the imposition of such cost 
burdens, which amount to a cross-subsidy, be banned by law. 
   
Here is a photo of a Vegemite jar with a halal certification label, but few people would as yet 
know what it means.  I have ceased buying Vegemite, not being willing to pay a Moslem 
‘food tax’.  In this case there is a non-Halal alternative available, Promite, which is beside the 
Vegemite in the photo, which I took sometime ago for the purposes of writing a letter to the 
company, Mondelez Australia Foods to inform them that I have ceased buying Vegemite. 

 
But in many cases it is regrettable that there is no alternative to the food product, part of the 
cost of which is the Moslem food tax. 
 
Information is needed to enable consumers to make informed purchasing decisions, but the 
problem is that so many food producers are paying for halal certification that we as 
consumers often do not have a choice, and end up paying in effect a food tax to the Moslems. 
 
As to the need for labelling for Halal certification, I question the underlying assumption that 
Halal certification is even needed in the first place. 
Some food products have a label for halal certification on the inside wrapper, which practice 
seems to be a deceptive way of imposing halal on consumers.  In such cases of hidden labels, 
how is it possible for Moslems to know that products are halal?  Companies pay for halal 
certification, yet the failure to have clear labelling makes it impossible for Moslems to know 
whether they are actually purchasing halal products. This would appear to defeat its purpose 
and makes people question the alleged ‘necessity’ of the certification.   It is not  



surprising that Muslims are coping with inadequate labelling, because they did survive before 
the invention of the certification scheme. 
And the reason could be that according to the website below there is no need for Halal 
certification anyway: 
http://www.quran-islam.org/articles/halal_meat_(P1156).html 

 “Halal meat as is understood these days is a term used more often for commercial profits than 
religious observance. Those who call their meat halal, are in some way insinuating that any other 
meat is not halal, or specifically that other meat sold in other butchers or supermarket (in the western 
countries) is not halal. But when we analyse the Quranic verses (below) we find that these sellers are 
in fact deceiving the uninformed Muslims into believing that their meat is the only halal meat for the 
Muslims. 
God knows that many Muslims will be living in the middle of Christians and Jews and will be sharing 
their food and for this reason God made it perfectly lawful for Muslims to eat the food of the people 
of the Scripture (Jews/Christians): 
"Today, all good food is made lawful for you. The food of the people of the Scripture (Jews & 
Christians) is lawful (halal) for you ......" 5:5 
The Quranic law is for all times and thus this concession applied when the Quran was first revealed 
as well as it does today.” 

 
e details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or 
manufacturers, and the potential for these to impact on prices for consumers; 
f the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market 
access and returns to producers; 
 
If a particular food certification – be it halal or use of pesticides etc – is required for a 
particular export market, then it should be “user pays” in that the costs associated with that 
certification should be added to the cost of that food exported to that particular market, and 
not be added to the cost of food in the wider local domestic market.   
There may be a case, in the national interest in order to encourage food exports, that such a 
food certification fee could to be refunded to an exporter by application to a federal 
government trade agency, in which case information on those expenditures of public moneys 
should be publicly available. 
 
g the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers 
including, but not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and 
any related matters. 
 
Inadequate information regarding the halal scheme has been available.  In regards to 
certifiers, I have seen media stories about some individuals who have become millionaires at 
the expense of ordinary Australians by making money out of the halal certification fees, 
extracted in what is in essence a mafia-style extortion racket of a Moslem food tax imposed 
on the vast majority of Australians.  Where has the money been going?  Have Australian 
consumers been paying a food tax with the money going overseas to fund terrorism? 
 
Yours sincerely 

 

Mr Alexander C Stewart 
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1. the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not limited to, schemes related to 

organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and general food safety certification schemes; 

2. current labelling requirements of food certification schemes; 

3. the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees; 

 

Some cheeses and chocolates that used to have the Halal Certification label no longer carry 
them. If this is to prevent non-Muslim from knowing they have been certified, then this is 
unfair. Some customers would like to know, so they can avoid the food. 
 
According to one website: 
Halal certification is not only limited to food produce. Other products such as non-alcohol beverage, raw materials 
needed in food processing, pharmaceutical and health care products, traditional herbal products, cosmetics and 
personal care products, cleaning products, daily consumable products and leather-made products (e.g. shoes, 
furniture and hand-bag) are examples of things that have to be Halal for Muslim consumption/usage. 

(Jamiat Ulama- I –Hind Halal Trust) 

This does not appear to be happening yet in Australia but probably will. 
 

4. whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make informed purchasing decisions; 

5. details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and the potential for these to impact on 

prices for consumers; 

 

According the ABC’s Fact Checker presenter, John Barron, one organisation, the Australian 
Federation of Muslim  Councils  in 2012, received $650,000 from Halal Certification. That is 
a lot of money for one organisation. There are 21 Certification groups! 
 
According to the International Market Bureau of Canada, is worth over $560-billion every year. 
 
Kosher Certification is much less expensive than Halal Certification. 
 

6. the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and returns to producers; 

7. the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including, but not limited to, certification 

processes, fees and financial records; and any related matters. 

 

Why are some foods that do not need to be labelled with an Halal Certification, such as milk, 
honey, nuts, water and fish, actually labelled? 
 
 
 
 

http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Economics/Food_Cert_Schemes/Terms_of_Reference


 
Jane Munro 
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Dear Sir/Madam 
  
RE: THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATION FOOD INQUIRY 
  
I wish to add my submission to the third party certification of foods inquiry. My main 
concern is with HALAL certification, but I have some concerns about the other schemes 
too, which I will mention first. 

Organic certification 
"Organic" is a marketing scam with no scientific basis. The correct meaning of the term 
"organic" is containing carbon, which would make all food organic except water, salt, and 
some mineral supplements. Instead "organic" certification indicates anti-science 
prejudice by the food producers who do not want to use "chemicals" (everything in the 
universe is made out of chemicals), do not want food to be "genetically modified" (see 
below), etc.  
Organic certification is a fraud. Organic certification falsely implies that other products 
are grown with dangerous chemicals, which is not necessarily the case. And organic 
certification implies health benefits, where no such benefit exists. 
Organic food is usually the source of outbreaks of food poisoning and bacterial infection, 
due to their use of "natural" manure which is full of bacteria. 
If we don't deal with organic certification now, it could eventually pose many of the same 
issues as Halal certification... for example, they could gradually insist that conveyer 
belts, factory equipment, truck drivers, etc. are all certified. 
  

Genetically modified food 
All food is genetically modified! That's what happens when you selectively breed plants 
or animals. All the diversity of plants and animals in the world came from a single 
organism whose genes were randomly modified every generation by nature and then 
selected by natural selection. Genetic mutations happen constantly in any living 
organism. 
None of our food is natural. For example, the natural form of a carrot is Queen Anne's 
lace, but the version we eat has been bred to have different genes to make it far more 
suitable to eat. Cabbage, broccoli, cauliflower, kale, Brussels sprouts, collard greens, 



savoy, kohlrabi and kai-lan are all genetically modified versions of the same species, 
brassica oleracea.  
Marking food as not genetically modified is a deliberately fraudulent attempt to claim an 
imaginary health or environmental benefit where none exists.   
 

Proposed solution to Organic and Genetically modified certification 
Instead of allowing companies to make fraudulent health claims like "organic" or "not 
genetically modified", we should instead ban those terms and allow two more honest 
kinds of certification logo: Anti-Science or Pro-Science. Companies could choose to 
show either logo, or no logo. Anti-Science would indicate "organic" food that was not 
"genetically modified", while Pro-Science would indicate food from producers prepared 
to use the full range of modern scientific food growing technology. This would give food 
purchasers a choice, while giving them an accurate impression of what they are actually 
buying so they can make an informed purchasing decision. 
Consumers would also like to know how much companies are being forced to pay for 
organic and genetically modified certification, and whether it is funding other forms of 
anti-science propaganda and superstition. 
 

Gluten-free certification 
Gluten-free food is intended to benefit people with a real illness called Coeliac disease. 
But many people without Coeliac disease are buying gluten-free certified food and are 
being mislead into thinking there is some health benefit to doing so. I suggest that 
Gluten free certification should have to include a warning that there is no health benefit 
unless you have Coeliac disease, because that would provide enough information to 
allow consumers to make an informed purchasing decision. 
 

Kosher 
Judaism is not at war with Australia, and it doesn't pose a national security risk. So I am 
less concerned about funding Judaism through certification fees than I am about funding 
Islam, and I am less offended about having to eat food subjected to their superstitious 
beliefs, than I am about Halal. 
However, I, and other consumers, would still prefer not to eat food prepared according to 
nonsensical religious laws that we do not believe in, and that we known to be untrue and 
unscientific. For example, I do not believe dairy and meat are a binary poison, and I 
want products to use whatever combination of ingredients taste the best without regard 
to superstition. 



I also would prefer not to fund religions, such as Judaism, that I do not believe in and 
which I find offensive, oppressive, and unscientific. 
Also, I regard Israel as a terrorist organisation for some of the same reasons that I 
regard the Islamic State as a terrorist organisation. Israel is not at war with Australia, and 
it is nowhere near as bad as ISIS, but it still undeniably commits acts of terrorism against 
the native Palestinian civilians whose country it invaded, and against neighbouring 
countries. So I have some concerns that Kosher certification fees may be directly or 
indirectly funding Israeli terrorism. 
I am also concerned that Kosher certification fees may be going to organisations 
involved in covering up the sexual abuse of children, or to organisations which believe 
Halakhah law overrides Australian law, or to the enforcement of Halakhah law. 
And I am concerned about apparent rorts and conflicts of interests, such as described in 
this page: http://www.jewishnews.net.au/kashrut-authority-given-deadline-to-reform-
2/40374 
However, I would like to note that Kosher certification is still far more transparent and 
less of a rort than Halal certification, for example, the certification fee is fixed and clearly 
shown on their website. 
Because of these concerns, I would like clear labelling of any food that has either: paid 
fees to Kosher certifiers, OR deliberately tried to comply with Jewish laws regarding food 
preparation (which most Australians don't want to follow). I also want clear labelling of 
food made in Israel or Israeli settlements in the occupied territories, or food which funds 
Israel or Israeli terrorism. In those ways, Australian consumers can make informed 
purchasing decisions. 
Note that Kosher certification is unnecessary for Australian exports, and probably 
provides little or no economic benefit to Australia. 
I would like the public to be able to see the full details of the Kosher certification 
processes, fees and financial records; and any related matters. 
 

Halal 
I try hard to avoid purchasing Halal certified products, or products prepared according to 
sharia law. I do that party because Islam is untrue and unscientific and I do not believe 
in it and do not require or wish to pay for their certification service. And partly because 
Islam is an extremely intolerant, violent, and oppressive religion and it teaches that I am 
an infidel and must be killed, enslaved, or subjugated (see the Qur'an, Hadith, and Sira). 
Islam is at war with the entire Western world, and poses a grave threat to the survival of 
Western civilisation. Australia is at war with the Islamic State. Australia's future depends 
upon stopping the Islamisation of Australia before we end up like the UK or Europe. So I 
do not wish to be contributing to Islamisation while shopping, and I rely on proper 
labelling of Halal certified products to avoid doing so. 
I have categorised my concerns about Halal according to the terms of reference:  



1. The extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, 
but not limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-
modified food and general food safety certification schemes; 
 
The extent of Halal certification has become so large that it is hard to avoid buying Halal 
certified products. Some Halal certifiers even brag about the difficulty or impossibility of 
buying non-Halal-certified products and mock the difficulties faced by Australian 
consumers. 
We need legislation requiring supermarkets to provide at least one non-Halal certified 
alternative for every kind of product. 
There is also the problem of entire large companies becoming Halal certified, and no 
longer producing any non-Halal products. That means many traditional product lines that 
Australians enjoy have to be changed. For example, SPC Ardmona is entirely Halal 
certified. One of their traditional Australian products was Ham Baked Beans. It is no 
longer possible to get SPC Baked Beans with ham, because if you look at a tin of SPC 
Ham Flavoured Baked Beans, you will see it doesn't contain any ham! That's because 
SPC Ham Flavoured Baked Beans are halal certified, even though they don't show the 
logo. 
The number of Halal certifiers is also excessive. 
And the extent to which the entire supply chain is being forced to be certified is 
excessive. 
And the extent of certifications of restaurants and fast food shops is also troubling. 
And Halal certification even extends into schools, universities, workplaces, and 
institutions where it is often difficult or impossible to get non-Halal certified products. 
That is a problem not just for people avoiding Halal certification, but also for people who 
like traditional Australian foods or ingredients like pork, ham, bacon, gelatine, and 
alcohol. 
Halal certification even extends to products that according to Islamic teachings do not 
require Halal certification. 
And Halal certification extends to products that are not even food, or products for 
animals like cat food. 
 
2. Current labeling requirements of food certification schemes; 
  
There are no labelling requirements. That is a huge problem.  
Most products and companies that are Halal certified and have paid certification fees to 
Islamic certification organisations are not showing the logo! That makes it really hard to 
avoid Halal certified products, and customers are being deceived into buying Halal 
certified products when they would not want to. 
And there is nothing to stop meat which has been slaughtered in a Halal manner from 
being sold as non-Halal. 



And sometimes companies get away with putting the logo on the INSIDE of the 
packaging. 
This kind of rort and ridiculous situation should not be allowed to continue. 
  
3. The need for labeling on products produced by companies that pay certification 
fees; 
  
I don't want any Halal certified products sold domestically within Australia, especially not 
in mainstream Australian supermarkets. 
However, if we are going to have Halal certified products, I want them all clearly labelled 
with a Halal certification logo on the outside of the packet. Restaurants and institutions 
should also have to clearly display signs indicating if their food is Halal certified. 
If some of the money from certification goes towards building mosques, Islamic schools, 
terrorism, or the Islamisation of Australia, I also want to see that clearly labelled in 
addition to the certification logo, for example "This product helps fund mosques.", so that 
Australian consumers can choose to avoid those companies and products.  
Ideally, in order to make customers fully informed about their purchasing decisions, I 
would like to see the following warning label on all Halal certified products: "WARNING: 
Islam is an untrue, violent, intolerant, hateful, and oppressive totalitarian ideology." 
  
4. Whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian 
consumers to make informed purchasing decisions; 
  
Current schemes do not provide any reliable information for me or other consumers to 
make an informed choice. I want to avoid all Halal certified products, and I do not want 
even a fraction of a cent of my money to go towards funding Islam, because I know 
every little bit will help and there are a lot of Australians unwittingly buying Halal. 
Currently I don't have the information to do so. 
  
5. Details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or 
manufacturers, and the potential for these to impact on prices for consumers; 
Anyone in business always recoups the costs of the goods and business through 
product pricing! Anyone who says the prices are not passed onto the consumer is lying. 
This is extra money that Australians do not want to pay for a service they do not require 
or are strongly opposed to. 
But more important is where that money goes, because consumers and businesses do 
not want their money to go to things they are opposed to, such as the Islamisation of 
Australia, or to terrorism.  
  
6. The importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market 
access and returns to producers; 



I understand the Halal certificate helps export markets, and we don't have the power to 
pressure other countries to buy our products unless other countries cooperate by also 
not certifying their products. 
But products for export should be separate from domestic products. 
  
7. The extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers 
including, but not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; 
and any related matters. 
  
There is NO information available, it is completely non-transparent and a rort and that 
needs to change. 
We also need the laws to change to prevent organisations like Halal Choices or the Q 
Society from being sued for putting out information about Halal certification. 
 

Please note: 
I also endorse the submission by Bernard Gaynor. 
 
Thank you 
  
Regards, 
Carl Kenner 
  
  
DATE 31/7/2015 
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“Halal food movement has the strength to lead Muslims to rule the global economy as the food is the 

basic need of every human being, said Dr. Mustufa Ceric Grand Mufti Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

He said this while addressing the delegates of the Global Halal Congress at the Islamic Chambers of 

Commerce and Industry in Karachi today.”1  

Halal can lead Muslims to rule global economy – Grand Mufti of Bosnia”, halalmedia.net,  

5 December 2010  

 (no emphasis added) 

  

 

 

“The cattle are pillowed in a comfortable compartment, where they take a concussive blow to the 

head. The attendant inspects the cattle by touching its eye: if it blinks, it is still awake and needs to 

be struck another time, killing it and marking it “non halal.” If, however, the cattle doesn’t respond, 

it falls on its back at the slaughter table where Mohammed sacrifices it in the name of Allah.”2 

Australian meat: “As Halal as it gets”, muslimvillage.com.au, 13 December 2013  

(emphasis added) 

 

 

 

“For whatever reason, Taqwa does not accept the Halal certification of AFIC, despite the fact that the 

Head of AFIC’s Halal certification is the reputable and trusted Dr Mohammad Anas who is globally 

respected and recognized as a Halal certifier.” 3 

When Halal becomes Haram, more Taqwa is needed, muslimvillage.com.au, 15 May 2013  

(emphasis added) 

 

 

 

                                                           
1 http://halalmedia.net/halal-can-lead-muslims-to-rule-global-economy-grand-mufti-of-bosnia/  
2 http://muslimvillage.com/2013/12/13/47317/australian-meat-halal-gets/ 
3 http://muslimvillage.com/2013/05/15/39431/when-halal-becomes-haram-more-taqwa-is-needed/ 

http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://halalmedia.net/halal-can-lead-muslims-to-rule-global-economy-grand-mufti-of-bosnia/
http://muslimvillage.com/2013/12/13/47317/australian-meat-halal-gets/
http://muslimvillage.com/2013/05/15/39431/when-halal-becomes-haram-more-taqwa-is-needed/


3 
 

 

 

 

 

“ICWA is opposed to stunning of animals before slaughter on religious grounds, because generally 

speaking the present methods of stunning in Australia are not right from Islamic point of view.  

Abattoirs have been advised to take steps towards removal of stunning and its replacement with 

straining devices such as koshers box in respect of cattle and the restrainers in respect of small 

stock.  We have allowed them time during which this could be achieved.”4 

ICWA Halal Guidelines, islamiccouncilwa.com.au 

(emphasis added) 

 

 

 

“Halal subcommittee now is functional and income starts coming Alhamdullilah. Our next aim is to 

expand Halal certification for local and international business insha’Allah… 

…During the year the ICWA has made ongoing donations to Syria because of the difficult civil 

conditions. The donations were through the Al Imdaad Charity, to ensure that no recriminations could 

be directed at ICWA.”  

President’s Report, Islamic Council of Western Australia 2013 Annual Report 

(emphasis added) 

 

  

                                                           
4 http://www.islamiccouncilwa.com.au/halal-certification/halal-guidelines/  
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Foreword 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide a submission to the Senate Economics References Committee 

inquiry into third party certification of food. 

This submission relates to halal certification. However, while it is focused on halal certification (as a result of 

the prominence of halal certification in Australia today), it should be noted that the principles outlined in this 

submission relate to all religious food certification schemes. As such, this submission should not be viewed as 

being of an inherently anti-Islamic nature. This submission supports the right of all Australians (including 

Muslims) to freely purchase food of their choice and to be protected from religious coercion. As such, the 

primary recommendations of this submission are framed so as to apply to all religious food certification 

schemes that may be operating in Australia today. These recommendations are designed to benefit all 

consumers, regardless of whether they adhere to a certain religious belief or not. It is also acknowledged 

that some of the problems identified with halal certification may also apply to any other religious food 

certification schemes, although this submission presents no evidence that they do. 

In essence, this submission calls for clear labelling and information to allow consumers increased choice.  

Food that is produced from religious rituals, animal sacrifices or a religious workforce should be clearly 

labelled, both for the benefit of those that follow a particular religion, and for the benefit of those who do 

not. 

Food certification schemes that fund particular religions should also be clearly labelled. 

In addition, the development of a voluntary industry religious food certification code will reduce certification 

costs, increase consumer confidence and provide consumers with additional information to allow them to 

make values-based purchasing choices. Such a code also has obvious benefits for producers who may wish to 

gain a market edge in relation to certain segments of the community. 

This submission addresses this inquiry’s terms of reference in relation to: 

 the extent of halal certification schemes, 

 the need for labelling of halal certified products or products that contain food items specifically 

produced in accordance with Sharia law, 

 the need to provide Australian consumers with information in relation to halal certification schemes 

and Sharia law compliant food, 

 details regarding fees for halal certification schemes and their potential cost for consumers, 

 the importance of halal food certification in relation to export market access, and 

 the extent and adequacy of information about halal certifiers, including the certification process, 

fees and financial records and other related matters. 

It is acknowledged that some of the evidence presented in this submission falls into the category of ‘other 

related matters’. As such, while this evidence touches upon the core issues of this inquiry, this inquiry may 

not be the appropriate forum to deal with some of the issues raised. As such, this submission also 

recommends that an appropriate inquiry be established to address these issues directly. 

This submission has been electronically signed by 5,860 people who support its contents and 

recommendations. 
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1.1 Something old, something new 
 

1.1.1 The halal butcher strikes 

On the morning of 1 January 1915, Australia suffered its first Islamic terrorist attack. It was also the only 

attack on Australian soil during the First World War. The attackers, Mullah Abdullah and Badsha Mohammed 

Gool, answered the call of the caliph and opened fire on the annual New Years’ Day picnic train leaving 

Broken Hill. That train was filled with families; over 1,200 men, women and children were on board. 

Three hours later, both Abdullah and Gool lay dead beneath a homemade flag. They took the lives of four 

Australians and wounded seven more before the men of Broken Hill were able to secure their town.5 

Several days before the atrocity, Abdullah had been convicted of slaughtering animals without obtaining a 

license to operate an abattoir. As the local imam, he had been illegally conducting ritual halal slaughters.  

Australia might have won the First World War with other allied nations but an objective observer could not 

but conclude that it was Mullah Abdullah who eventually emerged victorious over the issue of ritual halal 

slaughter in Australia. From his perspective the attack was not in vain. A century after Abdullah raised his 

rifle, abattoirs are advertising for slaughtermen with a key requirement: they must be Muslim. And it 

appears that the vast majority of Australian meat is now prepared in accordance with Sharia law.  

When it comes to Islam, Abdullah’s vision for Australia has come much closer to realisation than most could 

possibly have imagined. And the brave men who defended the residents of Broken Hill from its imam would 

probably find it disturbing that modern accounts of this terrorist attack paint Abdullah as the victim of 

discrimination. 

 

1.1.2 A century later another strike reveals halal hypocrisy 

Almost exactly 100 years after the Battle of Broken Hill, another Muslim answered the call of the caliph. Just 

like Mullah Abdullah, Man Haron Monis died beneath a homemade flag after killing innocent Australians. 

And just like Abdullah, Man Haron Monis had a run in with the law in the days before the attack as a result of 

his Islamic activities: he had been sending offensive letters to the families of Australian soldiers who had died 

in another war, this time in Afghanistan. 6 

The similarities between these deadly attacks are also compounded by a coincidence. 

During the Lindt Café terrorist attack, speculation was rife that Man Haron Monis chose to besiege the Lindt 

Cafe because it was not halal certified.7 This speculation was ignited by news reports stating that Nadia El-

Mouelhy, a halal certification authority, left the Lindt Café just minutes before Man Haron Monis attacked.8 

If true, it was an embarrassing admission, but not because it added fuel to an unhelpful and conspiratorial 

emotional fire. The coincidental presence of Nadia El-Mouelhy at the Lindt Café proved nothing about Man 

                                                           
5 https://www.themonthly.com.au/issue/2014/november/1414760400/nicholas-shakespeare/outback-jihad  
6 http://www.smh.com.au/nsw/this-pen-is-my-gun-man-haron-monis-failed-high-court-bid-20141216-1283ej.html  
7 http://brennerbrief.com/lindt-cafe-target-halal/  
8 http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/news/martin-place-siege-hostages-taken-in-lindt-chocolate-shop-by-armed-
robber/story-fni0cx4q-1227156245751  
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Haron Monis’ motivation and it was not required to suddenly link halal food with terrorism anyway. That link 

had already been conclusively proven a century earlier during the Battle of Broken Hill. 

However, these reports damaged the credibility of claims made by proponents of halal certification that 

Muslims must only eat food that has been certified. It is somewhat ironic that an Islamic terrorist attack 

seemingly revealed that senior halal certifiers are happy to attend non-halal certified cafes. This in itself if 

not surprising: halal certification does not make food halal. However, her presence demonstrates that good 

Muslims can eat non-halal certified food without breaching any Islamic Sharia law requirements. 

Consequently, Australians have good reason to view the claims of halal certifiers with scepticism. 

 

Image 1: The head of Halal Certification Authority, Mohamed Elmouelhy, claims on his Facebook page that Muslims should not eat 
food that has not been properly halal certified. News reports of the Lindt Café terrorist attack state that another senior representative 

of the Halal Certification Authority, Nadia El-Mouelhy, was at the non-halal certified Lindt Café shortly before the attack.9  

 

1.1.3 Halal certification: imposing Sharia law over the minutiae of life 

The hundred years between the two successful Islamic terrorist attacks in Australia show how much this 

nation has changed. At the Battle of Broken Hill, one of Australia’s few halal certifiers was behind the trigger. 

                                                           
9 https://www.facebook.com/Mohamed.ElMouelhy/posts/857607230997660?pnref=story  

http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/Mohamed.ElMouelhy/posts/857607230997660?pnref=story
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au


12 
 

 

At the Lindt Café terrorist attack, the media was reporting that one of this country’s many halal certifiers was 

lucky not to be ducking for cover. 

This dramatic change is proof that halal certification has been entrenched in Australia’s food production 

process, although many Australians may not realise it. Yet, as the events of the last decade prove, the 

growing imposition of Islamic Sharia law regulations over the minutiae of Australian life has not made this 

country safer. Furthermore, despite the increased efforts to ‘integrate’ Islamic stipulations in all areas of 

society, terrorist activity and violent demands have only grown. This should be no surprise. Islam is 

historically marked by an aggressive stance towards those it meets that is only matched by an eternal, 

internal state of civil war. 

It is little wonder that so many Australians, therefore, view even non-violent Islamic programs with a 

legitimate suspicion, whether they relate to halal certification, or other measures regarding Islamic ideology. 

The majority of Australians are not just opposed to Islamic violence. They are opposed to Islam and this is 

reflected in credible polling. In fact, research conducted in October 2013 found that only 16% of Australians 

believed that Islam made Australia a better place.10 

 

1.1.4 Take action or repeat the failures of the past 

This inquiry looks into halal certified food. As such, it does not investigate the general question of Islamic 

violence and this submission will not raise those issues in any specific detail. However, it does make the 

strong point that if the government truly believes that concerns about Islam and Islamic violence are ill-

founded, the best way to counter these concerns is with information. 

It is hard to envisage a better way of doing this than by ensuring that Australians are given information about 

the food they eat, especially when it is the product of an Islamic ritual and certification fees help to fund 

Islamic programs. 

This submission also respectfully requests that requiring producers to include information about the Islamic 

content of their products is not put into the ‘too hard’ basket. That occurred with regards to the Battle of 

Broken Hill. As a result, the only attack on Australian soil in the First World War was not officially recognised 

as part of this nation’s anniversary commemorations. This led the Mayor of Broken Hill to express his 

disappointment in the federal government and its sense of sensitivity.11 

Let us hope that in 100 years we are not saying the same thing about the Lindt Café terrorist attack. The only 

way that will occur is if the federal government starts putting the interests of all Australians above the 

sensibilities of a minority. It has an opportunity to do this with this inquiry. Unfortunately, however, if an 

inquiry specifically formed to look into issues regarding halal certified food cannot stomach the pressure it 

will not bode well for the future. If that does happen, I greatly fear that the Lindt Café terrorist attack will 

also inevitably share another sad similarity with the Battle of Broken Hill: governmental amnesia, forgotten 

history and a deliberate decision to ignore the threat we face from an ideology that seeks to impose itself 

over all aspects of Australian society. 

  

                                                           
10 http://www.qsociety.org.au/downloads/QSoc_Morgan_Poll_Islam.pdf  
11 http://www.smh.com.au/nsw/battle-of-broken-hill-an-act-of-war-or-terrorism-wont-be-commemorated-20141031-
11eukj.html  
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1.2 Let’s protect freedom and choice 
 

1.2.1 Freedom and prosperity should mean choice 

Australia prides itself on its freedom and its prosperity. As such, individual Australians should have the 

freedom to choose from a wide array of high quality food products. Under Australian laws, individuals also 

have the freedom to practice their religious beliefs while simultaneously enjoying protections that prevent 

them from being coerced into adhering with or financially contributing to religious beliefs that they do not 

support or follow. 

 

1.2.2 Religious choice is protected by law 

In particular, this freedom from religious coercion is underpinned by Section 116 of the Australian 

constitution. This clause prohibits the Commonwealth from establishing any religion (noting that Christianity 

was already legally recognised and therefore ‘established’ at the time of federation), imposing any religious 

observance and prohibiting the free exercise of religion. 

This freedom is also protected to some extent by state-based anti-discrimination laws. For instance, it is 

unlawful in Queensland to discriminate on the basis of religious belief, including in the provision of goods 

and services. It is therefore arguable that supermarkets breach anti-discrimination laws if they supply food 

that is prepared only in accordance with one religious belief, or if they fail to disclose the religious nature of 

the food products they sell, particularly if the majority of customers do not hold that belief and the 

supermarket does not qualify for any exemptions to the Queensland Anti-Discrimination Act (1991). 

 

1.2.3 Object of food certification schemes 

This inquiry looks into a range of matters in regards to food certification. Food certification schemes have 

two primary aims. 

 They should provide consumers with information and certainty. 

 

 They should provide producers with an opportunity to advertise that their products meet rigorous 

standards.  

This submission strongly supports the principle of food certification schemes when they meet these objects. 

When these objects are met, freedom of choice over the food we eat – a basic necessity of life – is 

enhanced. 

In general, food certification schemes in Australia are focused on safety and dietary considerations: use by 

dates, healthy food standards, allergenic and medical issues in relation to certain food types and information 

regarding food ingredients, recommended daily intakes and food energy details. Other certification schemes 

relate to food production, such as the living conditions of animals, use of chemicals in farming processes and 

the Australian-produced content of food. 
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1.2.4 Halal fuses food & religion but fails to meet the object of food certification schemes 

Halal certification schemes differ from these schemes because they are focused on Islamic beliefs; they fuse 

food and Sharia law. These schemes have nothing to do with food quality, health standards or production 

standards. Instead, they operate to ensure that food is not just food, but also an Islamic religious product, 

particularly in relation to meat. 

This submission does not oppose the right of Muslim consumers to benefit from halal certification schemes 

in themselves. However, it does identify numerous concerns in relation to halal food certification that 

constitute a market failure. These schemes, unfortunately, are not meeting the objects of food certification. 

 Halal certification is not providing consumers with information. 

 

 Halal certification is not providing producers with the ability to market their products as meeting 

rigorous standards. 

Furthermore, while halal certification itself is confusing and chaotic, three things are clear.  

 The vast majority of consumers are being coerced into adhering with the dictates of a religion that 

most Australians do not practice by effectively being forced to unknowingly purchase food – 

particularly meat – that is not just food, but the product of an Islamic ritual animal sacrifice in 

accordance with Sharia law. 

 

 Consumers are unknowingly funding mosques and other Islamic projects (including overseas) when 

they purchase halal certified food.  

 

 Producers and food outlets are seeking halal certification ostensibly in order to expand into export 

markets, while at the same time failing to disclose this certification to Australian consumers, 

probably on the basis that doing so would affect domestic sales. 

This submission will provide details below to support these statements.  

This submission also points out that halal certification schemes have no basis in Islamic scripture.  

 

1.2.5 The unreasonable has been normalised 

Before exploring specific problems in relation to halal certification, this submission notes that food 

production for domestic consumption in Australia has become unreasonably skewed towards meeting the 

demands of Australia’s Islamic minority. 

According to the Australian Bureau of Statistics, 2.2% of Australians identified as being affiliated with the 

Islamic religion at the 2011 census.12 Therefore, it would be reasonable to expect the following: 

 The demand for food that specifically meets Islamic Sharia law requirements would be very low and 

equating to about 2% of food produced for Australian domestic consumption. 

 

                                                           
12 http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/Lookup/2071.0main+features902012-2013  
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 Any costs associated with meeting the demand for food that meets Islamic Sharia law requirements 

should be met by those wishing to consume this food e.g. Muslims. 

 

 The availability of food products especially produced in accordance with Islamic Sharia law 

requirements that dictate some method of production that differs from normal food production in 

Australia (e.g. an animal sacrifice with very specific requirements for slaughter) would be relatively 

limited, while the norm would be food that was not produced in accordance with these 

requirements. 

However, food production in Australia does not reflect these reasonable expectations. For instance, the 

domestic cost recovery for halal certified products comes primarily from non-Muslim consumers because 

they make up about 98% of those who consume domestically halal certified products.  

In another example, all the main suppliers of chicken meat for domestic consumption in Australia are halal 

certified. This means that the vast bulk of chicken meat in Australia is produced from an Islamic ritual animal 

sacrifice in accordance with Sharia law. Consequently, instead of a minority of Muslims seeking specific 

chicken meat products at specialty stores that cater for their religious beliefs, it is the majority of non-

Muslim Australians who must now seek specialty suppliers if they do not want to eat chicken meat that has 

been sacrificed to the Islamic god, Allah. The unreasonable has been normalised and, as a result, Australians 

are effectively being coerced into contributing financially to Islamic programs and adhering to Islamic 

religious beliefs in relation to food. 
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2.1 Halal certification: an exercise in consumer confusion 
 

2.1.1 Basic outline of halal certification 

‘Halal’ is an Arabic word that means ‘permitted’ or ‘lawful’. As such, halal food certification schemes should 

provide consumers with certainty that the food they purchase is lawful under Islamic Sharia law. These 

schemes generally ensure culinary compliance with Sharia law in two ways.  

 They certify that food that is inherently halal (such as bread and water) does not contain elements 

that are ‘haram’ or ‘forbidden’ under Islamic Sharia law (such as pork or alcohol). This should be 

seen as a ‘negative’ certification, in that these foods do not require any Islamic ritual input. As such, 

there is no reason why these foods could not adhere to a voluntary standard that imposes no 

certification fee. 

 

 They certify that food products that contain meat and other animal derivatives have been produced 

from permitted animals sacrificed to the Islamic god, Allah, in accordance with Islamic Sharia law. 

This should be seen as a ‘positive’ certification, in that these foods require an Islamic religious input 

in the form of a ritual sacrifice. As such, there is an argument that Islamic consumers will benefit 

from formal Islamic certification in relation to these products. Conversely, these are foods that non-

Islamic consumers have a legitimate reason to avoid. Mandatory labelling of these foods is required 

for the benefit of all consumers. 

However, while halal food is a relatively simple concept, halal certification is more complicated. In order to 

receive certification, producers are generally required to meet a number of other conditions, some of which 

have no bearing on the production of halal food itself. Instead, they focus on establishing Islam in the 

workplace and prohibiting practices that are contrary to Sharia law, even though they are widely accepted by 

the majority of Australians. 

 Meat producers in particular must have two separate supply chains to ensure that any products that 

do not meet Islamic Sharia law requirements are segregated (for instance, if the animal dies from a 

concussive blow instead of a cut to the neck). 

 

 Producers must employ Muslims for specific elements in the production process. 

 

 Producers must provide religious facilities for Muslim workers and provide cultural training for non-

Muslim employees. 

 

 Producers must not produce or supply products that are considered haram under Islamic Sharia law. 

 

 Pork must be quarantined from production facilities. 

In order to be effective and meet the needs of Islamic consumers, it is especially necessary for halal ‘positive’ 

food to be clearly labelled. Clear labelling of halal ‘positive’ foods, regardless of whether the final product is 

certified by an Islamic organisation, is also required to allow non-Islamic consumers to avoid foods if they did 

not wish to purchase products that have resulted from Islamic Sharia law sacrificial rituals, or if they did not 

want to support businesses that pay certification fees to Islamic organisations or that choose to employ only 

Muslims for certain jobs within their food production chain.  
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Additionally, effective certification requires that certifying authorities build and maintain the trust of Islamic 

consumers by transparently demonstrating that they are actually enforcing Islamic Sharia law standards 

rigorously. 

 

2.1.2 Halal certification is failing to meet consumer needs 

Unfortunately, halal certification schemes do not achieve the objects of certification for the following 

reasons: 

 Halal certified food is not clearly labelled. 

 

 Foods that contain halal ‘positive’ elements produced from an Islamic ritual animal sacrifice in 

accordance with Sharia law are not clearly labelled. 

 

 Producers and suppliers are reluctant to admit that their food products have been produced from an 

Islamic ritual animal sacrifice in accordance with Sharia law, or are halal certified. 

 

 Certifying authorities have not been able to demonstrate that they enforce Islamic Sharia law 

standards rigorously. 

 

 Producers of inherently halal food have no voluntary industry halal code or logo and instead must 

pay certification fees that are then used to funds Islamic programs. 

The result is consumer confusion for both the majority of Australians and the Islamic minority.  

 

2.1.3 Who the halal knows? Part 1: a typical shopping experience 

The reality of this situation is clearly shown by my experiences while preparing for this submission during a 

visit to three shopping centres south of Brisbane. 

 The first shopping centre contained a Woolworths outlet. The staff at this store were polite and 

helpful, however, when questioned they were not able to confirm if the meat sold in this store was 

halal or not. Specifically, the staff could not state whether chicken, beef or pork products were halal 

or if there was any certification for them, although the deli manager believed that all chicken 

products from the deli were halal and certified as such. The deli manager also stated that she 

regularly received questions from customers about halal certification. None of the packaged lamb or 

beef products from the meat section appeared to have halal certification and I was informed that 

these products were probably not halal (as opposed to being halal certified). The majority of 

packaged chicken products appeared to be halal certified with the exception of those that were 

crumbed or marinated and I was informed that all Steggles or Ingham chickens were slaughtered in 

an Islamic ritual animal sacrifice in accordance with Sharia law. When questioned, none of the staff 

could show me any lamb, beef or chicken products that were guaranteed to come from an animal 

that was not the product of an Islamic ritual animal sacrifice in accordance with Sharia law.  

 

 The second shopping centre also contained a Woolworths outlet. Again, the staff were polite and 

helpful but they could not confirm whether beef, lamb or pork products were halal. However, I was 
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informed that all chicken products from the deli were halal but that the certification certificate at 

the deli had gone missing. None of the packaged lamb or beef products appeared to have halal 

certification and I was informed that these products were probably not halal. The majority of 

packaged chicken products appeared to be halal certified with the exception of those that were 

crumbed or marinated. When questioned, none of the staff could show me any lamb, beef or 

chicken products that were guaranteed to come from an animal that was not the product of an 

Islamic ritual animal sacrifice in accordance with Sharia law. 

 

 The third shopping centre was larger and contained a number of outlets. 

 

o The first store I visited was a Coles outlet. Again, the staff were polite and helpful but they 

could not confirm whether beef, lamb or pork products were halal. However, I was informed 

that all chicken products from the deli were halal. None of the packaged lamb or beef 

products appeared to have halal certification and I was informed that it was not possible to 

state whether these products were halal or not. The majority of packaged chicken products 

appeared to be halal certified with the exception of those that were crumbed or marinated 

or sold under the Freedom Farms label. When questioned, none of the staff could show me 

any lamb, beef or chicken products that were guaranteed to come from an animal that was 

not the product of an Islamic ritual animal sacrifice in accordance with Sharia law. 

 

o The second store I visited was a Lenard’s Chicken outlet. The manager at this store appeared 

to be exasperated when asked whether the chicken was halal. He stated that he was not 

interested in answering any questions and requested that I speak to Lenard’s head office. 

 

o The third store I visited was an independent butcher. I was informed that over 90% of all 

chicken, lamb and beef in Australia was halal slaughtered. The butcher stated that all the 

major meat production companies in Australia were halal certified. When questioned 

further, he also stated that even though these producers supplied halal meat products, 

slaughtermen did not necessarily need to be Muslim and that most were not Muslim. 

However, the butcher did state that he could provide meat that was not halal because it 

came from a local abattoir that did not use halal slaughtering methods. The butcher also 

stated that customers were increasingly asking if meat was halal certified and that this was 

driven by those who did not wish to purchase halal meat. He stated that these questions had 

coincided with the community’s increasing awareness of Islam and the rise of violence linked 

with Islam. 

 

o The final store I visited was a Woolworths outlet. Again, the staff were polite and helpful. At 

this store I was informed that it was illegal to sell halal products without a certification logo. 

As such, I was informed by workers in the meat department that no meat in the store was 

halal, except for those products that contained a halal certification logo. None of the meat 

products appeared to have a certification logo. I was also informed that only a very small 

minority of meat in Australia was slaughtered in an Islamic ritual animal sacrifice in 

accordance with Sharia law. However, I was informed by a worker in the deli that the 

chicken was halal, although there was no certification certificate. 
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2.1.4 Who the halal knows? Part 2: a typical phone experience 

After visiting these shopping centres, I made some additional telephone enquiries to confirm what I had 

been told in store and to ask questions of other supermarket chains that I did not visit. I rang the customer 

service numbers on the websites of various supermarket outlets. 

 Coles informed me that it sold meat that was generally halal certified, however, it depended on 

location. A customer service representative informed me that beef in the Coles shopping centre I 

visited was halal but that it was not possible to confirm the status of lamb. 

 

 Woolworths informed me that all Woolworth’s branded meat was halal. However, it was not 

possible to confirm whether other branded meat was halal or not. However, the customer service 

representative then transferred me through to another person. He subsequently emailed me to 

state that Woolworth’s branded meat was not halal certified, although this email also appears to 

indicate that Woolworth’s branded meat is still often produced from an animal ritually sacrificed in 

accordance with Sharia law.  

 

“To confirm, Woolworths Own Brand products are not Halal certified, including our own brand 

meat products. With regards to its fresh meats, Woolworth’s requires humane slaughter which 

includes pre-stunning as part of the slaughter process.  There is never any exception to this and 

this is verified at the time of our Woolworths Quality Assurance inspections and through 

independent third party audits of our suppliers. 

  

Some of the meat and poultry that is sold at Woolworths comes from abattoirs that are halal 

accredited and these sites do use pre-stunning as part of the slaughter process.  Woolworths is 

not halal accredited and therefore meat and poultry sold in our stores is not recognised as halal. 

Woolworths is not in a position to meet the requirements for halal accreditation as this involves 

many additional requirements for each store to achieve accreditation.” 

 

Email received from a Woolworth’s representative, dated 30 June 2015 (emphasis added) 

 

 Aldi informed me that it did not certify any meat products as halal and that I would need to supply 

them a barcode to confirm whether a particular product was from a halal certified producer or the 

product of a ritual Islamic animal sacrifice in accordance with Sharia law. 

 

 IGA informed me that each store sold locally sourced products and that I would need to speak to 

individual store managers. My local IGA informed me that they did not know if the meat they sold 

was halal or not. However, I was informed that the previous store owners probably were halal 

certified as they were not allowed to sell pork. 

 

 Lenard’s Chicken informed me that chicken was sourced from halal certified suppliers. However, 

Lenard’s Chicken was not halal certified because Lenard’s Chicken also sold pork products with their 

chicken. I was informed that it was only possible to purchase chicken meat from Lenard’s Chicken 

that came from an animal that was slaughtered in accordance with Islamic Sharia law sacrificial 

rituals. 
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 Freedom Farms informed me that their chicken was slaughtered in an Islamic ritual animal sacrifice 

in accordance with Sharia law. 

 

2.1.5 When confusion reigns, consumers lose out and confidence crashes 

There is no reason to assume that these experiences are not broadly reflective of the situation faced by 

consumers in Australia with regards to halal food (particularly meat), whether it is actually certified as such 

or not. These experiences are reflective of responses from major supermarket outlets’ telephone customer 

service representatives and in-store advice from locations on the south of Brisbane. 

The responses outlined above should make it clear that consumers are not being serviced by halal 

certification schemes due inadequate or non-existent labelling. Islamic consumers have no way of truly 

knowing whether the food they eat complies with Sharia law, while the majority of Australians have no way 

of knowing whether they are eating food that is produced from a ritual Islamic animal sacrifice. 

My experiences in preparing for this submission demonstrate that: 

 Some outlets do not want to provide information about whether their products are sourced from 

suppliers that produce them in accordance with Islamic Sharia law. 

 

 Meat products are not labelled as ‘halal’ or ‘halal certified’, even though they may be sourced from 

animals sacrificed to Allah in accordance with Sharia law. 

 

 Those seeking halal meat are not able to purchase it with any certainty from supermarkets because, 

even though the meat may come from a halal certified producer, there is no labelling to confirm this. 

 

 Those seeking to avoid meat that is the product of a ritual Islamic animal sacrifice are not able to do 

so with any certainty because, even though some meat may come from non-halal abattoirs, there is 

no labelling to confirm this. 

 

 Customer service representatives are giving conflicting and contradictory advice to consumers about 

the halal status of food (particularly meat). This advice differs when it is provided in-store, over the 

phone or in a written form. 

 

 There is widespread confusion among workers in supermarkets over the status of halal food and the 

laws regarding labelling. This is evident from the conflicting statements given in the same 

Woolworths’ store regarding halal labelling and the fact that in some stores no one was able to 

confirm if pork products were halal or not. 

 

 In-store feedback suggests that customers are increasingly seeking information in relation to halal 

products (particularly meat), either from those wanting to purchase it, or from those seeking to 

avoid it. 

This confusion undermines consumer confidence. For example, the independent butcher mentioned above 

stated that he could provide meat that did not come from an animal sacrificed to Allah. However, my 

confidence in the widely contradictory advice I received from all outlets regarding halal meat meant that I no 

longer had confidence in any advice. As such, I was left wondering whether the independent butcher was 

telling the truth, or simply saying whatever it would take to make a sale.  
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2.2 The state of play: chicken 
 

2.2.1 What the producers say 

Australia is not an Islamic country. However, the vast majority of chicken meat produced in Australia is the 

product of a ritual Islamic animal sacrifice to Allah in accordance with Sharia law. 

The Australian Chicken Meat Federation Inc. (ACMF) describes itself as the “the peak coordinating body for 

participants in the chicken meat industries in Australia and recognized as the industry representative by the 

Australian Government.” When I telephoned the ACMF I was informed that it could not state whether 

chicken supplied was halal and that I would need to contact individual producers. 

I telephoned every producer listed on the ACMF website13. According to the ACMF, these producers supply 

over 95% of chicken meat in Australia.14 All of them, with one exception, stated that their chickens were 

halal and slaughtered in accordance with Islamic Sharia law sacrificial rituals. These producers were: 

 Baiada Poultry Pty Ltd 

 Steggles 

 Adelaide Poultry 

 Turi Foods: La Ionica and Golden Farms 

 Cordina Chicken Farms Pty Ltd 

 Golden Cockerel 

 Red Lea Chickens 

 Hazeldene’s Chicken Farm Pty Ltd 

The one exception was Inghams Enterprises Pty Limited. When I telephoned this producer I was informed 

that it was company policy not to answer questions about whether their chicken was halal certified. Instead, 

I was informed that the Islamic Council of Queensland would answer any questions about halal certification 

on behalf of Inghams. The Islamic Council of Queensland informed me that Inghams was halal certified. 

All producers also informed me that it was not possible to purchase chicken meat that did not come from an 

animal slaughtered in accordance with Islamic Sharia law sacrificial rituals. I was further informed by one 

producer that they only employed Muslims in the slaughter process. I was also informed by this company 

that I should not be concerned about halal meat if I was not a Muslim and my desire not to eat meat 

sacrificed to a god that I do not follow was brushed aside. 

 

2.2.2 What exports? 

According to the ACMF, less than 5% of chicken meat produced in Australia is exported. Most exports are to 

South Africa, the Philippines, Hong Kong, Singapore and the South Pacific islands.15 These markets are not 

Islamic. 

                                                           
13 http://www.chicken.org.au/page.php?id=172 
14 
http://www.chicken.org.au/industryprofile/downloads/The_Australian_Chicken_Meat_Industry_An_Industry_in_Profile
.pdf  
15 Ibid. 
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Consequently, it can be concluded that the chicken meat industry has adopted the Islamic practice of ritual 

animal sacrifice to Allah in accordance with Sharia law to meet the demand of a 2% minority living in 

Australia. As a result, 98% of consumers are effectively being coerced into only eating chicken meat that is 

produced in accordance with Islamic Sharia law. 
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2.3 The state of play: beef & lamb 
 

2.3.1 What the producers say 

Australia is not an Islamic country. However, it appears probable that the majority of beef and lamb 

produced for domestic consumption in Australia is the product of a ritual Islamic animal sacrifice to Allah in 

accordance with Sharia law. 

Meat & Livestock Australia (MLA) states that it “delivers research, development and marketing services to 

Australia's cattle, sheep and goat producers. MLA has approximately 50,000 livestock producer members 

who have stakeholder entitlements in the company.” When I telephoned the MLA I was informed that it 

could not state whether beef or lamb supplied was halal and that I would need to contact individual 

producers. 

MLA did not list producers. However, the website aussieabbattoirs.com.au contains a list of abattoirs in 

Australia.16 I telephoned every abattoir listed in Queensland.17 Many of them stated that they supplied meat 

to either Coles or Woolworths. They further stated that some of this meat was the product of a ritual Islamic 

animal sacrifice to Allah in accordance with Sharia law. Unfortunately, it is not possible to determine how 

much of this meat is slaughtered in accordance with Islamic Sharia law but many of the larger abattoirs 

produce halal certified products. 

 Australian Country Choice informed me that I would need to contact Coles to confirm if their meat 

was halal, although its website states that it is halal certified.18 

 

 Churchill Abattoir informed me that it was not halal certified and did not slaughter meat in 

accordance with Sharia law. It supplies independent butchers. 

 

 Greenmountain Food Processing informed me that their meat is slaughtered in accordance with 

Islamic Sharia law. 

 

 Highchester Meats informed me that their meat is not slaughtered in accordance with Islamic Sharia 

law, although a halal butcher slaughters meat for his own outlet one day per week. It supplies 

independent butchers. 

 

 John Dee Export Abattoir informed me that their meat is slaughtered in accordance with Islamic 

Sharia law for both domestic and export markets. 

 

 JBS Australia (Beef City, Dinmore, Rockhampton and Townsville) informed me that their meat is 

slaughtered in accordance with Islamic Sharia law, however, I would need to check with local 

suppliers to confirm. Its website states that it is halal certified.19 

 

                                                           
16 This website advocates against abattoirs and may not contain a listing of all abattoirs in Australia. 
17 http://www.aussieabattoirs.com/facts/directory#qld  
18 http://www.accbeef.net.au/about-us/certifications-and-memberships/ 
19 http://www.jbssa.com.au/OurProducts/default.aspx  
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 Kilcoy Pastoral Company informed me that they supply a mix of halal and non-halal meat. I was 

informed that they employed a mix of Muslim and non-Muslim slaughterers. 

 

 Mcclymont’s Poultry Abattoir could not be contacted. 

 

 Meramist Abattoir informed me that their beef is slaughtered in accordance with Islamic Sharia law. 

 

 Nolan Meats informed me that their meat is a mix, with some slaughtered in accordance with Islamic 

Sharia law and some non-halal. Its webpage states that it is halal certified.20 21 Nolan Meats supplies 

Woolworths.22 I was also informed that they supply Coles. 

 

 NH Foods (Oakey Abattoir and Thomas Borthwick & Sons) informed me that these abattoirs are halal 

certified. The company does operate another abattoir that is not halal certified. 

 

 Stanbroke Beef informed me that its products are halal certified, although it does produce non-halal 

products on occasion. Its webpage states that it is halal certified.23 

 

 Swickers Kingaroy Bacon Factory was not contacted. 

 

 Teys Australia (Biloela and Rockhampton) informed me that it provided halal meat products 

depending on location, although its webpage does not state that its abattoirs are halal certified.24 

 

 Wallangarra Abattoir informed me that all its products were halal. 

 

 Western Exporters Abattoir did not return my call. Its webpage states that it is halal certified.25 

From this survey, it appears that at least 14 of the 20 abattoirs listed in Queensland produce meat that is the 

product of an Islamic ritual animal sacrifice to Allah in accordance with Sharia law. This submission cannot 

ascertain the volume of the abattoirs and the overall percentage of meat that is produced for domestic or 

international markets. However, it does observe that the abattoirs that appear to be larger are mostly halal 

certified and it would be reasonable to conclude on the basis of the information provided that the majority 

of meat produced in Queensland is the product of an Islamic ritual. 

As part of the investigations for this submission, I was privileged to speak to  for a 

considerable period of time.  attitude towards those who do not want to eat halal meat was 

aggressive, dismissive and negative. For instance, he stated that I should not care if I was eating halal meat 

or not because I was not a Muslim and dismissed my desire not to eat meat that has been sacrificed to a god 

that I do not worship. He also made it clear that economic reasons meant that Australians should simply 

accept that the meat industry will comply with Sharia law ritual animal sacrifices.  

 also provided some other details: 

                                                           
20 http://www.nolan.com.au/media/1507/ahfs-halal-est-80-dec-2015.pdf  
21 http://www.nolan.com.au/media/1504/ahfs-halal-est-81-2015.pdf  
22 http://www.nolan.com.au/media/1531/wqa-may-2015.pdf  
23 http://www.stanbroke.com.au/preparation  
24 http://www.teysaust.com.au/quality/certification/  
25 http://www.westernexporters.com.au/Accreditations.asp  
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 Non-halal abattoirs are not profitable and are going out of business every week. 

 

 Most meat produced in Australia is halal and slaughterers in accordance with Islamic Sharia law 

requirements. 

 

 Export markets require halal certification and meat from individual animals may be split for export 

and domestic markets. 

 

 The cost of certification is negligible. There is a cost per animal and this is less than the cost of one 

kilogram of spleen in Indonesia. 

 

 Slaughtermen are not all Muslims and slaughtermen are rotated between a variety of jobs. 

 

 Australians do not want to do these kind of jobs. 

 indicated that I should visit an abattoir to observe what happens. I stated that I would be happy to 

visit an abattoir, although he declined to accept my offer.  also stated that those who raised 

concerns about halal certification were haters and bigots, whereas those who accepted halal certification 

were tolerant and diverse. He finished his conversation by stating that it was a waste of 20 minutes and that 

he would never get that time back. 

 

2.3.2 The export market is mostly non-Islamic 

According to the MLA, the domestic market remains the largest single market for Australian beef and sheep 

meat, although the majority of meat produced in Australia is exported.26 27 

 Most Australian beef meat exports are to non-Islamic markets. Less than 10% of Australian beef 

exports are to the Middle East or other Islamic countries.28 

 

 Most Australian lamb meat exports are to non-Islamic markets, although about 37% of lamb is 

exported to the Middle East, South East Asia and other African nations. This figure rises to about 

42% for mutton meat exports.29 

 

 Most Australian goat meat exports are to non-Islamic markets. Only about 3% of goat meat is 

exported to Islamic nations.30 

                                                           
26 http://www.mla.com.au/Marketing-beef-and-lamb/Domestic-marketing  
27 http://www.mla.com.au/Marketing-beef-and-lamb/International-markets  
28 http://www.mla.com.au/files/2f5ee6d5-151d-42a1-888e-a42d009de451/MLA_Australian-Cattle-Industry-
Projections-2015.pdf  
29 http://www.mla.com.au/files/0bc09dda-492f-4542-ad86-a43300c9ca6a/MLA-Australian-Sheep-Industry-Projections-
2015.pdf  
30 http://www.mla.com.au/files/f02a9b83-be50-4c11-af09-a48100e4d0e4/MLA_Australian-Goat-Industry-Summary-
2015.pdf  
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Consequently, it can be concluded that the red meat industry has seemingly largely adopted the Islamic 

practice of ritual animal sacrifice to Allah in accordance with Sharia law even though the majority of its 

domestic and export market is not Islamic.  
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2.4 The situation facing consumers 
 

The old adage in business is that the customer is always right. Unfortunately, when it comes to halal 

certification, this adage is not part of Sharia law. The non-Islamic customer now has no rights. 

 

2.4.1 No right to ask questions 

This submission notes that producers are claiming that halal certification helps to secure export markets. It 

also notes that these same producers are not informing domestic consumers about their halal certification 

status and even, in some cases, stating that it is company policy not to answer questions. 

As such, it is clear that some halal certified producers do not believe Australian consumers have the right to 

ask questions about the religious nature of the food products they purchase.  

 

2.4.2 No right to information 

This submission notes that halal certified products, particularly meat products from an animal sacrificed to 

Allah in accordance with Islamic Sharia law, are generally not labelled. 

The right to information rests on the ability to access information. As such, the failure by halal certified 

producers to disclose certification means that consumers have no right to information about the food they 

purchase. 

 

2.4.3 No right to religious freedom 

This submission notes that halal food is food certified as compliant with Sharia law. It also notes that the 

majority of Australians do not support Sharia law. Unfortunately, they are effectively being forced to into 

culinary compliance with this law because they have little choice over the food they eat. They are being 

coerced into adhering with Sharia law and consequently have effectively lost the right to religious freedom. 

 

2.4.4 Accept it or be labelled a halal certified bigot 

This submission notes that those who question halal certification are often labelled bigots. In fact, I was 

labelled a bigot by one producer simply for asking questions about whether I could purchase meat from that 

producer that was not sacrificed to the Islamic god, Allah. 

It is simply unacceptable that the majority of Australian consumers today can be labelled bigots for trying to 

obtain information that will help them to avoid religious beliefs that they do not practice, while a minority of 

Australians have been able to claim the labels of ‘tolerance’ and ‘diversity’ by enforcing a religious standard 

across large parts of the food production industry.   

This submission strongly argues that if food producers can ‘courageously’ label consumers bigots for seeking 

information about the food they purchase, then those producers should not be afraid of labelling their food 

either. 

http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au


29 
 

 

2.4.5 When it’s about religion and money, let’s have open disclosure 

Australian consumers are justified in coming to the conclusion that halal certification is about money – 

overseas money. They are also justified in coming to the conclusion that the failure to disclose certification 

to Australians is also about money – Australian money. Food producers (particularly meat producers) are 

advertising that they have added an Islamic ritual to their production process in order to increase overseas 

exports, while denying information to Australian consumers about this ritual in order to maintain a domestic 

market base. As the Australian consumer has been denied information provided to the foreign consumer, he 

has effectively been relegated to a second class citizen in his own country. 

This submission recognises that food producers will seek to make a profit. This submission does not raise any 

concerns about that. It does argue, however, that food producers cannot have their cake and eat it too. If it 

is good enough to gain certification by complying with Islamic Sharia law dictates in order to increase profit 

from new export markets, but not good enough to disclose that fact to the domestic market, then it is clear 

that certification does not always lead to increased sales. It is also clear that this constitutes a market failure 

in effective labelling and that the domestic consumer is playing second fiddle to the foreign consumer. 

This submission argues that food producers and consumers should be on a level playing field. If a religious 

element is added to food in order to obtain certification, this should be disclosed to everyone. If this is not 

profitable for Australian food producers, then market forces will dictate that halal certification is not sought, 

or producers will separate halal and non-halal production lines (as they properly should anyway) and charge 

premiums for those production lines that have lesser demand and in built extra costs, such as certification 

fees, Muslim only workforces and regular bureaucratic religious audits. 
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3.1 Halal concerns (part 1): Islamic differences 
 

3.1.1 Many certifiers with unknown standards 

According to the Department of Agriculture, there are 22 recognised Islamic bodies for halal certification of 

red meat for export.31 However, not all of them are recognised for export by certain countries. For instance, 

Saudi Arabia only recognises 6 of these organisations. Some of these organisations are only accepted in 

certain Australian states. As a result, it appears that exporters of red meat outside of New South Wales or 

Victoria would need to gain two or more halal certifications to export to all the main Islamic markets. 

There is no available information to ascertain why some organisations are accepted by some countries and 

others are not. However, during a 2014 hearing for the Joint Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs, Defence 

and Trade inquiry into Australia’s trade and investment relationships with countries of the Middle East, a 

question was asked about the differences between certification standards. Mr Greg Read, First Assistant 

Secretary, Exports Division, Department of Agriculture explained these differences in the following way: 

The requirements, in the main, will be quite uniform with the religious presence of an appropriate 

Muslim with the slaughter process, and the slaughter process is in accordance with sharia law and so 

forth, so all of those practices will be reasonably common. They will be quite particular in relation to 

what happens when an animal is deemed to be non-halal or haram—dogs that are present on the 

facility are appropriately constrained and muzzled; there must be no sign of pigs or pork around that 

facility; there must be appropriate segregation from a non-halal product; and a range of supervisory 

presences in that plan to ensure that this program is met from the religious side—and that varies. It is 

quite complex from market to market, and, from time to time, the certifiers that are accredited for 

each market keep changing as well.32 

Mr Greg Read, First Assistant Secretary, Exports Division, Department of Agriculture, 3 December 201433 

(emphasis added) 

From this answer, it appears that certification bodies have similar standards in relation to what is allowed 

although there are considerable differences in regards to what is forbidden. However, other evidence 

suggests that within Australia’s Islamic community there is a considerable difference of opinion over what 

constitutes permitted halal food, particularly in relation to meat.  

There have also been some problems gaining market access created by dual government/commercial certification 

systems for halal product. To ensure continued market access it has been decided to only use the Australian 

government system when a product is described as halal in the trade description. Meat Notice 2014-04: Export-

Registered, Australian Standard Meat Establishments (Tier 1) states that: 

“There have also been some market access problems created by the dual government/ commercial 

certification systems for halal product. To ensure continued market access it has been decided to only 

use the Australian government system when product is described as halal in the trade description.”34 

                                                           
31 http://www.agriculture.gov.au/export/food/meat/elmer-3/list-islamic-halal-certification  
32http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;db=COMMITTEES;id=committees%2Fcommjnt%2Ff7c5
ceae-e696-42a2-8dbe-3493aa249317%2F0001;query=Id%3A%22committees%2Fcommjnt%2Ff7c5ceae-e696-42a2-
8dbe-3493aa249317%2F0000%22  
33 ibid 
34 http://www.agriculture.gov.au/export/food/meat/elmer-3/notices/2014/mn14-04  
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While this submission understands that market access is important, it does note that the effect of this 

directive is to establish halal certification firmly within the bounds of government bureaucracy. As halal 

certification is a religious certification, it is essentially establishing Islamic Sharia law in the production and 

export of meat under government auspices. This appears problematic, given the constitutional prohibition 

on the Commonwealth from establishing any religion. 

 

3.1.2 When halal is not halal 

In May 2013 there was a controversy within Australia’s Islamic community over the halal certification of 

Fresh Poultry chickens.35 The controversy was ignited when Taqwa Halal Certification issued a statement 

claiming that Fresh Poultry products were not halal because they included machine slaughtered chickens.  

This situation caused considerable confusion in the Islamic community as highlighted by numerous 

comments made on Facebook with regards to this situation. 

 

Image 2: A sample of comments on the Masjid al Noor Facebook page demonstrate confusion with regards to halal certification and 
that certification authorities are not able to maintain the trust of Islamic consumers.36 

 

                                                           
35 http://muslimvillage.com/2013/05/06/39138/claims-of-supplying-non-halal-chicken-denied/  
36 https://www.facebook.com/masjidalnoorsydney/posts/424100431020436  
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This controversy was covered by the website muslimvillage.com highlighting in one article that some 

certification authorities will not recognise the certifications provided by other halal certification authorities. 

“For whatever reason, Taqwa does not accept the Halal certification of AFIC, despite the fact that the 

Head of AFIC’s Halal certification is the reputable and trusted Dr Mohammad Anas who is globally 

respected and recognized as a Halal certifier.” 37 

 

 

Image 3: A statement released by the Masjid al Noor mosque in South Granville on behalf of Taqwa Halal Certification.38 

                                                           
37 http://muslimvillage.com/2013/05/15/39431/when-halal-becomes-haram-more-taqwa-is-needed/ 
 
38 https://www.facebook.com/masjidalnoorsydney/posts/424100431020436  
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A later article written for muslimvillage.com in June 2014 explained that while not all Muslims will accept 

machine-slaughtered animals, there is unanimous agreement that hand-slaughtered animals are halal. 

“In Australia, as elsewhere in the world, there is a difference of opinion amongst some Muslim 

scholars and Halal certifiers as to what is “Halal”. Some advocate that all meat + chicken is Halal as 

long as you say “Bismillah” (In the name of Allah) before eating. Some consider machine slaughter 

Halal – under certain conditions and others will only accept hand slaughter as being genuinely Halal. 

There are strong viewpoints and detailed arguments presented on both sides of the machine and 

hand slaughter debate amongst Islamic scholars. Some argue that machine slaughter is completely 

lawful (Halal), whereas others argue that the process is completely unacceptable and the animal 

slaughtered in this process is unlawful (Haram). Amongst all the differing opinions, hand slaughter is 

the universal slaughter method accepted by all scholars, which leaves no doubt in the halal status of 

hand slaughtered chickens.”39 

(emphasis added) 

 

From this controversy, three points should be noted.  

 Firstly, within Australia’s Islamic community there are serious differences of opinion over what is 

considered lawful or halal, rather than just what is considered forbidden or haram. Consequently, 

there is considerable confusion over halal certification standards. 

 

 Secondly, as a result of these differing standards, it is more than possible that multiple halal 

certifications could be sought for the same products. Indeed, it appears that Fresh Poultry was at 

least in discussion with two different halal certification authorities at the same time. 

 

 Thirdly, Taqwa Halal Certification appears to no longer be in operation. Furthermore, Taqwa Halal 

Certification does not appear to have ever been registered as a recognised Islamic body by the 

Department of Agriculture, even though it is linked with the Masjid al Noor Mosque in South 

Granville. This demonstrates that there are halal certification authorities for domestic products that 

are not registered with the Department of Agriculture. It is not possible to determine how many 

domestic halal certification authorities are operating. 

 

3.1.3 When haram is halal 

The differences of opinion within Australia’s Islamic community over what constitutes halal and haram are 

also starkly demonstrated by a controversy regarding the consumption of alcohol in late 2014. An imam from 

Sydney, Mostafa Rashed, issued a proclamation that it was acceptable for Muslims to consume alcohol.40 

As a result, the Australian National Imams Council issued a statement rejecting this claim as ‘outrageous’. It 

also stated that Mostafa Rashed was not a member of the council.41 

                                                           
39 http://muslimvillage.com/2014/06/05/54221/hand-v-machine-slaughter-halal-chicken/  
40 http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/news/national/sydney-imam-mostafa-rashed-under-fire-for-islam-alcohol-
edict/story-fnpn0zn5-1227149019991  
41 http://www.anic.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/ANIC-REJECTS-ALCOHOL-EDICT-BY-SO-CALLED-IMAM.pdf  
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While this submission does not intend in any way to solve the differences within Australia’s Islamic 

community over what is halal and haram, it does note that a statement from an imam regarding the 

lawfulness of certain food is effectively a form of halal certification. This is confirmed by a statement made to 

the ABC in April this year: 

“Raihan Ismail, an associate lecturer in the Centre for Arab and Islamic Studies at ANU, told Fact 

Check that theoretically any Muslim can certify a food as halal, for example by being present when an 

animal is slaughtered.”42 

 

3.1.4 Key points 

Differences within the Islamic community, its leadership and its various sects mean that consumer 

confidence in halal certification has not been achieved or maintained. 

 There is considerable disagreement within the Islamic community over what is halal and what is 

haram. 

 

 There is no standard halal certification process. Some Muslims and authorities rely on a formal 

certificate and label from a halal certification authority, although there is no standard way of 

registering these authorities. Others rely on Facebook statements or statements from a recognised 

leader, even if that particular imam operates independently of other imams. 

 

 The various halal certification authorities have a wide difference in standards. These standards range 

from some Islamic leaders allowing the consumption of alcohol, to some authorities condemning 

machine slaughter of animals. 

 

 Halal certification authorities for domestic consumption are not registered with the Department of 

Agriculture and imams are operating independently of the Australian National Imams Council. 

 

 The various halal standards of certifying authorities are not readily available. 

 

 Food production companies, as a result, may be obtaining multiple halal certifications. 

 

 Islamic consumers demonstrate a lack of trust in certification authorities. 

 

 The establishment of halal certification within government bureaucracy may not be consistent with 

Section 116 of the constitution. 

 

  

                                                           
42 http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-04-14/fact-check-does-halal-certification-fund-terrorism/6383238  
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3.2 Halal concerns (part 2): an unstunning ritual slaughter 
 

3.2.1 A sacrificial rite 

Halal meat is not just meat that is considered lawful for Muslims to eat. It is more than that: it is the product 

of a ritual animal sacrifice to the Islamic god, Allah. In fact, it is precisely for this reason that this sacrificed 

meat is considered halal. 

As such, halal meat is a religious item. This is made very clear in Islamic texts: 

The Prophet said, "Whoever slaughtered the sacrifice before the prayer, he just slaughtered it for 

himself, and whoever slaughtered it after the prayer, he slaughtered it at the right time and followed 

the tradition of the Muslims."43 

Sahih Bukhari, Volume 7, Book 68, Number 454 

Allah's Apostle entered upon me at Sarif while I was weeping (because I was afraid that I would not 

be able to perform the Hajj). He said, "What is wrong with you? Have you got your period?" I replied, 

"Yes." He said, "This is a matter Allah has decreed for all the daughters of Adam, so perform the 

ceremonies of the Hajj as the pilgrims do, but do not perform the Tawaf around the Ka'ba." Allah's 

Apostle slaughtered some cows as sacrifices on behalf of his wives.44 

Sahih Bukhari, Volume 7, Book 68, Number 466 

Eat not of (meats) on which Allah’s name hath not been pronounced: That would be impiety. But the 

evil ones ever inspire their friends to contend with you if ye were to obey them, ye would indeed be 

Pagans.45 

Quran, Surah 6, Verse 121 

Food is a requirement of life and religious belief is an important personal decision. This includes the decision 

not to follow a particular religious belief. As such, this submission strongly supports mandatory labelling of 

food products that result from religious procedures. This will benefit all consumers. 

 

3.2.2 The stunning situation 

As detailed in the previous chapter, halal certification authorities have differing standards over what actually 

constitutes an Islamic ritual animal sacrifice in accordance with Sharia law. One area of disagreement is over 

the use of stunning prior to slaughter.  

Under Australian standards, animals must be stunned prior to slaughter.46 However, according to the MLA, 

halal slaughter presents a problem in that the animal must not be irreversibly stunned prior to slaughter. A 

recent MLA study into humane slaughter techniques states: 

                                                           
43 http://www.sahih-bukhari.com/Pages/Bukhari_7_68.php  
44 ibid 
45 http://www.islam101.com/quran/yusufAli/QURAN/6.htm  
46 
http://www.amic.org.au/SiteMedia/w3svc116/Uploads/Documents/Industry%20Animal%20Welfare%20Standards.pdf  
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“It is a requirement of meat production that animals processed are handled and slaughtered in a 

humane manner. Therefore, most animals are stunned prior to exsanguination, so that they are 

insensible throughout the process of sticking, and remain insensible until death has ensued. However, 

animals processed for the Muslim market (Halal meat production) are subject to the requirements of 

the relevant religious texts (the Al Qu'ran and Hadith), and there is often a conflict in opinion over the 

suitability of stunning procedures when slaughtering an animal for human consumption. The basic 

requirements of the religious texts are that the animal is healthy and handled in such a way that it is 

not injured at the time of carrying out the ritual slaughter cut for exsanguination. Thus, mechanical 

means of stunning, that cause skull damage, or those that result in the death of the animal, are not 

approved for the religious markets. Any method used to induce insensibility must not cause injury, 

and must be fully recoverable. In Australia, all cattle processed for the Halal market are stunned prior 

to slaughter, using a non-penetrating mechanical stun, referred to as a percussive, or non-

penetrative stun.”47 

Effects of Stunning and Thoracic Sticking on Welfare and Meat Quality of Halal Slaughtered Beef Cattle, 

August 2014 

While the study quoted above states that further testing is required to reach definitive conclusions, it is 

noted that this study found that some halal slaughter methods resulted in inferior meat quality while 

irreversible stunning methods were associated with better meat quality and reduced indications of animal 

stress.48 

 

3.2.3 Stunned, reversibly stunned or wide awake 

The RSPCA notes that most animals used for halal slaughter in Australia are reversibly stunned and that this 

is not the conventional method used for animal slaughter. It also states that this situation is problematic, but 

is better for animal welfare than no stunning at all. 

“The main concern with halal slaughter is whether or not pre-slaughter stunning is used. In Australia, 

the national standard for meat production requires that all animals must be effectively stunned 

(unconscious) prior to slaughter. The vast majority of halal slaughter in Australia (including at export 

abattoirs) complies with this standard, that is, all animals are stunned prior to slaughter. The only 

difference is that a reversible stunning method is used, while conventional humane slaughter may use 

an irreversible stunning method. The time to regain consciousness following a reversible stun may 

vary depending on the intensity of the stun. At Australian abattoirs, the aim is to ensure that reversible 

stunning is done in a way that depth of unconsciousness is sufficient to allow for the animal to bleed 

out and die before there is a chance of regaining consciousness. 

Halal slaughter in overseas abattoirs often does not include stunning - this is the key difference 

between halal slaughter in Australia and many other countries. Although reversible stunning is far 

better from an animal welfare perspective than no stunning at all, irreversible stunning is more 

                                                           
47 http://www.mla.com.au/Research-and-development/Search-RD-reports/RD-report-details/Animal-Welfare/Effects-
of-Stunning-and-Thoracic-Sticking-on-Welfare-and-Meat-Quality-of-Halal-Slaughtered-Beef-Cattle/935  
48 ibid 
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effective in inducing unconsciousness than reversible stunning and is therefore the preferred 

method.”49 

What is Halal slaughter in Australia?, rspca.org.au, 15 April 2015 

(emphasis added) 

In other words, the RSPCA is stating that reversible stunning is not the conventional method used to 

slaughter animals and that it carries an increased risk that the animal may regain consciousness during the 

slaughter process and therefore endure greater suffering. This submission notes that there appears to be no 

available evidence stating what percentage of animals are irreversibly stunned compared to those reversibly 

stunned prior to slaughter. Nor does there appear to be any evidence in relation to the percentage of 

reversibly stunned animals that regain consciousness during the slaughter process. 

The RSPCA also notes that there are a small number of abattoirs in Australia that have been granted 

exemptions under various state or territory legislation allowing them to slaughter animals without prior 

stunning. These abattoirs provide these exemptions in order to provide halal and kosher products. 

It should be noted that the existence of abattoirs that provide halal meat from non-stunned animals is 

problematic. An obvious question arises: why is there a need for such abattoirs when it appears to be widely 

accepted that reversible stunning is permitted in the production of halal meat? Conversely, if stunning 

renders an animal non-halal, it raises questions over the entire credibility of the main halal certification 

authorities operating in Australia.  

The continued exemptions allowing some abattoirs to produce halal meat by slaughtering animals without 

stunning them means it is likely that there will be further demands from halal certification authorities in the 

future for additional exemptions. This problem is not mere speculation. The Islamic Council of Western 

Australia webpage listing its halal certification policies states the following: 

“ICWA is opposed to stunning of animals before slaughter on religious grounds, because generally 

speaking the present methods of stunning in Australia are not right from Islamic point of view.  

Abattoirs have been advised to take steps towards removal of stunning and its replacement with 

straining devices such as koshers box in respect of cattle and the restrainers in respect of small stock.  

We have allowed them time during which this could be achieved.”50 

This submission does note that the Islamic Council of Western Australia has publicly stated that stunning 

methods in Australia are not right from an Islamic point of view. However, this submission also notes that 

the Islamic Council of Western Australia is certifying meat from stunned animals as halal and taking fees for 

doing so. This is akin to the Heart Foundation providing Heart Foundation Tick Program certification to 

products that do meet the criteria for certification. As such, this submission strongly argues that there is a 

serious question over the legitimacy of the halal certification process.  

 

3.2.4 The Australian view 

The majority of Australians believe that animal welfare is important. The media coverage and public 

response to revelations of animal cruelty in the live export trade is an example of this, as is the response to 

the exposure of animal cruelty in the greyhound industry.  

                                                           
49 http://kb.rspca.org.au/what-is-halal-slaughter-in-australia_116.html  
50 http://www.islamiccouncilwa.com.au/halal-certification/halal-guidelines/  
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As such, it appears that the majority of Australians clearly do not support animal slaughter without stunning 

and are opposed to exemptions allowing abattoirs to conduct this type of slaughter in Australia. Effectively, 

all this does is bring in to Australia the types of practices that resulted in Australia halting its live export trade 

overseas. It also appears likely that Australians are opposed to reversible stunning techniques if these 

processes result in animal cruelty. Therefore, there is a strong public interest argument to support the 

provision of information about slaughter techniques where non-conventional stunning methods are used in 

the slaughter process. 

While the issue of live trade is not part of the terms of reference for this inquiry, this submission does not 

oppose live trading. Live trade bans do not end animal cruelty overseas. Furthermore, the same type of 

animal cruelty is allowed in Australia at certain abattoirs that have received religious exemptions anyway. 

Additionally, Australian producers should not be disadvantaged as a result of animal cruelty in what appears 

to be predominantly Islamic societies. 

 

3.2.5 Key points 

Halal meat is not just meat: it is a religious product slaughtered in a way that many Australians find 

concerning. 

 All halal meat is sacrificed to the Islamic god, Allah. 

 

 All halal meat comes from animals that are not irreversibly stunned, or not stunned at all. 

 

 Concerns have been raised by the RSPCA about the level of animal suffering associated with 

reversible stunning. These concerns appear to be justified in scientific studies. 

 

 There should be no requirement for abattoirs to conduct halal slaughters without stunning in 

Australia. 

 

 However, the fact that some Islamic halal certification authorities in Australia oppose stunning on 

religious grounds indicates that it is likely there will be increased pressure from Islamic certifiers in 

the future (both domestic and export) for a more ‘purer’ form of halal meat. 

 

 The fact that some Islamic halal certification authorities in Australia oppose stunning on religious 

grounds yet still certify meat from stunned animals as halal demonstrates that there is a serious 

question over the credibility of halal certification schemes. 

 

 Australian consumers have no way of knowing whether the meat they eat is part of an Islamic ritual 

animal sacrifice, or if the slaughter process is done with irreversible stunning, reversible stunning, or 

no stunning at all. 
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3.3 Halal concerns (part 3): an Islamised workforce 
 

3.3.1 The anecdotal evidence 

As detailed earlier in this submission, there is conflicting evidence with regards to halal certification and the 

employment of Muslims.  

 An independent butcher informed me that most slaughtermen were not Muslim, but that most meat 

in Australia was halal. 

 

 A chicken meat producer informed me that all workers involved in the actual slaughter of chickens 

were Muslim. 

 

 Tony Nolan informed me that not all slaughtermen were Muslim, that most meat was halal and that 

slaughtermen were rotated to do a variety of jobs. He also stated that most Australians did not want 

to work as a slaughterman. 

As such, this submission notes that there is a lack of information publicly available about the possible effects 

of halal certification on the workforce. However, two things do seem to be clear: 

 Most Australian meat appears to be halal slaughtered in order to obtain halal certification. 

 

 For meat to be halal certified it must be slaughtered by a Muslim. 

Consequently, it is difficult to understand how the majority of slaughtermen are not Muslim if the majority of 

meat is halal certified. Therefore, this submission strongly argues this inquiry should examine the effect of 

halal certification with regards to the Islamisation of the workforce in the meat industry. At the very least, it 

would seem that there are questions over the credibility of the halal certification process if the majority of 

meat is halal certified while the majority of those who slaughter animals are not Muslim. 

It would seem logical to conclude that the increasingly widespread acceptance of halal certification schemes 

by meat producers will result in an industry workforce that is accordingly increasingly Islamised, at least in 

relation to those jobs that are specifically involved in the slaughter of animals.  

It also seems that the anecdotal evidence raises the possibility that there are not enough Australians with 

the requisite skills (i.e. being a Muslim) to work in a halal accredited meat production facility. As only about 

2.2% of Australia’s population is Muslim, it would seem highly probably that this population could not 

provide the required workforce for an increasingly halal certified industry. As such, it is possible that workers 

with the requisite skill of being a Muslim may be sought overseas. The fact that Mr Tony Nolan raised the 

issue of the lack of Australian workers is indicative of this.   

Furthermore, if a workforce is rotated between different jobs (including those involved in the actual 

slaughtering of animals) as stated by Mr Tony Nolan, this is likely to eventually result in the employment of a 

primarily Islamic workforce across large parts of the meat production industry. This would raise the demand 

for Muslim employees across other jobs within the meat industry and further increase the probability that an 

Islamic workforce may be sought externally to Australia. 

This submission also notes that the evidence shows that the large majority of meat products produced in 

Australia for both export and domestic consumption are not consumed by Muslims. Consequently, it is 
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probable that a halal certified meat industry in Australia will require a predominantly Islamic workforce 

(some of which may need to come from overseas) and yet all of this will be done to supply a primarily non-

Islamic market. If this is the case, it is neither reasonable, practical nor in the interests of the markets 

supplied or Australia. 

Given the requirements for halal certification outlined below, the anecdotal evidence, the possible effects of 

halal certification in Islamising the workforce and the lack of available information, this submission strongly 

argues that this inquiry should examine these effects of halal food certification in some detail. 

 

3.3.2 The requirements 

While anecdotal evidence is conflicting, it does point to an increasingly Islamised workforce in relation to 

slaughtermen. This should not be surprising because halal certification authorities and the Department of 

Agriculture stipulate that halal meat must be slaughtered by a male Muslim. 

 The AQIS Meat Notice 2009 / 08 states, “Only authorised Muslim slaughtermen can perform the 

halal slaughtering procedure for halal products.”51 

 

 MLA advertises that Australia’s halal meat is produced by approved Muslim slaughtermen.52 

 

 AUS-MEAT Ltd has an application form titled, “NOMINATION FORM FOR DESIGNATED MUSLIM 

REPRESENTATIVE IDENTITY CARD”. It is used by both Australian citizens and those with work visas 

who wish to register as trainee halal slaughtermen, halal slaughtermen, halal inspectors or halal 

state supervisors.53 

 

 The Islamic Council of Western Australia (ICWA) halal guidelines state that, “The slaughterman must 

be a mature, pious Muslim of sound mind who understands fully the fundamentals and conditions 

relating to Halal slaughter and be approved by the religious authorities.”54 

 

 The Islamic Co-Ordinating Council of Victoria (ICCV) website lists detailed requirements for halal 

slaughtermen, some of which are reproduced verbatim below:55  

 

o All new and existing applicants for registration must be practicing Muslims of good character 

and faith and must be known by at least two prominent Australian Muslims who are 

prepared to write a reference about them. 

 

o All new Slaughter men must obtain a reference letter from the Imam of the Mosque where 

the Slaughter man is well known. 

 

                                                           
51 http://www.agriculture.gov.au/export/food/meat/elmer-3/notices/2009/mn09-08  
52 
http://www.mla.com.au/CustomControls/PaymentGateway/ViewFile.aspx?CA4EZhJmtRHvdUgtWsBe5GiPRJkfPCbabNx7
eDfU38vIi/WjerLXKIeiEYb872NJ3EYMKKAfsht7d1Tnt3BqiA==  
53 https://www.ausmeat.com.au/media/51579/msrf_-_2014.pdf  
54 http://www.islamiccouncilwa.com.au/halal-certification/halal-guidelines/  
55 http://www.iccv.com.au/slaughmanreg.htm  
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o The Slaughter man must attend a practical and theoretical course for a period of two weeks. 

 

o They must be allowed to work in Australia and be members of an Islamic Society. 

 

o All Halal Slaughter men must register with the Islamic Co-Ordinating Council Of Victoria 

(I.C.C.V.) annually and obtain a current Identity Card (I.D card) before they may begin Halal 

Slaughtering. 

 

o Registration as a Halal Slaughter man is subject to approval by the State Director.  Although 

registration of Muslim Slaughter men is undertaken by the Australian Meat and Livestock 

Corporation (Aus-Meat), the I.C.C.V. reserves the right to appoint and dismiss applicants at 

its discretion. 

 

o All I.D. cards are to remain with the I.C.C.V. until specific work has been arranged for 

registered members. 

 

o Possession of a Halal Slaughter man ID card qualifies the applicant to be considered for 

employment by an abattoir or a meat work nominated by the I.C.C.V. 

 

o The I.C.C.V. reserves the right to transfer, promote or demote any Slaughter man as it sees 

fit. 

These requirements provide the ICCV with a great deal of power over the workforce in halal certified 

establishments, as well as over individual workers. It is also noted that other halal certification authorities 

have similar requirements to those outlined above.56 

There can be no doubt that the requirements of halal certification authorities mean that Muslims have 

preferential employment prospects as slaughtermen because of their Islamic faith. Furthermore, if the 

majority of meat is halal certified and the requirements of halal certification authorities are being met, then 

it is logical to conclude that the actual role of slaughtermen within Australia is increasingly being confined to 

those persons who are Muslim. 

 

3.3.3 The job market 

Job advertisements also indicate that halal food certification is impacting the wider hospitality industry 

beyond specific producers of halal certified food. In particular, employers are now seeking candidates for 

management jobs within the food industry who have experience or understanding in relation to halal 

auditing. While this submission does note that it is possible to be aware of halal auditing requirements 

without being Muslim, it also notes that Muslims will probably tend to have a better understanding of these 

requirements. It also notes that halal certification authorities will only provide certification for halal auditors 

who meet the key criteria of being Muslim. As such, it is possible that halal certification is leading to the 

Islamisation of other areas of the workforce. 

In addition, it is noted that there have been job advertisements specifically for Muslim slaughtermen for the 

Australian meat industry. These advertisements have been placed in Australia and overseas. 

                                                           
56 http://muslimvillage.com/CCS-AFIC-reqirement.pdf?807f3e states that chicken slaughtermen must be Muslim. 
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Image 4: A job advertisement for a quality assurance supervisor based in Perth. The applicant will be responsible for training and 
ensuring compliance of the quality control team, including halal compliance.57 

                                                           
57 http://www.seek.com.au/job/29002119?pos=4&type=standout  
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Image 5: A job advertisement for a plant manager at a slaughter house based in Melbourne. The applicant is required to have an 
awareness of halal requirements.58 

                                                           
58 http://www.seek.com.au/job/28995815?pos=5&type=standout  
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Image 6: A job advertisement for a meat industry quality assurance manager based in Brisbane. The applicant will be required to 
prepare for and complete halal audits.59 

 

 

                                                           
59 http://www.seek.com.au/job/28844618?pos=15&type=standout  
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Image 7: A job application for a training and compliance coordinator in the airline industry based in Brisbane. The applicant will be 
required to ensure compliance with halal requirements.60 

 

                                                           
60 http://www.seek.com.au/job/29032203?pos=1&type=standout  
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Image 8: A job advertisement for a driver based in Canberra. The applicant will be required to maintain company policy in relation to 
halal certification.61 

                                                           
61 http://www.seek.com.au/job/28994600?pos=7&type=standout  
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Image 9: A job advertisement from New Zealand seeking halal slaughtermen for work in Australia.62 

 

                                                           
62 http://myjobspace.co.nz/job/337047  
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Image 10: An expired job advertisement for halal slaughtermen in the Newcastle/Maitland region. 

 

3.3.4 Key points 

Evidence from a variety of sources indicates that halal certification of food means that there is a strong 

requirement in the meat industry in particular for an Islamised workforce. It is also possible that halal 

certification schemes are resulting in an Islamised workforce outside of the production of halal certified 

food. 

 Halal certification authorities require slaughtermen and halal auditors to be Muslim. 
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 Anecdotal evidence suggests that the meat industry rotates slaughtermen with other jobs. 

Consequently it is likely that this practice in a halal certified meat production facility will result in 

non-slaughtermen positions also being filled by Muslims. 

 

 Evidence suggests that workers with the requisite skill of being Muslim are being sought externally 

to Australia. 

 

 Australia’s meat industry has no reason to be Islamised. Its major markets (domestic and export) are 

not Islamic and do not require halal certification, with the exception of lamb and mutton meat 

exports. 
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3.4 Halal concerns (part 4): funding Islam 
 

3.4.1 Halal certification schemes do fund Islamic programs 

Critics of those who do not wish to eat halal certified non-meat products or halal meat produced from an 

Islamic ritual animal sacrifice in accordance with Sharia law often claim that there is no evidence that halal 

certification fees fund terrorism. In doing so, they somehow reach the illogical conclusion that there are no 

other valid concerns about halal certification funding. 

Unfortunately, these critics fail to understand that even if halal certification fees never funded terrorism and 

even if Islam was to be accepted by all as a non-violent religion, it still does not solve the fundamental 

problem that the non-Muslim Australian majority has with halal certification schemes. 

At their essence, these schemes raise funds by certifying that food products are compliant with Sharia law 

and, in the case of meat, ensuring that it comes from animals sacrificed to the Islamic god, Allah. These food 

products are mainly consumed by a non-Muslim consumer base. Consequently, this non-Muslim consumer 

base is covering the larger part of the cost of certification while purchasing food produced in accordance 

with a religious requirement that they do not adhere to. 

Furthermore, these certification fees are used to fund Islamic programs in Australia. Effectively, these 

certifications schemes have become a form of tax imposed in a collaboration between food 

producers/retailers and Islamic organisations on non-Muslim consumers who have no choice because there 

is no clear labelling and they cannot choose to simply stop eating. 

There is clear evidence that halal certification schemes fund Islamic programs in Australia and overseas. That 

is because halal certifiers state that halal certification fees are used to fund mosques and other Islamic 

programs. 

As such, critics of those who do not want to eat halal certified products miss the point entirely when they 

raise and then dismiss the issue of terrorism funding. Many non-Muslim consumers simply want a choice: 

they wish to be able to buy food where certification fees have not been paid, or where animals have not 

been sacrificed. They do so because they value Australia’s culture as it is and do not wish to fund, promote 

or be coerced into adhering with a religious ideology that they do not follow. 

An ABC ‘Fact Check’ report into halal certification in April 2015 reported that halal certification fees are used 

to fund Islamic schools and mosques, as well as their expenses. 

“Dr Kahn said Halal Australia donates some of its profits to Islamic schools and mosques as part of its 

broader community engagement program, which includes donations to children's hospitals and the 

Cancer Council Australia. 

"We are mindful of responsibility to the poor and destitute in the community... here as well as in 

overseas countries [and we donate] through the proper channels, for example Muslim Aid, Islamic 

Relief, they are all registered non-government organisations internationally," he said. 

The Islamic Co-ordinating Council of Victoria (ICCV), a private company, claims to be "the major 

Islamic organisation responsible for the certification, monitoring, and supervision of Halal food 

exports from Australia". 
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Gaafar Mohammed says ICCV is a community-based organisation that is partnered with 11 

Australian mosques. 

"We don't fund the mosques, but we take care of their expenses, like electricity, water, things like 

that," he said.”63 

Furthermore, both the Australian Federation of Islamic Councils (AFIC) and the Supreme Islamic Council of 

Halal Meat in Australia (SICHMA) are registered Australian charities. The category of charity that they are 

registered under is listed as charities that advance religion.64 65 

 According to its 2012 Annual Report, AFIC generated over $860,000 in halal certification fees, while 

it incurred about $350,000 in halal certification expenses. AFIC made donations of $150,000, 

including for the salary of an imam. 

 

 According to its 2014 Annual Report, SICHMA generated over $1,500,000 in halal certification and 

auditing fees, with expenses of $967,000. SICHMA made donations of $368,000. 

 

 These figures from just two certifying organisations demonstrate that halal certification schemes 

generate revenues significantly more than the operating costs incurred. Charities do not simply 

cover administration costs, but raise funds for Islamic organisations. 

This submission also notes that both the ICCV and the Halal Certification Authority claim to be the major 

suppliers of halal certification in Australia. For instance, the Halal Certification Authority claims that on its 

website that it has 80% market share of halal certification in Australia. While it cannot be possible that both 

of these organisations’ claims are correct, it is possible that they both earn significantly more in halal 

certification fees than AFIC and SICHMA combined. 

The ICCV is not a registered charity. Consequently, its annual reports are not available, however, as noted 

above, it has informed the ABC that it assists with running expenses for 11 Australian mosques. The Halal 

Certification Authority is not a registered charity either. Its website has a link to a halal foundation.66 

In addition to the above facts regarding the operation of individual halal certification authorities, this 

submission does note that there is a general sense among Muslims that halal certification fees belong to the 

entire Islamic community, as reported by the Daily Telegraph recently: 

“Dr Rifi said revenue collected by halal certifiers belonged to the “Muslim community”… 

…“I propose that halal certification organisations provide financial assistance not just to the 

grandchildren of Karen and Peter Nettleton (Khaled Sharrouf’s kids) but to deradicalisation schemes 

for disaffected Muslim youth,” Dr Rifi said. 

“Halal certification money should be invested in engaging with those frustrated youth and 

deradicalisation programs. After all this is Muslim community money,” he said.”67 

                                                           
63 http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-04-14/fact-check-does-halal-certification-fund-terrorism/6383238  
64 http://www.acnc.gov.au/RN52B75Q?ID=951F8CFA-34C6-4FBF-9617-8E03A6717836&noleft=1  
65 http://www.acnc.gov.au/RN52B75Q?ID=6E1DECE6-1D82-495D-99BC-F1B713EE25D3&noleft=1  
66 https://www.halalauthority.org/index.php?page=Halal-Foundation  
67 http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/news/nsw/islamic-community-leader-jamal-rifi-has-called-on-halal-certification-
groups-to-fund-deradicalisation-programs/story-fnpn118l-1227378785140  
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No doubt, many Australians are offended at the idea that they should cover the costs of halal certification 

fees when they buy food in order to provide the Islamic community with money. Furthermore, it is 

frustrating that problems with terrorism, a product of Islam, are being used to justify this situation. 

This submission also notes that regardless of whether annual reports show charitable donations, Islamic 

Sharia law provisions around zakat require all Muslims to pay a compulsory donation to eligible Islamic aims 

each year, one of which is jihad. This will be discussed below. 

 

3.4.2 Charity or profit? No one knows 

This submission notes that it is inconsistent that some halal certification authorities are claiming charitable 

tax exemptions and others are not when they appear to be providing the same services in the advance of 

Islam and offer the same type of support from these services to fund mosques and other Islamic programs in 

Australia. 

In particular, this submission notes that the ICCV is not registered as a charitable organisation and has not 

been provided GST exemption.68 Yet this body, which claims to be one of the largest halal certification 

authorities in Australia, is not registered for GST either. Conversely, the Halal Certification Authority is 

registered for GST.69 

This submission acknowledges that these different organisational structures, as well as the varied taxation 

and charity statuses of halal certification authorities may be perfectly lawful. It does not have the taxation or 

accounting expertise to make any definitive judgments. However, it does note that this inquiry’s terms of 

reference examine the adequacy of information available to the public regarding certification fees and 

finances. These structures may need to be examined by this inquiry, or clearer information about these 

structures should be made available to the public. This will enable the consumer to make informed decisions 

to purchase, for instance, food certified by halal certification authorities that operate on a not-for-profit 

basis compared to those that operate to enrich certain individuals. 

 

3.4.3 The terrorism question 

This submission acknowledges that the issue of funding for terrorism has been raised by many opponents of 

halal certification. 

Terrorism, unfortunately, is one of the major threats of the current time and this threat does not appear to 

be receding. In fact, a recent federal government report acknowledged that Australia was not winning the 

war against internal terror threats on any front.70 As such, Australians are justified in being concerned about 

terrorism, including its funding sources. As the threat from terrorist groups clearly come from those who 

claim to be Islamic, and as the facts show that more Muslims from this country have been prepared to join 

the Islamic State than the Australian Defence Force, it is ridiculous to suggest that Australians should not 

hold legitimate questions about the allegiance of the Islamic community to this nation.  

Unfortunately for the Islamic community (and halal certification authorities that help to fund this 

community), this means that it should expect to face questions. While this submission acknowledges that 

                                                           
68 http://abr.business.gov.au/SearchByAbn.aspx?abn=60284069184  
69 http://abr.business.gov.au/SearchByAbn.aspx?abn=33068275203  
70 https://www.dpmc.gov.au/sites/default/files/publications/190215_CT_Review_0.pdf  
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this may be frustrating for the Islamic community (and halal certification authorities) and that many Muslims 

do not support violence or the violent teaching and example of Mohammed, it makes no apology in making 

this statement. Until the Islamic community can solve the problems that arise from its own members, it 

should expect suspicion, cynicism and distrust. The non-Islamic community would not be prudent to act 

otherwise. 

This submission is not suggesting that halal certification is a direct source of funding for terrorism. Nor is it 

suggesting that halal certification authorities are knowingly indirectly funding terrorism either. However, this 

submission does note at least one questionable donation to Syria from a halal certification authority and 

argues strongly that a combination of conditions have created a ‘perfect storm’ for the funding of Islamic 

terrorist groups. As a result, the conditions have been created to allow individuals to directly and knowingly 

finance terrorist activity. More importantly, these same conditions mean that Muslims and other Australians 

may also be unknowingly funding terrorism as well through their support for charitable activity. 

Consequently, there is a general question about the use of funds raised by the Islamic community, especially 

where they are sent overseas. Funding raised by halal certification is not exempted from this question. 

This perfect storm has been created by the following conditions: 

 Islamic law requires all Muslims to pay an annual obligatory tax or charity called zakat and one of the 

eight groups of people that are financed by zakat is armed jihadis (detailed below).  

 

 Some Muslims believe that the Islamic State is an authentic Islamic jihadi movement. In Australia, 

some Islamic groups have, at the very least, been equivocal in their condemnation of the Islamic 

State. For instance, Hizb ut Tahrir has refused to condemn the Islamic State.71 In addition, many 

Islamic leaders in Australia, including some associated with halal certification organisations, have 

publicly defended Hizb ut Tahrir.72 

 

 Other Muslims do not support the Islamic State. However, they must still acknowledge that there is a 

legitimate Islamic concept of armed jihad. Presumably, this may include those who are fighting 

against the Islamic State and/or the Syrian government in Syria. Australian Muslims have publicly 

advocated assisting in jihad with the Free Syrian Army.73  

 

 The evidence shows that the Islamic State and other terrorist groups have secured significant 

funding or support from Islamic charities in other nations.74 It was also recently reported that 

members of an Australian charity were arrested for supporting the Islamic State.75 The Islamic State 

also secures funding from organised crime, with some links to Australia.76 77 

 

                                                           
71 http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/news/nsw/hizb-ut-tahrir-wont-condemn-islamic-state-death-cult/story-fni0cx12-
1227226333973  
72 http://islaminaustralia.com/2015/02/19/muslim-community-rejects-abbott-governments-demonisation-and-
condemns-moves-to-silence-legitimate-criticisms/  
73 http://www.news.com.au/world/australian-ex-terrorist-accuseds-top-tips-for-joining-jihad/story-fndir2ev-
1226645042913  
74 http://www.abc.net.au/news/2014-09-11/explained-whos-funding-islamic-state/5736008  
75 http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-07-03/australian-charity-investigated-for-alleged-is-links/6591174  
76 http://www.afr.com/business/construction/islamic-state-terrorist-linked-to-sydney-building-groups-20140822-jkr4n  
77 http://www.theaustralian.com.au/in-depth/terror/islamic-state-extremists-reach-out-to-crime-lords/story-
fnpdbcmu-1227119927068  
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 Australia’s Islamic organisations have a controversial history of financial and regulatory compliance 

(detailed below). 

 

 The evidence shows that organised criminal groups in Australia have significant Muslim membership 

and, in some cases, have been linked to those fighting for the Islamic State (detailed below). 

 

 Even Western governments have been unable to prevent funding and weapons sent to Syria to 

support anti-Islamic State/al Qaeda organisations from falling into the hands of the terrorist 

groups.78 

 

 The humanitarian crisis in Syria and Iraq means that there is a pull factor for legitimate and well-

intentioned charitable financial assistance from both Muslims and non-Muslims in Australia.79 80 81 

However, the Australian Institute of Criminology has found that non-profit organisations are at risk 

of terrorist exploitation where they are linked to particular religious movements, transfer funds into 

conflict zones and provide funds to overseas-based organisations.82 

This perfect storm means well-intentioned and nefarious groups are both channelling funding into Syria and 

Iraq. Furthermore, Terrorism financing in Australia 2014 report states that: 

“Charities and NPOs may be used to raise funds for groups engaged in foreign conflict and as a cover 

to transfer funds offshore. Funds for legitimate humanitarian aid may also be diverted in Australia, or 

at their destination, and used to support terrorist groups.”83 

This funding is facilitated by Islamic Sharia law, regardless of what one thinks of this law. Terror groups claim 

legitimacy from this Sharia law, as do Islamic groups that oppose the Islamic State.  

While this inquiry does not look into issues of funding for terrorism, its terms of reference do include 

examining the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about financial records of halal 

certification schemes and any related matters. As such, the information provided below relates to issues that 

this inquiry may wish to examine. 

 

3.4.4 Zakat and jihad 

Halal certification is a process that ensures food producers comply with Sharia law. However, halal 

certification does not operate in a Sharia law bubble and it is reasonable to assume that halal certification 

authorities also comply with other Sharia law stipulations in regards to finance. 

Zakat is an Arabic term meaning ‘that which purifies’. It is variously described as an obligatory Islamic tax or 

Islamic charity and is one of the five pillars of Islam. Muslims are bound to pay zakat annually and the 

                                                           
78 http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/middleeast/syria/11203825/Syrian-rebels-armed-and-trained-by-US-
surrender-to-al-Qaeda.html  
79 https://islamic-relief.com.au/1210/syria-appeal/  
80 http://www.unicef.org.au/appeals/syria-crisis-appeal  
81 https://www.oxfam.org.au/my/donate/syrian-refugees/  
82 http://www.aic.gov.au/publications/current%20series/rpp/100-120/rpp114/06_misuse.html  
83 http://www.austrac.gov.au/publications/corporate-publications-and-reports/terrorism-financing-australia-2014  
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amount that they are required to give generally correlates to about 2.5% of their total wealth. Islamic 

authorities have decreed that failure to pay zakat means that the Muslim is considered to be an apostate.84 

Zakat is decreed for eight purposes. One of these purposes is jihad, specifically the Islamic interpretation of 

armed jihad. It is also permissible under Sharia law to pay zakat to an Islamic charity that then directs those 

funds towards the purposes of zakat, including jihad. 

 According to A summary of Islamic Jurisprudence, Volume 1 by Dr Salhih Al-Fawzan, the seventh 

category of zakat is jihad. Furthermore, Allah loves those who engage in jihad. 

“The Seventh category is that spent in the Cause of Allah such as that given to warriors who 

volunteer in fighting for the Cause of Allah and they do not take salaries from the Public 

Treasury of Muslims.  

Generally, the phrase “the Cause of Allah” refers to war against the enemies of Muslims, as 

Allah, exalted be He, says: 

“Indeed, Allah loves those who fight in His Cause…” 

(Qur’an: As-Saff: 4) 

And He also says: 

“Fight in the Way of Allah…” 

(Qur’an: Al-Baqarah: 190)”85 

 According to the website, missionislam.com, zakat can be paid for armed jihad: 

“Zakat can be given in the path of Allah. By this is meant to finance a Jihad effort in the path 

of Allah, not for Jihad for other reasons. The fighter (mujahid) will be given as salary what will 

be enough for him. If he needs to buy arms or some other supplies related to the war effort, 

Zakat money should be used provided the effort is to raise the banner of Islam.”86 

 According to a fatwa listed on the website, islamiconlineuniversity.com, zakat may be paid to 

support non-violent jihad, although some Islamic authorities believe it must only be used for armed 

struggle: 

“Other scholars are of the view that ‘in the path of Allah’ is restricted to battles in the path of 

Allah only and that it is not appropriate to use Zakah for anything besides it.”87 

 According to the Islamic website, hidaya.org, zakat can be paid to those engaged in jihad. 

“Those who are away from home in the path of Allah. Those in Jihaad, those seeking 

knowledge or a stranded Haji may be assist with Zakat if they are in need.”88  

 The Islamic website, newmuslimguide.com, advises that those who fight in defence of Islam or their 

country can receive zakat: 

                                                           
84 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zakat  
85 http://sunnahfollowers.net/library/books/Jurisprudence1fawzaan.pdf  
86 http://www.missionislam.com/knowledge/zakat.htm  
87 http://www.islamiconlineuniversity.com/dld/fatwatranslate.pdf  
88 http://www.hidaya.org/publications/zakat-information/who-is-entitled-to-receive-zakat  
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“Those who struggle in the cause of Allah: This includes those who fight in defence of their 

religion and country as well as those who engage in any activity which aims to support and 

propagate Islam.”89 

 The website, islamqa.info, makes it clear that the majority of Islamic scholars believe zakat is to be 

used to support jihad: 

“This study, which we carried out on all the Qur’anic texts in which the phrase “and for 

Allah’s Cause” appears and on a number of saheeh hadeeths of the Messenger of Allah 

(blessings and peace of Allah be upon him), prove the validity of the conclusions reached by 

the majority of scholars who limited spending “for Allah’s cause” in the verse on zakaah to 

jihad, because the phrase for Allah’s cause”, when mentioned in general terms in the Qur’an 

and Sunnah, refers to jihad. 

But it should be noted that the definition of jihad is not limited only to fighting; rather it 

includes all areas of conflict between the Muslims and the disbelievers. Supporting Islam is 

not limited only to combating the disbelievers and mushrikeen and their plots; rather it goes 

beyond that and includes combating the supporters of falsehood in Muslim lands if this 

falsehood targets Islam itself, such as if those who support falsehood want to change Islamic 

sharee‘ah or abolish the Islamic caliphate in the Muslim lands, or permit things which are 

haraam or allow evil things.”90 

Three points are immediately obvious from Islamic Sharia law requirements in relation to zakat and jihad. 

 Halal certification authorities are required, like all other Muslims, to pay zakat. 

 

 Armed jihad is permissible under Sharia law. 

 

 One purpose of zakat is to finance those who engage in armed jihad. 

This submission notes that it does not necessarily follow that halal certification authorities in Australia are 

directly or indirectly paying zakat to jihadis. They may well be paying zakat for other purposes, such as the 

development of Islam in Australia. This submission simply notes that funding armed jihad is not only lawful 

under Islamic Sharia law, but encouraged. 

 

3.4.5 Islamic organisations in Australia have a controversial record of accountability 

Whatever one thinks of halal certification, or the Sharia law requirements regarding jihad and zakat, it must 

be observed that Islamic organisations in general have had a controversial history of financial and regulatory 

compliance in Australia. Indeed, regulatory compliance appears to be weak and, at worst, some Islamic 

organisations have been linked to the funding of terrorist groups. 

 In September 1982, the Royal Commission into the Australian Meat Industry specifically examined 

AFIC’s credibility as a halal certification authority, stating: 

                                                           
89 http://www.newmuslimguide.com/en/your-zakaat/61  
90 http://islamqa.info/en/209643  
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“AFIC's past record of performance in this area is poor. That is demonstrated by the high level 

of malpractice that has occurred. As an organisation, AFIC has not shown any ability to 

administer the system of halal certification effectively.” 

 In September 2005, the Sydney Morning Herald reported that SICHMA was involved in a legal case 

regarding allegedly unapproved loans to charities: 

“Mr Khan's influence on the Supreme Islamic Council of Halal Meat in Australia ended when 

former loyal supporters swore in court that he had diverted more than $1 million without 

approval into loans for his own favoured charities, in particular his college, which he runs 

with his wife, Ghazwa, who is also the principal.”91 

  In July 2006, SBS reported that the peak Islamic organisation in Australia, AFIC had its assets frozen: 

“AFIC's bank has frozen its funds until the present board can produce evidence it is the 

properly-elected body.”92 

 In March 2010, the West Australian reported that two administrators of the Islamic College of 

Australia were found guilty of fraud: 

“Two Islamic college leaders were this afternoon found guilty of fraudulently claiming 

millions of dollars from the State and Federal governments to help get the school out of 

financial trouble.”93 

 In July 2012, The Australian reported that Australia’s largest Islamic school had been ordered to pay 

back over $9 million in public funding: 

“AUSTRALIA'S biggest Islamic school has been ordered to pay back $9 million in public funds 

to the NSW government after it found millions in taxpayers' money had been diverted to the 

country's peak Muslim body.”94 

 In December 2012, The Australian reported that senior members on the AFIC board had been 

suspended while an auditor investigated the alleged loss of hundreds of thousands of dollars: 

“Ikebal Patel, the former president and current vice-president of AFIC and the assistant 

treasurer Ashraf Ali were suspended after an executive committee meeting on December 9, 

and an external auditor brought in to examine the use of hundreds of thousands of dollars of 

the organisation's funds.”95 

 In October 2013, The Australian reported that an Islamic school in Sydney’s south west was under 

investigation following complaints that millions had allegedly gone missing: 

“Sam Cannavo resigned as principal late last month over the management of the 230-

student school, making a formal complaint to police alleging that up to $2.1 million had gone 

                                                           
91 http://www.smh.com.au/news/national/revealed-the-saudis-paymaster-in-
australia/2005/09/09/1125772698477.html  
92 http://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/2006/07/06/afic-funds-frozen  
93 https://au.news.yahoo.com/thewest/wa/a/7008504/islamic-college-leaders-guilty-of-fraud/  
94 http://www.theaustralian.com.au/national-affairs/state-politics/malek-fahd-islamic-school-to-repay-9m-in-public-
funds/story-e6frgczx-1226438977643  
95 http://www.theaustralian.com.au/national-affairs/muslim-peak-body-suspends-officers/story-fn59niix-
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missing from the school. Mr Cannavo has given police allegedly falsified building receipts 

with millions drawn on an account managed by a senior school official. 

Mr Cannavo also alleges landfill on the school site contains asbestos and the school's sewage 

system had frequently overflowed, at times entering the school's drinking fountains. 

A builder hired by the school has also made a police complaint, alleging he was paid only half 

of the almost $5m the school had charged for projects at the school, alleging the school had 

charged millions in fake invoices.”96 

 In October 2013, the ABC reported that Australia’s largest Islamic school faced imminent closure 

after allegedly failing to meet regulatory requirements: 

“Australia's largest Muslim school, Malek Fahd Islamic School, is facing imminent closure 

after New South Wales Board of Studies inspectors recommended its registration not be 

renewed in 2014.” 

 In January 2014, Fairfax media reported that a number of Islamic charities, community organisations 

and individuals had been warned to stop sending funds to Syria through the channels they had been 

using:  

“Australia's intelligence agencies have been monitoring phone calls, freezing bank accounts 

and making covert home visits to warn people donating money to Syrian war victims that 

they suspect the funds might instead be financing terrorism.”97 

 In September 2014, The Australian reported that a money transfer company was suspended after 

allegedly funding Islamic State terrorists: 

“Authorities are also concerned the company, Bisotel Rieh Global Money Transfer, may have 

transferred funds to Mohamed Elomar, Khaled Sharrouf’s companion in Syria and a fellow 

fighter with the terrrorist organisation. 

Financial intelligence and compliance agency AUSTRAC announced it had suspended Bisotel 

Rieh, which trades in the western Sydney suburb of Lakemba, after it failed to declare the 

$9m in funds transferred out of Australia. 

The company is being investigated over suspicious transfers of funds to individuals in 

Malaysia, amid admissions from staff that it “actively smuggles” money from Turkey into 

Lebanon.”98 

 In September 2014, the ABC reported that a charity raising funds for Syrians had its bank account 

frozen: 

“A well-known charity group raising money for humanitarian aid in Syria has been caught up 

in the crackdown on money leaving Australia for the Middle East. 

                                                           
96 http://www.theaustralian.com.au/national-affairs/state-politics/red-flag-on-fifth-islamic-school/story-e6frgczx-
1226741298459  
97 http://www.smh.com.au/national/asio-spying-on-syria-fundraisers-amid-terrorism-funding-fears-20140111-
30nme.html  
98 http://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/nation/fears-companys-missing-9m-used-to-finance-terror/story-e6frg6nf-
1227062089424  
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Bank accounts for the Australians For Syria Association were shut down a month ago by the 

Commonwealth Bank, without explanation.”99 

 In March 2015, the Courier Mail reported that the Islamic College of Brisbane was under 

investigation for alleged financial irregularities: 

“The finances of Queensland’s largest Islamic school are under the microscope amid 

allegations of thousands of dollars of “phantom debt’’ and secret payments to the former 

chairman of the board.”100 

 In April 2015, The Australian reported that the al-Furqan Islamic Centre, which a number of terrorism 

suspects have been linked to, was under investigation for alleged tax, social security and financial 

fraud: 
 

“Several security agencies are monitoring the Springvale South prayer room with the aim of 

shutting it down. 

They are known to be investigating tax, immigration, finance or social security fraud in an 

effort to halt the radicalisation process thought to be taking place.”101 

 In May 2015, The Advertiser reported on allegations of serious financial mismanagement at the 

Islamic College of South Australia: 

“The analysis, prepared by the former principal of an affiliated Islamic school in Brisbane, Dr 

Mubarak Noor, raises questions over millions of dollars “missing” from financial statements, 

and a loan to parent body the Australian Federation of Islamic Councils, and skyrocketing 

rents paid to AFIC. 

According to Dr Noor, federal and state funding was understated by $3.5 million across the 

2012 and 2013 records, while a loan from the school to AFIC was raised “without 

justification” from under $200,000 to almost $2 million between 2011 and 2013, and rent to 

AFIC rose from $84,000 in 2011 to $628,000 in 2012. 

Former principals confirmed they were denied all access to financial records in their time at 

the school.”102 

 In June 2015, the ABC reported that the Islamic Council of the ACT and Muslims NSW were allegedly 

not meeting regulatory requirements and may face loss of registration: 

“The ACT Government has said it would consider cancelling the registration of the Islamic 

Council of the ACT after an ABC investigation found the group may have failed to hold annual 

meetings for up to four years. 

                                                           
99 http://www.abc.net.au/news/2014-09-30/syrian-charitys-accounts-closed/5780056  
100 http://www.couriermail.com.au/news/queensland/islamic-college-of-brisbane-investigated-over-phantom-debt-
secret-payments/story-fnihsrf2-1227283681092  
101 http://www.theaustralian.com.au/in-depth/terror/al-furqan-islamic-prayer-centres-future-innbspdoubt-after-terror-
raids/story-fnpdbcmu-1227310963799  
102 http://www.adelaidenow.com.au/news/south-australia/call-for-police-to-investigate-allegations-of-financial-
mismanagement-at-islamic-college-of-sa/story-fni6uo1m-1227370475086  
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Both it and its NSW counterpart, Muslims NSW, have been accused of not holding annual 

meetings for as long as eight years and the claims are supported by paperwork lodged with 

regulators in those states.”103 

 In June 2015, The Australian reported that schools run by AFIC appeared to be operating on a for 

profit basis in contravention of government funding regulations: 

“Muslim schools across the country appear to be operating for profit under a “creative 

accounting” process forced on principals by the Australian Federation of Islamic Councils, the 

Independent Education Union says.”104 

 In July 2015, the ABC reported that members of an Islamic charity based in Australia were arrested in 

Lebanon for allegedly raising funds for the Islamic State: 

“Barakat appeared before a military court in Lebanon on Friday. He faces charges of 

fundraising for jihadists, recruiting for IS and fighting against the Lebanese army. 

The ABC understands two other dual Australian-Lebanese members of the Sydney-based 

charity are under investigation in relation to the fundraising charges.”105 

This submission is not alleging that any halal certification authorities are engaged in illegal or fraudulent 

financial activity. It is simply noting the general situation of financial and regulatory accountability in the 

wider Islamic community that has, at times, involved halal certification authorities. This submission argues 

that it should at least be a matter of interest for this inquiry that AFIC and SICHMA, reported to be linked 

with numerous alleged financial irregularities, are halal certification authorities.  

 

3.4.6 Significant Muslim affiliation with criminal organisations 

Unfortunately, there appears to be a significant Muslim membership base in some criminal organisations. 

Again, this submission is not alleging that halal certification authorities are linked with criminal organisations. 

It is simply noting the general context of criminal activity and its apparent reliance on an Islamic membership 

base in some cases. 

 The Australian reported in March 2007 that bikie gangs had links with Middle Eastern groups and 

were using Islamic symbols. 

“Supt Gere and Ms Lobez say gangs across Australia have formed relationships with Middle 

Eastern and Asian crime gangs and mafia-type groups. 

In Perth, the Coffin Cheaters are linked with the Scorpions and the Sword Boys, who wear 

miniature scimitars or curved swords. 

The Sword Boys were a local street gang before allegedly running drugs for the Cheaters.”106 

 The Courier Mail reported in December 2010 about a new bikie gang named ‘Soldiers of Islam’: 

                                                           
103 http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-06-27/muslim-state-councils-accused-of-avoiding-accountability/6577366  
104 http://www.theaustralian.com.au/national-affairs/education/muslim-schools-forced-to-pay-afic/story-fn59nlz9-
1227393736387  
105 http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-07-03/australian-charity-investigated-for-alleged-is-links/6591174  
106 http://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/bikie-gangs-run-nightclub-drug-scene/story-e6frg6n6-1111113215431  

http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-06-27/muslim-state-councils-accused-of-avoiding-accountability/6577366
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/national-affairs/education/muslim-schools-forced-to-pay-afic/story-fn59nlz9-1227393736387
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/national-affairs/education/muslim-schools-forced-to-pay-afic/story-fn59nlz9-1227393736387
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-07-03/australian-charity-investigated-for-alleged-is-links/6591174
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/bikie-gangs-run-nightclub-drug-scene/story-e6frg6n6-1111113215431


62 
 

 

“Police have discovered pictures of Osama bin Laden at a Gold Coast home linked to a 

worrying new bikie gang called Soldiers of Islam, whose members include former Iraqi 

soldiers.”107 

 The Advertiser reported in February 2012 that the slain son of a bikie gang leader was buried in an 

Islamic ritual: 

“IT was a quiet, sombre Muslim funeral. No bikes, no bravado, and no sign of the brutal gang 

war that claimed Giovanni Focarelli's young life. 

Calm prevailed among the gangland mates and family of Focarelli as they gathered for his 

final farewell on Friday.”108 

 The Courier Mail reported in October 2013 that bikie gangs were targeting Muslims for recruitment: 

“Sources say gangs such as the Bandidos are embracing multiculturalism, signing up 

Lebanese, Turkish and Balkan members, many from Sydney and Melbourne.”109 

 The ABC reported in November 2013 that Afghan elements of the Brothers 4 Life bikie gang were 

behind a violent turf war: 

“Police believe an Afghan faction inside the notorious Brothers 4 Life gang is responsible for a 

recent outbreak of bloody and indiscriminate gun violence in Sydney. 

The leader of the breakaway faction is an Afghanistan-born 30-year-old whose family sought 

asylum in Australia.”110 

 In April 2014, Zaky Mallah released a You Tube video threatening violence against a certain named 

person and claiming that at least three different bikie gangs in Sydney contained Muslims who would 

be prepared to use violence against him.111 

 

 The Sydney Morning Herald reported in August 2014 that an Australian fighting for the Islamic State 

had criminal links: 

“An underworld clash between Khaled Sharrouf and other crime figures over attempts to 

collect a disputed $9 million debt precipitated Sharrouf's departure to the Middle East to join 

murderous extremist group, the Islamic State. 

Sharrouf, who recently gained global infamy after pictures were posted on social media of his 

young son holding a severed head, was attempting to recover the debt in the months before 

his departure for Iraq. 

                                                           
107 http://www.couriermail.com.au/news/queensland/new-bikie-gang-called-soldiers-of-islam-is-gaining-momentum-
on-the-gold-coast/story-e6freoof-1225969788870  
108 http://www.adelaidenow.com.au/news/south-australia/vince-focarelli-denied-bail-to-attend-the-funeral-of-his-son-
giovanni/story-e6frea83-1226266684764  
109 http://www.couriermail.com.au/news/queensland/criminal-bikie-gangs-boost-numbers-with-young-muslim-and-
eastern-european-recruits/story-fnihsrf2-1226733840346  
110 http://www.abc.net.au/news/2013-11-19/afghan-faction-splits-brothers-4-life-gang/5103596  
111 http://bernardgaynor.com.au/revealed-australian-made-islamic-death-threats/  
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Sharrouf was muscle for hire in the Sydney underbelly, working closely with bikies, drug 

dealers and underworld identities before leaving Australia on his brother's passport.”112 

 The Daily Mail reported in November 2014 that Islamic extremists were joining bikie gangs: 

“Police say Islamic extremists are teaming up with outlaw motorcycle gangs, using radical 

Islam as a justification to join the groups.”113 

 The Age reported in January 2015 that police were preparing for a spike in crime following the 

release of a prisoner with a significant following of Muslims: 

“Police are preparing for a major spike in outlaw motorcycle gang related crime with the 

pending release of an influential prisoner recruited to the Mongols while serving a sentence 

for two attempted murders. 

According to jail sources Mohammad Akbar Keshtier, 43, also known as Afghan Ali, is the 

acknowledged leader of a gang of Muslim prisoners held in maximum security jails. 

"When he was moved to Barwon there were about 50 Muslim inmates waiting to pay 

homage to him," the source said.”114 

 The Daily Telegraph reported in February 2015 that a senior bikie member had converted to Islam: 

“A SENIOR Bandidos bikie with links to Sydney’s notorious Brothers 4 Life gang and Muslim 

radicals has converted to Islam… 

… Brothers For Life began life as a loose association of members from the Bankstown-

Greenacre area in Sydney’s southwest, drawn from gangs including the Assyrian Kings, 

Dlasthr - “The Last Hour” - and the Muslim Brotherhood under the leadership of convicted 

murderer Bassam Hamzy. 

They terrorised western Sydney and were responsible for a spate of shooting as a tit for tat 

internal power struggle erupted in 2013.”115 

This submission notes that there are many more reported examples linking criminal activity with an Islamic 

membership base. It also notes that one halal certification authority has close family connections to alleged 

criminal activity, although there is no evidence that this person was involved in that criminal activity. 

However, he was fined for inadequate weapon storage.116 

 

                                                           
112 http://www.smh.com.au/national/jihadist-was-a-muscle-for-hire-20140822-3e5ra.html  
113 http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2843385/Islamic-Radicals-joining-forces-outlaw-bikie-gangs.html  
114 http://www.theage.com.au/victoria/police-braced-for-bikie-crime-rise-following-mohammad-akbar-keshtiers-
release-20150116-12rk53.html  
115 http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/news/nsw/brothers-4-life-linked-bandidos-bikie-brett-kaos-pechey-converts-to-
islam/story-fni0cx12-1227228275077  
116 http://www.perthnow.com.au/news/western-australia/wa-islamic-council-head-rateb-jneid-cleared-over-gun-
storage/story-fnhocxo3-1227076538647  
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3.4.7 Halal certification authority attempts to conceal Syrian donation 

Noting the general details listed in the sections above, this submission does argue that this inquiry should 

examine the financial operations of the Islamic Council of Western Australia (ICWA), particularly as its 2013 

annual report raises serious questions about the transfer of funds to Syria. 

The President’s Report states that the Islamic Council halal subcommittee has been made functional and that 

the organisation is hoping for certification to begin raising revenue. Then the President, Dr Rateb Jneid, 

makes the following statement: 

“During the year the ICWA has made ongoing donations to Syria because of the difficult civil 

conditions. The donations were through the Al Imdaad Charity, to ensure that no recriminations could 

be directed at ICWA.”  

President’s Report, Islamic Council of Western Australia 2013 Annual Report 

This submission notes that it is unknown why the ICWA decided to distance itself from its transfer of funds to 

Syria. However, it does note that the Al Imdaad charity based in the United Kingdom is affiliated with Al 

Imdaad in Australia. The United Kingdom branch of Al Imdaad has sparked controversy for the following 

reasons: 

 It provided funds to the Turkish-based charity IHH Humanitarian Relief Foundation.117 Turkish police 

arrested two of IHH Humanitarian Relief Foundation’s members for supporting al Qaeda in 2014.118 

 

 It provided funds to an organisation reportedly aligned with the Muslim Brotherhood (a banned 

terrorist organisation in Egypt), the Zamzam Foundation.119 

This submission also notes that other halal certification authorities in Australia are linked with Islamic Relief 

Australia International.120 The United Arab Emirates listed Islamic Relief as a terrorist organisation in 2014, 

although media reporting also indicates that this listing may not be justified.121 

This submission also notes that recently some Australian halal certification authorities have signed a secret 

agreement in Mecca. This agreement was organised by a Wahhabist leader and it appears that it may direct 

halal certification authorities that sign this agreement to transfer some proceeds to an international fund 

established to promote Islamic concepts and programs.122  

 

3.4.8 Key points 

Halal certification schemes are funding Islamic programs in Australia from the revenues generated by 

certification and paid for by the majority non-Islamic consumer base in this country. Furthermore, while 

there is no evidence that halal certification schemes are knowingly funding terrorism, there is a ‘perfect 

                                                           
117 http://apps.charitycommission.gov.uk/Accounts/Ends87/0001140187_AC_20130331_E_C.pdf  
118 http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2014/01/14/turkey-qaeda-erdogan-assad/4471453/  
119 http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/11114599/Government-donation-to-Muslim-Charities-Forum-
denounced-as-madness.html  
120 http://www.halal-australia.com.au/recognition-and-affiliation/  
121 http://www.civilsociety.co.uk/governance/news/content/18588/islamic_relief_labelled_as_terrorist_group_by_uae  
122 http://www.theaustralian.com.au/in-depth/community-under-siege/halal-certification-charter-signed-in-secret-in-
mecca/story-fnubfp6c-1227367563146  
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storm’ of conditions that are allowing terrorist groups to profit, even from legitimate charities. Some halal 

certification authorities are operating as charities, or contributing to charities, including overseas. 

 Halal certification authorities state that they are funding Islamic programs and mosques in Australia 

from the proceeds of certification. 

 

 The lack of labelling means that consumers have no way of knowing if they are purchasing food 

items that have contributed to halal certification schemes and therefore Islamic programs. 

 

 Halal certification schemes are generating revenues far in excess of the costs of certification. 

 

 Halal certification schemes are operating under a varied mix of regulatory provisions. Some are 

registered charities, while some are profit making businesses. Some profit making businesses are not 

registered for GST. 

 

 Muslims are required to pay a compulsory tax or donation under Sharia law each year. This is to be 

used for specific causes, including armed jihad. 

 

 Terrorist groups are being funded by bogus charities, while government reports recognise that even 

well-intentioned and legitimate charities can be manipulated to divert funds to terrorist groups. 

 

 Australia’s Islamic community has a controversial record of financial and regulatory accountability. 

 

 Some criminal organisations appear to have strong Muslim membership bases. 

 

 At least one Australian halal certification authority has seemingly attempted to conceal donations to 

Syria. 

 

 Australian halal certification authorities have signed an international agreement that appears to 

direct that a certain percentage of halal certification costs are transferred overseas. 
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3.5 Halal concerns (part 5): cost 
 

3.5.1 Certification cost 

It is difficult to determine the exact costs of halal certification for individual businesses because there is not 

much information publicly available. However, there are some costs that have been reported: 

 A court case regarding faked halal certification certificates states that the average cost of 

certification for a kebab store is $5,000 annually and $30,000 annually for wholesale suppliers.123 

 

 According to an ABC ‘Fact Check’, the Byron Bay Cookie Company pays $1,500 per year for 

certification, while Fleurieu Milk Company would have paid a $1,000 certification fee for a $50,000 

contract.124 

 

 According to the Courier Mail, one beef producer was quoted $27,000 per month in fees payable to 

an Indonesian halal certification organisation.125 Australian halal certification organisations have also 

paid fees to Indonesian organisations. Fees covered costs for Islamic schools and mosques in 

Indonesia and failure to pay has meant some businesses have not been able to export. 

 

 The Halal Australia website does not quote certification costs, but lists a $110 application fee with an 

additional $55 application fee for every additional site. This fee does not guarantee certification. 

Actual certification fees vary based on factors such as product category, halal risk factors and the 

need for ongoing support systems.126 

 

 The Islamic Council of Queensland website sells certification fees for $400.127 

 

 According to the AFIC website, food producers pay a royalty for certification and must provide AFIC 

access to their financial records in order for that royalty to be calculated.128 

While the costs of halal certification vary widely, it can be seen that in some cases fees are a significant 

impost on businesses. In fact, the court case mentioned above demonstrates that this impost can be so large 

that businesses will attempt to fake certification.  

Furthermore, it appears likely that costs may affect a number of businesses. For instance, in order to receive 

certification from the Halal Certification Authority each food ingredient (as well as storage, manufacturing 

and cleaning equipment) needs to be approved by an imam. From the information on the Halal Certification 

Authority’s webpage, each supplier must effectively be halal certified before the original applicant can be 

certified.129 Obviously, this process may need to go through a number of iterations back to original source 

                                                           
123 http://www.davies.com.au/ip-news/federal-court-awards-additional-damages-for-flagrant-infringement-of-halal  
124 http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-04-14/fact-check-does-halal-certification-fund-terrorism/6383238  
125 http://www.news.com.au/national/aussie-firms-paying-inflated-price-to-have-halal-certification/story-fncynjr2-
1226743120181  
126 http://www.halal-australia.com.au/fees-and-charges/  
127 http://icq.net.au/halal-certificate-products/  
128 http://muslimsaustralia.com.au/halal-accreditation-2/#respond  
129 https://www.halalauthority.org/index.php?page=Certification-Procedure  
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suppliers and may involve expensive and lengthy investigations throughout the entire food industry’s 

production, storage and transportation network. 

The total cost of halal certification in Australia is not publicly available either. However, it is possible to 

reasonably estimate figures. 

 According to documents lodged with the Australian Charities and Not-For-Profit Commission, AFIC 

generated $860,000 in halal certification fees in 2012. This was an increase in revenue of about 21% 

over the previous year.130 

 

 According to documents lodged with the Australian Charities and Not-For-Profit Commission, 

SICHMA generated $1,109,000 in halal certification fees in 2014. This was an increase in revenue of 

about 6% over the previous year.131 This submission notes that SICHMA has no employees. 

 

 Given these figures and the increase in revenue, it would be reasonable to expect that these two 

certification authorities generated about $2,200,000 in halal certification fees this year. 

The Halal Certification Authority claims that is controls 80% of the market share for halal certification in 

Australia. If this claim is correct, and if AFIC and SICHMA make up the balance of halal certification fees, then 

the total amount of halal certification fees charged in Australia in 2015 would be at least $11,000,000 per 

year. 

However, we do know that there are numerous other certification authorities, with 22 registered for export 

with the Department of Agriculture. Consequently, it is likely that the total costs of halal certification fees are 

greater than the minimum estimate above. Regardless, this submission notes that it is obvious that some 

millions of dollars in certification fee costs are incurred by food producers each year. It is unreasonable to 

assume that food producers are charitably absorbing this cost on behalf of consumers. There can be no 

doubt that it is passed on, as are all costs, so that producers can cover their costs and make a profit. 

 

3.5.2 Auditing cost 

Halal certification fees are not the only cost of certification. There are ongoing audit costs. Again, these are 

not publicly available. However, this submission does note that SICHMA has reported it received over 

$400,000 in halal auditing fees in 2014. The previous year it did not generate any revenue from auditing 

fees.132 

Documentation from the Western Australian Halal Authority (WAHA) states that certified organisations are to 

be approved by the WAHA Shariah Board. Following certification, companies are to submit quarterly audit 

reports.133 The WAHA audit form is nine pages long and even includes questions in relation to prayer rooms 

for Muslim employees. The fit out for these facilities alone would be expensive. 

Given the fact that SICHMA’s report show that halal auditing fees were not paid in 2013, this submission 

notes that it is possible that halal audits are a relatively new process and that these may result in significant 

new and additional costs for businesses to incur annually. This submission also notes that apart from the 

                                                           
130 http://www.acnc.gov.au/RN52B75Q?ID=6E1DECE6-1D82-495D-99BC-F1B713EE25D3&noleft=1  
131 http://www.acnc.gov.au/RN52B75Q?ID=951F8CFA-34C6-4FBF-9617-8E03A6717836&noleft=1  
132 http://www.acnc.gov.au/RN52B75Q?ID=951F8CFA-34C6-4FBF-9617-8E03A6717836&noleft=1 
133 http://www.halalbooklet.com/downloads/WAHA_Certification_Procedure.doc  
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direct auditing fee, businesses must incur other costs, including time spent on regular audits and the 

compliance costs that must be built into the food production process. These costs may well exceed the 

actual costs of initial certification. 

 

3.5.3 Other business costs 

Besides the certification and auditing fees, there are other costs that business must incur. For instance, meat 

processors must have two separate supply lines as any meat that is deemed not halal must be segregated. 

This is not just to ensure that pork products are separated. Rather, it is to ensure that meat from an animal 

that is not killed the appropriate way is segregated (for example, if it dies from the stunning process rather 

than the sacrificial ritual). As such, any halal certified meat producer will be required to build two separate 

supply chains even if they do not process animals that are considered haram under Sharia law.  

This submission notes that these other business costs can be quite significant. For example, for an abattoir to 

maintain certification with the WAHA, its production processes must meet the following requirements134: 

 It must meet administrative requirements for both the WAHA and any relevant foreign halal 

certification authorities. 

 

 It must develop procedures and clean all machinery between halal and non-halal slaughters. 

 

 It must have a procedure for removing carcases that have been downgraded from halal, effectively 

establishing a second supply chain. 

 

 It must develop procedures for the storage and security of halal certification certificates. 

 

 Muslim slaughtermen must carry registration cards. 

 

 Stunning and slaughtering techniques must be in accordance with Sharia law. 

 

 Checks on the stunning and slaughtering techniques must be done by a Muslim. 

 

 Records must be kept each day in relation to halal carcases, cold room storage and product transfer. 

 

 All halal carcases must be stamped. 

 

 Offal must be processed in accordance with Sharia law. 

 

 There must be separation of halal and non-halal equipment. 

 

 These procedures must be applied and repeated for carcases in the boning room and cold room. 

 

 There must be separation between halal and non-halal products throughout the processing and 

transportation supply lines. 

                                                           
134 http://www.halalbooklet.com/downloads/WAHA_Audit_Form.doc  
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 All staff must be trained to understand the sensibilities of Muslims in relation to halal processes. 

 

 These training programs must be reviewed. 

 

 Facilities must be provided for an Islamic prayer room. 

 

 Production processes must allow time for prayer. 

Obviously, simply meeting these requirements is going to impose significant costs on a business quite apart 

from certification and auditing fees. That these costs are prohibitive is made clear in a statement I received 

from Woolworths on 30 June 2015 while preparing for this submission: 

“Woolworths is not in a position to meet the requirements for halal accreditation as this involves 

many additional requirements for each store to achieve accreditation.” 

Email received from a Woolworth’s representative, dated 30 June 2015 (emphasis added) 

In addition, it appears that numerous halal certification authorities will not provide certification unless food 

companies ensure that they do not produce ‘haram’ food. Essentially, certification under these conditions 

means that companies will cease producing items that the non-Muslim majority in Australia have happily and 

safely consumed in the past. This may also reduce production and profits for businesses, while reducing 

choice for consumers. 

In all, this submission notes that a very conservative estimate of halal certification, audit and other costs may 

amount to an annual figure of $20 million per year. Consequently, the 1982 Royal Commission into the 

Australian Meat Industry should be compulsory reading for this inquiry. It slammed the profits taken by AFIC 

and other halal certifiers which were estimated in total to cost less than $600,000 per year in 1982. 

“In any event, whether the annual cost of certification is $580 000 or $230 000, it is a significant cost 

to the industry which should be contained as far as possible if Australia is to remain competitive in 

Islamic markets. The past system has meant that Australian meat producers have been paying fees 

which, in part, have been devoted to the general purposes of Islamic groups in this country. This 

should not be permitted to continue.”135 

Royal Commission into the Australian Meat Industry, September 1982 

One fails to see how a certification scheme that may well have increased in costs by a factor of at least 34 in 

just 33 years is not a financial impost on businesses and consumers. It is also difficult to understand how the 

reduction of halal costs was considered to be important for export competitiveness in Islamic markets in 

1982, while in 2015 businesses seem to be arguing that the imposition of halal certification costs improves 

their competitiveness. 

 

                                                           
135 file:///C:/Users/Bernard/OneDrive/Documents/8.%20Writing/Submissions/Food%20Certification/VPARL1982-
85No52B.pdf  
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3.5.4 Religious cost 

Halal certification is not simply about food. It is about ensuring that food, the supply chain and even workers 

comply with Islamic Sharia law. 

As such, halal certification comes with a religious cost. This cost is not quantifiable in economic terms, but it 

is rather measured in social terms. Australia is a Christian nation and all its institutions and laws are rooted in 

Christian principles. That being said, Australia has a very tolerant approach to religious belief and Australian 

society prides itself on freedom and choice. 

Halal certification schemes must be seen for what they are: they are not about religious choice. Rather, they 

are about imposing Islamic dominance and raising funds for Islamic propagation.  

If halal certification schemes were about choice and simply meeting the needs of the Islamic community, 

they would not need to impose themselves across almost the entire food supply chain in Australia. They 

would only need to ensure that enough food was certified to meet the needs of the very small Islamic 

minority in Australia. 

Unfortunately, the widespread imposition of halal certification is now denying religious choice to the non-

Islamic majority. In particular, they have lost the freedom not to eat meat sacrificed to the Islamic god, Allah. 

In Australia and elsewhere in the world, this loss of religious freedom over food is resulting in a 

corresponding loss of freedom in other areas. 

 Barbeques on Christmas Island for general public use have been designated for halal only meat. 

 

Image 11: This public facility has been designated for halal only meat by the Shire of Christmas Island. 

 

http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au


71 
 

 

 The Oxford University Press has banned the word pork from its publications.136 

 

 Employees in a United Kingdom business were told in 2012 that they could no longer eat pork in 

their workplace. 

 

 

Image 12: Employees at the United Kingdom retailer ‘Boo Hoo’ were informed in 2012 that they cannot eat pork products at work. 

 

 

                                                           
136 http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/11345369/Oxford-University-Press-bans-use-of-pig-sausage-or-pork-
related-words-to-avoid-offending-Muslims.html  
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 A meat production facility in the United States has banned employees from bringing ham 

sandwiches and other pork products to the workplace for the lunch.137 

 

 

Image 13: Employees at Crescent Foods Plant are forbidden from bringing pork products to the workplace. 

 

                                                           
137 http://myhalalkitchen.com/a-fascinating-glimpse-at-the-crescent-foods-plant-tour/  
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3.5.5 Key points 

Halal certification comes at a cost. This does not only include certification fees, but also includes auditing 

costs and the costs incurred from structuring production and supply chains to comply with Sharia law. There 

is also a cost in relation to choice and religious freedom. 

 Information about certification fees show that the costs can be significant, such that businesses have 

sought to fake certification. 

 

 In order to receive certification, some halal certification authorities are requiring all suppliers for 

that business be certified as well. 

 

 The total cost of certification fees alone in Australia is likely to exceed $11 million. 

 

 Auditing fees appear to be new additional costs incurred by businesses and may well exceed the 

actual costs of certification. 

 

 Businesses must incur other costs, including a mandatory second supply chain for meat producers to 

handle carcases that have been downgraded from halal. 

 

 Business must incur other costs including the provision of prayer rooms and training on Islamic 

sensibilities. These other costs are likely to be at least as expensive as the costs of certification. 

 

 Certified businesses may be required to cease producing certain product types. 

 

 Businesses seemingly are required to provide their financial records to halal certification authorities. 

 

 It is unreasonable to assume that businesses are charitably absorbing the costs of certification, halal 

audits and the costs related to meeting Sharia law requirements. There can be no doubt that these 

costs are passed onto the primarily non-Islamic consumer base. A very conservative estimate would 

estimate that these costs exceed $20 million annually. 

 

 Evidence shows that choice and religious freedom are being curtailed with the rise of halal 

certification. 
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3.6 Halal concerns (part 6): halal creep 
 

3.6.1 Halal is more than food – it’s a way of life 

Halal is a way of life. This is made clear in numerous Islamic publications and websites, including on the 

Islamic Council of Victoria’s webpage.138 

As such, under Sharia law there are provisions dictating regulations over every aspect of life from business 

transactions through to washing rituals. For instance, A Summary of Islamic Jurisprudence, (Volumes 1 and 2) 

by Dr Salih al-Fazwan has chapters dedicated to the following topics (among many others): 

 Purification and Water 

 Etiquette of Answering Call of Nature 

 Menstruation and Postnatal Bleeding 

 Times When Prayer is Forbidden 

 Giving Zakah 

 Jihad 

 Selling Fruits 

 Loaning and Loans 

 Kinds of Partnership 

 Trusts 

 Gifts and Donations 

 Inheritance of a Fetus 

 Marriage 

 Divorce 

 Breastfeeding 

 Amounts of Diyah (Blood Money) 

 Food 

Obviously, many of these areas relate to business directly, such as those that deal with financial transactions. 

However, other will relate indirectly, such as rules on breastfeeding because Islamic women will form part of 

a workplace. 

As such, it is reasonable to expect that halal certification authorities for businesses will increasingly seek to 

impose other facets of Islamic Sharia law in the certification process. They not only have a religious interest 

in doing so, but a financial one. Halal certification is lucrative. 

 

3.6.2 There’s always room to be more halal 

Given the above, it is clear that there is much more room to be halal. It is conceivable and likely that halal 

certification will gradually grow to encompass other aspects of business activity, including by ensuring that 

businesses only use Islamic Sharia finance, that employees handling food are deemed to be Muslims of good 

standing and even that bathroom facilities in the workplace comply with Sharia law. This may well sound 

                                                           
138 http://www.icv.org.au/index.php/publications/what-is-halal  
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farfetched, but so does the idea that the majority of Australia’s meat is sacrificed to the Islamic god and that 

is happening today. 

Again, this is not simply mere speculation. In one example from Malaysia, a hotel has dictated that a lift be 

used only for halal certified food. As a result, a Chinese business cannot use the lift and food must be 

transported via a set of stairs.139 

 

Image 14: A Malaysian hotel has banned non-halal food from a lift, meaning that a Chinese restaurant must transport food via a 
staircase. 

This submission does note that once businesses have incurred the cost of obtaining certification, there will 

be little desire to risk loss of certification by failing to comply with a gradual increase in requirements. Doing 

so would effectively mean that the considerable costs invested in obtaining halal certification are wasted. 

 

3.6.3 Key points 

Halal is a way of life dictated by Islamic Sharia law. This law covers everything from business transactions to 

toilets. 

 Halal certification authorities are likely to increasingly seek to impose Islamic Sharia law over all 

aspects of a business before certification is provided in the future. There are religious and financial 

incentives to do so. 

 

 Halal certification will likely result in demands for further ‘Muslim only’ jobs and employees. 

 

 Once certification is obtained, businesses are less likely to object to a gradual increase in 

requirements to comply with Sharia law, especially as costs already incurred are likely to be viewed 

as an investment. 

 

 Halal certification will likely result in demands that unfairly disadvantage non-Islamic compliant 

businesses.  

                                                           
139 http://www.freemalaysiatoday.com/category/nation/2013/01/10/hotel-explains-halal-signboards/  
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3.7 Halal concerns (part 7): religious bribery and extortion 
 

3.7.1 The chicken controversy speaks for itself 

Halal is not simply a means of ensuring a Sharia law complaint food industry. Even Islamic authors have 

recognised that the demand for certification and the competition between certifiers may result from a desire 

to illegally obtain market dominance. 

As detailed earlier in this report, there was a controversy surrounding the halal certification of chicken meat 

in Australia in 2013. This excerpt from an article written for muslimvillage.com is concerning reading: 

“However, it is clear that a serious conflict of interest arises when you control an organization that is 

a Halal certifying authority and then that body publicly calls for a boycott of a direct competitor of a 

company you have a 50% share in. 

When this was put to a representative of Taqwa, they responded that Kassem Butchery is not a direct 

competitor of Fresh Poultry as it is only a wholesaler and not a processor of Halal chicken. It is very 

difficult to accept such an argument because Fresh Poultry is not just a processor, but also a 

wholesale and retail supplier and thus is a direct competitor to Kassem Butchery. The evidence of this 

is the fact that Giglio’s recommends Kassem Butchery and that Kassem Butchery does not supply 

Fresh Poultry chicken. 

Of growing concern are reports that the issue is now moving beyond chicken with questions now 

being raised regarding red meat. This raises the question of who will be targeted next. Companies like 

Abu Ahmad Butchery/Fettayleh, who are currently approved by Taqwa as a red meat supplier, must 

be having sleepless nights. In the interests of full transparency, it should be noted that Abu Ahmed 

Butchery/Fettalyleh only currently supply Halal machine slaughtered chicken. 

The other major unanswered question is why would Taqwa want to see the collapse of the only 

Muslim owned and controlled Halal hand slaughterhouse in Australia that employs over 70 people, 

mostly Muslims, and has the capacity to supply the whole Muslim community? This may not have 

been their intention, but it is a potential consequence from a public call to boycott Fresh Poultry. 

Taqwa should have taken this into account before making such an announcement. This is not only for 

Islamic reasons, but the enormous potential legal liability that the Directors of Taqwa could 

personally face from Fresh Poultry, Red Lea and all effected businesses, if their call to boycott due to 

products being not 100% Halal could not be legally substantiated. 

If Fresh Poultry were to collapse due to a boycott, the only party to benefit from such a move is 

Giglio’s, a non Muslim owned competitor that openly sells pork products. To take away such an asset 

from the control of the Muslim community would be an enormous loss to us all. 

When this was put to a representative from Taqwa the response was that they would rather trust 

and deal with a non Muslim company than a dishonest Muslim owned one. Leaving aside all the 

factual evidence shown thus far that raises serious questions about the competence of Taqwa as 

Halal certifiers, the complete lack of foresight in such thinking is as disappointing as it is destructive. 

This is further compounded by the fact that if Fresh Poultry where to shut down, Giglios can only 

currently supply about 5000 chickens a week or about 16% of the current production of Fresh Poultry 
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(30,000 a week) – with no guarantee that it can increase production. The response from Taqwa to 

this was that people should simply stop eating chicken. 

Despite the obvious impracticality of such advice, this provides no commercial solution to the dozens 

of restaurant owners and butchers who rely on and have full confidence in Fresh Poultry. Companies 

such as Ahmad Chami Butchery, Darwiche Butchery, Dougies Grill and many more. In some instances, 

such as is the case with Dougies and their purchase of chicken burger patties, there is no alternative 

Halal hand slaughtered supplier to Fresh Poultry for certain products. This will prove an interesting 

dilemma for the soon to open Dougies Flame Grill Auburn store which is reportedly going to be part 

owned by parties alleged to be closely associated with Masjid Al Noor. 

For the record all the above-mentioned businesses have indicated that they had full confidence in 

Fresh Poultry and would continue to be supplied by them. This is sadly not the case with many other 

businesses. MuslimVillage have received numerous reports of take away food outlets and restaurants 

being threatened with boycott unless they change over supply to Giglio’s/Kassem Butchery. Many of 

these business owners have reported that they did not want to leave Fresh Poultry, but are in fear of 

losing business if they don’t. 

This at the end of the day is the central issue at the heart of this Halal controversy. 

This is not just about Halal standards, which is an issue – among a host of many – that requires 

strong leadership from a reputable body like the Australian National Imams Council to give guidance 

on and resolve. This is about the forceful imposition of the personal interpretation of Islam by a small 

number of vocal and intimidating people upon the majority of Muslims in our community.”140 

When Halal becomes Haram, more Taqwa is needed, muslimvillage.com.au, 15 May 2013  

This article raises a number of points of concern: 

 Halal certifiers may have a conflict of interest, especially when are linked to businesses that are in 

competition with other suppliers. 

 

 The competition to secure halal certification rights from wholesalers has a direct and significant 

impact on certified businesses in the retail industry. 

 

 Muslim authors appear to believe that halal certification should be used to increase or maintain the 

control of businesses by Muslims and the Islamic community. 

 

 Muslim authors believe that certification authorities may be using halal certification to impose 

certain interpretations of Islam over the Islamic population. 

This submission notes that these concerns are echoed in an article published by The Australian earlier this 

year: 

“Power is gained and lost on two fronts: control of money and religious authority, granted by the 

masses. 

 

                                                           
140 http://muslimvillage.com/2013/05/15/39431/when-halal-becomes-haram-more-taqwa-is-needed/  
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The institutions, like AFIC, that have control of the money-making schools and halal certification 

guard their investments jealously. Civil wars have been fought in the community over this control and 

it is this that lies at the heart of AFIC’s misery.”141 

This submission also notes that other persons associated with halal certification authorities have family 

interests in meat processing. This adds further credence to concerns that halal certification schemes may be 

used to improperly secure market share and/or dominance.142 

 

3.7.2 Saudi Arabia 

While it is clear that there are serious concerns over potential conflicts of interest within Australia over halal 

certification, it is also just as clear that foreign approval of certification authorities are subject to the same 

concerns. It has long been known that Saudi Arabia has intended that halal certification be used as a means 

of funding Australia’s Islamic community in Australia, as detailed in the 1982 Royal Commission into the 

Australian Meat Industry. It noted that in 1974, a Saudi Arabian delegation gave AFIC $1.2 million to allow it 

to establish a halal certification scheme with the aim of building funding streams for the Islamic community 

in Australia.143 

The Sydney Morning Herald reported in September 2005 that Saudi Arabian influence over halal certification 

had serious consequences for control and funding of the Islamic community in Australia: 

“The certification rights from Saudi Arabia allow their owners to in turn certify the slaughtermen who 

kill animals in accordance with Islamic regulations. With a tithe on every carcass, and the market for 

Halal meat rapidly growing, the certification rights are worth millions of dollars. "There is a battle 

going on because we have made some very serious complaints to the Saudi authorities," Mr 

Mehboob said. 

Those who control the rights can build mosques, fund the training of imams in their chosen country 

and bring Islamic preachers to Australia. The money is also a vital subsidy to the new Islamic schools 

flourishing in Australia and which are a source of both influence and income for their owners.”144 

Recent reports also demonstrate that cables released by WikiLeaks confirm that the Saudi Arabian 

government influences and funds Islamic groups of its choice in Australia.145 

This submission notes that there are no clear religious reasons why some countries, such as Saudi Arabia, will 

approve certain halal certification authorities in Australia and not others. It would seem likely that there are 

non-religious reasons this occurs. Essentially, it appears that Saudi Arabian recognition of certification 

                                                           
141 http://www.theaustralian.com.au/national-affairs/opinion/in-muslim-australia-theres-divide-and-no-respected-
rule/story-e6frgd0x-1227375153989  
142 http://www.theaustralian.com.au/in-depth/community-under-siege/im-no-businessman-islamic-school-chief-
changes-his-story/story-fnubfp6c-1227383594794  
143 file:///C:/Users/Bernard/OneDrive/Documents/8.%20Writing/Submissions/Food%20Certification/VPARL1982-
85No52B.pdf  
144 http://www.smh.com.au/news/national/revealed-the-saudis-paymaster-in-
australia/2005/09/09/1125772698477.html  
145 http://www.smh.com.au/national/wikileaks-saudi-cables-reveal-secret-saudi-government-influence-in-australia-
20150620-ght4kp.html  
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authorities are linked to Saudi Arabian attempts to influence Australia’s Islamic community and, in turn, both 

Australian society and the Commonwealth itself. 

Furthermore, this submission does note that it would be bribery to pay Saudi Arabian officials a fee to secure 

a financial advantage in relation to food exports into Saudi Arabia. Halal certification does not fit this 

description directly, but it is possible that it could be abused so that it does become a form of bribery. It is 

also possible that it could be manipulated this way without the knowledge of any halal certification authority 

in Australia. 

In essence, the Saudi Arabian government determines which certification authorities may provide halal 

certification of Australian meat exports into that country. This authorisation process is not transparent, but it 

does raise considerable funds for the favoured halal certification authorities who, in turn, fund Islamic 

projects in Australia. 

As such, it is possible that the Saudi Arabian government is engaged in a form of religious bribery in Australia 

by effectively enforcing a religious fee to be paid to institutions of its choice before any meat export business 

can proceed.  

This submission notes that the same problems relate to other Islamic nations that dictate only certain halal 

authorisation authorities can certify meat exports. 

 

3.7.3 Key points 

Halal certification raises concerns over conflict of interest and foreign influence. 

 Islamic authors have noted that it appears that some halal certification authorities have seemingly 

been using certification as a means to undermine competitors and to secure market advantage for 

food businesses that they own. 

 

 It seems that some halal certification authorities have been using the certification process to impose 

their version of Islam on the wider Islamic and Australian community. 

 

 Evidence suggests that Muslims believe halal certification is a means by which the Islamic 

community can gain control of food industry businesses in order to provide employment primarily to 

Muslims. 

 

 Foreign governments, such as Saudi Arabia, are using halal certification to direct funding and control 

to Islamic organisations of their choice in Australia. 

 

 It is possible that the non-transparent decision by foreign governments to only allow certain halal 

certification authorities to certify meat exports is a form of religious bribery. 
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4.1 The last inquiries 
 

4.1.1 The 1982 Royal Commission into the Australian Meat Industry  

Concerns in relation to halal certified food are not new. In fact, the 1982 Royal Commission into the 

Australian Meat Industry made numerous recommendations in relation to halal certification. Several of them 

are worth re-examining: 

 The Royal Commission stated that halal certification should be treated like all other certification 

schemes. Unfortunately, as will be seen below, this is not the current practice with self-regulation 

being relied upon to manage certification: 

“Description of product as halal, documentation for halal product and halal slaughter stamps 

should all be accorded the same status as other product descriptions, documentation and 

stamps and attract the same penalties for misuse.”146 

 The Royal Commission stated that costs only should be reimbursed in order to eliminate a profit 

incentive to halal certification. Unfortunately, as detailed above in this submission, halal certification 

was set up as a fundraising initiative for the Islamic community by the Saudi Arabian government 

and continues to be just that today. 

“The reasonable costs, and only those costs, incurred by AFIC and the other bodies in the 

performance of their supervisory functions should be reimbursed.”147 

 

4.1.2 The 2011 Review of Food Labelling Law and Policy 

In 2011 a report, Labelling Logic, was published after a review into Australia’s food labelling laws. It did not 

look into issues of halal certification specifically, but it did provide recommendations that apply to the 

labelling of halal certified foods in general. These recommendations clearly demonstrate that halal 

certification schemes are failing. As a result, this report demonstrates the need for more decisive action to 

ensure that the needs of consumers are met in the face of a clear market failure. 

The 2011 report defined halal certification as a consumer values issue and therefore should be self-

regulated. This submission does not disagree with the assessment that halal certification is a consumer 

values issue, but disagrees that self-regulation is appropriate. This submission notes that the 2011 report 

considered halal certification from the point of view that some consumers may want certification, while 

assuming that the majority will be indifferent to it. This may well be the case for other consumer values 

issues, such as ‘free range’, where some consumers are willing to pay more for certified products and the 

majority are comfortable paying less for products that comply with general industry standards. However, 

halal certification differs in that it is a religious certification (and therefore is of interest to both Muslims and 

those that do not wish to be Muslim), there is no clear labelling and price factors are built in such that all 

consumers pay for certification costs. 

This submission argues that the majority are not indifferent to halal certification schemes designed to ensure 

that food complies with Sharia law. In fact, it recognises research finding that the majority of Australians 

                                                           
146 http://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/papers/govpub/VPARL1982-85No52B.pdf  
147 Ibid. 
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oppose Islam and argues that there is a compelling public interest and desire to avoid food (particularly 

meat) that has been made Sharia law compliant through the addition of an Islamic animal sacrificial ritual. 

However, the Labelling Logic report is still worth examining because it recognises that consumer value 

labelling may need additional regulation in certain circumstances. This submission argues that all those 

circumstances are met with halal certification. 

 The 2011 report recommended that consumer value labelling be self-regulated, except in the case of 

market failure or ineffectiveness of self-regulation: 

“The modes of intervention for consumer values issues should be self-regulatory but subject 

to more prescriptive forms of intervention in cases of market failure or the ineffectiveness of 

self-regulatory schemes.”148 

 The 2011 report identified that consumers rely on accurate value labelling statements. 

Unfortunately, most meat products that are produced from an animal sacrificed to Allah in 

accordance with Sharia law are not labelled so that this ‘input’ value can be clearly identified. The 

problem is not that the value labelling is false. It is that there is mostly no labelling at all to identify 

the religious nature of this food: 

“When value statements are made on labels, these consumers rely on their accuracy and 

base their purchases on them. Therefore labelling for consumer values issues should be 

monitored and given a high priority by government.”149 

 The 2011 report identified that halal certification (along with other consumer value issues) lent itself 

to clear labelling because it provided an opportunity for producers to gain a market edge. 

Unfortunately, as mentioned above and elsewhere in this submission, this labelling is simply not 

there with regards to halal food and halal certification. Undoubtedly, the producer believes they are 

gaining a market edge. It is just not in Australia. As a result, the Australian consumer is not being 

provided the information they require about the product in order to make an informed choice. 

Furthermore, there is a strong argument that they are being denied information that the producer 

knows may well result in them suffering a market disadvantage.  

“Given consumer interests in such values issues, there are powerful incentives for industry to 

provide relevant information and thereby ensure effective operation of the market. In 

essence, if the label claim provides a supplier with a positive point of differentiation in the 

market, there is a strong incentive for the supplier to adopt such a claim and for consumers 

to respond. For example, some suppliers may be able to realise a market advantage by 

highlighting a specific means of production (e.g., ‘organic’, ‘free range’). This tends to be the 

case when the differentiated product is not the industry norm. The Panel has taken the view 

that where the market operates efficiently there is no need for mandatory regulation, 

although in certain cases with specific values issues there may be advantages in developing a 

prescriptive definitional framework to ensure a level playing field.”150 

                                                           
148 
http://foodlabellingreview.gov.au/internet/foodlabelling/publishing.nsf/Content/48C0548D80E715BCCA257825001E5D
C0/$File/Labelling%20Logic_2011.pdf  
149 Ibid. 
150 Ibid.  
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 The 2011 report recognises that consumer value certification schemes rely on the trust that the 

certifying body has credibility and are not simply engaged in the process of revenue raising. This 

submission argues that both of these requirements have been breached by halal certification 

authorities. 

“The role of such schemes in effectively and accurately communicating values claims hinges 

strongly on the credibility of the certifying body and the extent to which such schemes do not 

become more of a revenue raising option for the certifying agency than a truly independent 

auditing or verification process.”151 

 The 2011 report states that halal and kosher certification schemes appear to be adequately 

managed through self-regulation. However, it does recognise that additional regulation could be 

required if self-regulation prove ineffective. This submission notes that the 2011 review did not look 

specifically at issues in relation to halal certification. From the evidence presented in this submission, 

halal certification is clearly not being effectively managed by self-regulation. In fact, there is no self-

regulatory system in place to deal with the primary concerns of the majority of consumers searching 

for information: Australians who are not seeking halal food, but seeking to avoid it.  

“Halal and Kosher are two religiously based specific consumer values claims relating to food 

preparation and production processes. At this time, alert and informed communities and 

monitoring by authoritative religious bodies appear to provide the discipline necessary for 

effective self-regulation. Additional regulation may be considered in the future if monitoring 

indicates that this self-regulatory approach is ineffective.”152 

 The 2011 report states that self-regulation should be superseded by government intervention in 

cases of market failure. It identifies market failure in the case of country of origin labels precisely 

because some producers did not wish to disclose this information. This submission notes that this 

situation also applies with regards to halal certification. Consequently, according to the reasoning of 

Labelling Logic, there has been a market failure in relation to halal certification and government 

intervention is required to ensure consumer confidence. 

“The Panel proposes that market failure is the principal argument that should be advanced 

for any prescriptive intervention in food labelling in the area of consumer values issues. There 

are mutual market benefits (to buyer and seller) of promoting food with positive/aspirational 

origins (e.g., chocolate from Switzerland), yet non-reciprocal benefits from withholding such 

information when it relates to origins with perceived negative connotations (e.g., food 

products from countries with poor human rights records). This situation constitutes market 

failure and the reason for government intervention on the issue of CoOL.”153 

 

 

                                                           
151 
http://foodlabellingreview.gov.au/internet/foodlabelling/publishing.nsf/Content/48C0548D80E715BCCA257825001E5D
C0/$File/Labelling%20Logic_2011.pdf  
152 ibid.  
153 ibid.  
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4.2 The solutions 
 

This submission argues that there is a clear market failure in relation to halal certification schemes due to the 

failure to disclose or properly label those schemes and their values. This failure is compounded by the 

numerous other areas of concern raised in this submission. As such, mandatory labelling is required. This 

relates to three areas: 

 Food that has a religious element added to the production process. 

 Food that is produced by persons of a particular religion. 

 Food where certification schemes are used to raise funds for certain religious communities. 

This submission proposes a number of solutions to address the market failure of halal certification schemes. 

However, it should be noted that the recommendations in relation to food labelling and religious food 

certification are not specific to halal certification, but to religious certification in general. These 

recommendations are outlined in detail below. 

This submission also argues that voluntary self-regulation is still a useful tool in relation to ‘negative’ halal 

certification. This is particularly the case where halal certification relates to food that avoids certain products 

in order to comply with particular Islamic religious beliefs. In these circumstance, it is argued that voluntary 

industry codes should be developed and implemented so that consumers of a particular religious belief can 

be satisfied that they are complying with their beliefs, while consumers who do not hold that belief are not 

impacted in other ways, such as by covering the cost of religious certification schemes. This submission 

argues that a voluntary industry code would actually reduce producer costs and thereby benefit all 

consumers. 

This submission also provides other recommendations to assist all consumers find access to additional 

further information in relation to areas of concern. 

 

4.2.1 Recommendation 1: Mandatory disclosure of religious rituals 

Where a religious addition is made to food sold on a commercial basis such as a prayer, sacrifice, blessing or 

other ritual, this should be disclosed to consumers. 

Any food that contains food items that have been the product of a religious ritual should disclose this, 

whether the food item in question is actually certified or not. Foods that fit this description should be 

mandatorily labelled with the following words: 

“This item contains products from [brief description of religious ritual] in accordance with [religious 

adjective] [religious code]” 

In the case of halal slaughtered meat products, the label would state: 

“This item contains products from an animal sacrifice in accordance with Islamic Sharia law.” 

This labelling should be placed on food packaging. Where food is not packaged but purchased at markets, 

delis and the like, this information should be displayed with the food. This labelling (or an acceptable form of 

generic labelling) should also be included in the menu of places where food is prepared and served (such as 

restaurants). 
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This submission further recommends that specific labelling criteria regarding font size and type be consistent 

with other mandatory labelling, although religious certification should be placed inside a box of its own, with 

an example below: 

 

 

This submission makes this recommendation to ensure that all consumers are aware of the religious nature 

of religious food. This is particularly important in products that are not finally certified as being religiously 

correct (for instance, chicken products that include pork). This is because many consumers are not 

interested in purchasing food that is produced as part of a religious ritual, but are interested in avoiding 

those foods. 

 

4.2.2 Recommendation 2: Mandatory disclosure of a religious production process 

Where persons of a certain religion are specifically employed to perform specific tasks in the production 

process of food sold on a commercial basis, this should be disclosed to consumers. 

Any food that contains food items that have been produced by a person of a specifically-designated religious 

creed should disclose this, whether the food item in question is actually certified or not. Foods that fit this 

description should be mandatorily labelled with the following words: 

 “[Religious adjective] persons were specifically employed for the production of this item.” 

In the case of halal certified meat products, the label would state: 

“Muslim persons were specifically employed for the production of this item.” 

This labelling should be placed on food packaging. Where food is not packaged but purchased at markets, 

delis and the like, this information should be displayed with the food. This labelling (or an acceptable form of 

generic labelling) should also be included in the menu of places where food is prepared and served (such as 

restaurants). 

This submission further recommends that specific labelling criteria regarding font size and type be consistent 

with other mandatory labelling, although religious certification should be placed inside a box of its own, with 

an example below: 

 

 

This submission makes this recommendation to ensure that all consumers are able to find information about 

specific religious employment associated with the production of food. This is particularly important in 

products that are not finally certified as being religiously correct (for instance, chicken products that include 

pork). This is because many consumers are not interested in purchasing food that is produced by people of a 

certain religion, but are interested in avoiding producers that engage in such employment practices. 

 

This item contains 

products from an animal 

sacrifice in accordance 

with Islamic Sharia law. 

Muslim persons were 

specifically employed for 

the production of this item. 
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4.2.3 Recommendation 3: Registration of a religious workforce 

Food producers that seek food certification where they employ persons of a certain religion for certain 

elements of production should be required to comply with the following conditions: 

 They must register with an appropriate state or federal government body.  

 A license fee should be paid to the state or federal government for each person employed in such a 

capacity.  

 Each individual person employed as such must also be registered. 

 Non-Australian citizens should not be permitted to work in such capacities. 

This submission makes this recommendation to ensure that all food producers comply with appropriate state 

and federal anti-discrimination laws and to prevent non-Australians being employed for religious certification 

roles. There should be no reason why our diverse society cannot provide employees for religious certification 

beyond the needs and capacities of its own diverse communities. 

 

4.2.4 Recommendation 4: Mandatory disclosure of religious certification fees 

Where religious food certification schemes charge a fee to certify food sold on a commercial basis, this 

should be disclosed to consumers. There should be additional disclosure where certification fees are 

directed overseas. 

Food products that have religious certification should be mandatorily labelled with the following words: 

“A certification fee for this product has been paid to a/an [religious adjective] organisation. Proceeds 

from this certification fee may be used for [religious adjective] [religious buildings] and other 

[religious adjective] programs [if required these additional words], including overseas.” 

In the case of water certified halal by an Islamic organisation that donates overseas, the label would state: 

“A certification fee for this product has been paid to an Islamic organisation. Proceeds from this 

certification fee may be used for Islamic mosques and other Islamic programs, including overseas.” 

This labelling should be placed on food packaging. Where food is not packaged but purchased at markets, 

delis and the like, this information should be displayed with the food. This labelling (or an acceptable form of 

generic labelling) should also be included in the menu of places where food is prepared and served (such as 

restaurants). 

This submission further recommends that specific labelling criteria regarding font size and type be consistent 

with other mandatory labelling, although religious certification should be placed inside a box of its own, with 

an example below: 

 

 

 

This submission makes this recommendation to ensure that all consumers are able to find information about 

the proceeds of certification funding. 

 

A certification fee for this product has 

been paid to an Islamic organisation. 

Proceeds from this certification fee may 

be used for Islamic mosques and other 

Islamic programs, including overseas. 
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4.2.5 Recommendation 5: Development of an industry religious certification code 

An appropriate food industry body should develop a voluntary industry code in relation to religious food 

certification. This code should only relate to foods that require some kind of ‘negative’ certification that they 

do not breach religious laws (for example, a certification that a food product does not contain some 

prohibited substance), rather than a ‘positive’ certification that some kind of religious ritual has been 

performed. 

This submission makes this recommendation to allow the food industry and consumer groups from a 

particular religion to develop voluntary certification codes. Such a code would enable producers to 

voluntarily and freely market their food that would ordinarily be compliant anyway to particular religious 

groups, while ensuring that the wider consumer base is not impacted by increased certification costs. 

 

4.2.6 Recommendation 6: Development of industry self-regulation 

An appropriate food industry body should develop complaint mechanisms to allow efficient and effective 

responses to breaches of any voluntary industry code by producers that claim to meet the requirements of 

that code. 

This submission makes this recommendation in order to provide consumers from a particular religious belief 

with confidence in the voluntary industry code. 

 

4.2.7 Recommendation 7: Voluntary disclosure of compliance with industry code 

Where food products meet a voluntary industry religious certification code, food producers should have the 

option to voluntarily disclose this to consumers. 

Food products that meet this code may be voluntarily labelled with these suggested words: 

“This product meets the Food Industry voluntary [religious code] certification code. No certification 

fees have been paid for this product.” 

In the case of water that meets this code, the label would state: 

“This product meets the Food Industry voluntary halal certification code. No certification fees have 

been paid for this product.” 

These words should be flexible so as to be able to state if products meet multiple voluntary religious 

certification codes. 

This submission further recommends that where voluntary disclosure occurs, provision be made such that it 

is visually different from mandatory disclosures so as to avoid consumer confusion, with an example below: 

 

 

This submission makes this recommendation to provide producers with flexibility to market products to 

certain religious communities if they so desire.  

 

This product meets the Food 

Industry voluntary halal certification 

code. No certification fees have 

been paid for this product. 
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4.2.8 Recommendation 8: Registration of certification authorities 

All religious certification authorities who charge fees to certify products or who have a logo placed on any 

food products should be registered with an appropriate food industry body. 

This submission makes this recommendation to build and maintain credibility, transparency and trust in 

religious certification authorities.  

 

4.2.9 Recommendation 9: Provision of additional consumer value information 

A website managed by an appropriate food industry body be established containing any voluntary and paid 

religious food certification standards. This webpage should also allow consumers to easily identify religious 

certification logos and authorities and it should provide information about how to make any complaints in 

relation to certification issues. It should also contain information about religious certification that should be 

publicly available but that is not appropriate to place on food labels, including: 

 certification standards, 

 certification fees, 

 any conflict of interest (such as links between certifiers and producers), 

 ritual slaughter procedures, and 

 detailed statements in relation to the allocation of religious certification funds. 

This submission makes this recommendation to provide consumers with additional required information in 

order to make informed choices in relation to religious food certification. It will also provide producers with 

information to make informed choice with regards to religious certification authorities that may assist them 

to better advertise their food in order to gain a market edge. 

 

4.2.10 Recommendation 12: Appropriate exemptions for exporters 

Where appropriate, producers that export food should be able to request exemptions for exported items 

from any regulations that may result from this inquiry. These exemptions should be registered and should be 

publicly transparent. However, food producers that split supplies between the export and domestic markets 

must still be required comply with any labelling and disclosure requirements for products sold domestically. 

This submission makes this recommendation to ensure the continued growth and viability of the export 

industry. 

 

4.2.11 Recommendation 11: Further inquiry into halal certification schemes 

An inquiry of the appropriate type should be established to investigate other issues in relation to halal 

certification that are not specific to an inquiry into food labelling. This inquiry should examine any areas of 

concern including, but not limited to: 

 slaughter techniques, 

 Islamisation of the workforce, 

 issues relation to the Constitution and the establishment of the Islamic religion, 

 issues in relation to the imposition of an unlawful tax or other taxation issues, 
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 issues in relation to donations and the accountability of donations, 

 financial accountability of halal certification authorities, 

 inconsistencies in the legal structure of halal certification authorities, 

 conflicts of interest within halal certification authorities, 

 evidence of possible extortion, 

 transparency and appropriateness of certification fees, 

 the total cost impact of halal certification on the food and hospitality industry, 

 impact on social cohesion, 

 foreign influence within halal certification authorities, and 

 the aims of any foreign influence. 

This submission makes this recommendation because this inquiry may not be properly established to 

examine these issues. 

 

4.2.12 Recommendation 12: Further inquiry into unstunned slaughter 

An inquiry of the appropriate type should be established to determine whether unstunned slaughter is 

required in Australia and whether any religious exemptions are required. 

This submission makes this recommendation because this inquiry may not be properly established to 

examine these issues. 
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5.1 Support for this submission 
 

This submission has received considerable support. It was published on my website on 17 July, 2015. Those 

who wished to support it were given an option of filling in an electronic form to record their details. 

This form contained a number of fields. However, I informed all those who filled in the form that I would only 

publish their initials and suburb details. 

A total of 5,860 people supported this submission.   

Initials Postcode State 

AC 3690 Victoria 

AL 2517 New South Wales 

AL 2774 New South Wales 

AS 4109 Queensland 

AL 5000 South Australia 

AA 3810 Victoria 

AB 2444 New South Wales 

AC 2316 New South Wales 

AF 4305 Queensland 

AK 4121 Queensland 

AL 2582 New South Wales 

AL 4130 Queensland 

AP 2103 New South Wales 

AR 4210 Queensland 

AR 2099 New South Wales 

AR 6164 Western Australia 

AR 3028 Victoria 

AS 3220 Victoria 

AV 3429 Victoria 

AV 2745 New South Wales 

AW 7109 Tasmania 

AC 4110 Queensland 

AD 6330 Western Australia 

AK 2750 New South Wales 

AM 7171 Tasmania 

AW 2790 New South Wales 

AM 6065 Western Australia 

AS 2200 New South Wales 

AB 3810 Victoria 

AB 2470 New South Wales 

AC 4510 Queensland 

AC 2526 New South Wales 

AC 4350 Queensland 

AF 5602 South Australia 

AG 4110 Queensland 
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AH 4650 Queensland 

AJ 3044 Victoria 

AM 6164 Western Australia 

AT 7250 Tasmania 

AW 812 Northern Territory 

AA 4564 Queensland 

AM 3804 Victoria 

AV 6171 Western Australia 

KB 2476 New South Wales 

AQ 5114 South Australia 

AS 2287 New South Wales 

AB 2506 New South Wales 

AG 4521 Queensland 

AT 6110 Western Australia 

AB 4227 Queensland 

AC 4118 Queensland 

AB 5073 South Australia 

AC 4655 Queensland 

AD 4133 Queensland 

AL 4565 Queensland 

AY 4701 Queensland 

AR 4557 Queensland 

AD 2444 New South Wales 

AE 3060 Victoria 

AH 4221 Queensland 

AB 2000 New South Wales 

AC 2777 New South Wales 

AC 4216 Queensland 

AD 4178 Queensland 

AD 2285 New South Wales 

AE 2259 New South Wales 

AF 3380 Victoria 

AF 3175 Victoria 

AF 3100 Victoria 

AG 2560 New South Wales 

AH 3038 Victoria 

AJ 2560 New South Wales 

AM 4129 Queensland 

AM 6210 Western Australia 

AM 2914 Australian Capital Territory 

AM 2010 New South Wales 

AN 2289 New South Wales 

AO 2176 New South Wales 

AP 6062 Western Australia 

AS 4109 Queensland 
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AT 3219 Victoria 

AW 4810 Queensland 

AW 4122 Queensland 

AG 6121 Western Australia 

AS 4865 Queensland 

AW 3331 Victoria 

AL 2477 New South Wales 

AD 3854 Victoria 

AC 2304 New South Wales 

AM 6111 Western Australia 

AD 4074 Queensland 

AP 6054 Western Australia 

AV 2448 New South Wales 

AB 5098 South Australia 

AL 4559 Queensland 

AA 3199 Victoria 

AB 6155 Western Australia 

AC 5090 South Australia 

AD 2086 New South Wales 

AH 4356 Queensland 

AL 4280 Queensland 

AP 6056 Western Australia 

AB 4802 Queensland 

AD 2617 Australian Capital Territory 

AK 3133 Victoria 

AB 3976 Victoria 

AS 2450 New South Wales 

AT 4401 Queensland 

AG 6038 Western Australia 

AS 4210 Queensland 

AC 4655 Queensland 

AS 6530 Western Australia 

AU 2566 New South Wales 

AG 3060 Victoria 

AD 2558 New South Wales 

AI 870 Northern Territory 

AD 5114 South Australia 

AB 6175 Western Australia 

AU 7000 Tasmania 

AH 4000 Queensland 

AA 2160 New South Wales 

AB 5097 South Australia 

AC 7267 Tasmania 

AD 2362 New South Wales 

AH 5063 South Australia 
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AJ 4870 Queensland 

AM 2035 New South Wales 

AR 2528 New South Wales 

AG 3363 Victoria 

AH 6158 Western Australia 

AL 3095 Victoria 

AM 6324 Western Australia 

AP 3152 Victoria 

AW 2443 New South Wales 

AB 3131 Victoria 

AP 6560 Western Australia 

AK 3192 Victoria 

AM 4810 Queensland 

AB 2304 New South Wales 

AC 6155 Western Australia 

AE 4575 Queensland 

AE 3902 Victoria 

AF 3036 Victoria 

AG 4610 Queensland 

AH 5501 South Australia 

AM 4519 Queensland 

AM 4017 Queensland 

AP 4346 Queensland 

AS 3213 Victoria 

AD 2484 New South Wales 

AW 4122 Queensland 

AG 2000 New South Wales 

AK 3216 Victoria 

AT 6211 Western Australia 

AL 3138 Victoria 

AM 4350 Queensland 

AB 2652 New South Wales 

AB 6429 Western Australia 

AC 6230 Western Australia 

AC 2443 New South Wales 

AC 4670 Queensland 

AC 2460 New South Wales 

AD 4701 Queensland 

AF 2770 New South Wales 

AG 2283 New South Wales 

AH 3199 Victoria 

AH 4216 Queensland 

AH 6058 Western Australia 

AK 3844 Victoria 

AK 2446 New South Wales 
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AK 2264 New South Wales 

AL 4171 Queensland 

AM 4285 Queensland 

AN 4350 Queensland 

AO 2567 New South Wales 

AP 2777 New South Wales 

AR 2099 New South Wales 

AS 4510 Queensland 

AS 4869 Queensland 

AS 2440 New South Wales 

AW 4816 Queensland 

AD 3174 Victoria 

AL 6123 Western Australia 

AS 2330 New South Wales 

AX 3030 Victoria 

AA 2162 New South Wales 

AB 3844 Victoria 

AM 4744 Queensland 

AT 7140 Tasmania 

AC 6210 Western Australia 

AA 4507 Queensland 

AD 4305 Queensland 

AV 6110 Western Australia 

AB 4350 Queensland 

AB 4346 Queensland 

AD 3177 Victoria 

AG 4751 Queensland 

AJ 4123 Queensland 

AM 4551 Queensland 

AS 5214 South Australia 

AT 3976 Victoria 

AS 3199 Victoria 

AB 2100 New South Wales 

AB 2430 New South Wales 

AB 4285 Queensland 

AB 2200 New South Wales 

AB 5600 South Australia 

AB 2578 New South Wales 

AB 2518 New South Wales 

AB 4311 Queensland 

AC 2290 New South Wales 

AC 3019 Victoria 

AC 4105 Queensland 

AC 3042 Victoria 

AC 2611 New South Wales 
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AC 4814 Queensland 

AD 5114 South Australia 

AF 7019 Tasmania 

AG 3490 Victoria 

AH 4123 Queensland 

AH 6153 Western Australia 

AJ 5155 South Australia 

AK 4553 Queensland 

AK 4053 Queensland 

AK 2795 New South Wales 

AK 5114 South Australia 

AK 3860 Victoria 

AL 2290 New South Wales 

AM 2265 New South Wales 

AM 4858 Queensland 

AM 4021 Queensland 

AM 4819 Queensland 

AM 5095 South Australia 

AO 4157 Queensland 

AP 5065 South Australia 

AR 3658 Victoria 

AS 2047 New South Wales 

AS 3527 Victoria 

AS 2155 New South Wales 

AS 3764 Victoria 

AS 3977 Victoria 

AS 5066 South Australia 

AS 3129 Victoria 

AS 2747 New South Wales 

AT 2289 New South Wales 

AT 3179 Victoria 

AT 3977 Victoria 

AT 837 Northern Territory 

AT 4214 Queensland 

AW 2914 Australian Capital Territory 

AW 6026 Western Australia 

AW 5051 South Australia 

AW 4868 Queensland 

AW 4184 Queensland 

AY 4350 Queensland 

AA 6155 Western Australia 

AP 4868 Queensland 

AC 4064 Queensland 

AQ 2324 New South Wales 

AA 2756 New South Wales 
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AB 2210 New South Wales 

AB 3074 Victoria 

AE 5066 South Australia 

AF 2640 New South Wales 

AG 4702 Queensland 

AG 3000 Victoria 

AH 2170 New South Wales 

AJ 6081 Western Australia 

AM 2530 New South Wales 

AM 4226 Queensland 

AM 2680 New South Wales 

AP 2750 New South Wales 

AR 4560 Queensland 

AS 4746 Queensland 

AS 4211 Queensland 

AT 2602 Australian Capital Territory 

AH 4118 Queensland 

AS 7250 Tasmania 

AS 2317 New South Wales 

AN 5043 South Australia 

AR 2073 New South Wales 

AL 3058 Victoria 

AC 2319 New South Wales 

AD 3131 Victoria 

AC 3630 Victoria 

AO 3802 Victoria 

AM 6532 Western Australia 

AR 5087 South Australia 

AE 3154 Victoria 

AJ 6016 Western Australia 

AM 2316 New South Wales 

AM 4054 Queensland 

AP 3150 Victoria 

AR 4670 Queensland 

AS 4560 Queensland 

AT 4559 Queensland 

AB 7017 Tasmania 

AS 4066 Queensland 

AH 5271 South Australia 

AK 4309 Queensland 

AN 6121 Western Australia 

AP 2765 New South Wales 

AR 2783 New South Wales 

AR 2760 New South Wales 

AS 4075 Queensland 
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AB 4226 Queensland 

AF 4370 Queensland 

AH 4130 Queensland 

AH 4223 Queensland 

AK 2155 New South Wales 

AP 3550 Victoria 

AS 2322 New South Wales 

AD 3084 Victoria 

AF 6060 Western Australia 

AB 3810 Victoria 

AB 4707 Queensland 

AB 2759 New South Wales 

AC 2224 New South Wales 

AD 5252 South Australia 

AD 4385 Queensland 

AD 3198 Victoria 

AD 4671 Queensland 

AE 3831 Victoria 

AG 2259 New South Wales 

AH 4818 Queensland 

AH 3812 Victoria 

AJ 2153 New South Wales 

AJ 4218 Queensland 

AJ 4575 Queensland 

AK 2219 New South Wales 

AL 6556 Western Australia 

AM 4700 Queensland 

AM 2487 New South Wales 

AM 4211 Queensland 

AO 6064 Western Australia 

AR 6148 Western Australia 

AR 2777 New South Wales 

AR 4212 Queensland 

AS 4211 Queensland 

AS 4114 Queensland 

AV 3783 Victoria 

AV 4403 Queensland 

AW 4557 Queensland 

AB 6525 Western Australia 

AW 3193 Victoria 

AH 2575 New South Wales 

AH 7306 Tasmania 

AL 3220 Victoria 

AA 4575 Queensland 

AB 2224 New South Wales 
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AC 5093 South Australia 

AC 5162 South Australia 

AF 5162 South Australia 

AG 4213 Queensland 

AG 4737 Queensland 

AH 4670 Queensland 

AL 4077 Queensland 

AL 4310 Queensland 

AM 5023 South Australia 

AS 5606 South Australia 

AT 5238 South Australia 

AH 4564 Queensland 

AC 5162 South Australia 

AK 2261 New South Wales 

AK 4037 Queensland 

AL 6059 Western Australia 

AA 2880 New South Wales 

AA 7316 Tasmania 

AB 3018 Victoria 

AB 2083 New South Wales 

AC 3809 Victoria 

AC 2570 New South Wales 

AC 2335 New South Wales 

AC 2285 New South Wales 

AC 4153 Queensland 

AC 4510 Queensland 

AD 2643 New South Wales 

AD 3136 Victoria 

AF 3216 Victoria 

AG 2360 New South Wales 

AG 2342 New South Wales 

AH 2160 New South Wales 

AH 4721 Queensland 

AH 2428 New South Wales 

AH 4305 Queensland 

AH 4343 Queensland 

AK 4860 Queensland 

AM 4211 Queensland 

AM 3146 Victoria 

AM 6110 Western Australia 

AO 3802 Victoria 

AP 6169 Western Australia 

AP 2151 New South Wales 

AP 4650 Queensland 

AR 2780 New South Wales 
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AS 2456 New South Wales 

AS 4211 Queensland 

AS 4817 Queensland 

AY 4275 Queensland 

AZ 2150 New South Wales 

AF 4309 Queensland 

AP 2478 New South Wales 

AY 4108 Queensland 

AF 2358 New South Wales 

AG 6063 Western Australia 

AG 6063 Western Australia 

AB 2558 New South Wales 

AP 7277 Tasmania 

AH 6171 Western Australia 

AL 5159 South Australia 

AJ 3501 Victoria 

AP 4403 Queensland 

AS 6112 Western Australia 

AB 4214 Queensland 

AH 4211 Queensland 

AR 4122 Queensland 

AS 3070 Victoria 

AG 3000 Victoria 

AF 5108 South Australia 

AH 4520 Queensland 

AM 2089 New South Wales 

AD 6330 Western Australia 

AN 2120 New South Wales 

AG 3199 Victoria 

AE 5127 South Australia 

AC 4073 Queensland 

AG 4670 Queensland 

AD 2280 New South Wales 

AR 6082 Western Australia 

AC 4212 Queensland 

BA 2147 New South Wales 

BK 6031 Western Australia 

BF 3142 Victoria 

BW 6065 Western Australia 

BB 4557 Queensland 

BB 4350 Queensland 

BB 6053 Western Australia 

BC 2558 New South Wales 

BD 2162 New South Wales 

BE 4356 Queensland 
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BG 2430 New South Wales 

BH 2171 New South Wales 

BH 4220 Queensland 

BK 2518 New South Wales 

BK 4157 Queensland 

BL 4816 Queensland 

BM 4130 Queensland 

BM 4207 Queensland 

BP 3031 Victoria 

BT 4573 Queensland 

BL 2913 Australian Capital Territory 

BB 4053 Queensland 

BG 4306 Queensland 

BR 6082 Western Australia 

BW 4680 Queensland 

BB 2614 Australian Capital Territory 

BC 2642 New South Wales 

BC 6157 Western Australia 

BC 2230 New South Wales 

BD 3440 Victoria 

BE 6112 Western Australia 

BG 3136 Victoria 

BG 2162 New South Wales 

BH 5158 South Australia 

BH 6065 Western Australia 

BH 4880 Queensland 

BJ 2250 New South Wales 

BK 4573 Queensland 

BK 3931 Victoria 

BK 2340 New South Wales 

BL 4171 Queensland 

BM 2450 New South Wales 

BM 6330 Western Australia 

BM 4211 Queensland 

BP 3199 Victoria 

BS 2337 New South Wales 

BS 2794 New South Wales 

BS 2750 New South Wales 

BT 2774 New South Wales 

BT 2480 New South Wales 

BW 4170 Queensland 

BW 4879 Queensland 

BF 4078 Queensland 

BN 4352 Queensland 

BG 5211 South Australia 
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BC 3418 Victoria 

BM 2209 New South Wales 

BJ 3690 Victoria 

BB 4744 Queensland 

BB 2560 New South Wales 

BB 4343 Queensland 

BB 5038 South Australia 

BB 5355 South Australia 

BJ 5555 South Australia 

BK 4610 Queensland 

BM 2450 New South Wales 

BN 2830 New South Wales 

BW 4562 Queensland 

BW 5017 South Australia 

BW 4868 Queensland 

BW WA6158 Western Australia 

BC 4223 Queensland 

BD 6055 Western Australia 

BF 6149 Western Australia 

BH 6171 Western Australia 

BK 6163 Western Australia 

BM 2112 New South Wales 

BM 2335 New South Wales 

BR 2770 New South Wales 

BR 4500 Queensland 

BS 5075 South Australia 

BT 2527 New South Wales 

BT 3338 Victoria 

BE 2763 New South Wales 

BB 3051 Victoria 

BB 4007 Queensland 

BL 3136 Victoria 

BM 3038 Victoria 

BH 5125 South Australia 

BC 4360 Queensland 

BE 3831 Victoria 

BH 3218 Victoria 

BL 3037 Victoria 

BM 4157 Queensland 

BM 4802 Queensland 

BR 4350 Queensland 

BD 4074 Queensland 

BD 4217 Queensland 

BF 2483 New South Wales 

BJ 3812 Victoria 
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BR 4105 Queensland 

BR 4226 Queensland 

BW 2576 New South Wales 

BD 4127 Queensland 

BH 4173 Queensland 

BT 3677 Victoria 

BV 2016 New South Wales 

BB 870 Northern Territory 

BJ 4217 Queensland 

BP 4223 Queensland 

BN 3775 Victoria 

BH 4569 Queensland 

BH 6153 Western Australia 

BH 7270 Tasmania 

BM 2519 New South Wales 

BS 2191 New South Wales 

BH 3515 Victoria 

BH 4301 Queensland 

BL 4218 Queensland 

BS 2430 New South Wales 

BD 4860 Queensland 

BD 5501 South Australia 

BM 2486 New South Wales 

BR 2480 New South Wales 

BS 4703 Queensland 

BT 4405 Queensland 

BV 4350 Queensland 

BW 6009 Western Australia 

BY 2076 New South Wales 

BN 5169 South Australia 

BB 4814 Queensland 

BB 4883 Queensland 

BB 6210 Western Australia 

BB 4133 Queensland 

BK 2566 New South Wales 

BT 2280 New South Wales 

BT 4740 Queensland 

BV 2650 New South Wales 

BJ 2770 New South Wales 

BC 7010 Tasmania 

BM 6061 Western Australia 

BT 2500 New South Wales 

BW 2022 New South Wales 

BD 3029 Victoria 

BE 2320 New South Wales 
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BH 4213 Queensland 

BH 4680 Queensland 

BN 2340 New South Wales 

BT 2251 New South Wales 

BR 4510 Queensland 

BK 4350 Queensland 

BC 6031 Western Australia 

BF 2146 New South Wales 

BG 3056 Victoria 

BJ 5453 South Australia 

BK 4220 Queensland 

BP 2280 New South Wales 

BP 3044 Victoria 

BS 4064 Queensland 

BT 5109 South Australia 

BT 4740 Queensland 

BW 3064 Victoria 

BC 4077 Queensland 

BG 6162 Western Australia 

BG 4005 Queensland 

BM 4650 Queensland 

BM 2232 New South Wales 

BR 6065 Western Australia 

BW 3155 Victoria 

BW 4817 Queensland 

BW 3977 Victoria 

BB 3043 Victoria 

BJ 3081 Victoria 

BK 2192 New South Wales 

BB 6106 Western Australia 

BL 4814 Queensland 

BA 4123 Queensland 

BB 6603 Western Australia 

BB 3912 Victoria 

BC 4680 Queensland 

BD 4118 Queensland 

BE 4227 Queensland 

BH 4350 Queensland 

BL 3585 Victoria 

BW 3555 Victoria 

BP 4873 Queensland 

BA 6155 Western Australia 

BD 4218 Queensland 

BF 2101 New South Wales 

BH 3089 Victoria 
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BQ 3579 Victoria 

BS 5062 South Australia 

BS 4680 Queensland 

BS 6173 Western Australia 

BS 3796 Victoria 

BY 3818 Victoria 

BP 4305 Queensland 

BB 5158 South Australia 

BL 4212 Queensland 

BB 6171 Western Australia 

BT 4064 Queensland 

BG 5700 South Australia 

BM 5244 South Australia 

BE 4878 Queensland 

BA 4504 Queensland 

BB 4810 Queensland 

BB 6720 Western Australia 

BC 4207 Queensland 

BC 6230 Western Australia 

BH 3177 Victoria 

BJ 2168 New South Wales 

BJ 4016 Queensland 

BK 5501 South Australia 

BK 2580 New South Wales 

BM 6090 Western Australia 

BM 2280 New South Wales 

BO 5107 South Australia 

BR 4506 Queensland 

BS 2220 New South Wales 

BT 3060 Victoria 

BW 2263 New South Wales 

BC 6225 Western Australia 

BB 4311 Queensland 

BB 4879 Queensland 

BB 4520 Queensland 

BC 2627 New South Wales 

BC 2440 New South Wales 

BG 6163 Western Australia 

BG 3214 Victoria 

BG 3851 Victoria 

BG 2430 New South Wales 

BH 4556 Queensland 

BH 4509 Queensland 

BH 3816 Victoria 

BH 4170 Queensland 
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BH 3140 Victoria 

BJ 5107 South Australia 

BL 2325 New South Wales 

BM 5159 South Australia 

BM 2486 New South Wales 

BM 2075 New South Wales 

BN 4802 Queensland 

BN 3186 Victoria 

BS 4307 Queensland 

BS 3556 Victoria 

BS 4575 Queensland 

BW 3550 Victoria 

BW 2161 New South Wales 

BE 3831 Victoria 

BM 3977 Victoria 

BW 4311 Queensland 

BV 3783 Victoria 

BA 3550 Victoria 

BN 3630 Victoria 

BW 6027 Western Australia 

BA 5540 South Australia 

BB 2263 New South Wales 

BB 3030 Victoria 

BS 3350 Victoria 

BS 4507 Queensland 

BT 2000 New South Wales 

BW 6163 Western Australia 

BW 2830 New South Wales 

BB 2452 New South Wales 

BB 4555 Queensland 

BB 4556 Queensland 

BC 4165 Queensland 

BC 4121 Queensland 

BC 4113 Queensland 

BC 2285 New South Wales 

BC 6010 Western Australia 

BC 3758 Victoria 

BD 6530 Western Australia 

BD 2650 New South Wales 

BF 2343 New South Wales 

BK 2477 New South Wales 

BL 5042 South Australia 

BM 3805 Victoria 

BM  New South Wales 

BO 2787 New South Wales 

http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au


107 
 

 

BP 2069 New South Wales 

BW 4132 Queensland 

BW 4510 Queensland 

BY 6485 Western Australia 

BF 6025 Western Australia 

BG 2580 New South Wales 

BM 6844 Western Australia 

BR 2118 New South Wales 

BC 4814 Queensland 

BC 4570 Queensland 

BJ 3797 Victoria 

BS 2790 New South Wales 

CL 2560 New South Wales 

CW 2580 New South Wales 

CW 6084 Western Australia 

CG 5268 South Australia 

CP 3556 Victoria 

CP 2259 New South Wales 

CM 2076 New South Wales 

CE 6330 Western Australia 

CD 6330 Western Australia 

CL 4216 Queensland 

CM 3160 Victoria 

CR 4350 Queensland 

CS 4124 Queensland 

CA 3173 Victoria 

CD 4507 Queensland 

CH 2774 New South Wales 

CH 4817 Queensland 

CK 6164 Western Australia 

CR 4811 Queensland 

CC 2611 Australian Capital Territory 

CF 2567 New South Wales 

CM 3205 Victoria 

CU 6236 Western Australia 

CB 4209 Queensland 

CN 2294 New South Wales 

CS 4227 Queensland 

CS 3116 Victoria 

CT 4501 Queensland 

CD 4215 Queensland 

CJ 5453 South Australia 

CL 3177 Victoria 

CM 2830 New South Wales 

CP 2260 New South Wales 
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CK 4227 Queensland 

CB 2176 New South Wales 

CT 5112 South Australia 

CS 7214 Tasmania 

CR 3816 Victoria 

CA 2602 Australian Capital Territory 

CH 2560 New South Wales 

CM 2353 New South Wales 

CM 4880 Queensland 

CP 6169 Western Australia 

CS 4115 Queensland 

CS 2810 New South Wales 

CS 4213 Queensland 

CB 2518 New South Wales 

CB 4127 Queensland 

CB 4852 Queensland 

CB 2170 New South Wales 

CB 6111 Western Australia 

CC 2210 New South Wales 

CD 4500 Queensland 

CD 4118 Queensland 

CE 6169 Western Australia 

CF 6107 Western Australia 

CH 5044 South Australia 

CJ 4702 Queensland 

CK 5064 South Australia 

CL 2024 New South Wales 

CM 4215 Queensland 

CM 2452 New South Wales 

CM 2903 Australian Capital Territory 

CO 2750 New South Wales 

CO 6230 Western Australia 

CP 2320 New South Wales 

CP 6530 Western Australia 

CR 7310 Tasmania 

CS 3094 Victoria 

CH 2483 New South Wales 

CK 5092 South Australia 

CT 2097 New South Wales 

CW 4122 Queensland 

CV 4557 Queensland 

CB 4210 Queensland 

CC 3922 Victoria 

CD 6021 Western Australia 

CI 4710 Queensland 
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CL 4280 Queensland 

CL 3465 Victoria 

CW 2770 New South Wales 

CA 2146 New South Wales 

CB 6015 Western Australia 

CC 1495 New South Wales 

CD 2047 New South Wales 

CG 2480 New South Wales 

CJ 2229 New South Wales 

CJ 4660 Queensland 

CM 5114 South Australia 

CV 4871 Queensland 

CW 7109 Tasmania 

CB 2162 New South Wales 

CM 2651 New South Wales 

CM 4601 Queensland 

CM 3550 Victoria 

CP 6168 Western Australia 

CC 4670 Queensland 

CQ 4852 Queensland 

CT 4127 Queensland 

CK 5019 South Australia 

CZ 4215 Queensland 

CL 2261 New South Wales 

CD 4503 Queensland 

CS 4500 Queensland 

CB 4034 Queensland 

CA 4680 Queensland 

CB 4227 Queensland 

CD 4878 Queensland 

CE 2455 New South Wales 

CF 2460 New South Wales 

CG 6023 Western Australia 

CH 4500 Queensland 

CJ 4519 Queensland 

CK 4741 Queensland 

CM 6018 Western Australia 

CM 2323 New South Wales 

CT 2290 New South Wales 

CS 2712 New South Wales 

CL 5085 South Australia 

CC 2756 New South Wales 

CH 6167 Western Australia 

CN 4507 Queensland 

CO 4210 Queensland 

http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au


110 
 

 

CP 6430 Western Australia 

CM 6000 Western Australia 

CD 4419 Queensland 

CC 2299 New South Wales 

CM 2287 New South Wales 

CM 4075 Queensland 

CB 2560 New South Wales 

CM 2627 New South Wales 

CG 4881 Queensland 

CL 4703 Queensland 

CS 2165 New South Wales 

CD 4215 Queensland 

CH 4122 Queensland 

CK 2010 New South Wales 

CM 4559 Queensland 

CO 4216 Queensland 

CP 2775 New South Wales 

CR 5112 South Australia 

CS 3216 Victoria 

CP 6430 Western Australia 

CC 4208 Queensland 

CN 4873 Queensland 

CD 5083 South Australia 

CM 4305 Queensland 

CW 6111 Western Australia 

CG 6171 Western Australia 

CG 4570 Queensland 

CM 4127 Queensland 

CP 870 Northern Territory 

CL 2640 New South Wales 

CT 2067 New South Wales 

CC 6107 Western Australia 

CH 2146 New South Wales 

CP 4558 Queensland 

C( 4408 Queensland 

CA 4121 Queensland 

CC 3434 Victoria 

CF 3895 Victoria 

CH 3825 Victoria 

CH 3350 Victoria 

CH 2157 New South Wales 

CM 4118 Queensland 

CM 6076 Western Australia 

CP 4305 Queensland 

CR 3556 Victoria 
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CS 2260 New South Wales 

CT 4020 Queensland 

CU 2318 New South Wales 

CW 3473 Victoria 

CJ 2289 New South Wales 

CA 2259 New South Wales 

CA 2133 New South Wales 

CB 6432 Western Australia 

CB 2251 New South Wales 

CB 6271 Western Australia 

CC 4879 Queensland 

CD 3805 Victoria 

CD 2263 New South Wales 

CD 3042 Victoria 

CE 5162 South Australia 

CE 3494 Victoria 

CH 4670 Queensland 

CH 5162 South Australia 

CH 4017 Queensland 

CH 4701 Queensland 

CJ 5162 South Australia 

CK 4208 Queensland 

CK 2340 New South Wales 

CL 6163 Western Australia 

CM 2914 Australian Capital Territory 

CM 4161 Queensland 

CN 3574 Victoria 

CO 2285 New South Wales 

CO 2118 New South Wales 

CP 4207 Queensland 

CP 4508 Queensland 

CP 3818 Victoria 

CP 4205 Queensland 

CR 5600 South Australia 

CR 3039 Victoria 

CR 6155 Western Australia 

CS 4570 Queensland 

CS 5052 South Australia 

CS 3038 Victoria 

CS 2577 New South Wales 

CS 4514 Queensland 

CW 4305 Queensland 

CW 3567 Victoria 

CW 7320 Tasmania 

CW 4505 Queensland 
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CV 4507 Queensland 

CD 6074 Western Australia 

CM 6110 Western Australia 

CH 5159 South Australia 

CD 4014 Queensland 

CC 6330 Western Australia 

CW 4558 Queensland 

CA 3976 Victoria 

CA 6050 Western Australia 

CB 2560 New South Wales 

CB 4077 Queensland 

CC 4207 Queensland 

CD 3873 Victoria 

CE 3198 Victoria 

CG 2430 New South Wales 

CG 2478 New South Wales 

CH 6110 Western Australia 

CH 4610 Queensland 

CH 4216 Queensland 

CJ 6230 Western Australia 

CL 2768 New South Wales 

CM 4133 Queensland 

CM 3094 Victoria 

CN 2170 New South Wales 

CR 2118 New South Wales 

CS 3188 Victoria 

CS 3030 Victoria 

CS 3220 Victoria 

CS 2470 New South Wales 

CT 2450 New South Wales 

CT 4133 Queensland 

CT 2539 New South Wales 

CV 4020 Queensland 

CW 4060 Queensland 

CW 4158 Queensland 

CA 2747 New South Wales 

CC 2460 New South Wales 

CD 2905 Australian Capital Territory 

CE 4415 Queensland 

CG 2073 New South Wales 

CH 4075 Queensland 

CN 2263 New South Wales 

CP 5608 South Australia 

CP 2428 New South Wales 

CR 2617 Australian Capital Territory 
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CR 2905 Australian Capital Territory 

CS 2518 New South Wales 

CT 4807 Queensland 

CW 2465 New South Wales 

CW 4000 Queensland 

CM 3564 Victoria 

CG 3764 Victoria 

CL 6163 Western Australia 

CS 3820 Victoria 

CH 5723 South Australia 

CB 4221 Queensland 

CC 3095 Victoria 

CC 5014 South Australia 

CH 6149 Western Australia 

CH 4160 Queensland 

CJ 6056 Western Australia 

CM 4504 Queensland 

CR 3818 Victoria 

CS 6290 Western Australia 

CB 2210 New South Wales 

CM 4715 Queensland 

CI 4564 Queensland 

CD 4750 Queensland 

CS 2150 New South Wales 

CS 5068 South Australia 

CM 2441 New South Wales 

CU 4814 Queensland 

CL 4650 Queensland 

CE 3355 Victoria 

CM 6169 Western Australia 

CR 4218 Queensland 

CS 3156 Victoria 

CH 5088 South Australia 

CH 4563 Queensland 

CS 4650 Queensland 

CS 4123 Queensland 

CA 6209 Western Australia 

CH 4207 Queensland 

CG 2456 New South Wales 

CM 4217 Queensland 

CF 4305 Queensland 

CA 2261 New South Wales 

CA 6210 Western Australia 

CB 4744 Queensland 

CB 2443 New South Wales 
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CB 2537 New South Wales 

CC 4660 Queensland 

CD 3806 Victoria 

CD 4740 Queensland 

CE 4165 Queensland 

CF 4560 Queensland 

CJ 2540 New South Wales 

CM 4217 Queensland 

CM 6530 Western Australia 

CP 2720 New South Wales 

CR 4035 Queensland 

CR 2227 New South Wales 

CT 3814 Victoria 

CW 7009 Tasmania 

CD 4935 Queensland 

CS 4218 Queensland 

CT 4817 Queensland 

CH 3840 Victoria 

CO 4829 Queensland 

CM 4301 Queensland 

CP 3140 Victoria 

CE 6054 Western Australia 

CR 4216 Queensland 

CK 4217 Queensland 

CG 7250 Tasmania 

CH 6147 Western Australia 

CR 6537 Western Australia 

CH 4508 Queensland 

CJ 6066 Western Australia 

CH 2018 New South Wales 

CB 3088 Victoria 

CH 4280 Queensland 

CG 4152 Queensland 

CH 4359 Queensland 

CB 4650 Queensland 

CA 6169 Western Australia 

CB 2539 New South Wales 

CB 3152 Victoria 

CC 3820 Victoria 

CC 3918 Victoria 

CD 2326 New South Wales 

CH 2821 New South Wales 

CH 2217 New South Wales 

CH 6061 Western Australia 

CH 4660 Queensland 
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CH 2009 New South Wales 

CH 4209 Queensland 

CH 5255 South Australia 

CO 3737 Victoria 

CP 6450 Western Australia 

CP 4610 Queensland 

CR 6107 Western Australia 

CR 6330 Western Australia 

CS 2759 New South Wales 

CS 4551 Queensland 

CT 4510 Queensland 

CW 3222 Victoria 

CW 5095 South Australia 

CW 4013 Queensland 

CD 2171 New South Wales 

CK 4019 Queensland 

CD 4218 Queensland 

CG 6315 Western Australia 

CO 4211 Queensland 

CE 6175 Western Australia 

CM 4359 Queensland 

CM 6053 Western Australia 

DJ 3550 Victoria 

DM 4161 Queensland 

DP 6280 Western Australia 

DA 2663 New South Wales 

DB 4227 Queensland 

DB 2577 New South Wales 

DC 6112 Western Australia 

DE 2626 New South Wales 

DL 4877 Queensland 

DQ 4500 Queensland 

DW 3197 Victoria 

DH 4213 Queensland 

DP 6107 Western Australia 

DC 6149 Western Australia 

DC 3550 Victoria 

DC 2663 New South Wales 

DG 3551 Victoria 

DV 6714 Western Australia 

DD 3140 Victoria 

DD 4869 Queensland 

DE 4300 Queensland 

DS 2508 New South Wales 

DR 4744 Queensland 
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DT 4280 Queensland 

DC 5690 South Australia 

DG 2526 New South Wales 

DB 4129 Queensland 

DD 5000 South Australia 

DP 4703 Queensland 

DB 6059 Western Australia 

DE 4509 Queensland 

DE 5023 South Australia 

DE 5159 South Australia 

DF 4034 Queensland 

DF 4352 Queensland 

DF 6109 Western Australia 

DG 4566 Queensland 

DH 3434 Victoria 

DJ 4500 Queensland 

DK 4121 Queensland 

DL 4559 Queensland 

DL 3150 Victoria 

DL 6147 Western Australia 

DL 6022 Western Australia 

DM 2076 New South Wales 

DM 3030 Victoria 

DP 5501 South Australia 

DR 3658 Victoria 

DS 4125 Queensland 

DS 3810 Victoria 

DS 2573 New South Wales 

DS 6107 Western Australia 

DT 2147 New South Wales 

DW 4573 Queensland 

DW 4510 Queensland 

DW 4710 Queensland 

DA 2261 New South Wales 

DC 6170 Western Australia 

DE 4300 Queensland 

DH 3000 Victoria 

DS 836 Northern Territory 

DS 3995 Victoria 

DM 4723 Queensland 

DB 6000 Western Australia 

DF 4350 Queensland 

DH 2142 New South Wales 

DS 7310 Tasmania 

DV 4012 Queensland 
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DB 4509 Queensland 

DD 2541 New South Wales 

DJ 2429 New South Wales 

DM 4568 Queensland 

DR 3109 Victoria 

DD 4556 Queensland 

DM 6027 Western Australia 

DM 6027 Western Australia 

DN 2530 New South Wales 

DA 2663 New South Wales 

DK 2765 New South Wales 

DM 4703 Queensland 

DW 4702 Queensland 

DY 3081 Victoria 

DB 4208 Queensland 

DB 4703 Queensland 

DC 2265 New South Wales 

DC 3910 Victoria 

DC 3551 Victoria 

DE 7210 Tasmania 

DF 2285 New South Wales 

DG 4034 Queensland 

DG 2257 New South Wales 

DM 2168 New South Wales 

DM 6000 Western Australia 

DM 5041 South Australia 

DR 6065 Western Australia 

DR 2320 New South Wales 

DS 4221 Queensland 

DW 2320 New South Wales 

DA 4500 Queensland 

DB 5343 South Australia 

DB 2400 New South Wales 

DC 2476 New South Wales 

DH 4305 Queensland 

DR 2710 New South Wales 

DC 3377 Victoria 

DH 4515 Queensland 

DR 4880 Queensland 

DT 5114 South Australia 

DZ 4018 Queensland 

DB 6163 Western Australia 

DC 2327 New South Wales 

DH 2212 New South Wales 

DL 2769 New South Wales 
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DM 4871 Queensland 

DM 4740 Queensland 

DV 2000 New South Wales 

DG 2820 New South Wales 

DA 3197 Victoria 

DA 2546 New South Wales 

DA 4152 Queensland 

DA 2480 New South Wales 

DA 4161 Queensland 

DB 4074 Queensland 

DB 4716 Queensland 

DB 4701 Queensland 

DB 4518 Queensland 

DB 3029 Victoria 

DB 4800 Queensland 

DB 6230 Western Australia 

DB 4810 Queensland 

DB 2000 New South Wales 

DB 3044 Victoria 

DB 4152 Queensland 

DB 6015 Western Australia 

DC 5032 South Australia 

DC 4455 Queensland 

DC 4109 Queensland 

DC 6148 Western Australia 

DC 2307 New South Wales 

DC 2617 Australian Capital Territory 

DD 4500 Queensland 

DD 6210 Western Australia 

DE 4285 Queensland 

DF 4751 Queensland 

DF 2176 New South Wales 

DG 2761 New South Wales 

DG 6051 Western Australia 

DG 2763 New South Wales 

DG 2287 New South Wales 

DG 4671 Queensland 

DG 2774 New South Wales 

DG 7270 Tasmania 

DG 4510 Queensland 

DG 2820 New South Wales 

DH 5723 South Australia 

DH 4272 Queensland 

DH 4519 Queensland 

DH 2794 New South Wales 
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DH 3140 Victoria 

DI 2100 New South Wales 

DJ 5062 South Australia 

DJ 6019 Western Australia 

DJ 2905 Australian Capital Territory 

DK 4655 Queensland 

DK 2450 New South Wales 

DL 2710 New South Wales 

DL 4506 Queensland 

DL 5067 South Australia 

DL 4034 Queensland 

DL 4017 Queensland 

DM 3477 Victoria 

DM 4114 Queensland 

DM 2226 New South Wales 

DM 2200 New South Wales 

DM 4228 Queensland 

DM 6148 Western Australia 

DM 4551 Queensland 

DM 4506 Queensland 

DM 4210 Queensland 

DM 4211 Queensland 

DM 2289 New South Wales 

DM 830 Northern Territory 

DN 4021 Queensland 

DN 4102 Queensland 

DN 3215 Victoria 

DO 3355 Victoria 

DP 4561 Queensland 

DP 2800 New South Wales 

DP 5016 South Australia 

DR 3240 Victoria 

DR 3844 Victoria 

DR 5253 South Australia 

DR 4123 Queensland 

DS 5086 South Australia 

DS 2127 New South Wales 

DS 2450 New South Wales 

DS 6059 Western Australia 

DT 2232 New South Wales 

DT 2318 New South Wales 

DT 3018 Victoria 

DW 3206 Victoria 

DW 2558 New South Wales 

DW 4558 Queensland 
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DW 4152 Queensland 

DY 3133 Victoria 

DZ 3030 Victoria 

DM 4815 Queensland 

DF 4556 Queensland 

DS 6112 Western Australia 

DB 4503 Queensland 

DM 4564 Queensland 

DS 4556 Queensland 

DS 2212 New South Wales 

DB 4560 Queensland 

DH 3140 Victoria 

DJ 3174 Victoria 

DL 2905 Australian Capital Territory 

DM 4159 Queensland 

DM 6162 Western Australia 

DP 4223 Queensland 

DR 3673 Victoria 

DS 4226 Queensland 

DP 2502 New South Wales 

DH 2864 New South Wales 

DR 5014 South Australia 

DH 3764 Victoria 

DN 4670 Queensland 

DS 6324 Western Australia 

DB 3029 Victoria 

DB 4300 Queensland 

DB 2022 New South Wales 

DE 2262 New South Wales 

DH 2327 New South Wales 

DH 2259 New South Wales 

DK 7316 Tasmania 

DL 4054 Queensland 

DL 3754 Victoria 

DM 4858 Queensland 

DT 4207 Queensland 

DW 4562 Queensland 

DS 4211 Queensland 

DS 6530 Western Australia 

DA 2570 New South Wales 

DC 6155 Western Australia 

DD 6330 Western Australia 

DD 5491 South Australia 

DE 3699 Victoria 

DH 6107 Western Australia 

http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au


121 
 

 

DM 2566 New South Wales 

DT 3579 Victoria 

DT 4211 Queensland 

DW 4350 Queensland 

DW 2020 New South Wales 

DD 4224 Queensland 

DF 6210 Western Australia 

DG 2571 New South Wales 

DH 2230 New South Wales 

DH 4214 Queensland 

DL 2067 New South Wales 

DL 4216 Queensland 

DR 4226 Queensland 

DS 4561 Queensland 

DS 4077 Queensland 

DT 3029 Victoria 

DW 6030 Western Australia 

DH 3250 Victoria 

DM 3550 Victoria 

DN 6025 Western Australia 

DG 4352 Queensland 

DR 2478 New South Wales 

DL 2176 New South Wales 

DR 4115 Queensland 

DM 4670 Queensland 

DD 4551 Queensland 

DT 2340 New South Wales 

DW 4670 Queensland 

DB 4560 Queensland 

DM 4216 Queensland 

DP 3551 Victoria 

DB 4207 Queensland 

DD 3910 Victoria 

DF 3195 Victoria 

DH 2754 New South Wales 

DH 4510 Queensland 

DJ 5163 South Australia 

DM 4306 Queensland 

DN 2093 New South Wales 

DR 3442 Victoria 

DR 4740 Queensland 

DS 2577 New South Wales 

DR 4306 Queensland 

DA 2261 New South Wales 

DB 5501 South Australia 
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DC 3818 Victoria 

DD 3214 Victoria 

DS 2060 New South Wales 

DS 2594 New South Wales 

DT 6169 Western Australia 

DV 2165 New South Wales 

DG 7277 Tasmania 

DL 6053 Western Australia 

DC 2756 New South Wales 

DA 4300 Queensland 

DW 2484 New South Wales 

DB 2084 New South Wales 

DC 5252 South Australia 

DC 3756 Victoria 

DG 2069 New South Wales 

DP 7210 Tasmania 

DD 3975 Victoria 

DB 6058 Western Australia 

DG 2283 New South Wales 

DY 4883 Queensland 

DL 4118 Queensland 

DD 4702 Queensland 

DA 4503 Queensland 

DC 4125 Queensland 

DC 3351 Victoria 

DW 4800 Queensland 

DA 5126 South Australia 

DP 2783 New South Wales 

DE 2120 New South Wales 

DG 6355 Western Australia 

DH 5000 South Australia 

DS 4740 Queensland 

DT 5049 South Australia 

DV 4215 Queensland 

DA 852 Northern Territory 

DD 3165 Victoria 

DG 6152 Western Australia 

DH 4077 Queensland 

DJ 6110 Western Australia 

DM 4121 Queensland 

DN 4305 Queensland 

DS 3429 Victoria 

DS 4500 Queensland 

DS 4744 Queensland 

DT 4211 Queensland 
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DA 4553 Queensland 

DB 2145 New South Wales 

DB 4500 Queensland 

DB 4164 Queensland 

DG 2714 New South Wales 

DG 2257 New South Wales 

DJ 5156 South Australia 

DK 4159 Queensland 

DM 2770 New South Wales 

DM 3127 Victoria 

DP 2225 New South Wales 

DP 3047 Victoria 

DR 5162 South Australia 

DS 4680 Queensland 

DS 3172 Victoria 

DW 3844 Victoria 

DW 4342 Queensland 

DJ 4660 Queensland 

DH 5098 South Australia 

DK 4215 Queensland 

DL 2103 New South Wales 

DR 4725 Queensland 

DL 3023 Victoria 

DM 3207 Victoria 

DG 3550 Victoria 

DB 3934 Victoria 

DZ 3064 Victoria 

DE 4868 Queensland 

DL 3018 Victoria 

DP 2621 New South Wales 

DS 2137 New South Wales 

DW 4078 Queensland 

DM 4123 Queensland 

DJ 4132 Queensland 

DL 3047 Victoria 

DN 2480 New South Wales 

DS 2176 New South Wales 

DS 4363 Queensland 

DS 6210 Western Australia 

DS 4565 Queensland 

DS 2285 New South Wales 

DA 3634 Victoria 

DB 2570 New South Wales 

DL 4021 Queensland 

DM 2460 New South Wales 
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DM 4032 Queensland 

DA 2443 New South Wales 

DB 4272 Queensland 

DC 4670 Queensland 

DC 6111 Western Australia 

DC 6065 Western Australia 

DC 4214 Queensland 

DG 4701 Queensland 

DG 2320 New South Wales 

DM 4740 Queensland 

DM 2777 New South Wales 

DM 4216 Queensland 

DM 4350 Queensland 

DP 2283 New South Wales 

DR 2914 Australian Capital Territory 

DR 3551 Victoria 

DS 2800 New South Wales 

DH 3088 Victoria 

DM 5072 South Australia 

DM 2199 New South Wales 

DB 2777 New South Wales 

DB 6530 Western Australia 

DC 4812 Queensland 

DH 6210 Western Australia 

DH 2611 Australian Capital Territory 

DJ 2530 New South Wales 

DS 3551 Victoria 

DH 4809 Queensland 

DJ 3029 Victoria 

DC 812 Northern Territory 

DB 4370 Queensland 

DH 4361 Queensland 

DM 4127 Queensland 

DA 3198 Victoria 

DB 4227 Queensland 

DB 6258 Western Australia 

DG 4510 Queensland 

DK 3442 Victoria 

DM 4124 Queensland 

DS 2145 New South Wales 

DJ 5043 South Australia 

DP 2617 Australian Capital Territory 

DG 2164 New South Wales 

DC 3575 Victoria 

DL 4868 Queensland 
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DM 835 Northern Territory 

DR 5063 South Australia 

DR 3977 Victoria 

DS 4401 Queensland 

EE 2017 New South Wales 

EL 2440 New South Wales 

EG 3216 Victoria 

EK 4370 Queensland 

ER 2228 New South Wales 

EH 6666 Western Australia 

EY 2142 New South Wales 

EC 4510 Queensland 

EE 4055 Queensland 

EM 2770 New South Wales 

EK 4211 Queensland 

EM 4850 Queensland 

EM 4211 Queensland 

EV 4350 Queensland 

EV 5158 South Australia 

ED 2304 New South Wales 

EE 3151 Victoria 

EM 4600 Queensland 

EM 4500 Queensland 

EN 2615 Australian Capital Territory 

EP 4035 Queensland 

ER 3816 Victoria 

EO 6169 Western Australia 

EM 4558 Queensland 

EM 5075 South Australia 

EA 3915 Victoria 

EB 2330 New South Wales 

EH 812 Northern Territory 

EH 3810 Victoria 

EP 5090 South Australia 

EC 2396 New South Wales 

EJ 4218 Queensland 

EM 2550 New South Wales 

EM 2034 New South Wales 

EP 6148 Western Australia 

EP 2088 New South Wales 

ER 2199 New South Wales 

ER 2319 New South Wales 

ES 2250 New South Wales 

ES 6233 Western Australia 

EW 3517 Victoria 
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EW 2300 New South Wales 

EE 2155 New South Wales 

EM 2756 New South Wales 

EG 4309 Queensland 

ES 3550 Victoria 

EN 4226 Queensland 

EC 6330 Western Australia 

ED 2482 New South Wales 

ET 3550 Victoria 

EC 3515 Victoria 

EL 4505 Queensland 

EA 3765 Victoria 

EA 2019 New South Wales 

EC 2241 New South Wales 

EC 2450 New South Wales 

EC 2330 New South Wales 

EE 4556 Queensland 

EF 4078 Queensland 

EF 3810 Victoria 

EL 2480 New South Wales 

EL 2797 New South Wales 

EM 2642 New South Wales 

EO 2317 New South Wales 

EP 4215 Queensland 

EP 7210 Tasmania 

EP 2770 New South Wales 

EP 7250 Tasmania 

ER 6108 Western Australia 

ER 5163 South Australia 

ES 6054 Western Australia 

ES 5113 South Australia 

ES 4218 Queensland 

ES 3831 Victoria 

ES 4132 Queensland 

ES 6155 Western Australia 

EV 7307 Tasmania 

EW 3912 Victoria 

EF 4570 Queensland 

EW 2101 New South Wales 

EC 2371 New South Wales 

ED 4560 Queensland 

EG 4825 Queensland 

EG 3550 Victoria 

EM 6109 Western Australia 

EA 3816 Victoria 
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EH 4301 Queensland 

ET 3812 Victoria 

EM 2261 New South Wales 

EM 6111 Western Australia 

EH 3084 Victoria 

EA 4226 Queensland 

EB 3690 Victoria 

EL 4152 Queensland 

EL 4670 Queensland 

EC 4350 Queensland 

EG 3677 Victoria 

EM 2577 New South Wales 

EM 4127 Queensland 

EP 4280 Queensland 

EV 3280 Victoria 

EW 6330 Western Australia 

EH 4505 Queensland 

EH 2173 New South Wales 

EC 2289 New South Wales 

ER 4818 Queensland 

EC 6171 Western Australia 

EL 6112 Western Australia 

EN 4055 Queensland 

EW 5019 South Australia 

EW 4871 Queensland 

EZ 6410 Western Australia 

EB 2213 New South Wales 

EG 886 Northern Territory 

EP 2450 New South Wales 

EL 6005 Western Australia 

EW 2444 New South Wales 

EF 2560 New South Wales 

EL 7005 Tasmania 

EW 3556 Victoria 

EO 2250 New South Wales 

ET 6336 Western Australia 

EB 4019 Queensland 

EG 4670 Queensland 

ES 3672 Victoria 

EP 5501 South Australia 

EM 4341 Queensland 

EB 4670 Queensland 

EO 4020 Queensland 

EW 3131 Victoria 

ES 2137 New South Wales 

http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au


128 
 

 

EB 3000 Victoria 

EH 4753 Queensland 

EV 2655 New South Wales 

EG 6107 Western Australia 

EB 4560 Queensland 

EM 4615 Queensland 

ER 2783 New South Wales 

EA 4740 Queensland 

FA 5355 South Australia 

FC 2444 New South Wales 

FH 4650 Queensland 

FL 4211 Queensland 

FD 3103 Victoria 

FZ 3815 Victoria 

FE 2011 New South Wales 

FM 834 Northern Territory 

FS 3124 Victoria 

FF 4870 Queensland 

FF 4870 Queensland 

FH 3818 Victoria 

FK 5501 South Australia 

FL 4745 Queensland 

FM 3630 Victoria 

FN 4170 Queensland 

FU 4218 Queensland 

FW 4210 Queensland 

FW 6056 Western Australia 

FM 6076 Western Australia 

FG 4053 Queensland 

FB 2190 New South Wales 

FK 4753 Queensland 

FP 6985 Western Australia 

FF 4724 Queensland 

FG 3220 Victoria 

FG 2747 New South Wales 

FH 6018 Western Australia 

FQ 2263 New South Wales 

FC 4507 Queensland 

FE 4075 Queensland 

FR 4055 Queensland 

FB 6208 Western Australia 

FC 6061 Western Australia 

FS 6062 Western Australia 

FC 4556 Queensland 

FD 4300 Queensland 
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FJ 7250 Tasmania 

FM 2790 New South Wales 

FM 2460 New South Wales 

FB 3022 Victoria 

FB 4860 Queensland 

FB 3820 Victoria 

FB 2153 New South Wales 

FB 6172 Western Australia 

FC 2400 New South Wales 

FC 4114 Queensland 

FC 2250 New South Wales 

FC 6215 Western Australia 

FD 4869 Queensland 

FE 5556 South Australia 

FG 2774 New South Wales 

FH 4022 Queensland 

FH 3550 Victoria 

FN 4154 Queensland 

FP 6109 Western Australia 

FS 2766 New South Wales 

FS 2800 New South Wales 

FS 2148 New South Wales 

FT 2320 New South Wales 

FV 4020 Queensland 

FV 4500 Queensland 

FW 4207 Queensland 

FB 4304 Queensland 

FK 4113 Queensland 

FF 4551 Queensland 

FB 5000 South Australia 

FB 5000 South Australia 

FW 6110 Western Australia 

FL 3460 Victoria 

GE 6312 Western Australia 

GP 5127 South Australia 

GH 4350 Queensland 

GR 3042 Victoria 

GE 5165 South Australia 

GB 2567 New South Wales 

GC 4078 Queensland 

GH 4112 Queensland 

GH 2576 New South Wales 

GH 4812 Queensland 

GM 2565 New South Wales 

GM 4132 Queensland 
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GP 3156 Victoria 

GR 3201 Victoria 

GS 4680 Queensland 

GM 4285 Queensland 

GC 4878 Queensland 

GJ 6722 Western Australia 

GP 4300 Queensland 

GW 6028 Western Australia 

GS 4560 Queensland 

GB 3095 Victoria 

GC 3030 Victoria 

GC 4130 Queensland 

GD 3976 Victoria 

GD 4207 Queensland 

GL 3284 Victoria 

GM 4217 Queensland 

GP 6056 Western Australia 

GR 2112 New South Wales 

GS 2428 New South Wales 

GS 4879 Queensland 

GU 2830 New South Wales 

GW 4350 Queensland 

GB 4511 Queensland 

GP 4573 Queensland 

GR 6101 Western Australia 

GA 5211 South Australia 

GA 5723 South Australia 

GB 2305 New South Wales 

GC 4209 Queensland 

GG 7025 Tasmania 

GH 4352 Queensland 

GH 4209 Queensland 

GH 4225 Queensland 

GJ 4207 Queensland 

GM 4421 Queensland 

GM 6701 Western Australia 

GM 3216 Victoria 

GO 4512 Queensland 

GO 3218 Victoria 

GP 2267 New South Wales 

GR 2107 New South Wales 

GS 3029 Victoria 

GS 2902 Australian Capital Territory 

GS 2477 New South Wales 

GS 4216 Queensland 

http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au


131 
 

 

GS 3037 Victoria 

GT 4670 Queensland 

GW 2617 Australian Capital Territory 

GD 3931 Victoria 

GD 3165 Victoria 

GJ 4151 Queensland 

GM 3084 Victoria 

GS 4061 Queensland 

GS 4807 Queensland 

GW 4700 Queensland 

GD 4701 Queensland 

GM 2340 New South Wales 

GC 6148 Western Australia 

GW 3021 Victoria 

GS 3019 Victoria 

GK 6110 Western Australia 

GB 4075 Queensland 

GB 6180 Western Australia 

GM 6164 Western Australia 

GO 2572 New South Wales 

GB 4213 Queensland 

GF 4723 Queensland 

GH 3218 Victoria 

GJ 4285 Queensland 

GL 2232 New South Wales 

GL 3000 Victoria 

GM 3116 Victoria 

GE 3820 Victoria 

GJ 4019 Queensland 

GL 4068 Queensland 

GM 7304 Tasmania 

GS 2604 Australian Capital Territory 

GA 2564 New South Wales 

GD 2086 New South Wales 

GE 2073 New South Wales 

GE 4019 Queensland 

GG 7252 Tasmania 

GH 6172 Western Australia 

GK 3046 Victoria 

GM 4306 Queensland 

GP 3418 Victoria 

GS 6031 Western Australia 

GS 2460 New South Wales 

GS 6012 Western Australia 

GT 5039 South Australia 
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GA 3579 Victoria 

GA 5073 South Australia 

GG 2154 New South Wales 

GS 4670 Queensland 

GB 2153 New South Wales 

GM 4211 Queensland 

GD 3550 Victoria 

GP 2112 New South Wales 

GR 6056 Western Australia 

GE 3831 Victoria 

GH 2834 New South Wales 

GP 4815 Queensland 

GS 3076 Victoria 

GS 2336 New South Wales 

GS 2065 New South Wales 

GD 2444 New South Wales 

GS 3084 Victoria 

GB 3030 Victoria 

GB 4017 Queensland 

GC 6166 Western Australia 

GC 2009 New South Wales 

GS 2116 New South Wales 

GR 2519 New South Wales 

GV 2843 New South Wales 

GB 2155 New South Wales 

GB 4221 Queensland 

GA 4605 Queensland 

GC 6065 Western Australia 

GC 2261 New South Wales 

GF 3939 Victoria 

GH 2450 New South Wales 

GL 4078 Queensland 

GM 4227 Queensland 

GP 2233 New South Wales 

GS 4312 Queensland 

GW 4352 Queensland 

GB 4228 Queensland 

GB 2259 New South Wales 

GC 4019 Queensland 

GC 4500 Queensland 

GT 4350 Queensland 

GC 2290 New South Wales 

GH 2223 New South Wales 

GJ 2450 New South Wales 

GM 2251 New South Wales 
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GM 6065 Western Australia 

GN 4221 Queensland 

GP 4214 Queensland 

GR 3764 Victoria 

GS 3672 Victoria 

GW 3550 Victoria 

GW 4506 Queensland 

GH 4205 Queensland 

GC 2263 New South Wales 

GO 4564 Queensland 

GP 6173 Western Australia 

GS 4127 Queensland 

GW 6210 Western Australia 

GH 6225 Western Australia 

GD 3809 Victoria 

GS 2112 New South Wales 

GB 7320 Tasmania 

GC 6148 Western Australia 

GC 3820 Victoria 

GG 4209 Queensland 

GG 2324 New South Wales 

GG 6112 Western Australia 

GM 6308 Western Australia 

GM 4341 Queensland 

GO 4210 Queensland 

GS 2321 New South Wales 

GP 2136 New South Wales 

GM 6111 Western Australia 

GG 2065 New South Wales 

GH 2567 New South Wales 

GH 4757 Queensland 

GH 2300 New South Wales 

GJ 5042 South Australia 

GL 3084 Victoria 

GL 3805 Victoria 

GM 2126 New South Wales 

GP 2225 New South Wales 

GS 820 Northern Territory 

GT 2621 New South Wales 

GW 4816 Queensland 

GW 2765 New South Wales 

GM 4215 Queensland 

GG 3438 Victoria 

GH 4650 Queensland 

GH 4037 Queensland 
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GJ 4285 Queensland 

GL 2321 New South Wales 

GL 4701 Queensland 

GL 4114 Queensland 

GL 6280 Western Australia 

GL 2537 New South Wales 

GM 4067 Queensland 

GM 2068 New South Wales 

GM 3551 Victoria 

GO 3550 Victoria 

GP 4570 Queensland 

GP 2763 New South Wales 

GS 4217 Queensland 

GS 2905 Australian Capital Territory 

GT 2322 New South Wales 

GT 4403 Queensland 

GW 3219 Victoria 

GW 3156 Victoria 

GM 2257 New South Wales 

GW 2800 New South Wales 

GA 4207 Queensland 

GB 4370 Queensland 

GC 7267 Tasmania 

GN 5608 South Australia 

GN 4702 Queensland 

GN 3000 Victoria 

GP 4020 Queensland 

GS 4556 Queensland 

GI 3783 Victoria 

GK 4207 Queensland 

GB 4220 Queensland 

GB 3579 Victoria 

GC 5163 South Australia 

GC 2615 Australian Capital Territory 

GC 2485 New South Wales 

GC 2560 New South Wales 

GD 3103 Victoria 

GH 3550 Victoria 

GM 2480 New South Wales 

GM 2330 New South Wales 

GM 4070 Queensland 

GM 2750 New South Wales 

GM 2747 New South Wales 

GP 3814 Victoria 

GR 4507 Queensland 
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GS 6107 Western Australia 

GS 2429 New South Wales 

GS 4300 Queensland 

GW 6330 Western Australia 

GW 4217 Queensland 

GA 4405 Queensland 

GA 2144 New South Wales 

GC 2720 New South Wales 

GH 3810 Victoria 

GH 4220 Queensland 

GH 4350 Queensland 

GM 5011 South Australia 

GN 6005 Western Australia 

GR 2452 New South Wales 

GS 3141 Victoria 

GD 2760 New South Wales 

GP 4212 Queensland 

GP 3185 Victoria 

GH 4152 Queensland 

GB 6035 Western Australia 

GC 3919 Victoria 

GD 6162 Western Australia 

GG 2560 New South Wales 

GM 4518 Queensland 

GM 5032 South Australia 

GM 4127 Queensland 

GK 4019 Queensland 

GS 4870 Queensland 

GB 2566 New South Wales 

GK 2161 New South Wales 

HE 2261 New South Wales 

HC 6009 Western Australia 

HB 2473 New South Wales 

HA 4119 Queensland 

HC 6210 Western Australia 

HR 2576 New South Wales 

HL 2117 New South Wales 

HB 4163 Queensland 

HM 4703 Queensland 

HV 3429 Victoria 

HM 2101 New South Wales 

HJ 4215 Queensland 

HN 4165 Queensland 

HS 3064 Victoria 

HB 4405 Queensland 
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HM 5173 South Australia 

HS 2560 New South Wales 

HV 4520 Queensland 

HW 2440 New South Wales 

HG 3616 Victoria 

HB 4218 Queensland 

HE 6050 Western Australia 

HH 5352 South Australia 

HJ 2615 Australian Capital Territory 

HJ 4157 Queensland 

HS 4211 Queensland 

HS 5081 South Australia 

HD 5118 South Australia 

HA 2340 New South Wales 

HB 2333 New South Wales 

HB 6230 Western Australia 

HH 4737 Queensland 

HK 4660 Queensland 

HW 4301 Queensland 

HB 2452 New South Wales 

HB 3463 Victoria 

HB 2290 New South Wales 

HC 5050 South Australia 

HC 4305 Queensland 

HF 2835 New South Wales 

HG 2777 New South Wales 

HH 4179 Queensland 

HH 3690 Victoria 

HJ 2614 Australian Capital Territory 

HK 5108 South Australia 

HL 3810 Victoria 

HM 5112 South Australia 

HR 5097 South Australia 

HS 4218 Queensland 

HS 2745 New South Wales 

HT 4356 Queensland 

HW 3101 Victoria 

HW 4680 Queensland 

HT 4214 Queensland 

HB 2576 New South Wales 

HB 5473 South Australia 

HB 3150 Victoria 

HB 4716 Queensland 

HB 2330 New South Wales 

HB 6112 Western Australia 
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HB 4870 Queensland 

HC 3041 Victoria 

HC 3918 Victoria 

HD 6210 Western Australia 

HF 2560 New South Wales 

HF 3028 Victoria 

HF 4012 Queensland 

HH 2568 New South Wales 

HH 2480 New South Wales 

HM 2011 New South Wales 

HM 4703 Queensland 

HM 5014 South Australia 

HM 2560 New South Wales 

HM 4659 Queensland 

HM 4671 Queensland 

HM 3216 Victoria 

HP 3912 Victoria 

HP 2261 New South Wales 

HR 6059 Western Australia 

HR 3095 Victoria 

HS 4870 Queensland 

HS 4570 Queensland 

HS 2533 New South Wales 

HS 4155 Queensland 

HT 4122 Queensland 

HT 3370 Victoria 

HT 6562 Western Australia 

HW 4053 Queensland 

HW 4882 Queensland 

HW 5108 South Australia 

HY 2360 New South Wales 

HH 2750 New South Wales 

HJ 4670 Queensland 

HT 4551 Queensland 

HH 5501 South Australia 

HT 3043 Victoria 

HS 4215 Queensland 

HN 2142 New South Wales 

HN 5556 South Australia 

HH 6090 Western Australia 

HI 2165 New South Wales 

HR 822 Northern Territory 

HI 3048 Victoria 

HR 4064 Queensland 

HS 832 Northern Territory 
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HL 3111 Victoria 

HM 2250 New South Wales 

HP 4073 Queensland 

HH 2795 New South Wales 

HH 2047 New South Wales 

HH 4352 Queensland 

HB 3806 Victoria 

HN 4129 Queensland 

HB 2787 New South Wales 

HS 4500 Queensland 

HS 4670 Queensland 

HV 4119 Queensland 

HP 4113 Queensland 

IG 2077 New South Wales 

IA 4118 Queensland 

IA 832 Northern Territory 

IB 6000 Western Australia 

IB 4621 Queensland 

IB 7109 Tasmania 

IC 4555 Queensland 

IC 4810 Queensland 

IC 3103 Victoria 

IC 5097 South Australia 

IC 6155 Western Australia 

IC 6148 Western Australia 

IC 2617 Australian Capital Territory 

ID 4670 Queensland 

ID 4216 Queensland 

IE 4133 Queensland 

IE 2207 New South Wales 

IF 3500 Victoria 

IF 3525 Victoria 

IF 2533 New South Wales 

IH 2753 New South Wales 

IH 6020 Western Australia 

IH 2797 New South Wales 

IH 4655 Queensland 

IH 3124 Victoria 

IJ 3450 Victoria 

IJ 5162 South Australia 

IK 5109 South Australia 

IM 5558 South Australia 

IM 4558 Queensland 

IM 4650 Queensland 

IM 4659 Queensland 
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IM 5092 South Australia 

IM 4212 Queensland 

IP 3705 Victoria 

IP 4340 Queensland 

IR 3132 Victoria 

IR 3672 Victoria 

IR 2212 New South Wales 

IS 4210 Queensland 

IS 2117 New South Wales 

IS 2486 New South Wales 

IS 4510 Queensland 

IS 4520 Queensland 

IS 2259 New South Wales 

IT 6024 Western Australia 

IW 6430 Western Australia 

IW 4814 Queensland 

IW 1355 New South Wales 

IM 6330 Western Australia 

IN 3977 Victoria 

IC 2720 New South Wales 

ID 4312 Queensland 

IN 4350 Queensland 

IC 6026 Western Australia 

ID 4883 Queensland 

IB 5214 South Australia 

IB 4701 Queensland 

IG 4306 Queensland 

IH 7117 Tasmania 

IH 4815 Queensland 

IK 2196 New South Wales 

IL 4559 Queensland 

IR 3844 Victoria 

IV 2843 New South Wales 

IS 3803 Victoria 

IL 2118 New South Wales 

IT 4272 Queensland 

IN 4131 Queensland 

IC 4074 Queensland 

IH 4503 Queensland 

IM 4214 Queensland 

IS 4558 Queensland 

IV 4380 Queensland 

IL 6054 Western Australia 

IS 2324 New South Wales 

JE 2527 New South Wales 
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JK 2528 New South Wales 

JK 3201 Victoria 

JB 4125 Queensland 

JM 3084 Victoria 

JW 3700 Victoria 

JA 4701 Queensland 

JE 2076 New South Wales 

JJ 2259 New South Wales 

JT 2582 New South Wales 

JT 5341 South Australia 

JF 2372 New South Wales 

JS 3976 Victoria 

JC 4701 Queensland 

JK 3095 Victoria 

JH 4006 Queensland 

JN 2777 New South Wales 

JW 2251 New South Wales 

JB 4020 Queensland 

JB 3658 Victoria 

JL 4518 Queensland 

JM 4868 Queensland 

JW 4000 Queensland 

JA 4034 Queensland 

JH 2537 New South Wales 

JB 6430 Western Australia 

JM 7320 Tasmania 

JS 2360 New South Wales 

JW 3919 Victoria 

JB 2217 New South Wales 

JM 4207 Queensland 

JS 4211 Queensland 

JW 3847 Victoria 

JH 2749 New South Wales 

JD 5162 South Australia 

JB 3216 Victoria 

JP 6103 Western Australia 

JS 4127 Queensland 

JA 6000 Western Australia 

JB 2644 New South Wales 

JB 7175 Tasmania 

JB 6070 Western Australia 

JB 4221 Queensland 

JC 2914 Australian Capital Territory 

JD 4226 Queensland 

JD 4069 Queensland 
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JE 4805 Queensland 

JF 6069 Western Australia 

JF 5355 South Australia 

JF 3130 Victoria 

JH 4350 Queensland 

JH 4895 Queensland 

JH 6061 Western Australia 

JL 4211 Queensland 

JM 3166 Victoria 

JM 4818 Queensland 

JM 2450 New South Wales 

JM 4580 Queensland 

JM 2450 New South Wales 

JN 2080 New South Wales 

JO 3338 Victoria 

JO 2259 New South Wales 

JP 4221 Queensland 

JP 4570 Queensland 

JP 2485 New South Wales 

JR 4860 Queensland 

JR 4218 Queensland 

JR 2160 New South Wales 

JS 3555 Victoria 

JS 4674 Queensland 

JS 7173 Tasmania 

JT 3158 Victoria 

JV 2655 New South Wales 

JW 4054 Queensland 

JY 2486 New South Wales 

JB 4215 Queensland 

JD 4109 Queensland 

JH 7301 Tasmania 

JH 6025 Western Australia 

JR 2615 Australian Capital Territory 

JW 5068 South Australia 

JB 6055 Western Australia 

JB 6213 Western Australia 

JD 2065 New South Wales 

JE 2700 New South Wales 

JG 4352 Queensland 

JH 4510 Queensland 

JM 4740 Queensland 

JP 812 Northern Territory 

JP 3922 Victoria 

JS 4184 Queensland 
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JS 5251 South Australia 

JS 6024 Western Australia 

JT 2450 New South Wales 

JV 4207 Queensland 

JW 3809 Victoria 

JB 4214 Queensland 

JB 4310 Queensland 

JB 5417 South Australia 

JE 4226 Queensland 

JF 3806 Victoria 

JG 5115 South Australia 

JK 2567 New South Wales 

JP 2155 New South Wales 

JP 3194 Victoria 

JP 2118 New South Wales 

JR 3599 Victoria 

JR 3064 Victoria 

JS 2573 New South Wales 

JS 5112 South Australia 

JT 2830 New South Wales 

JW 6070 Western Australia 

JD 4077 Queensland 

JJ 2280 New South Wales 

JM 4557 Queensland 

JR 4213 Queensland 

JW 4650 Queensland 

JA 4503 Queensland 

JB 4124 Queensland 

JB 3825 Victoria 

JC 4215 Queensland 

JC 3831 Victoria 

JG 7252 Tasmania 

JR 4159 Queensland 

JR 2519 New South Wales 

JS 6064 Western Australia 

JS 2250 New South Wales 

JW 4879 Queensland 

JA 2259 New South Wales 

JC 4069 Queensland 

JM 6057 Western Australia 

JT 6112 Western Australia 

JB 4021 Queensland 

JC 2651 New South Wales 

JH 2259 New South Wales 

JH 4178 Queensland 

http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au


143 
 

 

JM 2325 New South Wales 

JT 4701 Queensland 

JW 4051 Queensland 

JD 3910 Victoria 

JS 3825 Victoria 

JB 2175 New South Wales 

JH 3046 Victoria 

JL 4506 Queensland 

JM 3085 Victoria 

JS 4680 Queensland 

JW 2430 New South Wales 

JZ 5158 South Australia 

JB 4510 Queensland 

JM 4350 Queensland 

JC 2530 New South Wales 

JL 4814 Queensland 

JP 4680 Queensland 

JH 3517 Victoria 

JF 6504 Western Australia 

JD 6210 Western Australia 

JM 4802 Queensland 

JC 5076 South Australia 

JT 6510 Western Australia 

JT 4305 Queensland 

JV 2448 New South Wales 

JA 4306 Queensland 

JD 6168 Western Australia 

JD 4740 Queensland 

JD 5608 South Australia 

JD 4740 Queensland 

JE 4350 Queensland 

JE 7252 Tasmania 

JG 2761 New South Wales 

JG 4702 Queensland 

JH 2287 New South Wales 

JH 2261 New South Wales 

JK 4213 Queensland 

JL 4300 Queensland 

JL 4570 Queensland 

JL 4505 Queensland 

JL 2782 New South Wales 

JM 3930 Victoria 

JM 6112 Western Australia 

JM 3465 Victoria 

JM 6112 Western Australia 
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JM 4209 Queensland 

JO 2529 New South Wales 

JO 4221 Queensland 

JP 2259 New South Wales 

JP 4121 Queensland 

JS 3338 Victoria 

JW 5044 South Australia 

JW 4074 Queensland 

JA 4740 Queensland 

JB 3152 Victoria 

JS 4701 Queensland 

JS 810 Northern Territory 

JY 2795 New South Wales 

JJ 2145 New South Wales 

JC 6210 Western Australia 

JH 2101 New South Wales 

JN 4128 Queensland 

JB 5049 South Australia 

JB 3677 Victoria 

JD 6063 Western Australia 

JG 4380 Queensland 

JH 5126 South Australia 

JL 4114 Queensland 

JM 6156 Western Australia 

JT 4114 Queensland 

JY 4275 Queensland 

JG 4737 Queensland 

JD 2540 New South Wales 

JM 2228 New South Wales 

JM 3585 Victoria 

JN 3155 Victoria 

JW 4803 Queensland 

JW 3752 Victoria 

JY 3000 Victoria 

JS 4124 Queensland 

JB 4560 Queensland 

JS 3160 Victoria 

JF 2161 New South Wales 

JN 3111 Victoria 

JN 3201 Victoria 

JP 4553 Queensland 

JP 3037 Victoria 

JP 2575 New South Wales 

JS 3672 Victoria 

JT 4810 Queensland 
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JS 3831 Victoria 

JA 4814 Queensland 

JC 6743 Western Australia 

JC 4559 Queensland 

JE 3805 Victoria 

JE 4670 Queensland 

JF 3810 Victoria 

JS 2486 New South Wales 

JG 5125 South Australia 

JW 2571 New South Wales 

JM 4514 Queensland 

JC 3844 Victoria 

JA 2500 New South Wales 

JM 3435 Victoria 

JR 2097 New South Wales 

JR 2750 New South Wales 

JH 2430 New South Wales 

JM 2300 New South Wales 

JB 4650 Queensland 

JP 6164 Western Australia 

JE 2709 New South Wales 

JF 2756 New South Wales 

JA 2546 New South Wales 

JB 3930 Victoria 

JB 3108 Victoria 

JB 6153 Western Australia 

JC 4860 Queensland 

JC 3818 Victoria 

JC 4740 Queensland 

JC 4878 Queensland 

JC 6280 Western Australia 

JD 4151 Queensland 

JD 2529 New South Wales 

JD 2285 New South Wales 

JG 1890 New South Wales 

JH 4125 Queensland 

JH 7304 Tasmania 

JH 2444 New South Wales 

JI 4570 Queensland 

JL 4123 Queensland 

JL 2287 New South Wales 

JM 4061 Queensland 

JM 4122 Queensland 

JM 7315 Tasmania 

JM 830 Northern Territory 
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JM 4564 Queensland 

JN 4053 Queensland 

JP 3620 Victoria 

JP 4553 Queensland 

JP 2575 New South Wales 

JR 4817 Queensland 

JS 2722 New South Wales 

JT 4879 Queensland 

JT 2840 New South Wales 

JV 4350 Queensland 

JW 6330 Western Australia 

JW 4301 Queensland 

JA 4870 Queensland 

JB 5355 South Australia 

JB 4701 Queensland 

JC 6018 Western Australia 

JF 4060 Queensland 

JH 2515 New South Wales 

JH 3691 Victoria 

JH 6109 Western Australia 

JM 4211 Queensland 

JM 3981 Victoria 

JO 4313 Queensland 

JP 3976 Victoria 

JH 4157 Queensland 

JL 2224 New South Wales 

JR 2340 New South Wales 

JS 6081 Western Australia 

JW 870 Northern Territory 

JK 4212 Queensland 

JM 4007 Queensland 

JP 4152 Queensland 

JP 5163 South Australia 

JB 2470 New South Wales 

JC 4053 Queensland 

JH 6030 Western Australia 

JF 3844 Victoria 

JG 2176 New South Wales 

JM 3134 Victoria 

JN 4741 Queensland 

JN 5453 South Australia 

JS 6430 Western Australia 

JS 3109 Victoria 

JS 6169 Western Australia 

JF 2146 New South Wales 
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JM 2170 New South Wales 

JB 6163 Western Australia 

JJ 6167 Western Australia 

JL 4211 Queensland 

JS 2112 New South Wales 

JC 3061 Victoria 

JG 4109 Queensland 

JH 2154 New South Wales 

JL 3862 Victoria 

JL 3465 Victoria 

JL 5006 South Australia 

JM 2541 New South Wales 

JO 812 Northern Territory 

JS 3019 Victoria 

JS 4802 Queensland 

JT 3723 Victoria 

JB 2148 New South Wales 

JT 3201 Victoria 

JM 6271 Western Australia 

JC 7304 Tasmania 

JD 2119 New South Wales 

JH 3465 Victoria 

JM 4510 Queensland 

JW 2000 New South Wales 

JC 3199 Victoria 

JD 5113 South Australia 

JE 2226 New South Wales 

JH 4550 Queensland 

JJ 4715 Queensland 

JM 2650 New South Wales 

JM 4125 Queensland 

JB 2192 New South Wales 

JC 3260 Victoria 

JC 3043 Victoria 

JE 3226 Victoria 

JG 2147 New South Wales 

JG 4370 Queensland 

JH 2790 New South Wales 

JH 4350 Queensland 

JJ 3170 Victoria 

JL 2430 New South Wales 

JM 3490 Victoria 

JM 4313 Queensland 

JM 3085 Victoria 

JM 2232 New South Wales 
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JM 6169 Western Australia 

JM 3814 Victoria 

JM 4210 Queensland 

JM 5501 South Australia 

JR 2263 New South Wales 

JS 2443 New South Wales 

JT 4132 Queensland 

JT 7320 Tasmania 

JT 4610 Queensland 

JW 2675 New South Wales 

JM 6109 Western Australia 

JP 2113 New South Wales 

JS 6153 Western Australia 

JR 5064 South Australia 

JY 2580 New South Wales 

JL 2582 New South Wales 

JC 4207 Queensland 

JC 6510 Western Australia 

JK 3672 Victoria 

JS 2287 New South Wales 

JS 3756 Victoria 

JD 2480 New South Wales 

JM 2526 New South Wales 

JS 2502 New South Wales 

JT 2325 New South Wales 

JC 2441 New South Wales 

JD 4702 Queensland 

JD 4227 Queensland 

JM 4720 Queensland 

JM 5038 South Australia 

JM 6112 Western Australia 

JW 3175 Victoria 

JD 3888 Victoria 

JE 3754 Victoria 

JT 2131 New South Wales 

JV 4574 Queensland 

JF 3037 Victoria 

JA 4228 Queensland 

JA 2230 New South Wales 

JB 6224 Western Australia 

JB 2539 New South Wales 

JB 5000 South Australia 

JB 2573 New South Wales 

JB 4216 Queensland 

JB 6065 Western Australia 
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JB 4503 Queensland 

JB 4305 Queensland 

JB 2640 New South Wales 

JB 5162 South Australia 

JB 2211 New South Wales 

JB 4820 Queensland 

JC 6054 Western Australia 

JC 2318 New South Wales 

JC 6062 Western Australia 

JC 5680 South Australia 

JC 6210 Western Australia 

JC 4053 Queensland 

JC 3029 Victoria 

JC 4655 Queensland 

JC 2151 New South Wales 

JC 5290 South Australia 

JC 4220 Queensland 

JD 4217 Queensland 

JD 6330 Western Australia 

JD 6074 Western Australia 

JF 6083 Western Australia 

JG 4670 Queensland 

JG 3431 Victoria 

JG 4880 Queensland 

JG 3136 Victoria 

JH 3818 Victoria 

JH 5260 South Australia 

JH 2299 New South Wales 

JH 2541 New South Wales 

JH 5204 South Australia 

JH 2484 New South Wales 

JJ 3085 Victoria 

JJ 2825 New South Wales 

JJ 2046 New South Wales 

JK 3910 Victoria 

JK 6169 Western Australia 

JK 4740 Queensland 

JK 6012 Western Australia 

JK 2440 New South Wales 

JL 4306 Queensland 

JL 2466 New South Wales 

JL 5098 South Australia 

JM 6024 Western Australia 

JM 6208 Western Australia 

JM 2652 New South Wales 
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JM 6101 Western Australia 

JM 3690 Victoria 

JM 2427 New South Wales 

JM 4054 Queensland 

JM 2295 New South Wales 

JM 2444 New South Wales 

JM 3073 Victoria 

JM 4209 Queensland 

JM 5159 South Australia 

JM 3564 Victoria 

JM 4300 Queensland 

JM 2602 Australian Capital Territory 

JM 3284 Victoria 

JN 2170 New South Wales 

JO 4171 Queensland 

JO 4701 Queensland 

JO 2262 New South Wales 

JP 7310 Tasmania 

JP 4305 Queensland 

JP 6157 Western Australia 

JP 6160 Western Australia 

JP 4223 Queensland 

JP 3942 Victoria 

JP 2572 New South Wales 

JR 4300 Queensland 

JR 2028 New South Wales 

JR 5064 South Australia 

JR 6027 Western Australia 

JR 2208 New South Wales 

JR 2611 Australian Capital Territory 

JR 4413 Queensland 

JR 4670 Queensland 

JR 4211 Queensland 

JR 6623 Western Australia 

JS 2251 New South Wales 

JS 6012 Western Australia 

JS 5107 South Australia 

JS 3814 Victoria 

JS 6155 Western Australia 

JS 3810 Victoria 

JS 4573 Queensland 

JS 6018 Western Australia 

JS 6025 Western Australia 

JS 2176 New South Wales 

JS 5413 South Australia 

http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au


151 
 

 

JS 4211 Queensland 

JT 6065 Western Australia 

JT 4670 Queensland 

JT 4814 Queensland 

JT 2650 New South Wales 

JT 6059 Western Australia 

JT 4551 Queensland 

JV 6504 Western Australia 

JV 3216 Victoria 

JW 4170 Queensland 

JW 2460 New South Wales 

JW 5121 South Australia 

JW 2427 New South Wales 

JW 4815 Queensland 

JW 3012 Victoria 

JW 6110 Western Australia 

JW 5158 South Australia 

JW 4208 Queensland 

JR 4124 Queensland 

JC 2333 New South Wales 

JM 2207 New South Wales 

JM 5038 South Australia 

JP 6210 Western Australia 

JK 4061 Queensland 

JL 2541 New South Wales 

JM 872 Northern Territory 

JM 4701 Queensland 

JT 2429 New South Wales 

JR 6330 Western Australia 

JS 852 Northern Territory 

JW 2318 New South Wales 

JG 2324 New South Wales 

JR 4226 Queensland 

JS 4815 Queensland 

JR 3910 Victoria 

JH 4124 Queensland 

JS 4561 Queensland 

JT 6076 Western Australia 

JA 2008 New South Wales 

JB 3150 Victoria 

JB 4215 Queensland 

JC 3133 Victoria 

JC 3030 Victoria 

JF 2195 New South Wales 

JM 6055 Western Australia 
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JS 4510 Queensland 

JV 3095 Victoria 

JV 3076 Victoria 

JN 2213 New South Wales 

JA 2528 New South Wales 

JG 4211 Queensland 

JW 5095 South Australia 

JW 6152 Western Australia 

JB 5114 South Australia 

JB 2323 New South Wales 

JB 5114 South Australia 

JB 5114 South Australia 

JD 5019 South Australia 

JH 2770 New South Wales 

JW 2233 New South Wales 

JF 6104 Western Australia 

JG 4509 Queensland 

JA 4561 Queensland 

JA 4163 Queensland 

JH 4557 Queensland 

JL 4506 Queensland 

JS 6107 Western Australia 

JK 3802 Victoria 

JA 6163 Western Australia 

JB 4359 Queensland 

JR 4798 Queensland 

JN 3016 Victoria 

JB 4118 Queensland 

JN 4178 Queensland 

JU 820 Northern Territory 

JH 6315 Western Australia 

JB 3175 Victoria 

JA 4350 Queensland 

JB 6027 Western Australia 

JD 6019 Western Australia 

JE 6280 Western Australia 

JG 4506 Queensland 

JK 3064 Victoria 

JL 5089 South Australia 

JM 2450 New South Wales 

JM 7315 Tasmania 

JP 2766 New South Wales 

JS 5085 South Australia 

JS 2750 New South Wales 

JG 5087 South Australia 
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JJ 3672 Victoria 

JM 4820 Queensland 

JN 6152 Western Australia 

JS 6530 Western Australia 

JS 4055 Queensland 

JS 4878 Queensland 

JS 3810 Victoria 

JB 5093 South Australia 

JC 2360 New South Wales 

JM 3068 Victoria 

JN 2018 New South Wales 

JT 6021 Western Australia 

JD 6072 Western Australia 

JL 2304 New South Wales 

JL 4561 Queensland 

JK 4113 Queensland 

JB 4350 Queensland 

JB 5108 South Australia 

JC 4814 Queensland 

JD 4560 Queensland 

JE 4012 Queensland 

JE 4670 Queensland 

JG 5680 South Australia 

JH 5038 South Australia 

JH 3550 Victoria 

JH 3159 Victoria 

JH 4220 Queensland 

JK 4605 Queensland 

JL 3995 Victoria 

JL 3977 Victoria 

JL 4870 Queensland 

JM 2500 New South Wales 

JM 2540 New South Wales 

JM 4870 Queensland 

JM 2172 New South Wales 

JM 4655 Queensland 

JP 4670 Queensland 

JP 4670 Queensland 

JR 5375 South Australia 

JS 4109 Queensland 

JS 2284 New South Wales 

JW 6030 Western Australia 

JW 4272 Queensland 

JW 4817 Queensland 

JW 4740 Queensland 
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JY 4118 Queensland 

JG 3840 Victoria 

JC 4061 Queensland 

JC 4220 Queensland 

JF 5017 South Australia 

JL 5113 South Australia 

JL 3915 Victoria 

JM 4560 Queensland 

JM 6059 Western Australia 

JP 2477 New South Wales 

JS 4806 Queensland 

JT 4077 Queensland 

JK 2530 New South Wales 

JC 2794 New South Wales 

JC 2299 New South Wales 

JD 5109 South Australia 

JH 2729 New South Wales 

JL 3183 Victoria 

JL 2650 New South Wales 

JP 2354 New South Wales 

JW 2330 New South Wales 

JG 4564 Queensland 

JK 4300 Queensland 

JM 3030 Victoria 

JV 3847 Victoria 

KA 5161 South Australia 

KM 4132 Queensland 

K. 2008 New South Wales 

KU 2680 New South Wales 

KF 4275 Queensland 

KN 4340 Queensland 

KH 5260 South Australia 

KL 2650 New South Wales 

KB 5017 South Australia 

KB 4551 Queensland 

KC 5046 South Australia 

KC 4575 Queensland 

KD 4740 Queensland 

KF 5118 South Australia 

KG 6059 Western Australia 

KG 2170 New South Wales 

KG 3180 Victoria 

KK 3551 Victoria 

KK 4550 Queensland 

KL 4216 Queensland 
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KL 2518 New South Wales 

KL 6430 Western Australia 

KL 2607 Australian Capital Territory 

KM 3465 Victoria 

KM 4215 Queensland 

KM 4223 Queensland 

KM 2756 New South Wales 

KM 4103 Queensland 

KM 6024 Western Australia 

KN 4122 Queensland 

KN 2421 New South Wales 

KN 4305 Queensland 

KP 2036 New South Wales 

KP 4350 Queensland 

KS 4860 Queensland 

KS 4212 Queensland 

KS 4300 Queensland 

KS 2560 New South Wales 

KT 6112 Western Australia 

KT 4670 Queensland 

KW 4800 Queensland 

KW 2659 New South Wales 

KM 6151 Western Australia 

KC 5062 South Australia 

KF 4814 Queensland 

KS 5015 South Australia 

KF 3926 Victoria 

KL 2103 New South Wales 

KS 5042 South Australia 

KB 6027 Western Australia 

KR 4108 Queensland 

KS 5126 South Australia 

KJ 4570 Queensland 

KS 3810 Victoria 

KP 4625 Queensland 

KN 2756 New South Wales 

KP 2305 New South Wales 

KC 2573 New South Wales 

KA 5351 South Australia 

KB 4310 Queensland 

KE 2641 New South Wales 

KE 4415 Queensland 

KH 4885 Queensland 

KK 3132 Victoria 

KL 2176 New South Wales 
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KM 4555 Queensland 

KM 2783 New South Wales 

KM 3280 Victoria 

KP 2099 New South Wales 

KR 2259 New South Wales 

KS 2620 New South Wales 

KS 2207 New South Wales 

KT 2171 New South Wales 

KW 5032 South Australia 

KC 6168 Western Australia 

KD 4209 Queensland 

KL 3224 Victoria 

KR 5351 South Australia 

KA 4035 Queensland 

KC 5040 South Australia 

KD 3813 Victoria 

KL 2322 New South Wales 

KT 3044 Victoria 

KT 5342 South Australia 

KC 4879 Queensland 

KM 3851 Victoria 

KG 6210 Western Australia 

KR 4744 Queensland 

KB 2565 New South Wales 

KE 4570 Queensland 

KF 2530 New South Wales 

KG 6743 Western Australia 

KM 3810 Victoria 

KM 5422 South Australia 

KS 5251 South Australia 

KT 6055 Western Australia 

KW 5162 South Australia 

KD 5214 South Australia 

KH 4350 Queensland 

KR 4075 Queensland 

KG 4022 Queensland 

KB 7321 Tasmania 

KB 4113 Queensland 

KC 3812 Victoria 

KG 4305 Queensland 

KG 4014 Queensland 

KG 4815 Queensland 

KM 3084 Victoria 

KP 4127 Queensland 

KT 2300 New South Wales 
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KB 4580 Queensland 

KF 3556 Victoria 

KJ 4516 Queensland 

KL 4560 Queensland 

KS 4754 Queensland 

KG 4814 Queensland 

KN 6401 Western Australia 

KT 6015 Western Australia 

KS 4503 Queensland 

KB 4178 Queensland 

KF 2533 New South Wales 

KH 5114 South Australia 

KB 4011 Queensland 

KJ 2617 Australian Capital Territory 

KL 3030 Victoria 

KV 3783 Victoria 

KR 2530 New South Wales 

KH 4670 Queensland 

KB 2536 New South Wales 

KB 3930 Victoria 

KE 4306 Queensland 

KE 3690 Victoria 

KM 4670 Queensland 

KP 2262 New South Wales 

KP 4555 Queensland 

KR 2573 New South Wales 

KS 4501 Queensland 

KS 2794 New South Wales 

KS 3205 Victoria 

KS 2300 New South Wales 

KT 2602 Australian Capital Territory 

KW 5000 South Australia 

KW 2705 New South Wales 

KH 4556 Queensland 

KS 4001 Queensland 

KB 6021 Western Australia 

KH 6147 Western Australia 

KM 3557 Victoria 

KF 3218 Victoria 

KB 2902 Australian Capital Territory 

KD 6030 Western Australia 

KF 4510 Queensland 

KH 4551 Queensland 

KH 2039 New South Wales 

KH 4208 Queensland 
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KL 2360 New South Wales 

KP 4114 Queensland 

KE 4573 Queensland 

KA 5250 South Australia 

KB 4570 Queensland 

KB 2234 New South Wales 

KF 3677 Victoria 

KH 4655 Queensland 

KH 4850 Queensland 

KK 4560 Queensland 

KL 4125 Queensland 

KL 4659 Queensland 

KM 4280 Queensland 

KN 4125 Queensland 

KO 4216 Queensland 

KP 2319 New South Wales 

KS 2259 New South Wales 

KS 2795 New South Wales 

KS 4060 Queensland 

KS 4118 Queensland 

KS 2619 New South Wales 

KT 2372 New South Wales 

KW 5501 South Australia 

KT 2840 New South Wales 

KR 4306 Queensland 

KG 4217 Queensland 

KG 4280 Queensland 

KH 4352 Queensland 

KH 2324 New South Wales 

KH 4510 Queensland 

KJ 2444 New South Wales 

KM 4670 Queensland 

KR 2226 New South Wales 

KB 4226 Queensland 

KS 3338 Victoria 

KH 2486 New South Wales 

KS 2530 New South Wales 

KC 3909 Victoria 

KD 2486 New South Wales 

KG 3179 Victoria 

KM 4215 Queensland 

KV 6504 Western Australia 

KB 6051 Western Australia 

KS 2430 New South Wales 

KA 2620 New South Wales 
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KB 4868 Queensland 

KB 4818 Queensland 

KC 5680 South Australia 

KC 3967 Victoria 

KE 7250 Tasmania 

KF 4818 Queensland 

KG 2250 New South Wales 

KG 2168 New South Wales 

KH 5023 South Australia 

KK 4655 Queensland 

KK 2261 New South Wales 

KM 5114 South Australia 

KN 4126 Queensland 

KQ 2750 New South Wales 

KR 2113 New South Wales 

KG 2250 New South Wales 

KH 4213 Queensland 

KF 3029 Victoria 

KF 4215 Queensland 

KV 6504 Western Australia 

KA 3930 Victoria 

KB 4011 Queensland 

KB 5255 South Australia 

KB 2250 New South Wales 

KC 2765 New South Wales 

KC 6167 Western Australia 

KC 4341 Queensland 

KC 4650 Queensland 

KD 4556 Queensland 

KD 6122 Western Australia 

KD 3922 Victoria 

KD 7050 Tasmania 

KD 4711 Queensland 

KG 6023 Western Australia 

KH 2259 New South Wales 

KH 3094 Victoria 

KH 2540 New South Wales 

KH 4671 Queensland 

KJ 4113 Queensland 

KJ 4680 Queensland 

KL 3138 Victoria 

KL 4216 Queensland 

KM 2346 New South Wales 

KM 3939 Victoria 

KM 2848 New South Wales 
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KN 4566 Queensland 

KO 820 Northern Territory 

KP 4221 Queensland 

KP 4300 Queensland 

KR 4712 Queensland 

KR 4341 Queensland 

KS 2615 Australian Capital Territory 

KS 3818 Victoria 

KS 3737 Victoria 

KS 4035 Queensland 

KS 2913 Australian Capital Territory 

KM 2155 New South Wales 

KC 6120 Western Australia 

KA 3636 Victoria 

KB 3216 Victoria 

KB 2477 New South Wales 

KB 2262 New South Wales 

KC 4740 Queensland 

KC 6108 Western Australia 

KD 3636 Victoria 

KH 4655 Queensland 

KH 2567 New South Wales 

KH 4306 Queensland 

KH 3844 Victoria 

KJ 5113 South Australia 

KJ 2323 New South Wales 

KL 5330 South Australia 

KL 5159 South Australia 

KM 2261 New South Wales 

KM 4710 Queensland 

KS 6023 Western Australia 

KR 5330 South Australia 

KF 2147 New South Wales 

KB 5166 South Australia 

KG 2480 New South Wales 

KS 2429 New South Wales 

KK 4215 Queensland 

KB 4575 Queensland 

KB 6173 Western Australia 

KC 5047 South Australia 

KB 6148 Western Australia 

KM 2650 New South Wales 

KC 4113 Queensland 

KK 3133 Victoria 

KD 3165 Victoria 
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KJ 4280 Queensland 

KF 3218 Victoria 

KW 2549 New South Wales 

KC 6215 Western Australia 

KK 6112 Western Australia 

KB 2620 New South Wales 

KM 4670 Queensland 

KP 6210 Western Australia 

KS 4104 Queensland 

KW 2315 New South Wales 

KV 4570 Queensland 

KB 4750 Queensland 

KE 4034 Queensland 

KY 2154 New South Wales 

KK 2100 New South Wales 

KL 4223 Queensland 

KM 2508 New South Wales 

KH 2904 Australian Capital Territory 

KN 2770 New South Wales 

KS 3168 Victoria 

KP 4280 Queensland 

KB 4560 Queensland 

KB 2148 New South Wales 

KC 4610 Queensland 

KD 3825 Victoria 

KG 3840 Victoria 

KH 4650 Queensland 

KJ 2747 New South Wales 

KL 2176 New South Wales 

KM 2750 New South Wales 

KM 6169 Western Australia 

KN 3284 Victoria 

KP 4811 Queensland 

KQ 3020 Victoria 

KQ 6155 Western Australia 

KS 5159 South Australia 

KS 6147 Western Australia 

KW 2450 New South Wales 

KC 2799 New South Wales 

KD 5158 South Australia 

KH 5700 South Australia 

KR 4350 Queensland 

LA 2360 New South Wales 

LW 5158 South Australia 

LK 3189 Victoria 
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LP 2745 New South Wales 

LC 6056 Western Australia 

LE 2580 New South Wales 

LY 4155 Queensland 

LD 4680 Queensland 

LE 5558 South Australia 

LR 6054 Western Australia 

LC 6022 Western Australia 

LA 4655 Queensland 

LC 5606 South Australia 

LH 2232 New South Wales 

LM 4670 Queensland 

LN 2487 New South Wales 

LE 4019 Queensland 

LH 4077 Queensland 

LP 3550 Victoria 

LS 4019 Queensland 

LV 3550 Victoria 

LH 4807 Queensland 

LH 6168 Western Australia 

LJ 2076 New South Wales 

LM 3429 Victoria 

LZ 2770 New South Wales 

LC 4165 Queensland 

LF 4213 Queensland 

LW 4575 Queensland 

LP 3977 Victoria 

LB 4701 Queensland 

LB 810 Northern Territory 

LK 3012 Victoria 

LV 2263 New South Wales 

LW 3448 Victoria 

LA 4670 Queensland 

LH 2765 New South Wales 

LM 4311 Queensland 

LW 4220 Queensland 

LB 3216 Victoria 

LD 4573 Queensland 

LJ 4820 Queensland 

LK 4701 Queensland 

LM 4879 Queensland 

LF 2795 New South Wales 

LB 4209 Queensland 

LD 4215 Queensland 

LF 6069 Western Australia 
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LF 3136 Victoria 

LH 2229 New South Wales 

LH 4212 Queensland 

LJ 3222 Victoria 

LK 4805 Queensland 

LM 2260 New South Wales 

LT 6083 Western Australia 

LT 4878 Queensland 

LW 3676 Victoria 

LB 5052 South Australia 

LC 5290 South Australia 

LH 2750 New South Wales 

LH 6006 Western Australia 

LJ 4405 Queensland 

LM 4213 Queensland 

LS 3550 Victoria 

LS 6168 Western Australia 

LS 6164 Western Australia 

LT 6156 Western Australia 

LV 4670 Queensland 

LW 2144 New South Wales 

LK 5162 South Australia 

LB 4125 Queensland 

LR 3816 Victoria 

LC 4700 Queensland 

LP 4301 Queensland 

LH 6056 Western Australia 

LA 2326 New South Wales 

LB 2463 New South Wales 

LM 4562 Queensland 

LM 4555 Queensland 

LO 2100 New South Wales 

LR 3453 Victoria 

LB 4551 Queensland 

LR 5290 South Australia 

LC 7187 Tasmania 

LT 4817 Queensland 

LB 4671 Queensland 

LE 2480 New South Wales 

LG 4551 Queensland 

LO 6156 Western Australia 

LR 4207 Queensland 

LS 5171 South Australia 

LB 6330 Western Australia 

LS 4721 Queensland 
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LV 4272 Queensland 

LC 2478 New South Wales 

LK 4207 Queensland 

LF 2541 New South Wales 

LM 3892 Victoria 

LV 3844 Victoria 

LW 4810 Queensland 

LC 2430 New South Wales 

LH 4184 Queensland 

LH 5108 South Australia 

LM 6069 Western Australia 

LP 4034 Queensland 

LR 2321 New South Wales 

LT 6112 Western Australia 

LW 4000 Queensland 

LA 2485 New South Wales 

LC 2207 New South Wales 

LN 5013 South Australia 

LP 4870 Queensland 

LS 2159 New South Wales 

LT 5023 South Australia 

LW 6210 Western Australia 

LA 6030 Western Australia 

LC 5022 South Australia 

LC 2452 New South Wales 

LH 7322 Tasmania 

LN 2198 New South Wales 

LP 2360 New South Wales 

LP 3185 Victoria 

LR 2579 New South Wales 

LB 3690 Victoria 

LM 6230 Western Australia 

LH 6230 Western Australia 

LM 2343 New South Wales 

LW 4750 Queensland 

LH 5172 South Australia 

LS 2489 New South Wales 

LS 4215 Queensland 

LW 2317 New South Wales 

LC 2096 New South Wales 

LM 6105 Western Australia 

LY 6000 Western Australia 

LA 4226 Queensland 

LS 2157 New South Wales 

LL 2035 New South Wales 
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LC 2120 New South Wales 

LC 3196 Victoria 

LC 6174 Western Australia 

LD 2047 New South Wales 

LD 4207 Queensland 

LE 2622 New South Wales 

LF 4670 Queensland 

LG 4215 Queensland 

LG 2251 New South Wales 

LG 3257 New South Wales 

LG 4557 Queensland 

LH 4567 Queensland 

LH 4355 Queensland 

LH 2170 New South Wales 

LM 2640 New South Wales 

LM 3227 Victoria 

LM 4817 Queensland 

LN 4220 Queensland 

LO 2142 New South Wales 

LP 2101 New South Wales 

LP 5253 South Australia 

LP 2160 New South Wales 

LS 4670 Queensland 

LT 3212 Victoria 

LT 4157 Queensland 

LT 2870 New South Wales 

LW 4575 Queensland 

LW 4551 Queensland 

LC 6069 Western Australia 

LC 6156 Western Australia 

LG 2290 New South Wales 

LL 4132 Queensland 

LS 3216 Victoria 

LS 2283 New South Wales 

LW 2158 New South Wales 

LB 4650 Queensland 

LB 4215 Queensland 

LB 4870 Queensland 

LT 2539 New South Wales 

LC 4740 Queensland 

LW 2913 Australian Capital Territory 

LB 2745 New South Wales 

LB 6207 Western Australia 

LC 3196 Victoria 

LE 3825 Victoria 
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LE 4555 Queensland 

LF 6149 Western Australia 

LH 4034 Queensland 

LH 2261 New South Wales 

LL 3550 Victoria 

LL 3104 Victoria 

LM 2000 New South Wales 

LM 4223 Queensland 

LM 4226 Queensland 

LN 2148 New South Wales 

LQ 4207 Queensland 

LR 7310 Tasmania 

LR 4152 Queensland 

LS 4740 Queensland 

LS 3550 Victoria 

LS 2671 New South Wales 

LO 4223 Queensland 

LT 2220 New South Wales 

LF 4213 Queensland 

LM 2533 New South Wales 

LR 3113 Victoria 

LV 6180 Western Australia 

LH 5108 South Australia 

LF 6504 Western Australia 

LP 4207 Queensland 

LM 4503 Queensland 

LL 2092 New South Wales 

LA 4208 Queensland 

LL 6110 Western Australia 

LE 4220 Queensland 

LG 2440 New South Wales 

LH 3640 Victoria 

LA 4221 Queensland 

LC 4160 Queensland 

LE 6071 Western Australia 

LE 4272 Queensland 

LF 4817 Queensland 

LG 4740 Queensland 

LG 4305 Queensland 

LH 5502 South Australia 

LL 2840 New South Wales 

LW 3806 Victoria 

LD 881 Northern Territory 

LT 4850 Queensland 

LA 2450 New South Wales 
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LC 4865 Queensland 

LF 2250 New South Wales 

LK 2574 New South Wales 

LL 7052 Tasmania 

LR 4740 Queensland 

LS 4861 Queensland 

LR 3820 Victoria 

LS 2650 New South Wales 

LR 3043 Victoria 

LM 5422 South Australia 

LR 3842 Victoria 

LB 2251 New South Wales 

LC 4455 Queensland 

LV 4133 Queensland 

LA 3038 Victoria 

LH 6401 Western Australia 

LM 2650 New South Wales 

LT 4817 Queensland 

LR 2125 New South Wales 

LB 2199 New South Wales 

LA 4800 Queensland 

LB 4215 Queensland 

LB 3136 Victoria 

LB 4650 Queensland 

LC 4213 Queensland 

LC 4825 Queensland 

LH 6110 Western Australia 

LL 5580 South Australia 

LP 6037 Western Australia 

LP 4503 Queensland 

LP 3984 Victoria 

LR 4154 Queensland 

LS 5290 South Australia 

LT 2142 New South Wales 

LG 5109 South Australia 

LA 4216 Queensland 

LM 2641 New South Wales 

LB 6149 Western Australia 

LB 4573 Queensland 

LG 2444 New South Wales 

LH 7250 Tasmania 

LH 4568 Queensland 

LI 2165 New South Wales 

LP 2428 New South Wales 

LS 6330 Western Australia 
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LB 2766 New South Wales 

LC 6798 Western Australia 

LD 4000 Queensland 

LW 2756 New South Wales 

LS 4122 Queensland 

LM 4010 Queensland 

LC 2234 New South Wales 

LK 6109 Western Australia 

LF 4870 Queensland 

LB 2323 New South Wales 

LC 2300 New South Wales 

LF 3218 Victoria 

LF 2101 New South Wales 

LF 836 Northern Territory 

LG 3810 Victoria 

LH 4887 Queensland 

LL 2757 New South Wales 

LT 6168 Western Australia 

LW 6162 Western Australia 

LW 4069 Queensland 

LW 2650 New South Wales 

LB 7301 Tasmania 

LC 4350 Queensland 

LD 6073 Western Australia 

LH 2913 Australian Capital Territory 

LM 3765 Victoria 

LM 4881 Queensland 

LS 2261 New South Wales 

LT 6158 Western Australia 

LW 4740 Queensland 

LG 5431 South Australia 

LP 2444 New South Wales 

LP 3340 Victoria 

LS 3810 Victoria 

LW 3550 Victoria 

LW 2094 New South Wales 

LG 3500 Victoria 

MB 4814 Queensland 

MD 4556 Queensland 

MG 2454 New South Wales 

MG 2567 New South Wales 

MM 4205 Queensland 

MH 2540 New South Wales 

MS 2428 New South Wales 

ML 2315 New South Wales 
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MF 4401 Queensland 

ME 4401 Queensland 

MM 2145 New South Wales 

MB 2120 New South Wales 

MJ 4341 Queensland 

MM 2210 New South Wales 

MZ 4505 Queensland 

MB 6430 Western Australia 

MM 4216 Queensland 

MS 3630 Victoria 

MA 2103 New South Wales 

MB 3199 Victoria 

MC 6168 Western Australia 

MC 4560 Queensland 

MC 6415 Western Australia 

MD 2611 New South Wales 

MD 4212 Queensland 

MK 5042 South Australia 

MM 3216 Victoria 

MP 3021 Victoria 

MP 2263 New South Wales 

MS 4810 Queensland 

MD 3844 Victoria 

MS 4556 Queensland 

MW 2515 New South Wales 

MP 4740 Queensland 

MF 4879 Queensland 

MH 4209 Queensland 

MM 3756 Victoria 

MG 6102 Western Australia 

MA 3810 Victoria 

MB 4817 Queensland 

MH 4124 Queensland 

MJ 3212 Victoria 

ML 5700 South Australia 

MM 2222 New South Wales 

MM 4570 Queensland 

MS 2763 New South Wales 

MH 2171 New South Wales 

MJ 3551 Victoria 

M) 6153 Western Australia 

MB 6034 Western Australia 

MB 6038 Western Australia 

MB 4215 Queensland 

MB 2567 New South Wales 
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MC 3820 Victoria 

MD 3977 Victoria 

MD 3804 Victoria 

MD 4558 Queensland 

MF 2541 New South Wales 

MH 2019 New South Wales 

MJ 2206 New South Wales 

MK 4520 Queensland 

ML 4670 Queensland 

ML 4510 Queensland 

MM 4670 Queensland 

MM 2460 New South Wales 

MM 4343 Queensland 

MM 3082 Victoria 

MM 4350 Queensland 

MP 4116 Queensland 

MP 5108 South Australia 

MP 4017 Queensland 

MP 4868 Queensland 

MR 4207 Queensland 

MW 6056 Western Australia 

MW 4505 Queensland 

MS 3064 Victoria 

MT 2259 New South Wales 

MY 4304 Queensland 

MF 2036 New South Wales 

MP 6030 Western Australia 

MB 3149 Victoria 

MC 6021 Western Australia 

MC 4118 Queensland 

MD 4118 Queensland 

ME 2763 New South Wales 

MF 6052 Western Australia 

MF 3036 Victoria 

MH 5108 South Australia 

MH 5158 South Australia 

MJ 3073 Victoria 

MM 2770 New South Wales 

MM 2528 New South Wales 

MR 2114 New South Wales 

MS 3059 Victoria 

MS 4745 Queensland 

MS 4225 Queensland 

MT 3064 Victoria 

MW 4221 Queensland 
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MP 2505 New South Wales 

MK 4300 Queensland 

MR 4208 Queensland 

MY 3818 Victoria 

MA 4503 Queensland 

MB 2330 New South Wales 

MC 4506 Queensland 

MD 4019 Queensland 

MR 4551 Queensland 

MS 4215 Queensland 

MS 6018 Western Australia 

MT 4001 Queensland 

MT 4280 Queensland 

MV 4012 Queensland 

MT 2176 New South Wales 

MB 2256 New South Wales 

MC 2478 New South Wales 

MC 6148 Western Australia 

MG 3060 Victoria 

MJ 4558 Queensland 

ML 5173 South Australia 

MR 4122 Queensland 

MS 4220 Queensland 

MW 6065 Western Australia 

ML 2760 New South Wales 

MS 4215 Queensland 

MC 3029 Victoria 

MH 2761 New South Wales 

ML 2155 New South Wales 

MM 812 Northern Territory 

MD 3377 Victoria 

MG 5042 South Australia 

MH 2207 New South Wales 

MJ 3199 Victoria 

MW 4870 Queensland 

MW 3155 Victoria 

MA 4503 Queensland 

MA 4655 Queensland 

MB 4700 Queensland 

MB 4870 Queensland 

MB 3095 Victoria 

MB 4750 Queensland 

MB 4034 Queensland 

MB 6027 Western Australia 

MB 4500 Queensland 
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MB 2560 New South Wales 

MB 2289 New South Wales 

MB 3030 Victoria 

MC 3810 Victoria 

MC 4128 Queensland 

MC 3146 Victoria 

MC 3782 Victoria 

MC 4304 Queensland 

MD 4558 Queensland 

MD 2119 New South Wales 

MD 5162 South Australia 

ME 6005 Western Australia 

ME 4870 Queensland 

ME 3030 Victoria 

MF 3193 Victoria 

MG 2250 New South Wales 

MG 4226 Queensland 

MG 2232 New South Wales 

MG 4818 Queensland 

MG 3977 Victoria 

MH 2330 New South Wales 

MH 2250 New South Wales 

MH 6055 Western Australia 

MH 2229 New South Wales 

MH 4211 Queensland 

MI 4570 Queensland 

MJ 4702 Queensland 

MK 4519 Queensland 

MK 4660 Queensland 

MK 4305 Queensland 

ML 3138 Victoria 

MM 4509 Queensland 

MM 2565 New South Wales 

MM 4077 Queensland 

MM 3675 Victoria 

MM 5093 South Australia 

MM 4817 Queensland 

MM 4521 Queensland 

MN 6164 Western Australia 

MN 4861 Queensland 

MN 4019 Queensland 

MP 2148 New South Wales 

MP 5291 South Australia 

MP 3765 Victoria 

MR 2224 New South Wales 
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MS 3677 Victoria 

MS 3810 Victoria 

MS 2011 New South Wales 

MS 2208 New South Wales 

MS 3030 Victoria 

MS 4370 Queensland 

MS 3518 Victoria 

MS 5290 South Australia 

MS 6430 Western Australia 

MS 5096 South Australia 

MT 3285 Victoria 

MT 2335 New South Wales 

MV 4000 Queensland 

MW 4870 Queensland 

MY 4740 Queensland 

MV 4671 Queensland 

MB 2250 New South Wales 

MC 4514 Queensland 

MM 3131 Victoria 

MB 6163 Western Australia 

MZ 7030 Tasmania 

MF 4802 Queensland 

MS 2164 New South Wales 

MD 3815 Victoria 

MI 4300 Queensland 

MO 4354 Queensland 

MS 2650 New South Wales 

MV 4103 Queensland 

MW 7018 Tasmania 

MW 2115 New South Wales 

MG 6430 Western Australia 

MB 2800 New South Wales 

MR 4553 Queensland 

MB 2304 New South Wales 

MC 3812 Victoria 

MD 2036 New South Wales 

MG 4740 Queensland 

MG 6027 Western Australia 

MH 2430 New South Wales 

MH 2000 New South Wales 

MH 3444 Victoria 

MH 4503 Queensland 

MJ 2322 New South Wales 

MM 4035 Queensland 

MM 6101 Western Australia 
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MP 2770 New South Wales 

MP 5089 South Australia 

MS 5114 South Australia 

MC 4207 Queensland 

MM 2428 New South Wales 

MV 3187 Victoria 

MR 3429 Victoria 

MT 4701 Queensland 

MW 6027 Western Australia 

MB 5014 South Australia 

MU 3183 Victoria 

MK 4350 Queensland 

ML 3089 Victoria 

MN 2300 New South Wales 

MT 3807 Victoria 

MS 4017 Queensland 

MM 6060 Western Australia 

MC 2063 New South Wales 

MC 4873 Queensland 

MC 5009 South Australia 

MD 2214 New South Wales 

MH 2450 New South Wales 

ML 5166 South Australia 

MM 6069 Western Australia 

MN 4350 Queensland 

MR 5038 South Australia 

MW 2580 New South Wales 

MA 3015 Victoria 

MB 5082 South Australia 

MB 4207 Queensland 

MC 3183 Victoria 

MC 4125 Queensland 

MC 6230 Western Australia 

MD 2155 New South Wales 

ME 4356 Queensland 

MF 853 Northern Territory 

MG 4110 Queensland 

MG 4519 Queensland 

MH 810 Northern Territory 

MJ 3040 Victoria 

MJ 6722 Western Australia 

MJ 6152 Western Australia 

ML 2212 New South Wales 

MP 2360 New South Wales 

MR 4557 Queensland 
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MS 5554 South Australia 

MS 4701 Queensland 

MS 2164 New South Wales 

MS 2147 New South Wales 

MT 6060 Western Australia 

MH 5276 South Australia 

MB 4211 Queensland 

MC 5076 South Australia 

MR 4121 Queensland 

MB 4860 Queensland 

MB 2413 New South Wales 

MC 2795 New South Wales 

MF 5097 South Australia 

MJ 6110 Western Australia 

ML 6215 Western Australia 

MM 4500 Queensland 

MS 4711 Queensland 

MS 5085 South Australia 

MV 4655 Queensland 

MW 4000 Queensland 

MW 2170 New South Wales 

MF 3913 Victoria 

MH 3631 Victoria 

MP 6008 Western Australia 

ME 2230 New South Wales 

ML 4737 Queensland 

MD 3165 Victoria 

MN 4556 Queensland 

MA 4504 Queensland 

MA 4501 Queensland 

MB 4114 Queensland 

MB 4814 Queensland 

ME 4158 Queensland 

ME 4817 Queensland 

MH 4350 Queensland 

MJ 4740 Queensland 

ML 3691 Victoria 

MW 4213 Queensland 

MY 2470 New South Wales 

MW 2031 New South Wales 

MD 4207 Queensland 

MK 2528 New South Wales 

ML 4565 Queensland 

MC 3139 Victoria 

MD 2446 New South Wales 
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MG 4560 Queensland 

MJ 3335 Victoria 

MM 4270 Queensland 

MO 2259 New South Wales 

MR 4670 Queensland 

MS 2262 New South Wales 

MS 2519 New South Wales 

MW 5109 South Australia 

MC 2720 New South Wales 

MD 3555 Victoria 

MS 4701 Queensland 

MM 2763 New South Wales 

MA 3241 Victoria 

MB 6753 Western Australia 

MD 3181 Victoria 

MD 2145 New South Wales 

MG 6082 Western Australia 

MH 2650 New South Wales 

MJ 5018 South Australia 

MJ 4558 Queensland 

ML 6172 Western Australia 

MS 3550 Victoria 

MT 3179 Victoria 

MY 6304 Western Australia 

MG 2155 New South Wales 

MM 2043 New South Wales 

MB 2287 New South Wales 

MF 4671 Queensland 

MM 4504 Queensland 

MH 6220 Western Australia 

MF 2074 New South Wales 

MT 4825 Queensland 

MB 6525 Western Australia 

MM 2761 New South Wales 

MS 2170 New South Wales 

MC 4217 Queensland 

MW 4352 Queensland 

MA 4155 Queensland 

MA 3216 Victoria 

MB 4209 Queensland 

MB 6450 Western Australia 

MB 6333 Western Australia 

MB 2283 New South Wales 

MB 4703 Queensland 

MB 5109 South Australia 
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MC 810 Northern Territory 

MC 6502 Western Australia 

MC 3046 Victoria 

MC 4650 Queensland 

MC 4878 Queensland 

MC 4567 Queensland 

MC 4021 Queensland 

MC 5159 South Australia 

MC 6311 Western Australia 

MD 2335 New South Wales 

MD 5035 South Australia 

MD 5069 South Australia 

MD 4503 Queensland 

MD 5540 South Australia 

MD 4312 Queensland 

ME 4078 Queensland 

ME 832 Northern Territory 

MG 2190 New South Wales 

MG 4214 Queensland 

MG 4221 Queensland 

MG 6155 Western Australia 

MG 6168 Western Australia 

MH 2800 New South Wales 

MH 3805 Victoria 

MH 4370 Queensland 

MI 4173 Queensland 

MJ 4750 Queensland 

MK 6170 Western Australia 

MK 3116 Victoria 

ML 4503 Queensland 

ML 4650 Queensland 

ML 6430 Western Australia 

ML 2580 New South Wales 

MM 2330 New South Wales 

MM 2251 New South Wales 

MM 4350 Queensland 

MM 5048 South Australia 

MM 2333 New South Wales 

MM 4814 Queensland 

MM 6000 Western Australia 

MM 4209 Queensland 

MM 5453 South Australia 

MN 6230 Western Australia 

MN 3813 Victoria 

MN 4560 Queensland 
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MP 3037 Victoria 

MR 3124 Victoria 

MR 5076 South Australia 

MR 3818 Victoria 

MR 4670 Queensland 

MR 3850 Victoria 

MS 2761 New South Wales 

MS 6150 Western Australia 

MS 2000 New South Wales 

MS 4670 Queensland 

MS 4865 Queensland 

MS 4114 Queensland 

MS 2116 New South Wales 

MS 5125 South Australia 

MS 3145 Victoria 

MT 3765 Victoria 

MT 2200 New South Wales 

MT 6112 Western Australia 

MV 2210 New South Wales 

MV 6233 Western Australia 

MW 7109 Tasmania 

MY 3131 Victoria 

MB 2257 New South Wales 

MH 2826 New South Wales 

MH 4300 Queensland 

ML 4115 Queensland 

MO 2760 New South Wales 

MW 5700 South Australia 

MA 2558 New South Wales 

MB 6170 Western Australia 

MB 2774 New South Wales 

MB 4740 Queensland 

MB 4503 Queensland 

MB 5550 South Australia 

MC 5096 South Australia 

MC 3047 Victoria 

MC 3555 Victoria 

MC 2133 New South Wales 

MD 3337 Victoria 

MD 2099 New South Wales 

MD 2285 New South Wales 

MF 4034 Queensland 

MG 4109 Queensland 

MH 3072 Victoria 

MH 6030 Western Australia 
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MJ 3556 Victoria 

ML 3040 Victoria 

MM 2630 New South Wales 

MM 4509 Queensland 

MM 6153 Western Australia 

MM 5501 South Australia 

MM 4019 Queensland 

MM 5038 South Australia 

MM 3673 Victoria 

MO 2761 New South Wales 

MO 4210 Queensland 

MP 5162 South Australia 

MP 3824 Victoria 

MP 3931 Victoria 

MP 6321 Western Australia 

MT 3630 Victoria 

MT 5540 South Australia 

MT 4342 Queensland 

MV 4209 Queensland 

MW 4670 Queensland 

MA 3340 Victoria 

MD 4740 Queensland 

MM 2340 New South Wales 

MS 2580 New South Wales 

MS 836 Northern Territory 

MV 3754 Victoria 

MA 6173 Western Australia 

MB 3011 Victoria 

MC 4560 Queensland 

MC 6171 Western Australia 

MG 6110 Western Australia 

MK 2576 New South Wales 

MK 2224 New South Wales 

MO 6330 Western Australia 

MS 7248 Tasmania 

MA 2170 New South Wales 

MA 2170 New South Wales 

MC 6110 Western Australia 

MR 4227 Queensland 

MS 4213 Queensland 

MD 6026 Western Australia 

MB 3909 Victoria 

MM 2190 New South Wales 

MC 4521 Queensland 

MT 2160 New South Wales 
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MQ 4019 Queensland 

MM 4701 Queensland 

MO 2148 New South Wales 

MP 4300 Queensland 

MS 4210 Queensland 

MB 4215 Queensland 

MK 6156 Western Australia 

MP 5070 South Australia 

MB 3199 Victoria 

MH 4650 Queensland 

MM 2283 New South Wales 

ME 3550 Victoria 

MJ 2230 New South Wales 

MM 4122 Queensland 

MG 6172 Western Australia 

MN 4217 Queensland 

MO 2259 New South Wales 

MH 2324 New South Wales 

MH 4850 Queensland 

MB 4118 Queensland 

MC 4000 Queensland 

MR 3174 Victoria 

MS 3031 Victoria 

MT 4122 Queensland 

MK 6109 Western Australia 

MG 2540 New South Wales 

MS 4570 Queensland 

MB 6281 Western Australia 

MJ 4343 Queensland 

MM 4161 Queensland 

MS 3840 Victoria 

MV 2526 New South Wales 

MB 4714 Queensland 

MH 3020 Victoria 

MV 6233 Western Australia 

NM 2147 New South Wales 

NM 5118 South Australia 

NR 6233 Western Australia 

NB 2750 New South Wales 

NM 2448 New South Wales 

NM 810 Northern Territory 

NN 2234 New South Wales 

NP 6450 Western Australia 

NM 2197 New South Wales 

NN 2484 New South Wales 
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NA 2452 New South Wales 

NB 6170 Western Australia 

NS 4211 Queensland 

NW 2326 New South Wales 

NC 2763 New South Wales 

NC 4216 Queensland 

NH 6210 Western Australia 

NM 3977 Victoria 

NN 3301 Victoria 

NW 4670 Queensland 

NC 4210 Queensland 

NH 2285 New South Wales 

NV 4210 Queensland 

NW 6030 Western Australia 

NH 2282 New South Wales 

NC 6233 Western Australia 

NG 2229 New South Wales 

NG 5064 South Australia 

NL 2148 New South Wales 

NV 4550 Queensland 

NZ 3763 Victoria 

NK 4127 Queensland 

NS 5066 South Australia 

NT 4570 Queensland 

NH 3030 Victoria 

NB 2518 New South Wales 

NE 6107 Western Australia 

NM 4216 Queensland 

NO 2572 New South Wales 

NO 4132 Queensland 

NR 5065 South Australia 

NT 6168 Western Australia 

NM 3678 Victoria 

ND 3030 Victoria 

NM 3158 Victoria 

NK 4650 Queensland 

NW 4069 Queensland 

NG 2505 New South Wales 

NB 6208 Western Australia 

NB 4012 Queensland 

NC 6110 Western Australia 

NC 5252 South Australia 

NG 3505 Victoria 

NP 5118 South Australia 

NW 3472 Victoria 
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ND 5162 South Australia 

NC 2712 New South Wales 

ND 2170 New South Wales 

NM 4670 Queensland 

NJ 2747 New South Wales 

NL 4300 Queensland 

ND 2810 New South Wales 

NW 4300 Queensland 

NM 4551 Queensland 

NK 4157 Queensland 

NC 4107 Queensland 

NH 6158 Western Australia 

NJ 2229 New South Wales 

NP 4116 Queensland 

NT 2486 New South Wales 

NM 4560 Queensland 

NH 4814 Queensland 

NB 3132 Victoria 

NM 4740 Queensland 

NM 4504 Queensland 

NA 2538 New South Wales 

NG 3187 Victoria 

NL 2745 New South Wales 

NM 2770 New South Wales 

NM 2126 New South Wales 

NW 4215 Queensland 

NS 2324 New South Wales 

ND 3941 Victoria 

NE 3145 Victoria 

NM 2560 New South Wales 

NN 2600 Australian Capital Territory 

NP 4877 Queensland 

NY 4560 Queensland 

NB 2335 New South Wales 

NB 5343 South Australia 

NB 3840 Victoria 

NC 3064 Victoria 

ND 4711 Queensland 

NH 4421 Queensland 

NH 4164 Queensland 

NM 4125 Queensland 

NS 5652 South Australia 

NF 4567 Queensland 

NC 4121 Queensland 

NH 2027 New South Wales 
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NL 4212 Queensland 

NB 3218 Victoria 

NS 2343 New South Wales 

NG 4655 Queensland 

NH 3179 Victoria 

NW 4226 Queensland 

NG 2036 New South Wales 

NF 2541 New South Wales 

NG 3182 Victoria 

NB 3197 Victoria 

NL 2530 New South Wales 

NL 4114 Queensland 

NM 3089 Victoria 

NN 6401 Western Australia 

NP 3816 Victoria 

NS 4655 Queensland 

NS 6324 Western Australia 

NS 4212 Queensland 

NW 4340 Queensland 

NJ 4310 Queensland 

NK 4350 Queensland 

NL 2040 New South Wales 

NT 6123 Western Australia 

NW 2720 New South Wales 

NA 4701 Queensland 

NB 4165 Queensland 

NC 4343 Queensland 

NF 4870 Queensland 

NC 3363 Victoria 

NK 4509 Queensland 

NB 6167 Western Australia 

NG 3196 Victoria 

NA 2768 New South Wales 

NM 2650 New South Wales 

NP 4350 Queensland 

NM 6026 Western Australia 

NH 6060 Western Australia 

NT 2430 New South Wales 

NH 4670 Queensland 

NA 4109 Queensland 

NB 4121 Queensland 

ND 4209 Queensland 

NH 3072 Victoria 

NR 6107 Western Australia 

NW 2327 New South Wales 
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NW 4051 Queensland 

NB 5095 South Australia 

NB 6166 Western Australia 

OL 3465 Victoria 

OB 3860 Victoria 

OS 7250 Tasmania 

OJ 4285 Queensland 

ON 4130 Queensland 

OS 2477 New South Wales 

OF 4350 Queensland 

OT 4212 Queensland 

OM 4217 Queensland 

OM 4504 Queensland 

OC 3127 Victoria 

PH 2325 New South Wales 

PT 6743 Western Australia 

PT 4300 Queensland 

PN 4309 Queensland 

PV 6504 Western Australia 

PC 7249 Tasmania 

PF 3797 Victoria 

PG 2153 New South Wales 

PH 2567 New South Wales 

PL 2820 New South Wales 

PP 6111 Western Australia 

PT 3219 Victoria 

PV 3666 Victoria 

PW 3179 Victoria 

PB 2232 New South Wales 

PB 4300 Queensland 

PC 4059 Queensland 

PG 4217 Queensland 

PH 2444 New South Wales 

PH 4575 Queensland 

PJ 4556 Queensland 

PK 4223 Queensland 

PL 2170 New South Wales 

PM 6025 Western Australia 

PM 4814 Queensland 

PM 7175 Tasmania 

PP 4235 Queensland 

PR 4655 Queensland 

PR 4670 Queensland 

PS 5212 South Australia 

PS 6390 Western Australia 

http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au


185 
 

 

PS 4807 Queensland 

PW 2287 New South Wales 

PK 3150 Victoria 

PF 3463 Victoria 

PK 2484 New South Wales 

PA 4810 Queensland 

PB 810 Northern Territory 

PB 4701 Queensland 

PD 2430 New South Wales 

PD 7250 Tasmania 

PE 2460 New South Wales 

PF 4551 Queensland 

PG 6108 Western Australia 

PJ 4077 Queensland 

PK 4580 Queensland 

PL 4133 Queensland 

PM 5114 South Australia 

PP 2262 New South Wales 

PR 7023 Tasmania 

PR 2287 New South Wales 

PR 3844 Victoria 

PS 3660 Victoria 

PS 4123 Queensland 

PT 4550 Queensland 

PW 4223 Queensland 

PW 4575 Queensland 

PA 4152 Queensland 

PC 2170 New South Wales 

PC 2485 New South Wales 

PC 3030 Victoria 

PE 3934 Victoria 

PG 4115 Queensland 

PG 3812 Victoria 

PG 2145 New South Wales 

PM 3083 Victoria 

PM 2337 New South Wales 

PM 4680 Queensland 

PM 4215 Queensland 

PS 2795 New South Wales 

PH 6112 Western Australia 

PA 2153 New South Wales 

PB 3781 Victoria 

PB 2125 New South Wales 

PB 2305 New South Wales 

PB 6056 Western Australia 
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PB 3909 Victoria 

PC 4818 Queensland 

PC 3284 Victoria 

PD 4879 Queensland 

PD 2261 New South Wales 

PD 3064 Victoria 

PE 7248 Tasmania 

PF 5008 South Australia 

PF 6027 Western Australia 

PG 4701 Queensland 

PG 4878 Queensland 

PG 4053 Queensland 

PH 4352 Queensland 

PK 4213 Queensland 

PL 4128 Queensland 

PM 3216 Victoria 

PM 2720 New South Wales 

PM 3550 Victoria 

PM 6036 Western Australia 

PM 4228 Queensland 

PM 3193 Victoria 

PM 4510 Queensland 

PM 4570 Queensland 

PP 2250 New South Wales 

PP 2747 New South Wales 

PR 7171 Tasmania 

PR 5351 South Australia 

PR 2460 New South Wales 

PS 2795 New South Wales 

PS 2830 New South Wales 

PS 2747 New South Wales 

PT 3805 Victoria 

PV 2280 New South Wales 

PV 5013 South Australia 

PW 6210 Western Australia 

PW 2765 New South Wales 

PW 6438 Western Australia 

PW 3555 Victoria 

PW 2230 New South Wales 

PW 5606 South Australia 

PW 4114 Queensland 

PW 4280 Queensland 

PW 6065 Western Australia 

PW 2795 New South Wales 

PZ 2100 New South Wales 
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PG 6210 Western Australia 

PH 2444 New South Wales 

PH 2575 New South Wales 

PM 5108 South Australia 

PS 3730 Victoria 

PB 2264 New South Wales 

PE 6027 Western Australia 

PF 4818 Queensland 

PF 5353 South Australia 

PF 2333 New South Wales 

PG 4868 Queensland 

PN 4209 Queensland 

PW 2536 New South Wales 

PZ 2218 New South Wales 

PT 2020 New South Wales 

PR 820 Northern Territory 

PP 3030 Victoria 

PD 3815 Victoria 

PL 4153 Queensland 

PP 4505 Queensland 

PP 3103 Victoria 

PM 2540 New South Wales 

PB 4560 Queensland 

PO 2484 New South Wales 

PP 2261 New South Wales 

PS 2286 New South Wales 

PA 3215 Victoria 

PL 6029 Western Australia 

PC 6168 Western Australia 

PS 4575 Queensland 

PW 5093 South Australia 

PN 3450 Victoria 

PA 4885 Queensland 

PA 3621 Victoria 

PA 6071 Western Australia 

PA 2192 New South Wales 

PA 4068 Queensland 

PB 4505 Queensland 

PB 4503 Queensland 

PB 2295 New South Wales 

PB 4053 Queensland 

PB 4507 Queensland 

PB 6055 Western Australia 

PB 2322 New South Wales 

PB 5097 South Australia 
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PB 2452 New South Wales 

PB 4127 Queensland 

PC 3214 Victoria 

PC 2340 New South Wales 

PC 2713 New South Wales 

PC 4507 Queensland 

PC 2300 New South Wales 

PC 2290 New South Wales 

PC 3038 Victoria 

PC 4878 Queensland 

PC 4207 Queensland 

PC 2776 New South Wales 

PD 4280 Queensland 

PD 4133 Queensland 

PD 2441 New South Wales 

PE 4034 Queensland 

PE 5558 South Australia 

PE 4401 Queensland 

PF 4133 Queensland 

PF 4880 Queensland 

PF 4275 Queensland 

PF 3214 Victoria 

PF 6156 Western Australia 

PF 4215 Queensland 

PF 4207 Queensland 

PF 3133 Victoria 

PG 3392 Victoria 

PG 5039 South Australia 

PG 2571 New South Wales 

PG 3222 Victoria 

PH 2480 New South Wales 

PH 4570 Queensland 

PH 4112 Queensland 

PH 4113 Queensland 

PH 5112 South Australia 

PH 2652 New South Wales 

PH 4311 Queensland 

PJ 5491 South Australia 

PK 2000 New South Wales 

PK 3831 Victoria 

PK 4816 Queensland 

PK 4865 Queensland 

PK 7000 Tasmania 

PL 3199 Victoria 

PL 4503 Queensland 
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PL 2035 New South Wales 

PM 4575 Queensland 

PM 4127 Queensland 

PM 3550 Victoria 

PM 5063 South Australia 

PM 6111 Western Australia 

PM 2785 New South Wales 

PM 6430 Western Australia 

PM 3194 Victoria 

PM 4019 Queensland 

PN 6156 Western Australia 

PN 4214 Queensland 

PO 2579 New South Wales 

PO 4873 Queensland 

PO 2763 New South Wales 

PO 2502 New South Wales 

PP 4220 Queensland 

PP 4216 Queensland 

PR 4218 Queensland 

PR 2114 New South Wales 

PR 2114 New South Wales 

PR 4173 Queensland 

PR 2213 New South Wales 

PR 4017 Queensland 

PS 5173 South Australia 

PS 4507 Queensland 

PS 2289 New South Wales 

PS 4127 Queensland 

PS 4207 Queensland 

PS 4510 Queensland 

PS 4075 Queensland 

PS 4301 Queensland 

PS 3025 Victoria 

PT 3796 Victoria 

PT 5290 South Australia 

PT 3804 Victoria 

PT 3804 Victoria 

PT 2750 New South Wales 

PT 3099 Victoria 

PW 4650 Queensland 

PW 4870 Queensland 

PW 2101 New South Wales 

PW 2536 New South Wales 

PW 6027 Western Australia 

PW 2071 New South Wales 
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PW 2750 New South Wales 

PW 2162 New South Wales 

PV 4142 Queensland 

PA 2540 New South Wales 

PD 2756 New South Wales 

PF 6230 Western Australia 

PG 4509 Queensland 

PG 2527 New South Wales 

PH 4560 Queensland 

PM 2026 New South Wales 

PP 6530 Western Australia 

PR 2749 New South Wales 

PS 2261 New South Wales 

PW 4562 Queensland 

PW 2319 New South Wales 

PW 6208 Western Australia 

PB 2868 New South Wales 

PD 4388 Queensland 

PE 4074 Queensland 

PE 2756 New South Wales 

PG 4352 Queensland 

PH 6168 Western Australia 

PJ 4217 Queensland 

PK 3810 Victoria 

PM 3831 Victoria 

PM 4012 Queensland 

PR 2760 New South Wales 

PS 4226 Queensland 

PW 4076 Queensland 

PH 4226 Queensland 

PA 6169 Western Australia 

PM 6530 Western Australia 

PA 6728 Western Australia 

PA 2444 New South Wales 

PC 2316 New South Wales 

PC 2257 New South Wales 

PD 6330 Western Australia 

PE 6110 Western Australia 

PG 4815 Queensland 

PH 4214 Queensland 

PK 4660 Queensland 

PP 4214 Queensland 

PR 3818 Victoria 

PR 4035 Queensland 

PS 4217 Queensland 
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PW 2536 New South Wales 

PS 6164 Western Australia 

PS 2761 New South Wales 

PS 6110 Western Australia 

PC 3088 Victoria 

PP 4557 Queensland 

PS 5107 South Australia 

PM 3121 Victoria 

PB 5290 South Australia 

PT 6027 Western Australia 

QS 6016 Western Australia 

RC 3150 Victoria 

RD 4551 Queensland 

RD 4551 Queensland 

RM 2340 New South Wales 

RR 4305 Queensland 

RW 5700 South Australia 

RW 4215 Queensland 

RB 2765 New South Wales 

RM 5173 South Australia 

RM 5485 South Australia 

RN 5162 South Australia 

RO 3168 Victoria 

RP 3816 Victoria 

RR 5038 South Australia 

RS 2117 New South Wales 

RT 2489 New South Wales 

RW 4157 Queensland 

RW 6324 Western Australia 

RW 2752 New South Wales 

RP 6069 Western Australia 

RT 2486 New South Wales 

RW 2641 New South Wales 

RK 4305 Queensland 

RH 4556 Queensland 

RS 2450 New South Wales 

RM 5096 South Australia 

RS 2148 New South Wales 

RJ 6164 Western Australia 

RS 3059 Victoria 

RC 4564 Queensland 

RC 2000 New South Wales 

RE 5016 South Australia 

RF 3218 Victoria 

RF 3134 Victoria 
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RH 7270 Tasmania 

RJ 4226 Queensland 

RL 4508 Queensland 

RL 3464 Victoria 

RM 4034 Queensland 

RP 2320 New South Wales 

RP 3971 Victoria 

RP 2325 New South Wales 

RP 6110 Western Australia 

RR 4102 Queensland 

RS 2337 New South Wales 

RT 6025 Western Australia 

RT 6123 Western Australia 

RS 5108 South Australia 

RB 6124 Western Australia 

RF 3219 Victoria 

RG 4053 Queensland 

RH 6166 Western Australia 

RL 2430 New South Wales 

RL 2640 New South Wales 

RM 4110 Queensland 

RP 2869 New South Wales 

RS 4555 Queensland 

RS 4615 Queensland 

RW 3101 Victoria 

RW 3028 Victoria 

RY 4714 Queensland 

RC 3177 Victoria 

RA 4573 Queensland 

RB 2761 New South Wales 

RB 2281 New South Wales 

RB 3024 Victoria 

RB 4312 Queensland 

RB 5114 South Australia 

RH 2257 New South Wales 

RH 5265 South Australia 

RL 2640 New South Wales 

RM 5234 South Australia 

RM 3130 Victoria 

RP 2830 New South Wales 

RP 3043 Victoria 

RP 2340 New South Wales 

RR 3199 Victoria 

RS 4650 Queensland 

RW 3465 Victoria 
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RP 6215 Western Australia 

RA 2526 New South Wales 

RB 6239 Western Australia 

RM 2480 New South Wales 

RS 4059 Queensland 

RP 2280 New South Wales 

RG 4208 Queensland 

RK 4205 Queensland 

RB 4701 Queensland 

RG 5268 South Australia 

RN 6000 Western Australia 

RM 6230 Western Australia 

RB 2226 New South Wales 

RL 4506 Queensland 

RB 2557 New South Wales 

RL 6029 Western Australia 

RN 3808 Victoria 

RP 4510 Queensland 

RS 2759 New South Wales 

RW 6059 Western Australia 

RW 5113 South Australia 

RR 2564 New South Wales 

RG 6023 Western Australia 

RF 4510 Queensland 

RC 4211 Queensland 

RD 3550 Victoria 

RH 6027 Western Australia 

RW 2287 New South Wales 

RG 6100 Western Australia 

RM 3749 Victoria 

RH 4503 Queensland 

RJ 6056 Western Australia 

RH 3030 Victoria 

RB 4112 Queensland 

RD 3170 Victoria 

RG 4119 Queensland 

RH 3737 Victoria 

RH 4551 Queensland 

RJ 4129 Queensland 

RK 4211 Queensland 

RM 2265 New South Wales 

RM 4119 Queensland 

RM 6530 Western Australia 

RM 2303 New South Wales 

RP 2204 New South Wales 
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RP 4519 Queensland 

RF 4312 Queensland 

RW 4152 Queensland 

RA 2580 New South Wales 

RA 3825 Victoria 

RB 2777 New South Wales 

RB 4510 Queensland 

RB 4165 Queensland 

RB 5000 South Australia 

RB 6502 Western Australia 

RC 6064 Western Australia 

RC 4213 Queensland 

RC 4817 Queensland 

RD 4750 Queensland 

RD 6169 Western Australia 

RF 3913 Victoria 

RG 2480 New South Wales 

RH 3030 Victoria 

RH 2430 New South Wales 

RH 6012 Western Australia 

RH 2750 New South Wales 

RH 4878 Queensland 

RI 4680 Queensland 

RL 6064 Western Australia 

RM 3352 Victoria 

RO 3802 Victoria 

RP 2745 New South Wales 

RR 3806 Victoria 

RR 2324 New South Wales 

RS 6330 Western Australia 

RS 3153 Victoria 

RS 6027 Western Australia 

RT 4815 Queensland 

RV 2216 New South Wales 

RV 2749 New South Wales 

RW 4510 Queensland 

RW 2839 New South Wales 

RE 3630 Victoria 

RB 3134 Victoria 

RC 2156 New South Wales 

RG 6028 Western Australia 

RJ 2800 New South Wales 

RK 4869 Queensland 

RR 3825 Victoria 

RM 3352 Victoria 
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RP 3465 Victoria 

RT 3977 Victoria 

RT 6148 Western Australia 

RL 2230 New South Wales 

RS 3977 Victoria 

RT 2176 New South Wales 

RB 3220 Victoria 

RB 6285 Western Australia 

RE 4655 Queensland 

RH 2102 New South Wales 

RK 4228 Queensland 

RM 2289 New South Wales 

RP 4304 Queensland 

RP 6207 Western Australia 

RS 4128 Queensland 

RS 3155 Victoria 

RT 6280 Western Australia 

RT 2429 New South Wales 

RU 4800 Queensland 

RA 3162 Victoria 

RA 7019 Tasmania 

RA 4870 Queensland 

RB 4011 Queensland 

RB 2569 New South Wales 

RB 5583 South Australia 

RB 6110 Western Australia 

RB 5158 South Australia 

RB 2560 New South Wales 

RB 2360 New South Wales 

RB 4207 Queensland 

RC 5118 South Australia 

RC 6743 Western Australia 

RC 3068 Victoria 

RC 3277 Victoria 

RD 2427 New South Wales 

RD 6084 Western Australia 

RD 2257 New South Wales 

RD 2011 New South Wales 

RE 2874 New South Wales 

RF 5097 South Australia 

RG 4814 Queensland 

RG 2527 New South Wales 

RH 2441 New South Wales 

RH 2913 Australian Capital Territory 

RH 3677 Victoria 
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RH 5606 South Australia 

RH 4509 Queensland 

RH 5031 South Australia 

RH 4811 Queensland 

RK 5074 South Australia 

RL 4559 Queensland 

RL 4011 Queensland 

RL 2541 New South Wales 

RM 4211 Queensland 

RM 2681 New South Wales 

RM 3764 Victoria 

RM 3020 Victoria 

RM 2770 New South Wales 

RM 2820 New South Wales 

RM 5253 South Australia 

RO 4128 Queensland 

RO 4510 Queensland 

RP 2770 New South Wales 

RP 6057 Western Australia 

RP 2323 New South Wales 

RP 4178 Queensland 

RR 2571 New South Wales 

RR 3551 Victoria 

RR 5253 South Australia 

RR 5169 South Australia 

RS 4558 Queensland 

RS 3352 Victoria 

RS 4101 Queensland 

RS 4861 Queensland 

RS 3082 Victoria 

RS 2428 New South Wales 

RS 2400 New South Wales 

RT 4507 Queensland 

RT 4510 Queensland 

RW 4670 Queensland 

RW 3612 Victoria 

RW 3393 Victoria 

RY 4184 Queensland 

RB 4567 Queensland 

RB 2574 New South Wales 

RH 870 Northern Territory 

RS 2092 New South Wales 

RT 5092 South Australia 

RT 6025 Western Australia 

RB 3442 Victoria 
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RC 2465 New South Wales 

RC 3977 Victoria 

RC 4214 Queensland 

RD 2750 New South Wales 

RD 4740 Queensland 

RF 4701 Queensland 

RG 3809 Victoria 

RG 5251 South Australia 

RH 4212 Queensland 

RH 4670 Queensland 

RH 3429 Victoria 

RH 4741 Queensland 

RJ 3138 Victoria 

RL 3782 Victoria 

RM 2583 New South Wales 

RM 2282 New South Wales 

RM 2570 New South Wales 

RM 4215 Queensland 

RR 2558 New South Wales 

RR 2576 New South Wales 

RS 2795 New South Wales 

RS 4122 Queensland 

RT 4505 Queensland 

RW 4500 Queensland 

RW 7303 Tasmania 

RW 2745 New South Wales 

RY 4215 Queensland 

RM 4226 Queensland 

RF 6014 Western Australia 

RA 4303 Queensland 

RF 4160 Queensland 

RH 4555 Queensland 

RH 2773 New South Wales 

RM 2294 New South Wales 

RM 2460 New South Wales 

RS 4123 Queensland 

RT 4213 Queensland 

RD 4702 Queensland 

RH 4301 Queensland 

RE 3284 Victoria 

RG 3976 Victoria 

RJ 4220 Queensland 

RP 3550 Victoria 

RG 3910 Victoria 

RB 5554 South Australia 
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RB 2794 New South Wales 

RC 4510 Queensland 

RC 2450 New South Wales 

RF 4226 Queensland 

RK 2560 New South Wales 

RM 4871 Queensland 

RM 3163 Victoria 

RM 2577 New South Wales 

RP 5108 South Australia 

RR 2106 New South Wales 

RT 2021 New South Wales 

RV 4740 Queensland 

RW 4655 Queensland 

RC 2615 Australian Capital Territory 

RD 6174 Western Australia 

RC 2122 New South Wales 

RT 7011 Tasmania 

RK 3192 Victoria 

RK 3814 Victoria 

RA 2155 New South Wales 

RG 5098 South Australia 

RC 4514 Queensland 

RF 4811 Queensland 

RF 5108 South Australia 

RG 4214 Queensland 

RG 4207 Queensland 

RI 4701 Queensland 

RJ 3199 Victoria 

RL 5167 South Australia 

RM 2226 New South Wales 

RM 4130 Queensland 

RS 4740 Queensland 

RS 3765 Victoria 

RV 4034 Queensland 

RJ 4075 Queensland 

RA 2261 New South Wales 

RC 5575 South Australia 

RH 4670 Queensland 

RL 4031 Queensland 

RR 4556 Queensland 

RV 4214 Queensland 

RW 6009 Western Australia 

RG 2152 New South Wales 

RB 1495 New South Wales 

RM 2089 New South Wales 
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RS 3131 Victoria 

RB 2763 New South Wales 

RD 2745 New South Wales 

RP 4208 Queensland 

RB 3172 Victoria 

RL 7250 Tasmania 

RS 6230 Western Australia 

RM 2774 New South Wales 

RT 2261 New South Wales 

RB 3260 Victoria 

RD 6072 Western Australia 

RH 6149 Western Australia 

RM 2073 New South Wales 

RM 4125 Queensland 

RN 2080 New South Wales 

RP 4154 Queensland 

RP 4805 Queensland 

RS 6152 Western Australia 

RT 4575 Queensland 

RR 3517 Victoria 

RC 5112 South Australia 

RM 4122 Queensland 

RM 3241 Victoria 

RC 2642 New South Wales 

RH 6233 Western Australia 

RB 4306 Queensland 

RC 2191 New South Wales 

RE 4740 Queensland 

RF 6167 Western Australia 

RI 4818 Queensland 

RM 2210 New South Wales 

RM 4152 Queensland 

RR 2112 New South Wales 

RS 6112 Western Australia 

RS 6210 Western Australia 

RW 2850 New South Wales 

RW 4160 Queensland 

RW 4802 Queensland 

RJ 4701 Queensland 

RR 2905 Australian Capital Territory 

RS 4370 Queensland 

RW 4509 Queensland 

RW 4510 Queensland 

RP 3280 Victoria 

RB 4030 Queensland 
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RR 4506 Queensland 

RS 3831 Victoria 

RT 6031 Western Australia 

RC 7140 Tasmania 

RA 3875 Victoria 

RB 3844 Victoria 

RH 3691 Victoria 

RH 4814 Queensland 

RK 6530 Western Australia 

RK 6530 Western Australia 

RL 4655 Queensland 

RP 4163 Queensland 

RR 4740 Queensland 

RS 3550 Victoria 

RS 3931 Victoria 

RC 4215 Queensland 

RG 7183 Tasmania 

RK 2171 New South Wales 

RM 4053 Queensland 

RT 2155 New South Wales 

RJ 2089 New South Wales 

RK 6007 Western Australia 

RL 2560 New South Wales 

RL 4560 Queensland 

RM 4740 Queensland 

RP 2575 New South Wales 

RP 6066 Western Australia 

RR 5169 South Australia 

RT 4280 Queensland 

RT 3060 Victoria 

SA 2710 New South Wales 

SE 2320 New South Wales 

SY 4069 Queensland 

SV 4825 Queensland 

SF 4151 Queensland 

SD 3939 Victoria 

SC 3765 Victoria 

SD 5109 South Australia 

SG 4505 Queensland 

SH 5096 South Australia 

SM 4067 Queensland 

SM 2290 New South Wales 

SP 7306 Tasmania 

SS 4702 Queensland 

SW 6031 Western Australia 
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SB 5204 South Australia 

SD 4740 Queensland 

SM 4880 Queensland 

SP 3174 Victoria 

SP 3977 Victoria 

SS 5090 South Australia 

SB 4605 Queensland 

SG 3551 Victoria 

SK 5210 South Australia 

SL 4818 Queensland 

SM 2590 New South Wales 

SS 3690 Victoria 

SO 4869 Queensland 

SL 4505 Queensland 

SF 6280 Western Australia 

SM 2761 New South Wales 

SR 2566 New South Wales 

SS 2176 New South Wales 

SS 5069 South Australia 

SC 7212 Tasmania 

SA 6027 Western Australia 

SB 4738 Queensland 

SB 4215 Queensland 

SB 2795 New South Wales 

SB 4701 Queensland 

SC 5118 South Australia 

SC 6062 Western Australia 

SD 5020 South Australia 

SD 2749 New South Wales 

SF 4570 Queensland 

SG 2304 New South Wales 

SG 6215 Western Australia 

SG 2214 New South Wales 

SJ 4556 Queensland 

SH 3216 Victoria 

SJ 2429 New South Wales 

SL 4152 Queensland 

SM 3818 Victoria 

SM 6100 Western Australia 

SP 2262 New South Wales 

SP 3825 Victoria 

SR 6104 Western Australia 

SS 5044 South Australia 

SS 2705 New South Wales 

SS 4575 Queensland 
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SS 5609 South Australia 

ST 2064 New South Wales 

ST 4510 Queensland 

SC 4350 Queensland 

SL 2849 New South Wales 

SS 5114 South Australia 

SW 4740 Queensland 

SB 2290 New South Wales 

SB 5092 South Australia 

SR 7009 Tasmania 

SR 2607 Australian Capital Territory 

SS 2574 New South Wales 

ST 4811 Queensland 

SP 4870 Queensland 

SK 4075 Queensland 

SV 2170 New South Wales 

SY 3109 Victoria 

ST 5725 South Australia 

SG 4555 Queensland 

SA 4211 Queensland 

SA 2280 New South Wales 

SA 4217 Queensland 

SB 2768 New South Wales 

SB 4310 Queensland 

SC 5112 South Australia 

SC 2088 New South Wales 

SD 3199 Victoria 

SD 3658 Victoria 

SE 4740 Queensland 

SE 4799 Queensland 

SF 2571 New South Wales 

SG 3282 Victoria 

SG 2486 New South Wales 

SG 2340 New South Wales 

SG 6210 Western Australia 

SH 3082 Victoria 

SH 6153 Western Australia 

SJ 2768 New South Wales 

SJ 3636 Victoria 

SL 4550 Queensland 

SL 2750 New South Wales 

SM 4340 Queensland 

SM 4744 Queensland 

SM 2318 New South Wales 

SM 4077 Queensland 
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SN 6155 Western Australia 

SP 2518 New South Wales 

SS 2285 New South Wales 

SS 2101 New South Wales 

ST 2870 New South Wales 

SW 5074 South Australia 

SC 2261 New South Wales 

SD 4503 Queensland 

SF 2101 New South Wales 

SH 4670 Queensland 

SM 2250 New South Wales 

SM 4037 Queensland 

SV 4825 Queensland 

SW 2060 New South Wales 

SW 4209 Queensland 

SF 3125 Victoria 

ST 4557 Queensland 

SW 2539 New South Wales 

SG 3910 Victoria 

SN 4655 Queensland 

SW 2323 New South Wales 

SA 6110 Western Australia 

SB 4000 Queensland 

SA 7305 Tasmania 

SC 2529 New South Wales 

SG 5169 South Australia 

SH 3764 Victoria 

SJ 2483 New South Wales 

SK 4860 Queensland 

SK 6106 Western Australia 

SM 2320 New South Wales 

SM 4818 Queensland 

SO 4005 Queensland 

SS 3064 Victoria 

SS 4455 Queensland 

SS 4570 Queensland 

ST 4382 Queensland 

SW 839 Northern Territory 

SO 4829 Queensland 

SC 2776 New South Wales 

SL 5167 South Australia 

ST 4886 Queensland 

SW 4740 Queensland 

SS 2848 New South Wales 

SH 7019 Tasmania 
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SA 6027 Western Australia 

SB 2474 New South Wales 

SC 6027 Western Australia 

SD 4869 Queensland 

SD 2770 New South Wales 

SD 2430 New South Wales 

SG 2484 New South Wales 

SJ 2750 New South Wales 

SM 3551 Victoria 

SM 2178 New South Wales 

SO 3995 Victoria 

SP 3084 Victoria 

SP 2207 New South Wales 

SP 2250 New South Wales 

SR 2224 New South Wales 

SR 4802 Queensland 

SS 2444 New South Wales 

SS 4506 Queensland 

SS 4869 Queensland 

SS 5085 South Australia 

SS 2738 New South Wales 

SS 4119 Queensland 

SU 3134 Victoria 

SW 2611 Australian Capital Territory 

SF 5602 South Australia 

SB 2644 New South Wales 

SH 6057 Western Australia 

SS 2282 New South Wales 

ST 5092 South Australia 

SB 2481 New South Wales 

SB 4209 Queensland 

SG 4563 Queensland 

SM 6060 Western Australia 

SS 3064 Victoria 

SW 4680 Queensland 

SP 4074 Queensland 

SB 6000 Western Australia 

SL 4860 Queensland 

SC 4214 Queensland 

SS 4053 Queensland 

ST 4670 Queensland 

SJ 4610 Queensland 

SR 4124 Queensland 

SA 4511 Queensland 

SD 4868 Queensland 
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SS 2263 New South Wales 

SB 4305 Queensland 

SW 3814 Victoria 

SP 6057 Western Australia 

SL 4209 Queensland 

SC 2153 New South Wales 

SC 2759 New South Wales 

SF 4701 Queensland 

SH 6065 Western Australia 

SH 4510 Queensland 

SH 2747 New South Wales 

SJ 6163 Western Australia 

SL 3337 Victoria 

SM 6110 Western Australia 

SM 2536 New South Wales 

SM 4350 Queensland 

SR 5161 South Australia 

SC 4212 Queensland 

SL 4510 Queensland 

SP 2528 New South Wales 

SI 2207 New South Wales 

SO 4211 Queensland 

SM 4111 Queensland 

SH 3672 Victoria 

SL 2170 New South Wales 

SD 6073 Western Australia 

SE 4556 Queensland 

SG 6066 Western Australia 

SH 6168 Western Australia 

SK 3805 Victoria 

SL 3152 Victoria 

SM 4178 Queensland 

SM 3500 Victoria 

SM 4213 Queensland 

SM 4034 Queensland 

SM 2452 New South Wales 

SP 3219 Victoria 

SR 4470 Queensland 

SS 2480 New South Wales 

SW 6147 Western Australia 

SC 4504 Queensland 

SK 6027 Western Australia 

SS 4109 Queensland 

SV 3429 Victoria 

SS 5035 South Australia 
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SY 6156 Western Australia 

SO 4817 Queensland 

SC 7320 Tasmania 

SG 6027 Western Australia 

SP 2500 New South Wales 

SW 3815 Victoria 

SC 6069 Western Australia 

SL 4343 Queensland 

SK 3011 Victoria 

SM 5092 South Australia 

SW 4211 Queensland 

SA 4228 Queensland 

SP 4754 Queensland 

ST 2360 New South Wales 

SB 3030 Victoria 

SE 3055 Victoria 

SG 3070 Victoria 

SJ 2196 New South Wales 

SF 6021 Western Australia 

SN 6230 Western Australia 

SK 3162 Victoria 

SK 4301 Queensland 

SP 4610 Queensland 

SW 4740 Queensland 

SS 2170 New South Wales 

SR 4207 Queensland 

SM 4343 Queensland 

SG 2022 New South Wales 

SG 870 Northern Territory 

SP 3138 Victoria 

SW 4280 Queensland 

SO 4557 Queensland 

SR 5074 South Australia 

SG 3977 Victoria 

SB 2151 New South Wales 

SB 3810 Victoria 

SB 2190 New South Wales 

SC 4550 Queensland 

SD 2212 New South Wales 

SH 2640 New South Wales 

SM 2536 New South Wales 

SM 6076 Western Australia 

SM 4125 Queensland 

SR 2602 Australian Capital Territory 

SW 3011 Victoria 
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SB 2440 New South Wales 

SB 6081 Western Australia 

SB 4362 Queensland 

SC 6107 Western Australia 

SC 820 Northern Territory 

SC 2570 New South Wales 

SD 2115 New South Wales 

SD 4700 Queensland 

SD 3888 Victoria 

SD 6330 Western Australia 

SD 6147 Western Australia 

SG 2178 New South Wales 

SG 4455 Queensland 

SG 3871 Victoria 

SG 2287 New South Wales 

SG 2233 New South Wales 

SG 6062 Western Australia 

SG 2880 New South Wales 

SH 4878 Queensland 

SH TS252RL Queensland 

SH 3072 Victoria 

SJ 6232 Western Australia 

SJ 4504 Queensland 

SK 4562 Queensland 

SK 2540 New South Wales 

SM 3429 Victoria 

SM 3810 Victoria 

SP 3012 Victoria 

SP 4701 Queensland 

SP 6725 Western Australia 

SR 4575 Queensland 

SR 3040 Victoria 

SR 3177 Victoria 

SR 4275 Queensland 

SS 2261 New South Wales 

SS 2573 New South Wales 

SS 6026 Western Australia 

SS 3156 Victoria 

ST 2565 New South Wales 

SW 6163 Western Australia 

SW 3698 Victoria 

SW 3199 Victoria 

ST 2176 New South Wales 

SA 5355 South Australia 

SB 4221 Queensland 
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SC 4740 Queensland 

SC 5115 South Australia 

SD 2526 New South Wales 

SD 6258 Western Australia 

SH 5255 South Australia 

SH 5047 South Australia 

SH 4870 Queensland 

SH 5159 South Australia 

SJ 6063 Western Australia 

SK 3088 Victoria 

SK 4305 Queensland 

SK 4659 Queensland 

SL 4343 Queensland 

SM 4207 Queensland 

SM 2324 New South Wales 

SM 5234 South Australia 

SM 3556 Victoria 

SM 3082 Victoria 

SO 2795 New South Wales 

SR 3977 Victoria 

SV 3812 Victoria 

SW 4053 Queensland 

SY 7000 Tasmania 

SA 4214 Queensland 

SB 4740 Queensland 

SB 4312 Queensland 

SB 4215 Queensland 

SC 4301 Queensland 

SD 3825 Victoria 

SG 2460 New South Wales 

SG 830 Northern Territory 

SJ 3557 Victoria 

SM 4350 Queensland 

SO 2319 New South Wales 

SP 6027 Western Australia 

SS 2478 New South Wales 

SS 2470 New South Wales 

ST 5253 South Australia 

SM 4220 Queensland 

SC 4343 Queensland 

SD 2177 New South Wales 

SD 2483 New South Wales 

SG 2285 New South Wales 

SK 4551 Queensland 

SB 5074 South Australia 
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SB 6077 Western Australia 

SC 3337 Victoria 

SD 6430 Western Australia 

SH 2138 New South Wales 

SK 4650 Queensland 

SM 2354 New South Wales 

SP 6125 Western Australia 

ST 3123 Victoria 

SB 2573 New South Wales 

SB 2590 New South Wales 

SB 2820 New South Wales 

SC 3550 Victoria 

SC 2318 New South Wales 

SC 2259 New South Wales 

SC 4570 Queensland 

SE 3805 Victoria 

SG 3823 Victoria 

SI 4561 Queensland 

SK 2450 New South Wales 

SM 3219 Victoria 

SM 4558 Queensland 

SM 3825 Victoria 

SM 4165 Queensland 

SM 3465 Victoria 

SN 4870 Queensland 

ST 4677 Queensland 

SW 4220 Queensland 

SW 2646 New South Wales 

SS 2646 New South Wales 

SA 2163 New South Wales 

SA 4313 Queensland 

SB 4575 Queensland 

SC 4870 Queensland 

SD 2582 New South Wales 

SD 2760 New South Wales 

SF 4572 Queensland 

SF 2539 New South Wales 

SF 4879 Queensland 

SG 2430 New South Wales 

SG 2480 New South Wales 

SH 4562 Queensland 

SH 3796 Victoria 

SH 2650 New South Wales 

SH 2783 New South Wales 

SI 2486 New South Wales 

http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au
http://www.bernardgaynor.com.au


210 
 

 

SJ 2560 New South Wales 

SK 2790 New South Wales 

SL 2850 New South Wales 

SL 6233 Western Australia 

SL 4503 Queensland 

SL 5330 South Australia 

SM 6401 Western Australia 

SM 3635 Victoria 

SM 4223 Queensland 

SM 4215 Queensland 

SM 4213 Queensland 

SO 840 Northern Territory 

SP 4207 Queensland 

SP 4702 Queensland 

SP 3505 Victoria 

SS 4812 Queensland 

SS 4655 Queensland 

SW 2778 New South Wales 

SW 4519 Queensland 

SV 2753 New South Wales 

SW 4550 Queensland 

SG 4655 Queensland 

ST 3037 Victoria 

SC 810 Northern Territory 

SR 3125 Victoria 

SD 2617 Australian Capital Territory 

SO 6156 Western Australia 

SC 2009 New South Wales 

SD 6041 Western Australia 

SE 3550 Victoria 

SG 6111 Western Australia 

SH 3730 Victoria 

SM 7250 Tasmania 

SP 4560 Queensland 

SR 2575 New South Wales 

SS 4124 Queensland 

SS 2295 New South Wales 

ST 4226 Queensland 

SM 2795 New South Wales 

SB 2216 New South Wales 

SL 4213 Queensland 

SP 2324 New South Wales 

SK 4216 Queensland 

SR 3356 Victoria 

SH 4160 Queensland 
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SC 4214 Queensland 

SW 3099 Victoria 

SA 4215 Queensland 

SB 3166 Victoria 

SB 3166 Victoria 

SP 4133 Queensland 

SR 4702 Queensland 

SS 2259 New South Wales 

SW 6024 Western Australia 

TS 6005 Western Australia 

TH 6056 Western Australia 

TS 2749 New South Wales 

TJ 4720 Queensland 

TK 6743 Western Australia 

TM 6030 Western Australia 

TW 3078 Victoria 

TC 4051 Queensland 

TM 3551 Victoria 

TO 4720 Queensland 

TO 6566 Western Australia 

TP 2170 New South Wales 

TP 4606 Queensland 

TB 4818 Queensland 

TD 6714 Western Australia 

TH 4060 Queensland 

TL 3936 Victoria 

TM 4078 Queensland 

TP 2761 New South Wales 

TS 2870 New South Wales 

TB 4805 Queensland 

TC 3984 Victoria 

TC 5271 South Australia 

TJ 5010 South Australia 

TM 4074 Queensland 

TM 4207 Queensland 

TN 4207 Queensland 

TS 4127 Queensland 

TW 4346 Queensland 

TW 2750 New South Wales 

TB 6051 Western Australia 

TJ 4508 Queensland 

TM 2022 New South Wales 

TE 4870 Queensland 

TL 2220 New South Wales 

TC 2280 New South Wales 
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TG 3770 Victoria 

TK 3130 Victoria 

TP 4300 Queensland 

TQ 4680 Queensland 

TB 4519 Queensland 

TJ 6234 Western Australia 

TT 4655 Queensland 

TM 6230 Western Australia 

TD 2444 New South Wales 

TP 4580 Queensland 

TP 4670 Queensland 

TD 4061 Queensland 

TG 2760 New South Wales 

TH 4605 Queensland 

TM 4066 Queensland 

TP 4215 Queensland 

TR 2500 New South Wales 

TC 4871 Queensland 

TM 4170 Queensland 

TS 4221 Queensland 

TO 2321 New South Wales 

TP 7250 Tasmania 

TR 4074 Queensland 

TH 4615 Queensland 

TL 4159 Queensland 

TB 2460 New South Wales 

TB 4228 Queensland 

TB 2225 New South Wales 

TB 2477 New South Wales 

TC 6064 Western Australia 

TC 3909 Victoria 

TC 2913 Australian Capital Territory 

TD 4223 Queensland 

TK 2153 New South Wales 

TK 4500 Queensland 

TM 3915 Victoria 

TN 2650 New South Wales 

TO 6284 Western Australia 

TW 4105 Queensland 

TW 6168 Western Australia 

TW 2640 New South Wales 

TC 3351 Victoria 

TD 4670 Queensland 

TM 5075 South Australia 

TC 6536 Western Australia 
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TD 2749 New South Wales 

TH 5116 South Australia 

TM 4670 Queensland 

TR 4720 Queensland 

TW 6030 Western Australia 

TY 6050 Western Australia 

TA 4132 Queensland 

TC 5000 South Australia 

TG 3812 Victoria 

TA 4872 Queensland 

TB 6151 Western Australia 

TL 4567 Queensland 

TM 5158 South Australia 

TN 4563 Queensland 

TG 2218 New South Wales 

TB 5000 South Australia 

TJ 3030 Victoria 

TP 3179 Victoria 

TS 3124 Victoria 

TA 3820 Victoria 

TB 4310 Queensland 

TB 2233 New South Wales 

TE 2134 New South Wales 

TF 6030 Western Australia 

TG 5163 South Australia 

TH 2464 New South Wales 

TJ 6728 Western Australia 

TK 4701 Queensland 

TL 3805 Victoria 

TM 4214 Queensland 

TM 4305 Queensland 

TM 5126 South Australia 

TN 3400 Victoria 

TP 4221 Queensland 

TR 2251 New South Wales 

TS 2233 New South Wales 

TW 4680 Queensland 

TA 6714 Western Australia 

TI 2317 New South Wales 

TM 6725 Western Australia 

TP 4877 Queensland 

TW 6065 Western Australia 

TB 3088 Victoria 

TD 3956 Victoria 

TM 6450 Western Australia 
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TR 6109 Western Australia 

TK 3000 Victoria 

TS 3831 Victoria 

TH 4074 Queensland 

TR 2259 New South Wales 

TG 4677 Queensland 

TM 3458 Victoria 

TP 4856 Queensland 

TR 4702 Queensland 

TS 2573 New South Wales 

TP 2640 New South Wales 

TD 4557 Queensland 

TS 2049 New South Wales 

TA 3910 Victoria 

TA 4878 Queensland 

TA 4179 Queensland 

TA 2145 New South Wales 

TB 4812 Queensland 

TB 2145 New South Wales 

TD 3677 Victoria 

TD 6169 Western Australia 

TD 4164 Queensland 

TF 5118 South Australia 

TH 2582 New South Wales 

TH 4350 Queensland 

TH 4817 Queensland 

TM 4208 Queensland 

TS 4509 Queensland 

TS 2287 New South Wales 

TT 4272 Queensland 

TW 3815 Victoria 

TW 4400 Queensland 

TY 6798 Western Australia 

TH 4670 Queensland 

TH 7310 Tasmania 

TB 4519 Queensland 

TB 4510 Queensland 

TB 2570 New South Wales 

TC 2800 New South Wales 

TD 4207 Queensland 

TD 4350 Queensland 

TH 2162 New South Wales 

TH 2211 New South Wales 

TH 4305 Queensland 

TJ 4670 Queensland 
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TK 4106 Queensland 

TM 2770 New South Wales 

TP 4119 Queensland 

TR 2285 New South Wales 

TS 2528 New South Wales 

TT 3123 Victoria 

TK 4869 Queensland 

TM 2282 New South Wales 

TT 4744 Queensland 

TB 4216 Queensland 

TC 5161 South Australia 

TF 4207 Queensland 

TN 2046 New South Wales 

TP 3021 Victoria 

TP 3705 Victoria 

TS 7307 Tasmania 

TS 3124 Victoria 

TW 4065 Queensland 

TD 3802 Victoria 

TV 2154 New South Wales 

TD 2529 New South Wales 

TM 6112 Western Australia 

TM 2154 New South Wales 

TT 2000 New South Wales 

TA 2156 New South Wales 

TB 5433 South Australia 

TC 2229 New South Wales 

TG 6175 Western Australia 

TG 3385 Victoria 

TH 4173 Queensland 

TK 2176 New South Wales 

TL 5107 South Australia 

TM 3815 Victoria 

TN 4226 Queensland 

TT 3810 Victoria 

TT 2655 New South Wales 

TC 2161 New South Wales 

TJ 6233 Western Australia 

TW 4165 Queensland 

TL 3805 Victoria 

TP 4130 Queensland 

TC 2560 New South Wales 

TR 4350 Queensland 

TA 4132 Queensland 

TB 4215 Queensland 
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TB 4223 Queensland 

TC 4306 Queensland 

TG 2259 New South Wales 

TH 4570 Queensland 

TH 3690 Victoria 

TT 2570 New South Wales 

TL 7250 Tasmania 

TK 5255 South Australia 

TW 4285 Queensland 

TS 5700 South Australia 

TS 2847 New South Wales 

UF 5162 South Australia 

UB 4581 Queensland 

UC 2575 New South Wales 

UD 4810 Queensland 

UW 4078 Queensland 

VA 4740 Queensland 

VM 5064 South Australia 

VP 4553 Queensland 

VB 2575 New South Wales 

VC 4421 Queensland 

VN 5158 South Australia 

VO 2607 Australian Capital Territory 

VR 3136 Victoria 

VS 5108 South Australia 

VB 4215 Queensland 

VH 6065 Western Australia 

VM 3770 Victoria 

VB 4070 Queensland 

VB 4179 Queensland 

VE 2000 New South Wales 

VM 3174 Victoria 

VM 2530 New South Wales 

VA 4035 Queensland 

VR 4503 Queensland 

VT 3023 Victoria 

VM 4165 Queensland 

VG 2340 New South Wales 

VT 2171 New South Wales 

VB 6124 Western Australia 

VB 4680 Queensland 

VC 4817 Queensland 

VD 4212 Queensland 

VG 4218 Queensland 

VG 3551 Victoria 
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VH 2234 New South Wales 

VJ 2470 New South Wales 

VL 3250 Victoria 

VM 7330 Tasmania 

VS 2294 New South Wales 

VS 5605 South Australia 

VT 2262 New South Wales 

VG 3840 Victoria 

VV 2747 New South Wales 

VB 7117 Tasmania 

VE 4680 Queensland 

VT 4575 Queensland 

VM 4341 Queensland 

VP 4671 Queensland 

VS 4472 Queensland 

VB 2650 New South Wales 

VZ 3037 Victoria 

VB 810 Northern Territory 

VL 3149 Victoria 

VR 4401 Queensland 

VD 4210 Queensland 

VA 4509 Queensland 

VL 5011 South Australia 

VS 2478 New South Wales 

VS 3810 Victoria 

VJ 2038 New South Wales 

VR 2340 New South Wales 

VG 2206 New South Wales 

WB 6109 Western Australia 

WM 2466 New South Wales 

WJ 6168 Western Australia 

WB 3200 Victoria 

WB 2913 Australian Capital Territory 

WC 7320 Tasmania 

WH 2484 New South Wales 

WM 2171 New South Wales 

WN 2153 New South Wales 

WR 2770 New South Wales 

WS 4670 Queensland 

WT 2221 New South Wales 

WT 2019 New South Wales 

WW 4814 Queensland 

WJ 4152 Queensland 

WL 2502 New South Wales 

WR 2323 New South Wales 
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WB 6280 Western Australia 

WB 2259 New South Wales 

WB 2281 New South Wales 

WB 4710 Queensland 

WD 6155 Western Australia 

WG 3030 Victoria 

WG 2800 New South Wales 

WG 4165 Queensland 

WH 5223 South Australia 

WJ 2766 New South Wales 

WK 2566 New South Wales 

WL 2564 New South Wales 

WM 6516 Western Australia 

WN 3174 Victoria 

WN 2280 New South Wales 

WP 6100 Western Australia 

WP 4655 Queensland 

WP 6210 Western Australia 

WP 3840 Victoria 

WP 2021 New South Wales 

WR 4817 Queensland 

WW 3995 Victoria 

WW 2155 New South Wales 

WW 2032 New South Wales 

WM 4581 Queensland 

WB 2170 New South Wales 

WB 4227 Queensland 

WB 4500 Queensland 

WB 3804 Victoria 

WB 2470 New South Wales 

WB 2871 New South Wales 

WD 3280 Victoria 

WD 2293 New South Wales 

WD 2232 New South Wales 

WE 4112 Queensland 

WF 4213 Queensland 

WH 3644 Victoria 

WH 2286 New South Wales 

WH 4211 Queensland 

WJ 4880 Queensland 

WL 2371 New South Wales 

WM 5540 South Australia 

WN 4861 Queensland 

WO 4132 Queensland 

WR 4735 Queensland 
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WS 3132 Victoria 

WS 3082 Victoria 

WW 3030 Victoria 

WW 4865 Queensland 

WR 4879 Queensland 

WW 4068 Queensland 

WA 5096 South Australia 

WH 4020 Queensland 

WD 4211 Queensland 

WA 3152 Victoria 

WH 2572 New South Wales 

WA 3249 Victoria 

WA 2485 New South Wales 

WA 4556 Queensland 

WA 6230 Western Australia 

WB 2640 New South Wales 

WB 2480 New South Wales 

WB 4352 Queensland 

WC 6102 Western Australia 

WE 5066 South Australia 

WF 3888 Victoria 

WF 4740 Queensland 

WG 3805 Victoria 

WG 4720 Queensland 

WG 4556 Queensland 

WG 4157 Queensland 

WH 4306 Queensland 

WH 4129 Queensland 

WH 4670 Queensland 

WH 4805 Queensland 

WM 3825 Victoria 

WM 3550 Victoria 

WM 2000 New South Wales 

WM 3084 Victoria 

WM 2340 New South Wales 

WP 4557 Queensland 

WR 4560 Queensland 

WS 2446 New South Wales 

WS 4868 Queensland 

WS 2317 New South Wales 

WS 6169 Western Australia 

WT 4065 Queensland 

WW 2100 New South Wales 

WW 4817 Queensland 

WK 3814 Victoria 
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WA 4211 Queensland 

WC 6510 Western Australia 

WN 4077 Queensland 

WW 6450 Western Australia 

WF 4132 Queensland 

WM 2618 Australian Capital Territory 

WB 2537 New South Wales 

YS 3109 Victoria 

YH 2077 New South Wales 

YV 2577 New South Wales 

YK 4209 Queensland 

YM 2484 New South Wales 

YP 810 Northern Territory 

YW 2530 New South Wales 

ZN 4127 Queensland 

ZM 6065 Western Australia 

ZM 4560 Queensland 

ZS 2340 New South Wales 

 

Initials Country 

JV Canada 

LC Canada 

FH Cyprus 

MS Germany 

RO Ireland 

AB New Zealand 

JG New Zealand 

JS New Zealand 

NF New Zealand 

RP New Zealand 

RB New Zealand 

RC New Zealand 

RC New Zealand 

RT New Zealand 

KP Poland 

WP Singapore 

WP South Africa 

JD Spain 

AM United Kingdom 

CD United Kingdom 

CS United Kingdom 

CB United Kingdom 

DL United Kingdom 

DS United Kingdom 

EB United Kingdom 
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EM United Kingdom 

FH United Kingdom 

JS United Kingdom 

JB United Kingdom 

KM United Kingdom 

LC United Kingdom 

LH United Kingdom 

MS United Kingdom 

MH United Kingdom 

NM United Kingdom 

NH United Kingdom 

WM United Kingdom 

ZF United Kingdom 

AS United States of America 

BR United States of America 

CM United States of America 

JL United States of America 

JM United States of America 

LK United States of America 

TD United States of America 

HW Zimbabwe 
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From:
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Cc:
Subject: Halal certification and labelling
Date: Friday, 31 July 2015 5:19:14 PM

The Secretariat
Senate Standing Committee on Economics

Dear Sir/Madam:

I can't see any need of having Halal foods or products in Australia,
seeing we have our own method of provision, certification and
labelling.

However, if Halal products are needed by the Muslim population they
should be clearly labelled as such, so that every buyer can
personally choose if they want to buy them.

Because at least some of the income from Halal products goes to the
support of Islamic terrorist causes or to the financing of mosques, I
want to be sure that I am not contributing in any way to such
activities.

Apart from the above, it should be axiomatic that any Halal
procedure/practice which contravenes any Australian law should be
illegal and banned.

I am thankful for the opportunity to contribute in some manner to
this discussion.

Sincerely,

Spero Katos
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From:
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third party certification of food inquiry submission
Date: Friday, 31 July 2015 5:21:22 PM

Hello,

Please keep my contact information confidential.

Inquiry into third party certification of food

Food certification committee,

Halal Certification is part of a global economic Jihad against the West and has been operating in
 Australia for decades.

I'm not against halal as a dietary requirement, I have issue with halal certification itself and call
 for it to be free of charge, paid only by those that insist on it or banned altogether. 

One major halal certifier is now engaged in Lawfare (form of asymmetric warfare that covertly
 threatens democracy through the manipulation of laws) in the Australian Supreme Court over a halal
 certification critical video. The goal is to shut down any criticism of halal certification or certifiers,
 restrict freedom of speech and prevent exposing any criminal activity regarding halal certification in
 the future. 
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/cases/nsw/NSWSC/2015/545.html
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/cases/nsw/NSWSC/2015/990.html

Consumer Concerns
We have all seen the effects of Sharia Law worldwide and can no longer ignore it. Buying halal
 certified products and services funds the expansion of Islam and Sharia Law in Australia and
 worldwide.

For majority of products & services to be certified halal is not warranted; the demand for halal certified
 products is insignificant and for some products like cat food to be certified is absurd. Halal certification
 increases the price of goods. 

Why is labelling optional and why aren't all products and services labelled or labelled clearly? 

There are numerous hygiene concerns in regards to the halal slaughter of animal. 

Islamic Sharia law's obsession with cruelty, torture and death is alarming. This is evident in halal
 slaughter as well.

Business Concerns
Once the business or product is halal certified i.e becomes Sharia compliant, more demands need to be
 met. The business in many cases is required to change operational practices, replace machinery, use
 only halal certified cleaning products and more. 

The transportation and storage of goods and services require halal certification at extra cost. These costs
 are also passed on to the consumers, including Muslims. 

Intimidation and bullying is likely if a business refuses to sign up. In that case, halal certification is
 nothing but a disguised protection racket. 

Creates a parallel economy segregated from the rest of the community. Halal certification does not

mailto:Economics.Sen@aph.gov.au
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/cases/nsw/NSWSC/2015/545.html
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/cases/nsw/NSWSC/2015/990.html


 benefit any community nor does it benefit society. 

If companies choose to disrespect their non-Muslim customers by imposing offensive Islamic
 observance on them, without consent or knowledge in many cases, then expect an equal and opposite
 reaction 

Society
Overseas e.g Canada, the halal certification investigation has found millions of dollars sent to the
 terrorist organisation Hamas through various "charities". 

Once a business becomes Sharia compliant i.e halal certified, in many cases, only Muslims can be
 employed. This is discrimination. 

The practice of halal slaughter i.e throat slashing while the animal is still alive ensures the animal
 suffers and feels excruciating pain for some time before it dies. 

Halal certification is offensive to other religions and movements.

Sincerely,
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From:
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: re: Third party certification of food
Date: Friday, 31 July 2015 5:24:12 PM

STRICLY OF MOST IMPORTANCE  PLEASE WITHHOLD MY PERSONAL
 DETAILS.

 

DATE 31 July 2015

 

Dear Sir/Madam,

 

I would like to submit to the Third party certification inquiry in regards to Halal foods and
 Food Labelling. 

There are a few points I would like to be clarification on/

 It is my knowledge  that almost all chickens slaughtered in Australia are slaughtered by
 mechanical slaughter and are still certified Halal? Would this be correct?

As you can see from above, even the muslims themselves admit that some Muslim
 Scholars agree all that needs to be said is "Bismillah" and that makes meat permissible for
 muslims.

 I am not qualified in Islam But nowhere ever has an Ideology made almost all food and
 lots of other things including pet food cleaning products tampons etc. have to have a
  Certified Tax on them. A Tax that we all have to Pay if we wish to use or consume them.
 Even if its totally against our religion to eat food certified and pleased by a god other than

mailto:Economics.Sen@aph.gov.au


 our own.  Why when islam is 2% of the population that the other 98% forced to
 consume/use the products  often unlabelled.  We have no choice as more and more things
 are heading this way.

We have spoken with our wallets and stopped buying the products we know that are Halal
 certified or contain Halal certifed Ingredients.  We don’t for sure know exactly where
 every bit goes. But they give it to building new mosques and can sent the money to the
 terrorists as they see fit.  No one has ever made money of a religious tax on food until
 now.  

One example Easter:  I love my chocolate bunny and hot cross buns as much as the next
 person. I wasn’t able sure as more hot cross buns and Easter eggs were halal Certified. 
 Yes you heard me Halal Certified!!!   The Majority of Australians celebrate Easter. Yet
 the Halal Certification is against our Faith and  meant we were not able to consume them.
 The Islamic people could consume them as they are halal Certified. Did they eat them ??
 No as it was against their faith to celebrate Christian traditions.   So they were made for
 Islamic people who couldn’t eat them anyway. We couldn’t consume them as they were
 Halal Certified. Hence the stores were trying to sell them dirt cheap after Easter and the
 shelves were still full. I supported Lindt as I am allowed to consume that as there is no
 opposing religious tax on them

 Lots of our exports are Halal Certified going to similar Countries where 98% of the
 country is also made up of Multicultural people all different nationalities etc.  only the
 2%  is Halal the rest like me have this halal Certification Tax paid for something that is
 against my religion.

Please tell me this is a joke!   Its time for the government to take this bull by the horns and
 do what is right for all of the Australian population as a whole and not just the 2% who are
 loudly demanding it.  Generations past who have fought for this country would be
 absolutely horrified at what this government has allowed.

 As an Anglican the matter of halal certification is of great concern to me, and many other
 Australians I have spoken with. My concerns are detailed as follows.

It is to my  understanding that  Muslims, similar to Jews have their own method of
 slaughter, currently the Jewish do not force their ideals on the general public yet the
 Muslims have been allowed and even encouraged to implement the Halal slaughter
 methods and the halal certificate beef schemes on the unknowing general Australian
 public.  

No beef is labeled religious kill to my knowledge, or Halal Slaughtered, no beef is labeled
 rejected beef because the animal failed to die as per Islamic standards.

We as consumers DO pay for this certificate that never makes it to the packaging.   And
 Sir, I object strongly. I object this has been forced on us unknowingly, I object
 government after government have allowed Islam to have a stronghold in our beef
 industry. 



Equally, I object to having foods that are already permissible for Muslims to eat being
 certified, foods such as salt, sugar, butter, milk, yogurt, flour, baked beans, Vegemite, you
 name it, it seems like if it stays still long enough it’s going to be certified halal by some
 Islamic organisation or Muslim business man who is quite happy to certify anything
 despite what their Qur'an says.  

 I trust the inquiry will come to the conclusion that whilst you live in Australia you live
 under Australian laws, not Sharia Laws and under Australian law all foods are permissible
 for a Muslim to eat except the obvious such as pork etc.

Products that are not clearly marked as halal certified takes away my freedom of choice in
 being able to choose to not purchase halal certified products. This practice would seem to
 be nothing more than a form of religious tax, as how would anyone following the Islamic
 ideology be able to identify that product as halal. The fact that the product seller pays for
 the certification, but does not present the label on the product is highly misleading to
 myself and the Australian community.

As an Australian I feel betrayed the government has sanctioned the loss of Australian
 Slaughter mens jobs, I feel betrayed the government has backed down on animal welfare
 rights and I feel a minority is having an adverse effect on the Australian multicultural
 mindset.   HALAL needs to be removed from products in Australia. 

 As a consumer of Australian lamb, beef, chicken, why should I have to pay more for my
 food to financially support an ideology that I dont believe in.

As an Australian I feel betrayed the government has sanctioned the loss of Australian
 Slaughter mens jobs, I feel betrayed the government has backed down on animal welfare
 rights and I feel a minority is having an adverse effect on the Australian multicultural
 mindset.   HALAL needs to be removed from products in Australia. 

Halal certification is not an essential requirement for the Muslim/Islamic ideology. A
 person following Islam can recite a prayer to make their meal Halal ("28. That they may
 witness things that are of benefit to them (i.e. reward of Hajj in the Hereafter, and also
 some worldly gain from trade, etc.), and mention the Name of Allah on appointed days
 (i.e. 10th, 11th, 12th, and 13th day of Dhul-Hijjah), over the beast of cattle that He has
 provided for them (for sacrifice) (at the time of their slaughtering by saying: Bismillah,
 Wallahu-Akbar, Allahumma Minka wa Ilaik). Then eat thereof and feed therewith the
 poor who have a very hard time."). Therefore certification on our food products, where
 they are prepared, is an unwarranted cost

If I was to recite Grace or anything else, or, nothing in some case for Atheists.  This would
 still not make the food safe to eat as it has been pleased by another god. Also it does not
 take away the Costs of the Halal Certification.

I feel I am being Discriminated against each time I purchase anything. Why are we being
 forced to pay a tax for an ideology that we don’t even believe in.  Why are most things not
 labelled clearly to display either “Halal certified” on the front or “contains Halal certified



 ingredients”  that is sneaky and misleading to the 98% of the population buying the
 product under false pretenses. It takes me a lot longer to do shopping now so many
 products I have been forced to stop using because it’s now Halal Certified. I could maybe
 understand if they had 2 products. One normal and one Halal Certified with the additional
 cost.

If I talk about halal Certification, and/or ask where the fund are used for etc. I am wrongly
 labelled as a racist and bigot.  They do not disclose honestly where the funds are going. I
 fear this is being used to harm Australians and the west of the Western World.

If we need this Halal certification. It should be by the Government.  No Money should be
 involved is keeping it etc. or is there is that is used by the Government to better Australia.

All Products Should be Marked clearly as either Halal Certified or Contains Halal
 Certified Ingredients. This would be on the front if a large symbol so people can have a
 freedom of choice and knowledge about what they are buying.

I am not a Racist I am not a Bigot. I don’t believe any religious beliefs should be forced
 apon us in the way halal certification has. After all the mind goggles as to why we needed
 halal certification on water salt tampons pet foods and the list can go on forever.

We have all had our own beliefs and co-existed peacefully. So I don’t know why halal has
 been allowed and also why they can make money from it. 

In sincerity and respect,

 

Regards

 

Signature _ __

31st July 2015

ref: http://muslimvillage.com/2014/06/05/54221/hand-v-machine-slaughter-halal-chicken/

 

http://muslimvillage.com/2014/06/05/54221/hand-v-machine-slaughter-halal-chicken/
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From:
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Fwd: voice against Halal certification
Date: Friday, 31 July 2015 5:28:56 PM

Senate Standing Committees on Economics
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600

·         I am a Hindu and Halal meat or food containing Halal contents are forbidden to me
 according to my faith.

·         I am against this certification.

·         As an Australian  am I supposed to know what I am eating? And have I got a choice?.

·         Because the food in the supermarkets are not labelled as Halal  so I don’t know
 whether I am eating food  which is forbidden to me according to Sikhism.

·         Companies which use Halal Certification stamp are paying tens of thousands of dollars
 for the use and that cost is passed on to us the consumers.

·         Why should I pay for to  certification of food for 2% of the people.

·         If 2% wants to get it certified  food then they should pay for it.

·         Where does that money which companies pay to the Halal Certification Authority,
 goes to.

·         It is an Islamic religious tax to have their product halal certified, in which I do not
 believe and don’t eat so why should I pay this tax

·         Where does all this money  the proprietors of the Halal Certification Stamp get goes
 and do they pay any tax on that money.   

Yours sincerely

     

    ( My name and particulars should not be published)

mailto:Economics.Sen@aph.gov.au
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31 July 2015 
 
 
 
Dear Senator, 
 
 
I am mainly concerned about Halal certification. I would like to know why this 
certification is in Australia for such a small minority of the population.  Moreover, I do 
not understand why products that are certified halal are not clearly identifiable so that 
the consumer can make an informed choice.  People may not want to pay this ‘tax’ 
on their food and other products.  I certainly don’t! I would like to see this particular 
certification abolished. 
 
Furthermore, halal/kosher slaughter of animals is cruel and should be abolished.  
There are standards that are in place for the treatment of animals at slaughter and 
these should be followed.  Permanent stunning before their throat is slit is the only 
way that is acceptable. 
 
 
Thank you 
Denise Singleton 
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From:
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Cc:
Subject: THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATION INQUIRY SUBMISSION
Date: Friday, 31 July 2015 5:32:07 PM

Clr Peter Harle  

 
Date: 23rd July 2015
 
Dear Sir/Madam
 
RE: THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATION FOOD INQUIRY
 
I would like to add my submission to the inquiry regarding third party certification of foods. My
 concern is with HALAL Third Party Food and other products certification.
 
TERMS OF REFERENCE OF INQUIRY, these are the Governments expectations of subject matter.
 
1. The extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not limited
 to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and general food
 safety certification schemes;
 
So many foods are currently CERTIFIED Halal that it is almost impossible to avoid buying Halal
 certified foods.  The majority of products are not labelled or the Halal labels are deliberately
 hidden from casual view, it is a very deceitful way of ensuring consumers financially support
 Islam. In fact I consider  Halal Certification to be a form legal extortion.
 
 
2. Current labelling requirements of food certification schemes;
 
There do not appear to be any labelling guidelines whatsoever.  As you can see from the above
 list the majority of those foods need no certification to make them permissible for a Muslim to be
 able to enjoy them.  It seems to me everything is being CERTIFIED and the fees collected from
 gullible companies are being passed on to us the consumer.  I would suggest that the majority of
 Australians especially senior Australians have no idea what the word HALAL means let alone the
 impact of HALAL-C on their overall living costs!
 
Sadly many manufacturing and distribution companies are not labelling their products Halal
 despite having paid for the certification, so how does such a marketing campaign benefit them?
 
I am truly astounded that the Australian Government via their elected Politicians have tolerated
 this cunning, deceitful activity to continue unabated. I am ashamed of Politicians for allowing this
 blatant legal extortion to continue. Sadly it is not just this current Government but previous
 Governments as well, they have remained silent to what is obvious around them!
 
3. The need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees;

mailto:Economics.Sen@aph.gov.au


 
I believe we have absolutely NO NEED to have Halal Classified foods in Australia.  I do not believe
 we should lower our animal welfare standards to meet a market such as the Middle East where
 animal welfare and cruelty to them is almost non-existent. We should concentrate on producing
 the best product we can.  I understand when animals are slaughtered using any of the current
 two "Halal" methods the animals stress hormones impact on the quality of the meat. 
 
4. Whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make
 informed purchasing decisions;
 
Current schemes do not provide enough information for me to make an informed choice.  I wish
 to avoid all Halal Certified products,  I do not wish to financially support Islam at all, it is not my
 religion and it is not one that I would support.
 
5. Details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and the
 potential for these to impact on prices for consumers;
Manufacturers and distributors need to recoup the costs of the goods through product pricing. 
 That means every consumer / purchaser of a Halal Certified product is contributing to a religious
 organisation / entity.
All certification impacts on pricing, we see the heart tick (amongst the more expensive
 certification) which benefits ALL consumers, we know how that is supposed to contribute
 towards our health, but there are little known health benefits of Halal Certification. In fact I
 suggest the opposite, studies on the impact of high stress levels on hormones in meat and the
 subsequent effect on humans could be significant.  
 
6. The importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and
 returns to producers;
Halal certificate helps the Nations export markets, but not at a significant cost to our domestic
 market that is unfair on our consumers. I would suggest that we concentrate on markets that do
 not place that impost on our producers and our people

7. The extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including,
 but not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any related
 matters.
 
As we can see from submission number 205 from Abdul Ayan where he states "
It is fair to say that Halal certification, and particularly how certifiers practice it, it has many
 deep seated problems. Their audit and supervision as well as their service provision are poor.
 There are credible reports that some engage in corrupt, unethical and improper practices.
 The system allows them to do so and some therefore take full advantage of it. Halal
 certification has been widely described by leading members of the Muslim community as a
 “cash cow” whose primary function is to collect as much money as possible in exchange for
 little or no provision of services beyond signing and issuing
certificates."

In conclusion, I would like to state, it seems HALAL-C is not content with fleecing us through our
 foods, but also through transport, medicines, plastics etc., in fact anything they can possible
 encourage people to certify they will.



It is time for this Government to reflect the will of the majority of concerned Australians and treat
 Halal Certification for what it is; Legal Extortion applied to all Australians benefitting relatively
 few under the guise of a religious belief.
 
Observations from non-Muslim Countries such as the UK with their Halal problems in regards to
 the “no stunning in abattoirs”, we already have the WA Islamic society stating they oppose
 stunning.
 
I oppose everything that has to do with Halal Certification, along with the 80,000 people already
 voicing their objections on the facebook page "boycott Halal".  The vast majority of Australians
 have never heard of HALAL, but when it is explained, people are stunned that our Politicians
 would allow such a thing. Let alone the myriad of consequences that follow Halal slaughter and
 the highly biased “skills” that go along with discriminating against ordinary Australian workers in
 abattoirs and related industries, examples such as only MALE MUSLIM SLAUGHTER-MEN to be
 hired in the majority of abattoirs. Does this mean we now allow discrimination in the workplace
 based on religion?
 
I would hope the Inquiry will address all these matters in a manner that is in the best interest of
 the majority of Australians not a small but noisy minority.
I hope members making assessing these submissions take into account Australia's multi-faith,
 multi-race and multi-culture populace and realize that no group should be forcing their ideas,
 beliefs, ideologies and thoughts onto others.  
 
Thank you
 

Clr Peter Harle JP
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From  

SALT SHAKERS 
Jenny Stokes,  
CEO & Research Director,  
Salt Shakers 
PO Box 6049, Wantirna, Victoria 3152 

www.saltshakers.org.au 

 

 

Third party certification of food 

Submission 

Introduction and Summary 

Salt Shakers supports the investigation by the Senate into the certification of food by 
third parties, since there is a great deal of community concern about some of these 
schemes. 

We are not concerned about the correct labelling of foods where they identify particular 
health properties of the food, such as in the ‘Heart Tick’ or ‘Organic’ and where these 
provide accurate advice to the consumer. 

The certification of ‘Kosher’ food, which is done to provide an accurate assessment of 
food according to Jewish food laws are not of concern, since they are targeted at a very 
small Jewish community  and are not targeted at the whole Australian population of 
Australia. 

However, we have serious concerns about the ‘halal certification’ of food by Islamic 
organisations and individuals as they are targeted at the whole population, not just the 
small Muslim community. 

http://www.saltshakers.org.au/
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We are also concerned about the lack of labelling of some foods – such as Nestle 
products and milk – where a ‘halal certification fee’ is paid but consumers are not 
informed by the product being labelled as such. 

We are particularly concerned that a huge amount of our chicken and meat is halal 
certified where a Muslim prayer is prayed as the animal is killed. 

It is vital that all food certification schemes be regulated and are transparent, to ensure 
that customers are fully informed about the certification. In addition, it is important that 
consumers are able to find out the amount of the certification fee that is paid by 
companies to the certifying body. 

Recommendations 

1. Relating to labelling [c] 

Companies that pay certification fees should be required by law to tell consumers 
that their food is certified by having that clearly stated on the label. 

In the case of halal certification, all companies should have to clearly state on their 
product labels that their food is halal certified, as well as on their company’s website. 
This should include a declaration of who the ‘certifier’ of the product is. 
 
In fact all certification schemes should have to provide this information. 

2. Relating to ‘adequate information’ [d] 

There is inadequate information, especially with regard to halal certification. 

As noted above, certifying companies should be transparent – with all information 
about certification processes and fees paid, available in the public domain. 

3. Relating to fees paid [e] 

The principle is important – regardless of the cost to consumers, they should not 
have to pay ANY EXTRA in the way of a religious tax on food that goes to support the 
promotion of another religion – whatever that religion is. 

4. Relating to adequacy of information available to public’ [g] 

We recommend that  

- a full list of companies and individuals involved in the ‘halal certification of food’ be 
provided in a public place on the internet on a government-controlled website. 

- the process of halal certification should be clearly outlined. 

- the fees paid for halal certification by companies, and the fees charged by Islamic 
certification groups and individuals, should be clearly stated on this site. 

- the financial records of any Islamic organisation or individual that provides ‘halal 
certification’ should be made public, with clearly detailed accounts of the income 
derived from ‘halal certification’. 
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Addressing the Terms of Reference 

Terms of reference: 

a) the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia 
including, but not limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and 
genetically-modified food and general food safety certification schemes; 

Extent of halal certification schemes and certifiers 

Whilst others may address a variety of food certification schemes, our focus in this 
submission is on halal certification schemes. 

In Islam most foods are ‘halal’ or permissible unless they contain alcohol or pork. 

This is specified by the Islamic Council of Victoria: “In general every food is 
considered halal in Islam unless it is specially prohibited by the Qur'an or the Hadith . 
By official definition, halal foods are those that are…” 

See: http://www.icv.org.au/index.php/publications/what-is-halal  

A huge number of companies are now being ‘persuaded’ to have their food ‘halal 
certified’ for a fee. Some companies are told that this ‘will help you export your food 
to Islamic countries’. I have been told that in private correspondence, by one chicken 
processor. He said that, even though he had some misgivings, it allowed him to avoid 
hassles if he chose to export at some time. In the meantime, his total production was 
halal certified, even though there is only a small Muslim population in Australia and 
that all his chickens for consumption by the remaining 97% of Australians had to be 
slaughtered in accordance with Islamic sharia law and rituals. 

The extent of food and services that have obtained halal certification is huge. 

There are over 20 Islamic organisations – including the peak body Australian 
Federation of Islamic Councils (AFIC) - and individuals who provide ‘halal 
certification. It is a very competitive market, and companies are under pressure to 
‘change their halal certifier’. 

We often refer to this as a ‘virtual war’ as companies and individuals are competing 
with each other to obtain more business.  

In the case of Cadbury, they used to have their products halal certified by Halal 
Certification Authority Pty Ltd, run by Mohamed El-Mouelhy. 

Cadbury now have their products certified by AFIC. 
See https://www.cadbury.com.au/Products/Halal-Products.aspx   

Paul Sheehan of the Sydney Morning Herald also reported that even Easter Eggs made by 
Cadbury are ‘halal certified’ despite the fact that Easter Eggs are used to celebrate the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ in Christianity – a belief that is an anathema to Muslims! 

See http://www.smh.com.au/comment/halal-easter-eggs-and-cat-food-where-big-money-
meets-religion-20130327-2gujc.html  

 

http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Economics/Food_Cert_Schemes/Terms_of_Reference
http://www.icv.org.au/index.php/publications/what-is-halal
https://www.cadbury.com.au/Products/Halal-Products.aspx
http://www.smh.com.au/comment/halal-easter-eggs-and-cat-food-where-big-money-meets-religion-20130327-2gujc.html
http://www.smh.com.au/comment/halal-easter-eggs-and-cat-food-where-big-money-meets-religion-20130327-2gujc.html
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Products and services that are halal certified 

Meat products have been the primary target of the halal certifiers – this is based on 
the claim that animals must be killed in a certain ritual way – and that a prayer to 
the Islamic god Allah must be said by the Muslim slaughterman whilst the animal or 
chicken is killed. This creates problems for Christians as we are told not to eat meat 
sacrificed to idols or other gods – 1 Corinthians 10:28.  

In recent years there has been a huge expansion in the number and type of products 
that are halal certified – many of which have no ingredients that are banned for 
Muslims. 

Companies such as Kraft, Nestle and many, many others pay fees for halal 
certification of their products. 

This includes certification of milk, honey, nuts and fish which are all permissible 
under Islam and DO NOT need to be certified. 

Perhaps the most glaring example of products that would be quite acceptable to 
Muslims is the halal certification of Cape Grim water – it proclaims that it is the 
purest water in the world, but is ‘halal certified’ by AFIC! 

There is also pressure to have transport and packaging ‘halal certified’ – in other 
words, every aspect of the production and distribution chain would be paying fees to 
Islamic organisations. 

Whilst the individual fee for each ‘product’ might be small, it still adds to the cost to 
consumers.  

Last year John Masanauskas wrote in a Herald Sun article,  

“It is believed that AFIC, the nation’s peak Muslim lobby, earns up to $1 million a year from 
halal certification.” 

It is also important to consider what happens to the money made by the ‘halal certifiers’. 

At the very least the groups which are associated with Islamic Councils and other Islamic 
bodies (such as the Australian Federation of Islamic Councils) are using the money to 
PROMOTE Islam in Australia.  

This is objectionable that we as Australian citizens are paying for the spreading of a 
religion by paying this Islamic religious tax. 

  

b) current labelling requirements of food certification schemes; 

There is no current requirement for companies to display a label on their products to 
tell their consumers that they have paid a fee to have the product ‘halal certified’. 

Sometimes, such as in the case of Cadbury, there is a notice on their website, but 
often not on the product. 

In many other cases there is no mention on their website either. 

http://biblehub.com/1_corinthians/10-28.htm
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Often answers are only found by writing to companies and ASKING them – some 
then decline to comment. 

Because of this lack of information, the website Halal Choices has been set up to 
inform consumers by telling them which products are ‘halal certified’. 

We commend the detailed submission made by Halal Choices to the Inquiry, and 
wish to endorse the comments made in that submission. 

 
c) the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay 
certification fees; 

Companies that pay certification fees should be required by law to tell consumers 
that their food is certified by having that clearly stated on the label. 

Recommendation: In the case of halal certification, all companies should have to 
clearly state on their product labels that their food is halal certified, as well as on 
their company’s website. 
This should include a declaration of who the ‘certifier’ of the product is. 
 
In fact all certification schemes should have to provide this information.  

Many people are concerned about paying a religious tax, which is what ‘halal 
certification’ essentially is. 
 

d) whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian 
consumers to make informed purchasing decisions; 

There is currently not enough information regarding halal certification schemes that 
is available for consumers to make informed purchasing decisions. 

As noted above, certifying companies should be transparent – with all information 
about certification processes and fees paid, available in the public domain. 

 
e) details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or 
manufacturers, and the potential for these to impact on prices for 
consumers; 

The actual fee per item may be quite low – but where huge numbers of products are 
produced, by large companies, it adds up to a considerable fee. 

Thus companies might claim that the halal certification fees paid doesn’t increase 
prices. 

However the principle is important – regardless of the cost to consumers, they should 
not have to pay ANY EXTRA in the way of a religious tax on food that goes to support 
the promotion of another religion – whatever that religion is. 

If we had Christian certification of food, to ensure it is suitable for Christians to eat, 
there would be an uproar! 

However, the fees can be very significant for small business. 
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The court case, taken against Pizza Pide & Kebab House, and their wholesaler 
Quality Kebabs in Sydney, by Mohammed EL-Mouelhy of the Halal Certification 
Authority, is important. 

This was really a case about ‘trade marks’ but it says a lot about halal certification 
fees… 

The wholesaler thought it didn’t have to pay direct ‘halal certification’ fees because 
they were obtaining halal certified chicken from their abattoir, which paid ‘halal 
certification fees’. They then sold chicken to a small pizza and pide shop and said the 
chicken was halal and the shop displayed a logo of the company.  

Regarding the ‘halal certification fees’, it was stated in the court decision that the 
fees involved for the small pizza shop were $5,000 a year and over $34,000 for the 
wholesaler! This is not small money! 

See court decision at http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/cases/cth/FCA/2014/614.html  

 
f) the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market 
access and returns to producers; 

Halal certifiers often state that halal certification is necessary for a company to 
export to Islamic countries.  

However, the ‘halal certification’ of food is a recent development – some Islamic 
countries actually don’t support the idea of ‘certification’ – there are often disputes 
amongst the different certifiers. 

 
g) the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about 
certifiers including, but not limited to, certification processes, fees and 
financial records; and any related matters. 

This is little if any information available to consumers about halal certification, 
processes, fees paid and financial records. 

We recommend that:  

- a full list of companies and individuals involved in the ‘halal certification of food’ be 
provided in a public place on the internet on a government-controlled website. 

- the process of halal certification should be clearly outlined. 

- the fees paid for halal certification by companies, and the fees charged by Islamic 
certification groups and individuals, should be clearly stated on this site. 

- the financial records of any Islamic organisation or individual that provides ‘halal 
certification’ should be made public, with clearly detailed accounts of the income 
derived from ‘halal certification’. 

 

http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/cases/cth/FCA/2014/614.html
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Dear Senators,
 
Please accept this submission specifically regarding halal certification.
 
I strenuously object to the wide-spread and ever increasing certification of food as ‘halal’ for the
 following reasons
 

-          It is imposed by one religious group for the sole and unique benefit of that group but
 the costs are passed on to ALL consumers without most consumer’s awareness or
 choice .  The majority of consumers in Australia are non-Muslim  and they receive no
 benefit from the certification but they are given no choice but to contribute to the cost
 of the certification process which is then built into the product price.

 
-          Halal certification is effectively a tax on food and it is totally unacceptable to me that

 ANYONE other than the Australian Government be allowed to impose taxes on
 Australians.
 

-          Many foods which, from my reading and understanding of the Muslim religion are
 automatically ‘halal’ , are now being CERTIFIED as halal, adding further to their cost for
 the wider community.  I also question the need and the motivation behind having halal
 certification for ‘acceptable’ foods.  If it is required for export to Muslim countries then
 the cost should be added only to the product being exported, not to products being sold
 to the greater population of Australia.
 

-          A Muslim leader stated that halal certified food would not harm non-Muslims.  I think
 the majority of Australians would support the view that no NON-Muslim  has been
 expressly harmed by eating NON-halal  food, so non-halal food will NOT harm Muslims,
 who after all are the same human beings as the non-Muslim population – so why the
 need to pay for certification?  Indeed, why the need for certification at all?
 

-          The imposition of such wide=spread religiously prescribed certification would not be
 accepted from other religious groups, such as Jews, Catholics or Buddhists so the wide-
spread imposition of halal certification is effectively a form of reverse discrimination. 
  Yes, Jews do have kosher meats and kosher foods but these are usually segregated in
 supermarkets and consumers can easily choose to avoid these products.   The cost of
 kosher food is not imposed on all consumers.
 

-          Consumers can choose to pay more for other certification systems such as organic by
 choosing products that are specifically marketed as ‘organic’.  However consumers are
 being given less and less choice regarding purchasing non-halal certified foods as so
 many manufacturers are paying for certification and are even marketing products
 WITHOUT disclosing that the halal certification fee has been costed into the product
 (which it undoubtedly has been).  No company can afford to absorb all costs –
 companies MUST make a profit to survive, so whether the cost of halal certification is

mailto:Economics.Sen@aph.gov.au


 clearly factored in, or somehow ‘absorbed’ the truth is that money is being paid for halal
 certification which is ultimately paid by the consumer or taken out of company profits
 which means less company tax collected by the Australian government.
 

-          I don’t understand why there has been such a unprecedented expansion of halal
 certifiers and halal certification.  Muslims in this country were able to survive previously
 without the need for a certification stamp on products but all of a sudden that
 certification stamp has become so wide spread.  WHY??
 

-          Finally, there seems to be no transparency regarding who is qualified to grant halal
 certification or under what conditions certification is given.  There is no transparency
 regarding what happens to the money paid for the certification.   This is of great concern
 to me as it is highly susceptible to rorting and abuse and to the application of those
 funds to purposes which may be unacceptable to the majority of Australians.
 

I have kept this submission very brief as I know you will have a mountain of information to
 consider and I thank-you for taking the time to read this.
 
Yours sincerely
 
 
Margret Primc
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From: 
Sent: Friday, 31 July 2015 5:57 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal labelling of meat should be made mandatory

Dear Senators,

Thank you for conducting an inquiry into food certification schemes. I particularly wish to address halal
 certification of meat and its labelling in Australia.

According to Islam, meat can only be halal if the animal is sacrificed to Allah by praising Allah’s name in a
 reverential tone when slaughtering. This is done by saying "Bismillah" (In the name of God) and then "Allahu
 akbar" (Allah is the greatest) before each individual slaughter, with the animal’s head facing toward Mecca. It
 is clear, therefore, that halal slaughter requires the animal to be sacrificed to an idol (Allah).

But the apostle Paul warns Christians about eating meat sacrificed to idols. Even though there is nothing wrong
 with the meat itself, because the idol has no real existence, he warns us of compromising another person’s
 conscience by eating such meat in company. For example, I would not wish to inadvertently serve halal meat to
 another Christian from a Jewish background, or one who follows the old testament food laws. My fellowship
 with that person and even his faith may be compromised by what he would interpret as my failure to adequately
 determine whether the meat is halal.

But this is not easy to do nowadays. Apparently halal meat forms a large proportion of the total meat sold in
 Australia, but most of it is not labelled as such. Therefore without in-depth research, I do not know whether the
 meat I buy in the supermarket has been sacrificed to an idol or not.

For this reason, I believe that halal slaughtered meat, if not banned completely, should at least be required to be
 clearly labelled. I therefore ask the committee to recommend that clear ‘halal’ labelling of all meat products is
 made mandatory in Australia, whether the meat is sold raw or as part of the ingredients in prepared dishes.

Yours sincerely,

Pastor Peter Barber

mailto:Sarah.Batts@aph.gov.au
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This is a response to the invitation by the Australian Senate for submissions to the  Economics 

References Committee about the following seven matters (A) to (G) listed in the Terms of Reference. 

These seven issues have been re-framed as questions below and then answered using the best 

information currently available. 

A. What is the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia 

including, but not limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, Halal and 

genetically-modified food and general food safety certification schemes? 
 
This submission will concentrate specifically on the issue of the certification of Halal products.  
 

The early history of Halal 

In the Qur’an, Muslims are taught that there are certain things, including various types of food, 

which are ‘Halal’, which means ‘permitted’ in Arabic, e.g. Qur’an.2:168; 5:88; 8:69; 10:59; 16:114, 

116. There is also other foods which are ‘haram’ (i.e. forbidden) e.g. Q.2:173; 5:3; 6;145. Halal food 

should contain no forbidden products (e.g. pork or alcohol) and any meat should be killed according 

to Islamic standards (i.e. the blood is fully drained out of the corpse).   

In both Mecca and Medina, the prophet Muhammad (570-632) was part of a multi-religious society, 

where Muslims lived alongside Jews, Christians and idol-worshippers. The Muslims did not slaughter 

all their own food. The Qur’an states that the food, including slaughtered animals, of the ‘People of 

the Book’, that is Jews and Christians, is lawful for Muslims (Q.5:5).  Muhammad himself ate meat 

from a sheep that had been prepared by a Jewish woman (Hadith al-Bukhari  3:786;  4.394). One day 

some Muslims said to Muhammad, ‘People bring us meat and we do not know whether they have 

mentioned Allah's Name or not on slaughtering the animal.’ He said, ‘Mention Allah's Name on it 

and eat.’ (Hadith al-Bukhari 7:415) Eating food slaughtered and prepared by non-Muslims was 

obviously acceptable to Muhammad, even if its provenance was unknown. 

Dogs are considered unclean animals in Islam. Being licked by a dog requires a person to wash seven 

times (al-Bukhari 4:173).  Muhammad was told by Gabriel that an angel will never enter a house 

which has a dog (al-Bukhari 54:450). Despite this, the Muslims used dogs to hunt food, and a Muslim 

could eat wild game killed by a hunting dog by saying ‘Bismillah ar-Rahman ar-Rahim’ (In the name of 

Allah, the Merciful and Compassionate One) over the dead animal. (al-Bukhari 4:175) 

Nor does the blood need to be fully drained from the killed animal before it can be eaten. According 

to Muhammad, wild game that flees after being shot by a Muslim and found up to three days later 

can be eaten (Hadith Muslim Book 21, Number 4746).  When a group of Muslims found a dead 

whale washed up on a shore, they ate it. Muhammad endorsed their action, even eating some its 

meat himself (Hadith Muslim Book 21, Number 4756)  

Historically, there has always been much more flexibility about Halal food than is indicated by the 

practices of many modern Muslims, and the rigorous standards applied in recent years were not the 

norm with the earliest Muslim communities nor indeed most Muslim communities throughout 

history. 
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The modern Halal certification industry 

For over 1400 years Muslims have happily consumed all kinds of food without any Halal certificates. 

The Halal certification industry is a recent innovation within the Muslim community. It started in 

Australia in the 1970’s,1 according to one Muslim spokesperson.  

Only more recently has the industry has grown enormously. There are currently 21 Australian Halal 

certification bodies 2 recognised by the Federal government. But this is just a small portion of those 

involved in the whole international certification scheme. Some modern Muslim organisations  have 

felt the need to provide Halal certificates for almost everything,  including water,3  soft drinks4 and 

cat-food.5  It is claimed that even toilet paper6 has been Halal-certified.  In some supermarkets in 

western Sydney, there are meat slicers used only for Halal meat, and a four star hotel in Malaysia 

has an elevator which only allows Halal food inside.7 Haram food must be carried up the stairs.  

Halal certification has been criticised by some Islamic scholars.  One sees it simply as an  exploitative 

money-making scheme.8 He notes that it opposes the basic Muslim premise that everything created 

by Allah is Halal unless it has been declared ‘haram’ – the Halal certification reverses this key 

principle, stating that everything is haram unless it has a (paid) certificate declaring it Halal. It also 

places human law and categories above Allah’s law, which should be supreme, according to Islamic 

theology. It creates division and injustice within the Muslim umma. Another Muslim scholar, Dr Taj 

Hargey, complains about the higher cost of Halal meat, even though identical meat is sold more 

cheaply in the supermarket next door. He calls the Halal certification industry ‘a fundamentalist 

Trojan horse in our midst.’9 

B. What are the issues surrounding the current labelling requirements of food 

certification schemes? 
 
There are several issues of concern about current Halal labelling. 

Lack of branding 

Halal food may not always be branded as such. Cadbury’s Easter products in Australia did not carry 

the Halal logo, yet they are presumably made from the same chocolate as Cadbury’s Halal-certified 

products.10 The example of ‘Coon Cheese’ is a case in point. There is no Halal sign on the outside of 

the packaging, but when the sealed product is purchased and opened, the Halal logo is found on the 

inside.11 Lack of proper labelling removes the possibility of informed consumer choice.  

                                                           
1 http://www.sunshinecoastdaily.com.au/news/sunshine-coast-dairy-says-no-10b-halal-
industry/2444556/?ref=hs 
2 http://www.smh.com.au/national/why-halal-certification-is-in-turmoil-20141227-12cmd3.html 
3 http://investvine.com/wp-content/uploads/Water-halal.jpg 
4 https://sumatfeet.files.wordpress.com/2012/11/edited.jpg 
5 http://www.purina.com.au/about-us/FAQ 
6 http://www.hdsfoods.co.uk/product/toilet-tissue-andrex-2/ 
7 http://mrjam.typepad.com/.a/6a00d8341c00c753ef017d40039772970c-pi 
8 http://www.jumuamosquect.com/khutbas/khutba/archive/2012/january/27/article/khutba-on-halal-
certification-fiasco.html 
9 http://www.dailymail.co.uk/debate/article-2623879/We-Muslims-appalled-sale-halal-meat-stealth.html 
10 https://www.cadbury.com.au/Products/Halal-Products.aspx 
11 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LaWt2Y9tmuE 
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Improper branding 

Food branded as Halal may not, in fact, be so. Dutch chicken meat imported into Britain and certified 

as Halal was found to be injected with beef or pork.12 In 2012, Indonesian beef meatballs were found 

to be laced with pork,13 which is cheaper. In 2014, Cadbury was forced recall some of its chocolates 

in Malaysia when they were found to contain traces of pig DNA.14  A guide put out by Muslims in 

Canberra notes about some foods: “Products listed here and containing Gelatine are approved. 

Other products containing gelatine even if marked “Halal” are not approved.” It also marks some 

food additives, such as E627 with “Halal - Should be avoided in Australia.”15 

Clearly, attempts by Halal certifiers to provide a guaranteed product have not been successful. 

C. Is there a  need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay 

certification fees? 
 
It is important that food that is classified as ‘Halal’ by the payment of a certification fee be clearly 
labelled.  Some people do not want to buy or be involved with Halal food for a variety of reasons. 
 

Halal as a ‘Muslim tax’ 

Some people consider Halal certification an added-on “Islamic religious tax”.16 The money paid to 

the certification authorities must necessarily increase the selling price of Halal-certified food. Dick 

Smith, for example, has refused to pay for Halal certification for his food products purely on 

commercial grounds, as it would increase costs.17 The Sunshine Coast’s Maleny Dairies has refused 

to Halal-certify its milk, stating that “[w]e do not wish to increase the costs of our products to cover 

the expense of Halal Certification.”18 Despite Nestle’s claim that they “do not pass on the cost’,19 

(Purina foods made the same claim about their Halal-certified Fancy Feast Cat food),20 it seems 

unlikely that any company will pay a fee to a certification organisation and not increase the price of 

the product to cover this fee.  Why would any company allow Halal certification fees to reduce 

company profits?  Would companies do this with any other fee or tax such as GST? What would the 

share-holders say? In any case, whether the cost has been passed on to the customer or not is 

immaterial: the company selling the product has paid an amount of money to the Muslim certifying 

agency, strengthening the financial position of that agency.  

Melbourne University’s Professor Abdullah Saeed reported in 2003: “The certification of Halal meat 

“has added considerable financial strength to the organization [Australian Federation of Islamic 

Councils] … the certificates are obtained on a fee basis, a substantial income is available from the 

                                                           
12 http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/programmes/panorama/3047159.stm 
13 http://www.abc.net.au/site-archive/rural/news/content/201212/s3659232.htm 
14 http://www.theguardian.com/business/2014/may/28/pork-in-cadburys-malaysian-chocolate-recalled-after-
dna-traces-found 
15 http://www.halalrc.org/images/Research%20Material/Literature/halal_guide.pdf 
16 http://halalchoices.com.au/ 
17 http://www.dicksmithfoods.com.au/media/news/halal-certification-our-food 
18 http://www.sunshinecoastdaily.com.au/news/sunshine-coast-dairy-says-no-10b-halal-
industry/2444556/?ref=hs 
19 http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-04-14/fact-check-does-halal-certification-fund-terrorism/6383238 
20 http://www.purina.com.au/about-us/FAQ 
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activity… the decentralization of Halal meat certification has taken away the quasi-monopoly the 

AFIC once enjoyed in this area”.21 

Misleading association between being ‘Halal’ and being ‘healthy’ 

When an early Muslim refused to eat chicken because they ate unclean ‘haram’ things, it was 

pointed out to him that the prophet Muhammad ate chicken meat, even though the local chickens 

ate faeces.22 Halal cleanliness is related to Islamic ritual requirements rather being inherently 

healthy or scientifically safer based on hygiene standards. 

Halal food is sometimes promoted as “the healthy choice”.23 Muslim cleric Mustafa Ceric claimed 

that “Halal means pure and hygienic.”24 However there is no clear connection between food being 

Halal and being healthy. Although unpasteurised milk may be deemed Halal,25 it would still be 

banned in Australia as unsafe under current laws.26 Food that is produced and processed in 

Bangladesh,27 for example, might be certified Halal, but it may not meet Australian food safety 

standards,28 whereas Australian tinned ham produced under the highest health standards in the 

world is not deemed Halal.  

Animal cruelty concerns 

A Muslim website describes the requirements of Halal animal slaughter: “It is strongly advised that 

the neck of the animals should neither be cut off completely nor broken, thus avoiding the 

severance of the spinal cord. The animals are left on their sides to die completely, prior to further 

processing to avoid any further pain or suffering.”29 In other words, the animal whose throat has 

been cut is kept alive for as long as possible so that the heart completely pumps out all the blood. If 

the animal is electrically stunned prior to its throat being cut (the normal practice in abattoirs), this 

process does not take place. 

The RSPCA opposes the Halal requirement of cutting an animal’s throat without prior stunning.30  

Jordanian Princess Alia bint al-Hussein, a descendant of the prophet Muhammad, wrote to then 

Prime Minister Kevin Rudd asking Australia stop the Halal trade because of its cruelty to animals.31 

She stated that killing without stunning is not necessary under Islamic principles.  Video footage 

showing the brutal treatment of Australian cattle in Indonesia in 201132 and 2012,33 and Gaza in 

                                                           
21 Abdullah Saeed Islam in Australia (Sydney: Allen & Unwin, 2003), 139, 140 
22 Hadith alBukhari 7:427, 429, 430, 431, 433, 434, 435.1, 436 
23 https://www.facebook.com/pages/Healthy-and-Halal-Choice/262767233832787 
24 http://web.archive.org/web/20101215142014/http:/dailymailnews.com/1210/11/Business/index.php?id=2 
25 http://myhalalkitchen.com/where-does-raw-milk-come-from/ 
26 http://www.abc.net.au/news/2014-11-29/foodies-push-on-for-raw-milk-cheese-approval/5927656 
27http://ro.uow.edu.au/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1160&context=lhapapers 
28 http://www.foodstandards.gov.au/industry/safetystandards/pages/default.aspx 
29 http://www.halal-australia.com.au/consumers/ 
30 http://kb.rspca.org.au/What-is-Halal-slaughter-in-Australia_116.html 
31 http://www.smh.com.au/environment/mideast-princess-in-plea-to-rudd-on-animal-slaughter-20091101-
hrkx.html 
32 http://www.abc.net.au/news/2011-05-31/government-considers-live-export-bans/2738138 
33 http://www.abc.net.au/lateline/content/2012/s3441902.htm 



7 
 

2013,34 and Egypt in 2014,35 and Australian sheep in Pakistan36 have raised questions about the 

cruelty of Halal slaughter.  

Social cohesion issues 

A Muslim scholar has criticised the Halal industry for the way it divides Muslims from the rest of 

society:  “we can cocoon ourselves from what is going on around us - so long as we have our Halal 

meat and our mosques we are okay. … We must … not spend all our time and effort cutting 

ourselves off from them and isolating ourselves in ghettoes.”37  Halal food has become a divisive 

issue. In 2003, Hume Council banned ham and pork from all council functions, so that the Muslim 

12% of the population in the area would attend council functions.38 However the same reasoning 

was not applied by banning all meat products to cater for vegetarian Buddhists who constitute a 

significant presence in Hume.  Nor was it ruled that alcohol must necessarily be provided because 

beer and wine are enjoyed by the majority of the population.  Who decides which social, religious or 

ethnic group’s needs should be catered for, and how big should the group be before such 

concessions are mandated? The Hume Residents Association objected to council policies being 

changed to suit a minority. When the Liverpool Council in Sydney tried the same pork ban in 2015,39 

the Hindu community called for a beef ban, as cows are sacred to Hindus. The Macedonian 

community then called for pork to be reinstated because it was an important symbol for their 

survival under Ottoman rule. The council ultimately backed down, offering pork, beef and chicken as 

options. Trying to dictate types of food consumption does not work in a multicultural society. 

Workplace discrimination issues  

Animals can only be slaughtered by Muslim slaughterman who recite the ‘bismillah’ while facing the 

animal towards Mecca. Slaughtermen can apply for registration only if they are “members of an 

Islamic Society” and  “practicing Muslims of good character and faith and must be known by at least 

two prominent Australian Muslims who are prepared to write a reference about them.” They must 

“obtain a reference letter from the Imam of the Mosque where the Slaughter man is well known.”40 

This means that only observant Muslims can hold these jobs, and people from other religions such as 

Christianity or Hinduism are excluded from such employment. The more that Halal spreads, the 

greater this level of religious discrimination will be applied.  

The connection between Halal food and Sharia law 

Some people ask: “Isn’t Halal food just the same as Kosher food, to the Heart Foundation tick, or the 

‘Made in Australia’ logo?”41 French journalist Alex Del Volle, whose life was threatened when he 

began investigating the Halal industry, outlines the difference: “Kosher people do not call for 

restricting democracy. Halal food is sharia, and we need to ban any sharia-related thing in our 

                                                           
34 http://www.abc.net.au/news/2013-12-12/call-for-halt-to-live-exports-to-gaza-based-on-video-
footage/5152028 
35 http://www.banliveexport.com/egypt 
36 http://www.abc.net.au/4corners/stories/2012/11/02/3623727.htm 
37 http://www.jumuamosquect.com/khutbas/khutba/archive/2012/january/27/article/khutba-on-halal-
certification-fiasco.html 
38 http://www.abc.net.au/news/2003-05-23/hume-council-bans-pork-from-functions/1858358 
39 http://www.smh.com.au/nsw/calls-for-beef-to-be-banished-along-with-pork-from-liverpool-councils-
interfaith-lunch-20150726-gikoni.html 
40 http://www.iccv.com.au/slaughmanreg.htm 
41 https://newmatilda.com/2015/05/21/watch-charlie-pickering-takes-cory-bernardi-and-halal-truthers 
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society.”42  For some Muslims, Halal is a means to extend the impact of Islam on a society. In 2010, 

the mufti of Bosnia-Herzegovina Mustafa Ceric, a Muslim Brotherhood leader in Europe, made a 

connection between Halal food and Islamic expansionism when he appealed to attendees at the 

Global Halal Congress in Islamabad (Pakistan) to “conquer the world through the Halal movement”.43 

The correlation between Halal food and the establishment of Sharia law  has already been made in 

Australia.  When the Australian Federation of Islamic Councils (AFIC) called for the introduction of 

some aspects of Sharia law in Australia in 2011, they used the Australian government’s acceptance 

of Halal food as an example of this ‘legal pluralism’ of combining Sharia law with Australian law. They 

cited regulations governing Islamic finance and Halal certification in Australia as examples of how 

legal pluralism can work.44  Those Australians who are uncomfortable with or opposed to Sharia law 

do not want to strengthen this connection. 

Clearly Halal certification opens up a whole range of issues which may affect society at many levels. 

D. Do current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to 

make informed purchasing decisions? 
 

Lack of transparency about the costs of Halal certification 

There is a lot of secrecy about the amount of Halal fees that are being paid, and many companies 

decline to answer this question. ABC TV’s  ABC FactCheck45 stated that it “contacted dozens of 

Australian food companies about Halal certification, many of whom didn't respond… Many refused 

to speak to Fact Check… Processed food companies, who generally pay a set yearly fee for Halal 

certification, were more willing to talk, but few would disclose exactly what this costs.” Some 

companies which paid small amounts disclosed the fees they paid, but larger companies refused to 

do. One wonders why this is so. Although honesty and transparency are key Australian values, they 

are being ignored when it comes to Halal costs. 

Recommendation 1: All food for which a Halal certificate has been issued should be clearly marked 

as ‘Halal’ so that consumers know what they are buying. Those who have any hesitation or objection 

for whatever reason about buying Halal food can then purchase non-Halal food with a clear 

conscience. 

E. Are there any details regarding certification fees paid by food producers 

and/or manufacturers, and the potential for these to impact on prices for 

consumers? 
 
As mentioned above, the fees are often kept secret. One Queensland meat producer, which did not 
want to be identified, was quoted $27,000 per month for Halal certification. This is one case where a 
firm was open about the cost. Other companies, like Cadbury and Kraft, refuse to give any details of 
the costs, although they must be clearly known by their internal financial auditors. 
 

                                                           
42 http://www.cbn.com/tv/1397750218001 
43 http://web.archive.org/web/20101215142014/http:/dailymailnews.com/1210/11/Business/index.php?id=2 
44 http://www.theaustralian.com.au/national-affairs/muslims-use-multiculturalism-to-push-for-sharia/story-
fn59niix-1226057100331 
45 http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-04-14/fact-check-does-halal-certification-fund-terrorism/6383238 
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A newspaper report detailed how an Indonesian Halal certifier was, in effect, dictating meat prices in 
Australia.  “The Indonesian Council of Ulama (MUI), the top Islamic body which orders fatwa 
religious rulings, has even banned a Brisbane business from operating - because it was not charging 
Queensland abattoirs enough to give the religious tick-off to export meat… The MUI has suspended 
Brisbane based Australian Halal Food Services (AHFS) for engaging in "unfair competition'' that could 
"weaken (the) Halal certification movement".”46 
 
This identified one of the significant issues in the Halal certification industry – the lack of financial 
regulation. Halal certifiers are unencumbered agents, able to set their fees at whatever level they 
wish. It appears that they have a ‘gentlemen’s agreement’ not to undercut each other, resulting in a 
lack of competitive pricing. The action of the MUI indicates that Halal certification fees are being 
kept artificially high in order to maximise the amount of money that is taken from the Australian 
economy.  If a food producer wishes to do business with a particular country, they are forced to pay 
the often exorbitant fee that the Halal certifier has set. There appears to be no path of redress with 
a group like the ACCC. Clearly there is a need for more government regulation in this industry. 
 
The vast majority of food for Australian consumption need not be certified. Since Muslims are only 

2.2% of the Australian population, they constitute a niche market, much the same as ‘organic’ or 

‘gluten-free’ food or ‘free-range’ eggs. Supermarkets are able to segment their customers, by 

stocking ordinary ‘non-organic’ foods and ‘cage’ eggs  and ‘plain label’ products, and selling them at 

a lower price. Because of lower production costs due to fewer restrictions, economies of scale or 

lack of advertising, these products can be sold at a lower price. Those who desire niche products are 

willing to pay a higher price, due to higher production costs, for the food they want to consume. The 

Halal-certified market in Australia could be seen in the same light, as the Halal certification fee is an 

additional cost which must be passed on to the customer . Non-Muslims would not be required to 

pay the additional costs in Halal certification. 

Recommendation 2:  The current Halal-certifying bodies should be discontinued, and all Halal 
certification should be brought under one government-regulated body, preferably administered by 
the Federal Government. This would ensure that that the Australian food industry is getting the best 
price outcomes for Australian producers and consumers. This one body could negotiate with 
international markets to obtain the lowest possible pricing for Halal certification, thus keeping 
Australian production prices (which include Halal certification fees) low and making Australian food 
produce more competitive in the international market. The process would be revenue-neutral i.e. the 
proceeds would cover the cost of running the government regulating body and nothing more. Halal 
certification prices could be raised or lowered as needed. At present, Halal certifiers set their fees to 
make a profit for themselves. The removal of this profit would result in lower fees being paid by 
Australian producers.  
 

F. What is the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export 

market access and returns to producers? 
 
It has been suggested that Australia’s international export market may become unviable if food is 

not Halal-certified as it would impact the meat production industry,47 losing valuable international 

                                                           
46 http://www.couriermail.com.au/news/queensland/religious-levy-costs-queensland-abattoirs-thousands-
each-month/story-fnihsrf2-1226743106235 
47 
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/subscribe/news/1/index.html?sourceCode=TAWEB_WRE170_a&mode=pre
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income and costing thousands of Australian jobs. This is most likely true. Consequently the call by 

Pauline Hanson for a total ban on Halal certification in Australia48 is unwise.  

There is no doubt that that any country has the right to set standards about the food that is 
imported into that country. If a Muslim country requires Halal certification in order to be able to sell 
its imported meat, as many do, then Australian Government-regulated certificates can be issued. A 
single regulatory body, as recommended above, would put Australia in a stronger position with 
respect to the international market, as purchasers would know that they have to deal with only one 
Halal-certifier in Australia. 
 
However this is quite separate from the issue of the Australian domestic market, which will be 
discussed below. 
 

G. What is the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about 

certifiers including, but not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial 

records; and any related matters? 
 

The widespread secrecy about Halal certification has prompted concerns about how the money 

raised is being spent. 

Connections between Halal finance and international terrorism 

Halal is big business, with an international market estimated at $US638 billion.49   

There are some connections between Halal fees and terrorist funding in Western countries.   

(a)  Canada: The Muslim Association of Canada (MAC), the main Muslim Brotherhood organization 

in Canada, is a significant Halal certifier in that country.  For the last ten years, MAC has been an 

important contributor to IRFAN-Canada, the Hamas fund collector in the country. The Canada 

Revenue Agency revoked IRFAN-Canada’s charity status in April 2011 after having concluded that it 

financed Hamas, which was classified as a terrorist organization. IRFAN was placed on Canada’s list 

of banned terrorist organisations in 2014.50 Hamas' Izz al-Din al-Qassam Brigades51 are in ASIO’s list 

of 20 terrorist organisations banned in Australia52 and the UK.  Hamas is also banned as a terrorist 

organisation in many countries, including the USA,53 Egypt,54 and Jordan.55  One of the few countries 

                                                           
mium&dest=http://www.theaustralian.com.au/national-affairs/halal-meat-sector-unviable-without-islamic-
markets-barnaby-joyce-says/story-fn59niix-1227302037829&memtype=anonymous 
48 http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-04-14/fact-check-does-halal-certification-fund-terrorism/6383238 
49 http://www.gov.mb.ca/agriculture/market-prices-and-statistics/food-and-value-added-agriculture-
statistics/pubs/halal_market_pathfinder_en.pdf 
50 http://www.investigativeproject.org/4368/canada-raids-designates-hamas-tied-charity 
51 http://www.nationalsecurity.gov.au/Listedterroristorganisations/Pages/HamassIzzal-Dinal-
QassamBrigades.aspx 
52 http://www.nationalsecurity.gov.au/Listedterroristorganisations/Pages/default.aspx 
53 http://www.state.gov/j/ct/rls/other/des/123085.htm 
54 http://www.voanews.com/content/egypt-court-bans-hamas/2662905.html 
55 http://www.gatestoneinstitute.org/3978/king-abdullah-hamas 
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that continues to support Hamas is Qatar.  During a recent visit by the UK PM David Cameron told 

the Emir of Qatar to restrict financial aid flowing from Qatar to ISIS.56 

(b)  France: In France, 60% of Halal food is controlled by organisations which have strong links with 

the Muslim Brotherhood,57 such as the Union of Islamic Organisations in France (UIOF).  A Muslim 

Brotherhood motto is: 'Allah is our objective; the Prophet is our leader; the Quran is our law; Jihad is 

our way; dying in the way of Allah is our highest hope."58  The Muslim Brotherhood has been 

declared a terrorist group by Saudi Arabia,59  the United Arab Emirates60 and Egypt.61   

(c)  United States: In the USA, the Islamic Society of North America (ISNA) is a major Halal 

certification agency.62 ISNA was co-founded by Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PIJ) leader Sami al-Arian. PIJ 

is one of the 20 terrorist organisations listed by ASIO and banned in Australia.63  In 2013, the 

Canadian Revenue Agency revoked ISNA’s charitable status due to its funding for a terrorist 

organisation.64  The Holy Land Foundation (HLF) is one of the biggest Islamic charities in the United 

States. In 2008, HLF was banned and its assets seized, after it was found that HLF  provided 

approximately $12.4 million in support to Hamas and its goal of creating an Islamic Palestinian state 

by eliminating the State of Israel through violent jihad.65 

Recommendation 3: The link between halal funding and terrorism needs further investigation. The 

removal of profit-based organisations and their replacement with a government-regulated body will 

remove the means of this taking place.  

Conclusions and Recommendations 
Every person has the right to choose what they will consume, within the law. Australian Muslims 

have a right to eat Halal food. Even though the Halal-certification industry is a modern invention, 

Halal food should be allowed in Australia to cater for the 2.2% of the population which is Muslim.  

Every person also has the right to choose what they will not consume and to know what they are 

consuming.  The 97.8% of Australians who are not Muslim may have legitimate concerns about Halal 

food on several fronts, and people may decide not to eat Halal food for a variety of social or religious 

reasons. So Halal food must be clearly labelled so any customer can decide whether or not to buy it. 

Recommendation 1: All food for which a Halal certificate has been issued should be clearly marked 

as ‘Halal’ so that consumers know what they are buying. Those who have any hesitation or objection 

for whatever reason about buying Halal food can then purchase non-Halal food with a clear 

conscience. 

                                                           
56 http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2812782/Cameron-uses-Downing-Street-talks-challenge-Emir-
Qatar-stop-flow-cash-ISIS.html 
57 http://www.cbn.com/tv/1397750218001 
58 http://www.wsj.com/articles/SB10001424052748704132204576136590964621006 
59 http://www.reuters.com/article/2014/03/07/us-saudi-security-idUSBREA260SM20140307 
60 http://www.reuters.com/article/2014/11/15/us-emirates-politics-brotherhood-idUSKCN0IZ0OM20141115 
61 http://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/dec/25/egypt-declares-muslim-brotherhood-terrorist-group 
62 http://www.isnahalal.ca/ 
63 http://www.nationalsecurity.gov.au/Listedterroristorganisations/Pages/default.aspx 
64 http://finance.yahoo.com/news/canada-revenue-agency-revokes-registration-190000102.html 
65 https://www.fbi.gov/news/stories/2008/november/hlf112508 
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There are at least 21 recognised Halal-certification bodies in Australia, and as well as the overseas 

certifiers of Halal food. Those who try to undercut others by providing cheaper services are 

punished, as the MUI example showed.  

Food destined for overseas Muslim markets should be Halal-certified, if that is required, and the fee 

for Halal-certification included in the cost of that food.  

Recommendation 2:  The current Halal-certifying bodies should be discontinued, and all Halal 
certification should be brought under one government-regulated body, preferably administered by 
the Federal Government. This would ensure that that the Australian food industry is getting the best 
price outcomes for Australian producers and consumers. This one body could negotiate with 
international markets to obtain the lowest possible pricing for Halal certification, thus keeping 
Australian production prices (which include Halal certification fees) low and making Australian food 
produce more competitive in the international market. The process would be revenue-neutral i.e. the 
proceeds would cover the cost of running the government regulating body and nothing more. Halal 
certification prices could be raised or lowered as needed. At present, Halal certifiers set their fees to 
make a profit for themselves. The removal of this profit would result in lower fees being paid by 
Australian producers.  
 
The financial transactions involved in Halal certification must be made more transparent. Their 

activities should be brought under government scrutiny to ensure that the monies collected do not 

end up supporting illegal activities.  

Recommendation 3: The link between halal funding and terrorism needs further investigation. The 

removal of profit-based organisations and their replacement with a government-regulated body will 

remove the means of this taking place.  

 

Yours Sincerely, 

 

 
Lyle Shelton 

Managing Director 

Australian Christian Lobby 
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Dear Sir/Madam 

  

RE: THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATION FOOD INQUIRY 

  

I would like to add my submission to the inquiry regarding third party certification of foods. 
My concern is with HALAL Third Party Food and other products certification. 

  

TERMS OF REFERENCE OF INQUIRY 

  

1. The extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not 
limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and 
general food safety certification schemes; 

It seems like all foods now are halal certified, milk, butter, cheese, salt, sugar, flour and the 
list goes on and on.   To avoid Halal-Certification is almost impossible as most products 
don’t have a halal-cert label.  I shouldn’t have to look for religious free foods when I am 
shopping.   These items are a minority item and should be in speciality shops.  

   

2. Current labelling requirements of food certification schemes; 

The current labelling laws are useless and most labels are non-existent.  I have never seen 
meat or chicken with a halal sticker but I know almost all chicken is halal-c and almost all 
beef is Halal slaughtered and certified.   I’ve also read the study the MLA did on stress 
hormones in the meat and am horrified.  When did all this happen???  I thought we non 
reversible stunned all our cattle to the highest humane treatment we possibly could.   I’m 
absolutely horrified to think we are killing over 9 million cattle each year in such a way that 
is heartbreaking.  

 Not only that almost everyone I have spoken with have no idea what HALAL means let 
alone HALAL-Certification.  When I explain to them what it’s all about they are generally 



stunned.  Stunned that something like this has been operating here in Australia all this time 
and we haven’t known about it.  

First you hear HALAL – certification is a religious requirement and then you hear it’s a 
marketing strategy, from my point of view neither is correct.  No Muslim needs their food 
HALAL- CERTIFIED and clearly its not a marketing strategy as nothing is labelled so that 
leaves me with the impression there’s a bit of arm twisting going on for prophet, oops sorry 
profit.  

If we take a look at the chicken industry the rort is truly apparent. It is my understanding that 
almost all chickens slaughtered in Australia are slaughtered by mechanical slaughter and are 
still certified Halal. 

 The Halal Chicken Market in Australia 

Currently there are somewhere between 7million to 8million Halal certified chickens 
slaughtered in Australia every week. Out of this total, about 35,000 chickens a week are hand 
slaughtered – about half a percent – with the balance being all Halal certified machine 
slaughtered chickens. That equates to 1 Halal hand slaughtered chicken for every 200 Halal 
certified machine slaughtered chickens that are hitting the marketplace every week. 

To the average Muslim consumer desiring to do the right thing, it can get very confusing 
trying to work out what is Halal when it comes to chicken. The aim of this article is to 
provide some clarity by informing you of what the issues are to allow you to make an 
informed decision inshaAllah. 

What’s the Islamic difference between Halal hand Slaughtered Chicken and Halal 
machine slaughtered chicken? 

In Australia, as elsewhere in the world, there is a difference of opinion amongst some Muslim 
scholars and Halal certifiers as to what is “Halal”. Some advocate that all meat + chicken is 
Halal as long as you say “Bismillah” (In the name of Allah) before eating. Some consider 
machine slaughter Halal – under certain conditions and others will only accept hand slaughter 
as being genuinely Halal. 

There are strong viewpoints and detailed arguments presented on both sides of the machine 
and hand slaughter debate amongst Islamic scholars. Some argue that machine slaughter is 
completely lawful (Halal), whereas others argue that the process is completely unacceptable 
and the animal slaughtered in this process is unlawful (Haram). Amongst all the differing 
opinions, hand slaughter is the universal slaughter method accepted by all scholars, which 
leaves no doubt in the halal status of hand slaughtered chickens. 

Machine-slaughter is a relatively new phenomenon created by the rapid progress in modern 
technology and the need to feed ever-growing populations. Globally Halal machine 
slaughtered birds are accepted in many countries including Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Malaysia, 
Indonesia and Iran. 

Caution dictates that hand slaughter should be given preference over mechanical slaughter for 
Muslims. However, it is important to recognise that while a Muslim can observe personal 



preferences and choices for their own preferred methods of hand or machine slaughter, they 
cannot enforce their own preference upon other Muslims, nor should they denounce others.  

  

As you can see from above, even the muslims themselves admit that some Muslim Scholars 
agree all that needs to be said is "Bismillah" and that makes meat permissible for muslims. 

  

Iam not a scholar of Islam, and one shouldn't need to be a scholar to follow basic rules of a 
religion but suffice to say in the 1400 there were no certification schemes around at that time 
and any changes to the Islamic religion are not acceptable. 

  

But halal is good for exports I hear you say, well in the case of chicken, no its not.  We only 
export chicken offal and chicken feet to Singapore, Vietnam, Philippines and 
Hongkong.  None of those places are Islamic.  All of our chicken is used domestically. 

  

So here we have almost all chickens halal certified at a massive cost that is borne by the 
consumer, where the consumer who it was designed for doesn't even accepts its halal!!! Not 
only that but we are governed under Australian Law, HALAL laws are governed under 
Sharia.  Which law do we follow in Australia?  Which laws do Muslims in Australia 
follow?    I keep hearing Muslims say they follow Australian law but the evidence is quite the 
opposite.   I do not want Halal chicken, I do not want HALAL -C chicken and I consider it a 
massive affront to my constitutional rights to have this forced on me.   Not one chicken 
product Ive ever seen has actually had a Halal label on it so I have to really check with each 
company to find a non halal-c chicken.  In fact the only company I know of is Inglewood. 

 

 I am truly astounded that we have this sort of cunning, deceitful rort in Australia.    I cannot 
begin to tell you how absolutely disgusted and ashamed of our government I am for allowing 
this sort of blatant thievery to continue and not just this government but the governments 
before as well who have remained gutless and clueless to what is going on around them. 

  

3. The need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees; 

 I believe we have absolutely NO NEED to have halal-c foods in Australia.  I don't believe 
we should lower our animal welfare standards to meet a market like the Middle East where 
animal welfare is almost non-existent.    We should concentrate on producing the best product 
we can.  We should be doing the slaughter in the best possible way we can that gives the best 
outcomes.  Our product would be in demand for that reason alone.   Do we sink our standards 
or do we make other rise up to a better way? 



  

4. Whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to 
make informed purchasing decisions; 

 Current schemes do not provide enough information for me to make an informed choice.  I 
wish to avoid all halal certified products totally.  I do not wish to financially support Islam for 
not even 1 cent.  It is not my religion and it’s not a religion I support. 

  

5. Details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, 
and the potential for these to impact on prices for consumers; 

Anyone in business always recoups the costs of the goods and business through product 
pricing.  Anyone who says the prices are not passed onto the consumer is lying.  A rule of 
thumb for business is 30% expenses, 30% taxes, 30% business expansion and 10% for the 
owner.  Once you understand this basic rule of thumb it’s impossible to see how certification 
does NOT impact prices and or business.   

All certification impacts the pricing, we see the heart tick (amongst the dearest certificates I 
hear) which benefits ALL consumers, we know how that is supposed to help our health but 
there are NO health benefits with HALAL.  In fact I suspect quite the opposite, I would love 
to see studies on the impact of high levels of stress hormones in meat and the effect on the 
human body.  

  

 

6. The importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and 
returns to producers; 

I understand the halal certificate helps export markets but if its at a cost to the domestic 
market I would say concentrate on markets that don't put that impost onto our country, our 
producers and our people.   We produce good quality, clean and healthy products if we have 
to lower our standards to meet a market I say we should be asking that market to up their 
standards or concentrate on emerging markets who want our excellent product. 

  

7. The extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers 
including, but not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any 
related matters. 

 As we can see from submission number 205 from Abdul Ayan where he states " 

It is fair to say that halal certification, and particularly how certifiers practiceit, has 
many deep seated problems. Their audit and supervision as well as their service 
provision are poor. There are also credible reports that some engage in corrupt, 



unethical and improper practices. The system allows them to do so and some therefore 
take full advantage of it. Halal certification has been widely described by 
leadingmembers of the Muslim community, aptly in view, as a cash cow whose function 
is to collect as muchmoney as possible in exchange for little or no provision of services 
beyond signing and issuingcertificates." 

As we can see from that above statement HALAL-C is a cash cow and what more proof does 
this inquiry need to see that as consumers are getting hit they are recoiling and spending less.  
We refuse to be a cash cow for a religion we do not support nor trust.   

  

In conclusion, I would like to state, it seems HALAL-C is not content with fleecing us 
through our foods, but also through transport, medicines, plastics etcetc in fact anything they 
can possible encourage people to certify they will. 

It is time for the government to reflect the thinking people of this country and go into bat for 
what is right and what is just.  We can see from the UK and their halal situation the push is on 
for no stunning in any abattoirs, here in Australia we have the WA Islamic society stating 
they oppose stunning. 

  

I oppose all of it.  Along with 80,000 other people on the facebook page "boycott Halal".  Not 
only that but every other Australian that I spoke to have never heard of HALAL.  When I 
explain what it is, they are absolutely gobsmacked our government would allow such a thing. 

I am also disgusted our government would allow only MALE MUSLIM SLAUGHTER-
MEN to be hired in the majority of abattoirs.  Does this mean we now allow discrimination in 
the workplace? 

  

I would hope the Inquiry will address all the matters in way that is the best outcome for all 
Australians if ever there was need for a happiness check amongst the population this is the 
time.  

I hope you also take into account Australia's multi-faith, multi-race and multi-culture 
populace and realize that no group should be forcing their ideas, beliefs, ideologies and 
thoughts onto others and that all foods should be free of religious overtones in respect for 
others of different faiths whose sensibilities may be offended.  

  

Thank you 

26.7.15 
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From: Lesley Nesbitt  
Sent: Friday, 31 July 2015 6:27 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Enquiry into Food Certification Schemes
 
Consumers have the right to know -

a     whether the products they are purchasing carry a particular certification (be it kosher,
 halal or anything else), and more importantly

b    whether a fee has been levied for such certification of that product, and

c    whether such fees/expenses are borne by the consumer; ie   the consumer should
 know the potential impact on prices when such certification fees are levied on companies
 and producers.

Lesley Nesbiit

PH.   
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ORGANIC INDUSTRY STANDARDS AND CERTIFICATION COUNCIL Inc. 
Maintaining the standard for the Australian organic industry  

 

 C/-President PO Box 3403 Tingalpa QLD 4173  email: info@oiscc.org    www.oiscc.org  

30th July 2015 
 

The Organic Industry Standards and Certification Council (OISCC), as the representative body for 
all matters pertaining to standards and certification for the Australian organic industry, 
welcomes this Senate Review process, and the opportunity to participate. 
 
There are currently six (6) certification bodies, administered by the Department of Agriculture 
to accredit for organic certification under the Export Control Act (1982).   The Department of 
Agriculture is considered the competent authority, and conducts annual audits to verify that all 
organic certification issued by these bodies is in accordance with the requirements of the 
National Standards for Organic and Biodynamic Produce.  
 
Each of these six organic certifiers must also meet strict criteria with regards to certification 
procedures, and provide transparent information regarding fee structures and service provision, 
in accordance with the International Standard ISO17065. 
 
In addition to the Australian Government, all of these organic certification bodies must also meet 
the strict requirements of the international organic regulations of the European Union, Taiwan 
and Japan, in order to accredit product for export to these regions, under equivalency 
arrangements. 
 
Several of these Australian organic certification bodies also hold direct accreditation with 
overseas governments, such as the United States Department of Agriculture National Organic 
Program, in order to certify products for export into the individual country. 
 
In order to be directly accredited, these Australian organic certifiers must meet that country’s 
legislative requirements, and be audited by that Government. 
 
The provision of organic certification in Australia gives market access for Australian Producers, 
Processors, Wholesalers and Retailers to export into those countries who possess organic 
regulation, and strong labelling laws.  
 
In Australia, there has been the additional development of an Australian Standard, AS6000 
Organic and Biodynamic Produce.   The development of this standard has been as a direct result 
of no applicable domestic legislative definition for the term “organic”, and is currently being 
examined as an alternate organic standard under the Legislative Review of the Export Control 
Act (1982). 
 
The Australian Organic Industry has a proud and transparent history, and was one of the 
pioneers in Global Organic Standards development, particularly in the implementation of the 
Codex Alimentarius “Guidelines for the Production, Processing, Labelling and Marketing of 
Organically Produced Foods” (GL.32-1999.Rev1-2001).  In 1992, the then Federal Minister for 
Primary Industries, Mr Simon Crean initiated the development of the National Organic 
Standards.   Since this time, the National Standards have developed transparently to reflect 
international standards, and consumer demands. 
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From: Tim Young  
Sent: Friday, 31 July 2015 6:52 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Committee Secretariat: Halal Certification
 

Committee Secretariat:

Senate Standing Committees on Economics PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600

Phone: +61 2 6277 3540 Fax: +61 2 6277 5719 economics.sen@aph.gov.au 

I write to request that the following be considered.

Any certification related to, affiliated with or reasonably perceived to be ,  a religious group, belief or faith basis be
 required to clearly and mandatorily show this. Also, such labeling be consistent across all products. It is imperative that
 the name of the religion be clearly shown so as to enable the Australian consumer to make informed decisions.

 

Also, the monetary relationship between the producer and the certifying body be made easily and readily available to
 consumers in a consistent format.. This could be in a per item or a per unit of measure basis.

 

Also, an explanation be available, also in a easy to find and read format, explaining what it actually entails to meet the
 certification requirements e.g. The details of how an animal may be slaughtered.

 

Those bodies providing certification and receiving payment for it should  be legislatively  required t make available on
 the public record where the funds are expended. This would avoid and alleviate concerns that such finances are used for
 terrorism and other kin-description ulterior motives.

Australians should be able to have choice and fully informed decisions making opportunities.

Yours sincerely

Tim Young

 

Sent from my iPad

mailto:economics.sen@aph.gov.au
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Please find following my submission for the Third Party Certification Inquiry –  

 

As a native Australian I make the following urgent points on behalf of my people to stop 

halal certification being imposed upon us: 

 

1. Labels must be placed on food if it: 

– is the product of a religious ritual 

– is produced by a person specifically employed because of their religious belief 

– is religiously certified and certification fees are paid to fund religious programs. 

2. Food producers who produce food that is automatically halal (like bread and water) should 

not be required to pay certification fees to state this. 

 

3. Religious food certification authorities should be registered. 

 

4. Religious food certification authorities should be required to disclose their standards, fees 

and financial records. 

 

5. A proper inquiry should be established to examine a number of other issues in relation to 

halal certification other than food labelling issues, including:  

 

.  cruelty to animals; 

.  halal certification being imposed onto non-Muslims, with a portion of our grocery 

dollars therefore going to fund Islamic practices, including Islamic practices that are 

contrary to Australian law. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

(Name withheld) and family 
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To Whom it may concern 
 
I implore you to thoroughly investigate the Halal certification process.  
 
I believe that Halal certification is a rort and the money made from this process 
ONLY goes to fund Islam ventures and there is a great possibility that it may go to 
fund terrorist activities. 
 
It is getting that way now that I am finding it very hard to buy anything that is NOT 
Halal Certified, I seek out products that are not Halal certified but find that I am 
unwittingly purchasing Halal certified products because they are not labeled as such 
and I am therefore unaware.  

 
80% of cattle, lamb and poultry meat sold in Australia is now slaughtered by Muslim 
males in abattoirs folloing Islamic Sharia law. It is virtually impossible for me to buy 
any meat products that are NOT Halal butchered now....a barbaric and cruel practice 
of terrible animal cruetly...I cannot believe that this is being allowed in Australia in 
this day and age to appease a MINORITY. We should all be ashamed that this is 
currently occuring in our country. 
 
Mohamed elmouelhy president of the Halal Certification Authority has made some 
outrageous comments that should be investigated. This man is a disgusting human 
being who is nothing more then a bigot and a stirrer.  
A Pakistani Newspaper Says Bosnian Grand Mufti Urges Muslims To Rule World 
Through Halal Food certification...Islam makes multi millions of dollars every year 
from Halal certifcation, I believe that they intend to take over the world global 
enconomy by stealth. 
 

I have been made aware of businesses being bullied into having their products Halal 
Certified. I believe the Australia Halal Certification Authority to be nothing more 
then a mafia type organisation. 

Lastly I would like to add that I am a Christian not a Muslim and yet I am being 
forced into buying products blessed in the name of a minority religion in Australia 
that I do not believe in. 

Regards 

Theresa West 
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Many hard working Australian citizens are computer Illiterate and most likely we are 
just working too damn much to have to run this country for politicians.  More 
information for consumers is a no brainer, transparency of these suspicious kosher 
and halal certification groups should be a given.  Especially in the type of world we 
live in today, when I go to the store I am constantly having to check online to ensure 
I buy non halal and non-kosher products. 

A quick online search into the Australian Constitution will find... 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Section_116_of_the_Constitution_of_Australia 

Section 116 says: 

    The Commonwealth shall not make any law for establishing any religion, or for 
imposing any religious observance, or for prohibiting the free exercise of any religion, 
and no religious test shall be required as a qualification for any office or public trust 
under the Commonwealth.[1] 

 

It seems we have a breach of section 116, if the government allows religious 
observance to be forced onto the Australian citizens, will the people of Australian 
need to seek legal action against the Australian government?  Just something a 
hardworking Australian would like cleared up. 

 

As for the other points:  

A - the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but 
not limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified 
food and general food safety certification schemes; 

All things should be labelled and the process involved in making the product should 
be transparent. 

B -  current labelling requirements of food certification schemes; 

They are inadequate and the consumer must search online to make an informed 
choice.  Not good enough. 

 

C - the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification 
fees; 

Transparency is the key, this religious certification is just so bizarre and any research 
into Islamic taxes just screams of the institutionalised bigotry in that doctrine. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Section_116_of_the_Constitution_of_Australia


D - whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers 
to make informed purchasing decisions; 

They do not provide enough information and myself as well as many others are 
forced to do our own research if we want to make educated purchases. 

 

E - details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, 
and the potential for these to impact on prices for consumers; 

Again, transparency is a no brainer. 

 

F - the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access 
and returns to producers; 

Certify export products, problem solved. 

 

G - the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers 
including, but not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and 
any related matters. 

Again, the current system is secretive, it needs to be transparent to avoid corruption 
and so that consumers can make informed choices. 
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On behalf of my fellow Australians I make the following vital points to this Third Party 

Certification Inquiry in regard to the imposition of halal certification on Australian 

consumers: 

- Labels must be clearly marked on all food items: that are religiously certified and for which 

certification fee payments are made to fund religious programmes; that are the product of a 

religious ceremony or ritual; that are produced by a person/s employed because of their 

religious belief. 

- Food producers whose products are automatically halal should not be required to pay halal 

certification fees. 

- Transparency should be required of religious food certification authorities through the 

disclosing of fees, standards and financial records. 

- Religious food certification authorities should be registered. 

- Further inquiry beyond issues of food labelling is needed into aspects of halal certification. 

According to the Australian Bureau of Statistics the Muslim population in Australia at the 

2011 census was little over 2%, yet halal certification fees are imposed (through carrying 

down of certification fees to food prices) on the 98% of Australian food consumers who do 

not identify with the Islamic religion. 

Yours sincerely, 

(Name withheld) 
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From: Carmel Metcalf  
Sent: Friday, 31 July 2015 9:24 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal Certification Submission.
 
Halal trade is another growing area of world trade, and Australia is a major exporter of
 Halal foods. Halal in Islam basically means 'permissible'. In relation to food, many
 Muslims believe that 'they' should only consume food products with animal content if the
 food has been prepared according to Islamic rites of slaughter. As a result, Halal labelling
 on food products has become important in the import and export of food the world over.
 Companies pay Islamic governing bodies for Halal accreditation, in order to open up
 wider markets for their products.
 
The Australian government controls the regulation of food products in Australia, it is not
 an Australian government health requirement for producers to pay a religious organization
 a certification fee to slaughter animals in a ritualistic manner, for the sole satisfaction of
 Islamic law and beliefs. It is against our constitution to do so. The Australian government
 requires our food to be labelled clearly with the ingredients, place of manufacture, and
 with meat inspection of all slaughterhouses. Hygiene is a number one priority in food
 production and Australian law has set health standards that protect the Australian
 consumer, also approved methods to humanely slaughter beasts, this is free of religious
 ritualistic idol killings. The ritualistic method used by Islam is against my personal
 religious beliefs, and also my constitution of Australia. 
 
Products under Halal certification provide income for Islamic organizations, each time an
 Australian consumer buys a product, a percentage goes to their religious accounts,
 this increase Halal trade, which is a growing area of income for this small minority, also
 where does the GST component go, do their records show this. Halal should not be paid
 by consumers that are non-muslim and do not follow Islam. As a consumer I have a right
 to know under what conditions the food I buy is produced, including how humanely the
 animals was slaughtered. This should be of concern as the animal should not suffer, and
 under Halal conditions they do. 
 
I require my government to address the non-labelling  of Halal Certified food products so
 my personal and religious choices are equal to that of any other religious  or non-religious
 entity. It is not a requirement by Australian food law for this additional fee to be added
 onto the cost of all Australians on one of the main necessities of life. If a minority want
 Halal then they should be the only payers of the Halal fee.
 
 
The future requires that the Australian government look further into this huge bank of
 income for a religious minority, it has become a cartel of sorts, why should an Australian
 company pay $30,000 month to a Halal certification licencing person, to sell their
 products in Australia or overseas. It is not an Australian government requirement so how
 does this continue on a daily basis in Australia. 
 
Signed



Carmel M. Metcalf
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From: DAVID LEE  
Sent: Friday, 31 July 2015 9:30 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal certification
 

To the committee concerned,
I wish to raise my objection to halal
 certification in the strongest possible
 manner.
The basis for my objections are as
 follows
1} halal certification is totally
 unnecessary. The proof of this is two
 fold. First, from their own "holy " book:- 
 
Sura 5.5
This day [all] good foods have been made lawful, and the food of
 those who were given the Scripture is lawful for you and your food is
 lawful for them. And [lawful in marriage are] chaste women from
 among the believers and chaste women from among those who were
 given the Scripture before you, when you have given them their due
 compensation, desiring chastity, not unlawful sexual intercourse or
 taking [secret] lovers. And whoever denies the faith - his work has
 become worthless, and he, in the Hereafter, will be among the losers.

 
  and second, as there is approx 1.6
 billion moslems in the world and
 certification is a only recent introduction



 it is safe to assume that moslems did
 not get to this number by only
 consuming air... we would have heard
 about that.
 
2} The process of halal slaughter is
 barbaric. Regardless of the safe guards
 in place to ensure as humane killing as
 possible, it is now {? common}
 knowledge that some abattoirs allow
 traditional barbaric methods of halal
 slaughter.
 
3} There can be absolutely no
 justification for people who do not
 support an ideology being forced to pay
 for it.
 
4} The monies gained from the
 certification cannot be adequately
 accounted for. Whilst some money may
 be used for entirely innocent purposes,
 the link between some halal certification
 schemes and the funding of groups



 promoting the use of violence is
 undeniable.
 
5} By it's very nature it discriminates
 against non-moslems in the field of
 employment.
 
I respectfully request you give this issue
 the full and unbiased examination that it
 deserves.
 
Yours most sincerely,
David Lee
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From: Tina Evans  
Sent: Friday, 31 July 2015 9:43 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal Certification
 

My name is Tina Evans. 
My concerns are the lack of transparency with the halal revinue,  why it isn't taxed,  and
 the public are gulable to believe the costs to companies doesn't get passed on to the
 consumer. The fact that labeling isn't clearly displayed on items. 
The fact that as a none Muslim it is an offense to me that I am forced to use an app on my
 phone to see what isn't halal. 
I am a citizen of Australia and I am opposed to halal,  and I believe it to be unnecessary on
 this scale, unless the countries intension is to be forcibly made Muslim. 
Deeply Concerned 
Tina Evans 

 



ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 1407

Submission Details: Ms Halyley Hemsworth





HALAL  SUBMISSION 

HALAL CERTIFICATION IN AUSTRALIA 

Halal certification is an unnecessary religious fee, for the majority of the population it is a fee that is 

not needed or wanted, for the followers of the Muslim religion it is also a fee that is not necessary as 

any food consumed by them can be blessed with the saying of just one word. 

There are now many non-animal products being certified such as bread, water, women’s products, 

the list goes on, there can be no reasonable explanation for the certification of such products. The 

general public are paying extra for products that have been certified and gain no benefit and have 

no wish for such certification. 

If any fees need to be paid it must come from the Muslim consumers who demand it, not every 

other consumer. 

All certified products should be clearly labelled with a minimum size set so that it is clearly visible to 

all consumers, clear labelling enables consumers to make an informed decision about products they 

purchase. 

Please consider the following recommendations in this enquiry: 

 Clearly label food if it is a product of a religious ritual; specifically employs a person because 

of their religious belief; is religiously certified and certification fees are paid to fund religious 

programs 

 Producers of food that are automatically halal permissible like bread and water should not 

be required to pay certification fees  

 All religious food certifiers should be registered and required to disclose their standards, 

fees and financial records 

 An inquiry be established to examine other issues in relation to halal certification other than 

food labelling  

 All profits made by Halal certification scheme should be monitored and taxed with 

transparency on where the money is being used. 

Thank you for taking these recommendations into consideration. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Hayley Hemsworth 
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From: Tracey-Leanne Hajjar  
Sent: Friday, 31 July 2015 10:03 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third party certificate food Inquiry
 

Tracey Hajjar,

 

Dear Sir / Madam

 

RE:  THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATE FOOD INQUIRY

C). The need for labeling on products produced by companies that pay certification
 fees;

The cost of Halal-Certified  a product is passed onto the consumer through product
 pricing.  Thus, when a consumer buys that product they are inadvertently financially
 supporting the advancement of Islam.

 

We know the certifiers pay a percentage to the MUI in Indonesia and where the money
 goes is anyone's guess. 

As a lay person with no Indonesian linguistic skills I can only assume the MUI who I
 believe are the governing body for Islamic organizations in Indonesia supports Jihad as
 per the Qur'an. 

 

We can see here http://www.businessinsider.com/indonesia-has-an-isis-problem-2014-10?
IR=T Indonesia has quite a few fighters with ISIS.   In any event the more you look the
 more murkier it gets.  Im sure ASIO could shed more light on all this then I can.  

 

So, we are left with the question do halal certificate funds support terrorism?  I think we
 would be very naive to say no it doesn't. 

It is imperative that every product that has a halal-C fee against it is labeled HALAL-C so

http://www.businessinsider.com/indonesia-has-an-isis-problem-2014-10?IR=T
http://www.businessinsider.com/indonesia-has-an-isis-problem-2014-10?IR=T


 people have the choice to

a) Purchase a food that has a religious overtone to it.  and

b) Are aware they are funding by default and through their weekly shop the Islamic
 Ideology.

 

Currently all this halal -certification is done more by stealth.  It needs to stop.

Regards

 

Tracey-Leanne Hajjar

-- 
Sent from Gmail Mobile
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From: Jim Arnold  
Sent: Friday, 31 July 2015 10:06 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Senate C'tee on Halal certification
 
Dear Committee,
                            My submission:
There is concern that unofficial bodies extort producers to have their wares halal-approved
 for Muslim consumers; even those that don't require it.
This certification is only relevant to practising Muslims, yet its cost is added to the price
 for everyone. Of course, those for whom it is immaterial would prefer to avoid that.
Consequently, both cohorts would benefit, were certified foodstuffs made obvious, by
a)  prominent labels;
b)  gathering in a designated area.
Yours faithfully,
                        James Arnold.
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SUBMISSION TO THE SENATE INQUIRY INTO FOOD 
CERTIFICATION SCHEMES. 

 
 
Dear Sir or Madam: 
 
In Australia there is a disturbing trend of manufactures and 
producers exploiting weak labelling laws to conceal information 
about their products from the consumers. 
 
Recently I contacted several companies, to ask if they had paid 
an Halal fee on their products. All admitted that they had but 
under Australian Labelling Laws they were not required to share 
this with the consumer on their packaging. 
 
All certification is an additional cost to the consumer and 
enriches organizations.  
 
Organisations which have not been investigated and are not 
accountable to anyone. Who has created these arbiters, are they 
self appointed, what are their qualifications, how do they justify 
their fees, are their finances subject to proper auditing 
processes, is it acceptable they make unsolicited approaches to 
manufactures to participate in their schemes? Can certification 
schemes be used to disadvantage producers as well as the 
consumer? 
 
Strict Australian Food and Processing Laws ensure high quality, 
safe food.  
 
Certification is superfluous and a lifestyle choice I do not wish to 
contribute to, it does not improve the safety of the products. 
 
I object most strongly to important information vital to my 
purchase decisions being knowingly withheld because of 
inadequate labelling laws. 
 
Yours faithfully 
Christine Gabb   
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From:  
Sent: Friday, 31 July 2015 10:46 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: submission regardng third party certificate inquiry
 
 

Senate Standing Committees on Economics

PO Box 6100

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

 

Dear Sir/Madam

 

RE THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATE FOOD INQUIRY

 

a) The extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not limited to,

 schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and general food safety

 certification schemes;

The extent of certification re halal has become so widespread it is becoming difficult to find many staple foods
 that are not H.Certified. And its not just consumable products, now everyday items are being being halal
 certified.

 

b) Current labeling requirements of food certification schemes;

Current labeling requirements re halal are non existent in Australia.

 

c) Why there is a need for labelling;

The complete premise of certification is supposed to allow observant Muslims safe knowledge of “halal”
 suitable products. It becomes entirely nonsense if this fact is not promoted on any part of the product. There
 are so many Islamic logos that its hard for anyone both muslim and non muslim to deem which is what. Not
 all muslims can read Arabic just like not all Chinese can read Chinese. This is an Australian country and our
 first language is ENGLISH and for that reason alone the wording and logos should be placed in English.

 

d) Whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make informed

 purchasing decisions;



Do current schemes provide information for informed choices?? Not if there are no indications provided on
 retail packaging. Another overlooked aspect to this is an assumption that halal just means it is healthy, this is
 in fact wrong. Halal means religiously acceptable to Islam, same as kosher is religiously acceptable to Jews.
 Any information regarding halal or kosher status should also clearly explain it is a religious requirement of the
 particular religion and may be offensive to others. Why is it that one minority religion is now being so
 influenced that the majority religion which in this country is Christian is overlooked.?

 

e) Details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and the potential

 for these to impact on prices for consumers;

Any details of fees and their impact on pricing is totally hidden by non disclosure agreements. There have
 been reports of larger companies paying hundreds of thousands of dollars per annum. There is also widely
 spread information that to use the logo on product another and separate annual fee is charged. It beggars all
 belief that any company is going to forgo their costs of any amount, nor use these legitimate business costs
 against pricing formula. I am equally certain no shareholder is going to allow absorption of these significant
 costs. To date, no certification body or company has offered to open their books or tax records to refute
 sensible reasoning that these certification costs are indeed all passed on to the consumer. Why am I the
 consumer not being informed of the fees and given a choice of what I want to buy/ Without clear and
 distinctive logos and information that choice is being taken away from myself the consumer. Isn't that a
 dictatorship!

 

f) The importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and returns to

 producers;

The export claims re certification appear to be supported by only AQIS as a government body, and only with
 regard to meat products. It needs to be said however that there are also many claims of 'all' halal items are
 for export and many billions of dollars are at stake if halal is curtailed in any way. Logic dictates these claims
 are full of unsubstantiated exaggeration, if the figures 'claimed' are applied, Australia is supposed to be
 exporting sufficient amounts to actually feed and cloth nearly 20% of world demand, a highly unlikely
 situation. Some published export figures show very minor amounts at stake, with regard to general halal
 product. However, any and all export product is clearly 'not domestic' product. There should be no reason
 export products demand or cause the same treatment on local domestic product. The proviso being any and
 all processing for export firstly meets Australian law and standards, particularly animal welfare laws. If any
 company desires the export business, then do so under Australian Law and guidelines, and provide a
 separate and clearly defined domestic product, if local religious status is required, do so with it clearly and
 prominently labelled as such and a separate product line for any non religious affected product, with all added
 costs charged only to the end user.

 

g) The extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including, but not

 limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any related matters

The extent and adequacy of information available to the public is almost zero, because of the aforementioned
 non disclosure agreements and seemingly across the board reticence to 'own' any certification. Any
 information offered by Islamic organisations is often offered as halal is not anything to worry about and is
 good for everyone. This is absolutely wrong, and is deceitful as to the religious nature of halal status. What is
 absolute fact is that both Halal and Kosher are wholly religious practices and are matters of faith and
 subsequently belief. There are no scientific or medical reasons, nor any implied health benefits to be gained
 from either dogma, that is not already inherent to foods prepared under Australian standards.

 

As an adjunct to these guidelines, there is a substantial and extremely important aspect completely ignored by
 the terms of reference, and indeed should be at the head of all points reference. That is as mentioned above,
 Halal and Kosher are wholly and only a religiously controlled subset of their laws, and are only



 religiously decreed beliefs. There have been arguments forwarded that halal is not forced on anyone, as
 the companies chose to contract with certification bodies. I assert that when we are not informed of this, and
 when no clear alternatives are offered, and the products had non religious status well before this recent
 scheme started, we are in reality having halal or kosher, imposed on us, without consent.

 

To act and believe in being 'inclusive' works two ways, by 'including' all consumers in a single halal certified
 product, with no clear alternative, is in reality imposing the religious status on everyone. This is in direct
 contravention of our religious discrimination laws. This is either a misguided and possible deceitful argument
 provided to manufacturers by the certification bodies, or a completely arrogant and highly offensive
 assumption it is OK to 'include' non religious customers in this religious requirement.

 

A further final aspect to fees, certification and religious content, is that all fees are payable to religious, tax
 exempt bodies, bar one or two privately 'supposed experts'. One should be asking how and why non
 disclosure agreements are being allowed within the context of tax free religious bodies, these would seem to
 be a 'commercial' construct and only available to commercial transactions. Secondly, all funds are utilised
 only to the use of the specific religion, and are yet drawn from the widest possible section of society, and is in
 this fact using non Muslims or Jews if applicable to fund a religion without knowledge or consent. This is to
 me an offensive and illegal abuse of consumer trust.

 

A last insight re the halal scheme, must surely be breaching nearly every discrimination law we have. It is well
 published fact that only Muslims, predominantly males, are allowed to render animals as halal. What this has
 meant is that all abattoirs and meat processors requiring halal for export are employing only muslims for all
 their works, i.e. for both export and domestic markets. There are published advertisements specifying this
 requirement of religious status. A consequence of this is that many jobs have been lost to normal everyday
 workers. Adding up the numbers of workers lost and discriminated against because of this religious
 requirement would be in the thousands, and I know in certain areas of QLD these religious workers are 457
 visa entrants. This is abhorrent behavior by business, and equally shameful behavior by the govt. in fully
 allowing this. 

 

Of recent times there have also been calls by certain Islamic org's to have only Muslim workers on all logistics
 of operation, from farm to plate so to speak, to 'ensure' the halal status. This is clearly in breach of our
 workplace and discrimination laws, and as yet no gov.t spokesperson has intervened.

 

It is my view we will at some stage be asked to prove any assertions, and in particular a very convoluted
 dance is being used to totally avoid the religious significance of halal. There are moves afoot to change
 sections of the constitution to avoid any legal challenges in regard to religious based policies, and their
 effects on this process.

 

I believe we will need to insist with absolute conviction that halal is wholly and only an Islamic religious
 practice and should never in any circumstances be allowed to be imposed on any non Muslim in any way nor
 for any reason intentional or not, and that doing so is an offensive breach of our discrimination laws. We the
 people who do not wish to consume halal are being deceived by not only the complete lack of labeling but by
 the accreditation halal organization and by our own Australian government. I have no doubt that the time will
 come when there will be a class action formed against the government for mental stress, anguish and trauma
 of the people of Australia, that that have been denied the rights to be able to make an informed choice if they
 were consuming halal or non halal. Christians, which make up a vast majority of Australians are forbidden
 from eating food that has been prayed over by another God and this is EXACTLY what is happening with
 halal accreditation.



 

 

 

Yours faithfully

 

Tina Gavel

 

Email sent using Optus Webmail
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PREFACE 

The Australian Food and Grocery Council 
(AFGC) is the leading national 
organisation representing Australia’s 

food, drink and grocery manufacturing 
industry.  

The membership of AFGC comprises 
more than 178 companies, subsidiaries 
and associates which constitutes in the 
order of 80 per cent of the gross dollar 
value of the processed food, beverage 
and grocery products sectors.  

With an annual turnover in the 2013-14 financial year of $114 billion, Australia’s food and grocery manufacturing 

industry makes a substantial contribution to the Australian economy and is vital to the nation’s future prosperity.    

Manufacturing of food, beverages and groceries in the fast moving consumer goods sector is Australia’s largest 

manufacturing industry.  Representing 27.5 per cent of total manufacturing turnover, the sector accounts for over 
one quarter of the total manufacturing industry in Australia. 

The diverse and sustainable industry is made up of over 27,469 businesses and accounts for over $55.9 billion of 
the nation’s international trade in 2013-14. These businesses range from some of the largest globally significant 
multinational companies to small and medium enterprises. Industry spends $541.8 million in 2011-12 on research 
and development. 

The food and grocery manufacturing sector employs more than 299,731 Australians, representing about 3 per 
cent of all employed people in Australia, paying around $12.1 billion a year in salaries and wages.  

Many food manufacturing plants are located outside the metropolitan regions. The industry makes a large 
contribution to rural and regional Australia economies, with almost half of the total persons employed being in 
rural and regional Australia. It is essential for the economic and social development of Australia, and particularly 
rural and regional Australia, that the magnitude, significance and contribution of this industry is recognised and 
factored into the Government’s economic, industrial and trade policies. 

Australians and our political leaders overwhelmingly want a local, value-adding food and grocery manufacturing 
sector. 
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SUMMARY 
The Australian Food and Grocery Council (AFGC) welcomes the Senate Economics 
References Committee Inquiry into Food Certification Schemes. 

In summary, the AFGC  – 

 considers that third party certification schemes provide a useful means by 
which manufacturers and brand owners can provide to consumers an 
independent validation of a claimed characteristic of a product; 

 notes that certifications are regulated for accuracy and truthfulness under 
the Australian Consumer Law; 

 has conducted a survey of manufacturers and brand owners to gain 
quantitative and qualitative data on the Australian industry experience of 
certification scheme (provided as Attachment 1); 

 interprets the survey results to demonstrate that, in general, certification 
schemes are operating as intended according to market-driven forces; 

 identifies potential reform in relation to certifier transparency; 

 draws attention to particular concerns in relation to meat slaughter and 
processing; and 

 recommends that the Australian Government work to simplify halal 
certification for export markets. 

 

The AFGC does not provide certification services for product claims.  The AFGC 
neither encourages nor discourages it members regarding certification.  As with any 
certification, each manufacturer or brand owner needs to decide for itself whether 
the commercial benefits of certification outweigh the costs. 
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FOOD CERTIFICATION SCHEMES 

A third party certification scheme is a mechanism whereby a manufacturer or brand 
owner obtains certification from a third party about a product characteristic.  For this 
certification to be of value, the certifying party needs to have credibility among the 
target audience.  The value to the manufacturer or brand owner lies in the fact that a 
trusted and independent entity is confirming that the product has the claimed 
characteristic, and the value to the certifier lies in enhanced reputation as a trusted 
expert and in the certification fees paid. 

From this definition it is clear that market forces play a large role in determining the 
success or failure of a certification scheme.  If consumers do not trust the certifying 
entity, the certification has no value and will be discontinued.  If the manufacturer 
does not get the expected return on investment form the certification, it will be 
discontinued.   

In Australia, this market-driven approach to certification is underpinned by the 
principle that a manufacturer or brand owner is not required (for the domestic market 
at least) to get its products certified.  It may avoid making a claim altogether, it may 
make a claim of its own initiative (without third party certification) or it may obtain a 
certification.  Even for specialised claims such as halal, there is nothing in Australian 
food regulation or consumer law to prevent a manufacturer or brand owner from 
claiming its food to halal, separate from any certification scheme.  All claims must of 
course be accurate and truthful in order to comply with the Australian Consumer 
Law. 

Why then do manufacturers and brand owners seek certification?  Certification can 
serve a number of purposes – 

 most directly, it provides credibility for a label claim; 

 it may be an entry cost of doing business with a particular customer or 
retailer, or to gain access to a particular market – for example, halal 
certification allows entry into Middle East and South East Asian markets; 

 it provides reassurance to concerned consumers about the certified 
characteristic (whether or not the certification is declared in the product 
label);  

 it opens the opportunity for incremental business opportunities (eg selling to 
food service as well as retail), leading to better productivity and higher 
factory utilisation; 

 it can fulfil corporate charter requirements and ‘good corporate citizen’ 
measures; and 

 it acts as a compliance measure for claim substantiation (ie the product label 
claim might be ‘organic’ which is then substantiated by way of a third party 
organic certification). 
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FOOD SAFETY AND QUALITY CERTIFICATION 

Food safety is of paramount importance to industry, the Government and especially 
to consumers.  Such a statement is perhaps so obvious that it is often assumed, but 
the AFGC’s perspective is predicated on this truth: that the first and foremost 
concern of consumers is not the claims and logos that appear in labels, but rather 
goes to the fundamental question of whether this food is safe for me and my family 
to eat. 

In Australia, and indeed most modern economies, food safety is assured to the 
extent possible through processes of hazard identification, and control point 
identification for risk minimisation and mitigation.  The AFGC understands that this 
inquiry is not seeking to address supply chain safety and quality certifications 
undertaken primarily for regulatory compliance and/or quality assurance, even 
though such certifications are third party assurances about product characteristics.  
Rather, it understands this inquiry to be concerned with third party certifications that 
are primarily aimed at consumer communications.  While in some instances there 
are quality and safety system accreditations that might appear on label (eg 
ISO9000, etc), this is not a common practice. 

Nonetheless the Committee should note the significant work being undertaken by 
the food sector to strengthen and standardise food safety audits.  Safety audits are 
undertaken for regulatory compliance, as a result of manufacturer requirements or to 
satisfy retailer requirements, and at present there is relatively little recognition by 
one stakeholder of safety audits undertaken for another, even though the safety 
audit can be standardised against internationally accepted protocols.  This creates 
the circumstance where a company might undergo 10 to 15 different safety audits in 
a year, all looking at the same things.  This duplication places a burden on auditors 
and on the audit process where standardisation and recognition could drive better 
outcomes for consumers and for industry. 

The AFGC is therefore working with stakeholders, including government authorities, 
retailers, auditors and manufacturers, to develop a system for the mutual recognition 
of safety audits undertaken in accordance with international standards.  This project 
is expected to generate some market efficiencies through the avoidance of 
duplication, but it also directed to making the safety audit process more robust – by 
removing duplication, auditors and businesses will be able to spend more time and 
effort on the safety audits that are undertaken. 

REGULATION 

All certification schemes are regulated by the general consumer protection 
provisions in Schedule 2 of the Competition and Consumer Act (the Australian 
Consumer Law).  This means – 
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 it is unlawful to make a representation that is misleading or deceptive or 
likely to mislead or deceive, including by way of a certification; 

 it is both unlawful and a criminal offence to make a false or misleading 
representation that a product has a history or characteristic that it does not 
have, including by way of a certification; and 

 it is both unlawful and a criminal offence to represent that a product has a 
sponsorship or approval that it does not have.  

These protections provide a significant degree of consumer protection around the 
validity of certifications, and are enforced by an active and resourced regulator in the 
Australian Competition and Consumer Commission. 

Some laws provide further legal frameworks for certifications.  Standard 1.2.7 of the 
Australia New Zealand Food Standards Code, for example, exempts the 
certifications of public health promotion entities from some requirements relating to 
health claims. 

SCOPE OF CERTIFICATION 

There are numerous opportunities for Australian businesses to seek certifications in 
areas they consider important to their customers.  These include – 

 nutriton (eg National Heart Foundation Heart Tick) 

 dietary choice (eg organic, vegan) 

 ethical sourcing (eg anti-slavery, fair trade) 

 origin (eg Australian Made Australian Grown kangaroo in triangle) 

 animal welfare and production (eg RSPCA approved farming system) 

 sustainability and the environment (eg dolphon friendly tuna, sustainable 
fisheries) 

 religion (eg halal, kosher) 

 food quality and safety (eg HACCP, ISO). 
 

Within each of these categories there are a number of certifiers providing 
certification services.  For example, there are over 20 bodies in Australia offering 
halal certification.  Manufacturers and brand owners are thus able to ‘shop around’ 

in most instances when obtaining certifications, although certain certifiers are 
perceived to offer premium products. 

MANDATORY LABELLING? 

From the above dot points, the value of a certification to the manufacturer or brand 
owner is not restricted to a logo in a label.  In fact a certification may be valuable 
without being included in product labels at all.  It is the manufacturer who pays for 
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the certification and who should therefore be free to decide when and how that 
certification is to be used. 

A further consideration is that labelling is a costly exercise with long lead times.  A 
manufacturer or brand owner might, for example, obtain a sustainable palm oil 
certification in relation to a product with that ingredient, but despite its best 
endeavours may be unable to source sustainable palm oil at all times.  In such a 
circumstance, the company might choose NOT to include the certification on the 
label so that in the eventuality of unpredictable supply, it would not need to relabel 
the product. At times when the product contains sustainable palm oil, the 
certification can be communicated to interested consumers through call centre 
contacts or online. 

Australian consumers enjoy the benefit of a great deal of information being provided 
through the mandatory labelling requirements in the Food Standards Code.  These 
requirements provide detailed information about the food’s identity, traceability, 
safety, composition, nutrition, quantity, storage, use and origin.  These requirements 
ensure the consumer is able to identify key information about health, safety and 
appropriate use.   

The AFGC therefore does not support any proposal to require certifications to be 
included in product labels because they are not necessary for health, safety or 
informed choice.  Certifications are rather discretionary marketing activities of the 
manufacturer or brand owner and should remain so. 

IS IT A TAX? 

A key insight is that manufacturers and brand owners in Australia operate in a 
globally exposed market with a high degree of retail market concentration.  To 
survive, manufacturers and brand owners need to be efficient and price competitive, 
and this means that certifications that do not deliver value to the manufacturer, in 
one way or another, are not maintained.  Put somewhat bluntly, manufacturers will 
only pay a dollar for a certification if they expect to get more than a dollar back in 
sales, whether directly or indirectly.  If they pay a dollar and only get 80c worth of 
value, they will drop the certification. 

This is an important principle because it addresses the concern in relation to the so-
called ‘halal tax’.  Manufacturers do not have to be halal certified, and can under 
existing law make halal claims without being certified.  They will only maintain a 
halal certification if the certification creates more value than it costs. The net effect 
of the certification must therefore be beneficial, or it will be dropped. 
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CERTIFICATION TRADE MARKS 

Certifying institutions usually safeguard the integrity of their scheme through the use 
of intellectual property (a trade marked logo) which is then licensed to authorised 
users.  This enables the certifier to control unauthorised use. 

A special class of trade marks has been created in Australia, called a certification 
trade mark (CTM).  CTMs differ from other registered trade marks in that they 
require a set of public rules which must be met in order for that manufacturer to be 
able to display the CTM. These rules and the process by which compliance will be 
assessed are reviewed and approved by the ACCC prior to registration in order to 
establish that the rules are not contrary to public benefit or likely to raise any 
concerns relating to competition, unconscionable conduct, unfair practices, product 
safety and/or product information.  

Not all certification logos are registered as CTMs, but those that are might be said to 
be more transparent to consumers due to the public nature of the requirements and 
processes involved in the certification.  However, operating a CTM is a more 
expensive exercise for certifiers, costs which are ultimately borne by the certified 
manufacturers through fees. 

Without evidence of significant regulatory failure, the AFGC does not consider that 
certification schemes should be mandated to be CTMs.  Rather, the AFGC 
highlights that there is a mechanism within existing regulation for certifiers to make 
their schemes more transparent and accountable should they see the benefits in 
doing so. 

CERTIFICATION COMPLIANCE COSTS 

Certification schemes do involve costs for participation.  As noted above, these 
costs need to be outweighed by the benefit to the manufacturer or brand owner, or 
the certification is simply not maintained.   

Costs to a business in obtaining certification might include – 

 Changing operations, reformulating products or modifying ingredient 
sourcing in order to qualify for certification; 

 Certification fees;  

 Compliance costs such as certifier visits to facilities, auditing of processes, 
supply chain and ingredients; and 

 Labelling costs where a logo is to be included in packaging. 
 

Manufacturers and brand owners make a commercial call as to whether the costs of 
certification are outweighed by the benefits obtained, and in particular the direct and 
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indirect benefits to consumers (bearing in mind that some consumers will be more 
interested in a particular certification than others).  

This is most evidently shown in the well-publicised case of the Fleurieu Milk and 
Yoghurt Company from South Australia, who in November 2014 ceased its halal 
certification due to what the ABC called ‘an aggressive social media campaign’ and, 

as a consequence, lost a $50,000 per annum contract with Emirates airline.  By May 
2015, Fleurieu had re-certified and regained its contract.   

The key insight from the AFGC’s position is that the company had the right to make 
these decisions based on its knowledge and awareness of its consumers’ needs 

and preferences.  Companies should not, in contrast, be coerced into decisions by 
threats of abusive campaigns or secondary boycotts.  AFGC members have voiced 
concerns over the impact on consumer contact staff in particular of abusive anti-
halal calls and mail - such behaviour should neither be encouraged nor condoned by 
this Inquiry. 

AFGC MEMBER SURVEY 

Attached to this submission are the outcomes from a survey undertaken by the 
AFGC of its members and others in the food manufacturing sectors. The survey was 
undertaken to provide this Inquiry with some quantitative assessment of industry 
perspectives on the role, value and practical experience of product certification. 

Participants were self-selecting, so due caution should be exercised against over-
interpreting the results. While the survey garnered over 100 responders, not all 
responders answered every question, and so results need to be read in the context 
of the responses to the particular question.  Finally, no statistical analysis has been 
undertaken to determine whether the results are statistically significant, particularly 
where the differences between responses are small. 

With this in mind, the results of the survey do provide some insights – 

 Responders to the survey come from a variety of business scales ranging 
from small enterprises to multinationals, with SMEs well represented (Q1). 

 Responders indicate a wide spread of certifications are obtained, with all 
categories of certification well represented (Q3) 

 No single type of certification stands out as being especially influential (Q4).  
Similarly, no single type of certification stands out as being especially costly 
or hard to obtain (Q5-Q6). 

 The main rationale for obtaining a certification that the manufacturer or brand 
owner would not itself have chosen is customer (usually retailer) demand 
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(Q8).  Anecdotally, retailer demands for certification are usually in the areas 
of environment, production methods (eg free range) and dietary choice (eg 
organic).  

 Companies are able to discontinue certifications, and do so especially where 
the certification is not delivering the expected value or where the product has 
changed and not been re-certified.  Consumer and retailer pressure are also 
factors. 

 Companies do get certifications that they do not declare on label, for a 
number of reasons.  The most-identified reason for not declaring the 
certification is that the certification is of value to a limited audience only, and 
so the certification was obtained to provide assurance should a member of 
that limited audience make contact (Q10). 

These insights do not provide evidence of widespread abuse in relation to third party 
certifications, although the retailer demand for certification does stand out.  In 
economic terms, however, obtaining such a certification to meet a customer need is 
simply a cost of doing business with that customer, rather than a market failure.   

It is also noteworthy that 2 responders indicated that they were the subject of 
boycott threats in relation to certification.  The Competition and Consumer Act 
prohibitions in relation to secondary boycotts (where a person seeks to affect a 
business by encouraging others to boycott goods or services) has exceptions for 
political and environmental activism, and such boycott activities in relation to product 
certification are likely not prohibited under one or both of these exemptions.  

REFORM 

The AFGC considers that in the majority of cases, food certification schemes in 
Australia operate according to market-driven factors that drive efficient and effective 
outcomes.  The AFGC Member Survey did not provide any evidence of widespread 
abuse or market distortion.  However, there are three specific areas where 
certification scheme reform might be considered – improving consumer 
transparency, meat slaughter and international market access. 

CONSUMER TRANSPARENCY 

A common problem in market-driven systems is that of information asymmetry – in 
particular where consumers do not have sufficient information to enable them to 
correctly interpret or evaluate product label information.  This is particularly so in 
relation to technical claims such as free trade, environmental sustainability and 
provenance: the greater the element of consumer trust, the greater the responsibility 
for transparency. 
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In the case of third party certification, this is a significant issue as consumers attach 
value to certification logos.  The question is whether interested consumers (not all 
consumers will be engaged in relation to every logo endorsement) have access to 
enough information to enable them to properly evaluate what the logo in fact 
represents.  Manufacturers and brand owners are often legally constrained by the 
certification license agreement as to what can be said in relation to the logo, 
meaning that the task of providing this information falls to the certifiers themselves. 

In particular, the information that consumers might need to assess the meaning of a 
logo includes some or all of the following to varying degrees – 

 Who is the certifying body? 

 What is the certifier’s competence to provide certification, in terms of subject 
matter expertise and audit / compliance skills? 

 What does a company need to do in order to be certified or remain certified? 

 What checks or audits are undertaken to ensure the certification is used 
properly, and what is the experience of the auditor? 

 Is the certification a profit-making enterprise or run only as cost-recovery? 

 To what purposes are profits (if any) form certification fees devoted? 
 

In the case, for example, of halal certification, such transparency might involve the 
certifier making available to consumers - 

 The legal entity issuing the certification, and whether it is commercial or not-
for-profit 

 Its authority to issue certification 

 Any limits on the acceptance of the certification (eg by country or by 
denomination)  

 How a company obtains and maintains the certification 

 What checks are undertaken to audit the certification, who undertakes such 
checks and what is their qualification to undertake the audit 

 How consumers might check whether a claimed certification is valid 

 What sorts of fees and charges are levied (description rather than amount) 

 Whether the certification scheme is run not-for-profit or as a commercial 
venture, and if commercial, the uses to which profits are devoted. 

 

A similar list could be developed in relation to environmental certifications, or 
organic certifications.  The issue of transparency is certainly not restricted to halal 
certifications. 

The AFGC considers that, in the first instance, it is incumbent on certifiers to 
improve the recognition and trust in their program by embracing greater 



AFGC SUBMISSION 2015 

 
 

 
12 

 

transparency.  It is in the certifier’s interest to do so as it increases the value of their 
certification.  It would further enhance the reputation of certifications as a class by 
promoting consistency of disclosed information, enabling consumers and 
manufacturers to better judge the nature of the certification being provided. 

MEAT SLAUGHTER 

While for most foods religious certification is not especially problematic, the 
requirements in relation to livestock slaughter mean that meat processors face 
higher fees and compliance burdens in order to be certified.  In particular, the 
requirements around personnel, method of killing, processing and audit are 
especially costly for Australian meat processors seeking halal certification (eg for 
export markets). 

The AFGC understands that processors seek to limit these costs by deriving halal 
certified meat from a limited number of abattoirs only – typically those licensed by 
the Department of Agriculture for meat exports – and undertaking the remainder of 
the processing for the domestic market at other abattoirs.  The excess capacity of 
the export-licensed abattoirs also serves the domestic market for halal meat. 

The Department of Agriculture operates the export license system for halal-certified 
abattoirs and for the licensing of Muslim slaughter personnel.  These administrative 
arrangements should be reviewed against Government policies for best-practice 
regulation to ensure they remain as efficient as possible. 

INTERNATIONAL MARKET ACCESS 

Halal certification can be a requirement for accessing international markets. The 
global Muslim population is estimated at 1.6 billion, often located in countries reliant 
on food imports from around the world. The AFGC is aware of estimates that up to 
$13 billion of Australian agri-food products are exported to Islamic societies annually 
which requires, or would benefit from, halal certification. 

The problem is the arrangements for securing halal certification in Australia are 
often set by the importing country.  In particular, the concern arises where the export 
market recognises only a small subset of ‘authorised’ Australian certifiers and where 
there is no consistency between export markets as to which Australian certifiers are 
recognised.  This leads to the situation where an exporter might be required to 
obtain multiple halal certifications to export to different markets.  The Department of 
Agriculture has a webpage devoted to this issue – see 
http://www.agriculture.gov.au/export/food/meat/elmer-3/list-islamic-halal-certification 

This situation also creates a quasi-monopoly for approved certifiers, providing no 
competitive force to encourage innovation and efficiency and manage costs.  One 
free text response to the AFGC survey highlighted having to pay for first class air 

http://www.agriculture.gov.au/export/food/meat/elmer-3/list-islamic-halal-certification
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travel for a short factory visit as an example of this lack of competition.  Again, it 
would be wrong to judge all halal certifiers by this single incident – the AFGC is 
aware from its members that some halal certifiers seek to drive efficiencies, for 
example through the development of electronic certificates that can paperlessly 
accompany product through its supply chain.  

It is perhaps naïve to hope that one halal certification might satisfy the disparate 
religious authorities across the varied cultural and economic Islamic world, and in a 
sense obtaining the ‘correct’ certification for an export market is simply a cost of 

doing business in that market.  However, it would appear there is opportunity for 
Australia’s trade negotiators to raise this issue in appropriate bilateral and 

multilateral contexts as a potentially significant non-tariff barrier to trade, and it 
would likely reduce the costs of Australian exporters if the current arrangements 
could be rationalised. 

A further concern in relation to meat exports is the export market requirement for 
Australian halal certifications to be individually approved for each shipment, for 
example by the local embassy or chamber of commerce.  The fees for such 
approvals can be significant.  While this again can be characterised as a cost of 
doing business in that market, such documentary requirements remains something 
of a non-tariff trade barrier that could be the subject of trade negotiation. 

In a recent submission (30 June 2015) to the Senate Standing Committee on Rural 
and Regional Affairs and Transport inquiry into the effect of market consolidation on 
the red meat processing sector, JBS Australia Pty Ltd submitted that in 2014, it 
spent $2.4 million on halal certification costs by approved religious certifiers. 

This highlights a possible area for greater involvement by the Departments of 
Agriculture, Industry and Foreign Affairs and Trade in facilitating halal exports.  This 
is not an issue of consumer communications but rather of trade facilitation.  The 
AFGC is aware of section 116 of the Constitution (prohibiting the establishment of 
any religion by the federal Parliament) and this will need to be considered in the 
context of any proposals. 

Meat processors are understandably frustrated by the costs and uncertainties 
inherent in current arrangements.  These uncertainties, it must be stressed, do not 
arise from local halal certifiers but from the governments in our export markets 
establishing uncertain practices and procedures for accepting certifications. 

To illustrate the importance of this issue, according to Meat and Livestock Australia 
Fast Facts 2014 : beef, in 2013-14, Australia exported 70% of its total beef and veal 
production, worth $6.45 billion, to over 100 countries (DA/ABS). The beef industry 
(including live cattle exports) alone accounts for 17% of Australia’s farm export 

value, with Australia being the third largest beef exporter (after China and India). 
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The alternative to halal slaughter and processing in Australia is live animal export.  
According to Meat and Livestock Australia’s livestock export industry statistical 

review (available at http://www.export61.com.au/livestock-exports), Australian live 
cattle exports totalled 633,703 head in 2012-13 (down 7% on 2011-12), valued at 
A$588.7 million FOB.  The two biggest markets for live cattle exports are Indonesia 
($174 million FOB) and Israel ($49.1 million FOB), both markets having a significant 
religious dimension. 
 
The AFGC supports call by Australia’s major meat exporters for greater government 
to government involvement in trade facilitation around halal certification to improve 
the consistency of local certifier recognition, facilitate market access and reduce 
costs. 

CONCLUSION 
In conclusion, the AFGC  – 

 considers that third party certification schemes provide a useful means by 
which manufacturers and brand owners can provide to consumers an 
independent validation of a claimed characteristic of a product and that, in 
general, certification schemes are operating as intended according to 
market-driven forces; 

 notes that certifications are regulated for accuracy and truthfulness under the 
Australian Consumer Law, and that there is provision for cortication trade 
marks to be administered by the Australian Competition and Consumer 
Commission; 

 provides the Inquiry with the results of a survey of manufacturers and brand 
owners to gain quantitative and qualitative data on the Australian industry 
experience of certification scheme (provided as Attachment 1); 

 identifies potential reform in relation to certifier transparency; 

 draws attention to particular concerns in relation to meat slaughter and 
processing; and recommends that the Australian Government work to 
simplify halal certification for export markets. 

 

 

 

 



Powered by 

Food Certification 
Schemes 
Monday, July 27, 2015 



Powered by 

Date Created: Tuesday, July 14, 2015 

105 
Total Responses 

Complete Responses: 55 



Powered by 

Q1: How would you describe the size of your business? 
Answered: 105    Skipped: 0 



Powered by 

Q1: How would you describe the size of your business? 
Answered: 105    Skipped: 0 



Powered by 

Q2: Does your business pay a third party for a certification? 
Answered: 105    Skipped: 0 



Powered by 

Q2: Does your business pay a third party for a certification? 
Answered: 105    Skipped: 0 



Powered by 

Q3: In which areas does your business pay for third party 
certification? (select all that apply) 
Answered: 88    Skipped: 17 



Powered by 

Q3: In which areas does your business pay for third party 
certification? (select all that apply) 
Answered: 88    Skipped: 17 



Powered by 

         
have in influencing the buying behaviour of the broad range of 
consumers? (not counting a target group who might be highly 
interested in the certification) 
Answered: 86    Skipped: 19 



Powered by 

         
have in influencing the buying behaviour of the broad range of 
consumers? (not counting a target group who might be highly 
interested in the certification) 
Answered: 86    Skipped: 19 



Powered by 

Q5: Please rank the following certifications according to your 
understanding of the COST of getting the certification (1 to 8 
where 1 is the cheapest and 8 is the most expensive) 
Answered: 65    Skipped: 40 



Powered by 

Q5: Please rank the following certifications according to your 
understanding of the COST of getting the certification (1 to 8 
where 1 is the cheapest and 8 is the most expensive) 
Answered: 65    Skipped: 40 



Powered by 

Q6: Please rank the following certifications according to your 
understanding of HOW EASY it is to get the certification (1 to 8 
where 1 is the easiest and 8 is the hardest) 
Answered: 63    Skipped: 42 



Powered by 

Q6: Please rank the following certifications according to your 
understanding of HOW EASY it is to get the certification (1 to 8 
where 1 is the easiest and 8 is the hardest) 
Answered: 63    Skipped: 42 



Powered by 

Q7: Has your business ever been required or coerced to obtain a 
certification that it did not wish to obtain? 
Answered: 64    Skipped: 41 



Powered by 

Q7: Has your business ever been required or coerced to obtain a 
certification that it did not wish to obtain? 
Answered: 64    Skipped: 41 



Powered by 

Q8: And why did that happen?  You can tick more than box. 
Answered: 22    Skipped: 83 



Powered by 

Q8: And why did that happen?  You can tick more than box. 
Answered: 22    Skipped: 83 



Powered by 

Q9: Has your business ever discontinued a certification that it 
previously used? 
Answered: 63    Skipped: 42 



Powered by 

Q9: Has your business ever discontinued a certification that it 
previously used? 
Answered: 63    Skipped: 42 



Powered by 

Q10: And why did that happen? You can tick more than answer. 
Answered: 33    Skipped: 72 



Powered by 

Q10: And why did that happen? You can tick more than answer. 
Answered: 33    Skipped: 72 



Powered by 

Q11: Has your business ever obtained a certification without 
claiming it on the product's label? 
Answered: 63    Skipped: 42 



Powered by 

Q11: Has your business ever obtained a certification without 
claiming it on the product's label? 
Answered: 63    Skipped: 42 



Powered by 

Q12: And why didn't you label the certification? You can tick more 
than answer. 
Answered: 48    Skipped: 57 



Powered by 

Q12: And why didn't you label the certification? You can tick more 
than answer. 
Answered: 48    Skipped: 57 



Powered by 

Q13: From the following list, please rank at least the top three 
issues in terms of your customer call centre contacts 
Answered: 47    Skipped: 58 



Powered by 

Q13: From the following list, please rank at least the top three 
issues in terms of your customer call centre contacts 
Answered: 47    Skipped: 58 



ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 1413

Submission Details: Department of Industry and Science





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Submission to the Senate Economics References 

Committee 
 
 
 

Inquiry into third-party certification of food 
 

 

 

 

 

  



- 2 - 

Table of Contents 
 

Terms of Reference .................................................................................................................... 3 

Executive Summary ................................................................................................................... 4 

Introduction ................................................................................................................................ 5 

Significance of Australia’s food processing industry ................................................................ 6 

Existing regulatory frameworks in the food industry ................................................................ 6 

Third-party food certification schemes in Australia .................................................................. 7 

The extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not                                   
limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and                                 
general food safety certification schemes .......................................................................................................... 7 

Current labelling requirements of food certification schemes ........................................................................... 9 

The need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees................................... 10 

Whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers                                                
to make informed purchasing decisions ........................................................................................................... 10 

Details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers,                                           
and the potential for these to impact on prices for consumers ......................................................................... 11 

The importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access                                             
and returns to producers ................................................................................................................................... 12 

The extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including,                               
but not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any related matters ....................... 13 

Attachment A: Consumer concerns in relation to halal certification ....................................... 14 

Attachment B: Current food labelling requirements and the Food Labelling Hierarchy ........ 17 

 
  



- 3 - 

Terms of Reference 

On 13 May 2015, the Senate referred the following matters to the Economics References 
Committee for inquiry and report by 30 November 2015: 

a) the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not 
limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food 
and general food safety certification schemes; 

b) current labelling requirements of food certification schemes; 

c) the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees; 

d) whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to 
make informed purchasing decisions; 

e) details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and 
the potential for these to impact on prices for consumers; 

f) the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and 
returns to producers; 

g) the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers 
including, but not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and 
any related matters. 
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Executive Summary 

Food businesses usually seek third-party certifications when certifications deliver them a 
business benefit, such as better promoting their products to particular consumer segments and 
gaining access to new export markets. Third-party certifications can cover a wide range of 
matters including: consumer values such as quality or compatibility with religious and/or 
other belief systems; nutrition; ingredients; and production processes. Certifications are 
carried out by a range of organisations whose operations depend on the nature and purpose of 
the certifications they provide.   

This submission focusses on voluntary third-party certifications used by businesses to 
promote the attributes of their food products for consumer marketing purposes, and does not 
concern country of origin labelling or cases where third-party certification might be a 
statutory requirement. 

The Department of Industry and Science (department) considers that, where possible, 
voluntary third-party certifications related to consumer values are best managed by 
businesses without government intervention. This approach recognises that the decision to 
obtain certification is largely a commercial decision where a business sees commercial 
advantage in being favourably recognised by consumers as meeting certain standards or 
employing particular practices. Where this is the case, businesses are best placed to make 
decisions to obtain certifications and to label certified products as they see commercially fit.   

The department considers that Australian Consumer Law provides adequate protections in 
relation to the labelling of consumer preferences for food products and that current food 
regulation balances the need to protect and inform consumers with the need to avoid 
unnecessary costs to businesses. A range of avenues are available to consumers to verify 
third-party certification claims without the need to mandate further information disclosure. 
However, there may be opportunities to improve consumer access to government information 
in circumstances when third-party food certification schemes utilise certification trade marks 
(CTMs) approved by IP Australia and the Australian Competition and Consumer 
Commission as meeting particular standards.  

With valuable new growth markets continuing to emerge in Asia and the Middle East, export 
growth will offer wealth creation opportunities throughout Australia’s food supply chain and 
support local jobs, particularly in regional areas.  Being able to demonstrate attributes of food 
products through certifications such as kosher, halal and organic, provides Australian 
businesses with advantages in many export markets. While the department acknowledges 
community concerns in relation to halal certification, the department considers that many of 
these concerns arise from a lack of understanding about how certification schemes operate 
and existing protections under Australian Consumer Law. 
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Introduction 

The Department of Industry and Science’s (department) vision is to enable growth and 
productivity in Australia’s globally competitive industries. The department works with key 
industry and government stakeholders to achieve this through: streamlining regulation; 
supporting businesses to increase investment and improve capability; and supporting science 
and commercialisation.  

The department is a focal point for the development and consideration of policies and 
programmes affecting Australia’s food processing industries through its responsibilities under 
the Commonwealth Administrative Arrangements Order for: 

• food processing industry policy; 

• country of origin labelling;  

• manufacturing and commerce including industry and marketing development; 

• marketing of manufactures and services; and 

• industry innovation policy and technology diffusion. 

As part of this role, the department provides policy advice to portfolio Ministers on food 
processing industry policy matters and maintains links with other Australian Government 
departments and agencies responsible for developing and implementing Government policies 
relevant to the food industry. 

The department is also responsible for delivering a range of programmes that are relevant to 
food businesses and manages the Single Business Service, which enables businesses of all 
sizes to efficiently find information, services and links to government programmes. This 
service includes insights into business improvement strategies and information on planning, 
starting and running a business, as well as referrals to assistance programmes such as the 
Entrepreneurs’ Programme and the R&D Tax Incentive.    

The department is also implementing the Government’s Industry Innovation and 
Competitiveness Agenda which is focussed on creating a strong and competitive economy to 
provide the appropriate economic incentives for businesses to grow.  The Industry Innovation 
and Competitiveness Agenda includes a range of initiatives to encourage innovation and 
entrepreneurship, including the establishment of the Food and Agribusiness Growth Centre to 
foster collaborative partnerships between industry, research and governments to develop 
practical pathways to boost productivity and reduce regulatory burden in food industries. 
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Significance of Australia’s food processing industry 

Australia’s food processing industry accounts for 1.6 per cent of Australia’s gross domestic 
product1, and makes a significant contribution to regional Australia through employment and 
supply opportunities for Australian agricultural producers.  

In 2014–15, total employment in food and beverage manufacturing was approximately 
228 700 people, representing 26.5 per cent of Australia’s total manufacturing employment.2 
Food, beverage and tobacco products manufacturing produced $25.4 billion in value added in 
2013–14 accounting for 25.5 per cent of Australia’s manufacturing value added.  

Australia exports over half the food it produces and the outlook for food export growth is 
positive due to continued consumption growth, particularly in Asia and the Middle East.  
Total exports of Australian food, beverage and tobacco products were worth over 
$25.7 billion in 2014–15, an increase of 16.9 per cent from 2013–14.3    

Existing regulatory frameworks in the food industry  

The institutional structures and administration of Australia’s food industry regulation are 
complex due to the devolved nature of many activities and the need to balance production 
and consumer marketing aspects of food with food safety and export requirements. Australian 
Government departments with direct policy and administrative responsibilities for regulating 
food include: the Department of Health (food safety and labelling); the Department of 
Agriculture (primary food production, imported foods, biosecurity and export food 
certification); and to a lesser extent, The Treasury (Australian Consumer Law).   

Australia’s food standards are developed by Food Standards Australia New Zealand 
(FSANZ) under the Commonwealth Food Standards Australia New Zealand Act 1991 
(FSANZ Act), which is administered by the Department of Health. The standards are 
incorporated into the Food Standards Code and prescribe obligations for the composition, 
production, handling and labelling of food for sale. Requirements in the Food Standards Code 
are enforceable under State and Territory laws, while the Department of Agriculture is 
responsible for food safety inspection of imported foods under the Imported Food Control 
Act 1992. The Food Standards Code does not refer to labelling of third-party certifications. 

Australian Consumer Law contained in the Competition and Consumer Act 2010 prohibits a 
person, in trade or commerce, from engaging in misleading or deceptive conduct. This 
prohibition is not limited to the supply of goods or services and creates a broad, 
economy-wide norm of conduct. In general, claims made in relation to goods such as food 
products must be clear, accurate and not misleading. 

Trade mark registration is also relevant to third-party certification schemes. In some cases, 
branding associated with third-party food certification is registered with IP Australia, the 
Commonwealth regulator responsible for the Australian trade marks, patents, designs and 
plant breeder’s rights systems. IP Australia and the Australian Competition and Consumer 
Commission are responsible for registration of certification trademarks, a number of which 
relate to third-party food accreditation schemes. 

                                                 
1  ABS, Australian National Accounts: National Income, Expenditure and Product, Cat. No. 5206.0  
2  ABS Labour Force, Australia, detailed quarterly, Cat. No. 6291.0.55.003 
3  ABS International Trade in Goods and Services, Cat. No. 5368.0   
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Third-party food certification schemes in Australia 
 
The extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not 
limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and 
general food safety certification schemes 
 
The food industry is a multi-billion dollar global industry offering increasing quantity, 
diversity, and complexity of food products to consumers worldwide.  This allows consumers 
to make purchasing decisions based on a range of values, but also requires more complex and 
integrated systems to ensure that food safety standards are monitored and met and that 
consumer values can be communicated in an increasingly competitive market. 

In order to meet consumer demand and build market share, particularly in export markets, 
food businesses seek third-party certifications for a range of matters relevant to their 
products. Product attributes where third-party certifications are commonly applied include: 

• consumer values such as quality, provenance, sustainability, animal welfare, 
production methods and compatibility with religious and/or other belief systems; 

• nutrition and ingredient information; 

• technical aspects of production; 

• food safety and quality assurances; and 

• implementation of private standards required by food retailers. 

Some third-party certifications are used to meet statutory requirements in areas such as food 
safety and animal welfare requirements, while others are voluntary certifications used by 
food businesses to promote distinguishing attributes of their products to consumers. Third 
party certifications generally fall into this latter category. 

Third-party certifications are provided by a range of organisations whose operations depend 
on the nature and purpose of the certifications they provide. Certifications generally provide 
third-party verification of particular attributes of food products and/or production processes 
in the interest of readily communicating a more compelling value proposition to customers. 

The following provides illustrative examples of some, not all, certifications available in the 
food industry. Third-party certification schemes often develop in response to consumer 
values, so new certifications are likely to emerge and existing certifications are likely to 
evolve as consumer values change over time. 

Food Ingredients and Health Claims 

Voluntary third-party certifications schemes in relation to food ingredients and health claims 
provide opportunities for food businesses to differentiate their products based on ingredient 
content and nutritional claims.  

Some third-party certification schemes enable food businesses to use a logo (such as a 
certification trade mark) on the packaging of products that meet the requirements of the 
scheme. By requiring food businesses to comply with rules for use of the relevant trade mark 
or logo, such endorsements provide customers with greater certainty about the quality and 
nature of foods available for purchase.  



- 8 - 

Certification trade marks can be registered under the Trade Marks Act 1995 which is 
administered by IP Australia. The Australian Competition and Consumer Commission must 
be satisfied that certain criteria including competition and consumer protection concerns are 
met before a certification trade mark can be registered.  There are currently 135 registered 
certification trade marks for food, beverage or agricultural goods.4 

The Heart Foundation Tick is a certification trade mark registered as part of a self-funded 
health programme to promote healthier food choices through use of the Tick logo on foods 
that meet the programme’s nutritional criteria.5  The programme helps businesses promote 
products that are lower in certain nutrients (eg. saturated fat, sodium) and/or higher in others 
(eg. fibre, wholegrains) compared with other foods in the same food category. Products using 
the Heart Foundation Tick need to be tested by a National Association of Testing Authorities, 
Australia (NATA) accredited laboratory. Packaging and promotional materials must be 
approved prior to use and products are subject to random audits. More than 2 000 food 
products carried the Tick across 80 food categories in 2014. These foods are listed on the 
Heart Foundation’s website.6 

The logo used by the Coeliac Endorsement Programme is a trade mark owned and 
administered by Coeliac Australia under a licence agreement. All products using the logo 
must be third party tested and re-tested annually by a NATA accredited laboratory or if 
manufactured overseas, by a member of the International Laboratory Accreditation 
Cooperation. Businesses pay an annual fee for the right to use the logo on their food 
packaging and promotion in addition to paying for the testing.7   

Australia’s gluten free market was worth approximately US$90 million in 2013 and is 
expected to increase. 8  While existing food labelling requirements for ingredients provide 
information to enable experienced shoppers to identify foods that are gluten free, the logo 
provides a value added reference point and endorsed products are listed on the Coeliac 
Australia website.  

Production methods 

Primary production and food processing methods have both environmental and animal 
welfare implications and may affect the composition of food products sold to markets 
through the choice of inputs and practices in the food production process.  While Australian 
food businesses are legally required to abide by animal welfare, environmental and 
production standards, some consumers may still seek additional requirements in relation to 
these attributes that may be validated or endorsed through third-party certification.  Key 
examples include certification of agricultural practices as organic, animal slaughter practices 
and accreditation of products as free range. 

Organic foods are produced in the absence of synthetic chemicals (such as pesticides or 
artificial fertilisers), have not been exposed to irradiation and do not contain genetically 
modified components. While organic produce has traditionally occupied a niche market, 
Australia’s organic industry has experienced strong growth in recent years. Industry estimates 

                                                 
4     In addition to foods, these registered marks can include seeds, live animals, plants and flowers. 
5  www.heartfoundation.org.au/information-for-professionals/heart-foundation-tick/Pages/default.aspx 
6      www.heartfoundation.org.au/SiteCollectionDocuments/Tick_Shopping_List.pdf 
7  www.coeliac.org.au/uploads/65701/ufiles/Endorsement/EndorsementInfoPack.pdf 
8  www.just-food.com/management-briefing/germany-canada-australia-among-other-growth-markets_id123020.aspx 
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indicate Australia’s production of organic food was worth $1.41 billion in 2014 with exports 
of these products valued at over $228 million.9   

Organic operators wishing to produce, process and/or handle organic produce for export (as 
well as products described as biodynamic, biological, ecological or a similar term) must meet 
the requirements of the Export Control (Organic Produce Certification) Orders and the 2009 
National Standard for Organic and Bio-Dynamic Produce (AS6000), and importing country 
requirements.   

Under the National Standard, producers need to be certified by an approved organic 
certifying organisation. The Department of Agriculture plays a regulatory role in approving 
and auditing organisations that issue organic export certificates.  There are currently six 
approved certifying organisations listed on the Department of Agriculture website.  The 
National Standard also applies to domestic and imported foods but is not compulsory and 
certification is therefore voluntary. 

Religious certification 

The main types of religious certification carried out in Australia are kosher for the Jewish 
market, and halal for the Muslim market. Both certifications have specific requirements in 
relation to how meat is slaughtered, the ingredients that can be used and requirements to 
prevent cross-contamination of products. While there is no requirement for halal or kosher 
products sold in Australia to be certified to a particular standard, producers may seek 
voluntary certification in order to promote their products to these consumer groups.   

Kosher certification is useful for food businesses seeking to export to Israel and the United 
States, while the domestic market for kosher products (including some food purchasers who 
are not Jewish) may exceed 1.1 million people.10    

Halal certification is required by a number of Australia’s export markets. To meet importing 
country requirements, exports of red meat and red meat products to many markets need to be 
jointly certified by the Department of Agriculture and an Islamic organisation that has an 
Approved Arrangement with the Department of Agriculture. There are currently 22 Islamic 
Organisations listed on the Department of Agriculture’s website as having an Approved 
Arrangement. Further information in relation to exports of halal products is provided later in 
this submission.   

The department is aware of some consumer concerns in relation to halal certification of food. 
Attachment A clarifies some of the common misperceptions about halal certification. 

Current labelling requirements of food certification schemes 

Generally, third-party certification is a commercial opportunity that individual businesses 
undertake voluntarily to promote attributes of their products to consumers. Within the Food 
Labelling Hierarchy11 (see Attachment B), third-party certification schemes often concern 
consumer values issues (reflecting consumer perceptions and ethical views) where labelling 
decisions are initiated by industry in response to consumer demand and labelling is usually 
not compulsory. Where third-party certification schemes concern consumer values, the 

                                                 
9  Calculated from figures in Australian Organic Report 2014 http://austorganic.com/wp-

content/uploads/2015/05/AO_Report_2014_web.pdf 
10  www.kosher.org.au/content/australian-kosher-market 
11  The Food Labelling Hierarchy is a framework that provides a principles-based approach for decisions on government intervention in 

food labelling based on risk. 
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department supports the voluntary labelling approach of the Food Labelling Hierarchy as it 
provides businesses with flexibility to respond quickly to the changing values of consumers 
and there are often strong market incentives for businesses paying for certifications to label 
their products accordingly.  

While third-party certifications may provide greater credence and added visual appeal on 
packaging, food businesses are still free to market their products as having a certifiable 
attribute without actually contracting and paying a certifier to gain a certification. Such 
representations are subject to the Australian Consumer Law contained in the Competition and 
Consumer Act 2010 which prohibits false or misleading representations. The Australian 
Consumer Law is enforced by the Australian Competition and Consumer Commission, and 
State and Territory offices of fair trading. A range of penalties apply for breaches of the 
Australian Consumer Law. 

The need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees 

The department considers it important that businesses have flexibility to efficiently manage 
their production costs, which includes obtaining third-party certifications and labelling 
certified products as they see commercially fit. Given the range of third-party certification 
schemes available in the food industry, it is not practical to promote and label all product 
certifications in all situations, and any such requirement would unnecessarily increase 
business compliance costs and increase the cost of food to consumers. Increased regulation of 
third-party certifications in food labelling could also pose a disincentive to businesses seeking 
certifications that support innovation in their operations and/or access to new export markets.   

The department notes concerns expressed by some consumers about the labelling of products 
that are halal certified. As discussed below, there are considerable opportunities for 
Australian producers to export halal products and the department considers it is important to 
ensure that export growth is not hampered by unnecessary regulation. Attachment A clarifies 
some key misperceptions that have been raised in relation to halal certification. 

The department is aware of businesses that have obtained halal certification predominantly to 
fulfil the obligations of a specific contract or to market to a particular export destination. In 
these circumstances, the relevant businesses have made voluntary commercial decisions to 
have their products certified but may not need to label their products for the purpose of the 
relevant contract nor be able to restructure their activities to promote the certification to their 
wider markets. Further operational complications may arise when not all the products from a 
particular operation need to be halal (eg a product destined for the general market could be 
processed in accordance with halal criteria but may later be stored with non-halal product 
thereby invalidating its halal status).    

As previously indicated, there are often strong market incentives for businesses paying for 
certifications to label their products accordingly, and a range of options are available to 
consumers to investigate the certification status of foods they purchase.  

Whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to 
make informed purchasing decisions 

Consumer values can have endless possibilities and a wide range of processes and product 
attributes are potentially subjectable to third-party certification. The department cannot 
comment on the adequacy of information available to consumers in all cases, but notes that 
third-party certification schemes generally have an incentive to provide consumers with 
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enough information on product attributes in order to inform purchasing decisions, since the 
business models of many schemes generally depend on raising consumer awareness and 
demonstrating commercial value in food businesses associating with schemes. 

Mobile applications, websites, social media, point-of-sale materials and other forms of 
communication are used to provide consumer access to information about in third-party 
certification schemes and product attributes. In some cases the information provided by these 
sources is not based on formal certifications but comes from private research undertaken by 
consumer groups. Consumers are also able to contact food businesses and third-party 
certification organisations directly to seek further clarification about products and 
certifications. The Food Standards Code requires the name and address of the supplier of the 
food to be listed on the label. 

The department considers there are sufficient avenues for consumers to verify third-party 
certifications that are of particular concern to them without the need to mandate further 
information disclosure on food businesses. Consumer protections under the Australian 
Consumer Law also provide safeguards to consumers.    

In circumstances when a third-party food certification scheme utilises a certification trade 
mark (CTM), which has been approved by IP Australia and the Australian Competition and 
Consumer Commission as meeting particular standards, there may be opportunities to 
improve consumer access to the rules for use of the CTM such as more convenient 
information disclosure through an appropriate medium where consumers often seek such 
information.12 

Details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and 
the potential for these to impact on prices for consumers 

Third-party certifications are generally a commercial decision for businesses who normally 
balance the costs of obtaining a particular certification against the expected financial returns 
from doing so. As the fees paid are commercial matters between food businesses and 
certifying organisations, the department does not have information on the fees that are paid 
although the websites of some certification organisations do disclose their fees.   

Australia’s food and grocery retailing sector is very competitive and cost-conscious. Market 
incentives are such that businesses are unlikely to unreasonably increase the price of their 
products through third-party certification schemes, unless there is likely to be a tangible 
benefit.  

While there has been some consumer concern about the cost of halal certification on food, the 
Australian Food and Grocery Council13 indicates on its website that “the costs of [halal] 
certification for major food and beverage manufacturers are negligible in terms of the total 
manufacturing cost base and highly unlikely to influence wholesale pricing. Companies that 
pursue Halal certification generally do so in order to increase sales opportunities to a 
broader range of consumers”.14 

                                                 
12     Rules for certification trade marks can be found on the IP Australia website http://www.ipaustralia.gov.au/get-the-right-ip/trade-

marks/types-of-trade-marks/certification-trade-mark/certification-rules/.  This also provides the CTM number which enables 
information on the trade mark to be be found via IP Australia’s searchable database ATMOSS.  There may be opportunities to make this 
information more accessible. 

13  The Australian Food and Grocery Council is a member-based industry association which represents food and grocery manufacturing 
businesses in Australia 

14  http://www.afgc.org.au/about-afgc/our-policies/halal-certification/ 

http://www.ipaustralia.gov.au/get-the-right-ip/trade-marks/types-of-trade-marks/certification-trade-mark/certification-rules/
http://www.ipaustralia.gov.au/get-the-right-ip/trade-marks/types-of-trade-marks/certification-trade-mark/certification-rules/
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While the ability to access certification often depends on the nature of the certification being 
sought, the department notes that there is some choice and competition amongst the providers 
of some third-party certifications. For example, the Department of Agriculture website 
indicates that 22 Islamic Organisations currently have an Approved Arrangement to certify 
red meat and red meat products as halal for export. Similarly, the Department of Agriculture 
website lists six organisations that issue organic export certificates.   

The department considers it appropriate that fees paid for third-party certifications are 
determined by market forces and that governments continue to support an environment that 
enables competition between different providers.   

The importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and 
returns to producers 

As mentioned previously, third-party food certifications play an important role in assisting 
businesses to access key export markets, particularly in relation to products that are halal.  

Halal production is a requirement of a number of Australia’s export markets including 
Bahrain, Brunei, Egypt, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Malaysia, Oman, Qatar, Saudi 
Arabia and the United Arab Emirates. In 2013–14, the total value of Australia’s halal 
certified exports of red meat and red meat products to these countries was more than 
$1.4 billion. 15 Australia also exports halal meat products to a number of other countries 
including China, the United States, Singapore, Thailand and Japan. The trend for Australian 
meat processors to slaughter animals in accordance with halal requirements has increased 
opportunities to export our meat products to countries that are predominantly Muslim.16 

Opportunities for Australian exports of halal food and beverages are significant with many of 
Australia’s key trading partners having significant and growing Muslim populations. 
According to the Dubai Chamber of Commerce and Industry, the global market for halal food 
was worth US$1.1 trillion in 2013 and is estimated to increase to US$1.6 trillion by 2018.17 

Kosher certification is useful for exporting to Israel and the United States and businesses may 
choose to gain certification to secure one-off export contracts and/or expand their markets.   

There are also opportunities for exports of organic foods. Industry estimates suggest 
Australia’s organic food exports were valued at over $228 million in 2014.18  The main 
exported organic products were meat, processed foods, dairy, wine and beverages, and fruit 
and vegetables, and major export destinations included North America, Europe, 
Singapore/Malaysia, Hong Kong and Japan.19   

                                                 
15  Department of Agriculture 
16  IBIS World, Meat Processing report, Products and Markets 

http://clients1.ibisworld.com.au/reports/au/industry/productsandmarkets.aspx?indid=90 
17  Dubai Chamber report, 2014 http://www.dubaichamber.com/en/news/dubai-chamber-report-shows-increasing-preference-for-halal-

food-as-global-market-grows-to-us1-1-trillion-in-2013  
18  Calculated from figures provided in Australian Organic Report 2014    

http://austorganic.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/AO_Report_2014_web.pdf 
19  http://austorganic.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/AO_Report_2014_web.pdf 

http://clients1.ibisworld.com.au/reports/au/industry/productsandmarkets.aspx?indid=90
http://www.dubaichamber.com/en/news/dubai-chamber-report-shows-increasing-preference-for-halal-food-as-global-market-grows-to-us1-1-trillion-in-2013
http://www.dubaichamber.com/en/news/dubai-chamber-report-shows-increasing-preference-for-halal-food-as-global-market-grows-to-us1-1-trillion-in-2013
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The extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers 
including, but not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any 
related matters 

Third-party food certification may be something that food businesses see as commercial-in-
confidence to their operations and market positioning strategies. Similarly, some third-party 
certification schemes may be competitive business pursuits themselves, requiring some 
commercial confidentiality.     

Third-party food certification entities do operate within the usual business registration and 
disclosure framework that applies across Australia. If a certification entity is a public 
company or a large proprietary company, it must provide the Australian Securities and 
Investment Commission (ASIC) with an annual financial report within four months of the 
end of the financial year. Small proprietary companies are required to provide an annual 
financial report and directors’ report if specifically requested to do so by certain shareholders 
or ASIC. 

Third-party certification entities that are registered as charities or not-for-profit organisations 
with the Australian Charities and Not-for-Profits Commission must submit an Annual 
Information Statement, and those with annual revenue in excess of $250,000 must submit a 
financial report. 

If a business has submitted an Annual Information Statement, financial report or directors’ 
report, the report may be found on either the Australian Charities and Not-for-Profits 
Commission’s website or through the ASIC website, or the business can be approached direct 
for a copy of its annual report. 
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Attachment A: Consumer concerns in relation to halal certification 

The department is aware of consumer campaigns about halal certification of Australian food 
products. Given the potential for misinformation from these campaigns to disadvantage 
Australian industry, the department takes this opportunity to clarify key claims about halal 
certification and emphasise the importance of fostering a globally competitive food industry 
in Australia with flexibility to manage halal certifications based on commercial motivations. 

Australian food businesses are trade exposed, competing against import alternatives in the 
domestic market as well as challenging for market share in international markets. With 
valuable new growth markets continuing to emerge in Asia and the Middle East, the 
department considers it important that policy encourages Australian food businesses to think 
globally and overcome the challenges of exporting to unfamiliar markets.  For Australian 
food businesses, new export growth contributes to wealth creation throughout Australia’s 
food supply chain and also supports local jobs, particularly in regional areas. 

One way through which Australian food businesses compete globally is by obtaining third 
party certifications that enable them to promote the attributes of their food products to 
targeted consumer segments. In export markets such as, but not limited to, Malaysia, 
Indonesia and the Gulf Cooperation Council, halal certification is highly valued by 
consumers. To promote the attributes of their products whilst also managing production costs 
efficiently and flexibly, Australian businesses often produce food products with a range of 
voluntary certifications, including halal, so that their full production runs can be sold into 
both domestic and international markets. 

The department considers that individual businesses are best placed to make consumer 
marketing decisions concerning halal certification for their food products. Similarly, the 
department considers that individual businesses are best placed to determine whether any 
production, certification and labelling costs associated with halal certification deliver 
commercial advantage. 

Halal certification is unlikely to add significant costs to Australian food products. 

• In a market economy like Australia, businesses balance the costs of obtaining halal 
certification against the expected financial returns from doing so.   

• The department is not privy to the commercial costs of halal certification.  However it 
considers that domestic and international food markets are competitive and 
price-conscious, and that market incentives are such that Australian businesses are 
very unlikely to noticeably increase the costs of their products through halal 
certification. Similarly, businesses are unlikely to obtain voluntary halal certification 
if they perceive it would do their business financial harm. 

• The Australian Food and Grocery Council notes on its website that “the costs of 
[halal] certification for major food and beverage manufacturers are negligible in 
terms of the total manufacturing cost base and highly unlikely to influence wholesale 
pricing …[and that]… companies that pursue halal certification generally do so in 
order to increase sales opportunities to a broader range of consumers”. 
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Halal certification entities and food businesses are required to comply with Australian 
Consumer Law. 

• All Australian businesses come under the Australian Consumer Law which prohibits 
misleading or deceptive conduct and false or misleading representations in trade and 
commerce, including in relation to claims that food products meet certain consumer 
values such as halal 

Halal certification entities and food businesses are required to comply with Australia’s 
business licencing, registration and disclosure frameworks.  

• There are a range of government registration and licencing requirements for 
businesses operating in Australia.  Most businesses in Australia need to register their 
business with the Australian Government.  Businesses operating as sole traders, 
partnerships or trusts generally need to register their business name with the 
Australian Securities and Investment Commission (ASIC).  Businesses operating as 
companies also need to register as companies with ASIC.  

• Small proprietary companies are only required to provide an annual financial report 
and directors’ report if specifically requested to do so by certain shareholders or by 
ASIC.  Public companies and large proprietary companies must provide ASIC with an 
annual financial report within four months of the end of the financial year.  

• Charities and not-for-profit organisations registered with the Australian Charities and 
Not-for-Profits Commission must submit an Annual Information Statement, and those 
with annual revenue in excess of $250,000 must submit a financial report. 

Halal certification is not a tax. 

• Obtaining halal certification is a voluntary third-party certification that businesses 
undertake at their choosing usually to promote the attributes of their food products 
and to access new growth opportunities in export markets. 

Halal certification can help Australian businesses access new growth opportunities. 

• Australia is considered a mature food market with consumption increasing modestly 
in line with population growth.  In contrast, much of Asia and the Middle East have 
rapidly expanding middle class consumer segments which are increasingly demanding 
Australia’s high quality food.  

• World markets for halal products represent a wealth creation opportunity for 
Australian businesses.  The Dubai Chamber of Commerce and Industry forecasts the 
global halal food industry will be worth US$1.6 trillion by 2018. 

• Australian food businesses generally seek halal certification to expand their sales into 
new export markets, which has flow on benefits of increasing local production and 
Australian jobs. 
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All Australian businesses are legally obliged to meet the minimum requirements for the 
handling and slaughter of animals, regardless of whether or not they are halal certified. 

• Animal welfare is important to Australian livestock producers and food 
manufacturing businesses.  The methods used in Australian abattoirs for the 
production of halal meat are in accordance with Australian and international animal 
welfare standards.  

• All animals slaughtered for human consumption in Australia, including those 
slaughtered as halal, must be produced in accordance with the Australian Standard for 
the Hygienic Production and Transportation of Meat and Meat Products for Human 
Consumption.  This Standard stipulates requirements for animal welfare including a 
required outcome of ‘the minimisation of the risk of injury, pain and suffering and the 
least practical disturbance to animals’.   

Food business may still see commercial value in promoting their products with halal 
certification even if their ingredients are inherently halal. 

• While the contents of many food products may be inherently halal, business may still 
see commercial value in seeking halal certification for the purposes of communicating 
to consumers that their processing machinery, storage and utensils are also used and 
cleaned consistent with halal requirements. 

• For some processed foods, which are made from multiple ingredients (some not 
obvious) along with additives and emulsifiers, consumers may be unable to fully 
determine if the final product is halal. In such circumstances, businesses may see 
commercial value in seeking halal certification so as to more clearly convey the halal 
attributes of their products to consumers. 
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Attachment B: Current food labelling requirements and                                 
the Food Labelling Hierarchy 

Current food labelling requirements are set out in the Australia New Zealand Food Standards 
Code which covers standards that are relevant to all foods (Chapter 1 of the Code) and 
specific requirements applying to certain food products including cereals, meat, eggs, fish, 
fruit, vegetables, edible oils, dairy products, beverages, sugars and honey (Chapter 2). These 
Chapters also cover matters such as substances added to food, contaminants and residues, 
foods requiring pre-market clearances (eg food produced using genetic technologies) and 
compositional requirements.   

The Australia and New Zealand Ministerial Forum on Food Regulation has agreed to a 
labelling hierarchy framework that provides a principles-based approach for decisions on 
government intervention based on risk. The Food Labelling Hierarchy (Figure 1 below) has 
three tiers which cover in descending order of importance: 
 

• Food Safety (direct, acute and immediate threats to health) 
– labelling in relation to food safety is primarily initiated by government and is 

referenced in the Food Standards Code; 
 

• Preventative Health (indirect, long-term impacts on health including chronic disease)  
– labelling in relation to preventative health may be initiated by government, or in 

tandem with stakeholders, including industry; and 
 

• Consumer Values Issues (reflecting consumer perceptions and ethical views) 
– labelling of consumer values is generally initiated by industry in response to 

consumer demand and is usually not compulsory.  
 
Figure 1: Food Labelling Hierarchy20 

 
                                                 
20  http://www.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/foodsecretariat-stategic-statement 

http://www.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/foodsecretariat-stategic-statement
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In practice, the Food Standards Code has mandatory food labelling requirements for purposes 
such as nutrition and food safety but does not include requirements in relation to consumer 
values.  
 
The department notes that the hierarchy was agreed to by Australian, State and Territory 
Ministers in response to a review of food labelling law and policy undertaken in 2011.21       
In considering labelling requirements, Ministers agreed that a market-driven, self-regulatory 
approach to consumer value concerns, such as halal labelling, is likely to be more responsive 
to consumer needs than a regulatory response. 

 

                                                 
21  N Blewett, N Goddard, S Pettigrew, C Reynolds, H Yeatman “Labelling Logic: Review of food Labelling Law and Policy”, 

Commonwealth of Australia, Canberra, 2011. 
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From:  
Sent: Friday, 31 July 2015 11:01 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Food labelling
 
My concerns re the current labelling do not provide enough information for . Australian consumers to make
 informed
purchasing decisions re food products
 
Importantly, Consumers need labelling/information on products produced by companies that
 pay certification fees.
 
The extent and adequacy of information available to the public re, certifiers including, but not
limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any related matter is important information
 that the general public need access to.
 
Regards
 
Concerned consumer
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From: Dave Black  
Sent: Friday, 31 July 2015 11:34 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Submission regarding Halal and other certifications
 
 
Purpose.
The purpose of this submission is to seek the Senate Committee's support for the
 investigation into food certification practices in Australia.
This submission also seeks to have the Committee advocate changes to legislation to
 transparently and clearly reflect and control costs associated with food certification  
 
Background and Current Status.
 
The Australian Constitution quite clearly defines Australia as a Secular Nation where any
 theological or religious persuasion can be followed without  penalty or persecution.
Conversely no religious or theological persuasion is permitted to impose its particular
 beliefs and practices on any other religious persuasion or on the wider population of
 Australia 
Notwithstanding this, the majority of Australians are of Christian persuasion, and whilst
 their beliefs are not imposed on the population, most of Australian custom and law is
 drawn from its Judeo - Christian heritage.
It has now become increasingly evident that the many and various religious denominations
 are being subjected to a religious tax, in many cases contrary to their beliefs and contrary
 to the Australian Constitution.
 
With regard to taxes, the Australian Government in cooperation with the States has
 previously introduced a Goods and Services Tax (GST), but this tax specifically excludes
 foodstuffs.
The imposition of an unquantified tax by Islamic or other proponents is considered to be in
 contravention of the constitution.   
In this context, It has become increasingly evident that anomalies and inconsistencies exist
 within Australia for the so called Halal, Kosher or other Certification of foodstuffs and
 other products.
This submission addresses the Halal Certification aspect of that issue and its impact on
 Australians, both domestically and internationally.
 
Halal by definition is the Islamic determination of what muslims are permitted to eat and
 covers almost all foods, with few  specific exceptions, like pork products and carrion. 
Halal certification and its associated cost is now being imposed on a significant number of
 foods (and other goods) by various entrepreneurs in the context of complying with Islamic
 Q'uranic and Sharia requirements.
This is said to be in direct contravention of the Islamic teachings (Q'uran and Hadith)
 which specifically excludes this form of taxation.
More importantly it contravenes the Australian Constitution which prohibits the imposition
 of any sectarian demands on other faiths.
 



What is not clear, and in many cases deliberately covert, is the extent and degree of this tax
 and to which of many purposes it is being imposed on non muslims.  
Many people of different faiths find it reprehensible that they are forced to pay any such
 tax to a faith which they don't support or to which they are theologically opposed.
Another facet of this Halal requirement is the religious ritual requirements to slaughter
 animals in what is considered by many to be inhumane and barbaric.
Many Australians find these barbaric practices offensive in the extreme and given the
 choice avoid the consumption of meat so butchered.
 
From a different perspective, in Australia there already exists a federally legislated
 agency for the inspection and health and safety control of all foodstuffs.
The Food Standards Australia New Zealand Act 1991 (FSANZ) is part of the
 Australian Government's Health and Ageing portfolio
FSANZ is an independent statutory agency responsible for ensuring food safety in
 Australia and as such provides an overarching authority with regard to foodstuffs.
  
Many of the "Halal Certification" agencies that have emerged do not operate under
 the auspices of FSANZ and seek to impose their own requirements over and
 above that of the Federal agency.
 
There is now ample evidence of a concerted and in some cases aggressive thrust by
 entrepreneurs to encourage, coerce or cajole Australian companies to comply with "Halal
 certification" and pay a fee to them for the use of any Halal symbol.
The primary sales argument has been that export potential will be enhanced with Halal
 certification, whilst conversely it is argued that lack of certification will preclude these
 companies from export markets.   
Numerous companies including many that only supply the domestic market have now been
 coerced to entering Halal Certification agreements and contracts, persuaded that they must
 pay a fee to muslim organisations for permission to use various "Halal Certification"
 symbols.
The extent of this certification is hard to gauge, but has been applied to many products
 which by definition are already clearly "Halal".  Milk and butter and yoghurt for instance
 are already Halal as such and surely should not have incurred the certification costs..  
What is even more perplexing is that many non edible goods such baby shampoo, cotton
 buds and even cat food are now being included in certification for which undisclosed fees
 are being charged.
 
As increasingly, the Australian population (of numerous non islamic persuasions) has
 become  aware of this religious requirement and associated costs, many of them have
 sought to clarify with respective companies, which of them already comply with Halal
 certification.
Understandably, many consumers have elected to avoid those companies products which
 incur what they consider to be a religious tax supporting and expanding a faith contrary
 and in many cases in conflict with their own beliefs.
The result has been that the Halal symbol previously displayed on many certified goods
 has now been removed in an effort to hide the certification compliance and avoid market
 losses by disenfranchised consumers.
 
What is reprehensible is that not only are Australians being subjected to what is
 predominantly a food tax, but confidentiality agreements signed by the suppliers has
 hidden the extent of the tax to which they are exposed.
When it is considered that only two percent of the population follow the muslim faith, it is
 unacceptable that the ninety eight percent of the population should be subjected to the



 unquantified tax on their foodstuffs.
The Government in introducing its GST indirect tax specifically excluded foodstuff.  It is
 unacceptable that the vast majority of Australians are now being subjected to a food tax
 which is being levied by Muslims for undisclosed purposes.
 
The domestic food consumption should not be confused with companies aspirations to
 export their products to many other countries, including Islamic countries where Halal
 certification may be mandatory.
Beef and lamb products are good examples of products which need Halal certification to
 qualify for export to countries such as Indonesia and the Middle East, notwithstanding the
 significant live export which in part addresses that issue.
Those countries that require strict Halal certification already have their own certifying
 organisations, to which our exports must comply.  An Australian equivalent organisation
 would greatly assist in this regard and would obviate much of the confusion.
 
Conclusions 
 
In conclusion it can be seen that in contravention to The Australian Constitution, Halal
 certification together with its undisclosed tax is being imposed on Australians, in many
 cases against their will and theological persuasion.
This is not only contrary to the wishes of those of a different persuasion but the proceeds
 are being used for undisclosed purposes which concealed by confidentiality agreements.
What also appears to be occurring is the adverse impact on many small businesses who are
 losing their market share because of the reluctance by an increasing number of consumers
 to pay a religious tax levied on their products.
To compound the problem, many companies are concealing "Halal certification" to avoid
 loss of sales, and this prevents consumers from making an informed choice on purchases.
   
 
 
 Recommendations
 
It is the recommendation of this submission that the Senate committee advocate to the
 Parliament the following.
 
1/         That the existing legislation be extended to make  FSANZ the sole agent
 responsible for determining what foodstuffs carry the "Halal Certification" label.
            All other agents and individuals will be required after an appropriate period to
 rescind any activity associated with such certification.
 
2/         All revenue collected from producers for "Halal Certification" be directed to
 consolidated revenue and used to cover inspection and certification costs.
 
3/         Any foodstuff or other product that is certified "Halal" by FSANZ be clearly
 labeled as such, in order to give all Australians to option to choose what "Halal certified"
 goods if any are purchased.
 
4/         Companies seeking to export products be required to apply to the FSANZ Agency
 for a licence to export foodstuffs carrying the Australian Halal Certification symbol 
            Only foodstuffs produced for the export market be eligible for "Halal certification"
 unless special application is made and approved by the FSANZ Agency.
 
5/         No slaughter of animals be permitted unless strictly humane processes are followed
 and the animals are effectively stunned prior to slaughter.
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31st July, 2015 
 
Senate Standing Committees on Economics 
PO Box 6100 
Parliament House 
CANBERRA  VIC  2600 
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
 
I wish to express my opinion on third party certification. 
 
Terms of Reference of Inquiry 
 
The extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including , 
but no limited to scheme related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-
modified food and general food safety. 
 
In relation to the extent of food certification scheme my particular concern is in 
relation to the religious certification and more specifically Halal Certification due to 
the increasing and widespread Halal Certified foods.  Food is a right for all and not 
for one religion to claim and its own and make people pay for their certifications. 
While I acknowledge the right of Muslims to have access to foods permissible their 
religion, I am finding it increasingly being applied to foods that are not required to be 
certified and is permissible simply by the natural ingredients of the food.  In this 
regard I believe that most natural foods are halal by their very nature eg. water, milk, 
nut, vegetables, sugar, flour and basically any food that does not contain pork, pork by 
products or alcohol.  It is therefore, I believe, unreasonable for naturally halal food to 
have to be certified.   
 
Current labelling requirements of food certification schemes. 
 
Under the current labelling laws in Australia I find the religious labelling to be not 
transparent, deceptive, misleading and downright dishonest due to the fact that 
religious certifications are more likely than not, not labelled.  Most halal certified 
food are not labelled and is hard to either find or avoid in the supermarkets, which 
comes to my next point.  If it is not labelled as halal certified, how do the people 
requiring the halal or “permissible” foods know what is permissible to consume, and 
if such people know what is and/or isn’t permissible without the halal certification, 
why have we got halal certification?  And what did they eat before the halal 
certification came into effect? 
 
The need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification 
fees. 
 
The companies that are paying certification fees they should have it clearly marked on 
their labels as to WHAT CERTFICATIONS THEY ARE PAYING FOR.   As a 
consumer I want to know what certifications I am paying for and in relation to any 
religious certification, I can avoid products such as Halal or Kosher, as I have no need 



of the certification and increased cost of such certification.  In relation to meat 
slaughtered in the name of Allah, it is against my religion to consume Halal 
Slaughtered meat.  
 
Whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian 
Consumers to make informed purchasing decision 
 
Currently there is a lack of Australian uniformed labelling laws and I am therefore 
unable to make an informed decision on the purchase.  Some manufacturers are not 
labelling country of origin properly and some manufacturers are omitting third party 
certifications completely.  We need full disclosure of origin, and if there are any third 
party certifications and we need these clearly labelled on the outside of the packing, 
so consumers can make informed decision. 
 
Details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers 
and the potential for these to impact on prices for consumers. 
 
All costs involved in producing and or manufacturing any good or service are passed 
on to the consumer.  This is normal business practice.  All sales of a good or service, 
has to be larger than the expenses of producing that good or service, including 
employment expenses, manufacturing plant and equipment, rent, electricity, etc. are 
passed onto the consumer in sales of that good or service.  Sales have to be larger than 
the expenses in order to make a profit.  As expenses go up so does the cost of 
producing the end product.  Any third party certification fees paid by any producer or 
manufacturer has to be passed on to the consumer, it cannot possibly be absorbed, as 
claimed by Cadbury.     
 
The importance of food certifications schemes in relation to the export market 
access and returns to producers. 
 
In relation to export markets, from my research 95% of chickens slaughtered in 
Australia are for domestic consumption.  The other 5% is exported to mostly non 
Islamic markets. 
 
Less than 10% of Australian beef export is to Islamic markets. 
 
Approximately 37% of Lamb is exported to Islamic markets 
 
Less than 3% of goat is exported to Islamic markets. 
 
Approximately 80% of Australian abattoirs now ritually slaughter our animals in 
accordance with Sharia Law.  While I am a realist and accept that we will slaughter 
animals for human consumption, I strongly believe that it should be done with 
compassion and as humanely as possible with a full the animal fully stunned.  No 
reversible stuns or no stunning at all is not acceptable.  There is no reason for our 
animals to suffer in a ritual slaughter when the majority of our meat and chickens are 
for the domestic market and/or exported to mainly non Islamic nations.  In conclusion 
this barbaric slaughtering of our animals should cease immediately.  Compassion and 
humanity should transcend all religions. 
 



The extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers 
including, but not limited to certification processes, fees and financial records 
and any related matters. 
 
Organic food in supermarkets usually has its own isle and therefore we can choose to 
buy and pay the extra costs or not.  In relation to halal certified products, they are not 
labelled clearly and we therefore cannot make a choice whether to purchase or not. 
 
As approximately 2% of the Australian population requires halal certified foods, the 
other 98% of consumers who do not required halal certification and should not have 
the costs passed onto them by stealth.   
 
Yours faithfully 
Sandy Larkin 
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SUBMISSION 
 
 
Senate Standing Committees on Economics 
Parliament House  
Canberra 
 
Mr Christer Bergman 

 
 
 

 
E:  
M:  
 
Sydney 29/07/2015 
 
RE: SENATE INQUIRY INTO FOOD CERTIFICATION SCHEMES 
 
Dear Senators, 
 
Australia is a country where we are supposedly guaranteed religious freedom. Yet all Australians are in reality forced to support Islam 
since it is virtually impossible to purchase basic everyday food items which have not been Halal Certified. It is a fact that almost all 
dairy products (milk, cheese, butter, bread), chicken, lamb and many other everyday item are Halal Certified.  
 
I find this truly offensive since I am not a muslim. It is discrimation against the 95+% of Australians who are not muslims. I live in a 
part of Sydney where there is a significant Jewish population. Yet there is no problem with Kosher food. The local supermarkets all 
have a section set aside which is clearly labelled Kosher. In other words, consumers are able to make an informed choice. There is no 
such choice with halal certified food.  
 
When a product is Organic or Kosher, this is always clearly written on the outside of the packaging. In other words the producers are 
proud the that fact and see this as a positive. Yet with Halal certification, very few products are clearly marked as such. In fact, in the 
vast majority of cases the fact of halal certification is intentionally hidden from the consumer but omitting any label or writing  of 
that certification on the packaging. In some cases the label is on the inside of the packaging so that by the time one sees it, one has 
already purchased it and it too late. 
 
I strongly object to having certain religious beliefs imposed on me. I do not want to eat foods which have been certified to comply 
with religious beliefs which I do not share. I furthermore object to having to eat foods which have been blessed prayed over by 
someone who does not represent my Christian God.  
 
We live in a democracy and the basis of democracy is the presumption that the majority is right. After all, that is how politicians are 
elected. Why then should a small majority of muslims be able to impose their religious practices on the vast majority? This is 
undemocratic.  
 
Australia is also a country where we are told by our elected politicians that there must not be any discrimination based on  gender, 
religious beliefs etc. Yet there is overt discrimination in most of Australia's abbatoirs where unless you are male and a muslim, you 
will not be employed. In addition, we in Australia are proud of the fact that, like in most civilised countries, we treat animals with 
kindness. Ritual slaughter, muslim and jewish, is very cruel and inhumane and incompatible with Australian values. 
 
The Australian Government needs to do the following: 
 
All foods which are certified Halal, Kosher, GM or containing any ingredients which are certified must be clearly labelled on the 
outside of the packaging as such so that the consumer can make an informed choice. 
 
All certification should be done by the Australian Government on a user pays basis 
 
All slaughter of animals must be done in as humane a manner as possible. 
 
The cost of Halal certification of foods for export must not be passed onto Australian consumers. 
 
By clearly labelling food as halal, the consumer is able to make an informed choice and thus the cost (if any) of such certification 
will be borne by the persons choosing to buy it. 
 
Put a stop to discriminatory employment practices in abbatoirs 
 
For those of you who have read the Koran, it is a fact that all practising muslims must pay Zakat, which is a percentage of income to 
islamic causes. Islamic litterature also specifies where Zakat will go. A certain percentage must go to Jihad. Obviously, muslims and 
their scholars will deny this because they have a vested interest. However, this is fact as anyone who reads Islamic literature attest to. 
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As an Australian consumer, I believe that I should be able to know where and to whom my 
money goes.  I, along with many Australian consumers, prioritize purchasing products that 
have been produced in Australia, by Australian farmers and Australian owned companies.   

As an Australian customer and consumer, I consider that it is important to have accurate 
information visibly available in order to make informed decisions about where I direct my 
money through my purchases.  Likewise, I regard it to also be very important that 
information of certifications is visible on all relevant products.   

Just as I want to direct my money towards supporting Australian owned businesses and 
producers, rather than foreign owned companies, I also want to direct my money towards 
companies that do not pay for unnecessary certifications, as I do not want to be forced to 
fund an organization, religious or otherwise, against my will and without my knowledge.   

Current labelling requirements of food certification schemes, are obviously not as strict as 
they should be.  Many companies who have obtained certifications do not display proof of 
this on their labelling and are therefore not being transparent with their customers.  

There is a huge need for accurate, informative and visible labelling on products produced by 
companies that pay fees for any certification.  In my opinion, there also needs to be 
accurate information displayed on labels, informing the potential customer of the exact 
amount the company has paid in certain certification fees, as well as a breakdown of how 
much of the product price is going towards covering the cost of the certification fees.   

Labelling should also clearly state what the purpose of obtaining the certification is and 
importantly how the money that is paid to the certifier is used by the certifier and where 
the money paid through the certification fees ends up.  As companies do not wear costs to 
their organization but rather pass them on to consumers, the consumers deserve to know 
what they are paying for. 

In addition, certification organizations should be required to be completely transparent with 
the public about exactly how and where they use the money they acquire through 
certification fees.  This is particularly important with certification fees paid to religious 
organizations, especially Muslim groups through halal certification.  These organizations 
need to be thoroughly and independently audited regularly.  They also need to clearly and 
transparently answer questions such as:  Is any of the money raised through halal 
certification sent out of Australia?  Is any of this money spent on Islamic schools and 
mosques?  Does any of this money end up in the hands of terrorist groups or extreme 
organizations through donations or otherwise?   

According to the 2011 Australian Census, only 2.2% of people in Australia are Muslim, yet 
the remaining 97.8% of the Australian public are having Halal imposed on us, in many cases 
without our knowledge and are being forced to donate our hard earned money to a 
religious organization that we wouldn't otherwise donate to and which doesn't give back to 
the wider population.   

There are certain businesses (for example McDonalds), where customers buy a product and 
can have the opportunity to make a voluntary donation to a charity (e.g. Ronald McDonald 



House).  The donation is not included in the purchase price, but is voluntary, if the customer 
so wishes to donate to that organization.  

Money and a certificate is enough in most cases, for Muslims to regard the product to be 
permitted, even though it is the same product with or without the certification.  With this 
the case, Muslims themselves should be the ones that have the option of voluntarily making 
a donation to a halal certifying organization, if that makes them feel better about what they 
are consuming, or pray over meat before they eat it, rather than forcing all Australian 
customers to make a compulsory donation to Islam every time they want to eat.  (The 
goings on in abattoirs are very alarming.  Innocent animals should not need to endure 
particularly severe barbarism in their final moments.  This is Australia.  We do not live under 
Sharia law and we should not be forced to accept the creeping in of practices from Sharia 
law.)      

Products such as fish, fruit, grains, honey, milk, nuts, vegetables etc. are already permitted 
(or halal) for Muslims to consume.  Yet even companies that provide these products are 
pressured into paying halal certification fees.   

When people buy their groceries, they know that there are many items for which they pay 
G.S.T. to the government when they purchase.  What many people do not know however, is 
that they are also paying a hidden religious tax (halal certification) that is passed on to 
consumers.  It is totally unfair and wrong that this is imposed upon non-Muslims.  There are 
other religions whose followers are not meant to consume food that has been prayed over 
to other gods, yet followers of these religions are being deceptively overridden.   

If Muslims want to purchase food in Australia, they should buy items that are already 
considered halal by their religion.  If they want to consume anything outside of these 
guidelines, then they should make their own arrangements (such as paying their own fees to 
their religious organizations in order to appease their conscience).  The religions of 97.8% of 
the people who live in Australia, do not require that their food is halal.  People who live in a 
non-Muslim country should not have an Islamic religious tax imposed upon them and the 
government should ban halal certification schemes and any other unnecessary certification 
schemes that line the pockets of certain groups, whilst ripping off consumers and raising the 
cost of living at the same time.   

A government that takes measures to lower the cost of living pressures for the public, 
cannot go wrong.  This government should take the necessary steps to end these schemes 
that have been allowed to take place for far too long and strive to reduce the cost of living 
for all people.  Especially in this current economic environment, surely the government can 
only be thanked for doing so.    

 

 

 

 



ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 1420

Submission Details: Jamie Brookfield





 
 
From: Jaimee Brookfield  
Sent: Saturday, 1 August 2015 12:00 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Fwd: Third party certificate food Inquiry
 

Jaimee Brookfield

 

Dear Sir / Madam

 

RE:  THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATE FOOD INQUIRY

C). The need for labeling on products produced by companies that pay certification
 fees;

The cost of Halal-Certified  a product is passed onto the consumer through product
 pricing.  Thus, when a consumer buys that product they are inadvertently financially
 supporting the advancement of Islam.

 

We know the certifiers pay a percentage to the MUI in Indonesia and where the money
 goes is anyone's guess. 

As a lay person with no Indonesian linguistic skills I can only assume the MUI who I
 believe are the governing body for Islamic organizations in Indonesia supports Jihad as
 per the Qur'an. 

 

We can see here http://www.businessinsider.com/indonesia-has-an-isis-problem-2014-10?
IR=T Indonesia has quite a few fighters with ISIS.   In any event the more you look the
 more murkier it gets.  Im sure ASIO could shed more light on all this then I can.  

 

http://www.businessinsider.com/indonesia-has-an-isis-problem-2014-10?IR=T
http://www.businessinsider.com/indonesia-has-an-isis-problem-2014-10?IR=T


So, we are left with the question do halal certificate funds support terrorism?  I think we
 would be very naive to say no it doesn't. 

It is imperative that every product that has a halal-C fee against it is labeled HALAL-C so
 people have the choice to

a) Purchase a food that has a religious overtone to it.  and

b) Are aware they are funding by default and through their weekly shop the Islamic
 Ideology.

 

Currently all this halal -certification is done more by stealth.  It needs to stop.

Regards

Jaimee Brookfield

-- 
Sent from Gmail Mobile

-- 
Sent from Gmail Mobile
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From:  
Sent: Saturday, 1 August 2015 12:00 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third Party Certification of Food - Senate Enquiry
 
The Senate Standing Committees on Economics
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600
 
Dear Committee Secretariat
 

On 13 May 2015, the Senate referred the following matters to the Economics References Committee
 for inquiry and report by 30 November 2015:

a. the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not limited to,
 schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and general food
 safety certification schemes;

b. current labelling requirements of food certification schemes;
c. the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees;
d. whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make

 informed purchasing decisions;
e. details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and the

 potential for these to impact on prices for consumers;
f. the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and returns to

 producers;
g. the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including, but not

 limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any related matters.
 
I wish to address section a.
particularly the halal certification of a vast number of products purchased through the  supermarkets
 and food sector.  I do not agree with the halal certification as it is both a tax other than an Australian
 Government tax and also a religious tax that only benefits the small number of muzlims that reside in
 this country.
 
It is not transparent where the money goes, other than to someones wifes shoes.  One can only
 assume that the money is used to build more mosques than Australia currently needs or requires
 and to build more izlamic schools where the curriculam revolves around the koran.This tax is called a
 jizya which is expected to be paid by kaffirs (those who are not muzlim and do not live by the koran
 sharia law)and to make the kaffir feel subdued by izlam.  By my reckoning Australia is not an izlamic
 country and therefor this tax should not be demanded.
 
I personally believe that some of this many many millions of dollars goes overseas to izlamic
 "charities" which are very suspect and I would hate to think that we are unwittingly funding the
 perpetration of numerous horrors occuring in the middle east by many different izlamic radicals living
 according to the koran.
 
Most of our products that have had halal certification paid on them do NOT carry the certifying body's
 Logo on them so we as consumers cannot make informed choices when we  are shopping, and I for
 one will not knowingly support the product if it has been halal certified. I will put my money where I



 know the company has not bowed down to the pressure of certifying their goods on the supposition
 that it will open up their export market.
 
Regarding other schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and general
 food safety certification schemes; I believe these chemes are very much on track for what is
 expected by the Australian public.
 
As I am a Christian I abhorr the fact that animals are being slaughtered inhumanely as a sacrifice to
 another god than my God.
 
Finally in conclusion any food tax should be paid to the Australian Government for the benefit of ALL
 Australians, even if said certification is conducted by muzlims.
 
I expect the people I vote for will look out for me and mine, and all other Australians
 
Yours faithfully
 
Raelene Grayden

20/08/1954
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Senate Standing Committees on Economics 
PO Box 6100 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600 
 
Phone: +61 2 6277 3540 
Fax: +61 2 6277 5719 
economics.sen@aph.gov.au 
 
Senate Inquiry into The Third Party Certification of Food 
 
Thank you for your inquiry into the third party certification of food. Food labelling in 
Australia is a real issue for me as, on the whole, it makes it difficult to make truly 
informed purchasing decisions. 
 
The question I have “Is the third party certification of food a benefit to our society or 
a modern day protection racket?” 
 
 
Up to recently, most third party labelling has been used to promote products using the 
credibility of third party organisations such as Organic, Australia Made or the Heart 
Foundation. These are benign in nature, mainly used as a marketing tool and can be 
used or ignored or used by a consumer at his or her discretion. 
 
Even though this investigation covers all third party certification of food, there is one 
certification that I am particularly concerned about and that is Halal. 
 
Australia is a multi-cultural society and it is great to live with people of other cultures 
and views in a harmonious, non intimidating environment. I am therefore very 
concerned, if anything is done to promote division on race, colour, religious or sexual 
orientation. 
 
DIVISION CREATES UNNECESSARY FEAR IN A DEMOCRACY.  
 
It is very important in our society, to accommodate, the best way possible, all people 
within the law and customs and to be tolerant to all reasonable religious beliefs. 
 
My concern regarding Halal food, is that not just confirmation of food not including 
items such as blood or alcohol but that Halal meat and meat products have gone 
through a ritual process for one religious group and is being forced on all consumers. 
 
There is now a problem as this issue has the real potential to cause a division in our 
society and incite hatred. It is only now that the extent of Halal certification is 
becoming apparent and what Halal certification really means. 
 
Companies are paying fees and these fees go to support Islamic projects which 
contribute to the advancement of Sharia (Islamic law) here and around the world.  
Also, that the meat has been slaughtered in an inhumane way and then ritually 
sacrificed by a Muslim who recites a prayer dedicating the slaughter to Allah. 
 



The real concern I now have, is that to either stop the Halal Certification or ritual 
sacrifice will be highlighted as an attack against a particular faith.  
 
All faiths must exist complying with Australian Laws and in a Secular society no faith 
must be permitted to cause division in our society. 
 
Australia needs strong food labelling laws. Made with local and imported ingredients 
is meaningless. 
 
Third party labelling needs to be strongly regulated in Australia. 
 
GENERAL FOOD FOR SUPPLY INTO THE AUSTRALIAN MARKETPLACE 
MUST NOT GO THROUGH ANY RITUAL PROCESS 
 
Exceptions for imported products focused at particular communities should be 
permitted. 
 
Issues which should be addressed with food labelling include; 
 
a) CONTAINS NUTS AND OTHER POTENTIALLY ALLERGY CAUSING 
INGREDIENTS, ESPECIALLY LIFE THREATENING. 
 
b) ALL COUNTRY OF ORIGIN OF CONTENTS 
 
c) IF ANY INGREDIENTS CONTAIN GMO 
 
d) ALL INGREDIENTS AND ADDITIVES  
 
Fees should be permitted but certifying organisations should only be non-profit and 
all funds used to perform their tasks. All accounts should be public and audited. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of my submission. 
 
Michael Parker 
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From:   
Sent: Wednesday, 29 July 2015 12:33 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Submission Third Party Certification of Food.
 
Dear Senate Committee

Please find my submission / objection to the third party certification of food:

I find it highly discriminatory and offensive being forced to pay for certification of any
 food product where that certification is unrelated to the health interests of the citizens of
 Australia. Certification of food products must only be done by government bodies and
 only to ensure they are safe for human consumption, comply with health standards and are
 clearly and properly labelled.

ALL food sold in this country MUST BE religion neutral so that when purchased it can be
 blessed or certified by the individual purchaser in the way they so require. The pre-
blessing of food with one faith or another is completely discriminatory to all other faiths,
 beliefs or non-beliefs.

For these reasons alone religious blessings, certifications and taxes on saleable food
 products in Australia must be outlawed immediately.

•    Religious certifications are offensive to me.
•    "Ritual Slaughter" is inhumane, abhorrent and completely inappropriate in all
 circumstances.

In summary, I am completely opposed to Third Party Certification of food and believe that
 it is a basic human right for me to choose NOT to support any religion or group that I do
 not identify with.

Thanks
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FOOD CERTIFICATION SENATE INQUIRY (HALAL)

I am a 36 year old Male living in regional South Australia and I wish to remain anonymous.

Greetings to the Economics references Committee. I will be specifically addressing Halal certification 
and my points of references will be points:

a) The extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia etc.

g)    The extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers, fees and   
financial records etc.

After considering the on television opinions of our Federal trade minister and Prime Minister 
regarding the importance of Halal certification to the Australian economy via improved trade ties 
with our Islamic trade partners, I believe that Halal certification should be extended universally, i.e. 
to all products that do not contain blood, pork products, carrion, or alcohol. In fact if what our 
minister’s say is true – and they know best, all products without the previous exceptions should 
carry a visible Halal logo on the packaging, preferably by requirement of a law to be instituted at 
some future time. What I’m saying in effect is that it should eventually be a legal requirement of 
Australian food manufacturers and producers to display either a Halal symbol or even a suitable 
Haram (forbidden symbol.) I’ll get to my reasoning in a moment.

As you would all know we currently have in Australia is a great contention regarding halal 
certification. On one hand we have elected officials and food companies who point to its necessity 
for the sake of trade and on the other hand we have a great number of concerned citizens who do 
not want to see any money whatsoever go to Halal certifiers. It is not even whether the halal fees 
are mere going to building mosques or Islamic schools or at worst funding terrorism. The seemingly 
consensus view of anti Halal people is that they don’t want to fund halal schemes or Islam in any 
way shape or form. I qualify this observation by saying that I’ve been watching commentators of this 
topic through the media and the internet specifically anti halal groups for many months now and I’ve 
read similar opinions in submissions to your senate committee. Therefore if halal schemes are by the 
testimony of one group of people exceedingly beneficial requirement of trade and totally abhorrent 
to those who stand opposed because they don’t like where halal money ends up the only major 
thing that has to change is where the money goes.



Here is my core reasoning. In the future Halal schemes should be extended universally and made 
conspicuous on all packaging, but those who carry out ninety nine percent of halal certification will 
be health inspectors from local councils. It has to be local health inspectors because any minimal 
fees paid to them for halal certification go to a local council to pay for things like public 
infrastructure as opposed to Mosques, Islamic schools or Boko Haram. Anyone who questions in 
future where halal certification fees go need only be pointed toward a public road, park or library. 
Having halal fees used in such ways will appease those who require transparency and information as 
to where the money goes (referring to point of reference ‘g’). The other remaining percentage of 
halal certification retained or carried out by private certifiers is the halal slaughter of animals. This is 
strictly an Islamic ritual which they are exclusively entitled to is reputably very beneficial for our 
export markets and furthermore the animals just love it. So what we can achieve is by doing this is 
the rare position of ‘having our cake and eating it to’ so to speak. Let’s have totally economically 
beneficial halal certification whilst putting the certification money where most of us would be happy 
to see it go. Get the local government health inspectors to carry out certification. Halal certifying 
would not be rocket science and certainly understandable by ordinary people and not the exclusive 
domain of Islamic clerics as halal certifiers would have you believe- and they will try to have you 
believe this I assure you. Don’t be fooled.  Only when we appoint health inspectors with this task will 
we then see the money go into local infrastructure, where it should be, benefitting us all. We will 
have a scheme that benefits us economically and the majority of Australians will then be happy 
where the money goes. Simple.

   Thankyou for reading my submission.
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From:  
Sent: Monday, 3 August 2015 3:06 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATION OF FOOD
 

To the Senate Standing Committees on Economics,

As an Australian consumer I would like to make an informed choice about the
 purchases I make. I ask that you would clearly identify on your products which
 ones have been subject to halal certification.

I do not wish to support any brand that pays an Islamic religious tax to have their
 product halal certified. Less than 2% of this population is Muslim and I do not
 want to fund special religious rituals or political campaigns to increase the
 presence of Sharia Law in Australia.

Please respect consumers and give them/us the necessary information so we can
 make our own choices. Please, also consider carefully what you are funding when
 you pay halal certification fees. The Koran says food must be halal but
 certification is a modern day tax imposed on a majority of people who do not
 submit to the Islamic religion and Sharia law.

Regards

Trudy Lane
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From: Reinard van Lieshout  
Sent: Tuesday, 4 August 2015 7:35 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: third party inquoiry certification submission
 
Dear Sir/Madam
 
            When will it be made compulsory for retailers to disclose how much of my purchase is a
 “deductable donation’” to Hallal, on my shopping dockets, just as they do for the GST component?
 
I wish to be able to claim this at tax time, just as I am able to claim my donations to other charities!
 
I am quite willing to safe up all my receipts and add them all up at tax time to make this claim as I’m
 sure many other people in the community would also do, once the components are disclosed and
 verified on the shopping docket receipts.
 
I can’t understand why this is excluded as being able to be claimed by the general taxpayer as a
 legitimate deduction because of non disclosure of the Hallal component on the shopping docket
 receipts.
 
Regards,
 
            Reinard van Lieshout
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From: 
Sent: Friday, 7 August 2015 6:54 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: The Halal certification industry needs greater scrutiny

Dear Senate Standing Committee on Economics,

With reference to the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about halal certifiers, the
 possibility that Australian businesses are unwittingly funding Islamic terrorism through this means concerns us
 greatly. We therefore ask the committee to ensure that our national security is not being compromised by
 permitting these schemes to operate in Australia.

Terrorist groups have been funded by the proceeds of Halal certification before. For example, in 2007 and 2008
 the Islamic Society of North America, an organisation involved in halal certification, was named by the Justice
 Department as a co-conspirator in two federal trials dealing with the financing of the terrorist group Hamas.
 Whilst no Australian groups have yet been implicated, many of the certifying bodies operating here are
 subsidiaries of overseas Islamic organisations making it very difficult to determine where some of the money
 ultimately ends up.

And the money Australian companies pay to Islamic certifying bodies is considerable. It is reported that fees
 range from as much as $300,000 a year for an abattoir, $40,000 for a chicken processor to $5000 for a suburban
 take-away. Even if only a small fraction of these sums are used for nefarious purposes, it would still amount to
 a significant funding source for terrorist groups and would materially increase the risk to Australian civilians
 and soldiers.

We therefore ask that the committee recommend that the Federal Government put in place mechanisms for
 more closely regulating and monitoring Australian Halal certification bodies, as well as their overseas parent
 bodies, to ensure that no portion of the considerable money paid to them by Australian businesses funds
 Islamic terrorism.

Yours faithfully,

Helen and Kevin Harwood
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From: Linda Fennell  
Sent: Tuesday, 11 August 2015 1:23 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Senate Inquiry on Halal
 
Linda Mary Fennell, Australian Citizen and Veteran, submission into  the Halal
 Certification is a scam,  In effect, it is a religious tax on our food imposed without the
 permission of the Australian people. This has been done secretly over many years. 
 
This is just one move in the process to make Australia part of the Moslem nation, look
 what has happened in the UK and Canada, what are they doing with the money, it has
 been proven in Canada they they are funding various Terrorist organisation.
 
When is our Australian Government going to wake up to what is going on,  Why should
 we the people of Australia be subject to a TAX that has nothing to do with our way of life
 or Religion Mr. Mohomad Moulie from the Halal Certification authority needs to be
 investigated at the Highest level, he is making a mockery of the Australian Government
 and its people. 
 
The majority of Australian people want a choice as to if they purchase Halal food, however
  getting to the point we no longer have a choice
 
If people want to come and live in our country then fine, do not however subject the people
 of Australia to your Religious beliefs and ways of life, we are a fee and democratic
 country, we do not want these people forcing their way of life on us and taking away our
 right to make a choice. 
 
We also need to know what are they doing with the funds from Halal Certification, they
 are getting away with day light robbery under the veil of a Religion, paying NO TAX and
 being accountable to NO ONE.
 
Australia's government needs to get its head out of the sand, I am one of thousands of
 Veterans that can see what is happening to this country and its lack of leadership on this
 matter and we want it stopped.
 
 
Senator Berdardi, we are asking you to raise this matter once again in Parliment, I know
 the people of Australia will stand behind you.
 
Thank you for your time
 
Linda Fennell
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From:  
Sent: Friday, 31 July 2015 3:46 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Third party certification of food
 
Dear Sir
 
I was unable to submit this at your web-site.
 
I refer to item C - the need for labelling on products produced by Companies that pay
 certification fees and D when current schemes provides enough information to a consumer to
 make informed purchasing decision.
 
You immediate action please – as this is a democratic and free nation it is only fair and
 reasonable that labelling is compulsory in all products.  We should not pay extras for Halal
 certification goods.
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From: Nicole Butcher  
Sent: Tuesday, 11 August 2015 2:44 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Halal certification
 
To Whom it may concern:
Senate Economic References Committee
 
I wish to join the crowd of those who are expressing concern about the proposed halal
 certification of a large range of consumer products.
 
In a country where promotion of Christianity (our heritage religion) is increasingly
 offensive, how can we now condone the promotion of Islam? The entrance of halal
 certification into Australia’s taxation system - for all consumers - is indeed hypocritical of
 all that has been done to undo the politicisation of religion.
 
Indeed, I find it illogical, unjust and offensive in itself that customers who have no express
 interest in supporting a religious cause become obligated under taxation law to forfeit a
 portion of their payment to a cause they don’t intend to support. 
 
More broadly, this is simply not in the interests of the wider Australian public, and I would
 highly appreciate your consideration of these concerns.
 
Nicole Butcher

Ph 
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From: 
Sent: Wednesday, 12 August 2015 10:21 AM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: The Halal certification industry needs greater scrutiny

Dear Senate Standing Committee on Economics,

With reference to the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about halal certifiers, the
 possibility that Australian businesses are unwittingly funding Islamic terrorism through this means concerns us
 greatly. We therefore ask the committee to ensure that our national security is not being compromised by
 permitting these schemes to operate in Australia.

Terrorist groups have been funded by the proceeds of Halal certification before. For example, in 2007 and 2008
 the Islamic Society of North America, an organisation involved in halal certification, was named by the Justice
 Department as a co-conspirator in two federal trials dealing with the financing of the terrorist group Hamas.
 Whilst no Australian groups have yet been implicated, many of the certifying bodies operating here are
 subsidiaries of overseas Islamic organisations making it very difficult to determine where some of the money
 ultimately ends up.

And the money Australian companies pay to Islamic certifying bodies is considerable. It is reported that fees
 range from as much as $300,000 a year for an abattoir, $40,000 for a chicken processor to $5000 for a suburban
 take-away. Even if only a small fraction of these sums are used for nefarious purposes, it would still amount to
 a significant funding source for terrorist groups and would materially increase the risk to Australian civilians
 and soldiers.

We therefore ask that the committee recommend that the Federal Government put in place mechanisms for
 more closely regulating and monitoring Australian Halal certification bodies, as well as their overseas parent
 bodies, to ensure that no portion of the considerable money paid to them by Australian businesses funds
 Islamic terrorism.

Yours faithfully,

Fons and Bronwyn Janssen
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14 August, 2015 
 
The Committee Secretary 
Senate Standing Committees on Economics 
PO Box 6100 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600 
 
Sent by Email to: economics.sen@aph.gov.au  
 
 
Export Council of Australia  
Submission to the Senate Economics References Committee on the inquiry into third party 
certification of food 
 

1. Background on the ECA 

A not-for-profit, membership based organisation, the ECA is the peak industry body representing 
Australia’s exporters and importers, particularly SMEs. With a membership base of 1,000 and a 
reach of 15,000, the ECA represents companies of all sizes and across a wide range of industry 
sectors, including services exporters. The ECA’s core activities include research, advocacy, skills 
development and events.  Some details on the ECA's work are below. 

mailto:economics.sen@aph.gov.au


2 
 

1.1. The ECA works collaboratively with a number of Federal and State Government 
Departments to advance the interests of its members and the broader business community.  
These include Efic, the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT), Austrade, the 
Department of Immigration and Border Protection (DIBP), the Department of Industry and 
Science, and the Department of Agriculture.  

1.2. The ECA regularly provides submissions to government and its agencies on various 
reviews, as well as to parliamentary inquiries. These have included submissions relating to 
the Korea-Australia Free Trade Agreement (KAFTA) and the KAFTA Customs Bills, the 
Japan-Australia Economic Partnership Agreement (JAEPA) and the JAPEA Customs Bills, 
the Trade in Services Agreement (TiSA), and more recently the EMDG Review, the Inquiry 
into Australia's Treaty Making Process, the Inquiry into the Business Experience in Utilising 
Australia's Free Trade Agreements, the Inquiry relating to the China – Australia Free Trade 
Agreement (ChAFTA), and the review of the draft Cost Recovery Implementation Statement 
by the Department of Agriculture. 

1.3. The ECA also releases annual Trade Policy Recommendations (TPR), and the latest 
document, TPR 2014/15, includes commentary and recommendations regarding the 
Government's Free Trade Agreement (FTA) agenda and ways in which Government should 
work with industry to raise the level of understanding of FTAs. 

1.4. In 2014 the ECA launched a longitudinal survey, Australia’s International Business Survey 
(AIBS), with Austrade, Efic and the University of Sydney, which captures unique company 
level data on the Australia’s international business activity. The first survey captured data 
from over 1,600 Australian exporters, making it the most comprehensive investigation into 
Australia’s international business activity in more than 15 years.    

1.5. AIBS 2015, which was released on 30 July 2015, resulted in the collection of fully 
completed and validated responses from 1,237 companies involved in international 
business. The findings of this report are distinctive and significant because they provide key 
insights into the nature, needs, concerns and future plans of the overall Australian 
international business community from the company perspective.  

1.6. The ECA recently also released its “Advancing Trade Development” report, which examines 
the trade promotion activities offered by 10 of Australia's key export competitors including 
the United States, United Kingdom, New Zealand, and Singapore in a bid to encourage 
government to take a long-term, strategic approach to developing Australia’s international 
trade.  

2. Third Party Certification of Food 

The ECA is now pleased to make the following observations regarding third party certification of 
goods.  However, in doing so, the ECA wishes to make clear that it is only commenting on this issue 
so far as it relates to food for export and its comments do not apply to certification of origin of goods 
required to claim preferential status under Australia's FTAs. 

The ECA does not provide certification services for product claims. The ECA neither encourages 
nor discourages it members regarding certification. As with any certification, each manufacturer or 
brand owner needs to decide for itself whether the commercial benefits of certification outweigh the 
costs. 
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The ECA would also like to note that it accepts the principles provided in the submission put forward 
by the Australian Food and Grocery Council’s (AFGC) for this Inquiry and we endorse its approach 

2.1. The ECA is aware that the term "certification" covers a broad range of activities, spanning 
from safety audits, through government licensing, to third party logo endorsements, to the 
origin of goods and to compliance with religious or dietary requirements.   

2.2. The ECA believes that the provisions of section 5 of the Competition and Consumer Act 
2010 (CCA) allow for extraterritorial effect of many provisions of the Consumer Law so that 
incorrect claims of third party certification of goods for export could still be subject to 
prosecution by the ACCC.  The ECA recommends that the Committee ask the ACCC 
whether those provisions allow for adequate actions to be taken against incorrect or 
unsubstantiated claims of third party certification. 

2.3. Third party certification is an important issue for Australian exporters.  In some cases a 
specific certification might be required by law to export certain goods to a particular market.  
In other cases, third party certification may be required by purchasers of the products.  
There may also be commercial or market imperatives which dictate particular third party 
certification. Indeed, in some instances a specific certification is compulsory before goods or 
product can be sold in a particular market. 

2.4. Certain certifications can help create business opportunities in international markets and 
therefore, certification can be described as both a marketing tool and a quality assurance 
measure. Accordingly, other than where required by law or for other reasons, it becomes a 
commercial decision for an exporter whether the benefits of holding that certification 
outweigh the costs of acquiring it.  

2.5. As a consequence of the comments in the preceding paragraph a manufacturer will only 
seek to obtain a certification if it feels it gets a benefit, and will discontinue certification if the 
benefit is not achieved. Where certification is only obtained and maintained if it delivers a 
commercial benefit, the ECA believes there is generally no requirement for intervention by 
Government in relation to the use of third party certification.  However that situation may 
change in the circumstances described in paragraph 2.8 of this submission or where third 
party certification is dictated by law. 

2.6. Except in instances described in paragraph 2.3 of this submission, third party certification is, 
in the majority of cases, not necessary to make a claim. In those cases, the value of the 
third party certification is linked to the credibility of the producer and manufacturer and the 
certifier and often there are multiple options for certification. 
 

2.7. The ECA recommends that if a claim is made as to third party certification of food, whether 
by way of express claim of a particular quality or by the use a third party logo endorsement, 
then information as to the identity of the certifier and the basis on which they provide that 
certification should be available and accessible to consumers and/or retailers.   
 

2.8. In general terms, the ECA believes that there are already a number of provisions that exist 
to deal with inappropriate claims of third party certification. In the absence of evidence of 
abuse of third party certification claims or evidence from the ACCC that the current 
provisions of the CCA and the Consumer Law afford inadequate protection, the ECA 
believes that there are only a few circumstances that may require additional government 
intervention in this area and that otherwise the current regime is adequate. These include: 
 

• Requiring producers and manufacturers who claim third party certification to 
provide details of who provided the certification, the nature of the certification 



4 
 

provided and the basis on which it was provided.  This would assist in 
transparency of the process.  The details could be provided by mandatory links to 
websites being provided on labelling or by way of material being provided at point 
of sale.  

• Where a manufacturer is pressured or compelled to obtain a certification that it 
would not otherwise have obtained, whether through market coercion, or threats 
by certifiers of secondary boycotts or other adverse consequences. 

• If there are potential negative public health consequences from incorrect or 
inadequate claims of third party certification, in which case urgent action would be 
required based on current public safety regulation. 

2.9. In the event that the circumstances set out in the preceding paragraph support action, then, 
other than urgent action required to protect public health and safety, the ECA recommends 
that the Government only intervene and impose further regulation following broad 
consultation and only then in a manner that imposes the least intrusive regulation. In doing 
so, government should only act in a manner consistent to the Regulator Performance 
Framework issued by the federal government in October 2014. 
 

2.10. The ECA, through its trade policy work, continues to advocate for a reduction in over 
burdensome regulation and improvements to trade facilitation. Foods safety is clearly of 
paramount importance and Australia has an international reputation for robust food safety 
standards. The ECA recommends that the design of any potential regulatory program that 
affects food safety and third party certification of food be both inclusive and efficient. 
 

2.11. Further, in the context of the position of exporters who rely on third party certification, the 
ECA also recommends that the government enters into arrangements with governments of 
export destinations so that third party certification of goods properly secured in Australia 
should have that certification recognised in those export destinations.  That level of mutual 
recognition would not be compulsory but would be available to those exporters prepared to 
engage in a further level of examination of approval agreed by the two governments.  Such 
a program could be established under the auspices of our FTAs or by other bilateral or 
regional agreements. 

The ECA looks forward to providing further input and assistance where required. 

Yours Sincerely  

 

Andrew Hudson 

Director and Chair of the Trade Policy Committee  

Export Council of Australia  
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 Halal Certification Authority Australia 
(A.B.N. 33 068 275 203) 

 

GPO Box 3906, Sydney, NSW 2001 

Tel +61 2 9232 6731 – Fax + 61 2 9223 8596 

Email: info@halalauthority.org 
 

Senate Submission 
Preamble 
 

Muslims have always been eating Halal since they arrived in Australia, the same as the 

Jews have. From the first Cameleer till recently Muslims killed their own meat. About 

50 years ago Muslim butchers started appearing in Areas where Muslims reside to cater 

to their needs for Halal meat. 

 

Muslim migrants to this day buy fresh food and cook their own in preference to buying 

ready-made consumables. Each migrant prefer his own type of cuisine. However the 

second and third generation are requiring the same type of fast food as the rest of the 

population but in a Halal form 

 

When Muslim countries started buying meat from Australia in the early 60s they 

requested the animals to be slaughtered by Muslims and to be certified by the local 

Islamic organisation. Foreign Governments sent representatives to ensure this was done 

according to Islamic rites and to their specifications. 

 

In the 80s the Federal Government became involved in Halal certification. In fact each 

consignment of exported meat carries a Government Halal certificate endorsed by an 

Islamic organisation for authenticity.  

 

In the 90s with some Muslim countries achieving affluence they started asking for 

products other than meat to be exported to their countries to satisfy the local demands. 

Some requested Halal certificates for products other than meat, like Indonesia, Malaysia, 

Singapore, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates. Hence the plethora of Halal 

certified products available on the market today. Later, Indonesia passed a law requiring 

all consumable products entering the country to have Halal certification. Of course this 

meant that Malaysia, Brunei and Singapore were not much behind. 

 

Halal Certification Authority Australia (HCAA) does not charge royalties on exported 

products we certify, in fact we charge a fee based on the work required to certify 

products, the same as accountants charge for doing a Tax return or lawyer charging for 

buying a property. 

 

It is a fallacy that HCAA make companies change the ingredients in their products to be 

certified, in fact it only certifies products that qualify as Halal in the first place. 

Vegemite is identical as it has always been, but it needed a Halal certificate to be able to 

export to South East Asia and the Middle East. This allowed the Australian company 

that produces Vegemite to gain new International markets where its competitors like 

Oxo, Marmite etc., are not allowed in, despite being yeast extracts because they do not 

carry Halal certification. 
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Another fallacy is that the products are certified for local use, in fact the products are 

primarily certified for export and the producing companies use the HCAA logo since the 

exported and local products are the same and there is no stipulation on the certificate 

whether it is for local or international use. This way the companies can gain a local 

market share as well. 

 

The third fallacy is that companies are forced or approached to become Halal. In fact 

HCAA have never asked any company to become Halal, however companies in turn are 

the ones that get in touch with HCAA seeking certification because they know they can 

increase their sales abroad with rather than without Halal certification. On average 

HCAA gets 3-5 inquiries every week, not all succeed of course. 

 

HCAA is audited by the Federal Department of Agriculture Fisheries and Forestry 

(DAFF).Thus making Halal certification the only type of food certification that is 

subjected to auditing by the Federal Government. Also HCAA is audited by a Chartered 

accountant and by the International Standards Organisation (ISO). 

 

Kosher Certification, the Heart Foundation and the Organic Certification are also other 

certification that companies choose to have to market their products and increase their 

sales. 

 

Misinformation about Halal certification is false and designed to taint Halal 

Certification in general and HCAA in particular for bigoted reasons. With Halal 

certification, Australian companies have access to foreign markets where it is a basic 

requirement and are able to compete against products from other countries.  

 

Without Halal certification many companies will stop trading at worst or have to shed 

staff at best to survive, a position that Australian government would not like to 

contemplate. Halal Certification has made the products of this country the most sought 

after in the Middle East and South East Asia. 

 

What is Halal: 
 

The meaning of the word Halal is: "Permitted, allowed, authorised, approved, 

sanctioned, lawful, legal, legitimate or licit". 

 

When used in relation to food or drink in any form whatsoever it means that it is 

permitted and fit for consumption by Muslims. 

 

For a food or drink to be described as Halal, it must conform to the Islamic dietary rules 

as specified in the Qur'an, the Hadith (sayings) of the Prophet Muhammad, his Sunnah 

(tradition), and in the Fiqh (teachings) of Islamic Jurists: “Hanafi, Sahfi'i, Malki, 

Hanbali etc.” Other sources of rules are Ijma' (collective approval scholars) and Qiyas 

(analogy) of Islamic scholars. 

 

HCAA gives approval for products that satisfy all of the above; therefore approved 

goods are acceptable to all Muslim denominations. 

 

A product is considered Halal if as a whole and in part is: 
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  Free of, and not containing any substance or ingredient taken or extracted from 

an unacceptable animal or ingredient. 

  Made processed, produced, manufactured and/or stored by using utensils, 

equipment and/or machinery that has been cleansed according to Islamic rules. 

  Must never have come into contact with, touch or be close to a Haram substance 

during preparation, making, production, manufacture processing and/or storage. 

 

What is Haram: 

 
The meaning of the word Haram is: "Not permitted, not allowed, unauthorised, 

unapproved, unsanctioned, unlawful, illegal, illegitimate or illicit". 

 

When used in relation to food or drink in any form whatsoever it means that it is 

not permitted and unfit for consumption by Muslims. 

 

A product is considered Haram if it comes into contact with or as a whole or in 

part contains: 

 

 Animals not slaughtered in a Halal manner. 

 Donkeys, pigs, dogs, omnivores or carnivores. 

 Dead animal due to strangulation, a blow to the head (as in clubbing), a 

headlong fall, natural causes (carrion), being gored or attacked by another 

animal. 

  Animals having protruding canine teeth such as monkeys, cats, and lions. 

 Amphibious animals such as frogs and crocodiles. 

 Undesirable insects such as worms, flies and cockroaches. 

 Birds of pray with talons such as owls, and eagles. 

  Alcohol, harmful substances, poisonous and intoxicating plants or drinks. 

 Blood. 

 Urine and faeces. 

 

Halal Certification 

 
To underline the importance of documenting what is being attested to, the Koran 

mentions the word “witness” thirty one (31) times and requires what is being witnessed 

to be documented, which is what ‘Halal Certification’ is based on. Halal certification is 

directly based on Koranic requirement. 

 

Therefore a Halal certificate is document attesting to facts. 

 

Halal Certification of Meat: 

 
All Islamic countries and Muslim minority communities import meat from Australia and 

require the shipments to be accompanied by proof that the meat is the result of Halal 

slaughter. The importers of meat from Australia stipulate that the animals must be 

slaughtered by a Muslim. This is clearly marked on every Halal meat certificate issued 

for export. 
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All abattoirs exporting meat have to conform to the requirement of the country they 

want to export to. There are less than a handful of domestic abattoirs that have Halal 

certification, some allow butcher to slaughter their own for use in their shops. 

 

Contrary to general belief, meat and chicken companies sell meat and chickens to Halal 

butchers at ten cents extra per kilo and sell the same to other butchers without the 

addition of the ten cents. 

 

Meat sold in supermarkets regardless loses its Halal status once it is no longer 

supervised at every stage, even if it came from a Halal abattoir, also it can be 

contaminated by touching other non-acceptable meats or ingredients. 

 

Stunning: 
 

Stunning is done to the Royal Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (RSPCA) requirements 

and Halal Slaughtering is deemed acceptable under these terms.  The Australian Federal 

Government require their export meat to be stunned. 

 

All animals are Halal slaughtered AFTER being temporarily immobilised by an 

acceptable device to permit its slaughtering without pain.  

 

On the other hand, Kosher slaughtering is done BEFORE the animals are stunned, 

because Kosher rules require the animals to be alive and conscious at the time of 

slaughtering. 

 

Contrary to general belief, Jewish people only eat certain parts of the carcass, the rest of 

the carcass is sold to the general public. 

 

Meat of the People of the Scripture: 
 

Some of non-Muslims like to mention Chapter 5, Verse 5 in the Koran, which states: 

“The food (meat) of the People of the Scripture is Halal to you (Muslims)”. They omit 

the rest of the verse which states: “and your food (meat) is Halal to them. Therefore if 

they want to quote this verse as proof they must also abide by it and not say that it is 

contrary to their religion or belief when both the Anglicans and Catholic churches have 

said that Halal meat is acceptable for consumption by their flock. 

 

Furthermore Islamic Scholars have decided that the meat of the People of the Scripture 

must conform to all Islamic requirements before it can be accepted. Among these rules: 

Stunning must not kill the animal and the Christian or Jewish slaughterer is to invoke 

the name of Allah before slaughtering. Also this is in case Halal meat is not available, 

which it is in Australia. 

 

The same non-Muslims like to prove that Muslims can eat anything by just saying 

Bismillah (in the name of Allah), for this, they quote that the Prophet said that Muslims 

can eat meat given to them after saying Bismillah before eating, they omit to mention 

that the meat givers had recently became Muslims and the people didn’t know if they 

invoked the name of Allah or not before slaughtering. 
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Halal Certification of Non-Meat: 
 

Companies primarily seek Halal certification for non-meat products because the buyers 

in the country they desire to export to, has asked for it. As more and more companies are 

certified in Muslim countries this has made the local populations more aware that 

foreign products may not be Halal and the only way to ensure conformity is by requiring 

proof in the form of a Halal certificate. 

 

All ingredients used in a product to be certified must he Halal certified as well. 

 

Products that are certified under this category are usually products that conform to 

Islamic dietary rules and do not need any changes, to wit, some Cadbury chocolates and 

Vegemite were acceptable before certification however the buyer requested written 

proof in the form of a Halal certificate.   

 

Companies that have some or all their products certified Halal for export are at liberty to 

sell the same products in Australia, after all, no changes in the products too place and 

companies can gain new Muslim clients in this country. 

 

Most of the products that are certified Halal in this category are also certified Kosher. 

Some supermarkets have a small area for imported Kosher products or food products 

used mainly by their Jewish customers. All other Kosher products are sold from general 

categories for example, Vegemite is placed among other Kraft products. 

 

Products in this category, be they Halal or Kosher certified, are not blessed by either 

religion and have been sold to the public for decades in their original state. 

 

Anyone claiming that the choice for the general public is diminished is repeating this 

misinformation for political ends not for real ends or religious ends. 

 

Non-Food Items:  
 

There are many anecdotal evidence doing the rounds that some non-food items like cat 

food or tampons are Halal certified. Despite asking for a Tampons certificate for one 

year, no one is able to proffer one in Australia.  

 

Also a fake cat food label was bandied around with a fake Malaysian government Halal 

logo. The person who made up this fake label was unaware that animal food may be 

declared clean (Suchi) by the manufacturer because the Malaysian Government does 

place their Halal logo animal food.  

 

In all the years spent in Halal certification only one inquiry was received from Iran for 

animal hides that must be certified Halal. There is no proof that the buyer found what he 

was looking for or not. In any case, Iran requires certification to be by its own people 

and by Australian certifiers. 
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Import Country Requirements: 
 

Some Islamic countries are now requiring that all ingredients in a product must be 

certified Halal and this is the buyer’s choice not the certifier’s choice.  

 

Halal Certifiers are audited by Importing country governments or bodies to Halal 

Standards.  These standards are found on the importing country websites. These bodies 

audit the Australian Business as well as part of the auditing process. 

 

Halal Certification Fees: 
 

Fees are collected from companies requiring Halal certification and from some of their 

suppliers whose ingredients are required to be certified.  

 

As a rule animal derived ingredients are to be certified if they qualify for being Halal. 

Also ingredients that can be derived from animal or non-animal substances must be 

certified if they qualify for being Halal. Ingredients that can only be made purely from 

plant or mineral are naturally Halal and do not need to be certified.   

 

HCAA is a private company specialising in the certification of processed food, 

cosmetics, pharmaceuticals and cleaning materials. HCAA is not involved in Meat 

Abbatoirs domestic or for export.   The fees charged are commensurate with the 

professional service offered. 

 

For the last 17 years HCAA has maintained its Quality Service, ISO certified.  

Accordingly our HCAA Agreements and Invoices state clearly the breakdown of the 

fees.  The fees are modest. 

 

Example of Fees: 
 

A company exporting to 40 countries and is the biggest employer in the town where it is 

based. It pays $1,500 a year to be able to export products worth several millions of 

dollars. The company has no need for certification if it didn’t export. 

 

A chicken company is paying at the rate of ONE CENT for every 40 chickens. The 

company has contracts worth several hundred thousands of dollars a month. This is a 

great return for the chicken company. 

 

No matter how the opposing forces show that the fees are high in reality they are very 

fair and negligible in the scheme of things. If companies didn’t think the returns were 

worth it, they would not seek Halal certification in the first place. 

 

Australian Food and Grocery Council (AFGC) states: 

 

“the cost of certification are highly unlikely to influence product pricing, and so 

 consumers do not end up paying any more for certified product” 

  

www.afgc.org.au/about-afgc/ourpolicies/halal-certfication/  

 

http://www.afgc.org.au/about-afgc/ourpolicies/halal-certfication/


 

Halal Certification Authority Australia Senate Submission 2015                                                       Page 7 

Expenses: 
 

HCAA is a private company and has overheads to pay like any other company, these 

include: 

 

Energy, fuel, telephones, bookkeeping, wages, professional fees, training overseas, 

travelling etc. 

 

As a private company it does not have to publish any financial information other than to 

the Taxation office. HCAA conforms to all company laws and it should not be singled 

out for different treatment. 

 

 RECOMMENDATION: 

 That any changes to an Islamic bodies financial records being stated must be to

 all private companies 

 

Taxation: 
 

HCAA is an Australian company that conforms to all the laws of this country. It is not a 

registered charity and it is subject to company tax. 

 

 RECOMMENDATION: 

Any new regulations developed for Islamic charitable organisation should apply 

to all charitable organisation and not to single out Islamic ones. Charitable 

organisation be they religious or community based rather than pander to the 

fascist elements in the government, the new political party of the general public. 

 

Charity: 
 

Islam like Christianity requires its adherents to pay alms and to be charitable, this is 

something that Muslims, take very seriously. 

 

Audits: 
 

HCAA is audited by the Federal Government on a regular basis to see that it conforms 

to the Government regulation regarding Halal Certification. Also it has to conform to 

the requirements of overseas.  

 

Furthermore HCAA is the only certifier in the world that is ISO certified for Halal 

Slaughtering and Processed Food. 

 

The HCAA has 55 years experience in Food, its personnel have the following 

qualifications: 

 

 Agricultural Science 

 Applied Science 

 Business & Commerce 

 Chemistry 
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 Economics 

 Food Science & Technology 

 Education 

 Environmental Science 

 Food Engineering 

 Global Halal Auditing 

 Human Resource Management 

 Islamic law and Theology  

 Australian Law 

 Occupational Health & Safety  

 Philosophy of Religion 

 Political Science 

 Workplace Training and Assessment 

 

Confidentiality: 
 

Australian businesses trust HCAA with their recipes and ingredients that they would not 

trust others with. HCAA has information about its clients suppliers, consumers and even 

employees. 

 

HCAA takes confidentiality very serious and it has never revealed any information 

about one client to another and never will. 

 

This is an example of trust and transparency that clients have with us. 

 

Loyalty: 
 

HCAA is loyal to its clients and this loyalty is reciprocated, some clients have been with 

it for 20 years. 

 

Labelling: 
 

Prior to the first Gulf War only one small chicken company was slaughtering Halal and 

was using a logo on their labels. During the war the company received many abusive 

and threatening calls despite the many Muslim countries that formed part of the 

Coalition fighting the war. The Company was forced to remove to logo from their 

labels. 

 

About a year ago when the present campaign against Halal certification started in 

preparation for the establishment of a fascist political party in Australia. Interested 

parties started the campaign of fake information and directing their misinformed 

followers to pester companies that have Halal certification, especially the obvious ones 

that place the logo on the label. Many companies including HCAA had to call for police 

intervention because of the bullying and the death threats. 

 

It must be noted that companies are at liberty to place the logo on their product or not, 

since no company can be forced to place a religious logo on its labels. 
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Discrimination: 
 

Halal Certification in abattoirs do not discriminate against non-Muslims or women. 

 

The only Muslims employed in an abattoir are usually limited to slaughtering. This 

could be from two (2) to six (6) Muslims out of the whole workforce. 

 

Other non-Muslim slaughterers are employed by abattoirs for emergencies and to do 

non- Halal slaughtering. 

 

From an Islamic point of view there are no impediments for a woman to hold the 

position of slaughterer. 

 

Benefit of Halal Certification: 
 

According to Dinar Standard, a fifth of the world’s trade is in Halal goods. Australian 

businesses are tapping into this lucrative market.  

 

Victoria increases its Halal food by about 10% a year. 

 

South Australia exports $800 Million a year of Halal certified products. 

 

Bega Cheese produced $100 Million a year and had 100 employees prior to Halal 

certification. Ten years later, with Halal Certification, it was producing $500 Million a 

year and had over 500 employees. That is an increase that far exceeds the increase in the 

GDP. 

 

Perpetrated Myths: 
 

Iran was one of the largest importers of Australian meat prior to the revolution.  It was 

Shia Iran that required animals to face Mecca at the time of slaughter. Abattoirs at the 

time made the necessary changes so it is not something that they have to do now. On the 

other hand the majority Sunni Muslims, who are the main importers of Australian meat 

now, have no such requirement. Slaughtered animals can face any direction. 

 

Those who are claiming that this is a requirement today, are either misinformed or are 

trying to pull the wool over the eyes of the Senators and the general public.  

 

Should Halal certification of meat stops, retrenchment of both Muslims and non-

Muslims will occur. The meat industry employs 60,000 and the number Muslims 

employed are no more than 2-3%. All muslim countries require imported meat to be 

Halal certified, if this is not fulfilled then meat export to muslim countries will stop, 

which will cause meat prices to escalate and retrenchment to occur. 

 

Forty years ago, a sheep cost $2 and abattoirs paid 30 cents per carcass for Halal 

certification. Today, a sheep costs $90-120 and abattoirs are paying 25 cents per carcass 

for Halal certification. In South Australia they are paying as little as 5 cents per carcass 

for certification. The reasoning that Halal certification has increased meat prices does 

not hold true. 
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Myths about Halal: 

 
Only the Parliament can impose a tax and is administered by the government. Tax 

cannot be imposed by a private company or organisation. Calling Halal certification fee 

a tax is designed specifically to tap into the Australian aversion for taxes with the sole 

purpose of maligning Halal certification. 

 

It is understood that the Australian Taxation Office has stated that there is no such thing 

as a Halal tax. 

 

Laws are the domain of the parliament and there are no Islamic laws passed in Australia. 

Again this misinformation is designed to play on peoples fears and ignorance of Islam in 

preparation for ‘The Australian Liberty Alliance’, a xenophobic, fascist and anti-muslim 

political party, to be launched by the well-known International anti-Muslim campaigner, 

Mr Geert Wilders who is invited by the Muslim Critical, Q Society of Australia and was 

met last time he was here by the alleged Islamophobe, Senator Cory Bernardi. 

 

Islamic views of inventions: 
 

For the benefit of the detractors who like to twist words to suit themselves: “Invention 

in the form of worship are not acceptable in Islam. However inventions that help 

Muslims perform their worship are acceptable”.  

 

The Kalif Omar Ibn Abdul Aziz invented the “niche” for the Imam to lead prayers from, 

in the Mosque. Other inventions were the use of carpets in Mosques. 

 

The issuing of Halal certificates is a Koranic requirement for documentation. While it 

was not in use 40 or 50 years ago, its time has come.  

 

Terrorism: 
 

Despite all those who quote parts of verses or verses out of context, Islam does not 

condone terrorism, on the contrary Islam is totally against violence.  

 

 Australian Security Intelligence Organisation (ASIO); 

 Australian Transaction Reports and Analysis Centre (AUSTRAC); 

 Australian Crime Commission (ACC); 

 Australian Federal Police (AFP); 

 Australian Taxation Office (ATO); and 

  Reserve Bank (RB) 

 

The above entities have many ways to track terrorist activities.  None have been 

discovered in the case of Halal Certification. 

 

Those who opposed Halal certification like to state that money from Halal certification 

in Europe and America is indirectly going to Hamas Group. This is only an allegation 

and to date it remains allegation without any proof. 
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The same allegation has proved false in Australia and is refuted by the above entities.   

 

The same perpetrators of rumours and innuendos are claiming that HCAA is giving 

funds to Human Appeal International who in turn is funding Hamas. Once more this 

allegation has no basis in truth whatsoever, since that organisation was investigated 

thoroughly by the above entities here and abroad and found to be baseless 

The United Arab Emirates (UAE) has never accused Halal certifiers or the UAE owned 

and controlled charity, Human Appeal International of funding any terrorists. 

 

The myth makers are twisting Mr Chris Dawson, of the Australia Crime Commission, 

words that cleared Halal certifiers and Muslim organisation of supporting terrorism or 

are involved in money laundering. 

 

According to wikipedia the definition of ‘terrorism’ is “the unofficial or unauthorised 

use of violence and intimidation in the pursuit of political aims”. 

 

This clearly applies to those that are manipulating the public to harm the Australian 

economy for their own political ends.    

 

Product Boycotting: 
 

Australians have the right to state and feel as they please, however there are laws that 

individuals and groups have to abide by. 

 

It has been distressing to HCAA’s hard working clients, who are the backbone of the 

food industry, to receive death threats and be bullied for nothing other than doing 

business. This is an organised campaign that transcends rationality and truth, it is set out 

to exclude Muslims from society. 

 

Some businesses have removed the Halal logo from their labels through fear of attacks 

and/or vandalism 

 

It was recognised that Australia had the best Halal Certification system in the world in a 

recent conference in Malaysia.  While in the presence of representatives of the Federal 

Government and the Meat Industry, it was stated that the Australian market became 

‘unreliable’ to importers specifically because of hate campaigns offending importers 

and Australia’s reputation 

 

HCAA has made a police statement for offensive behaviour, harassment and vilification 

of several people throughout Australia under the Criminal Code Act. 

 

The Media: 
 

The Media is notorious for showing only what suits the owner’s aims and not reality. 

They continue to perpetrate the myth and misinformation issued by those who oppose 

Halal certification and perceive wrongly that it is the soft underbelly of Islam. 
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Human Rights: 

 
Freedom of Speech is one thing but when a human being’s rights are being taken away 

from Halal certifiers with regards to: 

 

 Muslims making money in Australia under Australian Law 

 Muslims operating a business or charity in Australia under Australian Law 

 Being falsely accused of terrorism  

 Vilifying Muslims under freedom of speech 

 Defaming Muslims publicly for ones own political gain 

 Not allowing Muslims to eat Halal food or have a label  

 

In the report from the Human Rights Commission for 2015 by Senator Tim Wilson it 

was stated that 44% thought it was slightly protected religious freedom and another 10% 

not protecting it at all.   

 

I would like to pay close attention to the United Nations Declaration “universal rights of 

Humans signed in 10 December 1948 all of which were adopted under Australian Law: 

 

 Article 1 all humans are born free and equal in dignity and rights 

 Article 2  all are entitled to all the rights and freedoms set forth without

  distinction of any kind such as religion 

 Article 7  all are equal before the law and are entitled without any  

  discrimination to equal protection of the law 

 Article 12  no one shall be subjected to attacks upon their honour or  

  reputation 

 Article 23  where all humans have the right to be employed and work. 

 

In the 21
st
 Century the “new racism is anti religion”.  Under Australian Law it is not 

acceptable to vilify ones race or ethnic background but it seems acceptable to vilify 

Islam.  It is against the law to vilify Jews and it is not politically correct to denigrate 

Blacks or Gays.  But Muslims can be thrown to the wolves.  Muslims do not go around 

attacking the symbols of other religions but it seems acceptable to attack Islam symbols.  

 

Non-Muslims cannot define the religion for the Muslims just like the Muslims cannot 

define theirs. 

 

 RECOMMENDATION 

Racial Discrimination Act 1975 should be changed to criminalise unfair 

treatment on the basis of religion.  

 

Defamation:  
 

Defamation and secondary boycotts are serious offences in Australian law. 

 

The Chairman of the HCAA, Mohamed El-Mouelhy has started a defamation case 

against Kirralie Smith of Halal Choices, the Q Society of Australia and others for 

fabricating facts and spreading misinformation about him as a Halal Certifier.  
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It was declared over social media by Ms Kirralie Smith of Halal Choices that she was 

the single person to instigate the “Senate Inquiry” with the help of Senator Cory 

Bernardi. The inquiry was instigated six month after the Defamation case started in 

December 2014. 

 

HalalChoices.com.au, while complaining about Muslim certifiers making gains from 

Halal certification, is itself making money from Halal certification by selling lists of 

Halal certified companies and products while it can be obtained for free from 

halalhelpline.org for over 20 years. 

 

Inquiry into Food Certification: 
 

It is known that the Senate inquiry is only focusing on Halal Certification and designed 

to include other certification to appear even handed. 

 

With no mention of other certifications that charge $10,000 for every single client to use 

their endorsement. 

 

HCAA believes Australian presenter, Charlie Pickering, The Project made correct 

assumptions in his parody about the Inquiry and should be taken into consideration of 

the inquiry. www.youtube.com/watch?v=FGS9Qpl_VNQ  

 

Transparency: 
 

Halal certification is a business to business matter and it is not between the certifier and 

the public.  All information regarding Halal is published on certifier’s, Muslim 

Governments and DAFF websites and every client is given the same information. 

 

No company is compelled to be certified, as a matter of fact it is the companies that seek 

certification not the other way around. Clients are free to move from one certifier to 

another to get the service they require. 

 

All information regarding HCAA systems are on its website for all to see. 

 

All Halal requirements are found in HCAA agreements, are in plain English and set up 

in a clear manner which leaves no room for ambiguity.  HCAA agreements are based on 

total transparency by stating the relationship between it and the Client. 

 

Retractors are asking for transparency but they are unable to state what transparency 

they require. 

 

The placing of the logo on a company’s label is a matter for the company and not the 

certifier. Companies cannot be compelled to place a religious symbol on their labels. 

 

The products supplied to the public are no different from before certification or after 

certification. 

 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FGS9Qpl_VNQ
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Constitution of Australia: 
 

All free Trade Agreements between Australia and other countries exclude religious 

matters therefore Australia is unable to influence any muslim country as to Halal 

certification.  Certifiers approved by importing countries is their sole prerogative. 

 

The Commonwealth of Australia Constitution Act – Section 116: 

Commonwealth not to legislate in respect of religion 

 

‘The commonwealth shall not make any law for establishing any religion, or 

imposing any religious observance, or prohibiting the free exercise of any 

religion, and no religious test shall be required as a qualification for any office or 

public trust under the Commonwealth’. 

 

Consumers Unaware:   
 

The detractors are saying that “Muslims can read the label and decide for themselves”. 

This is far from the truth since an ingredient cannot be obvious as Halal or Haram from 

the names of ingredients only.   

 

Also no company reveals its production system which could include other ingredients 

not mentioned on the label, this is where Halal certification is there to protect the 

Muslim community here and abroad. 

 

For example lard can be used to grease trays in the making of pies or biscuits. Farmed 

fish may be given material that is not acceptable to Muslims   

 

Misuse of Certificates: 
 

Some unscrupulous businesses are displaying certificates given to other companies to 

mislead clients into thinking they are certified.  A product loses its Halal status once the 

Halal certified goods enter into premises that are not monitored or under constant 

supervision by HCAA agents.  

 

Some companies have gone as far as falsifying certificates which is fraud. 

 

Other companies are placing HCAA trademarks without permission on non-certified 

products to enhance the status of their products.  This is also fraudulent and misleading.  

 

HCAA enforces its rights through the courts of Australia and has won landmark cases in 

the case of the misuse of its protected Trademark. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 
 
The Cattle Council of Australia (CCA) welcomes the opportunity by the Economics 
References Committee to provide comment on the current state of third party food 
certification within Australia.  
 
Cattle Council is the peak industry body representing Australia’s grassfed beef 
producers. The primary objective of the Council is to represent and progress the 
interests of Australian cattle producers. The membership of Cattle Council is 
comprised of both State Farming Organisations and also individual producers, 
through a direct membership function.  
 
Cattle Council is involved in the area of food certification through the Pasturefed 
Cattle Assurance System (PCAS). PCAS is a certification program, owned and 
operated by CCA, which provides assurances to consumers that the diets of certified 
cattle align with community expectations and common understandings of grassfed. 
The certification program was developed to provide a clear definition of what 
production practices constitute grassfed.  
 
Cattle Council views a clear definition as essential in protecting the integrity of the 
grassfed production claims on beef products. The experience of other industries, 
which did not provide clear definitions for animal production claims, clearly 
demonstrated the damage to consumer trust and important marketing terms that can 
occur when left undefined. Cattle Council wanted to ensure that the beef industry 
does not have a similar experience. PCAS ensures that there are clear definitions for 
grassfed production claims and a system of verification.  
 
CCA’s involvement within the area of third party food certification is limited to 
PCAS and as a result this submission will address Terms of Reference a, d and g. 
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II. RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
1. The Australian Government encourages and supports industries to provide 

clear definitions for animal production claims made on products. 

 

2. The Australian Government increases the resources available to the ACCC to 

ensure that false and/or misleading animal production claims made on 

products are investigated adequately.  
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III. BACKGROUND 
 

Pasturefed Cattle Assurance System (PCAS) is a certification program that provides 
assurances on grassfed production claims. The program was developed in 2012 and 
there are currently 300 certified producers within Australia.  
 
The program was primarily developed to provide a system for clearly defining what 
practices grassfed production encompassed and those that are excluded. In the past 
five years there has been an increasing demand for grassfed beef products, both 
domestically and internationally. This development presents an excellent opportunity 
for Australian grassfed beef producers. Australia has unique grassfed production 
systems that provide an international market advantage, as other nations simply 
cannot produce a consistent or plentiful supply of product.  
 
Cattle Council wanted to ensure that the industry had a clear method for defining 
grassfed production. PCAS verifies that individual producers production systems 
align with the requirements of grassfed. The grassfed module of PCAS requires that 
cattle are able to graze on open pastures their entire lifetime and are never confined 
for intensive feeding purposes. The module clearly sets out what is defined as a 
grassfed diet, and this is based on consumer expectations and also important export 
markets definitions.  Producers also have the opportunity to gain certification under 
two optional modules, which provide assurances that cattle are lifetime free from 
antibiotics and/or hormone growth promotants (HGPs). Finally, to guarantee the 
integrity of these claims all cattle within the system must be fully traceable and 
identifiable throughout their entire lifetime. These lifetime requirements guarantee 
that all treatments and diet can be accounted for.  
 
In addition to providing a means of protecting the grassfed concept, the certification 
program also provides a system for verifying the animal production claims. 
Consumers are increasingly requiring proof that there are systems of verification 
behind claims made on products to provide integrity to the statements. The process 
for PCAS certification is for producers to undertake an annual on-farm audit, which is 
conducted by a third party to safeguard the independence of the assessment. This 
process involves an approved auditor attending the producer’s property and inspecting 
their cattle, farm and records. This process ensures that the production methods 
implemented on-farm align with the requirements of PCAS.  
 
PCAS operates in a highly transparent manner with all requirements for participation 
being easily accessible to the public. The requirements of the program and a detailed 
description of the verification system are available on the PCAS website, 
www.certifiedpasturefed.com.au. This website clearly explains the requirements for 
participation and has a number of avenues for any additional questions and queries to 
be answered directly by PCAS Administration.  
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IV. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

1. The Australian Government encourages and supports industries to 

provide clear definitions for animal production claims made on products. 

Cattle Council strongly supports the ability of individual industries to define the 
content of animal production claims that are made on products. Industries are best 
placed to know the most appropriate definition for animal production claims within 
their sector, which provide the required assurances to consumer whilst being of most 
benefit to the industry.  
 
Cattle Council developed PCAS to enable the beef industry a process for providing 
assurances for grassfed production claims. This desire to develop a clear definition 
and a system of verification came in response to the problems that had been encounter 
by other agricultural industries. The damage to the integrity of certain animal 
production claims, vital to marketing, through not having a clear definition compelled 
CCA to develop PCAS.  
 
PCAS provides a clear means for the grassfed beef industry to plainly articulate a 
definition for utilising grassfed claims. Although the definition of grassfed 
underpinning PCAS is yet to gain universal acceptance within the beef industry, it is 
not an area that Cattle Council would recommend Government intervention. Currently 
there is a large amount of consultation occurring within the beef industry in relation to 
defining animal production claims. This process of consultation is essential to all 
stakeholders accepting the outcome and implementing the results that are agreed to.  
 
Whilst recognising and respecting the essential role of the Australian Government in 
the marketing of Australian products internationally, the Cattle Council believes that 
industries should have control over the definition of animal production claims. Expect 
to the extent that it necessary for international trade purposes, the Government should 
not formulate the content of production claims. The task of providing a clear 
understanding of what is encompassed within an animal production claim is a role for 
industry, through discussion with various stakeholders. This will enable innovative 
industries to be able to clearly define their animal production claims and protect their 
integrity. Those industries that choose to remain undefined should be dealt with 
through the current regime of consumer legislation, if appropriate.  
 
 

2. The Australian Government increases the resources available to the 

ACCC to ensure that false and/or misleading animal production claims 

made on products are investigated adequately.  

Cattle Council strongly supports the current consumer laws around misleading and 
false product claims. These laws are adequate in ensuring that production claims 
satisfy consumer expectations. 
 
Cattle Council recommends that the Australian Government increase the resources 
that are available to the ACCC, to ensure that these laws are upheld and that 
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misleading claims are sufficiently investigated. This is a role that would be suitable 
for the newly announced Agricultural Commissioner to fulfil, as expertise within the 
agricultural sector would be essential to conducting such investigations on animal 
production claims. Currently there are a number of animal production claims being 
made to consumers where the concept underpinning the claim is unlikely to fulfil 
community expectations. These instances need to be investigated to ensure that 
consumers are not being misled.  
 
The greater resources available to the ACCC would have additional benefits. The 
increase in resources would provide incentives for industry stakeholders and brand 
owners to develop clear definitions around claims. Industries and brand owners are 
more likely to ensure that their product claims align with consumer demands and are 
not misleading, if there is a strong possibility for a negative response from the ACCC.  
 
An increased fear of punishment from the ACCC would also help in facilitating 
industry wide stakeholder engagement in the process of developing clear definitions 
and systems of integrity around animal production claims. It would encourage all 
stakeholders to engage in these developments and this would correspondingly provide 
benefits to the consumer, through ensuring that the products purchased aligned with 
their demands.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 1453

Submission Details: Family Voice





Submission 

on  

Inquiry into the third party certification of food 

to the 

Senate Economics References Committee 
PO Box 6100 

Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600 

Telephone: 02 6277 3419 
Email: economics.sen@aph.gov.au 

Website: 
http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Economics/Food_Cert_Schem

es  

by 

FamilyVoice Australia 
4th floor, 68 Grenfell St, Adelaide SA 5000 

Telephone: 1300 365 965 
Fax: 08 8223 5850 

Email: office@fava.org.au 
Website: www.fava.org.au 

 

14 August 2015 

  

mailto:economics.sen@aph.gov.au
http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Economics/Food_Cert_Schemes
http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Economics/Food_Cert_Schemes
mailto:office@fava.org.au
http://www.fava.org.au/


Table of Contents 

1. Introduction .............................................................................................................. 1 

2. Terms of reference .................................................................................................... 1 

3. Food certification in Australia .................................................................................... 1 

3.1. Organic food certification .............................................................................................. 2 

3.2. Non-genetically modified food certification.................................................................... 2 

3.3. Heart Foundation Tick ................................................................................................... 2 

3.4. Fairtrade certification .................................................................................................... 2 

4. Religious food certification ........................................................................................ 2 

4.1. Kosher food certification ............................................................................................... 2 

4.2.  Halal food certification ................................................................................................. 3 

4.3. Halal-certified meat products ........................................................................................ 3 

4.4. Sharia regulations and the RSPCA .................................................................................. 4 

4.5. Halal certification and trade .......................................................................................... 4 

4.6. Where do halal certification fees end up? ...................................................................... 4 

5. Recommendations: .................................................................................................... 5 

6. Endnotes ................................................................................................................... 5 



FamilyVoice Submission on the inquiry into third party certification of food 1 

1. Introduction 
On 13 May 2015, The Senate referred an inquiry into third party certification of food to the Senate 
Economics References Committee for inquiry and report  by 30 November 2015. 

FamilyVoice Australia is a national Christian voice – promoting true family values for the benefit of 
all Australians.  Our vision is to see strong families at the heart of a healthy society: where marriage 
is honoured, human life is respected, families can flourish, Australia’s Christian heritage is valued, 
and fundamental freedoms are enjoyed. 

We work with people from all major Christian denominations.  We engage with parliamentarians of 
all political persuasions and are independent of all political parties.  We have full-time FamilyVoice 
representatives in all states. 

Our submission is now due on 14 August 2015 after being granted an extension of time. 

2. Terms of reference 
On 13 May 2015, the Senate referred the following matters to the Economics References Committee 
for inquiry and report by 30 November 2015: 

a. the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not limited 
to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and general food 
safety certification schemes; 

b. current labelling requirements of food certification schemes; 
c. the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees; 
d. whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make 

informed purchasing decisions; 
e. details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and the 

potential for these to impact on prices for consumers; 
f. the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and returns 

to producers; 
g. the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including, but 

not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any related matters.1 

3. Food certification in Australia  
There are numerous food certification schemes operating in Australia. Most – such as those relating 
to organic and genetically modified foods and the Heart Foundation tick of approval – have not 
attracted controversy.   

Such foods are clearly labelled, or sold in a specially marked section of supermarkets.  Consumers 
can freely choose whether or not to buy them, knowing that if they do, the price of the product is 
likely to include a small cost to cover the certification.  

There is open communication about these schemes on the internet. 
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3.1. Organic food certification 

The Federal Department of Agriculture’s Agricultural Productivity Division is the point of contact for 
domestic organic policy issues. The Department’s role includes maintaining production standards 
and certifying exports. 

Within the domestic Australian market, organic products are commonly certified by one of seven 
private bodies that base their certification standards on the National Standard for Organic and 
Biodynamic Produce Edition 3.4 July 2009 (the “National Standard”, also used for export certification).2 

An example certifying body is Australian Certified Organic, whose website clearly explains the 
certification process. 3  Companies providing organic foods state this fact on their product labels, in 
line with the Food Standards Code developed by Food Standards Australia and New Zealand 
(FSANZ).4 

There are also numerous federal, state, and territory laws which govern organic certification. 

3.2. Non-genetically modified food certification 

FSANZ regulates genetically modified foods in this country.  Their website provides full information.5 

Food products containing non-genetically modified content generally state this fact on the 
packaging.  

3.3. Heart Foundation Tick 

The Heart Foundation’s website clearly explains the requirements for foods to 
receive its tick of approval, and how the fees collected from companies allowed to 
display the tick are used.6 

3.4. Fairtrade certification 

Fairtrade is an international organisation that aims to eliminate slave labour by 
sourcing products only from companies providing workers with fair wages and 
working conditions.  Full details are provided on their website.7 

4. Religious food certification 

4.1. Kosher food certification 

Orthodox Jews make up only a very small percentage of the Australian population, and tend to live 
in communities – mainly in eastern Sydney and south eastern Melbourne – where they can walk to 
the synagogue on Saturdays.  Since a significant number of modern Jews are not orthodox, and the 
total number of Australian Jews is said to be about 100,000, less than 0.004% of Australians are 
likely to require kosher foods.8  

Unsurprisingly, supermarkets in these limited areas stock Kosher-certified foods, which are not 
generally sold in major supermarkets elsewhere.  The fees paid to Australian kosher certification 
agencies would not significantly affect non-Jewish Australians. 
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There are several such Kosher certification bodies within Australia, such as Kosher 
Australia and the Kashrut Authority. Both examples provide full information about 
the requirements for foods to be certified and labelled kosher, including fees 
charged, on their websites.9 10  

 

4.2.  Halal food certification 

The food certification schemes mentioned above have not attracted 
controversy – largely because their operations are transparent.  
Moreover the fees paid by companies for their use, while increasing 
the product price, are passed on only to those who choose to buy 
them.  

“Halal” foods – those permitted for Muslims under sharia law – have 
similar restrictions to kosher foods.  They may not contain any pork 
products, or products containing meat that has not been 
slaughtered according to sharia law, or alcohol, or food in containers 
cleaned by products with alcohol.  

But unlike kosher certification, halal certification is not transparent 
and the fees paid are passed on to all Australians, not just the 2.2% 
of Australians who identify as Muslims in the 2011 census.11  Halal-
certified products are not largely confined to shops and 
supermarkets in the communities with a high proportion of strict 
Muslims.   

There are many halal certifiers in Australia, all with different logos – 
and their processes and fees are rarely publicly available.  Below are 
just a few of the many logos visible on the internet:  

The Zabinah website (“the world’s largest guide to halal restaurants 
and markets”) lists seven different halal certifiers in Australia but 
there are said to be many more.12 

There has been considerable public disquiet about possible 
recipients of profits from halal certification – as evidenced by many 
of the submissions made to the current inquiry.  

The Australian Food and Grocery Council answers questions about 
halal certification on its website.13  

The website says, for example, that the best way to find out whether a product is halal-certified is to 
check the label.   However many halal-certified products are not labelled “halal” on their wrappers 
or packaging, instead stating it on their websites only, after a consumer backlash.14 

4.3. Halal-certified meat products 

FamilyVoice has been advised that most abattoirs listed in the South Australian White Pages kill 
cattle and sheep under sharia rules.  These rules require slaughtermen to be accredited Muslims, 

http://static.ipaustralia.com.au/store3/14/70/1470456.1.high.jpg
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who slit the throat of the animal facing Mecca, reciting a Muslim prayer.  These abattoirs provide 
meat for both local and overseas markets, but the meat for domestic use is not labelled “halal”.  
Chicken processors also use accredited Muslims to recite the prayer as the chickens are killed.  The 
chickens are not labelled “halal”. 

In these cases, Australian consumers are unable to choose whether or not to buy halal meat.  The 
fees paid by the abattoirs to the halal certifiers could increase the price of the meat – a cost 
effectively paid by all consumers, not just Muslims.  

4.4. Sharia regulations and the RSPCA 

FamilyVoice contacted the RSPCA to ascertain their view on whether sharia slaughter of animals is 
pain-free.  At that time the RSPCA spokeswoman said that Muslim authorities in Australia have 
allowed animals to be “reversibly” stunned briefly, just before the throat cutting – a less stringent 
interpretation of sharia rules – to comply with Australian law.  The spokeswoman said her 
organisation was monitoring the situation, as it still had some concerns about the nature of the 
stunning. 

Some Australians do not want to buy halal meat products because they believe that the slaughter 
process may not be as pain-free as the abattoirs claim.  Others do not want to subsidise a slaughter 
ritual involving the dedication of an animal to Allah.  Other Australians do not want to be forced to 
pay for a service they do not require.  Those wanting to avoid “halal” meat include atheists as well as 
those of other faiths.15 

4.5. Halal certification and trade 

The Australian Food and Grocery Council notes that food companies often seek halal accreditation in 
order to access markets in Muslim countries, such as Indonesia and the Middle East.16 

Australia’s agriculture minister Barnaby Joyce has warned that a ban or restrictions on halal 
slaughter in Australian abattoirs could make the whole industry unviable.17  Access to large Muslim 
markets means economies of scale in the processing of meat and other foods, from which domestic 
consumers benefit.  So even if Australian companies have to pay certification fees, it is claimed that 
the overall reduction in costs means lower prices locally. 

4.6. Where do halal certification fees end up? 

However, Mr Joyce’s statement has not satisfied those who want to be able to choose whether or 
not to buy halal-certified foods, for religious or other reasons.  Nor has he satisfied those who are 
calling for more transparency about the final destination of fees paid to the many different halal 
certifiers in Australia. 

Herald Sun columnist Andrew Bolt quotes one Australian halal certifier’s website which says that 
“the service fees paid to Halal Australia for certification and accreditation are used to maintain the 
normal costs of running a registered business in Australia”.18 

Halal Australia says its profits “DO NOT” support any terrorist activities or any violent, politically 
motivated religious organisations. 

But Andrew Bolt points out that Halal Australia says virtually nothing about where the fees actually 
go, or who collects them.  Clearly, much more transparency in halal certification is needed. 
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5. Recommendations: 
1. The Australian government should require all certified food products, including 

halal-certified foods, to be clearly labelled on their packaging. 

2. The Australian government should require vendors of unpackaged foods, such 
as meat, to inform customers of any applicable certification, including halal-
certification. 

3. The Australian government should require certification processes in this 
country, including halal certification, to be consistent and transparent, with full 
public accountability for fees received. 
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July 31, 2015 
 
Senate Standing Committees on Economics 
PO Box 6100 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600 
E: economics.sen@aph.gov.au 
 
Comments: Senate Inquiry into Third Party Food Certification Systems 

 
Dear Senators: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to submit our comments on the committee’s Terms of 
Reference. We would also welcome an opportunity to be heard. 

Gene Ethics: envisages and works for a safer, more equitable and more sustainable GM-
free food supply. We are a not-for-profit educational and policy network of over 6,000 
citizens and public interest groups that want the precautionary principle, scientific evidence 
and the law rigorously applied to all proposed uses of genetic manipulation (GM) 
techniques and their products. We generate and distribute accurate information and 
analysis on the ethical, environmental, social and economic impacts of GM. Our education 
programs critically assess GM for the public, policy-makers and interest groups. 

Food certification and verification systems are ubiquitous. They are critical to producing, 
purveying and providing the wonderful array of diverse and affordable foods reliably 
available in Australia. Without these systems we would be much less empowered, well 
informed and trustful of the safety, quality and embodied ethics that we expect of our food 
supply. 

Please favourably consider our recommendations and the evidence which follow. 

Yours sincerely, 

         

Bob Phelps 

Executive Director 

With the support of:      
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Introduction: 
 
Effective third-party food certification and verification systems have a crucial and central 
role to play, to ensure the integrity of our whole food supply. They will operate best in 
conjunction with strong, precautionary food laws, regulations and standards. 
 
Verification and certification systems have similar goals and the terms appear frequently to 
be used interchangeably. While verification generally relies on good faith assurances and 
the paper trails that certification systems also use, certification may also include chemical 
testing, physical monitoring, and prescribed practices and processes. 
 
A significant goal of food certification systems should be that all foods are safe to eat, 
have a positive impact on health and empower shoppers to spend their food budgets 
wisely - to consciously meet their families’ needs, ensure their health and safety, and 
accord with their social and ethical values.  
 
Effective food certification systems therefore depend on imparting full, fair and frank 
information through good labeling that discloses the facts about processes of production 
as well as the character of end products. Food labels should be ad-free zones with 
marketing to sway shoppers for or against buying a product carried on through other 
communication channels. There are no grounds for opposing a label with the argument 
that fully-informed shoppers may reject the product. 
 
The inclusion of relevant information on food labels, where certified processes of 
production are used, ensures that food certification systems also deliver the quality, 
consistency and certainty expected of them. The success or failure of all certification and 
labeling systems relies on: 
 

a. delivering benefits to every participant in the food supply chain, from seed to 
spoon, and  

b. encouraging purchasing decisions that back the brand which certifiers create by 
doing their jobs well.  
 

Clear messaging and labeling is essential to engender and maintain shopper confidence, 
understanding and trust in independent, third party monitored food certification systems. It 
is essential that trust in these systems is not misplaced or betrayed. Openness and 
transparency through honest and complete public information and clear, honest and 
unambiguous labeling should be an effective and appropriate antidote to suspicion or 
mistrust. 
 
Any increased prices of certified food to shoppers should be transparent. This pays for the 
processes and practices certified to meet standards that are well understood and agreed 
between suppliers and shoppers. Maintaining and monitoring the veracity and verification 
of certification standards should be a joint food industry, governments and shoppers’ 
responsibility. 
	  
Recommendations:	  
	  
We recommend that the committee of inquiry: 
 

• reconfirm that third party certification and verification systems are an integral part of 
all food production systems in Australia;  
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• acknowledge the major contribution that certification systems make to shopper 
confidence and economic activity in the food and related industries, which employ 
many people in the cities and regional Australia; 

• find that organic, kosher, halal, GM-free and food safety certification systems all 
have a legitimate role to play in meeting the food needs and preferences of 
significant segments of the Australian food buying public; 

• The Forum require FSANZ to enforce the labelling laws, so there is compliance with 
the certification requirements of GM standard 1.5.2; 

• food produced under third party certification systems be required to be labelled, as 
such, to ensure the food industry, governments and shoppers have a sound basis 
for maintaining trust, loyalty and purchases; 

• zero tolerance apply to both certified GM and GM-free foods, so that all foods made 
using GM techniques are labeled, without exception, and that all GM-free labeled 
foods must contain no detectable GM product; 

• exemptions from GM labeling standard 1.5.2, for refined and other classes of GM 
foods, be removed from the standard; 

• foods made using new technologies and processes, verified by their inclusion in 
Standard 1.5, only be approved for sale with an identifying label; 

• labeling of foods regulated under Standard 1.5 be reviewed after thirty years of 
demonstrated safe use in the commercial human food supply, as Blewett 
recommended; 

• food regulators and the ACCC first counsel food processors if they market products 
outside the requirements of Standard 1.5, to gain compliance without litigation; 

• industry certification systems be augmented with an ongoing program of 
independent monitoring, testing and oversight; 

• food certification systems be defined by publicly agreed and accessible standards, 
set and administered by Standards Australia; 

• processes for rationalization by all certifiers, for their respective certification 
systems, be instituted. 

• the labeling of the products from food certification systems be fully informative, to 
authentically reflect our community’s contemporary values and priorities; 

• a very broad range of interest groups and the general public to play a key part in 
determining the role that certification and verification systems will play; 

• embed enforceable standards in certification and verification systems to ensure that 
the shoppers and industry both achieve optimum results; 

• where the food industry is de-regulated, co-regulated or where shopper values are 
the main influence on industry food labeling decisions, ways be explored to 
encourage the establishment of certification systems and labeling, particularly 
where food processing techniques are new e.g. irradiation, GM and nanomaterials; 

• to avoid a clear conflict of interest, government applicants for the irradiation of 
tropical fruits and vegetables (or other foods) abstain from all discussions and 
decisions in the Food Forum on whether or not irradiated foods will continue to 
carry mandatory labels; 

• no general changes to the establishment or conduct of food certification systems 
are justified on the basis of their additional costs to shoppers, provided their 
certified products are labeled as such; 

• food labels have a legitimate and cost effective role in communicating the purpose 
and benefits of the production systems to shoppers who are then empowered to 
make fully-informed and rational purchasing decisions; 

• the legitimate costs of effective certification and verification systems can be 
legitimately passed on to shopper sin the price of food; 
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• the Australian government inquire further into the role that certification and 
verification systems and consequent labeling could play to further empower local 
shoppers and foreign buyers to make fully informed purchasing decisions, through 
excellent labels that meet their right to know where, how and by whom food is 
produced. 

• a national Farmer Protection Fund be created, with a levy collected on all sales of 
GM seed, so that anyone (especially certified organic or other supply chains) 
sustaining losses, extra costs or harm as a result of GM contamination would be 
automatically compensated; 

• the need for a protection fund for other certified producers be explored. 
• investigate the bona fides of the many other organisations that hold themselves out 

to operate food certification or verification systems, such as the Heart Foundation 
implies by its Heart Tick.  

 
Our Comments on the Terms of Reference 
 
1. the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but 

not limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically modified 
food and general food safety certification schemes; 
 

The best available measure of the extent of food certification systems is their contribution 
to economic activity. This should be assessed in the context of the Australian food and 
beverage, grocery manufacturing and fresh produce industries that in 2012-13:  
 

“had a total turnover of $114 billion; … 28.9 per cent of the total Australian 
manufacturing industry turnover. … employed 299,731 people, representing about 
33.7 percent of all manufacturing industry jobs. … (in) over 27,469 businesses 
consisting of some of the largest globally significant multinational companies to 
small and medium enterprises. … over $55.9 billion of the nation’s international 
trade. 1 

 
Certified supply chains are a significant part of the total food industry activity in Australia. 
For instance: 

 
a. Australian Food News reports that:  

“The organic industry is now valued at over $1.72 billion, representing a 15.4 per 
cent compound annual growth rate (CAGR) since 2009.” 2  
And an IBIS World market research report on Organic Farming in Australia (not the 
whole industry) found revenue of $613 million, annual growth from 2010-15 of 
11.1%, and 9,024 people employed in 2,216 businesses. “Australia has the largest 
area of organic farmland in the world, at an estimated 11.0 million hectares. … one 
of the economy's best performing industries over the past five years. … provides a 
variety of products, with the key performers being beef, fruit, vegetables and 
poultry." 3 

b. A CBS Marketwatch report (2003):  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
1 http://www.afgc.org.au/key-projects/state-of-the-industry/ 
 
2 http://ausfoodnews.com.au/2014/12/10/australias-appetite-for-organic-foods-at-record-levels.html  
 
3 http://www.ibisworld.com.au/industry/default.aspx?indid=1912  
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“valued the entire kosher food market at more than USD $650 billion (including both 
ingredients and consumer based products). … 75% of all food ingredients 
manufactured world-wide are kosher certified.” 4 

c. A Dubai Chamber of Commerce report says:  
“the global halal market is expected to be worth US$1.6 trillion by 2018, up from 
US$1.1 trillion in 2013. Halal food made up 16.6 percent of the total world food 
market in 2013, and by 2018 this is expected to rise to 17.4 percent.” 5 

d. Non-GMO Foods: U.S. Market Perspective, reported in 2013 that:  
“… non-GMO food and beverage sales in the U.S. will be approximately $178 billion 
in 2013, accounting for almost a quarter of all food and beverage sales. … and 
could represent 30% of the market with a value of $264bn in 2017. However, 
should GMO labelling become mandatory, non-GMO sales could account for up to 
40% of the market by 2017.” 6 7 

 
Halal certification systems are the main media and public campaign focus of this inquiry 
but claims of flaws in its practice, intent and effects do not appear to be evidence-based or 
borne out by the claims in most submissions to the committee.  
 
There are real negative economic impacts of unsubstantiated campaigns against any 
certification system and its products. For instance, ABC online reports that: 
  

“An aggressive social media campaign pushing for a boycott on Halal products has 
forced a South Australian company to drop the accreditation and ditch a deal that 
was worth $50,000 a year. The Fleurieu Milk and Yoghurt Company came under 
fire last week on its social media page with people suggesting the fee it paid to 
become Halal-certified was being used to fund terrorism. … because of the 
campaign and a wish to avoid negative publicity the company decided to end its 
yoghurt supply deal with Emirates.” 8 

 
At least some resistance to certification systems may be driven by non-certified sections of 
the food industry that are negatively affected by shoppers favouring certified products. 
Scares are possibly backed by rival industries that may lose market share to those who 
are certified. For instance, in the USA, Fortune Magazine notes:  
 

“Major packaged-food companies lost $4 billion in market share alone last year, as 
shoppers swerved to fresh and organic alternatives.”  
 
So Fortune asks its readers: “Can the supermarket giants win you back? Try this 
simple test. Say the following out loud: Artificial colors and flavors. Pesticides. 
Preservatives. High-fructose corn syrup. Growth hormones. Antibiotics. Gluten. 
Genetically modified organisms.” 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
4 http://www.ka.org.au/index.php/Kosher_Certification_Guidelines.html 
 
5 http://www.foodmag.com.au/Features/Halal-certification-a-gateway-to-export-markets  
 
6 http://www.foodnavigator-usa.com/Markets/Packaged-Facts-Non-GMO-foods-will-account-for-30-of-US-
food-and-beverage-retail-sales-by-2017 
 
7 http://www.reuters.com/article/2014/04/17/research-and-markets-idUSnBw176164a+100+BSW20140417  
 
8 http://www.abc.net.au/news/2014-11-09/company-drops-halal-certification-due-to-social-media-
pressure/5877584 



	   6	  

 
It reports that: “The search for authenticity has led organic food sales to more than 
triple over the past decade and increase 11% last year alone to $35.9 billion, 
according to the Organic Trade Association. If your products are non-GMO, 
organic, and have no artificial ingredients, says Simon (of Hain Celestial), you’re 
always going to give up 10% to 15% on margin.”  
 

Despite slimmer margins, demand for authenticity is so strong that growth in turnover 
favours products that are certified to make these claims on their labels and in ads. The 
Fortune article teases out one contest in the USA for the dollars that shoppers have to 
spend on the food of their informed choice: 
 

“The smartest thing you can do as a CEO right now is to side with the consumer,” 
says Stonyfield’s Hirshberg, who is also the chairman and co-founder of the pro-
GMO labeling group Just Label It, and clearly has a dog in the fight. … Campbell 
Soup has been caught in the middle of the controversy. It helped fund industry anti-
labeling efforts in two states before backing off.” 9 

 
Recommendations:  
 
We recommend that the committee: 

• reconfirm that third party certification and verification systems are an integral part of 
all food production systems in Australia;  

• acknowledge the major contribution that certification systems make to shopper 
confidence and economic activity in the food and related industries, which employ 
many people in the cities and regional Australia; 

• find that organic, kosher, halal, GM-free and food safety certification systems all 
have a legitimate role to play in meeting the food needs and preferences of 
significant segments of the Australian food buying public. 

 
2. current labeling requirements of food certification schemes; 
 
Good food labeling is about honesty, fair dealing and respecting all shoppers’ right to know 
the how, why, whom, where and what of the foods we eat. Labels should be full, fair and 
factual, not puffery, promotion or patronage.  
 
Industry claims, that labeling all new production processes would demonise, discredit or 
disadvantage their product, are misplaced. Recent research reconfirms that labels – even 
about controversial GM products – are unlikely to greatly change pre-existing attitudes or 
buying patterns. For instance, Kodolinsky is reported saying of her recent study: 
 

“Results showed no evidence that attitudes toward GMOs are strengthened in 
either a positive or negative way due to a desire for labels that indicate the product 
contains GM ingredients.” 10 

 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
9 http://fortune.com/2015/05/21/the-war-on-big-food/  
 
10 http://modernfarmer.com/2015/07/will-gmo-labeling-scare-off-customers/ 
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Good labelling can help the food industry, governments and shoppers sort out any 
differences they may have. Bad or non-existent labels leave shoppers in the dark and this 
inevitably leads to loss of trust, loyalty and sales. 
 
2a. GM food labeling 
 
Strong and growing Australian demand for products with their certified GM-free status on 
the label is largely driven by the lack of frank GM labels. Openness & candour will be 
essential in the final resolution of the GM and GM-free labeling debate.  
 
The Office of Gene Technology Regulator (OGTR) licenses genetically manipulated (GM) 
crop seeds and other living organisms to be sold and grown. OGTR licences for the 
commercial sale and release of GM seed include no restrictions or requirements on the 
labelling of GM seed or its products. Any certification falls under industry guidelines that 
may be agreed with State and Commonwealth Agriculture Departments. 
 
Food Standards Australia New Zealand (FSANZ) approves all GM foods (crops, animals 
and microbial products, processing aids and additives, colourings and flavourings, etc.) for 
sale, with the agreement and oversight of The Australia and New Zealand Ministerial 
Forum on Food Regulation {The Forum} which comprises the Health Ministers of all 
jurisdictions. 
 
FSANZ approves GM foods under Standard 1.5.2. 11 The Standard allows so many 
exemptions from GM labelling that virtually no foods in the Australian food supply require a 
GM label. In any case, where a whole food or unprocessed ingredient does require a label, 
it would be a passing reference to ‘genetically modified’ in tiny type in the ingredients 
panel. 12 
 
Exemptions from any requirement for GM labelling include: 
 

a. “GM foods that do not contain any novel DNA or protein or altered characteristics.” 
These are refined ingredients, such as vegetable oils, starches and sugars, from 
which FSANZ claims processing has removed “DNA and protein from the food, 
including novel DNA and novel protein.” FSANZ frames this to misleadingly imply 
that all DNA and protein are removed, but the amount of DNA and protein 
remaining in refined products can vary substantially with different refining 
processes. 

b. “Flavours containing novel DNA or protein in a concentration of no more than 
0.1%.” 

c. Restaurant meals. 
d. Though not expressly listed, all eggs, meat and milk from animals fed GM feed are 

also exempt from any GM labelling. Australian GM cotton and canola trash may be 
used in animal feed, along with soy meal imports from North and South America 
totalling 675,000 tonnes in 2014. 13 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
11 https://www.comlaw.gov.au/Series/F2008B00628  
 
12 http://www.foodstandards.gov.au/consumer/gmfood/labelling/Pages/default.aspx 
 
13 http://www.indexmundi.com/agriculture/?country=au&commodity=soybean-meal&graph=imports  
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e. “Labelling is also not required when there is no more than 1% (per ingredient) of an 
approved GM food unintentionally present as an ingredient or processing aid in a 
non-GM food. This means labelling is not required when a manufacturer genuinely 
orders non-GM ingredients but finds that up to 1% of an approved GM ingredient is 
accidentally mixed in non-GM ingredient.”  
 

The problems with this final FSANZ fail-safe, wriggle-room clause is a lack of enforcement. 
Industry lobby group the Infant Nutrition Council admits they are incapable of producing 
infant formula without any GM content, and that such a requirement is “unrealistic and 
unworkable.” Despite this, baby formulas marketed by member companies remain without 
GM labels. 14  

 
Greenpeace Australia Pacific commissioned repeated tests of Australian infant formula 
and GM soy contamination was found time after time. FSANZ disputed the results of these 
third party certified tests that found unlabelled samples contained GM contamination.  
 
Instead of accepting this evidence of long-standing, routine and intentional GM 
contamination, and requiring the products to be labelled as such, FSANZ commissioned 
its own testing of six samples. These tests also identified GM contamination of unlabelled 
formula. However, the regulator says of this GM contamination:  
 

“all of the levels found in the positive tests were below the threshold level of 1% 
required for mandatory labelling when an approved GM food is present 
unintentionally.” 15  

 
A Greenpeace campaigner rightly complained: 

 
“We have spent the last year testing their products and finding varying levels of GM 
contamination and every time we did these same manufacturers said it was ‘an 
accident’ that their products contain GM.” 17 

 
The GM labeling debate also continues unabated in North America. For now, those 
sections of the US food industry that reject mandatory GM labeling, and are frustrated with 
state by state campaigning, may think they have won. Congressman Pompeo’s Safe and 
Accurate Food Labeling Act of 2015 16, which just passed the Congress, is intended to 
block US states from requiring GMO labels on food. 17  
 
But, as in Australia, if the US Act passes into law there will be no meaningful GM labels on 
the vast majority of foods made using genetic manipulation techniques because they are 
refined. As a result, the increase in shopper purchases of foods that are labelled ‘certified’ 
or ‘verified’ GM-free, or organic, may become a stampede. 
 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
14 http://ausfoodnews.com.au/2011/05/03/non-gm-baby-formula-unrealistic-industry.html  
 
15 http://www.foodstandards.gov.au/science/surveillance/pages/surveyofgminsoybased5068.aspx  
16 http://pompeo.house.gov/gmo/ 
 
17 http://thehill.com/blogs/floor-action/house/248974-house-passes-gmo-labeling-reform-bill 
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Already the huge demand for GM-free foods in North America, that the Non-GMO Project 
18 verifies, has created premiums for farmers but also a shortage of certified non-GM soy 
and corn seed. 19 20  
 
This represents a great export opportunity for Australia’s certified GM-free seed producers, 
to benefit from filling a niche market. Certification that seed is produced under conditions, 
which ensure it is true to type and label, is an essential feature of the certified crop seed 
supply. 
 
Recommendations: 
 
We ask the committee recommend that:  
 

• The Forum requires FSANZ to enforce the labelling laws, so there is compliance 
with the certification requirements of GM standard 1.5.2.  

• food produced under third party certification systems be required to be labelled, as 
such, to ensure the food industry, governments and shoppers have a sound basis 
for maintaining trust, loyalty and sales. 

 
2b. GM-free food labelling 
 
The present system is also inherently unfair to food processors which make genuine GM-
free claims based on verification and certification systems, as they risk litigation if any 
accidental GM contamination occurs. 
 

FSANZ says of ‘GM free’ and ‘non-GM’ claims that they are: “made voluntarily by 
food manufacturers and are subject to relevant fair trading laws in Australia and 
New Zealand which prohibit representations about food that are, or likely to be, 
false, misleading or deceptive.” 21 
 

The Australian Consumer and Competition Commission (ACCC) exercises policy and 
regulatory oversight on the veracity of GM-free labels. In January 2002 the ACCC said it 
had:  
 

"… particular interest in ensuring compliance with the Trade Practices Act 1974. … 
There is no room for ambiguity with a 'GM Free' claim. Businesses must be able to 
verify any labelling claim. Businesses should take care to ensure that any voluntary 
claims do not contradict the Standard or constitute false, misleading or deceptive 
conduct under section 52 of the Act. The ACCC will be looking for documented 
verification systems underpinned by an effective Trade Practices compliance 
program." 22 

 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
18 http://www.nongmoproject.org/ 
 
19 http://www.non-gmoreport.com/articles/jul08/non-gmo_soybean_seed.php 
 
20 http://www.non-gmoreport.com/articles/january2013/Demand-growing-for-non-GMO-corn-seed.php  
 
21 http://www.foodstandards.gov.au/industry/labelling/pages/default.aspx 
 
22 http://www.accc.gov.au/media-release/accc-watches-new-labelling-of-gm-foods 
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In stark contrast to the weak laws on labelling GM ingredients and their lax enforcement, 
there is zero tolerance for any accidental or adventitious presence of identifiable GM 
material in products labelled GM-free. The ACCC was clear that any level of detectable 
GM presence in GM-free labelled products is indefensible, even where accidental 
contamination occurs. 
 
There is strong shopper demand for certified or verified GM-free labels. But no formal 
certification system exists for products on which GM-free or similar claims are made. 
Constant GM-free testing and certification would be expensive and drive up food prices. 
 
Some processors dare to risk the wrath of the ACCC by labelling GM-free to meet the 
strong and growing demand from shoppers. But the threat of litigation is a major deterrent 
to labelling GM-free that seriously disadvantages GM-free shoppers. 
 
Processors and retailers are loath to label GM-free in case a GM-free labelled product is 
detected as GM contaminated. Even large businesses that may have the resources to do 
third party certified testing to ensure compliance – e.g. Campbell Arnotts; Coles; 
Metcash/IGA and Sanitarium, 23 when asked, verify that the ingredients in their home 
brand products are GM-free but will not label them because of well-founded concerns that 
GM contamination may lead to litigation over deceptive conduct which would damage their 
brand. 24  
 
In response to shopper complaints, the ACCC used its powers in December 2004 to 
negotiate a settlement over misleading GM-free labelling of meat, milk and eggs from 
animals fed GM feed. After the settlement, ACCC Deputy Chair, Ms Louise Sylvan 
(formerly with CHOICE magazine) made this announcement: 
  

“Baiada Poultry Pty Ltd, the third largest poultry producer in Australia, has begun 
relabelling its Lilydale Select Free Range chicken products following discussions 
with the ACCC. Previously, labels on trays of Lilydale chicken fillets stated that the 
chickens were 'not genetically modified'. However, as the feed given to Baiada's 
chickens may contain genetically modified soy, the ACCC believed that the claim 
could be misleading, as it potentially conveyed to consumers that the feed used 
was GM-free. … "The ACCC is watching 'GM-free' claims closely in the market and 
reminds food producers more generally that within the strong wording of our 
misleading conduct laws, 'free' has to mean 'free'". 25 

 
This was a good outcome and a useful precedent. However, FSANZ’s weak enforcement 
of the GM food labeling standards makes it necessary to redress the inherent unfairness 
between GM and GM-free labeling requirements, where all foods: 
 

• now made using GM techniques remain unlabelled because of FSANZ’ 
misapplication of a 1% tolerance for ‘unintentional’ presence; but 

• labelled as certified or verified GM-free, non-GM or similar, have zero tolerance for 
any detectable presence of GM whatsoever that ACCC enforces. 

 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
23 http://safefoodfoundation.org/aussies-say-no-to-gm-wheat/  
 
24 http://safefoodfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/12-228-GE-Wheat-Report_FINAL.pdf  
 
25 https://www.accc.gov.au/media-release/changes-to-gm-free-chicken-labelling-under-way  
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Recommendations: 
 
We ask the committee to recommend that:  
 

• zero tolerance apply to both certified GM and GM-free foods, so that all foods made 
using GM techniques are labeled, without exception, and that all GM-free labeled 
foods must contain no detectable GM product; and 

• exemptions from GM labeling standard 1.5.2, for refined and other classes of GM 
foods, be removed from the standard. 

 
2c. Labeling other novel food production processes and technologies 
 
Pasteurisation was once a controversial new treatment for dairy and other foods. Yet after 
decades of use most milk labels still mention ‘pasteurised’, as verification that the product 
is heat-treated and safe. 
 
Food Standards 1.5.1 (Novel Foods); 1.5.2 (Food Produced Using Gene Technology) and 
1.5.3 (Irradiation of Food) 26 require FSANZ to do a pre-market assessment and issue an 
approval. Labels are also required to disclose the use of new processes and materials.  
 
Some scientific and other experts, and a large body of well-informed shoppers, contest the 
health, social, environmental, ethical and other impacts of some or all new food production 
processes now covered by Standard 1.5. They also want nanomaterials and other 
innovations which have a limited or nil history of safe use in the commercial food supply to 
be included in the standard.  
 
Requests for better labeling laws arise primarily from shoppers right to know and to be 
informed, not necessarily from questions over the safety status of the products. As 
regulators assert, they do not with impunity allow unsafe foods into the food supply. 
 
Yet the food industry spends large resources to resist labeling ‘genetically manipulated’ 
(and other emerging gene editing techniques such as CRISPR 27) or ‘treated with ionizing 
radiation’ (to disinfest, sterilise or extend shelf life by exposing food to energy equal to 1.5 
million to 10 million x-rays) or ‘processed and packaged using nanomaterials’ (Blewett 
recommended regulation under Standard 1.5). 
 
We assert that foods made using new technologies and processes should not be 
approved for sale without a label and Labeling Logic, 28 the independent review of food 
labeling chaired by Neal Blewett, recommended that the labeling of such novel commercial 
foods be required for 30 years before the labeling is reviewed. However, The Forum 29 did 
not adopt this recommendation. 
 
 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
26 https://www.comlaw.gov.au/Details/F2013C00142 
 
27 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2pp17E4E-O8 
 
28http://www.foodlabellingreview.gov.au/internet/foodlabelling/publishing.nsf/content/48c0548d80e715bcca25
7825001e5dc0/$file/labelling%20logic_2011.pdf  
 
29 http://www.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/foodsecretariat-anz.htm  
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Recommendations:   
 
We ask the committee to recommend that:  
 
• foods made using new technologies and processes, verified by their inclusion in 

Standard 1.5, only be approved for sale with an identifying label; 
• labeling of foods regulated under Standard 1.5 be reviewed after thirty years of 

demonstrated safe use in the commercial human food supply; 
• food regulators and the ACCC first counsel food processors if they market products 

outside the requirements of Standard 1.5 to gain compliance without litigation; and 
• industry certification systems be augmented with an ongoing program of independent 

monitoring, testing and oversight. 
 

3. the need for labeling on products produced by companies that pay certification 
fees; 

 
Consider what our community would lose if the quantum of certified and labeled food 
products available to shoppers were greatly reduced. We may see:  

 
a. food safety compromised;  
b. preventative health messages disappear; 
c. foods tailored to our special needs and preferences unavailable; 
d. food marketers with more discretion to withhold key information;  
e. food certification and verification systems cease to exist. 

 
The loss of positive economic activity would be huge and loss of confidence in the 
commercial food supply would likely spell the end of many enterprises. 
 
The commercial viability and success of all food certification and verification systems relies 
on shoppers buying the products. So the labeling of certified foods is essential, to enable 
producers who pay fees for certification to recoup their outlays. For a system to deliver 
these returns, shoppers must be well informed, to enable them to exercise their 
preferences for certified products over others, especially those that may be cheaper.  
 
By preferring a certified product that is labeled, to cover its costs, a shopper is generally 
also willing to pay some premium for the benefits that certification delivers.  
 
The US experience of organic certification may teach us something about the organisation 
of certification systems and oversight. In her Masters thesis Katherine Chodil notes: 
 

“Patchwork methods of organic certification and consumer confusion about organic 
food in the United States resulted in the implementation of national standards for 
the production and labelling in the National Organic Program. Since most producers 
see organic certification as a marketing tool, labelling guidelines are one of the 
most important sections in certification standards. … The uniform national standard 
for organics significantly impacts the market by increasing buyer confidence (Fetter 
& Caswell, 2002). 30 

 
The Australian organic industry is already some way towards achieving this goal but 
others may also be well advised to apply this paradigm. 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
30 http://ufdcimages.uflib.ufl.edu/UF/E0/02/01/57/00001/chodil_k.pdf  
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Recommendations:  
 
We ask the committee to recommend that: 
 

• food certification systems be defined by publicly agreed and accessible standards, 
set and administered by Standards Australia; 

• processes for rationalization by all certifiers, for their respective certification 
systems, be instituted. 

 
4. whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers 

to make informed purchasing decisions; 
 

Openness & candour on labels is key to empowering everyone to shop well – with trust 
and confidence that all certification and verification systems will deliver what they promise. 
Food processors and marketers must disclose all relevant processes of production on their 
food labels, especially where those are new and regulated under Standard 1.5.  
 
Withholding information from shoppers affects our right to make rational decisions and 
also distorts markets. Failure to fully label foods nullifies the benefits that free marketeers 
claim for both the public and personal good. These could only be optimised where 
everyone in a market – both buyers and sellers - have the same information and are 
enabled to make fully informed and rational decisions.  
 
The choices of well-informed shoppers can deliver optimum benefits to us and the whole 
food system - economic, health, nutrition and satisfaction. 
 
4a. the food labeling review 
 
Food labeling laws and policy are in transition. 31 Through The Forum, the Health Ministers 
of all Australian and New Zealand governments considered the findings and 
recommendations of Labeling Logic 32 the Final Report of the Review of Food Labeling 
Law and Policy committee chaired by Neal Blewett, published in 2011.	  
	  
The governments comprising The Forum selectively rejected, accepted or modified the 
various findings of Labeling Logic. FSANZ is now progressively preparing for 
implementation of the policy options that were adopted. 33 
 
In its response to the Labeling Logic report, The Forum agrees that:  

“Certification and its acknowledgement on labels are far more than the mere 
whims of shoppers as Blewett would have us believe. People expect labels to be 
fully informative for a host of reasons.” 28 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
31http://www.foodlabellingreview.gov.au/internet/foodlabelling/publishing.nsf/content/home 
 
32 http://www.foodlabellingreview.gov.au/internet/foodlabelling/publishing.nsf/content/labelling-logic  
 
33http://www.foodlabellingreview.gov.au/internet/foodlabelling/publishing.nsf/content/ADC308D3982EBB24C
A2576D20078EB41/$File/FoFR%20response%20to%20the%20Food%20Labelling%20Law%20and%20Poli
cy%20Review%209%20December%202011.pdf  
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We concur with this view and contend that it should be strongly reflected in policy. 
However, The Forum and FSANZ then uncritically adopted Labelling Logic’s Food 
Labelling Hierarchy which ties Dominant Modes of regulatory intervention and label 
requirements to assumptions, perceptions and definitions of Risk. This relegates New 
Technologies and Consumer Value Issues to the bottom of the hierarchy, where they are 
under-regulated and mostly left to the food industry’s discretion. 

Third party certification and verification systems already have a large and positive role in 
ensuring that shoppers are fully informed and empowered to make objective purchasing 
decisions about all foods, at whatever level they stand in the proposed hierarchy. 

 34 

Where there are potential direct, acute and immediate threats to health, HACCP and other 
food safety certification systems are essential for safety assurance and provide a good 
basis for mandatory labelling. As the most ubiquitous, monitored and enforced. Safety 
systems are also likely to be the most expensive to implement. Yet few objections are 
raised to their necessity or desirability. 

Certification and verification should also ensure that labels offer preventative health 
information and advice based on sound and durable evidence, not merely trends or food 
fads. Such objective systems may also assist in delivering consistent and honest 
messages that are not over-simplified or tainted by commerce as, for instance, the Heart 
Tick may have become.  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
34http://www.foodlabellingreview.gov.au/internet/foodlabelling/publishing.nsf/content/48C0548D80E715BCC
A257825001E5DC0/$File/Food%20Labelling%20Issues%20Hierarchy%20Diagram.pdf  
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Foods made using, or containing, new technologies need certification and verification to 
underpin mandatory product labelling. We are unhappy that The Forum did not adopt 
Blewett’s recommendation that 30 years should elapse before the mandatory labels on 
new technologies and their products are reviewed. This means the timing of reviews will 
be less subject to industry lobbying and political decisions. A precautionary, objective and 
rational approach based on a body of consistent, independent and agreed scientific 
evidence is preferable. 

With weak regimes for both GM and GM-free labels, shoppers are kept in the dark and 
disadvantaged. Only certified organic and verified GM-free labeled products offer a clear 
choice for those who seek foods that are GM-free. This is an unacceptable state of affairs.  
 
GM wheat is being researched and developed. Standard 1.5.2 now requires that such 
wheat be labelled, as it would contain high levels of the foreign DNA and protein that 
should presently trigger labelling. The Forum has given no undertaking that it would not 
commission a FSANZ review to amend GM labelling laws so that GM wheat could enter 
the human food supply unlabelled. 
Further evidence that all Australian and New Zealand governments agree with labelling 
based on third party certification or accreditation systems was The Forum’s response to 
Blewett’s report that:  

“suggested there was a need to develop an approach to manage the food labelling 
response to the highly diverse range of consumer values issues such as the welfare 
of animals, religious beliefs, environmental issues, human rights and methods of 
production. … largely the role of self-regulatory measures initiated by industry.”  

The committee should asses the extent to which the response to widely and deeply-held 
community values should be ‘largely’ industry’s role or whether verification and certification 
of systems to protect human or animal rights, etc. should be co-regulated.  

The Forum also says:  

“A number of industry sectors have already commenced work in this area, including 
on the development of voluntary codes of practice, certification regimes and 
voluntary standards. … The Forum therefore emphasises the need for industry to 
collaborate with special interest groups in this process, as recommended by the 
review panel.” 35 

Those ‘special interest groups’ should be broadly defined so that contemporary community 
values and perspectives play an integral role and are considered on a par with industry’s 
aspirations and goals. 

The Forum is sympathetic to Blewett’s recommendation 37, on the setting of livestock 
standards, which says:  

“Standards Australia and Standards New Zealand processes utilise broadly based 
stakeholder input, technical rigour and a consensus-based approach to develop 
agreed voluntary standards. These standards may be augmented by third-party 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
35http://www.foodlabellingreview.gov.au/internet/foodlabelling/publishing.nsf/content/ADC308D3982EBB24C
A2576D20078EB41/$File/FoFR%20response%20to%20the%20Food%20Labelling%20Law%20and%20Poli
cy%20Review%209%20December%202011.pdf 
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certification or accreditation processes (where appropriate) to provide a robust 
self-regulatory regime.”  

To ensure animal rights and welfare in the live export trade, for instance, third party 
certification and accreditation systems are now widely accepted as the foundation of a 
social contract in which the industry has adopted widely held social values. The good 
governance and maintenance of acceptable standards in these systems is the proper role 
of regulators.  

The Forum also supports Blewett’s recommendation 38, which should also inform the work 
of this committee. It says:   

“That the value of industry-initiated self-regulatory intervention be recognised and 
that industry in collaboration with special interest groups further develop and apply 
a responsive and more structured self-regulatory approach to consumer values 
issues that incorporates:  

(a) the role that voluntary codes of practice can play in relation to the evolution of 
standard definitions for values-based claims;  

(b) the role that certification schemes can play in effectively communicating 
values-based messages; and  

(c) the development of agreed standards through existing frameworks such as 
International Organization for Standardization, Standards Australia or Standards 
New Zealand.” 36 

To be more structured and genuinely responsive to community values, a broad range of 
interest groups should play a key part in determining the role that certification and 
verification systems will play. Values-based messages are effective only when they are an 
authentic response to community values about issues of critical public concern. The 
details may change from time to time but the overall themes are enduring as they respect 
deeply held social, ethical and contextual values and attitudes. Embedding enforceable 
standards in certification and verification systems will ensure that the community and 
industry both achieve optimum results. 

Recommendations: 

We ask the committee to recommend: 

• the labeling of the products from food certification systems be fully informative, to 
authentically reflect our community’s contemporary values and priorities; 

• a very broad range of interest groups and the general public should play a key part 
in determining the role that certification and verification systems will play; 

• embed enforceable standards in certification and verification systems to ensure that 
the shoppers and industry both achieve optimum results. 

4b. labelling irradiated foods 

The Labelling Logic report recommended all foods certified by Food Standard 1.5 as 
products of new technologies: “that require pre-approval safety assessments of foods, 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
36 http://www.foodlabellingreview.gov.au/internet/foodlabelling/publishing.nsf/content/labelling-logic  
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ingredients,” 37 should carry mandatory labels, to be reviewed 30 years after the food 
enters the commercial food supply.  

However, The Forum agreed not to adopt Blewett’s recommendation and instead 
promulgated a Ministerial Policy Guideline 38 which says:  

“it is acknowledged that labelling of foods produced or processed using a new 
technology following a pre-market safety assessment is not a public health and 
safety issue.” 

This claim is contested as scientific evidence for the safety and efficacy of new production 
processes and their products should always be a work in progress, and incomplete. These 
foods do not undergo the equivalent of the clinical trials required of new pharmaceuticals 
and are rarely tested on human subjects before entering the food supply. There is usually 
no history of long or short-term safe use either. Despite this, FSANZ and The Forum 
assume that a partial analysis of the chemistry of new end products is a sufficient pre-
market safety assessment and do not require any post-market monitoring. We disagree. 

The Forum’s Policy Guideline goes on to say: 

“Unless reviewed prior, FSANZ should initiate a review of the regulatory 
intervention every ten years to determine whether it should lapse or continue. Any 
review should include a consideration of the current evidence relating to: consumer 
confidence in the new technology; the value to consumers of the regulatory 
measure; and the overall cost effectiveness of the regulatory measure.” 

This brief pays no regard to a shopper’s right to know what new technology, processes or 
materials were used to make the food on sale. There is more at stake in the long term 
labelling of new foods than ‘consumer confidence’ or the ‘overall cost effectiveness’ of 
novel food labels. Labelling is also not strictly within FSANZ’s regulatory province or 
expertise and its ‘consultations’ invariably hand the community a fait accompli. 
 
The Forum intends to: “undertake public consultation during 2015,” 39 on removing the 
requirement to label irradiated foods and FSANZ is now preparing documents for review.  
 
The irradiation of herbs and spices was approved in September 2001 and since 2002, 
twenty-five ‘fresh’ tropical fruits and vegetables have been progressively approved for 
irradiation. Two more are presently proposed, in an application from the NSW government.  
 
However, only a trial quantity of irradiated fruit has ever been sold and a small ‘taste 
acceptance’ trial was also held. These were marketing tests. 
 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
37http://www.foodlabellingreview.gov.au/internet/foodlabelling/publishing.nsf/content/48C0548D80E715BCC
A257825001E5DC0/$File/Food%20Labelling%20Issues%20Hierarchy%20Diagram.pdf   
 
38http://www.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/4DCF744789D1AF64CA257BF0001C9622/$
File/Ministerial%20Policy%20Guideline%20on%20the%20labelling%20of%20food%20produced%20using%
20new%20technologies.pdf  
 
39http://www.foodlabellingreview.gov.au/internet/foodlabelling/publishing.nsf/Content/Progress_report_Dece
mber_2014 
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No irradiated fruits or vegetables are yet in the commercial food supply, so this present 
review of the labelling requirement ignores both the ten-year review that The Forum 
adopted and also Blewett’s recommended, precautionary, thirty-year schedule. 
 
Irradiated fresh fruits and vegetables are typically exposed to the energy equivalent of 
between 1.5 million and 10 million x-rays. Approved as a fruit fly larvae treatment for 
tropical fruits and vegetables, food irradiation also extends shelf life, sanitises, and alters 
the nutritional value of treated foods.  

Though treated food is not radioactive, radiolytic byproducts may remain. For instance, 
Professor Walter Urbain says: 

“The radiation chemistry of carbohydrates is complex and many radiolytic products 
are possible. … (irradiation) can affect not only functional properties of materials 
such as starches, but also quality aspects of foods, especially fruits, through 
reduction of firmness and through related texture changes. … Irradiation of proteins 
also produces other radiolytic products, generally small molecules such as fatty 
acids, mercaptans, and other sulfur compounds. Although very minor ones, these 
substances become components of the irradiated foods. Their role in 
wholesomeness aspects and sensory characteristics of irradiated foods requires 
consideration and evaluation.” 40 

FSANZ does not appear to have cited Urbain’s work on the chemistry of food irradiation in 
any assessments of applications to irradiate food.  

The substantial and significant changes made to fruits and vegetables as a result of 
irradiation processing cannot generally be discerned with our ordinary senses. Thus, 
shoppers could no longer rely with confidence on taste, smell, texture or appearance to 
exercise their preference for fresh produce, if mandatory irradiation labeling were 
removed.  

The removal of labeling from irradiated fruits and vegetables would create a situation 
where the public is led to false, misleading and deceptive conclusions as to the nature of 
these highly processed foods, which should concern the ACCC. So far the ACCC has not 
accepted our assertions that the lack of labeling on irradiated fruits and vegetables (now 
mandatory) will also impact on everyone’s right to make well-informed food buying 
decisions, to avoid foods that potentially impact on their diet and health as well as their 
right to know. 

In its response to Labeling Logic, The Forum also blandly comments: 

“There is a significant body of evidence demonstrating that food processed using 
irradiation is both safe and nutritionally adequate. … However, the uptake of 
irradiation in Australia and New Zealand, and therefore the realisation of these 
benefits, has been low.” 

With the deregulation that our governments apply to industry, the uptake of a new 
technology should be none of their concern. Yet the Queensland and NSW governments 
are the main applicants for fruit and vegetable irradiation, while they are also voting 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
40https://books.google.com.au/books?hl=en&lr=&id=3V5IndKfswEC&oi=fnd&pg=PP1&dq=food+irradiation+r
adiolytic+products&ots=Q86izIgkpR&sig=APKp_Tz0UrPh3UDCqvO_2P_Ll7Y#v=onepage&q=food%20irradi
ation%20radiolytic%20products&f=false   
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members of The Forum, which finally decides on applications. This conflict and 
commercial intervention is not in the public interest.  

The uptake of irradiation has been slow because other food processing techniques were 
competitive. It is not the proper role of governments to promote the use of the untried and 
unproven food processing technology, food irradiation. Despite this, The Forum also says: 

“It is timely that FSANZ review the need for mandatory labelling of irradiated food 
and assess whether there is a more effective approach to communicate the safety 
and benefits of irradiation to consumers.” 
 

Again, government has no legitimate role in manipulating markets in this way. It is up to 
those parts of the food industry that choose to use irradiation technology to impart 
messages to their customers, and simple, honest labels are the most effective form of 
communication  
 
Yet the Victorian Government’s Better Health Channel, for example, has already begun its 
program of disinformation, which includes the misleading, claim that:  
 

“Irradiated foods will be clearly labelled so that consumers can make an informed 
choice. … It is mandatory for irradiated foods to be labelled in accordance with 
regulations by FSANZ.”  41 

 
This misleads because the Victorian Government knows full well that FSANZ is preparing 
a case for removing the mandatory requirement to label before any ‘fresh’ irradiated fruits 
and vegetables are even sold. The Codex Alimentarius, international food standard also 
recommends to the nations that are its members that they label all irradiated foods. 
Australia is a party to Codex and should apply its rules and recommendations. 
 
The Forum also intends to manipulate shopper and industry uptake of food irradiation as 
the member governments expect that: 

 
“Improving consumer confidence in irradiation will reduce disincentives for 
increased uptake and broader application of the technology by industry.” 
 

In the face of such concerted government promotion of irradiation technology, we 
anticipate that trusted certification and verification systems, including organic certification, 
will have a key role in reliably delivering non-irradiated foods and food ingredients to 
shoppers. We can confidently expect that there will be no widespread irradiation labelling, 
though our governments allow that: 

 
“Removal of the mandatory labelling requirement for irradiated food will not prevent 
the food industry from providing this information voluntarily to consumers.” 42 
 

Given the opportunity to remove labels, and keep shoppers in the dark about irradiation, 
we consider it a certainty that the food industry will do so. 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
41 http://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/bhcv2/bhcarticles.nsf/pages/Food_irradiation 
 
42http://www.foodlabellingreview.gov.au/internet/foodlabelling/publishing.nsf/content/ADC308D3982EBB24C
A2576D20078EB41/$File/FoFR%20response%20to%20the%20Food%20Labelling%20Law%20and%20Poli
cy%20Review%209%20December%202011.pdf  
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Recommendations:  
 
We ask the committee to recommend that: 
 

• where the food industry is de-regulated, co-regulated or where shopper values are 
the main influence on industry food labeling decisions, ways be explored to 
encourage the establishment of certification systems and labeling, particularly 
where food processing techniques are new e.g. irradiation, GM and nanomaterials; 

• government applicants for the irradiation of tropical fruits and vegetables abstain 
from all discussions and decisions on whether or not irradiated foods will continue 
to carry mandatory labels. 
 

5. details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers 
and the potential for these to impact on prices for consumers; 

 
We are not privy to detailed information on this topic, however, the Australian Food and 
Grocery Council reports 43 that its constituents in the food and beverage, grocery 
manufacturing and fresh produce sector are strong supporters of:  
 

“the preventive approach to securing food safety based on the well-established 
Hazard Analysis Critical Control Point (HACCP) 44 framework and auditing as a 
critical element of ensuring that HACCP systems are implemented effectively.” 

 
Safety assurance and certification systems also appear to have widespread public 
acceptance as valid and essential. These systems are required at every step in food 
production processes so would appear to add much more to the final cost of food than 
other certification systems. Despite this, there is no sustained public or political protest 
about these systems or their cost.  
 
At the top of Labelling Logic’s hierarchy, HACCP is extensive and includes Non-Food 
Certified & Endorsed Suppliers of equipment and materials, 45 auditing and certification 
services, 46 vendor quality assurance, 47 and a range of other essential management 
systems. 48 Their cost is seamlessly incorporated into the cost of all foods. 
 
Even at the bottom of Labelling Logic’s hierarchy, there have been no campaigns to 
remove “dolphin friendly” from tuna, or “fair trade” from coffee but these certified and 
verified claims certainly have modest costs associated with them that must generally be 
passed on to shoppers. 
 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
43 http://www.afgc.org.au/key-projects/state-of-the-industry/ 
 
44 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hazard_analysis_and_critical_control_points  
 
45 http://www.haccp.com.au/non-food-certified-endorsed-suppliers/ 
 
46 http://www.haccp.com.au/services/auditing-certification/ 
 
47 http://www.haccp.com.au/services/vendor-quality-assurance/ 
 
48 http://www.haccp.com.au/ 
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Recommendation: 
 
We ask the committee to recommend that: 
 

• no general changes to the establishment or conduct of food certification systems 
are justified on the basis of their additional costs to shoppers, provided their 
certified products are labeled as such; 

• food labels have a legitimate and cost effective role in communicating the purpose 
and benefits of the production systems to shoppers who are then empowered to 
make fully-informed and rational purchasing decisions; 

• the legitimate costs of effective certification and verification systems can be 
legitimately passed on to shopper sin the price of food.	  
 	  

6. the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access 
and returns to producers; 
 
Europe requires Australian canola exports to be certified GM-free as all export grains must 
be produced from certified sustainable production systems. Australian Export Grains 
Innovation Centre (AEGIC) reported in August 2014: 
 

“While there is no law prohibiting against (sic) genetically-modified (GM) canola in 
Europe, in practice GM canola is exceedingly rare in mainland Europe due to strict 
labelling requirements for the meal which is a key bi-product (sic) in the oil crushing 
process.” 
 

The reward for such certification comes from assured access to our major market, and 
also premium prices over discounted GM product. AEGIC goes on: 

 
“The European biofuel market is responsible for the often large premiums 
Australian growers have enjoyed for non-GM/sustainable canola versus generic/GM 
canola. This has been driven by a fundamental point – non-GM, sustainable canola 
is a differentiated and relatively rare (compared to GM canola) commodity.  
European crushers have therefore been forced to bid up the market to acquire 
sufficient tonnage for their crush plants.”   
 

Thus, the certification of our canola as GM-free is critical to the continuation of our 
European market and we have a substantial edge over our competitors, which have 
chosen to grow GM varieties. As a result of the GM-free requirement for exports to 
Europe, the average discount for West Australian GM canola this year has been $50/tonne 
compared to an average $25/tonne difference in the four preceding years. CBH quoted a 
$56/tonne premium for GM-free canola in the week beginning August 4, 2015. 49 
 
The premium for certified GM-free canola flows back to WA growers, the vast majority of 
whom remain GM-free. Though less obvious, these premiums are also earned by GM-free 
growers in other states where grain traders do not quote for or buy the GM oilseed.  
 
AEGIC further explains the discounted price for GM canola as:  
 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
49 Farm Weekly, August 8, 2015. 
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“Australian GM canola needs to compete against Canadian (GM) canola into 
markets which accept GM such as China, Japan, Pakistan and the United Arab 
Emirates.” 50 

 
So the certification and segregation of GM-free from GM canola has a tangible, beneficial 
effect on market access and premium returns to the GM-free producers that AWB/Cargill 
certifies as sustainable. 51 AWB/Cargill’s document points out that:  
 

“To access the European Biofuel Market, Cargill must be independently certified to 
a sustainable biomass scheme that is approved by the European Commission. The 
2BSvs scheme is such an approved sustainable biomass scheme that is audited by 
the international certification body, Bureau Veritas. … we need to know that the 
land on which the canola was produced was arable land in January 2008. We must 
verify this through grower declarations, and either on-site visits to farms or through 
other means, such as satellite imaging.”  
 

Cargill will not buy grain from growers who do not participate in this stringent certification 
and verification system. Similar preferences and premiums for GM-free canola also exist in 
other canola producing states - SA and Tasmania which remain GM-free, and in Victoria 
and NSW where some GM canola is grown. 

Major grain traders AWB, Glencore, and other buyers operating outside WA, do not quote 
a price for, or purchase, GM grain. 52 MacSmith Milling, a large NSW purchaser of grain, is 
also GM-free and says on its site: 

“The trade pathway into China means it is the first time the company has produced, 
marketed and sold the locally-grown, non-GM canola anywhere in the world.” 53  

As early as 2005, it was reported that, even though all Australian states had GM canola 
bans that remained until 2008:  

“Pete MacSmith, from MacSmith Milling in New South Wales, says his customers 
are becoming concerned they are paying a premium for canola, which may not be 
GM-free.” 54 

This points again to the critical importance of buyer confidence based on reliable and 
trusted certification systems. This is also confirmed by the biggest ever shipment of 
Australian canola, certified GM-free, that reached the Netherlands from WA early this year.  

From there, Archer Daniels Midland (ADM): 

“distributes Australian non-GM canola to its facilities across north-west Europe” 55 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
50 http://www.aegic.org.au/media/news/2014/08/australian-canola-exports-to-europe.aspx 
 
51 http://www.awb.com.au/NR/rdonlyres/D851A0E4-3C92-4DA2-A0DA-
9F1DAE26E535/0/Canola_Sustainability_Declaration_and_Factsheet_010811.pdf 
52 http://www.awb.com.au/growers/awbgrainprices/dailygrainprices/  
 
53 http://www.centralwesterndaily.com.au/story/2208631/manildra-company-has-good-oil-on-exports-to-
asian-markets/ 
 
54 http://www.abc.net.au/site-archive/rural/content/2005/s1478650.htm  
 
55 http://admgrain.com.au/news/details/record-australian-canola-shipment-arrives-in-netherlands  
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Certification, verification and segregation of GM and GM-free supply chains therefore play 
a critical role in ensuring access to valuable export markets for Australian primary 
produce, particularly canola. The vast majority of Australia’s 135,000 farmers remain GM-
free, as do 160 countries and over 500 million other farmers. And indeed:  

“The huge genetically modified (GM) crop steamroller is showing distinct signs of 
running out of steam. … growth in GM crop acreages is flattening.” 56 

GM canola has the potential to negatively impact our certified markets for other GM-free 
certified primary products too.  
 
For instance, certified GM-free lucerne seed is another valuable Australian export that 
would suffer or disappear if GM lucerne were introduced, or if export supplies were 
contaminated by GM canola. Around 85% of our certified alfalfa production for export is 
grown in GM-free South Australia's upper South East. ABC Landline attended a 
symposium there that explored the risks and possible benefits to exports of growing GM 
alfalfa for seed. Landline reported:  
 

“Lucerne farmer and Chairman of Lucerne Australia, Warrick Thorpe, wants to 
make sure the region is on the same page if GM lucerne becomes available here. 
One big concern is the industry's export markets, the biggest of which is Saudi 
Arabia, a country that does not accept GM seed. Thorpe says: ‘A lot of the markets 
don't accept GM into their markets, the essential thing for us at this stage is to keep 
it GM free.’” 57 

 
GM-free certification and South Australia’s GM crop ban are both important protections for 
the state’s valuable GM-free lucerne seed and canola exports. 
 
Recommendations: 
 
We ask that the committee recommend that: 
 

• the Australian government inquire further into the role that certification and 
verification systems and consequent labeling could play; 

• the goal of such an inquiry be the further empowerment of local shoppers and 
foreign buyers, to make fully informed purchasing decisions, through excellent 
labels that meet their right to know where, how and by whom food is produced. 

  
6a. Decertification as a result of contamination 
 
Certification is not an unqualified entitlement. If certified operators cannot meet the 
standards set by third party certifiers they may lose certification, incurring substantial 
losses, extra costs and harm. The GM contamination of certified production systems, 
leading to decertification and market loss, is a real problem wherever GM crops are grown.  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

 
56 http://www.farmweekly.com.au/news/agriculture/cropping/general-news/is-gm-running-out-of-
steam/2738930.aspx?storypage=0  
 
57 http://www.abc.net.au/landline/content/2014/s3964317.htm 
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For example, US seed producer Philip Geertson told the Lucerne symposium in South 
Australia that until 2005 he grew lucerne seed in Idaho, Oregon and Nevada, with exports 
to several GM-free markets including the Middle East. But then in Nevada he found GM 
lucerne (‘alfalfa’ in the USA) contamination in his pure seed supply from a neighbours' 
property. As a result, he almost lost a big GM-free market in New Zealand after years of 
development work. Later, Geertson was the lead plaintiff in a case that forced the US 
Department of Agriculture to do an environmental impact statement on the impacts of GM 
lucerne. Despite this, he says the GM threat to certified exports remains. 44 
 
GM and other contamination can also negatively impact Australian GM-free farmers. For 
instance, the National Association for Sustainable Agriculture Australia (NASAA) 58 is an 
Australian and International Organic Certifying body, while Steve Marsh is a NASAA-
certified organic grower near Kojonup in WA. 

In 2010, the West Australian Agriculture Minister gazetted an amendment to the WA GM 
Crops Free Areas Act 2003, exempting GM canola from the general ban on growing GM 
crops in that state. In the first season, Marsh’s neighbour Michael Baxter grew GM canola 
across a narrow dirt road from Marsh's boundary fence.  

As a result, Marsh delivered legal letters to all his adjacent neighbours, posted warning 
signs on his fences, and told the Department of Agriculture that he had trepidation his land 
may be GM contaminated and decertified.  

Baxter swathed his GM canola and left it in the paddock to dry. Some then blew over the 
road and fences in a storm, onto 325 hectares of Marsh’s certified organic farm. 59 60  

State government test results confirmed the GM contamination. The organic standard 
AS6000, accepted by all Australian governments and organic certifiers, sets zero 
tolerance for any GM material or processes in certified organic production systems and 
supply chains. The ACCC also has of zero tolerance for any GM contamination in products 
labeled GM-free since they conclude that this would be false and misleading. As the 
organic standard bans GM products, certified organic labels imply GM-free. 

As a result of inspecting Marsh’s land, NASAA decertified 60% of his organic farm. He lost 
premium local and export grain markets, incurring losses and extra costs of $85,000. 

Steve Marsh then pursued the only course open to him and sued Baxter in the WA 
Supreme Court. Australian governments had decided that where organic or other certified 
products or places were GM contaminated, and losses sustained, the courts and the 
common law would provide adequate means to seek compensation. Governments 
foresaw the circumstances of the Marsh vs Baxter case but offered no other recourse. A 
DAFF paper, Liability Issues Associated with GM Crops in Australia, 2003 said:  

"When drafting the Gene Technology Act 2000 (Cth), the legislature considered 
liability issues associated with GMOs and chose not to implement a specific liability 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
58 http://www.nasaa.com.au/ 
 
59 http://www.abc.net.au/austory/content/2015/s4197189.htm 
 
60 http://www.abc.net.au/austory/content/2015/s4199983.htm 
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regime for damage caused by GMOs. ... where the activities of one farmer affect a 
neighbour, recourse is to existing statute and common law." 61 

We advocate that a Farmer Protection Fund be created. A levy on all sales of GM seed 
would be collected so that anyone sustaining losses, extra costs or harm as a result of GM 
contamination could be automatically compensated. GM contamination and a substantial 
loss of income is not a small matter that can be settled by a chat over the back fence as 
some farmers, the WA government and Monsanto proposed. 

The parties in Marsh vs Baxter entered mediation prior to the trial but they failed to reach 
agreement. Marsh lost the first case 62 and it is now on appeal to the full bench of the WA 
Supreme Court. 

Rejecting any WA government responsibility for the contamination or the litigation, then 
Agriculture Minister Terry Redman blamed NASAA for its stringent certification standards 
and said:  

“… zero per cent thresholds (of GM in organics) are unrealistic in biological 
systems.” 63  

Yet when terminating the GM canola ban in March 2010, he asserted:  

“Trials proved GM and non-GM canola can be segregated and marketed 
separately.”  

When the Minister also broke his promise to publicise the location of all GM crop sites, GM 
contamination became inevitable. Certified GM-free and conventional farmers could not 
take evasive action. Roadside contamination at Williams in WA and other locations, as 
well as other on-farm contamination, 64 confirms that GM canola cannot be contained or 
segregated and can adversely affect certified GM-free production and supply chains.  

Certified growers remain at risk though the value of 11 million hectares of Australian 
certified organic farms far outstrips the claimed 436,000 hectares of GM canola planted 
this year. 65  

The Marsh vs Baxter case prompted the WA Department of Agriculture and Food to apply 
to the Organic Industry Standards and Certification Council (OISCC). It proposed that the 
threshold of GM products in the certified organic standard, for export and domestic 
production, be lifted from zero to 0.9 per cent. 66  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
61 http://www.daff.gov.au/SiteCollectionDocuments/ag-food/biotech/liability_issues_paper_final.pdf  
 
62 http://www.supremecourt.wa.gov.au/_files/Judgment%20Summary%20-
%20Marsh%20v%20Baxter%20%28CIV%201561%20of%202012%29%2028%20May%202014.pdf  
 
63 http://www.geneethics.org/resource/display/162  
 
64 http://www.abc.net.au/rural/content/2011/s3167650.htm 
 
65 http://www.monsanto.com/global/au/newsviews/pages/farmers-to-plant-largest-gm-canola-crop-yet.aspx  
 
66 http://www.weeklytimesnow.com.au/agribusiness/the-west-australian-government-wants-to-change-the-
amount-of-genetically-modified-material-allowed-in-organic-food-from-zero-to-09-per-cent/story-fnkeqfxg-
1226965297762  
 



	   26	  

OISCC rejected the application, after receiving 3,000 petition signatures and 200 
comments, emails and calls from community members, who all supported zero tolerance 
for any GM contamination in certified organic foods.  

OISCC's zero GM tolerance policy for certified organic exports is in good company. For 
instance, the Chinese government has zero tolerance for unauthorised GM material so 
rejected several shipments of US and Canadian hay last year. They had found seed from 
the GM Roundup tolerant alfala now widely inter-cropped with vegetables on US farms. 
Since November 2013 China has also rejected 1.4 million tons of US GM corn because of 
illegal GM contamination. The cost in lost exports was $2.9 billion. 67 

Recommendations: 
 
We ask the committee to recommend that: 
 

• a national Farmer Protection Fund be created, with a levy collected on all sales of 
GM seed, so that anyone sustaining losses, extra costs or harm as a result of GM 
contamination would be automatically compensated; 

• the need for similar protection for other certified producers be explored. 
 
6. the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers 

including, but not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; 
and 

 
Certifiers must inform the public through labeling, the internet, other news media and 
forms of communication, as well as advertising. Without marketing their products will fail to 
find or grow allegiance among shoppers. 
 
Good labeling is the essential core of any effective communication system and its veracity, 
clarity and accessibility must not be compromised. 
 
There is also plenty of other complementary evidence and information on the internet. For 
instance: 
 
Halal certification is explained here 68 

Organic certification is explained here 69 

Explained here are GM-free verification 70 and 71 certification 72 and 73 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
67 http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/04/17/gmo-corn-china_n_5162921.html  
 
68 http://www.afgc.org.au/about-afgc/our-policies/halal-certification/ 
 
69 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Organic_certification 
 
70  http://www.nongmoproject.org/ 
 
71 http://www.gmfreeaustralia.org.au/assets/script/ckfinder/userfiles/files/233JJRight%20to%20Know.pdf 
	  
72 http://biochecked.com/ 
 
73 http://gmoid.com.au/	  



	   27	  

Other certification or verification systems abound and many of them do not appear to 
display the rigour in their approach that would justify community confidence in them. For 
instance, The Heart Foundation Tick may appear to be certified or verified but neither 
system is referenced of the Foundation’s site, to justify the Tick and its reputation. 74 
 
Recommendations: 
 
We ask the committee to recommend that: 
 

• the bona fides are investigated, of the many other organisations that hold 
themselves out to operate food certification or verification systems, such as the 
Heart Foundation implies by its Heart Tick.  

 
Conclusion: 
 
Food certification and verification systems are ubiquitous. They are critical to producing, 
purveying and providing the wonderful array of diverse and affordable foods reliably 
available in Australia. Without these systems we would be much less empowered, well 
informed and trustful of the safety, quality and embodied ethics that we expect of our food 
supply. 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
74 http://www.heartfoundation.org.au/healthy-eating/heart-foundation-tick/Pages/smart-shopping.aspx 
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The Issue of food labelling ultimately breaks down to two key points; 

  

  - Do consumers have the right to be informed over the products they purchase? 

  - Do consumers have the right to have their beliefs respected? 

 

Once examined, you'll see food certification in Australia is littered with misinformation, deception and expense, 

issues which collectively work to deny choice and belief. While this submission will address various types of 

certification and labelling, our focus will be primarily directed at religious certifications, namely Halal and 

Kosher. We respectfully request that you give this submission consideration and thank you for allowing us the 

opportunity to present our analysis and express our views. 
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About ACAHC 

Australian Consumers Against Halal Certification is a social network of people with similar concerns. We 

have an analytical approach to our research and publish and share information as objectively as 

possible. The group, while catering for all, has a uniquely Atheist feel and much of our approach is from 

that perspective. It is perhaps this neutral approach that has attracted a multitude of backgrounds, for 

example we have a significant number of members from within the Sikh community, along with a 

number of Muslims. Our three core concerns as described in our description relate to Religious 

Labelling, Animal Abuse, and Religious Advantage.  

 

 

The Billion dollar business of Religious Certification 

Halal Certification, despite being relatively young in commercial terms, has grown to become one of the 

fastest growing industries in the world. Thomson Reuters have described it as the golden era of the 

Islamic economy. Make no mistake, Halal Certification is an Industry; it is not a charitable operation, it is 

not a religious requirement, it is a global Industry that generates billions in profit that to a large extent, 

funds the growth of Islam. Halal Certification is uniquely separate from Halal, the two terms should not 

be confused with each other.  

While in its infancy, Halal Certification would have fulfilled a genuine need, which was to identify a Halal 

product. It has however since morphed into an economic strength with religion a mere afterthought.  

At its core, Halal summarises to a simple 'Yes' and Haram summarises to a simple 'No'. This concept of 

yes or no now controls over 20% of the global food market and on current projections by Thomson 

Reuters is estimated to reach 30% by around 2026. This suggests there is no shortage of Halal product, 

in fact it's quite the opposite. 

 Where Halal differs greatly to Kosher is that Kosher is specifically a dietary law, Halal has no such 

limitation, and as such the concept of 'Yes' or 'No' can and does apply to anything and everything. 

Where Halal Certification found its origins with meat processing, it has since expanded globally beyond 

all food to include; 

• Pharmaceuticals 

• Cosmetics 

• Clothing & Fashion 

• Tourism & Travel 

• Logistics 

• Banking 

• Insurance 

• Media 

• Film Production 

• Internet 

• Real Estate 

• Literature 
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The list of halal markets is growing almost daily. While much of the above has already made inroads into 

the Australian market, it is expected at some stage all aspects will apply domestically. The 2013 

estimate for the cost of providing Halal Logistics alone was 151 Billion. The Atheist in me questions the 

need to spend that sort of money on something which at the end of the day, is unproven. Of course 

many will argue otherwise.  

What is clear however is that as a result of certification, the expansion of the Halal market is 

significantly greater than the rate of consumption, or need. There is a clear over supply in the market 

which does not exist in any of the other certification schemes which are subject to this inquiry. The 

global Halal Food market is estimated to be > than 2.5 trillion US in annual sales. When all Halal Markets 

are incorporated that value doubles to ~ 5 Trillion. It already has its own Financial Index to measure 

growth and to allow halal specific investing. One day you'll be able to trade futures contracts on Halal 

markets just as you would Oil, Ore or Coal futures. Despite its size, it remains one of the most 

unregulated industries, and in many cases closed to outside scrutiny, particularly by Non Muslims.. 

 

 

Religious Certification in Australia 

Halal Certification within Australia has been at the forefront of the global Halal Market. It is by far our 

single largest food certification scheme dwarfing both Kosher and the Heart Foundation tick. There are 

over 30 unique and independent Certifiers within Australia and up to another 20 acting agents. Australia 

has more Halal Certifiers  relative to supply than any other country. In contrast Indonesia, which has 

more Halal Certified product than Australia, has just one government run agency, as does Malaysia and 

several others. 

Certification in Australia extends to all food products and according to Muslim Australia's (AFIC) most 

recent financials, certification revenue from non meat products  is now as lucrative as revenue from 

meat processing. 

Thomson Reuters now list the Australian Certified market of halal product as the third largest in the 

world. We are ranked higher in the HFI  

Index than almost all Muslim majority  

nations. We are ranked significantly higher  

than all secular nations being the only  

Non Muslim country to rank in the top 15. 

 

The Halal Food Indicator was created by  

Thomson Reuters and equally weights four  

metric categories:  

1. Supply drivers relative to country size  

(Meat/Live Animal exports to OIC countries)  

2. Governance (Halal regulations and  

certifications)  

3. Awareness (number of related news  

articles  and events)  

4. Social (food pricing index) 

 

Australia, domestically, has the third highest level of certified product of all nations, yet we also have 

the least degree of need when compared to other countries that rank highly. This indicates a massive 
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oversupply of certified product in Australia which explains why a chocolate bar sold in Australia is 

certified, but the identical chocolate bar sold in Saudi Arabia is not.  

Per capita Australia consumes more Halal Certified product than any other nation, the bulk of this 

consumption is by Non Muslim consumers. However the amount of Kosher product currently certified 

within Australia is far more in line with the level of need. 

 

There are four primary reasons for this over supply of Halal Certified product. 

 

1. Greed - While many companies will claim they certify products in order to be able to cater for 

all consumers, the reality is they certify in the hope of being supported by the Muslim market. 

A multitude of companies that already supply products that are naturally halal, actively seek 

out certification. To be clear, these products do not require certification nor do Muslims require 

it from them. They certify in order to appeal to the Muslim market, to gain an image advantage 

over the competition. Companies that provide raw unmodified sugar, wheat, nuts and even 

water, actively pay for certification. Certification in this instance is less about religious demand 

and more marketing advantage. It also shows clearly that many certifiers are more than happy 

to profit from that certification, despite the absence of religious need. It is for the above 

reasons that an increasing number of Muslims are expressing concern with Halal Certification. 

2. Economics - Many companies that do certify, will certify an entire product range or factory 

process. While certification can at times be costly, to split certification or to apply certification 

to only a percentage of product, would be more costly. This means it is financially beneficial to 

provide certified product to all consumers rather than just those that actually require it. 

However this unfortunately allows no provision whatsoever for those consumers that would 

prefer to avoid certified product.   These people are not catered for as it is not cost effective in 

many cases.  

3. Supply chain - Growth in Halal Certification has been significant, a consequence of that growth 

is that it has allowed certifiers to place greater demands on suppliers. Initially a requirement for 

an end product to be certified was that it consist of halal ingredients. However there has been a 

very definite transition that now requires ingredients to be halal certified. While not all 

certifiers apply this demand, there is a definite trend towards this practice. Where once a 

product would have been considered Halal, that same product now has far greater demands 

placed upon it, this forces the end supplier to place pressure on all of its suppliers to pay for 

certification, regardless of whether the product is already Halal or not. The end result is an 

exponential growth pattern of certified product - it's quite an effective business strategy but 

again, the consumer is forgotten.  

4. Exports - We will discuss exports in more detail further into our submission however many 

Islamic countries now force certification on imports. This forces companies that wish to export 

to these countries to certify products. Often it is the same foreign entity controlling who 

conducts that certification resulting in the removal of open competition. As mentioned above, 

the economics of certifying a part run is not feasible. So a company may export 20% of a 

product to a Muslim country that demands certified product, 30% for the domestic market and 

the remaining 50% being shipped to a secular nation that places no demands. However 100% of 

the gross product would have been certified.  If the same action were solely domestic, it would 

be argued as illegal under our own competition laws. "Section 45 of the Competition and 
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Consumer Act 2010 (CCA) prohibits contracts, arrangements or understandings containing a 

provision which has the purpose, effect or likely effect of substantially lessening competition." 

 

 

Given that there is still room for further growth in the Certification business, the problem of oversupply 

is unlikely to find balance anytime soon, at least not without legislative intervention. 

 

 

Who Certifies The Certifiers? 

Australia has a multitude of Certifiers, as previously mentioned there are close to fifty, including agents. 

These are made up of a broad cross section of entities such as incorporated companies, charities or not 

for profit organisations, a variety of Mosques and even scholars operating on what appears to be a cash 

basis.  

 

They have minimal accountability, nor are they covered by any certification specific legislation with red 

meat exports being the only exception. Essentially they have free reign to operate as they please, 

provided they comply with basic accounting and taxation rules. Operating under the guise of religion 

also allows a number of certifiers access to laws designed to protect religion and provide certain 

exemptions and concessions, often at the expense of others. Any entity that clearly operates as a 

business, should be treated as a business and subject to the same laws and tax rates as any profitable 

entity. 

 

Several certifiers that are quite obviously operating as a 'for profit' business are either registered as 

charities or not for profit, such as Muslims Australia (AFIC), The Supreme Islamic Council of Halal Meat 

and Adelaide Mosque. This action alone has denied Australians millions in taxation. 

 

Certification is largely on the basis of make it up as you go. While the Qur'an provides guidance, it does 

little to address the multitude of perceptions out there. As a rule book it's often perceived as quite 

vague with a multitude of interpretations. How can we be expected to take certification seriously if the 

Certifiers can't agree themselves? Government intervention could only provide integrity to what is 

largely a confused industry, governed by little more than personal opinion. Halal Certification, unlike 

Kosher, is quite a simple process. It is the range of opinions that seek to make it complicated and 

promote confusion. A product should not be dismissed as not being permissible (Haram) because one 

certifier from five thinks so. As one employee from Bega Dairy stated, the company knows far more 

about certification than the company they use to carry out the certification. My understanding is that 

this is common place, which is concerning and further questions the professionalism and need for 

Australian certifiers. An extension of this example would be Elders, an Australian Non Islamic publicly 

listed company, which is currently in Indonesia teaching their slaughtermen the correct procedure for 

Halal slaughter; take a moment to think about that. In contrast a meeting in Istanbul recently, which 

was attended by at least one Australian Certifier, Halal Certification Authority Australia, had the sole 

agenda of exploring ways of keeping Non Muslims out of Halal Certification - That includes the 

Australian Senate. 

 

Personally I'm not aware of any Industry more in need of effective legislative governance. Excluding the 

Australian government from Halal Certification would be a risky exercise at best, especially given the 
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sketchy history Halal Certification has within Australia. Claims of corruption from within own 

ranks, many Muslims have been extremely critical of that organisation.  from 

 was reported by Tempo in Indonesia as paying a bribe to the MUI, which, if true, 

is no better than soliciting a bribe. Or the travel expenses by  which make Bronwyn Bishops 

travel expenses look like a bike ride. There is certainly no shortage of questionable activities by 

Australian certifiers. 

 

 

Where Does The Money Go? 

Rather than speculate, lets simply address this issue on the known facts. Halal Certification funds Islam, 

this is not denied, in fact it's embraced and promoted by almost all Halal Certifiers. Money that is 

obtained from the largest certification scheme in operation in Australia is used to assist in the building 

of Mosques, it is used to fund Islamic Schools, it is used to fund Islamic interests overseas.  

From the evidence available, all certifiers operate at a significant profit.  

The above is not disputed, if you examine those listed on the ACNC data base that obtain revenue from 

certification, all list the purpose of funds raised as 'the advancement of Islam' or words similar. 

 

We have also seen Australian certification fees sent offshore. We know the Saudi Kingdom has 

partnerships with some Australian certifiers, we know funds from Australia are sent to Indonesia via the 

MUI, we know certifiers such as ICWA send funds to Syria through charities. 

While there is significant evidence of Halal funds being sent overseas, our ability to monitor those funds 

once they have left the country is a monumental task. A media release by the Australian Crime 

Commission is often used by those in support of certification. They generally claim that the ACC have 

investigated Halal Certification and found no links between terrorism and Halal Certification. However if 

you read the release for yourself it says no such thing. It simply states that during the process of an 

ongoing investigation into organised crime, no connections were found between offshore money 

laundering and Halal Certification. It doesn't actually claim that the 30+ certifiers in Australia were ever 

thoroughly investigated. The media release could have just as easily stated that they found no evidence 

of pink and green unicorns during their investigation either, which would have been just as relevant. If 

they haven't actually looked then it's a logical assumption that they won't find anything. We have asked 

the ACC for clarification however to date have not received a reply, I would suggest the Senate ask the 

same question, as it is a question that needs to be answered, along with why they chose to make that 

statement in the first place given it doesn't align with other releases. 

 

The Cost Of Religious Certification 

There are two factors that relate to cost. The actual cost of obtaining Certification and the logistical cost 

of compliance. The cost of certification varies greatly, even on comparative items. We have been 

advised that certifiers that are Authorised to certify goods to be exported to Indonesia, Saudi or 

Malaysia, are often more expensive than certifiers without those permissions.  

Costs range from basic consulting fees, to application fees, travel and accommodation expenses, 

inspection fees and the actual cost of certification itself. Costs vary greatly, at times the percentage cost 

is minimal when spread over thousands of units, in other cases such as the meat industry it can be 

expensive, being as much as 1% on an industry that operates on extremely low margins. This is why JNS, 

Australia's largest meat processor, have raised issue with the high cost of certification on numerous 

occassions. 
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It is also apparent from discussions with various politicians that many of you have grossly 

underestimated the cost of certification. Andrew Laming as one example was of the belief that the 

amount raised in Australia from certification was only 2 or 3 Million. However two certifiers alone well 

exceed that figure. Our estimates are that of the 30+ certifiers operating within Australia, around 25 to 

30 million is raised each year. We feel that is a conservative estimate based on the figures we have 

witnessed. 

 

The second, and often much larger expense relates to logistics. This includes anything and everything 

from transport to employment requirements to a complete redesign and manufacture of an entire 

process facility. As Thomson Reuters have estimated, the global cost alone of achieving certification was 

151 Billion in 2013, that's an astronomical figure. As Australia's percentage of certified product is well 

above the average, it's reasonable to assume our logistical costs are also well above the average. This 

would suggest a significant cost and certainly a major burden on any company not able to realise a 

significant gain. It would also explain why JBS have been so critical of halal certification. 

Yes at times costs are minimal and certainly affordable, however this is a cost structure that applies 

every year and on thousands of products, day after day after day. However costs per unit at the other 

end of the scale are nothing short of expensive and clearly a major concern for many businesses, in 

particular the meat industry. 

 

 

Religious certification in the media 

Religious certification has been a major drawcard for Australian media. A simple headline that contains 

the words Halal or Terrorist  or  Racist, is guaranteed to trigger a social media frenzy. Comments from 

both sides of the debate are guaranteed to flow. Accusations of islamaphobia and bigotry are always 

common place, all at the instigation of media. There is little doubt that Australian media has been 

irresponsible with regards to its reporting of religious certification. 

One example is the significant media attention given to Fleurieu Dairy. The initial reporting of this 

company was that they had dropped Halal certification due to pressure by boycotters. This resulted in 

the loss of a contract with Emirates Airline worth $50,000au in sales. In the following two months after 

the initial report, the story was repeated hundreds of times by almost every major media outlet in 

Australia. It generated massive amounts of social attention and even generated sympathy for halal 

certifiers. However all that media attention missed one crucial  point which was the fact that the story 

wasn't actually true.  

Fleuirieu, at no time was not certified, at no time did they stop supplying Emirates and although they 

did attempt to correct the story, you'll only ever find the true story reported a handful of times, as 

opposed to the hundreds of reports happy to run with the lie. The lie made for the better headline. 

 

Rarely will you see the media address the issues important to most people. Labelling, slaughter, 

religious discrimination, tax avoidance and religious belief - these are boring when compared to racism, 

terrorism and bigotry. 

I would encourage each of you to research the above points for yourself and trust that you will reach 

the same conclusion as I - that Australian media cannot be trusted to report on religious  certification 

with integrity or objectivity. 
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Why are there objections to Religious Certification? 

It's important to realise that the objections that relate to both Halal and Kosher are poorly represented 

in the media. Below are a list of reasons as to why people object, and we'll offer a brief discussion of 

each.  

 

 Halal Certification Funds Islam 

 This is by far the most common issue expressed. It is also the single largest objection 

 expressed by many Atheists. Many people would simply prefer not to assist in the funding 

 of Islam, in the same way they would prefer not to fund Scientology. This is not a preference  

 that's exclusive to those opposed to Halal Certification either. Similarly Muslims do not make 

 a habit of funding Atheist events, nor do Catholics make a habit of funding Pastafarian events. 

 There is no justification in being critical of one group, without being critical of all groups. 

 Either you support all, or none, there should be no inbetween. 

 

 Religious Slaughter without stunning. 

 This is easily the second greatest concern expressed. Several years ago this was a hot topic 

 across Australian media. Unfortunately while the reporting has dissipated, the numbers 

 slaughtered without any stunning whatsoever have not . Many reading this will argue that 

 only a small percentage of animals slaughtered are done so without stunning, which is quite 

 correct. Of course it's little comfort to those animals slaughtered in this manner. What they  

 won't tell you however, is that the small 'percentage' accounts for over 250,000  animals 

 slaughtered while conscious. All these animals are slaughtered, while completely 

 conscious, each year. That's the MCG filled twice!  

 Temple Grandin has found that a perfect Kosher slaughter without stunning can be quite 

 humane and may result in death within 3 seconds. She has also found that Halal to be less 

 humane than Kosher largely due to the length and shape of the knife used. However she has 

 also found that neither practice has a high enough percentage of perfect kills that either 

 practice could be considered humane on balance. Additionally the CSIRO, in conjunction 

 with MLA, JAKIM and University Putra in Malaysia, found that animals slaughtered in the 

 Halal method and without stunning, can experience conscious pain levels and high levels of 

 distress for up to thirty seconds after slaughter. While cattle must be stunned immediately 

 after slaughter,  sheep, goats, chickens etc are not provided with that protection. This is a 

 practise that the RSPCA strongly advise everyone to lobby against. As a consequence many 

 people avoid Halal and Kosher certified products for reasons that relate to animal cruelty. 

 

 Religious Slaughter (general) 

 Many consumers are uneasy knowing that an Islamic blessing was most likely performed 

 over their meat. In all seriousness, if a stranger approached you in a restaurant or cafe and 

 asked if they could bless the food you were eating, most of you would naturally feel 

 uncomfortable and decline the offer. Muslims obviously agree as it is a requirement under 

 the Qur'an that for food to be Halal it must not be blessed to another Idol, so their position 

 is the same. Whether a  person believes the food is the same or different is irrelevant, what 

 is relevant is the religious intrusion on someone else's food without their knowledge or 

 consent. Food processors and certifiers fear that  if two identical products were  placed side 
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 by side at the supermarket, one with a label stating the meat had been religiously 

 slaughtered, and the other without, that the meat without a religious affiliation would outsell 

 the other.  

 

 Religious Belief 

 In Islam it is Haram (forbidden) to eat any food that has been blessed to another Idol, this is 

 not exclusive to Islam and has similarities to other religions . While Muslims will often 

 consume Kosher food, far fewer Jews are prepared to eat Halal meat. Additionally Sikh's are 

 specifically forbidden from consuming Halal meat as are Hindu's and Christians.  

 While some will argue that Christians and Muslims worship the same god, others will argue 

 otherwise. Some may argue all Sikh's and Hindu's don't eat meat, which would be incorrect, 

 nor would it address the many products that contain undisclosed by-products from halal 

 meat such as gelatin or rennet found in anything from milk to a packet of chips.  

 Your role is not to analyse the various religious beliefs but to simply acknowledge that they 

 are a concern to many consumers, and that they equally deserve to have their beliefs 

 respected. The issue is largely that Halal certification has grown to the extent that it is now 

 attached to the majority of Australian consumables, but in doing so other religions, or those 

 consumers with alternate religious beliefs, are now being discriminated against. 

 

 Many people oppose religion and Islam 

 Many people simply refuse to support religion in any sense. Many have specific issues with 

 Islam for a multitude of reasons, some rational and valid, some not. However many of these 

 same people have issues with a range of other religions also. Most would object to a food 

 certification scheme connected to scientology just as they would Islam. 

 

 Many oppose the way funds are raised through certification.  

 Fewer people would object to religious certification if profit was removed from the 

 equation. We know Halal Certification is largely about profit and funding Islam, there is 

 sufficient evidence of that and to a lesser extent so is Kosher. Many would not donate to a 

 person shaking a can for religion on the street corner, they wouldn't donate to a religion 

 knocking on their door, so understandably knowing that the groceries they purchase, have in 

 part funded religion, obviously doesn't sit well with everyone. 

 

 

 

 Halal Certification funds terrorism 

 Whether you agree with this or not is besides the point, the issue is that it is a concern for 

 some people. Although it ranks far below what the media would have you believe. While 

 there is no conclusive evidence of Halal Certification in Australia funding terrorism, this is an 

 issue that warrants a proper investigation.  

  

 Many object to the dominance of Halal 

 As previously stated Halal Certification is by far the largest certification scheme in Australia. 

 However in the race to certify anything not bolted down, the greater community has been 

 all but forgotten. Little thought was given by most companies with regards to the impact on 
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 other consumers. Rather than address concerns, many companies adopted a defensive 

 approach and simply stated that their goal was to make their products suitable for everyone. 

 Which as we know is simply not the case.  By behaving as they did the message they have 

 sent to consumers is that your beliefs are not important to us. It is important that the Senate 

 does not repeat that mistake. 

 The end result is that many consumers were labelled as racist or bigoted, which even 

 included many Muslims with similar objections. We're now left with a situation where it is 

 virtually impossible for any consumer to avoid certified products, largely because many 

 companies refuse to adequately disclose this information to consumers.  

  

 Many object to the issue of certifying products that do not require certification. 

 Many view certification as simply a scam, especially when many products naturally halal, 

 that are not required to change in any way whatsoever, are encouraged or required to pay a 

 fee simply to access a market. This is in essence an admission fee into a specific Muslim 

 market, pay for certification and Muslims will buy your product. If any other religion 

 charged an admission fee there would be widespread outrage.  

 

 Many object to discrimination of non Muslim employees 

  Many claim that for meat to be halal, it may only be slaughtered by a Muslim. This means 

 that non Muslims are denied the right to apply for that position. If that were all there is to it, 

 it would be understandable to a degree, despite being a clear case of discrimination. 

 However it  isn't, the Qur'an clearly states that meat slaughtered by people of the book 

 (Christians and Jews) may slaughter meat and that it is lawful for Muslims to consume this 

 meat (Halal). Indeed there is no shortage of confirmation of that point by a range of Imams 

 and Scholars. However the MUI in Indonesia have advised us that they would not allow meat 

 into Indonesia that was known to have been slaughtered by any Non Muslim. Additionally 

 Australia's own Halal Assurance program states that Halal meat may only be slaughtered by 

 a Muslim, the same is claimed by almost every Australian certifier. So despite provisions that 

 allow for Christians and Jews to slaughter Halal meat, in reality they are denied the 

 possibility of employment. It's a move that takes discrimination in the name of religion, to 

 straight out discrimination. If this were not in the name of religion, with religious 

 exemptions, it would be illegal.  

 

 

 

Why are there objections to the objections? 

I did consider not including this section as I felt a submission was the wrong place to address specific 

debate points. I have included it however on the basis that some Senators may have preconceived ideas 

regarding the whole Halal Debate. So for any of you that may, I hope the following may help you view 

this submission with more clarity. 

 

 Boycotters want to deny halal food to Muslims 

 There is a never ending confusion between Halal and Halal Certification. This blurring of  words 

 exists everywhere, even groups that may claim to be against Halal, really are far more against 

 certification than they are Halal. Even when you read a claim that a person objects to halal 
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 as it funds Islam, the objection is really directed at certification. The only real objection you'll 

 ever see directed at Halal and not certification, relates to halal or Kosher slaughter techniques. 

 The amount of times I've witnessed people that do not have an issue with Halal, debate each 

 despite the fact that they essentially agree.  It is ridiculous but  occurs constantly. Most are 

 happy for any Muslim to eat whatever they choose, it is the commercial aspect that receives the 

 greatest objection. 

 

 Halal Certification is not a tax. 

 Actually it both is and isn't. In Australia it's considered a fee, however in countries such as 

 Indonesia and Malaysia certification fees form part of treasury and are, by any definition, a 

 legal tax. One that does apply to Australia with regards to export fees to MUI and JAKIM. As 

 you're no doubt aware the word tax is not exclusively defined to government and has a long 

 history of being applied within religion. Personally however the argument serves to achieve 

 nothing beyond noise  as both Fees and Taxes are expenses, it does seem an issue to a 

 number of people. The fact is that it is both a Tax and Fee and both claims are correct in 

 context. To debate the definition of the word tax to me seems counterproductive and 

 pedantic. 

 

 Those that object to Halal Certification are just Bigots, Bogans and Racists. 

 I personally take offence to that very common accusation. Especially given my own 

 background is in finance with many friends from a range of ethnicities, including Muslims. 

 I also associate with many in the corporate world that share my concerns. I genuinely do not 

 have a racist bone in my body yet as I object to religious funding and oppose animal cruelty, 

 I'm now defined by some, including the Australian media, as a racist. The irony is that many 

 of those that would make that claim, in the same breath, would argue that it's wrong to call 

 all Muslims terrorists, which it is. The fact is, objection comes from a very broad range of 

 people from high level politicians or bankers, to a multitude of tradies, housewives, process 

 workers, police or emergency services. It is wrong to degrade a person simply because they 

 do not agree with your own views. 

 

 Objections to Halal are only from a few thousand, most people support certification. 

 I have really struggled with that argument which is certainly one of the more common. From 

 my observations of those with any knowledge of Halal Certification, it is indeed the 

 overwhelming majority object to Halal Certification. Watching many debates among 

 Atheists, the conclusion always appears to be the same, people  support Halal, or a Muslims 

 right to consume halal product, but they object to the funding of religion through food, they 

 object to certification.  Indeed the same outcome is often achieved among Atheist debates. 

 Certainly there are exceptions,  just as there are Muslims happy to eat pork, drink alcohol 

 and not care for certification, there are some Atheists that support the funding of religion 

 through commercial enterprise, but not many.  

 However there is no evidence I am aware of to suggest the view of this submission, is 

 somehow a minority view. 

 To help determine this we decided to create a  poll that presented as independently as 

 possible. We used KwikSurveys as their software allowed us to filter multiple 
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 users/Isp's/devices to prevent multiple voting. It also allows us to inspect data exclusive to 

 Australia. 

 The poll requires the user to select one option only. The goal was to keep the question as 

 simple, and as direct as possible to eliminate the ability to blur the results. The Poll has been 

 running for approximately three months and will continue until the end of the year. 

  The Poll question is; 

  Halal 
   Certification in Australia - Please select the answer that best applies to You.
   -  I support Halal and Halal Certification 
   -  I support Halal but not Halal Certification 
   -  I do not support Halal or Halal Certification 

   -  I do not know the difference between Halal and Halal Certification 

 

The order of the options is random  and does 

not favour any particular response. Obviously 

the initial results are very biased against Halal 

Certification with the clear majority objecting. 

The figures in the poll screenshot represent 

responses from all countries.  

Below are the figures that relate to Australian 

responses only. Interestingly, on a percentage 

basis, the option that received the  greatest 

support from outside Australia, was the option 

that supports Halal Certification.  
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  While there will be those that will view these results and simply argue the results are biased 

  given who we are and who we would have targeted, I can assure readers that the opposite is 

  indeed the case. When the poll was created, yes it was immediately promoted among various 

  anti certification groups. We also promoted the poll among all major universities, we found 

  large and neutral facebook groups and targeted what we viewed as a neutral audience.  

  However those results were even more biased against Halal and Certification than the current 

  figures. It came to the point that we were actively seeking audiences that may support  

  certification. The poll was promoted among many Muslim pages, it was promoted among 

  groups with an obvious  left bias. Senator Hanson Young, we even promoted the poll numerous 

  times on your face book page. 

  We monitored activity after certain Audiences were targeted. Interestingly we found that 

  after a number of Muslim groups received access to the poll, that there was clear movement 

  in support of Halal, but not in support of Halal Certification. 

  

 

 

 The Total number of responses to the poll so far is 7,110. The total Australian responses as 

 above are 6,738. Which shows that there has been minimal overseas promotion, which is 

 what we aimed to achieve. Given our target audience, areas of distribution and results, it's a 

 reasonable assumption that those that argue in favour of certification are indeed the vocal 

 minority and those that oppose certification are the clear majority. If I were to make one 

 observation of the results it would be that I believe a number of responses against Halal and 

 Certification, should be in support of Halal but against Certification. I also suspect that those 

 that do not know the difference between Halal and Halal Certification should be higher. 

  

 All Animals slaughtered in Australia are stunned first. 

 As you're already aware this is simply not true. Both Kosher and Halal are granted religious 

 exemption from laws that require an animal to be stunned prior to slaughter. While this  does 

 represent a minor percentage of all animals slaughter, as previously claimed this is still over 

 250,000 animals each and every single year. 

  

 The Boycotters are costing Aussie jobs and harming the economy 

 This must be one of the most confusing and poorly thought out arguments I have heard. 

 Firstly the argument rests entirely on the premise that if a consumer chooses not to purchase a 

 certified product, that they must choose not to purchase any product ever. It gives no 

 consideration whatsoever to the concept that people simply buy elsewhere. There is a growing 

 market for companies actively promoting themselves as non certified or non Halal with regards 

 to butchers. Sydney meats, Dick Smith Foods, Arnotts, Lindt Chocolate are just a few 

 companies that have experienced gains due to consumers choosing the non certified option. 

 The boycott movement doesn't  cost jobs, they simply create jobs elsewhere. We've received 

 a number of letters of thanks for helping promote non certified businesses, all of which are 

 local Australian employers.  
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 The argument implies that free market principles of competition should not exist or be 

 supported, which of course is a potentially damaging opinion to hold. All consumers should 

 have a fair right of choice and it is the Senates responsibility to help ensure they do. No one 

 should be forced to support any market. 

 

 If you don't want to eat certified food, then just don't buy it. 

 This is one of the more common arguments and unfortunately identifies just how many  people 

 there are with a poor understanding of the issues that relate to certification. While this issue 

 will be addressed shortly, the short answer is if consumers can't identify a certified 

 product, then obviously avoiding it is near impossible. 

 

 

 Halal Certification is just the same as Kosher, Organic and the Heart foundation tick. 

 While Halal and Kosher certification have similarities, they both have little in common with 

 organic and the heart foundation tick.  

 Firstly organic and the heart foundation schemes both claim underlying health advantages. 

 While Kosher maintains limited health advantages, Halal Certification is applied to a wide 

 range of junk or fast foods ranging from chocolate bars, ice cream, potato chips to 

 McDonalds, KFC, Pizza, fish and chips and many other take away shops. Any claim to a health 

 advantage has long been dismissed, indeed The Codex Alimentarius, to which Australia is a 

 signatory, states clearly:  

 - 4.2 claims on halal should not  be used in ways which could give rise to doubt about the 

 safety of similar food or claims that halal foods are nutritionally superior to, or healthier than, 
 other foods.  
 So Halal has little in common to the others with regards to quality of food or any specific claim 

 to any  health advantage. 

 

 The Heart Foundation tick has a great deal of objection, there are a number of social media

 pages devoted to those objections. What it clearly does not have is a vocal group 

 objecting to those people opposed to the heart tick. Similarly many object to Kosher, yet 

 there are no groups dedicated to opposing those people either. Halal is unique in the respect 

 that people believe Halal Certification should not be objected to or boycotted, however do 

 not extend that objection to those objecting to the Heart Tick or Kosher. It appears a gross 

 double standard to me.  

 Ultimately Organic and the Heart tick are certification schemes based an tangible and factual 

 information. Halal and Kosher are schemes based on a belief system that may or may not be 

 real. Any comparison is a stretch at best. Financially Halal Certification is in a league of its 

 own with respect to both sales and range of products it is applied to. 

 

 The Objectors will harm Exports 

 At the risk of being blunt - so what? It's not like there aren't alternative markets for exporters, 

 infact the alternative market is indeed larger with more growth potential. I question how many 

 that use this argument  would equally argue that we shouldn't support Renewable Energy for 
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 risk it may harm the Coal Industry? Or that we shouldn't lobby against junk food because the 

 industry employs teenagers? The examples are numerous. I wonder how many that apply that 

 argument are fully aware of their own double standards? What we should always support are 

 free market principles,  markets that are built on opposing forces that create need, and by 

 extension a market.  When we argue that people should simply accept a market despite  their 

 own beliefs, then we lose all the benefits a free market has to offer.  

 

 

The Need for  Labelling 

I appreciate this inquiry will take a great deal of your time and understand you have all had to wade 

through many submissions. That in itself should identify how important this issue is to many of your 

constituents. I also hope I've maintained your attention until this point, as the following cannot be 

emphasised enough. 

 

At the beginning of this submission we asked the following of you; 

 

 - Do consumers have the right to be informed over the products they purchase? 

  - Do consumers have the right to have their beliefs respected? 

 

How you progress throughout this submission and the subsequent recommendations you make, will be 

a direct reflection of how the Standing Committee would collectively answer those two questions. 

Before reaching any conclusion, it is important that you understand the issues regarding  certification. 

We have already shown just how large religious certification is, and we've outlined a number of the 

issues that consumers have. Now we'll show how Australian companies are actively withholding 

information from consumers. We'll show that while product information is a significant problem with 

regards to Halal certification, it is also an emerging  problem with Kosher Certification.  

The growth in Halal Certification now means that the majority of food products available in Australia are 

certified, whether that's the entire product or the ingredients used. There are also many complete 

product lines where non certified options have all but been removed. Sugar, cream, pasta, milk, rice, are 

products where purchasing a non halal certified option is now almost impossible. However the problem 

arises when a consumer tries to identify certification. For example brands of cream you're likely to see 

in your typical supermarket are Pauls, Devondale, Bulla, a range of generic brands and a range of 

premium gourmet brands. Of the entire range you inspect, approximately 10 - 15 percent will display a 

logo disclosing certification, however closer to 100 percent of the product you inspect will be certified. 

Pauls, Devondale and Bulla all certify their product, and each and every one withold that information on 

the product. Many that would simply shop by looking at the label would genuinely believe they have 

made an informed choice, however that's far from the reality in Australia. 

Unfortunately this example is the best of it, it gets far worse. We're aware of products that disclose 

certification on the inside of the packet, we're aware of pasta products that only disclose certification in 

Arabic. Seriously, who came up with that idea?  

 

From our own lists, we estimate that over 40% of the products that are certified in Australia, that are 

not meat products, do NOT disclose certification on the packaging. Most cereals, dairy, confectionary 

are all certified with most not disclosing this on the product. It becomes far worse when we look at 

meat. Almost all chicken slaughtered in Australia is Halal and up to 80% of red meat is Halal. Of all that 
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meat, we estimate that less than 5% is accurately labelled.  The question needs to be asked - why not? 

The most logical answer relays back to a previous point we addressed, greed. Simply, companies want 

to keep their export market, they want to keep their domestic Muslim market, and they want to keep 

their greater domestic market. It's easily argued that it is more profitable witholding information from 

consumers. Companies withhold information to maximise sales. I am not aware of any other reason that 

could explain their actions to the same degree.  

With regards to meat,there are logistical and cross contamination issues that come into play, but 

regardless, people have the right to know how their meat was slaughtered. The argument that 'it tastes 

the same' is a poor one riddled with discrimination. 

 

So now we move on to the question of how far will a company go in order to withhold information from 

consumers. Two events standout for me. Nearly twelve months ago we tried to obtain information from 

SPC, a simple request for a list of products that were Halal Certified. After a number of failed attempts 

we solicited help, ultimately we had a team of 13 people all asking which of their products were 

certified. We used web contact, email, phone and social media. All of us were denied a response to our 

question. 

Another example is Simplot Australia. Within the past six months we have arranged questions to the 

company from a range of sources on no fewer than fifty occasions. In a personal phone call to the 

company I was met with a pleasant voice until I mentioned Halal, which resulted in a rapid change of 

tone. When I advised that I was seeking to determine which of their products were certified, I was 

rudely advised that she was unable to provide me with the information and that she could only help me 

with one product at a time. I was then advised that to obtain the information I required, I would need to 

call back for each product they sold. Simplot have well over 200 products in their entire range.  

Further on Simplot, I have made many attempts to obtain information through their web contact, well 

over fifty attempts. Despite claims that enquiries are responded to within seven days we have not once 

received a response. Suspecting a technical error perhaps, we decided to change our approach. This 

time we made our enquiry under the name Mohammed. We received a response to our question within 

two days. Literally hundreds of attempts by a range of people with absolutely no reply, yet Mohammed 

receives a response within two days? Please explain to me how discrimination does not exist with 

regards to food certification in Australia? 

While Simplot and SPC have been the worst of our experience, the problem certainly has not been 

exclusive to those two.  

In preparation for this submission, we compiled a data base of enquiries to forty major Australian 

Companies. We chose many companies known to certify food products for the domestic market. 

Collectively these companies account for thousands of halal certified products that are common place 

among your average shopper. The results are concerning to say the least. 

The question was simple enough, can you please advise which of your products are halal certified? I was 

pleased that a number of companies are completely prepared for the question and more than happy to 

help with my request. However as the list below shows, of the 40 companies asked, only half even 

responded to the enquiry. Of those 20, only 15 were able to adequately provide me with the 

information I required. Of the 40 major Australian companies that were asked the simple question of 

which of their products were certified, 62.5% of those companies did not provide that information. You 

could argue that they don't know, but we both know that's highly unlikely. I think that is an appalling 

percentage. 
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Date Company Product Contact Type 

Attempt 

# Question 1 week response? Answered? 

3/06/2015 SPC ARdmonaSPC Web Contact 1 

Hi, are you able to tell me which of your SPC 

products are halal certified? No No 

3/06/2015 Simplot Egdell Web Contact 1 

Hi, are you able to tell me which of your 

Edgell products are halal certified? No No 

3/06/2015 Simplot Birdseye Web Contact 1 

Hi, are you able to tell me which of your 

Birdseye products are halal certified? No No 

3/06/2015 Bega All email 1 

Hi, are you able to tell me which of your Bega 

products are halal certified? 2 Days No 

3/06/2015 Kellogs Cereals Web Contact 1 

Hi, are you able to tell me which of your 

Kelloggs cereals are halal certified? No No 

3/06/2015 San Remo Pasta email 1 

Hi, are you able to tell me which of your 

Pasta products are halal certified? 2 Days Yes 

3/06/2015 Fleurieu Dairy Web Contact 1 

Hi, are you able to tell me which of your 

products are halal certified? No No 

22/06/2015 Devondale Dairy Web Contact 1 

Hi, are you able to tell me which of your 

products are halal certified? 1 Day Yes 

22/06/2015 Paul's Dairy Dairy Web Contact 1 

Hi, are you able to tell me which of your 

products are halal certified? No No 

22/06/2015 Bulla Dairy Dairy Web Contact 1 

Hi, are you able to tell me which of your 

products are halal certified? No No 

10/07/2015 York Foods Dairy Web Contact 1 

Hi, are you able to tell me which of your 

products are halal certified? No No 

10/07/2015 Abbotts Village Bakery bread email 1 

Hi, are you able to tell me which of your 

products are halal certified? No No 

10/07/2015 George WestonBread Web Contact 1 

Hi, are you able to tell me which of your 

products are halal certified? No No 

10/07/2015 Helgas Bread email 1 

Hi, are you able to tell me which of your 

products are halal certified? No No 

10/07/2015 Tip Top Bread Web Contact 1 

Hi, are you able to tell me which of your 

products are halal certified? 3 Days Yes 

10/07/2015 JC's quality foodNuts Web Contact 1 

Hi, are you able to tell me which of your 

products are halal certified? 5 Days Yes 

11/07/2015 Select HarvestsMultiple Email 1 

Hi, are you able to tell me which of your 

products are halal certified? 3 Days Yes 

11/07/2015 Vetta Pasta Pasta Email 1 

Hi, are you able to tell me which of your 

products are halal certified? No No 

12/07/2015 Mars Multiple Web Contact 1 

Hi, are you able to tell me which of your 

products are halal certified? 3 Days Yes 

21/07/2015 Herbert AdamsPies Web Contact 1 

Hi, are you able to tell me which of your 

products are halal certified? 1 Day Yes 

21/07/2015 Villi's Pies Web Contact 1 

Hi, are you able to tell me which of your 

products are halal certified? No No 

21/07/2015 Lillydale Chickens Poultry Web Contact 1 

Hi, are you able to tell me which of your 

products are not halal certified? No No 

21/07/2015 Johnston and Johnston Medical Web Contact 1 

Hi, are you able to tell me which of your 

products are halal certified? 1 Day No  

21/07/2015 Unilever Australia Multiple Web Contact 1 

Hi, are you able to tell me which of your 

products are halal certified? 2 Days Yes 

21/07/2015 Nestle Multiple Web Contact 1 

Hi, are you able to tell me which of your 

products are halal certified? 1 Day Yes 

21/07/2015 Kimberly Clark Aust Multiple Web Contact 1 

Hi, are you able to tell me which of your 

products are halal certified? 4 Days 

Yes (Not 

certified) 

21/07/2015 Mondelez Aust Multiple Web Contact 1 

Hi, are you able to tell me which of your 

products are halal certified? 1 Day No 

21/07/2015 Beerenberg Farm Multiple Email 1 

Hi, are you able to tell me which of your 

products are halal certified? No No 

21/07/2015 Cerebos Multiple Email 1 

Hi, are you able to tell me which of your 

products are halal certified? 1 Day  

Yes (Not 

certified) 

21/07/2015 CSR Sugars Web Contact 1 

Hi, are you able to tell me which of your 

products are halal certified? No No 

21/07/2015 Fantastic Snacks Multiple Email 1 

Hi, are you able to tell me which of your 

products are halal certified? 1 Day Yes 

21/07/2015 Trident Multiple Email 1 

Hi, are you able to tell me which of your 

products are halal certified? 1 Day Yes 
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Now I would like you to examine for a moment the previous list and the companies mentioned. I 
would also like to bring to your attention the Australian Food and Grocery Council, as I'm sure 
they will be providing you with a submission. I would like to draw your attention to the board of 
directors on that organisation and examine the companies they each represent. 
 

 

 

When you deal with them in the course of this committee, as I'm sure you will. Please ask them three 

questions. 

21/07/2015 Sunraysia Juice Email 1 

Hi, are you able to tell me which of your 

products are halal certified? 2 Days Yes 

21/07/2015 Zafarelli Pasta Email 1 

Hi, are you able to tell me which of your 

products are halal certified? 1 Day Yes 

21/07/2015 Sanitarium Multiple Web Contact 1 

Hi, are you able to tell me which of your 

products are halal certified? No No 

21/07/2015 Heinz Multiple Web Contact 1 

Hi, are you able to tell me which of your 

products are halal certified? No No 

21/07/2015 McCains Multiple Web Contact 1 

Hi, are you able to tell me which of your 

products are halal certified? No No 

21/07/2015 Aldi Multiple Web Contact 1 

Hi, are you able to tell me which of your 

products are halal certified? 6 Days No 

21/07/2015 Colgate Aust Multiple Web Contact 1 

Hi, are you able to tell me which of your 

products are halal certified? 1 Day No 

Chairman of the Board 

Terry O’Brien 

Managing Director 

Simplot Australia Pty Ltd 

Treasurer 

Phil Lynch 

Managing Director 

Johnson & Johnson Pacific Pty Ltd 
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Chairman and Chief Executive Officer 

Unilever Australia & NZ 
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Managing Director 
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Trevor Clayton 
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Nestle Australia Ltd 
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Robbert Rietbroek 

Chief Executive Officer and Managing Director 

Kimberly-Clark Australia Pty Ltd 
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Reg Weine 
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 1: Why, if halal certification is misunderstood as they claim, do so many of the companies 

 they represent withhold information from consumers?  

 2: Why does the organisation become more vocal regarding Halal certification than on any 

 other issue? 

 3: Why, does an organisation that has such a broad range of issues to focus on, in its  

 list of policies only make reference to Halal Certification? 

 

Then ask yourselves what the real reason behind these companies support for certification might be as 

it's certainly not to support religion. 

 

Now I would like to draw your attention to issues that have recently been raised with regards to Kosher 

certification. We know information relating to Halal is actively withheld from consumers, and until 

recently the issues regarding products not being labelled has never really applied to Kosher. However 

according to the general manager of Victorian kashrut certification authority Kosher Australia, a number 

of companies have advised they will no longer be displaying the Kosher symbol as a result of fallout over 

Halal. So now it seems companies will proceed to withhold information from Consumers regarding 

Kosher also.  

 

Compulsory labelling of any food certification is not difficult to achieve, nor is it unreasonable to 

request. In many respects it's far simpler and cheaper than the recent changes to country of origin 

labelling as much of the information has already been achieved through the certification process. The 

costs of obtaining the information that are associated with origin labelling would not apply as the 

information would already be known as part of the certification process. Indeed many companies do 

print the label on their product without any complaint of cost. 

 

Indeed compulsory labelling would hardly be exclusive to Australia. Many countries such as Saudi, 

Indonesia and Malaysia already have established labelling laws in place that have worked well. Among 

non Muslim nations improved labelling laws are gaining momentum. Many countries are now well 

advanced compared to us. Canada has recently introduced laws which require a certified product to 

disclose the identity of the certifier. In America nine states currently have enacted laws regarding Halal 

with more to follow. New Jersey is a model you should explore, however while their penalties for selling 

non halal food as halal are significant, there equally needs to be a penalty for selling halal as non halal. It 

must go both ways. 

 

But one question that needs to be asked, why do we not already have these laws in place? Australia is a 

signatory to the Codex Alimentarius which means we gave an undertaking to comply, where possible 

with the guidelines they have set for us. We gave an undertaking, other countries have complied, why 

haven't we?  

4.1 under additional labelling requirements states quite clearly " When a claim is made that a food is 

halal, the word halal or equivalent terms should appear on the label."   While I do acknowledge that we 

are not bound to undertake all of these recommendation, we did clearly provide an undertaking that we 

would at least work to compliance, to date there is no evidence that we've made any attempt despite 

that clause being in effect for many years. 

 

I would now like to draw your attention to The Food and Labelling Law and Policy Review conducted in 

2009. While the scope of that review was largely outside the terms of reference of this inquiry, there 

was one question of relevance.  
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Question 17 asked  -  Is there a need to establish agreed definitions of terms such as ‘natural’, ‘lite’, 

‘organic’, ‘free range’, ‘virgin’ (as regards olive oil), ‘kosher’ or ‘halal’?  

If so, should these definitions be included or referenced in the Food Standards Code? 

The inquiry received over 550 submissions, the majority provided responses to question 17. Of every 

submission examined, all bar 1 responded in the affirmative. Many of these responses were from 

individuals along with many major food suppliers. Responses ranged from requests for defined legal 

definition, to compulsory labelling. The response was quite overwhelming and was very clearly the 

consensus that the area needed improvement. The only submission offering a negative response was 

submission # 707 made on behalf of the Australian Jewish Community. If you read their response, 

especially response # 20, their solution is to provide the Kosher Authority the power to effectively 

legislate themselves - which to me sounds dangerous on so many levels.  

Of most concern is that despite the overwhelming majority arguing for improved labelling and legal 

definition, the best the review could do with regards to that issue was to find that - " 6.27 Halal and 

Kosher are two religiously based specific consumer values claims relating to food preparation and 

production processes. At this time, alert and informed communities and monitoring by authoritative 

religious bodies appear to provide the discipline necessary for effective self-regulation. Additional 

regulation may be considered in the future if monitoring indicates that this self-regulatory approach is 

ineffective" Basically they just ignored everyone and said leave it as it, it can run itself. Clearly their 

finding that the industry can regulate itself was a poor decision and one that has clearly failed. There is 

no question that self regulation is not an option as companies clearly cannot be trusted to be honest 

with consumers. It is important that this committee does not repeat the mistakes made by that review.   

 

Consumers deserve compulsory labelling. It can only move to benefit consumers that wish to purchase 

certified goods, or to avoid certified goods. Australia has thrived on free market principles of which our 

democratic principles mirror. We have many laws that are designed to prevent companies from 

misleading consumers, however our laws regarding food certification have failed. As an example the 

ACCC has the power to prosecute companies that provide false or misleading claims. Such as if a 

company makes a claim that a product is halal or halal certified, but clearly isn't. They have confirmed 

this is an action that can be prosecuted. However when a false claim of the same example is reversed, 

such as non disclosure of a Halal Certified product, this is not an action they can prosecute as no specific 

claim has been made. But the degree of deception is the same, however when one is lawful and the 

other illegal, it tells you that Consumer Protection Laws have broken down. You need to give the ACCC 

greater powers. As any parent will attest, remaining silent and telling a lie, are often the same thing. A 

number of submissions provided to you have claimed consumer protection laws do prevent deception 

and protect consumers, however none have provided you with evidence supporting those claims. The 

fact is the current laws are inadequate and do not protect all consumers equally. 

If you respect a Muslims belief that they consume Halal food, and if you respect a Jews belief that they 

consume Kosher food, and you make provisions to allow for that, then by extension you must respect a 

person of no faith the right to avoid those foods and cater to their needs equally. These people aren't 

just a bunch of racist redneck bogans that should be dismissed, they are everyday people that simply 

want you to respect their opinions and beliefs.  

 

 

The future of Halal Certification in Australia 

Many of the problems that are connected to certification relate to the speed with which it has grown. 

While its origins date back to the 1970s, making it a relatively new creation, it experienced the bulk of 
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its growth from the late 90's onwards. In many respects it caught everyone by surprise, at one point it 

was something a bit like Kosher but much smaller to suddenly being everywhere and people realising it 

was now the largest certification scheme on the planet.  Growth is set to continue as long as Muslim 

nations continue to make it a requirement for dealing with their countries. Despite some claims that 

Australia needs Halal certification to strengthen our economy, I can assure you the maths does little to 

support that claim. I can assure that, as someone with far more experience than Mr Joyce, that his 

claims that boycotters harm the economy are nothing short of nonsense. The Irony is that his single 

action of expanding on live export to China did far more harm to the Australian Halal Industry than any 

Boycott campaign ever could. 

 

Earlier in this submission I mentioned the size of Halal relative to the global food and beverage market. 

In particular I focused on the 30 percent level which I did for a reason. The reason Certification has 

grown so fast is because the financial gain has been apparent, which has allowed for that degree of 

expansion.  

I come back to this word again - Greed. We've witnessed this degree of growth so many times before, 

technology, resources, china, gold, all ultimately fall over at some point. However Halal Certification has 

one exposed weakness that does not apply to other industries which is that Halal Certification will 

eventually be dictated to by population growth more so than most other industries. While this will 

reduce the level of volatility the Halal industry is likely to experience, it will also be the biggest 

restriction to its long term growth. At twenty percent market share we're seeing the early signs of 

slowing. Meat export figures to Muslim specific countries for the past year have been far from exciting. 

Even Ramadan failed to provide any excitement. Yes there are additional reasons but the fact is the 

Halal market currently is underperforming, especially with regards to Australian Exports. There are a 

number of reasons for this, most of which relate to an increase in competition rather than a decrease in 

demand. Brazil export figures have maintained better momentum to Muslim destinations than Australia 

has, there are a number of other countries working hard to also expand on this market. Once the Halal 

market reaches 30% the dynamics will change significantly. At that point the specific halal market, which 

excludes many products such as fruit and vegetables, will adequately supply the global Muslim 

population. At that point companies won't certify to gain new markets, they will need to certify to avoid 

losing existing markets. Competition will result in a lose, lose scenario as the market at 30% will fail to 

hold any of the momentum we've seen over the past ten years. Companies will be required to certify to 

maintain existing markets rather than expand into new markets and if they don't then there will be 

another ready to take their place. So while the argument that Halal certification is good business is an 

accurate one, it is not a sustainable one, it is in essence a self fulfilling prophecy with a market ceiling. 

The argument of new markets will hold far less weight in ten years than it holds now, however in the 

interim we have existing markets that also have room for growth and we need to capitalise on and 

protect those opportunities. At the end of the day Australian exporters of consumables are in a prime 

position right now. Global demand is high, prices are high and our current au price simply adds to our 

appeal. Our only concern is that our food producers may be focusing  too much on export dollars at the 

expense of the domestic market. Any argument of jobs being lost or exports being hurt, is really just 

unsubstantiated noise. Halal growth will continue, it will progressively lose momentum but it will reach 

30%, and there it will consolidate.  

 

What can the Senate Do? 

As I start to write this conclusion I'm very aware of the magical word counter below telling me I'm well 

past 10,000 words. I would like to thank you for taking the time to make it this far and appreciate your 

time is important. I am aware many of you have objected to this inquiry however I hope I have 

alleviated many of your concerns and provided enough information to show that an inquiry of this 

nature was both needed and justified. 
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And believe me when I say, I have kept this as brief as possible. There are many figures, references and 

observations I could add, however I do feel I have made the points I needed to make.  

As a standing committee, your role is to investigate, advise and report. While much of your job won't be 

easy, it is necessary. There are other countries you can learn from, for example the UK recently rejected 

a bill for labelling of religiously slaughtered meat. Many thought that would be the end of it, however 

the protests simply became louder, as a result of the issue not being dealt with effectively the first time, 

it clearly remains on the agenda of the UK parliament. 

 

There are many steps the Australian government can take to improve certification in Australia. The first 

step is to acknowledge the current form of certification is clearly not working. By doing so you'll be able 

to look at ways of improvement with more clarity. 

  

 Firstly labelling. This is a must and it's something most on both sides agree with. The act of 

 deception must stop. This should be your first goal and this act alone will alleviate a great 

 deal of the tension that exists. 

 

 You must also give attention to the structure of certification. While many would like to see 

 the complete removal of the certifiers in Australia, and given some of their actions I have to 

 say I concur, what you should investigate is the establishment of a government run 

 certification agency. It would allow companies an alternative, it would appease many of the 

 concerns consumers have and help provide a level playing field. 

  

 Another option is a user pays system, which in theory sounds reasonable. While I concede 

 this would be difficult to implement, it is certainly an idea worthy of investigation and would 

 create a fairer system. Given Kosher is largely a user pays system with claims that Kosher is 

 90% funded by the Jewish community, it certainly would appear achievable. 

 

 The ACCC must be given greater powers to police issues relating to certification. This is 

 imperative. The fact is the existing laws are insufficient. 

 

 Companies must be encouraged to self certify. This, from what I have researched, is 

 common among those promoting organic produce. Many companies certify to access export 

 markets, they do so for no other reason. As we know many of these companies are better 

 equipped to identify Halal/Haram than many of the certifiers are. Steps should be taken to 

 encourage self certification for the domestic market, however companies should be 

 accountable for any errors with legal definition of the words Halal, Kosher or Organic would 

 achieve. 

 

The one absolute from where you all sit right now is that the worst action you could take is to do 

nothing. While many of you have objected to this inquiry, I do hope this submission has altered your 

views and highlighted the importance of this issue. I thank you for your time. 

 

Submitted on behalf of  

Australian Consumers Against Halal Certification 
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Links and References 

Discussion regarding the slaughter of Halal meat by Christians and Jews  

http://islamqa.info/en/103 

Article on Canadian Labelling Laws 

http://news.gc.ca/web/article-en.do?nid=857209 

Article on Labelling Laws in the USA 

https://halaltransactions.wordpress.com/ 

Codex Alimentarius 

http://www.fao.org/docrep/005/y2770e/y2770e08.htm 

AFGC 

http://www.afgc.org.au/about-afgc/our-policies/ 

PDF Link to Thomson Reuters report 

https://www.zawya.com/ifg-publications/IslamicEconomy15-251114170832G/ 

SAMI Halal Food Indexes 

http://sami.idealratings.com/ 

Food Labelling Review 2009 

http://www.foodlabellingreview.gov.au/internet/foodlabelling/publishing.nsf/content/home 

ACCC Guidelines 

http://www.accc.gov.au/business/advertising-promoting-your-business/false-or-misleading-statements 

Muslim Objections to Certification 

http://www.newageislam.com/islamic-society/rashid-samnakay,-new-age-islam/the-murky-waters-of-halal-

industry-and-its-labelling-income/d/100165 

http://www.themalaymailonline.com/opinion/erna-mahyuni/article/the-halal-moneymaking-scheme 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uGKHCKua7i4 

Poll 

http://kwiksurveys.com/app/showpoll.asp?qid=518974&sid=xxiy3us7exmo64q518974&new=True 

Australian Certifiers paying Bribes - Tempo 

http://en.tempo.co/read/news/2014/02/24/055557064/Halal-Certificate-for-Sale 

Studies on Religious Slaughter 

http://www.livecorp.com.au/LC/files/98/98780c7e-2e95-4e45-98d9-74ff85c50281.pdf 

http://www.mla.com.au/Research-and-development/Search-R-D-reports/RD-report-details/R-and-D-

Report-Download?itemId=1581 

http://www.grandin.com/ritual/slaughter.without.stunning.causes.pain.html 

http://www.halalcertificationturkey.com/en/2015/06/muslims-gathered-in-istanbul-against-non-

muslims-interfering-in-halal-issues/ 

http://www.thepointmagazine.com.au/post.php?s=2015-05-21-food-companies-drop-kosher-labels-

following-anti-halal-movement 
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This petition is signed by 136 individuals













By Signing below I am requesting that all certification 

including Halal certification be dearly labelled on 

each food product. 

SUBURra&'DRESS PHONE SIGNAfOFf: "NAME: 

This petition is signed by 26 individuals



From: 
Sent: Wednesday, 29 July 2015 6:09 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Fwd: Re: For the Senate food labelling comittee

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.
-------- Original message --------
From: 
Date: 29/07/2015 2:34 pm (GMT+08:00)
To: 
Subject: Re:



This petition is signed by 72 individuals





Kind regards
 
George 

On 29 Jul 2015, at 2:29 pm,  wrote:

Hi George 

 
 
 

 





ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 1459

Submission Details: Mr Greg Kenealy







ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 1460

Submission Details: Mr RIchard White







ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 1461

Submission Details: Mr Umberto Ferraro







ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 1462

Submission Details: Ms Brenda Evans











ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 1463

Submission Details: Mr Philip Copland







ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 1464

Submission Details: Ms J Hilbert







ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 1465

Submission Details: Mr and Mrs Alan and Patricia Stevenson









ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 1466

Submission Details: Mr Don Thomas









ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 1467

Submission Details: Mrs K I  Devine





ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 1468

Submission Details: L T Long







ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 1469

Submission Details: Name Withheld











ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 1470

Submission Details: Mr Frank D'Alusio







ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 1471

Submission Details: Name Withheld













ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 1472

Submission Details: Ms Lyn  Dyne







ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 1473

Submission Details: Mrs Julie Pozzan











ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 1474

Submission Details: Rise Up Australia Party









This petition is signed by 137 individuals















This petition is signed by 2 individuals



ECONOMICS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Third party certification of food

SUBMISSION

Submission Number: 1475

Submission Details: Name Withheld





From: 
Sent: Monday, 27 July 2015 2:09 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Inquiry into third party certification of food.

Senate Standing Committee,

Thank you for giving consumers the chance to give suggestions & voice their concerns,

In Australia there are many types of certifications companies can take out.
Organic & heart tick are for the health conscious consumer.
Kosher is for the Jewish consumer.
Gluten free is for the consumer with health issues.
In nearly all cases, these certifications are targeting a particular consumer group & products are clearly marked
 to let consumers, who require these certain foods an informed choice to buy.
Most are in a separate section of the supermarket, again to help consumers with buying these products.
These companies are not hiding their certification from consumers, nor are they targeting & profiting from the
 wider market who do not require these products.

It's curious how Halal certification on the other hand does the exact opposite.
Halal certified products are not clearly labelled. Companies hide the fact that they have certification, with the
 symbol not shown or hard to find.

How does the consumer, whether Muslim or Non Muslim know whether or not this product is suitable. Where
 is the choice? Why is it hidden? Why are Non Muslim consumers subject to this certification?

There is no ability to choose whether or not you want to support or fund Halal practises.
Halal products are not in a separate section of the supermarket, not clearly labelled.

So many products are Halal certified, that would already be considered Halal ( permissible ) without the
 certificate.

There are many examples of successful non Halal certified companies. Lindt, Arnotts, Greens, Madura Tea,
 Uncle Toby's, McKenzies & hundreds more, don't pay certification fees, but are growing their businesses
 successfully.
Halal certification does not increase or insure better quality, food safety or hygiene.
They are simply religious fees.

In the 2011 census 2.2% of Australians identified as being affiliated with the Islamic religion.
That leaves 97.8% of the rest, have no reason for certification, Sharia Law slaughter & prayer rooms at
 Abattoirs.

It also means that it should be reasonable to expect the following:
The demand for food that specifically meets Islamic Sharia Law requirements would be very low & equating to
 about 2% of food produced for Australian domestic consumption.
Any costs associated with meeting the demand for food that meets Islamic Sharia Law requirements should be
 met by those wishing to consume the food.



That would be Muslim people.

The availability of food products especially produced in accordance with Islamic Sharia Law requirements that
 dictate some method of production, that differs from normal production in Australia ( such as an animal
 sacrifice to Allah ) would be relatively limited, while the norm would be food that was not produced in
 accordance with these requirements.
However food production in Australia does not reflect these reasonable expectations.
For instance, the domestic cost recovery for halal certified products comes primarily from Non Muslim
 consumers because they make up about 98% of those who consume domestically halal certified products.
When it comes to Halal certification, the Australian majority are jumping to the Sharia tune of the minority.
 This has to stop.

Producers & food outlets are seeking halal certification in order to expand into export markets, while at the
 same time failing to disclose this certification to Australian consumers, probably on the basis that to do so
 would affect domestic sales.

The vast majority of consumers are being coerced into adhering with the dictates of a religion that most
 Australians do not practice, by effectively being forced to unknowingly purchase food
( particularly meat ) that is not just food, but the product of an Islamic ritual animal sacrifice in accordance with
 Sharia Law.

Consumers are unknowingly funding mosques & other Islamic projects ( especially overseas ) when they
 purchase Halal certified food.

Food certified schemes in Australia are focused on safety & dietary considerations, used by dates, healthy food
 standards, allergenic, medical issues & dietary information.
Other certification schemes relate to food production, such as the living conditions of animals, use of chemicals
 in farming processes & the Australian produced content of food.

Halal certification schemes differ because they are focused on Islamic beliefs, they fuse Food & Sharia Law.
 These schemes have nothing to do with food quality. Instead they operate to ensure that food is not just food,
 but also an Islamic religious product, particularly in relation to meat.
Like most Australians I do not oppose the right for Muslim consumers to benefit from the halal certification
 schemes for themselves, however it all becomes a bit much when the benefit of halal certification enjoyed by
 Muslims comes at the expense of the rest of us.

Other food product issues.
Other labels that should be on all products.
GMO certified ingredients - which ingredients have been genetically modified.
Country of origin - where the food originated from & where it was packed.
How much of each product, comes  from which country.

As a final comment I would like to say I'm very passionate about this subject & I will not purchase any products
 that are Halal certified.
Halal certification should be banned in Australia.
Or apply a user pays system, whereby the Muslim community, certifiers, etc, pay all costs. This would allow the
 rest of us to go back to our normal way of life & go back to having a choice with buying products that we
 would like.

Thank you.

Sent from my iPad
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1.  Terms of Reference 

On 13 May 2015, the Senate referred the following matters to the Economics References 

Committee for inquiry and report by 30 November 2015: 

a. the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not 

limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and 

general food safety certification schemes; 

b. current labelling requirements of food certification schemes; 

c. the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees; 

d. whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make 

informed purchasing decisions; 

e. details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and the 

potential for these to impact on prices for consumers; 

f. the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and 

returns to producers; 

g. the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including, 

but not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any related 

matters. 

 

2. Overview of Food Regulation System  

Australia’s food regulation system is a cooperative bi-national arrangement involving 

Australia and New Zealand.  In Australia, responsibility for the food regulatory system 

occurs at all levels – Commonwealth, State, Territory and local governments. 

The Department of Health has a joint role in the development of government policy for the 

food regulatory system, in partnership with the state, territory and New Zealand governments.    

Collectively, the food regulatory system aims to:  

 protect the health and safety of consumers by reducing risks related to food;  

 enable consumers to make informed choices about food by ensuring that they have 

sufficient information and by preventing them from being misled;  

 support public health objectives by promoting healthy food choices, maintaining and 

enhancing the nutritional qualities of food and responding to specific public health issues; 

and  

 enable the existence of a strong, sustainable food industry to assist in achieving a diverse, 

affordable food supply and also for the general economic benefit of Australia and New 

Zealand.  

 
For further information, the Overarching Strategic Statement for the Food Regulatory System 

can be found at 

https://www.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/DEF96CFD9D210D21CA25

https://www.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/DEF96CFD9D210D21CA257BF0001A3596/$File/FoFR%20-%20Overarching%20Strategic%20Statement-accessible2.pdf
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7BF0001A3596/$File/FoFR%20-%20Overarching%20Strategic%20Statement-

accessible2.pdf 

The food regulation system is overseen by the Australia and New Zealand Ministerial Forum 

on Food Regulation (the Forum) which has ministerial representatives from all Australian 

Governments (Commonwealth and states and territories) and the New Zealand Government.  

The Forum has responsibility for: 

 the development of domestic food regulation policy; 

 the development of policy guidelines for setting domestic food standards; 

 the promotion of harmonised food standards within Australia and with Codex 

Alimentarius (domestic and export standards with international food standards set by 

Codex Alimentarius);  

 the general oversight of the implementation of domestic food regulation and 

standards; and 

 the promotion of a consistent approach to the  compliance with, and enforcement of, 

food standards.  

Food regulation authorities in Australia and New Zealand work together to ensure food 

regulations are implemented and enforced consistently. This work is done through the 

Implementation Subcommittee for Food Regulation (ISFR). 

Food Standards Australia New Zealand (FSANZ) is an independent statutory authority 

responsible for the development and maintenance of food standards in the Australia New 

Zealand Food Standards Code (the Code). All food produced or manufactured in, or 

imported into, Australia must comply with requirements in the Code. 

The Code sets out requirements for food in four chapters:  

1. General food standards 

2. Food product standards 

3. Food Safety standards (Australia only) 

4. Primary production standards (Australia only) 

The general foods standards chapter incorporates labelling standards in Australia and New 

Zealand. Labelling standards include requirements for genetically modified food, food safety 

and nutrition, health and related claims (including health related endorsements). 

The Code can be found at http://www.foodstandards.gov.au/code/Pages/default.aspx 

In addition to standards in the Code, guidance materials that are not legislated, but assist 

manufacturers, retailers and food officers interpret and apply the Code are also made 

available by FSANZ (http://www.foodstandards.gov.au/code/userguide/Pages/default.aspx) 

the Implementation Subcommittee for Food Regulation 

(http://www.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/foodsecretariat-isc-

publications.htm), and individual state and territory enforcement agencies. 

https://www.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/DEF96CFD9D210D21CA257BF0001A3596/$File/FoFR%20-%20Overarching%20Strategic%20Statement-accessible2.pdf
https://www.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/DEF96CFD9D210D21CA257BF0001A3596/$File/FoFR%20-%20Overarching%20Strategic%20Statement-accessible2.pdf
http://www.foodstandards.gov.au/code/userguide/Pages/default.aspx)
http://www.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/foodsecretariat-isc-publications.htm
http://www.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/foodsecretariat-isc-publications.htm
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In Australia, enforcement of food standards is the responsibility of state and territory 

enforcement agencies and the Department of Agriculture for imported food. 

The food regulatory system has a role in preventing misleading conduct in relation to 

information presented on food.  In order for this to occur there are close linkages between the 

food regulatory system and the Australian Competition and Consumer Commission (ACCC), 

New Zealand Commerce Commission (NZCC), and State and Territory fair trading bodies. 

 

3.  Food Policy Labelling Review  

In 2009 a review of food labelling law and policy was undertaken by an independent panel 

chaired by Dr Neil Blewett.  On 28 January 2011 the review panel presented its report, 

Labelling Logic: Review of Food Labelling Law and Policy 2011 (Labelling Logic) to the 

then Australia New Zealand Food Regulation Ministerial Council (Ministerial Council) now 

the Australia and New Zealand Ministerial Forum on Food Regulation (the Forum).  The 

final report contained 61 recommendations and is available at 

http://www.foodlabellingreview.gov.au/internet/foodlabelling/publishing.nsf/content/48C054

8D80E715BCCA257825001E5DC0/$File/Labelling%20Logic_2011.pdf.   

As a part of their response to Labelling Logic the Forum agreed to a conceptual framework 

for food labelling policy to be guided by a three tier issues hierarchy (see below).  The full 

response can be found at 

http://www.foodlabellingreview.gov.au/internet/foodlabelling/publishing.nsf/content/ADC30

8D3982EBB24CA2576D20078EB41/$File/FoFR%20response%20to%20the%20Food%20L

abelling%20Law%20and%20Policy%20Review%209%20December%202011.pdf 

 

http://www.foodlabellingreview.gov.au/internet/foodlabelling/publishing.nsf/content/48C0548D80E715BCCA257825001E5DC0/$File/Labelling%20Logic_2011.pdf
http://www.foodlabellingreview.gov.au/internet/foodlabelling/publishing.nsf/content/48C0548D80E715BCCA257825001E5DC0/$File/Labelling%20Logic_2011.pdf
http://www.foodlabellingreview.gov.au/internet/foodlabelling/publishing.nsf/content/ADC308D3982EBB24CA2576D20078EB41/$File/FoFR%20response%20to%20the%20Food%20Labelling%20Law%20and%20Policy%20Review%209%20December%202011.pdf
http://www.foodlabellingreview.gov.au/internet/foodlabelling/publishing.nsf/content/ADC308D3982EBB24CA2576D20078EB41/$File/FoFR%20response%20to%20the%20Food%20Labelling%20Law%20and%20Policy%20Review%209%20December%202011.pdf
http://www.foodlabellingreview.gov.au/internet/foodlabelling/publishing.nsf/content/ADC308D3982EBB24CA2576D20078EB41/$File/FoFR%20response%20to%20the%20Food%20Labelling%20Law%20and%20Policy%20Review%209%20December%202011.pdf
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This Framework recognises that labelling for food safety should be the highest priority, 

followed by labelling for preventative health.  These areas will generally be regulated in food 

standards due to the higher risk in these areas. 

Additionally the framework identifies that labelling in relation to consumer value issues (such 

as the welfare of animals, religious beliefs, environmental issues, human rights and methods 

of production), should generally be initiated by industry response to consumer demand, with 

the possibility of some specific methods or processes of production being referenced in 

regulation, where this is justified, such as in the case of market failure to respond (e.g. for 

Country of Origin Labelling, Genetically Modified foods and irradiated foods).  Usually, any 

regulatory action would be under consumer protection law rather than food regulation. 

Therefore labelling of food in relation to consumer value issues in most cases can be 

provided by the food industry on a voluntary basis if they choose as long as the information is 

not false, misleading or deceptive under consumer and fair trading laws.   
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From: 
Sent: Monday, 13 July 2015 4:41 PM
To: "economics.sen@aph.gov.au"@smtp1.aph.gov.au
Cc: Bushby, David (Senator)
Subject: Fw: Submission 13-7-15

.  I DO NOT WISH MY NAME AND ADDRESS TO BE
PLACED ON THE WEB WHEN THIS IS PUBLICISED. I DO NOT WISH TO BE ABUSED OR
THREATENED  BY THOSE WHO DO NOT SHARE MY OPINION.

I AM ALSO VERY CONCERNED THAT UNDESIRABLE PEOPLE AND "LONE WOLVES"  WILL BE
ABLE TO HACK YOUR WEBSITE AND DOWNLOAD LISTS OF PEOPLE AND THEIR ADDRESSES
WHO HAVE SUBMITTED CONCERNS ABOUT HALAL AND CAUSE THEM OR THEIR FAMILY
 HARM.
I ALREADY KNOW PEOPLE WHO ARE TOO FRIGHTENED TO RELATE THEIR CONCERNS ABOUT
THE EXTENT AND HIDDEN COST OF HALAL FOOD BECAUSE OF THESE ATTACKS.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Senate Economics Reference Committee

Senator Mark Bishop, Chair W.A. ALP
Senator David Bushby, Deputy Chair Tas. LP
Senator Sam Dastyari NSW. ALP
Senator Louise Pratt W.A. ALP
Senator John Williams NSW. NATS
Senator Nick Xenophon S.A. IND

I note that :

*..3 of the 6 committee members are ALP and voted against the proposal of an
inquiry into halal food.. –

*..Sam Dastyari, previously a union boss,. chief NSW Labor fund raiser, will
be Chairman of investigation into Halal Food Tax.

*..19 out of 20 electoral seats with large muslim voter population,.. held
by Labor who are especially prejudiced against this inquiry.
-----------------------------------------------------
By the makeup of the panel, I suspect the outcome is a foregone conclusion
in favour of keeping the Halal Tax and there will be no suggestion it is
used for illegal purposes, or that it is UNFAIR  …  An official whitewash.
I do not feel this is an impartial panel.   The Chairperson of the committee
is Sam Dastyari, who voted against the  inquiry he now heads.  Mr Dastyari
should step aside as Chairperson as his obvious conflict of interest
undermines the integrity, not just of the committee, but also of the whole
process.

Senator Dastyari is unsuitable to remain as the proposed chairperson.  The
person who wanted the inquiry, Senator Bernardi, is not even on the panel.

The government called the inquiry mostly in response to community anger over



Halal certification schemes, rather than for instance Kosher or Heart
Foundation approval.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

TERMS OF REFERENCE

A      the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia
including, but not limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and
genetically-modified food and general food safety certification schemes;

B     current labelling requirements of food certification schemes;

C     the need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay
certification fees;

D     whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian
consumers to make informed purchasing decisions;

E      details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or
manufacturers, and the potential for these to impact on prices for
consumers;

F      the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export
market access and returns to producers;

G     the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about
certifiers including, but not limited to, certification processes, fees and
financial records; and any related matters.

--------------------------------------------------

A    Organic is labelled, Kosher is labelled, about 5%  of HALAL is
labelled, many crops are GM.  The only one that concerns, worries, annoys
and distresses me is HALAL and the number of certifiers (over 20), many I
believe are not qualified for this , and the amount of money they collect,
is said to be well over one billion dollars each year.  The only ones
involving religion or political way of life are HALAL and KOSHER.

B    Currently HALAL labelling is not there. About one product in 50 of
HALAL food and other goods is labelled.  In my opinion, it is a disgrace
that so much food is subject to the HALAL impost.  It Is impossible to
survive without eating HALAL food, and using HALAL products, and it is not
necessary for products for use in Australia to be HALAL.
Most of the foodstuffs and other goods do not need certification.

C     There is a need for labelling as above.

D      HALAL provides NO information on most products so we are forced to
buy HALAL.

E     There are no details regarding fees.  I believe the producers who pay
certification fees have to sign a non disclosure agreement.  I also believe
that producers paying HALAL fees do so, as they are told they will not be
able to export their products and their business needs to be halal.  Meat
for export is probably necessary for the economy.

F      Food, mainly meat, for export may be HALAL as it is necessary.

G     No information in any of those processes, fees and records, or related
matters has been supplied and is a secret.



I am discussing in my submission  mainly   B,C,D,E . and G. I have mentioned
A and F

                    =========================================

I should imagine that no-one on the committee has any idea of how widespread
the halal food impost covers.  SO much so that when I first found out about
halal and the meaning and use of the certification fees, I was horrified. In
the year that I first learned the meaning of halal, I have investigated all
I could and studied labelling and found it to be non-existent in the main

Most people, politicians and commentators have no idea what HALAL means.
They think it is a tasty middle eastern cuisine.  WRONG !!!

At first I thought it only was to do with export meat, which I think is the
only reason for halal to be allowed.  But now I find it covers 99% of all
meat throughout Australia.  If I don't want to eat halal meat, I have to be
a vegetarian.  I have found a NON-halal butcher, but it would be a 220km
trip, and I am unable to undertake this travel.  I am unsure if I am able to
eat pork or bacon, as one certifier has said that now these products are
paying the certification fees when they don't need to, as these products are
not supposed to be eaten by muslims.  SO why is our domestic market
infiltrated?

Then I thought it was only vegemite, cadbury's and some cheeses which were
the only halal foodstuffs, but now I find it is 95% of all foods that are
definitely halal. In my investigation I can only deduce that the reason for
this is as follows:-

DHIMMITUDE.   This word means "the muslim system of controlling non-muslim
populations conquered through jihad".  Specifically it is the TAXING of
non-muslims in exchange for tolerating their presence AND as a coercive
means of converting the conquered remnants to islam. It is Sharia Law.

About 5% of our foodstuffs are labelled by a circle with squiggles inside
showing it is halal, either on the packets or inside the seams of the
packets or on part of the website, The rest have no symbol.  They need a
large letter "H", not a miniature symbol hidden among other symbols such as
"dispose of carefully", "recycled material". "please recycle", "product of
Australia" and other such useless information.

All KRAFT food is halal so why is Vegemite labelled and Bonox not labelled?
My vegemite went in the bin a year ago. I always ate MARMITE, but all
SANITARIUM products are halal and unlabelled.   The only unlabelled and
non-halal are "3Threes, Dick Smith and possibly Freedom" spreads.  This is
only one example that still gives me a choice Most have NO choice..

NO ONE COULD SURVIVE ON FOOD THAT IS  NOT HALAL

I do not want to be told that Australia has religious freedom, I know this,
but HALAL is not just religious, but political in Islamic Sharia Law.

This is another objection!!!!!

I do not have the choice NOT TO BUY, because I have to eat.

We should ALL have the freedom to have a choice with food we buy.

There should be no intimidation and interference in the food of over 90% of



the population.   Halal or HARAM.  I want HARAM.  It is impossible to live
unless I have a farm and grow my own vegetables and have pigs, goats and
chickens for meat.

Over 90% of food is halal certified and not labelled in the main, for the
use of 10% of the population.  The other 90%  of people have 10% of food
from which to choose, and we would die on this diet.  IT IS NOT FAIR.

BUT, how about toilet paper, toiletries, makeup and  plastic goods, dog and
cat food, vitamins, medicines, make-up, toothpaste, bottled water, all
frozen foods, most milks (3 not halal), nearly every cheese, bottled and
tinned food, nuts, berries, all processed foods, fresh fish and MOST OF
THESE ARE UNLABELLED and all are halal.

MEDICINE and VITAMINS ???  MAKE UP ??? TOILET PAPER  ???  DOG FOOD  ???
PLASTIC  ???  Really... This is not realistic.

So what can be eaten - to my knowledge  if HALAL food is not used:-

2 or 3 milks, a few hardly known cheeses, 1 butter (unavailable here, 1 or 2
yoghurts

1 olive oil,

No supermarket breads (bakeries use halal flour),

No fresh fish (except possibly John West, Paramount tinned fish , Brunswick
sardines)

all McKenzies brand   (Good, I can eat sodium bicarbonate, lentil flour,
coconut flour and quinoa flour)

Continental brand (packet soups)

A couple of brands of tea which I don't like - and no instant coffee

Greens cake mix and biscuits,  Only I want to make my own.  Impossible.

To make matters worse,many items pay the halal impost several times.
So lets look at the Halal process.     a grain of oats ,

step 1, the grower pays halal to show it has not been contaminated handling
in any way ,
step 2 the Truckee pays halal to show there is no pig poo in his truck,
step 3 the wholesaler pays halal to show he does not sell gelatin etc ,
step 4 another truckie pays halal to take it to the breakfast cereal maker ,
step 5 the breakfast cereal maker pays halal as well ,
step 6 trucked to IGA warehouse another halal payment ,
step seven IGA pays halal so the warehouse is halal ,
step 8 truck pays halal to truck to supermarket ,when does all this end

Halal certification is a tax (jizya) imposed on Kaffirs (infidels or
unbelievers) by Muslims as outlined in the Koran. To willingly accept this
imposition means the Kaffir acknowledges the dominance of Islam which makes
them a dhimmini. People like Chris Johnston are nothing more than dhimminis,
quite prepared to accept Muslim subjectation of Australia's non muslims.
People like him are scum of the earth.

Now even though these above companies do not pay the halal impost, the
trucking company which brings them to the shops DOES PAY in the main, so
what chance is there?  Even fruit and vegetables are probably caught in the



transport halal impost, so all foods are probably halal as Mr El Mahouelhy
has bragged on his website in the past. He has said the only things not
HALAL are alcihol and pork.  But these also are being dragged into the HALAL
banner.  Even some bottled water is HALAL.

NO CHOICE - NO FAIRNESS - at least not for 90% of the population.

I object to 20 or more certifiers who collect 2 billion dollars each year to
use as they wish.  These men are not always qualified to do their job as I
have been told.  I do not care if food for export is halal, but to impose
this, WITHOUT CHOICE,  to 90% of Australians is WRONG.   (DHIMMITUDE -
Sharia Law)

Where does this huge amount of money go???  Mr El Mahouelhy has said his
wife buys shoes  with some of his and he is a multi-millionaire, but there
are suggestions much is funnelled  overseas through charities  to Syria.
Draw your own conclusions from that.  Even the ABC said on 3 July, 205, many
Islamic charities  are sending money to ISIS.

I hardly expect the 3 people involved in this inquiry who do not want any
submissions against HALAL, to do anything positive in this regard. There is
little democracy here.

NO CHOICE - NO FAIRNESS - at least not for 90% of the population.

At least GLUTEN FREE and  ORGANIC, and Kosher are marked as such and there
is a choice, NOT SO WITH HALAL products.  How can nuts and berries be HALAL?
The whole HALAL system is now a SCAM.

IT'S NOT POSSIBLE TO STAY ALIVE not eating HALAL food  for  HALAL objectors.

=================================================================
    

===============================================================

--
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SENATE INQUIRY INTO FOOD CERTIFICATION SCHEMES  
 
 
I hereby forward my submission to the Senate Standing Committees on 
Economics with regard to the food certification schemes.  I air my concerns 
within the framework of the terms of reference, a – g.  
 
Eardley Lieversz 
 

, ,  
 

 (landline) 
 (mobile) 

 
 



a. the extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, 
but not limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-
modified food and general food safety certification schemes;  
 
Types of food certification schemes 
 
The public needs to know about the types of food certification schemes which 
prevail, the extent of their market penetration and whether or not they are 
public/government/tax payer funded.  With regard to religious food 
certification schemes there should be greater transparency in processes so that 
the public doesn’t become an unwitting participant in schemes it disagree with.  
 
An exhaustive list of participants and products  
 
The public needs an exhaustive list of products, brands, companies and 
certifying bodies which participate in the various food certification schemes and 
the specific amount of money which changes hands.  Then the consumer can 
establish whether the certification is morally acceptable, the labeling clear and 
conspicuous, and decide for themselves whether the players are making accurate 
claims regarding the benefits to the country from food certification schemes, and 
use such information to make informed decisions. 
 
The criteria by which non meat products obtain a religious certification 
 
There should also be a greater awareness of the criteria by which religion based 
food products obtain certification. We know that halal and kosher meats require 
animals to be killed in a specific way. With regard to halal meats the butcher 
needs to say an appropriate prayer.  But the public also needs to know the 
criteria according to which non meat products are certified as kosher or halal. If 
there a specific religion based preparatory requirement (s) that needs to be 
followed and if so, they/this need(s) to be qualified. 
 
With regard to non meat products it is important to know whether there is a 
distinction between the manner in which religiously certified non meat products 
are produced and the manner in which mainstream food products with no 
religious certification are prepared and processed. In other words, according to 
what criteria are Anzac cookies and Coon cheese certified as halal?  If there isn’t 
a significant difference then clearly some form of extortion may be taking place if 
non meat products require halal (and kosher) certification. 
 



The essence of halal is that any food is forbidden to Muslims if it includes blood, pork, 
alcohol, the flesh of carnivores or carrion, or comes from an animal which has not been 
slaughtered in the correct manner, which includes having its throat slit.  Halal mainly 
involves meat.  But the public needs to understand why many non meat foods which are 
intrinsically halal and therefore do not require certification, are nonetheless halal certified.  
 
I think it important that I as a consumer and tax payer am made aware of how food other 
than meat, meets halal or kosher requirements.  For example, is there a specific manner in 
which, to take an example, cheese, is prepared that makes it halal compliant? Does the 
machinery have to be free of alcohol contamination and are there other specific religious 
requirements which have to be met in the production process?  Are these prescriptions 
followed in their production? Or are they made as they always have been and the halal 
certification a mere matter of economics?  
 



b. current labeling requirements of food certification schemes;  
 
Labeling and segregation of religious certified food 
 
Muslims and Jews are entitled to their foods as long as they do not expect non Muslims and 
non Jews to subscribe to their dietary laws. This does not appear to be happening because 
the labeling isn’t clear.   
 
I am comfortable with the manner in which kosher meat and kosher products are 
certified and distributed at shops and supermarkets.  The labeling is clear and 
the shelves are segregated. I am able to make an informed decision and avoid 
kosher products if I choose to.  However, this is not the case with all halal 
certified products. 
 
At present manufacturers are not required to make the halal logo clearly visible on the shelf 
and supermarkets are not required to segregated halal certified products, from meats to non 
meats. As such the consumer is easily deceived into buying halal certified products 
 
Meat products 
 
Halal meat products are sold at halal butcheries and I can avoid them if I wish to. 
But I need to know whether the flesh of goats, chickens and lamb which are 
killed at halal compliant abattoirs are also sold at supermarkets without any 
labeling or unclear labeling.   
 
Non Muslims who do not wish to consume meat from animals killed in a non humane 
manner have every right to be able to distinguish between halal/kosher beef and other 
forms of meat. In this manner they can make ethical choices.  
 
The inquiry needs to establish whether halal meat is only sold through halal butchers. If this 
is the case Muslims can patronise halal butchers and non Muslims can avoid them.  And the 
money which is exchanged for the certification of meat products is between Muslims. 
 
Sometimes organizations run by non Muslims and patronised mainly by non Muslims use 
halal meats, to appeal to Muslim customers, but are quite transparent about it. For instance, 
the Indian eatery Pakwaan advertises the fact that they use halal meats and openly display 
certificates to this effect.  Where Pakwaan is concerned the consumer can make an informed 
choice.  If the consumer opposes the inhumane killing of animals, does not consider halal 
meats to be superior to non halal meats, and prefers that the profits go to those who labour 
to get the meats on to the shelf, than an organisation which gets money for no sweat, he/she 
can avoid Pakwaan outlets.   
 



Non meat products 
 
The halal certification scheme is not limited to meat products and covers non 
meat food which is intrinsically halal, and thus does not require certification, including 
milk, honey, fish, vegetables, fruits, legumes, nuts and grains.  I am unable to make an 
informed choice with regard to intrinsically halal food which is halal certified because they 
are not segregated on supermarket shelves and not clearly labeled.  
 
There is a lack of transparency with regard to halal certified non meat products. 
I will provide two examples of unclear labeling with regard to non meat products. 
 
Nut bars of the “Be Natural” brand. 
 
On the packet which has 4 bars it states “Look no preservatives”.  It states that Be Natural 
Snacks will help fund local community projects to protect and repair our precious 
environment.  But nowhere on the packet does it say that the item is halal certified.  
 
However on the inside of the nut bar wrapping there is there is a halal logo. But you 
wouldn’t detect it if you weren’t searching for it.  
 
Coon cheese 
 
 The halal symbol for Coon cheese is on the inner package. In order to find the halal logo you 
have to purchase the product and then open the outer packet and turn over the inner packet 
or packets to detect the halal logo. 
 
There are many more items that the average Australian household consumes which are 
surreptitiously halal certified.  In other words a good many non Muslims are practicing 
Islam, following the dictates of sharia, and supporting Islamic activities, without knowing it.  
I have no problems with an Asian takeaway or a fast food outlet advertising halal products.  
They are referring to the meat they use which is true halal. And they are quite transparent 
about it. Most probably they purchase meat from a halal butcher.  The concern lies with the 
halal certified foods on supermarket shelves which conceal their halal status, implying 
sinister motives, particularly when the manufacturers go to great lengths to conceal their 
halal status.   
 
I suspect that the Muslim certification authorities are practicing extortion. They are telling 
manufacturers that if they want Muslim custom and to also penetrate the overseas Muslim 
market they should certify all foods that Muslims eat (even those which are intrinsically 
halal) and even foods Muslims don't eat (e.g. Easter eggs). It isn't so much about religion as 
profiteering by Muslim organisations and bodies. 
 



c. the need for labeling on products produced by companies that pay certification 
fees;  
 
Clearly, companies which pay certification fees for products should label those 
products. But equally important is that the labeling be clear and visible on the 
shelves. Most halal certified products have a halal logo but it is hidden. This is 
very deceitful and unethical.  
 
There is no doubt that non meat and intrinsically halal foods which are halal certified are 
sold at supermarkets.  Manufacturers possibly pay big sums of money to get non meat food 
items certified as halal and in order to recoup expenses they need to sell the products to non 
Muslims and therefore have an incentive to mix halal products with non halal products on 
supermarkets shelves and to conceal the status of halal certified products.  This then leads to 
deception either in the form of not labeling at all, or in concealing and hiding the labeling. 
 
Manufacturers may argue that Muslims expect even intrinsically halal foods to have a halal 
certification. I can go along with this as long as non Muslims can distinguish between halal 
and non halal foods (e.g. halal only stores or halal only sections in supermarket). However, 
this is not the case. Manufacturers do not wish to jeopardise the non Muslim customer who 
appears to be their main market and who also defray the cost of halal certification payments. 
Hence, manufacturers go to great lengths to conceal the halal certification logo. (For 
instance, Cadburys chocolates have a halal sign which is hard to detect.) But this is deceitful 
and unethical. Manufacturers wish to corner the Muslim market (domestic and overseas) 
and then surreptitiously get non Muslims to subsidise their agenda. 



d. whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian 
consumers to make informed purchasing decisions;  
  
At present Australian consumers are inveigled into buying halal certified food 
products without their knowledge.  At the very least consumers should be aware 
that they are purchasing halal certified products. 
 
Spatial segregation of halal certified food 
 
The halal certification scheme is so widespread that it encroaches on brands 
popular with non Muslim Australians.  Hence, along with clear and upfront 
labeling, halal products should be spatially segregated, in product sections.  For 
instance, Coon cheese should be separated from cheeses that are not halal 
certified in the cheese section. Cadburys chocolate should be separated from 
chocolate brands which are not halal certified.  This will enable consumers to 
make informed choices without hurting themselves. 
 
When food is segregated on shelves people can see the alternatives to halal and 
kosher certified products. Although consumers are conditioned to buy certain 
brands it is easier for them to choose other brands when the food is segregated. 
 
Consumers should be able to make informed choices based on religious beliefs or 
non beliefs, and cost effectiveness.  They may very well choose to go for halal 
certified products on the criteria of price.  But whatever decision the consumer 
makes it should be based on the information being clearly available to them.  
 
It is often claimed that exports to Muslim countries make prices cheaper for 
Australian consumers.  Talking hypothetically, if Cadburys does not experience a 
drop in sales when its halal certification is made visible through being 
segregated on shelves its process are lower, then market forces would have 
prevailed. If on the other hand, Cadbury experiences a drop in sales and a 
company which produces chocolates without halal certification picks up the 
slack, then market forces will again prevail. Cadburys will then have to decide 
whether local sales are less important than export sales to Muslim countries.  
 
Market forces will only prevail when consumers are not left in the dark, are not 
confused, are not mired in ignorance, and are left with clear options.  Segregating 
halal certified products on supermarket shelves will be the best way to achieve 
this. 
 
  



e. details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and 
the potential for these to impact on prices for consumers;  
 
At the moment transparency is lacking.  Muslim organisations will claim that 
halal certification creates employment and export income for Australia.  
Manufacturers claim that export incomes reduce the price for Australian 
consumers. But none of these claims are substantiated with statistics and data.  
No research papers have been produced on this matter. This is because the 
Australian Federation of Islamic Councils (AFIC) and manufactuers are coy in releasing 
details. 
 
The consumer and the Australian public need to have a precise breakdown of 
fees paid for halal certified food products.  In addition they need to know how 
these fees are distributed all the way through the supply chain.  From the farm 
and feed producers to the abattoir, the processors, the producer of spices and 
ingredients, the trucking company, the supermarket and all the way to the 
shopping bag at the check-out. Does this also include the bank that finances the 
farmer? Do all these players need to be sharia compliant?  
 
As a basis of comparison, details of the costs involved in kosher certification 
schemes should be provided.  We need to know who bears these costs, the end 
user, the Jewish community or the Australian tax payer. 
 
Ideally, the user pay principle should prevail with the appropriate religious 
community bearing the costs.  My understanding is that this is the case with 
kosher certification. But with regard to halal the producer, supplier and non 
Muslim consumer (unwittingly) appear to bear the costs. 
 
We need to know of price differentials, if any, between halal certified meat 
products at a halal butchery and halal certified meat products at a supermarket, 
wherever the latter prevails.  In brief, are Muslim consumers being subsidised at 
the expense of non Muslim consumers? 
 
Finally, we need to know whether certification fees increase or reduce the price 
of products.  In other words, we need to know what the price of a product with 
religious or non religious certification would be in the absence of fees of 
whatever sort.  Will the price go down if fees are not paid to certifying bodies? 
Or will prices go up because by exporting to overseas markets sufficient profits 
are made to keep prices down? 
 
 
 
 



f. the importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market 
access and returns to producers;  
 
Meat and meat products should be considered separately. And where meat is 
concerned a distinction should be made between live exports and beef processed 
in Australia. 
 
Export market for meat products 
 
The public needs to know the proportion of live exports to Muslim countries to 
halal certified processed meats? The public needs to know the relative 
importance of live exports to processed meats (which require halal certification).  
The public needs to know what proportion of meat that originates in halal 
certified abattoirs in Australia serve the overseas Muslim market versus the 
domestic Muslim market. 
 
If it is the case that halal certified abattoirs produce meat mainly for the 
Australian market it would make a mockery of the claim that halal certified meat 
enables Australian producers to penetrate foreign markets.  The public needs 
further clarity on this matter. 
 
If the halal meat (from animals killed in Australian abattoirs according to Muslim 
rites) exceeds the trade in live animals, Australian consumers will not be affected 
as long as the meat is sold through recognised outlets (halal butchers) and 
advertised clearly as being halal.  
 
The issue here is whether or not the producers bear the costs of halal processing 
and certification and not pass on the costs to the general consumer or the 
government, and therefore the tax payer.  If producers wish to tap the Muslim 
market, in Australia and overseas, they should ensure that non Muslims do not 
bear the cost. 
 
Export market for non meat products (intrinsically halal) 
 
This is an area where producers need to come clean.  Is the Muslim market, local 
and overseas, more important to manufacturers than the non Muslim market, 
local and overseas?  If it is, then there will no reason to introduce halal by stealth. 
They would make the labeling of halal certified products more conspicuous and 
have less incentive to conceal the halal logo. But the fact that they go to great 
lengths to conceal the halal logo suggests that they do not wish to alienate the 
non Muslim consumer who is their main customer. 



Problems arise when major manufacturers and supermarket chains get involved 
in halal for financial reasons. The manufacturers pay big sums of money to get 
non meat food items certified as halal and they cannot afford to segregate halal 
products from non halal products in supermarkets.  The lack of transparency 
gives the appearance of some sort of collusion between the Australian Federation 
of Islamic Councils (AFIC), manufacturers, suppliers and supermarket chains.  
 
So we need to know the volume of sales of all types of halal certified products, overseas and 
domestic. Then it will become clear whether halal certification increases overseas market 
penetration to the extent that it makes the domestic market irrelevant, or whether the 
domestic market is the main source of sales.  If the latter is the case clear labeling and 
segregation on supermarket shelves is of paramount importance if the bulk of consumers 
are to make informed choices. 



g. the extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers 
including, but not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; 
and any related matters.”  
 
The crux of the entire controversy and public suspicions with regard to food 
certification schemes is the distinct lack of transparency. The public or lawyers 
representing the public and appointed by the government should have access to 
all records pertaining to not just halal and kosher certification, but all forms of 
food certification schemes.  Requests made by the public should be responded to 
by the relevant parties. Manufacturers and certifying bodies should reveal at 
request, monies paid and received, and the cost of certifying each and every 
product which receives a certification.  The estimated 300 companies involved in 
halal certification should open their books. 
 
This will also provide an incentive for manufacturers to verify their claim that 
halal certification reduces prices for the Australian consumer.  Also, the Halal 
Certification Authority Australia (HCAA) can use this opportunity to verify its 
claim that halal business generates $8 billion for the economy of this country 
through exports and has created 30,000 jobs directly and about 400,000 jobs 
indirectly. 
 
Halal certification is not regulated by the Federal Government through the 
Australian Quarantine and Inspection Service (AQIS).  The AQIS limits itself to 
quarantine matters.  It regulates the quality of halal certified meat food but has 
no involvement in non meat halal products, or in the monitoring of fees charged 
for halal certification.  
 
What is needed is a federal regulatory body which overseas all food certification 
schemes, particularly halal and kosher. All financial records pertaining to food 
certification payments should be lodged with this body which produces an 
annual report based on the complete financial records of manufacturers involved 
in paying food certification fees, and that of the HCAA, Kashrut and other 
certification authorities.  It should also be responsible for the proper labeling of 
products that have been certified.  It should field inquiries from consumers 
regarding any aspect of food certification schemes, including an exhausting list 
of products which are certified by whom for whom, and the funds that are 
exchanged in each particular case. 
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From:
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Our submission to the enquiry on the third party labelling of food
Date: Tuesday, 28 July 2015 9:28:04 AM

Please find below our submission to the committee.

As a predominantly Christian country, where Muslims make up only a tiny percentage of the population, it
 strikes us as odd why over 95% of chicken and large proportions of other meats are sacrificed to the Islamic
 god, Allah.

It also strikes us as odd that discriminatory employment practices required for halal slaughter dominate much of
 the meat processing industry in a country that supposedly prides itself on the principle of giving everyone a
 ‘fair go’ and backs this up with some of the strongest ‘anti-discrimination’ laws in the world.

We are not fans of ‘anti-discrimination’ laws in general, but if these laws are powerless against overt religious
 and sex discrimination against non-Muslims and women, then we wonder why we have them at all.

For example, current requirements for slaughtermen according to the Islamic Co-Ordinating Council of Victoria
 include: Must be practicing male Muslims of good character known by at least two prominent Australian
 Muslims who are prepared to write a reference; must obtain a reference letter from the Imam of the Mosque
 where the slaughter man is well known; and must be members of an Islamic Society. Furthermore, during halal
 slaughter, Allah’s name be praised in a reverential tone by saying "Bismillah" (In the name of God) and then
 "Allahu akbar" (Allah is the greatest) before each individual slaughter.

There seems to be a large discrepancy between theory and practice in Australian anti-discrimination laws when
 it comes to halal slaughter. We therefore urge the committee, under its first term of reference, the extent of
 food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia, to investigate these discriminatory practices in the meat
 processing industry and recommend that they be outlawed as offensive in a predominantly Christian country
 and completely incompatible with our anti-discrimination principles.

Yours faithfully,

Dr David and Ruth Cummings

mailto:Economics.Sen@aph.gov.au
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30 Jul 2015

RE: Third party certification of food

Dear Sir/Madam,

My submission is primarily related to the religious certification of food whether it be Kosher or Halal 
or any other  religious ritual.

All people in this country ought to enjoy religious freedom – that is the freedom to choose or reject 
religious rituals and whether or not they want to fund them.

I am opposed to halal certification of my food often without my knowledge with companies choosing 
to pay the huge fees and keep it quiet rather than make it known to everyone that their products 
and even their services are certified in this manner.

Religious rituals need to be voluntarily funded as well as fully disclosed and transparent.

I do not want Islamic or Jewish religious practices imposed upon me, and I do not want to fund 
them. That is my democratic right in a free and tolerant society.

Please see that this inquiry recommends that all products and services must publicably state 
whether they have paid fees to cover religious certification in any form and that packaging, websites 
and all printed material also include this information so that the general public are informed.

Please also recommend that if there is to be Halal or Kosher certification of food and services that it 
is funded only by those participants who are religiously aligned with their particular faiths.

Please also recommend that one peak body is the only authority that can issue the certification 
instead of this nonsense at the moment with a hundred certifiers all trying to extort Australian 
businesses.

Kind regards
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From:  
Sent: Sunday, 7 June 2015 11:18 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Cc: 
Subject: Please Stop the Halal Certification
 
Dear Sir/Madam,
 
    I thank the Govt for instituting a Senate committee on the Halal certification and as a
 democratic, concerned Australian, I urge the Govt to ban this whole practice and also to
 impose a heavy fine on the certifiers for the violations and deceptions to Australia, our Govt,
 our cattle and we the consumers.
 
(1) Just Brutal.
 
I am attaching a few images of animals being slaughtered Halal. These heart rending images
 display the brutalisation of animals, denying them even a painless spontaneous death.
Please feel free to search for Halal slaughter videos on Youtube. I have given some sample
 links.
If someone can watch past 1 minute of the video ... because I can't; my eyes wet, the stomach
 gets upset. The pain is worse than a horror film.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h_bZzxep87c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LAQJ-FZo1cA
http://www.liveleak.com/view?i=703_1309045039
And this is being meted out to millions of Australian animals and birds on Australian soil and in
 this 21st century.
 
(2) Animals of a lesser God.
 
We take such a moral high for a dog or cat, for caged hens, on child labour and Carbon
 pollution but yet not ban this brutal slaughter method. How can we discriminate among
 animals ? A cow, hen, camel or goat doesnt have less senses than a dog or cat. All animals
 feel love, fear or pain. All I ask is, give them a painless death and when modern technology
 allows that, why not ban barbaric 7th century practises ?
 
(3) Australian Animals.
 
We treat our flora and fauna, our corals and sealife but not care for our poultry and cattle ? Do
 they deserve do die this way in Australia and elsewhere ?
 
(4) My rights as a non-Muslim violated
 
Halal is an Islamic concept and dedicated to Islamic god called allah. Being the youngest
 religion, none of the other religions recognize allah as their God and hence when non-
Muslims eat Halal meat (which is slaughtered in the name of allah), it hurts the sentiments of
 non-Muslims. The non Muslims include atheists, agnostics, animists, Buddhists, Christians,
 Hindus, Jains, Jews, Parsis, Sikhs, tribals etc who constitute 75% of world population and
 98% of Australian population. I can say the slaughtered method of Hindus and Sikhs is
 contrary to Halal.
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h_bZzxep87c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LAQJ-FZo1cA
http://www.liveleak.com/view?i=703_1309045039


(5) Workplace promoting one religion (Islam)
 
Workplaces are expected to be secular and people are not supposed to not bring in their
 religion (which is supposed to be a personal matter) to workplace. However, for a Halal
 slaughter, kalima is chanted, has to be by a Muslim and the animal dedicated to allah. Hence
 Halal abbatoirs are promoting Islam over other religions.
 
(6) Unemployment to Aussie non Muslim Butchers and No Fair Go.
 
As a requirement for halal meat certification, Islamic prayer has to be said and that too by a
 butchers who has to be a practising Muslim. What this means is capable Australian butchers,
 who happen to be non-Muslim, are denied the job and is a violation of equal rights to work
 and our fair go. How can religion be a criteria for a butcher to apply for a job at abbatoir ?
 
(7) One's religion violating Others rights.
 
Every person has the right to practise his/her religion but a person can not use his/her religion
 to intrude or inconvenience others. Halal slaughter and meat does just that to 98% of
 Australians.
 
(8) Others paying for one's public display of religion.
 
A Christian or Hindu may say their prayers at dining table. Atheists are free not to say a prayer
 at dining table. What gives Muslim the right to slaughter animal, dedicate it to allah, in public
 and charge retailers (and hence customers) for the same ?
 
(9) Religious imposition.
 
This Islamic stamping and ritual hence violates religious senstivities of non Muslims- atheists,
 agnostics, Buddhists, Christians, Hindus, Jains, Jews, Parsis, Sikhs, tribals etc who are 98%
 of Australia
 
(10) Psychological impact
 
Can we show these images of Halal slaughter to our children ? Can we telecast a video of
 Halal slaughter on TV with such violent and graphic images ? If the images and videos can be
 so sensitive, can we imagine the scene at the abbatoir and the pains and cries of animals
 writhing in pools of blood ?
 
(11) Risk of such brutality on humans
 
Can we imagine the effect such slaughter has to mind and brain ? There could be a risk that
 someone exposed to such brutality on animals becomes numb to suffering, and the
 psychological impact may lead people to behead humans too so effortlessly, heartlessly.
 
(12) Future ....
 
Tomorrow if Hindus and Sikhs ask for their religious certification - will that not contradict
 Muslims' requirement ? How is it then justified that Muslim requirements are thrust on non
 Muslims ? What certificate would apply to atheists and agnostics then ?
 
(13) Muslims ate food before this certification business started. How were they able to do that
 ? Hence there is no weight in the argument that Halal certiifcation helps Australian
 businesses export to Islamic nations.
 
(14) is a certificate required ?
 



Pro-Halal lobbies claim Halal certificate is only to help certify a product is worthy for Muslims.
 What a pathetic cover up to the brutality to animals and poultry behind the scene.
 
A food has ingredients list clearly stated on its packaging. Referring to this, certain Hindus
 abstain from buying certain food if beef is an ingredient. So with ingredients so clearly listed,
 Muslims may choose to abstain from a product if it has pork. Why is a Halal certificate needed
 ?
 
(15) is a certification even needed ?
 
Today even products like honey, salt, oil, milk, butter, nuts, oats, grain, coffee, cereals, water
 etc  carry Halal sign. Its not even meat, most of them are natural products. Did they really
 even need Halal certification and sign ? What a waste of money and what a deception to the
 manufacturers.
 
(16) Customer rights
 
Customers have a right to know how and where the food was manufactured. Having a small
 Halal sign, or not having one, and not showing what the Halal slaughter method actually is,
 denies customer that information. A number of manufacturers dont even carry the label and
 hence deceiving the customers.
 
(17) Halal section in Aldi, Coles, IGA, Woolworths etc
 
To cater to regionalism and religious requirements, retailers today have separate sections like
 Chinese, Indian, British, Chinese, Italian, Kosher etc. based on region. Likewise, why isnt
 there a separate Halal section for Muslims hence helping for Muslim and non-Muslim
 customers ?
 
(18) Autonomous food inspectors ?
 
Food safety and standards is a council subject and with Halal inspectors certifying products,
 its an intrusion into a government matter.
 
First of all, promoting Islam alone at work (abbatoirs, food manufacturing units) itself is
 unsecular and discriminatory, and with this being done by non government bodies is even
 more condemnable.
 
(19) Charity ???
 
The Halal certifiers I am made to understand get tax exemption from ATO as they have listed
 themselves as charity. I dont understand what charity they are doing and to who. There is NO
 charity to animals. The exporters claim the certificate helps sell products to Muslim nations
 and so at the least the certifiers are providing monetary service to exporters/manufacturers.
 How can they claim to be charity ? Charity reminds me of compassion or sacrifice. Instead
 what these certifiers are doing /encouraging is brutal slaughter for monetary gain.
 
(20) Accountability
- Where does the money earned by the certifiers go ? How is it spent ? Where is it spent ?
 Whats the total revenue earned by the certifiers ?
 
A number of countries have already banned Halal slaughter and rightly so. It is so brutal and
 unfair to animals and humankind. Its too late but never late that we Australians banned Halal
 certification and slaughter in Australia. Its time Australia banned live export of cattle to
 countries which treat our animals so brutally.
 
I request the department to keep my personal information anonymous.



 
Regards,
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Confidential submission

LABELLING
All Australians should have the right to make informed purchasing 
decisions. Currently this is extremely difficult and in some cases 
impossible with regards to halal certified products.
There needs to be compulsory, standardised labelling on the front of 
products that are on produced by companies that pay certification 
fees. Furthermore, all meat at butchers and supermarkets that has 
been halal slaughtered should be labelled, regardless of whether the 
retailer has been certified.

This would be beneficial for those wanting to avoid halal certified 
products but also for Muslims who are seeking those products.
Currently it is extremely difficult to know if a product is halal 
certified. In the rare case that a product is labelled the halal 
certification logo is
• very small,
• hidden on the bottom, back, or even inside the packaging and
• there a dozens of different logos for halal certification.

This is very different from other food certification schemes, 
organic and heart smart red tick are on the front, a much larger 
size and there is a standard logo and the certification is actively 
advertised by the company.

The majority of halal certified products aren't labelled. Even if 
you take the time to contact the numerous manufactures and producers 
of the products that are in everyday use companies will not answer 
the question and some reply abusively that if you want to avoid 
halal products you are a racist bigot and they don't want you as a 
customer.

With regards to beef, lamb and chicken retailers (butchers and 
supermarkets) often say the meat isn't halal when it actually is. 
The beef, lamb or chicken was halal slaughtered however the retailer 
hasn't been halal certified so they say the product isn't halal.

It is unfair that religiously prepared food is being forced onto 
everyone. For example all baby food, all gelatine and all sugar in 
Australia is halal certified. Just as Muslims have the right to not 
eat pork, alcohol etc, the rest of society has the right to food 
that hasn't been religiously prepared.

HALAL MEAT PRODUCTS
I am also concerned about the use of halal slaughter methods.
The majority of meat in Australian supermarkets and butchers has 
been halal slaughtered. Almost none of it is labelled.

The halal method of slaughter, which is currently used in the 
majority of abattoirs in Australia, involves the animal still being 



conscious as only reversible stunning is used, and the animals have 
to bleed to death. In addition, a small number of abattoirs have a 
complete exemption from the law which enables them to use no 
stunning at all. This means the animal is fully conscious when it is 
killed. It takes several minutes for the animal to slowly and 
painfully bleed to death. Both of these methods are inhumane. This 
is completely unacceptable in this country in 2015!
There shouldn't be any exemptions to these basic standards.

The old standard that existed in Australia (before halal slaughtered 
was introduced to abattoirs)  used irreversible stunning which 
rendered the animals completely unconscious before they was killed 
to prevent unnecessary suffering.

HALAL CERTIFICATION FEES
Halal certification fees should be paid by the Mosques so that it is 
those who require the certification who pay for it.
Unlike other certified products which consumers can purchase an 
alternative product and therefore avoid paying the certification 
fees, the majority of products are halal certified, meaning 
consumers have no choice but to buy these products. For example all 
sugar in the supermarkets is halal certified, all gelatine, all baby 
food.

Halal certification isn't even necessary for the majority of 
products which currently have certification. It is only needed for a 
very limited range of products, such as those with meat or alcohol.

INFORMATION
Information about certification processes, fees and financial 
records; and any related matters needs to be made available to the 
public. Including what is the full extent of the halal certification 
process eg product processing, transport, storage etc.
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Inquiry into  Third party certification of food

As a person who suffers from a porcine allergy resulting in anaphylactic shock symptoms including 
but not limited to itchy rash, throat & breathing difficulties I welcome with open arms Halal & 
Kosher certification.  Anaphylaxis is a potentially life threatening, severe allergic reaction and should 
always be treated as a medical emergency. 

As a consumer I actively search out foods that are labelled Kosher or Halal, secure in the knowledge 
that these are safe foods for me.  Many foods that previously I could not eat due to the uncertainty  
surrounding the preparation processes. An example of this is Jelly & gelatin. Gelatin can be made 
from many sources including pig. Now I can safely eat made foods that previously were too 
dangerous to contemplate eating. 

Regards

J D Martin
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Third Party Food Certification

To whom it may concern, 

I have a big concern regarding food labelling and certification in Australia.  We have food labelling

to show what is in our food and also now we have mandatory labelling to show where food is from

eg: fresh fish place of origin.  However, we do not have mandatory labelling of food certification

status.  

Foods in Australia also have labelling with star ratings to allow consumers to make informed

choices as to what is the best choice for them.  

All Australians are governed by free speech in a free democratic nation and as such we are free to

make our own decisions as to what we will and will not purchase. However, many companies are

now either willingly, or through coercion and threats, paying Islamic Halal Certification fees to have

foods declared Halal for Muslim consumption.  I understand that different religions have different

beliefs regarding what they can and can't eat and as a multicultural nation I accept this.  What I

can't accept is the way it is being done.  

We are not being given the choice to purchase halal or not as there is no requirement to display

the halal certification symbol clearly on the packaging.  Also there is no standardised symbol for

halal certification and no government body that oversees that it is being done legally.  There are

products that are halal certified but have now had the halal symbol removed from their labelling so

that consumers purchase the item without being aware.  This goes against the principle of why a

product is certified and labelled so people know they can either purchase or avoid the item

according to their needs or beliefs.  Why have food items halal certified and then not display the

symbol?Seems to just be a method of collecting the certification fee and deceiving the public by

not displaying it.

Many religious groups (Christians, Sikhs, Buddhists) and atheists are against purchasing foods

that have been prayed over and brutally slaughtered in a way that is against Australian standards.

  In the exact way that Muslims would say it was racist and discriminatory against them if all food

was prepared according to Jewish or Christian traditions and not labelled I believe we deserve the

right to know what food has been prayed over by Muslim religious practitioners and it must be

labelled as such.  Why is it ok that the Halal Certification business is making billions of dollars

yearly from companies paying them for the right to claim the certification but don't legally have to

display it so the public can make their own informed decisions?

As a democratic society I ask that you show commonsense and ensure that any and all third party

food certification schemes must display a standardised logo and information so we the public can

make our own decisions.

Thank you
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Dear Sir/ Madam,
I would like to add my submission to the third party certification inquiry.   My concern is 
with Halal and Kosher Certification.
Halal literally means "permissible" in Arabic, and refers to food items that are permissible to 
consume under Sharia law, and Haram (lit. unlawful) refers to any substance not permitted to 
consume.
It is my belief that Australia is governed by Australian Law and NOT Sharia Law.  This applies to 
Muslims living in Australia as well.   If there are two sets of laws applying in Australia the 
population should be notified and we should be concerned as to what other laws according to 
sharia apply.
According to the Australian Food and Grocery Council, Halal must be "free from any substance 
taken or extracted from a Haram animal or ingredient (e.g. pigs, dogs, carnivorous animals, 
animals not slaughtered in compliance with Islamic rites); made, processed, manufactured and/or 
stored by using utensils, equipment and/or machinery that has been cleaned according to Islamic 
law (e.g. not cleaned with alcohol); and free from contact with, or being close to, a Haram 
substance during preparation, manufacture, processing and storage (e.g. blood, alcohol, 
poisonous and intoxicating plants and insects such as worms and cockroaches)."[2]
The above paragraph (from Wikipedia) does not apply to a country that is not governed 
under sharia law.   According to the above, even trucks should be certified!  How far does 
this go and in each stage of preparation, manufacture processing and storage, the 
product would be in touch with people who are not muslim ( non muslims are haram) so 
are we all out of work with this strange certification?  I also understand that Islam 
recognises there are different types of alcohol and Quran simply states it’s not for 
drinking, there is nothing in the Quran about alcohol for cleaning and that is  reflected in 
the fatwa issued here 
http://www.islamweb.net/emainpage/index.php?page=showfatwa&Option=FatwaId&Id=100
318 which states It is permissible to use alcohol for disinfecting and cleaning or mixing it 
with another product for this purpose in case of necessity. Or here 
http://www.islamweb.net/emainpage/index.php?page=showfatwa&Option=FatwaId&Id=909
39 which states “We do not see any harm in using cleaning detergents which contain 
intoxicants”
Clear labelling of foods ensures that there is no need to certify a product that is naturally 
halal. 

Australia is a multi-race country, we are a melting pot of different cultures, what has happened in 
the past is those cultures have melted into the Australian lifestyle their foods and festivals have 
become entwined with other festivals and as a whole this has worked.  In places where 
segregation is not possible the process of integration has probably been quicker.   All of the 
migrants in the past have not tried to force their culture on us like Islam has.   With halal 
certification all of Australians are helping to finance their mosques and their Islamic schools.   

http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.islamweb.net%2Femainpage%2Findex.php%3Fpage%3Dshowfatwa%26Option%3DFatwaId%26Id%3D100318&h=PAQFMpBK4&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.islamweb.net%2Femainpage%2Findex.php%3Fpage%3Dshowfatwa%26Option%3DFatwaId%26Id%3D100318&h=PAQFMpBK4&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.islamweb.net%2Femainpage%2Findex.php%3Fpage%3Dshowfatwa%26Option%3DFatwaId%26Id%3D90939&h=TAQHK0-Sm&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.islamweb.net%2Femainpage%2Findex.php%3Fpage%3Dshowfatwa%26Option%3DFatwaId%26Id%3D90939&h=TAQHK0-Sm&s=1


Halal and Animal Cruelty
Prior to halal slaughter, our abattoirs employed non reversible stun slaughter.  This gave us the 
best meat product with the least amount of suffering.   I can no longer find an abattoir that does 
non reversible stun slaughter or non-certified meat.  Since when did we all have to eat under 
sharia law?
Our constitution guarantee’s us the right to freedom of religion as Christian I feel those rights are 
no longer guaranteed or protected by our government.  
My beliefs do not allow me to eat animals that have been horrifically tortured and killed. I have 
the right to choose.
Then of course there is a question of where the money for certification goes this has been 
popular in the press but for me I don’t care where the money goes. The issue for me is I should 
not have to support any religious organisation should I chose not to.  In the case of halal, it’s 
impossible to make that choice as no meat is labelled and other food products are not labelled.

I trust the inquiry will take a hard look at the halal industry and decide that Australians do NOT 
live under sharia law and halal certification has no place in Australia.

Regard
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Senate	  Standing	  Committees	  on	  Economics	  	  	  
PO	  Box	  6100	  Parliament	  House	  
CANBERRA	  ACT	  2600	  	  
	  
Name	  withheld	  for	  professional	  reasons.	  
	  
	  
Reference:	  Inquiry	  Into	  Food	  Certification	  Schemes.	  	  
	  
Dear	  Secretaries,	  
	  
In	  framing	  my	  individual	  submission,	  I	  wish	  to	  offer	  the	  following	  supporting	  
information	  as	  a	  perspective	  for	  making	  this	  entry	  into	  the	  enquiry	  to	  avoid	  any	  
reference	  to	  ‘racial	  bias’	  or	  the	  like.	  
My	  lineage	  is	  that	  of	  muslims	  who	  arrived	  in	  Australia	  circa	  1860	  onwards.	  My	  
direct	  family	  belong	  to	  that	  cohort	  of	  immigrants	  who	  were	  most	  valuable	  in	  the	  
foundation	  of	  this	  great	  and	  free	  nation.	  During	  that	  time,	  these	  mostly	  men	  from	  
various	  Islamic	  dominant	  countries	  were	  free	  to	  practice	  their	  religious	  beliefs	  
and	  were	  able	  to	  render	  food	  ‘halal’	  by	  saying	  a	  simple	  blessing	  over	  it	  before	  
slaughter.	  There	  was	  NEVER	  any	  requirement	  for	  food	  products	  other	  than	  meat	  
to	  be	  subject	  to	  this	  procedure,	  as	  most	  other	  things	  were	  considered	  
permissible	  with	  the	  exception	  of	  pork	  and	  alcohol	  products.	  From	  my	  
knowledge,	  this	  has	  largely	  been	  the	  case	  in	  Australia	  until	  a	  specific	  point	  that	  
cannot	  be	  identified,	  and	  therefore	  the	  need	  to	  certify	  products	  of	  all	  ranges	  is	  of	  
concern.	  
For	  a	  muslim,	  it	  is	  known	  that	  most	  food	  is	  permissible	  or	  halal,	  as	  opposed	  to	  
haram,	  meaning	  unacceptable.	  	  Mainstream	  muslims	  are	  aware	  of	  this	  and	  it	  
begs	  the	  question	  as	  to	  why	  a	  certification	  fee	  is	  warranted	  or	  even	  suggested	  for	  
items	  that	  have	  been	  consumed	  over	  many	  years	  without	  this	  requirement.	  
	  
Whilst	  it	  is	  a	  mark	  of	  respect	  to	  acknowledge	  individual	  religious	  or	  cultural	  
requirements	  for	  food	  such	  as	  kosher	  or	  halal,	  it	  is	  discriminatory	  to	  expect	  those	  
of	  differing	  beliefs	  to	  be	  enforced	  with	  not	  only	  a	  religiously	  labelled	  food	  but	  
also	  to	  pay	  a	  tax	  on	  it.	  There	  should	  be	  a	  user	  pays	  system	  where	  monies	  raised	  
through	  halal	  industries	  in	  those	  communities	  goes	  towards	  the	  establishment	  of	  
halal	  only	  abbatoirs,	  bakeries	  etc.	  If	  a	  Catholic	  priest	  were	  to	  pray	  over	  all	  food	  
items	  before	  they	  went	  to	  market	  you	  can	  be	  assured	  of	  the	  outcry	  from	  non-‐
believers	  that	  this	  is	  a	  discriminatory	  practice,	  so	  why	  has	  halal	  been	  allowed	  to	  
essentially	  operate	  with	  such	  transparency	  and	  unaccountability	  as	  to	  where	  the	  
funds	  go	  to?	  
	  
As	  a	  fundamental	  Christian,	  I	  find	  it	  deeply	  offensive	  that	  my	  choice	  of	  what	  food	  
I	  consume	  has	  been	  removed	  from	  me	  and	  my	  family	  with	  one	  religious	  
affiliation	  seemingly	  trying	  to	  dominate	  the	  food	  industry	  for	  mere	  profits	  rather	  
than	  it’s	  own	  fundamental	  interests.	  
	  
Yours	  sincerely,	  
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	Certain religious beliefs demand forms of animal slaughter that are abhorrent to our religious beliefs and offend against those beliefs. Consumption of meat slaughtered inhumanely would therefore be in direct conflict with our religious beliefs and we...
	Food processed and certified under religious doctrine is not a process that is historically the norm in Australia. Torture of animals for religious satisfaction is alien to the Australian ethos and as a people we have historically treated our animals ...
	The vast majority of Australians (over 97%) do not require food to be processed according to these abhorrent religious dictates and most would be offended if they knew the extent of suffering perpetrated on animals in this country to satisfy religious...
	My submission relates to items that directly affect my life and that of my family and I will make comments on each relevant item from the terms of reference.
	Conflicts of interest
	In opening I respectfully submit that members of the standing committee should declare all conflicts of interest in this process. I would expect this to be done in all cases, however there has been no public declaration of any conflict of interest fro...
	Conflicts would include, but not be limited to;
	 membership of a religion that demands religious doctrine being applied to food processing,
	 any interest in a company that processes food that would relate to this inquiry
	 any association with persons/organisations that engage in the certification of foods
	TERMS OF REFERENCE
	Item “a”
	The extent of food certification schemes and certifiers in Australia including, but not limited to, schemes related to organic, kosher, halal and genetically-modified food and general food safety certification schemes
	The halal and kosher processes of animal slaughter are specifically contrary to our Buddhist religious and moral beliefs.
	Kosher food makes up a very small percentage of food produced and is well labelled enabling consumers to make an informed choice.
	It has become common knowledge that the vast majority of meat processors now slaughter to the halal process, despite the fact that the religion that demands this abhorrent process makes up only 2% of the population.
	There is no transparency in the certification of halal food and the widespread adoption of halal certification makes it imperative that all halal certified produce and products are clearly labelled. This would enable members of religions that are offe...
	Item “b”
	Current labelling requirements of food certification schemes
	Kosher meat products are very rare and tend to be sold only in specific stores and aimed at that portion of the community. Kosher products are generally well identified removing the risk of inadvertent acquisition of this produce, by persons offended ...
	Halal meat produce is generally not identifiable and retailers of the product are evasive when questioned on the process of slaughter applied, making it impossible to identify it. Major supermarkets refuse to honestly respond to requests for informati...
	Halal certification is being applied to many foods other than meat. This requires that ingredients in the products comply with the halal processes. All animal by products (common in many products) therefore must come from animals slaughtered in the in...
	Labelling on these products is becoming more and more covert, to avoid being identifiable to people who find the process abhorrent. Some producers (i.e. Coon Cheese) have reverted to hiding certification symbols inside the packaging with no external i...
	All Australians have an equal right to be able to identify and acquire food products that meet their religious and moral beliefs. To allow a single minority religion (2% of the population) to deprive the vast majority of the population of this basic h...
	Item “c”
	The need for labelling on products produced by companies that pay certification fees
	All products certified as being produced under religious rules and directives must be clearly identified to consumers who may use those identifiers to assist their choices to comply with their own beliefs.
	The payment of a certification fee indicates that a certifiable process and ingredients have been used in the manufacture of the product and both of these may affect the suitability of the product for individual consumers.
	Item “d”
	Whether current schemes provide enough information for Australian consumers to make informed purchasing decisions
	Current schemes allow for covert labelling of certifications and non-labelling of products that would be contrary to the moral and religious beliefs of many members of the community. This must be corrected.
	I would think that a minimum standard should be adopted, whereby any product produced in line with a specific religious doctrine, or certified as complying with said doctrine, be required to display a clear and prominent label on the front of the pack...
	Item “e”
	Details regarding certification fees paid by food producers and/or manufacturers, and the potential for these to impact on prices for consumers
	All certification fees should be recorded and submitted in returns (to the ATO) in the same way that any other income/expense is recorded. The payments should be cross reference by the ATO to identify the receiver of these payments to enable full tax ...
	Extortionately high certification fees paid by companies are an expense in the production of produce. Those costs will necessarily be passed on to the consumer for the business to remain viable. Any business claiming that they absorb certification fee...
	The certification fees are then compounded by the fact that every business anywhere in the chain is charged a fee to be certified, all the way down to the truck driver delivering produce or the small fast food store selling the final product. The fact...
	All companies/businesses paying certification fees should be required to provide clear labelling to advise customers that the price of their produce is inflated by payments of these fees.
	In addition fees collected for food certification, regardless of the fairness or necessity, are not and never should be tax exempt income and must not be entitled to tax exempt status, even if the fee is charged by a religious organisation. These fees...
	All food certification should be performed by government agencies within a legislative framework and charged at a standard rate. No outside group should be permitted to charge a fee for any certification of food under any circumstance.
	Item “f”
	The importance of food certification schemes in relation to export market access and returns to producers.
	In most countries that certify food, as suitable for religious groups, that certification is controlled by government agencies and without extortionate fees. This should be the case in Australia, with licenced inspectors working for a standard fee at ...
	If a company wishes to export to countries that desire halal certification then they could be certified by the government agency tasked with that role. They could then distribute the produce anywhere they desired as long as it is appropriately and pro...
	Item “g”
	The extent and adequacy of information available to the public about certifiers including, but not limited to, certification processes, fees and financial records; and any related matters
	Currently any person/organisation can claim to be an inspector and charge any fee that they desire. They apply the fee to all companies at every single level of food distribution despite there being no religiously dictated need for such oversight.
	To charge a halal certification on a company that does no more than transport already packaged food is nothing short of fraud.
	Currently there is no publicly available information on any of the following items;
	 the costs of food certification,
	 the details of qualifications of those people performing said certifications
	 the full extent of demanded certifications from each level of the process, i.e. processor, supplier, transporter, retailer etc
	 the distribution of monies collected in the certification process
	There is so much secrecy in the whole halal certification system that the general public can not have any faith in the honesty of the whole process.
	To resolve this issue the only option is that all food certification should only be permitted within the following restrictions;
	 All inspections only to be performed by government authorities
	 All inspections to be conducted within a legislative framework with an appropriate oversight process
	 All fees to be charged at a standard rate as approved by the government of the country
	 All certification to be prominently identified in labelling for all food sold in Australia
	CONCLUSION
	Wide spread food certification and religious doctrine for food processing has only been demanded by members of a single minority religion (2.21% of population on 2011 figures, see graph ATTACHMENT “A”).
	The Buddhist religion has a greater representation in the Australian community (2.46%) but makes no such demands for animal torture to be applied for food processed for all Australians. No other religion has asked, or more specifically demanded, this ...
	The only group, other than muslims, that desire a different food process is the Jewish religion. While strict Jewish doctrine demands the kosher process to be applied, the reality is that the vast majority of followers of the Jewish faith do not deman...
	The halal process is not required by the vast majority of Australians and many are vehemently opposed to it. The fact that the abhorrent process also creates higher costs for the production and supply of these products, meaning higher costs at the che...
	All Australians are entitled to equal standing regardless of religious/moral beliefs. Currently the vast majority of Australians are not being provided equality with a very small minority.
	My wife and I are entitled to the right to be able to purchase and consume food that does not offend our religious and moral beliefs. The intentionally hidden halal production of food in this nation prevents us from having that right.
	Thank you for the opportunity to make this submission.
	Regards
	Gavin Thobaven
	(Submission by email as provided)
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	It would be appreciated if you could withhold my name from publication.
	Before looking at the specific items of the Terms of Reference I think it only proper that the following section of the Australian Constitution be borne in mind:-
	“COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA CONSTITUTION ACT - SECT 116
	It should also be mentioned that all comments, unless otherwise stated, refer to products produced and/or manufactured in Australia.
	So ends my response to the “Terms of Reference” however I would like to add a couple of other observations.
	Some may endeavour to argue, again quoting, part of Section 116 of the Australian Constitution Act:-
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	Comments from research on ‘reversible electrical stunning’  p13
	Money obtained through halal certification schemes is used to fund Islam in Australia ie to provide funds to influence politicians, councils, universities, media, and other institutions, to produce Islamic propaganda or to build mosques, prayer halls ...
	In summary;
	For the consumer to make a choice not to fund Islam and not pay an Islamic fee, mandatory labelling is required on everything that is halal certified or killed according to sharia, so we can at least choose not to buy.
	The halal/sharia kill label must be in English and prominently displayed on the product stating it complies to sharia and fees go to an Islamic organisation.   Ideally, halal certification should be stopped.
	We request that our names be withheld for safety reasons.
	Comments from research on ‘reversible electrical stunning’
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	Dear Committee
	I was born into a Catholic family in Sri Lanka, and migrated to Australia with my parents in 1965. I am now a loyal and passionate Australian citizen, and an atheist. I have no problem with food certification, or consuming Kosher, vegan, Halal or any ...
	Inquiry undermines positive community relations
	Sadly, I feel this ill-conceived Senate enquiry is a disguised attack on Halal certification, and by extension and attack on Islam.
	The Islamaphobic focus of this inquiry is reflected in many of the written submissions - most don’t even refer to ‘food certification’ – they just launch into an attack on Halal food and Islam describing them as a ‘’scam’’ or a “death cult”” .  This e...
	Because the enquiry is essentially anti-Islamic in its intention, it undermines positive community relations in Australia by pandering to a few racist and anti-Islamic elements. Sadly it also gives a message to Australian Muslims, that (some elected m...
	The Australian parliament should be looking at ways of uniting Australia’s diverse multicultural and multi faith community - sadly this food certification enquiry does the opposite.
	This submission aims to counter some of the misconceptions about Halal certification. The literature on this subject shows that halal food certification is good for Australian business, good for employment in Australia, and provides evidence to Austra...
	Halal Certification
	http://www.afgc.org.au/about-afgc/our-policies/halal-certification/
	The Australian Food & Grocery Council (AFGC) notes Australia is a multicultural and multi-religious country with a diverse population.  It says Australia is an important food exporter to many countries in the Asian region, and further afield, many of ...
	Australian businesses can gain significant benefits from Halal certification because around 62% of the world's Muslims, or 1 billion people, live in our region, in South and Southeast Asia. The largest Muslim population in a country is in Indonesia, a...
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